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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE THIRD SESSION OF THE THIRTEENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY 
OF WASHINGTON, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1814. 


ee 


A PROCLAMATION 


By the President of the United States of America. 

Whereas great and weighty matters, claiming the 
consideration of the Congress of the United States, 
form an extraordinary occasion for convening them, I 
do, by these presents, appoint Monday, the nineteenth 
day of September next, for their meeting at the City 
of Washington ; hereby requiring the respective Sena- 
tors and Representatives then and there to assemble in 
Congress, in order to receive such communications as 
may then be made to them, and to consult and deter- 
mine on such measures as in their wisdom may be 
deemed meet for the welfare of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the 

United States to be hereunto affixed, and | 

[% s.J signed the same with my hand. 


Done at the City of Washington, the eighth day of | P 


August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, and of the independence of the 
United States the thirty-ninth. 


JAMES MADISON. 
By the President: 


JAMES MONROE, 
Secretary of State. 





Monpay, September 19, 1814. 

Conformably to the above Proclamation of the 
President of the United States of the 8th of Au- 
gust last, the third session of the Thirteenth Con- 
gress commenced this day at. the City of Wash- 
ington, and the Senate assembled. 

PRESENT: 

Joserx B. Varnum, from Massachusetts. 

Jeremian B. Howe t, from Rhode Island. 

Jonataan Rosinson, from Vermont. 

Asner Lacock and JonaToan Roserts, from 
Pennsylvania, 

OvuTerBRIDGe Horsey, from Delaware. 

Ricwarp Brent and WituiaM B. Gites, from 
Virginia. 

James TuRNER, from North Carolina. ° 

Joun Gattuarp, from South Carolina. 

Cuarues Tair, from Georgia. 

Jesse Buepsor, from Kentucky. 

Josern Annerson and Jesse Wuarron, from 
Tennessee. 


Jeremiah Morrow and Tuomas WorrTHING- 
TON, from Ohio. 

James Brown and Exiius Fromentin, from 
Louisiana. 

Joun GatLLarD, President pro tempore, re- 
sumed the Chair. 

Tuomas W. Tuompson, appointed a Senator 
by the Legislature of the State of New Hamp- 
shire, in place of Nicholas Gilman, deceased, pro- 
duced his credentials, was qualified, and took his 
seat in the Senate. 

On motion, by Mr. BLepsoe, 

Resolved, As the former Secretary of the Sen- 
ate has departed this life, that the Chief Clerk 
do act as Secretary thereof until one shall be ap- 
ointed. 

Whereupon, the oath prescribed by law was 
administered to Samuet Turner, jr. 

On motion, by Mr. ANperson, the Secretary 
was directed to acquaint the House of Represent- 
atives that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, 
and ready to proceed to business. 

On motion, by Mr. Roprnson, Messrs. Rosin- 
son and VaRNUM were appointed a committee on 
the part of the Senate, together with such com- 
mittee as may be appointed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives on their part, to wait on the President 
of the United States, and notify him that a 
quorum of the two Houses is assembled, and 
ready to receive any communications that he 
may be pleased to make to them. 

The Presipent communicated the following 
letter from the President of the United States; 
which was read: 


Wasaineton, September 17, 1814. 


Sir: The destruction of the Capitol, by the enemy, 
having made it necessary that other accommodations 
should be provided for the meeting of Congress, Cham- 
bers for the Senate and for the House of Representa- 
tives, with other requisite apartments, have been fitted 
up, under the direction of the Superintendent of the 
City, in the public building heretofore allotted for the 
Post and other public offices. 

JAMES MADISON. 

The Prestpent 


Of the Senate of the United States. 
IADBQAR 


* 
~ nt ~~ m. ™ 








; soli’ 2 i ra 











11 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 12 


Senate. 








On motion, by Mr. Varnum, it was agreed that 
when the Senate adjourn it be to 5 o’clock this 
evening. 

The usual resolution was adopted for supplying 
Senators with newspapers, and then the Senate 
adjourned. 


Five o'clock in the Evening. 


The number of Senators present not being suf- 
* ficient to constitute a quorum, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





Tuespay, September 20. 


Wi.uiam W. Biss, from the State of Georgia; 
took his seat in the Senate. 

On motion, by Mr. Fromentin, two hundred 
copies of the Constitution of the United States, 
and two hundred copies of the rules for conduct- 
ing business in the Senate, were ordered to be 
printed and bound for the use of the Senate, in 
the form they have heretofore been. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that a quorum of the House 
of Representatives is assembled and ready to pro- 
ceed to business. They have appointed a com- 
mittee on their part to join the committee ap- 

inted on the part of the Senate, to wait on the 

resident of the United States, and inform him 
that a quorum of the two Houses is assembled, 
and ready to receive any communications he may 
be pleased to make to them. 
n motion, by Mr. Lacock, a committee was 
ppointed agreeably to the 42d rule for conduct- 
ing business in the Senate, and Messrs. Lacock, 
Howe tt, and Morrow, were appointed the com- 
‘mittee, 

Mr. WorruineTon submitted the following 
motion: 

‘Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different de- 
nominations, be appointed to Congress during the 
present session, one by each House, who shall in- 
terchange weekly. 

Mr. Rosinson reported, from the joint com- 
mittee, that they had waited on the President of 
the United States, and that the President informed 
the committee that he would make a communi- 
cation to the two Houses this day. at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. Howe tt submitted the following motion 
for consideration, which was read: 

Resolved, That Mountjoy Bayly, Doorkeeper 
and Sergeant-at-Arms to the Senate, be and he 
hereby is authorized to employ one assistant and 
two horses, for the er of performing such 
services as are usually required by the Doorkeeper 
of the Senate; which expense shall be paid out 
of the contingent fund. 

Ordered, That it pass to the second reading. 

.On motion, by Mr. Fromentin, a committee 
was appointed agreeably to the 22d rule for con- 
ducting business in the Senate ; and Messrs. F'ro- 

»MENTIN, THOMPSON, and BLepsog, were appojnted 
the committee. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unitep Sratss: 


President's 





Message. SerremBer, 1814, 





Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

Notwithstanding the early day which had been fixed 
for your session of the present year, I was induced to 
call you together still sooner, as well that any inade- 
quacy in the existing provisions for the wants of the 
Treasury might be supplied, as that no delay might 
happen in providing for the result of the negotiations 
on foot with Great Britain, whether it should require 
arrangements adapted to a return of peace, or further 


and more effective provisions for prosecuting the war. 


That result is not yet known. If, on one hand, the 
repeal of the Orders in Council, and the general pacifi- 
cation in Europe, which withdrew the occasion on 
which impressments from American vessels were prac- 
tised, suggest expectations that peace and amity may 
be re-established, we were compelled, on the other 
hand, by the refusal of the British Government to ac- 
cept the offered mediation of the Emperor of Russia; 
by the delays in giving effect to its own proposal of a 
direct negotiation; and, above all, by the principles 
and manner in which the war is now avowedly carried 
on, to infer that a spirit of hostility is indulged more 
violent than ever against the rights and prosperity of 
this country. 

This increased violence is best explained by the two 
important circumstances, that the great contest in Eu- 
rope for an equilibrium guaranteeing all its States 
against the ambition of any, has been closed without 
any check on the overbearing power of Great Britain 
on the ocean; and it has left in her hands disposable 
armaments with which, forgetting the difficulties of a 
remote war with a free people, and yielding to the in- 
toxication of success, with the example of a great vic- 
tim to it before her eyes, she cherishes hopes of still 
further aggrandizing a Power already formidable in its 
abuses to the tranquillity of the civilized and commer- 
cial world. 

But, whatever may have inspired the enemy with 
these more violent purposes, the public councils of a 
nation, more able to maintain than it was to acquire 
its independence, and with a devotion to it rendered 
more ardent by the experience of its blessings, can 
never deliberate but on the means most effectual for 
defeating the extravagant views or unwarrantable pas- 
sions with which alone the war can now be pursued 
against us. 

In the events of the present campaign, the enemy, 
with all his augmented means, and wanton use of 
them, has little ground for exultation, unless he can 
feel it in the success of his recent enterprises against 
this metropolis and the neighboring town of Alexan- 
dria, from both of wigich his retreats were as precipitate 
as his attempts were bold and fortunate. In his other 
incursions on our Atlantic frontier, his progress, often 
checked and chastised by the martial spirit of the 
neighboring citizens, has had more effect in distressing 
individuals, and in dishonoring his arms, than in pro- 
moting any object of legitimate warfare. And, in the 
two instances mentioned, however deeply to be re- 
gretted on our part, he will find in his transient suc- 
cess, which interrupted for a moment only the ordinary 
public business at the Seat of Government, no com- 
pensation for the loss of character with the world, by 
his violations of private property, and by his destruc- 
tion of public edifices, protected, as monuments of the 
arts, by the laws of civilized warfare. 

On our side, we can appeal to a series of achieve- 
ments which have given new lustre to the American 
arms. Besides the brilliant incidents in the minor 
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tions of the campaign, the splendid victories | humanity tore down the colors which valor had nailed 
gained on the Canadian side of the Niagara, by the| tothe mast. This officer and his brave comrades have 

















A part of the squadron on Lake Erie has been ex- | period exceeded thirty-four millions of dollars, and left 
. tended into Lake Huron, and has produced the advan- | in the Treasury, on the first day of July, near five mil- 
d tage of displaying our command on that lake also, | lions of dollars. The demands during the remainder 
One object of the expedition was the reduction of Mack- | of the present year, already authorized by Congress, 
inaw, which failed, with the loss of a few brave men, | and the expenses incident to an extension of the oper- 
among whom was an officer justly distinguished for his | ations of the war, will render it necessary that large 
gallant exploits. The expedition, ably conducted by | sums should be provided to meet them. 
both the land and the naval commanders, was otherwise From this view of the national affairs, Congress 
highly valuable in its effects. will be urged to take up, without delay, as well the 
On Lake Champlain, where our superiority had for | subject of pecuniary supplies as that of military force, 
some time been undisputed, the British squadron lately | and on a scale commensurate with the extent and the 
came into action with the American, commanded by | character which the war has assumed. It is not to be 
Captain Macdonough. It issued in the capture of the | disguised that the situation of our country calls for its 
whole of the énemy’s ships. The best praise for this | greatest efforts. Our enemy is powerful in men and 
officer, and his intrepid comrades, is in the likeness of} in money, on the land and on the water. Availing 
his triumph to the illustrious victory which immortal- | himself of fortuitous advantages, he is aiming, with his 
ized another officer, and established, at a critical mo-| undivided force, a deadly blow at our growing pros- 
ment, our command of another lake. perity, perhaps at our national existence. He has 
On the ocean, the pride of our naval arms has been | avowed his purpose of trampling on the usages of civil- a9 
amply supported. A second frigate has indeed fallen | ized warfare, and given earnests of it in the plunder 
into the hands of the enemy, but the loss is hidden in | and wanton destruction of private property. In his 
the blaze of heroism with which she was défended. | pride of maritime dominion, and in his thirst of com- 
Captain Porter, who commanded her, and whose pre-| mercial monopoly, he strikes with peculiar animosity 
vious career had been distinguished by daring enter- | at the progress of our navigation and of our manufac- 
prise and by fertility of genius, maintained a sanguin- | tures. His barbarous policy has not even spared those 
ary contest against two ships, one of them superior to | monuments of the arts and models of taste with which 
his own, and under other severe disadvantages, till | our country had enriched and embellished its infant 


od American forces under Major General Brown, and} added much to the rising glory of the American flag, 

to Brigadiers Scott and Gaines, have gained for these | and have merited all the effusions of gratitude which im. 3 

e- heroes, and their emulating companions, the most un- | their country is ever ready to bestow on the champions i 

he fading laurels; and, having triumphantly tested the | of its rights and of its safety. He 

ht progressive discipline of the American soldiery, have Two smaller vessels.of war have also become prizes a 

ns taught the enemy that the longer he protracts his hos- | to the enemy ; but, by a superiority of force which suf- as 

re tile efforts, the more certain and decisive will be his | ficiently vindicates the reputation of their commanders ; q 

er final discomfiture. | whilst two others, one commanded by Captain War- fees | 

r. On our southern border, victory has continued also | rington, the other by Captain Blakely, have captured a) 

le to follow the American standard. The bold and skil- | British ships of the same class, with a gallantry and he 

fi. ful operations of Major General Jackson, conducting good conduct which entitle them and their companions Hs 

yn troops drawn from the militia of the States least dis- | toa just share in the praise of their country. ee 

C- tant, particularly of Tennessee, have subdued the prin-| _In spite of the naval force of the enemy accumulated 7 

Ly cipal tribes of hostile savages, and, by establishing a | on our coasts, our private cruisers also have not ceased : F 

er peace with them, preceded by recent and exemplary | to annoy his commerce, and to bring their rich priges L. 

C- chastisement, has best guarded against the mischief of | into our ports; contributing thus, with other proofs, to ? 

Lb; their co-operation with the British enterprises which | demonstrate the incompetency and illegality of a block- y 

a may be planned against that quarter of our country. | ade, the proclamation of which is made the pretext for if 

8 Important. tribes of Indians on our Northwestern fron- | vexing and discouraging the commerce of neutral bi 

d tier have also.acceded to stipulations which bind them | Powers with the United States. n a) 

e to the interests of the United States, and to consider} To meet the extended and diversified warfare adopt- +4 

of our enemy as theirs also. ed by the enemy, great bodies of militia have been taken Bi} 

In the recent attempt of the enemy on the city of | into service for the public defence, and great expenses eet 

0 Baltimore, defended by militia and volunteers, aided | incurred. That the defence everywhere may be both nie 

\- by'a small body of regulars and seamen, he was re- |} more convenient and more economical, Congress will 

8 ceived with a spirit which produced a rapid retreat to | see the necessity of immediato measures for filling the 

it his ships; whilst a concurrent attack by a large fleet | ranks of the regular Army, and of enlarging the 

n was successfully resisted by the steady and well directed | vision for special corps, mounted and unmou to 

e fire of the fort and batteries opposed to it. be engaged for longer periods of service than are due 

a In another recent attack by a powerful force on our | from the militia. I earnestly renew, at the same time, 

\* troops at Plattsburg, of which regulars made a part | a recommendation of such changes in the system of 

only, the enemy, after a perseverance for many hours, | the militia, as, by classing and disciplining for the most i 

I was finally compelled to seek safety in a hasty retreat, | prompt and active service the portions most capable of ; 

s with our gallant bands pressing upon him. it, will give to that great resource for the public safety 

- On the Lakes, so much contested throughout the } all the requisite energy and efficiency. ‘ 
war, the great exertions for the command made on our The moneys received into the Treasury during the ’ 

h part have been well repaid. On Lake Ontario, our| nine months ending on the 30th day of June last, : 

a squadron is now, and has been for some time, in a| amounted to thirty-two millions of dollars, of which ¥ 

e condition to confine that of the enemy to his own port, | near eleven millions were the proceeds of the public 

d and to favor the operations of our land forces on that | revenue, and the remainder derived from loans, The é- 

n frontier. disbursements for public expenditures during the same ts 
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metropolis. From such an adversary, hostility, in its 
greatest force and in its worst forms, may be looked 
for. The American people will face it with the un- 
daunted spirit which in their Revolutionary struggle 
defeated his unrighteous projects. His threats and his 
barbarities, instead of dismay, will kindle in every 
bosom an indignation not to be extinguished but in the 
disaster and expulsion of such cruel invaders. In pro- 
viding the means necessary, the National Legislature 
will not distrust the heroic and enlightened patriotism 
of its constituents. They will cheerfully and proudly 
bear every burden of every kind which the safety and 
honor of the nation demand. We have seea them 
everywhere paying their taxes, direct and indirect, 
with the greatest promptness and alacrity. We see 
them rushing with enthusiasm to the scenes where 
danger and duty call. In offering their blood, they 
give the surest pledge that no other tribute will be 
withheld. 

Having forborne to declare war until to other ag- 
gressions had been added the capture of nearly a thou- 
sand American vessels, and the impressment of thou- 
sands of American seafaring citizens, and until a final 
declaration had been made by the Government of 
Great Britain, that her hostile orders against our com- 
merce would not be revoked, but on conditions as im- 
possible as unjust; whilst it was known that these 
orders would not otherwise cease, but with a war 
which had lasted nearly twenty years, and which, ac- 
cording to appearances at that time, might last as many 
more; having manifested, on every occasion, and in 
every vee mode, a sincere desire to arrest the effu- 
sion of blood, and meet our enemy on the ground of 
justice and reconciliation, our beloved country, in still 
opposing to his persevering hostility all its energies, 
with an undiminished disposition towards peace and 
friendship on honorable terms, must carry with it the 
good wishes of the impartial world, and the best hopes 
of support from an omnipotent and kind Providence. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasurneron, Sept. 20, 1814. 


The Message was read, and five hundred copies 
arene ordered to be printed for the use of the 
enate. 











Wennespay, September 21. 


Duptey Cuace, from the State of Vermont; 
Oxsapnian German, from the State of New York ; 
Rosert H. Gotpszorovuaesn, from the State of 
Maryland; and Davip Stone, from the State of 
North Carolina, severally took their seats in the 
Senate. 

The Presipent communicated the memorial 
of the ee of the Indiana Territory, pray- 
ing that the time for the payment by purchasers 
of public lands in that Territory may be extended 
to two years on each instalment, and that all 
arrearages of interest may be released to the pur- 
chasers; also, suggesting the propriety of reducing 
the price of, and subdividing certain quarter sec- 
tions, for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; 
which was read, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consist of five members, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Morrow, Biepsor, Tuompson, Cuace, and Tair, 
were appointed the committee. 

The resolution for the appointment of Chap- 


Proceedings. 
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lains was read the second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole; and, no amendment 
having been proposed, the President reported it 
to the House accordingly ; and on the question, 
Shall this resolution be engrossed and read a third 
time ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The resolution authorizing Mountjoy Bayly to 
employ one assistant and two horses was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; and no amendment having been pro- 
posed, the President reported it to the House ac- 
cordingly ; and the resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. And by unani- 
mous consent, the resolution was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. Worruineron submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to the militia of 
the United States, be referred to a select committee, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Gites submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to military affairs, 
be referred to a select committee, with leave to report 
by bill, bills, or otherwise. 

The resolution for the appointment of Chap- 
lains was, by unanimous consent, read the third 
time and passed, as follows: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different de- 
nominations, be appointed to Congress, during 
the present session, one by each House, who shall 
interchange weekly. 

On motion, by Mr. BLepsog,a committee was 
appointed to revise the standing rules of the Sen- 
ate, with leave to report such amendments and 
additions thereto as they anny. poem expedient; 
and Messrs. BLepsog, Gites, VaRNuM, Biss, and 
Brown, were appointed the committee. 





Tuourspay, September 22. 


Joun Connpit, from the State of New Jersey, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Buepsor, from the committee appointed 
yesterday to revise the standing rules of the Sen- 
ate, made report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie for consideration. 

On motion, by Mr. Tuompson, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of 
the Senate, from a sincere desire of showing 
every mark of respect due to the fnemory of the 
honorable Nicnotas GitMAn, deceased, late a 
member thereof, will go into mourning for him 
one month, by the usual mode of wearing a crape 
round the left arm. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day for the appointment of a committee on so 
much of the Message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States as relates to the militia, and agreed 
thereto; and Messrs. WORTHINGTON, VaRNUM, 
Lacock, Cuace, and ANDERSON, were appointed 
the committee. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day fur the appointment of a committee on so 
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much of the Message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States as relates to military affairs, and agreed 
thereto; and Messrs. Gites, Brown, Turner, 
Biss, and GerMAN, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

On motion, by-Mr. Buepsoe, 

Resolved, That each member of the Senate be 
furnished with a copy of the last printed register 
of the officers of the Army of the United States; 
and also with a copy of the last printed register 
of the officers of the Navy. 

Mr. Gites submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the state of preparations for the defence of the 
City of Washington, and whether any further pro- 
visions by law be necessary for that object, with leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 





Fripvay, September 28. 


Daviv Daacetrt, from the State of Connecti- 
cut, took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Brent presented the memorial of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Washington Bridge 
Company, praying compensation for the injury 
done the bridge on the 24th August last, by a 
military force of the United States, for reasons 
stated at large in the memorial ; which was read, 
and referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Brent, Gites, and Tarr, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Brent presented the memorial of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Eastern Branch Bridge 
Company, praying reimbursement to the com- 
pany for the loss of the bridge, which was de- 
stroyed, on the 24th August last, by a military 
force of the United States, for reasons therein 
stated ; and the memorial was read, and referred 
to the committee last mentioned, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

_Mr. Fromentin submitted the following mo- 
thon: 

Resolved, That, in furtherance of the resolution 
agreed to by the Senate on the 18th of April last, there 
be printed in future as many copies of the documents 
ordered to be oe by the Senate as there are printed 
copies of the Journal of the Senate. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, it was referred toa 
select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. Fromentin, WorrHINGTON, and 
GILES, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed the report of the select 
committee appointed to revise the standing rules 
of the Senate; and on motion, by Mr. BLepsoe, 
the report was amended ; and on motion, by Mr. 
Anperson, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed to Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day for the appointment of a committee to in- 
quire into the state of the preparations for the de- 
feace of the City of Washington ; and on motion, 
by Mr. WorraincTon, the motion was amended 
and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 


Proceedings. 


Senate, 














fairs be instructed to inquire into the state of 
preparations for the defence of the City of Wash- 
ington, and whether any further provisions by 
law be necessary for that object, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion, by Mr. Tarr, so much of the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States as re- 
lates to naval affairs, was referred to a select com- 
mittee, with leave to report by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs. Tait, Howe.., Daccett, Fromen- 
Tin, and Morrow, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Gives submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate 
such information, in his possession, respecting the ex- 
isting state of the relations between the United States 
and the Continental Powers of Europe, as he may deem 
not improper to be communicated. 


The Senate adjourned to Monday next. 





Monpay, September 26. 


Joun Taytor, from the State of South Caro- 
lina, took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Roserts presented the resolutions of the 
burgesses and inhabitants of the borough of Lan- 
caster, in the State of Pennsylvania, pledging 
themselves that suitable accommodations shall be 
provided for the President and both Houses of 
Congress and for the other public offices, in case 
a removal to that borough should be deemed ex- 
pedient; and the resolutions were read. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee appointed to revise the 
standing rules of the Senate ; and on motion, by 
Mr. WorrTuinearon, the consideration thereof was 
further postponed to Wednesday next. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion, 
submitted the 23d instant, requesting information 
respecting the state of the relations between the 
United States and the continental Powers of Eu- 
rope; and agreed thereto. 

Mr. Go_pssporouGH submitted the following 
motion for consideration; which was read. 


Resolved, That a committee of three members be 
appointed, who, with three members of the House of 
Representatives, to be appointed by that House, shall 
have the direction of the money appropriated to the 
purchase of books and maps for the use of the two 
Houses of Congress. 

Ordered, That it pass to a second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. GotpsBorouaa, it was read 
a second time by unanimous consent, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and, no amend- 
ment having been proposed, the President re- 
ported it to the House accordingly. The resolu- 
tion was then ordered to be engrossed and read 
the third time ; and it was read the third time by 
unanimous consent,and passed. Messrs. GoLps- 
BOROUGH, FROMENTIN, and Tair, were appointed 
the committee on the part of the Senate. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
the President of the Washington Library, with a 
resolution of the directors, offering the use of the 
library to the members of Congress; which was 
read. 
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SENATE. 


Mr. Fromentin, from the committee to whom 
was referred the motion, submitted the 23d in- 
stant, directing an additional number of copies to 
be printed of the public documents, reported it 
without amendment. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House of Repre- 
sentatives concur in the resolution of the Senate, 
of the 21st instant, for the appointment of Chap- 
lains; and have appointed the Reverend Oxna- 
pia B. Brown Chaplain on their part. 

’ The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of Treasury, pre- 
pared in obedience to the “Act supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the Trea- 
sury Department ;” and the report was read. 

he following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unitep Srares: 
To the Senate and House o 

Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to Congress, for their information, copies 
of a letter from Admiral Cochrane, commanding His 
Britannic Majesty’s naval force on the American sta- 
tion, to the Secretary of State, with his answer, and 
of a reply from Admiral Cochrane. 

JAMES MADISON. 


SrerTEMBER 26, 1814. 
The Message and documents were read. 





Tuespay, September 27. 


The Senate resumed the motion, submitted the 
23d instant, directing an additional number of the 
public documents to be printed, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate proceeded to the appointment of a 
Chaplain on their part; and, on the ballots having 
been counted, it appeared that the Reverend Jesse 
Lee had a majority, and was elected. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, the galleries were 
oe and the doors of the Senate Chamber 
closed. 





Wepnespay, September 28. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the select committee appointed to revise 
the standing rules of the Senate; and the con- 
sideration thereof was further postponed to Tues- 
day next. 





Tuurspay, September 29. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
Thomas Leiper, President of the Common Coun- 
cil of the city of Philadel phia, and Liberty Browne, 
President of the Select Council, enclosing resolu- 
tions of those bodies, “ That in case Congress 
should deem a removal from the City of Wash- 
ington necessary, under existing circumstances, 
they will provide suitable places for their accom- 
modation, as well as that of the other Depart- 
ments of the Government, and the offices attached 
to them.” 

The letter and resolutions were read, and laid 
on the table. } 

Ordered, That the President and Directors of 
the Union Bank of Alexandria have leave to 
withdraw their memorial presented at the last 
session. 


Foreign Relations. 





OcrToser, 18/4. 





= 
= et ee 


On request, Mr. Brent, was excused from the 
committee to whom were referred the memorials 
of the President and Directors of the Washington 
and Eastern Branch Bridge companies; and Mr. 
B.epsoe was appointed in place of Mr. Brenr. 





Frivay, September 30. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
Richards and Mallory, booksellers of Georgetown 
offering the use of their books to the members of 
a during the present session which was 
read. 

Mr. Bvepsoe called up the memorial and reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Ken- 
tucky, relative to the division line between that 
State and the State of Tennessee, presented on 
the 15th February last; aud, on his motion, they 
were referred to a select committee, to consist of 
five members, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise. Messrs. BLepsor, Anperson, 
Daccett, Gites, and Brown, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. German presented the petition of David 
M. Clarkson and others, citizens of New York. 
praying the establishment of a National Bank, 
al au sca therein stated ; and the petition was 
read. 

Mr. Buiepsoe submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on next, pro- 
ceed to the election of a Secretary of the Senate. 








Satourpay, October 1. 

The Senate resumed the motion submitted yes- 
terday, respecting the election of a Secretary of 
the Senate; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed to Thursday next. 





Monpay, October 3. 

WiiitaM Hitt We ts, from the State of Dela- 
ware, took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Tay.or presented the petition of the citi- 
zens of the districts of Chesterfield, Kershaw, and 
Lancaster, of the State of South Carolina, and 
of the county of Anson, in the State of North 
Carolina, praying for the establishment of certain 
post routes and post offices, for reasons therein 
stated ; and the petition was read. 

Mr. Lacock submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
and report to the Senate the extent of the injury done 
the Capitol and other public buildings of the United 
States, by the enemy; the best means of preserving 
from further damage, by the weather, the remains of 
those edifices, and the expediency of an appropriation 
for repairing the same. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The following Message was received from the 
Pres:pent or THe Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit to the Senate a report from the Depart- 
ment of State complying with their resolution of the 
26th ultimo. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Ocroper 3, 1814. 
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Department or State, Oct. 1, 1814. 


The undersigned, acting as Secretary of State, to 
whom was referred the resolution of the Senate, re- 
questing the President to cause to be laid before the 
Senate such information in his possession, respecting 
the existing state of the relations between the United 
States and the Continental Powers of Europe, as he 
may deem not improper to be communicated, has the 
honor to report: 

That the relations of the United States with the 
Continental Powers of Europe continue to be those of 

ace and amity; nor is there, so far as is known to 
this Department, reasun to believe that an unfavorable 
change is likely to take place, 

Measures have been taken to continue our diploma- 
tic relations with France under the existing Govern- 
ment, and to renew those with Spain, which have 
been for a time interrupted by the peculiar circum- 
stances of that country. Diplomatic relations are also 
renewed with the United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries. The new Government has sent an Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United 
States, who has been received. 

‘With the other Powers of the Continent of Europe, 
our rélations have undergone no change since the last 
session of Congress. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES MONROE. 

The Presipent of the U.S. 





Tuespay, October 4. 


Victory on Lake Champlain. 


CONGRESS, 22 
SENATE. 
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VICTORY ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 

Mr Fair, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported, in part, the following resolutions, 
which were read, and passed to the second read- 
ing: 

Resolutions expressive of of the sense of Congress of 
the gallant conduct of Captain Thomas Macdonough, 
the officers, seamen, marines, and infantry serving 
as marines, on board the United States’ squadron on 
Lake Champlain. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the thanks of Congress be and the same 
are hereby presented to Captain Thomas Macdonough, 
and, through him, to the officers, petty officers, sea- 
men, marines, and infantry serving as marines, attach- 
ed to the squadron under his command, for the decisive 
and splendid victory gained on Lake Champlain, on 
the 11th of September, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, over a British squadron of 
superior force. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause gold medals to be struck, em- 
blematical of the action between the two squadrons, 
and to present them to Captain Macdonough and Cap- 
tain Robert Henly, and also to Lieutenant Stephen 
Cassin, in such manner as may be most honorable to 
them; and that the President be further requested to 
present a silver medal, with suitable emblems and de- 
vices, to each of the commissioned officers of the Navy 
and Army serving on board; and a sword to each of 


Jeremian Mason, from the State of New | the Midshipmen and Sailingmasters, who so nobly dis- 


Hampshire, took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the select committee appointed to revise 
the standing rules of the Senate; and, on the 
question to agree thereto, it was determined 
the negative. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion, 
submitted yesterday, for the appointment of a 


tinguished themselves in that memorable conflict. 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to present a silver medal, with like em- 
blems and devices, to the nearest male relative of 
Lieutenant Peter Gamble, and of Lieutenant John 


ee Stansbury, and to communicate to them the deep re- 


gret which Congress feel for the loss of those gallant 
men, whose names ought to live in the recollection and 
affection of a grateful country. 





committee to inquire into the extent of injury Resolved, That months’ pay be allowed, ex- 
done the Capitol, and other public edifices, by | clusively of the common allowance, to all the petty 
the enemy, and the best means of preserving them | officers, seamen, marines, and infantry serving as 
from further damage, by the weather; and agreed | marines, who so gloriously supported the honor of the 
thereto, and Messrs. Lacock, TayLor, Varnoum, | American flag on that memorable day. : 
ANDERSON, and Biss, were appointed the com-| Mr. Tart also communicated a letter from the 
mittee, | Secretary of the Navy, together with copies of 
documents in relation to the victory obtained by 
| the United States’ squadron, under the command 
of Captain Thomas Macdonough, over that of 
the enemy, on Lake Champlain; which was read, 
and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
' Senate. " 
| 





Wepnespay, October 5. 


The Senate spent the day in the consideration 
of Executive business. 








Tuorspay, October 6. 


Curistopuer Gore, from the State of Massa- | Fripay, October 7. 
chusetts; Wittiam Hunter, from the State of} The resolutions expressive of the sense of Con- 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations; and | gress of the gallant conduct of Captain Thomas 
Rurvs Kina, from the State of New York, sev- | Macdonough, the officers, seamen, and marines, 
erally attended. and infantry serving as marines, on board the 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the} United States’ squadron on Lake Champlain, 
motion submitted by Mr. Biepsos, the 30th Sep- | were read the second time, and considered as in 
tember; and, the blank having been filled, the | Committee of the Whole; and no amendment 
motion was agreed to, as follows: | having been proposed, the President reported them 


Resolved, That the Senate will, on Thursday | to the House accordingly ; and the resolutions 
next, proceed to the election of a Secretary of the | were ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time. 


Senate. 
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The resolutions were then read the third time, 
by unanimous consent, and passed unanimously. 
Mr. Worrusincron submitted the following | land warrants; and agreed thereto. 
motion : Mr. Tart, from the Committee on Naval Af. 
Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred | fairs, reported, in part, a r esolution expressive of 
the memorial of the Legislature of the Indiana Terri- | the sense of Congress relative to the victory o{ 
tory, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | the Peacock over the Epervier; and the resoly- 
extending the time for locating Virginia military land | tion was read, and passed to the second reading. 
warrants; and that they have leave to report by billor| Mr. Tarr communicated a letter from the Sec- 
otherwise. retary for the Department of the Navy, with copies 
On motion, by Mr. Gore. of the official account and other papers, relative 
Resolved, unanimously, That the Senate, from | to the capture of the enemy’s sloop of war Eper- 
a sincere desire of testifying their respect for the | vier, by the United States’ sloop of war Pea- 
long and faithful services of their late Secretary, | cock, commanded by Captain Warrington; and 
Samuet A. Oris, Esq., who performed the duties | the letter and documents therein referred to were 
of that office with punctuality and exactness, from | read; and ordered to be printed for the use of the 


CTOBER, 1814 
Territory to inquire into the expediency of ex. 
tending the time for locating Virginia military 








) 
| 


the commencement of this Government until the 
close of the last session of Congress, will go into 


Senate. 
A message from the House of Representatives 


mourning for one month, in the usual method of | informed the Senate that the House have passed 


wearing crape round the left arm. 


MR. JEFFERSON’S LIBRARY. 

Mr. Go.tpssorouaes, from the joint committee 
on the Library of Congress, reported a joint reso- 
lation empowering the committee to contract for 
the purchase of the library of Mr. Jefferson, late 
President of the United States, for the use of Con- 
gress ; and the resolution was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 


a bill, entitled “An act further to extend the right 
of suffrage, and to increase the number of mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council in the Mississippi 
Territory,” in which they request the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


The following Message was received from the 
PresipenT oF THE UnitTep States: 


On motion, by Mr. GotpsBorouan, the resolu- | 7 the Senate and Houseo 


tion was read the second time by unanimous 
consent and considered as in Committee of the 


Representatives of the United States : 


: I lay before C icati just received 
Whole; and on motion, by Mr. Kine, the further | ¢. See eee a 


consideration thereof was postponed. 
The report is as follows: 


om the Plenipotentiaries of the United States, charged 
with negotiating peace with Great Britain, showing 
the conditions on which alone that Government is wil- 


“ That they have received, through Mr. Samuel H. | ling to put an end to the war. 


Smith, an offer from Mr. Jefferson, late President of 


The instructions to those Plenipotentiaries, disclos- 


the United States, of the whole of his library for Con- | ing the grounds on which they were authorized to ne- 
gress, on such terms as they consider highly advan- | gotiate and conclude a treaty of peace, will be the sub- 
tageous to the nation, and worthy the distinguished | ject of another communication. 


gentleman who tenders it. But the means placed at 
the disposal of the committee being very limited, and 


- totally inadequate to the purchase of such a library as | 5, 
that now offered, the committee must have recourse fo 


to Congress either to extend their powers, or adopt 
such other as they may think most proper. 

“Should it he the sense of Congress to confide this 
matter to the committee, they respectfully 
following resolution : 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the joint library committee of the two 
Houses of Congress be, and they are hereby, authorized 
and empowered to contract, on their part, for the pur- 
chase of the library of Mr. Jefferson, late President of 


Wasurneton, October 10, 1814. 


The Message and documents were read, and 
e thousand copies thereof ordered to be printed 
r the use of the Senate. 


MR. JEFFERSON’S LIBRARY. 
Mr. Goxtpssoroues, chairman of the joint 


submit the | Library Committee of Congress, communicated a 


letter from Samuel H. Smith, Esq., enclosing one 
from Mr. Jefferson, tendering the disposition of 
his library to Congress ; which were read. 

Mr. Jefferson’s letter is as follows : 


Monticetro, September 21, 1814. 
Dear Sir: I learn from the newspapers that the 


the United States, for the use of both Houses of Con- | Vandalism of our enemy has triumphed at Washing- 


gress.” 





Monpay, October 10. 
Georce Wacker, appointed a Senator by the 
Executive of the State of Kentucky, in place of 
George M. Bibb, resigned, produced his creden- 


ton, over science as well as the arts, by the destruction 
of the public library, with the noble edifice in which it 
was deposited. Of this transaction, as of that of Co- 
penhagen, the world will entertain but one sentiment. 
They will see a nation suddenly withdraw from a great 
war, full armed and full handed, taking advantage of 
another whom they had recently forced into it, un- 


tials, was qualified, and he took his seat in the | armed and unprepared, to indulge themselves in acts 


Senate. 


of barbarism which does not belong to a civilized age. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the motion | When Van Tromp destroyed their shipping at Chatham, 
submitted the 7th instant, directing the committee | and De Ruyter rode triumphantly up the Thames, 
on the memorial of the Legislature of the Indiana | he might, in like manner, by the acknowledgment of 
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their own historians, have forced all their ships up to | not be urged, I must add, that I have not revised the 
London bridge, and there have burnt them, the Tower, library since I came home to live, so that it is probable 
and city, had these examples been then set. London, | some of the books may be missing, except in the chap- 
when thus menaced, was near a thousand years old; | ters of law and divinity, which have been revised, and 
Washington but in its teens. stand exactly as in the catalogue, which will of course 
| presume it will be among the early objects of Con- be needed, whether the tender be accepted or not. I 
to recommence their collection. This will be | do not know that it contains any branch of science 
dificult while the war continues, and intercourse with which Congress would wish to exclude from their col- 
Europe is attended with so much risk. You know my | lection. There is in fact no subject to which a mem- 
collection, its condition and extent. I have been fifty | ber of Congress may not have occasion to refer. But 
years making it, and have spared no pains, opportunity such a wish would not correspond with my views of 
or expense, to make it what it nowis. While residing | preventing its dismemberment. My design is either 
in Paris I devoted every afternoon I was disengaged, | to place it in their hands entire, or preserve it so here. 
fora Summer or two, in examining all the principal | I am engaged in making an alphabetical index of the 
bookstores, turning over every book with my own | authors’ names, to be annexed to the catalogue, in or- 
hands, and putting by everything which related to | der to facilitate the finding their works in the catalogue, 
America, and, indeed, whatever was rare and valuable | which I will forward to you as soon as completed. 
in every science; besides this, I had standing orders, | Any agreement you shall be so good as to take the 
during the whole time I was in Europe, in its princi- | trouble of entering into with the committee, I hereby 
book marts, particularly Amsterdam, Frankfort, | confirm. 
Madrid, and London, for such works relating to Amer-| Accept the assurance of my great esteem and respect, 
ica as could not be found in Paris. So that in that THOMAS JEFFERSO a 
department, particularly, such a collection was made as The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of 
pea can never again be effected; because it is : Whole, the “ resolution empowering the joint 





ardly probable that the same opportunities, the same | library committee to contract for the purchase of 
time, industry, perseverance, and expense, with some | Mr. Jefferson’s library ;” and, noamendment hav- 
knowledge of the bibliography of the subject, would | ing been proposed, the President reported it to 
again happen tobe in concurrence. During the same | the House accordingly; and on the question, 


period, and after my return to America, I was led to | Shall this resolution be engrossed and read a third 
procure also whatever related to the duties of those in | ;jme? jit was determined in the affirmative. 


the highest concerns of the nation ; so that the collec- On motion by Mr. Fromentin, it was read a 
tion, which I suppose is of between nine and ten thou-| 1) i+4 time by unanimous consent ‘and passed. 
sand volumes, while it includes what is chiefly valuable ’ 

in science and literature generally, extends more par- 
ticularly to whatever belongs to the American states- 
man; in the diplomatic and parliamentary branches, 
it is particularly full. It is long since I have been 
sensible it ought not to continue private property, and 
had provided that, at my death, Congress should have 
the refusal of it, at their own price; but the loss they 
have now incurred makes the present the proper mo- 
ment for their accommodation, without regard to the 
small remnant of time and the barren use of my enjoy- 
ing it. I ask of your friendship, therefore, to make for 
me the tender of it to the Library Committee of Con- 
gress, not knowing myself of whom the committee con- 








Tuespay, October 11. 


The bill, entitled “An act further to extend the 
right of suffrage, and to increase the number of 
members of the Legislative Council of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory.” was read the second time; 
and referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. Morrow, Biep- 
soe, and CrHAcE, were appointed the committee. 

The resolution “ expressive of the sense of Con- 
gress relative to the victory of the Peacock over 
the Epervier,” was read the second time, and con- 
ons eal i hich will enabl sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and, no 
aunties oF oe oe catalogue, which wil enable | amendment having been proposed, the President 

em to judge of its contents. Nearly the whole are ouek it. te. then EA daabe tend th 
well bound—abundance of them elegantly, and of the ae see "4 —_ bo ied insty 3 a i 
choicest editions. ‘They may be valued by the persons | * esolution was ordered to be engrossed and rea 
named by themselves, and the payment made conve- | @ third time. : 
nient to the public; it may be, for instance, in such Agreeably to the resolution of the 6th instant, 
annual instalments as the law of Congress has left at | the Senate proceeded to the election of a Secre- 
their disposal, or in stock of any of their late loans or | tary, and the whole number of ballots collected 
any loan they may institute at this session, so as to | Was thirty-one, of which Cuar.es Courts, had six- 
spare the present calls of our country, and await its | teen, and was accordingly elected in the place of 
days of peace and prosperity. They may enter, never- | Samuel Allyne Otis, deceased. 
theless, into immediate use of it, as eighteen or twenty 





‘wagons would place it in Washington in a single trip Wepnespay, October 12. 


“e fortnight. [should be willing, indeed, to retain 
afew of the books to amuse the time I have yet to oe : 
pess, which might be valued with the rest, but not in- administered to Cuar.es Corts, Esq., Secretary 


cluded in the sum of valuation until they should be of the Senate. ; 

restored at my death, which I would cheerfully provide Mr. F Sanaa from the committee, reported 
for, so that the whole library, as it stands in the cata- | the resolution expressive of the sense of Congress 
logue at this moment, should be theirs, without any | relative to the victory of the Peacock over the 
garbling. Those I should like to retain would be | Epervier, correctly engrossed; and it was read a 
chiefly classical and mathematical, some few in other | third time. 
branches, and particularly one of the five Encyclope-| Resolved, unanimously, That the said resolu- 
dias in the catalogue ; but this, if not acceptable, would ! tion do pass. 


The oaths prescribed were, by the President, 
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Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act further to 
extend the right of suffrage. and to increase the 
number of members of the Legislative Council in 
the Mississippi Territory,” reported it without 
amendment. 





Tuurspay, October 13. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act further to extend the right of suffrage, and to 
increase the number of members of the Legislative 
Council of the Mississippi Territory; and, on 
motion, by Mr. Gives, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to Monday next. 





Fripay, October 14. 


Mr. Go_psBorouGu presented the memorial of 
Washington Bowie, and others, owners of the 
ship Allegany, praying to be reimbursed the 
value of said vessel, which was seized and con- 
demned at Gibraltar by the enemy, whilst em- 
ployed in the service of the United States, for 
reasons stated at large in the memorial; which 
was read, and referred toa select committee, to 
consider and report thereon, by bill or otherwise ; 
and Messrs. GoLpssporouGH, Gore, and Cuace, 
were appointed the committee. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT OF THE Unitep States: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I now transmit to Congress copies of the instruc- 
tions to the Plenipotentiaries of the United States, 
charged with negotiating a peace with Great Britain, 
as referred to in my Message of the 10th instant. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasarnctron October 13, 1814. 

The Message and documents therein referred 
to, not confidentially communicated, were read, 
and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Biss, 

Resolved, That the Message and documents, 
together with several communications of the 
President of the United States to the Senate, 
since the commencement of the present session, 
relating to our foreign affairs, be referred to a se- 
lect committee. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Biss, Taytor, Kina, 
Brown, and Cuace, be the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Anverson, the galleries 
were cleared and the doors of the Senate Cham- 
ber closed. 





Saturpay, October 15. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
resolutions expressive of the sense of Congress of 
the gallantry and good conduct with which the 
reputation of the arms of the United States has 
been sustained by Major General Brown, Major 
General Scott, and Brigadiers Ripley, Miller, 
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Porter, Gaines, and Macomb,” in which they re. 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

The resolutions last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Mason, the Secretary of 
the Senate was required to purchase, for the use 
of the Senate, four copies of the laws of the Uni. 
ted States, and two copies of Graydon’s Digest of 
said laws. 





Monpay, October 17. 


The resolutions expressive of the sense of Con- 
gress of the gallantry and good conduct with 
which the reputation of the arms of the United 
States has been sustained by Major General 
Brown, Major General Scott, and Brigadiers Rip- 
ley, Miller, Porter, Gaines, and Macomb,” were 
read the second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to consider and report 
thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act further to extend the right of suffrage, and to 
increase the number of members of the Legisla- 
tive Council, in the Mississippi Territory ;” and, 
on motion of Mr. Buepsosr, the consideration 
thereof was further postponed to Wednesday next. 

Mr. Morrow presented the petition of Edward 
Bland and others, inhabitants of the City of 
Washington, lately employed at the navy yard, 
praying indemnification for the loss of a quantity 
of tools, which, with the public buildings, were 
consumed by order of the Secretary of the Navy, 
as is stated in the petition; which was read, and 
referred to the Secretary for the Department of 
Navy, to consider and report thereon to the Sen- 
ate, 

Mr. Tay or presented the petition of Jeremiah 
Searcy, formerly a citizen of South Carolina, now 
a citizen of Madison county, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, an old Revolutionary soldier, praying re- 
lief, for reasons stated at large in the petition; 
which was read. 


Mr. Tarr, from the Naval Committee, reported, 


in part, a resolution expressive of the sense of 
Congress relative to the capture of the British 
sloop Reindeer by the American sloop Wasp;” 
and the resolution was read, and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. Tait communicated a letter from the Sec- 
retary for the Department of Navy, with copies 
of the documents relative to the capture and de- 
struction of the enemy’s sloop of war Reindeer, 
by the American sloop of war Wasp, commanded 
by Captain Johnston Blakely ; and the letter and 
documents therein -referred to were read, and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 





Tuespay, October 18. 


Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill further 
extending the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants, and for returning the surveys 
thereon to the General Land Office ; and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 
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The PresipeNnT communicated a letter from 
Peter Landais, together with a representation of 
his claim against the United States; which were 
read, and referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. FRoMENTIN, WALKER, and Brown, were 
appointed the committee. 

he resolution expressive of the sense of Con- 
ress relative to the capture of the British sloop 
eindeer by the American sloop Wasp, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole; and no amendment having been 
proposed, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly ; and the resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 








Wepnespay, October 19. 


The bill further extending the time for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and for return- 
ing the surveys thereon to the General Land Of- 
fice, was read the second time. 

Mr. Fromenrin, from the committee, reported 
the resolution expressive of the sense of Congress 
relative to the capture of the British sloop Rein- 
deer by the American sloop Wasp, correctly en- 
grossed; which was read the third time, and passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Gites from tue Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom were referred the resolutions 
expressive of the sense of Congress of the gallant- 
ry and good conduct with which the reputation 
of the arms of the United States has been sustained 
by Major General Brown, Major General Scott, 
and Brigadiers Ripley, Miller, Rasen Gaines, and 
Macomb, reported them with amendments; which 
were read and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and agreed to; and on motion, by Mr. 
Ropinson, the resolutions were further amended, 
and the President reported them to the House ac- 
cordingly. 

On the question, Shall these resolutions be read 
athird time as amended ? it was determined in 
the affirmative. 

The resolutions were then read a third time as 
amended, by unanimous consent, and passed unan- 
mously with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr, Fromentin, it was agreed 

that the title thereof be amended. 
_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the resolution which originated in the Senate em- 
powering the joint Library Committee of Congress 
to contract forthe purchase of Mr. Jefferson’s li- 
brary, with an amendment, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act further to extend the right of suffrage, and 
to increase the number of members of the Legis- 
lative Council in the Mississippi Territory ; and 
the President having reported it to the House 
without amendment, on the question, Shall this 
bill be read a third time? it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 16, nays 12, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bledsoe, Chace, Condit, 


Proceedings. 





Senate. 








Gaillard, German, Goldsborough, Lacock, Morrow, Rob- 
erts, Robinson, Turner, Varnum, Walker, Wharton, 
and Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Daggett, Fromentin, Giles, 
Horsey, Hunter, King, Mason, Tait, ‘Taylor, Thomp- 
son, and Wells. 





Tuurspay, October 20. 


Samvuet Sairn, from the State of Maryland, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the reso- 
lution empowering the joint Library Committee 
of Congress to contract for the purchase of Mr. 
Jefferson’s library. 

On motion, by Mr. Mason, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to the first 
Monday in April next, it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 7, nays 21, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Daggett, German, Gore, Horsey, 
King, Mason, and Thompson. 

Naxys—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Goldsbor- 
ough, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, Wharton, and Worth- 
ington. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That they concurtherein. 

The bill, entitled “An act further to extend the 
right of suffrage, and to increase the number of 
members of the Legislative Council in the Mis- 
sissippi Territory,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill further ex- 
tending the time for locating Virginia military 
Jand warrants, and for returning the surveys 
thereon to the General Land Office; and, no 
amendment having been proposed, the President 
reported it to the House accordingly ; and it was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 





Frivay, October 21. 


The bill further extending the time for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and for returning 
the surveys thereon to the General Land Office, 
was read a third time; and on motion, by Mr. 
FRoMENTIN, the bill was amended by unanimous 
consent; and on motion by Mr. Morrow, the 
blanks were filled, first, with “ three,” second, with 
“ five.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

Mr. German submitted the following motion : 


Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred 
that part of the President’s Message which relates to 
the classification of the militia, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of adopting the following plan, 
viz: That the whole militia of the United States be 
divided intu classes of ten men ; that it be obligatory 
on each class to furnish, on the requisition of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, on the first Monday of 
April, annually, one able-bodied man, who shall serve 
for the term of one year, in a corps of local militia, to 
be organized in each State for the defence thereof. 


Mr. FromMENTIN submitted the following motion : 
Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the 
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Senate, a list of all the bills which have been laid be- 
fore the Senate at any former session, and which have 
been rejected by the Senate, or by the House of Rep- 
resentatives ; and that a similar list be thus printed at 
the beginning of every session of Congress. 


The Senate adjourned to Monday. 





Monpay, October 24. 


Joun Lampert, from the State of New Jersey, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the resolutions 
expressive of thesense of Congress of the gallantry 
and good conduct with which the reputation of 
the arms of the United States has been sustained 
by Major General Brown, Major General Scott, 
and Brigadiers Ripley, Miller, Porter, Gaines, and 
Macomb. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives to the resolutions last mentioned. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, 

Resolved, That they insist on their amend- 
ments, and ask a conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses; and, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Gites, Smiru,and Var- 
NnuM, be the managers at the said conference on 
the part of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 21st 
instant, by Mr. German, respecting the classifi- 
cation of the militia; and the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. GoLpssorouGu, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to lay before the Senate (pro- 
vided he shall not consider the same improper to 
be communicated, ) the proof of any traffic carried 
on in the West Indies, by the sale of negroes taken 
from the United States by the British forces since 
the present war, which was alluded to in the let- 
ter of the Secretary of State to the American 
Plenipotentiaries at Gottenburg, of date 28th day 
of January, 1814, and contained in his late Mes- 
sage to Congress. 

he Senate resumed the motion made the 21st 
instant, to print a list of rejected bills; and, on 
motion, by Mr. Fromentin, it was amended; 
and the further consideration thereof postponed.. 





Touespay, October 25. 


The Senate resumed the motion made the 21st 
instant, respecting the classification of the militia, 
and the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 21st 
instant, to print a list of rejected bills; and on 
motion, by Mr. Lacock, it was referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon, and 
Messrs. Fromentin, Lacock, and VaRNoM, were 
appointed the committee. 





Wepnespay, October 26. 
Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


Memorial of Stephen Girard. 
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reported, in part, a bill authorizing the President 
of the United States to cause to be built or pur- 
chased the vessels therein described ; and the bi! 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on their 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate. 
to the resolutions “expressive of the sense of 
Congress of the gallantry and good conduct with 
which the reputation of the arms of the United 
States has been sustained by Major General 
Brown, Major General Scott, and Brigadiers Rip- 
ley, Miller, Porter, Gaines,and Macomb.” They 
agree to the conference proposed on the subject, 
and have appointed managers on their part. 

The Senate resumed the motion made on the 
21st instant, by Mr. German, respecting the class- 
ification of the militia; and agreed thereto. 


MEMORIAL OF STEPHEN GIRARD. 

Mr. Roperts presented the memorial of Ste- 
phen Girard, of the city of Philadelphia, stating 
that he has established a bank upon his own for- 
tune and credit, and for his own exclusive emol- 
ument, and that, by the construction given to the 
act of Congress laying duties on notes of banks, 
bankers, &c., he is excluded from the privileges 
enjoyed by other banking companies, and praying 
relief, for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; 
which was read, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consider and report thereon by bill or other- 
wise; and Messrs Roserts, Smiru, and Dac- 
GETT, were appointed the committee. 

The memorial is as follows : 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Con- 
gress assembled, the memorial of Stephen Girard, of 
the city of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsy!l- 
vania, merchant and banker, respectfully showeth : 


That your memoralist has established a bank in the 
city of Philadelphia, upon the foundation of his own 
individual fortune and credit, and for his own exclu- 
sive emolument, and that he is willing most cheerfully 
to contribute, in common with his fellow-citizens 
throughout the United States, a full proportion of the 
taxes which have been imposed for the support of the 
National Government according to the profits of his 
occupation and the value of his estate ; but a construc- 
tion has been given to the acts of Congress laying du- 
ties on notes of banks, &c., from which great difficul- 
ties have occurred and great inequalities daily pro- 
duced to the disadvantage of his bank, that were not, 
it is confidently believed, within the contemplation of 
the Legislature. 

That the first section of the act of Congrees of the 
2d August, 1813, having imposed a stamp duty on 
notes issued by any banker or bankers, as well as by any 
banks or companies, either incorporated or not incor- 
porated, it is provided by the second section of the act, 
“that in respect to any stamp on any of the notes of 
the banks or companies aforesaid, now established, or 
which may hereafter be established within the United 
States, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to agree to an annual composition, in lieu of such 
stamp duty, with any of the said banks or companies, 
of 14 per centum on the amount of the annual divi- 
dend made by such banks to their stockholders respec- 
tively ;that your memorialist, in due season, offered to 
enter into the said composition, at the rate of 14 per 
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centum on the amount of the annual profit of this 
bank, deeming the annual profit of an individual bank- 
er equivalent, in language and in law, to the annual 
dividend of a bank established by a corporation or com- 

. That it has been officially declared, however, 
that the second section of the act of Congress does not 
authorize a composition with an individual banker, be- 
cause it speaks only of banks and companies, (not of 
banker and bankers,) and because it speaks only of 
dividends (not of profits) made to the stockholders ; and 
that hence an individual banker, acting upon a capital 
ofone million of doljars, and issuing bank notes to the 
amount of one million of dollars, is subjected to the 
prompt payment of a duty amounting to $10,000, 
while an incorporated bank, or even a private company 
of two or three bankers, acting upon the same amount 
of capital and issuing the same amount of bank notes, 
will only be liable, periodically, to the payment of a 
duty amounting to $1,500, upon the customary annual 
dividend of ten per cent. 

That the first section of the act of Congress of the 
2d August, 1813, imposes a stamp duty upon any prom- 
issory note, or notes, payable either to bearer or order, 
issued by any banks or companies, or by any banker 
or bankers ; that the eighth section, of the act provided 
that no banks or companies, which shall not have 
compounded for thé stamp duty, shall issue any bank 
bill or promissory note, unless upon paper duly stamped 
and whereon the respective duties shall have been paid ; 
and the twelfth section of the act declares, that all the 
paper wanted for the purpose of the stamp duty, except- 
ing paper for bank notes, shall be furnished, at the ex- 
pense of the United States, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. ‘That, after the rejection of this offer to en- 
ter into a composition for the stamp duty, your memo- 
rialist has complied with the directions of the law, and 
has transmitted to the Commissioner of the Revenue 
sheets of bank notes in order to be stamped. 

That, independent of the great hazard and delay to 
which your memorialist is exposed by these operations, 
it is obvious, from the texture and quality of bank pa- 
per, that the stamp, as at present impressed on bank 
notes, must disappear in the course of an extensive cir- 
culation, producing some uncertainty in the revenue, 
and probably great injustice to individuals. 

And your memoralist, having submitted these con- 
siderations to the wisdom of Congress, respectfully 
prays, that the act of Congress may be so amended, as 
to permit the Secretary of the Treasury to enter into 
acomposition for the stamp duty, in the case of private 
bankers as well as in the case of corporations and com- 
panies, or so as to render the duty equal in its opera- 
tions upon every denomination of bankers. 

STEPHEN GIRARD. 

Parranetpara, October 24, 1814. 








Taurspay, October 27. 


The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to cause to be built or purchased the 
vessels therein described, was read the second 
time; and, on motion, by Mr. Tart, was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole; and, after 
progress, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Gives, from the managers on the part of 
the Senate, at the conference on the amendments 
of the Senate disagreed to by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the resolutions “ expressive of the 
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sense of Congress of the gallantry and good con- 
duct with which the reputation of the arms of 
the United States has been sustained by Major 
General Brown. Major General Scott, and Brig- 
adiers Ripley, Miller, Porter, Gaines, and Ma- 
comb,” reported that the conferees had agreed to 
certain modifications of the amendments; and 
the report was read. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein, and 
that the resolutions be amended accordingly. 





Faipay, October 28. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to cause to be 
built or purchased the vessels therein described. 

On motion, by Mr. Fromenrtin, to insert, sec. 
1, line 4, after the word “ purchased,” “ manned, 
equipped, and officered,” and to strike out the 
residue of the section, after the word “ each,” in 
the seventh line, as follows: “and to be manned, 
equipped, and officered, in the manner which he 
shall judge most expedient :” 

The Senate heing equally divided, the Presi- 
dent determined the question in the affirmative ; 
and the bill having been amended, the President 
reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question to agree to the said amend- 
ment, it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
20, nays 7, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Chace, Daggett, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Goldsborough, 
Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Mason, Robinson, 
Smith, Tait, Thompson, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Condit, Lacock, Rob- 
erts, Turner, and Wharton. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. The bill as amended is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That, in addition to the present 
Naval Establishment, the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be 
built or purchased, manned, equipped, and officered, 
any number of vessels, not exceeding , which, in 
his opinion, the public service may require, to carry 
not less than nor more than guns each, and 
to be manned, equipped, and officered, in the manner 
which he shall judge most expedient. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
building and purchase and equipping of these vessels, 
the sum of dollars be and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

















Monpay, October 31. 


On motion, by Mr. Smira, the petition of David 
M. Clarkson, and others, citizens of New York, 
praying the establishment of a National Bank, pre- 
sented the 30th ultimo, was referred to the select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Kine, Smira, Tay or, Biss, and Mason, 
were appuinted the committee, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
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a bill, entitled “An act to authorize a loan fora 
sum not exceediog three millions of dollars,” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to cause to be built or purchased the 
vessels herein described having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read a 
third time ; and the blanks were filled ; first with 
“twenty,” second, with “ eight,” third, with “four- 
teen,” fourth. with “six hundred thousand.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause to be built or purchased 
the vessels therein described.” 





Tuespay, November 1. 


The bill, entitled “An act to authorize a loan 
for a sum not exceeding three millions of dollars.” 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee to consider and report thereon ; and 
Messrs. Gore, Biss, and Smiru, were appointed 
the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution requesting the President of the Uni- 
ted States to recommend a day of public humil- 
iation, fasting, and prayer, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The resolution last mentioned was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Lacock submitted the following motion: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be au- 
thorized to audit and control the accounts for the fune- 
ral expenses of Samuel A. Otis, Esquire, late Secretary 
of the Senate, and for a monument erected to his 
memory; and that the expenses be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. And the resolution 
was read. 


Ordered, That it pass to the second reading. 





Wepnespay, November 2. 

Samvet W. Dana, from the State of Connec- 
tieut, took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Rozerrs presented the memorial of Oli- 
ver Evans, praying a general extension of the 
patent term, or a renewal of his patent for his 
improvements in steam engines; for reasons sta- 
ted at large in the memorial; which was read, 
and referred to-a select committee, to consist of 
five members, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Roserts, Smita, 
Dana, ANDERSON, and VARNUM, were appointed 
the committee. 

The resolution authorizing the Committee of 
Accounts to audit and control the accounts for 
the funeral expenses of Samuel A. Otis, Esquire, 
late Secretary of the Senate, was read the second 
time. 

The resolution requesting the President of the 
United States to recommend a day of public hu- 
miliation, fasting, and prayer, was read the second 
time. 


Proceedings. 


————n 


Novemser, 1814, 





A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passeq 
a bill, entitled “An act for the reliet of the petty 
officers and seamen under the command of Cap. 
tain Joshua Barney,” in which bill they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 





Tuurspay, November 3. 


Mr. Roperrs, from the committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Stephen Girard, re- 
ported a bill supplementary to an act laying du- 
ties on notes of banks, bankers, and certain com- 
panies ; on notes, bonds, and obligations, discounted 
by banks, bankers, and certain companies ; and on 
bills of exehange of certain descriptions; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Buepsoe submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing, by law, an additional numberof military acad- 
emies. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
petty officers and seamen under the command of 
Captain Joshua Barney,” was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committeeon Naval 
Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the resolution author- 
izing the Committee of Accounts to audit and 
control the accounts for the funeral expenses of 
Samuel A. Otis, Esquire, late Secretary of the 
Senate; and, no amendment having been pro- 
posed, the President reported it to the House ac- 
cordingly ; and the resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the resolution re- 
questing the President of the United States to 
recommend a day of public bumiliation, fasting, 
and prayer; and, no amendment having been 
proposed, it was ordered to a third reading. 

he resolution was then read a third treme by 
unanimous consent, and passed. 

Mr. Gore, from the committee, to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a 
loan for a sum not exceeding three millions of 
dollars,” reported it without amendment; and 
the bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. : 

On motion, by Mr. Gore, to strike out, of sec- 
tion 5, after the word “thereof,” in the 20th line, 
to the end of the section, and insert, betweeu sec- 
tions 5 and 6, the following: 

“Szc. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
tion to the annual sum of eight millions of dollars, 
heretofore appropriated to the Sinking Fund, a further 
annual sum, to be provided by permanent funds, and 
which shail be equal to the interest payable upon the 
stock created by virtue of this act, together with a sum 
that shall be equal to one per centum upon the whole 
principal of said stock, shall, during the present session 
of Congress, be appropriated to the said Sinking Fund, 
and vested in the commissioners thereof, in trust, to be 
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by them applied to pay the interest and to reimburse 
the principal of the said stock created by this act ;” 

And, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 





Fripay, November 4. 


Mr. GotpssorouGn, from the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of Bowie and 
Kurtz, and others, made a report; which was 
read. 

He also reported a bill for the relief of Bowie 
and Kurtz, and others, and the bill was read, and | 

ssed to the second reading. 

Mr. Tarr. from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the petty officers and seamen 
under the command of Captain Joshua Barney,” 
reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day, instructing the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
by law an additional number of military acade- 
mies, and agreed thereto. 

The bill supplementary to an act laying duties 
on notes of banks, bankers, and certain compa- 
nies; on notes, bonds, and obligations, discounted 
by banks, bankers, and certain companies; and 
on bills of exchange of certain descriptions, was 
read the second time. 

The resolution authorizing the Committee of 
Accounts to audit and control the accounts for 
the funeral expenses of Samuel A. Otis, Esquire, 
late Secretary of the Senate, was read a third 
time. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this resolution 
pass, as follows: 


Proceedings. 





SenaTe. 





son, Dana, and Tait, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Dana submitted the following motions: 

Resolved, That the committee to whom wes referred 
so much of the President’s Message as relates to naval 
affairs, be instructed to inquire what provision should 
be made for the appointment of officers above the 
grade of captain, in the Navy of the United States. 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed to 
inquire what provision should be made for conferring 
naval rank, by brevet, in consideration of meritorious 
service. 


Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported, in part, a bill making further 
provision for filling the ranks of the Army of the 
United States; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 


he Ist section of this bill provides that recruiting 
officers shall be authorized to enlist into the Army of 
the United States any free, effective, able-bodied man 
between the ages of eighteen and fifty years. 

The 2d section repeals so much of former acts as 
requires the consent in writing of the parent, master 
or guardian, to authorize the enlistment of persons un- 
der 21 years of age, provided masters of apprentices 
who enlist shall receive acertain portion of the bounty 
money, &c. 

The 3d section allows to future recruits three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, in lieu of the land 
bounty now allowed by law. 

The 4th section provides “that any person subject 
to militia duty, who shall, according to law, furnish a 
recruit for the Army, at his own expense, to serve 
during the war, shall thereafter be exempt from militia 
duty during the war,” &c.] 


Mr. Gixes also reported, in part, a bill to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to call 


“That the Committee of Accounts be author- | upon the several States and Territories thereof 
ized to audit and control the accounts for the | for their respective quotas of —— thousand mili- 


funeral expenses of Samuel A. Otis, Esquire, 
late Secretary of the Senate, and for a monu- 
ment erected to his memory; and that the ex- 
penses be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate.” 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
aet to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding 
three millions of dollars,” together with the 
amendments proposed thereto by Mr. Gore; and 
having eereea to the amendments, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 





Saturpay, November 5. 


tia, for the defence of the frontiers of the United 
States; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, and 
others, was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize a loan 
for a sum not exceeding three millions of dollars,” 
was read a third time as amended, and passed, 
with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the petty officers and seamen 
under the command of Captain Joshua Barney ;” 
and the bill having been amended, the President 
reported it to the House accordingly ; and, 

On the question, to agree to the amendment, 
made in Committee of the Whole, to strike out, 
of lines 6 and 7, “and losses ;” it was determined 


Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Ed-| in the negative. 


ward Barry, sailingmaster, and George Hodge, 


On motion, by Mr. Brown, the further consid- 


boatswain, in the navy yard of the United States, | eration thereof was postponed until Monday next. 
at Washington, praying indemnification for the The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
loss of household furniture, books, and instru- | Whole, the consideration of the bill supplement- 
ments of navigation, destroyed by the fire, as is| ary to an act laying duties on notes of banks, 
stated in the petition; which was read, and re- | bankers, and certain companies ; on notes, bonds, 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and report | and obligations, discounted by banks, bankers, and 
thereon by bill or otherwise ; and Messrs. ANpER-! certain companies; and on bills of exchange of 
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cértain descriptions ; and, after debate, the further | the Committee on Naval Affairs, to consider and 


consideration thereof was postponed until Mon- 
day next. 





Monpay, November 7. 


On motion, by Mr. Gives, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
cause to be procured and delivered to each mem- 
ber of the Senate a copy of the military laws and 
rules and regulations for the Army of the United 
States. 

The bill making further provision for filling 
the ranks of the Army of the United States, was 
read the second time, and the further considera- 
tion thereof postponed to, and made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to call upon the several States and 
Territories thereof, for their respective quotas of 
thousand militia, for the defence of the fron- 
tiers of the United States, was read the second 
time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motions made the 5th instant, by Mr. Dana, for 
instructing the Committee on Naval Affairs rel- 
ative to the appointment of naval officers above 
the grade of captain. and for conferring naval 
rank by brevet, in consideration of meritorious 
service; and agreed thereto. 

Mr. Fromentin submitted the following mo- 
tion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
directed to inquire into the causes which may have 
prevented, till now, a compliance with the following 
resolutions, passed by the Senate on the 18th March, 
1814: 

“ Resolved, That it be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Navy to devise and digest a system for the better 
organization of the Department of the Navy of the 
United States, and to report the same to the Senate at 
the commencement of their next session.” 

“ Resolved, That it be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Navy to digest, or cause to be digested, all the 
laws now in force relative to the naval establishment 
and marine corps, and to report the same to the Sen- 
ate at the commencement of their next session.” 

Mr. Mason submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to cause to be laid be- 
fore the Senate a statement of the number of privates 
and non-commissioned officers enlisted within each 
State or Territory for the Army of the United States, 
since the commencement of the present war ; specify- 
ing the year of their enlistments, and the term of time 
for which they were enlisted; and, also, the number 
of commissioned officers of each rank in the Army of 
the United States, specifying the number, with their 
respective ranks, belonging to each State or Territory. 

Mr. Sura presented the petition of George P. 
Stevenson and others, merchants and shipowners 
of the city of Baltimore, praying that the owners 
of private armed vessels may receive an adequate 
compensation for every ton of shipping belonging 
to the enemy, which they shall burn, sink, or de- 
stroy, on the high seas; for reasons stated at large 
in the petition ; which was read, and referred to 





report thereon by bill or otherwise. 





Tuespay, November 8. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, by Mr, Fromenrin, in 
relation to the non-compliance with the resolu- 
tions passed by the Senate on the 18th of March, 
1814; and on motion by Mr. Tarr, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until Mon- 
day next. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day, by Mr. Mason, requesting a statement of 
enlistments within each State or Territory for 
the Army of the United States since the com- 
mencement of the present war; and, on motion, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have appointed 
a committee on their part, jointly with the commit- 
tee to be appointed on the part of the Senate, to 
wait on the President of the United States and 
request him to recommend a day of public humil- 
iation, fasting, and prayer, in pursuance of the 
joint resolution passed for that purpose. 


UNIFORM MILITIA. 


Mr. Worraineton, from the Committee on 
the Militia of the United States, reported, in part, 
a bill farther in addition to an act, entitled “An 
act more effectually to provide for the national 
defence by establishing a uniform militia through- 
out the United States ;” and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The bill is as follows: 

A bill further in addition to the act, entitled an act 
more effectually to provide for the national defence 


by establishing a uniform militia throughout the Uni- 
ted States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Dnited States of America in - 
gress assembled, That, in addition to the citizens di- 
rected to be enrolled by the first section of an act, enti- 
tled ‘An act more effectually to provide for the national 
defence by establishing a uniform militia throughout 
the United States,” each and every free able-bodied 
white male citizen of the United States and Territories 
thereof, who is or shall be between the ages of sixteen 
and eighteen years, shall severally and respectively be 
immediately enrolled in the militia, by the Captain or 
commanding officer of the company within whose 
bounds such citizen shall reside, and, when enrolled 
and notified according to law, shall be holden to arm 
and equip himself, and to do and perform all the duties, 
and be subject to all the penalties in cases of neglect, 
as now are, or shall hereafter be, provided for by law 
for the government of the militia of the United States, 
except that such citizen shall not be subject to be 
draughted into the actual service of the United States 
while he remains under the age of eighteen years. 
Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each and 
every free able-bodied white male citizen of the United 
States and Territories thereof, of the age of eighteen 
years, and under the age of forty-five years, who, by 
the laws of the United States, or any other State or 
Territory thereof, have been exempted from common 
trainings for the purpose of discipline, or from militia 
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duty generally, with every free able-bodied white male 
citizen of the age of forty-five years, and under the age 
of fifty years, except ministers of the gospel, shall be 
immediately enrolled in the militia, by the Captain or 
commanding officer of the company within whose 
pounds such citizen shall reside, and, when so enrolled 
and notified according to law, such citizen shall be 
holden to arm and equip himself, and to do and per- 
form all the duties, and be subject to all the penalties, 
in case of neglect, as now are, or shall hereafter be, 

rovided for by law for the government of the militia 
of the United States, except that such citizen shall not 
be subject to attend the trainings of militia for dis- 
cipline. 

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 
ther provision for filling the ranks of the Army 
of the United States. 


On motion, by Mr. Mason, to strike out the 
third section of the bill amended, as follows: 


“Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in lieu of 
the bounty of one hundred end sixty acres of land, now 
allowed by law, there shall be allowed to each non- 
commissioned officer and soldier hereafter enlisted, 
when discharged from service, who shall have obtained 
from the commanding officer of his company, battalion, 
or regiment, a certificate that he had faithfully per- 
formed his duty whilst in service, three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, to be surveyed, laid off, and 
granted, under the same regulations, and in every re- 
spect in the manner, now prescribed by law; and the 
widow and children, and, if there be no widow nor 
child, the parents, of every non-commissioned officer 
and soldier enlisted according to law, who may be 
killed or die in the service of the United States, shall 
be entitled to receive the three hundred and twenty 
acres of land as aforesaid ; but the same shall not pass 
to collateral relations; any law heretofore passed to 
the contrary notwithstanding.” 





It was determined in the negative—yeas 6, 
pays 22, as follows: 

Yuas—-Messrs. Daggett, Goldsborough, Horsey, 
Mason, Smith, and Thompson. 

Naxrs—-Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Brown, Chace, Condit, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
German, Giles, Lacock, Lambert, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Whea- 
ton. 


On motion, by Mr. German, to strike out, sec- 
tion one, line seven, after the word “ years,” the 
residue of the section, as follows: “ which enlist- 
ment shall be absolute and binding upon all per- 
sons under the age of twenty-one yéars, as well 
as upon all persons of full age, such recruiting 
officer having complied with all the requisitions 
of the laws regulating the recruiting service :” 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 9, nays 
19, as follows: 


. 


Yras—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, Goldsbo- 
rough, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, and Thomp- 
son. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Lacock, 
Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, Wharton, and Worthington. 


Army of the United States. 
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Wepnespay, November 9. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed on 


the part of the Senate, jointly with the commit- 
tee appointed by the House of Representatives, 
to wait on the President of the United States and 
request him to recommend a day of humiliation, 
fasting, and prayer, in pursuance of the joint reso- 
lution passed for that purpose. 


Ordered, That Mr. Ropinson be the commit- 


tee on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. Roserts, from the committee to whom 


was referred the memorial of Oliver Evans, re- 
ported a bill to extend the time of Oliver Evans’s 
patent for his improvement on steam engines; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


motion made the 7th instant, by Mr. Mason, which 
was amended and agreed to, as follows: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United 


States be, and he is hereby, requested to cause 
to be laid before the Senate a statement, as 
far as practicable, of the number of privates and 
non-commissioned officers enlisted within each 
State or Territory for the Army of the United 
States, since the commencement of the present 
war; specifying the year of their enlistments, 
and the term of time for which they were enlist- 
ed; and also the number of commissioned offi- 
cers of each rank, in the Army of the United 
States, specifying the number, with their respect- 
ive ranks, belonging to each State or Territory.” 


The bill further in addition to an act, entitled 


“ An act more effectually to provide for the na- 
tional defence by establishing a uniform militia 
throughout the United States,” was read the sec- 
ond time. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 
ther provision for filling the ranks of the Army 
of the United States. 


On motion, by Mr. Dana, to strike out, section 
two, line one, after the word “that,” so much of 
the fifth section of the act passed the 25th day of 


January, 1813, entitled “An act supplementary to 


the act, entitled ‘An act for the more perfect or- 
ganization of the Army of the United States, as 
requires the consent in writing of the parent, 
guardian, or master, to authorize the enlistment 
of persons under the age of twenty-one years 
shall be and the same is hereby repealed.” 

On motion, it was agreed to take the question 
by yeas and nays. 

After debate, on motion by Mr. Horsey, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause to be built or purchased the ves- 
sels therein described,” with an amendment, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. They have also passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of John Castille, of the city of 
New Orleans;” in which they request the con- 
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currence of the Senate. They also inform the 
Senate of the accidental loss of the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize a loan for a sum not exceeding three mil- 
lions of dollars;” and request a substitution of 
the same. 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to consider 
the message from the House of Representatives, 
requesting the substitution of the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to.author- 
ize a loan for a sum not exceeding three millions 
of dollars.” 

On motion, by Mr. Kina, it was referred toa 
select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. Kine, Bigs, and BLepsos, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause to be built or purchased 
the vessels therein described ;” and, on motion 
by Mr. Smits, resolved not to concur therein. 





Tuurspay, November 10. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their amendment disagreed to by the Senate, to 
the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause to be built or 
purchased the vessels therein described ;” they 
ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses, and have appointed managers on 
their part. They have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the Secretary of State, during the 
continuance of the present war, to make an addi- 
tional allowance to the owners and masters of 
vessels for bringing back to the United States 
destitute and distressed American seamen ;” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
referred the message of the House of Represent- 
— of the 9th instant, reported the following 
order : 

Ordered, That a copy, duly engrossed, of the 
amendments made by the Senate to the bill, enti- 
tled “An act authorizing a loan for a sum notex- 
ceeng a sum of three millions of dollars,” be car- 
ried by the Secretary of the Senate to the House 
of Representatives, pursuant to the request con- 
tained in their message of the 9th instant. 

On the question, Will the Senate concur in the 
report of the committee? it was determined in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Fromentin, from the committee, reported 
the amendments to the bill last mentioned duly 
engrossed. 

On motion, by Mr. Tarr, 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their disa- 
greement to theamendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill, entitled “An act author 


izing the President of the United States to cause 
to be built or purchased the vessels therein de- 
scribed,” ‘and agree to the conference proposed 
thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Smira, Fromentin 
and Tait, be the managers on the part of the 
Senate. 

The bill to extend the time of Oliver Evans’s 
patent for his improvement on steam engines was 
read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
Castille, of the city of New Orleans,” was read 
the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 
ther provision for filling the ranks of the Army of 
the United States, together with the amendment 
proposed thereto, yesterday, by Mr. Dana; and, 
after debate, on motion by Mr. Rozerrs, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act toauthorize a loan for a'sum not exceed- 
ing three millions of dollars.” 

On motion, by Mr. Bras, that the Senate recede 
from their amendments to the bill last mentioned. 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 6, nays 
26, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Dana, Morrow, Roberts, 
and Turner. 

Navs—Messrs. Anderson, Bledsoe, Brown, Chace, 
Condit, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, 
Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lacock, 
Lambert, Mason, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, 
Varnum, Walker, Wharton, and Worthington. 

On motion, by Mr. Gore, 

Resolved, That they insist on their amend- 
ments, and ask a conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Gore, Gives, and Kina, 
be the managers at the said conference on the part 
of the Senate. 

Mr. Gites, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported, in part, sundry documents re- 
ceived from the Secretary of the Department of 
War, showing the number of men who have been 
recruited in the Army of the United States dur- 
ing the present year; which was read, and or- 
dered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 





Frivay, November 11. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the Sec- 
retary of State, during the continuance of the 
present war, to make an additional allowance to 
the owners and masters of vessels for bringing 
back to the United States destitute and distressed 
American seamen,” was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill “ making 
further provision for filling the ranks of the Army 
of the United States,” together with the amend- 
ment proposed thereto by Mr. Dana, the ninth 
instant. 
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On the question, Will the Senate agree to the 
amendment proposed ? it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 11, nays 21, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, Goldsbo- 
rough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, 
and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Brown, Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, 
Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, 
Wharton, Taylor, Varnum, Walker, and Worthing- 
ton. 

And the Prestpenr reported the bill to the 
House amended. On the question, Shall this bill 
be engrossed and read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Smrira, from the committee uf conference 
on the amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to cause to be 
built or purchased the vessels therein described,” 
reported, that the conferees had agreed to a modi- 
fication of the amendment; and the report was 
read. 

On the question, Will the Senate concur in the 
report of the committee of conference? it was 
determined in the affirmative Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
last mentioned, so as to adopt the report of the 
managers at the conference. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they insist on their dis- 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a loan for 
asum not exceeding three millions of dollars.” 
They agree to the conference proposed on the 
subject, and have appointed managers on their 
part. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the Commissioner of the Revenue 
to cause a clerk in his office to aid him in signing 
licenses ;” in which bill they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 





Saturpay, November 12. 


The bill making further provision for filling 
the ranks of the Army of the United States, hav- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Com- 
missioner of the Revenue to cause a clerk in his 
office to aid him in signing licenses,” was read 
the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the publica- 
tion of the laws of the United States within the 
Territories of the United States;” also, a bill en- 
titled “An act for the relief of John Chalmers, 
junior,” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 











Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof for 
their respective quotas of —— thousand men, for 
the defence of the frontiers of the United States, 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, to strike out, sec- 
tion 2, line 7, after the word * of,” “two years ;” 
after debate, on motion, by Mr. Daaaerr, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed until 
Monday next. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
the Secretary for the Department of Navy, trans- 
mitting a digest of the laws of the United States, 
in relation to the Naval Establishment and ma- 
rine corps, made in obedience toa resolution of 
the Senate of the 18th March, 1814; which was 
read. 

Mr. Gore, from the managers on the part of 
the Senate at the conference on the amendments 
of the Senate, disagreed to by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize a loan for a sum pot exceeding three mil- 
lions of dollars,’ reported “that the Senate do 
recede from their amendments to the said bill, 
except so much thereof as strikes out the last 
clause of the fifth section, and do agree, as a sub- 
stitute therefor, to the two following sections, viz. 

“Sxc. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the annual sum of eight millions of dollars, 
heretofore appropriated to the Sinking Fund, adequate 
and permanent funds shall, during the present session 
of Congress, be provided and appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the interest and the reimbursement of the 
principal of said stock created by this act. 

“Szc. 7. And be it further enacted, That an ad- 
equate and permanent Sinking Fund, gradually to re- 
duce and eventually to extinguish the public debt, 
contracted and to be contracted during the present 
war, shall also be established during the present. ses- 
sion of Congress. 

“And that the 6th section of the said bill shall be 
denominated the Sth section.” 

On the question, Will the Senate concur in 
the report of the committee of conference? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Senate so far 
recede from their amendments to the bill last 
mentioned, as to agree to the report of the com- 
mittee of conferénce. 





Monpay, November 14. 


Mr. WorTHINGTON presented the petition of 
Benjamin W. Ladd, Joseph Ladd, and Thomas 
Norvell, stating that, being proprietors of certain 
warrants for land granted by the State of Virginia 
to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line 
on Continental Establishment, they have caused 
them to be located on the tract reserved by that 
State for satisfying similar claims; that, in con- 
sequence of the line of the reserve aforesaid be- 
ing unsettled, the location has been made on 
lands previously granted by the United States, 
but itis believed within the limits of the reser- 
vation. They therefore pray an indemnification 
for surrendering the lands thus located, to the oc- 
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cupants claiming by purchase from the United 
States; and the petition was read, and referred 
to the committee to whose consideration, on the 
21st September, the memorial of the Legislature 
of the Indiana Territory was referred, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the Commissioner of the Reve- 
nue to cause a clerk in his office to aid him in 
signing licenses.” 

Ordered, That the further consideration there- 
of be postponed until to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
Chalmers, junior,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon. Messrs. Smita, WorTHincTon, 
and Dana were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the publi- 
cation of the laws of the United States within 
the Territories of the United States,” was read 
the second time. . 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof for their 
respective quotas of ——— thousand militia. for the 
frontiers of the United States, together with the 
amendment proposed by Mr. ANpERsOoN, to strike 
out “two years,” the term of service. 

On the question, Will the Senate agree to the 
proposed amendment? it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 15, nays 16, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Daggett, Dana, Gaillard, 
German, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Ma- 
son, Robinson, Thompson, Varnum, and Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, Chace, 
Condit, Fromentin, Giles, Lacock, Morrow, Smith, 
Tate, Taylor, Turner, Walker, and Worthington. 

On motion, by Mr. German, to strike out, sec- 
tion 3, after the word “ that,” in the first line, to 
the word “act,” inclusive, in the sixth line—on 
motion, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 





Tvuespay, November 15. 

Mr. Smiru, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
John Chalmers, jun., reported it without amend- 
ment; and the bill was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to the third 
reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the publication of the laws of 
the United States within the Territories of the 
United States ; and, no amendment having been 
proposed, it was ordered to the third reading. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the Commissioner of the Reve- 
nue to cause a clerk in his office to aid him in 
signing licenses ; and no amendment having been 
proposed, it was ordered to the third reading. 

On request, Mr. Fromentin had leave to with- 
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draw the motions submitted by him the 7th in- 
stant, in relation to the non-compliance with the 
resolutions passed by the Senate on the 18:h 
March, 1814. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof, for 
their respective quotas of thousand militia, 
for the defence of the frontiers of the United 
States, together with the amendment proposed 
thereto by Mr. German; and, after debate, the 
Senate adjourned. 








Wepnespay, November 16. 


The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the pub- 
lication of the laws of the United States within 
the Territories of the United States,” was read a 
third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
Chalmers, junior,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
John Castille, of the city of New Orleans.” 

Ono motion of Mr. Fromenrtin, the bill was re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon ; and Messrs, Fromentin, Daacerr, 
and ANDERSON, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
Commissioner of the Revenue to cause a clerk 
in his office to aid him in signing licenses,” was 
read a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Kina, it was referred toa 
select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs, King, Gites, and BLEpsog, were ap- 
pointed :he committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution for furnishing the American Anti- 
quarian Society with a copy of the Journals of 
Congress, and of the documents published under 
their order; in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 


ORGANIZATION OF NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, containing a system for 
the better organization of the Department of the 
Navy of the United States, made in obedience to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 18th March, 
1814. The reading thereof was dispensed with ; 
and it was ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs to consider and report thereon. 


The report is as follows: 


Navy Derarrment, Nov. 15, 1814. 
Sin: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate, 
passed on the 18th of March last, directing the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to devise and digest a system for the 
better organization of the Department of the Navy of 
the United States, I have now the honor to report the 
following system, with such prefatory observations as 

appear to me pertinent to the occasion. 
It has been affirmed and cannot be denied, that im- 
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rfections exist in the civil administration of the 

aval Establishment; hence it has been inferred that 
a radical change of system can alone remedy the evils. 
Legislative wisdom will readily discriminate between 
the constituent principles upon which the present 
establishment is predicated, and has thus far prospered, 
and the defects which result from the absence of an 
intelligent, practical, auxiliary agency, qualified to di- 
gest, arrange, and enforce a proper system of detailed 
regulations, calculated to insure the judicious and 
faithful application of public moneys; a strict ac- 
countability in the expenditures of supplies: and a 
rigid execution of the duties enjoined on all the offi- 
cers and agents connected with the establishment. 

Profusion, waste, and abuse, are the inherent off- 
spring of all extensive public institutions; and, if we 
occasionally perceive these evils, in some degree, in 
the Naval Establishment of the United States, we are 
not thence to infer their absence from similar estab- 
lishments in other countries, where naval science and 
experience may be presumed to have provided greater 
safeguards, and more numerous, skilful, and vigilant 
agencies. 

But regulations, however correct and adequate to 
the end, become nugatory, or worse, unless the au- 
thority and the means are co-extensive, and competent 
to enforce the execution, or punish the violation there- 
of. This may account for the non-existence of many 
wholesome regulations in the civil administration of 
the Navy of the United States; and for the imperfect 
execution of those which exist. Breaches of the lat- 
ter too frequently escape with impunity, from the im- 
possibility of the head of the Department taking cog- 
nizance of all the multifarious concerns of the estab- 
lishment. It is problematical, however, whether the 
excess may not be more injurious than the deficiency 
of regulation; in the former case, responsibility may 
be lost in the maze and mass of detail and multiplied 
agency, while in the latter, general instruction, and 
sound discretion, not unfrequently insure greater suc- 
cess and responsibility. 

That the duties enjoined, or which may necessarily 
devolve upon the Secretary of the Navy, particularly 
during a period of active and diversified hostility, are 
beyond the powers of any individual to discharge to 
the best advantage, cannot be doubted; although, by 
great labor and assiduity, with adequate professional 
qualifications, he may, possibly, execute the general 
and most essential branches of duty with tolerable 
success. 

In the progress of reform, while we pay due respect 
to that system, the establishment of which has attained 
the greatest celebrity, more, it is believed, from its 
magnitude and power, than from the excellence of its 
civil administration, we ought not to lose sight of its 
palpable and acknowledged defects, nor of those fea- 
tures in our own system, to which, in no trivial degree, 
the exalted reputation of our infant Navy may be 
attributed. 

That our Navy is not excelled in anything which 
constitutes efficiency, perfect equipment, and general 
good qualities, it is believed, will be admitted. That 
our seamen are better paid, fed, and accommodated, is 
no less true. That all the imported, and many of the 
domestic articles of equipment, and of consumption in 
the service, are exceedingly enhanced ; that the wages 
of mechanical labor is more than double that which is 
paid by Great Britain ; that our expenditure is greatly 

increased by the interruption to navigable transporta- 
tion, and the great extent of the local service, is equally 
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obvious. Yet, under all these circumstances, it is de- 
monstrable, that upon a comparison of an equal quan- 
tity of tonnage and number of guns and men, or in 
proportion to the number of men alone, our naval ex- 
penditure is considerably less than that for the Navy 
of Great Britain, in which “one hundred and forty- 
five thousand men are employed, at an expense of 
more than twenty millions of pounds sterling, an- 
nually.”” 

The local service is, from its scattered, irregular, 
and irresponsible nature, much more expensive and 
wasteful than that of the regular Navy ; the more per- 
fect organization of which, and responsibility of com- 
mand, insure a more faithful superintendence and 
accountability. Hence the current expenditure of the 
service would be an extravagant criterion by which to 
estimate that of a regular establishment under a judi- 
cious system. The force employed in local service is 
extended throughout a line of stations from Louisiana 
to Maine, and from Champlain to Huron, consequently 
it is so weak as readily to be penetrated, at almost any 
point on our maritime frontier, by the concentration of 
a small hostile force; and it is expensive in proportion - 
to its diffusion, Independently of the deleterious na- 
ture of this service upon the health and habits of those 
employed in it, we are, from the present necessity of 
this system, deprived of the services of a body of offi- 
cers and seamen, sufficient to man thirteen ships of- 
the-line, such as the Independence, Washington, and 
Franklin seventy-fours. 

When we contemplate the effect which such a force 
would have when acting in conjunction upon our own 
coast and waters, or in squadron, pursuing the com- 
mercial fleets of the enemy on the ocean, or in the 
harbors of his colonies, it is impossible to avoid the 
conclusion, that our waters would be freed from inva- 
sion; our coast from blockade ; his military and naval 
resources intercepted to such a degree as to paralyze 
his efforts on this continent; supersede the necessity of 
a vast Military Establishment, coextensive with our 
maritime, Canadian, and Indian frontiers; and our 
citizens from those harassing, irregular, and inconve- 
nient calls of militia, which the predatory enterprise 
of the enemy so frequently produce. In short, accord- 
ing to my conceptions, this cheap and efficient national 
defence should be adopted as soon as circumstances 
will admit, and cherished by a well digested, ener- 
getic, and liberal system, steadily progressing with the 
population, commerce, and resources of the nation. 

The nature, construction, and equipment of the 
ships which constitute a nayy, form the basis of its 
efficiency, durability, and economy, and the most im- 
portant branch in the civil administration of its affairs. 
With a view to the reform and exteftsion of the Naval 
Establishment of the United States, these objects 
ought to command the first place in our attention, 
combined with such an organization of the civil de- 

artment as shall promise the best results. 

The defects in this part of the British system have 
been the theme of criticism and reprehension for many 
years past. The most minute, laborious, and able in- 
vestigation, has, from time to time, taken place, under 
the direction and scrutiny of the Parliament; yet 
nothing approximating to radical amendment has been 
adupted ; and the advocates of reform, either from the 
subtle ramifications of the evil, or the agency of some 
sinister influence, appear to despair of success. 

According to the most intelligent writers, supported 
by well established facts, the deterioration of the Brit- 
ish navy, owing to the injudicious selection and com- 
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bimation of incongruous materials in the construction, 
and the abortive method of preserving, is very alarm- 
ing; and the diversity in the form, dimensions, and 
proportions, not only of the several rates, but of the 
numerous distinet classes of the same rate, as well in 
their hulls as in their masts, sails, and equipments, 
and in a still greater degree in their qualities for com- 
bined action, demonstrates the prevalence of caprice 
and prejudice, instead of science and system. “When 
Lord Nelson was off Cadiz, with seventeen or eighteen 
sail-of-the-line, he had no less than seven different 
classes of seventy-four gun ships, each requiring differ- 
ent masts, sails, yards, &c., so that if one ship was 
disabled, the others could not supply her with appro- 
priate stores.” 

The consequences resulting from this defective or- 
ganization and want of system are strongly illustrated 
in the fact, related by a recent professional writer of 
rank and talents, that “ out of five hundred and thirty- 
eight ships, &c., in the British navy, now at sea, there 
ate only sixty-nine which are in reality superior in the 
discharge of metal or force of blows, but inferior in 
sailing, to some of the American frigates; and that 
there are but eighteen which, unless in smooth water, 
are equal to contend with the United States, leaving 
four hundred and fifty-one, out of five hundred and 
thirty-eight, which are admitted to be incompetent to 





competition. The same energy, skill, vigilance, ang 
intrepidity, which distinguished the commercial nayj. 
gators of the United States, characterize the officers 
and seamen of the Navy. The same superiority ¢/ 
construction which gave to its commercial marine the 
celerity and security for which it is distinguished, may 
be seen in the American Navy, which is truly indige. 
nous and distinct from every other. The independent 
character of the nation is manifestly visible in the 
genius of its Navy. The classes of our ships, their 
form, construction, armament, and equipment, have 
been tested by experience, and found to have been 
happily adapted to our circumstances, compelling the 
enemy either to employ ships-of-the-line against frig. 
ates, or to construct a new class of ships. Their effi- 
ciency and perfection have extorted the praise of the 
enemy. The author, before quoted, says: “ The car. 
ronades I saw on board the United States’ brig Argus 
were better mounted, and the vessel more complete 
than those in the British navy ; and she was uncom- 
monly well mancuvred.” 

Our ships are excellent, and all in good condition. 
The classes are few, and so uniform that, without in- 
convenience, the masts, spars, and equipments, of any 
one of a class will serve, indifferently, for any other of 
the same class. All the new ships, of each rate, are 
of the same class, and are absolutely similar in al! 


\, 
a 
ba 
ie 
a 
| 
t 
4 
& 
a 
a 
a 
f 
h-§ 
tf 
: 


engage, single-handed, with an American frigate.” their equipments, and in the dimensions and propor- 
These facts are encouraging, and serve to show, | tions of their hulls, masts, spars, &c. This strict simi- 
that although the numerical force of the enemy in | larity should be carefully preserved, upon every prin- 
ships and men appears to be overwhelming ; yet, if | ciple of convenience, economy, and efficiency. 
the aggregate number of officers, seamen, and marines, | ‘Timber, which forms an object of much solicitude 
which the United States may, even now, engage for | in Great Britain, deserves the particular attention of 
the public service, was concentrated in eighteen. or | the Department, the reorganization of which will doubt- 
twenty ships-of-the-line, such as have been recently | lessly be made to combine the necessary talents and 
built, it would place all the ships alluded to in the | means to provide for every branch of the service, by a 
quotation just recited, except the eighteen, hors de | seasonable, diligent, and judicious collection, in secure 
; nor could our enemy protect his commerce | and convenient depots, of all the materials which enter 
and colonies, and combine such a force as would coun- | into the construction and equipment of ships of war. 
teract the power and offensive enterprise of an Ameri- | When it is considered that one seventy-four-gun 
can squadron so truly formidable. With such a force | ship requires two thousand large oak trees, equal to 
it will be perceived, that his host of frigates and | the estimated produce of fifty-seven acres, the import- 
smaller vessels would be struck out of the account, or | ance of securing, for public use, all that valuable spe- 
added to the list of our Navy, if they came in contact. | cies of oak, which is found only on the Southern sea- 
These views, it is true, are prospective, but with a sta- | board, is sufficiently obvious. 
ble, judicious, and liberal system, the result would be Dock yards, foundries, smitheries, and armories, in 
realized at no remote period. safe and eligible situations, are indispensable appen- 
Having noticed these exceptions to the civil admin- | dages of so important and growing an establishment. 
istration of the British navy, it is but just to observe, | These always collect the best workmen, and as private 
that the organization of the military part of their sys- | interest cannot interfere with the execution, the ma- 
tem is much more perfect. terials and workmanship are better, and the work is 
The regulations and instructions for the service at | performed with more certainty and regularity, than by 
sea, adopted by order in Council, and published in one | contract with private individuals, whose works, in 
quarto volume, itt 1808, are those which now prevail. | some cases, may be so remote from the seat of de- 
They are excellent, and afford much matter worthy of | mand, that the transportation may cost more than the 
incorporation into our system, with such modification | article. . : 
as the peculiar circumstances of the service may re-| There is another branch of the service which ap- 
quire. pears to me to merit the serious deliberation of the 
Of the French naval system, the Department of Con- | Legislature, with regard to the establishment of some 
struction is universally admitted to be the most perfect | regular system, by which the voluntary enlistments for 
in existence, and is well worthy of imitation. The | the Navy may derive occasional reinforcement from the 
military part of the system, however, is less perfect in | services of those seamen, who, pursuing their own pri- 
practice, and not so well adapted to the habits and | vate occupations, are exempt, by their itinerant habits, 
usages of American seamen as that of the British. from public service of any kind. In my view there 
The character of the navy of any nation will be de- | would be nothing incompatible with the free spirit of 
termined by its commercial and navigating enterprise. | our institutions, or with the rights of individuals, if 
That of America had surpassed every other, until the | registers, with a particular descriptive record, were 
unexampled prosperity and rapid extension of its com- | kept in the several districts, of all the seamen belong- 
merce, excited the envy, jealousy, and hostility, of | ing to the United States, and provision made by law 
those who could not meet it in fair, equal, and friendly | for classing and calling into the public service, in 
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succession, for reasonable stated periods, such portions 
or classes, as the public service might require, and if 
any individual, so called, should be absent at the time, 
the next in succession should perform the tour of duty 
of the absentee, who should, on his return, be liable 
to serve his original tour, and his substitute be exempt 
from his succeeding regular tour of duty. 

In the military service, should the ranks not be filled 
by recruits, the deficiency of regular force may be 
made up by draughts of militia, to assemble at a given 
time and place; not so in the naval service, it de- 
pends, exclusively, upon voluntary enlistments, upon 
which there is no reliance for any given object, at any 
time or place. Hence, the most important expeditions 
may utterly fail, though every possible exertion shall 
have been made to carry them into effect. 


If we examine, with due attention, the nature, ex- 
tent, and importance of the objects involved in the 
administration of naval affairs, and contemplate, in 
the history of ages past, the unsuccessful, though in- 
defatigable labors of legislation, science, and genius, 
to perfect the system, we may learn to appreciate with 
more accuracy, and cherish with liberality, the life of 
study, observation and experience, required to arrive 
even at moderate attainments in a science, which, 
though familiar in the estimation of all, is the most 
complicated, critical, and interesting, that has ever 
engaged the attention or influenced the destinies of na- 
tions. My sole object is to invite the attention and 
liberality of the National Councils to the requisite 
talents and qualifications for the cherishing and rear- 
ing to maturity, the vigorous plant, around which 
are entwined the affections and confidence of the 
country. 

All these objects appear to me to be intimately 
connected with the revision of the civil adminstra- 
tion of our naval affairs, the Executive branch of 
which should be conducted by persons of enlarged 
views, collectively combining all the practical know- 
ledge and professional intelligence which these import- 
ant, diversified, and comprehensive subjects, obviously 
require. 

We have a good foundation upon which to raise a 
durable superstructure ; and concluding that that sys- 
tem cannot be radically wrong, which has produced 
such favorable results, I should be unwilling to hazard, 
by an entire innovation, the benefits we have derived, 
and may still derive, by retaining the present organ- 
ization of the Navy Department, and providing, by 
law, for an intelligent, practical, and efficient auxiliary 
agency, such as experience has suggested. 

With this view, I have the honor to submit, with 
great deference, the following system for the organiza- 
tion of the Department of the Navy of the United 
States, distinguishing, for the sake of perspicuity, in 
the form of a bill, those objects which appear to re- 
quire Legislative provision, from those for which Ex- 
ecutive regulation may prescribe with more convenience 
and advantage; the outline of which only is given, 
as the ground-work may be filled up to greater benefit, 
when the collected experience and talents which it 
contemplates shall have deliberated upon the subject. 


An Act for the better organization of the Navy De- 
partment. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the office, duties, and pow- 


ers of the Secretary of the Navy, and of ‘the Account- 
ant, Agents, and other officers of the Department of 
the Navy, be and remain as now, by law, established ; 
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except as hereinafter modified, altered, or transferred 
to any other office or offices, created by this act. 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United States be 
and he is hereby authorized to designate three officers 
of the Navy, and, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint two other judicious persons, skilled 
in naval affairs, to be Inspectors of the Navy, who to- 
gether shall constitute a Board of Inspectors of the 
Navy, three members whereof shall be necessary to 
form a quorum ; and the business of the said board 
shall be transacted in such central and convenient 
place, for the superintendence of the affairs of the Na- 
vy, as the President of the Uniied States shall direct ; 
who shall also have power to designate the presiding 
member, and to appoint the secretary of the said board, 
whose duty it shall be to keep regular and correct re- 
cords of all the transactions of the board, and to trans- 
mit attested copies of all such proceedings to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, for the inspection and revision of 
the President of the United States, as soon as may be 
after the adjournment of the meeting at which any 
such proceedings shall have taken place; and the said 
board shall have power to establish such rules and 
regulations, for its own proceedings, and to employ 
such number of clerks and assistants, as well for the 
transacting of the business of the board, as for that 
of the several inspectors, and to procure such books, 
maps, charts, plans, drawings, models, and stationery 
as the public interest may require, and the President 
of the United States approve. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Navy to arrange and class, under distinct and 
appropriate heads, as equally as may be, all such du- 
ties and details as may be found impracticable for the 
officers of the Department of the Navy, as now organ- 
ized, to execute with advantage to the public, and, 
with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, to assign to each inspector of the Navy the 
special charge and execution of one of the classes, so 
arranged ; for the faithful performance of which trast, 
the said inspectors shall severally be held responsible, 
under the instruction and subject to the revision of 
the board of inspectors, to which a statement of all the 
transactions of each inspector shall be submitted for 
revision, at each stated meeting, and an abstract there- 
of transmitted monthly to the Secretary of the Navy, 
with such remarks thereon as the nature of the case 
may require; and it shall also be the duty of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to prepare a system of general reg- 
ulations, defining and prescribing the respective pow- 
ers and duties of the board of inspectors of the Navy, 
and of the several inspectors, which rules, when ap- 
proved by the President of the United States, shall be 
respected and obeyed, until altered or revoked by the 
same authority; and the same general regulations, 
thus prepared and approved, shall be laid before Con- 
gress at their next session. 

Src. 4. That the President of the United States be 
and he is hereby authorized alone to appoint a person, 
skilled in the science and practice of naval architecture, 
to the office of Naval Constructor ; and also to appoint 
two naval constructors. And it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Navy to prepare such rules and 
regulations for connecting the business of the Con- 
structor’s department, as shall appear necessary and 
proper; which, when approved by the President of the 
United States, shall be respected and obeyed, until re- 
voked by the same authority. And the naval construc- 
tor shall be allowed one clerk, to assist in transacting 
the business of his department. 
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Sec. 5. That the President of the United States be 
and he is hereby authorized, with the consent and ad- 
vice of the Senate, to appoint a Paymaster of the Navy, 
who shall perform the duties of his office agreeably to 
the directions of the President of the United States for 
the time being; and, before he enters upon the duties 
of the same, shall give bonds, with good and sufficient 
sureties, in such sums as the President of the United 
States shall direct, for the faithful discharge of his said 
office, and shall take an oath to execute the duties 
thereof with fidelity. 

Sec. 6. That all letters and packets to and from the 
inspectors and paymaster of the navy, which relate to 
their official duties, shall be free from postage. 

Sec.7. That each inspector of the navy shall be en- 
titled to the pay and rations of a captain commanding 
a squadron on separate service, and also to the sum of 
one thousand two hundred dollars per annum, in lieu 
of house-rent, fuel, forage, &c.; and the salary of the 
naval constructor shall be three thousand dollars per 
annum; each of the assistant constructors, one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars per annum; the paymaster 
of the navy, two thousand dollars per annum ; the sec- 
retary of the board of inspectors, two thousand dollars 
per annum ; and the clerks and assistants, authorized 
by this act, shall receive such reasonable compensation 
for their services as the President of the United States 
shall direct. ‘ 

I would also respectfully suggest the expediency of 
providing by law for the establishment of a Naval 
Academy, with suitable professors, for the instruction 
of the officers of the Navy, in those branches of the 
mathematics and experimental philosophy, and in the 
science and practice of gunnery, theory of naval archi- 
tecture, and art of mechanical drawing, which are 
necessary to the accomplishment of the naval officer. 

In order to illusivate the principles and operation of 
the proposed organization of the Navy Department, 
the following outline of the powers and duties which 
it is contemplated to assign to the board of inspectors, 
and to the several inspectors, is respectfully suggested : 


Powers and duties of the Board. 


The board shall have the general superintendence 
and direction of the affairs of the Navy, under the in- 
structions from, and powers delegated by, the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and authority over all the 
officers, agents, and persons, employed under the Navy 
Department; report to the Secretary of the Navy, from 
time to time, all such matters and things as may, in 
the opinion of the board, tend to promote the efficacy 
and economy of the establishment ; and, upon the 
requisition of the Secretary of the Navy, furnish all the 
estimates of expenditure which the several branches of 
the service may require, and such other information 
and statements as he may deem necessary. 

The board shall have the power of making contracts 
and purchases, either directly or through the navy 
agents, whose power, in this respect, should be limited 
to small sums, and to objects, the procuring of which 
may not admit of delay. In all other cases, the previ- 
ous sanction, either of the Secretary of the Navy, of 
the board of inspectors, or of some officers authorized 
by the board, should be indispensable. 

The naval stations within the United States should 
be designated by convenient boundaries; and an offi- 
cer of rank, trust, and confidence, should reside in each, 
who should, under the instructions of the board, super- 
intend and control the affairs of the Navy within his 
district, and report to the board from time to time. 


Organization of the 


Navy Department. NovemBeR, 1814. 


All requisitions of commanding officers, pursers, and 
other persons, upon the agents, should be checked, an) 
receive the sanction of the board, or of the resident 
officer authorized by the board, before they are com. 
plied with. 

Payments and advances should be made, as hereto. 
fore, through the navy agents, (except those for the pay 
or the Navy ;} and the sanction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, of the board, or of the o“icers authorized by the 
board, should precede all payments and advances, 
except for limited and urgent demands. 

The board should establish general regulations fo; 
the conduct of its members, in the discharge of the spe- 
cial and important trusts severally assigned to them by 
the Secretary of the Navy; and should digest and 
report to the Department distinct regulations for the 
following objects : 

1. Uniform regulations establishing the several classes 
of ships and vessels in the Navy of the United States; 
with tables of the dimensions, proportions, number, 
quantity, quality, nature, and description, of masts, 
spars, rigging, anchors, cables, armament, and equip- 
ments, of all kinds; and of the quantity, quality, and 
description, of provisions and stores, of every species, 
for a given period, for each class. 

2. Regulations for receiving, preserving, issuing, and 
strictly accounting for, the expenditure of materials 
and stores of all kinds, and in every department of the 
service, within the United States. 

3. Regulations for surveying and authenticating the 
actual state and condition of all the ships and vessels 
of the Navy, and of all materials and stores, of every 
species, reported to be decayed, damaged, or defective ; 
and for directing the repair, conversion, sale, or other 
disposition of the same, as the nature of the case may 
require. 

4. A more perfect system of general regulations for 
the naval service, at sea and on the Lakes. 

5. General regulations for the flotilla or force em- 
ployed in harbor defence, adapted to the peculiar na- 
ture of that service. 

6. Uniform regulations for the navy yards, arsenals, 
and depots of stores and materials. 

7. Regulations for the cruising ships and vessels of 
the Navy, while in port; for the recruiting service; 
and for the officers of the Navy, while on shore, on 
duty, or on furlough; in order to ascertain the actual 
state and local situation of all the officers. 

8. A system of detailed regulations for the naval 
hospitals, and medical department of the Navy within 
the United States. 

9. An entire and new system of regulations for the 
pursers in the Navy, accurately defining their duties, 
securing a more strict accountability; limiting their 
emoluments by a fixed and reasonable standard; and 
protecting the seamen of the Navy from the undue ad- 
vantages which may be practised, with impunity, under 
the present system. 


10. Regulations for ascertaining, by examination, the 
moral character and professional qualifications of all 
the officers of the Navy, below the grade of a master 
commandant, classing them in the scale of their several 
merits; and of the pretensions of those who may be 
selected for promotion, as well as of the candidates for 
warrant appointments in the Navy. 

All which regulations, when approved by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, should be established and 
obeyed, until revoked by the same authority. 

The duties and details of the service, proposed to be 
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igned to the several inspectors of the Navy, may be 
classed as follows : 

ist Class. Comprehending the general correspond- 
ence of the board, and preparation of all the reports, 
estimates, and statements, required by the Department; 
and the communication of such propositions and in- 
formation to the Secretary of the Navy, as the board 
may deem interesting, and, also, the general charge 
poe direction of the flotilla service on the New Orleans 


station. 
2d Class. Comprehending the general military cor- 
ndence with all the officers of the Navy; the roll 
of the officers of the Navy, and record of their services, 
merits, and qualifications, to be kept on the files of the 
poard; orders for courts of inquiry and courts martial, 
and the preparation of all the documents and state- 
ments connected with these objects; also, the general 
charge and direction of the flotilla service on the South- 
ern station, viz: Georgia, South Carolina, North Caro- 
lina, and Norfolk. 

3d Class. Comprehending the direction of ordnance 
and transportation ; the general superintendence of the 
foundries, laboratories, armories, and other works con- 
nected with the naval ordnance department; and the 
inspection and proof of arms, ammunition, &c. The 
direction of the transportation of all persons, stores, 
and provisions of the Navy, by land and water; and 
the general charge and direction of the flotilla service 
in the Patapsco and Delaware, and at New York. 

4th Class. Comprehending the victualling and sus- 
tenance, including purser’s, medical, and hospital 
stores; also, the general charge and direction of the 
flotilla service, on all the naval stations, from New 
York eastward, and on Lake Champlain. 

5th Class. Comprehending the supply of hemp, 
yarns, cordage, sail duck, iron and other metals, an- 
chors, and all other equipments and materials required 
for the service, except those which are included in the 
foregoing classes, and in the constructor’s department ; 
and, also, the general charge and direction of the ser- 
vice on Lake Ontario, and the upper lakes. 

The superintendence and direction of these five 
classes of objects would be distributed among the five 
inspectors. 

The department of construction, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Navy, and of the board of in- 
spectors, would prepare all the draughts, plans, and 
instructions, for the building of all the vessels of the 
Navy; construct the models, and, when approved, 
direct and superintend, under the control of the board 
of inspectors, the building and repairing of the ships, 
vessels, boats, the formation of masts, spars, &c., 
and the contracting for and procuring all the materials 
of wood, and of copper, in pigs, bolts, and sheets, ne- 
cessary for the supply of the Navy; construct from the 
lines, in the mould loft, all the moulds requisite for 
moulding and bevelling the timber in the forest, under 
the direction of skilful persons to be employed by the 
constructor for that purpose; and superintend the con- 
struction of the wharves, ships, workshops, and en- 
gines, required in building and repairing ships of war. 

It is a copious subject, in which it is difficult to 
combine brevity with perspicuity. 

My aim has been to provide a practical, efficient, and 
economical system, with as much individual and col- 
lective responsibility as may be attainable; and I feel 
a persuasion that the result would not greatly disap- 
point the estimate I have formed; the wisdom of the 
Senate will better appreciate its merits. 
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I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

W. JONES. 

Hon. Presipent or Senate. 

MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof for their 
respective quotas of thousand militia for the 
defence of the frontiers of the United States. 

Mr. Varnum addressed the President as fol- 
lows: Sir, lam deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of the present crisis of our national con- 
cerns, andthe importance of the adoption of strong 
and energetic measures, well calculated to meet 
and repulse the force which the enemy contem- 
plate placing in the field against us. And, sir, no 
man in this Senate will go further than I shall 
feel disposed to go to effectuate the object which 
must be dear to every friend of the nation and 
the rights of the people, to repulse our enemy in 
the field, procure a just and equitable adjustment 
of the differences between the two nations, and 
produce an honorable peace, provided the mea- 
sures pursued shall appear to me to be founded in 
justice and equity. 

I am fully aware of the great responsibility 
which rests on the Government of the United 
States at the present crisis. The Constitution hav- 
ing confided the defence of the country to the Gen- 
eral Government, and clothed it with authority 
to call upon the physical force of the nation to aid 
in making such defence, and to draw on the fiscal 
resources of the country for a revenue sufficient 
to meet the expenses necessarily incurred in mak- 
ing defence, Congress are at this period most im- 
periously bound, upon their responsibility, and in 
discharge of their important duty, to adopt mea- 
sures commensurate with the exigencies of the 
nation; and [am fully sensible of the necessity 
of providing a large and ample military force be- 
fore the opening of the next campaign. . But, sir, 
the raising such forces should be predicated on 
ground which gannot fail of bringing it into the 
field early in the Spring; it ought to be placed on 
principles the best calculated to do equal justice 
to all classes of your citizens. In that way alone 
you will insure the confidence of the people, enlist 
their feelings, and secure their aid in carrying 
your system into effect. Surely, sir, these desi- 
rable qualities are not to be found in the bill be- 
fore you. 

To endeavor to substantiate the position I have 
taken on this occasion. I must be permitted to re- 
cur to the provisions of the bill. In doing this, it 
is not my intention to implicate the motives or 
abilities of the committee who reported the bill, 
nor of those gentlemen who have supported it on 
this floor; but the bill being public property, the 
errors which it contains are fair subjects of ani- 
madversion—nor shall I attempt a reply to the 
fine theoretical arguments which have been made 
use of in support of the bill; but will endeavor to 
point out some of its defects, and my ideas of the 
most practicable remedy for those defects. 
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The first seetion of the bill requires the Presi- 
dent of the United States to call upon the Bxecu- 
tives of the several States and Territories, for 
their respective quotas of eighty thousand militia, 
to serve for two years. lt would seem, sir, by 
this section, that the committee were of opinion, 
that eighty thousand men ia addition to the pres- 
ent Military Establishment, which consists of 
sixty-two thousand, making in the whole, 142,- 
000, would be necessary for the defence of the 
United. States, at all points, the next campaign. 
In this opinion of the committee, I do most cor- 
dially acquiesce ; for, sir, under the existing cir- 
cumstances of our situation, and the situatioa of 
Europe, it is very probable that an imposing force 
will assail us the next campaign; and I consider 
it an imperative duty, obligatory on the National 
Legislature, to do all in their power, to repulse 
the invasion of the enemy at every point—and to 
insure this object, 1 am of opinion, that a reliance 
upon a less number of men in the field, than that 
contemplated by the first section of the bill, would 
be highly impolitic, improper, and calculated to 
jeopardize the safety of the nation; yet, in some 
of the subsequent sections of it, we find that in- 
stead of realizing the pleasing prospect of seeing 
an ample force in the field, that the force is to be 
reduced to an indefinite amount; which contra- 
diction in terms, inconsistency in principle, and 
uncertainty in effect, cannot fail to produce mor- 
tification and chagria in every breast, entertain- 
ing thesame impresions on the subject which I do. 

The same section of the bill provides for call- 
ing out this foree for two years, and, in subsequent 
sections of the bill, it is provided that the men 
shall be raised by draught, in the lastresort. Sir, 
this mode of draughtiog men from the militia for 
two years, | must contess is a novel idea to me, 
and I do believe it will be so to the nation. | 
have lived tosee draughts from the militia, under 
a colonial system, when the United States were 
colonies to Great Britain. I have seen and par- 
ticipated in the raising of men for public service, 
by draught and otherwise, from the commence- 
ment of the Revolutionary war up to the present 
time, and in no instance, which has come within 
my koowledge, has there been a draught from the 
militia, for a longer term than nine months ; and 
generally the terms of service have been much 
shorter than nine months. 

No such unreasonable exercise of power, as | 
conceive to be contained in this bill, ever was 
attempted under our former Colonial Govern- 
ments ; notwithstanding such attempts might have 
been fostered by the Monarchical Government 
under which we thenacted. Nosuch attempt was 
made during the Revolutionary war, notwith- 
standing our very existence as a nation much de- 
pended upon our placing a competent number of 
men inthe field. Nosuch attempt has been made 
since the close of the Revolutionary war, until it 
made its appearance in the bill before you. Sir, let 
us examine the law passed in 1795, authorizing the 
President of the United States to call out the mi- 
litia for the purposes designated by the Constitu- 
tion. By thatlaw we find, that such was the del- 
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icacy of General WasnineTon, the then Presj- 
dent of the United States, whose capacity for 
judging correctly on a subject of this kind al! 
must acknowledge, and such was the delicacy of 
Congress upon this subject, at that time, that a 
positive provision was made in the law, that the 
militia called out under it should not be held to 
serve more than three months in any one year; 
and the provisions of that Jaw, with a view to 
equal distribution of justice among the individ- 
uals comprising the militia, go further, and declare 
not only that the militia called out shall not be 
held to serve more than three months in any one 
year, but that they shall not be held to serve more 
than in due rotation with every other able-bodied 
man of the same rank in the battalion to which 
they belong. Such, sir, was the view taken by 
General Wasuineron, and by the Congress of 
1795, in regard to the impropriety of calling out 
the militia for long terms of service. 

The principle then adopted has been sacredly 
adhered to ever since that period, until about the 
commencement of the present war; at which 
time provisions were made for detaining the mili- 
tia to be detached for six months. Thus, sir, we 
shall find, that from time immemorial, the people 
of this nation have been in the habit of believing 
that draughts from the militia were not to be made 
fora term anything like that named in the bill be- 
fore you, and that belief has been justly founded 
on the uniform practice of all the various Govern- 
meats which have been in operation here, since 
the first setthement of the country by civilized 
man. In faet, sir, that draughts from the militia 
should not exeeed the term of nine months, is fully 
established as a principle of common law, which 
no one has ever attempted to violate before the 
introduction of the bill under consideration. And 
I very much fear, sir, that the violation of the 
principle which the bill proposes to introduce, 
will not sit very well on the minds of the people. 
Surely, sir, this is not a time to introduce new 
principles which are in any degree calculated to 
alienate the people, or any part of them, from a 
vigorous defence of our national rights. I con- 
sider this system of draughting militiamen for two 
years’ service, to be unnecessary, unequal, and 
unjust. If the nation wish for an additional force 
to the amount, and for the term mentioned in the 
bill, why not proffer terms adequate to procure 
it, and make it a part of the regular army? Al- 
though I admit, that the General Government 
have power, by the Constitution under which we 
act, to call on a part, or all the physical force of 
the nation for the defence of its rights, when ne- 
cessary ; yet, sir, [ contend, that this power ought 
to be exercised under a sound discretion, calcula- 
ted, as near as may be, to do equal justice. But 
this bill presents to my mind a very different as- 
pect. It disregards the system of equality for 
military services among our citizens, and violates 
the principle of rotation in regard to those services, 
which has been held sacred by those who have 
gone before us, and which I consider imperiously 
binding upon us. 

The second section of the bill provides for class- 
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ee 
ing the whole of the militia, s@Mhat each class 
shall furnish one man by draught or contract for 
two years. 

This mode of classification, I contend, is un- 
equal and unjust, as it includes those only who 
are enrolled in the militia, and excludes all those 
who are not enrolled in the militia. The very 
act of classing the militia, and calling upon each 
class to furnish one man for two years, clearly 
demonstrates that the Government is aware that 
the pay given by the public is not sufficient to 
bring the men into the field for such length of 
time. This fact is corroborated by the provision 
in the first section of the bill which apportions 
the mea to be raised amongst the States and Ter- 
ritories upon the principle of representation and 
‘direct taxation. In this principle, distributive 
justice is properly regarded as it relates to the 
States and Territories. But, sir, it is entirely 
abandoned as it relates to the people at large, by 
your mode of classification. 

If the situation of the nation has become such 
as to make it necessary to class the people for the 
purpose. of procuring au adequate number of sol- 
diers, | conceive that the just and equitable mode 
of doing it would be toinclude in your classes all 
the taxable polls, and all the taxable property by 
whomsoever possessed—the classes to beso formed 
as that each class should contain,as near as may 
be, a just and due proportion of all the taxable polls 
and property ; each individual in a class should 
be holden to contribute towards procuring a sol- 
dier, by contract, in proportion to the taxables 
he may possess. And in order to insure the rais- 
ing your men by classing the people, you must 
provide that each class which does not procure a 
soldier by contract in a given time, shall be taxed, 
each individual in proportion to the taxables he 
may possess, in a sum sufficient, at all events, to 
raise a man for such class; the assessment on 
such delinquent class should be collected by a sum- 
mary process, and the money paid into the hands 
of a faithful officer, who would not fail to procure 
the man. 

This is a mode of classification similar to the 
one adopted in the Revolutionary war, which 
was generally satisfactory. Contrast this system 
with the one contained in the bill before you, 
and let every man judge which of them ought to 
be preferred, 

In the one case, all the persons and property in 
the nation would be called upon to disburse a 
due proportion of the national expense ; and, io 
the other case, the persons enrolled in the militia 
only are to bear the expense of raising and get- 
ting into the field eighty thousand troops, to serve 
for two years. 

The persons enrolled in the militia are gene- 
rally composed of farmers, mechanics, and labor- 
ers, not very affluent in their circumstances, but 
as respectable and useful members of society as 
any class of citizens which can be named. | 
imagine that they do not hold one-third of the 
property which is to be. defended; and yet, sir, 
this class of your citizens are to be called upon 
to bear the whole expense of this extensive de- 
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tachment, while those who hold two-thirds of the 
property of the nation, if my ideas upon that sub- 
ject be correct, are not to be called upon to paya 
cent. I can see no reason for this discrimination ; 
I conceive it to be founded in error of so deepa 
die as to materially impede our operations of de- 
fence, if not todefeat them altogether. Pray, sir, 
what reason can be given why the rich merchant, 
the wealthy farmer, the opulent professional gen- 
tleman, those citizens holding property who are 
over the age of forty-five years, and all those citi- 
zens between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, 
who have been exempted from militia duty by the 
laws of the United States, and of individual 
States, should be exempted from a participation 
in the extra expense of this draught? I confess I 
can see none, nor have | heard of but one at- 
tempted to be given; that was, that the militia 
were called on by this bill to render personal ser- 
vice, and not for pecuniary aid. But, sir, that 
assertion is proved to be fallacious by the bill 
itself. Io the fourth section of the bill it is pro- 
vided, that, “for the purpose of equalizing as 
‘much as possible the contributions of the re- 
‘spective classes, in all cases where any class 
* may furnish a militiaman by contract, it shall 
‘ be the duty of such militia officer or officers, in 
‘laying off the respective districts comprehend- 
‘ing each class, to apportion the same, as nearly 
‘as possible, according to the value of property 
* and the number of militiamen subject to draught 
‘ within each company.” Here, sir. we finda di- 
rect appeal to pecuniary aid, anything which 
has been said to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. But it is said the alternatives in this second 
section of the bill ameliorate the severities in the 
preceding parts of it. What are those alterna- 
tives? The first provides, “that if any State or 
* Territory shall, within three months after the 
‘ passing of this act, furnish its quota of militia, 
‘or any part thereof required by this act, or any 
‘other troops in lieu thereof, for an equal or 
‘longer term of service, the same shall be re- 
‘ceived into the service of the United States ia 
* substitution of the same number of militia called 
‘for by this act; and in that case the draught 
‘ shall so far cease to take effect.” I must con- 
fess, sir, that this alternative does not, in my view, 
present such beneficial features, as some gentle- 
men have imagined were contained in it. It is 
to be sure a modest appeal to the patriotism of 
the States and Territories to furnish their quotas 
of the men to be raised, pretty much of the na- 
ture of a recommendation under the old articles 
of Confederation, when Congress had power to 
recommend, but none to execute. It gives the 
States and Territories three months to consider 
of the question, and consequently suspends the 
whole operation of raising the men, otherwise 
than by State or Territorial authority, during that 
period. Well, sir, let ussuppose, which certainly 
is at least a very possible case, that at the end of 
three months you find that the States and Ter- 
ritories have not thought proper to furnish the 
men, what then is to be done? Why, sir, at the 
time when your men ought to be ready to take 
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the field, you will have to commence raising them 
by the dilatory and very uncertain modes pointed 
out by the bill. Your militia must be then classed, 
and each class is to furnish a man by contract or 
draught; here again the bill appeals to the patriot- 
ism of the classes, and tells them if they will each 
furnish a man by contract, they will be exempt 
from the draught. Well, sir, what if the patriot- 
ism of the classes should not be sufficiently strong 
to induce them to procure their man by contract ? 
The only remedy which the bill provides in that 
case is, for them to resort to the draught. Sir, 
who is authorized to make this draught? I find, 
by the second and fourth sections of the bill, that 
the classes are each imperatively called on to fur- 
nish a man for two years, either by draught or 








. contract. I find no militia officer authorized to 


make the draught, nor any other person re 
the class itself. Hence, however novel and sub- 
versive of all military and militia principles of 
procedure this provision may appear, I must con- 
clude, that the classes alone are authorized to 
make the draught. 

Will the classes make the draught under the 
novel and extraordinary provisions of this bill? 
I imagine they will not, sir. First, because no 
bounty is offered them for procuring their men by 
contract ; and, secondly, because no penalty what- 
ever is required of them for omitting to raise their 
men by contract, nor for refusing to make the 
draught. Sir, I will quit this part of the subject 
for the present, in order to make some further ob- 
servations on the details of the bill; but I purpose 
to touch upon it again before I sit down. 

By the third section of the bill, every command- 
ing officer of a company of infantry is called upon 
to enter upon his muster roll every person subject 
to militia duty within the beat or district com- 
prehending his company, whether of artillery, 
cavalry, grenadiers, light infantry, volunteers, or 
by whatever other denomination distinguished, 
which muster roll is to be made on oath and re- 
turned to the commander of the battalion or regi- 
ment to which he belongs, and by such com- 
mander to the brigade inspector, and by him to 
the adjutant general of the State or Territory ; 
whereupon, all the militia of every description 
entered upon such muster roll shall in like man- 
ner be subject to classification, for the purposes 
of draught or contribution required by the act. 

In the first place, sir, | would inquire for what 
purpose the commanders of companies of infantry 
are called upon to enrol those of other corps? I 
know that it has been said, that the other corps 
being scattered over a more extensive territory, 
would not so expeditiously be called out by their 
own officers, as they would be by the provisions 
of this bill, against which statement I must most 
peremptorily protest. I have been a long time in 
the militia, and have had the superintendence of 
many draughts from it for public service, and I 
am compelled to assure you, that the officers of 
these select corps. to their honor be it spoken, 
have always on such occasions been active, per- 
severing, and prompt, in procuring their men, 
and quite as early in making their returns as the 
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officers of the infantry, whose commands were 
much more compact. Besides, sir, I do conceive 
that you are imposing upon the commanders of 
infantry companies a duty which does not de- 
volve upon them in virtue of their commissions, 
the oath they have taken, or the tenure of the 
office they hold. And, sir, if they should attempt 
to carry into effect the mandates of this bill, in 
regard to the members of select corps, I know of 
no constitutional, legal, or military principle 
which would enable them to do it. The officers 
and men composing these select corps, so far as I 
know, are honorable men, at all times willing to 
do their duty, and you must conceive, sir, that 
the degradation imposed upon them by this bill 
must be very mortifying to them. 

That part of the third section which directs the 
commanders of battalions and regiments to make 
their returns of enrolments to the brigade in- 
spector, is unmilitary and highly improper. It 
compels them to make their returns to an officer 
below them in rank, and that officer is directed to 
forward the returns to the adjutant general, pass- 
ing by the brigadier generals and the major gen- 
erals ; officers eminently responsible for the cor- 
rect performance of duty by all the officers and 
soldiers under their command, and who always 
have in their possession documents by which any 
attempt to commit a fraud can be checked and 
detected. By the provisions of the bill, you have 
no check upon fraud except the oaths of the cap- 
tains of infantry. You require the adjutant gen- 
eral, by the fourth section of the bill, to determine 
how many men shall compose each class, and to 
apportion the classes and number of men to be 
detached from the several brigades, regiments, or 
battalions. This is a new duty assigned to the 
adjutant generals, and one which I should ima- 
gine they would not be very fond of discharging. 

When the adjutant generals have completed 
the duty assigned thetn, they are to transmit 
copies of their doings to the brigadiers, who are 
charged with a transmittance of such copies to 
the commanding officers of regiments and battal- 
ions, leaving no responsibility for the correct dis- 
tribution of the men to be draughted on the brig- 
adiers, nor upon the commanders of regiments or 
battalions ; but the commanders of companies are 
charged with dividing the men into classes, con- 
formably to the number assigned to each class by 
the adjutant general. Here the militia part of 
the operation for raising your men ends. ‘The 
captains are not charged with the duty of even 
informing the men how they are classed; they 
are not directed to keep a record of the classifica- 
tion, nor to make return of their doings to any 
superior officer. The classes are then left to per- 
form all the remaining obligations of raising the 
men, and that too without being legally informed 
of whom they consist. Sir, the third and fourth 
sections of the bill appear to me to be not oaly 
destitute of every systematic military principle, 
but in open hostility to every military procedure 
heretofore in practice, or which ever can be prac- 
tised with that degree of precision and certainty 
which the nature of this case seems to require. 
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A new path is taken upon groued which I believe | in the detacha 
was never occupied before, neither in this or any 
other country, upon a similar oceasion. The re- 
sponsibility of your principal militia officers is 
dispensed with, and the whole ground appears to 
me to be enveloped in doubt and uncertainty ; 
whereas it must be acknowledged, that the crisis 
demands the adoption of the most prompt, expe- 
ditious, and certain mode practicable for raising 
the men and preparing them for the field, and 
this can only be done by pursuing the correct 
military system heretofore uniformly practised 
upon in raising men by draught. Permit me to 
state it, sir. The President of the United States 
calls on the Executive of a State (say Massachu- 
setts, if you please) for a_due proportion of the 
men to be raised. The Executive of the State 
always has before him, deposited in the adjutant 
eral’s office, the number of men contained in 
each division and brigade in the State; the Gov- 
ernor calls on the adjutant general, as one of his 
staff, to apportion the whole number of men called 
for among the several divisions, according to their 
number; for the correctness of the apportion- 
ment the Governor holds himself responsible; and, 
as commander-in-chief of the militia, he issues 
his general order, containing the apportionment 
among all the divisions, directing the major gen- 
erals, or commanders of divisions, to cause the 
men assigned to their respective divisions to be 
raised agreeably to the principles of the law un- 
der which they are to be raised. The major 
general apportions the men assigned to his di- 
vision among the brigades composing the division, 
according to their numbers, and adds his division 
orders, directing the brigadiers to cause the men 
assigned to their respective brigades to be raised 
in like manner. Each brigadier apportions the 
men to be raised in his brigade among the regi- 
ments and battalions composing the brigade, ac- 
cording to their numbers, and adds his brigade 
orders, directing the commanding officers of regi- 
ments and battalions to cause the men assigned 
to their respective regiments or battalions to be 
raised in like manner. Each commanding officer 
of a regiment or battalion apportions the men 
assigned to his regiment or battalion among the 
companies composing such regiment or battalion, | 
according to their numbers, and adds his regi- | 
mental or battalion orders, directing the captains 
or commanding officers of companies composing 
his regiment or battalion to raise the men as- 
signed to them, respectively, in like manner, and 
to make return to him of their doing therein 
within a given time, together with the names of 
the men so raised. All the orders and apportion- 
ments, from the Govérnor down, are transmitted 
to the commanders of companies, and by them 
read to their respective companies, and recorded 
in the orderly book of the company, which is al- 
ways open to the inspection of any person who 
may think himself aggrieved by the doings of 
any superior officer, and for correcting any other 
error which may be supposed to have’ been com- 
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in the detachment are detailed from the division, 
brigade, and regimental and battalion rosters, ac- 
cording to their rank and standing on the roster 
for duty, and are all included in the genera) 
return. 

All these pass through the haads of the several 
grades of officers whieh I have named, up to the 
Governor. The major generals, brigadiers, and 
commanders of regiments and battalions have 
their respective staff officers attached to them, 
whose duty it is to assist in apportioning the men, 
in copying and distributing the orders, in digest- 
ing, arranging, and transmitting returns, and of 
keeping a fair record of all orders, returns, and of 
all other official proceedings of the commanders 
of the said corps in their said capacities; but the 
commanding officers of corps are responsible for _ 
the accuracy of the apportionment, the correct- 
ness of the returns, and all other official transac- 
tions done and performed by them. I should not 
have.troubled the Senate with these details, had 
I not been deeply impressed with the idea that 
the arrangement for raising the men pointed out 
by the bill is wholly impracticable, and that a 
better course might and ought to be pursued. 
The mode of procedure which I have named, I 
conceive to be founded in strict military princi- 
ples. It engages the assistance and retains the 
responsibility which by law is justly imposed 
upon every officer of the militia, from the Gov- 
ernor to the commander of acompany. It seeures 
to you ample means for correcting any error, and 
for detecting any fraud which may take place in 
the apportionment, raising the men, or in the re- 
turns. It affords means “by which the Govern- 
ment can at all times ascertain the exact number 
of men which they have engaged for the public 
servioe, easy and generally well understood. 

Sir, in regard to the fifth section of the bill, I 
will only say, that the organization of the men 
detached into divisions, brigades, regiments, and 
companies, would, in my opinion, be more prop- 
erly vested in the Governors of the States and 
Territories, than in the President of the United 
States. The Governors must know better than 
the President can know, the local situation of the 
officers detailed and men detached, and conse- 
quently are better qualified to organize them to 
their satisfaction, and in a manner the most use- 
fal to the public service. 

The sixth section very properly provides for in- 
flicting a penalty on the officers and soldiers who 
shall fail to obey the orders of a proper officer for 
carrying into effect any provision of the bill; but 
this provision must be considered as applying to 
those officers and soldiers only, who have been 
detailed or detached, if it be true, that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States have no power to in- 
flict punishment on the militia until they are 
called into the service of the United States, and 
therefore cannot attach to any of the officers or 
eto of the militia who may not have been 














detached or detailed. 
The seventh section of the bill provides, that 


mitted in the course of any official transaction of | the militia to be raised under this bill shall not 


any officer of the line. 
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State or Territory who furnish them, and the 
limits of an adjoining State or Territory, with 
the exception of Tennessee, Kentucky, Pennsy|- 
vania,and Virginia.. Sir, I have always imagined 
that the United States composed one great family 
for the purposes of national defence; that if an 
enemy should invade the State of Maryland, and 
the forces of the militia of Massachusetts were ne- 
cessary to repel such invasion, that we were 
bound to afford our aid, and so vice versa; but, 
sir, if the Senate are tenacious of retaining the 
principles of this section, I must submit to their 
decision. 

The eighth section of the bill I consider to be 
necessary and proper. 

In the ninth section of the bill it is provided, 
that any three classes which will furnish two 
men for the war, shall be exempt from the mili- 
tia duty required by the bill. Here I must be per- 
mitted, sir, to ask gentlemen if this provision does 
not come in direct contact with your recruiting 
service for the war? Your men which you may 
calculate on recruiting for the war are shrewd, 
calculating men, and the moment this bill shall be 
published they will have an eye to the bounty 
which they may acquire from the classes, in ad- 
dition to that given by the public; and, sir, will 
not this retard, if not entirely suspend the recruit- 
ing service for the war, until it shall be ascer- 
tained what bounty can be obtained from the 
classes? I apprehend that it will, sir; and if 
that should prove to be the case, the supension 
will be attended with very inconvenient, if not 
fatal consequences. The bill allows the States 
or Territories three months to furnish the men in 
their own way ; if not so furnished within that pe- 
riod, it contemplates that, if the classification takes 
place, the classes are allowed twenty days to pro- 
cure the man by contract before the draught can 
take place; then, sir, allowing that the men are 
to be classed immediately upon the transmission 
of the bill to the States and Territories, (which I 
can by no means conceive will be the case,) the 
ae service for the war and the operations 
of this bill are postponed for at least one hundred 
and ten days before you commence the operation 
of law for filling the ranks of the regular army, or 
for the detachment from the militia provided for 
by the bill, which will carry you far into April, 
when in fact the situation of the country requires 
that the regular army should be filled, and the 
militia contemplated by this act organized and 
ready to take the field, before the commencement 
of the operation of the one or the other system. 
But, sir, if all the effects contemplated by the 
friends to this bill, in regard to filling the ranks 
of the regular army, should be realized, what 
would be the consequence? Why, sir, instead of 
the force of 142,000 men. contemplated by the 
committee as the necessary force with which you 
ought to open the next campaign, you have 109,- 
000 cnly; for, sir, taking it for granted, that we 
have now only 40,000 regular troops in the field, 
22,000 is wanting to fill up that establishment; 
consequently, if 22,000 men should be procured by 
the classes pointed out in this bill, 33,000 classes 
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would be exempt from the services required by 
this bill, which would reduce the whole number 
of men to be brought into the field, as I have 
stated, to 109,000. The tenth section provides 
for the supposition contained in it, that more than 
men enough to fill the regular army may be 
raised for the war under the provisions of this bill. 
That I imagine, sir, is a supposition which it js 
searely necessary to provide for; but it is to be 
remembered, that should the idea be realized, it is 
calculated to reduce the number of men contem- 
plated for the field the next campaign, to the 
amount of one-third of the whole number con- 
tained in the surplus so raised, and consequently, 
instead of your having 109,000 men—which I must 
agree, according to the principles of the first sec- 
tion of the bill, is an adequate number—no man 
can divine how far below that number your force 
is to be reduced, by the very uncertain operation 
of this bill. Sir, while I am upon this part of the 
subject, permit me again to revert to the third sec- 
tion of the bill, which is, in a considerable degree, 
connected with it. That section, in violation of 
the principles of the law of 1795, which I have 
quoted and which is now in force, and been uni- 
formly practised upon from the passage of the law 
to this time, subjects all the militiamen who have 
rendered service in the present war, be it ever so 
eminent, to the same chance of the draught, as it 
does those who have never rendered any service, 
totally subverting the precious principle of that 
law which provides for a general rotation of ser- 
vice: and, sir, this vital error in the bill seems to 
be acknowledged by the same section, inasmuch 
as it goes on to provide that all former services 
shall be deducted from the term of service for 
which they may be draughted under this bill. 
Weil, sir, what becomes of the permanency of the 
troops to be raised under the bill? Why, sir, it 
vanishes like a vapor, and leaves no real substance 
behind. The militiamen which are made subject 
to this draught, and which have rendered services. 
are many; probably some of them may have 
served for two years, and some for eighteen 
months. And I know, sir, that many of them 
have served for one year, some for nine, six, and 
three mouths. Then you go on to make your 
organization upon the principles of the bill, your 
officers are all detailed to command the detach- 
ment, according to the principles of the organiza- 
tion. It may appear that some of the men de- 
tached have already served for two years; they 
must immediately be discharged, some must no 
doubt be discharged in six months, and | know 
that many must be discharged at the end of one 
year, at the end of eighteen months, and at the 
end of twenty-one months. Thus, sir, the per- 
manency of your establishment will be gradually 
reduced as it relates to the men; but no provision 
is made for reducing the officers in the same pro- 
portion. No, sir, they are to remain in the ser- 
vice, and consequently in the pay of the nation, 
uotil the end of the term for which they were 
detailed, unless the President of the United States 
should undertake to discharge them, without im- 
putiog to them any fault within their power to 
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control, which I should not imagine would be 
likely to take place. This is the pretended sys- 
tem of permanency in your Military Establish- 
ment, reduced by the bill itself to insignificance 
and uncertainty. Besides, sir, it is provided that 
the officer making the draught shall make report 
to the Department of War of all persons draught- 
ed by him, who have performed a tour of duty 
specified in the act. But who is the officer who 
is to make this return to the Secretary of War ? 
| find no officer designated to make the draught ; 
consequently none can be authorized to make re- 
turn to the Secretary of War. It must therefore 
be left with the classes to do it, in which case a 
correspondence of eighty thousand may be opened, 
and in all probability of not less than twenty 
thousand will be opened between the classes and 
the Secretary of War upon this particular sub- 
ject, when according to the mode of raising the 
men which I have had the honor to name, should 
it be adopted, each captain would be under obli- 
gation to make this statement in his return, 
through the proper channel, to the Governors. 
The Governors might direct the adjutant generals 
to make out an abstract of these returns from the 
captains, and transmit it to the Secretary of War, 
which would open with him a little over twenty 
correspondents, instead of at least twenty thou- 
sand. And for my own part, sir, [ cannot see 
why the Governors of the States and Territories 
should not be vested with the authority of deci- 
ding this question, without troubling the Secre- 
tary of War with it, upon their being responsible 
for the return being made of their doings to the 
Secretary of War, for the information of the 
General Government. 

Sir, [have thought it my duty to point out to 
the Senate my own ideas of what I conceive to 
be errors, both in principle and detail, contained 
in the bill. If it should pass the Senate in its 
present form, I shall very much regret it. 

Ishould be extremely sorry to give my vote 
against any measure calculated to promote the 
object of general defence; but, sir, I do not con- 
ceive that this bill is calculated to further that 
object in the most desirable and practicable 
manner. 

I do consider, sir, that the bill commences with 
unusual and arbitrary principles, never before at- 
tem pted to be imposed on the militia of this coun- 
try since its first settlement by civilized man. 

It appears to me, sir, as I have endeavored to 
show, that it contains principles of the most deadly 
hostility to the correct military principles, now 
in practice in the militia, for raising men for pub- 
lie service. It dispenses with the responsibility 
of the principal militia officers in raising men, and 
thereby leaves the Government at all times in a 
state of entire uncertainty relative to the number 
engaged forthe service. Itisan extremely impol- 
itic measure, inasmuch as it takes new and unex- 
plored ground for its basis, which may, and I 
presume will, be disgusting to the people, at a 
time, too, when their most cordial co-operation 
with the Government is eminently necessary, to 
enable you to effect the great object which you 
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have in view. In its most prominent features, I 
conceive that every discerning eye, not a member 
of this Senate, will, at first view, perceive the 
most manifest injustice exhibited to individuals 
of the militia—they are indiscriminately to be 
subjected to the draught for two years, whatever 
may be their situation or circumstances in life. 
Those who have heretofore rendered services 
have the miserable consolation only, of being told, 
that their former term of service shall be deduct- 
ed from the two years, while the honorable prin- 
ciple of rotation, now existing by law, is totally 
disregarded. And inasmuch as the militia, not 
possessing more than one-third of the property of 
the nation, are called on to furnish all the pecu- 
niary means of procuring the men, if procured 
by contract ; and all others, possessing two-thirds 
of the property of the nation, and not subject to 
be called on to render personal service, are entirely 
exonerated from the burdens of this draught. 

And, sir, notwithstanding the high, unusual 
ground which it assumes to take, I must confess 
that in my opinion it has sown in it the seeds of 
its own destruction, which are so deep rooted, 
that I imagine they cannot fail to effect that ob- 
ject. It dispenses with all the responsibility of 
your principal militia officers, as has been before 
observed ; it inflicts no penalty on the classes for 
omitting to raise men for the war, for omitting 
to raise men by contract, nor for omitting to raise 
them by draught; and as no officer or other per- 
son is authorized to make the draught, besides the 
classes, I consider the whole system as resolving 
intoa recommendation, upon the patriotism of the 
States and Territories, and upon the patriotism 
of the classes, which [am apprehensive must fail 
of furnishing you eighty thousand men. The 
system, therefore, appears to me to be inefficient, 
and totally incompetent to effect the object which 
Iam sure the Senate have in view. Mr. Presi- 
dent, from the view which I have taken of this 
subject, I think the Senate must perceive that it 
is impracticable for me to vote in favor of it in 
its present shape. Unless it shall undergo a rad- 
ical change in its principles and details, [ must 
vote against the bill. 

Mr. Daacert, of Connecticut, addressed the 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. President: By this bill, the President is 
authorized to call upon the several States and 
Territories for their respective quotas of 80,430 
militia, to serve for two years, unless sooner dis- 
charged. They are to constitute part of the reg- 
ular Army of the United States, and to be treated 
in every respect as such, with the exception that 
they cannot be compelled to serve beyond the 
limits of the State or Territory furnishing the 
and the limits of an adjoining State or Territory, 
and that the officers are to be appointed by the 
State or Territorial authorities. The object of 
this force is declared to be “the defence of the 
frontiers of the United States.” [The words at 
the end of the title, “against invasion,” were 
inserted after the bill had passed. ] 

The principle is assumed, that Congress may 
by law, order the militia of the several State 
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into the service of the United States, to defend 
their frontiers and garrison their fortresses for 
two years, or for any other definite period, or dur- 
ing the war, provided the country is invaded, or 
in imminent danger of invasion. This country, 
‘while engaged in war with any nation which can 
send either fleets or armies against it, will always 
be in such condition, and consequently the mili 
tia are subject to the control of Congress. There 
is no limit, say the advocates of this law, to the 
power of Congress over the militia, in time of 
war, except that they must be officered by the 
States. A conscription is thus justified. It is 
openly avowed by the same gentlemen as proper, 
just, and legal. I think these conclusions are 
airly deduced from the premises. If the power 
of this Government over the militia is in time of 
war unlimited, it does indeed follow, that the free- 
men of this country, who are subject to the duties 
of militiamen, may be converted into soldiers of 
the Army of the United States during the war, or 
for any definite period. The exception that they 
shall not be obliged to go from the State, or an 
adjoining State, is a matter of form, and not of 
right. They may be ordered to Canada, or to 
any moreremote region. But, sir, this whole doc- 
trine is unconstitutional; it is an. outrage, upon 
its face and its principles and provisions, upon the 
undoubted rights of freemen, and upon the char- 
ter of our liberties. 

That the powers of this Government are lim- 
ited—that those not granted are reserved—are 
positions sanctioned by an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, and universally admitted. The entire 
control over the militia, previous to the adoption 
of the Constitution, was in the States. All that 
control, except what has been delegated to the 
United States, remains. There is no article in 
the Constitution delegating a general power. 
Every word employed on the subject shows that 
itis limited. “ Pegeiears shall have power to pro- 
‘ vide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
‘laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
‘repel invasions.” Why give power to call 
forth the militia in those exigencies, if the en- 
tire authority over them was elsewhere given ? 
The absurdity is too apparent to admit of argu- 
ment or illustration. Again: ‘Congress shall 
‘have power to provide for organizing, arming, 
‘and disciplining, the militia, and for governing 
‘such part of them as may be employed in the 
‘service of the United States, reserving to the 
* States, respectively, the appointment of the offi- 
‘ cers, and the authority of training the militia, 
* accordiog to the discipline prescribed by Con- 
‘ gress.” In other language, it may provide for 
arranging them into companies, battalions, regi- 
ments, brigades, and divisions, It may provide, 
that they shall be armed, and the manner in which 
it shall be done—prescribe the discipline to be pur- 
sued.and make laws for governing them while in 
that service of the United States, to which they 
might be called forth, in the cases before speci- 
fied. All this Congress may do, to establish that 
uniformity and order which are so essential toa 
well-regulated militia. This is the obvious and 
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just meaning of the clause. Again: ‘“‘The Pres. 
* ident shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
‘and Navy of the United States, and of the mili. 
‘tia of the several States, when called into the 
‘ actual service of the United States.” In these 
articles of the Constitution, Congress and the 
President are every where limited, and every where 
the power of the States is apparent. The milj- 
tia cannot be called forth as a regular army at al! 
—they may be called as a militia. They cannot 
be trained or officered, in any case, except under 
the authority of the States, nor commanded even 
by the President, except when called forth in the 
exigencies specified. ho can discover in these 
provisions a pretence for asserting that the mili- 
tia are constitutionally subjected to the general 
control of Congress ? 

But, sir, to prove the constitutionality of this 
bill, its friends rely on those clauses which give 
to Congress the right “to raise and support 
armies” and “to provide for calling forth the mi- 
litia in the cases mentioned.” These are distinct 
and independent powers and are always so con- 
sidered. If the first gave to Congress any av- 
thority over the militia as such, it gave a gene- 
ral authority, and if so, the subsequent provisions 
regarding them, are worse than useless—they 
tend only to perplex and bewilder. The truth 
is, this clause has no reference to the militia any 
more than to physicians, lawyers, or merchants. 
It authorizes Congress to raise and support ar- 
mies, in a manner and by means consistent with 
the great principles of civil liberty, known to the 
people of this country, and adopted and deemed 
sacred in all free Governments. But itis utterly 
inconsistent with those principles to compel any 
man to become a soldier for life, during a war, 
or for any fixed time. In Great Britain, a war- 
like nation, a nation often the theme of reproach 
here for the tyranny of the Government, no such 
practice is, or can be, resorted to; the people 
would revolt at it; they would shake a throne 
which should attempt it. It is alike odious here, 
and I hope it will remain so. 

It is said, however, that the nation is invaded ; 
a case of invasion—a specified case exists, and, 
by the second mentioned power, the militia may 
be called forth. It is true the militia may be 
called forth to “ repel invasions.” It cannot es- 
cape observation, that the words employed by the 
Constitution, “ to repel invasions,” seem quite un- 
like the words in this bill, “for the defence of 
the frontiers,” still less are they descriptive of 
the object for which the gentlemen are obliged 
tocontend the militia may be called forth. They 
declare that so long as there is invasion or im- 
minent danger of jnvasion, and this will be our 
condition during the existence of the war, the 
militia may be converted into an army for the 
defence of the country, and support the war. 
Why did not the great, wise, and good men, as 
they are justly characterized by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Giues,) use language ex- 
pressive of such an idea? Why did they not say, 
that in time of war, Congress shall have power to 
provide for calling forth the militia to support it: 
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Again, sir, the militia may be called forth to 
repel invasions, to execute the laws of the Union, 
and to suppress insurrections. These occasions 
are, with good reasons, joined. In their nature, 
upon the soundest and fairest definitions, they are 
emergencies, sudden and unexpected, and there- 
fore incapable of being met by a regular army. 
The wisdom of the Convention dictated provision 
in case of such occurrences. To make such pro- 
yision by a standing army, always to be dreaded, 
and the subject of unceasing reprobation by the 
people of the United States, would have been 
unwise and impracticable. These were the 
views of the venerable men who formed and 
adopted the Constitution. It never entered their 
minds, that in providing to repel invasions and 
suppress insurrections, and to execute the laws, 
they were furnishing the nation with the means 
of sustaining a war, especially an offensive war. 
In this light was the subject considered in the 
State conventions, and had the doctrines here 
advanced been deemed the legitimate interpreta- 
tions of that Constitution, it would have been 
rejected by every State in the Union. 

Again, sir, did the Convention intend to give to 
Congress the power of converting the militia into 
an army, and yet reserve to the States the power 
of appointing the officers? It is unquestionable 
that neither the President nor Congress can grant 
acommission. You have then an army without 
the power of giving to it officers, an army which 
may be kept together, or disbanded for the defect 
ef officers, at the pleasure of eighteen sovereign 
States. With such an army, you might repel 
an invasion, or suppress insurrections, or cause 
the laws to be executed, but you cannot carry on 
a war. 

This bill is not only unconstitutional, but it is 
unequal, unjust, and oppressive. By the second 
section, the militia are to be divided into classes, 
and each class is compelled to furnish a man, one 
of their number, or a substitute, to serve as a sol- 
dier for two years. It affects no citizen who is 
over forty-five years of age—no exempt from mil- 
itary duty, no commissioned officer, except such 
as the State shall select to command, and those 
it obliges to serve, in all events; it includes ap- 
prentices, poor men, and those of every occupa- 
tion, between eighteen and forty-five years of 
age. To illustrate these ideas, I will ask the at- 
tention of the Senate to its operation upon the 
State of Connecticut. The quota of that State 
isabout three thousand and ten. Its militia con- 
sists of abouttwenty thousand non-commissioned 
officers and privates; there are not less than forty- 
eight thousand males above eighteen, and under 
forty-five ; add to these the males over forty-five, 
and it will be seen what proportion of the male 

population over eighteen is subjected to this 
draught. Of the property, I believe, five-sixths, 
or more, is possessed by the exempts. In these 










































twenty thousand militia are to be found appren- 
tices, day laborers, mechanics, and farmers. Of 
these, one in seven is, by this bill, forced into the 
army for two years, or the seven are compelled 
to procure a substitute. The soldier is allowed 








no bounty, either in land or money. He isto re- 
ceive his clothing, subsistence, and eight dollars 
per month; not more than half the sum to be ob- 
tained by laboring peneetar 
occupations at home. It will be readily seen, 

that while the United State give a bounty of 

three hundred and twenty acres of land, as is 

established in the bill which has just passed the 

Senate, and one hundred and twenty-four dollars 

in money, no substitute can be obtained for less 

than two hundred and fifty or three hundred dol- 

lars. Seven of the militia, in this view of the 

subject, are compelled to pay from thirty to forty 

dollars each, or one of their number is to become 

a soldier for two” years, while the wealthy ex- 

empt is no otherwise affected than he is obliged, 

with them, to bear his proportion of public taxes ; 
and thus on twenty thousand, of the least affluent 
part of the community, a burden is imposed of 
about $75,000. The officer, also, who is appoint- 
ed by the authority of the State, and detailed to 
this service, is not at liberty to procure a substi- 
tute; he must become an inmate of a camp. for 
two years. Thus the apprentice may be forced 
away from his work-shop, for a period which 
will affect his whole future life, the poor man 
must leave his family helpless, the young farmer 
or mechanic relinquish his business, to be ne- 
glected or ruined, or pay an enormous tax, and 
the officer, be his condition what it may, is to 
spend two years in an army, subject to the rules 
and articles of war. Is this equality? Is this 
justice? Is it not oppression and tyranny of no 
ordinary character ? If any position be so true 
as to admit of no doubt, it is, that, in support of 
burdens created by war, the people should be 
taxed according to their property. This billisa 
palpable departure from that rule of political 
justice. 


in the ordinary 


It is said, however, that our country is in great 
eril; men must be had, the Army must be filled. 
hat then? Are these reasons for resorting to 


unconstitutional and oppressive measures? The 
plea of necessity is too old, too well characterized, 
too well understood to be admitted. This people 
have seen times of imminent danger. In the 
war of the Revolution where destruction assailed 
us on all sides, when did we, for a moment, ad- 
mit these doctrines! The people were, in some 


States, classed and draughted, but for only short 
periods, and upon principles totally dissimilar to 
those contained in this bill. Every man was 
included and obliged to contribute. In Great 
Britain, whence we derive many of our maxims, 
usages, and laws, and whence too we have derived 
the law for calling forth the militia in the cases 
specified, every poor man with one child or more, 
all apprentices, and many others, are exempted 
from liability to be called out to repel invasions. 
Are we less attentive to the rights and interests 
of the people, than the nation towards which so 
much invective is constantly uttered ? 

The bill is incapable of being executed, as well 
as unconstitutional and unjust. It proceeds en- 
tirely upon the idea that the State governments 
will lend their aid to carry it intoeffect. If they 
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refuse, it becomes inoperative. Now, sir, will 
the Executives who believe it a violation of the 
Constitution, assist in its execution? I tell you 
they will not. No one denies that the State gov- 
ernments have some power over their militia; 
all admit that they have, at least, a power con- 
current with that of the United States. It is so 
admitted in this debate; the limits, however, it is 
said, are not,and cannot bedenied. Of one thing 
you may be certain, that the captain general and 
commander-in-chief of the military force of a 
State, will not readily yield the whole or any por- 
tion of that force to the United States, to become 
a part of a regular army, and thus consent to an- 
nihilate the power of the State over its militia. 
For such a claim you must show him a warrant 
in the Constitution. If you differ with him as to 
the interpretation of that instrument, he is at lib- 
erty to construe it for himself; yours is a limited 
authority over the subject, the general authority 
is in the State. He is bound to maintain its law- 
ful rights and privileges. He would be unworthy 
of his station if he surrendered them. It would 
be a flagrant violation of duty te execute an order 
which he deemed repugnant to the Constitution. 

We are told, however, by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Gites) that this bill 
will be popular. Let me assure that gentleman 
he is mistaken ; in New England it will be viewed 
with extreme horror. An opinion there prevails, 
is engraven on every heart, it will live, you can- 
not destroy it, that no freeman is to be madea 
soldier in your army by compulsion. It is abhor- 
rent to all the enlightened and independent peo- 

le, of all parties and sects. They too well 
ec and too highly appreciate the privileges of 
freemen to approve aconscription, however dis- 
guised. 

Once more: Massachusetts and Connecticut 
have peculiar reasons for withholding their assent 
to laws, for calling out their militia. Those al- 
ready draughted into your service, have neither 
been subsisted nor paid by the United States. I 
will speak particularly of Connecticut. On the 
first of July last, the President requested of the 
Executive of that State to furnish three hundred 
thousand men, with a major general and other 
officers, as its proportion of ninety-three thousand 
militia required from the several States and Ter- 
ritories. The quota was detached and organized. 
On the first of August following, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Cushing, of the Army of the United States, 
commanding at New London, requested of the 
Executive the major part of the detachment thus 
organized, and that they might be under a briga- 
dier general, and subjected to his (General Cush- 
ing’s) command. As there was then in the ser- 
vice of the United States, of the militia, more 
than a brigadier’s command, and as a majority of 
the major general’s command was now called for, 
the major general was, with manifest propriety, 
directed to accompany his men, and of course it 
became his duty tocommand. General Cushing, 
commanding in that district, (how, and by what 
authority established as a military district is not 
now the subject of inquiry,) refused to acknowl- 
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edge the militia as in the service of the United 
States, or to pay or subsist them, assigning as a 
reason, that a major general could not be recog. 
nised when any number less than four thousand 
is required; though, on the first of July, as before 
stated, three thousand with a major general had 
been called for and detached, and though the 
wor se v0ey assigning this reason had not then men 
sufficient to constitute a colonel’scommand. This 
course was in obedience to the orders of the Sec- 
retary of War. The militia however, did not 
abandon the defence of the State and nation, but 
remained in obedience to the orders of the en- 
lightened and patriotic Chief Magistrate of that 
State, and have been subsisted and paid out of its 
treasury. I will not consent to any bill like that 
on your table, till justice shall have been done to 
a State which has ever been among the first to 
perform all her Constitutional engagements. 

I shall vote against this bill on another ground. 
It is declared to be its object, to relieve the regu- 
lar Army from the defence of the frontiers, that 
it may be employed in the conquest of the Cana- 
das. I doubt if this object can be effected with- 
out first securing the command of the St. Law- 
rence. Our success as yet is not very flattering. 
Without detracting from the hard-earned fame 
of our Army, or the brilliant achievements of our 
Navy on the Lakes, that country remains entirely 
in full possession of the enemy. After an im- 
mense loss of money and life, the great work is 
yet undone. 

The project, in my judgment, is inexpedient if 
practicable. ‘The result would not be worth the 
sacrifice—it would not contribute towards a peace, 
an object near the heart of every good man. 
Great Britain is pronounced by gentlemen to be 
a wise, powerful, and haughty nation. ‘True, sir, 
and when has she been driven into terms of peace 
by the invasion of one of her ptovinces ? Should 
we succeed in this attempt, would her pride be 
so far subdued as to lessen her demands? Is it 
not far more probable that such an event might 
induce her to lay in wide and dreadful destruc- 
tion an invaluable seacoast? At such a price 
the Canadas would be purchased at too greata 
sacrifice. She retaliates by no strict rules. It is 
not with ber, “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth ;” but a head for an eye, a body for a 
tooth. The Parliament House at Little York 
was destroyed, and she burnt your Capitol. 

We are solemnly warned of our danger by the 
friends of this measure, and asked, if we shall 
stand still and suffer our country to be desolated ? 
We answer, no; raise armies if you please, to any 
extent, by equal and Constitutional methods—arm 
every stick of timber that can float. Let the 
Navy, once despised, give new proofs, if possible, 
of her skill and valor; strike home at the com- 
merce of the enemy. This is our true course. 
This will be feit by the merchant and manufac- 
turer, and their voices will be heard and regarded 
in the British cabinet. This is the only effec- 
tual warfare which we can maintain offensively 
against that nation, I fear not the conquest of 
our territory. The attempt would be idle. In- 
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yasion will be met and resisted at the water’s 

edge, with success, by hundreds of thousands of 

Americans who will not be forced into your 
my. 

AM. Mason, of New Hampshire, addressed the 

Chair as follows : 

Mr. President: I am glad, sir, that the few ob- 
servations, which I made on a former day, when 
this bill was under consideration, have induced 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, (Mr. GiLes,) to make su¢h an 
ample exposition of the views and objects of that 
committee, and of the Administration. I deem 
it fortunate that, at the commencement of the 
discussion of the bills on military affairs, we are 

ossessed of the ulterior intentions and designs. 

The Secretary of War, in his late report, has 
recommended for adoption by the Legislature, a 





plan of a forcible draught, or conscription, of the 
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ity they must encounter in obstructing the mea- 
sures of Government in the present state of 
affairs. I admit the distress of the nation exists. 
to the full extent stated. We see and feel it, and 
have too much reason to believe it will soon become- 
universal. The crisis demands all the wisdom 
and virtue of the country. I hold a stakein the 
fate of the nation in common with my fellow cit- 
izens, and do not feel inclined to shrink from do- 
ing what I think my duty requires. In times like 
oe no political situation is free from responsi- 
bility. 

ee I take the liberty of admonishing the 
friends of the Administration (and the honorable 
gentleman, if he includes himself in that number) 
to be cautious how they attempt to overleap the 
limits of the Constitution. Of all our dangers, 
I see none more alarming than the apparent dis- 
position to exercise arbitrary power. Revolu- 





whole free male population of the United States, | tionary measures can never, with safety, be re-- 
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, | sorted to by a regular Government. They place 
for the purpose of recruiting the regular Army. | the magistrate and private citizen on the same 
He proposes that all persons, within those ages, | level, and none can foresee into whose hands, 
be formed into classes of one hundred each ; and | during the boisterous commotion of the political 
that if any class neglect to furnish four soldiers | elements, the tyrant’s power will fall. A Gov- 
for the Army, to be delivered over to the recruit- | ernment which should require such expedients 
ing officer within thirty days, that number be| would not be worth preserving. If sufficient 
taken out of the class by force; that vacancies | powers are not granted by the people, apply to 
by casualty, be supplied in like manner from the | the people for their enlargement. In periods of 
lei and that the legal bounty of one hundred | alarm and terror, when present danger hushes all 
and twenty-four dollars to each recruit be assess- | fears of that which is more remote and less ob- 
ed on all the taxable property within the precinct | vious, inroads on the rights of the people are 
of each class. This plan must be presumed to| chiefly to be apprehended. In a case so deeply 
have the approbation of the Administration ; for | affecting the personal liberty of the whole body 
it cannot be supposed the Secretary of War would | of the nation as the present, no extremity of dan- 
adventure On a measure so important, without | ger would justify the exercise of illegal authority. 
such support and countenance. | The inquiry is, whether the Constitution gives 
Although the present bill certainly does not | to this Government the power contended for ? 
adopt the plan of the Secretary. in its full extent,| The clause in the Constitution which declares 
and although the honorable chairman has said | that Congress shall provide for the common de- 
he can support the provisions of the bill without | fence, has been cited, though very little reliance 
its aid, yet he has attempted, in a formal argu- | appears to be placed on it. The purpose of that 
ment, to maintain, that this Government has the | clause seems to have been to impose a duty, or 
Constitutional power, to be exercised at discre- | define an object to the attainment of which the 
tion as occasion may require, of placing our citi- | powers granted are to be applied. The words, 
zeus, by force, and for an unlimited time, in the | with others immediately connected, are, “ to pay 
ranks of the regular Army. Till lately, such an | the debts and provide for the common defence 
opinion was entertained by few, if any. I be-| and general welfare of the United States.” The 
lieve it was expressed by none. Great and sud-| means or powers are afterwards prescribed, b 
den changes in opinion on important political sub- | which these great objects are to be attained. It 
jects are the usual forerunners of revolutions in | has not been, and I trust will not be contended, 
States. This is emphatically the case, where the | that Congress is at liberty to resort to other means 
force of Government rests on common sentiment. | at their discretion. Should this be considered a 
Sincerely believing the doctrine contended for, to | grant of power, still the subsequent specification 
be unwarranted by the Constitution, and preg- | of the manner of exercising it, would limit and 
nant with consequences dangerous to the rights | restrictit. Money raised to pay the debts of the 
and liberties of the country, I cannot permit it to | United States, for instance, must be raised in the 
pass without attempting its refutation. The most | manner specially pointed out; and if it could not 
monstrous opinions, when announced by high au- | be obtained by taxes levied according to the Con- 
thority, and supported with plausibility, will, if| stitution, or by other methods therein directed, 
permitied without contradiction to become fa-| surely Congress could not levy taxes in any other 
miliar to the mind, in time lose much of their | way, or resort to other means not thereby author- 
= deformity. ized. 
he honorable gentleman has been pleased, in| The authority given to Congress “to raise and 
a style somewhat monitory, to caution those op- | support armies,” comprises their whole power on 
posed to his doctrine to consider the responsibil-| this subject. This, and the authority of calling 
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forth the militia under certain circumstances, are 
the means by which the common defence is to be 
provided for. Can the Legislature, by virtue of 
this grant of power, adopt the proposed plan of 
conscription, and pers by force, such part of the 
population of the United States, and for such pe- 
riods as shall be deemed expedient, in the ranks 
of the regular Army ? A power so transcendant 
and dangerous, must, to justify the exercise of it, 
be derived from plain principles, and depend on 
no doubtful construction or subtle reasoning. 

The power to raise and support armies must be 
eonstrued according to the intentions and under- 
standing of the people of the United States, who 
mad: the Constitution, consisteatly with all the 
well known and established rights of the States 
and of the people—and consistently with the gen- 
eral principles of civil liberty. 

The military power or force given by the Con- 
stitution to this Government, is of two sorts—a 
regular Army, and the militia of the States—the 
latter in certain emergencies, and with certain 
restrictions and limitations—the former without 
any restriction. It is unnecessary, for the present 
purpose, to point out with exact precision all the 
restrictions and limitations of the power over the 
militia. In three specified cases only, and for a 
service within the limits of the United States, and 
under the command of their own State officers, 
and as I think, for short periods of service, can 
this Government call on the States for their mil- 
itia. From these restrictions, it is apparent, the 
power of the United States is of a very limited 
nature, and that the States still retain by far the 

reatest portion of authority over their own mil- 
itia. Over the regular Army, the Government of 
the United States have an unlimited power. They 
may use it in all cases where military force is 
needed, in any part of the world, under such offi- 
cers and for such periods as they please. There 
always have been in this country important dis- 
tinctions between the militia and regular Army. 
These distinctions were always kept up, and in 
various instances exemplified in the war of the 
Revolution, and were well understood by the peo- 
ple of the United States at the time of forming 
the Constitution. There was known to be an 
essential difference between serving in the regu- 
lar Army and performing a tour of duty in the 
militia. Regular armies were raised by enlist- 
ment of such as voluntarily consented to enter 
them. Such, for ages, had been the practice of 
the British Government, from which we origi- 
nally derived most of our ideas on subjects of 
Government; and such was the practice of the 
Government of the United States, and of the sev- 
eral States during the Revolutionary war. There 
always has been, and I hope always will be, a 
jealousy of standing armies. At the time of the 
Bevdlativn it was carried to an unreasonable 
height, and too strongly felt. When the Consti- 
tution was adopted, no power granted to the Gen- 
eral Government was more severely criticised, 
than that over'the military force of the country. 
Those opposed to the Constitution contended, that 
the power of the purse and of the sword were im- 
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properly united, and that not only the rights of 
the State Governments, but the freedom of the 
people would be endangered. If any such power 
as that contended for, could have been conceived 
to be granted by the Constitution, it would have 
been detected and pointed out by those so much 
alarmed. Yet it is believed, that such construc- 
tion was not even suggested in any of the con- 
ventions, although the subject was there most 
ably discussed. Nor is it believed, that with this 
construction, the Constitution would have been 
adopted bya single State of the Union. If, then, 
voluntary enlistment was the only method by 
which a regular Army could be raised, according 
to the general opinion of the people, it follows 
that the power to raise armies is, by the very 
terms used in the Constitution, restricted to that 
method ; for the words must be construed, as they 
were understood by the people who adopted the 
Constitution. And so the position of the honor- 
able gentleman, that the grant of power to raise 
armies. being general, and without any restriction 
of the method by which it shall be exercised, 
leaves the Government at liberty to adopt any 
method they please, is ill founded. That might 
be a just construction of the terms when used by 
a people accustomed toa despotic government, 
for they might so understand them. 

The power claimed is, doubtless, vastly greater 
and more dangerous, than any other possessed by 
the Government. It subjects the personal freedom 
of every citizen, in comparison with which the 
rights of property are insignificant, to arbitrary 
discretion. Had there been an intention of grant- 
ing such power, would there not have been some 
attempt to guard against the unjust and oppress- 
ive exercise of it, as was done in the granting of 
powers of less importance ? Yet, this power of 
raising armies, unless confined to voluntary en- 
listment, is without any guard or restriction what- 
ever. The exercise of it must depend wholly on 
arbitrary discretion. 

All the recruits wanted for the Army might, if 
the Government should so please, be taken from 
one section of the Union. The power of raising 
money is not thus submitted to the diseretion of 
the Government. All taxes, if indirect, must be 
uniform throughout the United States; if direct, 
they must be apportioned according to represen- 
tation. No tax can be laid on exports. Why 
these guards where property was to be taken, and 
none where the owners of the property were to 
be taken? From the mere neglect of attempting 
in some way to limit the power, it may be strong- 
ly inferred that it was not intended to be granted. 

Were the Government at liberty to raise armies, 
by forcibly taking men at its discretion, it might, 
by a similar construction of the Constitution, sup- 
port them, by taking property in like manner. The 
armies, when raised, might live at free quarters, 
on the people. In a similar way, a navy might 
be provided, by seizing the ships of individuals. 
The right in both cases is the same; the injury 
and distress in taking property the least. 

Has the Government a similar power to im- 
press men forthe Navy? Theterms in the Com 
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stitution “ to provide and maintain a Navy” are, 
at least, as proper for this construction, as those 
applied to the Army. The convenience and ne- 
cessity in this instance, stronger than in the other. 
The British Government, before the Revolution, 
did attempt to exercise in this country the sup- 
posed right of impressment for the Navy, which 
it never did for the Army. Stronger reasons 
might be adduced for this method of manning 
the Navy, than for filling the Army. Yet the 
Government, in their instructions to our Envoys 
for treating of peace with Great Britain, say “im- 
ressment is not an American practice, but is ut- 
terly repuggant to our Constitution and laws.” 
The honorable Secretary, when he draughted those 
instructions, knew not how soon he should be di- 
rected to contend for the contrary doctrine. 
The power in question is inconsistent with cer- | 
tain well-known rights of the States recognised | 
by the Constitution. Such a construction of a | 
power granted to the General Government as de- 
stroys rights reserved to the States by the Con- | 
stitution cannot be admitted. Because it can 
never be presumed that rights were intended to 
be surrendered, which are aaprees reserved or 
recognised as existing in the States. The same 


pees applies to all rights acknowledged to | 


long to the States, whether recognised by the | 
The Constitution declares | ernment. 


Constitution or not. 


“the powers not delegated to the United States | 


‘ by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
‘ States, are reserved to the States respectively or 
‘ to the people.” 

The States still retaining the principal power 
over the militia, as has been shown, the power 
given this Government to raise armies must not 
be so construed as will destroy that power of the 
States. The power claimed is to take by force, 
for the regular Army, all persons capable of bear- 
ing arms, including the whole militia of the 
States. This surely annihilates all State power 
over their militia. The whole or any part may, 
at the pleasure of this Government, be converted 
intoa regular army, and the provision of the Con- 
stitution in this particular, together with the rights 
of the States, be destroyed. 

The right of the States, in time of war, to 
maintain regular troops, is recognised by the 
Constitution. Abandoned by the United States, 
it is well known that several of the States at the 
present time, keep considerable bodies of troops 
for their necessary defence. All these come with- 
in the onnneere of persons claimed by this Gov- 
ernment, and may be thus immediately transfer- 
red to the Army of the United States. Wretched 
would be the condition of such States, if this Gov- 
ernment possessed the power contended for. Un- 
protected by the General Government, and de- 
prived not only of their militia, but of the troops 
raised at their own expense, their sole remaining 
resource would be an application to the mercy of 
the enemy. It is impossible that these rights, thus 
secured to the States by the Constitution itself, 
should be destroyed by a power granted by the 
same instrument to the United States. The power 
of the United States to raise armies, if restricted 





to voluntary enlistment, is consistent with the 
rights and safety of the States. Any other con- 
struction presents conflicting rights which cannot 
be reconciled. 

It has been contended that every well consti- 
tuted Government has a right to the personal ser- 
vices of its citizens or subjects, which it may en- 
force by compelling as many as its occasions 
require to become soldiers ; and that the Govern- 
meat of the United States, in common with oth- 
ers, may have this power without any special 
grant in the Constitution. It is unnecessary to 
examine the general position, though it is believed 
it would by no means be found so universal as 
stated. This Government has no powers except 
what are delegated. To this particular, the arti- 
cle of the Constitution which has been recited is 
express. All powers not delegated, are reserved 
to the States or people. If, therefore, this power 
exists in our country, it rests in the State Gov- 
ernments, and not in that of the United States. 
Without resorting to this principle of inherent 
power, most of the State Governments possess 
very ample authority to call for the military ser- 
vices of their citizens, in the provisions of their 
respective constitutions. Hence might be drawn 
an additional argument, were it necessary, against 
the present claim of power in the General Gov- 


The Secretary of War admits, that the men 
cannot be taken from the militia as militiamen, 
by reason of the Constitutional restriction, but 
he says the same individuals may well be taken, 
in their capacity of citizens. This argument the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia has not seen 
fitto adopt. With all proper deference for the 
| respectable authority whence it originates, I must 
confess my inability to comprehead its force. It 
would seem, that an individual, to be secure in 
his personal liberty, must produce a Constitu- 
tional protection for himself in each of his various 
capacities or relations in society. Will it afford 
much consolation to the miserable recruit, when 
driven in chains to the Army, to be told that he 
is taken, in his capacity as a citizen, and not as a 
militiaman? A prddent Government, at least, 
would be cautious not to insult the understand- 
ing of the nation, when attempting to outrage its 
rights. 

To that part of the Secretary’s plana, which re- 
commends a tax to be levied on all property with- 
in the precinct of the class, in order to raise the 
bounty for the recruits, objections oceur which, 
in ordinary times, would seem insurmountable. 
The provision of the Constitution that direct taxes 
(of which sort that on land is) shall be apportioned 
among the States, according to representation, is 
wholly disregarded. This tax is to be apportioned 
according to the free male population, between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five years. This 
relieves the slaveholding States from the inereas- 
ed tax which they are bound by the Constitution 
to pay, for their increased representation on ac- 
count of their slaves. The difference between 
the sums to be paid by Virginia and Massachu- 
setts, according to the proposed plan, and the 
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Constitutional apportionment, exceeds four hun- 
dred thousand dollars. This is a violation of the 
Constitution too plain and obvious to require any 
reasoning to demonstrate. It is, however, in my 
opinion of less importance than the other which 
affects the rights of personal liberty, as this does 
the rights of property. Reduce the people to 
slavery, and you may take their property when 
and as _ please. 

The honorable Secretary says, in relation to 
this part of his plan, “should it appear that this 
‘ mode of raising recruits was justly objectiona- 
‘ ble, op account of the tax on property, from the 
‘ difficulties which may be apprehended in the 
‘execution, or from other causes, it may be ad- 
‘ visable to decline the tax.” But why is a pro- 
ject, directly and plainly violating the Constitu- 
tion, brought forward at ail? Is it to try the 
temper of the Legislature and of the people, and 
to lessen the horror at first excited by such at- 
tempts by rendering them familiar? In my opin- 
ion this system of military conscription, thus re- 
commended by the Secretary of War, is not only 
inconsistent with the provisions and spirit of the 
Constitution, but also with all the principles of 
civil liberty. In atrocity it exceeds that adopted 
by the late Emperor of France, for the subjuga- 
tion of Europe, which, after drenching a great 
portion of that Continent with blood, was de- 
stroyed by the most powerful confederacy of na- 
tions the world ever knew. He allowed exemp- 
tions to fathers of families, and those in certain 
professions and official stations. But the proposed 
system exempts none, except the President of the 
United States, and the Governors of States. All 
within the prescribed ages, whatever may be their 
pursuits or condition of life, must submit to the 
iron yoke ; priests must be taken from the altar, 
and judges from the bench. The highest officers, 
both civil and military, must be ignominiously 
forced into the ranks of the Army. The semina- 
ries of learning are to be robbed of their profes- 
sors and scholars. Neither literature nor science, 
except what is subservient to the ae art, will 
be held in estimation. The country will become 
military, and be involved in perpetual wars, often 
waged to gratify the ambition of rulers. History 
evinces that wars of ambition are not less the pests 
of republics than of monarchies. 

Such a measure cannot, it ought not to be snb- 
mitted to. If it couldin no other way be averted, 
I not only believe but I hope, it would be resisted. 
The most odious and cruel slavery would be the 
inevitable consequence of submission. 

On a former day, when this measure recom- 
mended by the Secretary of War, was mentioned 
by an honorable member, who in his place ex- 
pressed his approbation (except so far as relates 
to the bounty tax) in terms not doubtful, I did 
not hesitate to give it my most decided disappro- 
bation. I then called it weak, violent, and wick- 
ed. On more reflection, I see no reason to alter 
my opinion of its character. It is weak, for it is 
ill calculated to effect its object ; violent, for it 
attempts to use force, without right ; and wicked, 
for, if successful, it will destroy the Constitution 
and liberties of the country. 
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The honorable gentleman (Mr. Gites) has been 
pleased to understand those epithets as being ap. 
plied to the Administration themselves; and to 
express his regret that they had been used. He 
seems to admit, however, the truth and justice of 
the two first, and denies only the last. He be- 
lieves the Administration, though weak and vio- 
lent, are honest and patriotic. I shall spare my- 
self the labor of discussing that point. It is 
difficult to ascertain with certainty the motives 
of statesmen, and it matters little to the country, 
whether its rights and liberties are lost through 
the weakness, or wickedness, of its rulers. Public 

;men are to be judged by their measures. The 

mere attempt to carry a measure, involving such 

principles, is just cause of alarm. The people 
can never feel safe while they know the Govern- 
ment claims such a power, which may gradually, 
| as opportunity shall favor, be brought into exer- 
cise. The present bill adopts it, in a small de- 
gree; another reported by the same committee, 
authorizing forcible draughts from the militia, to 
serve for the term of two years, goes much fur- 
ther, with the same principle. In the mean time, 
among men of desperate fortunes and unprinci- 
pled ambition, the doctrine will gain friends. 
Honest intention and well-meaning weakness give 
no security, but increase the danger. They pre- 
vent alarm, and when men of such a character 
shall have prepared the system for operation, oth- 
ers of more talents and different character will 
drive them from their seats, and grasp the des- 
potic power so unsuitable for weak hands. If this 
proposal of the Executive, though at present, it 
should not be adopted by the Legislature in all its 
most odious features, should still be treated with 
good natured civility, it will hereafter, at some 
unpropitious moment, be again urged. and per- 
haps with fatal success. Theattempt merits from 
the nation, deep and full toned expressions of in- 
dignation. 

| “After laboring to establish the right of the Gov- 
ernment to exercise the dangerous power men- 
tioned, the honorable gentleman (Mr. Gigs) has 
attempted to show that the present bill does not 

| necessarily involve that power. It is certain the 
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bill does not follow the plan of the Secretary of 


War in its details, but I much doubt whether the 
provision authorizing the enlistment of minors 
| without the consent of their parents, guardians, 
or masters, can be justified, without asserting the 
right to take the citizens for the Army by force. 
If the Government has not the right of taking 
persons for the Army by force, they must obtain 
them by voluntary enlistment. That is, they 
must contract with individuals to become soldiers 
of the regular Army, and to subject themselves 
to the duties of thatcondition, All personscom- 
petent to contract for themselves, may thus enlist 
intothe Army. None who, for any reason what- 
ever, are incompetent to contract for themselves, 
can enlist without the consent of those who have 
a legal right to control them and contract for 
them. As the very essence of a contract is the 
voluntary assent of the minds of the parties, it is 
sufficiently obvious that all are incompetent to 
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make contracts, who are incapable for want of 
understanding to give such assent. Thus idiots 
and insane persons, and children in early child- 
hood, being unable to understand the subject-mat- 
ter and give their assent, are clearly incompetent 
to make contracts. No legislative power can re- 
move the disability. You may, by a legislative 
act, dispose of their persons and property, but it 
cannot be said to be done by their consent. 

In every civilized country a certain age has 
been fixed on, as to the period when the disability 
of youth shall cease. For plain reasons this pe- 
riod must be uniform, and applied toall. It would 
be impossible to inquire into the degree of capaci- 
ty of each individual. The feudal system, which 
once prevailed in most of the States of Europe, 
fixed this period at the age of twenty-one years. 
What would seem to render this regulation pe- 
culiarly apposite to the present purpose, that sys- 
tem, established by warriors, chiefly with a view 
to military strength, fixed on this age as a time 
when a man was supposed to be fit to bear arms, 
and render the military services by which his 
lands were held. This rule of the feudal was 
adopted by the common law, and universally pre- 
vails where that law is followed. In each of the 
United States there is, and it is believed always 
has been, an entire uniformity on this subject. 
The disability of minority continues till the age 
of twenty-one years. Noone rule of the com- 
mon law is more universally known. It is one 
of the firsta child learns. Till the age of twen- 
ty-one the parent has a power over the child, for 
government and education, and has a right to his 
services, Founded on this acknowledged rule of 
the common law, in most of the States, statutes 
from early times have been enacted, regulating 
the subject of binding to apprenticeship, and also 
of guardianship, in case of the parent’s death. 
All these, either directly or by necessary infer- 
ence, recognise the disability of the minor to con- 
tract for himself, and the right of the parent or 
guardian. Under the existence of these laws, 
thus universally known, the people of the United 
States, by the Constitution, gave to this Govera- 
ment the right to raise armies by voluntary en- 
listment. With whom may the Government, by 
virtue of the authority thus granted, make this 
contract? Surely, with such only as have a ca- 
pacity to contract. The power cannot extend to 
enlisting minors under the age of twenty-one 
years, except with the consent of their parents 
or guardians; because in that way only can valid 
contracts affecting such persons be made. If the 
power of enlisting be not limited to that age, no- 
thing would prevent Government from taking 
from their parents children of more tender years, 
if idly consenting, and placing them in military 
schools till prepared for the Army. Would it be 
contended that Government has power to do this ? 
If not, to what age are they restricted? Of ne- 
cessity, there must be a general rule as to the age 
of disability of minors, it being impossible to in- 
vestigate and determine the capacity of each 
individual. 

The enlisting of minors bound to apprentice- 
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ship wholly destroys the rights of masters to the 
services of theirapprentices. The power of this 
Government to destroy a right so secured by a 
legal contract has been questioned. The Conti- 
nental Congress, in the year 1776, though sorely 
pressed by the war they were then engaged in, 
and in great want of recruits for their Army, 
were so deeply impressed with the illegality and 
injustice of such a practice, that they ordered all 
apprentices enlisted without the consent of their 
masters to be immediately discharged. The Con- 
gress was too wise to attempt to maintain their 
cause by violence and injustice. By a statute of 
the United States of the 16th of March, 1802, the 
enlisting of minors without the consent of their 
parents, guardians, or masters, is expressly pro- 
hibited, under a heavy penalty. Before that time, 
though not expressly prohibited by any statute, 
the instructions to recruiting officers directed 
them not to enlist minors, without such consent ; 
and whenever it was improperly done, they could 
obtain discharges by applying to the courts of 
law. When an attempt was made at the com- 
mencement of the present war to authorize such 
enlistments, it was rejected by the Legislature. 

Certain sections of a British statute of March, 

1812, have been read by the honorable gentleman, 
(Mr. Gites) for the purpose of showing that the 
British Government enlists minors into its army 
without the consent of their parents or guardians. 
By that statute, it appears that apprentices, bound 
by legal indentures, when enlisted without the 
consent of their masters, are on their request to 
be discharged. Hence it is inferred that minors, 
other than apprentices, though enlisted without 
the consent of their parents or guardians, would 
not be discharged. If so, it can avail nothing, 
unless it be shown that our Government possesses 
a power over its citizens equal to that of the Brit- 
ish Government. As well may we justify the 
exercise of any other arbitrary power, by show- 
ing that the British Government exercises the 
same. It is apparent that that Government re- 
spects the contracts of apprenticeship, which by 
this bill are to be violated. The British statute 
provides that if any person shall, within four days 
after enlisting, declare before a magistrate that he 
enlisted hastily and incautiously, he shall, on re- 
funding the money received as bounty, be dis- 
charged. Itis to be regretted, that the honorable 
gentleman who produced this statute of a foreign 
Government as an example for imitation, had 
not introduced into this bill that humane provi- 
sion, so well calculated to guard the unwary 
against the improper arts and enticements too 
often practised by recruiting officers. The better 
opinion seems to be, that this Government has 
not aright to enlist minors without the consent 
of their parents or guardians, and it is probable, 
if such enlistments are directed, the courts of 
law will, on application, be obliged to discharge 
the persons so enlisted. 

But, sir, were it certain this Government had 
the right of enlisting into the Army improvident 
youth, without the consent of those to whom the 
policy of the law has intrusted the care and con- 
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trol of them, it would be highly inexpedient to 
resort to such a measure. It is forbidden by all 
the considerations which have subjected the im- 
providence of youth to the guide and direction 
of age and experience. If minors are wanted for 
the Army, why not address yourself to their pa- 
rentsand guardians? They surely can best judge 
whether it is suitable and proper for their children 
and wards to enlist. If there should be no rea- 
sonable objections, it must be presumed, they 
would consent. You will, then, without consent, 
obtain those only whom you ought not to obtain. 
It is to be hoped the number will not be great. 
This measure will tend to weaken the sacred re- 
lation between parents and children, and to lessen 
the power for the discipline and education of 
youth, the best and safest foundation of all Gov- 
ernments. It isa direct invitation for rebellion 
against parental authority. 

Our infant manufactures, still requiring the 
fostering aid of Government, and which, in the 
Northern and Eastern States, are in a considera- 
ble degree carried on by the labor of apprentices, 
will be greatly injured. Without instructing 
children in manufactures, a sufficient supply of 
laborers can never be expected. The labor ofa 
. skilful mechanic in the line of his business is 
more important to the community than his serv- 
ices can be in the Army. 

All these objects will be injured in proportion 
as this attempt is attended with success. And 
after all the exertions which can be made, it is 
not probable any great number of recruits can, 
in this way, be provided. Can a wise Govern- 
ment hazard such valuable interests for the sake 
of a miserable project of enlisting unwary youth 
into the Army ? 

The circumstances of the country being such 
as to render a standing army of considerable mag- 
nitude necessary, I do not wish to excite any 
unreasonable jealousy against such an establish- 
ment. The plan of the Secretary of War con- 
templates an army of more than one hundred 
and forty thousand men, at the disposal of Gov- 
ernment. It may be worthy of consideration 
whether such an army, in certain events, which 
may occur, instead of defending, may not endan- 
ger the liberties of the country. On one occasion, 
at least, it required all the influence and address 
of their great and good commander to restrain, 
within the bounds of their duty, the army of the 
Revolution; than which there is no reason to hope 
the present will be more patriotic. Surely, it is 
not to be desired that an unusual proportion of 
young men, of such early years as not to have 
become acquainted with the relations and duties 
of civil life, should be drawn into the Army. 
Persons educated from childhood in a camp be- 
come soldiers of fortune, indifferent in what cause 
they employ their arms. From a numerous and 
veteran army danger is mostly to be apprehended, 
when the civil power rests in feeble hands. 

The honorable gentleman (Mr. Gives) has re- 
lated, that Oliver Cromwell, in the war between 
the King and Parliament of England, defeated 
the royalists at the battle of Naseby, by means of 
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a regiment of London apprentices. Has the hon- 
orable gentleman forgotten the artful address, 
used by that hypocritical tyrant, to entice into 
his army the youth of the country; and then to 
insinuate himself, by all methods ia his power, 
into their confidence and affections? The same 
troops who put down the royal power accom- 
panied their ambitious leader to the House of 
Parliament, and drove from their seats the very 
men who had raised him to power. They ena- 
bled Cromwell to establish a tyranny so odious 
and oppressive, that the English nation to avoid 
it, in a short time, surrendered themselves at dis- 
cretion to the most unprincipled and profligate 
monarch that ever sat on their throne, and under 
him patiently bore injuries more grievous than 
those for which they had brought his father to 
the block. The people of this country are not 
more strongly attached to liberty than the En- 
glish were at the time of Cromwell: The army 
now recommended will be in number three-fold 
what he ever possessed. We also may hereafter 
find a Cromwell in some military demagogue 
who is now flattering the people with professions 
of affection and devotion to their cause. 

After painting, in strong colors, the distress 
and danger of the nation, the honorable gentle- 
man has said that strong and energetic measures 
are necessary to preserve it from ruin; and that 
light objections ought not to be made. It seems 
to be supposed that those who shall oppose meas- 
ures, declared to be brought forward for that pur- 
pose, will have the appearance of opposing the 
necessary defence of the country. But, however 
unpopular that course may be, it is surely our 
duty to examine the character and tendency of a 
measure before we assent to it. In my opinion, 
what have been called the strong and energetic 
measures of the Government, have caused our 
present distress, and nothing but a change can 
give relief. The various acts composing the sys- 
tem of commercial restrictions, and also the de- 
claration of war, were, in their respective periods. 
demoninated strong and energetic measures. All 
objections against them were deemed light and 
trivial. Is there an honest man in the nation 
who does not now lament that those objections 
were not heard with proper attention? All the 
disastrous consequences which have ensued were 
then foretold. What was then prophecy is now 
history. To the ill-judged measures of Govern- 
ment may be traced all our misfortunes. They 
arose from a war unnecessarily waged, and badly 
conducted; and have been increased by a profuse 
waste of the treasure, and by a destruction of the 
credit of the nation. Whether the war was de- 
clared through an erroneous estimation of injuries, 
suffered from a foreign nation, or for the purpose 
of gratifying a lust for power and patronage, 
makes little difference to the country. The Ad- 
ministration and their friends are united in opin- 
ion that the terms of peace which they have 
offered to the enemy, provide sufficiently for both 
the honor and safety of the country. By these 
terms the pretended causes of the war are aban- 
doned. If, then, without obtaining satisfaction 
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for the past, or security for the future, we can 
honorably and safely return to a state of peace, 
we surely might, with equal honor and safety, 
have remained in that condition. Whatever, 
therefore, were the injuries suffered from Great 
Britain, (and I have never deemed them incon- 
siderable,) it was unnecessary and unwise to de- 
clare war. Should a nation, extensively con- 
nected in intercourse with others, make every 
injury sustained a cause of war, it would never 
be at peace. The inquiry ought to have been, 
whether the injuries were of such a nature as 
could not, without loss of honor, be borne, and 
whether we had the means of obtaining redress 
by war. The Government has shown no more 
wisdom or prudence in conducting the war, than 
in declaring it. In modern times, the strength 
of a nation tor carrying on war essentially con- 
sists in its revenue. An empty treasury, the con- 
sequence of waste and mismanagement, and the 
total loss of public credit are the immediate 
causes of the present distress. When the Gov- 
ernment passed into the hands of the party now 
in power, the nation enjoyed peace and prosper- 
ity, an extensive commerce, and ample revenues. 
*After having procured the repeal of the former 
internal taxes, so abundant was the income from 
commerce alone, that in his last annual Message 
to Congress Mr. Jefferson gravely recommended 
to their consideration the obtaining, by amend- 
ments of the Constitution, more enlarged powers 
and other objects, to enable the Government to 
expend the surplus ofthe revenue. All the causes, 
as far as they depended on foreign nations, which 
have led to our present condition then existed. 
At the commencement of the war the Adminis- 
tration proposed their plans of increased revenue 
to meet the increased expenditures. Their sys- 
tem was adopted by the Legislature in its full ex- 
tent. Thus far, everything demanded has been 
granted. What, then, but gross mismanagement 
and waste can have produced the present deplor- 
able condition of the finances? In the war of 
the Revolution, without the power of levying 
taxes, or in any Way commanding the resources 
of the nation, the Government was able to obtain 
loans in foreign countries. Now, though possess- 
ing all the resources necessary for sustaining 
credit, Government can obtain loans neither at 
home nor abroad. Economy and good manage- 
ment then gained and established that confidence 
which waste and profusion have now destroyed. 
The debt already contracted in this war wili be 
found to be double in amount to the whole debt 
of the United States at the end of the Revolu- 
tionary war. Instances of the grossest profusion 
are constantly occurring in every department. 
The cannon designed for the two seventy-four 
gun ships, and which have been for a long time 
wanted, are yet to be transported by land from 
Washington, more than five hundred miles. The 
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cast in New England; but now, though proposed 
on the most favorable terms, the Government 
will not permit a gun to be made for their use in 
that section of the Union. Peculation and pro- 
fusion almost universally prevail, to such an ex- 
tent as could not be borne by any nation. Ifa 
remedy be not soon applied, the resources of the 
country will be entirely exhausted. Without 
means of subsistence, armies are worse than use- 
less; they become dangerous. 

The military force of the country has been no 
better employed than its pecuniary means. 

The gallantry and good conduct of the Navy, 
and, ia several instances, also of the Army, have 
merited and received the warmest approbation of 
the nation. Of this, however, the Executive 
Government is entitled tonoshare. In awarding 
the meed of praise for the important victories in 
the naval battles on the Lakes, Erie and Cham- 
plain, truth compelled you to declare, that they 
were, in both instances, gained over a superior 
hostile force. The Government merits censure, 
instead of praise, for exposing to such imminent 
hazard the great interest staked on the issue of 
those battles. On Lake Ontario, also, the enemy 
has been permitted to gain a decided superiority 
of force. The fleet, built and equipped there at 
great expense, has become useless. Instead of 
protecting our own shores from the attacks of the 
enemy, a large land force is now employed in 
defending the fleet from threatened destruction. 
The ships of war on the waters of the Atlantic 
are mostly laid up in the various harbors, and de- 
fended by bodies of militia at enormous expense. 
Ample appropriations were last year made, not 
only for all the vessels then in commission, but 
also for putting into service two new seventy- 
four gun ships and three frigates. These appro- 
priations have been disregarded. The naval ser- 
vice on the Atlantic, and also the defence of the 
seaboard seem to be abandoned. The enemy has 
occupied more than a hundred miles of the east- 
ern seacoast of the State of Massachusetts, in- 
cluding one of the best harbors and naval stations 
in the United States, all which was defended by 
less than one hundred troops. Of so little im- 
portance has this appeared to the Government, 
that the President, whose duty it is to lay before 
the Legislature information of the state of the 
Union, omitted even to mention it in his Message 
at the opening of the session. Not a movement 
has been made to regain that valuable territory ; 
but the enemy is left to fortify and secure it at 

his leisure. 

The military force, instead of defending the 
country, has been employed in the idle and fruit- 
less attempt to conquer the provinces of Canada. 
With their whole power bent to that object, dur- 
ing three campaigns, the Government have lost 
their two principal fortresses, Niagara and Mi- 
chilimackinac, and gained nothing. Still, this 


mere expense of transportation far exceeds the | wild project is to be pursued. The Secretary of 
sum for which they might be made in the vicin- | War, in his report, annouuces the intention of 
ity and delivered at the places where wanted. In| the Administration, with a hundred thousand 
the war of the Revolution, and also in that of regular troops, “to touch the feelings and excite 
1798 with France, cannon in abundance were | the apprehensions of the British Government by 
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pushing the war into Canada.” These are bold | Frivay, November 18. 


counsels for men who lately, without drawing a! Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
sword, fled in dismay and disgrace from their | referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
own capitol, before a handful of the enemy. | Commissioner of the Revenue to cause a clerk in 
They now, in pompous language, promise forth- | },js office to aid him in signing licenses ;” reported 
with to overrun two provinces, and then ascend } jr with amendments, which were considered as in 
the plains of Abraham, and storm the strongest | Committee of the Whole, and agreed to; and the 
fortress on our continent. Rashness in counsel,| Presipent reported the bill to the House amend- 
and imbecility in execution do not constitute | ed accordingly. 
strong claims to confidence. Can the nation’ Qn the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
longer repose confidence in such counsels? Isit) grossed and the bill read a third time, as amend- 
wise and safe to expend our utmost resources in | ed? jt was determined in the affirmative. 
weak and extravagant projects, in which pastex-' The resolution for furnishing the American 
ce destroys even the hope of future success? | Antiquarian Suciety with a copy of the Journals 
he conquest of Canada should in my opinion | of Congress, and of the documents published un- 
never have been undertaken ; and the idle attempt | der their order, was read the second time. 


ought immediately to be abandoned. Already,; ‘The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
too much blood and treasure have been wasted | Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 


in the pursuit of an object, which, were it desira-| the President of the United States to call upon 
ble, cannot be attained. Without a naval force, | the several States and Territories thereof for 
to command the mouth of the St. Lawrence and | (hejr respective quotas of —— thousand militia 


prevent the arrival of troops and supplies, as they | for the defence of the frontiers of the United 
may be wanted, Canada cannot be conquered. | States, asamended; and the bill having been fur- 


By means of such force, the British succeeded in | i her amended, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 
wresting those provinces from France; and for 


want of it, we failed in our attempt, in the war 
of the Revolution, when the regular troops there Sarurpay, November 19. 
were few, and the inhabitants almost universally The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
inclined to favor us. For the prosecution of this | Whole, the consideration of the resolution for 
fruitless object, I will give no aid. furnishing the American Antiquarian Society 

For the necessary and proper defence of the | with a copy of the Journals of Congress, and of 
country, neither men nor pecuniary means are, | the documents published under their order; and, 
in my opinion, to be withheld. Even to the pres-| no amendment having been proposed, it passed 
ent Administration, so long as they continue to | to the third reading. 
be clothed with Constitutional authority, and| The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
shall not have given the most unequivocal and | to authorize the Commissioner of the Revenue 
decisive evidence of having abandoned that de- | to cause a clerk in his office to aid him in signing 
fence, I will, for that purpose, and restricted to | licenses,” having been reported correct, the bill 
that object, grant all that could be necessary | was read a third time as amended, and passed 
under a wise and prudent Administration. Such | with amendments; and, on motion, the title was 
grants, however, must be within the limits, and | amended to read as follows: “An act authorizing 
in all respects according to the provisions of the | the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint a clerk 
Constitution. Beyond those limits, under no| in the office of the Commissioner of the Rev- 

ressure of circumstances, will I consent to go. | enue, with power to sign licenses.” 

hould the national defence be abandoned by the} Mr. Horsey submitted the following motions 
General Government, I trust the people, if still | for consideration : 


retaining a good portion of their resources, may Resolved, That the President of the United States 
rally under their State Governments against for-| pe requested to cause to be laid before the Senate a 
eign invasion, and rely with confidence on their | statement of the amount of expenditures on account 
own courage and virtue. of the national armories, and the number of arms 
made and repaired at each of the said armories since 
the 2d day of April, 1794. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate a 
statement of the number of arms and equipments pur- 
chased or manufactured by or on account of the Uni- 
ted States; as, also, of the number transmitted to 
each State and Territory, in virtue of the act of 23d 
April, 1808, for arming the whole body of the militia ; 
together with a statement of the expenditures on ac- 
count of the said arms and equipments. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate a 
statement, exhibiting the whole number of arms be- 
longing to the United States, distinguishing what are 
fit from what are unfit for immediate use; as, also, 
showing the number distributed for the use of the 














Tuursvay, November 17. 


The resolution brought up yesterday for con- 
currence was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof for their 
respective quotas of —— thousand militia, for the 
defence of the frontiers of the United States; 
and sundry amendments having been agreed to, 
on motion, by Mr. Gites, the bill, as amended, 
was ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 
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armies or militia in the service of the United States, 
and the number loaned or sold to the States and Ter- 
ritories respectively. 

MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof for their 
respective quotas of thousand militia, for 
the defence of the frontiers of the United States. 

On motion, by Mr. ANpeRSON, to strike out the 
seventh section of the bill, as follows: 

Sxc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the militia, 
while employed in the service of the United States in 
virtue of this act, shall not be compelled to serve be- 
yond the limits of the United States, nor beyond the 
limits of the State or Territory furnishing the same, 
and the limits of an adjoining State or Territory; ex- 
cept that the militia from Kentucky and Tennessee 
may be required to serve in the defence und for the 
protection of Louisiana.” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 6, 
nays 25, as follows: 

Yxsuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bledsoe, Dana, Hunter, 
Varnum, and Walker. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Brown, Chace, Condit, 
Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, King, Lacock, Lambert, Mor- 
row, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Taylor, Thompson, 
Turner, Wharton, and Worthington. 


On motion, by Mr. Goipssorovas, to strike 
out the ninth section of the bill, as follows: 

“Src. 9. And be ii further enacted, That, after the 
classification of the militia as aforesaid, any three 
classes within any State or Territory which shall fur- 
nish, according to law, two effective able-bodied re- 
cruits, to serve in the Army of the United States, dur- 
ing the war, shall thereafter be exempt from the militia 
service required by this act; and, to aid them in this 
respect, such recruits shall be entitled, respectively, to 
receive the bounty in money and land, according to 
the provisions of the act, entitled ‘An act » which 
is allowed to other recruits respectively, for the Army 
of the United States; and in all cases where recruits 
shall be furnished as aforesaid, the same shall be deliv- 
ered to some recruiting officer in the service of the 
United States, who shall immediately give his receipt 
therefor on account of the classes furnishing them, 
and shall forthwith report the same to the Department 
of War, specifying in such report the names and de- 
scription of such recruits respectively, and the descrip- 
tion of the classes of the militia furnishing the same ; 
whereupon, it shall be the duty of the Secretary for 
the Department of War to grant, without delay, to 
such classes, a certificate of exemption from the militia 
service required by this act; which certificate shall, to 
all intents and purposes, be good and available to them 
for their absolute exemption therefrom.” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 19, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Goldsborough, Gore, 
Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Thompson, 
and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, Chace, 
Condit, Fromentin, German, Giles, Lacock, Morrow, 
Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Walker, Whar- 
ton, and Worthington. 








_ And the President reported the bill to the Sen- 
ate amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Go_pssorovues, to add a 
new section to the bill, as follows: 

“Sxc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
cruits raised by the classes as aforesaid, shall be sub- 
stituted for, and employed in the service intended to 
be performed by, the militiamen contemplated by this 
act to be furnished by the several classes.” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 21, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, Goldsbor- 
ough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, 
and Thompson. 

Nayrs.—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Brown, Chace, Fromentin, Gaillard,, Giles, Laszock, 
Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Varnum, Walker, Wharton, and Worthington. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 





Monpay, November 21. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motions made the 19th instant, by Mr. Horsey, 
which were amended and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a statement of the amount of expendi- 
tures on account of the national armories, and 
the number of arms made and repaired at each of 
the said armories since the 2d day of April 1794. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a statement of the number of arms and 
equipments purchased or manufactured by, or on 
accountof, the United States, in virtue of theact of 
April 23, 1808: as, also, of the number transmitted 
toeach State and Territory, for arming the whole 
body of the militia; together with a statement of 
the expenditures on account of the said arms and 
equipments. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a statement exhibiting the whole number 
of arms belonging to the United States, distin- 
guishing what are fit from what are unfit for im- 
mediate use; as, also, showing the number dis- 
tributed for the use of the armies or militia in the 
service of the United States, other than those dis- 
tributed under the act of 23d April, 1808, and the 
number loaned or sold to the States and Territo- 
ries respectively. 

The bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to call upon the several States and 
Territories thereof for their respective quotas of 
thousand militia for the defence of the fron- 
tiers of the United States, having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, was read 
a third time, and further amended by unanimous 
consent; and the blanks having been filled, on 
the question, Shall this bill pass? on motion, by 
Mr. Brent, it was agreed to take the question by 
yeas and nays. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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Turspay, November 22. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution appointing a committee on their part 
to join such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, to inquire and report whe- 
ther Congress may not be more conveniently ac- 
commodated, either by an alteration of the pres- 
ent chambers, or by procuring other rooms within 
a convenient distance of the public offices; in 
which resolution they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. 


MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed the third reading of the 
bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to call upon the several States and Terri- 
tories thereof for their respective quotas of —— 
thousand militia for the defence of the frontiers 
of the United States. 

Mr. Gore addressed the Chair as follows: 
There is no truth more evident than that the 
general, sovereigo,and uncontrolled power of the 
several States, over the militia, remains with 
them respectively, except in certain specified cases, 
in which the Congress has authority to provide 
for calling out this force, which, while so called 
into the service of the United States is subject to 
your Government, preserving always their offi- 
cers and militia organization, and excluding 
from the command all other officers, except only 
the President of the United States. 

The cases are. when insurrections exist, when 
the laws of the Union cannot be executed by the 
civil powers when an invasion is made. 


“The Congress may provide for calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws, to suppress insurrections, 
to repel invasion.” 


For no other purposes can the United States 
call them forth, in no other service can they re- 
quire their aid. 


“The Congress may provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and disciplining the militia, and for governing 
such part of them as may be in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, reserving to the States respectively the ap- 
pointment of the officers, and the authority of training 
the militia, according to the discipline prescribed by 
Congress.” 


The power of organizing and disciplining the 
militia seems to have been granted for the pur- 
_ of enabling this force to operate efficiently. 

hat, when called to act, the militia of the seve- 
ral States might maneuvre alike, and having the 
same military language and ideas, might under- 
stand and comprehend each other, as well as the 
orders of their superiors, and be usefully combined 
to effect the object proposed. 

That Congress should provide for arming the 
militia was necessary to place them in a condi- 
tion to act as soldiers; for if be not a contradic- 
tion to call militia without arms, soldiers, it is 
assuming very much the ¢tharacter of a petty 
German potentate, ambitious of military fame, 
who procured a large number of wax figures in 
warlike attitude and habiliment, which he called 


Militia of the United States. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 96 


Novemeer, 1814. 


eee 





his army, and then fancied himself equal to his 
more wealthy neighbors, who, at great expense, 
supported a large body of soldiers of flesh and 
blood, well armed and accoutred. We are told 
by well informed Senators on this floor, that the 
United States are unable, that the States respec- 
tively are unable, that the individuals themselves 
are unable, to arm the militia. 

I truly hepe, sir, that this picture of the de- 
plorable condition of our country is founded in 
error. If it be not, it is a very important addi- 
tion to that mass of evidence which is daily 
crowding on our minds, of the fatal improvidence 
of engaging in this destructive war. 

If it be not in the power of the nation, nor of 
the several States, nor of the individuals, to pro. 
vide arms for eighty thousand militia, why call 
them forth to eat the bread of idleness, and pro- 
vide the certain means of victory to our foe, and 
defeat to ourselves ? Why continue to propagate 
delusion ? Why this empty boast of taking Can- 
ada, of expelling the British from every foot of 
the Continent, and dictating the conditions of 
peace to the Court of London ? 

Believe me, sir, rather believe the accounts, 
which are pouring into this desolated capital by 
every mail, from every quarter and corner of the 
country, that blind confidence, which, trusting to 
proclamations and the extravagant vaunts of ig- 
norance and indolence, has delivered this gene- 
rous people a prey to the weakest of men, and 
the worst of passions, is fast dissipating, and will 
soon cease to hide from them the dreadful abyss 
into which they have been plunged, and the enor- 
mity of those delinquencies which have impov- 
erished, dishonored, and degraded them. 

Whether it be true or not, that the people are 
capable of arming themselves, or the States of 
providing the arms, there is no good reason for 
receiving men who come without arms and equip- 
ments, and thus filling your muster rolls with 
such beings, as, in no sense of the word, can be 
considered soldiers, but mere cormorants, to de- 
vour the remnant of sustenance, which can yet 
be wrung from this industrious nation, whom 
presumptuous folly has rendered bankrupt. 

We too well know the fact, that great, ric). 
and powerful States issue forth unarmed legions. 
and boast of having complied with requisitions 
for soldiers to fight the battles of their country. 

We are told that the Executive provides such 
men with arms and equipments. Where the 
authority is to be found for thus favoring any 
State Iam yet tolearn. If allowed to some, and 
not to all, it is unequal, and therefore unjust. 

Further, sir, some years since a law was enacted. 
appropriating an annual sum of money for the 
urchase of arms to be distributed among the 

tates. To certain favored States arms were 
supplied, to others none. The neglected States 
have lately received a small part of their propor- 
tion. Whence was derived the authority thus to 
discriminate, to favor some States, and neglect 
others, is unknown to me. Sure I am it is con- 
sistent neither with policy nor justice. 

It is, however, of the same character with that 
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a 
justice, or rather injustice, which furnishes arms 
and equipments, rations and wages, to the un- 
armed soldiers of some of the States, while it re- 
fuses provisions and payment to soldiers, well 
armed and equipped, who are called forth to de- 
fend others, and afford that protection which the 
United States had expressly guarantied to them, 
but have totally neglected. An attempt is made 
to justify this refusal, on pretensions the most 
unfounded and illegitimate, on pretensions set up 
in violation of that principle in the Constitution 
which insures to the respective States the ap- 
pointment of the officers of the militia. 

I have said that the authority of the United 
States to govern the militia exists only when the 
militia is in their service. 

The United States cannot govern the militia, 
cannot train them, until in their service, and even 
then the States, respectively, have the exclusive 
power of appointing their officers. The Consti- 
tution makes but one exception to this exclusive 

wer, that is in favor of the President of the 
United States, who is declared to be Commander- 
in-Chief of the militia, when in the actual service 
of the United States. There is not a tittle of au- 
thority for any other officer of the United States 
to assume the command of the militia. Thus 
sacredly is the right of the several States to their 
militia guarded and secured. There is no power 
of the individual States, so positively and emphat- 
ically reserved. The other powers of the several 
States depend on the principle, that what is not 
granted is retained, confirmed by an express stip- 
ulation, that the powers not delegated to the 
United States, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people ; but this authority of the respective States 
over their militia, recognised in the Constitution 
as “necessary to the security of a free State,” over 
and above the force attached to it by this sound 
principle, is guarantied and hedged about by all 
the securities and guards that language could pre- 
scribe; and if it can be invaded, and by the hon- 
orable members of this Senate, the Constitutional 
guardians of the rights and sovereignties of the 
States, there is an end of all security from Con- 
stitutions on paper, and we may resign ourselves 
to the contempt and ridicule of the weakest as 
well as the wisest of men. 

All the other offspring of their sovereignty they 
had resigned, and have already attended them to 
that grave which has swallowed up much of the 
honor, most of the property, and all the public 
credit of the nation. This the States would not 
surrender, but in great emergency, and for very 
limited ae always keeping them within their 
own sight, under their immediate and vigilant 
inspection, and under the peculiar care of officers 
in whom they had a special confidence, and who 
could look to them alone for patronage and sup- 
port, that the affections of the men might not be 
alienated from their parent State. On this force 
do the States depend for protection and support, 
in every peril that can be imagined from domes- 
tie violence or foreign invasion, and in that dread- 
ed event, which God grant may never happen, of 
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the powers which they had surrendered being 
turned ‘to the destruction of their own liberties. 

Every one, sir, who will attentively examine 
and consider the language of the Constitution ; 
who will bring to his mind, either by recollection 
or reading, what passed in the several States when 
this instrument was presented to them for accept- 
ance, will be satisfied that [ have not miscon- 
ceived nor misconstrued the views of those who 
framed, or of those who ratified, this grant of 
power to the United States. 

As there is no pretence that insurrections exist, 
or that the laws cannot be executed, and there is 
reason for expecting invasion, it is presumed that 
the bill is bottomed on that clause of the Consti- 
tution which authorizes Congress to provide for 
calling forth the militia to repel invasion. On 
this ground it is to be inferred, for the bill no- 
where mentions this to be the object of the requi- 
sition which it authorizes the President to make 
for eighty thousand militia, to serve for two years. 
The service to which they are called, according 
to the title, is to protect the frontiers against in- 
vasion. Now, sir, I contend Congress has no 
authority to provide for calling forth the militia, 
to serve for two years, in protection of the fron- 
tiers. 

Congress shall have power to provide for call- 
ing forth the militia to repel invasion. What is 
the intent of the terms of the Constitution which 
grant this power, compared with the other pro- 
visions of the instrument, and the duties of the 
United States? To repel invasion, means to re- 
sist and drive back a sudden and hostile incur- 
sion. On an expected irruption, the militia might 
naturally be presumable to be the only force at 
command; and, from the interests they had at 
stake, might be expected to act with*promptitude 
and vigor. Experience had shown that to such 
service, short in duration, sudden and urgent in 
emergency, they were well adapted; while for 
long campaigns, and extended times of service, 
they were altogether unfit. Unprepared by dis- 
cipline, by regular and constant subordination, to 
support the fatigues and privations of a camp, 
such a force would be most incompetent to dis- 
charge the duties of protracted warfare. The 
militia consists of men of all professions and of 
all conditions. The enterprise of the merchant, 
the useful and indispensable labor of the agricul- 
turist, the steady diligence of the mechanic, are 
all sacrificed by calling them to act the part of 
soldiers, for which most of them are singularly 
disqualified, and all their various branches of pro- 
ductive industry are ruined, to do that badly 
which a small portion of their earnings could 
procure to be well done. The Constitution never 
intended that the militia should prosecute the 
general purposes of war; it did not intend that 
this should be the force relied on for permanent 
defence and protection against invasion; for the 
instrument expressly guaranties to every State, 
that the United States would protect each of them 
against invasion. Such protection could be af- 
forded only by ships of war, and fortresses, well 
armed and manned. This could not be done by 
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the militia of the cia States, over which the 
United States have no control, exceptsa ut 
limited one, and in certain specified cases, whic 
do mot include that of protecting against inva- 
sion, but only that of repelling invasion which 
actually exists. 

The section that insures to each State protec- 
tion against invasion, confirms the meaning I 
have given to the terms repel invasion. 

The United States are bound, not only to pro- 
tect each of the States from invasion, but also to 

rovide for the common defence. This cannot 

done by the militia, but must be by regular 
armies, which they have power to raise for any 
length of time, on whatever conditions they may 
please to prescribe, and under whatever officers 
they may choose to appoint. The militia does 
not belong to the United States; they cannot 
even train them, nor appoint their officers. The 
militia belong to the several States. It is called 
the militia of the several States in the very clause 
of the Constitution which constitutes the Presi- 
dent Commander-in-Chief of this force when in 
the actual service of the United States. 

Nothing could be more strange than to suppose 
that the Constitution imposed a duty of this im- 
portance on one power, and looked to the forces 
of another for its performance, over which forces 
the power on whom this obligation rested had 
not so much control as to appoint their officers, 
or even train them. 

It would be equally strange, and more unjust, 
to presume, after the several States had granted 
to the United States unlimited powers to raise 
armies, and resources competent to meet the ex- 
penses, in return for which the United States 
obliged themselves to provide for the common 
defence, and to protect each State against inva- 
sion, that the United States could rightfully call 
on the several States to make this common de- 
fence, and protect themselves respectively against 
invasion, with the very force which, in terms the 
most unequivocal, they had reserved for their 
own purposes. 

The language of the Constitution never can be 
tortured into such absurd contradictions, nor to 
effect such manifest injustice; yet this bill can 
be supported on no otherconstruction. It author- 
izes a requisition on the several States for their 
militia to defend the frontiers, that is, for the com- 
mon defence, and for the protection of each State 
- against invasion. 
solemnly contracted to perform for those States, 
on whom the call is now made to do it for them- 
selves. 

Further, the bill authorizes the President to 
make this requisition of militia to serve for two 
years. There is not a particle of authority in the 
Constitution to justify a call for their service for 
twoyears. When the object contemplated ia the 
Constitution is attained, the power of the United 
States ceases. Its authority over the militia is 
spent. If you can require them for two, you may 
for ten years, during the war, or for life. 


___ Militia of the United States, 
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States for the militia of the several States. 
Although the men may possibly be suffered to 

repel an invasion, this is nowhere mentioned as 
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any part of their duty, or any portion of the ser. 
vice they are ex prices to perform. They are 
called out general y for the defence of the fron. 
tiers, that is, to protect against invasion, a duty 
specially imposed on the United States, by an 
Sxbeams provision of the Constitution, and one 
very different from that, viz: to repel invasion, 
which the militia is bound to perform at the re- 
quisition of the United States, 

I therefore cannot refrain from pronouucing 
this bill unconstitutional, and in derogation of 
rights positively reserved to the several States. 

The second section provides for classing the 
men, and procuring the number wanted, by con- 
tract or compulsion. 

The United States have no authority to govern 
the militia, or even to train them, until they are 
in their service. This right is reserved to the 
States respectively. By this bill the United States 
undertake to govern the militia previously to their 
being brought into their service, and to direct the 
mode by which they shall be called forth, that is, 
to distribute the whole militia of each State into 
classes, and oblige each class, voluntarily raised 
by their order, to hire a man, or submit to a 
draught. 

This is the first step on the odious ground of 
conscription; a plan, sir, which never will and 
never ought to be submitted to by this country, 
while it retains one idea of civil freedom—a plan, 
sir, which, if attempted, will be resisted by many 
States, and at every hazard. In my judgment, 
sir, it should be resisted by all who have any re- 
gard to public liberty or the rights of the several 
States. 

This provision to class the militia into divisions, 
and take from each an individual by compulsion, 
will appear to be introduced merely for the pur- 
pose of familiarizing this arbitrary and tyrannical 
process to the minds of men, by making the first 
motion, in a manner presumed to be the least dis- 
gusting, under the direction of State officers, and 
only on the militia, for purposes pretendedly le- 
gitimate, as respects that body, and for an object 
the most interesting to them, the defence of their 
own firesides. The people readily discern that 
the next step will be for a conscription, for any 


Duties the United States have | purpose, and by any individual designated by the 


General Government. 
The honey on the edges of the cup will not 


disguise the bitterness of the venomous drug at its 


bottom. The veil, sir, is too thin to conceal the 
hideous monster, which to be hated, to be avoided, 
to be destroyed. needs but to be seen. 

I know of no purpose, I can conceive of none 


for making this bill, but to introduce provisions 
as the ground- -work for other schemes, which 
have been introduced a little prematurely, and 
before this deluded people can be brought to re- 
ceive the last chain, which shall bind” them to 


Neither in terms nor in fact, is this requisition the unrelenting willof despotism, Laws are now 
made, to provide for a of the cases in which !in full force, which provide for bringing forth 
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the militia, in all the cases authorized by the 
Constitution. These have been sanctioned by 
time and experience, and the provisions have been 
found competent to their object. 

There never has been, as I can learn, the small- 
est objection ina oe State to rendering prompt 
obedience to any call for the militia, deemed le- 
gitimate by those on whom it was made, and 
whenever the requisition has been assented to, 
there has been no delay, no tardiness, no inability 
in the uncontrolled and unassisted power of the 
States to bring fort! the militiademanded. They 
need neither your direction nor advice how to 
comply with Constitutional requisition. And | 
they will not suffer your interference in a busi- 
ness which they consider, and rightly consider, | 
their own. 

There is a section, sir, which after all the pre- 
tence to provide a local force, for the defence of 
the homes of the militia, shows the whole to be 
a delusion. A large porch is made, and fine scaf- 
folding erected, merely to introduce the General 
Government to the private purses of individuals. 
toaid them in filling the ranks of the regular 
Army ; leaving the several States, as they always 
have been, to take care of themselves, while the 
force on which they depended is marched off to 
perish in the wilds of Canada. 

Finally, the several States, previously to the 
Confederation, held their respective militias in 
undiminished sovereignty ; under the Confedera- 
tion, the several States were bound to keep up 
aregulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently 
armed and accoutred; but the supreme control 
over this force remained with them, respectively, 
and unaltered. In thiscondition they were, when 
the existing Constitution was adopted. 

_ “Every right, power, or authority, not delega- | 
‘ted by the Constitution to the General Govern- 
‘ment, nor prohibited by it to the States, is re- 
‘served to the States respectively.” No general 
power over the militia was delegated to the Uni- 
ted States. The only power delegated in this re- 
spect was a limited authority, in three cases. The 

nited States can exercise no other. If they at- 
tempt to extend an authority beyond the grant, 
the several States havea right, and are bound by 
duty to their own citizens, to resist the usurpation. 
The measure and manner of resistance are alto- 
— within their own discretion. The surren- 
der of such rights of sovereignty, and of other 
inferior rights, by the several States, as the Con- 
stitution contains, was with a view of attaining 
compensation in the reciprocal engagements of | 
the United States. 

The several States granted to the United States 
power to raise armies, to provide and maintain a 
navy, and resources sufficient to support them. 
In consideration for parting with rights so essen- 
tial to their preservation, they received a solemn 
promise from the United States that they would 
provide for the common defence, and protect each 

State against invasion. Have the United States 
done either? Does not this bill attempt % take 
from the several States that force which they had 
respectively reserved to themselves for their own 
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purposes, and apply it to uses which the United 
States are bound to provide for by other means? 

All the articles of a league, or confederacy, 
have the force and nature of reciprocal promises 
and of conditions, which, by a default, are ren- 
dered null. 

With a deep sense of the importance of this 
Union to the happiness and prosperity of all its 
members, Iam bound to resist any infraction of 
the ties which unite them together, in order to 
render perpetual that, which seems to be dissolv- 
ing under us. 

In such motives, and in support of the dearest 
interests of the nation, the House will find the 
grounds of my opposition to this bill. The only 
thing wanted from Congress in relation to the 
militia, under the existing laws, isa provision for 
receiving into the employment and pay of the 
United States, at the discretion of the President, 
such bodies of State troops, for such terms and 
under such conditions as any of them may con- 
sent to raise. 

An honorable friend of mine, from the State of 
New York, now detained from this House by in- 
disposition, anxious to afford his aid in providing 
for the defence of the country by all Constitutional 
means, on Saturday last offered a motion, with 
this view. The honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee which introduced the bill, declined to re- 
ceive it at that time, and preferred to consider it 
on the third reading of the bill. He being un- 
able, for the reason assigned, now to submit the 
motion, I take the liberty to offer the same, which 
is in the following words : 

“That the committee be instructed so to modify the 
bill that it shall provide for calling into the service of 
the United States, from time to time, in execution of 
the provisions of the Constitution, and according to 
the mode heretofore practised, thousand militia, 
to serve for terms not exceeding nine months; with 
an option to the several States, in lieu of such detach- 
ments of militia, to raise and furnish, for the service 
of the United States, for the term of two years, unless 
sooner discharged, bodies of State troops equal in 
number to their respective quotas of militia; such 
State troops to be organized, armed, and equipped, 
according to law; their officers to be appointed by the 
respective States; their services to be limited within 
the States in which they shall be raised, or within an 
adjoining State ; to be subject to the rulés and articles 
of war, and to receive the same pay, clothing, rations, 
and forage, and to be entitled to the same privileges 
and immunities as the troops of the United States.” 


On the call of Mr. Dana, the question was 
divided, and taken on recommitting the bill; and 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 13, nays 
19, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Daggett, Dana, Gaillard, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Mason, Thompson, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, Chace, 
Condit, Fromentin, Giles, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Walker, 
Wharton, and Worthington. 


Mr. GotpssporovuaH then rose and addressed 
the Chair as follows: 
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Mr. President: When the subject was first 
brought before the Committee, I was so unfortu- 
nate as to be absent, and have therefore only had 
an opportunity of passing upon some of its pro- 
visions. As the bill has now arrived at that stage 
of its progress when it is permitted to review it 
throughout, I must offer my former absence as an 
apology for detaining the Senate a few moments, 
and will limit myself, in the course of my remarks, 
to two points only, viz: the length of the time 
the militia are intended to be kept out, and the 
mode of classing them to force them out. 

I had hoped, sir, though vainly, that, among the 
innumerable amendments which this bill was 
destined to suffer, it would have been so radically 
reformed in principle and so ameliorated in its 
provisions, that I could have voted forit. The 

rofessed object of this bill, the defence of the 

tates, is particularly dear to me, and, if pursued 
in a Constitutional mode, would command my 
hearty concurrence; but I have to lament that 
the measure, which now seems likely to be adopt- 
ed for that purpose, is such, that I cannot partici- 
pate init. Notwithstanding the unrelaxing ex- 
ertions which have been made to bring the pro- 
visions of this bill within the fair limits of Con- 
stitutional jurisdiction, and to temper its severity 
to the feelings of the people, its greatest deform- 
ity still exists, the most hideous feature in its 
whole composition remains unsoftened, and I am 
therefore bound by a solemn sense of duty to the 
country, and acting under the awful responsibil- 
ity of an oath, to oppose its passage. 

There has been a marked and studied distinc- 
tion preserved between the army and the militia 
of the country. The one is a permanent, the 
other a temporary farce, intended for temporary 
purposes. In time of peace, no force is more 
competeat, none more adapted “to repress insur- 
rections, or to execute the laws,” than the mili- 
tia; but, surely, sir, it can never be intended to 
be exclusively relied on for defence, during a pe- 
riod of war. There can be little doubt, when the 
Constitution speaks of the militia “to repel inva- 
sion,” it rather regarded the occasional irruptions 
of the Indians upon our back frontiers, than the 
disembarking of large bodies of finely trained Eu- 
ropean troops upon our shores. Those who are 
practically skilled in the art of war will tell you, 
that nothing but the system and discipline of 
regulars, can meet regulars with effect; and al- 
though occasions may be presented when militia 
have merited every honor which can be due to 
victory and good conduct, yet an exclusive reli- 
ance on them, in times like these, threatened, as 
we are, with formidable fleets and armies, would 
be to discard the best lessons of experience, and 
0 gr the fate of the country. That the 
militia, as such, would be a good auxiliary force, 
I am prepared to admit. Dispersed through eve- 
ry part of the country and formed into conve- 
nient corps, they might be made to fall upon and 
harass the enemy at his landing, and from their 
superior knowledge of the country, under brave 
and enterprising officers, they would gall him, 
impede and obstruct his progress, until the disci- 


plined regulars, which, in a war like this, ought 
to be stationed at eligible points, and in consider- 
able bodies, from one end of the continent to the 
other, could be brought to their relief. If, to rem. 
edy the defects of want of discipline in the mili. 
tia, it is contemplated to confine them to a camp 
for two years, it is this unusual period of service, 
it is the mode that is intended to be used to force 
them out, and the conversion of the militia into 
regular troops that I complain of, and which, in 
my judgment, constitutes a palpable and flagrant 
violation of the Constitution. 

In the general enumeration of the powers of 
Congress, sir, we shall find that part of the Con- 
stitution which bears upon this subject. Congress 
shall have power “to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions.” These 
are the three objects for which Congress can 
alone provide for calling out the militia, and when 
these, or either of these objects, cease to exist, the 
militiaareno longer subject toduty. It isimpossible 


for Congress to decide how long the militia shall 


be held to service, because they cannot determine 
how long the emergency will exist for which 
they are called. It is, therefore, that we are to 
understand the language of the Constitution as 
confining the power of Congress entirely to pro- 
viding how and by whom the call upon the mili- 
tia is to be made, leaving the respousibility both 
of the call and of the decision on the continuance 
of the service upon that power to which Con- 
gress shall think proper to assign it; and leaving 
it also exclusively to the States, to whom alone 
it rightfully belongs, to furnish the troops in their 
own way. So far from Congress having any Con- 
stitutional power to retain the militia in service 
for a fixed and determinate period of time, the 
Constitution has itself given another standard by 
which their term of service shall be measured, 
and that is, the continuance of the exigence they 
are called to meet. After Congress have pro- 
vided for calling out the militia, by vesting the 
power, as it usually has done, in the Presi- 
dent of the United States, it has discharged all 
its duties, and the President will then decide upon 
his responsibility to the nation, when it is neces- 
sary to exercise the power, and when the exigence 
for which the call was authorized ceases to exist. 
As Congress cannot calculate the length of time 
during which either insurrection, or opposition 
to the laws, or invasion, may continue, and as the 
power thus vested in the President to make the 
call and judge of the period of service, might, in 
certain events, impose a long, and painful, and 
ruinous duty, upon one body of the militia, the 
general power given to Congress to provide for 
calling them forth, clearly enables them to pro- 
vide a succession of militia at easy intervals, to 
take the place of those who are on duty; so as to 
prevent the whole burden from falling too severe- 
ly upon any one portion of the people. It was in 
this view of the Constitution, and with this inten- 
tion, that the law of February, 1795, was passed, 
to provide for calling forth the militia. The 
fourth section of the law is, “that the militia 
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‘employed in the service of the United States, 
‘ shall be subject to the same rules and articles of 
‘ war as the troops of the United States; and 
‘ that no officer, non-commissioned officer, or pri- 
‘ vate, of the militia, shall be compelled to serve 
‘ more than three months after his arrival at the 
‘ place of rendezvous, in any one year, nor more 
‘ than in due rotation with every other able-bod- 
‘jed man of the same rank in the battalion to 
‘ which he belongs.” 
This early exposition of this part of the Consti- 
tution is unquestionably the surest and the safest 
ide of construction; and as the powers here 
granted were both to be vested in and exercised 
by the illustrious President of the Convention 
which formed that Constitution, and the act itself 
received his sanction, lam at a loss to conjecture 
how the true intent and meaning of any part of 
that instrument could be more clearly and more 
satisfactorily ascertained. By this law, the Pres- 
ident of the United States is authorized to call 
out the militia, but they cannot be kept in service 
longer than three months after their arrival at 
the place of rendezvous, nor can they he made to 
serve longer than a due rotation with every other 
member of the same rank in the battalion from 
which they are taken. Here, then, I derive the 
distinction between Congress undertaking to 
provide, by law, that the militia shall be kept in 
camp for two years, unless sooner discharged, and 
their providing by law that the militia shall not 
be kept out more than three months. In the first 
case, Congress are made to prescribe the time for 
which they shall be me in camp, which they 
have no power todo. In the last, so far from 
designating the time they shall serve, they only 
mean to prescribe the period of rotation, beyond 
which the same body of militia shall not serve. 
If the emergency continues beyond three months, 
new calls of militiamen are to be made to relieve 
those who perform the tirst tour of arr and it 
is not and never was intended, by the language 
of the Constitution, that Congress should say how 
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have been anticipated that the power thus reluc- 
tantly and jealously yielded up and guarded by 
strict limitation, would ever have been used, by 
this or any other Congress, to drag the people of 
this country from their homes, their families, and 
their occupations, to consign them to the toils 
and deprivations of a camp for two years, those 
celebrated champions in that great cause, who 
have been justly styled the fathers of our Consti- 
tution, would never have prevailed to have pro- 
cured this power to the General Government. 
But, sir. the unconstitutionality of this meas- 
ure, though defect enough to justify my opposi- 
tion to it, is not the only defect. Thereis a rigor 
and severity in the provisions of this bill never 
before practised, which will stir up a feeling of 
uneasiness and restless displeasure, and which the 
condition of the people of this country will not 
endure. On whom, let me ask, sir, will this griev- 
ous oppression principally fall? It will fall upon 
the middling ranks in society, upon your tenan- 
try, your mechanics, your manufacturers—men 
who constitute the very bone and muscle of your 
population. Men of wealth will procure substi- 
tutes—the poorest and humblest in rank will be 
compelled by their necessities, during a period of 
war, to enlist with recruiting sergeants, or to be 
absorbed by the provisions in the ninth section of 
this bill; whilst the chief burden of this odious 
conscription will fall upon those whose circum- 
stances in life are too humble to afford extrava- 
gant bounties for substitutes, but whose feelings 
are too proud, and habits too reputable, to suffer 
them to become the corrupted hirelings of others. 
This class of men, thus marked out for destruc- 
tion by this bill, is infinitely the most numerous, 
as well as the most useful in society. Their ser- 
vices, in their respective avocations, are essential 
to the interest as well as to the convenience of 
the community in which they live, and their per- 
sonal labor and daily attention to their own affairs 
are indispensably necessary to the support of 
themselves and their families. To tear these men 


long the militia shall serve, but merely judging | away from home to serve in the militia for only 
of the condition of the country, and the necessi- | three months ata time, is to impose a serious evil 


ties and conveniences of the people, they govern 
themselves by such considerations in exercising 
their powers “to provide for calling forth the 
militia” in such numbers, and in sueh rotation, 
as the public emergency may require. The dis- 
tinction, to my view, is neither subtle nor nice, 
but founded in a just discretion, and exerted for a 
correct and benevolent purpose, to rescue the 
great body of the people from a painful and un- 
just oppression. 

So far, sir, from vesting the Congress of the 


on them, but if you drag them off, as you here 
contemplate by this bill, and keep them in camp 
for two years, you complete their ruin, you entail 
distress and misery upon their families, perhaps 
starvation and death. During their absence, and 
an absence, too, under a system of coercion be- 
fore unheard of in our country, their former hab- 
itations will become the abodes of wretchedness. 
Sir, [ want language to depict the sufferings that 
' will flow from this tyrannical system. Those 
| whom the industry of a father or a husband may 


United States with power to call the militia into | have once clad in simple neatness, and fed with 
camp for two years, you well know, Mr. Presi- | comfortable fare, will be left disconsolate in pen- 
dent, that the great contest of the Convention | ury, to wrap their chilled limbs in the tattered 
was, whether this power, “to provide for calling | remnants of his former bounty. Deprived, by 
forth the militia,” should be given to Congress at | this your act, of their only source of comfort, their 


all. And it was a question of long, dubious, and 
animated debate, whether it should be left exclu- 
sively to the States, or whether it should be given 
in certain specified cases, to be exercised by the 
Federal Government. If, at that time, it could 


protector and support, many who have been bred 
in all the decencies of life, will be thrown, like 
common mendicants, upon the world, to subsist 
upon its precarious charity. Should it be ordain- 
ed that the wretched father is to be restored to 
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his former home, after the expiration iration of this lin- | the country, even to this lin- 
gering and ruinous period of service, he will re- 
turn, not to the cheerful cottage which he left, 
where joy and plenty smiled, but toa comfort- 
less dwelling, from which want and misery have 
chased every endearment, save only those whom 
Providence may have spared, to meet their bene- 
factors’ return, with haggard eye and squalid as- 
pect, the miserable evidences of his long and cru- 
el exile. These, sir, are to be some of the certain 
results of this dreadful conscription; and how 
few of the many who are doomed to suffer, now 
dream of the distress which you are at this hour 
reparing for them! Sir, believe me, there is no 
Kotton in all this; it is but a faint sketch of the 
calamities that are destined to afflict us, the real- 
ity of which will far outstrip the anticipation of 
the liveliest imagination. Let me then ask you, 
sir, if you really intend to adopt this system as 
the law of the land, hostile as it is to the Consti- 
tution, and pregnant with all these ills? Have 
the fee neceis of this country not yet suffered enough? 
1 this honorable Senate, wise, discreet, and 
in a on whom the nation rests its hopes, to 
whom they have been taught to look in the mo- 
ment of anxiety and trial, and upon whose floor, 
we have been once told, the last expiring strug- 
gies of the liberties of this country would be ex- 
ibited, if they are doomed to expire—will they 
sanction, , by their approbation, such a measure as 
this 
Sir, it is not wise in those who are ambitious 
of fame to indulge too much in prophetic views 
of things, but I fancy that I put little to hazard, 
when I say, carry this system into execution when 
you will, and you will find that the people of the 
country will not bear it; not that a party will 
not bear it, but the great body of the people will 
frown indignant upon this attempt to despoil 
them of the blessings of their Constitutional rights 
and personal liberties. 
Sir, you dare not, at least I hope you,dare not, 
sly a conscription to fill the ranks of your 
at army. When the plan of the Secretary 
ar made ils appearance, it was gratifying to 
find that it met with the abhorrence of almost 
every man in the nation, and the merit of the bill 
before you, if such a measure can be supposed to 
have merit atall, is, that it is little else, as regards 
the militia, than. a servile imitation of the Secre- 
tary’s plan. And will you treat your militia with 
more rigor than you are willing to practise upon 
your regular soldiers? Will you adopt a system 
of tyranny towards them, that you are reluctant 
to attempt towards the Army? Availing your- 
selves of the popular appellation of militia, you 
undertake to enforce a system of conscription 
whose very severity must rouse those who may 
have been lulled into acquiescence, by a total 
want of suspicion. Thus, sir, it is, that the war- 
spirit of the nation has sunk so low that, like the 
fallen public credit of the country, neither banks 
or bounties can revive it. And the advocates of 
this bill, becoming rash by disaster, since neither 
monstrous bounties in money or in land will avail 
them, now call upon us to pursue the freemen of 
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the country, even to their very hearths and fire. 
sides, to drag them forth in handcuffs to the field 
of battle, there to fight against the wrongs of im. 
pressment, and to conquer the freedom of the 
seas. 

Mr. President, there is a foreboding that arises 
from all this which fills me with the deepest con- 
cern. The growth of cyenney when it once be- 
gins, is strong and rapid. A few years past, and 
the name of conscription was never uttered but 
it was coupled with execration ; last year, it found 
its way into a letter from the ‘then Secretary of 
War to the chairman of the Military Committee, 
and it was then so odious that it was but litile 
exposed to view. This year, we have conscrip- 
tion openly recommended to us by the Secretary 
of War in an official paper; and, worst of all, it 
finds champions and advocates on this floor. What 
have we to expect next, but that, in the ensuing 

ear, we shall see it stalking abroad through the 
and, accompanied by its loathsome train of fet- 
ters and chains, and executioners. And why is 
all this to be done? The necessity of the crisis 
is offered as the plea; yes, sir, necessity, that 
blood-stained plea of tyrants, which has served 
ener scheme of usurpation, to sacrifice the lives 
and liberties of men, to aid its projects of self-ag- 
ce and ambition, is now given to justi- 
this measure ; nothing is therefore left to us, 
but, before it be too late, to improve the expe- 
rience which the misfortunes of others have 
taught us, to our own and the national preserva- 
tion. The necessities of the times, of which we 
hear so much and feel so sensibly, ought properly 
enough to urge us to active and animated exer- 
tions in behalf of the nation; there is a vigor anda 
zeal which should characterize all our conduct at 
this doubtful moment; but the ardor which im- 
pels to action should be watched, lest it betray us 
into error and excess. Times of imminent peril 
and alarm, are periods when public liberty is 
most in danger, and it is difficult to decide’ whe- 
ther he is the worthiest patriot who goes to bat- 
tle in defence of a nation’s rights, or he who stands 
the faithful sentinel over the Constitution in times 
of general effervescence, to guard it from viola- 
tion and abuse. 

Unwilling, sir, to consume the time of the Sen- 
ate, whose patience, as well as my own, has been 
much exhausted by the lingering progress of this 
bill, 1 shall content myself with the remarks I 
have made upon the point which seemed most 
particularly to demand an open and avowed op- 
position. Having before taken an occasion to 
express my opinion upon the other exceptionable 
parts of the bill, I will not trouble you with a re- 
onplanets. 

must once more express to you, Mr. President, 
the deep regret I feel, at not being able to give 
my vote in favor of at measure, which is said to be 
designed to be for the defence of the States. There 
is not a man in this Senate, or in this nation, who 
is more willing, or who will go further in apply- 
ing the true means of the country to its defence 
at “this time, than myself. But, upon all questions, 
sir, there are certain bounds beyond which 1 can 
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November, 1814. Election of Presiding Officer. 


respect to the late Etsripee Gerry, Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States and President of the 
Senate, the Chair of the President of the Senate 
be shrouded with black during the present ses- 
sion; and as a further testimony of respect for 
the memory of the deceased, the members of the 
Senate will go into mourning, and wear black 
crape round the left arm for thirty days. 


$$$ 














never consent to go; and I must be understood 
at all times, whatever pledges I may make, as 
imposing this restriction, this obligation upon my- 
self, viz: neither to overleap the limits of the 
Constitution, or to be accessary to an invasion of 
the essential principles of civil liberty. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
then taken and determined in the affirmative— 





yeas 19, nays 12, as follows: 

YVeas—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, Chace, 
Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Lacock, Morrow, 
Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Walker, Whar- 
ton, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Daggett, Dana, German, 
Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Mason, 
Thompson, and Varnum. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An act to authorize the 
President of the United States to call upon the 
several States and Territories thereof for their 
respective quotas of eighty thousand four hun- 
dred and thirty militia, for the defence of the fron- 


tiers of the United States against invasion.” | 





Wepnespay, November 23. 
DEATH OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


About the hour of meeting, a report having 
reached the Senate Chamber of the death of the 
Vice Presipent of the United States, the mem- 
bers from Massachusetts, Messrs. Varnum and 
Gore, proceeded to his lodgings to ascertain the 
fact; and, on their return, having announced the 
fact to the Senate, the following proceeding took 
place, on motion of Mr. BLepsog, 

The Senate, being informed of the death of their 


distinguished fellow-citizen, Ersrincx Gerry, Vice | 


President of the United States, 





Fripay, November 25. 
The resolution brought up from the House of 


Representatives the 22d instant, for appointing a 
joint committee, was read, and passed to the sec- 


ond reading. 

The resolution for furnishing the American 
Antiquarian Society with a copy of the Journals 
of Congress, and cf the documents published un- 
der their order, was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the petty officers and seamen 
under the command of Captain Joshua Barney ;” 
and Mr. Smira was requested to take the Chair. 

On motion, by Mr. Gaittarp, the bill having 


’ G 
been amended, so as to include the non-commis- 


sioned officers and privates of the marine corps, 
on motion, by Mr. Brown, the further consider- 
ation thereof was postponed until the first Mon- 
day in April next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Bowie and Kurtz, and others; and, on motion, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supple- 


|mentary to an act laying duties on notes of 


Do Resolve, That a committee be appointed, jointly | banks, bankers, and certain companies ; on notes, 


with such committee as may be appointed on the part | bonds. 


of the House of Representatives, to consider and re- 
port measures most proper to manifest the public re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased, and expressive 
of the deep regret of the Congress of the United 


States for the loss of a citizen so highly. respected and 


revered, 


Ordered, That Messrs. Gorn, Varnom, Smirx, | 


ANnpeRsON, and GaILLarp, be the committee. 

On motion of Mr. BLepsoe, 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House 
of Representatives of the decease of the Vice 
President of the United States, and communi- 
cate the foregoing resolution. 


_ A message from the House of Representatives | 
informed the Senate that the House concur in | 


the resolution of the Senate for the appointment 
of a joint committee, to consider and report mea- 
sures proper to manifest the public respect for the 
memory of the Vice Presipent of the United 


States, deceased; and have appointed a commit- 


tee on their part. 
The Senate then adjourned. 





Tuurspay, November 24, 
On motion, by Mr. Gore, 


and obligations, discounted by banks, 
bankers, and certain companies; and on bills of 
exchange of certain descriptions; and, no amend- 
ment having been proposed, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read the third time. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDING OFFICER 


On motion, by Mr. Brent, that the Senate 
now proceed to the election of President pro 


| tempore. 


Mr. German submitted the following motion : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate will on Monday next, 
at 12 o’clock, proceed to the choice of a President pro 
tempore.” 

This question was negatived by the following 
vole: 

‘or the motion—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, 
Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Mason, 
and Thompson—10. 

Against it—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 

; Brown, Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Lacock, 

Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton—20. 

Mr. Brent’s motion was then agreed to, and 

the Senate proceeded to a choice arene ge 

On the first ballot, the whole number of votes 


Resolved, unanimously ,T hat from an unfeigned | being thirty, there were: For Mr. Gatuvarp, 14; 
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Mr. Kine, 10; Mr. Cuace, 3; Mr. ANDERSON, 
1; Mr. Sirsa, 1; and Mr. Tarr, 1. 

On the second ballot, there were: For Mr. 
Gatiarp, 16; Mr. Kine, 10; Mr. Cuace, 5; 
and Mr. AnpeRsOoN, l. 

Mr. GatLuarp was therefore declared duly 
elected; and, on taking the Chair, addressed the 
Senate nearly as follows: 

* Honorable Gentlemen: While I lament the sud- 
den and melancholy event which has led to the dis- 
tinguished honor conferred on me, I am so truly sen- 
sible of my own incompetency to discharge the duties 
of the station to which I am called, in a manner suita- 
ble to their importance, and correspondent to the 
dignity of this honorable body, that I approach the 
exercise of them with unfeigned diffidence and appre- 
hension. All that I dare hope is, that my efforts will 
be considered as the result of well-meant intentions : 
all that I dare promise is, that my best exertions shall 
be directed to a faithful and impartial execution of the 
trust confided tome. Relying, then, on the candor and 
liberality which have ever characterized this respectable 
Assembly, I will proceed to the performance of the 
duties assigned me.” 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and acquaint him that 
the Senate have, in consequence of the decease 
of the Vice Presipent of the United States, 
elected the Honorable Joun Gaitiarp President 
of the Senate pro tempore. 

Ordered. That the Secretary make a similar 
communication to the House of Representatives. 





Saturpay, November 26, 


On motion, by Mr. Varnum, to amend the 
Journal of yesterday, by striking out the follow- 
ing words : 

“ On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

“Having been required by a majority,” and insert- 
ing; in lieu thereof, “ being desired by one-fifth,” so to 
read, “the yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of 
the Senators present.” 

It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 18 
nays 7. 

On motion, by Mr. German, the yeas and nays 
having been desired by one-fifth of the Senators 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Bibb, Daggett, Dana, Gaillard, German, 
Goldsborough, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Mason, 
Morrow, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Turner, Var- 
num, and Walker. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Anderson, Chace, Condit, Fromentin, La- 
cock, Roberts, and Robinson. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act authorizing the Secretary of State, duf- 
ing the continuance of the present war, to make 
an additional allowance to the owners and mas- 
ters of vessels for bringing back to the- United 
States destituie and distressed American seamen ;” 
and the bill was ordered to the third reading. 

. The bill was then read a third time, by unan- 
imous consent, and passed. 
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——————— 








Mr. Hunter called up the petition of Heary 
Nimmo, of Warren, in the State of Rhode Island, 
presented on the 3d of March, 1814, praying the 
remission of certain duties on one hundred bales 
of cotton, the growth and produce of the State of 
Georgia, as therein stated ; and, on his motion, it 
was referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon, by bill or otherwise; and Messrs, 
Hunter, Roserrs, and Biss, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Fromenrin, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of John Castille, of the city of New Or- 
leans,” reported it without amendment ; and, on 
his motion, the bill was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and it was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill supplementary to an act laying duties 
on notes of banks, bankers, and certain compa- 
nies; on notes, bonds, and obligations, discounted 
by banks, bankers, and certain companies; and 
on bills of exchange of certain descriptions, was 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to extend 
the time of Oliver Evans’s patent for his improve- 
ment on steam engines; and, after debate, the 
Senate adjourned. 





Monpay, November 28. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Bowie and Kurtz, and others; and, no amend- 
ment having been proposed, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third 
time? on motion, by Mr. Smiru, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The resolution from the House of Representa- 
tives, appointiog a committee on their part to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the Senate, to inquire and report whether Con- 
qr may not be more conveniently accommo- 

ated, either by an alteration of the present 
Chambers, or by procuring other rooms within a 
convenient distance of the public offices, was 
read the second time, considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

The engrossed bill supplementary to aw act lay- 
ing duties on notes of banks, bankers, and certain 
companies; on notes, bonds, and obligations, dis- 
counted by banks, bankers, and certain compa- 
nies; and on bills of exchange of certain descrip- 
tions, having been reported correct, was read a 
third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 7, 
as follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chase, Condit, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, Lacock, 
Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turn- 
er, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Naxys—Messrs. Daggett, Goldsborough, Horsey, Hun- 
ter, Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An act supplementary to 
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Novemper, 1814. Naval Establishment. Senate. 
SS 
Saat uties on notes of banks, bankers, | ships of war, until the Navy has become respectable, 
- a, aie on notes, bonds, and ob- | both from the number and rates of its vessels, and, still 
ligations, discounted by banks, bankers, and cer- | More 50, from the gallantry and splendor of its achieve- 
ga aah : .| ments. By the laws now in force, the Navy will con- 
tain companies, and on bills of exchange of cer sist of four seventy-fours, three thirty-sixes, eight sloop: 
in i tions. * ’ P ’ Ss 
"tue bill entitled “An act for the rie of John | of at essa reat mambar of gs and schooner 
Castille. of the enty = mre Sees,” ey tee guns. Of these, there remain to be put on the stocks 
] ne — | ere Sas tn! Coenahithes of the | of the seventy-fours and four of the forty-fours. 
e Sen is exclusive of th : illas, 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to extend the | and lake squadrons ; the latter of which consist of ‘be. 
time of Oliver Evans’s patent for his improvement | tween thirty and forty ships, some of which are large. 
on steam ane ne oe anes hav- | The national vessels on the Lakes do not carry less 
ing been agreed to, the President reported it to | than five hundred guns. 
Re House accordingly. on Your committee are not aware, nor do they believe, 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed | that any nation possessing a naval force, such as the 
and read a third time as amended? it was de- | above, is without a grade of officers above that of cap- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays §, as | tain. The nation with whom the United States are 
follows : now at war, is said to have about a thousand public 


ships; to command which, she has not less than two 
Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bledsoe, Brown, Chace, hundred admirals of ten different grades, ascending 
Condit, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Horsey, fi dmiral of the blue to the admiral of the ff 
Hunter, Lambert, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, | 0™ "er admiral of the biue to the admiral of the feet. 
Tait Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. At present, the Navy of the United States 9. com- 
? , ong ; manded by commissioned officers of three grades only, 
Nays—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Daggett, Goldsborough, tiestleasiaiie ; d Tae : 
Lacock, Mason, Taylor, and Thompson. leutenants, master commandants, and post captains. 
mettle ? ’ x , The committee would feel that they had not done 
e er mast Coban oe oes Srestnetace justice to the subject committed to them, if they failed 
omm! } > 


to contrast the situation of the Army with that of the 

referred, reported a bill to authorize the purchase | Navy, as it respects the scope of promotion in each. 
of the library of Thomas Jefferson, late President | The Army presents, for the encouragement of an hon- 
of the United States; and the bill was read, and | orable ambition, the high station of major general 
passed to the second reading. through ten different grades. It has also advantages 
in the variety of its corps unknown to the Navy. The 

NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. youth of our country, ambitious of military fame, may, 

Mr. Tarr, from the Committee on Naval Af- 

fairs, to whom were referred two resolutions of 


according to their taste, enter the Army as officers of 
the 7th instant, “ instructing them to inquire what 


cavalry, of artillery, of infantry, or of the rifle corps. 
provision should be made for the appointment of 


Not so with the naval officer. All that he can expect, 
is, to be transferred from a subordinate station to the 
officers above the grade of Captain in the Navy 
of the United States,” and also, ‘“‘to inquire what 


command of a ship of war. The rapid promotions of 
late in the Army cannot but strongly impress the naval 
eC. , officer with a deep sense of his own confined situation, 
provision should be made for conferring naval 
rank by brevet, in consideration of meritorious 
service,” made a report as follows: 








TTT 
ae 


and of the cheerless prospect before him. Does not 
justice, then, dictate that the range for promotion 
should be enlarged in our Naval Establishment ? 

That your committee assume it as a policy now set- Your committee are of opinion that a discreet policy 
tled, that the United States are to have a permanent | Md a prudent foresight, not less than a just regard to 
Naval Establishment, which is to be gradually in- | the strong claims of the Navy, call for an enlargement 
Sar nein Seemed ns te | oO ns Poem eat ie 
ofthe Government may permit. Your committee deem ° 
it unnecessary to go A course of reasoning to sup- | highest attainments in naval tactics should be encour- 
port the soundness of this policy, and to establish (what | aged. If you expect men to labor for the highest qual- 
is now generally conceded) that a navy is the most | ifications in their professions, it is necessary to open 
rs, > most efficient, and the least expensive Tuite acts to wan Jon teil Dabo delelle ee 

efence of this country. i 

The commercial “ak maritime habits of a large por- | Officers to qualify themselves for an admiral’s command, 
tion of the people of the United States press them to | is, to create that grade in the Navy ; thereby requiring, 
= Poon ee have arisen competition and rival- | of the same — a professional attainments, and 

ip with other nations, pursuing the same course of | Offering a reward for them. 
pee rae The history of all aaa teaches us that | Your committee are therefore of opinion, that, whe- 
the persons and the property of our citizens on the high | ther they view this subject in reference to the practice 
seas, unprotected, must be (as indeed they have been) | of older and more experienced nations, or in regard to 
the subjects of frequent violence and injustice. The | the just claims and the long and meritorious services 
ey eee orermrenar ne eset | Os tical pays ose peel te tree 

orce. navy, growing up with the growth of the | 2 Pree : 
nation, cannot ai, mane = lapse of many years, to | _ . a tinue = er should now 
procure respect from abroad, and safety at home. e created in the Nava ablishment. 

Contiean apparently influenced by oe considera- As to the second resolution, relative to conferring 
= . . early period after on wae of the | naval rank by ne it rome: an to Z our tees 

enera overnment, created a Nava epartment, | 28*necessary ; it having been the practice o e ove 
and have authorized, from time to time, the building of | ernment to confer actual rank without regard to senior- 
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ity, in reward of brilliant achievements or meritorious 
service. 

The committee respectfully submit the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize by Jaw 
the appointment of officers above the grade of captain 
in the Navy of the United States. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, to make 
any provision for conferring naval rank by brevet. 





Navy Departmen, Nov. 15, 1814. 


Sin: In answer to the inquiry contained in your 
letter of the 8th instant, founded upon two resolutions 
of the Senate, passed on the 7th instant, instructing 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire “ what pro- 
vision should be made for the appointment of officers 
above the grade of captain in the Navy of the United 
States,” and “ what provision should be made for con- 
ferring naval rank by brevet, in consideration of merit- 
orious service,’ I have the honor to represent, that the 
high character which the American Navy has justly 
acquired; the general sentiment which indicates its 
rapid increase and permanency ; and the long, faith- 
ful, and honorable service which its senior officers have 
rendered their country ; appear to me to justify and 
call for the appointment of officers of a higher grade 
than that of captain. 
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mands inferior to those which the American Navy may 
even now afford. 

The new grade to be established, and number of pro- 
motions, should be consistent with the scale and char- 
acter of the Naval Establishment, which may not, for 
some years, require the distinction of flags as in the 
British navy, viz: red, white, and blue, at the main, 
fore, or mizen of each; making nine grades of admi- 
rals, rising in the order of the flags, from blue to red. 

I am therefore of opinion, that it is now expedient 
to establish the grade of rear admiral, without any dis- 
tinction of flags, leaving the promotions to vice admi- 
ral and admiral for future services, and an enlarged 
establishment. 

I am also of opinion, that the same principle which 
induced the establishment of brevet rank in the Army, 
for gallant actions, meritorious conduct, or long ser- 
vice, is equally applicable to the Navy, and cannot fail 
to excite to those actions which it is intended to reward ; 
but no officer so brevetted should be entitled to any 
additional pay or emoluments, except when command- 
ing on separate service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, W. JONES. 

Hon. C. Tarr, Ch’n Naval Committee, Senate. 


The report, together with the resolutions, were 
read, and the report ordered to be printed for the 


Love of country, and the laudable desire of honora- | use of the Senate. 


ble fame, are strong excitements to noble action; but 
the prospect of progressive promotion to the highest 
distinction which talents, zeal, and valor, may justly 
aspire to, is not perhaps less active and stimulating. 
Captains of long and honorable standing in the 


Navy cannot but contrast the cheerless prospect of 


promotion in the naval service, with the rapid and high 
distinction to which their military brethren, with equal, 
but not higher pretensions, have attained. 

The naval force, in officers, seamen, and marines, is 


probably two-fifth parts of the whole military force of 


the United States, actually employed, in which there 
are, I think, eight major generals and sixteen briga- 
diers, exclusive of those of the staff, who enjoy the rank, 
pay, and emoluments, of brigadiers. 

The effect of a limited grade, without hope of pro- 
motion, is to contract the range of study and profes- 
sional attainment within the sphere of the command 
thus limited. Hold out but the prospect of elevated 
rank and command, and every officer of talents and 
worth will aspire to the highest qualifications. 

Foreign example is to be received with caution ; yet, 
the practice of nations of great maritime experience 
may throw some light upon the subject. A compari- 
son of the force of the British navy, with the number 
of admirals in that service, will exhibit the following 
result, viz: of ships of seventy-four guns and upwards, 
there are— 


Building, about - - - - - 24 
In ordinary, about = - - - - 654 
Guards, hospital, prison, store ships, &c. 33 
In commission, about - ° - - 99 

Total - - - - - - 210 


—_— 


The list of admirals contains two hundred and nine, 
exclusive of twenty-seven superannuated rear admi- 
rals, upon half-pay; thus exhibiting more than two 
admirals for every ship of seventy-four guns and up- 
wards, in commission. 





Tuespay, November 29. 


| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, 

| etal others; and the following amendment was 

| proposed, by Mr. BLepsog: 

| Strike out, from the word “ of,” in the seventh line, 
to the end of the bill, and insert, “as a full compen- 
sation for the freight of the ship Allegany from Al- 
giers to Gibraltar.” 


On motion, by Mr. Samira, the further consid- 
/eration thereof was postponed to, and made the 
| order of the day for, Friday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide additional rev- 

enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 

‘and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
| ties on spirits distilled within the United States, 
and by amending the act laying duties on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors ;” in which bill 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The resolution from the House of Representa- 
| tives appointing a committee on their part, to join 
| such committee as may be appointed on the part 
|of the Senate, to inquire and report whether 
| Congress may not be more conveniently accommo- 
| dated, either by an alteration of the present Cham- 
| bers, or by procuring other rooms within a con- 

venient distance of the public offices, was read a 
| third time. 

On the question, Shall this resolution pass? it 

was determined in the negative—yeas 11, nays 
19, as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Brown, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
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German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, and Mason. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Daggett, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Turner, 
Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 











Wepnespay, November 30, 


Mr. FromenrtIN, from the committee, reported 
the bill to extend the time of Oliver Evans’s pat- 
ent for his improvement on steam engines cor- 
rectly engrossed ; and on motion, by Mr. Brown, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing duties on spirits distilled within the Uni- 
ted States, and by amending the act laying duties 
on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” was 
read the second time. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Daccerr, to refer 
the said bill to a select committee ; and on motion, 
by Mr. Biepsoz, the consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. ANpeRsON submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Message of the President of the United 
States as relates to naval affairs, be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision by law 
that the officers and crews of the vessels authorized to 
be built or purchased, by an act passed the fifteenth 
day of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, may be entitled to receive the whole of the 
prize money which may arise from the sale of such 
vessel or vessels and their cargoes as they may cap- 
ture, and which may be condemned as good prize ac- 
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cording to law; and that the committee have leave to | 


report by bill or otherwise. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions reported, on the 28th instant, by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs; and, having agreed to 
the first resolution, on motion, by Mr. Dana, the 
further consideration of the second resolution was 
postponed to the first Monday in January next. 

On motion, by Mr. Dana, the first resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
with instructions to report a bill agreeably to the 
provisions thereof. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill further in 
addition to an act, entitled “An act more effec- 
tually to provide for the national defence by es- 
tablishing an uniform militia throughout the 
United States;” and on motion, by Mr. AnpEr- 
Son, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The bill to authorize the purchase of the library 
of Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United 
States, was read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; and on motion, 
by Mr. Hunrer, the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 
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Tuurspay, December 1. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, by Mr. Daaaerr, to refer 
to a select committee, to consist of five members, 
the bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing duties on spirits distilled within the United 
States, and by amending the act laying duties on 
licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” to con- 
sider and report thereon, and agreed thereto; and 
Messrs. TayLor, Biepsoe, Brown, Cuace, and 
DaaceTT, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 
to an act, entitled “An act more effectually to pro- 
vide for the national defence by establishing an 
uniform militia throughout the United States ;” 
and on motion, by Mr. Turner, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, the com- 
munications last received from the Ministers Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States at 
Ghent, explaining the course and actual state of their 
negotiations with the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 


——=—== 


Decemper 1, 1814. 


The Message and communications therein re- 
ferred to were read, and five hundred copies 
thereof ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 





Fripay, December 2. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of ths Navy, on 
the petition of Edward Bland and others, referred 
to him the 17th of October; and the report was 
read ; and on motion, by Mr. Morrow, the report, 
together with the accompanying documents, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 30th ultimo, by Mr. ANDERSON, 
for instructing the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to inquire into the expediency of making pro- 
vision by law, in relation to officers and crews of 
certain vessels; and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the purchase of the library of Thomas Jefferson, 
late President of the United States; and, no 
amendment having been proposed, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government 
and maintaining the public credit by duties on 


carriages, and the harness used therefor ;” also, a 
bill, entitled “An act to provide additional rev- 
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enues for defraying the expenses of Government 
and maintaining the public credit by duties on 
sales at auction, on the postage of letters, and on 
licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and 
foreign merchandise ;” in which bills they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The engrossed bill to extend the time of Oliver 
Evans’s patent for his improvement on steam en- 
gines was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill further in ad- 
dition to an act, entitled “Anact more effectually 
to provide for the national defence by establish- 
ing an uniform militia throughout the United 
States.” 

On motion, by Mr. Horsey, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed -to the first 
Monday in December next, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 16, nays 12, as follows: 

Yreas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Ma- 
son, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Turner, and 
Walker. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, 
Condit, Gaillard, German, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Varnum, and Wharton. 

Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 3lst of October, the petition of 
David M. Clarkson and others, citizens of New 
York, praying the establishment of a National 
Bank, reported a bill to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States of America; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Bowie and Kurtz, and others; and on motion, 
by Mr. Smrru, the consideration thereof was fur- 
ther postponed to, and made the order of the day 
for, Tuesday next. 





Satrurpay, December 3. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment and maintaining the publie credit by duties 
on sales at auction, on the postage of letters, and 
on licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and 
foreign merchandise,” was read the second time; 
and referred to the committee to whom was re- 
ferred, the 1st instant, the bill, entitled “ An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of Government and maintaining the 
public credit by laying duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States, and by amending the 
act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirit- 
uous liquors,” to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment and maintaining the public credit by duties 
on carriages, and the harness used therefor,” was 
read the second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee last mentioned, to consider and report 
thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, a committee was ap- 


pointed to inquire into the expediency of appro- 
riating the lands reserved for the use of schools 
in the Mississippi Territory, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Binz, Morrow, 
and WuHarrTon, were appointed the committee. 
The bill to authorize the purchase of the library 
of Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United 
States, was read a third time, and passed. 





Monpay, December 5. 


Mr. aera peat the petition of John C. 
Hurlburt, late of Chatham, in the district of Con- 
necticut, now a prisoner confined in jail at Hart- 
ford, in said district, for an alleged violation of 
the embargo law, as stated in the petition, and 
praying relief, for reasons therein stated; and the 
petition was read, and referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise; and Messrs. Daccert, THompson, 
and Cuace, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government and maintaining the public credit 
by laying duties on spirits distilled within the 
United States, and by amending the act layin 
duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” 
reported it with amendments. 

r. TayLor, from the same committee, also 
reported the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government and maintaining the public credit by 
duties on carriages, and the harness used there- 
for,” without amendmeit. 

Mr. Kine presented a memorial of a commit- 
tee appointed by five of the banks in the city of 
New York, to take into consideration all matters 
relating to the state of credit in that city ; remon- 
strating against the A ae ed incorporation of the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America; and the memorial was read. 

The bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States of America was read 
the second time and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

On motion, by Mr. Mason, to strike out, sec- 
tion 1, line 4, “ fifty,” and insert “twenty,” in lieu 
thereof,” reducing the proposed amount of the 
capital stock from fifty to twenty millions of dol- 
lars—after debate, on motion, by Mr. Dana, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. Taytor, the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Governmentand maintaining the public credit by 
laying duties on spirits distilled within the Uni- 
ted States, and by amending the act laying duties 
on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” to- 
gether with the amendments reported thereto by 
the select committee; and the amendment, in 
part, with further amendments, were agreed to ; 
and on motion, by Mr. Germany, to strike out the 
25th section of the bill, the Senate adjourned. 
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Tvuespay, December 6. 

Mr. Daceertt, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the 
relief of John C. Hurlburt, of Chatham, in the 
State of Connecticut; and the bill was read, and 

ssed to the second reading. 

Mr. Tart, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill authorizing the appointment 
of certain naval officers therein named ; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Horsey submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate a 
statement containing the specification of the various 

offices in the States, respectively; the annual 
emoluments of the postmasters, and the amount of ex- 
penditures incident to their respective offices ; as, also, 
the annual amount of the gross and net revenue de- 
rived therefrom between the 30th day of September, 
A. D. 1810, and the Ist day of October, A. D. 1814. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government and maintaining the 
public credit by laying duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States, and by amending the 
act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirit- 
uous liquors ;” and on the question to agree to 
Mr. GerMAn’s motion, to strike out section 25, as 
follows: 


« And be it further enacted, That in future it shall 
be lawful for the distiller or distillers of domestic spirits, 
and all persons from-whose materials such spirits shall 
be distilled, to sell without license any quantity there- 
of, not less than one gallon :” 


It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, 
nays 13, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, Smith, Thompson, and Varnum. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, Condit, Gail- 
lard, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 
Walker, and Wharton. 


And the Presipenr reported the bill to the 
House amended. 

On motion, by Mr. BLepsos, to strike out, from 
the Ist section, the word “twenty,” where it oc- 
eurs, and insert, in lieu thereof, “ fifteen,” reduc- 
ing the rate of duties; it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 10, nays 19, as follows: 

Yras—Mesers. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, 
Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Turner, Walker, and Whar- 
ton. 

Nars—Messrs. Brown, Condit, Daggett, Dana, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Goldsborough, Gore, 
Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, Tait, 
Taylor, Thompson, and Varnum. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill be read a third time as 
amended? it was determined in the affirmative— 
yeas 27, nays 1, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brown, Chace, 
Condit, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lacock, Lam- 
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bert, Mason, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, 
Thompson, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 
Nax—Mr. Bledsoe. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act making further provision for filling the 
ranks of the Army of the United States,” with 
amendments, in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to ineor- 
porate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America. 

On the question, to agree to the motion made 
yesterday by Mr. Mason, to strike out of section 
one, line four, the word “ fifty,” and insert in lieu 
thereof, “twenty,” reducing the proposed amount 
of the capital stock from fifty to twenty millions 
of dollars—on motion, by Mr. Horsey, it was 
agreed to take the question by yeas and nays; 
and, after debate, the further consideration there- 
of was postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 
bill, entitled “An act making further provision 
for filling the ranks of the Army of the United 
States ;” and, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 





Wepnespay, December 7. 

The bill for the relief of John C. Hurlburt, of 
Chatham, in the State of Connecticut, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole; and, no amendment having been 
proposed, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of certain 
naval officers therein mentioned was read the 
second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday by Mr. Horsey, request- 
ing a specification of the various post offices, &c., 
apd agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Bowie and Kurtz, and others; and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “An act making further provis- 
ion for filling the ranks of the Army of the Uni- 
ted States ;” and concurred therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act directing the staff officers 
of the Army to comply with the requisitions of 
naval and marine officers, in certain cases;” a bill 
entitled “An act to provide for the widows and 
orphans of militia and volunteer soldiers who 
shall die or be killed in the service of the United 
States ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to accept the 
services of volunteers who may associate and 
organize themselves and offer their services to 
the Government of the United States,” in which 








123 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 124 











Senate. 





bills they request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America. 

On the question to agree to the motion made 
on the 5th instant, by Mr. Mason, to strike out of 
section one, line four, the word “fifty,” and in- 
sert in lieu thereof, “twenty,” reducing the pro- 
posed amount of the capital stock from fifty to 
twenty millions of dollars; it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 13, nays 18, as follows: 


Yzras—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, and Wharton. 


On motion, by Mr. Mason, to strike out of sec- 
tion one, line six, the word “forty,” and insert in 
lieu thereof, “thirty’—Mr. Dana called for a 
division of the question, and it was taken on 
striking out, and determined in the negative— 
yeas 13, nays 18, as follows: 


Yzras—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, and Wharton. 


After further progress, the Senate adjourned. 





Tuurspay, December 8. 

The three bills brought up yesterday for con- 
currence were read, and passed. 

Mr. Lacock submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on the day of 
» proceed to the choice of an Assistant Door- 
keeper. 

Mr. Tarr, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the second instant, made report, to- 
gether with the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time to 
alter the laws respecting the Navy pension fund.” 

And the report and resolution were read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making additional appro- 
priations for the service of the year one thousand 
— hundred and fourteen ;” also, a bill, entitled 
“An act supplemental to the acts authorizing a 
loan for the several sums of twenty-five millions 
of dollars, and three millions of dollars :” in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act making additional 
appropriations for the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen,” was read 
the second time by unanimous consent, and re- 
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ferred to the committee to whom was referred, 
the first instant, the bill, entitled “An act to pro- 
vide additional revenues for defraying the ex. 
nses of Government and maintaining the pub.- 
ic credit by laying duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States, and by amending the 
act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirii- 
uous liquors,” to consider and report thereon, 

The bill, entitled “An act supplemental to the 
acts authorizing a loan for the several sums of 
twenty-five millions of dollars, and three millions 
of dollars,” was read the second time by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the committee last 
mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An aet directing the staff 
officers of the Army to comply with the requsi- 
tions of naval ier marine Officers in certain 
cases,” was read the second time by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
President of the United States to accept the ser- 
vices of volunteers who may associate and organ- 
ize themselves, and offer their services to the 
Government of the United States,” was read the 
second time by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide for wid- 
ows and orphans of militia and volunteer sol- 
diers who shall die or be killed in the service of 
the United States,” was read the secoud time by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Militia of the United States, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of Government and maintaining the 
public credit by laying duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States, and by amending the 
act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirit- 
uous liquors,” was read a third time as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Taytor, the title was 
amended, by inserting after “States” the words, 
“and Territories thereof.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill for the relief of Joho C. Hurlburt, of 
Chatham, in the State of Connecticut, was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Bowie and Kurtz, and others; and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until to- 
morrow. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed, as in Commitiee of the 
Whole, the gonsideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America. 

On motion, by Mr. Kina, to strike out of sec- 
tion two, line eleven, after the word “States,” the 
following words: “or in the public debt of the 
United States, contracted by virtue of the act of 
Congress, entitled “An act authorizing a loan for 
a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars,” 
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assed the fourteenth day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, or contracted, or to be 
contracted, by virtue of any subsequent act and 
acts of Congress heretofore passed authorizing a 
joan or loans,” and insert in lieu thereof, “or in 
any public debt of the United States, bearing at 
the time of payment an interest of six per cent, 
annually ;” it was determined in the negative— | 
yeas 11, nays 19, as follows: 


Yxras—Messrs. Daggett, Fromentin, German, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Ma- | 
son, and ‘Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, | 
Brown, Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, Walker, and Wharton. 


On motion, by Mr. Fromenrin, to strike out 
of section two, line twenty-seven, after the word 
“paid,” the word “twenty,” and insert in lieu 
thereof, “sixty;” it was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 10, nays 19, as follows: 

Yxsas—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Fromentin, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, and 
Mason. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Gaillard, German, Lacock, Morrow, 
Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, T'urner, Var- 
num, Walker, and Wharton. 


On motion, by Mr. Kina, to add a new section 
to the bill, as follows: 


“Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if the 
said corporation shall do, or cause, or permit to be 
done or transacted, on its behalf or for its use, any 
matter or thing injurious to the public welfare, and 
not authorized by this act, or shall neglect to do any 
matter or thing which it shall be the duty of said cor- 
poration to do, it shall, in each and every such case, | 
be competent and lawful for Congress to repeal 80 | 
much of this act as allows the notes of the said corpo- | 
ration to be received in payment to the United States :” 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 18, as follows: 


Yxras—Measrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, and Wharton. 


On motion, by Mr. German, to add a new sec- 
tion, as follows: 


‘And be it further enacted, That Congress may 
repeal so much of this act as relates to the payment of 
the public revenue in the bills of the said bank :” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 10, 
nays 21, as follows: 


Yxzas—Messrs. Dana, Fromentin, German, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, King, Lambert, Mason, and 
Thompson. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Brown, Chace, Condit, Daggett, Gaillard, Hunter, La- 
cock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 


And the Presipenr reported the bill to the 
House amended. 
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Oo the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 13, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, and Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 





Fripay, December 9. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Naval Affairs of the 
Sth instant. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time to 
alter the laws respecting the Navy pensio. fund. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday for the choice of an assis- 


| tant doorkeeper ; and the further consideration 


thereof was further postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, and others ; 
and the consideration thereof was further post- 
poned until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenue for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by duties on carriages, and the har- 
ness used therefor ;” and the bill having been 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed the bill authorizing the 
appointment of certain naval officers therein 
named; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed to, and made the order of the day 
for, Monday next. 

Mr. Tay_or, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making addi- 
tional appropriations for the service of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen,” re- 
ported it without amendment; and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and 
passed to the third reading. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act directing the 
staff officers of the Army to comply with the re- 
quisitions of naval and marine officers in certain 
cases,” reported it without amendment; and the 
bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and passed to the third reading. 

The bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States of America, was read 
a third time; and the blanks having been filled, 
on the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 14, as 
follows: 

Ysras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Chace, Condit, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and 
Wharton. 
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Nars—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Golsdsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hun- 
ter, King, Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An act to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States 
of America.” 





* Saturpay, December 10. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
<a of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by duties on carriages, and the har- 
ness used therefor,” was read a third time as 
amended, and passed with amendments, 

The bill, entitled “An act directing the staff 
officers of the Army to comply with the requisi- 
tions of naval and marine officers tn certain cases, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act making additional 
appropriations for the service of the year 1814,” 
was read a third time and passed. 





; Mownpay, December 12. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the appointment of certain naval officers therein 
named ; and the bill having been amended, the 
President reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 





Tuespay, December 13. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 8th instant for the choice of an 
Assistant Doorkeeper ; and the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed to the first Monday in 
January next. 

Mr. Tay or, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenue for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by duties on sales at auction, on the postage of 
letters, and on licenses to retail wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise ;” reported it 
with amendments. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, and others ; 
and on motion, by Mr. Smiru, the further consid- 
eration thereof was postponed until the second 
Monday in January next. 

A bill authorizing the appointment of certain 
naval officers therein named, was read a third time 
and passed. 

he bill authorizes the President of the Uni- 
ted States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint one Vice Admiral, and two 
Rear Admirals; and fixes their compensation. ] 





Wenpnespay, December 14. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in 


the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying duties on spirits dis- 
tilled within the United States, and by amending 
the act laying duties on licenses to distillers of 
spirituous liquors, except the amendment to the 
tenth section, and the amendment striking out 
the twenty-fifth section of the bill, and that they 
disagree to the said amendment to the tenth sec- 
tion, and to the striking out the said twenty-fifth 
section, 

The Senate resumed, as in committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by duties on sales at auction, on the 
postage of letters, and on licenses to retail wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise,” to- 
gether with the amendments reported thereto by 
the select committee ; and the amendments were 
agreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Horsey, to strike out the 
second section of the bill, as follows: 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the first day of February next, there shall be ad- 
ded to the rates of postage, as at present established by 
law, a sum equal to fifty per centum upon the amount 
of such rates respectively, for the use of the United 
States. And the said additional sum of fifty per cen- 
tum shall be charged, collected, paid, and accounted 
for, in like manner, by the same officer, subject in all 
respects to the same regulations and provisions, and 
with the like fines, penalties, forfeitures, and remedies, 
for breaches of the law, as are provided for charging, 
collecting, and paying the original rates of postage to 
which the said sum of fifty per centum is hereby added 
and attached.” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays, 14, as follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, Gore, Hor- 
sey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, and 
Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, Condit, Fro- 
mentin, Gaillard, Morrow, Roberts, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Vatnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

And the bill having been further amended, the 
President reported it to the House accordingly. 

On motion, by Mr. Tay or, to insert, in section 
5, line 9, after the word “act,” the following 
words, “except the rates of postage :’”’ it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 12, as 
follows. 

Yxsas—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Dana, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Horsey, Lambert, Roberts, Tait, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Turner, Varnum, and Wharton. 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Chace, Condit, Daggett, 
Fromentin, Gore, Hunter, King, Mason, Morrow. 
Smith, and Walker. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Gore gave notice, that to-morrow, he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill authorizing pay- 
ment to the widow of Elbridge Gerry, deceased, 
late Vice President of the United States, of such 
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salary as would have been payable to him during 
the residue of the term for which he was elected, 
had he so long lived. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government and maintaining the public credit by 
laying duties on spirits distilled within the Uni- 
tel States, and by amending the act laying duties 
on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors.” 

On motion, by Mr. Taytor, 

Resolved, That they insist on their amendment 
to the tenth section. 

On motion, by Mr. German, that they insist on 
their amendments, striking out the twenty-fifth 
section of the bill, it was determined in the affir- 
mative—yeas 14, nays 9, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Condit, Daggett, Dana, Gaillard, 
German, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, 
Smith, Thompson, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, Morrow, Rob- 
erts, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Wharton. 

So it was Resolved, That the Senate insist on 
their amendments disagreed to by the Hoase of 
Representatives, and ask a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Taytor, Kina, and 
Buievsoe, be the managers at the said conference 
on the part of :he Senate. 











Tuurspay, December 15. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“ An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to call upon the several States and Terri- 
tories thereof for their respective quotas of eighty 
thousand four hundred and thirty militia, for the 
defence of the frontiers of the United States 
against invasion,” with amendments, in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. They 
insist on their disagreement to the amendment of 
the Senate to the tenth section, and to the amend- 
ment striking out the twenty-fifth section of the 
bill, entitled “ An act to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on spirits distilled within the United States, 
and by amending the act laying duties on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors.” They agree to 
the conference proposed on the subject, and have 
appointed managers on their part. 

Mr. Varnum presented the petition of Daniel 
Renner and Nathaniel Heath, stating that, at the 
time of the incursion of the enemy, they were 
proprietors of an extensive manufactory of cor- 
dage, in the City of Washington, and had on 
hand a large quantit 
totally consumed an 
praying indemnification therefor, for reasons sta- 
ted in the petition; which was read, and the peti- 
tion, together with the accompanying documents, 
was referred to the committee to whom was re- 


ferred, on the 23d of September, the memorial of 


the President and Directors of the Eastern Branch 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—5 
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Bridge Company, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
— of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by duties on sales at auction, on the 
postage of letters, and on licenses to retail wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise,” was 
read a third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
19, nays 7, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Lacock, Mason, 
Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Taylor, Turner, 
Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Naxs—Messrs. Daggett, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, 
King, Lambert, and Thompson. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
amendments; and on motion, by Mr. Fromentin, 
the title was amended, to strike out “on the post- 
age of letters,” and insert, at the end thereof, 
‘and for increasing the rates of postage.” 

Mr. Gore asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill authorizing payment to the widow of El- 
bridge Gerry, deceased, late Vice President of the 
United States, of such salary as would have been 
payable to him, during the residue of the term 
for which he was elected, had he so long lived; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act to authorize the President of 
the United States to call upon the several States 
and Territories thereof for their respective quotas 
of eighty theusand four hundred and thirty mili- 
tia, for the defence of the frontiers of the United 
States against invasion.” 

On motion, by Mr. Smrrna, they were referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Ordered, That the bill last mentioned, as 
amended, by the House of Representatives, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion, by Mr. Horsey, 

Resolved, That the resolution which passed the 


| Senate on the 7th instant, calling for a specifica- 
| tion of the various post offices in the States re- 


spectively, &c., be and the same is hereby re- 
scinded. 

On mation, by Mr. Horsey, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a statement containing a specification of 
the various post offices in the States respectively, 
of the emoluments of the postmasters, and the 
amount of expenditures incident to their respec- 


of materials, which were | tive offices, from the first day of January, 1814, 
destroyed by them; and | to the first day of July, in the same year; and, 


also, the amount of the gross and net revenue de- 
rived therefrom during the same period. 


Frivay, December 16. 
The Senate spent most of this day in the con- 
sideration of Executive business. , 
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Saturpay, December 17. 

The bill authorizing payment to the widow of 
Elbridge Gerry, deceased, late Vice President of 
the United States, of such salary as would have 
been — to him during the residue of the 

or 


term for which he was elected, had he so long 
lived, was read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; and no amend- 
ment having been agreed to, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossea and read a third time? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 14, 
nays 12, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Brown, Chace, Daggett, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, Gore, Hunter, King, Mason, Robinson, Smith, 
Tait, Taylor, and Thompson. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bledsoe, Condit, German, 
Lacock, Lambert, Morrow, Roberts, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, and Wharton. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the managers on the part of 
the Senate, at the conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill, entitled “ An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States and Territories thereof, 
and by amending the act laying duties on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors,” reported : 


“That the said managers have met and conferred 
with the managers on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and have agreed with them to recommend 
to the Senate to amend the amendment to the tenth 
section, to strike out the whole of the tenth section. 

“That the Senate do recede from their amendment, 
to strike out the 25th section of said bill. 


“ And, to conform the 18th section to the amend- | 4 


ments in other parts of the bill, by which ‘ February’ 
was inserted in lieu of ‘ January,’ in line 13, of said 
section, to strike out ‘January,’ and insert ‘February.” 


On motion, by Mr. Taytor, 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report 
of the managers on their part, at the conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on 
the bill last mentioned. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That they so far recede from their 
amendments, disagreed to by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, as to adopt the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee on so much 
of the Message of the President of the United 
States as relates to military affairs, to whom were 
referred the amendments of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill, entitled “ An act to author- 
ize the President of the United States to call 
upon the several States and Territories thereof 
for their respective quotas of eighty thousand 
four hundred and thirty militia, for the defence 
of the frontiers of the United States against inva- 
sion,” together with the bill, reported that the 
Senate concur therein, in part, with certain modi- 
fications. 





Monpay, December 19. 
_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in all 
Ahe amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
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“ An act to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by duties on sales at 
auction, on the postage of letters, and on licenses 
to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise,” except the amendment to the filth 
section, to which amendment they disagree. They 
have passed a bill, entitled “ An act giving further 
time to locate certain claims to lands, confirmed 
by an act of Congress, entitled “ An act confirm- 
ing certain claims to lands in the district of Vin- 
cennes;” a bill, entitled “ An act to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, on horses 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage, and 
on gold and silver watches ;” in which bills they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to call upon the several 
States and Territories thereof for their respective 
quotas of eighty thousand four hundred and thirty 
militia, for the defence of the frontiers of the 
United States against invasion,” together with the 
report of the select committee thereon. Where- 


on, 

Teal) That they agree to some, and disa- 
gree to other amendments of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to this bill. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ment, disa we | to by the House of Representa- 
tives, to the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by duties on sales at auction, on the postage of 
letters, and on licenses to retail wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That they recede therefrom. 

The engrossed bill authorizing payment to the 
widow of Elbridge Gerry, deceased, late Vice 
President of the United States, of such salary as 
would have been payable to him during the resi- 
due of the term for which he was elected, had he 
so long lived, was read a third time, and passed. 





Tuespay, December 20. 


The credentials of Jonatsan Roperrs, ap- 
pointed a Senator by the Legislature of the State 
of Pennsylvania, for the term of six years, com- 
mencing on the fourth of March next, were read, 
and laid on file. 

Mr. Gore submitted the following motion for 
consideration; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be au- 
thorized to pay, out of the contingent fund, tho ex- 
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nses incurred for the funeral of the late Vice Presi- may possess of the force and condition of the vessels 
vent of the United States, whenever the same shall | of war of the enemy on the same Lake; and such in- 
have been allowed and certified by the committee of | formation as he may deem it proper to communicate 
arrangement. of the means and preparation requisite for the purpese 


: : ‘ iwi : f acquiring and maintaining the naval ascendency on 

The bill, entitled “ An act giving further time | % 8°duiring anc : 
to locate certain elaims to lands, confirmed by an ai ro if or ee marae at be contempla- 
act of Congress, entitled ‘An act confirming cer- | ‘°° 07 Me Part ob Me Mint ” 
tain claims to lands in the district of Vincennes,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the Tuurspay, December 22. 

Somer tscead ct 'At agliar od oe | Tie "ataiot thang the Sete ofthe 
e ate to pay, out of the contingent fun 
Indiana Territor , to consider and report thereon. atenin jaehaiel for the funeral of the late Vice 
canes aan ae ene ak care | Eines mes ved thirty ond perl 
-| follows: 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay-| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
ing duties on various goods, wares, and merchan- authorized to pay, out of the contingent fund, the 
dise, nereeeerst sornen oe. Vener nantes, ae aaneees _ ne om of os late Vice 
was rea © seco elerred to the ident of t nited States, whenever th 
ear ott nas was refer red, co a cpio sable shall nacetines allowed and certified by the 
the bill, entitle n act to provide additional | e9mmittee of arrangement. 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- The cebcadanaan ina the bill, entitled “An act 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by laying | supplemental to the acts authorizing a loan for 
duties on spirits distilled within the United States the several sums of twenty-five millions of dol- 
and the Territories thereof, and by amending the | Jars, and three millions of dollars,” was read a 
act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirit- | third time as amended, and passed with amend- 
uous liquors,” to consider and report thereon. ndantins ; 

The bill, entitled “ An act to provide additional The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern-| motion made yesterday, by Mr. Hunter, relative 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by laying | to vessels of war on Lake Ontario. 
duties on household furniture, on horses kept ex- Ona motion, by Mr. Briss, it Was agreed to take 
closely for tba sadn or canrlage, and a gold | the questiun by yeas and nays; and, on motion 
and silver watches,” was read the second time,| by Mr. Biss, the further consideratiou thereof, 
and referred to the committee last mentioned, to des postponed until to-morrow. : 
consider and report thereon. Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled he act giving fur- 
ther time to locate certain claims to lands con- 

Th an anon f firmed by an act of Congress, entitled ‘An act con- 

e resolution authorizing the Secretary of | firming certain claims to lands in the district of 
Sree neared eee acre oP eatin | Vincennes” reported i wishout amendment nd 
; , e bill was considered as in 
b owns “Co ao eae Wilkeiieaes Whole, and amended 3 — the President reported 
; it to the H ingly. 
amendment having been proposed, the resolution f On on mosstieh, shalt the amendment be en- 
ine ordered to be engrossed, and read a third | grossed and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
’ in the affirmative. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom r Mr. aaa ieassaipeiel of Wil- 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act supplemen- | jjan, Gamble stating that he had been appointed, 
tal to the acts authorizing a loan for the several | on the 15th of February, 1806, inspector of the 
sums of twenty-five millions of dollars, and three | oystoms in the district of Niagara, and had per- 
millions of dollars,” reported it with amendments, | formed the duties confided to him, fur which he 
which were considered as in Committee of the | had not received adequate compensation, as is 
Woes nad patent 10 390d Pe auinen’ ted ouneet in the wemieriol ; and praying relief; and 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en-| © ™°™°™ WAS Fe80- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. Frivay, December 23. 

The Paesipent communicated a letter from the | A message from the House of Representatives 
Honorable Tuomas Wortaincron, notifying the | informed the Senate that the House insist on their 
nego of his seat in the Senate ; which was | amendments, disagreed to by the Senate, to the 
read. bill, entitled “An act to authorize the President 








er etn senses 








Mr. Hunter submitted the following motion | of the United States to call upon the several 
for consideration : States and Territories thereof for their respective 
Resolved, That the President of the United States | quotas of eighty thousand four hundred and thirty 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate the | militia, fur the defence of the frontiers of the Uni- 
force and condition of the vessels of war of the United | ted States against invasion.” They ask a con- 
States on Lake Ontario, and such information as he| ference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
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revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 

ment, and maintaining chad credit, by lay- 

ing a direct tax upon the United States, and to 

provide for assessing and collecting the same,” 

was read the second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee to whom was referred, the 1st instant, the 

bill, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying duties 

to the second reading. on spirits distilled within the United States and 
On motion, by Mr. Brown, Territories thereof, and by amending the act lay- 
Resolved, That the Senate insist on their disa- | iag duties un licenses to distillers of spirituous 








Houses, and have appointed managers on their 
part. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
palilis credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Uni- 
ted States, and to previde for assessing and col- 
lecting the same ;” in which bill they request the 
concurrence of the Seuate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 


oo to the amendments of the House of | liquors,” to consider and report thereon. 
epresentatives to the bill, entitled “An actto| The bill to provide for leasing certain lands re- 
authorize the President of the United States to call | served for the support of schools in the Missis- 
upon the several States and Territories thereof | sippi Territory was read the second time, and 
for their respective quotas of eighty thousand | considered as in Committee of the Whole; and 
four hundred and thirty militia, for the defence | on motion, by Mr. Smira, the further considera- 
of the frontiers of the United States against in- | tion thereof was postponed to Monday next. 
vasion ;” and agree to the conference proposed | Mr. Biss, from the managers apointed on the 
thereon. part of the Senate, to confer with those appointed 
Ordered, That Messrs. Brss, Brown, and Ger- | by the House of Representatives, on the disagree- 
MAN, be the managers on the part of the Senate. | ing votes of the two Houses on the bill “ to au- 
The amendment to the bill entitled “An act | thorize the President of the United States to call 
iving further time to locate certain claims to | upon the several States and Territories thereof 
ands confirmed by an act of Congress, entitled | for their respective quotas of eighty thousand 
‘An act confirming certain claims to lands in the | four hundred and a militia, for the defence 
district of Vincennes,” was read a third time as | of the frontiers of the 
amended, and further amended by unanimous vasion,” reported : 


consent. gee “ That a conference has been had, and the managers 
Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. | have agreed to recommend to their respective Houses— 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the| “1. That, in lieu of the amendment proposed by the 
motion made the 21st instant, by Mr. Hunter, | House of Representatives, to strike out the words ‘ two 
relative to vessels of war on Lake Ontario. years,’ and to insert ‘ one year,’ in the 4th line of the 
On motion by Mr. Roperrts, that the further | first section, the words ‘eighteen months’ be inserted ; 
consideration thereof be postponed to the second | and that the same modification be made where the 
Monday in March, it was determined in the affir- yo on vas H Corer br other motes the all 
tive—veas 15. n 12 foll : “2. at the fouse of hepresentatives recede 
oe ‘sailed aeee teats aca Condit, Gail their amendment proposed to be inserted at the end 
tard, German Sink Mokow R aarti ‘Robinson, of the 4th line of the first section, after the word ‘ dis- 
, . , ; : ’ | charged.” 
ee et Dene Gesu ataiin “3, That the Senate recede from their disagreement 
Gore, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, Tait, imriGmATRONS which proposes to strike out the 7th 
an ompson. ’ 


; “4, That the House of Representatives agree to the 
Mr. Taycor, from the eommittee to whom was | modifications proposed by the Senate to their amend- 


referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- | ments in the ninth section.” 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 


nited States against in- 





by laying duties on various goods, wares, and Monpay, December 26. 
merchandise, manufactured within the United| Mr.Dacaerr presented several petitions, signed 
States,” reported it with amendments. by a great number of the inhabitants of the State 


On motion, by Mr. Lacock, the memorial of | of Connecticut, remonstrating against the trans- 
William Gamble, presented the 22d instant, was | portation and opening of the mailon the Sabbath; 
referred to a select committee, to consider and | and the petitions were read, and referred to a se- 
report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. | lect committee, to consider and report thereon by 
Lacock, Cuace, and German, were appointed | bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Daccert, Smits, 
the Committee. and Morrow, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Biss, from the committee, appointed the; Mr. Taompson presented several petitions, 
3d instant, to consider the subject, reported a bill | signed by a great number of the inhabitants of the 
to provide for leasing certain lands reserved for | State of New Hampshire, on the same su)ject; 
the use of schools in the Mississippi Territory ;; which were read; and referred to the committee 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second | last mentioned, to consider and report thereon by 








reading. bill or otherwise. . er 
Mr. Kine presented the memorial of William 
Saturpay. December 24. Bryar and others, manufacturers of tubacco in 


The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional ' the city of New York, praying that a specific duty 
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a 
may be laid, instead of an ad valorem, on manu- 
factured tobacco, as proposed by the bill, entitled 
“ An act to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintain- 
ing the public credit, by laying duties on various 
goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured 
within the United States,” for reasons stated at 
large in the memorial; which was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to provide for 
leasing certain lands reserved for the use of schools 
in the Mississippi Territory ; and the bill having 
been amended, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly ; and on motion, by Mr. Biss, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues, for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying duties on various 
goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured 
within the United States,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and the amendments having been agreed 
to, the President reported the bill to the House ac- 
cordingly, and it was further amended; and, on 
motion, by Mr. German, to strike out, of section 
1, lines 12 and 13, the words, “ made wholly or 
in part by machinery :” on motion, by Mr Samira, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The Presipentr communicated a representation 
of the commissioners appoigted by the act “ provi- 
ding for the indemnification of certain claimants 
of public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” sta- 
ting their inability, without neglecting their offi- 
cial duties, to perform the duties therein enjuined ; 
and the representation was read, and referred to 


a select committee, to consider and report thereon | 


by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. TayLor, Hun- 
TER, and Gore, were appointed the committee. 





Tuespay, December 27. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to provide for leasing certain lands reserved 
for the support of schools in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory; and the bill was further amended. On the 
question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a 
third time as amended ? it was determined in the 
affirmative, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties On Various goods, wares, and merchandise, 
manufactured within the United States,” together 
with the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. 
German; and the amendment was agreed to, and 
the bill further amended; and, on motion, by Mr. 
Smits, to add a new section to the bill, as follows: 
“ And be it further enacted, That the duties hereby 
laid oa and may be drawn back upon all articles on 
which duty is laid by the first section of this act after 
the ninety days, which shall be exported from the Uni- 


Senare. 








ted States: Provided, That no drawback shall be al- 


lowed on any exportation as aforesaid, in any instance 
where the same shall amount to less than twelve dol- 
lars :’ 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 15, as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Dana, Fromentin, German, Gore, 
Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, ‘Thomp- 
son, Walker, and Wells. 

Nays—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Chase Condit, Dag- 
gett, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Wharton. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amended 7 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, on horses 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage, and 
on gold and silver watches,” reported it with 
amendments. 

Mr. Kine submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
and is hereby requested, pursuant to the act, entitled 
“An act further to amend the several acts for the es- 
tablishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, and 
Navy Departments,” to cause to be laid before the 
Senate a statement of the contingent expenses of the 
Navy Department; and also, a statement of all pur- 
chases and contracts for supplies or services, made by 
or under the authority of the Navy Department, in the 
respective years 1812, 1813, and 1814, specifying the 
names of persons from whom purchases or with whom 
contracts have been made, the places of delivery, the 
prices, the amount of money advanced or paid, and the 
quantity of articles supplied. 


Mr. Daacett submitted the following motion, 
which was read and passed to the second reading : 


Resolved, That a committee of three members be ap- 
pointed, who, jointly with such committee as may be 
appointed by the House of Representatives, shall be a 
committee to inquire into the expenses of stationery, 
printing, and binding, under the authority of both 
Houses of Congress, and into the expediency of estab- 
lishing permanent rules for regulating and conducting 
the printing and binding, and for the supply of station- 
ery, of the Senate and House of Representatives, and 
to report thereupon. 





Wepnespay, December 28. 


Mr. Tay or, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for assessing and collecting the 
same,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Honrer, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the President 
of the United States to cause to be built, equipped, 
and employed, one or more floating batteries, for 
the defence of the waters of the United States; 











139 


SENATE. 


and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 27th 
instant, by Mr. Kina, for statements of the contin- 

ent expenses, purchases, and contracts, for the 
avy Department. 

On motion, by Mr. Kina, it was agreed to take 
the question by yeasand nays; and on motion, by 
Mr. Roserts, the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

The resolution for the appointment of a joint 
committee to inquire into the expenses of the 
printing, &c., of Congress, and into the expediency 
of establishing permanent rules for regulating the 
same, was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole; and the resolution 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


REVENUE BILL. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on household furni- 
ture, on horses kept exclusively for the saddle or 
carriage, and on gold and silver watches,” together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the se- 
lect committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Tay or, to agree to the first 
amendment reported by the select committee, as 
follows: 


After the word “scale,” section 1, line 8, strike out 
to the word “dollars,” in the 26th line, and in lieu 
thereof, insert the following : 

“If above one hundred dollars and not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, thirty cents on every hundred 
dollars of the whole value. 

“Tf above one hundred and not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, thirty-five cents on every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above one thousand and not exceeding fifteen 
hundred dollars, forty cents upon every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above fifteen hundred and not exceeding two 
thousand dollars, forty-five cents upon every hundred 
dollars of the whole value. 

“If above two thousand and not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, fifty cents on every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above three thousand and not exceeding four 
thousand dollars, sixty cents on every hundred dol- 
lars of the whole value. 

“ If above four thousand and not exceeding five thou- 
sand dollars, seventy cents on every hundred dollars of 
the whole value. 

**If above five thousand and not exceeding six thou- 
sand dollars, eighty cents on every hundred dollars of 
the whole value. 

“If above six thousand and not exceeding seven 
thousand dollars, ninety-cents en every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above seven thousand and not exceeding eight 
thousand dollars, one hundred cents on every hundred 
dollars of the whole value. ° 

“If above eight thousand and not exceding nine 
thousand dollars, one hundred and ten cents on every 
hundred dollars of the whole value. 
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“If above nine thousand and not exceeding ten 
thousand dollare, one hundred and twenty cents on 
every hundred dollars of the whole value. 

“If above ten thousand dollars, one hundred and 
thirty cents on every hundred dollars of the whole 
value.” 

A division of the question was called for by 
Mr. Varnom, and it was taken on striking out, 
and determined in the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 
3, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, Daggett, Fro- 
mentin, Gaillard, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lam- 
bert, Mason, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tufner, Walker, and Wells. 

Nayrs—Messrs. Condit, Varnum, and Wharton. 


The question recurring on inserting the pro- 
posed amendment, it was determined in the affir- 
mative—yeas 20, nays 4, as follows: 

Yzras—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Chace, Daggett, Fro- 
mentin, Gaillard,’ Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, 
Mason, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Thompson, Turner, and Walker. 

Nays—-Messrs. Condit, Varnum, 
Wharton. 

The second amendment reported by the com- 
mittee was agreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Smrru, to strike out, sec- 
tion 1, lines 28 to 37, inclusive, the following: 

‘“« That there shall be, and hereby is, likwise imposed 
an annual duty of one dollar on every horse chiefly 
used for the saddle; and of one dollar and fifty cents 
on every horse chiefly used for any carriage liable to 
duty under the act, entitled ‘An act to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, and maintaining the public credit, by duties 
on carriages and the harness used therefor ;’ and one 
dollar and fifty cents for every horse so kept both for 
the saddle and carriage ; which duty shall be paid by 
the owner of such horse.” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 17, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Horscy, 
Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, Turner, and 
Wells. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, Chace, Con- 
dit, Gaillard, German, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Varnum, Walker, and 
Wharton. 

And the bill having been further amended, the 
President reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question to agree to the amendment 
made in Committee of the Whole, to strike out, of 
section 1, line 7,the word “two,” and to ivsert, in 
lieu thereof, “one:” it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 10, nays 19, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Chace, Daggett, Fromentin, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morrow, Smith, and Taylor. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Condit, Dana, Gail- 
lard, German, Gore, Horsey, Lacock, Lambert, Rob- 
erts, Robinson, ‘lait, Thompson, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, Wells, and Wharton. 

On motion, by Mr. Tay cor, further to amend 
the bill, by striking out the word “one,” in tae 
third line of the first amendment reported by 
the select committee, and in lieu thereof, insert 
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“two? it was determined in the affirmative ; 
and, on motion, by Mr. Lacock, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the first and second recommendations of the com- 
mittee of conference, on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses, on the bill, entitled “An act to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
call upon the several States and Territories 
thereof for their respective quotas of eighty thou- 
sand four hundred and thirty militia, for the de- 
fence of the frontiers of the United States against 
invasion,” and they agree to the fourth recom- 
mendation of the said committee. They insist 
on their said disagreement, and ask further con- 
ference upon the subject-matter of the amend- 
ments depending to the bill aforesaid, and have 
appointed managers on their part. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the report of the committee of con- 
ference on their part, made the 24th instant, on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill last mentioned. 

On motion, by Mr. Kine, that the said bill, to- 
gether with the report of the conferees, be post- 
poned to the second Monday in March next, it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 
13, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Chace, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Rob- 
inson, Thompson, Varnum, and Wells. 

Nays—Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Condit, Gaillard, 
Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 
Walker, and Wharton. 








Trurspay, December 29. 


Mr. Varnoum submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 


Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred 
so much of the Message of the President of the United 
States, of the 20th day of September last, as relates to 
the Military Establishment, be instructed to report a 
bill authorizing and requesting the President of the 
United States to call upon the proper authority of 
each State and Territory to furnish, according to the 
provisions of, and for purposes prescribed by, the Con- 
stitution of the United States, their respective propor- 
tions of thousand militia, officers included, armed 
and equipped, according to law, to serve for nine 
months, after they shall arrive at their respective places 
of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged ; to be organ- 
ized into companies, regiments, brigades, and divi- 
sions, by proper authority in each State and Territory, 
agreeable to the principles of law, which provide for the 
organization of the militia of the United States, and 
holden in readiness to take the field by the first day 
of April next; the apportionment among the States 
and Territories to be made in the bill, in conformity 
with the provision of the Constitution for apportioning 
direct taxes. 


The engrossed bill, to provide for leasing cer- 
tain lands reserved for the support of schools in 
the Mississippi Territory, was read a third time, 
and passed. 
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The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to 
provide additional revenues for defraying the ex- 
enses of Government, and maintaining the pub- 
lie credit, by laying duties on various goods, wares, 
and merchandise, manufactured within the Uni- 
ted States,” was read a third time as amended. 
On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed ? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 22, 
nays 7, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, Hunter, 
King, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Dana, German, Horsey, Lambert, 
Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
amendments. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to cause to be built, equipped, and em- 

loyed, one or more floating batteries, for the de- 
han of the waters of the United States, was 
read the second time. 

The resolution for the appointment of a joint 
committee, to inquire into the expenses of print- 
ing, &c., of Congress, and into the expediency of 
establishing permanent rules for regulating the 
same, was read a third time and passed. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Daccerr, FromMeENTIN, 
and Morrow, be the committee on the part of 
the Senate. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred on the 26th instant, reported 
a bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act providing for the indemnification of certain 
claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory ;” and the bill was read and passed to the 
second reading. 


REVENUE BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on household furniture, on horses kept ex- 
clusively for the saddle or carriage, and on gold 
and silver watches,” 

On motion, by Mr. Daaaerrt, to strike out, sec- 
tion 1, line 2, after the word “assembled,” the 
following: 


“That there shall be, and hereby is, imposed an an- 
nual duty on all household furniture kept for use, the 
value of which in any one family, with the exception 
of beds, bedding, kitchen furniture, family pictures, 
and articles made in the family from domestic materi- 
als, shall exceed two hundred dollars in money, accord- 
ing to the following scale: 

“Tf above two hundred dollars and not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, thirty cents on every hundred 
dollars of the whole value. 

“Tf above five hundred and not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, thirty-five cents on every hundred dol- 
lars of the whole value. 

“If above one thousand and not exceeding fifteen 
hundred dollars, forty cents on every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above fifteen hundred and not exceeding two 
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thousand dollars, forty-five cents on every hundred dol- 
lars of the whole value. 

“If above two thousand and not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, fifty cents on every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above three thousand and not exceeding four 
thousand dollars, sixty cents on every hundred dollars 
of the whole value. 

“If above four thousand and not exceeding five 
thousand dollars, seventy cents on every hundred dol- 
lars of the whole value. 

“If above five thousand and not exceeding six 
thousand dollars, eighty cents on every hundred dol- 
lars of the whole value. 

“If above six thousand and not exceeding seven 
thousand dollars, ninety cents on every hundred dol- 
lars of the whole value. 

“If above seven thousand dollars, one hundred cents 
on every hundred dollars of the whole value; which 
duty shall be paid by the owner of the said household 
furniture.” 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 18, as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, Gore, Hor- 
sey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, and 
Thompson. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, Lacock, Morrow, 
Reberts, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
Walker, and Wharton. 


And the bill having been further amended, on 
the question, Shall the amendments be engrossed 


and read a third time as amended? it was de-| , 


termined in the affirmative. 





Fripay, December 30. 


Josern Kerr, appointed a Senator by the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, in place of Thomas Worthing- 
ton, resigned, ed his credentials, was quali- 
fied and took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Roperts ee the memorial of the 
representatives of the religious society of Friends 
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, rep- 
resenting that they are conscientiously prohibited 
from partaking in the sanguinary struggles of 
war, and praying a solemn act of legislative con- 
sent to the rights of conscience ; and the memo- 
rial was read, and referred to the committee on 
the militia of the United States, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Morrow presented several petitions, signed 
bya — number of the inhabitants of the State 
of Ohio, remonstrating against the transportation 
and opening of the mai] on the Sabbath ; and the 
petitions were read, and referred to the committee 
to whom were referred, on the 26th instant, sev- 
eral petitions on the same subject, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. SmitH announced the death of the Hon- 
orable Ricuarp Brent, a Senator from the State 
of Virginia, who deceased this morning. 

Whereupon, on motion, by Mr. Samira, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintending the funeral of the 
Honorable Ricnarp Brent; and that the Sen 
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ate will attend the same; and that notice of the 

event be given to the House of Representatives, 
d, That Messrs. Smirn, Varnoum, Tur- 

npeR, Gore, and Daacert, be the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Smita, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of 
the Senate, from a sincere desire of showin 
every mark of respect due to the memory of the 
Honorable Ricnarp Brent, deceased, late a mem- 
ber thereof, will go into mourning for him one 
month, by the usual mode of wearing a crape 
round the left arm. 

On motion, by Mr. Samira, 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate be 
requested to notify the Executive of the State of 
Virginia of the death of the Honorable Ricnarp 
Brent, late a Senator of the United States from 
that State. 

On motion. by Mr. Smita, 

Resolved, That, as an additional mark of re- 
spect for the memory of the Honorable Ricuarp 

RENT the Senate now adjourn. 





Saturpay, December 31. 


_The number of Senators present not being sufli- 
cient to constitute a quorum, on motion, the 
Senate adjourned. 





Mownpay, January 2, 1815. 
Mr. Lacock, from the committee to whom the 
ubject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 
of William Gamble; and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act providing for the indemnification of certain 
claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory,” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by du- 
ties on household furniture, on horses kept exclu- 
sively for the saddle or carriage, and on gold and 
silver watches,” was read a third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
16, nays 9, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brown, Chace, Con- 
dit, Gaillard, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robin- 
son, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Nays—Messrs. Daggett, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, Smith, Thompson, and Wells. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Tayuor, the title was 
amended by striking out the words “on horses 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage.” 

Phe Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted the 28th ultimo, by Mr. Var- 
num, which was amended and agreed to as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the twentieth day of 
September last, as relates to the Military Estab- 
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lishment, be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of authorizing and requesting the Presi- 


authority in each State and Territory to furnish, 
according to the provisions of, and for the pur- 
poses prescribed by, the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, their respective proportions of eighty 
thousand militia, officers included, armed and 

uipped according to law, to serve for nine 
months, after they shall arrive at their respective 
places of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged ; 
to be organized into companies, regiments, bri- 
gades, and divisions, by the proper authority in 
each State and Territory, agreeable to the prin- 
ciples of law which provide for the organization 
of the militia of the United States, and holden 
in readiness to take the field by the first day of 
April next: the apportionment among the States 
and Territories to be made in the bill, in con- 
formity with the provisions of the Constitution, 
for apportioning direct taxes. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion for the choice of an Assistant Doorkeeper 
to the Senate; and, on motion, by Mr. Turner, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
to the first Monday in February. 

Mr. Horsey submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Fiscal Committee be instructed 
to prepare and report a bill allowing drawbacks of the 
duties imposed on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
manufactured within the United States, and which 
shall be exported from the United States to any foreign 
port or place. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the 
United States, and to provide for assessing and 
collecting the same.” 

On motion, by Mr. Turner, to strike out, sec- 
tiun 1, line 3, “six millions,” and to insert, in lieu 
thereof, “ four millions five hundred thousand :” 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 7, nays 
20, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Condit, Lambert, 
Smith, Turner, and Wharton. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bledsoe, Brown, Chace, Daggett, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, 
King, Lacock, Mason, Morrow, Roberts, Tait, Taylor, 
Thompson, Varnum, and Walker. 


_On motion, by Mr. Brown, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unrrep Srates: 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 


I lay before Congress a report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, containing a statement of proceedings 
under the “Act to regulate the laying out and making 
a road from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to 


the State of Ohio.” 


JAMES MADISON. 
Janvary 2, 1815. 


Proceedings. 





















Senate. 


The Message and report therein referred to 


were read, and ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 


Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 


referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
President of the United States to accept the ser- 
vices of volunteers, who may associate and organ- 
ize themselves, and offer their services to the 
Government of the United States,” reported it 
with amendments. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to cause to be 
built, equipped, and employed, one or more float- 
ing batteries, for the defence of the waters of the 
United States; and the bill having been amended, 
the President reported it to the House accord- 


ingly. 


On motion, by Mr. Daccerr, the further con- 


sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 





Tuespay, January 3. 
The bill for the relief of William Gamble was 


read the second time. 


The Senate resumed the motion made the 2d 


instant, by Mr. Horsey, which was amended and 
agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 


prepare and report a bill allowing drawbacks of 
the duties imposed on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, manufactured within the United States, and 
which shall be exported from the United States 
to any foreign port or place. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Horsey, Smiru, and 


Dana, be the committee. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


resolution reported, on the 28th November, by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, relative to the in- 
expediency of conferring naval rank by brevet. 


On motion, by Mr. Tait, the further consider- 


ation thereof was postponed to the second Mon- 
cons March next. 


he Senate resumed the consideration of the 


bill, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 


nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying a 
direct tax upon the United States, and to provide 
for assessing and collecting the same.” 

On motion, by Mr. Mason, to amend the twenty- 
seventh section, by striking out the following: 


“But in all cases where the property liable to a 
direct tax under this act, or the said act of Congress, 
entitled “An act to lay and collect a direct tax within 
the United States,’’, shall not be divisible, so as to en- 
able the collector, by a sale of a part thereof, to raise 
the whole amount of the tax, with all costs, charges, 
and commissions, the whole of such property shall be 
sold, the collector having first obtained the approba- 
tion, in writing, of the principal assessor for the dis- 
trict therefor; and the surplus of the proceeds of the 
sale, after satisfying the tax, costs, charges, and com- 
missions, shall be paid to the owner of the property or 
his legal representatives, or if he or they cannot be 
found, or refuse to receive the same, then such surplus 
shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United States, 
to be there held for the use of the owner, or his legal 
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representatives, until he or they shall make application 
therefor to the Secretary of the Treasury, who, upon 
such application, shall, by warrant on the Treasurer, 
cause the same to be paid to the applicant.” 

It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 13, 
nays 10, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bledsoe, Dana, Gore, Horsey, Hun- 
ter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, Thompson, Var- 
num, Walker, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Daggett, Gaillard, German, 
Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Tait, and ‘Taylor. 

Further amendment having been proposed by 
Mr. Buepsog, on motion, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

‘ The Senate resumed, as in Commitee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplement- 
ary to the act, entitled “An act providing for the 
indemnification of certain claimants of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory; and on mo- 
ticn, by Mr. Hunter, it was referred to a seiect 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Gore, Hunter, and Tay.or, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 





Wepnespay, January 4. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause to be built, equipped, and employed, one 
or more floating batteries, for the defence of the 
waters of the United States; and, on motion, by 
Mr. Samira, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed to Saturday next. 

Mr. Gore, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bili supplementary to the act, enti- 
tled “An act providing for the indemnification of 
certain claimants of public lands in the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” reported it with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to 
some and disagree to other amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States.” 

They disagree to all the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, on horses 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage, and 
on gold and silver watches.” 

The Senate resumed, as in-Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon tke 
United States, and to provide for assessing and 
collecting the same,” and Mr. BLepsog withdrew 
his motion to amend the bill; and the Presipentr 
reported it to the House amended. 

On the question, to agree to the amendments 
made in Committee of the Whole, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


On motion, by Mr. Roperts, that the furthe, 
consideration of the bill be postponed to Monday 
next, it was determined in the negative—yeas § 
nays 21, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Chace, Condit, Hunter, 
Lambert, Roberts, Varnum, and Wells. 

Navs — Messrs. Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, Daggett, 
Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Gore, Kerr, King, 
Lacock, Mason, Morrow, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thomp. 
son, Turner, Walker, and Wharton. 

Oa motion, by Mr. ANpeRson, to adda new 
section to the bill, as follows: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the same 
kind of money, bank notes, or other paper, which the 
United States shall have paid, or may at any time 
hereafter pay, to the militia of the respective States, 
for military services rendered to the United States, 
shall be receivable in the payment of the direct and 
other taxes, which have been, or shall hereafter be, 
authorized by Congress.” 

It was determined in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That they recede from their amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives, except so much of the fifth amendment, as 
follows: “umbrellas and parasols, if above the 
value of two dollars, eight per centum ad va- 
lorem ;” and that they do insist on said amend- 
ment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, on horses 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage, and 
on gold and silver watches.” 

Whereupon, on motion by Mr. Tay.or, 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amend- 
ment disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
lives. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the President of the United States 
to accept the services of volunteers who may as- 
sociate and organize themselves, and offer their 
services to the Government of the United States, 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee; and Mr. Brown sub- 
mitted a new section to be added as an amend- 
ment to the bill. 

Oa motion, it was agreed that the further con- 
sideration thereof be postponed, 

The Senate resumed as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for ths relief 
of William Gamble; and no amendment having 
been proposed, on the question, Shall this bill be 
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urther hird time? it was deter- 
engrossed and read a third time? it was deter 
bed i cnined in the affirmative. 
lunter Tuourspay January 5. 
On motion, by Mr. Morrow, 
ageett, — Resolved, That the committee appointed on 
King, — the memorial of the Legislature of the Indiana 
homp- — ‘Territory, be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
 diency of allowing further time for completing 
new the surveys, and obtaining the patents on locations 
heretofore made under land warrants issued by 
same virtue of resolutions of the Legislature of Virginia, 
ch the ssed prior to the cession of the Northwestern 
y time erritory to the United States, as a bounty for 
States, military services in the Continental line; and that 
states, the committee report by bill or otherwise. 
t and A message from the House of Representatives 
er be, informed the Senate that the House insist on their 
disagreement to the amendment of the Senate to 
the bill, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 
third nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying 
end- duties on various goods, wares, and merchandise, 
2nta- manufactured within the United States.” They 
addi- also insist on their disagreement to the amend- 
s of ments of the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act 
edit, to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
and expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
hited public credit, by laying duties on household furni- 
ture,on horses kept exclusively for the saddle or 
end- carriage, and on gold and silver watches.” They 
nta- ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
t, as two Houses on the bill last mentioned, and have 
the appointed managers on their part. 
va- On motion, by Mr. Tay.or, the Senate agreed 
ond- to the conference proposed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives on the bill last mentioned, and Messrs. 
nd- Tay.or, Biepsog, and DacGett, were appointed 
ita- the managers at the same, on their part. 
‘ide On motion by Mr. Biss, 
s of Resolved, That the Senate ask a conference on 
dit, the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the 
Ses amendment to the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
and additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
2 laying duties on various goods, wares, and mer- 
nd- chandise, manufactured within the United States.” 
ta- Ordered, That Messrs. Tayitor, Buevsoe, and 
Daacerr, be the managers at the same, on their 
the part. 
An The bill for the relief of William Gamble was 
les read a third time, and passed. 
as- The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
eir Whole, the consideration of the bill supplementary 
eS, to the act, entitled “An act providing for the ia- 
to demnification of certain claimants of public lands 
b- in the Mississippi Territory,” together with the 
d- amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and the amendments having been agreed 
a- to, the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly, and it was further amended, and the 
€ bill ordered to be engrossed and read a third time 
ef as amended. 


ye 





Mr. Varnom, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide for 
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the widows and orphans of militiaand volunteer 
soldiers who shall die or be killed in the service 
of the United States,” reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to accept the 
services of volunteers who may associate and 
organize themselves, and offer their services to 
the Government of the United States;”? and Mr. 
Mason submitted an amendment to the bill. On 
motion, it was agreed that the further considera- 
tion thereof be postponed. 

Mr. Biepsoe submitted the following motion 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
Message of the President of the United States as re- 
lates to our naval affairs, be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a naval school. 


DIRECT TAXES. 


The bill entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenue for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the United States, and to 
provide for assessing and collecting the same,” was 
read a third time. 

Mr. Gore, of Massachusetts, addressed the Chair 
as follows— 

Mr. President: This bill imposes burdens ex- 
tremely heavy on all the citizens of our common 
country, and on those with which I am most ac- 
quainted, a load, that, under existing cireum- 
stances, will be intolerable. 

With the principle of the bill, in selecting as 
objects of taxation the lands and buildings of the 
United States, I have no fault to find. 

I consider them as fit and proper subjects of 
revenue, and such assessments calculated to equal- 
ize the burdens of the country, as imposing them 
on all parts, and with more impartiality than can 
be attained by any other mode. 

And, sir, I should feel it my duty to vote fora 
bill, imposing such a tax, to any reasonable 
amount, had it not pleased the Government of the 
nation to place the State, which [ have the honor 
to represent, out of the protection of the United 
States, and to determine, that while it shall bear 
a full proportion of the taxes, none of their fruits 
shall redound to her relief. 

The motives of Congress, in granting supplies, 
are doubtless to provide for the defence of the 
country and the security of its rights, by a safe 
and honorable peace. 

These motives are wise and irresistible; all con- 
cur in the necessity of defending our territory 
against the enemy; and in the assertion and 
maintenance of our essential rights, at every peril, 
and if necessary, by the sacrifice of all that con- 
duces to private ease and personal enjoyment. 

No one feels this truth more sensibly than my- 
self—no one considers the duty more imperative. 

With its obligations I have no compromises to 
make, and in its performance I ask for no limita- 
tions, on account of the folly and@improvidence 
with which the war was waged, nor of the de- 
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grading imbecility and prodigal waste of treasure, 
of blood, and character, by which it has been 
prosecuted. 

The enemy publicly proclaims his purpose, to 
spread desolation, far and wide, on our unprotect- 
ed seacoast. He proceeds to execute his threats 
with a barbarity and baseness, in many instances, 
unprecedented. 

he mansions of the rich, the palaces of the 
nation, and the cottages of the poorest citizens, 
feel alike his disgraceful vengeance. The opu- 
lence of the wealthy is destroyed ; the means of 
subsistence to the impoverished inhabitants of the 
sands are redeemed from his rapacity by grind- 
ing impositions, which the charity of such as be- 
ing out of the reach of his power are alone able 
to supply. Even the ashes of the dead are not 
suffered to repose in quiet. And, as the last act 
of atrocity, your slaves are seized and seduced, 
embodied in military array, and led to the de- 
struction of their masters and the plunder of their 
possessions. 

Whether those acts seek an apology in the con- 
duct of our own Government, we cannot inquire 
for the purpose of weighing our duty to repel his 
attack, hoever comes to our shores, in the 
character of an enemy, must be resisted. We 
must do all in our power to defend ourselves and 
our soil from an invading foe. 

A question arises, have we any grounds for be- 
lieving that the grants of men and money will 
be wisely applied to the purposes of defence and 
protection ? 

Honorable gentlemen will please to go back to 
November, 1811, when the Executive, in winding 
its devious course to the fatal act of June 1842, 
addressed the hopes, the fears, the vanity, and 
pride of the people, and, avowing its duty to estab- 
lish the general security, assured the nation “ that 
* the works of defence on our maritime frontier 
* had been prosecuted with an activity leaving 
‘ little to be added for the completion of the most 
* jmportant ones. The land forces so disposed as 
‘to insure appropriate and important services, 
‘and embodied and marched toward the North- 
‘ western frontiers,” to seek satisfaction for acts, 
which it was declared, had alike “the character 
and effect of war.” 

The subsequent course of things must be full 
in the mind of every one, and the result known 
and felt by all. 

We learn that the same measures are to be pur- 
sued. The Atlantic coast is to be defended as 
heretofore, by attempts on Canada. This is frank- 
ly and formally told to the Congress, that no pre- 
tence can be urged, in future, of disappointment 
or deception. 

I forbear to speak on this subject. In the ac- 
tual state of things, all reasoning must be futile. 
The powers of language cease before the eloquent 
monitors constantly in our view. 

We are doomed to remain in this scene, that 
we may not, for a moment, lose sight of our deg- 
radation and disgrace. 

The Gover@ment had complete information of 
the designs of the enemy, months before his attack 
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on Washington. In this city, were all the means 
of defence, fortresses, ships, cannon, men, and 
money ; here, too, was concentrated all the wis. 
dom of the Administration, to deliberate, examine, 
decide, and prepare for the support of the Capito), 
at least sixty days prior to its destruction, by a 
few thousand worn down and exhausted soldiers, 
You have now in full view, the effect of their 
combined councils—of their individual and united 
talents, prudence, and energies. 

These monuments show, in characters not to 
be mistaken, the future in the past, and the deso- 
lation around. They declare the fate of every 
place, under the influence and protection of our 
Government, if approached by the enemy. 

Congress continues to grant, with no sparing 
hand, supplies of every kind to the same men, in 
the hope, it is imagined, that Heaven may, by 
some miragle, interpose for their application to 
the safety and relief cf the country. 

Permit me, sir, to crave your indulgence, and 
that of the honorable Senate, while I relate the 
condition of the country which I represent, as the 
grounds of the vote I am constrained to give on 
this occasion, The State of Massachusetts hasa 
seacoast of about six hundred miles in extent. Iis 
Eastern boundary joins that of the enemy. Itis, 
of course, peculiarly liable to invasion. The 
President of the United States was avowedly of 
the opinion that it would be invaded immediately 
on the commencement of the war. There were 
several islands, and one of great importance, on 
the Eastern frontier, the title to which was not 
definitively acknowledged by Great Britain. The 
claim of Massachusetts had been allowed, by this 
Power, in a treaty made according to the instruc- 
tions of the President, which treaty the United 
States had chosen to reject. The Government, 
therefore, superadded to the, general obligation 
enjoined upon it, to protect and defend the terri- 
tory of all the States, had incurred a peculiar re- 
sponsibility to guard this particular frontier from 
falling into the hands of the enemy. 

This State has been Jeft entirely unprotected 
and defenceless, and has at no time had within it, 
and destined to its defence, sufficient force of the 
United States, to protect any one point against a 
common and ordinary hostile attack. 

Shortly after the adoption of the Constitution 
she ceded to the United States all the fortresses 
in her possession. These, with all the prominent 
points of land and sites, appropriate for fortifica- 
tions to defend the State against invasion, were, 
and for a long time previous to the war had been, 
in the exclusive possession of the United States. 
The State, therefore, had no authority or juris- 
diction over, nor even to enter them, for any pur- 
pose ; much less to assume the defence of their 
territory, through these means. 

One great and principal object of the Consti- 
tution was to provide by this Government for the 
common defence, and, by the power and resources 
of all the States, to protect each against invasion. 

The preamble declares: “ We, the people of 
‘the United States, in order to form a more per- 
‘fect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
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‘tranquillity, provide for the common defence, | protection and defence, on the Government of 
‘ promote the general welfare, and secure the bles- | the United States. 
‘ sings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,do| No one will pretend that such defence has been 
‘ordain and establish this Constitution.” For | afforded to all the States in the Union. Massa- 
this end, the States surrendered the principal | chusetts has been entirely abandoned. The men 
sources of revenue, over which they, previously, | raised there for the regular Army have been 
had uncontrolled dominion. marched out of the State. 
“The Congress shall have power—to lay and| Within a month after the declaration of war, 
‘ collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay | the Governor of that State was informed, by di- 
‘ the debts, and provide for the common defence,” | rection of the President, that the regular troops 
“to borrow money on the credit of the United | wereall ordered from the seacoast ; and his threat, 
‘ States.” if intended as such, was instantly executed. Thus, 
Here are ample resources, and means commen- | the moment the United States had placed the 
surate to the duties the United States were en-| country in a situation to require defence, and 
joined and undertook to perform. which it was their duty to provide, they wantonly 
This cannot be denied by the men now in pow- | took away the only force which could afford it. 
er; for they abolished many taxes, in full and| It may be said, that the President called forth 
productive operation, at the time they received | the militia, in June and July, 1812, for the pur- 
the Government. pose of making the defence, and protecting the 
Power was also granted to raise and support | State against invasion, and the Governor refused 
every kind of force necessary to insure the com-/| to obey the requisition. On the 12th June, 1812, 
mon defence, and to protect the States against | the President, by his Secretary of War, requested 
invasion, viz: “To raise and support armies.” | Governor Strong to order into the service of the 
“To provide and maintain a Navy.” To exer-| United States, on the requisition of General 
‘ ercise exclusive legislation over all places pur- | Dearborn, such parts of the militia as the General 
‘ chased by the consent of the Legislatures of the | might deem necessary for the defence of the sea- 
‘ States in which the same shall be, for the erec-| coast; and, on the 22d June, the same General 
‘ tion of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and | informed the Governor that war was declared 
‘other needful buildings.” against Great Britain, and requested forty-one 
The several States, having surrendered their | companies for the defence of the ports and _har- 
own resources, and afforded such ample provision | bors in Massachusetts, and the harbor of New- 
for the common defence, left no doubt of the par- | port, in Rhode Island. 
amount duty in the United States to perfurm it| The Governor of a State is obliged to comply 
punctually and faithfully. with every requisition of the United States for 
In the present war, they are without excuse, if| militia, made in pursuance of the provisions of 
this be not fully and perfectly done; for the war| the Constitution. He is equally bound, by his 
was of their own choice; they made it, and at| duty to the States, to refrain from calling them 
their own time. forth for purposes not within these provisions. 
The several States received from the United| The only cases which authorize a call for the 
States a solemn obligation, that they would pro-| militia of the several States, to act against an en- 
tect each against invasion. “The United States | emy. is to repel invasion. 
‘guarantee to every State a Republican form of| The President, neither by himself nor any of 
‘Government, and shall protect each of them | his officers, ever pretended that this case existed, 
‘ against invasion.” at the time the requisition was issued. The re- 
f anything were wanting to show the sacred-| quisition was made expressly for the defence of 
ness of this duty in the United States, and the| the portsand harbors of that State and of Rhode 
absolute reliance which the States entertained of | Island. 
its complete performance, it is to be found in| The militia is a force which belongs to the sev- 
the restrictions and privations which the several | eral States respectively and exclusively, and is so 
States imposed on themselves. recognised by the Constitution of the United 
“No State shall grant letters of marque and | States. The Government of the United States 
‘reprisal. No State shall, without the consent of | isa Government of limited authorities, and has no 
‘ Congress, lay any imposts, or duties on imports | other powers than what are granted by the Con- 
‘ orexports,” except. &c. “No State shall, with-| stitution. A power to call forth the militia to 
‘out the consent of Congress, lay any duty of| provide for the common defence, or to protect 
‘ tonnage, keep troops or ships of war, in time of | against invasion, is nowhere granted to the Uni- 
‘ peace, enter into any agreement or compact with | ted States in express terms. All the authority 
* another State, or with a foreign Power, or| over the militia delegated to the United States, is 
“engage in a war, unless actually invaded, or|to call them forth to repel invasion, to execute 
‘in such imminent danger as will not admit of | the laws, and to suppress insurrection. The Uni- 


* delay.” ted States are bound to provide for the common 
Having thus surrendered all the pecuniary re- | defence. 

sources, necessary to provide the means of defence,| To repel invasion is included in the duty of 

and also the right to raise a force requisite to this | providing for the common defence ; and as inva- 

end, the several States did rely, and were justified | sion may be sudden, even in time of profound 

in relying, with perfect confidence, for complete! peace, and before the United States can bring 
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their forces to meet an unexpected attack, the 


militia of the several States is granted to the Uni- 
ted States, from the necessity of the case, as the 
means by which they may provide for the com- 
mon defence in such particular instance. 

If the United States have authority to call forth 
the militia, for the ordinary purposes of war, for 
the common defence, or for protection against 
invasion, under any of the general powers granted, 
such as that to provide for the common defence, 
there would have been no necessity for the spe- 
cial clause authorizing Congress to provide for 
calling them forth, to repel invasion ; for repelling 
invasion is undoubtedly one part of the duty of 
providing for the common defence. 

If it were the intent of the Constitution to grant 
to the United States, expressly, a power over the 
militia for protection against invasion, it would 
have declared that for such purposes the United 
States might call forth the militia, or it would 
have said, to protect against, or repel invasion. 
And especially in the clause which enjoins on the 
United States the duty of protecting each State 
against invasion, the Constitution would have 
declared, and that, for this purpose, the United 
Statesshall call forth the militia. Nosuch words, 
no such grants, are made in this instrument. If, 
therefore, the authority of the United States to 
call forth the militia, to protect the ports and har- 
bors of a State, be granted, it must be by the terms 
to repel invasion. Common defence includes all 
the means by which a nation may be guarded, 
fermewe, defended, and secured against danger, 

th in war and in peace. 

To repel invasion, is only one particular and 
specific act providing for the common defence. 
It is contrary to common sense, as well as to all 
the rules of logic, to say that a specific power or 
duty includes the general power, or duty, of which 
it isa part; itis to say, that a part contains the 
whole. 

To repel invasion, is to drive back and resist 
that which has already happened. To protect 
against invasion is to prevent its happening, to 
secure against its existence. The one act is against 
an event that has occurred—the other is to insure 
and guard against the occurrence of such an event. 

To protect against invasion, is to erect fortres- 
ses, to have them well manned, and supplied with 
all requisite stores, to provide and equip ships of 
war, to have an army and navy well organized 
and disciplined, in peace and in war. To repel 
invasion is one specific act of war, against ano- 
ther act of the like character. 

To repel invasion is one part of the duty of 
providing for the common defence, and for this 
part a particular force is granted. ‘To say thata 
grant of this force, for this special service, in- 
cludes a grant of the same force for the purposes 
of protection and defence, is to say, that a grant 
for one purpose isa grant for another, and for 
every purpose, and that the grant of a limited, is 
the grant of a general authority. This would be 
both illogical and irrational. Andif underthe lim- 
itations, which were intended to control the pow- 
ers granted to the Government of the United 





















States, and especially under the express limitation, 
viz: “that powers not delegated to the United 
‘ States, by the Constitution, nor prohibited by jr 
‘to the States, are reserved to the States, or to 
‘ the people,” such construction may be adopted, 
there remains no security for any right reserved 
to the States, or to the people. 

However conclusive this reasoning may be, it 
is not to be presumed that, after the strides of 
power in which the spirit of party has indulged, 
it will have any effect on those who direct the 
affairs of this country. I will, sir, however, refer 
to opinions and authorities in confirmation of 
what has been advanced, that to many gentlemen 
did not formally admit either of exception or 
appeal. 

These are to be found in the resolutions and 
arguments of the Legislature of Virginia, and of 
Mr. Madison, one of that Legislature, in the years 
1799 and 1800—I refer the Senate to the third 
resolution passed by that body, and framed by the 
pen of the President, in the words following: 


“3, Resolved, That this Assembly doth explicitly 
and peremptorily declare, that it views the powers 
of the Federal Government, as resulting from the com- 
pact to which the States are parties, submitted by the 
plain sense and intention of the instrument constitut- 
ing that compact, as no further valid than they are au- 
thorized by the grants enumerated in that contract; 
and that in case of a deliberate, palpable, and danger- 
ous exercise of other powers, not granted by the said 
compact, the States who are parties thereto have a 
right and are in duty bound to interpose, for arresting 
the progress of the evil, and for maintaining within 
their respective limits the authorities, rights, and liber- 
ties appertaining to them.” 





“It is said, that Congress are, by the Constitution, 
to protect each State against invasion, and that the 
means of preventing, are included in the power of pro- 
tection against it.” 

“The power of war in general having been before 
granted by the Constitution, this clause must either be 
a mere specification, for greater caution and certainty, 
of which there are other examples in the Constitution, 
or be the injunction of a duty, superadded to a grant 
of power. Under either explanation, it cannot enlarge 
the powers of Congress on the subject. The power 
and duty to protect each State against an invading 
enemy would be the same, under the general powers, if 
this regard to greater caution had been omitted.” 

“Invasion is an operation of war. To protect 
against invasion isan exercise of the power of war. A 
power, therefore, not incident to war, cannot be inci- 
dent to a particular modification of war. And as the 
removal of alien friends has appeared to be no incident 
to a general state of war, it cannot be incident to a 
partial state, or to a particular modification of war.” 

“Nor, can it ever be granted, that a power to act 
on a case, when it actually occurs, includes a power 
over all the means that may tend to prevent the occur- 
rence of the case. Such a latitude of construction 
would render unavailing every practicable definition of 
limited powers.”—[See proceedings in the House of 
Delegates, of Virginia, on the 7th January, 1800, on 
the resolutions of the General Assembly of December 
21, 1798.] 


If the observations which I have made are 
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founded in truth, and justified by the Constitu- 
tion, the following positions are established, viz: 

That the United States have no right to call 
on the several States for the militia, to perform 
any act of war, but to repel invasion. 

That to defend the ports and harbors of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island, the purpose for 
which the militia was required in 1812, is not 
within the er delegated by the Constitution, 
to provide for calling forth the militia to repel 
invasion. 

In the case alluded to in 1812, it was not de- 
clared by the President, nor even pretended by 
his officers, that any invasion was made. In 
fact, no invasion was attempted until two years 
after this time. If the United States had no au- 
thority to make the requisition, the Governor 
would have betrayed his duty to the State, in 
complying with the demand. 

That the United States had no such authority, 
I think evident from the examination that has 
been made of the powers delegated by the Con- 
stitution. And the State of Massachusetts, in- 
stead of being a just object of censure, by the 
United States, has a well founded complaint 
against their Government, for an attempt to 
usurp her rights and invade her prerogatives. 

A question has sometimes been suggested, 
whether the Governor of a State has a right to 
judge if the requisition be within the provisions 
of the Constitution. A little reflection on the 
nature of the Government of tie United States, 
and of a State, and of the relation in which the 
Supreme Excutive of the latter stands to the 
United States, aud to the citizens of his particu- 
Jar State, will show that he is obliged to ex- 
amine, if the case for which the requisition is 
made be within the provisions of the Constitution, 
and if the purposes for which it is declared are 
manifesily not within the powers delegated by 
that instrument, to withhold a compliance. 

The Government of the United States can ex- 
ercise no powers not granted by the Constitution, 
and so far as this Government can support such 
as it claims on this charter, it is sovereign, and 
has no other control than its own discretion. 

The government of the several States is equally 
sovereign, with respect to every power of an in- 
dependent State, which it has not delegated by 
the same instrument to the United States, or 
Which is not thereby prohibited to the several 
States. is, also, a sacred duty of the Govern- 
ment of the several States, to preserve unimpaired 
every right and authority retained by the State, 
either in its corporate capacity or for its individ- 
ual citizens. Whether the militia, the peculiar 
force of the several States, and that which is to 
protect and defend every right and power they 
possess, is called forth by the United States ac- 
cording to the provisions which they made, in 
delegating to this Government its powers, must of 
necessity be a question between two sovereign in- 
dependent Governments,and on which there is no 
tribunal authorized to judge between them. And 
if the Governers, who are commanders-in-chief 
of the militia of the several States, should sur- 
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render this force to the United States, in a case 
not authorized by the Constitution, they would 
betray the trust confided to them by the citizens of 
their States. They must, therefore, examine the 
case when called upon, and decide according to 
their duty, as prescribed by the Constitution of 
the United States, and that of their particular 
State, shall demand. 

General Cushing, while superintendent of the 
military district in which Massachusetts is sit- 
uated, informed Governor Strong, that he ex- 
pected an order from the President of the United 
States, to request a detachment of militia for the 
defence of the seacoast, and particularly of Bos- 
ton. That he had not more troops than sufficient 
to man one of the forts, and proposed that one 
should be occupied by the militia, and that, while 
out, they should be subject to the command of no 
officer ot the United States, except the superin- 
tendent of thedistrict. The Governor acceded to 
the proposal. 

General Dearborn shortly after superseded 
General Cushing, and on the 8th July, by order 
of the President, and in confirmation of the ex- 
pectation of Brigadier General Cushing, request- 
ed a detachment of eleven hundred militia to 
occupy the forts and harbor of Boston. 

Governor Strong, although under no Constitu- 
tional obligation to call forth the militia for the 
purposes required, yet, seeing the forlorn condi- 
tion of the country, the vast property of the Uni- 
ted States in the navy yard,a ship-of-the-line 
nearly completed, and a frigate, all abandoned by 
the Government to the mercy of the enemy, at the 
same time that these offered to him great temp- 
tations to attack and destroy the capital of the 
State and its enviruns, and feeling authorized by 
the resolution of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, detached the militia, in confidence that the 
agreement made with General Cushing would 
be fulfilled. 

At the end of their term of service these men 
were offered an uncurrent and depreciated paper, 
as their only compensation. 

In the beginning of September, General Dear- 
born notified the Governor that the enemy had 
taken possession of a considerable part of the 
State of Massachusetts, and requested a detach- 
ment of the militia for the purpose of protecting 
and defending such parts of that State, and New 
Hampshire, as were not in the occupation of the 
enemy. 

Such complaints and objections had arisen in 
executing the order of July, that the Governor, 
although he issued an order for troops, found 
himself obliged to place the detachment under 
the command of a major general of the militia. 

The Governor immediately addressed a letter 
to the Secretary of State, requesting to know 
from the President if the expenses, thus neces- 
sarily incurred for the protection of the State, 

would be ultimately reimbursed to that State by 
the United States. 

The answer was, that if the force thus put into 
service by the Governor had been required by 
General Dearborn, or received by him, and put 
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under his command, the expenses attending it 
would be defrayed by the United States. If 
otherwise, in rm of these particulars, the Uni- 
ted States were not chargeable with the expense. 

Here is a distinet and plain case, in which the 
United States had neglected that protection 
which they were expressly bound to afford the 
State, and thereby occasioned the loss of a fifth 

rt of its territory ;* and then called upon the 

tate itself to protect the remaining territory. 
The State obeyed the eall, and reserved ie 
that right which the Constitution, in express 
terms, reserved, viz: the appointment of officers 
to command the militia required ; and the United 
States say this expense must be borne by the 
State, and that they will not reimburse the 
amount, because the militia is not placed under 
the command of an officer of the United States. t 

For this act of injustice, for this neglect of 
duty in the United States towards the State of 
Massachusetts, for this abandonment of its terri- 
tory to the violence of the enemy, I have never 
heard the smallest apology. 

I forbear to mention the rights of the State, 
the necessity to which this wanton abandonment 
by those who ought to protect them may reduce 
the inhabitants. The laws of self-preservation, 
and of nature, confirmed by that of nations, af- 
ford the rule for any member of a confederacy 
thus deserted and forsaken, 

I most earnestly hope, that although cruelly 
deserted by the Government, which contrary to 
their entreaties brought them into this perilous 
condition, that citizens of the country may be 
able to defend themselves. They will doall that 
men can do under their circumstances. But I 
am confident, that if this tax be collected there, 
and paid into the Treasury of the United States, 
for the exclusive support and defence of others, 
they will be destitute of the means of making 
any adequate resistance. I cannot, therefore, 
vote for this bill. 

The present year the Commonwealth has ex- 
= more than $700,000 in her own defence. 

he is now called on by this bill for $632,041, to 
defend other parts of the territory of the United 
States; and her citizens, more exposed than any 
other, are left to provide for their own defence. 

They who calculated on the ability of Massa- 
chusetts to pay, from the exactness and punctual- 














* There were, at the attack and capture of Castine, 
twenty-eight men anda Lieutenant in the fort. This 
was all the protection for one of the most important 
harbors and rivers of the United States, and affording 
the best situation for a naval depot for Great Britain. 

t In the military district, No. 1, which includes New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, there were less than one 
thousand three hundred men. These were scattered 
over an extensive tract of country. In the forts, in 
Boston harbor, there were not two hundred and sixty 
men, and in the other forts in the State a very small 
corps, inadequate to any defence. There was, how- 
ever, a Major General, a Brigadier General, and several 
Colonels. In no one place were there men enough to 
constitute a colonel’s command. 
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ity which she has heretofore observed in the dis. 
charge of taxes, will recollect, that her faculty 
to meet the demands of the Treasury, even jy 
times the most prosperous, arose principally from 
the daring enterprise, unrivalled industry, and 
rigid economy of the inhabitants; that her re. 
sources are now annihilated, and she is borne 
down by obloquy, insult, and oppression. 

They who have observed the patience where. 
with she has submitted to see the public treasure 
squandered, to purchase slanders against her cit. 
izens, and notwithstanding a complete failure by 
the full confession of the hireling, that these cit- 
izens were so far beyond all temptation as not 
even to be approached for dishonorable purposes, 
has been subjected to the most degrading insinu- 
ations, from the first authority; who have wit. 
nessed all the resources of her wealth, all the 
means of her industry, the object of unabating 
persecution from the Government, and her pos- 
sessions coldly and expressly abandoned, by the 
same authority, to the depredations and seizure 
of the enemy, may conceive that taxes like these 
will still be paid for the exclusive protection of 
others; but if gentlemen will only condescend to 
view the people of this country as their brethren, 
as freemen, as men, they must come to the con- 
clusion, that, had they the means, they could not 
possibly have the will. 

When Mr. Gore had concluded— 

The question was taken, Shall this bill pass? 
and determined in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 
7, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Giles, Hunter, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Welker, and Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Dana, Gore, Horsey, Lambert, Ma- 
son, Varnum, and Wells. 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass. 








Fripay, January 6. 


Mr. Roserts presented the petition of William 
Elliot, of the City of Washington, praying the 
examination of a floating battery which he has 
invented for the protection of the coasts and wa- 
ters of the United States, as is stated in the peti- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Secre- 
tary forthe Department of Navy, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act providing for the indemnification Of certain 
claimants of the public lands in the Mississippi 
Territory,” was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Lacock, from the committee appointed 
October, 4, 1814, to consider the subject, asked 
and obtained leave to report a bill making appro- 
priations for repairing or rebuilding the public 
buildings within the City of Washington; and 
the bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Smita, 

Resolved, That the Message of the President 
of the United States, of 2d instant, together with 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, there- 
with communicated, containing a statement o! 
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the proceedings under the “Act to regulate the 
laying out an making a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio,” 
be referred to a select committee to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Smiru, Morrow, and 
Kine, be the committee. 

The PrestDENT communicated a report of the 
acting Secretary for the Department of Navy, on 
the expenditure and application of or drawn 
from ‘he Treasury, from the first of October, 1813, 
to the 30th September, 1814, inclusive; and of 
the unexpended balances of former appropriations 
remaining in the Treasury on the Ist of October, 
1813; also a report, comprehending contracts 
made by the Navy Department, during the years 
1813 and 1814, prepared in obedience to the act 
of the 3d of March, 1809, entitled “An act further 
to amend the several acts for the establishment 
and regulation of the Treasury, War and Navy 
Departments ;” and the reports were read. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the President of the United States 
to accept the services of volunteers who may as- 
sociate and organize themselves, and offer their 
services to the Government of the United States,” 
together with the amendments proposed thereto ; 
and the bill having been amended, the President 
reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was unanimously determined in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 27, as follows : 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
German, Gore, Horsey, Kerr, King, Lambert, Mason, 
Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, 
Thompson, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 5th instant, for instructing the 
Naval Committee to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a naval school ; and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide for the widows and orphans of mi- 
litia and volunteer soldiers who shall die or be 
killed in the service of the United States ;” and 
on motion, by Mr. Varnom, the further considera- 


tion thereof was postponed to the second Monday 
in March next. 





Sarurpay, January 7. 


Mr. GILEs presented the petition of Littleburg 
E. Stainback and others, of the town of Peters- 
burg, joint owners of the privateer called the 
Roger, praying a special circuit court may be 
ordered for the district of North Carolina, for 
reasons stated at large in the petition; which was 
read, and referred to a select committee to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs. Gites, Turner, and Mason, were 
appointed the committee. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the President of the United States to 
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accept the services of volunteers who may asso- 
ciate and organize themselves, and offer their ser- 
vices to the Government of the United States,” 
was read a third time as amended, and the blanks 
were filled. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, the title was amended, 
to insert, after “services,” the words “ State 
troops and ;” and to strike out, from the word 
* volunteers,” to the end thereof. 

A Message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
conference proposed by the Senate and the disa- 
greeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
ment to the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States,” and have appointed managers on their 
part. They recede from their disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintain- 
ing the public credit, by laying duties on house- 
hold furniture, on horses kept exclusively for the 
saddle or carriage, and on gold and silver wares,” 
so far as to adopt the report of the committee of 
conference. 

Mr. Tay or, from the managers on the part 
of the Senate, at the conference on the amend- 
ments of the Senate, disagreed to by the House 
of Representatives to the bill last mentioned, re- 
ported: 

“That the Senate do recede from their amendments 
concerning the rates of duties on household furniture ; 
and, 
“ That the House of Representatives do recede from 
their disagreement to all the other amendments made 
in the Senate to the bill.” 

On motion, by Mr. Gixes, that the said bill, to- 
gether with the report of the conferees, be post- 
poned to the second Monday in March next; it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 8, nays 21, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Giles, Gore, Hunter, 
Mason, Smith, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bledsoe, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Lacock, 
Lambert, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, 
Thompson, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

On the question, Will the Senate concur in the 
report of the committee of conference? it was 
determined in the affirmative. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendments to the bill last mentioned, 
as to adopt the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause to be built, equipped, and employed, one 
or more floating batteries, for the defence of the 
waters of the United States; and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time as 
amended. 

The bill making appropriations for repairing 
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or rebuilding the public buildings within the City 
of Washington, was read the second time; and on 
motion, by Mr. Lacock, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to Monday next. 





Monpay, January 9. 


Mr. Roserts presented the petition of Robert 
Kid, of the city of Philadelphia, praying certain 
bonds given by him on merchandise imported 
into the United States, which had been consign- 
ed 7 Samuel Guppy, a subject of Great Britain, 
toa house in Philadelphia, and by him innocently 
purchased, may be cancelled, for reasons therein 
stated ; and the petition was read, and referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Roperts, 
Cuace, aad Kerr, were appointed the committee. 

Mr...Roperts presented the petition of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, in favor 
of general and uniform regulations of the estates 
of insolvenis; and praying a law may pass on 
that subject, for reasons stated in the petition, 
which was read. 

The Presipenr communicated the memorial 
of the Legislative Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives in the Mississippi Territory, praying 
the appointment of an additional judge for that 
part of the Territory lying east of Pearl river, 
for reasons therein stated ; and the memorial was 
read, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 
Messrs. Brown, Biss, and Cuace, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to cause to be built, equipped, and em- 
ployed, one or more floating batteries, for the de- 
fence of the waters of the United States, was read 
a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Kina, the bill was amended 
by unanimous consent, by adding thereto a new 
section. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause to be built, equipped, 
and employed, one or more floating batteries, for 
the defence of the waters of the United States.” 

On motion, by Mr. Dana, 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message of the President 
of the United States as relates to the militia, be 
instructed to inquire into the een of mak- 
ing provision, by law, that there shall be one 
Colonel, one Lieutenant Colonel, and one Major, 
to each regiment consisting of two battalions of 
militia. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnum, a member was 
added to the committee on so much of the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States as re- 
lates to the militia, in place of Mr. WorTasina- 
Ton; and Mr. Dana was elected. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz and others; 
and, on motion, by Mr. Biss, the further consid- 
eration thereof was postponed to Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the consideration of the bill making ap. 
propriations for repairing or rebuilding the public 
buildings within the city of Washington ; and, 
on motion, by Mr. Biss, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to Wednesday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to prohibit intercourse 
with the enemy, and for other purposes ;” jp 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. They have also passed the bill which 
originated in the Senate, entitled “An act to in- 
corporate the subscribers to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States of America,” with amendments; in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate, 

The Senate sree to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 
bill last mentioned; and, on motion, by Mr. 
Smits, they were referred to a select committee, 
to consist of five members, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Smirx, Biss, ANDERsOon, 
Gites, and VarNumM, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

On motion, by Mr. Fromuntin, the bill last 
mentioned, as amended by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, was ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 





Tuespay, January 10. 


The bill, entitled “An act to prohibit inter- 
course with the enemy, and for other purposes,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee to whom were referred, on the 14th 
October, the several communications from the 
President of the United States, relating to our 
foreign affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The two following Messages were also received 
from the Presipent oF THe Unitep States: 
To the Senate and House o 

Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate, for the information of Congress, the 
report of the Director of the Mint, of the operation of 
that establishment during the last year. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Janvary 10, 1815. 

To the Senate and House 0 
Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to Congress an account of the contingent 
expenses of Government for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Janvary 10, 1815. 

The Messages and documents therein referred 
to were severally read. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill giving further 
time to complete the surveys and obtain the pat- 
ents for lands located under Virginia resolution 
warrants; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Mason submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to cause to be stated to 
the Senate the reasons which have prevented the com- 
munieation of the information requested by their res- 


- olution of the 9th of November last. 





Wepnespay, January 11. 


James Barsoor, appointed a Senator by the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
to supply the vacancy occasioned by the decease 
of Richard Brent, produced his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making ap- 

ropriations for repairing or rebuilding the public 
buildings within the city of Washington ; and on 
motion, by Mr. Lacock, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to Friday next. 

A message from the House informed the Sen- 
ate that the House recede from their disagreement 
to that part of the fifth amendment of the Senate 
to the bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment,and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing duties on various goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, manufactured within the United States,” to 
insert “ umbrellas and parasols, if above the value 
of two dollars, eight per centum ad valorem ;” 
and that they agree to thesaid amendment. They 
have passed a bill, entitled, “An act for the relief 
of William H. Washington ;” a bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of William Robinson, and oth- 
ers;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
James Doyle ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Jacob Shinnick and Shoultz and 
Vogeler, of Christian Chapman, and the legal 
representative of John Calf, deceased ;” in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The four bills Jast mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Tay or, from the managers appointed on 
the part of the Senate to confer with the man- 
agers on the part of the House of Representatives 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ies on various goods, wares, and merchandise, 
manufactured within the United States;” re- 
ported ; 

“ That they had conferred on the above subject, and 
that the managers on behalf of the House of Repre- 
sentatives have agreed to recommend to their Hcuse, 
that they do recede from their disagreement to the in- 
sertion of the following amendment, made by the Sen- 
ate to the above-mentioned bill, viz: umbrellas and 
parasols, if above the value of two dollars, eight per 
centum ad valorem ; and the report was read. 

The Senate adjourned to Friday morning. 





Fripay, January 13. 


Mr. Sirs, from the committee to whom were 
referred the amendments of the House to the bill 
to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States of America, reported the same with 
a number of amendments. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


[The amendments to the amendments of the 
House propose to increase the fixed capital of the 
Bank from thirty to thirty-five millions of dol- 
lars; to make the capital consist of shares of four 
hundred instead of one hundred dollars each; 
that the five millions proposed to be added to the 
capital, shall be added also to the amount sub- 
scribable in public debt; to disagree to the prop- 
osition of the House for striking out the section 
which authorizes suspension of payments in spe- 
cie; to agree to the section which compels the 
bank to commence its operations before the first 
day of January, and to disagree to that which 
proposes to authorize a committee of Congress at 
any time to examine the books, &c., and pre- 
scribes the course of proceeding in the courts 
against the bank, in case of violation of its 
charter. ] 

The consideration of this report was postponed 
to and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of James 
Doyle,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Roperts, Barsour, and 
THompPson, were appointed the committee. 

The bill giving further time to complete the 
surveys and obtain the patents for lands located 
under Virginia resolution warrants, was read the 
second time, considered as in Committee of the 
Whol, and postponed until to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam H. Washington,” was read the second time; 
and referred to the committee to whom was re- 
ferred, on the 26th of September last, the memo- 
rial of the President and Directors of the Eastern 
Branch Bridge Company, to consider and report 
thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Jacob 
Shinnick, Shoultz, and Vogeler, of Christian 
Chapman, and the legal representative of John 
Calef, deceased,” was read the second time; and 
referred to the committee appointed on the bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of James Doyle,’ 
to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act forthe relief of Wil- 
liam Robinson and others,” was read the second 
time ; and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. WALKER, 
Morrow, and Cuace, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to accept the services of volunteers who 
may associate and organize themselves, and offer 
their services to the Government of the United 
States,” with amendments, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to their 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to ac- 
cept the services of volunteers who may associate 
and organize themselves, and offer their services 
to the Government of the United States;” and, 
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on motion, they were ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion 
submitted the 10th instant by Mr. Mason; and 
on motion, by Mr. Rosinson, it was agreed to 
take the question thereon by yeas and nays; and 
on motion, by Mr. Tay tor, the further consider- 
ation thereof was postponed to Friday next. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives, to the 
bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States of America ;” 
and on motion, by Mr. Mason, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed to, and made the 
order of the day for, to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion 
submitted the 27th December last ; and on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Kina, the further consideration there- 
of was postponed to Friday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making ap 
Ht page for repairing or rebuilding the public 

uildings within the city of Washington; and 
on motion, by Mr. Fromenrin, the consideratiou 
thereof was further postponed to, and made the 
order of the day for, Wednesday next. 





Saturpay, January 14. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill giving further 
time to complete the surveys and obtain the pat- 
ents for lands located under Virginia resolution 
warrants; and, no amendment having been pro- 
posed, on the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
their amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to 
authorize the President of the United States to ac- 
cept the services of volunteers who may associate 
and organize themselves, and offer their services 
tothe Government of the United States.” Where- 


upon, 

P Resolved, That they agree to the second and 
fourth amendments of the House of Represent- 
atives to their amendments to the said bill, and 
disagree to all their other amendments. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America.” 


On the question to agree to the first proposition 
of the committee, to wit: Add after the word 
« thirty,” as often as it occurs, the word * five :” 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 17, 
nays 14, as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Giles, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Nars.—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 


Gaillard, German, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lan. 
bert, Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 

On the question to agree to the first member of 
the second proposition of the committee, to amend 
the amendments of the House of Representa. 
tives, to wit: strike out “ten,” and insert “ fif. 
teen :” it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
17, nays 14, as follows: 

Yzuas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Giles, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton, 

Naxs—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lam. 
bert, Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 


After further progress, the Senate adjourned. 





Monpay, January 16. 


Mr. Gore presented a petition, signed by a 
number of the inhabitants of the town of Union, in 
the District of Maine, remonstrating against the 
transportation and opening of the mail on the 
Sabbath ; and the petition was read, and referred 
to the committee to whom was referred, on the 
26th ultimo, several petitions on the same subject, 
to consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. FrRomenTIN presented the memorial of 
Edward F. Howell, and others, midshipmen in 
the Navy of the United States, remonstrating 
against the practice, which they state has of late 
obtained, of promoting and commissioning sailing 
masters to the rank of lieutenants in the Navy; 
for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Gives, from tl? Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of 
the Senate of the 2d January instant, reported the 
following resolution ; which was read : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to pass a bill for call- 
ing out the militia upon the principles of the said 
resolution. 


On motion, of Mr. Gites, a member was added 
to the committee to whom was referred, the 231 
September, the memorial of the President and 
Directors of the Washington Bridge Company, 
in place of Mr. BLepsoe; and Mr. Mason was 
elected. 

The bill giving further time to complete the 
surveys and obtain the patents for lands located 
under Virginia resolution warrants, was read a 
third time, and passed. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States ol 
America.” 

On the question, to agree to the proposition of 
the committee, in the 60th and 61st lines, to wit: 
“That the amendments to the 17th and 18th rules 
be disagreed to:” it was determined in the neg- 
ative—yeas 15, nays 18, as follows: 
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Ysas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Chace, Condit, 


Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, | 


Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 
ee ame Barbour, Brown, Daggett, Dana, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gore, Horsey, 
Hunter, Kerr, King, Lambert, Mason, Tait, Thomp- 
son, and Wells. 

On the question, to agree to the proposition of 
the committee, lines 64, and 65, to wit: “ That 
the amendment which proposes to strike out the 
13th section be disagreed to:” it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 16, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and 
Wharton. 

Nayrs—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Giles, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, 
King, Lambert, Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 


On motion, by Mr. Biss, to strike out of the 
14th section, proposed as an amendment by the 
House of Representatives, after the word “ that,” 
in the first line, and insert, in lieu thereof, the 
following : 


“If at any time the said corporation shall exercise 
powers not authorized by this act, or refuse or neglect 
to perform any of the stipulations of this act, for which 
refusal or neglect penalties are not already provided, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, by 
and with the consent of the President of the United 
States, to represent the same to Congress; and Con- 
gress may, thereupon, make such provision, by law, to 
restrain such exercise of unauthorized powers, and to 
enforce the stipulations, aforesaid, as the nature of the 
case may justify and require ; anything in this act to 
the contrary notwithstanding : Provided nevertheless, 
That Congress shall not revoke or impair the corpo- 
rate capacity of the said Bank, for and during the term 
of years, by this uct provided, nor in any manner 
affect or impair the right and property of the stockhold- 
ers respectively, in the capital stock of said Bank.” 


A division of the question was called for by 
Mr. Daagert, and it was taken on striking out; 
and determined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 
15, as follows : 

Yzeas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Giles, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robin- 
son, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, 
and Wharton. 

Naxs—Messers. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, King, 
Lambert, Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 

On the question, to insert the substitute pro- 
posed, it was determined in the negative—yeas 
14, nays 19, as follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Chace, Condit, How- 
ell, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, Smith, 
Taylor, Varnum, and Walker. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Daggett, Dana, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gore, Horsey, 
Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Tait, Thompson, Tur- 
ner, Wells, and Wharton. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Senate agree 
to some, and disagree to other amendments of 
the House of Representatives to the bill last 
mentioned. 
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Tuesnay, January 17. 


The Senate resumed the bill for the relief of 
Bowie and Kurtz, and others ; and on motion, by 
Mr. Smith, the consideration thereof was further 
postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. Brown presented several memorials from 
a number of the inhabitants of the Mississippi 
Territory, praying to be confirmed in the pos- 
session of certain lands which they claim under 
patents granted by the British Government; for 
reasons stated in the memorials; which were 
read, and referred to a select committee to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Brown, Morrow, and Tay tor, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 


Mr. Wa ker, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of William Robinson ad others,” reported it 
without amendment. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintain- 
ing the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon 
the United States, and to provide for assessin 
and collecting the same;” and the act, entitle 
“An act to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying duties on 
household furniture, and on gold and silver 
watches ;” a bill, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act laying duties on li- 
censes to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and 
foreign merchandise, and for other purposes;” a 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the President 
to raise certain companies of rangers for the de- 
fence of the frontiers of the United States, and 
to repeal certain acts now in force for this pur- 
pose ;” a bill, entitled “An act giving further time 
to the purchasers of public lands to complete their 
payments ;” a bill, entitled “An act regulating 
the sale of reserved sections of land in the State 
of Ohio ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of the inhabitants of the late county of New 
Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered 
by earthquakes ;” a bill entitled “An act attach- 
ing to the Canton district, in the State of Ohio, 
the tract of land lying between the foot of the 
rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, and the Con- 
necticut Western Reserve ;” also, a bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of the heirs of James Hy- 
num ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. They insist on their amend- 
ments to the amendments of the Senate td the 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the President 
of the United States to accept the services of'vol- 
unteers who may associate and organize them- 
selves, and offer their services to the Government 
of the United States.” 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their dis- 
agreement to the amendments insisted on by the 
House of Representatives to the bill last men- 
tioned, and ask a conference thereon. 
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Ordered, That Messrs. Brown, Biss, and Ma- 


Mr. Anperson, from the committee to whom 


son, be the managers at the same, on the part of | the subject was referred, reported a bill for the 


the Senate. 
The eight bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed to the second reading. 





Wepnespay, January 18. 


The bill, entitled “An act toamend the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
spline the public credit, by laying a direct tax 
upon the United States, and to provide for assess- 
ing and collecting the same,” and the act entitled 
“An act to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying duties on household 
furniture, and on gold and silver watches,” was 
read the second time, and referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. TayLor, Daa- 
GETT, Brown, Cuace, and Smiru, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
act, entitled ‘An act laying duties on licenses to 
retailers of wines, spirituous liquors and foreign 
merchandise, and for other purposes,” was read 
the second time, and referred to the committee 
last mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill entitled “An act attaching to the Can- 
ton district. in the State of Ohio, the tract of 
land lying between the foot of the rapids of the 
Miami of Lake Erie, and the Connecticut West- 
ern Reserve,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred, 
the 21st September, the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of the Indiana Territory to consider and 
report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act regulating the sale 
of certain reserved sections of land in the State 
of Ohio,” was read the second time, and referred 
to the committee last mentioned, to consider and 
report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act giving further time 
to the purchasers of public lands to complete 
their payments,” was read the second time, and 
referred to the committee last mentioned, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, in 
the Missouri Territory, who suffered by earth- 
quakes,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon ; and Messrs. Fromentin, Morrow, and 
Daacett, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
heirs of James Hynum,” was read the second 
time, and referred to the committee last mention- 
ed, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
President to raise certain companies of rangers 
for the defence of the frontiers of the United 
States, and to repeal certain acts now in force for 
this purpose,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
consider and report thereon. 


relief of Edward Barry and George Hodges; and 
the bill was read, and passed to the second reading, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported the 16th instant, by the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs, and on motion, by Mr, 
TAYLor, it was recommitted to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, together with the resolution 
of the Senate of the 2d instant, further to consider 
and report thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Giigs, the Committee on 
Military Affairs were discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolution last mentioned, 
and that it be referred to the committee appointed 
on the 21st September, on so much of the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States as re. 
lates to the militia, to consider and report thereon, 

Mr. Biss, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act to prohibit intercourse with the enemy 
and for other purposes,” reported it with amend- 
ments ; which were read, and on motion, by Mr. 
Biss, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned to, and made the order of the day for, Friday 
next. 

The Senate resumed the bill making appropria- 
tions for repairing or rebuilding the public build- 
ings within the City of Washington, and on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Lacock, the consideration thereof 
was further postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for therelief of William Robinson and others;” 
and, no amendment having been proposed, it was 
ordered to the third reading. 





Taurspay, January 19. 


The bill entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Robinson and others,” was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Edward Barry and 
George Hodges was read the second time. 

On motion, by Mr. Roserts, the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Washington Bridge 
Company, were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing by a general law for mak- 
ing compensation to individuals whose property 
may have been destroyed during the war, by the 
constituted authorities of the United States, or 
whose property may have been occupied for, or 
appropriated to, public purposes. 

On motion, by Mr. Roperts, the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Jacob Shinnick, and Shouliz and 
Vogeler, of Christian Chapman, and the legal 
representative of John Calef, deceased,” were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion, by Mr. Fromentin, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, to whom were referred the re- 
port of the Secretary for the Department of Navy, 
on the petition of Edward Bland and others, to- 
gether with the accompanying documents, were 
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discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and they were referred to the said commiftee, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Tompson presented several petitions, 
signed by a number of the inhabitants of the State 
of New Hampshire, remonstrating against the 
transportation and opening of the mail on the 
Sabbath ; and the petitions were read, and re- 
ferred to the committee to whom were referred, 
the 26th ultimo, several petitions on the same 
subject, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
conference proposed on the,amendments to the 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the President 
of the United States to accept the services of vol- 
unteers who may associate and organize them- 
selves, and offer their services to the Government 
of the United States,” and have appointed mana- 
gers on their part. They have passed the bill en- 
titled “An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act providing for the indemnification of cer- 
tain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi 
Territory,” with amendments, in which they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

They agree to some, and disagree to other 
amendments of the Senate to their amendments 
to the bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America.” 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the message from the House announcing its disa- 
reement to the amendments of the Senate to the 
ill, entitled “An act to incorporate the subscrib- 
ers to the Bank of the United States of America.” 
[The state of this question is so intricately in- 
terwoven with matters of form and technicalities, 
that we shall, in describing the questions which 
came up to-day, disregard the mere form of them, 
and endeavor to present the substance. | 
The first question was the proposition sent from 
the Senate, to which the House has disagreed, 
to increase the capital of the bank five millions, to 
be subscribable in public stock, created since the 
war. 
On this proposition, Mr. Bres proposed to insist. 
This motion was supported by Mr. Biss, Mr. 
Situ, Mr. Roperts, and Mr. Taytor, and op- 
osed by Mr. Barsour, Mr. Kina, and Mr. Gixes. 
he able debate turned principally on the merits 


that they should vote for the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill, under the impression that it 
would be rather an injury than a benefit to the 
community to pass it in its present shape. 

Messrs. Barsour, Kina, and Gives, urged the 
recession of the Senate from these amendments, 
principally on the ground of necessary concession 
(although the two latter gentlemen objected to 
them on principle also)—concessions which it was 
said the times now more thaneverdemand. Mr. 
Barsoour, particularly, in an eloquent manner 
enforced the necessity of acting decisively ona 
subject which had so long been pending between 
the two Houses, and so greatly interested the 
feelings of the community, which turned its eyes 
with ceaseless anxiety on the dilatory proceedings 
of Congress. Mr. Smirn, in allusion to these 
remarks, took occasion to absolve the Executive 
and Senate from the blame of delay and apathy, 
and by inference to cast iton the shoulders of the 
House of Representatives. 


The question being about to be taken, Mr. Ros- 
ERTS moved to postpone the subject till to mor- 
row, with the view of submitting a resolution 
that Mr. Buepsose (the Kentucky Senator) was 
entitled to a seat in the Senate, inasmuch as the 
election of his successor, Mr. Tauzorr, had not 
yet been notified to the Senate. This motion 
was negatived, 25 to 9, by yeas and nays. 

The question to insist on the first amendment, 
as stated above, was then decided as follows: 


For insisting—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Chace, Cons 
dit, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Taylor, 
Turner, Varnum, and Walker—13. 

Against insisting—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Dag- 
gett, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, King, Lambert, 
Mason, Robinson, Tait, Thompson, Wells, and Whar- 
ton—21. 


So the Senate refused to insist on this amend- 
ment. : 

Mr. Gites moved to recede from the said 
amendment. 

Mr. Roserts then moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the whole subject to the sec- 
ond Monday in March (equivalent to a motion 
to reject.) In support of the motion, Mr. Ros- 
ERTS spoke at some length. 

Mr. Biss intimated that he should vote against 
the postponement now, because the amendment 
respecting which he was most anxious had not 
been decided (meaning the section respecting 


of the specie payment suspending section, (to | specie payments.) 


which also the other House had disagreed,) which | 


was considered as intimately connected with the 
question immediately before the Senate. 

The first named gentlemen insisted on the ad- 
vantages to the Government from the increase 
of the capital, and also from the proposed power 
to suspend payment in specie, without which, it 
was said, the operations of the bank must, for 
some time at least, be greatly restricted, &c., and 
wholly useless to the Government. Mr. Bisp, 
Mr. Ropers, and Mr. Tay or, intimated, if the 
Senate should yield these points to the House, 


Mr. Taytor said he should vote for the post- 
ponement, because he perceived the amendment 
referred to by Mr. Briss would not be insisted 
on. 

The question on the postponement (or rejec- 
tion) was then decided as follows: 


For the postponement—Messrs. Gaillard, German, 
Kerr, Lacock, Lambert, Roberts, Taylor, Turner, and 
Varnum—9. 

Against the postponement—Messrs. Anderson, Bar- 
bour, Bibb, Brown, Chace, Condit, Daggett, Dana, 
Fromentin, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Howell, 
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of that month, when he would commy 
Legislature. Newspaper information 
Nn, to recede | did so, and that my successor has 


Thompson, Walker, Wells, and Wharton—25, 


‘The question on Mr. GiLeEs’s motio 
rom the said first amendment, was t 


en appointed. 
hen decided | Which latter fact is also stated in a letter to a Sentle. 
in the affirmative—ayes 18. man of the House of Re resentatives, as J have been 
Mr. Kina then moved to recede from all theother | informed. This is all the information I 
amendments to which the H 


€ Senate then receded from such of the said —e bay a" member, will be for 
remaining amendments, as preceded the follow- no other solicitude as tothe result than 
* ‘he question on receding from the ——- ere meer ans: moon 

‘nd Place, if I have a right to do so, 
deeunen spa the bank unde I am, with high respect, your most obedient s 
° ’ 


insertion 


r certain 
payment of their notes 


ervant, 
: : J. BLEDSOE. 
in specie, was decided as follows: The Honorable Joux Gartrarp, 

For receding—Messrs, Barbour, Brown, Daggett, President of the Senate. 

Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Goldsbo- 


rough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, K 
ason, Thompson, and Wells—is, 
ainst receding—Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Robinson, 
Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and 
Wharton—i¢6, 
So the Senate Virtually disagreed to the inser- 
tion of such a section. ereupon, 


r. Biss moved to postpone to the second Mon- 
day in March (to reject) the further consideration 
of this bill. 

Mr. Smiru then, ex ressing a desire to have a 
night’s reflection on t is question, moved to ad- 
journ. 

There were 19 ayes in 
and the Senate adjourned a 


Fripay, January 20, 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, exhibiting the sums 
respectively paid to each clerk in the several offi- 

enerumont for services rendered dur- 
1814, made in obedience to the pro- 
visions of the act of April 21, 1806, to regulate 
and fix the compensation of clerks; and the re- 
port was read. 

r. Varnom, from the Militia Committee, 
whom the subject was referred the 9th instant, 
reported a bill concerning field officers and mili- 
tia ; and the bill was read, and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 

e Presipenr laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Honorable Mr. Biepsozg, as follows: 


Wasurneroy, January 20, 1815. 
Sir: Doubts having arisen whether in a right 
still to fill my seat in the Senate of the United States, 
with a view to have the question settled, and a prece- 
dent established, and to Save my own feelings on a 
point of duty, I beg leave, through you, to submit the 
following case for the decision of that honorable 
body: 

Previous to the 24th December 
mail, my resignation to the Gove 
Kentucky, to take place on tha 
communicated to the Legislatur 


' And the letter was read. Whereupon, Mr. Rop. 
ing, Lambert, 


ERTS submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the facts stated in the letter of the 
Honorable Jesse Bledsoe, addressed to the President of 
the Senate, do not vacate his seat in the Senate, 


A motion was made, by Mr, Kina, to amend 
the resolution, by striking out therefrom, the 
word “not;” and it was determined in the affir. 
mative—yeas 25, nays 8, as follows : 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Brown, Chace, 
Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Golds. 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Kerr, King, 
Lambert, Mason, Morrow, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, 
Thompson, Wells, and Wharton. 

A4Y¥s.—Messrs. Bibb, Condit, D 
erts, Smith, Turner, and Varnum. 


On the question, Shall the resolution pass 
as amended? it was determined in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 27, nays 6, as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Brown, Chace, 
Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, Germ 


an, Giles, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Kerr, King, 


Lacock, Lambert, Mason, Morrow, Robinson, Tait, 
Taylor, Thompson, Turner, Wells, and Wharton. 

Nays—Messrs, Bibb, Condit, Dana, Roberts, Smith, 
and Varnum. 

So it was, Resolved, That the facts stated in 
the letter of the Honorable Jesse Buepsor, ad- 
dressed to the President of the Senate, do vacate 

is seat in the Senate. 

message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Benjamin 
ells and others 3” a bill, entitled “An act for 
the relief of James Brahany ;” also, a bill, enti- 
tled “An act for the better regulation of the ord- 
Dance department ;” jn which bills they request 

the cuncurrence of the Senate. 
he Senate resumed the consideration of their 
amendments, disagreed to by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the amendments to the bill, enti- 


tled “An act to incorporate the subscribers to 
the Bank of the United States of America.” 


favor of the motion ; 


ana, Lacock, Rob- 
t a late hour. 


last, I forwarded, by 

Fiera ue On the question, that the said bill, together 

e of that State, then, | With the amendments, be postponed to the second 
: : I was, | Monday in March next, 1t was determined in the 

t of that State, advised hegative—yeas 14, nays 20, as follows: 

that he had received my resignation, and would hold it Yras—Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Condit, Gaillard, 


up in the hope of hearing from me, and of a change in Howell, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tay- 
my determination on that subject, until about the last lor, Turner, Varnum, and Walker. 





nicate it to ¢}, 
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Naxs—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Chace, Daggett, 
Dana, Fromentin, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, 
Heras , Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Robinson, 
Tait, Thompson, Wells, and Wharton, 


Whereupon, on motion, by Mr. Gixzs, 

Resolved, That the Senate recede from their 
amendments to the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the said bill, to which the said 
House have disagreed ; and that they recede from 
their disagreement to, and concur in, all the other 
amendments of the House of Representatives 
thereto. 

Mr. Brown, from the managers appointed on 
the part of the Senate, on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, on the bill, entitled “ An act 
to authorize the President of the United States 
to accept the services of volunteers who may as- 
sociate and organize themselves, and offer their 
services to the Sovsunssent of the United States,” 
reported : 

“ That they have agreed to recommend to their re- 
spective Houses a modification of the first amendnyent 
of the Senate, in lieu of the amendment proposed by 
the House of Representatives, by adding the following 
proviso, at the end of the first section : 

«« And be it further provided, That, in case the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall hereafter call on the 
Executives of the several States to hold in readiness 
their respective quotas of militia for service, he shall 
consider the corps of State troops raised in any State, 
as part of the quota of such State. 

“And in lieu of the amendment proposed by the 
House of Representatives to the 5th section, to modify 
the 5th section as proposed by the Senate, by striking 
out the word “forty,” in the 12th line, and inserting 
the word “ seventy.” 





Saturpay, January 21. 


The Prestpent laid before the Senate a me- 
morial of the Legislature of the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory, praying that the inhabitants of said Ter- 
ritory may be authorized to form a convention 
for the adoption of a constitution, and that the 
said Territory may be admitted into the Union 
as a State; for reasons stated at large in the me- 
morial; which was read. 

The Prestpent also laid before the Senate 
another memorial of the Legislature of the said 
Territory, praying that the amount of losses sus- 
tained by citizens of said Territory, in the war 
against the Creek Indians, may be ascertained, in 
order that the sufferers may be indemnified in 
lands, acquired from said Indians, as is stated in 
the memorial; which was read. 

The Presipent laid before the Senate another 
memorial of the Legislature of the said Territory, 
praying that the power to lease out the lands set 
apart for the public schools in said Territory may 
be vested in said Legislature; for reasons therein 
stated; and the memorial was read. 

The Presipent also laid before the Senate 
another memorial of the Legislature of the said 
Territory, praying that the interest which has ac- 
erued on lands in said Territory, purchased of the 
United States, may be remitted, and that further 
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time may be given to complete the payments for 
the said lands; for reasons therein stated; and 
the memorial was read. 

On motion, by Mr. Morrow, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee 
to whom was referred, on the 21st of September, 
the memorial of the Legislature of the Indiana 
Territory, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise. 

The Presipent also communicated a resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, tendering to the General Government their 
undivided support in repelling the aggressions 
and unjust demands of the enemy, and preferring 
a sacrifice of their lives and fortunes, to the sur- 
render of our rights or national dignity ; and the 
resolution was read, and ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

The three bills brought up yesterday for con- 
currence were read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Smita, the bill, entitled 
“An act for the better regulation of the Ordnance 
department,” was read the second time by unani- 
mous consent; and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 
bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, 
entitled ‘An act providing for the indemnification 
of certain claimants of the public lands in the 
Mississippi Territory.” 

Whereupon, on motion, by Mr. Hunter, 

Resolved, That they concur therein with an 
amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report 
of the committee of conference on their part, on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the President 
of the United States to accept the services of 
volunteers who may associate and organize them- 
selves, and offer their services to the Government 
of the United States. 

Whereupon, on motion, by Mr. Brown, 

Resolved, That they concur therein with an 
amendment. 

The Senate resumed the bill, entitled “An act 
to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and for 
other purposes;” and on motion, by Mr. Biss, 
the consideration thereof was postponed to, and 

made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

On motion, by Mr. Anperson, the bill for the 
relief of Edward Barry and George Hodges, to- 
gether with the accompanying documents, was 
referred to the committee appointed on the 23d 
September, on the memorial of the President and 
Directors of the Washington Bridge Company, 
to consider and report thereon. 

The bill concerning field officers of the militia 
was read the second time. 








Monpay, January 23. 
The Presipent laid before the Senate the cre- 
dentials of Ourersripce Horsey, appointed a 
Senator by the Legislature of the State of Dela- 
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ware, for the term of six years, commencing on 
the fourth day of March next; and they were 
read, and laid on file. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted on the 10th instant, by Mr. 
Mason, relative to information requested by their 
resolution of the 9th November last; and on the 
question, to agree thereto, it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 12, nays 18, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Dana, German, Goldsborough, Gore, 
Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, Tay- 
lor, and Thompson. 

Nays+Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Daggett, Gaillard, Giles, Kerr, Lacock, Mor- 
row, Roberts, Robinson, Turner, Varnum, Walker, 
Wells, and Wharton. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted on the 27th December last; 
and on motion, by Mr. Kina, the consideration 
thereof was further postponed to the first Monday 
in February next. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
Brahany,” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Ben- 
jamin Wells and others,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Roperts, 
Mason, and Barsour, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, enti- 
tled “An act providing for the indemnification 
of certain claimants of public lands in the Miss- 
issippi Territory.” They agree to the report of 
the conferees on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments to the bill, entitled 
“An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to accept the services of volunteers who 
may associate and organize themselves, and offer 
their services to the Government of the United 
States,” with the amendment made thereto by 
the Senate ; and that the bill be passed accordingly. 
They have passed a bill, entitled “An act to alter 
and amend the several acts for establishing a 
Navy Department, by adding thereto a Board of 
Commissioners ; a bill, entitled “An act directing 
the manner of contracts and purchases in the 
Navy Department, and for promoting economy 
therein ,” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Joseph Perkins ;” a bill, entitled “An act con- 
cerning Matthew Guy, John Woodward, Sam- 
uel Tennison, and Wilfred Drury ;” a bill, enti- 
tled “An act concerning Weston Jenkins and 
others ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
William Arnold ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Farrington Barkelow, adminis- 
trator of Mary Rappleyea ;” in which bills they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Hunter, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred reported a bill for the relief 
of Sener Nimmo; and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and 


for other purposes,” together with the amend. 
ments reported thereto by the select committee: 
and the amendments were agreed to with an 
amendment; and the bill having been further 
amended, on motion, by Mr. Roserts, the fur. 
ther consideration thereof was postponed unti] 
to-morrow. 





Tvuespay, January 24. 

The seven bills brought up yesterday for con- 
currence were read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act toamend the act laying du- 
ties on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise ;” in which bil! 
“a request the concurrence of the Senate. 

he bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Nimmo was 
read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and 
for other purposes.” 

Mr. Daceetr moved to strike out the Sth sec- 
tion of the bill. And after debate, on motion, by 
Mr. Barsoor, the further consideratiun thereof 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Smiru, from the committee to whom was 
referred the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury containing a statement of proceedings under 
the act to regulate the laying out and makinga 
road from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland. 
to oe State of Ohio, made a report; which was 
read. 

Mr. Smitu, from the same committee, reported 
a bill in addition to the act to regulate the laying 
out and making a road from Cumberland, in the 
State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Tay Lor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act laying duties on li- 
censes to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, 
and foreign merchandise, and for other purposes,” 
reported it wth amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Gotpsporovueu, the bill 
for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, and others, was 
recommitted to Messrs. GoLpsporouGH, Gore, 
and Cuace, further to consider and report thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Morrow, a member was 
added to the committee to whom was referred, the 
21st September last, the memorial of the Legis!a- 
ture of the Indiana Territory, in place of Mr. 
B.iepsoe; and Mr. Barsour was elected. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Nimmo was 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; and, no amendment having 
been proposed, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 





Wepnespay, January 25. 
The bill, entitled “An act to amend the act lay- 
ing duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spiritu- 
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iquors, and foreign merchandise,” was read 
the end ‘time, and satesred to the committee to 
whom was referred, the 18th instant, the bill, en- 
titled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 


expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Uni- 
ted States, and to provide for assessing and col- 
lecting the same ;” and the act, entitled “An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
sable credit, by laying duties on household fur- 
niture,and on gold and silver watches,” to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Nimmo was read 
a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Mason presented a petition, signed by a 
number of the inhabitants of the town of Hollis, 
in the State of New Hampshire, remonstrating 
against the transportation and opening of the mail 
on the Sabbath; and the petition was read, and 
referred to the committee to whom were referred, 
on the 26th ultimo, several petitions on the same 
subject, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Arnol ,»” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Jo- 
seph Perkins,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 

ort thereon; and Messrs. Gore, Hunrer, and 

ASON, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Far- 
rington Barkelow, administrator of Mary Rap- 
pleyea,” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning Weston 
Jenkins and others,” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning Matthew 
Guy, John Woodward, Samuel Tennison, and 
Wilfred Drury.” was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter and amend 
the several acts for establishing a Navy Depart- 
ment, by adding thereto a Board of Commission- 
ers,” was read the second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Natal Affairs, to consider and 
report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act directing the man- 
ner of contracts and purchases in the Navy De- 
partment, and for promoting economy therein,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
same committee, to consider and report thereon. 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of th 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, 
and for other purposes ;” and Mr. VaRNuM was 
requested to take the Chair. 

On the question to strike out the eighth section, 
as proposed by Mr. Daccerr—on motion, by Mr. 
Biss, it was agreed to take the question by yeas 
and nays. 

On motion, by Mr. Daaaerr, that the bill be 
referred to a select committtee, further to con- 
sider and report thereon, it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 13, nays 15, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, German, 
Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, 
Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 

Nars— Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, Smith, Tait, 
Taylor, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 


On motion, by Mr. Barsour, to amend the 
eighth section of the bill, by inserting, in the fifth 
line, after the word “act,” the words, “ or under 
color thereof;” it was determined in the nega- 
tive—(the Senate being equally divided) yeas 14, 
nays 14, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Nays—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, German, 
Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, 
Mason, Smith, Thompson, and Wells. 


And the question recurring on striking out the 
8th section, amended as follows: 


“Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
suit or prosecution be commenced in any State court, 
against any collector, naval officer, surveyor, inspector, 
or any other officer, civil or military, or any other per- 
son aiding or assisting, agreeable to the provisions of 
this act, for anything done, or omitted to be done, as 
an officer of the customs, or for anything done by vir- 
tue of this act, and the defendant shall, at the time of 
entering his appearance in such court, file a petition 
for the removal of the cause for trial at the next circuit 
court to be holden in the district where the suit is pend- 
ing, and offer good and sufficient surety for his entering 
in such court, on the first day of its session, copies of 
said process against him, and also for his there appear- 
ing at the court and entering special bail in the cause, 
if special bail was originally required therein, it shall 
then be the duty of the State court to accept the surety, 
and proceed no further in the cause, and the bail that 
shall have been originally taken, shall be discharged, 
and such copies being entered as aforesaid in such 
court of the United States, the cause shall there pro- 
ceed in the same manner as if it had peen brought 
there by original process, whatever may be the amount 
of the sum in dispute or damages claimed, or whatever 
the citizenship of the parties, any former law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And any attachment of the 
goods or estate of the defendant, by the original pro- 
cess, shall hold the goods or estate so attached to answer 
the final judgment, in the same manner as by the laws 
of such State they would have been holden to answer 
final judgment, had it been rendered by the court in 
which the suit was commenced. And it shall be law- 
ful, in any action or prosecution which may be now 
pending, or hereafter commenced, before any State 
court whatever, for anything done, or omitted to be 
done, by the defendant, as an inspector or other officer 
of the customs, after final judgment, for either party 
to remove and transfer, by appeal, such decision, during 
the session or term of said court, at which the same 
shall have taken place, from such court to the next 
circuit court of the United States, to be held in the 
district in which such appeal shall be taken in manner 
aforesaid ; and it shall be the duty of the person taking 
such appeal and transfer, to produce and enter in the 
said circuit court, attested copies of the process, pro- 
ceedings, and judgment, in such cause ; and it shall 
also be competent for either party, within six months 
of the rendition of a judgment in any such cause, by 
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writ of error or other process, to remove the same to 
the circuit court of the United States of that district 
in which such judgment shall have been rendered ; 
and the said circuit court shall, thereupon, proceed to 
try and determine the facts and the law in such action, 
in the same manner as if the same had been there ori- 
ginally commenced ; the judgment in such case not- 
withstanding. And any bail which may have been 
taken, or property attached, shall be holden on the final 
judgment of the said circuit court in such action, in the 
same manner as if no such removal and transfer had 
been made as aforesaid ; and the State court from which 
any such action may be removed and transferred as 
aforesaid, upon the parties giving good and sufficient 
security for the prosecution thereof, shall allow the 
same to be removed and transferred, and proceed no 
further in the case: Provided, however, That if the 
party aforesaid shall fail duly to enter the removal and 
transfer as aforesaid in the circuit court, agreeable to 
this act, the State court, by which judgment shall have 
been rendered, and from which the transfer and removal 
shall have been made as aforesaid, shall be authorized, 
on motion for that purpose, to issue execution, and to 
carry into effect any such judgment, the same as if no 
such removal and transfer had been made: Provided, 
nevertheless, That this act shall not be construed to 
apply to any prosecution for an offence involving cor- 
poral punishment: And, provided also, That no such 
appeal shall be allowed in any criminal action or pros- 
ecution, where final judgment shall have been rendered 
in favor of the defendant, or respondent, by the State 
court; and in any action or prosecution against any 
person as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such person 
to plead the general issue, and give this act and any 
~—_ matter in evidence. And if, in any such suit, 

e plaintiff is nonsuit, or judgment pass against him, 
the defendant shall recover double costs :”’ 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 12, 
nays 15, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, German, Goldsbor- 
ough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, 
Thompson, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, GaiMard, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

And the bill having been amended, the Pres- 
IDENT resumed the Chair, and Mr. Varnum re- 
ported it to the House accordingly. 





Tuurspay, January 26. 


The bill in addition to the act to regulate the 
laying out and making a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Mershied to the State of Ohio, 
was read the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act to extend the time of 
Oliver Evans’s patent for his improvement on 
steam engines,” with amendments, in which they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. They 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Isaac Smith and Bratton Caldwell ;” also, a 
bill, entitled “An act to authorize the purchase of 
a tract of land for the use of the United States ;” 
in which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 


Intercourse with the Enemy. 


SSS tts see 
en 


January, 1815, 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration*of the 
bill to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and 
for other purposes; and the amendments made jn 
Committee of the Whole were concurred in ; and 
on motion, by Mr. Barzour, it was agreed to 
amend the 8th section of the bill, by inserting, in 
the 5th line, after the word “act,” the words, 
“ or under color thereof;” and, on motion by Mr. 
Barsoor, to insert the same words in the 7th line 
of the same section, after the word “ act ;” it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 16, nays 15, 
as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Gaillard, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton, 

Nars—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Lambert, Mason, Smith, Thompson, and Wells. 


On motion, by Mr. Daaaert, to strike out the 
8th section of the bill as amended, it was deter- 
— in the negative—yeas 13, nays 18, as fol- 
ows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, German, 
Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, 
Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Barber, Bibb, Brown, 
Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Rob- 
inson, Smith, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and 
Wharton. 


On motion, by Mr. Mason, to add the following 
proviso at the end of the 5th section: 


“ Provided, That each inspector so appointed shall, 
before he enter upon the duties of his office, give bond 
to the United States with sufficient sureties, to the 
acceptance of the district judge, of the district where 
such inspector shall be appointed, in a sum not less 
than —— thousand dollars, for the faithful performance 
of the duties of his office, and to respond damages to 
any person injured by such officer under color of his 
office ; which bond may, on application to such judge, 
by any person so injured by such officer, be put in suit 
for the benefit of such person :” 

It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 16, 
nays 15, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, 
King, Lambert, Mason, Smith, Thompson, and Wells. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Gaillavé, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

And the bill having been further amended the 


amendments were engrossed and the bill read a 
third time as amended. 





Fripay, January 27. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act to authorize the purchase of a 
tract of land for the use of the United States,” 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Isaac 
Smith and Bratton Caldwell,” was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 
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bill, entitled “An act toextend the time of Oliver 
Evans’s patent for his improvement on steam 
engines,” and on: motion, b Mr. Gites, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for giving 
further time to the purchasers of public lands to 
complete their payments,” reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Morrow, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act at- 
taching to the Canton district, in the State of 
Ohio, the tract of land lying between the foot of 
the rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, and the 
Connecticut Western Reserve,” also reported it 
without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the bill making appropri- 
ations for repairing or rebuilding the public build- 
ings within the City of Washington; and on 
motion, by Mr. Lacock, the consideration thereof 
was further postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. ‘TayLor presented the petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of Darlington district, in the 
State of South Carolina, praying an alteration in 
the conveyance of the mail through their district, 
for reasons stated in the petition; which was 
read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill concerning 
field officers of the militia; and, no amendment 
having been proposed, the bill was ordered io be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

he amendments to the bill. entitled “An act 
to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and for 
other purposes,” was read a third time asamended. 

On motion, by Mr. Kina, it was referred toa 
select comraittee, to consist of five members, fur- 
ther to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
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The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of John Brahany;” and, no 
amendment having been proposed, it passed to a 
third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Far- 
rington Barkelow, administrator of Mary Rapple- 
yea,” was resumed, as in Committee of the Whole; 
and, no amendment having been proposed, it pass- 
ed to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of William Arnold;” and, no 
amendment having been proposed, it passed to a 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act 
laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise, and 
for other purposes,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee; 
and, the amendments having been agreed to, the 
PresipeNT reported the bill to the House ac- 
cordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 





Satrurpay, January 28. 


On motion, by Mr. Varnum, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy De- 
partment be directed to lay before the Senate an 
account of the disbursements of public moneys 
which have been made at each navy yard in the 
United States, between the first day of January, 
1800, and the last day of December, 1814, desig- 
nating the disbursements made at each, in each 


Gites, Mason, Barsour, Cuace, and Biss, were | year. 


appointed the committee. 


Mr. Daacett, from the committee to whom 
were referred the petitions of numerous citizens 
of the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, North Carolina, and Ohio, praying 
Congress to prohibit the trausportation and open- 
ing of the mail on the Sabbath, made report; 
which was read, together with the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That at this time it is inexpedient to inter- 
fere and pass any laws on the subject-matter of the 
several petitions, praying the prohibition of the trans- 
portation and opening of the mail on the Sabbath. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning Matthew Guy, John Woodward, 
Samuel Tennison, and Wilfred Drury,” and on 
motion, by Mr. Tarr, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to consider and report 
thereon. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning Weston Jenkins and others,” and 
on motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, it was referred to 
the same committee, toconsiderand report thereon. 





| On motion, by Mr. Varnum, 

Resolved, That the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War be directed to lay before the Senate 
the amount of the expenditures in each State in 
the Union, for fortifications and for the ordnance 
department, from the commencement of the year 
1800, to the end of the year 1814, designating 
the sums expended in each State, in each year; 
and, also, designating the sums expended for forti- 
fications, from the sums expended for the ord- 
nance department. 

Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act to alter and amend the several acts for estab- 
lishing a Navy Department, by adding thereto a 
Board of Commissioners,” reported it with amend- 
ments. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the pur- 
chase of a tract of land for the use of the United 

States,” was read the second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Isaac 
Smith and Bratton Caldwell,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Lacock, 
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Anperson, and Tuompson, were appointed the 
committee. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Bar- 


rington Barkelow, administrator of Mary Rap-" 


Pleven, was read a third time, and passed. 
he bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
Brahany.” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Arnold,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill concerning field officers of the militia 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act laying 
duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise, and for other 
purposes,” was read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Tay.or, it was agreed to 
amend the title, by inserting, in the first line, 
after the word “act,” and before “laying,” “to 
amend the act.” 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee to whom were referred 
the petitions of numerous citizens of the States 
of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connnecticut, 
North Carolina, and Ohio, praying Congress to 
prohibit the transportation and opening of the 
mail on the Sabbath. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That at this time it is inexpedient to 
interfere and pass any laws on the subject-matter 
of the several petitions praying the prohibition of 
transportation and opening of the mail on the 
Sabbath. 

The Senate resumed the bill making appropri- 
ations for repairing or rebuilding the public build- 
ings within the City of Washington; and on 
motion, by Mr. Smirn, the consideration thereof 
was further postponed to Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 
to the act to regulate the laying out and making 
a road from Cumberland, in the State of of Mary- 
land, to the State of Ohio; and, no amendment 
having been proposed, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 


Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to prohibit in- 
tercourse with the enemy, and for other purposes,” 
reported it with amendments; which were read, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

On the question to agree to the amendment 
proposed by the select committee, “to strike out 
of the amendments the proviso to the end of the 
5th section of the bill,” it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 17, nays 12, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Gaillard, Giles, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Robin- 
son, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and 
Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Daggett, Fromentin, German, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Ma- 
son, Smith, and Thompson. 

On motion, by Mr. Mason, to amend the 5th 
section of the bill, by insertiag, after the word 


“customs,” in the 4th line, the following words: 
“and for whose acts and doings in their office the 
collector so appointing them shall be answerable 
to any person thereby injured :” it was determined 
in the negative—yeas 11, nays 18, as follows: 

Yeas—Meessrs. Daggett, Fromentin, German, Golds- 
borough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, 
and Thompson. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Chace, 
Condit, Gaillard, Giles, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Rob- 
inson, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, 
and Wharton. 

And the amendments reported by the select 
committee having been agreed to, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 





Monpay, January 30. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act giving further time to purchasers of public 
lands to complete their payments ;” and, no 
amendment having been proposed, it passed to a 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act attaching to the Canton district, in the State 
of Ohio, the tract of land lying between the foot 
of the rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, and the 
Connecticut Western Reserve ;” and, no amead- 
ment having been proposed, it passed to a third 
reading. 

Mr. Horsey, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill to allow a 
drawback of duties on spirits distilled, and cer- 
tain goods, wares, and merchandise, manufac- 
tured within the United States; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to alter and amend the several acts for estab- 
lishing a Navy Department, by adding thereto a 
Board of Commissioners, together with theamend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, on motion by Mr. Smiru, the further consid- 
eration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. Lacock, the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for repairing or 
rebuilding the public buildings within the City 
of Washington was _ to, and made the 
order of the day for, Wednesday next. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to 
prohibit intercourse with the enemy, and for other 
purposes,” was read a third time, as amended. 

esolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill in addition to the act to regulate the 
laying out and making a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio, 
was read a third time; and on motion, by Mr. 
Smrru, to fill the blank with “one hundred thou- 
sand,” it was determined in the affirmative, as 
follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Bibb, Brown, Chace, Condit, Fro- 
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ee 
in. Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, Kerr, Mor- 

row, Seaith, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, 
Wharton. 

ag: Barbour, King, Lambert, Mason, 

Robinson, Thompson, and Wells. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act in addition to the act to reg- 
ulate the laying out and making a road from Cum- 
berland, in the State of Maryland, to the State of 
Ohio.” i af 

Mr. Gites, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act for the better regulation of the Ordnance 
department,” reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Gies, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to author- 
ize the purchase of a tract of land for the use of 
the United States,” reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following Message was received from the 
Present oF THE Unitep States: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

Having bestowed on the bill, entitled “An act to 
incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America,” that full consideration which is 
due to the great importance of the subject, and dictated 
by the respect which I feel for the two Houses of Con- 
gress, | am constrained, by a deep and solemn convic- 
tion that the bill ought not to become a law, to return 
it to the Senate, in which it originated, with my objec- 
tions to the same. 

- Waiving the question of the Constitutional author- 
ity of the Legislature to establish an incorporated bank, 
as being precluded, in my judgment, by repeated rec- 
ognitions, under varied circumstances, of the validity | 
of such an institution, in acts of the Legislative, Exec- | 
utive, and Judicial branches of the Government, accom- 
panied by indications, in different modes, of a concur- 

| 





rence of the general will of the nation; the proposed 
bank does not appear to be calculated to answer the 
purposes of reviving the public credit, of providing a 
national medium of circulation, and of aiding the Trea- 
sury by facilitating the indispensable anticipations of 
the revenue, and by affording to the public more dura- 
ble loans. 

1. The capital of the bank is to be compounded of | 
specie, of public stock, and of Treasury notes convert- | 
ible into stock, with a certain proportion of each of 
which every subscriber is to furnish himself. 

The amount of the stock to be subscribed will not, 
it is believed, be sufficient to produce, in favor of the 
public credit, any considerable or lasting elevation of 
the market price, whilst this may be occasionally de- | 
pressed by the bank itself, if it should carry into the | 
market the allowed proportion of its capital consisting 
of public stock, in order to procure specie, which it may 
find its account in procuring, with some sacrifice on 
that part of its capital. : 

Nor will any adequate advantage arise to the public 
credit from the subscription of Treasury notes. The | 
actual issue of these notes nearly equals at present, | 
and will soon exceed, the amount to be subscribed to | 
the bank. The direct effect of this operation is simply | 
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Public credit might indeed be expected to derive ad- 
vantage from the establishment of a National Bank, 
without regard to the formation of its capital, if the full 
aid and co-operation of the institution were secured to 
the Government during the war, and during the period 
of its fiscal embarrassments. But, the bank proposed 
will be free from all legal obligation to co-operate with 
the public measures; and whatever might be the pa- 
triotic disposition of its directors to contribute to the 
removal of those embarrassments, and to invigorate the 
prosecution of the war, fidelity to the pecuniary and 
general interest of the institution, according to their 
estimate of it, might oblige them to decline a connex- 
ion of their operations with those of the National Trea- 
sury, during the continuance of the war and the diffi- 
culties incident to it. ‘Temporary sacrifices of interest, 
though overbalanced by the future and permanent 
profits of the charter, not-being requirable of right in 
behalf of the public, might not be gratuitously made, 
and the bank would reap the full benefit of the grant, 
whilst the public would lose the equivalent expected 
from it. For it must be kept in view, that the sole 
inducement to such a grant, on the part of the public, 
would be the prospect of substantial aids to its pecuni- 
ary means at the present crisis, and during the sequel 
of the war. It is evident that the stock of the- bank 
will, on the return of peace, if not sooner, rise in the 
market to a value which, if the bank were established 
in a period of peace, would authorize and obtain for 
the public a bonus to a very large amount. In lieu of 
such a bonus the Government is fairly entitled to, and 
ought not to relinquish or risk, the needful services of 
the bank, under the pressing circumstances of war. 

2. The bank, as proposed to be constituted, cannot 
be relied on during the war, to provide a circulating 
medium, nor to furnish loans, or anticipations of the 
public revenue. 

Without a medium, the taxes cannot be collected ; 
and, in the absence of specie, the medium understood 
to be the best substitute is that of notes issued by a 
National Bank. The proposed bank will commence 
and conduct its operations under an obligation to pay 
its notes in specie, or be subject to the loss of its char- 
ter. Without such an obligation, the notes of the 
bank, though not exchangeable for specie, yet resting 
on good pledges, and performing the uses of specie, in 
the payment of taxes, and in other public transactions, 
would, as experience has ascertained, qualify the bank 
to supply at once a circulating medium, and pecuniary 
aids to the Government. Under the fetters imposed 
by the bill, it is manifest that, during the actual state 
of things, and probably during the war, the period 
particularly requiring such a medium and such a re- 
source for loans and advances to the Government, 
notes for which the bank would be compellable to give 
specie in exchange could not be kept in circulation. 
The most the bank could effect, and the most it could 
be expected to aim at, would be to keep the institution 
alive by limited and local transactions, which, with the 
interest on the public stock in the bank, might yield a 
dividend sufficient for the purpose, until a change from 
war to peace should enable it, by a flow of specie into 
its vaults, and a removal of the external demand for it, 
to derive its contemplated emoluments from a safe and 
full extension of its operations. 

On the whole, when it is considered that the pro- 








to convert fifteen millions of Treasury notes into fif- | posed establishment will enjoy a monopoly of the 
teen millions of six per cent. stock, with the collateral | profits of a National hank for a period of twenty years ; 
effect of promoting an additional demand for Treasury | that the monopolized profits will be continually grow- 
notes, beyond what might otherwise be negotiable. 


‘ing, with the progress of the national population and 
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wealth ; that the nation will, during the same period, 
be dependent on the notes of the bank for that species 
of circulating medium, whenever the precious metals 
may be wanted, and at all times for so much thereof as 
may be an eligible substitute for a specie medium ; and 
that the extensive employment of the notes in the col- 
lection of the augmented taxes will, moreover, enable 
the bank greatly to extend its profitable issues of them, 
without the expense of specie capital to support their 
circulation; it is as reasonable as it is requisite, that 
the Government, in return for these extraordinary con- 
cessions to the bank, should have a greater security for 
attaining the public objects of the institution than is 
presented in the bill, and particularly for every practi- 
cable accommodation, both in the temporary advances 
necessary to anticipate the taxes, and in those more 
durable loans which are equally necessary to diminish 
the resort to taxes. : 

In discharging this painful duty of stating objections 
to a measure which has undergone the deliberations 
and received the sanction of the two Houses of the Na- 
tional Legislature, I console myself with the reflection 
that, if they have not the weight which I attach to 
them, they can be constitutionally overruled ; and with 
a confidence that, in a contrary event, the wisdom of 
Congress will hasten to substitute a more commensu- 
rate and certain provision for the public exigencies. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasurneton, January 30, 1815. 


> The Message was read, and on motion, by Mr. 
IBB, 

Ordered, That it be printed for the use of the 
Senate, and that to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, 
the Senate will proceed to consider the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States of America,” which 
has been returned by the President of the United 
States, with objections. 





Tuespay, January 31. 

Mr. Tart, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning Weston Jenkins and others,” re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Oo motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, the considera- 
tion of the amendments of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill, entitled “ An act to extend 
the time of Oliver Evans’s patent for his im- 
provement on steam engines,” was further post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “An act giving further time 
to the purchasers of public lands to complete 
their payments,” was read a third time, and 

assed. 

The bill, entitled “An act attaching to the Can- 
ton district, in the State of Ohio, the tract of land 
lying between the foot of the rapids of the Miami 
of Lake Erie, and the Connecticut Western Re- 
serve,” was read a third time, and passed. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Agreeably to order, the Senate proceeded to 
reconsider the bill passed by the two Houses, en- 
titled “ An act to incorporate the subscribers to 
the Bank of the United States of America,” which 
was presented for approbation on Monday, the 
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23d instant, and returned by the President on the 
30th instant, with objections. 


The said bill was read, and is as follows: 


An Act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank oj 
the United States of America. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre. 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con. 
gress assembled, That a Bank of the United States of 
America shall be established, the capital stock of which 
shall be thirty millions of dollars, divided into three 
hundred thousand shares, of one hundred dollars each 
share; and that subscriptions for thirty millions of dol. 
lars, towards constituting the said capital stock, shall 
be opened, on the last Monday of February next, at 
the following places, viz: at Portland, in Maine, Ports. 
mouth, in New Hampshire, Windsor, in Vermont, 
Boston, Providence, New Haven, New York, New 
Brunswick, in New Jersey, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
the City of Washington, Richmond, Raleigh, Charles. 
ton, Savannah, Lexington, in Kentucky, Nashville, in 
Tennessee, Chillicothe, in Ohio, and New Orleans, 
under the superintendence of the following persons, as 
commissioners to receive the same: at Portland, Mat- 
thew Cob, Isaac Isley, Joshua Wingate, junior; at 
Portsmouth, John Goddard, Nathan’! A. Haven, Henry 
S. Langdon; at Windsor, Elias Lyman, William Lev- 
eret, Eleazer May; at Boston, Israel Thorndike, Thos. 
H. Perkins, William Gray, Aaron Hill, Samuel Brown; 
at Providence, Seth Wheaton, Ebenezer K. Dexter, 
Henry Smith; at New Haven, Abraham Bishop, Wil- 
liam W. Woolsey, Henry Jones; at New York, Robert 
Troup, William Paulding, junior, Robert Lenox, John 
Jacob Astor, Samuel Tooker, Isaac Bronson, Henry 
A. Coster; at New Brunswick, James Vanderpool, 
John Bray, Peter Gordon; at Philadelphia, Jared In- 
gersoll, Thomas M. Willing, Stephen Girard, Chandler 
Price, Anthony Taylor, John Sergeant, Cadwallader 
Evans; at Baltimore, James A. Buchanan, Henry 
Payson, William Wilson; at the City of Washington, 
John Mason, Robert Brent, John P. Van Ness; at 
Richmond, Benjamin Hatcher, John Brockenborough, 
John Preston; at Raleigh, Sherwood Haywood, Bev- 
erly Daniel, William Peace; at Charleston, John C. 
Faber, Thomas Jones, Stephen Elliot, Charles B. 
Cochran, Thomas Blackwood; at Savannah, John 
Bolton, Charles Harris, James Johnson ; at Lexington, 
in Kentucky, Charles Wilkins, Lewis Sanders, John 
H. Morton; at Nashville, Robert Weakly, Felix Grun- 
dy, John R. Bedford; at Chillicothe, Samuel Finley, 
Thomas James, William McFarland; at New Orleans, 
Dominick H. Hall, Benjamin Morgan, Paul Lanuse, 
Thomas L. Harman, and William Flood; which sub- 
scriptions shall continue open every day, from the time 
of opening the same, from ten o’clock in the forenoon, 
until four o’clock in the afternoon, until the Saturday 
following, at four o’clock in the afternoon, when the 
same shall be closed; and immediately thereafter, the 
commissioners, or any two of them, at the respective 
places aforesaid, shall cause two transcripts or fair 
copies of such subscriptions to be made ; one of which 
they shall send to the Secretary of the Treasury, one 
they shall retain, and the original shall, within three 
days from the closing of the same, be by the said com- 
missioners transmitted to the said commissioners at 
Philadelphia, or to one of them: and, on the receipt 
thereof, the said commissioners at Philadelphia, or any 
three of them, shall immediately thereafter convene 
and proceed to take an account of the said subscrip- 
tions; and if more than the amount of thirty millions 
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of dollars shall have been subscribed, then the said last 
mentioned commissioners shall apportion the same 
among the several subscribers, according to their sev- 
eral and respective subscriptions ; Provided, however, 
That such commissioners shall, by such apportionment, 
allow and apportion to each subscriber at least one 
share; and, in case the aggregate amount of the said 
subscriptions shall exceed thirty millions of dollars, the 
said commissioners, after having apportioned the same 
as aforesaid, shall cause lists of the said apportioned 
subscriptions to be made out, including in each list the 
apportioned subscription for the place where the ori- 
ginal subscription was made, one of which lists shall 
be transmitted to the commissioners, or to one of the 
commissioners, under whose superintendence such sub- 
scriptions were originally made, that the subscribers 
may ascertain from them the number of shares appor- 
tioned to such subscribers respectively; and, if the 
amount of thirty millions of dollars shall not be sub- 
scribed during the period aforesaid, at all the places 
aforesaid, the subscription to complete the said sum 
shall afterwards be and remain open at Philsdelphia, 
under the superintendence of the said commissioners 
appointed at that place, and the subscription may be 
then made by any corporation, copartnership, or person, 
for any number of shares not exceeding the amount 
required to complete the said sum of thirty millions of 
dollars. And, in case of the death, or refusal to serve, 
of any of the commissioners aforesaid, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States to supply the 
vacancy or vacancies thus created, by appointing some 
suitable person or persons. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for any person, copartnership, or body politic, 
to subscribe for so many shares of the said capital stock 
of the said bank, as he or they shall think fit, not ex- 
ceeding three thousand shares, except as is hereinafter 
provided for the subscription on behalf of the United 
States, and the sums respectively subscribed, except 
on behalf of the United States, as is hereinafter 
provided, shall be payable in the manner following, 
that is to say: five millions of dollars thereof in gold 
or silver coin of the United States, or of foreign coin 
at the value heretofore established by the act of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act regulating the currency of for- 
eign coins,” passed the 10th day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and six; ten millions of dollars 
thereof in gold or silver coin, as aforesaid, or in the 
public debt of the United States, contracted by virtue 
of the act of Congress, entitled “An act authorizing 
a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dol- 
lars,” passed the fourteenth day of March one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, or contracted, or to be con- 
tracted, by virtue of any subsequent act and acts of 
Congress heretofore passed, authorizing a loan or loans ; 
and fifteen millions of dollars thereof in gold and silver 
coin, or in Treasury notes, issued under the act of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act to authorize the issuing notes,” 
passed the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, or issued under the authority of 
any subsequent act or acts of Congress, authorizing, or 
which shall authorize, Treasury notes to be issued, 
previously to the final closing of the subscriptions to 
the said bank. And the said payment shall be made 
and completed in the sums and at the times here- 
inafter declared, that is to say: at the time of sub- 
scribing there shall be paid six dollars and sixty-six 
cents and two-thirds of a cent on each share, in gold 
or silver coin ; twenty dollars in the Treasury notes 
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aforesaid ; and thirteen dollars thirty-three cents and 
one-third of a cent in the public debt of the United 
States, contracted or to be contracted, as aforesaid: 
at the expiration of four calendar months after the 
time of subscribing there shall be paid the further sum 
of three dollars thirty-three cents and one third of a 
cent on each share, in gold or silver coin; ten dollars 
in the Treasury notes aforesaid ; and six dollars sixty- 
six cents and two-thirds of a cent in the public debt 
of the United States, contracted or to be contracted as 
aforesaid: at the expiration of six calendar months 
from the time of subscribing there shall be paid the 
further sum of three dollars thirty-three cents and one 
third of a cent on each share, in gold or silver coin; ten 
dollars in the Treasury notes aforesaid ; and six dollars 
sixty-six cents and two-thirds of a cent in the public 
debt of the United States, contracted, or to be contract- 
ed, as aforesaid: at the expiration of eight calendar 
months from the time of subscribing there shall be paid 
the further sum of three dollars thirty-three cents and 
one-third of a cent, in gold or silver coin; ten dollars 
in the Treasury notes aforesaid ; and six dollars sixty- 
six cents and two-thirds of a cent in the public debt of 
the United States, contracted, or to be contracted, as 
aforesaid. And the subscriptions in public stock and 
Treasury notes, as aforesaid, shall be taken and cred- 
ited for the principal and so much of the interest thereof, 
respectively, as shall have accrued on the day of sub- 
scribing the same. And, at the time of subscribing to 
the capital stock of the said bank, as aforesaid, each 
and every subscriber shall deliver to the commissioners, 
at the place of subscribing, as well the specie amount 
of their subscriptions, respectively, as the certificates of 
stock for the stock proportion of their subscriptions, re- 
spectively, together with a power of attorney authori- 
zing the said commissioners, or a majority of them, to 
transfer the said stock, in due form of law, to “The 
President, Directors, and Company, of the said Bank 
of the United States of America,” as soon as the said 
bank shall be organized ; and, also, Treasury notes for 
the proportion of the subscriptions, respectively, pay- 
able in Treasury notes as aforesaid: Provided, always, 
That if, in consequence of the apportionment of shares 
in the said bank among the subscribers, in the case 
and in the manner hereinbefore prescribed, any sub- 
scriber shall have delivered to the commissioners, at 
the time of subscribing, a greater amount of specie, 
stock, and Treasury notes, than shall be necessary to 
complete the payments for the share or shares to such 
subscriber, apportioned as aforesaid, the commission- 
ers shall only retain so much of the said money, stock, 
and Treasury notes, as shall be necessary to complete 
such payments, and shall forthwith return, on applica- 
tion for the same, the surplus thereof to the subscriber 
lawfully entitled thereto. And the commissioners re- 
spectively shall deposite the gold and silver, certificates 
of stock, and Treasury notes, by them respectively re- 
ceived, as aforesaid, from the subscribers to the said 
bank, in some place of secure and safe keeping, so that 
the same may and shall be specifically delivered and 
transferred, as the same were by them respectively re- 
ceived, to the said President, Directors, and Company, 
of the said Bank of the United States of America, or 
to their order, as soon as shall be required after the 
organization of the said bank. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the United 
States may, at any time before the expiration of this 
act, in pursuance of any law which may be passed by 
Congress for that purpose, cause to be subscribed, for 
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the use ofthe United States, to said bank, fifty thousand 
additional shares, to be paid in public stock, bearing 
an interest of four per cent. per annum, redeemable in 
any sums, and at any periods, which the Government 
may deem fit. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
and as often as any of the Treasury notes, subscribed 
as aforesaid, to the said capital stock of the said bank, 
shall be due and payable, it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury (and he is hereby authorized 
and required) to pay and redeem the same, principal 
and interest, by causing certificates of public stock for 
an equal amount, bearing an interest of six per cent. 
per annum, and redeemable in any sums, and at any 
periods, which the Government may deem fit, to be 
prepared and made in the usual form, and the same to 
be delivered to the president and directors of the said 
bank, in satisfaction and discharge of such Treasury 
notes. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sub- 
scribers to the said Bank of the United States of Amer- 
ica, their successors and assigns, shall be, and are 
hereby created, a corporation and body politic, by the 
name and style of “ The President, Directors, and Com- 
pany, of the Bank of the United States of America,” 
and shall so continue until the third day of March, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five ; 
and by that name shall be, and are hereby made, able 
and capable in law, to have, purchase, receive, possess, 
enjoy, and retain, to them and their successors, lands, 
rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels, and 
effects, of whatsoever kind, nature, and quality, to an 
amount not exceeding in the whole thirty-five millions 
of dollars, including the amount of the capital stock 
aforesaid ; and the same to sell, grant, demise, alien, or 
dispose of, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, 
answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in all 
courts and places whatsoever ; and also to make, have, 
and use, a common seal, and the same to break, alter, 
and renew, at their pleasure; and, also, to ordain, 
establish, and put in execution, such by-laws and ordi- 
nances, and regulations, as they shall deem necessary 
and convenient, for the government of the said corpo- 
ration, not being contrary to the Constitution and laws 
of the United States ; and generally to do and execute 
all and singular the acts, matters, and things, which to 
them it shall or may appertain to do; subject, never- 
theless, to the rules, regulations, restrictions, limita- 
tions, and provisions, hereinafter prescribed and de- 
clared. 

Src 6. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
management of the aflairs of the said corporation, there 
shall be twenty-five directors, who shall be elected at 
the banking house in Philadelphia, on the first Monday 
of January, in each year, by the stockholders or propri- 
etors of the capital stock of the said corporation, and by 
a plurality of votes then and there actually given, ac- 
cording to the scale of voting hereinafter prescribed. 





And the directors, so duly chosen, shall be capable of 


serving by virtue of such choice, until the end or ex- 
piration of the first Monday in January next ensuing 
the time of such election, and no longer: Provided, 
always, That the first election and appointment of di- 
rectors shall be at the time, and for the period, herein- 
after declared. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, as soon as 
the sum of twelve millions of dollars in gold and silver 
coin, and in the public debt and Treasury notes, shall 
have been actually received on account of the subscrip- 
tions to the said capital stock, (exclusively of the sub- 
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scription aforesaid on the part of the United States,) 
notice thereof shall be given by the persons unde; 
whose superintendence the subscriptions shall hay, 
been made at Philadelphia, in at least two public news. 
papers, printed in each of the places where subscrip. 
tions shall have been made; and the said persons shajj, 
at the same time, and in like manner, notify a time 
and place within the said city of Philadelphia, at the 
distance of at least twenty days from the time of such 
notification, for proceeding to the election of directors 
as aforesaid ; and it shall be lawful for such election tp 
be then and there made. And the persons who shal! 
be then and there chosen as aforesaid, shall be the firs 
directors, and shall proceed to elect one of their num. 
ber president of the said corporation, and they shalj 
be capable of serving by virtue of such choice until the 
end and expiration of the first Monday of January next 
ensuing the time of making the same, and shall forth. 
with, thereafter, commence the operations of the said 
bank, at the said city of Philadelphia: Provided, ai. 
ways, That in case it should at any time happen that 
an election of directors and president of the said 
corporation should not be made upon any day when, 
in pursuance of this act, they ought to be made, the 
said corporation shall not for that cause be deemed to 
be dissolved ; but it shall be lawful on any other day 
to hold and make an election of directors and presi- 
dent of the said corporation, (as the case may be,) in 
such manner as shall have been regulated by the by. 
laws and ordinances of the said corporation ; and un 
til such election be so made, the directors and president, 
for the time being, shall continue in office; And pro- 
vided also, That, in case of the death, resignation, or 
removal, of the president of the said corporation, the 
directors shall proceed to elect another president : And 
provided, also, That in case of the death, resignation, 
or absence from the United States, or removal of a di- 
rector from office, the vacancy shall be supplied by the 
stockholders. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That the direc- 
tors, for the time being, shall have power to appoint such 
officers, clerks, and servants, under them, as shall be 
necessary for executing the business of the said corpo- 
ration, and to allow them such compensation for their 
services respectively, as shall be reasonable ; and shall 





be capable of exercising such other powers and authori- 


ties for the well governing and ordering of the affairs 
of the said corporation, as shall be prescribed, fixed, 
and determined, by the laws, regulations, and ordinan- 
ces of the same. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That the follow- 
ing, restrictions, limitations, and provisions, shal! form 
and be fundamental articles of the constitution of the 
said corporation, to wit: ; 

1. The number of votes to which the stockholders 
shall be entitled, in voting for directors, shall be accori- 
ing to the number of shares he, she, or they respec- 
tively, shall hold, in the proportions following, that is 
to say: for one share and not more than two shares, 
one vote; for every two shares above two and not cx- 
ceeding ten, one vote; for every four shares above ten 
and not exceeding thirty, one vote ; for every six shares 
above thirty and not exceeding sixty, one vote; for 
every eight shares above sixty and not exceeding one 
hundred, one vote; and for every ten shares above one 
hundred, one vote. But no person, copartnership, oF 
body politic, shall be entitled to a greater number than 
thirty votes; and after the first election, no share or 
shares shall confer a right of voting, which shall have 
been holden three calendar months previous to the day 
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of election. And stockholders actually resident within 
the United States, and none other, may vote in elec- 
ions by proxy. 

ee aes than three-fourths of the directors in 
office, at the time of an annual election, shall be elected 
for the next succeeding year, and no person shall be a 
director more than three out of four years ; but the di- 
rector who shall be the president at the time of an elec- 
tion, may always be re-elected. 

3. None but a resident citizen of the United States, 
and holding at the time of his election not less than 
ten shares, bona fide in his own right, shall be a direc- 
tor; and if any director shall cease to be a stockholder 
to that amount, he shall cease to be a director. 

4. No director shall be entitled to any emolument. 
The stockholders may make such compensation to the 
president, for his extraordinary attendance at the bank, 
as shall appear to them reasonable. 

5. Not less than seven directors shall constitute a 
board for the transaction of business, of whom the presi- 
dent shall always be one, except in case of sickness or 
neceseary absence, in which case his place may be sup- 
plied by any other director whom he, by writing, un- 
der his hand, shall depute for the purpose. And 
the director so deputed, may do and transact all the 
necessary business belonging to the office of the pres- 
ident of the said corporation, during the continuance 
of the sickness or necessary absence of the president. 

6. A number of stockholders not less than sixty, 
who, together, shall be proprietors of one thousand 
shares or upwards, shall have power at any time to 
call a general meeting of the stockholders, for purposes 
relative to the institution, giving at least ten weeks’ 
notice in two public newspapers of the place where the 
bank is seated, and specifying in such notice the object 
or objects of such meeting. 

7. Every cashier or treasurer, before he enters upon 
the duties of his office, shall be required to give bond, 
with two or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
directors, in a sum not less than fifty thousand dollars, 
with a condition for his good behaviour, and the faithful 
performance of his duties to the corporation. 

8. The lands, tenements, and hereditaments, which 
it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, shall 
be only requisite for its immediate accommodation in 
relation tothe convenient transacting of its business, 
and such as shall have been bona fide mortgaged to it 
by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of 
debts previously contracted in the course of its dealings, 
or purchased at sales, upon judgments which shall have 
been obtained for such debts. 

9. The total amount of debts which the said corpo- 
ration shall at any time owe, whether by bond, bill, 
note, or other contract, over and above the debt or 
debts due for money deposited in the bank, shall not 
exceed the sum of thirty millions of dollars, unless the 
contracting of any greater debt shall have been pre- 
viously authorized by a law of the United States. In 
case of excess, the directors under whose administra- 
tion it shall happen, shall be liable for the same, in 
their natural and private capacities, and an action of 
debt may, in such case, be brought against them, or 
any of them, their or any of their heirs, executors, or 
administrators, in any court of record of the United 
States, or either of them, by any creditor or creditors 
of the said corporation, and may be prosecuted to judg- 
ment and execution, any condition, covenant, or agree- 
ment, to the contrary notwithstanding. But this pro- 
vision shall not be construed to exempt the said cor- 
poration, or the lands, tenements, goods, or chattels, of 
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the same, from being also liable for, and chargeable 
with, the said excess. Such of the said directors who 
may have been absent when the said excess was con- 
tracted or created, or who may have dissented from 
the resolution or act whereby the same was so con- 
tracted or created, may respectively exonerate them- 
selves from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice 
of the fact, and of their absence or dissent, to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and to the stockholders, at a 
general meeting, which they shall have power to call 
for that purpose. 

10, The said corporation shall not, directly or indi- 
rectly, deal or trade in anything except bills ofexchange, 
gold or silver bullion, or in the sale of goods really and 
truly pledged for money lent, and not redeemed in due 
time, or goods which shall be the proceeds of its lands. 
It shall not be at liberty to purchase any public debt 
whatsoever; nor shall it take more than at the rate 
of six per cent. per annum for or upon its loans or 
discounts. 

11. The said corporation shall not, in any one year, 
sell any portion of the public debt constituting a part 
of its capital stock aforesaid, to an amount exceeding 
five millions of dollars, without the consent of Congress. 

12. No loan shall be made by the said corporation, 
for the use, or on account, of the Government of the 
United States, to an amount exceeding five hundred 
thousand dollars; or any particular State, to an amount 
exceeding fifty thousand dollars; or to any foreign 
Prince or State, unless previously authorized by a law 
of the United States. 

13. The stock of the said corporation shall be assign- 
able and transferable according to such rules as shall 
be instituted in that behalf, by the laws and ordinances 
of the same. 

14. The bills obligatory and of credit, under the seal 
of the said corporation, which shall be made to any 
person or persons, shall be assignable by endorsement 
thereupon, under the hand or hands of such person or 
persons, and his, her, or their executors or administra- 
tors, and of his, her, or their assignee or assignees, and 
the executors or administrators of such assignee or as- 
signees, and so as absolutely to transfer and vest the pro- 
perty thereof in each and every assignee or assignees, 
successively, and to enable such assignee or assignees, 
and his, her, or their executors or administrators, to 
maintain an action thereupon in his, her, or their own 
name or names. And the bills or notes which may be 
issued by order of the said corporation, signed by the 
president and countersigned by the principal cashier 
or treasurer thereof, promising the payment of money 
to any person or persons, his, her, or their order, or to 
bearer, although not under the seal of the said corpo- 
ration, shall be binding and obligatory upon the same, 
in the like manner, and with the like force and effect, 
as upon any private person or persons, ifissued by him, 
her, or them, in his, her, or their private or natural ca- 
pacity or capacities, and shall be assignable and nego- 
tiable in like manner as if they were so issued by such 
private person or persons ; thatis sosay: those which 
shall be payable to any person or persons, his, her, or their 
order, shall be assignable by endorsement, in like man- 
ner, and with the like effect, as foreign bills of exchange 
now are; and those which are payable to bearer shall 
be assignable and negotiable by delivery only. 

15. Half yearly dividends shall be made of so much 
of the profits of the bank as shall appear to the direc- 
tors advisable; and once in every three years, the di- 
rectors shall lay before the stockholders, at a general 
meeting, for their information, an exact and particular 
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statement of the debts which have remained unpaid 
after the expiration of the original credit, for a period 
of treble the term of that credit, and of the surplus of 
profits, if any, after deducting losses and dividends. If 
there shall be a failure in the payment of any part of 
any sum subscribed by any person, copartnership, or 
body politic, the party failing shall lose the benefit of 
any dividend which may have accrued prior to the time 
for making such payment, and during the delay of the 
same. 

16. The directors of said corporation shall be bound 
to establish a competent office of discount and deposite 
in the District of Columbia, whenever any law of the 
United States shall require such establishment; and it 
shall be lawful for the said directors to establish offices 
wheresoever they shall think fit, within the United 
Stater or the Territories thereof, for the purposes of dis- 
count, deposite, and distribution ; or for the purposes 
of deposite and distribution only ; and upon the same 
terms, and in the same manner, as shall be practised 
at the bank; and to commit the management of the 
said offices, and the business thereof respectively, to 
such persons, and under such regulations, as they shall 
deem proper, not being contrary to law or to the con- 
stitution of the bank. Or, instead of establishing such 
offices, it shall be lawful for the directors of the said 
corporation, from time to time, to employ any other 
bank or banks, at any place or places that they may 
deem safe and proper, to manage and transact the busi- 
ness proposed as aforesaid to be managed and trans- 
acted by such offices, under such agreements, and sub- 
ject to such regulations, as they shall deem just and 
proper. But the managers and directors of every of- 
fice of discount, deposite, and distribution, established 
as aforesaid, shall be annually appointed by the direc- 
tors of the bank, to serve one year; each of them shall 
be a citizen of the United States, and shall hold, at the 
time of his appointment, not less than five shares in the 
said bank, bona fide in his own right; and if he shall 
cease to be a stockholder to that amount, he shall cease 
to be a manager or director of such office of discount, 
deposite, and distribution; and not more than three- 
fourths of the said managers or directors in office at the 
time of an annual appointment, shall be re-appointed 
for the next succeeding year; nor shall any person 
be a manager or director for more than three out of 
four years; but the president may be always re-ap- 
pointed. 

17. The said corporation, all offices of discount, de- 
posite, and distribution, and of deposite and distribu- 
tion only, which shall be established by the said -di- 
rectors as aforesaid, and all banks by the said directors 
employed in lieu of such offices as aforesaid, shall be 
bound to receive, upon deposite, the Treasury notes of 
the United States which have been or may be hereafter 
issued by virtue of any law or laws of the United States ; 
but it shall be optional with the said corporation to pay 
and discharge the checks or drafts of the persons making 
such deposite, in Treasury notes, for the amount thereof, 
either in gold or silver coin, or in the notes of the bank, 
orin Treasury notes. And all banks by the said di- 
rectors employed as aforesaid, in lieu of the offices 
aforesaid, shall be further bound to receive on deposite, 
and to circulate, the notes of the said corporation, on 
the same terms, and in the same manner, as the notes 
of the said banks respectively are received and circu- 
lated; and, from time to time, issue and exchange for 
the said notes of the said corporation, other notes of 
the said corporation, or the notes of the said banks re- 
spectively, or Treasury notes, at the option of the per- 


sons applying for such issue or exchange. The sai 
corporation shall, at all times, distribute among the 
offices of discount, deposite, and distribution, and of 
deposite and distribution only, and at all the banks 
employed in lieu of such offices as aforesaid, a sufi. 
cient sum, in the various denominations of the notes o/ 
the said corporation, and in the Treasury notes which 
it may receive upon deposite from the Government, to 
answer the demand therefor, and to establish a suff. 
cient circulating medium throughout the United States 
and the Territories thereof. 

18. The officer at the head of the Treasury Depart. 
ment of the United States shall be furnished, from time 
to time, as often as he may require, not exceeding once 
a week, with statements of the amount of capital stock 
of the said corporation, and of the debts due to the 
same; of the moneys deposited therein ; of the notes 
in circulation ; and of the cash in hand; and shall have 
a right to inspect such general accounts in the books 
of the bank as shall relate to the said statement: Pro- 
vided, That this shall not be construed to imply a right 
of inspecting the account of any private individual or 
individuals with the bank. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That if the 
said corporation, or any person or persons for or to the 
use of the same, shall deal or trade in buying or selling 
any goods, wares, merchandise, or commodities what- 
soever, contrary to the provisions of this act, all and 
every person or persons by whom any order or direc- 
tion for so dealing or trading shall have been given, 
and all and every person and persons who shall have 
been concerned as parties or agents therein, shall for- 
feit and lose treble the value of the goods, wares, mer- 
chandises, and commodities, in which such dealing and 
trade shall have been; one half thereof to the use of 
the informer, and the other half thereof to the use of 
the United States, to be recovered in any action at law, 
with costs of suit. 

Src. 11. And beit further enacted, That if the said 
corporation shall advance or lend any sum of money, 
for the use or on account of the Government of the 
United States, to an amount exceeding three hundred 
thousand dollars; or of any particular State, to an 
amount exceeding fifty thousand dollars; or of any 
foreign Prince or State, (unless previously authorized 
thereto by a law of the United States,) all and every 
person and persons, by and with whose order, agree- 
ment, consent, approbation, and connivance, such un- 
lawful advance or loan shall have been made, upon 
conviction thereof, shall forfeit and pay, for every such 
offence, treble the value or amount of the sum or sums 
which shall have been so unlawfully advanced or lent; 
one-fifth thereof to the use of the informer, and the 
residue thereof to the use of the United States. __ 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That the bills 
or notes of the said corporation, originally made pay- 
able, or which shall have become payable on demand, 
shall be receivable in all payments to the United 
States, until otherwise directed by act of Congress. 

Src. 13, And be it further enacted, That if the sub- 
scriptions and payments to the said bank shall not be 
made and completed, so as to enable the same to comi- 
mence its operations, or if the said bank shall not com- 
mence its operations on or before the first day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, then, and in 
that case, this act shall be null and void. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it sball at 
all times be lawful for a committee of either House of 
Congress, appointed for that purpose, to inspect the 
books, and to examine into the proceedings, of the cor- 
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‘on hereby created, and to report whether the pro- 
Lr this Laat have been by the same violated 
or not: and whenever any committee, as aforesaid, 
shall find and report, or the President of the United 
States shall have reason to believe, that the charter has 
been violated, it may be lawful for Congress to direct, 
or the President to order a scire facias to be sued out 
of the circuit court of the district of Pennsylvania, in 
the name of the United States, (which shall be exe- 
cuted upon the president of the corporation, for the 
time being, at least fifteen days before the commence- 
ment of the term of said court,) calling on the said 
corporation to show cause wherefore the charter hereby 
granted shall not be declared forfeited ; and it shall be 
lawful for the said court, upon the return of the said 
scire facias, to examine into the truth of the alleged 
violation ; and if such violation be made appear, then 
to pronounce and adjudge that the said charter is for- 
feited and annulled: Provided, however, Every issue 
of fact which may be joined between the United States 
and the corporation aforesaid shall be tried by jury. 
And it shall be lawful for the court aforesaid to require 
the production of such of the books of the corporation 
as it may deem necessary for the ascertainment of the 
controverted facts; and the final judgment of the court 
aforesaid shall be examinable in the Supreme Court of 
the United States, by writ of error, and may be there 
reversed or affirmed, according to the usages of law. 

Szc. 15. And be it further enacted, That, during 
the continuance of this act, and whenever required by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the said corporation 
shall do and perform the several and respective duties 
of the Commissioners of Loans for the several States, 
or any one or more of them, at the times, in the man- 
ner, and upon the terms, to be prescribed by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Src. 16. And be it further enacted, That no other 
bank shall be established by any future law of the Uni- 
ted States, during the continuance of the corporation 
hereby created; for which the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged: Provided, Congress may re- 
new existing charters for banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia, not increasing the capital thereof; and may 
grant charters, if they deem it expedient, to any bank- 
ing associations now in operation in the said District, 
and renew the same, not increasing the capital thereof. 
And notwithstanding the expiration of the term for 
which the said corporation is created, it shall be lawful 
to use the corporate name, style, and capacity, for the 
purpose of suits, for the final settlement and liquidation 
of the affairs and accounts of the corporation, and for 
the sale and disposition of their estate, real, personal, 
and mixed, but not for any other purpose, or in any 
other manner whatsoever: nor for a period exceeding 
two years, after the expiration of the said term of in- 
corporation. 

LANGDON CHEVES, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 

JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the Senate, pro tem. 

The Presipent’s objections were also again 
read; and on motion, by Mr. Barspour, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was ostponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, it coeday next. 





Wepnespay, February 1. 


_ The bill to allow a drawback of duties on spirits 
distilled, and certain goods, wares. and merchan- 
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dise, manufactured, within the United States, was 
read a second time. 

On motion, by Mr. Gites, two members were 
added to the Committee on Military Affairs; and 
Messrs. Smita and Varnum were appointed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act giving the right of pre- 
emption in the purchase of lands to certain set- 
tlers in the Indiana Territory ;” also, a bill, enti- 
tled “An act to authorize the payment for prop- 
erty lost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy, 
while in the military service of the United States;” 
in which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Varnom, from the Militia Committee, re- 
ported a bill to authorize a detachment from the 
militia of the United States; and the bill was 
read. 

Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning Matthew Guy, John Woodward, 
Samuel Tennison, and Wilfred Drury,” reported 
it with amendments. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to amend the 
act, entitled ‘An act to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying a di- 
rect tax upon the United States, and to provide 
for assessing and collecting the same;” and the 
act, entitled “ An act to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on household furniture, and on gold and silver 
watches,” reported it with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the better regulation of the Ordnance de- 
partment,” together with the amendments re- 
ported thereto by the select committee; and the 
amendments having been agreed to, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, the bill as amended 
was recommitted to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, further to consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for repairing or rebuilding the public 
buildings within the City of Washington. 

On motion, by Mr. Mason, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to the second 
Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 7, nays 22, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Dana, German, Hunter, King, Lam- 
bert, Mason, and Wells. 

Naxs—Messrs. Barbour, Bibb, Brown, Chace, Con- 
dit, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Goldsborough, 
Horsey, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Walker, and Wharton. 

Mr. FromMENTIN moved to recommit the bill to 
a select committee, further to consider and report 
thereon. The motion was postponed until to- 
morrow. 
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(There took place on the subject an interesting 
debate. Messrs. Lacock, Barsour, Dagcerr, 
and Kerr, were the principal advocates of the 
bill, and Messrs. Mason, Dana, and German, 
its principal opponents. } 


DEFENCE OF THE CITY OF BALTIMORE. 


Mr. Smiru presented the memorial of the Com- 
mittee of Vigilance and Safety of the city and 
precincts of Baltimore, praying effectual protec- 
tion against the enemy, as is stated in the memo- 
rial; which was read, and on motion, by Mr. 
Smits, ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the President of the United States, and the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, the memorial of 
the Committee of Vigilance and Safety of the city 
and precincts of Baltimore. 


Your memorialists beg leave to draw your attention 
to the necessity of providing a force adequate to the 
defence of the city of Baltimore, during the next cam- 
paign, and, in doing so, they would take the liberty to 
submit the following statement and reflections for your 
consideration : 

Nothing has so strikingly illustrated the easy ac- 
cessibility of the city of Baltimore to an invading 
enemy, as the demonstration made upon it during the 
last Summer. It then appeared that large frigates, 
and any number of bomb vessels, could, without mo- 
lestation from the shore, approach and lie within shell 
range of Fort McHenry, the chief strong hold of the 
city ; and that, unless the channels should be season- 
ably and effectually obstructed, they might approach 
within reach of the city itself along a prong of the 
Patapsco, called Ferry Branch. It also appeared that 
any number of troops may with ease be landed on that 
long narrow slip of land, called Patapsco Neck, the 
most remote point of which is about twelve miles from 
Baltimore, and that, when landed, unless checked or 
repelled by an equal or superior force, they may, in a 
very short time, be marched to the assault of any part 
of the city. Thus much has been clearly evinced by 
the late attack of the enemy. The other directions 
from which assaults were seriously apprehended, it 
might be highly imprudent to point out and explain 
in a paper, with the contents of which the enemy may 
hereafter become acquainted ; and the more especially 
since that enemy, everywhere barbarous and malig- 
nant, may well be supposed to cherish a peculiarly 
rancorous spirit of hostility against a city from which 
he has been driven back with disappointment and dis- 
grace, and to be anxiously attentive to all the means 
by which he may best explore every avenue to assault, 
and be enabled to select the weakest and most vul- 
nerable. 

The people of Baltimore, apprized of the power and 
temper of the enemy with whom they had to contend, 
have, during the last Summer, exerted every means 
in their power to render their city as strong and as 
defensible as possible. They hold in readiness ob- 
structions prepared to be thrown into the channels of 
the river leading to the city, at the shortest notice; 
have, chiefly by their own+personal labor or contribu- 
tions, caused forts, redoubts, or breastworks, to be 
thrown up, and nearly completed, under the direction 
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of the military authority, round about the whole ey. 
tent of the city ; and they have aided, as far as in thei; 
power, in procuring and mounting the ordnance neces. 
sary and suitable to the works so erected. When 
those lines and forts shall be well and fully manned, 
Baltimore will feel perfectly secure; its citizens may 
then with confidence set the enemy at defiance; by; 
not till then. 

Your memorialists deem it unnecessary to state the 
strength of the regular force now stationed here, be. 
cause the most correct sources of information upon 
this subject are at the seat of Government. It is, how. 
ever, confessedly very inferior, and inadequate to the 
defence of the city. Your memorialists have not been 
able to ascertain with precision the number of men 
requisite for the defence of Baltimore; but from , 
consideration of the ease with which the city may be 
approached, both by land and water, as manifested in 
the late attack; of the various points to be defended ; 
of the reported threats and disposable force of the en- 
emy ; and also of information obtained from some of 
the most experienced and intelligent military charac. 
ters, they are strongly impressed with a belief that a 
considerable permanent force of regulars is indispensa- 
ble to the safety of the city. Whether such a force 
can be detached from the military establishment now 
on foot, is more than your memorialists can undertake 
to say; but every expectation that it would be done, 
has thus far been withheld from them, and they have 
uniformly been given to understand that their reliance 
must be placed, during the next campaign, as hereto- 
fore, on the militia to be called together as occasion 
may require. Against such an arrangement your me- 
morialists, on behalf of their fellow-citizens, the people 
of Baltimore and its precincts, must beg leave warmly 
to remonstrate and most decidedly to protest. The 
inefficiency of militia alone for any regular or im- 
portant operation of war, has been so often and so 
fully tested that it cannot now be necessary to 
adduce either proofs, or arguments, to show what 
has been so long and universally admitted. The 
experience of this, as well as that of the Revolu- 
tionary war, shows that, to repel the hasty predatory 
incursions of an enemy, militia may often be brought 
to act with much effect, and that they are a useful, and 
often powerful auxiliary force in partisan warfare ; it 
also shows that it would be extremely unsafe to rely 
upon them solely for the defence of the extensive liues 
of a large city against any very considerable invading 
regular force. An army of militia, to be equal in 
strength to that of a regular one, must always be vast- 
ly superior in numbers ; yet, however, the history of 
military affairs in all times has shown, that a mere 
mass of armed men, or undisciplined militia, beyond a 
certain number, brings with it little or no additional 
strength. Taking this principle as correct, your me- 
morialists do humbly conceive that scarcely any militia 
force that could be hastily collected about their city, 
could secure it against a large invading army of well 
disciplined regulars. Your memorialists have no rea- 
son to doubt the courage of their fellow-citizens com- 
posing the militia; far otherwise; they insist only 
that, without the combined movement, concert, and 
discipline of a regular army, courage can do nothings 
and numbers produce only confusion and disorder. A 
militia force, hastily assembled, is not only the most 
unsafe, it is also the most expensive. They are not,!t 
is true, usually retained in service during a whole cam- 
paign ; but being necessarily far more numerous than 
regulars, and infinitely more wasteful of all the muni- 
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tions of war, they are in the end much more costly | ment. Exposed and vulnerable as Maryland is, to its 
and burdensome. But the exclusive use of a militia | centre, harassed and plundered as it has been, it feels, 
force brings with it other evils, of a nature so striking |, with the most lively sensibility, that it is now, indeed, 
and fatal, as, even if it were not liable to the charge of wholly dependent upon the Union for salvation ; for, 
prodigality and insecurity, might induce us to avoid it. | alone, it is utterly unequal to the contest. The pres- 
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eit interrupts the pursuits of husbandry, and embar- | ent war has, however, clearly shown that the most po- 


rasses every branch of industry, to the impoverishment | tent of the States is not altogether equal to its own 
of individuals and the ruin of the State. It draws in- | defence, and that one of the smallest has compelled the 


7 to the field men who are not prepared, either in mind | enemy to fly from its territory, when aided by the pow- 


or body, for its hazards or fatigues; possessing little | ers of the Union. When your memorialists consider 
capacity to annoy the enemy, and yet less to endure | how very obvious it must be to the mind of any one, 
the privations and hardships of a camp. It is known | who will reflect only for a moment upon the subject, 
to destroy by disease and to break down the constitu- | that a single campaign, undertaken by Maryland alone, 
tions of more than double the numbers of those who | in defence of its own shores, would not only prostrate 
perish or are permanently injured ly sickness in a reg- | its finances, but, perhaps, mortgage its resources for 
ular army ; and to augment the sum of human misery, | ages to come, without, in the end, effecting any valu- 
far more than enlistments could, by diffusing more | able purpose; they feel inspired with the highest de- 
widely anxiety among families in proportion to the su- | gree of confidence that their National Government, so 
perior numbers of the militia force, and the superior | eminently characterized for its impartial and liberal 
importance of the greater part of it to those who are | justice, will with alacrity and promptitude afford them 
connected with or depend upon them. the succor so necessary to their safety; nor do they 

Your memorialsts are aware that it may be difficult, | feel less confident that there is not a single citizen of 
perhaps impossible, to provide a body of regulars, en- | Maryland, so lost to a just regard for his own best in- 
listed upon the terms of the existing laws, in season | terests, as to hesitate one moment in co-operating with 
for the defence of their city during the next campaign, | the General Government in the lawful and vigorous 
but they flatter themselves that a law might be framed | exercise of those powers of conducting war, by which 
and passed, by virtue of which the necessary number | alone they can be protected, defended, or even saved, 


of able-bodied men might be called into the field for 
local, stationary, or limited service, during one cam- 
paign, at the least, if not longer. 

Your memorialists would here beg leave to observe 
that, as among the most important powers of the Gen- 
eral Government is that of the right to declare war, so 
the providing supplies, and all the means for its active 
prosecution, and the superintending its faithful and 
vigorous management, are among its most sacred trusts | 
and binding obligations. The rapid and decisive move- | 
ments of war imperatively require, to insure even safety, 
much more success, a corresponding promptitude and | 
decision of the Government by which it is waged; a 
war of enterprise and vigor not only drives danger | 
from the door of every citizen, calls forth a bold, manly 


spirit of patriotism, and adorns the nation with rays of | 


imperishable glory, but is also the least costly, the least 
wasteful of human life, the least tedious, and almost 
always terminates in the most sure and lasting peace. 
While, on the other hand, the shrinking policy of bare 
defence paralyzes the powers of the nation, impercep- 


from absolute ruin. 

Your memorialists, in speaking of the merits of Bal- 
timore, and her pretensions to the special consideration 
and regard of the Government, feel very sensibly the 
delicacy and embarrassment of the undertaking. The 
relative commercial importance of this city is best 
known at the seat of Government; it will, therefore, be 
sufficient barely to refer to official documents there, by 
which it will appear that, in this respect, it ranks as 
the third city of the Union. But the commercial loss 
and ruin, consequent upon the fall of Baltimore, cer- 
tainly is not the only, nor is it, perhaps, the greatest 
evil to be apprehended. It is the ioss of a post, the 
relative position of which would be so highly advan- 
tageous to the enemy, that will produce in the mind of 
every impartial and thinking man the greatest alarm. 
The prodigious extent of country commanded by Bal- 
timore, and the facility with which the enemy might, 
from thence, push his predatory incursions in every 
direction, are obvious, and may more properly be left 


| to the reflections of Government, than, under existing 


tibly wastes its resources, and invites the aggressions of | circumstances, be strongly urged or fully explained. 
an enemy. Under such impressions, it would be the | Lest the people of Baltimore should be numbered 
earnest wish of your memorialists that the energies of | among those who forget the duty of a citizen, when 
their country should be so actively and forcibly exerted every man should struggle to be foremost in discharging 
as to drive their present enemy, with his barbarous sys- | it, your memorialists will take leave to say a few words 
tem of warfare, far from their homes; but, since that | of their patriotism. What they have to say shall be 
seems to be at present impracticable, owing to his great- comprised in a small compass, and shall be no more 
ly superior powers, they do, therefore, humbly beg and | than what they believe will be the award of an impar- 
entreat that the means for their defence may be pro- | tial world. ‘The people of Baltimore have dearly 
vided by a timely and adequate exercise of the legiti- | earned the privilege of speaking in the most frank and 
mate and wholesome powers of the nation. Unless | unreserved terms to the representatives of the nation. 
the General Gevernment does, by a seasonable and | Yet they feel too tenderly for the honor and welfare 
vigorous effort, provide for the common defence along | of their country, even if they could be so indulged, 
the Atlantic border, your memorialists are very seri- publicly to rebuke and reproach the rulers of their 
ously apprehensive that they will be amongst the first, | choice for any errors that are past; they had rather aid 
and, perhaps, the most signal, of the victims of the | than weaken, applaud than condemn. Let the fol- 





ruinous policy of relying altogether upon an inefficient 
militia force, or of leaving every State to defend itself 
according to its ability; for a crisis has now arrived, 
when not only the city of Baltimore, but the State of 
Maryland itself, can only hope for protection and safety 
through the powers and means of the National Govern- 


lowing unequivocal acts and sufferings speak their 
ardent love for their Government and country. The 





metropolis of the nation was threatened; a portion of 
the militia of Baltimore was called on; at a very few 
moments’ warning, they marched, with alacrity, to the 
aid of their country, and, on the unfortunate 24th 
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August, they were posted in front; the loss sustained 
by the enemy was produced, in a great degree, by its 
militia, and some amongst the best of its citizens bled 
or fell. The enemy next threatened Baltimore itself, 
upon which its people, old and young, of all classes, 
exerted themselves to the utmost, and with the most 
uncommon energy, in erecting works of defence, and 
making preparations to meet him, and, by the most 
unremitting and indefatigable labors, their city was 
put cato a tolerable state of defence by the time he ap- 

ared before it. And the city feels great pride in the 
recollection that, on the day so memorable to it, the 
12th of September, the constancy, fortitude, and cour- 
age of its citizen soldiers will bear afcomparison with 
those of any other people on earth. Its citizens, some 
of whom had borne arms in their country’s defence in 
the war of the Revolution, and her youth, met the en- 
emy in advance, and were everywhere the first among 
the foremost in every perilous encounter. The bank- 


ing institutions and the citizens of Baltimore, it is be- | 


lieved, have been as prompt and as liberal in their 
leans to the Government as those of any other portion 
of the Union. 

Such are the people for whom your memorialists 
beg and entreat aid, protection, and defence. The 
Government may yet provide means in time, if prompt 
and vigorous measures are adopted; but there is no 
time to be lost. And your memorialists cannot, for a 
moment, entertain the painful thought that the con- 
stituted authorities of their country will turn with 
apathy from the earnest entreaties of a people so highly 
deserving their regard, and leave them to the mercy of 
a brutal enemy, whose hostility against them, in par- 
ticular, has been so lately manifested, and so strongly 
excited. 

EDWARD JOHNSON, 
Chairman Committee o 
Vigilance and Safety. 
Battimore, January 26, 1815. 





Tuurspay, February 2. 


Wituiam T. Barry, appointed a Senator by 
the Legislature of the State of Kentucky, in the 
lace of George M. Bibb, resigned, and IsHam 
ALBOT, appointed a Senator by the Legislature 
of the same State, in the place of Jesse Bledsoe, 
resigned, respectively, produced their creden- 
tials, were qualified, and they took their seats in 
the Senate. 

The bill to authorize a detachment from the 
militia of the United States was read the second 
time. 

The bill, entitled “An act giving the right of 
pre-emption in the purchase of lands to certain 
settlers in the Indiana Territory,” was read the 
second time, and referred to the committee ap- 
pointed the 21st September, on the memorial of 
the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
eo for property lost, captured, or destroyed, 

y the enemy, while in the military service of 
the United States,” was read the second time. 

The Presipent laid before the Senate a report 
of the Secretary for the Department of the Navy 
on the petition of William Elliot, referred to him 
on the 6th ultimo; and the report was read. 
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Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whoy 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to amen 
the act laying duties on licenses to retailers oj 
wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchap. 
dise,” reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “An act to extend the time of 
Oliver Evans’s patent, for his improvement o 
steam engines,” and concurred therein. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, passed by the two Houses, entitled “ An act 
to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States of America,” which was presented 
to the President of the United States for appro- 
bation, on the 23d of January, and returned by 
him on the 30th of the same month, with ob. 
jections. 

Mr. Kina rose and submitted the following 
observations: 

The proposed bank would have a capital of 
thirty-five millions of dollars, composed of five 
millions specie, ten millions six per cent. stock, 
funded since the commencement of the war, 
fifteen millions Treasury notes, and five millions f 
to be held by the United States, and paid for in 
four per cent stock, to be created for this purpose. . 3 
The President of the United States objects to ¢ 
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the bill— 

ist. Because the amount of stock to be sub- 
scribed to the bank is insufficient to raise and 
sustain the public credit. 

2d. Beeause no adequate public advantage 
will arise from the subscription of Treasury 
notes. 

3d. Because the full aid and co-operation of 
the bank, in the furnishing of permanent and 
temporary loans, is not secured to Government 
during the war. 

4th. Because the bank cannot be relied upon 
during the war to provide a circulating medium. 

How the public credit could be revived, and 
sustained by the transfer of any sum of war 
stock from one citizen to another, or from the 
present holders to the proposed bank, is not ob- 
vious. If the war stock be taken at fifty mil- 
lions, a demand for one-fifth, or ten millions of 
it, to be united to the bank capital, would have a 
temporary influence upon the stock market ; and 
if any except stockholders become subscribers to 
the bank, this increase of price would be advap- 
tageous to the sellers. But the advantage would 
be a private one, no part of which would accrue 
to Government. As soon as the requisite sum Is 
transferred to the bank, the stock will be precise- 
ly as valuable, and no more so, than it was before 
such transfer. Government will be obliged to 
make the same annual provision to pay the in- 
terest after the transfer as before. The public 
credit, which, after employing all the cabalistical 
words and mancuvres of stock jobbers, always 
did, and always will, depend upon the ways and 
means, or the ability of Government, to fulfil its 
engagements, or to pay its debts in equivalent 
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values, will be little, if at all affected by a trans- 
fer of stock from individuals to a corporation 
within the country, especially as these transfers 
are to be made at different times, and at periods 
of considerable distance from each other. The 
same debt would continue to exist, yielding the 
same dividends and representing the same sum of 
American capital as it now represents. No ad- 
dition to domestic capital would be made by this 
operation. If it releases the capital of A who 
sells the stock, it will employ the capital of B, 
who purchases it; and the only difference will 
be, that A becomes the owner of a disposable 
capital, which before belonged to B. 

The raising of the price of stocks may prove 
beneficial to a Government in two ways, if it 
wants to borrow; the permanent, not the casual 
raising of the prices of the stock market, will 
enable it to sell new stock dearer. If foreigners 
come into the market, the raising of its price in- 
creases the money which must be brought into 
the country to purchase stocks. It was to meet 
the latter case, that an operation was undertaken 
by Colonel Hamilton, which proved to a limited 
degree advantageous. Butalthough Government 
desires to obtain loans, it is not probable that any 

rmanent application of the public credit would 

ave been produced by the transfer of a given sum 
of the war stock to the bank, especially when the 
deep wound given to the public credit, by the ex- 
traordinary terms upon which the late loans were 
negotiated, is considered. More favorable times; 
a revival of industry and of commerce; an im- 
proved state of the finances, with a public income 
commensurate to the public expenditures, are 
necessary to the revival and re-establishment of 
the public credit. 

The discrimination which is proposed to be 
carried still further than the bill carries it, in 
favor of the war stock, is impolitic. Were Gov- 
ernment at liberty, for its own advantage (a case 
not now existing) to make such discrimination, 
the holders of war stock ought not now to desire 
it in their favor, as the example might be here- 
after cited as a precedent against them, and in 
favor of the now postponed, though equally mer- 
itorious stock of the Revolution. 

There should be no discrimination ; the public 
faith knows no favorites; the holders of the war 
stock ought not to contend for preferences. They 
ought to be satisfied that the public faith, whe- 
ther formerly or recently pledged, is equally pre- 
cious to an honest Government, and will be alike 
redeemed. 

If there still remains a doubt concerning the 
correctness of the first objection contained ia the 
President’s Message, can there be any respecting 
that of the second? Will no adequate public 
advantage arise from the subscription of Treasu- 
ry notes ? 


Public credit, as has already been observed, de- 
pends upon the ability and inclination of Gov- 
ernment to fulfil its contracts. Treasury notes 
are contracts, promising to their holders the sums, 
and at the times, mentioned in them. The bill 
provides that fifteen millions of dollars, in these 
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notes, shall be receivable as a part of the bank 
capital, and when received shall be converted 
into fifteen millions of six per cent. stock. If 
not received by the bank and converted into six 
per cent. stock, this sum of fifteen millions of 
Treasury notes will fall due, and must be paid 
off, in the beginning of the next year. To this 
end money must be borrowed ; and assuming the 
rate of the last loans, to borrow fifteen millions 
of dollars Government must give eighteen mil- 
lions and three-quarters of a million of dollars of 
six per cent. stock. So that the difference be- 
tween paying them off, or allowing them to be 
subscribed to the bank, and then converted into 
six per cent. stock, would be a clear saving to the 
public of three millions seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars six per cent. stock. 


Moreover, by this conversion of Treasury notes 


into an equal sum of six per cent. stock, room 
would be made for a further issue of Treasury 
notes—the finances would also be relieved by re- 
leasing Government from the obligation to pay 
off their notes at a fixed day, and the ways and 
means, whether from loans or taxes, tothe amount 
of fifteen millions, which would have been re- 
quired for this purpose, would be left at the dis- 
position of Government. 


Is then the objection correct, which alleges that 


no adequate public advantage will arise from the 
subscription of Treasury notes to the bank ? 


The third objection alleges that the bank is 


under no legal compulsion to afford that full aid 
and co-operation to Government, which the Mes- 
sage declares to be both indispensable and neces- 
sary in the administration of the finances, the 
bank being neither obliged to make temporary 
nor permanent loans to Government. 


Temporary loans to Government, in advance 


or anticipation of the taxes, are without doubt 
among the chief advantages that Government 
derives from a Nationa! Bank ; as portions of the 
annual expenditure are required to be made be- 
fore the taxes are collected, the bank, with mu- 
tual advantage to itself and the Government, is 
commonly able to make the advances wanted 


for this purpose, waiting for their repayment un- 
til the taxes come in. 

In ordinary times every bank of circulation 
finds its interest in affording to the Government 
this accommodation ; which is made pursuant to 
the correct maxims of commercial credit, being 
a loan made upon “ good pledges” or undoubted 
security, which at a fixed, and no distant period, 
will repay it. 

But it must be evident that such advances in 
anticipation of the taxes, and which are to be re- 
paid by them, can be made only upon the faith 
that the currency in which the taxes are paid 
will be of equal value with that in which the 
bank makes its advances. 

If, as in the instance of this bank, its notes are 
convertible into specie, and the taxes are payable 
either in them or a Government paper, which is 
at a discount, no one will suppose that the bank 
can, in such case, make advances to Government, 
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and receive in payment thereof the depreciated 
paper in which the taxes are paid. 

fi the bill pass, the bank must redeem its notes 
with cash ; the taxes will be receivable in bank 
notes or Treasury notes; the latter being at a 
discount, the taxes will be paidin them. Ought 
any one to expect that the bank will advance to 
Government a million of dollars in its notes, as 
an anticipation of the land tax, and receive in 
payment a million of dollars in Treasury notes, 
which may be at a discount of ten or fifteen per 
cent? Isit not plain that, instead of receiving | 
compensation for the Joan, the bank would in | 
such case suffer a positive loss, equal to the de- | 
preciation of the Treasury notes? 

It results, that neither this bank, nor any other, 
whose notes are of greater value, as a currency, | 
than Treasury notes, can make advances in anti- 
cipation of taxes, payable in Treasury notes. 

The objection, therefore, against the bank 
amounts to this, that it cannot do what can only | 
be done by a bank which is released from those 
indispensable restraints. without which no bank | 
can with safety be established. 

This objection goes further, and urges the re- 
jection of the bill because the bank is not obliged 
to make permanent loans to Government. No 
bank doing business, upon securities of short 
dates, can make permanent loans, and all banks 
of circulation are obliged to require such securi- 
ties. If any exception to this rule exist, it can | 
only be for moderate sums. Banks, acting upon 
the principle, that cash advance must be upon a | 
security or pledge, which, at a short date, enables 


the bank to recall its advance, are called commer- 
cial banks. Those which make loans of long 
duration, or of a permanent character, do so with 
a reliance solely upon the public credit; and 
without the specific pledges, demanded by banks 
of circulation, and which enable them to recover 
their money, in all cases of failure. These are 
called financial or governmental banks. So long 
as banks confine their business, whether with 
Governments or with individuals, to the maxims 
of commercial credit, receiving for their advances 
notes and bills of undoubted credit, and payable | 
at early periods, or pledges of specific funds or | 
effects—so long are they of advantage to Gov-| 
ernments, as well as to individuals employed in 
any kind of business requiring the aid of credit. 

But all experience has proved, and the exam- 

les are numerous throughout Europe, and as is 
Solieal without a single exception, that when- 
ever banks become what is called financial banks, 
making permanent loans upon the mere pledge 
of the public faith, when they become the mints 
employed by Governments to fabricate paper to 
such amount, as often, and for such periods, as 
their wants frequently recurring, and always ur- 
gent, demand; they never fail to accomplish an 
extensive revolution in personal property, some- 
times produce the abolition of debts, and after 
preying upon the credulous and unprotected, end 
in their own, and the nation’s bankruptcy. 

It has been supposed that the Bank of England 
is a financial bank, and an exception from this 
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conclusion ; it would require much time and de. 
tail to give a correct idea of the operations of 
this bank; all that will now be said in reply to 
this suggestion is, that whoever takes the requi- 
site pains to understand the origin, progress, 
maxims, and manner of conducting the business 
of the Bank of England, whether with Goverp- 
ment or individuals, will become satisfied that jt 
transacts its business strictly upon the principles 
and rules of commercial credit ; and that because 
it does so, and for that reason only, it has been 
enabled to afford the aid which it has done to the 
public, private, and commercial credit of the 
uation. 

It would therefore seem that it is no sufficient 
objection to this bill that it does not oblige the 
bank to make large loans to Government; since 
to compel a bank to make such loans, upon the 
pledge of the public faith, or upon depreciated 


| public securities, especially when the bank is re- 


leased from the obligation to make specie pay- 
ments, would be to require it to repeat the ex- 
periment so often made in different forms, both 
at home and abroad, which has everywhere and 
always failed, and which enlightened economists 
will all unite to condemn. 

Lastly, it is objected, that the bank cannot be 
relied upon during the war, to provide a circula- 
ting medium. 

No bank which is obliged to redeem its notes 
with specie, can in the present state of commerce, 
credit, and alarm, issue the same beyond a very 
limited sum. 

If to the distrust which the war, and a real, or 
supposed scarcity of specie, create, be united an 
unusual demand for specie to be hoarded, or sent 
abroad for security, or to compensate unfavora- 
ble balances of trade, in lieu of the produce usu- 
ally exported for this purpose ; and if at the same 
time a considerable depreciation of the public 
credit takes place, a case will exist in which 
banks of circulation are reduced to the necessity 
of either a total suspension of business, or such 
an abridgement of it, as torender them incapable 
of circulating their notes in quantities commen- 
surate to the public demands. 

The objection, therefore, is not against the 
structure of the bank, but against the condition 
of the country, and the state of the public credit, 
which may compel the bank to curtail its circu- 
lation. 

In effect, the objection amounts to the confes- 
sion that no bank which confines its business to 
the only safe and practical test of a paper circu- 
lation will, or can afford, important aid in the 
furnishing of a circulating medium, in times and 
circumstances like the present; that no bank, 
except one which is released from the obligation 
to pay its notes in specie, can now afford a circu- 
lating medium ; in a word, that none but a bank 
which would circulate a depreciated currency, 
and which it would be dangerous to create, ought 
now to be established. ; 

It might suffice to have shown that the Presi- 
dent’s objections ought not to prevent this bill’s 
becoming a law; but a few words may be added 


‘SAREE ATA AAR ALERTED 






co 


dut 
tho 
the 


- 
A 


i 
wn 


oo 
ne 


i cal eal emt 





212 
r, 1815, 


——=—-. 


ind de. 
Ons of 
eply to 
requi- 
Ogres, 
Isiness 
OVerp. 
that jt 
ciples 
Ca use 
S been 
to the 
of the 


icient 
re the 
since 
n the 
riated 
is re. 
pay- 
/@ ex- 
both 
2 and 
mists 


ot be 
cula- 


10tes 
erce, 
very 


1, or 
d an 
sent 
Ora- 
usu- 
ame 
blic 
hich 
sity 
uch 
ible 


en- 


the 
ion 
dit, 
bu- 





SDA on ET A EN na SO wi 


pha 2 bait, 


213 


Fesrvuary, 1815. 


SS 


Proceedings. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 214 





SENATE, 


ee 





concerning the bill. The amount of the capital | country is already reduced to this situation, and 


of the bank has already been mentioned. Its 
duties and general provisions are conformable to 
those of the late Bank of the United States; 
they have had a fair trial, and have been ap- 
roved; whatever that bank would have done, 
this would be able to do; and advantages such 
as it afforded to Government in the management 
of the finances, this bank would in due time be 
equally or more capable of affording. 

It has not been contended, that at this time, 





the President announces the same to Congress, 
will they prove themselves the faithful friends of 
the people, unless they seasonably apprize them 
of the fact, however humiliating ? 

If paper money be necessary, avow it, prepare 
it, issue it; but under every caution and guard 
which can be devised to mitigate its evils. 

All experience, public and personal, demon- 
strates that every object is attained with more 
certainty and greater advantage by a direct than 


Shae nha Big ieT a aee 


owing to the condition of the finances and credit | by an indirect course. 
of the United States, as wellas to the generalstag- | Why, then, will Congress by the creation and 
nation of trade, and the distrust of every kind of | employment of a bank attempt to conceal their 
credit, any safe bank that might now be estab- | actual condition and real object? Why estab- 
lished, could afford to Government or to individ- | lish a bank which, dealing only in paper, will 
uals much, or important assistance by loans, even | fabricate and lend as many millions as Congress 
of a temporary kind. 'may desire to borrow? Why pay to this bank . 
But the agency of this bank would now be of | an interest of six per cent. for the loan of their 
service to Government; whatever it should be | notes, which in no single ingredient will, or 
able to do would be well done. Its operations | ought to be thought, to be of greater value than 
would all be solid, and of standard character; its | Treasury notes. The people of this country have 
business must be limited, but it would be safe | much natural sagacity, and will not long be de- 
and exemplary ; and with regard to every other | ceived by this or anysimilar contrivance. Rather 
moneyed institution, conducting its affairs hon- devise an improved scheme for the immediate 


estly, it would cherish and sustain it. | issue of Treasury notes, let them be convert- 
Moreover, by the establishment of this bank | ible at pleasure into a public stock, bearing a 
upon sound and approved maxims, although it | high interest; fund this stock by pledging spe- 
may not now do what no safe bank can do— | cific taxes to pay the interest; the credit of this 
much good—it will do no injury. It will not | currency will be better than that of the notes of 
contribute still further to depreciate public and | such a bank as it is desired should be created. 
private credit; and during the term of its char- | Ifa paper circulation alone will enable us to 
ter, it will prevent, a circumstance worth much, | defend the country, prepare and make use of it; 
the establishment of a bank upon false and dan- | but spare us the expense of paying interest for it 
gerous principles. On the return of peace, the | toa company, whose faculties, without our con- 


agency and influence of this bank will become | tributions, will enable them to make dividends 


invaluable in the recovery and re-establishment | equal to their utmost desires. 


of the credit and finances of the nation. 


For these reasons, therefore, which had their | 


influence im the passage of the bill by the Con- 
gress, and the force of which remains not only 
undiminished, but the latter of them is increased 


by the objections made by the President, it is | 


| follows: 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


When Mr. Kine had concluded, the question 
| was taken, Shall this bill pass? and was deter- 
mined in the negative—yeas 15, nays 19, as 


earnestly to be wished, although scarcely to be | Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, German, 
hoped, that the bill may become a law. | Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
The concluding paragraph of the Message of | Lambert, Mason, Tait, and Thompson. 
ae keen werent = ene sath | Those who voted in the negative, are, 
: oe ch opens and interprets tie | Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, Ch 
; ' + ; try, Bibb, Chace, 
object desired to be attained by the rejection of | Condit, Gaillard, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Rob- 


this bill, Congress are here admonished by the | ; oh ' 
. op . . . , > ] T ’ , 
President to make haste “to substitute” (in lieu wee. eee selene 


of the bill) “a more commensurate and certain | Sate eee 
provision for the public exigencies.” nr os 

The President of the United States, after al- | Resolved, That this bill do not pass, 
luding to the exigent and perilous condition of | *W°-thirds of the Senate not agreeing thereto. 
the country, after insinuating to Congress in lan- | 
guage not to be misunderstood, that the resources | 


of the Treasury were exhausted, that extraordi- | 





Fripay, February 3. 


nary succor from loans were no longer attaina- | On motion, by Mr. Lacock, the bill, entitled 
ble, that a bank created upon safe and approved | “An act to authorize the payment for property 
a could afford no public assistance, plain- | Jost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while 
y intimates that paper money, and only paper | in the military service of the United States,” was 
money, will, or can assist the nation in the fur- | referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
ther prosecution of the war. If this be so, if by | consider and report thereon. 

the neglect and mismanagement of the finances Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
and profusion in the public expenditures, the Affairs, to whom was recommitted the bill, enti- 
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tled “An act for the better regulation of the 
Ordnance department,” reported it with amend- 
ments; which were read, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole; and, having been agreed 
to, the President reported the bill to the House ac- 
cordingly ; and the amendments were ordered to 
be engrossed and the bill read the third time as 
amended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Saltus, Son, 
and Company, merchants of the city of New 
York ;” a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
President of the United States to receive into 
the service of the United States certain corps 
which may be raised and organized by any State, 
to serve in lieu of the militia thereof ;” a bill, 
entitled “An act for the regulation of the courts 

‘of justice of Indiana;” a bill, entitled “An 
act to amend and extend the prvvisions of the 
act of the sixteenth of April, 1814, entitled ‘An 
act confirming certain claims to land in the IIli- 
nois Territory, and providing for their location ;” 
also, a bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Government for the 
year 1815,” in which bills they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The five bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to a.ter and amend the several acts for estab- 
lishing a Navy Department, by adding thereto a 
Board of Commissoners,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, the amendments having been agreed to with 
further amendment, the President reported the 
bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time as amend- 
ed ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the purchase of a tract of land 
for the use of the United States,” together with 
the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee ; and on motion, by Mr. Brown, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning Weston Jenkins and others ;” 
and, no other amendment having been proposed, 
it passed to the third reading. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning Matthew Guy, John Woodward, 
Samuel Tennison, and Wilfred Drury,” together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the se- 
lect committee; and, the amendments having 
been agreed to, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall] the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amend- 
ed ? it was determined in the affirmative. 
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Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “A, 
act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public creqj; 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, and 
to provide for assessing and collecting the same ;’ 
and the act, entitled ‘An act to provide additiona| 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Goverp. 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing duties on household furniture, and on gold and 
silver watches,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee. And 
the amendments having been agreed to, in part 
the President reported the bill tothe House accord. 
ingly. And Mr. Kerr moved to amend the bil, 
by adding thereto a new section, as follows: 
“ And beit further enacted, That, if either the States 
of Ohio or Louisiana shall pay‘its quota of the direct 
tax, according to the provisions of the aforesaid act, 
the Legislatures thereof shall be and they are hereby 
authorized and empowered to collect of all the purchas- 
ers of public lands, under any law of the United States, 
a just and equal proportion of the quota of said States, 
respectively, the compact between the United States 
and the said States to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned till to-morrow. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making ap- 
ae for repairing or rebuilding the pub- 
ic buildings within the City of Washington. 

Mr. Fromentin had moved yesterday to re- 
commit the bill to a select committee. On this 
motion Mr. F’. addressed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. President: I am called upon to give the 
reasons which prompted me to make the motion 
now underconsideration. I will endeavor to give 
to the Senate such an account of my motives as 
will enable them to judge of the propriety of the 
reference. 

It may, perhaps, not be useless on this occasion 
to take a retrospective view of the length of time 
which has elapsed, after the erection of those 
buildings was determined on, before they could 
be used for the purposes for which they were in- 
tended, and of the sums of money which have 
been spent upon their construction. We shall be 
the better able to anticipate the probable time 
when these buildings may again be occupied by 
Congress, and to form a correct estimate of the 
sums of money which we may have to appropri- 
ate for those purposes. 

Sir, it is more than twenty-three years, if I am 
correctly informed, since the public edifices, pro- 
posed now to be rebuilt, were begun to be erected. 
None of them, at the time of their destruction by 
the enemy, were completely finished; and I be- 
lieve, the south wing of the Capitol was not ready 
for the reception of the House of Representatives 
more than four or five years before it was de- 
stroyed. If it be found necessary to rebuild, in- 
stead of repairing, the other hopeless alternative 
offered by the bill on your table, you may rea- 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | sonably expect, taking into consideration the pre- 
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sent situation of the country, especially if the war 
should continue, and thereby the difficulty of pro- 
curing materials, and of getting workmen, should 
be increased, that the two wings of the Capitol 
may be finished, and ready for the reception of 
both Houses of Congress, in about ten or twelve 


ears. 
, The public buildings, including the President’s 
House, did not cost less than fifteen hundred thou- 
sand dollars. Weare told that five hundred thou- 
sand dollars will replace those edifices in statu 
Sir, notwithstanding my respect for the 
artists who have given an opinion on this subject, 
I have still some doubts of the practicability of 
making use of the walls as they are now stand- 
ing. he architects themselves are not positive 
on that point. They gave their opinion before 
the very severe frost, which we had this Winter, 
had its effect upon those susceptible and unpro- 
tected walls. Their opinion, if a new examina- 
tion was now had, might be materially different; 
and the committee themselves, by reporting a bill 
for repairing or rebuilding the public buildings, 
instead of confining themselves to reporting a bill 
for repairing, have manifested a doubt, which it 
cannot be improper for me to entertain. If, then, 
you should ultimately be compelled to rebuild 
(and I firmly believe you will) the expense for 
rebuilding cannot be much less than the original 
cost of construction. The materials which you 
may save will about pay the expense of taking 
down the walls before you can rebuild. 

Great, indeed, I should almost say incalculable, 
must be the advantages presented by this favorite 
situation, which, under the pressure of our present 
emergencies, could induce this Congress to sac- 
rifice such immense sums of money. Three prin- 
cipal reasons have been adduced in support of this 
bill by its friends. The pride of the nation has 
been appealed to, and pressed into the service of 
this bill. Sir, when gentlemen entrench them- 
selves behind the inexpugnable bulwark of pride, 
it would be in vain to use any arguments directed 
to their sober judgment. As well might you at- 
tempt, sword in hand, to pierce the heart of your 
enemy, protected from your attack by a fortress, 
flanked with a hundred cannon. ‘The fortress is 
to be taken first; and I know of no argument 
strong enough to batter down the fortress erected 
by pride. There is but one way to come at it, 
sir ; and it is by erecting alongside of it another 
pride fortress, and then fairly to begin the assault 
on both sides. 

I, too, have my pride—not a pride to be fed 
upon the unpaid blood of the soldier who wins 
our battles; not a pride to be gratified by the 
vain and useless display of a borrowed, ragged 
magnificence. No, sir; my pride is less vora- 
cious, it is less ostentatious. Provide for filling 


the ranks of your Army; provide for clothing, 
feeding, and paying, your soldiers and sailors. 
Instead of borrowing money for building costly 
edifices, borrow money for protecting against an 
invading foe the edifices yet standing. Drive the 
enemy from the country ; then, indeed, my pride 
will be satisfied ; then I will, with pleasure, vote 


Public Buildings in the City of Washington. 





CONGRESS. 


218 


Senate. 


money, as much money as you please, for rebuild- 
ing our public edifices ; and then the more mag- 
nificent the plan, the more elegant its execution, 
the more my pride will be gratified. ’ 

It is further said, in support of this bill, that 
the plan recommended by the bill was the plan 
of Gen. Washington, and under the sanction of 
that imposing name an attempt is made to mis- 
lead our understanding. True, sir, this was the 
plan of Washington—but, under what cireum- 
stances? Washington was then President of the 
United States. The country then was rich; the 
country was prosperous. An extensive, unre- 
stricted, and almost unlimited commerce brought 
then to the remotest corner of this vast continent 
all the treasures of a tributary world. Theanx- 
ious eye of Washington measured the distances, 
and his capacious mind was not discouraged by 
them. The rapid, the almost prodigious progress 
of every improvement under his auspicious Ad- 
ministration, justified, in the opinion of that great 
and modest man, the anticipated expectations of 
corresponding improvements under the Admin- 
istration of his successors. But, sir, what has 
been the result? Instead of realizing the high 
expectations of General Washington, from causes 
which it is foreign to my subject here to investi- 
gate, this country once rich, is now poor; this 
country once prosperous, is now fallen. I hope, 
sir, it will rise again; but till then, speak not to 
me of what Washington did. Speak what Wash- 
ington would now advise; I say advise. The 
recollection of General Washington’s unshakeable 
firmness in the year 1795, forbids the idea of the 
possibility of his ever having had to act under 
such an accumulation of distressing circum- 
stances. 

When I cast my eyes on this wilderness, dig- 
nified with the name of a city; a city to be sure, 
very unlike the old-fashioned European city, al- 
luded to by the Irishman, who, when placed in 
the middle of it, complained that he could not see 
the city, there were so many houses! Sir, we 
run no risk of hearing of any such complaints 
about this city. Every Irishman who arrives here 
may havea full view of the whole ground at once. 
None of thoseencumbrances called houses tolimit 
the boundless prospects. Or, if there be a few, 
he may, among those few, open a complaisant 
gap through which his inquisitive eye may pierce 
to a distance, limited only by the foot of the sur- 
rounding hills. But, sir, the subject is too serious 
to admit of its being thus long treated with levity. 
Let me then return to it, and seriously inquire 
about the present state and future prospects of 
this city. What do we see here? Twelve or 
fifteen clusters of houses at a considerable dis- 
tance from each other, bringing to our recollection 
the appearance of acamp of nomad Arabs, which, 
however, if connected together, would make a very 
respectable town, not much inferior, perhaps, to 
the capital of Virginia; and here and there an 
insulated house; the whole of it, when seen from 
the ruins of our public edifices, looking more like 
the place where proud Washington once stood, 
than where humble Washington now lies. If, 
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Iam not unaware, sir, that such a plan wil 


years since the Government removed here, during | call into action against it all the private interesis 
the six first years of which period there prevailed | which will conceive themselves to be aggrieve; 
not only in this country, but all over Europe, a! by it. But, let private interest beware. In my 


degree of enthusiasm bordering upon madness 


opinion, unless*some such plan is resorted to, 


respecting the future destinies of this metropolis, | without some such compromise is made, the Goy. 


,and during which period of six years, too, this 
country enjoyed still the benefits of the Admin- 


istration of Washington, whose good deeds for | not to be surmounted. 


several years after his death were still in force— 
Washington, in his tomb, still securing the pros- 

erity of this his beloved country—if, sir, such 

e now the situation of this city, what, in the 
present state of things, are our prospects for the 
future? Awful, indeed. How many ages must 
elapse before this chaos is likely to assume any- 
thing like a describable shape? How many, be- 
fore these disjointed, distracted, warring elements 
may be brought together, so as to form a whole, 
which may entitle it to be what it now purports 
to be, but what it is not. Isit not time, then, that 
we should give up the unsuccessful experiment ? 
Is it not time, that we should adopt less lofty 
ideas, that we should assume sentiments, that we 
should express opinions more conformable to our 
present situation. Tvoja fuit, fuit Ilium. It be- 
comes us to be modest. Our laws to be whole- 
some, need not be enacted in a palace. A large, 
convenient, unadorned house, which will receive 
its lustre from Congress, instead of Congress bor- 
rowing it from the house, in the neighborhood of 
the public offices, in a part of the city which is 
best calculated by its actual improvements to af- 
ford accommodation to the members, and to fa- 
cilitate their communications with each other, 
will answer our purpose much better than the 
plan recommended by the bill on your table; and 
if the place to erect those edifices be judiciously 
selected, it is to me quite immaterial in what 
quarter of this city. For want of the necessary 
information as to the quantity of ground still 
owned by the Government in the different parts 
of this city, I could not now form any opinion as 
to the spot where it would be proper to concen- 
trate all our public edifices, whether temporarily 
or permanently. But I may be allowed to express 
a wish that it may be found convenient to place 
them as near as possible to Georgetown, not very 
distant from the improvements known under the 
appellation of the Six and Seven Buildings; and 
I have little doubt, but that, when in compliance 
with the uniform laws of nature, you shall have 
blown up a soul into this city by creating a heart 
from which the blood may uninterruptedly cir- 
culate to the remotest extremities, the improve- 
ments will, by degrees, extend in every direction, 
until the now most distant parts from that spot, 
no longer shrivelled, sickly, lingering, rootless 
slips, destined to vegetate a few mornings, in an 
uncongenial soil. being in their turn reconnected 
with a sturdy, robust trunk, from which they will 
derive an invigorating sap, will soon spread a 
wide hospitable foliage, and become a flourishing 
portion of a city, the future prosperity of which 
cannot now, if it come at all, be secured in any 
other way. 


ernment will not, cannot remain here many years, 
The inconveniences are too serious, and they are 
I speak not of them with 
reference to the individual inconvenience of the 
members. I speak of them in reference to their 
public duties. It is unnecessary to repeat what 
I before stated, when I had the honor to address 
you on the subject of this bill. Only reflect on 
the only mode in which we can transact business 
in this place. Selected from various places o/ 
this immense empire, we meet here, not altogeth- 
er free from the prejudices which prevail more 
or less in every part of the country we come from. 
This social intercourse which ought to prevail, 
which Iam sure should prevail, did we know each, 
other otherwise than through the incorrect me- 
dium of party representation, is entirely prohib- 
ited by the insuperable obstacles which the present 
situation of this city puts in our way. To these 
local prejudices are to be added party spirit, pre- 
judices which pursue us unremittingly, and will 
not let go their hold of us in this very sanctuary. 
This party spirit, instead of being softened into 
something like conciliation, by a constant inter- 
course, is hardened into unutterable asperity by 
the mode of life, we are compelled from impe- 
rious circumstances, to pursue in this place. The 
very houses where we board have become a test 
by which to ascertain the political opinions which 
we are supposed to profess. We never meet, but 
in battle array. Isit wonderful, that under these 
discouraging circumstances, so many months 
should be wasted in transacting business which, 
under less unfavorable auspices, might have been 
gone through in as many weeks. Sir, it is my 
firm conviction, that if we proceed on to passing 
this bill in its present shape, the question of re- 
moval of the seat of the Government from this 
place, which was advocated at the beginning of 
this session in the other branch of the Legislature, 
will soon want no advocate at all; it will soon 
become a matter of necessity, of sheer necessity. 
There may be still many unsuccessful attempts, 
but, sir, the best interests of the nation cannot 
forever be sacrificed. After some struggling, an 
attempt will succeed at last; and it will then be 
too late for the opposers of the plan which I have 
suggested to give themselves up to unavailing 
repentance. 

Mr. President, I want to prevent such a state 
of things. I am unwilling to bring forward again, 
at any time, the question of a permanent seat of 
Government. I want this sacred spot—sacred 
still in my eyes, although temporarily polluted 
by the foot of the enemy, as long as it bears the 
name of Washington ; I want this spot to remain 
forever the permanent seat of the Government of 
the United States. But, sir, I know of but two 
ways to ores that object; either by a tem- 
porary removal by the very act providing for 
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which we should provide likewise for our return; | buildings. Sir, I am disposed to sacrifice every- 
not provide simply ; I do not mean by a clause in | thing, but my duty to the people of the United 
the bill to that effect, but by previous appropria- | States at large, to keep the seat of Government 
tions, by contracts, which it should not be in the here ; and if you agree to concentrate the public 
power of any succeeding Congress to repeal, or buildings, in the hope of speedy improvements, 
by an immediate concentration of the public | by which many of the inconveniences which now 
buildings on a modest, economical and commo- | affect the public interest will be removed, I am 
dious plan. Of these two modes, I prefer the last, anger reconciled to remaining in this city. 
as likely to meet with fewer obstacles, as being | But, sir, if we are to remain here as we noware, 
much less expensive, but principally as being | with no other cheering prospects than those pre- 
much more consonant to the principles of the | sented in the bill on your table. I do not hesitate 
justice which we owe to the people of this Dis- | to declare, that any place in the United States 
trict. Sir, when this bill was reported, I inquired | appears to me preferable to Washington, and the 
from the honorable chairman of the committee | sooner we go, no matter where, no matter how 
who reported it, for the papers relating to the| heavy the amount of compensation justly due to 
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original fixation of the several 
building of the public edifices. inquired for 
the contracts with the original proprietors of the 
soil, or with the purchasers. I was answered, that 
there was no such instrument. I shall take no 
advantage from this concession; in my view of 
the subject, there was a contract—a solemn con- 
tract; and if by any possible way it could be 
avoided, I would not now agree to altering, in its 
most inconsiderable dispositions, any part of the 
original plan. Iam sensible, that by so doing, we 
seem to punish the people of this District for hav- 
ing placed too much confidence in our words. In 
our words, did I say? In ouracts, sir! Lookat 
the new ruins of the monuments on yonder hill. 
Were these massy walls, which have set at defi- 
ance the whole power of an enemy bent on de- 


laces for the | the inhabitants of this District, the better. 


When Mr. F. had concluded— 

The question to recommit the bill toa select 
committee, was determined in the negative—yeas 
13, nays 20, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bibb, Barry, Brown, Dana, Fromen- 
tin, German, Gore, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, 
Thompson, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Chace, Condit, 
Daggett, Gaillard, Giles, Goldsborough, Horsey, Kerr, 
Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Talbot, Tay- 
lor, Turner, Varnum, and Wharton. 

On motion, by Mr. Lacock, to strike out, of 
section 1, line 4, after the words “ Capitol,” the 
words “and public offices ;”” and to insert. after 
“ Washington,” line 5, “and that two suitable 
buildings for public offices be erected on such part 


struction, intended to last only the short space of | of the Capitol square as shall be designated by the 


a dozen years? In these surviving walls [ read, 
in characters not to be effaced, the contract of the 
nation with the people of the District. I find in 
these walis an agreement signed, sealed. and de- 
livered. Certainly, sir, you must be convinced, 
from what I have just now said, that I do not 
dissemble to myself, and that I am not willing to 
conceal from others, the equity of the claims of 
the people of this District. But what is to be 
done? Imperious necessity commandsa sacrifice 


President of the United States ;” and to insert, 
in the 4th line, the word “and,” before “ Capi- 
tol:” a division of the question was called for by 
Mr. Dana, and was taken on striking out, and 
determined in the negative—yeas 13, nay 18, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Brown, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
German, Gore, Hunter, King, Lacock, Lambert, Ma- 
son, Tait, and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bibb, Barry, 


of some sort. A compromise must take place.| Chace, Condit, Daggett, Giles, Goldsborough, Kerr, 


You have but a choice of evils. 


The very bill | Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 


on your table promises a tardy relief to the people | and Wharton. 


on Capitol Hill, at the end of ten or twelve years. 
Under these impressions, and under the belief too, 
that the people of the District at large are ulti- 
mately to be benefitted by a concentration, for the 
reasons previously advanced, however a few may 
appear likely to be sufferers by any ultimate de- 
termination as to the spot where the concentra- 
tion is to take place; and under an unshakeable 
persuasion, that by a strict adherence to the old 


And the bill having been amended, by striking 
out the second section thereof, the President re- 
ported it to the House accordingly ; and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time as amended. 





Saturpay, February 4. 
The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Sal- 


plan, in our present circumstances, as recommend- | tus, Son, & Co., merchants of the city of New 
ed by the bill on your table, the people of this| York,” was read the second time, and referred to 
District, by grasping at too much, will ultimately | a select committee, to consider and report there- 
loseall—from motives of economy; from motives | on; and Messrs. Kine, Rogerts, and German, 
of duty to the people of the United States; from | were appointed the committee. 

motives of indispensable convenience to ourselves| The bill, entitled “An act for the regulation of 


to enable us faithfully to discharge our public du- | the courts of justice of Indiana, was read the sec- 
ties; from motives of Justice to the people of this | ond time, and referred to a select committee to 
District—I have been induced to make the motion | consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Mor- 
to refer that bill to a committee, for the purpose| row, Tatsor, and Cuace, were appointed the 
of reporting another bill to concentrate the public | committee. 
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The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Pre- 
sident of the United States to receive into the 
service of the United States certain corps which 
may be raised and organized by any State, to serve 
in lieu of the militia thereof,” was read the sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Government for the 
year 1815,” was read the second time, and refer- 
red to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. TayLor, Cuace, and Ros- 
ERTS, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act to amend and extend 
the provisions of the act of the 16th April, 1814, 
entitled ‘An act confirming certain claims to land 
in the Illinois Territory, and providing for their 
location,” was read the second time, and referred 
to the committee appointed on the 21st Septem- 
ber, on the memorial of the Legislature of the 
Indiana Territory, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Barpour gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States 
of America. 

The bill making appropriations for repairing 
or rebuilding the public buildings within the City 
of Washington was read a third time, and the 
blank filled with “five hundred thousand dollars.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act making appropriations for 
repairing or rebuilding the public buildings within 
the City of Washington.” 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to alter and amend the several acts for establish- 
ing a Navy Department, by adding thereto a 
Board of Commissioners,” was read a third time 
as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
16, nays 8, as follows: 

Yxsas—Messrs. Barbour, Chace, Daggett, Fromen- 
tin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gore, Horsey, Kerr, Ma- 
son, Morrow, Tait, Taylor, Thompson and Wharton. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bibb, Condict, Lacock, Lambert, 
Roberts, Smith, Turner, and Varnum. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
amendments. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the better regulation of the Ordnance depart- 
ment,” having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended, and passed with amendments. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning Weston 
Jenkins, and others,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning Matthew Guy, John Woodward, Sam- 
uel Tennison, and Wilfred Drury,” having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Gore, the bill was recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs, fur- 
ther to consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 





act to authorize the purchase of a tract of land 
for the use of the United States,” together with 
the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and, on motion by Mr. Samira, the 
consideration thereof was further postponed to 
Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintain. 
ing the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon 
the United States, and to provide for assessing 
and collecting the same;” and the act, entitled 
“An act to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main. 
taining the public credit, by laying duties on house. 
hold furniture, and on gold and silver watches.” 

Mr. Kerr’s motion to add a new section was 
withdrawn ; and the bill having been further 
amended, by adding thereto a new section, pro- 
posed by Mr. Kina, on the question, Shall the 
amendments be engrossed and the bill read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm. 
ative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to amend the act laying duties on licenses to 
retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise; and, no amendment having been 
proposed, it passed to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying a 
duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, and jewelry 
and paste work, manufactured within the United 
States ;” a bill, entitled “An act concerning the 
College of Georgetown, in the District of Colum- 
bia ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a duty on lotteries ;” in which bills they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Presipent laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Secretary for the Department of Treas- 
ury, transmitting sundry documents, exhibiting a 
view of the revenues of the United States, as 
stated in the report made to Congress, from that 
department, on the 23d day of September last, 
not having been at that time prepared, owing to 
the early meeting of Congress; and the letter 
and documents therein referred to were read. 

On motion, by Mr. Smrru, the consideration of 
the bill to allow a drawback of duties on spirits 
distilled, and certain goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, manufactured, within the United States, was 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for, 
Monday next. 





Monpay, February 6. 
The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An ! revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
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ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, and 
‘ewelry and paste work, manufactured within the 

nited States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred the 


; bill, eatitled “An act making appropriations for 


the support of Government for the year 1815,” to 


' consider and report thereon. 


The bill, entitled “‘An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 


' ing a duty on lotteries,” was read the second time, 
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and referred to the same committee, to consider 
and report thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Tay.or, two members were 
added to the committee last mentioned; and 
Mr. Daagett and Mr. Brown were appointed. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning the Col- 
lege of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia,” 
was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to amend the act lay- 
ing duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spiritu- 
ous liquors, and foreign merchandise,” was read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Roserts, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Benjamin Wells and others,” reported it 
with amendments. 

The Senate resumed the motion for the ap-| 
pointment of an assistant Doorkeeper; and on 
motion, by Mr. Turner, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to the fourth day of March 
next, 

On motion, by Mr. VarNnuM, 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was 
referred that part of the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the 20th September last, 
which relates to the Military Establishment, be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing provision by law for the payment of the mil- 
itia which have been called out by the authority 
of any State for the defence of any part of the 
United States against invasion, since the com- 
mencement of the present war, and not taken 
into the pay of the United States; and for reim- 
bursing any State for any moneys advanced for 
pay, rations, camp equipage, and other expenses 
necessarily incurred in calling out such militia, 
according to the rules and regulations prescribed 
by law for defraying the expenses of calling out 
the militia by authority of the United States. 

The Presipent laid befure the Senate the re- 
port of the Secretary for the Department of Treas- 
ury, prepared in conformity with the act of March 
3d, 1809, further to amend the several acts for the 
establishment of the Treasury, War, and Navy 
Departments, with statements of the purchases or 
payments for supplies, made by the collectors of 
the customs, during the year 1813, in relation to 
the revenue, and to the temporary relief of sick 
and disabled seamen; and the report, together 
with the accompanying documents, were read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to allow a 
drawback of duties on spirits distilled, and cer- 
tain goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured 
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within the United States; and the bill having 
been amended, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly ; and, on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time as 
amended ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for assessing and collecting the 
same ;” and the act, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, and on 
gold and silver watches,” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time as amended ; and on motion, by 
Mr. Fromenrtin. the bill was further amended by 
unanimous consent; and on motion, by Mr. Mor- 
ROW, it was recommitted to a select committee, 
further to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Gites, Kine, and TayLor, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Barsour. agreeably to notice given, asked 
leave to introduce a bill to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America. 

This was objected to, by Mr. Mason, as out of 
order, as a bill of a similar nature, passed by both 
Houses of Congress, aud returned by the Presi- 
dent of the United States with his objections to 
the same, had, on reconsideration, been negatived 
by the Senate. 

The Presipent decided it to be in order. con- 
sidering it to be sanctioned by the practice of 
Congress in relation to bills thus returned by the 
President of the United States. 

Whereupon, the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

[The principal features of this bill are as follows: 
the capital to consist of fifty millions of dollars, pay- 
able, twenty millions in Treasury notes, fundable at 
the pleasure of the Government in stock to bear an in- 
terest of six per cent. ; fifteen millions in any public 
stock bearing six per cent. interest; five millions in 
specie; and ten millions to be subscribed by the Gov- 
ernment in stock bearing an interest of four per cent. 
per annum; the Government to have the capacity to 
borrow thirty millions of the bank at six per cent. in- 
terest; the directors not to be obliged to pay specie 
until the last payment on the stock shall be completed ; 
and, upon the petition of the directors, the Government 
may introduce any regulation which shall be thought 
proper in regard to the specie payments of the bank; 
the subscriptions to be opened on the first Monday in 
April, at which time the first payment of one-fifth of 
the whole amount of subscription shall be payable, and 
the remaining four-fifths in four quarter yearly in- 
stalments; the bank to go into operation as soon as 
twenty millions are thus paid in. The directors for 
the first year are named in the bill.] 

The Prestpenr communicated a report of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, stating that 
the measures which have been authorized by the 
board, subsequent to their last report, of the 5th of 
February, 1814, so far as the same have been com- 
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pleted, are fully detailed in the report of the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury to this board, dated the 
6th day of the present month, and in the state- 
ments therein referred to, which are herewith 
transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of 
this report; which was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the purchase of a tract of land 
for the use. of the United States,” together with 
the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and the amendment having been dis- 
agreed to, the President reported the bill to the 

ouse without amendment, and it passed to a 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
a detachment from the militia of the United 
States; and on motion, by Mr. Gries, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Thursday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of the Anacosta 
Bridge Company ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of the legal representatives of David 
Darden ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 





Turspay, February 7. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of David Darden,” was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consider and report thereon; Messrs, Bar- 
pour, T'aLBot, and VaRNuM, were appointed the 
committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
Anacosta Bridge Company,” was read the second 
time, and referred to the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of the President and Direct- 
ors of the Washington Bridge Company, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning the College of Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia.’ 

On motion, by Mr. GoLpsporouan, it was re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. GoLpssorouGs, FRo- 
MENTIN, and Horsey, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred several memorials from a number of the 
inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, reported 
a bill for quieting and adjusting claims to land 
in the Mississippi Territory; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act directing the manner of contracts and pur- 
chases in the Navy Department, and for promo- 
ting economy therein,” reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom 
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was referred the bill, entitled “An act makin: 
appropriations for the support of Government {o; 
the year 1815,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitle 
“An act to authorize the President of the Unites 
States to receive into the service of the Unite 
States certain corps which may be raised api 
organized by any State, to serve in lieu of the 
militia thereof,” reported it without amendment, 

Mr. Fromentin, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re. 
lief of the inhabitants of the late county of New 
Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered 
by earthquakes,” reported it with an amen. 
ment. 

On motion, by Mr. Roserts, the committee 
appointed on so much of the President’s Message 
as relates to military affairs, were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
appointment of a suitable number of veterinary 
surgeons, to be attached to the Army of the Uni. 
ted States. 

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the pur. 
chase of a tract of land for the use of the United 
States,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Benjamin Wells and others,” 
together with the amendments reported by the 
select committee; and, the amendments having 
been agreed to, the Presipent reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. On the question, 
Shall the amendments be engrossed and the bill 
read a third time as amended ? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Kerr presented the petition of Nichola 
Boilevin, praying reimbursement for certain pro- 
perty destroyed by the Indians, as stated in the 
petition; which was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Kerr, Gives, ani 
ANDERSON, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Gore, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Joseph Perkins,” reported it without amendment. 





Wepnespay, February 8. 

On motion, by Mr. Fromentin, it was agreed 
that a member be added to the committee ap- 
pointed agreeably to the 22d rule for conducting 
business in the Senate, in place of Mr. Biepsoz; 
and Mr. Barry was appointed. 

Mr. Gotpsporovuen, from the committee to 
whom was recommitted the bill for the relief ol 
Bowie and Kurtz, and others, reported it without 
amendment. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making provision for sub- 
sisting the Army of the United States, by au- 
thorizing the appointment of commissaries ol 
subsistence ;” in which bill they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
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Bank of the United peaipe Comatced by Mr. 
rn) was read a second time. 

magnon was made by Mr. Gives to refer the 

bill to a select committee. 

On this motion a wide debate took place. The 
argument for reference was, the usage in such 
cases, where a bill was introduced by an indi- 
vidual member; the argument against it was, 
that though the bill was recently introduced by 
an individual member, the subject was one which 
had been widely discussed and was well under- 


| stood by every member. 


The motion to commit the bill was negatived, 
18 to 16. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. GiLes moved an amendment, the object of 
which was to confine the stock (payable on ac- 
count of subscriptions to the capital of the bank) 
to such stock as should be hereafter created. 

After an animated and interesting debate, this 
motion was negatived—for the motion 15, against 
it 18, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Fromentin, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Kerr, Lambert, Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Chace, Condit, Dana, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Rob- 
erts, Smith, Tait, Talbot, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Wharton. 


Tuurspay, February 9. 

The bill brought up yesterday from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of War, com- 
prehending contracts made by him in the year 
1814, and those made by the Commissary Gene- 
ral in the same year, in compliance with “An 
act concerning public contracts,” passed the 21st 
April, 1818; and the report was read. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of Benjamin Wells and others,” 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time as 
amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill to allow a drawback of duties on spir- 
its distilled, and certain goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, manufactured within the United States, 
was read a third time ; and the blanks were filled ; 
and the bill was amended by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An actto allow a drawback of duties 
on spirits distilled, and certain goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States, on the exportation thereof to any foreign 
port or place.” 

Mr. Kine presented the petition of Gould Hoyt, 
of the city of New York, owner of the ship called 
the American Eagle, praying indemnification for 
the loss sustained by him, in consequence of the 
illegal seizure of said ship by the collector of the 
port of New York; as is stated in the petition; 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Bank of the United States. 


230 


SenaTe. 


which was read, and referred to the Secretary for 
the Department of Treasury, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Tart. from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was recommitted the bill, entitled 
“An act concerning Matthew Guy, John Wood- 
ward, Samuel Tennison, and Wilfred Drury,” 
reported it with amendment. 

The bill for quieting and adjusting claims to 
land in the Mississippi Territory was read the 
second time. 

Mr. Gites, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of 
the Senate, of the 7th instant, relative to the vet- 
erinary surgeons, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to provide for the ap- 
pointment of veterinary surgeons, to be attached to the 
Army of the United States. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 19th January, the resolution rel- 
ative to compensation to individuals whose prop- 
erty may have been destroyed during the war, by 
the constituted authorities of the United States, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, to pro- 
vide by a general law for making compensation to in- 
dividuals whose property may have been destroyed du- 
ring the war, by the constituted authorities of the Uni- 
ted States, or whose property may have been occupied 
for, or appropriated to, public purposes. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
National Bank bill; on which there took place, 
as on yesterday, much animated debate. Several 
questions of amendment were proposed, which 
were variously decided. 

The Senate did not get through the bill before 
the adjournment, which took place ata late hour. 


Fripay, February 10. 


The bill, entitled “An act making provision for 
subsisting the Army of the United States, by au- 
thorizing the appointment of commissaries of 
subsistence,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Gixes, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of 
the Senate, of the 6th instant, reported a bill to 
authorize the settlement and payment of certain 
claims for the services of the militia; and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed‘ bill, 
entitled “An act in addition to the act regulating 
the Post Office Establishment,” in which bill they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States 
of America. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, to strike out of the 
twelfth rule, the following: 
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Senate. 

“ But the said corporation shall be bound to lend to 
the Government of the United States, reimbursable at 
their pleasure, thirty millions of dollars, at an interest 
not exceeding six per centum, per annum, in such 
sums, and at such periods, as may be made convenient 
to the Government of the United States, whenever 
any law or laws of the United States shall authorize 
and require such lean or loans.” 


And to strike out, from the eighteenth rule, the 
following: 


“ Until the first Monday of April, eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, it shall not be obligatory on the said cor- 
poration to pay its notes in specie, but all the notes of 
the said corporation, whether payable at the seat of the 
bank, in Philadelphia, or elsewhere, shall be payable in 
other notes of the said corporation, or in Treasury 

tes,at the option of the applicant. And if, any time 

uring the continuance of the present war between the 
United States and Great Britain, and the period of one 
year after the termination of the said war, demands 
shall be made upon the said corporation for gold or 
silver coin, to an amount and under circumstances 
which induce a reasonable and probable belief that the 
specie capital may be greatly diminished or endangered, 
it shall be lawful for Congress, on the petition of 
the directors, to authorize the suspension of specie 
payments, for such time or times as they may deem 
proper :” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 15, 
nays 18, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Hunter, 
King, Lambert, Mason, and Wells. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Chace, Condit, Howell, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Rob- 
erts, Robinson, Smith, Talbot, Tait, Turner, Varnum, 
and Wharton. 


And the bill having been amended, the Presi- 
dent resumed the Chair, and Mr. ANDERSON re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly ; and the 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in. 


On motion, by Mr. Gores, to insert, after “ ap- 
plicant,” in line 216, the following words: “ and 
this authority of the bank to pay its notes other- 
wise than by specie, shall be expressed on such 
notes,” it was determined in the negative—yeas 
15, nays 18, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Hunter, 
Kerr, King, Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Chace, Condit, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Talbot, Tait, Turner, Varnum, 
Wells, and Wharton. 


On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 15, as 
follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Chace, Condit, Howell, Kerr, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, 
Robinson, Smith, Talbot, Tait, Turner, Varnum, and 
Wharton. 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Hunter, 
King, Lambert, Mason, Thompson, and Wells. 


Proceedings. 


Fesruary, 18]5, 
Sarourpay, February 11. 

The bill brought up yesterday for concurrene, 
was read, and passed to the second reading. _ 

The bill to authorize the settlement and pay- 
ment of certain claims for the services of tip 
militia was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ 4, 
act making Ene for the support of Goy. 
ernment for the year 1815;” and the bill havine 
been amended, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly. On the question, Shall the 
amendments be engrossed and the bill read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af. 
firmative. 

The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Postmaster General, of unproductive post roads 
and also a list of contracts made in the year 1814; 
which were read. 

Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“ An act making provision for subsisting the Army 
of the United States, by authorizing the appoint. 
ment of commissaries of subsistence,” reported it 
with amendments. 

The bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States of America was read 
a third time; and on the question, Shall this bill 
pass? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
18, nays 16, as follows: 


Yeras—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Chace, Condit, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Rob- 
inson, Smith, Talbot, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Brown, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, 
Hunter, Kerr, King, Lambert, Mason, and Thompson. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and that 
the title thereof be “An act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America.” 





Monpay, February 13. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
making appropriations for the support of Govern- 
ment for the year 1815,” having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, entitled “ An act in addition to an act 
regulating the Post Office Establishment,” was 
read the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the issuing 
of Treasury notes, for the service of the year 
1815 ;” in which bill they request the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act toauthorize the President of the United States 
to receive into the service of the United States 
certain corps which may be raised and organized 
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by any State, to serve in lieu of the militia 


thereof.” t ; 
On motion, by Mr. Smiru, it was recommitted 


to the ead Puen? Affairs, further to 
consider and report thereon. 5 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration ef the bill, entitled “ An 
act directing the manner of contracts and pur- 
chases in the Navy Department, and for promo- 
ting economy therein ;” and on motion, by Mr. 
Tart, the further consideration thereof was post- 

oned to the second Monday in March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the inhabitants of the late 
county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, 
who —— by Soe” eee the 
amendment reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee, which was disagreed to; and an amend- 
ment having been agreed to, the President re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendment be en- 
grossed and the bill be read a third time as 
amended ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Joseph oo ag rom ogra grower rat having been 
proposed, it passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Hunrer presented the petition of Edward 
ae of Newport, in the State of Rhode Island, 
confined in prison at the suit of the United States 
praying to be released therefrom, for reasons stated 
at large in the petition; which was read, and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 

ort thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
ourees Serres and Brown, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, 
aera — eace mee aa, cr been 

r 0, on the question all this bill be en- 
grossed and read a third time? it was determined 
ae affirmative—yeas 13, nays 9, as follows: 

gas—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Daggett, Fro- 
eg Gaillard, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Hunter, 
ing, Smith, Thompson, and Wells. 

Nays—Messrs. Bibb, Condit, German, Lacock, Mor- 
row, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Wharton. 


DEFENCE OF NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the following resolutions, which 
were read and passed to the second reading. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they 
are hereby, given to Major General Jackson, and 
through him to the officers and soldiers of the regular 
army, of the militia, and the volunteers, under his imme- 
diate command, fur their uniform gallantry and good 
conduct, conspicuously displayed against the enemy 
from the time of his landing before New Orleans, until 
his final expulsion therefrom; and particularly for 
their distinguished gallantry, skill, and good conduct, 
on the 8th of January last, in repulsing, with great 
slaughter, a numerous British army of chosen veteran 


Defence of New Orleans. 
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troops, when attempting, by a bold and daring attack, 
to storm and carry the works hastily thrown up for the 
defence of New Orleans, and by obtaining a most sig- 
nal and complete victory over the enemy, with a dis- 
parity of loss, on his part, unexampled in military 
annals. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be struck a gold medal, with 
devices emblematical of this splendid achievement, and 
presented to Major General Jackson, as 9 testimony of 
the high sense entertained by Congress of the judicious 
and distinguished part he acted on this glorious and 
memorable occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause the foregoing resolution to be 
communicated to Major General Jackson, in such 
terms as he may deem best calculated to give effect to 
the objects thereof. 


Mr. Gices, from the same committee, also re- 
ported the following resolutions, which were read 
and passed to the second reading : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Congress entertains a high sense of 
the patriotism, fidelity, zeal, and courage, with which 
the people of Louisiana promptly and unanimously 
stepped forth, under circumstances of imminent danger 
from a powerful invading army, in defence of all the 
individual, social, and political rights held dear by man. 
Congress declare and proclaim, that the brave Louisi- 
anians deserve well of the whole people of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the generosity, benevolence, and humanity displayed 
by the people of New Orleans, in voluntarily affording 
the best accommodations in their power, and giving the 
kindest attentions to the wounded, not only of our own 
army, but also to the wounded prisoners of a fallen 
though vindictive foe. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be 
communicated to his Excellency the Governor of Lou- 
isiana, accompanied with the request that he cause the 
greatest possible publicity to be given to them for the 
information of the whole people of Louisiana. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for quieting 
and adjusting claims to land in the Mississippi 
Territory ; and on motion, by Mr. Brown, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to, 
add made the order of the day for, Thursday 
next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, emtitled “An 
act making provision for subsisting the Army of 
the United States, by authorizing the appoint- 
ment of commissaries of subsistence,” together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee ; and, the amendments having 
been agreed to, the President reported the bill to 
the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Tarr, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported the following resolutions, which 
were read and passed to the second reading: 
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Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the valor and good conduct of Commodore D. T. Pat- 
terson, of the officers, petty officers, and seamen, at- 
tached to his command, for their prompt and efficient 
co-operation with General Jackson in the late gallant 
and successful defence of the city of New Orleans, 
when assailed by a powerful British force. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the valor and good conduct of Major Daniel Carmick, 
of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and marines, 
under his command, in the defence of the said city, on 
the late memorable occasion. 

Mr. Horsey, submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the 

of the Senate, to join such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to inquire into the expediency of causing the chambers 
at present occupied by the two Houses of Congress, 
or others in the same building, to be altered and fitted 
up for the better accommodation of the two Houses. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole. the consideration of the bill,entitled “An 
act concerning Matthew Guy, John Woodward, 
Samuel Tennison,and Wilfred Drury,” together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Taytor, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to the second 
Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 14, nays 11, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Barry, Condit, Daggett, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Gore, King, Tait, 
Taylor, Thompson, Turner, and Varnum. 

ays—Messrs. Bibb, German, Giles, Hunter, Kerr, 
Lacock, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Wells, and Wharton. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to authorize the settlement and 
payment of certain claims for the services of the 
militia ; and on motion, by Mr. Gixes, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Thursday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, the 9th instant, relative to veterinary sur- 
geons; and agreed thereto. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported, the 9th instant, by the com- 
mittee to whom was referred, on the 19th Janu- 
ary, the resolution relative to compensation to 
individuals whose property may have been de- 
stroyed during the war, by the constituted au- 
thorities of the United States ; and agreed thereto. 





Tuespay, February 14. 


The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the issu- 
ing of Treasury notes for the service of the year 
1815,” was read the second time, and referred toa 
select committee to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. SmitH, Kine, and Tay.or, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The resolutions expressive of the thanks of 
Congress to Major General Jackson, and the 
troops under his command, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in the defence of New Orleans, 
were read the second time and considered as in 
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Committee of the Whole, and amended ; and the 
President reported them to the House accordingly, 

On the question, Shall these resolutions be ep. 
grossed and read a third time as amended? ; 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The resolutions expressive of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the patriotism and 
good conduct of the people of Louisiana and 
New Orleans, during the late military operations 
before that city, were read the second time and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; ani. 
having been amended, the President reported them 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall these resolutions be ep. 
grossed and read a third time as amended? jt 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The resolutions expressive of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the gallantry and 
good conduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson, 
Major D. Carmick, and of the officers, seamen, 
and marines, under their command, in the defence 
of New Orleans, were read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and, 
no amendment having been proposed, on the 
question, Shall these resolutions be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county 
of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who 
suffered by earthquakes, having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with an amend- 
ment. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
making provision for subsisting the army of the 
United States by authorizing the appointment of 
commissaries of subsistence,” were reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Jo- 
seph Perkins,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, 
and others, having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 
On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 14, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Daggett, Dana, Fromen- 
tin, Gaillard, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Kerr, 
King, Lambert, Smith, Thompson, and Wells. 

Narys—Messrs. Bibb, Chace, Condit, German, La- 
cock, Morrow; Roberts, Robinson, Talbot, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Turner, Varnum, and Wharton. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An act for the relief ol 
Bowie and Kartz, and others.” 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill enti- 
tled “An act making appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government for the year 1815,” with an 
amendment; in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. They have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act making provision for clothing 
the militia called into the service of the United 
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ind ¢ 2” also 
dinghy Se eiaeits of the Senate and Clerk of the 
be ep. House of Representatives, in the Congress of the 
ed? it United States, to give security for the faithful 
application and disbursement of the contingent 
Sense funds of the Senate and House of Representa- 
n and tives ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
a and rence of the Senate. 
‘ations 
le and 5 
5 and Wepnespay, February 15. 
them f On motion, by Mr. Tarr, the further considera- 
) tion of the bill, entitled “An act making provision 
been. — | for subsisting the Army of the United States, by 
ed? it i authorizing the appointment of commissaries of 
subsistence,” was postponed to Monday next. 
sense | The two bills brought up yesterday for concur- 
y and _ rence were read, and passed to the second reading. 
erson, : The resolution for the appointment of a joint 
‘men, - committee to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
fence [FF ing the chambers at present occupied by the two 
*, and _ Houses of Congress, or others in the same build- 
and, ing, to be altered and fitted up, for their better 
1 the accommodation, was read the second time, and 
Ossed - considered as in Committee of the Whole; and 
n the no amendment having been proposed thereto, on 
- the question, Shall this resolution be engrossed 
| act _ and read a third time? it was determined in the 
unty _ affirmative. 
who t The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
d by ' ment of the House of Representatives to their 
Was amendments to the bill, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of Government for 
end. the year 1815,” and concurred therein. ‘ 
On motion, by Mr. Smita, the further consid- 
1 act eration of the bill to authorize a detachment from 
the the militia of the United States was postponed 
at of to Monday next. 
| by The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
Jo. act in addition to an act regulating the Post Office 
sed. Establishment.” 
Artz, On motion, by Mr. Taycor, it was referred to 
mit the committee to whom was referred the bill, 
me. entitled “An act making appropriations for the 
de- support of Government for the year 1815,” to con- 
y aS sider and report thereon. 
Mr. Morrow presented the petition of Michael 
\en- Jones and W. Bond, the Register and Receiver 
err, of Public Moneys for the district of Kaskaskia, 
praying additional compensation for their ser- 
La- vices ; for reasons stated at large in the petition ; 
‘ay- which was read, and referred to the committee to 
whom was referred, the 21st September last, the 
nd memorial of the Legislature of the Indiana Ter- 
of ritory, to consider and report thereon, by bill or 
otherwise. 
ih DEFENCE OF NEW ORLEANS. 
ti- The resolutions expressive of the high sense 
ip entertained by Congress of the patriotism and 
an good conduct of the people of Louisiana and of 
Ir New Orleans, during the late military operations 
ll, before that city, having been reported by the 
Dg committee correctly engrossed, were read a third 





time as amended, and having been further amend- 
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ed by unanimous consent, passed unanimously, 
as follows: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That Congress entertain a high sense of the 
patriotism, fidelity, zeal, and courage, with which the 
people of the State of Louisiana promptly and unani- 
mously stepped forth, under circumstances of imminent 
danger from a powerful invading army, in defence of 
all the individual, social, and political rights, held dear 
by man. Congress declare and proclaim, that the 
brave Louisianians deserve well of the whole people of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the generosity, benevolence, and humanity, displayed 
by the people of New Orleans, in voluntarily affording 
the best accommodations in their power, and giving 
the kindest attentions to the wounded, not only of our 
own army, but also to the wounded prisoners of a van- 
quished foe. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be 
communicated to his Excellency the Governor of Lou- 
isiana, accompanied with a request that he cause the 
greatest possible publicity to be given to them for the 
information of the whole people of Louisiana. 


The resolutions expressive of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of the gallantry and 
good conduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson and 
Major D. Carmick, and of the officers, seamen, 
and marines under their command, in the defence 
of New Orleans, having been reported by the 
committee correctly eugrossed, were read a third 
time, and passed unanimously, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the valor and good conduct of Commodore D. T. Pat- 
terson, of the officers, petty officers, and seamen, at- 
tached to his command, for their prompt and efficient 
co-operation with General Jackson, in the late gallant 
and successful defence of the city of New Orleans, 
when assailed by a powerful British force. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of 
the valor and good conduct of Major Daniel Carmick, 
of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and marines, 
under his command, in the defence of the said city, on 
the late memorable occasion. 


The resolutions expressive of the thanks of 
Congress to Major General Jackson, and the 
troops under his command, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in the defence of New Orleans, 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, were read a third time as amended, 
and passed unanimously, as follows: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they 
are hereby, given to Major General Jackson, and, 
through him, to the officers and soldiers of the regu- 
lar army, of the militia, and of the volunteers under 
his immediate command, and to the officers and sol- 
diers charged with the defence of Fort St. Philip, for 
their uniform gallantry and good conduct, conspicu- 
ously displayed against the enemy, from the time of 
his landing before New Orleans until his final expul- 
sion from the State of Louisiana, and particularly for 
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their valor, skill, and good conduct, on the 8th of Jan- 
uazy last, in repulsing, with great slaughter, a nume- 
rous British army of chosen veteran troops, when 
attempting, by a bold and daring attack, to storm and 
carry the works hastily thrown up for the defence of 
New Orleans, and thereby obtaining a most signal and 
complete victory over the enemy, with a disparity of 
loss, on his part, unexampled in military annals. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be struck a gold medal, with 
devices emblematical of this splendid achievement, and 
presented to Major General Jackson, as a testimony of 
the high sense entertained by Congress, of his judi- 
cious and distinguished conduct on that memorable 
occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be 
communicated to Major General Jackson, in such 
terms as he may deem best calculated to give effect to 
the objects thereof. 


When the above resolutions were under con- 
sideration, Mr. Brown, of Louisiana, addressed 
the Chair, as follows: 


Mr. President: Having the honor to represent 
the State which has been the theatre of the 
events which it is the object of these resolutions 
to commemorate, it might be considered an evi- 
dence of great insensibility on my part, did I not 
rise for the purpose of expressing my most hearty 
approbation of them. 


The reflecting mind, in reviewing the eventful 
measures by which the people of Louisiana have 
been conducted from a position of extreme peril 
to a state of perfect security, is irresistibly led to 
acknowledge the protecting hand of an all-wise 
and beneficent Providence, whose dispensations 
it is our duty, in grateful humility, to revere. 

The richest reward which a nation can bestow 
on its distinguished benefactors, is to be found in 
the unanimous expression of a nation’s gratitude. 
On no occasion has the united voice of national 
feeling been more distinctly heard, than on that 
which is the subject of our present deliberations. 
The measures adopted by General Jackson for 
the protection of Louisiana, and their happy re- 
sults, have been succinctly detailed in his own 
simple, perspicuoas, and modest narrative. It is 
not now necessary to recapitulate the facts. It is 
enough that we fix our admiring eyes on their 
fortunate results. If to disconcert the gigantic 
plans of the enemy—to disappoint his extravagant 
expectations—to humble his pride—to destroy a 
great part of his hitherto invincible army—to ex- 

el them from our soil, and save a State to the 

nion, and to accomplish all with a comparative 
loss unexampled in military annals, can entitle a 
brave general and a gallant army to the thanks 
of a generous people, then are General Jackson 
and his followers entitled to the wreath prepared 
for them by these resolutions. I shall not follow 
the deliverer of Louisiana through the blaze of 
battle and the shouts of victory; I am not so weak 
as to believe that my feeble voice can add lustre 
to deeds like his—“to deeds without a name.” 
The tears of admiration and gratitude which 
moisten every eye whilst surveying scenes like 
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these, admonish me, that it is best to indulge iy 
the silent sentiment of unutterable joy. 

The army of General Jackson was principal| 
composed of militia corps, a species of force hith- 
erto not considered as the most efficient, which 
had been hastily collected from the States of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, and the Mibssis. 
sippi Territory. Itis equally honorable to these 
soldiers, and to their commander, that no jealous. 
ies or dissensions disturbed the harmony of thei; 
camp, and that all united in facing the foe with a 
courage, an energy, and enthusiasm, rarely wit. 
nessed in an army of veteran troops. All were 
animated by the same soul, and the only contest 
which existed among them was, who should be 
foremost in the hour of danger. 

The citizens of Kentucky, since the commence- 
ment of our present struggle, have obtained a 
character so elevated for patriotism and devotion 
to the best interests of their country, that it can 
receive no additional lustre from any expressions 
Ican employ. The State of Tennessee has ex- 
alted claims to the approbation of the nation. 
To that State we are indebted for the safety of 
our country when threatened by our savage 
neighbors, and the part which her citizens have 
acted on the late ever memorable occasion, will 
afford to their latest posterity a rich repast in the 
page of impartial history. One-third of the mili- 
tia of this State, having no exposed frontier to 
protect, and threatened by no immediate danger, 
cheerfully left their friends and their families and 
flew to the assistance of Louisiana. Generous 
people! on behalf of those you have succored in 
the hour of peril, I thank you—from my heart | 
thank you! 

Reflect, Mr. President, on the rapid march of 
General Coffee and his volunteers to Mobile, to 
Pensacola, to New Orleans, a distance of more 
than one thousand miles. Consider the difficul- 
ties of the route, and you will admire the perse- 
verance of the commander, and the patience and 
discipline of his troops, as much as you will ap- 
plaud the undaunted bravery they displayed on 
the memorable eighth of January. See the brave 
and indefatigable Carroll descending the Missis- 
sippi with an army of three thousand men, and 
accomplishing his voyage in a space of time 
considered too short to enable the greedy specu- 
lator, in search of a market, to conduct a single 
ark to the same point of destination. It is to such 
men, and to such exertions as these, that Louisi- 
ana is indebted for her safety, and so long as grat- 
itude shall be considered a virtue, shall these 
brave men be held in grateful remembrance. 

On so much of these resolutions, and other res- 
olutions now under consideration, as relate to the 
militia and people of Louisiana, it would not, 
perhaps, become me to enlarge. Attached, as | 
feel myself, to the generous people of that State, 
by the recollection of a thousand proofs they have 
given me of their kindness and confidence, 1 could 
not profess to be their impartial eulogist. That 
their conduct on the late trying emergency has 
been such, as not only to fulfil the predictions of 

their friends, and efface the unfavorable prejudices 





c 
f 
t 
I 
t 
i 
I 
| 


Peet 





fe 





> tion of the nation, is to me a source of inexpressi- 





242 


Senate. 


941 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





Fesrvary, 1815. Defence of New Orleans. 








—_ 





of those who until now were strangers to their | to the contemplation of the modest and saving 
true character, but also to receive the approba- | virtues exhibited in the city of New Orleans, 

i So far had the campaign in Florida been pro- 
longed beyond the time contemplated at its be- 


leasure. | : 
OA Presidenh I fondly hope that the dawn of | ginning, that Winter was threatening, before the 
peace is about to break upon our beloved coun- | Tennessee militia, under General Coffee, hastil 


; try. Cheered by its benignant rays we look into | collected for a Summer expedition, were disband- 


fancies and calculate the influence which the | ed, to be recalled again under the banners of their 
recent events at New Orleans may have upon the | country before they had reached their homes, in 
destinies of this nation. To foreign Powers, the | ordertodefend a distant State against the invasion 
lesson taught by them will be full of instruction. | of an enemy more numerous and more formida- 
From the fate of a powerful army invading a | ble than the enemy they had subdued. So ardent 

ortion of our country, hitherto considered the | and so anxious was the zeal of our Tennessee and 


> most assailable, they will learn that freemen, im- | Kentucky brethren, headed by Carroll, Thomas, 


pressed with a sense of the value of their rights, | and Adair, that, regardless of the inclemencies of 
and armed in defence of their own soil, are in- | the approaching season, they listened to no voice 
vincible. At home, the effects of these brilliant | but the voice of their invaded country; they were 
achievements will be salutary and beneficent. | sensible of no want, but the want of meeting the 
Should the inhabitants of any portion of this | enemy. 
Union, from incorrect sources of information,| Already had the Mississippi received the brave, 
have received impressions unfriendly to the char- | who were destined to add such a celebrity to its 
acter of the people of Louisiana, let them reflect | fame ; already had its rapid current brought them 
on the events of the 8th of January, and those | within a short distance of the spot polluted with 
impressions will be completely obliterated. The | the foot of an invading foe; a more terrible enemy 
ties of interest and of affection, which have long | than the one they were ready to encounter had 
attached the Western States to Louisiana, have | nearly overcome them. 
now become indissoluble. The purple stream of | Frost, threatened in his long enjoyed empire 
their best blood has united and mingled in the | over the Northern Lakes of America, made an ef- 
same channel, and has at once cemented their | fort in December last to establish his empire over 
union and that of their country. the mouth as it has usurped it over the head of 
Mr. Fromentin, of Louisiana, addressed the | the Mississippi.* Not farfrom thetropics the ruth- 
Chair, as follows— | less invader shook his icy bristles ; for a few days 
Mr. President: The resolutions now under | the mouths of our creeks were sealed up by the 
consideration seem to call for a few remarks | tyrant; but assistance was at hand from above. 
from those who have the honor to represent on | This Winter, Mr. President, was fertile with prod- 


this floor the country upon whose inhabitants the 
mark of signal favor contemplated by the resolu- 
tions is now proposed to be conferred. It would 
ill become me on this occasion to affect a vain 
modesty, equally injurious to the virtues which 
have deserved, and to the generous discernment 
which is going to bestow approbation. 

Mr. President, we have often been called upon, 
since the beginning of this war, to give thanks to 
the intrepidity of our military leaders, and the un- 
daunted bravery of their troops. We have just 
now, by a unanimous vote, awarded the same 
tribute to Jackson and to his followers. To Jack- 








igies. A genialsun had arisen in the West, whose 
powerful and revivifying rays soon expelled the 
monster, and compelled him to fly back to his un- 
controlled patrimonial haunts in the caverns of 
the Lakes, and in the recesses of the wildernesses of 
Canada—a forerunner, Mr. President, of the fate 
which in a few days was to befall his co-invader 
and British ally. Have I, Mr. President, in at- 
tempting to give you an idea of a natural phe- 
nomenon in Louisiana, given you a true picture 
of the real scenes which, in the meantime. were 
acting on that interesting theatre ? 

Yet, during the temporary reign of the tyrant, 


son—this name henceforth wants none of the | our soldiers, for the reasons above stated, unpre- 


meretricious epithets of courtesy—to Jackson, 
whose laurels on the ever memorable 8th of Jan- 
uary will adorn the fairest page of American mil- 
itary history:—to Jackson, whose unheard of 
achievements, having no precedents in the past, 
seem to bid defiance to the future. Through this 
beloved General we gave the same unanimous 
thanks to his followers. I will not, sir, give them 
the surname of invincibles ; be it enough for their 
glory, that they have proved to the world that if, 
until they landed in Louisiana, the soldiers of 
Lord Wellington had been unconquered, they 
were not unconquerable. 

Sir, with heartfelt gratitude I joined in the vote 
just given in honor of those valiantmen. Let us 


now pass from the review of the brilliant and ex- 
terminating virtues exhibited on the field of battle, 





| 


pared to withstand his attacks, were suffering se- 
verely. Are those brave men who have sacrificed 
everything to run to the relief of their distant 
| friends, to be doomed to fall a victim to their own 
generosity? Forbid it humanity, forbid it pa- 
triotism, forbid it gratitude ! 

I wish, Mr. President, I had it in my power to 
delineate with proper colors the interesting spec- 
tacle which New Orleans exhibited in those dis- 
tressing days. Not aman unengaged in repelling 
the enemy, not a woman not affording the most 











*It is a fact, not less true than extraordinary, that, on 
the 23d December last, when the St. Lawrence and 
the Northern Lakes were quite free from ice, the Bayou 
St. John, behind the city of New Orleans, was frozen 
over. 
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mittee, to consist of five members, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and Messrs, 
Biss, Barsour, Smira, Daacerr, and Caace, 
were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Uriah 
Coolidge and James Burnham,” in which bill 
oa request the concurrence of the Senate. 

he bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 

r. Barsour, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of David Darden,” 
reported it without amendment. 

On motion, by Mr. Lacock, a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 
ing the salary of the Sergeant-at-Armsof the Sen- 
ate, with leave to report by bill or otherwise ; and 
Messrs. Lacock, ANDERSON, and Barsour, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Varnom presented the petition of William 
Malcom and others, owners of the privateer Wash- 
ington, praying the United States to release their 
claim to certain prizes captured by them, as stated 
in the petition; which was read, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution for the appointment of a joint 
committee to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing the chambers at present occupied by the two 
Houses of Congress, or others in the same build- 
ing, to be altered and fitted up, for the better ac- 
commodation of the two Houses, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Horsey, Fromenrin, 
and GoLpsBorouan, be the committee on the 
part of the Senate. 


zealous assistance and co-operation in preparing 
clothing and every other necessary comfort for 
their protectors! Accompany me, Mr. President, 
within those walls, a few days ago the asylum of 
hundreds of young females, taught by the pre- 
cepts and by the nes of their pious and re- 
spectable mistresses all the virtues and all the 
accomplishments, which are soon to be the orna- 
ments of society. How changed is the scene! 
Those grates, never before opened but to Religion, 
are now thrown open for the reception of suffer- 
ing, of bleeding humanity! Under the pious di- 
rection of their respectable religious chief, the 
nunnery of New Orleans is converted into an hos- 
pital for our sick and wounded! The holy flame 
spreads with rapidity! Every soldier ina distant 
land has founda brother! Every sick individual 
has found a family ! 

Mr. President, I rejoice, that the resolution re- 
ported by the honorable Chairman of the Military 
Committee embraces the caves I have briefly 
alluded to. Sir: Valor is the natural growth of 
every clime of this extensive empire. Even in 
the very few actions during this war in which 
victory did not perch on our banners, as evinced 
by a late celebrated case connected with the cap- 
ture of this city, scrutinizing justice has pro- 
nounced that examples of conspicuous individual 
bravery have not been wanting. I shall always 
be proud of the opportunity afforded to pay to 
courage the just tribute due to it by a grateful 
people. But, when it is right thus to encourage 
valor, can it be wrong to encourage humanity ? 
Valor, Humanity—lInseparable sisters! The 
first has delivered our country from an invading 
foe—the second has healed the wounds of a bleed- 
ing friend, and of a bleeding enemy—since no 
longer with arms in their hands, to be treated as 
a friend. Both united will continue to secure to 
our arms the favor of an avenging and merciful 
God, and will wrest from a vanquished enemy, 
and obtain from an admiring world, the applause 
due to a conqueror terrible in battle—in victory 
merciful. 



















Frivay, February 17. 


Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Jacob Shinnick, and Shoultz and Vogeler, of 
Christian Chapman, and the legal representative 
of John Calef, deceased,” reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Smita submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to consider the propriety of reducing the 
Military Establishment of the United States, with au- 
thority to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion, by Mr. Dana, 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to naval affairs, be instructed to inquire 
what provision should be made by law for pro- 
tecting the commerce and seamen of the United 
States against any of the Barbary Powers. 

Mr. Lacock, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill increasing 
the compensation allowed the Sergeant-at-Arms 
of the Senate; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Smita, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 





Tururspay, February 16. 


Mr. Lacock from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Isaac Smith and Bratton Caldwell,” reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act regulating 
the sale of certain reserved sections of land in the 
State of Ohio,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Saltus, Son, and Company, merchants of the 
city of New York,” reported it without amend- 
ment; and the bill was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Biss presented the petition of Thomas 
Law and others, inhabitants of the City of Wash- 
ington, praying the division and sale of certain 
Open squares in said city, as stated in the peti- 
tion ; which was read, and referred to a select com- 
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issuing of Treasury notes for the service of the 
year 1815,” reported it with amendments. which 
were considered as in Committee of the Whole ; 
and, on motion, by Mr. Gives, the further consid- 
eration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Sal- 
tus, Son, and Company, merchants, of the city 
of New York,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the-relief of 
Uriah Coolidge and James Burnham, was read 
the second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, in the Congress of the United 
States, to give security for the faithful applica- 
tion and disbursement of the contingent funds of 
the Senate and House of Representatives,” was 
read the second time. 

The biil, entitled “An act making provision for 
clothing the militia called into the service of the 
United States,” was read the second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Militia, to con- 
sider and report thereun, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
David Darden.” 


On the question, Shall this bill be read a third | 


time ? it was determined in the negative. So the 
bill was lost. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the settlement and payment of certain claims for 


the services of the militia; and, no amendment | 


having been proposed thereto, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third time? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 


Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom | 


was referred the bill, entitled “An act giving the 
right of pre-emption in the purchase of lands to 
certain settlers in the Indiana Territory,” reported 
it with amendments. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to amend the 
act, entitled ‘An act to provide additional rev- 


enues for defraying the expenses of Government, | 


and maintaining the public credit, by laying a 
direct tax upon the United States, and to provide 


for assessing and collecting the same, and the act | 


entitled “An act to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of Government, and 
maintaining the public credit, by laying duties 
on household furniture, and on gold and silver 
watches,” reported it with an additional amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Isaac Smith and Bratton 











inquire into the expediency of making provision by 
law to release all or any claims of the United States to 
penalties or forfeitures, under acts which have imposed 
prohibitions or temporary restrictions on commercial 
intercourse, and to discontinue all prosecutions there- 
for, upon payment of costs legally incurred. 


On motion, by Mr. Morrow, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire, whether the act for establishing trading- 
houses with the Indian tribes, which will expire 
at the end of the present session of Congress, 
ought not to be continued in force for a further 
term. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Morrow, ANDERSON, 
| and Barry, be the committee. 


ILLEGAL SEIZURE OF A VESSEL. 


| The Prestpent communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of Treasury, 
on the petition of Gould Hoyt, referred to him by 
resolution of the Senate of the 9th instant; and 
the report was read. It is as follows: 


| The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom the petition 
of Gould Hoyt was referred by a resolution of the 
Senate, passed the 9th of February, 1815, having 
considered the same, in obedience to that resolution, 
has the honor to report : 


That the petition contains various allegations which 
are not supported by any evidence that is either pro- 
| duced by the petitioner, or possessed by the Treasury 
Department: and that it contains various complaints, 
which are either founded upon such imperfections of 
the judicial institutions of the United States as cannot 
constitute the peculiar grievance of the petitioner, or 
upon such conduct in the public officers of the district 
of New York as would, it is believed, receive from 
them a satisfactory explanation, were an opportunity 
afforded for that purpose. 

That, under these circumstances, the Secretary of 
the Treasury presumes that he shall best discharge his 
duty to the Senate by stating the facts of the case re- 
ferred to him, according to the evidence which is in 
his own possession, without dwelling upon the allega- 
tions of the petition. 

That, in the year 1809, the United States and 
France were at peace. The island of St. Domingo, a 
| colony of France, had declared itself independent ; and, 
| after successive changes in its form of Government, 
two rival chiefs, Christophe and Petion, claimed the 
sovereignty. But France, in constant and decisive 
terms, asserted her parent right to the colony; and 
the American Government, so far from recognising 
| the independence of St. Domingo, had passed two 
laws prohibiting all intercourse with such parts of the 
island as were in possession of the revolted subjects of 
France. The violation of those laws, on several occa- 
sions, had been the cause of great inconvenience to 
| the United States. 

That it was the policy of the American Government 
to avoid all participation in the conflict between France 
and her colony, as well as in the conflict between the 








Caldwell; and, no amendment having been pro- | native competitors for the sovereignty of St. Domingo ; 
posed, it passed to a third reading. 
Mr. Dana submitted the following motion: 
Resolved, That the committee to whom were re- 


ferred certain Messages of the President of the United 
States concerning foreign relations, be instructed to 


and, therefore, whatever might be the indulgence 
| Shown to a mere commercial intercourse with that 
island, after the expiration of the acts of Congress, 
which expressly prohibited it, the Government never 
ceased to watch with particular attention any equip- 
ments in the ports of the United States, which were 
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compen destined to increase the military means of 
either of the parties to the insular war, or which might 
be directed by the Government of the island against 
the Government of France. The United States being 
at peace with all the world in the year 1809, there 
could hardly be a pretext for such equipments, with a 
view to the protection of American commerce; and 
the armament of the American merchant vessels had 
not been authorized by law. 

That the ship American Eagle, which furnishes the 
subject of the petition under consideration, appears to 
have been a large frigate-built ship, formerly called the 
Marquis of Lansdowne, captured by the French from 
the British, and sold by the captors to American citi- 
zens. On the 18th of November, 1809, information 
was Officially given to the Treasury Department, that 
“this ship had been for some time repairing at New 
York, and was then nearly completed in the very best 
manner, and pierced for thirty-six guns; that conjec- 
tures were various; that the object in view could not 
be discovered ; but that some illicit, some forced trade 
was no doubt in view.” On the day of Decem- 
ber, 1809, further information was officially given to 
the Treasury Department, that “a vessel had lately 
arrived at Norfolk with a cargo of coffee, under Swe- 
dish colors, which was said to belong to , of New 
York; that the vessel was the schooner Gustavus, 
Captain , or » master, (for there were said to 
be two captains on board ;) that she went in under a 
plea of distress, but was supposed to have only sought 
an opportunity of waiting for orders from the owners 
or consignees ; that the cargo was said to be the prop- 
erty of the Government of Port-au-Prince, and de- 
signed to form the funds, in part, for the payment of 
the American Eagle, a large ship understood to be fit- 
ting out at New York for that Government, and nearly 
ready for sea.” 

That, on receiving these communications, (which 
were corroborated by publications in the newspapers,) 
a letter was addressed from this Department to the 
collector of New York, dated the 12th of December, 
1809, stating the information “ that the ship American 
Eagle was fitting out for Petion, who had purchased 
her,” and observing “ that if that be the fact, the Pres- 
ident directed her departure to be stopped, as embraced 
by the act of the 5th of June, 1794,” prohibiting ar- 
maments within the United States, in violation of their 
neutrality. But it does not appear that any act was 
done, in pursuance of this authority, conditionally given 
to the collector of New York. 

That, on the 11th of April, 1810, further informa- 
tion was officially given to the Treasury Department, 
that ‘“‘since the letter of the 12th of December, 1809, 
the ship American Eagle had very little done until 
then, when twenty or thirty men were employed, and 
there was every appearance of soon getting the ship 
ready for sea.” And the answer to this information 
Was given on the 27th of April, 1810, “that if any 
satisfactory evidence could be obtained of the ship’s 
being intended to commit hostilities against a friendly 
Power, or for any other illegal purpose, she ought to 
be detained ; but, if no such proof can be had, the ves- 
sel must then be watched, and not suffered to arm, or 
carry any military stores in her hold.” 

That to these official communications, and the public 
notices of the gazettes, it appears the Minister of 
France, in June, 1810, added “ his remeonstrances re- 
specting the armament of the American Eagle, which 
he stated to be destined for one of the black chiefs of 
St. Domingo; and that the agent who superintended 
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officer at Aux Cayes.” On the 26th of June, this in. 
formation was communicated to the collector of New 
York; and that officer replied, that “ he would omit 
no legal step, in conformity to the instructions of the 
Treasury Department.” But, in a letter from this 
Department, dated the 29th of June, 1810, a more 
particular direction was given, and the collector was 
required critically to investigate every circumstance 
relative to the ship, to consult with the district attor. 
ney, and, if it could be legally done, to prevent her 
departure; for her equipment, and the information 
given by both the collector of Baltimore and the French 
Minister, created a strong presumption that she was 
intended for one of the St. Domingo black chiefs; a 
destination not only contrary to the interests of the 
United States, but directly contravening the laws of 
nations, and forbidden by the third and fifth sections 
of the act of the 5th of June, 1794.” It was added, 
that “the safest way, if the district attorney concurred, 
would be to libel the ship under the third section of the 
act; and that the President of the United States ex- 
pressly recommended that every exertion be used to 
detect and prevent such gross violation of their laws 
and neutrality.” 

That, on the 30th of June, 1810, the surveyor of the 
port of New York, having, with the inspectors of the 
customs, examined the ship American Eagle, in pur- 
suance of orders from the collector, reported, “ that 
there was on board a person who said his name was 
John Howard, at present master of the vessel, and had 
been in that capacity at least six months last past; 
that, upon interrogating Captain Howard, he stated 
that the ship was owned by James Gillespie, merchant 
of New York, by whom he was employed as master, 
to superintend repairing the ship, which he had done 
till January last, at which time she was nearly finished, 
when Gillespie sold her to Hoyt & Tom, under whose 
orders he now acted, and has acted since they became 
owners. He did not know how or where the ship was 
to be employed ; the only persons belonging to the ship 
were himself, Mr. Mooney, mate, and two or three sea- 
men; that the surveyor proceeded to search the ship 
throughout, when (as near as could be ascertained) she 
had on board about one hundred and thirty barrels of 
salted provisions, twenty hogsheads of shipbread, and 
one hundred hogsheads of water, with a complete set 
of stone ballast; neither guns, small arms, ammuni- 
tion, nor other implements of war, were found on 
board ; she had a thorough repair from her keel up, 
with new copper, new masts, rigging, and sails; the 
latter all upon the yards ; that the ship was calculated 
to carry twenty-four guns on her main deck, and four- 
teen on her upper deck; that her repairs and outfits, 
all together, were in a man-of-war style; and that 
nothing was wanting to send the ship to sea (if she 
went without guns) but a complement of seamen.” 

That, under all these circumstances, the collector of 
New York was informed, by a letter from this Depart- 
ment, dated the 6th of July, 1810, that “in the opinion 
of the President, the ship American Eagle ought to be 
immediately seized and libelled, as being fitted out for 
illegal purposes, unless the owner should give satisfac- 
tory proof of the contrary.” But neither at the time 
of the survey, nor at any antecedent or subsequent 
time, nor in the petition under immediate considera- 
tion, has it appeared (so far as the evidence is possessed 
by this Department) for what voyage the ship American 
Eagle was actually equipped and provided in the man- 
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ner which the survey describes, if the intention were 
not to prosecute the voyage to St. Domingo, for the 
purpose of delivering her to Petion, the asserted owner. 

hat, in pursuance of the instructions which have 
been stated, the ship American Eagle was seized on the 
10th day of July, 1810, and was libelled in the district 
court. The indisposition of the district judge appears 
to have suspended all the business of that court for a 
considerable period ; and owing entirely, it is believed, 
to that cause, the case of the American Eagle was not 
tried and decided until the 24th of August, 1812. The 
court acquitted the vessel, ordered her to be restored 
to Gould Hoyt, the claimant, and also refused to certify 
that there was reasonable cause for the seizure. The 
vessel remained in the custody of the marshal from the 
time of the seizure until the decision. Mr. Hoyt has 
since brought an action against the seizing officers, in 
the supreme court of the State of New York, for the 
damages sustained by the seizure and detention, which 
action is stilldepending. It is thought to be irregular 
and improper, under these circumstances, to state the 
opinion of the district attorney as to the probable issue 
of the action. 

That repeated overtures have been made to this 
Department by Mr. Hoyt for a settlement or compro- 
mise of his claim for damages against the officers who 
seized the ship American Eagle, upon the presumption 
that they are eventually to be indemnified by the Gov- 
ernment. But there was no power in the Department 
to adopt either the mode proposed for ascertaining the 
amount of the damages, or the mode proposed for 
liquidating that amount when ascertained. 

That, upon the same presumption of an eventual 
responsibility on the part of the Government, Mr. Hoyt 
has presented the petition under consideration to Con- 
gress ; in which he states, that “he would be well 
satisfied to obtain for the vessel the money that she has 
actually cost him, (computed at one hundred thousand 
dollars,) with charges and interest, in full satisfaction 
for any claims he may have on account of the seizure.” 
He concludes, however, with praying “ that the proper 
officers of the Government may be authorized to pur- 
chase the said ship upon such terms as to Congress 
may seem proper; or that he may have such relief in 
the premises as in the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet.” 

Upon this general view of the case, the following 
considerations arise : 

1. Whether any, and what, damages will probably 
be recovered in the suit against the seizing officers 1 

2. Whether the seizing officers are to be eventually 
indemnified by the Government ? 

3. Whether the damages, if the payment shall be 
now assumed by Congress, ought to be assessed by a 
jury, by arbitrators, or by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury ? 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. J. DALLAS. 





Satourpay, February 18. 





United States, and were residing in Montreal, for 
the purpose of trade, at the time war was de- 
clared between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain, at which time they returned to the United 
States, and removed a part of their merchandise ; 
and praying to be relieved from penalties in- 
curred by the violation of the non-importation 
laws, in consequence of their withdrawing their 
effects from Canada; and the petitions were read, 
and referred to a select committee to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Gore, Anperson, and Sirs, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee appointed 
to consider the subject, reported a bill to continue 
in force, for a limited time, the act, entitled “An 
act for establishing trading-houses with the In- 
dian tribes ;” and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Isaac 
Smith and Bratton Caldwell,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Uriah Coolidge and 
James Burnham,” reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act in addition 
to an act regulating the Post Office Establish- 
ment,” reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 17th 
instant, by Mr. Dana, instructing the Committee 
on Foreign Relations to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making provision by law to release 
certain claims of the United States; and agreed 
thereto. 

The Senate resumed the bill for quieting and 
adjusting claims to land in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory ; and on motion, by Mr. Gives, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to Monday 
next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have unani- 
mously passed the resolutions expressive of the 
thanks of Congress to Major General Jackson, 
and the troops under his command, for their gal- 
lantry and good conduct in the defence of New 
Orleans, with amendments; in which they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. They 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Edward Hallowell ;” a bill, entitled “An 
act for granting and securing to Anthony Shane 


| the right of the United States toa tract of land 


in the State of Ohio ;” also, a bill, entitled “Anact 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 


|expenses of Government, and maintaining the 


public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Dis- 


Mr. Varnu, from the Committee on the Mili- | trict of Columbia ;” in which bills they request 


lia, to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act making provision for clothing the militia 


called into the service of the United States,” re- 


ported it with an amendment. 


_ Mr. Gore presented the petition of John Froth- 
ingham and Arthur Tappan, merchants, of Bos- 


ton, stating that they are native citizens of the 


the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill to authorize the settlement and pay- 
ment of certain claims for the services of the 
militia, was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Tair, the Committee on 
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Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of repealing any act or acts respect- 
ing the flotilla establishment; with leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Barzoor submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to cause an experienced engineer and naval 
officer to explore the Chesapeake bay, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the most convenient harbor in the said 
bay, for the reception of ships of war of the largest 
class; and that they particularly ascertain, whether it 
be practicable to establish a convenient harbor at the 
Chesapeake, on the middle ground, and the probable 
amount which may be necessary to place such harbor 
in the most respectable posture of defence. 

Mr. Hunter, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill author- 
izing the discharge of Edward Martin from im- 
prisonment; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the reso- 
lutions expressive of the thanks of Congress to 
Major General Jackson, and the troops under his 
command, for their gallantry and good conduct 
in the defence of New Orleans; and on motion, 
by Mr. Smiru, it was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act regulating the sale of certain reserved sections 
of land io the State of Ohio;” and on the ques- 
tion, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third 
tlme ? it was determined in the negative. So 
the bill was lost. 


On motion, by Mr. Smira,a committee was 
appointed toconsider the expediency of repealing 
all acts, or parts of acts, laying additional duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported in 
the ships or vessels of such foreign nations as 
shall agree to admit, into their ports, goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into such ports, on 
board of the ships or vessels of the United States. 
Messrs. Smita, Tay.or, Biss, Hunter, and Kina, 
were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Jacob Shinnick, and Shoultz 
and Vogeler, of Christian Chapman, and the le- 
gal representative of John Calef, deceased ;” and 
on motion, by Mr. Mason, the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed to Tuesday next. 


On motion, by Mr. Biss, the committee to 


whom was referred the petition of Thomas Law | 


and others, citizens of the City of Washington, 
praying the division and sales of certain open 
squares in the said city, were discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Tay_or gave notice, that.on Monday next, 
he should ask leave to bring in a bill further sup- 
plementary to the act for the indemnification of 
certain claimants of public lands in the Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

On motion, by Mr. Kine, Gould Hoyt had leave 
to withdraw his petition, together with the report 
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of the Secretary for the Department of the Trea. 
sury thereon, made the 17th instant. 

On motion, by Mr. Tart, the Committee op 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of William Malcom and others, were discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

The Senate resumed, the consideration of the 
motion made the 17th instant, by Mr. Smirn, in- 
structing the Committee oa Military Affairs to 
consider the propriety of reducing the Military 
Establishment of the United States ; and agreed 
thereto. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for assessing and collecting the 
same ;” and the act, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
‘by laying duties on household furniture, and on 
gold and silver watches,” together with the addi- 
tional amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and, having agreed to the amend- 
ment, the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendment be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The bill, entitled “An act requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States, to give security for the faithful application 
and disbursement of the contingent funds of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, was re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole; and passed 
to a third reading. 

The bill increasing the compensation allowed 
the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; and on the question, Shall this bill 
be engrossed and read a third time? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnum, the militia com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the representatives of the religious Society of 
Friends, in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Dela- 
ware, respecting the rights of conscience, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 





Monpay, February 20. 


Mr. Go_psBorouen, from the Library Commit- 
tee, made a report; which was read. 

Mr. Go._pssorovaes, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to prorite a library room, and for 
transporting the library lately purchased from 
Thomas Jefferson, Esq., to the City of Washing- 
ton; and the bill was read, and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. Gigs, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the resolutions 


expressive of the thanks of Congress to Major 





L 
8s 
L 
v 
a 
fi 
r 
t 
s 
I 
é 








315, 


ea- 


on 
red 


he 


in- 


he 


— ae 


253 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


254 


Fepsruary, 1815. 





General Jackson, and the troops under his com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct in the 
defence of New Orleans, reported an agreement 
therein, in part. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate do concur in so 
much of the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the said resolutions, as proposes to 
strike out the word “ immediate,” in the third line 
of the first resolution ; and that they disagree to 
the residue of the said amendment. 
sy Mr. GILEs, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom the subject was referred, reported 
a bill to repeal certain acts therein mentioned; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. Horsey, from the joint committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the bet- 
ter temporary accommodation of the two Houses 
of Congress; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Military 





Affairs, reported a bill to repeal certain acts con- | 


cerning the flotilla service; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Smira, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill to repeal so 
much of the several acts imposing duties on the 
tonnage of ships, and vessels, and on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
as imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage be- 
tween foreign vessels and vessels of the United 
States, and between goods imported into the Uni- 
ted States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 
United States; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. TayLor asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill further supplementary to an act, entitled 
“An act providing for the indemnification of cer- 
tain claimants of lands in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory;” and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Tay.or presented the petition of James 
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consider what privileges should be secured by 
law to citizens of the United States, as preferable 
to foreign subjects, in navigation; and that the 
committee have leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Dana, Smiru, Gors, 
Honrer, and Kina, be the committee. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for assessing and collecting the 
same ;” and the act, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, and on 
gold and silver watches.” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, entitled “An act requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, in the Congress of the United 
States, to give security for the faithful applica- 
tion and disbursement of the contingent funds of 
the Senate and House of Representatives,” was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to continue in force for a limited 
time the act, entitled “An act for establishing 
trading-houses with the Indian tribes,” was read 
the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Ed- 
ward Hallowell, was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Roperts, Horsey, 
and Lacock, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act granting and secur- 
ing to Anthony Shane the right of the United 
States to a tract of land in the State of Ohio,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee to whom was referred, oo the 21st of 


Lamb, of the city of Charleston, in the State of | September, the memorial of the Legislature of 


South Carolina, owner of the American brig 
Langdon Cheves, stating that the said vessel, 
with her cargo, were libelled and condemned, by 
a decree of the district court of the United States, 
for the district of Rhode Island; and praying 
restitution thereof, for reasons stated at large in 
the petition; which was read, and referred to a 
select committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. TayLor, Dana, 
and Biss, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 18th, by Mr. Barzovr, relative 
to establishing a naval harbor in the Chesapeake 
Bay, and it was referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon by bill or other- 
wise; and Messrs. Barsour, Smita, and Kine, 
were appointed the committee. 

The bill increasing the compensation allowed 
the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Oo motion, by Mr. Dana, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 


the Indiana Territory, to consider and report 
thereon. 

The bill authorizing the discharge of Edward 
Martin from imprisonment was read the second 
lime. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the District of Columbia,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year 1815,” to consider and 
report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
a detachment from the militia of the United 
States; and on motion, by Mr. Turner, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to the 
fourth day of March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for quieting 
and adjusting claims to land in the Mississippi 
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Territory; and, after debate, on motion by Mr. 
Daaeert, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, eatitled “An 
act to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes, 
for the service of the year 1815,” together with 
the amendments reported thereto by the select 
committee; and, having agreed to the amend- 
ments, the Presipent. reported the bill to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question. Shall the amendments be 
engrossed and the bill be read a third time as 
amended ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the 
regulation of the courts of justice of Indiana,” 
reported it with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Lacock, Isaac Smith and 
Bratton Caldwell had leave to withdraw their 
papers. 

TREATY OF PEACE. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress copies of the Treaty of Peace 
and Amity between the United States and His Bri- 
tannic Majesty, which was signed by the Commis- 
sioners of both parties at Ghent, on the 24th of De- 
cember, 1814, and the ratifications of which have been 
duly exchanged. 

While performing this act, I congratulate you, and 
our constituents, upon an event which is highly hon- 
orable to the nation, and terminates, with peculiar 
felicity, a campaign signalized by the most brilliant 
successes. 

The late war, although reluctantly declared by Con- 
gress, had become a necessary resort to assert the rights 
and independence of the nation. It has been waged 
with a success which is the natural result of the wis- 
dom of the Legislative councils, of the patriotism of 
ithe people, of the public spirit of the militia, and of the 
valor of the military and naval forces of the country. 
Peace, at all times a blessing, is peculiarly welcome, 
therefore, at a period when the causes for the war 
have ceased to operate; when the Government has 
demonstrated the efficiency of its powers of defence; 
and when the nation can review its conduct without 
regret and without reproach. 

I recommend to your care and beneficence the gal- 
lant men whose achievements, in every department of 
the military service, on the land and on the water, 
have so essentially contributed to the honor of the 
American name, and to the restoration of peace. The 
feelings of conscious patriotism and worth will animate 
such men under every change of fortune and pursuit; 
but their country performs a duty to itself, when it be- 
stows those testimonials of approbation and applause 
which are at once the reward and the incentive to 
great actions. 

The reduction of the public expenditures to the 
demands of a peace establishment will doubtless engage 
the immediate attention of Congress. There are, how- 
ever, important considerations which forbid a sudden 
and general revocation of the measures that have been 
produced by the war. Experience has taught us that 
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neither the pacific dispositions of the American people, 
nor the pacific character of their political institutions, 
can altogether exempt them from that strife which ap. 
pears, beyond the ordinary lot of nations, to be inci. 
dent to the actual period of the world; and the same 
faithful monitor demonstrates that a certain degree of 
preparation for war is not only indispensable to avert 
disasters in the onset, but affords also the best security 
for the continuance of peace. The wisdom of Con. 
gress will, therefore, I am confident, provide for the 
maintenance of an adequate regular force; for the 
gradu&l advancement of the Naval Establishment; for 
improving all the means of harbor defence; for add- 
ing discipline to the distinguished bravery of the 
militia; and for cultivating the military art, in its es- 
sential branches, under the liberal patronage of Gov. 
ernment. 

The resources of our country were, at all times, 
competent to the attainment of every national object; 
but they will now be enriched and invigorated by the 
activity which peace will introduce into all the scenes 
of domestic enterprise and labor. The provision that 
has been made for the public creditors, during the 
present session of Congress, must have a decisive 
effect in the establishment of the public credit, both at 
home and abroad. The reviving interests of commerce 
will claim the legislative attention at the earliest op- 
portunity; and such regulations will, I trust, be sea- 
sonably devised as shall secure to the United States 
their just proportion of the navigation of the world. 
The most liberal policy towards other nations, if met 
by corresponding dispositions, will, in this respect, be 
found the most beneficial policy towards ourselves. 
But there is no subject that can enter with greater 
force and merit into the deliberations of Congress, than 
a consideration of the means to preserve and promote 
the manufactures which have sprung into existence, 
and attained an unparalleled maturity throughout the 
United States during the period of the European wars. 
This source of national independence and wealth, | 
anxiously recommend, therefore, to the prompt and 
constant guardianship of Congress. 

The termination of the legislative sessions will soon 
separate you fellow-citizens, from each other, and re- 
store you to your constituents. I pray you to bear 
with you the expressions of my sanguine hope, that 
the peace which has been just declared will not only 
be the foundation of the most friendly intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, but that it 
will also be productive of happiness and harmony in 
every section of our beloved country. The influence 
of your precepts and example must be everywhere 
powerful: and while we accord in grateful acknowl- 
edgments for the protection which Providence has 
bestowed upon us, let us never cease to inculcate obe- 
dience to the laws, and fidelity to the Union, as con- 
stituting the palladium of the national independence 
and prosperity. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasnixoton, February 18, 1815. 

The Message was read, and five hundred copies 
thereof, together with five hundred copies of the 
treaty thereia referred to, were ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion. by Mr. Biss, 

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the 
President of the United States, of this date, as 
relates to the Military Establishment, be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, to consider 
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and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and that 


so much of the Message as relates to the Naval 
Establishment be referred to the Committee on 


| Naval Affairs, to consider and report thereon by 


[PRE 


bill or otherwise. 
On motion, by Mr. Dana, 
Resolved, That so much of the Message of the 


4 President of the United States, of this date, as 


relates to the militia of the United States, be re- 
ferred to the Militia Committee, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 





Tvuespay, February 21. 


The PresipenT communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of War, made 
conformably to the 5th section of the act of the 
3d March, 1809, entitled “An act to amend the 
several acts for the establishment and regulation 
of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments ;” 
and the report was read. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for granting 
and securing to Anthony Shane the right of the 
United States to a tract of land in the State of 
Ohio,” reported it without amendment. 

The bill to provide a library room, and for 
transporting the library lately purchased from 
Thomas Jefferson, Esq., to the City of Washing- 
ton, was read the second time. 

The bill to repeal certain acts therein men- 
tioned was read the second time. 

The bill to repeal certain acts concerning the 
flotilla service was read the second time. 

The bill for the better temporary accommoda- 
tion of the two Hoyses of Congress was read the 
second time. 

The bill to repeal so much of the several acts 
imposing duties on the tonnage of ships and ves- 
sels, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported into the United States, as imposes a dis- 
criminating duty on tonnage between foreign 
vessels and vessels of the United States, and be- 
tween goods imported into the United States in 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States,” 
was read the second time. 

The bill further supplementary to an act, enti- 
tled “An act providing for the indemnification of 
certain claimants of public lands in the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” was read the second time. 

_The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill for quieting and adjusting claims to land in 
the Mississippi Territory, as in Committee of the 
Whole; and on motion, by Mr. Biss, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to the second 
Monday in March next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their amendment to the resolutions expressive of 
the thanks of Congress to Major General Jack- 
son, and the troops under his command, for their 
gallantry and good conduct in the defence of New 
Orleans, disagreed to by the Senate. They have 
passed a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Joshua Sands;” a bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled “An act for the better 

13th Con. 3d Sess.—9 


organization of the courts of the United States 
within the State of New York;” also, a bill, en- 
titled “An act to alter and establish certain post 
roads;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Roserts, 

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the 
President of the United States, of the 20th instant, 
as relates to the preservation and promotion of 
manufactures, be referred to a select committee, 
and that the said committee have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Roperts, Barsour, 
TayLor, Varnum, and Cuace, be the committee. 

Mr. Gore, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 
of Arthur Tappan and John Frothingham ; and 
the bill was read, and ordered to the second 
reading. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes for the 
service of the year 1815,” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time, as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Gixes, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to raise certain companies of rangers for 
the defence of the frontiers of the United States,” 
reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill making further provision 
for completing the public buildings at West 
Point, for the accommodation of the Military 
Academy ; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Gives, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to receive into the service of the United 
States certain corps which may be raised and or- 
ganized by any State, to serve in lieu of the mi- 
litia thereof,” reported it without amendment; and 
on motion, by Mr. Gites, the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed to the second Monday 
in March next. 

Mr. Kerr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Nicholas Boilevin, made 
report: Whereupon, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to the second Mondgy in 
March next. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, the further considera- 
tion of the bill, entitled “An act making provi- 
sion for subsisting the Army of the United States, 
by authorizing the appointment of commissaries 
of subsistence,” was postponed until Monday 
next. 

On motion, by Mr. Gices, 

Resolved, That the Senate adhere to their dis- 
agreement to the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the resolution expressive of 

the thanks of Congress to Major General Jackson, 
and the troops under his command, for their gal- , 
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lantry and good conduct in the defence of New 
Orleans. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Jacob Shinnick, and Shoultz 
and Vogeler, of Christian Chapman, and the legal 
representative of John Calef, deceased,” and on 
motion, by Mr. Kina, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to Friday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act giving the right of pre-emption, in the pur- 
chase of lands to certain settlers in the Indiana 
Territory,” together with the amendment reported 
thereto by the select committee; and, having 
agreed to the amendment, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendment be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time, as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making provision for clothing the militia 
called into the service of the United States,” to- 
gether with the amendment reported thereto by 
the select committee ; and on motion, by Mr. 
Varnom, the further consideration thereof was 
eee to the second Monday in March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Uriah Coolidge and James 
Burnham,” and no amendment having been pro- 
posed, it passed to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act in addition to an act regulating the Post Of- 
fice Establishment ;” and, no amendment having 
been proposed, it passed to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the regulation of the courts of justice of 
Indiana,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and, having 
agreed to the amendments, the President reported 
the biil to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to continue 
in force for a limited time the act, entitled “An 
act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 
tribes,” and on the question, Shall this bill be 
engrossed and read a third time? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 





: 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the discharge of Edward Martin from imprison- 
ment; and on the question, Shall this biil be en- 
grossed and read a third time? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the better 
temporary accommodation of the two Houses of 
Congress ; and on the question, Shall this bill be 
, engrossed and read a third time? it was deter- 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Re. 
ations be instructed to inquire whether any of 
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mined in the affirmative—yeas 19, nays 7, x 
follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Barbour, Bibb, Chace, Condit, Fro. 
mentin, Gaillard, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, 
Hunter, Kerr, Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Thomp. 
son, Varnum, and Wharton. 

Nayrs—Messrs. German, King, Lacock, Taibot, 
Taylor, Turner, and Wells. 


On motion, by Mr. Biss, 


the laws respecting foreign intercourse ought to 
be repealed or modified; and that they have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to repeal cer. 
tain acts therein mentioned ; and, no amendment 
having been proposed thereto, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third time? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 





Wepnespay, February 22. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Joshua 
Sands,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon ; and Messrs. Kine, German, and Ros- 
ERTS, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to an 
act, entitled ‘An act for the better organization 
of the courts of the United States within the State 
of New York,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. German, Daacert, 
and Kina, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entititled “An ac@to alter and estab- 
lish certain post roads,” was read the second time 
and referred toa select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Barnour, THompPson, 
and TaLsor, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Morrow presented several petitions, signed 
by a number of citizens of Butler county, in the 
State of Ohio, praying the establishment of a post 
road, between Lebanon and Hamilton, in said 

State for reasons therein stated; and the peti- 
tions were read, and referred to the committee last 
mentioned to consider and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Tay or, the petition of the 
citizens of the districts of Chesterfield, Kershaw 
and Lancaster, of the State of South Carolina, and 
of the county of Anson, in the State of North Caro- 
lina, presented the 3d of October last, were refer- 
red to the same committee, to consider and re- 

ort. 
Mr. Tay or, from the committee to whom was 











| referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
| ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the District of Co- 
lumbia,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and maintaining the public credit, by 
laying a duty on lotteries,” reported it without 
amendment. 
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Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, 
and jewelry,and pastework, manufactured within 
the United States,” reported it with an amendment. 

The bill for the relief of Arthur Tappan and 
John Frothingham, was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act in addition to an act 
regulating the Post Office Establishment,” was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to repeal certain acts therein mentioned 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the better temporary accommoda- 
tion of the two Houses of Congress was read a 
third time, and passed. 

The bill to continue in force for a limited time 
the act, entitled “An act for establishing trading 
houses with the Indian tribes.’’ was read a third 
time, and on motion, by Mr. Kina, it was recom- 
mitted to a select committee, further to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. Kine, Morrow, 
and Tait, were appointed the committee. 

The bill authorizing the discharge of Edward 
Martin from imprisonment was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill making further provision for comple- 
ting the public buildings at West Point, for the 
accommodation of the Military Academy, was 
read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Uriah 
Coolidge and James Burnham,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. Barsour, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill to provide 
for exploring the Chesapeake Bay and its waters, 
for the purposes therein mentioned; and the bill 
was read and passed to the second reading. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
giving the right of pre-emption in the purchase 
of lands to certain settlers in the Indiana Terri- 
tory,” having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, the bill was read a third time as 
amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the regulation of the courts of justice of Indi- 
ana,” having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill with amendments. 

The bill, entitled “An act for granting and se- 
curing to Anthony Shane the right of the United 
States to a tract of land in the State of Ohio,” 
was resumed, asin Committee of the Whole, and, 
no amendment having been proposed, it was passed 
to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the President to raise certain 
companies of rangers for the defence of the fron- 
tiers of the United States, and to repeal certain 
acts now in force for this purpose,” together with 
the amendments reported thereto by the select 
committee; and the amendments having been 
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agreed to, the President reported the bill to the 

ouse accordingly. On the question, Shall the 
amendments be engrossed and the bill read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to provide a 
library room, and for transporting the library 
lately purchased from Thomas Jefferson, Esquire, 
to the City of Washington. 

On motion, by Mr. Roserts, the bill having 
been amended, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly. On the question, Shall this 
bill be engrossed and read a third time asamended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill further sup- 
plementary to an act, entitled “An act providing 
for the indemnification of certain claimants of 
public lands in the Mississippi Territory ;” and, 
no amendment having been proposed thereto, on 
the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read 
a third time ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
consider and report upon the expediency of ma- 
king provision by law for running the boundary 
lines designated in the treaty lately made between 
the United States and the chiefs, deputies, and 
warriors, of the Creek nation; and that the com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered, That Messrs. ANDERSON, Biss, and 
Morrow, be the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House ask a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendment to the resolutions expressive 
of the thanks of Congress to Major General Jack- 
son, and the troops under his command, for their 
gallantry and good conduct in defence of New 
Orleans, and have appointed managers on their 
part. They concur in the first amendment of 
the Senate to the bill to amend the act, entitled 
“ An act to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a direct tax 
upon the United States, and to provide for assess- 
ing and collecting the same,” and the act, entitled 
“ An act to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the publiccredit, by laying duties on house- 
hold furniture, and on gold and silver watches,” 
with an amendment, in which they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. They concur in the 
second, third, and fourth, and disagree to the fifth 
amendments to said bill. 

On motion by Mr. Tay or, 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to their 
first amendment to the bill last mentioned, and 
that they insist on their fifth amendment to said 
bill, disagreed to by the House of Representatives. 

On motion, by Mr. Gites, 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the confer- 
ence proposed on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, on the amendment to the resolutions ex- 
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pressive of the thanks of Congress to Major Gen- 

eral Jackson, and the troops under his command, | f 
for their gallantry and good conduct in the de- 


fence of New Orleans. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Gites, Brown, and 


Discriminating Duties. 
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The effect of those discriminating duties was 
elt by those foreign nations with whom we 
had the greatest intercourse. Great Britain, in 
the Treaty of 1794, reserved the right of coun- 
tervailing those duties, and the United States 


Smiru, be the managers on the part of the| bound themselves not to impose any new dis- 


Senate. 


criminating duties if Great Britain did counter- 


Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom was| vail—but the wars in which she has constantly 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of | been engaged since has prevented its effects from 


Joshua Sands,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to amend 
and extend the provisions of the act of the six- 
teenth of April, 1814, entitled “ An act confirming 
certain claims to land in the Illinois Territory, 
and providing for their location,” reported it with 


amendments. 


Mr. Roserts, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Edward Hallowell,” reported it without 


amendment. 


The PresipenT communicated the general ac- 
count of the Treasurer of the United States, from 
October 1, 1813, to October 1, 1814; as, also, the 
accounts of the War and Navy Departments for 
the same period, together with the reports of the 
accounting cfficers of the Treasury thereon; which 


were read. 
DISCRIMINATING DUTIES. 


The Senate resumed as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to repeal so 
much of the several acts imposing duties on the 
tonnage of ships and vessels, and cn goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
as imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage be- 
tween foreign vessels and vessels of the United 
States, and between goods imported into the 
United States in foreign vessels and vessels of the 


United States. 


Mr. 8. Smiru.—Mr. President: It may not be 
improper for me, as chairman of the committee 
who presented the bill now under consideration, 
to give a short history of the subject, and to pre- 
sent a few details taken from official authority. 
Soon after the adoption of the present Constitu- 
tion, Congress passed acts laying duties on tonnage 
and on goods imported into the United States. 
that six cents per ton should 
be paid on ships or vessels of the United States 

F the ports of the United States, and 
fifty cents per ton on all foreign ships, and that an 
additional duty of ten per cent. on the duties pay- 
able on all goods imported in vessels of the Uni- 


The law provide 


entering any o 


ted States, should be paid on such goods when 


imported into foreign vessels. These, Mr. Pres- 
ident, are what are called “the discriminating 


duties.” 


The advantage derived therefrom to the navi- 


gation of the United States was such, that ina 
very few years there was American tonnage suf- 


ficient for the carrying of all the productions of 


our own country, and of other nations to a great 
extent—in fact, our navigation was second to 
none but Great Britain, when the late war was 
commenced. 


being felt to any considerable extent. The short 
peace she had after the Treaty of Amiens taught 
the merchants of South Carolina, however, to 
know, that the extra duty on cotton imported in 
an American vessel into Great Britain was so 
high that it was much better to employ British 
vessels than to have their cotton carried in their 
own. In the year 1802,a letter was received 
from Mr. King, then Minister of the United 
States at London, in which he advises the repeal 
of the discriminating duties. The President’s 
Message (I believe at the opening of the next 
session) called the attention of Congress to the 
subject; and so much of the Message as related 
to the discriminating duties was referred to the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, who 
made an ample report thereon, which report, I 
pray may be read—[Here the Secretary read the 
report, dated January 10, 1803.] 

Mr. President, the resolution which accompa- 
nies and which is similar to the bill before you, 
was taken up and would perhaps have passed, 
but for the memorials which came from Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and other trading cities 
and towns. I now find that gentlemen, who 
then opposed and petitioned, have changed their 
opinions. I remark, with pleasure, the change 
in an honorable gentleman, formerly a member 
of the Senate, in a published letter to Mr. Ran- 
dolph. He, as well as many others, who at that 
time opposed by memorial the repeal of our dis- 
criminating duties, are convinced that their con- 
ditional repeal will tend to the security of our 
navigation. 

Mr. President, the report just read shows, that 
the British had, by their countervailing duties, 
secured for their ships the carrying of many of 
our most important objects of exportation, to 
wit: of fish-oil, tobacco, cotton, rice, pot and 
pearl ashes; and having secured the carriage of 
those articles, the minor articles not being (ex- 
cept flour and naval stores) sufficient to form en- 
tire cargoes, would also be carried by British 
ships. But, Mr. President, the British Parlia- 
ment have since increased the old and laid new 
duties, which include other articles of our pro- 
duce and effectually secure to her ships the car- 
riage of all our bulky articles, to wit: on flour, 
6s. 9d. sterling per cwt., or 12s. per barrel, 
by which the American vessel will pay 1s. 
od. on each barrel more than if imported in a 
British ship. The whole freight of a barrel of 
flour in time of peace is 5s. sterling. No person 
will agree to pay 6s. 24d. to an American for the 
freight and extra duty on a barrel of flour, when 
he can procure British ships who will carry for 

‘ five shillings. 
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Hemp now pays three pounds sterling per ton 
more if imported into Great Britain in Ameri- 
can, than if it be imported in a British ship ; 
which I believe is equal to the whole freight. 
And hemp will soon become an object of export 
from New Orleans. 

Cotton—the duty thereon has been increased 
in England. It now pays 8s. and 7d. sterling per 
cwt., if imported into Great Britain in British 
ships, and 17s. and 2d.in American ; that is, cot- 
ton in an American will pay 8s. 7d. per cwt. 
more duty than when imported in a British ship ; 
being more than the whole freight; so that it is 
better to pay freight to a British ship, than to 
have cotton carried free of freight in an American. 

Rice pays 3s. 9d. sterling per tierce more duty 
in an American ship than in a British. The 
whole freight of a tierce of rice is 12s. sterling. 

Pot and pearl ashes*now pay 6d. sterling per 
ewt. more duty in an American, than in a Brit- 
ish ship. A cask of ashes of three hundred 
weight will pay an extra duty of 1s. 6d. sterling ; 
the freight of such a cask is presumed to be 5s. 
6d. sterling ; thus a cask of ashes will pay for 
freight and extra duty, 7s. in an American, when 
it will only pay 5s. 6d. ina British ship. 

Tobacco pays 1s, 6d. per 100 Ibs., or 18s. ster- 
ling per hhd. of 1200 net wt. more when import- 
ed into Great Britain in an American than ina 
British ship. The freight of a hhd. of tobacco 
in time of peace is 35s. 

The statements I have given of the counter- 
vailing duties of Great Britain, are derived from 
a digest of the duties and customs brought up to 
the 5th August, 1811; they will show to every 
mind, however, prejudiced, that Great Britain 
has effectually secured by her system the car- 
rying (for her own wants and her foreign com- 
merce) of our fish-oil, tobacco, flour, cotton, pot 
and pearl ashes, rice, hemp, &c. I have only 
presented for consideration the important arti- 
cles; the minor articles bear also their discrim- 
inating duties, to the disadvantage of our navi- 
gation. 

Mr. President, it will be seen by the report 
just read, that France did, in the third year of 
the French Republic, lay an extra duty of near 
twenty-three dollars per hhd. of 1200 wt. on to- 
bacco imported in American bottoms. It is also 
shown that Sweden, Denmark, Holland, and 
Spain have their discriminating duties. 

_ We are now at peace with the European na- 
tions. It is our interest that there should be no 
cause of future misunderstanding with them. If 
we continue our discriminating duties, and they 
continue their countervailing duties, the result 
must be, that our ships will be rendered useless. 
We cannot carry on equal terms, and of course 
will not be employed. To prevent the destruc- 
tion of dur navigation, Congress would be com- 


pelled to add to the discriminating duties, which | 


would be met by foreign nations with new coun- 
tervailing duties, and thus a commercial warfare 
would commence. Is it not, therefore, better, Mr. 


President, for us to agree to meet the nations of 


Europe on equal terms—the ships of each to be 
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admitted into the ports of the other on the same 
terms with their own ships? Are we afraid of 
our want of enterprise, industry, or capital? I 
hope not. For one, I am ready to agree to the 
bill on the table, and feel confident that the Amer- 
ican merchant is equal in a fair competition to 
the merchant of any other nation. 

When Mr. Sirsa had concluded, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 





Tuourspay, February 23. 

Mr. Go.tpssorovan, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning the College of Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia,” reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
the Secretary for the Department of the Treasury, 
together with a statement of the emoluments of 
the officers employed in the collection of the cus- 
toms for the year 1814; which were read. 

The bill, entitled “An act for granting and se- 
curing to Anthony Shane the right of the United 
States to a tract of land in the State of Ohio,” 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Rosinson presented the petition of Justin 
and Elias Lyman, merchants of the city of New 
York, praying the remission of the forfeitures and 
penalties incurred by the violation of the non- 
importation laws, as stated in the petition ; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to amend and extend the provisions of the act 
of the 16th of April, 1814, entitled “An act con- 
firming certain claims to land in the Illinois Ter- 
ritory, and providing for their location,” together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee; and the amendments having 
been agreed to, the President reported the bill to 
the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Dana, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill to establish a 
system of navigation for the United States; and 
the bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill to continue in force for a 
limited time the act, entitled “An act for estab- 
lishing trading houses with the Indian tribes,” 
reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Joshua Sands;” and, no 
amendment having been proposed thereto, it 
passed to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Arthur Tappan and John Frothingham; and 
on motion, by Mr. Briss, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to Monday next. 
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The bill to repeal so much of the several acts 
imposing daties on the tonnage of ships and ves- 
sels, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported intc the United States, as imposes a dis- 
criminating duty on tonnage between foreign 
vessels and vessels of the United States, and be- 
tween goods imported into the United States in 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, 
was read a third time, and passed—yeas 24, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Brown, Chace, Condit, Fromentin, Gaillard, German, 
Gore, Horsey, Kerr, King, Lacock, Lambert, Morrow, 
Roberts, Smith, Talbot, Tait, Varnum, Wells, and 
Wharton. 

So it was Resolved, unanimously, That this bill 
pass, and that the title thereof be “ An act to re- 
peal so much of the several acts imposing duties 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, as imposes a discriminating duty on ton- 
nage between eee: vessels and vessels of the 
United States, and between goods imported into 
the United States in foreign vessels and vessels 
of the United States.” 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the President of the United States to 
raise certain companies of rangers for the defence 
of the frontiers of the United States,” having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

On motion, the title was amended to read, “An 
act to repeal certain acts now in force author- 
izing the President of the United States to raise 
certain companies of rangers.” 

The bill to repeal certain acts concerning the 
flotilla service, was read a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Tarr, the bill was further 
amended, by unanimous consent, by adding thereto 
a new section. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act to repeal certain acts concern- 
ing the flotilla service, and for other purposes.” 

The bill further supplementary to an act, en- 
titled “An act providing for the indemnification 
of certain claimants of public lands in the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” was read a third time,and passed. 

The bill to provide a library room, and for 
transporting the library lately purchased from 
Thomas Jefferson, Esq., to the City of Washing- 
ton, having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Edward Hallowell ;” and, no 
amendment having been proposed thereto, it passed 
to a third reading. 

The bill to provide for exploring the Chesa- 
peake bay and its waters, for the purposes therein 
mentioned, was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a duty on gold, silver, and 








lated ware, and jewelry and pastework, manu- 
actured within the United States,” together with 
the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and the amendment having been dis. 
agreed to, on motion, by Mr. Samira, that the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed to the 
second Monday in March next, it was determined 
in the negative—yeas 4, nays 22, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Fromentin, Smith, Tait, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Chace, 
Condit, Dana, Gaillard, German, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, 
King, Lacock, Lambert, Morrow, Roberts, ‘Talbot, Tay- 
lor, ‘Thompson, Turner, Varnum, and Wharton. 

And no amendment having been agreed to, the 
bill passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Fromenvin, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of the heirs of James Hynum,” reported it 
without amendment. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress copies of two ratified treaties 
which were entered into on the part of the United 
States, one on the 22d day of July, 1814, with the seve- 
ral tribes of Indians called the Wyandots, Delawares, 
Shawanees, Senacas, and Miamies; the other on the 
9th day of August, 1814, with the Creek nation of 
Indians. 

It is referred to the consideration of Congress how 
far Legislative provisions may be necessary for carrying 
any part of these stipulations into effect. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasarneoton, February 22, 1815. 

The Message and treaties therein referred to 
were read. 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, 

Ordered, That the Message, together with the 
treaties, be referred to the committee appointed 
on the subject of providing for running the boun- 
dary lines, the 22d instant, to consider and report 
thereon by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a duty on lotteries.” 

On motion, by Mr. German, tliat the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to the second 
Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 16, nays 11, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
German, Goldsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, Kerr, 
King, Lambert, Smith, Thompson, Varnum, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Bibb, Brown, Con- 
dit, Morrow, Roberts, Talbot, Taylor, Turner, and 
Wharton. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Solomon 
Frazer, and the representatives of Charles Eccles- 
ton;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Sprigg ;” a bill, entitled “An act author- 
izing the sale of the public lands which may here- 
after be forfeited within the Jeffersonville land 
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district, at the land office of said district ;” a bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of William P. Ben- 
nett, of the State of New York;” a bill, entitled 
“An act authorizing the discharge of Anthony B. 
Ross from imprisonment:” also, a bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of James Savage and 
others ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The six bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 


In Executive session— 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 


Congress will have seen by the communication from 
the Consul General of the United States, at Algiers, 
laid before them on the 7th November, 1812, the hos- 
tile proceedings of the Dey against that functionary. 
These have been followed by acts of more overt and 
direct warfare against the citizens of the United States 
trading in the Mediterranean, some of whom are still 
detained in captivity, notwithstanding the attempts 
which have been made to ransom them, and are treated 
with the rigor usual on the coast of Barbary. 

The considerations which rendered it unnecessary 
and unimportant to commence hostile operations on 
the part of the United States, being now terminated by 
the peace with Great Britain, which opens the prospect 
of an active and valuable trade of their citizens within 
the range of the Algerine cruisers, I recommend to 
Congress the expediency of an act declaring the exist- 
ence of a state of war between the United States and 
the Dey and Regency of Algiers ; and of such provi- 


sions as may be requisite for a vigorous prosecution of 


it to a successful issue. 
JAMES MADISON, 
Wasurnoton, February 23, 1815. 
The Message was read, and referrrd to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, to consider and re- 
port thereon by bill or otherwise. 





Fripay, February 24. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Sol- 
omon Frazer, and the representatives of Charles 
Eccleston,” was read the second time, and refer- 
red to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon, and Messrs. Smiru, Varnum, and An- 
DERSON, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Barzour, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to alter and 


establish certain post roads,” reported it with | 


amendments, 

The PresipeNT communicated a report from 
the Secretary of War, showing the expenditures 
on account of the National Armories, and of the 
number and kind of arms manufactured and re- 
paired at the same, in the year 1814; which was 
read. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of James 
Savage and others,” was read the second time. 
and referred to the committee to whom was re- 
ferred, on the 23d September, the memorial of the 
President and Directors of the Eastern Branch 
Bridge Company, to consider and report thereon. 
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The bill, entitled “An act for the relief.of Tho- 





mas Sprigg,” was read the second time, and re- © 


ferred to the committee last mentioned, to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the dis- 
charge of Anthony B. Ross from imprisonment,” 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Daccetrt, Dana, and THompson, were 
appointed the committee. 

he bill,entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam P. Bennet, of the State of New York, was 
read the second time, and referred to the commit- 
tee last mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the sale 
of the public lands which may hereafter be for- 
feited within the Jefferson ville land district, at the 
land office of said district,” was read the second 
time, and referred to the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 21st September, the memorial of 
the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

Mr. AnveERSON, from the committee appointed 
to consider the subject, reported a bill to provide 
for the ascertaining and surveying the boundary 
lines fixed by the treaty with the Creek Indians, 
and for other purposes ; and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Biss, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, reported a bill to repeal certain acts therein 
mentioned, (viz: the acts prohibiting trade and 
intercourse with our late enemy, and prohibiting 

he admission into our waters of the enemy’s 
vessels ;) and the bill was read, and passed to the 
| second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
| informed the Senate that the House have passed 
| a bill, entitled “An act supplemental to the act, 
; entitled ‘An act for the final adjustment of land 
| titles in the State of Louisiana, and Territory of 

Missouri, approved April 12, 1814;” in which 
bill they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
| The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
| to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
petition of Justin and Elias Lyman, were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

The bill,entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
| ing a duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, and 
jewelry and pastework, manufactured within the 
United States,” was read a third time; and, 
on motion by Mr. Fromentin, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to the second 
| Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
| negative—yeas 8, nays 18, as follows: 
| Yeas—Messrs. Fromentin, Goldsborough, Gore, 

King, Lambert, Smith, Tait, and Wells. 
| Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Brown, Chace, Condit, Gaillard, German, Giles, La- 
cock, Morrow, Roberts, T'aylor, Thompson, Turner, 
Varnum, and Wharton. 
Whereupon, Resolved, That this bill pass. 
The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
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‘to amend and extend the provisions of the act of 
the 16th April, 1814, entitled ‘An act confirming 
certain claims to land in the Illinois Territory, 
and providing for their location,” having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time as amended, and 
further amended by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amend- 
ments. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Josh- 
ua Sands,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Ed- 
a. was read a third time, and 

ssed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Dis- 
trict of Columbia ;” and, on motion by Mr. Tay- 
Lor, that the further consideration thereof be 

tponed to the second Monday in March next, 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 6, nays 
20, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Chace, Gaillard, Morrow, Roberts, 
Tait, and Taylor. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Bibb, 
Fromentin, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Gore, Hun- 
ter, Kerr, King, Lacock, Lambert, Smith, Thompson, 
Turner, Varnum, Wells, and Wharton. 


And no amendment having been proposed 
thereto, the bill was passed to a third reading. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Jacob Shinnick, and Shoultz 
and Vogeler, of Christian Chapman, and the legal 
representative of John Calef, deceased; and Mr. 
Varnum was requested to take the Chair. 


On motion, by Mr. Wexts, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed to the second 
Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 8, nays 17, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bibb, Gaillard, Gore, King, Mor- 
row, Thompson, Varnum, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Barry, Brown, 
Chace, Fromentin, German, Giles, Goldsborough, Kerr, 
Lacock, Roberts, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Turner and 
Wharton. 


And, no amendment having been proposed 
thereto, the President resumed the Chair, and it 
was ordered that it pass to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 
ther provision for completing the public buildings 
at West Point, for the accommodation of the 
Military Academy; and no amendment having 
been proposed thereto, on the question, Shall this 
bill be engrossed and read a third time? it was 
determined in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Cuace, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making further provision for the collec- 
tion of the revenue. 


| 


| accommodation of the Military Academy, was 


Satrurpay, February 25. 

Mr. Smirn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relies 
of Solomon Frazer, and the representatives of 
Charles Eccleston,” reported it without amend. 
ment; and the bill was considered as in Commit. 
tee of the Whole, and passed to a third reading, 

Mr. Rozerts presented the memorial of the 
manufacturers of the city and county of Phila. 
delphia, praying suitable measures may be adopt. 
ed for their protection; and the memorial wa; 
read, and referred to the committee to whom wa; 
referred, the 21st instant, so much of the Message 
of the President of the United States of the 20th 
instant, as relates to the preservation and promo. 
tion of the manufactures, to consider and report 
thereon by bill or otherwise. 

The bill to provide for the ascertaining and sur. 
veying of the boundary lines fixed by the treaty 
with the Creek Indians, and for other purposes, 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole; and, having been 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The bill to repeal certain acts therein men- 
tioned was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplemental to the 
act, entitled ‘An act for the final adjustment of 
land titles in the State of Louisiana and Terri- 
tory of Missouri,’ approved April 12, 1814,” was 
read the second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee to whom was referred, the 2lst Septem- 
ber, the memorial of the Legislature of the Indi- 
ana Territory, to consider and report thereon. 

The engrossed bill to continue in force, for a 
limited time, the act, entitled “An act for estab- 
lishing trading houses with the Indian tribes,” 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Ja- 
cob Shinnick, and Shoultz, and Vogeler, of Chris- 
tian Chapman, and the legal representative of 
John Calef, deceased,” was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
William H. Washington,” reported it without 
amendment; and the bill was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. and passed to a third 
reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the District of Columbia,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

The bill making further provision for comple- 
ting the public buildings at West Point, for the 


read a third time and passed. ; 
A message from the House of Representatives 


informed the Senate that the House disagree (o 


the report of the committee of conference on the 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses respecting 
the resolution expressive of the thanks of Con- 
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ess to Major General Jackson, and the troops 
under his command, for their gallantry and good 
conduct in the defence of New Orleans ; and that 
the resolution be modified accordingly. They 
have passed the bill, entitled “An act concerning 
the flotilla service, and for other purposes,” with 
an amendment, in which they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. They have passed a res- 
olution for the appointment of a joint committee 
to wait upon the President, and request that he 
recommend a day of thanksgiving to Almighty 
God, for restoring to these United States the bless- 
ings of peace. They have also passed a bill, en- 
titled “An act to fix the compensations and in- 
crease the responsibility of the collectors of the 
direct tax and internal duties, and for other pur- 
poses, connected with the collection thereof ;” in 
which resolution and bill they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. They insist on their dis- 
agreement to the fifth amendment insisted on by 
the Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘An act to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying a di- 
reet tax upon the United States, and to provide 
for assessing and collecting the same;” and the 
act, entitled “An act to provide additional reve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on household furniture, and on gold and sil- 
ver watches.” They ask a conference thereon, 
and have appointed managers on their part. 

On motion, by Mr. Gixes, 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the confer- 
ence proposed on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment to the bill last men- 
tioned. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Taytor, Kine, and 
Gigs, be the managers on the part of the Senate. 

The biil last brought up for concurrence was 
twice read by unanimous consent, and referred to 
a select committee to consist of five members, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Tay- 
Lor, Daccett, Brown, Cuace, and Roserrts, 
were appointed the committee. 

The resolution last brought up for concurrence 
was three times read by unanimous consent, con- 
curred in, and Messrs. Smita and Tait appointed 
the committee on their part. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act concerning the flotilla service, 
and for other purposes,” and concurred therein. © 


Mr. Gives, from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses re- 
specting the resolution expressive of the thanks 
of Congress to Major General Jackson, and the 
troops under his command, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in the defence of New Orleans, 
reported, 

That they have agreed to recommend to the adop- 
tion of the two Houses of Congress a modification of 
the original resolution and proposed amendment, to 
read as follows : 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
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tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they 
are hereby, given to Major General Jackson, and 
through him to the officers and soldiers of the regular 
army, of the militia, and of the volunteers, under his 
command, the greater proportion of which troops con- 
sisted of militia and volunteers suddenly collected to- 
gether, for their uniform gallantry and good conduct 
conspicuously displayed against the enemy, from the 
time of his landing before New Orleans until his final 
expulsion therefrom ; and particularly for their valor, 
skill, and good conduct, on the 8th of January last, in 
repulsing. with great slaughter, a numerous British 
army of chosen veteran troops, when attempting, by a 
bold and daring attack, to carry by storm the works 
hastily thrown up for the protection of New Orleans; 
and thereby obtaining a most signal victory over the 
enemy, with a disparity of loss, on his part, unexam- 
pled in military annals. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said re- 
port of the committee of conference; whereupon, 

Resolved, unanimously, That they concur 
therein, and that the resolution be modified ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to alter and establish certain post roads,” to- 
gether with the amendments reported thereto by 
the select committee; and the amendments hav- 
ing been agreed to, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time as amend- 
ed, by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to provide 
for exploring the Chesapeake bay, and its waters, 
for the purposes therein mentioned; and the bill 
having beeu amended, the President reported it 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Daacett, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act authorizing 
the discharge of Anthony B. Ross from imprison- 
ment,” reported it without amendment; and the 
bill was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
and passed to a third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
heirs of James Hynum,” was resumed as in Com- 
inittee of the Whole; and, no amendment having 
been proposed thereto, it passed to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning the College of Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia ;” and, no amendment hav- 
ing been proposed thereto, it passed toa third 
reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States: 
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To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

Peace having happily taken place between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain, it is desirable to guard 
against incidents, which, during periods of war in Eu- 
rope, might tend to interrupt it; and, it is believed, in 
particular, that the navigation of American vessels ex- 
clusively by American seamen, either natives or such 
as are already naturalized, would not only conduce to 
the attainment of that object, but also to increase the 
number of our seamen, and, consequently, to render 
our commerce and navigation independent of the ser- 
vice of foreigners, who might be recalled by their Gov- 
ernments, under circumstances the most inconvenient 
to the United States. I recommend the subject, there- 
fore, to the consideration of Congress, and, in deciding 
upon it, I am persuaded that they will sufficiently es- 
timate the policy of manifesting to the world a desire, 
on all occasions, to cultivate harmony with other na- 
tions, by any reasonable accommodations which do not 
impair the enjoyment of any essential rights of a free 
and independent people. The example on the part of 
the American Government will merit, and may be ex- 
pected to receive, a reciprocal attention from all the 
friendly Powers of Europe. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Wasurneton, Feb. 25, 1815. 


The Message was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Daacerr, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of William P. Bennett, of the State of New 
York,” reported it without amendment, and the 
bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and the further consideration thereof 
postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. Krna presented the memorial of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common Council, of the city of 
New York, praying the reimbursement of certain 
sums advanced and expended in the defence of 
the third military district, as stated in the memo- 
rial; which was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon, by bili 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Kina, Tait, and Var- 
NUM, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Daacerr, from the joint committee ap- 
ointed to consider the subject, reported the fol- 
owing resolution; which was read, and passed 

to the second reading: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives be directed, 
immediately after the adjournment of the present and 
each succeeding Congress, to advertise three weeks 
successively, in two newspapers printed in the District 
of Columbia, for proposals for supplying the Senate 
and House of Representatives, during the succeeding 
Congress, with the necessary stationery and printing ; 
which advertisement shall describe the kind of station- 
ery and printing required; and that the proposals to 
be made be accompanied with sufficient security for 
their performance. And it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary and Clerk aforesaid, in the month of April 
thereafter, to notify the lowest bidder or bidders, 
(whose securities are deemed sufficient,) of the accept- 
ance of his or their proposals: Provided, That this res- 
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olution shall not be so construed as to prevent the 
Secretary and Clerk aforesaid from contracting fo; 
separate parts of the supplies of stationery and print. 
ing required to be furnished. 

On motion, by Mr. Daacerrt, the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject-matter thereof, referred to them. 





M onpay, February 27. 


Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval Af. 
fairs, reported a bill concerning the Naval Rs- 
tablishment; and the bill was read and ordered to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Biss, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making provision by law to release 
all or any claims of the United States to penal- 
ties or forfeitures, under acts which have imposed 
prohibitions or temporary restrictions on com- 
mercial intercourse, and to discontinue prosecu- 
tions therefor, upon payment of costs legally in- 
curred, reported the following resolution, which 
was read: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to make such 
provision. 

Mr. Sra presented the petition of Robert and 
John Oliver and others, owners of property in the 
neighborhood of Baltimore, which, in the late at- 
tack of the enemy on that city, was destroyed or 
injured, for the purpose of erecting fortifications ; 
and praying payment therefor, as stated in the 
petition; which was read, and referred to the 
committee to whom was referred the memorial 
of the President and Directors of the Washington 
Bridge Company, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Roszerts, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of James Doyle,” made a report thereupon; 
which was read. 

Mr. Roperts also reported the bill without 
amendment. 

The bill to establish a system of navigation for 
the United States was read the second time; and 
Mr. Dana proposed a new section to be added 
thereto; which was read. 

Mr. FroMENTIN, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the 
relief of Peter Landais ; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The bill to provide for the ascertaining and 
surveying of the boundary lines fixed by the treaty 
with the Creek Indians, and for other purposes, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to provide for exploring the Chesa- 
peake Bay, and its waters, for the purposes therein 
mentioned, was read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution directing the manner of provid- 
ing stationery, and procuring the printing for the 
Senate and House of Representatives, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole; and, no amendment having been 
proposed thereto, on the question, Shall this reso- 
lution be engrossed and read a third time ? it was 
determined in the affirmative. 
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The PRESIDENT communicated a report of the 
Postmaster General, relative to the salaries of 
the clerks of that department; which was read. 

Mr. German, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act su plemen- 
tary to an acl entitled ‘An act for the better or- | 

nization of the courts of the United States | 
within the State of New York,” reported it with 
amendments, which were read, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole ; and the amendments 
having been agreed to, the PRESIDENT reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Gixes, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief | 
of James Savage and others,” reported it without | 
amendment; and the bill was considered as in | 
Committee of the Whole, and passed to a third | 
reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Sol- | 
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Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the 
assembled, That the Secretary of State cause to be dis- 
tributed among the members of the present Congress, 


nited States of America in Congress 


copies of the laws of the United States ordered by law 
to be printed, as soon as the same shall be printed. 





Tuespay, February 28. 


Mr. Gites, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made a report on the subject of the dif- 
ferences of opinion existing between the Execu- 
tive authority of the United States, and the 
authorities of some of the individual States, re- 
specting the relative powers of the General and 
State Governments over the militia; and the re- 
port was read, and ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

Mr. Biss, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom was referred the Message of the 
President recommending certain regulations re- 
specting American seamen, made a report, which 


omon Frazer, and the representatives of Charles | was read and agreed to, as follows: 


Eccleston,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam H. Washington,” was read a third time, and 

assed. 

The bill entitled “An act for the relief of the 
heirs of James Hynum,” was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning the Col- 
lege of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia,” 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the dis- 
charge of Anthony B. Ross from imprisonment,” 
was read a third time, and, on the question, Shall 
this bill pass? it was determined in the negative. 
So the bill was rejected. 


Mr. Gore presented the petition of Walter and 
Miller, and others, owners of certain vessels sail- 
ing under foreign flags, and praying relief, as 
stated in the petition; which was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of the Anacosta Bridge Company,” reported it 
without amendment; and the bill was considered 


as in Committe of the Whole, and passed toa 
third reading. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to repeal cer- 
tain acts therein mentioned ; and no amendment 
having been proposed thereto, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third time ? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The bill last mentioned was read a third time 
by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of William P. Bennet, of the 
State of New York ;” and, no amendment having 
been proposed thereto, it passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Brown submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading: 


“That they fully accord in the policy recommended, 
of avoiding, by prudent regulations, the occurrence of 
circumstances which may disturb a liberal intercourse 
with foreign nations. They are, moreover, persuaded 
that the navigation of American vessels, exclusively 
by American seamen, either natives, or such as are 
already naturalized, would not only have the tendency 
to render our commerce and navigation independent of 
the service of foreigners, but that it would be calcu- 
lated to remove the pretext under which the American 
navigation has heretofore been interrupted. 

“But, while the committee consider the subject of 
the President’s Message highly important, they regret 
that the session of Congress is so near its close, that 
questions affecting the foreign as well as the domestic 
policy of the nation cannot now receive the deliberate 
and full examination to which they are entitled. 

“The committee, therefore, submit the following 
resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the further consideration of the 
Message be postponed until the next session of Con- 
gress.” 

Mr. Biss, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill further to provide for 
the collection of duties on imports and tonnage; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 
of sundry persons in the service of the United 
States, in consequence of the destruction of their 

tools by fire at the navy yard; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mental to the act, entitled ‘An act for the final 
adjustment of land titles in the State of Louisiana 
and Territory of Missouri,’ approved April 12, 
1814,” reported it without amendment; and, on 
motion by Mr. Morrow, the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed to the second Monday 
in March next. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED StaTeEs: 
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To the Senate of the United States : 


I transmit to the Senate a report from the Postmas- 
ter General, complying with their resolution of the 15th 


of December last. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Wasurneton, February 28, 1815. 


The Message and report therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act authorizing 
the sale of public lands, which may hereafter be 
forfeited within the Jeffersonville land district, at 
the land office of said district,” reported it with- 
out amendment; and, on motion by Mr. Mor- 
ROW, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned to the second Monday in March next. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the better crganization of the courts of the 
United States within the State of New York,” 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time as 
amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The resolution directing the manner of pro- 
viding stationery, and procuring the printing for 
the Senate and House of Representatives, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Taytor, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of James Lamb, 
of Charleston, were discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 

_ Mr. Tart, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported the following resolutions, which 
were read a.nd agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to report to the Senate, in the first week of 
the next session, a system for the gradual and perma- 
nent increase of the Navy of the United States. 

Resolved, That the said Secretary report, as afore- 
said, the expenditures and contracts which have been 
made under the third section of the act of the 30th of 
March, 1812. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report, as 
aforesaid, what measures have been taken to carry into 
execution the laws respecting navy hospitals. 

Resolved, That the said Secretary report, as afore- 
said, what measures have been taken for the execution 
of the 4th section of the act of the 3d of March, 1813, 
entitled “An act supplementary to the act for increas- 
ing the Navy.” 

Resolved, That the Secretary lay before the Senate, 
at the commencement of the next session, a corrected 
register of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Mr. Lacock submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and passed to the second 
reading: 

Resolved, That Robert Tweedy, Benjamin G. Bowen, 
and Tobias Simpson, assistants to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate, be paid, out of 
the contingent fund, two dollars a day for each day 
they may have attended the Senate during the present 
session of Congress, and that Charles Tims be allowed 
seventy-five dollars for his attendance during the pres- 
ent session. 

The resolution }ast mentioned was read the 
second time, by unanimous consent, and consid- 
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ered as in Committee of the Whole; and, no 
amendment having been proposed thereto, on th 
question, Shall this resolution be engrossed an; 
read a third time? it was determined in the a). 
firmative. 

The bill concerning the Naval Establishmen, 
was read the second time, and considered as j, 
Committee of the Whole; and, no amendmen 
having been proposed thereto, on the question 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third time? 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

The bill for the relief of Peter Landais wa; 
read the second time; and, on motion by Mr. 
Biss, the further consideration thereof was post. 
poned to the second Monday in March next. 

The resolution directing the distribution among 
the members of the present Congress of copies o{ 
the Laws of the United States, was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; and, waue faeces amended, the Presi- 
dent reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be en- 
rossed, and read a third time as amended ? it was 
etermined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported the 27th instant, by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and agreed thereto. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of James 
Savage and others,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
Anacosta Bridge Company,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam P. Bennet, of the State of New York,” was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to establish 
a system of navigation for the United States; 
and the further consideration thereof was pos'- 
poned to the second Monday in March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act forthe relief of James Doyle,” together 
with the report of the select committee thereon ; 
and, on the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time ? it was determined in the negative. So 
the bill was lost. 


AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. Dana submitted for consideration a resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of the State of Connecti- 
cut, requesting the Senators of the State, and 
the Representatives of the people thereof, in 
Congress of the United States, to use their en- 
deavors that Congress propose to the Legislatures 
of the several States, for their adoption, the fol- 
lowing amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States, viz: 


First. Representatives and direct taxes shall be ap- 
portioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union, according to their respective 
numbers of free persons, including those bound to 
serve for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, and all other persons. 

Second. No new State shall be admitted into the 


)281 


| Marcu 


| concurt 


Saat TR RIT sue 











Union b 
~ the Co 
thirds o 


Thire 


 embarg' 


» United | 
than sb 
Four 


dict th 


Fiftl 
authori 
withou! 
except 
_ territor! 
Stati 
> ined, st 
in — 
 capabli 
ofthe 
Seve 


BE nhs 


es 


- ident « 
- the P; 


| terms i 


An 
were | 


On 
Forei 
tition 
| charg 
I 


 referr 
- Thor 
- ment 
* mitte 
ing. 
it 
by ui 
MMi 
refer 
payn 
by tk 
the 
men 
' tion 
read 
cons 
post 


the 
by 
gree 
ame 
tled 
tof 
ext 
put 
Un 
col! 
act 
the 
the 


1815, 


» No 
the 

and 
Y af. 


bent 
S in 
nent 
0n, 
me? 


Was 
Mr. 


Ost- 


he 


- Oo @ * Ff 








1281 


ais : lig ats So 
Ma AN ht, Sd ate RS 


Marca, 1815. 

oO 
Union by Congress, in virtue of the power granted by 
the Constitution, without the concurrence of two- 


4 thirds of both Houses. 


_ Third. Congress shall not have power to lay any 

5 embargo on the ships or vessels of the citizens of the 
United States, in the ports or harbors thereof, for more 
- than sixty days. : 

Fourth. Congress shall not have power, without the 
~ concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses, to inter- 
dict the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and any foreign nation, or the dependencies 
thereof. 

Fifth. Congress shall not make or declare war, or 
authorize acts of hostility against any foreign nation, 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses, 
except such acts of hostilities be in defence of the 
territories of the United States when actually invaded. 

Sixth. No person who shall hereafter be natural- 
ized, shall be eligible as a member of the Senate or 
House of Representatives of the United States, nor 
capable of holding any civil office under the authority 
of the United States. 

Seventh. The same person shall not be elected Pres- 
ident of the United States a second time; nor shall 
the President be elected from the same State two 
terms in succession. 


And the resolution and proposed amendments 
were read. 





Wepnespay, March 1. 


On motion, by Mr. Biss, the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Walter and Miller, and others, were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 


| Thomas Sprigg,” reported it without amend- 


ment; and the bill was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; and passed to a third read- 


ing. 
The bill last mentioned was read a third time, 
by unanimous consent, and passed. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
payment for property lost, captured, or destroyed, 
by the enemy, while in the military service of 
the United States,” reported it with amend- 

| ments; and Mr. Ta.sor proposed for considera- 

| tion sundry amendments to the bill ; which were 
read; and on motion, by Mr. Gixes, the further 
consideration of the bill and amendments were 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Taytor, from the managers appointed by 
the Senate to confer with the managers appointed 
by the House of Representatives on the disa- 
greeing votes of the two Houses on the fifth 
amendment made by the Senate to the bill, enti- 
tled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act 
to provide additional revenues for defrayiag the 
expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the 
United States, and to provide for assessing and 
collecting the same,” and the act, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying duties on household 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 282 
Proceedings. a 





SENATE. 








furniture, and on gold and silver watches,” re- 
ported : 

“ That they have met the said managers, and, after 
conferring with them, have agreed to recommend to 
the Senate, that as the said amendment would have no 
effect for the present year, the Senate do recede from 
said amendment.” 


The Senate proceeded to consider the said re- 
port of the committee of conference. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That they concur therein, and that 
they recede from their said fifth amendment to 
said bill accordingly. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to fix the com- 
pensations, and increase the responsibility, of the 
collectors of the direct tax and internal duties, 
and for other purposes connected with the collec- 
tion thereof,” reported it without amendment ; 
and the bill was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and having been amended, the Pres- 
ident reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendment be en- 
grossed and the bill read a third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Roserts, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Robert Kid, of the 
city of Philadelphia, made report, together with 
the following resolution, which was read, and 
agreed to. 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

On motion, by Mr. Morrow, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Benjamin W. 
Ladd, Joseph Ladd, and Thomas Norvell, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 


Mr. Lacock submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and passed to the second 
reading: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay, 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate, to Tobias 
Simpson, two hundred dollars, in consideration of his 
uniform good conduct, and particularly for his exer- 
tions to save the public property in the Capitol, both 
before and after the destruction thereof by the enemy. 


The resolution last mentioned was read the 
second time, by unanimous consent, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole; and no 
amendment having been proposed thereto, on the 
question, Shall this resolution be engrossed and 
read a third time? it was determined in the affir- 
mative ; and the resolution was then read a third 
time, by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The bill further to provide for the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage was read the sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and, no amendment having been made 
thereto, on the question, Shall this bill be en- 
grossed and read athird time? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The bill for the relief of sundry persons in the 
service of the United States, in consequence of 
the destruction of their tools by fire at the navy 
yard, was read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; and, no amend- 
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ment having been made thereto, on the question, | United States: and, in order that such report may ex. 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read a third | hibit a full view of the whole Indian trade during th, 
time ? it was determined in the affirmative. | term aforesaid, that the President be further requeste; 
A message from the House of Representatives | to direct the Superintendent of Indian Trade, and eve 
informed the Senate that the House have passed , other public agent concerned therein, to furnish to th, 
a bill, entitled “An act to vest more effectually | Secretary of War such accounts and statements as he 
in the State courts, and in the district courts of | ™4Y call for, to enable him to prepare and make the 
the United States, jurisdiction in the cases there- | "Port ys. d ; 
in mentioned ;” a bill, entitled “An act regulating That the said report do contain an annual account of 
and defining the duties of the United States’ judges ere ee ree ae oo 
i i ic 2? . i i ’ ° ° . een 
i a eae . Military ip o pare | carried on, including therein the expenses of buildings, 
f the ‘laited States 2” } hich bills th " | transportation, and all other incidental charges ; anj, 
of the Unite tates 5" In which bills they re-/ aiso, a statement of losses, whether of goods or effects 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 


J : intended for the Indians, or received from them. 
The three bills last mentioned were read, and | Also, a like annual account of the whole of the In. 


ssed to the second reading. dian trade, 

The bill, entitled “An act fixing the Military | Also, a general account of the Indian trade, exhib. 
Peace Establishment of the United States,” was | iting the profit and loss thereof, during the term 
read the second time by unanimous consent, and } aforesaid. 


on motion, by Mr. Biss, referred tothe Commit-| Also, an account of the annuities and presents due, 
tee on Military Affairs, to consider and report | paid, and delivered, to the respective Indian tribes, 
thereon. during the aforesaid term; specifying the dates when 


The bill, entitled “An act regulating and de-| the same were due, and when they were paid and 
fining the duties of the United States’ judges for | ‘delivered. 
the Territory of Illinois,” was read the second | , That bem Secretary ~ Se mopert to the 
time by unanimous consent, and considered as in sae age eis nee pred ea to 
oo ue Flite dlatiebt teen og. eT G te employed in the superintendence and management of 
third reading ’ ee eee ae ae ; whether the 
5°. : Bee te consolidation of the whole care and management 
Bay allies yrecag Somme y+ e the distr oe of | thereof, and the placing of the same in a single depatt- 
load Gthied tne kad shtetl, a Solatias ed, WaS | ment, would be expedient; and whether a plan may 
: ’ . 


not be devised that will be equally advantageous to 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- | the Indian tribes, and more economical to the pub- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That the Secretary of State cause to be 
distributed among the members of the present Con- 
gress, copies of the laws of the United States, ordered 
by law to be printed, as soon as the same shall be 
completed. 

Resolved, That so many of the remaining copies of 
the laws as are not already distributed, be deposited 
in the Congressional Library. 


The bill concerning the Naval Establishment 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The resolution tixing the compensation of the 
messengers of the Senate was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The credentials of the Honorable Wittiam 
Honter, appointed a Senator by the Legislature 
of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, for the term of six years, commenc- 
ing on the fourth day of this month, were read, 
and laid on file. 

Mr. Kina submitted the following motion : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be, and is hereby, requested to give instructions to the 
Secretary of War— 


To prepare and lay before the Senate, at the com- 
mencement of their next session, a report concerning 
the annuities and presents granted to, and trade car- 
ried on with, the several Indian tribes within the lim- 
its of the United States, during four years antecedent 
to the 4th of March, 1815, whether such trade has been 
under the control or management of the Superintendent 
of Indian Trade, of the Governors of the several Ter- 
ritories, or of any other person acting in behalf of the 


lic, whereby the Indian trade may, under safeguards, 
be hereafter carried on by individuals, or by private 
companies, insteed of the manner in which the same 
is now conducted. 


In secret session— 

A confidential message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Gastron and 
Mr. Forsyru, two members of that body ; M:. 
Gaston, Chairman: 

Mr. President: The House of Representa- 
tives have confidentially passed a bill, entitled 
“An act for the protection of the commerce of 
the United States against the Algerine cruisers,” 
in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. — 

The said bill was twice read by unanimous 
consent, and passed to the third reading. 


aaa 





Tuurspay, March 2. 


Mr. Varnum submitted for consideration 2 
resolution of the Legislature of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, containing the same 
request, and embracing the same objects, of the 
resolution of the Legislature of the State of Con- 
necticut, submitted on the 28th ultimo; and the 
resolution and proposed amendments were read. 

Mr. GILEs, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act fixing the Military Peace Establish- 
ment of the United States,” reported it with 
amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Gixes, the committee to 
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whom was referred the petition of Robert and 


John Oliver, and others, was discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

A message from the Honse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Establishment for the 

ear one thousand eight hundred and fifteen ;” a 
bill, entitled “An act concerning invalid pension- 
ers;” and a bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States for the year 1815;” in which bills they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 

assed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning invalid 

nsioners,” was read the second time by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to consider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Establish- 
ment for the year 1815,” was read the second 
time by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, to consider and 
report thereon. 


The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Navy of the United 
States for the year 1815,” was read the second 
time by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to consider and 
report thereon. 


Mr. Tait, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the last mentioned 
bill, reported it without amendment, and the bill 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and passed to a third reading; and the bill was 
read a third time by unanimous consent, and 
passed. 


The biil, entitled “An act to vest more effectu- 
ally in the State courts, and in the district courts 
of the United States, jurisdiction in the cases 
therein mentioned,” was read the second time, 
and referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. Biss, Barsour 
and Cuace, were appointed the committee. 


The bill for the relief of sundry persons in the 
service of the United States, in consequence of 
the destruction of their tools by fire, at the Navy 
Yard, was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill further to provide for the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage, was read a third 
time, and amended by unanimous consent, and 
passed. ‘ 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act to 
fix the compensations, and increase the responsi- 
bility, of the collectors of the direct tax and in- 
ternal duties, and for other purposes connected 
with the collection thereof,” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time asamended. _ 

Resolved, That this bill pass with an amend- 
ment. 

On motion, by Mr. Barzsour, the committee to 
whom was referred so much of the President’s 
Message, of the 20th ultimo, as relates to the pres- 
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ervation and promotion of manufactures, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion, by Mr. Barpoor, the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of the manu- 
facturers of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
were discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. ’ 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act increasing the compen- 
sation allowed the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen- 
ate,” with amendments, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. They have also 
passed the bill, entitled “An act further supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled ‘An act providing for 
the indemnification of certain claimauts of pub- 
lic lands in the Mississippi Territory,” with amend- 
ments, in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Represeatatives to the bill 
last mentioned, and concurred therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 
bill, entitled “An act increasing the compensation 
allowed the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate.” 
Whereupon, on motion, by Mr. Turner, 

Resolved, That they concur therein with 
amendments. 

It was agreed to amend the title, to read “An 
act increasing the compensativn allowed the Ser- 
geants-at-Arms of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, and of the Doorkeeper and Assistant 
Doorkeeper of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives.” 

The bill, entitled “An act regulating and defin- 
ing the duties of the United States’ judges for 
the Territory of Illinois,’ was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act fixing the Military Peace Establishment of the 
United States,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee. 

On the question, to agree to the first amend- 
ment proposed, to wit: Section 1, line 4, strike 
out “ six,” and insert “fifteen.” a division of the 
question was called for by Mr. Lacock, and it 
was taken on striking out, and determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 21, nays 6, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Bibb, Brown, Chace, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Gore, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Kerr, King, Lacock, Morrow, Smith, Tait, 
Taylor, Varnum, and Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Dana, Goldsborough, Talbot, Thomp- 
son, Turner, and Wharton. 


On the question, to insert “ fifteen,” in lieu of 
“ six,” stricken out, it was determined in the af- 
firmative—yeas 18, nays 10, as follows: 


Yxeas—Messrs. Barry, Bibb, Brown, Chace, Fro- 
mentin, Gaillard, Giles, Gore, Howell, Kerr, King, 
Lacock, Morrow, Smith, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and 
Wells. 

Nars—Messrs. Barbour, Daggett, Dana, Goldsbor- 
ough, Horsey, Hunter, Talbot, Thompson, T'urner, and 
Wharton. 
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On the question to agree to the third amend- 
ment proposed, to wit: Section 3, line 1, strike 
out “one Major General,” and insert “ two Major 


Generals,” it was determined in the affirmative— | P 


yeas 20, nays 5, as follows : 

Ysas—Messrs. Bibb, Brown, Chace, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, Giles, Gore, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, King, 
Lacock, Morrow, Smith, Talbot, Tait, ‘Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Varnum, and Wells. 

Naxs—Messrs. Daggett, Dana, Goldsborough, Tur- 
ner, and Wharton. 

And the other amendments having been agreed 
to, the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly ; and, on motion, by Mr. Biss, the 
bill was further amended. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed, and the bili read a third time as amend- 
ed ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the last mentioned bill 
having been reported by the Committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time as amend- 
ed, by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amend- 
ments. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, it was agreed to amend 
the title, to read “An act reducing the military 
establishment of the United States.” 

Mr. Biss, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to vest more 
effectually in the State courts, and in the district 
courts of the United States, jurisdiction in the 
cases therein mentioned,” reported it without 
amendment. 

The Senate resumed the bill for the relief of 
Arthur —— and John Frothingham ; and, on 
motion, by Mr. Biss, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to the second Monday in 
March instant. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the Ist instant. by Mr. Kina; and, 
on his motion having been amended, was agreed 
to, as follows : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to give instructions to 
the Secretary of War— 

To prepare and lay before the Senate, at the com- 
mencement of their next session, a report concerning 
the annuities and presents granted to, and the trade 
carried on with, the several Indian tribes within the 
limits of the United States, during four years anteced- 
ent to the 4th of March, 1815; and, in order that such 
report may exhibit a full view of the whole Indian trade 
during the term aforesaid, that the President be further 
requested to direct the Superintendent of Indian Trade, 
and every other public agent concerned therein, to fur- 
nish to the Secretary of War such accounts and state- 
ments as he may call for, to enable him to prepare and 
make the report aforesaid. 

That the said report do contain an annual account 
of the Indian trade, at each of the agencies or trading 
houses, or wheresoever else the same shall have been 
carried on, including therein the expenses of buildings, 
transportation, and all other incidental charges; as 
also a statement of losses, whether of goods or effects, 
intended for the Indians or received from them. 

Also, a like annual account of the whole of the In- 
dian trade. 


SS tsetse hens 


——— 


Also, a general account of the Indian trade, exhibiting 
the profit and loss thereof during the term aforesaid, 
Also, an account of the annuities and presents due, 
aid, and delivered, to the respective Indian tribes dur. 
ing the aforesaid terms ; specifying the dates when the 
same were due, and when they were paid and delivered, 
That the Secretary do furthermore report to the 
Senate his opinion, whether any alteration of the 
powers and duties of the several officers and agents 
employed in the superintendence and management of 
Indian affairs would be advantageous; whether the 
consolidation of the whole care and management there. 
of, and the placing of the same in a single department, 
would be expedient ; and whether a plan may not be 
devised that will be equally advantageous to the Indian 
tribes, and more economical to the public, whereby the 
Indian trade may, under safeguards, be hereafter carried 
on by individuals or by private companies, instead of 
the manner in which the same is now conducted. 


SALE OF CAPTURED NEGROES. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 


To the Senate of the United States : 


I transmit to the Senate a report from the acting 
Secretary of State, complying with their resolution of 
the 24th of October last. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Wasuinerton, February 28, 1815. 


The Message and report therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to be printed. 


The report is as follows: 
Department or Stare, Feb, 28, 1815. 


The undersigned, acting as Secretary of State, to 
whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of 
the 24th of October last, requesting the President of 
the United States to lay before the Senate, (provided 
he shall not consider the same improper to be com- 
municated,) the proof of any traffic carried on in the 
West Indies, by the sale of negroes taken from the 
United States, by the British forces since the present 
war, has the honor to state, that such proof was trans- 
mitted to the Executive by the Hon. St. George 
Tucker, in the form of an affidavit of Captain Wil- 
liams, from which it appeared that he had been a pris- 
oner in the Bahama islands, and that, while there, he 
had been present at the sale of negroes taken from 
the vicinity of Norfolkand Hampton. This affidavit, 
voluntarily given, and strengthened and corroborated 
by a variety of circumstances, was considered at the 
time as full proof of the fact, and was transmitted to 
our Ministers at Ghent. When the resolution of the 
Senate was transmitted to this Department, applica- 
tion was made to Judge Tucker, and subsequently 
to Major Griffin, for the original affidavit, or for an 
authenticated copy; as neither have yet been re- 
ceived, and as it is deemed improper longer to delay 
this report, the undersigned begs leave to refer to the 
accompanying papers, marked 1, 2, 3, and 4, from 
which the material facts stated in the affidavit may be 
collected, and the circumstances which have prevented 
its transmission to this Department explained. ‘This 
subject will be further investigated with a view to 
place it, in all its circumstances, in the most satisfac- 
tory light. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

JAS. MONROE. 
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No. 1. it remains in his possession. I will write immediately 


Ricamonn, November 24,1814. | to him, with the view of ascertaining whether this be 
the fact; and, if it be, to request the favor of him to 
enclose me the affidavit. The result of my inquiries 
of that gentleman shall be made known to you with- 


Srr: I do myself the honor to enclose you a letter 
from my friend, Mr. Cabell, and one from Mr. John 
Tabb Smith, the magistrate befors whom the affidavit | 5.4 delay. 
ae See ee ten wrelsten vo Majet ‘Griffin to | In the interim, {1 remain most respectfully and sin- 

en I. . 
endeavor to procure the original, and if he should for- Sen pomre, Soe JOSEPH C. CABELL 
tunately obtain it, I will lose no time in forwarding it | F's ; 


to it | 





have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your No. 3. 
most obedient servant, | Copy of a letter from John Tabb Smith Esq., to Judge 


ST. G. TUCKER. | Tucker, dated 


Joun Gnanam, Esq., Hampton, Nov. 21, 1814 
Department of State, Washington. Sir: Your favor I have now before me. Some time 
—— in the year 1813, there came before me a Captain 
No. 2. heeva (i eee name was) in company with 
| Major Thomas Griffin, of York, with the affidavit you 
Copy of a eee hy a eee to the | speak of in your letter, which he swore to before me, 
gicdrasrt isd. aemaenst marie and I gave my certificate thereto; I then gave the af- 
Ricamonp, November 22, 1814. fidavit to Major Griffin, and expected to see it published 
My Dear Sin: I have received your favor of the | in one of the Richmond papers, but never heard of it 
14th instant, embracing an extract from the letter re- | since; but from your letter, I expect the original can 
cently written to you by Mr. Graham, of the Depart- | be got from Major Griffin. But, if it is mislaid, I well 
ment of State, on the subject of the resolution of the | recollect the substance of the affidavit, and will render 
Senate of the United States, of the 24th ultimo. you any service in my power. 
I distinctly recollect all the material circumstances | [ am, with respect, 
in regard to the copy of the affidavit, which you for- | JOHN TABB SMITH. 
warded to the President. About the period that Major; _If it can be got from Major Griffin, it had better be 
Thomas Griffin, of York, went on board the British | in the Captain’s own words, with my certificate. 
squadron in Lynnhaven bay, for the purpose of en-| +, Gores Tucker, Esq., &c. l.T.S8. 
deavoring to recover his negroes, who had gone off to 7 a 
the enemy, I happened to be in Williamsburg. The 
destination of the slaves that had been taken or re- No. 4. 
ceived by the British, was then a subject of curiosity York, (Va.) February 16, 1815. 
and concern throughout the lower country. I under-| Sin: Your favor of the 6th instant has been re- 
stood that a seafaring man, of the name of Williams, | ceived. I have examined my papers and cannot find 
who had been a prisoner with the enemy, and had re- | the original affidavit of Captain Williams, therein al- 
cently arrived at Hampton, had gone in company with | luded to. The copy I gave Mr. Cabell was literally 
Major Thomas Griffin, of York, before John Tabb | correct; the original has been mislaid, or I fear lost in 
Smith, a respectable magistrate of the county of Eliz- | the bustle of moving papers from hence so frequently 
abeth City, and had made oath that, while a prisoner | as has been done, to place them without the reach of 
in one of the Bahama islands, he had been present at | the enemy during the war. I will again examine and 
the sale of the negroes that had been carried off from | endeavor to recover the affidavit, and will forward the 
the vicinity of Hampton and Norfolk; that the ne- | same to the Department of State as soon as it shall be 
groes were sold at a high price, and that a negro car- | recovered. 
penter from Norfolk was purchased for a thousand| Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
dollars. Several gentlemen of the first respectability, THOMAS GRIFFIN. 
who had conversed with Major Griffin, informed me 
that he spoke of Williams as a man whose appearance 
ae to credit, and that he had, accordingly, 
ubli e affidavit in the town of York. Through! , . : 
the medium of Mr. Coke, of Williamsburg, I pictured Shetek. of a by ’ aoawe . Cocos a re 
a copy of this paper, which I handed to you, and was 9 at ae OR Wy: PER 9 SNE, SEE ee 
forwarded by you to the President, This affidavit was 6g 
a subject of general conversation about that time. | 
The circumstances under which Williams arrived at , . 
Hampton; the manner in which he described the ne- | Cotton ; a quantity of seed cotton; his iron, new and 
groes sold in the Bahamas, and particularly the car- | ld; leather, tanned and half tanned; stock of wine, 
penter from Norfolk, and the appearance of entire liquors, soap, candles, and poultry ; plate, and stock- 











Joun Granam, Esq., 
Department of State, Washington. 





[From the Savannah Republican. ] 
Major Butler—Two hundred negroes ; ten bales of 


sincerity in his narrative, left no doubt, I was assured, | buckle, stolen by an officer named Horton. 

on the mind of either Mr. Smith or Major Griffin, that John Couper—Eighty negroes, forty-eight of them 
the alleged sale had actually taken place. I did not | prime fellows, some of them tradesmen ; ten bales of 
see Major Griffin, nor did I inquire what he intended | cottun. 

to do with the original affidavit of Williams; my con- Dr. Grant—One negro woman; four bales cotton ; 
jecture was, that he would send it on to the commit- | al! his furniture destroyed; gins spoiled in trying to 
tee of Congress, charged with the business of collect- | gin cotton. 

ing proofs of the barbarous conduct of the war by the| 4. C. Wylly—Forty-six of the primest of his negroes ; 
enemy. As it seems he has not done so, I presume ! 2° cotton. . 


13th Con. 3d Sess.—10 
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J. H. Geckoe—Eleven negroes ; a pair of razors, and 
part of a barre! of flour, stolen by Lieutenant DeThierry. 

W. McIntosh—Five negroes; twelve bales ginned 
and some unginned cotton. 

James Hamilton—One hundred and eighty-two ne- 
groes ; only one old man left on his place, and he mad ; 
twenty-five bales cotton—about eighteen ginned by 
themselves ; all his plantation stores, medicines, tools, 
paint pots, old iron, and gin boxes; some handsaw 
files, pocketed by the Commander-in-Chief, Ramsay ; 
carpet, library, and a pair of pistols, stolen by Cole, 
who commanded the land forces; a beautiful fowling 

iece stolen by Horton, the same officer who stole 
ai r Butler’s spoons and stock-buckle. 

- Matthews—Twenty-six negroes; seven bales 


cotton. 

Mrs. Brailsford—House broken open, and robbed 
by a boat’s crew under command of a Lieutenant 
Grant—some of Mrs. Brailsford’s and Mrs. Troup’s 
clothes were bought for ten dollars from the thieves by 
Lieutenant Locke, commanding His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s brig Manly. 

Mr. Abbott—Although they made headquarters of 
his house.and lived on him only now and then, bring- 
ing in some plundered mutton, poultry, flour and liquor, 
lost the contents of his store and had the quicksilver 
scraped from the back of all the broken looking glasses 
in the house. 

In secret session— 


The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act tor the protection of the com- 
merce of the United States against the Algerine 
cruisers,” was read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 2, 
as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Bibb, Brown, Chace, 
Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Gore, Hor- 
sey, Hunter, Kerr, King, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, 
Smith, Talbot, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Turner, Var- 
num, Wells, and Wharton. 

Naxs—Messrs. Goldsborough and Lambert. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
notify the House of Representatives, confiden- 
tially, that the Senate have passed the said bill. 

Ordered, That Messrs. FromenTIN and GoLps- 
BOROUGH be the committee. 





Frivay, March 3. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill entitled 
“An act fixing the Military Peace Establishment 
of the United States.” They have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act to authorizea loan fora sum not 
exceeding eighteen millions four hundred and 
fifty-two thousand eight hundred dollars;” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read three times 
by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act fixing the Mili- 
tary Peace Establishment of the United States.” 
Whereupon, on motion, by Mr. Gites, 





Resolved, That they insist thereon. 

Mr. Gites, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act concerning invalid pensioners,” reported 
it with amendments, which were considered as 
in Committee of the Whole; and having been 
agreed to, the President reported the bill to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the hill read a third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the last mentioned bil! 
having been reported by the committee correct- 
ly engrossed, the bill was read a third time as 
amended, by unanimous consent; and was fur- 
ther amended by consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their disagreement to, and ask a conference on, 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act fixing 
the Military Peace Establishment of the United 
States; and have appointed managers on their 
part. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
authorizing the purchase of vessels captured on 
Lake Champlain ;” in which bill they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The last mentioned bill was read three times 
by unanimous consent and passed. 

On motion by Mr. Gixes, 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the con- 
ference proposed on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendments to the bill, enti- 
tled “An act fixing the Military Peace Establish- 
ment of the United States.” 

Ordered, That Messrs. Gites, Smita, and Kina, 
be the managers on the part of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while in 
the military service of the United States,” to- 
gether with the amendments proposed thereto. 

Mr. VaRNuM was requested to take the Chair, 
and the bill having been amended, the President 
resumed the Chair, and it was reported to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill be reada third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the last mentioned bill 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time as amend- 
ed, by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making an additional ap- 
propriation for the service of the year 1815 ;” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read three times by unanimous consent, and 
passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


act to vest more effectually in the State courts, 
and in the district courts of the United States, 
‘urisdiction in the cases therein mentioned ;” and 

r. VARNUM Was requested to take the Chair; 
and the bill having been amended, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Varnum reported the 
bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendment be en- 

rossed and the bill be read a third time as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative. 

Theamendment to the last mentioned bill hav- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly en- 

ossed, the bill was read a third time as amend- 
ed, by unanimous consent, and passed with an 
amendment. 

On motion, by Mr. Tart, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, who were instructed, by the reso- 
lution of the 6th of January, to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a Naval sehool, were 
discharged from-the further consideration thereof. 

On. motion, by Mr. Tarr, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of George P. Stephenson, and others, mer- 
chants and ship-owners of the city of Baltimore, 
were discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

On motion, by Mr. Tatr, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of a number of midshipmen in the United 
States’ Navy, against the appointment of sailing- 
masters to be lieutenants, were discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. 

The credentials of the Hon. CurisropHer 
Gore, appointed a Senator by the Legislature of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the term 
of six years, commencing on the fourth day of 
March next, were read, and laid on file. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Charles 
Todd:” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
the Eastern Branch Bridge Company ;” also, the 
bill, entitled “An act authorizing the Board of 
Navy Commissioners to appoint clerks ;” in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
Eastern Branch Bridge Company,” was read the 
second time by unanimous consent, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and passed 
toa third reading; and the bill was read a third 
time, by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the Board 
of Navy Commissioners to appoint clerks,” was 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and passed to a third read- 
ing; and the bill was read a third time, by unan- 
imous consent, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An aet for the relief of 
Charles Todd,’ was read the second time by 
unanimous consent, and, on motion by Mr. La- 
cook, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned to the fourth day of March next. 
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RETALIATING SYSTEM. 


Mr. Biss, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom was referred the Message of the 
President of the United States, of the 26th of 
Septem ber last, respecting the unauthorized mode 
of warfare adopted by the enemy, on the plea of 
retaliation, made a report; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The report of the committee is as follows: 


That, although the war has happily terminated, they 
deem it important to rescue the American Government 
from unworthy imputations, with which it has been 
assailed during its progress. They have, therefore, 
endeavored to ascertain, whether the destruction of 
York, in Upper Canada, and the other cases assumed 
by our late enemy, as authorizing a departure from the 
settled rules of civilized warfare, were of a character to 
justify or extenuate their conduct. 

The result of the inquiries of the committee, mani- 
festing to the world that the plea which has been ad- 
vanced for the destruction of the American Capitol, 
and the plunder of private property, is without founda- 
tion, will be found in the communications of the Sec- 
retaries of the Departments of War and Navy, and of 
General Dearborn, commander of the American forces, 
in the attack on York, herewith submitted. 


Derartment or Stars, Feb. 28, 1815. 


Sin: I have had thé honor to receive your letter, re- 
questing, on behalf of the Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions, any information which this Department possesses, 
relative to the misconduct that has been imputed to the 
American troops in Upper Canada during the late war, 
and in reply, I have the honor to state, that the char- 
ges appear to be confined to three: Ist, the alleged 
burning of York; 2d, the burning of Newark; and 3d, 
the burning of the Indian villages, usually called the 
Moravian towns 

ist. The burning of York, or of any of its public 
edifices, or of any its private houses, has never been 
presented to the view of the American Government by 
its own Officers, as matter of information; and it never 
was exhibited by the British Government, or any of 
its officers, as matter of complaint, until it was asserted 
in the address of the Governor in Chief to the Provincial 
Parliament of Canada, on the 24th of January, 1815, 
“ that, asa just retribution, the proud Capitol at Wash- 
ington has experienced a similar fate to that inflicted by 
an American force on the Seat of Government in Upper 
Canada.” This assertion having led to an inquiry,I 
am enabled, from official documents and general in- 
formation, to state the following facts of the case, for 
the information of the committee. 

The town of York in Upper Canada was taken by 
the American Army, under the command of General 
Dearborn, on the 27th of April 1813, and it was evacu- 
ated on the succeeding Ist of May; although it was 
again visited for a day, by an American squadron, 
under the command of Commodore Chauncey, on the 
4th of August. At the time of the capture, the British 
troops on their retreat set fire to their magazine, and 
great injury was done by the explosion to property, as 
well as to persons, within the range of its effects. At 
the time of the capture, as well as at the time of Com- 
modore Chauncey’s visit, the public stores were seized, 
and the public storehouses were destroyed; but the 
destruction of public edifices for civil uses, or of pri- 
vate property, was not only unauthorized, but positively 
forbidden, by the American commanders; and it is 
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understood that no private house was destroyed by the 
American troops. It has recently, however, appeared, 
that a public building of little value, called the Parlia- 
ment House, (not the Government House,) in which 
it is said that an American scalp was found as a part of 
the decoration of the Speaker's Chair, had been burnt ; 
whether it was so, and if it was, whether it was an ac- 
cidental consequence of the confusion, in which the ex- 
plosion of the magazine involved the town, or the un- 
authorized act of some exasperated individual, has not 
been ascertained. The silence of the military and 
civil officers of the Provincial Government of Canada 
seems to indicate, that the transaction was not deemed, 
when it occurred, a cause either for retaliation or re- 


2d. The burning of Newark, adjacent to Fort George, 
occurred on the 10th of December, 1813. The act was 
vindicated by the American General, as necessary to 
his military operations ; but as soon as the American 
Government heard of it, instructions, dated the 6th of 
January, 1814, were given by the Department of War, 
to Major General Wilkinson, “ to disavow the conduct 
of the officer who committed it, and to transmit to Gov- 
ernor Prevost a copy of the order under color of which 
that officer had acted.” This disavowal was accord- 
ingly communicated, and on the 10th of February, 
1814, Governor Prevost answered, “that it had been 
with great satisfaction he had received the assurance, 
that the perpetration of the burning of the town of 
Newark was both unauthorized by the American Gov- 
ernment and abhorrent to every American feeling ; 
that if any outrages had ensued the wanton and un- 
justifiable destruction of Newark, passing the bounds 
of just retaliation, they were to be attributed to the 
influence of irritated passions, on the part of the unfor- 
tunate sufferers by that event, which, in a state of ac- 
tive warfare, it had not been possible altogether to re- 
strain, and that it was as little congenial to the dispo- 
sition of His Majesty’s Government, as it was to that 
of the Government of the United States, deliberately 
to adopt any plan of policy which had for its object 
the devastation of private property.” 

But the disavowal of the American Government was 
not the only expiation of the unauthorized offence com- 
mitted by its officer; for, the British Government un- 
dertook itself to redress the wrong. A few days after 
the burning of Newark, the British and Indian troops 
crossed the Niagara for this purpose; they surprised 
and seized Fort Niagara; they burnt the villages of 
Lewistown, Manchester, Tuscarora, Buffalo, and 
Black Rock, desolating the whole of the Niagara fron- 
tier, and dispersing the inhabitants, in the extremity of 
the Winter. Sir George Prevost himself appears to 
have been satisfied with the vengeance thet had been 
inflicted ; and, in his proclamation of the 12th of Jan- 
uary, 1814, he expressly declared, that for the burn- 
ing of Newark, “the opportunity of punishment had 
occurred ; that a full measure of retaliation had taken 
place, and that it was not his intention to pursue fur- 
ther a system of warfare so revolting to his own feel- 
ings, and so little congenial to the British character, 
unless the future measures of the enemy should compel 
him again to resort to it.”’” With his answer to Major 
General Wilkinson, which has been already noticed, 
he transmitted a copy of the proclamation, “as ex- 
pressive of the determination as to his future line of 
conduct,” and added, “that he was happy to learn 
that there was no probability that any measures, on the 
part of the American Government, would oblige him 
to depart from it.” 


3d. The places usually called the Moravian towns 
were mere collections of Indian huts and cabins, on th; 
river Retrench or Thames, not probably worth, in the 
whole, one thousand dollars. The Indians who inhab- 
ited them, among whom were some notoriously hostile 
to the United States, had made incursions the most 
cruel into their territory. When, therefore, the Amcr- 
ican Army under General Harrison invaded Canada 
on the —— of —— 1813, the huts and cabins of the 
hostile Indians were destroyed. But this species of 
warfare has been invariably pursued, by every nation 
engaged in war with the Indians of the American con- 
tinent. However it may be regretted on the score of 
humanity, it appears to be the necessary means of 
averting the still greater calamities of savage hostilities ; 
and it is believed that the occurrence would never have 
been made the subject of a charge against the Ameri- 
can troops, if the fact had not been misrepresented or 
misunderstood. Many people at home, and most peo- 
ple abroad, have been led to suppose that the Moravian 
towns were the peaceable settlements of a religious 
sect of Christians, and not the abode of a hostile tribe 
of savages. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. Witiram W. Briss, 
Chairman Com. of Foreign Relations. 





Navy Derantrment, Feb. 18, 1815. 
Sin: In compliance with the request of the com- 
mittee of the Senate, communicated to me by your 
note of the 14th current, I have the honor to transmit 
to you, herewith, extracts from the letters of Commo- 
dore Chauncey to the Secretary of the Navy, on the 
subject of destroying the public store-houses and stores 
at York, in Upper Canada, and which is all the infor- 
mation in this Department on that subject. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obidient servant, 
B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hon. Wau. W. Bins, 
Chairman Committee, &c. 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Chauncey 
to the etary of the Navy, dated off York, U. C., 
April 20, 1813. 

“ The enemy set fire to some of his principal stores, 
containing large quantities of naval and military 
stores, as well as a large ship upon the stocks, nearly 
finished.” 


From the same to the same, dated off Niagara, 
August 4, 1813. 


“In the evening of the 30th ultimo, we weighed 
and stood for York, arrived and anchored in that har- 
bor, at about 3 P. M.; on the 31st ran the schooners 
into the upper harbor, landed the marines and soldiers 
under the command of Colonel Scott, without opposi- 
tion ; found several hundred barrels of flour and pro- 
visions in the public store-houses, five pieces of can- 
non, eleven boats, and a quantity of shot, shells, and 
other stores ; all which was either destroyed or brought 
away. On the first instant, after having received on 
board all that the vessels could take, I directed the bar- 
racks and the public store-houses to be burned. We 
then re-embarked the men, and proceeded to this 
place, where I arrived yesterday.” 
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from Gen. Henry Dearborn to the Honorable 
dah B. Varnum, a member of the Senate. 
Boston, October 17, 1814. 


Dear Sin: In reply to your letter of the 11th in- 
stant, I assure you, in the most explicit manner, that 
no public or private buildings were burned or destroyed 
by the troops under my command, at York, in Upper 
Canada, excepting two block-houses, and one or two 
sheds belonging to the Navy Yard. I placed a strong 
guard in the town, with positive orders to prevent any 
plunder or depredation on the inhabitants; and, when 
leaving the place, a letter was received from Judge 
Scott, chief justice of the superior court, in which he 
expressed his thanks for the humane treatment the 
inhabitants had experienced from our troops, and for 
my particular attention to the safety of their persons 
and property. A frigate on the stocks, and a large 
store-house containing their naval stores, were set on 
fire by the enemy subsequent to their offer of surren- 
dering the troops and public property. Several of the 
most valuable public buildings, connected with their 
principal military positions, were destroyed by the 
explosion of their magazine, which proved so fatal to 
our troops; and although there were strong provoca- 
tions for burning or destroying the town, nothing of 
the kind took place more than I have already men- 
tioned, either by the army or navy. 

Yours, with respectful esteem, 

H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joszru B. Varnnum. 


The Senate adjourned. to six o’clock in the 
evening. 


Six o'clock in the evening. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have concurred in 
the report of the committee of conference in the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
meats to the bill, entitled “An act fixing the Mil- 
itary Peace Establishment of the United States,” 
and that the bill be amended accordingly. 

Mr. Giues, from the managers at the confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
fixing the Military Peace Establishment of the 
United States,” made the following report: 

That, after due consideration of the various ques- 
tions involved therein, they have agreed to recommend 
to the adoption of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives the following modification : 

That the Senate recede from the first amendment 
proposed to the bill. 

That, in lieu of the second amendment proposed, 
the two Houses agree to substitute the word ¢en, for 
the word fifteen. 

That the House of Representatives recede from 
their disagreement to all the other amendments pro- 

sed by the Senate. 

That the Senate recede from their amendment to 
the title. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said 
report; and, having agreed to the first member 
thereof, on the question to agree to the second 
member, to substitute the word ten for fifteen, it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 
8, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Bibb, Chace, Dag- 


gett, Giles, Gore, King, Lambert, Morrow, Talbot, Tait, 
Thompson, Turner, and Wharton. 

Nars—Messrs. Brown, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
Lacock, Smith, Varnum, and Wells. 

And the other members of the report having 
been agreed to,it was Resolved, That the Senate 
concur in the report, and that the bill be amended 
accordingly. 

Mr. Daaeertr presented the memorial of Rob- 
ert Sewall, praying compensation for the loss and 
destruction of property in the City of Washing- 
ton, by the enemy, which was occasioned by hav- 
ing his house converted into a military fortress, 
as is stated in the memorial; which was read. 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
message of the President of the United States, 
recommending a declaration of war, by the Uni- 
ted States, against the Dey and Regency of Al- 
giers, were discharged from the farther consider- 
ation thereof 

On motion, by Mr. Dana, 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy be 
removed respecting the proceedings on the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States recom- 
mending a declaration of war by the United States 
against the Dey and Regency of Algiers, and on 
the bill, entitled “An act for the protection of the 
commerce of the United States against the Alge- 
rine cruisers.” 

[For these proceedings, see February 23, and 
March 1 and 2, ante.] 

Mr. Smiru, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Establishment for the year 1815,” 
reported it with amendments, which were read, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole; 
and, having been agreed to, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the amendments be en- 
grossed and the bill be read a third time as 
amended ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the last mentioned bill 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time as 
amended, by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnoum, the Committee on 
the Militia of the United States, to whom was 
referred so much of the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the 20th February, as re- 
lates to the militia, were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof. 

Mr. WuarrTon presented a petition signed by 
a great number of the inhabitants of the State of 
Tennessee, remonstrating against the transporta- 
tion and opening of the mail on the Sabbath; and 
the petition was read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to 
some, and disagree to other amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize 
the payment for property lost, captured, or de- 
stroyed by the enemy, while in the military ser- 
vice of the United States.” 
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The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ments — ey ta -_ which bave been 
disagreed to ouse 0 presentatives. 

On motion, by Mr. Kuna, that the further con- 
sideration thereof be postponed to the second 
Monday in March instant, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 9, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bibb, Daggett, Dana, Gaillard, Golds- 
borough, Gore, King, Lambert, Tait, Thompson, Tur- 
ner, and Varnum- 

Naxs—Messrs. Barbour, Barry, Brown, Chace, La- 
cock, Morrow, Smith, Talbot, and Wharton. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to wait on the President of the United 
States, and notify him of the intended recess, and 
have appointed a committee on their part, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion last mentioned, and concurred therein. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Cuace and Barsour 
be the committee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Cuace reported, from the joint committee, 
that they had waited on the President of the 


eens 


United States, who informed them that he had 
no further communication to make to the two 
Houses of Congress. 

Mr. Kina submitted the following resolution, 
which was read,and passed to the second reading 


Resolved, That the sum of three hundred dollars be 
advanced out of the contingent fund to Samuel Turner, 
John G. McDonald, and Lewis H. Machen, clerks in 
the office of the Secretary of the Senate, to each of 
them, respectively, for their services during the cur- 
rent year. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be now 
zead the second time? it was objected to by Mr. 
VaRNUM as against the rule. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House, having fin- 
ished the business before them, are about to ad- 
journ. 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House 
of Representatives that the Senate, having finish- 
ed the Legislative business before them, are about 
to adjourn. 


Whereupon, the President adjourned the Senate 
without day. 
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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE THIRD SESSION OF THE THIRTEENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY OF 
WASHINGTON, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1814. 


Monpay, September 19, 1814, 


This being the day appointed by proclamation 
of the President of the United States, dated on 
the 8th day of August, 1814, for the meeting of 
Congress, Lanapon Cueves, the Speaker, Pat- 
rick Macruper, the Clerk, and the following 
members of the House of Representatives, ap- 
peared, and took their seats, to wit: 


From New Hampshire—Roger Vose. 

From Massachusetts—Elijah Brigham, William Ely, 
Levi Hubbard, Cyrus King, Nathaniel Ruggles, and 
Artemas Ward. 

From Connecticut—Epaphroditus Champion, John 
Davenport, jr., Jonathan O. Moseley, and Lewis B. 
Sturges. 

From Vermont—William C. Bradley, James Fisk, 
Richard Skinner, William Strong, and Charles Rich. 

From New York—Daniel Avery, Alexander Boyd, 
Oliver C. Comstock, Peter Denoyelles, Jonathan Fisk, 
James Geddes, Thomas P. Grosvenor, Moss Kent, 
John Lovett, Jacob Markell, Hosea Moffit, Thomas J. 
Oakley, Jotham Post, jr., and Ebenezer Sage. 

From Pennsylvania—William Anderson, David 
Bard, Robert Brown, John Conard, Roger Davis, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Samuel D. Ingham, Jared Irwin, 
Aaron Lyle, William Piper, John Rea, Adam Sey- 
bert, Adamson Tannehill, Daniel Udree, and ‘Thomas 
Wilson. 

From Delaware-—Thomas Cooper. 

From Maryland—Stevenson Archer, Alexander C. 
Hanson, Joseph Kent, and Philip Stuart. 

From Virginia—Thomas M. Bayly, William A. 
Burwell, Hugh Caperton, John W. Eppes, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Aylet Hawes, John Kerr, 
Joseph Lewis, jr., William McCoy, Thomas Newton, 
James Pleasants, jr., John Roane, John Smith, and 
Francis White. 

From North Carolina—Willis Alston, John Cul- 
peper, Peter Forney, William Gaston, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, William H. Murfree, Joseph Pearson, Richard 
Stanford, and Bartlett Yancey. 

From South Carolina—Langdon Cheves, (Speaker, ) 
David R. Evans, Samuel Farrow, Theodore Gourdin, 
and Thomas Kershaw. 

From Georgia—Alfred Cuthbert and John Forsyth. 

From Kentucky—James Clarke, Joseph H. Haw- 
kins, Joseph Desha, Richard M. Johnson, Thomas 
Montgomery, Stephen Ormsby, and Solomon P. Sharp, 


From Tennessee—John H. Bowen, Thomas K. Har- 
ris, Perry W. Humphreys, John Rhea, and John 
Sevier. 

From Ohio—John Alexander, James Caldwell, Wil- 
liam Creighton, jr., and John McLean. 

A quorum, consisting of a majority of the 
whole House, being present, a committee was 
appointed, on the part of this House, to join such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
Senate, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communications that he may be pleased to make 
to them; and Mr. Macon and Mr. Oak.ey were 
appointed the committee. 

A new member, to wit: Puitie P. Barsovr, 
elected to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of John Dawson, one of the members from 
the State of Virginia, also appeared, produced his 
credentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Wituiam Larrimore, the delegate from the 
Mississippi Territory, appeared, and took his seat. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, and 
that they are ready to proceed to business. They 
have appointed a committee, on their part, to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of this House, to wait on the President of the 
United States, and notify him that a quorum of 
the two Houses is assembled, and ready to re- 
ceive any communications he may be pleased to 
make to them. 

On motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, the 
Clerk was directed to procure newspapers from 
any number of offices that the members may elect, 
provided, that the expense thereof do not exceed 
the price of three daily papers. 





Tuespay, September 20. 

Several other members, to wit: From Massa- 
chusetts, Lasan Wueaton, Joun Regen, and 
WicuiaM Bayttes; from Pennsylvania, WILLIAM 
Crawrorp, and Isaac Grairrin; from Virginia, 
Joun G. Jackson; from North Carolina, Me- 
SHACK FRANKLIN; from Georgia, Botiine HALL, 
Georce M. Troop, and Wit.1aM Barnett; and 
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from Kentucky, Samue. McKee; appeared, and 
took their seats. 

JonaTHAN JENNINGS, the delegate from the 
Territory of Indiana, also appeared and took his 
seat. 

Mr. Macon, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait on the President of the United States, and 
inform him that a quorum of the two Houses was 
assembled and ready to receive any communica- 
tions he might be pleased to make to them, re- 
ported that they had performed that duty, and 
the President answered he would make a com- 
munication to the two Houses of Congress to-day 
at twelve o’clock. 

A Message was then received from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unitep Srartes, which was read, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. [For this Message. 
see Senate proceedings of this date, ante page 12. ] 





Wepnespay, September 21. 


Several other members, to wit: from Massa- 
chusetts, Georce Brapsury ; from Rhode Island, 
Ricuarp Jackson, junior; from Pennsylvania, 
Witiram Finpcey and Eowarp Croucs; from 
Maryland, CuarLes Go_pssorouas; from North 
Carolina, Wittiam R. Kine; from South Caro- 
lina, Davip R. Evans and Joun J. Cuappe tr ; 
and from Georgia, Taomas TeLFair; appeared, 
and took their seats. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, the House 
proceeded to the appointment of the Standing 
Committees, pursuant to the rules and orders of 
the House ; and the following were appointed : 


Committee of Ways and Means.—Mr. Eppes, 
Mr. Fisk, of New York, Mr. Archer, Mr. Oakley, 
Mr. Gaston, Mr. Creighton, and Mr. Ingham. 

Committee of Elections.—Mr. Fisk of Vermont, 
Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. Vose, Mr. Comstock, Mr. 
Anderson, Mr. Alston, and Mr. Harris. 

Committee of Commerce and Manufactures.— 
Mr. Newton, Mr. Seybert, Mr. Murfree, Mr. 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Mr. Baylies, Mr. Gour- 
din, and Mr. Ruggles. 

Committee of Claims.—Mr. Yancey, Mr. Sharp, 
Mr. Goodwyn, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Alexander, 
Mr. Bard, and Mr. oe 

Committee for the District of Columbia.—Mr. 
Kent of Maryland, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crawford, Mr. 
Pearson, Mr. Bradley, Mr. White, and Mr. De- 
noyelles. 

Committee on the Public Lands.—Mr. McKee, 
Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Moseley, 
Mr. Geddes, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. McCoy. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
Mr. Rhea of Tennessee, Mr. Lyle, Mr. Brigham, 
Mr. Bayly, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Rich. 

Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
Claims.—Mr. Chappell, Mr. Bowen, Mr. Wilson 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. Sage, Mr. Ely, Mr. Wil- 
cox, and Mr. Conard. 

Committee on Public Expenditures.—Mr. Ma- 
con, Mr. Findley, Mr. Champion, Mr. King of 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Standing Committees—The President’s Message. 






304 


SEPTEMBER, 1814, 





North Carolina, Mr. Kent of New York, Mr. 
Hawkins, and Mr. Caldwell. 

Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Business, 
Mr. Stanford, Mr. Wheaton, and Mr. Bradbury. 

Committee of Accounts —Mr. Kershaw, Mr, 
Barnett, and Mr. John Reed. 

Committee on the Judiciary.—Mr. Ingersoll, 
Mr. Pleasants, Mr. Telfair, Mr. Sturges, Mr, 
Cooper, Mr. Fisk of Vermont, and Mr. Evans. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union ; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported the following resolutions, which were 
concurred in by the House: 

1. Resolved, That so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to 
the subject of foreign affairs be referred to a se- 
lect committee. 

2. Resolved, That so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to 
our Military Establishment be referred to a select 
committee. 

3. Resolved, That so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to 
our Naval Establishment be referred to a select 
committee. 

4, Resolved, That so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to 
our revenue be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

5. Resolved, That so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to 
the classing and disciplining of the militia be re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Clark, Mr. Ingersoll, Mr. 
Gholson, Mr. Grosvenor, Mr. Pearson, and Mr. 
McLean, were appointed a committee pursuant 
to the first resolution. 





Mr. Troup, Mr. Johnson of Kentucky, Mr. Se- 


vier, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Lovett, Mr. Tannehill, and 
Mr. Barbour, were appointed a committee pursu- 
ant to the second resolution. 

Mr. Pleasants, Mr. Burwell, Mr. Seybert, Mr. 
King of Massachusetts, Mr. Ormsby, Mr. Post, 
and Mr. Ward, were appointed a committee pur- 
suant to the third resolution. 

Mr. Jackson of Virginia, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. 
Desha, Mr. Hanson, Mr. Moseley, Mr. Piper, and 
Mr. Hubbard, were appointed a committee pur- 
suant to the fifth resolution. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Brab.ey, for consideration : 

Resolved, That, instead of the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, there shall be appointed two 
standing committees, the one to be styled “ a Com- 
mittee of Commerce,” and the other “a Committee 
of Manufactures,” to consist of seven members each. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 





Tuourspbay, September 22. 


Several other members, to wit: from New 
Hampshire, Jeputaun Witcox ; from New Jer- 
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sey, RicHaRD STOCKTON ; from South Carolina, | instructions as to their official duties, and a person in 
Eas Barve; and from Kentucky, WiuiaM P. | charge of the library of Congress, for the purpose of 
DuvaLt, appeared and took their seats. opening and airing the books, pursuant to the regula- 

A new member, to wit: Samuext Dana, elected | tions thereof; during my absence, the invasion of this 
to supply the vacancy occasioned in the repre- | city was effected by the enemy, and the destruction of 
sentation of the State of Massachusetts, by the | public property by them, in those departments imme- 
resignation of William M. Richardson, appeared, | diately under my superintendence, ensued ; and, for 
wen qualified, and took his seat. a more particular detail of the circumstances attending 

Mr. JENNINGS presented a memorial of the Le- that disastrous event, I must, through you, refer to a 
gislature of the Indiana Territory, praying that | statement of facts (submitted in a letter to me from 
further time may be given to purchasers of public | the clerks, who were left in the office after the militia 
lands in said Territory, to complete their pay- marched from the District) to the House, with a request 

i 


. : that a committee may be raised for the purpose of in- 
Oede ae Meer eG ae , rae Lane many - vestigating the subject-matter thereof, and report tothe 
vubdivided q ns may De! House accordingly ; and, also, that the Committee of 


; ., | Accounts may be instructed to ascertain, as near as can 
The Speaker presented a memorial of the said | p, the amount of money paid on account of the con- 

Legislature, to the same effect with the memorial | tingent expenses of the House, since the first day of 

last stated.—Referred to the Committee on the; January last, by the Clerk, thut he may have credit for 

Public Lands. the same at the Treasury, as the public vouchers for 
On motion of Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, the expenditure of the public money since that period 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judicia- | have all been destroyed in the conflagration of the 

ry be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | Capitol. Without the aid of such an ascertainment, 

making further provisions, by law, for aiding and | by a committee of the House, justice cannot be done 

protecting the officers of the customs in the exe- | to the undersigned or the public. 

cution of their official duties, and for preventing I am, sir, with respect, yours, &c. 

intercourse with the enemy. PATRICK MAGRUDER. 
On motion of Mr. Bravery, the House pro-| The Srsaxen of the House of Reps. 

ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by Crrr or Wasurxeton, Sept. 15, 1814. 

him yesterday, to amend the standing rules and} rn: In order to correct any erroneous statements 

orders, and the same being read, was again or- | or representations which may go, or have gone, out to 

dered to lie on the table. the public, in relation to the destruction of your office, 
On motion of Mr. Davenport, we deem it our duty to make the following statement 
Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, at | of facts : 

twelve o’clock, proceed tothe election of aChap-| At the time you left the city, (which was in the latter 

lain on their part. part of the month of July,) for the Springs in Virginia 
The following resolution was submitted by Mr. | 2nd Pennsylvania, for the recovery of your health, all 

Jounson, of Kentucky, for consideration : was quiet, and we believe no fears were entertained 


, , Pap rey? for the safety of the seat of Government. Indeed, 
ante eae ‘Manlenia Mbiae ws Gane nothing was heard of the enemy, except his maraud- 
my ; also, into the manner in which the public build- on putes Oe anes or fx = Eure - 
ings and property were destroyed, and the amount in ST eae ae eee 


; ; America. 
value of the property, public and private, so destroyed ; 7 : : 
and that they have As tele’ to sh > a caaeean d About the middle of August it was stated that the 


} 
' 
| 
| 


papers. enemy was in the bay, in great force, and, on the 19th 


of that month, the whole body of the militia of the 
Mr. GoLpsBorouGa, of Maryland, recommend- | District of Columbia was called out, under which call 
ed that the resolution might be laid on the table. | every clerk of the office was taken into the field, ex- 
[t i to him that the blowing up of Fort! cept Mr. Frost, and marched to meet the enemy. 
Warburton, and the occupation of Alexandria by 
the enemy, should be included in the inquiry. 
Mr. Jounson assenting to the proposition, the 
resolution was laid on the table. 


BURNING OF THE CAPITOL. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from Patrick Magruder, Clerk to this House, de- 
tailing the circumstances attending the destruc- 
tion of his office by the enemy ; which was read, 
and referred to Messrs. Pearson, Tevrair, Du- 
vaLL, WinteR, Warp of New Jersey, KersHaw 
aod Kerr. 

The letter is as follows: 


Crenx’s Orrice, Hovss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
September 20, 1814. 
Sir: Being compelled to leave home the latter part 
of July, for the Springs, on account of indisposition ; 
after leaving the clerks in charge of the office, with 


On the 2Ist, the first of the undersigned clerks was 
furloughed, by Brigadier General Smith, at the request 
of Colonel George Magruder, for the purpose of re- 
turning to the city, to take care of, and save such part 
of the books and papers of the Clerk’s office, as he 
might be able to effect, in case the enemy should get 
possession of the place; he arrived here in the night 
of that day. . 

His orders from Colonel George Magruder were, not 
to begin packing up until it was ascertained that the 
clerks at the War Office were engaged in that busi- 
ness; and it was not until 12 o’clock, on Monday, the 
22d, that we were informed that they had begun to 
move the effects of that office, although we were sub- 
sequently told that it had commenced the day before. 

We immediately went to packing up, and Mr. Burch 
went out in search of wagons or other carriages, for 
the transportation of the books and papers; every 
wagon, and almost every cart, belonging to the city, 
had been previously impressed into the service of the 
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United States, for the transportation of the baggage of 
the army; the few he was able to find were loaded 
with the private effects of individuals, who were mov- 
ing without the city ; those he attempted to hire, but, 
not succeeding, he claimed a right to impress them ; 
but, having no legal authority, or military force to aid 
him, he, of course, did not succeed. He then sent off 
three messengers into the country, one of whom ob- 
tained from Mr. John Wilson, whose residence is six 
miles from the city, the use of a cart and four oxen ; 
it did not arrive at the office, until after dark on Mon- 
day night, when it was immediately laden with the 
most valuable records and papers, which were taken, 
on the same night, nine miles, to a safe and secret place 
in the country. We continued to remove as many of 
the most valuable books and papers, having removed 
the manuscript records, as we were able to do with our 
one cart, until the morning of the day of the battle of 
Bladensburg, after which we were unable to take away 
anything further. 

Everything belonging to the office, together with the 
library of Congress, we venture to say, might have been 
removed in time, if carriages could have been procured ; 
but it was altogether impossible to procure them, either 
for hire, or by force. 


The most material papers which have been lost are, 
the last volumes of the manuscript records of the Com- 
mittees of Waysand Means, Claims and Pensions, and 
Revolutionary Claims; the clerks were engaged in 
bringing up these records previous to the alarm, and 
as it was not certain that the enemy would get to the 
city, and being desirous to have them completed, they 
were not packed away with the rest, but were kept 
out, that they might be finished by the meeting of 
Congress ; but with the intention of taking them to a 
private residence, if such removal should be found ne- 
cessary. After the defeat of our troops at Bladensburg, 
Mr. Frost removed them to the house commonly called 
General Washington’s, which house being unexpect- 
edly consumed by fire, these records were thus unfor- 
tunately lost. 


The secret journal of Congress was also consumed ; 
it was kept in a private drawer in the office, and in the 
hurry of removal was forgotten. Its contents, how- 
ever, have been, in most cases, published by order of 
the House. 

The manuscript papers, which have not been saved, 
were mostly of a private nature, consisting chiefly of 
petitions, and unimportant papers, presented previous 
to the year 1799. 

We regret very much the loss of your private ac- 
counts and vouchers, among which, we are sorry to 
add, were the receipts and accounts of the expenditure 
of the contingent moneys of the House of Represent- 
atives ; they were in the private drawer of Mr. George 
Magruder, which being locked, and the key not in our 
possession, we delayed to break it open until the last 
extremity, after which it escaped our recollection. 

It is well known to one of us, (Mr. Burch,) that the 
receipts were from the first of January last, and em- 
braced nearly the whole amount of the appropriation 
for the contingent expenses of the House. 

A number of the printed books were also consumed, 
but they were all duplicates of those which have been 
preserved. 

We have thus given you a full account of our pro- 
ceedings during the troublesome scene, and we flatter 
ourselves you will not see in them anything to disap- 








HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Capture of the City. 





308 


Serremser, 1614 


prove, as we were guided solely by a zealous endeayo, 
to discharge our duty to you, and to the eee. 
8S. BURCH, 
J. T. FROST, 
To Patrick Maeruper, Esq. 





Fripvay, September 23. 


Several other members, to wit: from New 
York, Morris S. Mitver and Exisua J. Wiy. 
TER ; from New Jersey, Lewis Conpicr, Tuomis 
Warp, and Wititam Cox; from Maryland, AL. 
EXANDER McKim and Rogert Warigut; from 
North Carolina, Israge. Pickens; and from South 
Carolina, Witt1am Lownpss; appeared and took 
their seats. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, presented a petition 
of sundry inhabitants of the city of New York, 
praying that an act may be passed to incorporate 
a National Bank.—Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Larrimors, the petition of 
the Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, rel- 
ative to the right of suffrage, presented on the 
12th of February, 1814, was referred to Messrs, 
Lattimore, Dana, and Voss. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a resolution for the 
appointment of two Chaplains, one by each House, 
who shall interchange weekly, in which resolu- 
tion they ask the concurrence of this House. 

The resolution was read, and concurred in by 
the House. 

The House then proceeded by ballot to the 
election of a Chaplain to Congress on their part; 
and upon an examination of the ballots it appeared 
ws the Reverend Osapian B. Brown was duly 
elected. 


CAPTURE OF THE CITY. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Jonnson, re- 
sumed the consideration of the resolution offered 
by him on yesterday, which was again read as 
follows: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the causes of the capture of this city by the enemy, 
the manner in which the public buildings and property 
was destroyed, and also into the amount in value of 
the property, public and private, so destroyed ; and that 
they have power to send for persons and papers.” 


Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, expressed his regret at 
the absence from the House of the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. Gotpsgorovgn) at whose 
suggestion this resolution had yesterday been laid 
on the table. Mr. L. said it was his wish that 
the House should also inquire into the manner 
and reasons of the capitulation of Alexandria, avd 
of the destruction of Fort Warburton. As re- 
spected the town of Alexandria, he knew that i\s 
conduct had been much misunderstood, and by 
some, misrepresented He desired to know the 
facts on this subject. 

Mr. Jounson madea few general observations 02 
the nature of thisinquiry. His object he declared 
to be, an inquiry into the preparations made, and 
the measures authorized and adopted by the Ad- 
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’ ministration for thedefence of the District previous 
* to its invasion, and into the collection and disposi- 
tion of this foree by the commanding officers of 
the various descriptions.of it. He adverted to the 
_— various opinionsentertained not only ata distance 
" but even in this District, in respect to the merits 
of all to whom might attach praise or censure in 
Ls regard to the recent transactions. If there was 
blame, as even those who defended all parties ap- 
_ peared to admit, he wished to know with whom 
| it rested. He had no inclination, having this 
single object in view, to encumber the inquiry 
with matters unconnected with his object, and 
was therefore averse to retaining the clause pro- 
posing an inquiry into the amount of private prop- 
erty destroyed. 

Mr. Lewis said he was as desirous as the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky could possibly be for a ful! 
andearly inquiry, but he did think that everything 
relating to the occurrence within the District 
_ would come fairly within the inquiry. The town 
- of Alexandria was an important part of the Dis- 
trict. The whole District is equally under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of Congress, and Mr. L 

’ said it was due to all that the inquiry should be 
general. But, asthe gentleman was unwilling 
to accede to such an amendment as he wished to 
propose, he would waive it for the present, and 
offer it in the shape of a distinct resolution. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, said he was 
_ sorry he could not. accord in the propriety of with- 
| drawing the proposed amendment. The subject 

_ of the capitulation of Alexandria, and the previous 
_ destruction of Fort Warburton, was closely con- 
- nected with that of the capture of thecity. This 

District, under the exclusive control of Congress, 

had been approached by the enemy in different 

directions, up the Patuxent and the Potomac, by 
_ two divisions of the same force. It was prema- 
ture now to give any opinion where the blame, 
if any, of what had happened should rest. He 
hoped it would rest nowhere ; that the recent dis- 
aster would be found to be the result of the par- 
ticular situation of the country, which precluded 
any adequate defence. But, if there was an in- 
quiry, he hoped it would be a thorough one; one 
. which would satisfy the nation where the blame 
_ ought to rest. In this view, he thought it would 
_ beidle to inquire why the Capitol fell, distinguish- 
it from any other part of the District. Fort 
arburton was one of its defences; the destruc- 
tion of it carries on its face great cause of suspi- 
cion—and ought therefore to be a particular sub- 
ject of inquiry ; and, certainly, if any part of the 
subject was worthy of inquiry, this was.. The 
gentleman from Maryland being absent, he would 
therefore propose an amendment in the following 
words: “and into the causes which induced the 
destruction of Fort Warburton and capitulation 
of Alexandria.” 

Mr. Jounson had no objection to including 
Fort Warburton in the inquiry, but objected to 
also including Alexandria. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, said he did 
not doubt that the object of all those who inter- 
ested themselves in this matter, was to havea full 
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investigation of the subject in a national view. 
Instead, then, of inquiring into the particular de- 
tails, he would wish to have the inquiry general, 
and couched in the very terms in which the Pres- 
ident had brought it before Congress, in his Mes- 
sage, and he should move to amend this motion 
accordingly. Mr. G. then stated his proposed 
amendment. 

Mr. Grosvenor withdrawing his proposed 
amendment, Mr. Jonnson accepted Mr. Gas- 
Ton’s amendment to his motion ; making it, with 
a further modification suggested by Mr. Gros- 
vENOR, read as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the causes of the success of the enemy in his late 
enterprises against the Metropolis, and the neighborng 
town of Alexandria, and into the manner in which the 
public buildings and property were destroyed, and the 
amount thereof; and that they have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, took occasion to 
state his opinion that it would have been more 
Parliamentary to have inquired into the causes 
of the failure of the United States to defend the 
District, than of the enemy’s success in his enter- 
prise against it. But Mr. W. did not move any 
amendment. 

The motion as it now stands was agreed to, 
without a dissenting voice; and Mr. Jounson, 
of Kentucky, Mr. Lownpes, Mr. Srocxron, Mr. 
Miter, Mr. Gotpssorovues, Mr. Barsour, and 
Mr. Pickens, were appointed a committee pursu- 
ant to the said resolution. 


Monpay, September 26. 


Several other members, to wit: from New 
York, Samuet Suerwoop, Wituiam Irvine, 
and Jonn Lerrerts, appeared and took their 
seats. 

A new member, to wit: from Massachusetts, 
Joun W. Huczert, elected to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Daniel Dewey, 
appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Kent, of Maryland, presented a petition 
from the President and Directors of the Wash- 
ington Bridge Company ; also,a petition from 
the President Directors of the Eastern Branch 
Bridge Company ; respectively praying compen- 
sation for said bridges, they having been destroy- 
ed by the armed forces of the United States.— 
Referred to the Secretary of War. 

On motion of Mr. Larrimore, the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of the House of 
Representatives of the Mississippi Territory, pray- 
ing an extension of the right of suffrage, were in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 
ing the number of the members of the Legislative 
Council of said Territory ; with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a resolution for the 
appointment of a joint committee to have the 
application of the money appropriated for the 
use of the Library, in which they ask the con- 
currence of this House. 
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The resolution was read, and concurred in by | Resolved, That a committtee be appointed to ingui 


the House; and Mr. Seysert, Mr. Lownpes, 
and Mr. Gastron, were appointed the committee 
on the part of this House. 

The Sreaxer laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
his annual report on the state of the finances of 
the United States; which were read, and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States transmitting copies of a letter 
from Admiral Cochrane, commanding His Brit- 
annic Majesty’s naval forces on the American 
Station, to the Secretary of State, with his an- 
swer, and of a reply from Admiral Cochrane.— 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. Fisk, of New York, rose and addressed 
the House, as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: Upon a subject which has for 
several weeks past attracted the attention of this 
body, and indeed of every person in this nation, I 
feel it my duty to submit a resolution to bring the 
question promptly and fully before this House 
for examination and discussion. After the peo- 
ple of this country had recovered from the sur- 
prise and astonishment they felt at hearing of 
the capture of this city, and the destruction of the 
public buildings, their first inquiry was, where 
shall Congress sit with safety and convenience ? 
Some designated one place, some another; but 
few, if any, imagined that the Councils of the 
nation would continue here. It is not merely ne- 
cessary that the members of the General Govern- 
ment should be secure in their own opinion, they 
must be so in the opinion of the nation. The 
confidence and credit of the nation is identified 
with the security of the public Councils, and the 
safety of the public records. Menace this safety, 
and public confidence is impaired, public credit is 
shaken. 

It was supposed, as well in as out of this House, 
that Congress would at an early day take this 
subject into consideration. 

There are, I am well aware, upon this measure, 
a variety of opinions. The question is one of 
some delicacy, much interest and importance, 
worthy of attentive examination and deliberate 
decision. If it should be agitated, as [ apprehend 
it is, in some degree to excite inquiry, to raise 
expectations, or create an interest by informal 
discussion, it js best to bring it directly and for- 
mally before this House, that it may be here ex- 
amined, decided, and put at rest. With this view, 
and under these impressions, I have risen to ask 
the attention of the House to the resolution I am 
about to offer. If we are to have a temporary 
removal of the Seat of Government until the 
public edifices can be rebuilt. our public library 
and documents replaced, the sooner this shall be 
decided the better; and if we are to remain here, 
itis, under existing circumstances, desirable that 
this should be determined by a vote of Congress, 
and preparations made accordingly. I therefore 
submit the following resolution: 
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into the expediency of removing the Seat of Govern. 


ment, during the present session of Congress, to , 
place of greater security and less inconvenience t),, 
the City of Washington; with leave to report by jj 
or otherwise. 


The question on taking this resolution jp; 
consideration was decided as follows, by yeas aq) 
aod nays: For consideration 79, against it 37,9, 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, A). 
cher, Avery, Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Boy) 
Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, Caldwell, Chay. 
pion, Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conarj. 
Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, 
Dana, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Duvall, Ely, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Noy 
York, Gaston, Geddes, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Harris, 
ere Hulbert, Ingham, Irwin, Jackson of Rho. 
Island, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, Markell, McLean, Moj. 
fit, Moseley, Murfrey, Oakley, Piper, Post, John Reed, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Sage, Seybert, 
Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Stanford, Sturges, Typ. 
nehill, Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachy. 
setts, Ward of New York, Wheaton, Wilcox, ani 
Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Burwell, 
Cuthbert, Eppes, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, 
Goodwyn, Hall, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, Jackson 
of Virginia, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King 
of North Carolina, Lewis, McCoy, McKee, McKin, 
Montgomery, Newton, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Roane, Sevier, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Stuart, Tel- 
fair, Troup, Wright, and Yancey. 


So the House agreed to consider the resolution. 


Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, was opposed to the 
removal of the Seat of Government under any 
circumstances whatever. He was _ particularly 
opposed to it for the reasons stated in the resolu- 
tion—he did not believe the City of Washington 
more vulnerable than any other situation east of 
the Alleghany Mountain, nor as much so as Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia, or even Lancaster; to one 
of which, he understood, it was the wish of ger- 
tlemen to carry it. Mr. L. said, the natural 
situation of Washington was as well calculated 
to resist an enemy as any to which gentlemen 
could desire to remove; and the circumstance 0! 
its having been invaded, was no reason why |! 
should be abandoned. 

If proper preparations for resistance had beea 
made by those whose duty it was to have made 
them, Washington had been safe against double 
the number of its invaders. Instead, then, of 
removing the Seat of Government, let us do our 
duty by compelling others to do theirs. Let forti- 
fications be immediately constructed and defend- 
ed by a sufficient number of men inured to tie 
duties of the camp, and we have nothing to fear 
hereafter. It would, in his opinion, be degrading, 
under present circumstances, to remove from this 
place. Our enemies had exultingly declared that 
Congress had been driven from their seat, and 
should no longer continue there. Let us nol, 


then, fulfil their predictions and gratify theit 
On the score of accommodations, Mr. 


wishes. 
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——————eO 
L. observed, that although the present Hall was 
not as spacious and magnificent as the one we 
had been accustomed to occupy, yet it was as 





- convenient as any we might calculate on getting 


elsewhere; at all events, it would do very well 


_ ington. 


until another could be built in the City of Wash- 
He stated, that although from the words 
of the resolution a temporary removal was only con- 
templated, yet he verily believed that, when once 


- started, it would never again return, and he feared 


he Sie so@ ie 


a 


the consequences that would follow. The States 
of Virginia and Maryland had made large dona- 
tions in money to aid in the improvement of the 
City of Washington as the permanent Seat of 
the General Government, and they would not 
willingly submit to the sacrifice. Hundreds and 


' thousands of individuals had been induced, from 
a perfect confidence in the permanency of the 
- Seat of the National Government, to expend 


their all in its improvement, who will be re- 


- duced to be gary and want if this resolution is 


adopted. The original proprietors of the ground 
upon which the city stands, had given to the 
Government two-thirds of their property for pub- 
lic uses; the greater part of which had been sold 
by the Government, and the proceeds appropria- 
ted to public purposes. Would it be just to 
sacrifice these people? Mr. L. exhorted the House 
to reflect on the consequences of adopting the 
resolution. He hoped, by rejecting it, that an 
end would be put to similar attempts hereafter, 
and that the good people of the District would be 


_ permitted to repose in safety upon the faith of 
| the Constitution and the law, and would be suf- 


_ out the dread of bein 
_ ortwelve years, Mr, 


fered to continue their improvements here with- 
sacrificed. For the last ten 
. observed, similar attempts 


| had been made, the effect of which was to create 
' alarm and paralyze exertion and improvement, to 


the great injury of the public. 


He hoped the 


_ vote which would now be given would siience 
| forever attempts which could do no good, but 


much harm. 
Mr. Newron, of Virginia, also opposed the re- 


_ solution, in an energetic manner, on the grounds 
_ of expediency and Constitutionality. He also 
alluded to the danger of intrigue, in the opera- 


_ tions of the Government; which, he said, was’ 


the species of friction most dangerous to the regu- 


larity and stability of Republican Government. 


Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, in an impress- 


_ ive manner warned the House against listening 


to this proposition; and, among other observa- 


_ tions, in his usual forcible manner, said, that if 
_ the Seat of Government was once set on wheels, 


there was no saying where it would stop. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, expatiated on the in- 
conveniences under which Congress legislated in 
this place. Their documents, he said, were strick- 
en from their hands. This was a time, he said, 
requiring the united endeavors and the most in- 
telligent exertion of the Public Councils. to save 
the nation. The people would not be disappoint- 
ed, he said, to find Congress, with the view of 
promoting this paramount object, removing to a 
place of safety, where the means of information 
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were more at hand than here; to a place more 
connected with the moneyed interest of the na- 
tion; where they could have a better opportunity 
to call into action the resources of the nation. 
As to violation of the public faith, as to any act 
which would have the effect to injure individuals, 
or to affect injuriously the States of Maryland or 
Virginia, he would be among the last to propose 
either. He did not view a temporary removal of 
the Seat of Government to a place of greater safety 
in thatlight. Gentlemen would admit there might 
be cases in which removal might be necessary, 
as in case of sickness, famine, threatened or actual 
invasion. The argument against the motion ap- 
peared to rest on this basis—that if the Govern- . 
ment were temporarily removed, it would never 
return to this place. Were gentlemen aware of 
the bearing of this argument? It was nothing 
more than saying, that on a removal to any 
other place, the inconveniences of this would ap- 
pear by contrast so strongly, that the Govern- 
ment could never be induced to return. He 
hoped arguments of this character would not in- 
duce the House to refuse an inquiry into this 
subject. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, said he would vote 
against the resolution, and observed, that the 
reasons offered for it appear to be derived from 
inconvenience to Congress. That inconvenience 
is said to arise from loss of public documents, and 
inconvenience of living. In respect to living, he 
would make no observations. In respect to pub- 
lic documents, he observed, the loss thereof was 
great; but the probability is, that that loss can be 
met as well in this city as elsewhere. Congress, 
at the commencement of this Government, had 
no precedents to direct them, except what the 
proceedings of the Old Congress afforded. That 
several copies of the journals of the Old Congress, 
and also some copies of the journals of Congress 
under the present Government, may be had in 
this city is presumed. 

He said he would pass over the Constitutional 
objection to a removal, and observe, that for 
Congress to remove from the District of Colum- 
bia because the public buildings were destroyed, 
may be assimilated to the removal of a man from 
his farm because a banditti had burned his house. 
For a man so to remove would be deemed an act 
of puerility, and display absence of wisdom and 
fortitude. 

The eyes of Europe will be drawn to the re- 
sult of the proposed resolution. A removal by 
them will be ascribed to a want of firmness; and 
at this particular time that Congress do manifest 
firmness and determination is safe and honorable; 
and so it will appear to all, on the present ques- 
tion. This House has an opportunity to manifest 
that firmness to the nation and to the world. 

Mr. Pearson, of North Carolina, said he had 
supposed that a gentleman who could have sum- 
moned up so much fortitude as to introduce the 
resolution now under consideration, would have 
given to the subject that reflection which would 
have enabled him to offer some better ground for 
it, some plausible reason why this most extraor- 
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dinary and unheard of proposition should be 
adopted. If there wasa man in this House, or 
in the nation, who could vote for the motion from 
motives of mere personal convenience, that man 
in his judgment deserved the execration of his 
country. if there were any great national object 
which required that this motion should be adopt- 
ed; that the public faith should be violated; that 
the persons who compose the population of this 
city should be stripped of their property, acquired 
under the faith of the Government, should be 
turned out beggars on the community, the House 
would very properly enter into a consideration of 
sucha motion. But what reasons are now offered 
for it? The gentleman who introduced does not 
say that he himself is afraid toremain here. But 
the gentleman says the people are agitated and 
uneasy, and desire the Government to remove to 
a place of safety. Were the people to think for 
the gentleman on matters coming before him 
here, or was he to think for himself? Were the 
members to consult their distant constituents 
whether they were safe in remaining, or was this 
House to determine for itself? The gentleman 
had said the proposed removal is only tempo- 
rary; but his arguments look to a permanent re- 
moval. Where, if not here, is the gentleman to 
get those records, those steering oars to guide 
him in this difficult road? The pablic library is 
destroyed, but there are as good in this District 
as in any place to which it is now proposed to 
remove. The gentleman may, if he thinks pro- 
per; within the compass of ten miles, obtain all 
the books he ever read. The gentleman had in- 
timated that Congress might, in a commercial 
city, obtain facilities in our financial transactions, 
and with more readiness procure money to carry 
on this war. All these arguments go to favor a 
permanent removal. If he was certain of any 
one thing, Mr. P. said, it was, that the Constitu- 
tion precluded Congress from such removal. 
The law establishing a permanent seat of Gov- 
ernment was bottomed on the Constitution ; and, 
in consequence of its passage, the whole soil of 
the District had been transferred in fee simple to 
the President of the United States, upon the ex- 
press condition that that act of Congress was car- 
rying the Constitution into effect. What would 
gentlemen do with those thousands of people who 
had expended their substance in building and 
improving the place, and, relying on the public 
faith pledged by solemn acts, had given their 
er into the hands of the Government? 

he man who, in cold blood, could place the citi- 
zens of this place in the condition in which they 
would be in the event of removal, for considera- 
tions of a private nature, deserved eternal punish- 
ment. In another point of view, Mr. P. said, it 
seemed to him that gentlemen who were regard- 
ful of the honor of the country, would not be 
ready to heap disgrace upon disgrace, and add to 
the disaster of the enemy’s success against this 
place; that they would be prevented by their 
national, or even party pride, from permitting 
the enemy to obtain a greater triumph than they 
have already obtained. The President had in- 


o 


formed Congress, in his Message, that the public 
buildings had been destroyed, but that only , 
momentary inconvenience had thereby resuite, 
to the Government. If, aiter this, Congress 
should, under the impulse of terror, or any other 
motive, remove from here, they will only give 
cause of triumph to the enemy. So far from ep. 
tering into the feelings of the nation, for such 
conduct the people would scout us from our seats, 
What,sir! Shall the Representatives of a coup. 
try like this, with thousands and tens of thov. 
sands of citizens ready to offer up their blood jp 
its defence—shall we go off in a panic from q 
place not even menaced by,the enemy? To do 
so would be ten times more degrading than the 
result of the late incursion of the enemy. Mr. 
P. made a number of other pertinent remarks, 
and concluded by saying, that, in the language o; 
his colleague, to set the Government on wheels, 
would give play to the worst passions of the 
worst men, and everything would become fair 
game for ambition and intrigue. 

Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, said he had 
voted to consider this motion, because he was 
desirous to treat with due respect every proposi- 
tion made by a member of this House. But he 
asked, now, what great advantage would be de- 
rived from committing this subject, respecting 
which there could be no hesitation in deciding. 
The subject doubtless had been well considered 
before it was introduced into the House. For 
what, said he, are we now called upon to remove 
from this place? He was not about to say whe- 
ther this place was the best that could have been 
selected for the Seat of Government. On that 
question he said he should not know what course 
to give to his own vote. But the question of re- 
moval at this moment was a very different one. 
Are we now called on, said he, to strike the stand- 
ard of the nation? To say to the enemy, you 
have been here once, and may come again? No, 
sir; let us rally around it. The enemy, indeed, 
had once been here, and for his part he wished 
they might attempt to come again. It was time 
enough for Congress to move when they were in 
sight. He should doubt whether the honorable 
members of this House would then flee before 
them. Having assisted in calling the nation to 
war, he was ready to take part in it himself. He 
would rather sit under canvass in the city than 
remove one mile out of it toa palace. There 
had been no strength measured with the enemy 
in defending this place, and he would not, by 
deserting it, give him more credit than he had 
derived. The men of this District, led by proper 
officers, would, he believed, always do their duty 
and defend their city. Do we see any danger! 
Do you wish to examine the Faculty to know 
whether you are safe here? Or the Clergy to 
know if they will consent to pay the proper at- 
tention to those who could not get away in case 
the enemy should a second time visit the place? 
He hoped no committee would be raised on the 
subject. When the enemy were at the gate, I! 
would be time enough to abandon their posts. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, said he hoped, 
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before the question was taken, he should be al- 
lowed to take a calm and dispassionate view of it. 
He agreed entirely with the gentleman from 
North Carolina, that whoever voted from per- 
sonal motives on this question, whether for or 
against it, deserved condemnation. Although, 
said Mr. G., I might have personal or local feel- 
ings on the occasion, they shall not operate if I 
can throw them from me. I will look entirely 
to the good of the nation in the vote I am about 
to give. Mr. G. said he viewed the proposed 
temporary removal as no violation of the public 
faith. If it was, the public faith was so violated 
in 1794, when the President alone was authorized 
to change the place of meeting. Gentlemen had 
said, if the Government once began to roll, it 
would never return. Is this the true and proper 
place for the Seat of Government? If it be, how 
can gentlemen say it will not return immediately 
after the causes for its present removal shall 
The Seat of Government will 


_ in such case gravitate as certainly to this position 


S&S Pe gabenine 


and go to a committee. 





as the needle to the pole. All the arguments, 
therefore, against the removal, on the ground that 
it would be permanent, ought to be thrown out 
of consideration, as they had nothing to do with 
the question. Let the resolution take its course 
Suppose at the time 
Congress met, that the enemy could have held 
the place, or was in force on the water to occupy 
the place the next day. Would Congress, in such 
a case, attempt to sit here? The question was 
not, however, whether any exigency would jus- 
tify the removal from this place, because that 


' principle has been long ago decided by the pas- 


_ sage of the act to which he had before alluded ; 
_ the question was, whether this was such an exi- 
_ gency as to require the removal? He saw no 
_ reason, therefore, why the adoption of the ques- 
_ tion should excite such a feeling as appeared to 
_ prevail, ualess gentlemen were desirous to place 


their argument on the ground they had unguard- 


| edly disclosed, that this was the very worst place 


the gentleman from 


The idea of 
outh Carolina was singu- 
lar, who conceived that a removal would be 
striking our colors. Wait, says the gentleman, 
till the enemy comes and chases you off! That, 
said Mr. G., is the dishonor which I dread from 
remaining, the very disgrace I wish to avoid. 
You now sit coolly and deliberately; you may 
remove without disgrace or dishonor. But if 
this be a point which you cannot defend against 
an enemy, why talk like children about remain- 
ing here and having your heads cut off rather 
than remove? The gentleman from Tennessee, 
comparing the city toa farm, says, if his house 
was burned, he would not therefore move off his 
farm. But suppose a neighbor would politely 
offer him a clean bed, excellent food. and proper 
utensils for cooking and providing for his wants 
would he refuse the use of them and rather sleep 
in his barn? The occupation of this city was 
one of the events of war, and was anticipated 
last Summer, when it was the subject of secret 
debate. To remove from the city temporarily 


in the nation for Congress to sit in. 





was one of those occurrences in life to which we 
must submit, and is no more disgrace than the 
ordering the necessary retreat of an army. If it 
shall appear folly to remain here, this is the mo- 
ment to remove. If we are to stay here till the 
enemy comes, to sit and be dragged from our 
seats, the President stolen—and there is nothing 
now to guard against it; if we are to run all risks 
for false honor, let us have no argument; let us 
say at once we will be self-devoted. This war, 
gentlemen well knew, might continue for years. 
If a peace did not take place now, he feared it 
would be long before it did. What, then, was 
the condition of the Government in this District? 
Let gentlemen ask themselves fairly. Were they 
willing to appropriate the money of the people of 
the United States to build a Capitol, to plant it 
in this District, where it might be destroyed in 
twenty days? No, gentlemen said, they would 
defend it, at an expense of ten or twelve millions; 
for that much it would cost, so indefensible is 
this point. Did not the interest of the country, 
Mr. G. asked, require them to remove to a place 
of security, where it would not be necessary to 
expend ten or fifteen millions, or any other sum, 
in the simple defence of Congress? Would gen- 
tlemen say that Congress were safe without an 
army to protect them? No. For it was well 
known that, without such a protection, the frig- 
ates may be thrown up the river and drive Con- 
gress off. Were gentlemen ready to divert the 
public money from the great object of prosecuting 
the war, to raise an army solely for defending 
this place? Mr. G. slightly noticed the incon- 
venience cf this place to the members; the want 
of information, &c. Where were they to go for 
libraries? Would gentlemen appropriate thou- 
sands and thousands to obtain another library to 
replace that which was burnt by the enemy? 
These inconveniences, added to insecurity, urged 
the immediate removal of Congress. Hesaid he 
had steered clear of all idea of permanent re- 
moval, for he was not one of those who yielded 
to the opinion that, after removal to any other 
place, the impropriety of returning to this place 
will be so palpable that they could never obtain 
a vote for it. Indeed, if gentlemen desired it, he 
was, for one, willing to give a pledge, in case of 
the removal, in the act itself, to return here at 
the close of the war. 

Mr. Trovp, of Georgia, the chairman of the 
Military Committee, made a very succinet and 
clear statement of the defences provided and 
about to be provided for the city. [This state- 
ment, however proper and necessary to be pre- 
sented to the House, is not deemed by the re- 
porter to be proper for publication, and is there- 
fore omitted. | 

Mr. T. concluded by observing that it was the 
opinion of those qualified to judge, and indeed 
it was his opinion, that the city was entirely pro- 
tected from assault by land, and soon would be 
by water. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, rose to offer a few 
ideas to the House. which he said had occurred 
to him since the subject had been presented this 
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morning. Granting to gentlemen premises they 
had taken, and ceding the justice of a part of 
their reasoning, when tested and made applicable 
to the real question, neither one nor the other ap- 
peared to him to lead to the conclusions they had 
drawn. Cede the Constitutional question that 
the Seat of Government might be removed by 
Congress; cede too that there is some cause for 
this removal; we have yet to inquire, said he, 
whether or not this is an exigency requiring re- 
moval, and then, whether we can remove advan- 
tageously. First, as to the causes of removal. 

hatarethey? Famine? Aninvading army? 
Neither. An invading army has indeed pene- 
trated to the city, and what have they done? 
With traits of barbarity better suited to Vandals 
than to Britons, they sacked a few buildings, and 
retired so precipitately, abandoned it so disgrace- 
fully as toleave many of their most valuable officers 
and soldiers even slightly wounded in our hands. 
Where now is that enemy? Is he at Baltimore. 
Philadelphia, or New York—or where is he? 
Perhaps, if Congress were to decide on removing, 
the first step would bring them to face that incur- 
sive foe whose approach gentlemen appeared to 
dread. When the emergency did exist, Mr. H. 
said he would go with gentlemen in seeking out 
a place of greater security. But at this moment, 
he could but view this as a question of panic. 
Remove now, said he, and what spectacle will 
you exhibit to thecommunity ? The enemy has 
retreated in such a manner as to induce no belief 
of his desire to return. The enterprise which 
made him master of this city was desperate in its 
character, and marked by a degree of bravery 
amounting to rashness ; and every one will admit 
that had the energies of the Government been pro- 
perly brought into action, he would have retreated 
with much greater loss. Nay, Mr. H. said, he 
would venture to assert, that three thousand brave 
men, led and kept in action, would have prevented 
the enemy from entering the capital; and that 
one thousand men in the Capitol alone with mus- 
ketry would have defended the Capitol against 
the invaders. Grant that Congress has the power 
to remove the Seat of Government. Had the 
emergency occurred? Had the enemy presented 
that formidableattitude to require their flight from 
the Capitol? Wasthe enemy evenathand? Had 
he footing even in the borders of our country? No, 
even there he was flying before a small undisci- 
plined force: the patriotic volunteers of New 
York and Vermont, one fourth the number of the 
enemy, had driven him beforethem. Just at this 
moment, too, when we are gaining most splendid 
victories over them in their own territory, he 
could not see the reason for removal from our 
capital. It must be a feeling of panic only which 
recommends it, and he would not consent to ex- 
hibitit to his orany other country. What trophy 


could the enemy exhibit from his visit to this 
place? It would be asked in Europe, what blood 
had been spilt in its defence—who had fallen? 
It would be seen the Government was again pur- 
omng its course, unawed and uninterrupted. He 

d not give the world reason to say otherwise 
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by the removal of the Government from this 
place. If this was false pride, if this was false 
honor, Mr, H. said, let him thus ever maintain 
what he believed to be the real honor of the na- 
tion, of which some gentlemen had so lightly 
spoken. When the emergency does exist, the peo- 
ple will sanction the removal, but not till then, 
If the danger does exist, and there is an incompe- 
tent force for repelling it, said Mr. H., as gentle- 
men on the other side aver, let them take care 
that this nation, that other nations, and posterity, 
do not make some strong inquiries of them, 
Have they gone hand in hand with the Execu- 
tive in making provision of the means for our de- 
fence? If this error did exist, Mr. H. said he was 
unwilling to add others to it. He was unwilling 
to add one disgrace to another, by flying now from 
that enemy who has so precipitately fled from us. 
The feelings of gentlemen were warm from see- 
ing the situation of their Capitol, and he feared 
they were too much influenced by them. When 
danger is proved, Mr. H. said he should deem 
himself unwise if he did not go with gentlemen 
in voting for removal. But as to the inconveni- 
ence spoken of, it was certainly more nominal 
than real. If local considerations were to prevail 
in favor of removal to any other place, he thought 
it would not be difficult to show, go where they 
will, Congress will produce a pressure on a ma- 
jority ofthat community. It was true that promi- 
nent men may take advantage of it, but it will 
Operate as a prejudice to the people generally 
among whom Congress locate themselves. Re- 
move from here momentarily or otherwise, aud 
every prospect of the people of this city is blasted 
and withered. In voting fora removal, under pres- 
ent circumstances, he believed Congress would vio- 
late the national faith, sacrifice thousandsand thov- 
sands of people who ought to be protected, and ex- 
hibit a panic to an enemy from whom we have 
nothing to fear, and who has of his own accord 
precipitately abandoned our territory. 

Mr. Oakcey, of New York, next spoke. He 
said, that if indeed the enemy had abandoned our 
country at every point, it could not be justly sup- 
posed that Congress would be influenced by a panic 
in removing from this place. If the enemy be en- 
tirely out of view, this question may be discussed 
without that sort of feeling which some appear 
to entertain of it. Mr. O. said he would endeavor 
never to debate with feeling or passion, which 
was notatall conducive to inquiry intotruth. If 
they could not approach this question without 
appeals to the passions and fears of the members, 
it certainly was no proof of its indisputable inex- 
pediency. He was well aware, he said, of the 
interest which this District felt in the decision of 
this question ; but it was proper that that interest 
should be manifested in a becoming manner. It 
was proper that considerations of this kind should 
have their proper influence ; but when he heard 
gentlemen tell the House that by a temporary re- 
moval they would ruin thousands and thousands 
of individuals, he must believe it mere fanciful 
declamation. It was true, that a removal might 
injure individuals; but he presumed no gentle- 
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mun in the House would hesitate to make a fair 
and liberal compensation by way of indemnity to 
such sufferers. It was a cardinal poiat in his 
politics, Mr. O. said, that the national faith should 
be preserved inviolate, even when improperly 
pledged, unless where considerations of a para- 
mount nature forbade it. Gentlemen had talked 
about the national faith—but were they not aware 
that national contracts frequently cannot be ful- 
filled in the spirit in which they are made; and 
would they say that there might not be cases 
in which necessity would impose on them a 
course different from that pursued in ordinary 
cases? As to the expediency of removal, this 
was a mere proposition for inquiry, and if on in- 
quiry it should appear that Congress cannot be 
more easily protected from the enemy, and better 
accommodated elsewhere, the arguments of gen- 
tlemen would apply, &c. &c. No temporary re- 
moval, Mr. O. said, would bea violation of the 
national faith. When we speak of a permanent 
seat of Government in the most literal sense, we 
speak of it subject to casualties. As to the panic 
alleged, were the enemy at our doors, the remark 
might be correct, but not otherwise. While, how- 
ever, Mr. O. said he would not remove at present 
under the impulse of fear, he would not remain 
from false courage. There was courage of one 
kind, and courage of another kind—the one ani- 
mating the soldier in the fight, the other fortify- 
ing the citizen in the discharge of hisduties. To 
be sure, members of Congress might put them- 
selves on a par with the miserable wretches who 
fill the ranks of the enemy, and march forth to 
battle. But when we are sent here, said he, it is 
to legislate, to provide the ways and means to pay 
those who are to fight. Whilst we transact the 
business of legislators, and put means into others 
hands to carry on the war, we are in the line of 
our duty. On some occasions it is glorious to 
gentlemen to take uparms and maintain the prin- 
ciples they have asserted by their votes; and there 
were some in this House who could boast of hav- 
ing done so; but, in general, legislation required 
tranquillity and separation from other duties. The 
incursion of the enemy, he said, instead of afford- 
ing reasons against a removal of the Seat of Gov- 
ment, afforded conclusive arguments in favor of 
it. Ithad certainly shown one thing: that this 
was not a proper situation for the Seat of Govern- 
ment, because it is owing to the forbearance of 
the enemy that Congress had now a single roof to 
cover their heads whilst deliberating on the con- 
cerns of the nation. He called upon gentlemen 
to say whether it would be proper to remain at a 
place where the public documents were so much 
exposed to destruction, unless protected at an ex- 
pense which was most disproportionate to the 
object. The gentleman from Georgia said the 
place was defensible. They had been told so 
always. They had been told so by the consti- 
tuted authorities, as far as they could speak, at 
the moment when the enemy invaded the Capital. 
As to the defence by the militia, the force which 
is destined for the defence of this District as had 
been stated to this House, it was at once the most 
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expensive and least efficientforce. Notwithstand- 
ing the great services they had sometimes ren- 
dered, Mr. O. said he could have no dependence 
on themilitia. It ought not to be tolerated, when 
every means ingenuity could devise was stretched 
to the utmost extent to prosecute the war, that 
Congress should sit here at such a cost. The 
enemy had retreated precipitately from this place, 
Mr. O. admitted, but they had immediately at- 
tacked another city; and our Government had 
been officially given to understand, that the en- 
emy intended to pursue this course. He would 
not rely, therefore, on the forbearance or inability 
of an enemy who were both able and willing to 
annoy us. It was not disgraceful to feel alarm 
at the exposed situation of the place. The ex- 
posure was brought upon us by the war. Every 
point could not be defended; and Congress would 
deserve the meed of wisdom and prudence fur re- 
moving hence, if by a removal they could be bet- 
ter accommodated, relieve the finances from the 
enormous burden of defending the city by a militia 
force, and at the same time relieve the city by 
taking from it the only object which could en- 
danger its invasion by the enemy. Gentlemen 
discussed this question as if the Seat of Govern- 
ment was proposed to be finally removed, and 
said that such would be the practical effect of the 
temporary removal. Gentlemen had no right to 
say so. No such design was expressed or implied 
by the mover of the resolution ; and it could only 
result, if at all, from the inherent circumstances 
of the case. If circumstances should make a 
permanent removal necessary, it must take place ; 
and if the Constitution was in the way, itought to 
be amended. Whatever respect he might feel 
for the inhabitants of the District, he would say 
that their interest could not for a moment enter 
into competition with the interests of this nation. 
It should never be permitted that a few thousand 
inhabitants should rise and say they would be 
ruined, if the nation could be benefitted, provided 
the nation indemnified them for their loss. The 
people of the District are liable to suffer with all 
others the evils resulting from war. The tempo- 
rary removal of the Government, is such an evil. 
The people of the city ought to have confidence 
enough in the honor of the nation to believe that, 
if the Government removed, they would be fully 
indemnified for any loss they might sustain. 

Mr. Hanson, of Maryland, moved to postpone 
indefinitely the further consideration of the mo- 
tion, and supported his motion by a speech, the 
substance of which was, that though he enter- 
tained very great contempt for the citizens of 
Washington, which he expressed in the most 
pyinted language, he was opposed to a removal 
at this moment, as being derogatory to the na- 
tional dignity and honor. 

The motion for postponement was negatived— 
yeas 48, nays 79, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, 
Burwell, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, 
Fisk of Vermont, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, 
Gholson, Goodwyn, Hall, Hanson, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Humphreys, Jackson of Virginia, Kent of Maryland, 
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Kerr, Kershaw, King of North Carolina, Lewis, 
Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, McKim, Montgomery, New- 
ton, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Stuart, 
Telfair, Troup, White, Wright, and Yancey. 
Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Barbour, Baylies of Massachusetts, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, Caperton, Caldwell, 
Champion, Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Condit, Con- 
ard, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Dana, Daven- 
port, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Du- 
vall, Ely, Findley, Fisk of New York, Geddes, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Grosvenor, Harris, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of New York, King 
of Massachusetts, Lefferts, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, Mc- 
Lean, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Murfree, sane Piper, 
Post, John Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, 
Seybert, Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Stanford, Stock- 
ton, Sturges, Tannehill, Thompson, Udree, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Whea- 
ton, Wilcox, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Winter. 


Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, made an able and decided, 
but short speech against the resolution 

The question was then taken on the resolution. 
and decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays, 
72 to 51, as follows: 

Ysas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Baylies of Massachusetts, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, Caldwell, Champion, 
Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cox, Crawford, 
Creighton, Crouch, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Penn- 

Ivania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Ely, Findley, 

isk of New York, Geddes, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Har- 
ris, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Johnson of 
Kentucky. Kent of New York, King of Massachu- 
setts, Lefferts, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, McLean, Mil- 
ler, Moffit, Moseley, Murfree, Oakley, Piper, Post, 
John Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Sey- 
bert, Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Stanford, Stockton, 
Sturges, Tannehill, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Wheaton, Wilcox, and 
Winter. 

Naxs—Messrs. Barbour, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, 
Burwell, Chappell, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Earle, Eppes, 
Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Humphreys, Jackson of Virginia, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of North 
Carolina, Lewis, Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, McKim, 
Montgomery, Newton, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of 
Virginia, Strong, Stuart, Telfair, Troup, White, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, Mr. McKim, Mr. 
Burwe.t, Mr. Grosvenor, Mr. Inauam, Mr. 
Hawkins, and Mr. Dana, were appointed the 
committee pursuant to the said resolution. 





Tuespay, September 27. 
Two other members, to wit: from Connecti- 


cut, Lyman Law. atid from Virginia, Joun P. 
HounGerrorp, appeared, and took their seats. 
Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, presented a petition 
of sundry inhabitants of the town of West Lib- 
erty in Virginia, and its vicinity, stating their 
opinion that the transportation and opening of 
the mail on Sunday is injurious to the morals of 
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the community, and praying that it may be abol- 
ished in future.—Referred to the Committee on 
Post Roads and Post Offices. 

Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, adverting to the 
law passed in 1813, allowing a bounty for Pris- 
oners taken by private armed vessels, remarked 
that, by recent decisions of the proper authority, 
it appeared that the provisions of this act did pot 
extend to the cases of recapture by private armed 
vessels, certainly a meritorious class of cases. 
and equally entitled, with others, to remunera. 
tion for their enterprises. To collect the sense 
of the House on the propriety of extending this 

rovision to embrace such cases, he moved the 
ollowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the provisions of the act entitled, “An act allowing a 
bounty to the owners, officers, and crews, of the pri- 
vate armed vessels of the United States,” passed on 
the 2d of August, 1813, to such officers and crews of 
merchant vessels of the United States as have recap- 
tured, or may recapture, the same from the enemy. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, said it would be 
recollected that at the last session he had the 
honor to propose a resolution to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States. He now renewed 
it, that it might be decided on during the present 
session of Congress. He then offered a motion 
to amend the Constitution, embracing the fol- 
lowing propositions : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, hat 
the following articles be proposed to the Legislatures 
of the several States as amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; each of which, when rati- 
fied by three-fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be 
valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the said 
Constitution : 

1. Congress shall have power to lay a tax or duty, 
not exceeding ten per centum ad valorem, on articles 
exported from any State. 

2. Congress shall have power to make roads in any 
State. 

3. Congress: shall have power to make canals in 
any State, with the consent of the State within which 
the same shall be made. 

4, Congress shall have power to establish a Na- 
tional Bank, with branches thereof, in any State. 

Mr. Jackson moved to refer these propositions 
toa Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and gave notice that he should call for 
the consideration of the last of them on Friday 
next, 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, called for a division 
of the question on the reference of these proposi- 
tions toa Committee of the Whole. He said he 
should vote for the reference of the first three, 
but against the reference of the last, and assigned 
his reasons for discriminating between them. 
The first three, he said, were of an important 
nature, and would require mature deliberation 
and discussion before acted on, and he should 
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probably vote for them. As to the fourth, he 
saw himself no oceasion for it; and, if it were 
not indelicate in itself, after the precedents and 
numerous adjudications of twenty years, to pro- 
pose giving to Congress a power to do that they 
have already done, it was at least in his view 
unnecessary. He objected to it, moreover, he- 
cause the agitation of the question might inter- 
fere with the decision of the Committee of Ways 
and Means on the petition referred to them for 
the establishment of a National Bank. In the 
present situation of our affairs, the advantages 
which such an institution offered to the commu- 
nity were, he believed, more seriously felt and 

enerally admitted than they had ever been be- 
se and he hoped this proposition would not be 
thrown in the way of a decision on the subject. 
He was indeed much surprised to see this propo- 
sition revived at the present session, of the inten- 
tion to do which he had no knowledge or infor- 
mation until he heard it read. 

Mr. Jackson said he had not indeed informed 
the gentleman of his intention to renew this 
proposition, because he had too much respect for 
this body to offer to its consideration any motion 
which, without consultation with others, he was 
not determined to persevere in. He might re- 
tort oa the gentleman by saying that he (Mr. F.) 
did not inform him of his intention to remove the 
Seat of Government from this place; and the 
gentleman could not be more surprised at the 
proposition now offered than Mr. J. had been at 
the motion for that object yesterday moved by 
Mr. Fisk. He regretted thatthe gentleman had 
on this occasion departed from the regular rule 
of reference of all motions similar to this; and 
the more so, as a refusal to refer the proposition 
could not preclude its discussion. Mr. J. denied 
the indelicacy imputed to his motion on account 
of former precedents recognising the power he 
proposed to vest in Congress; if there were in- 
delicacy any where, he should suppose it to exist 
at least as much in the presentation of a petition 
to Congress for the establishment of a National | 
Bank, after they had, in their refusal to renew 
the charter of the Bank of the United States, 
decided against the constitutionality of it. It is 
a fortunate thing for this country that Congress | 
is not enchained by precedent in its legislation ; 
that, if the Constitution be violated to-day, it is 
no reason why it should be violated to-morrow. 
The question of renewal of the charter of the 
Bank of the United States was argued on the 
Constitutional ground ; many of the States have 
by a solemn vote declared that Congress does 
not possess the power to pass such an act, and it 
would be respectful at least to consult their opin- 
ions on the subject. Mr. J. did not at the last 
session, he did not now, say whether such a pow- 
er was or was not already possessed by Con- 
gress; but he wished to place that power beyond 
question or doubt, because he believed it was 2 
power they ought to possess. 

Mr. Fisx said that the gentleman had mistaken 
him if he supposed that it was his desire that he 
(Mr. J.) should communicate to Mr. F. every 
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proposition he desired to submit. He knew that 
from the situation of members in this city, livin 

in houses scattered over a surface of severa 
miles, it was utterly impossible that they should 
consult together on the subjects of legislation 
before they were introduced into the House, &c. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, said he hoped this 
proposition would be suffered to go to a commit- 
tee. The subject had been fully discussed and 
decided two or three years ago, on the proposi- 
tion to renew the charter of the United States’ 
Bank, which had failed, though under the aus- 
pices of the then Secretary of the Treasury, who 
possessed so greatly the confidence of the people, 
and justly too, because of the ability with which 
he managed the affairs of the nation. However 
necessary a National Bank may now be, having 
conscientiously voted it to be unconstitutional, he 
could not now vote for it without an amend- 
ment. Nor had the unconstitutionality of the 
old bank law been pronounced on light author- 
ity ; the opinions of the late and present Presi- 
dent of the United States were recorded against 
it. He hoped, therefore, the proposition would 
be permitted to take the usual course of going to 
a committee. 

The question on the reference of Mr. Jacx- 
30N’s motion toa Committee of the whole House, 
was then decided in the affirmative: For refer- 
ence 61, against it 53. 


Wenpnespay, September 28. 


Several other members, to wit: from Massa- 
chusetts, ApisAu BiceLow, and Timoray Pick- 
ERING; from Vermont, Ezra Butier; and from 
Pennsylvania, Hugo Guiascow, appeared, and 
took their seats. 

Mr. Suerwoop presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Cairo, in the State of New York, 
praying that the mails may not be opened or 
carried on the Sabbath day.—Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. Hatt, the Committee of 
Claims were directed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making provision by law for the pay- 
ment of private property lost, killed, or destroyed, 
while employed in the service of the United 
States. 

BOUNTY TO DESERTERS. 


Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, said he believed it was 
the practice of the British commanders, on land 
and water, to use every means in their power to 
induce our men to desert their guns. A direct 
retaliation of such practices would doubtless be 
justifiable. But, Mr. F. said, the resolution he 
was about to submit had a different motive. It 
was well known that desertions from the enemy 
were very frequent, and that those deserters were 
strangers in our country, without means of em- 
ployment, or of purchasing lands on which to 
labor for an honest livelihood. It was as well 
known that we have an extensive frontier, much 
exposed, and a great quantity of wild lands, the 
settlement of which would be very desirable. In 
order to authorize an inquiry into the expediency 
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of disposing of this ee of persons, so that they 
might be useful rather than burdensome to the 
community, he proposed the following resolve: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of giving 
to each deserter from the British army, during the 
present war, one hundred acres of the public lands, 
such deserter actually settling the same; and that the 
committee have leave to report by bill or othewise. 


The question to take this motion into consider- 
ation, the yeas and nays having been required by 
Mr. Oak ey, was decided—For consideration 82, 
against it 45, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bradley, Brown, Burwell, 
Caldwell, Chappell, Clark, Condict, Conard, Crawford, 
Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Eppes, Evans, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Jackson 
of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, 
Kershaw, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, 
McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Murfree, New- 
ton, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, 
Skinner, Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Cooper, Cox, 
Davenport, Duvall, Earle, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, 
Grosvenor, Hanson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Oak- 
ley, Pearson, Pickering, Post, John Reed, Ruggles, 
Sherwood, Smith of Virginia, Stockton, Sturges, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, and Winter. 

On the suggestion of Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, 
the resolution was amended, so as to refer the sub- 
ject to the Committee on Military Affairs, within 
the scope of whose duties it appeared to him 
more properly to come. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
passage of the resolution— 

Mr. Oaxtey, of New York, said he had asked 
for the yeas and nays on the question of consider- 
ing this resolution, to mark his opposition to it in 
every stage. With deep regret, he might truly 
say, had he seen this resolution before the House. 
He had hoped, to whatever extent of sacrifice 
Congress might determine to go in the prosecu- 
tion of this war, although we might all agree to 
lay down our lives and fortunes in its support, we 
shall still retain something like national honor. 
He was sorry to see a proposition before this 
House which he considered to be levelled at the 
root of it. He did not speak from extensive 
knowledge, but he believed he was justified in 
saying it was the only proposition of the kind ever 
submitted to any legislature. He did not know. 
at least, that it had ever entered into the scope of 
policy of this Government to encourage the com- 
mission of crime by those most likely to perpe- 
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be filled by ragamuffins of all descriptions; and. 
by the aduption of such a measure as that pro. 
posed by this resolution, we should make a direc; 
appeal to the worst passions of the worst men, 
Are we reduced to this? Have we not resources 
to maintain an open and manly contest without 
appealing to this most unheard of and disgracefy| 
course? If such policy were pursued by the 
Government, he should forever despair of a suc- 
cessful issue to the contest in which we are ep- 
gaged. He hoped gentlemen would reflect deeply 
on this subject, before they gave their consent to 
this inquiry. If considerations sufficiently pow- 
erful to arrest the measure do not press upon the 
feelings of men, it would be in vain for him to 
urge them. There were, he said, some proposi- 
tions which outraged at once so greatly all the 
feelings of honor and propriety, that it seemed un- 
necessary to oppose them by argument. Since 
the resolution had been introduced, there must be 
some reasons to urge or justify its adoption. But 
could the invitation to and encouragement of trea- 
son come fairly within the scope of our views? 
Shall the United States, after having year after 
year held out their conduct as an example of 
public faith and honor; after arraigning the ene- 
my at the bar of nations for his disregard of jus- 
tice; and for his violations of the rules of warfare; 
shall the United States, after all this, go as far 
beyond the enemy in his violations of the usages 
of war, as he has gone beyond all other nations? 
Shall we, by so doing, draw a veil over the atro- 
city of his acts, and place us on an eminence of 
guilt which no nation ever before reached? He 
called upon gentlemen, by their regard for their 
own honor and the character of the nation, to 
stop this proposition in its outset. The House, 
by their vote to consider the resolution, had al- 
ready gone too far in sanctioning a proposition 
which strikes at the root of those principles which 
bind together the civilized world. It would be 
to offer a bounty to treason. He did not know 
to what it might lead. There was enough of bit- 
terness and animosity already infused into this 
war. Our enemy now affect (for affectation he 
must suppose it) to accuse us of a violation of 
the usages of civilized warfare, and presume to 
place their severest measures on the ground of 
retaliation. Adopt this measure, and they are 
justified for every measure of atrocity to which 
they may think fit to resort. It will not be in 
your mouths hereafter to complain of the burning 
and ravaging of your towns, or of the unreasona- 
ble rupture of negotiations. He called upon gen- 
tlemen, then, to reflect whether the adoptivn of 
this measure would not infuse into the present 
contest a temper which will defeat all hopes of 
an early peace. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, denied that this propo- 
sition was of the character ascribed to it; and 
said that he was not conscious of possessing a 
disposition to sanction any such measure. What 
does the motion propose? That the deserters 
coming among us, instead of becoming nuisances 
10 society, may be provided with the means of 


trate it. The ranks of the enemy were known to! becoming good citizens. But, says the gentleman 
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from New York, this is a violation of all princi- 
le. Ihavenever understood that nations at peace 
with each other were precluded from receiving 
each other’s deserters ; and is it understood, that, 
when you are at war, we may not provide the 
means of support for those who desert from our 
enemy? Did gentlemen desire, in order to main- 
tain th 
among nations, that we should return to the ene- 
my those deserters who came within our lines ? 
Would the gentleman from New York advocate 
such a measure? And which is more criminal, 
if criminality can attach to such conduct, to fos- 
ter them when coming among you in time of 
peace, or provide the means necessary to prevent 
their beinga burden to the community in time of 
war? If we take the first step of receiving de- 
serters, why not take the other which is now pro- 
osed? But the gentleman had said, this would 
G inviting deserters from theenemy. Mr. F. said 
they were already invited by the nature of our 
institutions, by the freedom and protection they 
afforded to strangers. And would the gentleman 
change our form of Government, lest in its present 
shape it should tempt the soldiers of the enemy 
to desert? The resolution proposes to introduce 
no new principle. We do now receive deserters ; 
and there is no gentleman who will rise in his 
= and move that all deserters be sent back. 
he gentleman supposes the measure to be with- 
out precedent. Let the gentleman read Lord 
Wellington’s proclamation while in Spain, offer- 
ing a bounty to every deserter from the French 
army of twelve crowns. This precedent had been 
set by the very nation with whom we areat war. 
Admiral Cockburn, too, had not long ago publish- 
ed a proclamation to all who wished to leave the 
country to appoint a place of rendezvous, and he 
would furnish the means to carry them off. Look 
also at General Brisbane’s proclamation to the 
people of Vermont and New York, inviting them 
all to stay at home, in other words, to desert the 
standard of their country, and to furnish his army 
with provisions, &c. Gentlemen might even Jook 
back to times of peace, and see similar conduct 
on the part of the enemy. During the existence 
of our embargo law, which was very oppressive 
in its Operation on our present enemy, though, to 
be sure, his friends in this country spoke very 
lighily of its effect, they invited our citizens to 
violate it, offering them protection and safe con- 
duct in so doing, not only to any British port, but 
to any port whatever. Whatever new distinc- 
tions may be drawn on this head, yet, if we look 
at the effect of measures, a more direct invitation 
to rebellion, even in time of peace with us, could 
not be imagined. From some cause or other, a 
great deal of sensibility was always exhibited in 
this House when certain subjects were touched. 
The House was told again and again to beware 
of provoking the enemy’s wrath. This kind of 
false sensibility was, Mr. F. said, fast vanishing. 
Ask the citizens of Plattsburg, Buffalo, Havre- 
de Grace, Hampton, Georgetown, and this place, 
whether they had rather the war should be car- 
ried into the enemy’s territories or he should be 
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permitted to — itinto ours. They would one 
and all decide in favor of the former. The people 
begin to find we are at war with a nation whom 
no considerations of peculiar modesty or generos- 
ity prevent from carrying into effect any measures 
to which her power is adequate. Still, however, 
could dishonor attach in any way to the measure 
which he proposed, he would not supportit. But 
even humanity demanded sucha provision. The 
deserters from the enemy now infesting our cities 
were at once a burden to themselves and a nui- 
sance to society; but, planted on our frontiers, 
they would not only form a barrier against savage 
incursions, but would become useful citizens. 
Mr. F. compared the advantages of thus diminish- 
ing the enemy’s effective force with the expense 
of doing it in any other way, and drew a conclu- 
sion favorable to his motion. He was determined 
to support this war by every proper and honorable 
measure; and he considered this one of that de- 
scription. Desertions from the enemy, he said, 
were daily and numerous. Something like five or 
six hundred men had already deserted from the 
enemy at Plattsburg—many of them useful, en- 
terprising men, who wish to become citizens. My 
wish, said Mr. F., isto make them useful, by giv- 
ing them the means of support by honest industry. 
Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, said, that as he 
was bound to believe that any gentleman who 
made a motion in this House considered it honor- 
able and proper, when he pronounced the measure, 
now proposed, to be dishonest, dishonorable and 
inexpedient, he did not mean to reflect personally 
on those who moved or advocated it. He did 
think so, and he did conceive also that the sug- 
gestions offered against them by the gentleman 
from New York had been in no degree met by 
the mover. Had they been met? The gentle- 
man talked about the crimes of Britain ; and seem- 
ed to infer because she had violated principle in 
one way, we might in another. This resolution 
would indeed at once reduce us to the same depth 
of guilt in which the gentlemen say our enemy 
is wallowing. The measure embraced in the 
motion before the House, being in the nature of 
retaliation, was different from all other such mea- 
sures. lt was wicked in itself, because it encour- 
aged crime. It could not therefore be justified 
on that ground, nor indeed on any other. For 
his part, Mr. G. said, he had voted against the 
consideration of the motion, because in principle 
it was wrong, and therefore he would not even 
inquire into it. Without regard, he said, to the 
insinuation of particular sensibilities, the usual 
cant in this House, on such occasions, he should 
candidly discuss this question. If he knew him- 
self, he observed, there was not a gentleman on 
the floor who would go further than he would at 
this moment, to rescue the country from the dan- 
gers which environ it, to repel the foe that tram- 
ples on the soil. But, let the danger be what it 
would, unless the existence of the nation was 
absolutely in jeopardy, he could not, under any 
pretence, consent to prostrate its honor and dig- 
nity by plunging intocrime. The question, then, 
arose whether the proposed measure was or was 
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not of acriminal nature; and this question he 
wished fairly to consider. What was this pro- 
position which was to be adopted as a national 
principle, as a portion of our national morality, 
to stamp our character, now and forever? He 
asked gentlemen to “1 if they would, by adopt- 
ing this proposition, offer a bounty for the com- 
mission of crime? Let gentlemen look into the 
books on national law, they will find desertion to 
be an offence of so black a dye that not even en- 
emies are to encourage it. It is an offence in 
regard to which it is a common expression, that 
men love the treason but hate the traitor. A na- 
tion must receive the traitor, but hates him at the 
same time; because the crime of deserting the 
allegiance which a man owes to his country, is 
one of the deepest dye, one which you are daily 
punishing with death on yourfrontier. It is now 
proposed to offera bounty onan offence, to which 
your own laws have decreed the punishment of 
death. Whystophere? Why not offer a bounty 
to every man who commits treason of any kind? 
Why stop here? Why not at once adopt the 
principles of the Old Man of the Mountain, as he 
is called, and offer a bounty for the assassination 
of the King, Governors and Generals of your en- 
emy? Why stop short by giving a bounty on 
desertion? Why not at once give a bounty for 
the assassination of every man in your enemy’s 
camp, and pay the perpetrators of the crime when 
their daggers reek with their blood? There is 
little or no distinction, in principle, between these 
offences. Mr. G. repeated that he was ready, and 
gentlemen would find it in his conduct, to travel 
every honorable length in defending his country. 
But nothing short of preserving the independence 
of the country, and not till that independence was 
prostrate on the ground, could induce him to 
adopt a measure, embracing a principle like this. 
And what would gentlemen gain by it? It was 
already universally understood that the soldiers 
of the enemy deserted whenever they could. But 
say, that by this measure we gained ten thousand 
men—would it be a feather in the scale; would 
this indemnify us for the black disgrace which it 
would stamp on the very forehead of the country ? 
But look at the further consequences, said he. 
Believe you that the enemy will not retaliate? 
That after you have committed this crime against 
human nature, she would not enter the Southern 
department of your country, and kindle a fire 
which you could not quench? This she had not 

et attempted, though she had the power. Be- 

ieve you she would not capture your unoffending 
citizens on the ocean, and keep them as hostages 
till you delivered up those whom you had enticed 
away? Yes, sir, she would not stay her arm. 
Look at a further consequence of such a measure. 
We are to settle these ragamuffins on our fron- 
tiers. Was there a man who believed that these 
men, who were picked from the jails of Europe, 
these sixpenny men, would settle down as farm- 
ers? No; they were men of dissolute lives, men 
not acquainted with the useful arts. Mr. G. said 
he would not offer inducements to such poor 
wretches to commit a crime, for which, if detett- 
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ed, they would suffer death. The gentleman had 
talked of humanity ; was there any humanity jp 
this? In its consequences, as well as its princi. 
ples, it is utterly objectionable. Whenever the 
nation is pushed to the last extremity, such a 
measure might present a question for considera- 
tion ; but we are not driven to this extremity, 
This country is abundantly capable of defence, 
Let its means be brough forth 3 the people are 
ready and willing to raise their arms in its defence, 
There was no occasion for such degrading mea. 
sures as this. 

Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, commenced some re- 
marks by saying, that on all subjects requiring 
the deliberation of Congress, he was pleased to 
see a sentiment of jealous regard for the national 
honor and character pervading the House, and 
felt disposed to allow the sincerity and candor of 
every gentleman who made professions of it. 
After hearing very attentively, however, all that 
had been said on this subject, and giving due 
credit to the ingenuity of gentlemen, whose ar- 
oe are certainly very specious, his mind 

ad not been convinced but that the measure now 
proposed to the House perfectly comported with 
the national honor. It was true, indeed, that 
when we consult the conduct of nations, and 
those usages which have the force of laws, we 
shall find many traits that do not quadrate entire- 
ly with the principles deemed honorable in social 
hfe. But, in considering subjects of this kind, 
we must disentangle our minds from the consid- 
eration of municipal laws which have no bearing 
on this subject. Treason is a crime of the high- 
est grade against the nation to which the traitor 
belongs. To withdraw allegiance from one na- 
tion and transfer it to that nation’s enemy, during 
war, is treason against the sovereign authority to 
which allegiance was due. But how ought we 
to consider this crime? Though a crime against 
a man’s own country, it is no crime against that 
to which he deserts. The desertion of a soldier 
from our enemy is surely no crime against the 
United States, and therefore, as to us, no crime at 
all. Mr. S. examined at some length the nature 
of allegiance and of the obligations it imposed. 
To screen a criminal of any kind was partici- 
pating in his crime, and becoming accessory after 
the fact; but it had been the practice of all na- 
tions to receive deserters from their enemies, and 
to permit them to settle among them if they be- 
haved as good citizens ought todo. The nice 
principles of honor the gentlemen had laid down, 
extended far enough, would impose on a nation 
the necessity of restoring to an enemy his deser'- 
ers, and enabling him to punish their offence 
with death. If, however, as public law exists, we 
may give them aid and comfort, and afford them 
an asylum, we may as well add to other induce- 
ments as those which, the gentleman says, already 
operate so powerfully on the soldiers of our en- 
emy. In so doing, the principle, which is not 
controverted, is extended but little further than at 
present, and in its moral consequences is certainly 
not so enlarged as to affect the national honor. 
The force of the enemy’s examples had been 
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ssed over in silence by the gentleman, and their 
correctness at admitted—their authority be- 
ing denied only by the general intimation that 
such conduct wascontrary to national law. The 
roposed measure therefore derived va from 
the preceding conduct of the enemy. But, ex- 
amine all history, ancient and modern, what had 
been the usual course of all nations at war? 
To weaken the hands of their opponents and 
strengthen the hands of themselves. Perhaps 
precedents derived from the Revolutionary war 
might not be considered by gentlemen as bearing 
on this point, since Britain then claimed us as 
her colonies. Recollect, however, her proclama- 
tions inviting our citizens to withdraw from their 
allegiance. Our history, it is true, is not ample, 
owing to the recency of its date. But it will be 
recollected that in the war with Tripoli, our gal- 
lant officer conducting the war on the land united 
himself on that occasion with a pretender to the 
Tripolitan throne, and took advantage of his re- 
bellion to divide the forces of the enemy. Who 
censured that act? Whoblamed Eaton for his con- 
duct? Yet it was thus only the Dey was com- 
elled to come to terms which he had before re- 
used. This measure was clearly distinguishable 
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from a bounty for assassination, to which it had | 
been likened. Employing persoussecretly tokillan | 
enemy was a warfare worthy only of savages; it | 
was an unmanly way of getting rid of those whom | 


an army dare not meet in a field of battle. But 
to withdraw soldiers from an enemy’s standard 
was not of this character, and was besides more 
correct under present circumstances, inasmuch as 
the enemy’s army is not composed of soldiers of 


his own country, but of soldiers from Germany | deserved the notice of Congress. 


and other countries—men who owe no national 
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Burwell, Caldwell, Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Eppes, 
Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, 
McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Mur- 
free, Newton, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Tannehill, Telfair, Troup, Udree, 
Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 
ham, Butler, Caperton, Champion, Cooper, Cox, Cul- 
peper, Davenport, Duvall, Earle, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, 
Geddes, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hanson, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King of 
Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Law, Lewis, 
Lovett, Macon, Markell, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Oak- 
ley, Pearson, Pickering, Post, John Reed, Ruggles, 
Sherwood, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stock- 
ton, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Winter. ; 


So it was adopted by the House. 


HONOR TO THE BRAVE. 


Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, in introducing the 
following motion, adverted to the unpropitious 
events attending the commencement of the war, 
the more mortifying because unexpected, which 
had caused to be overlooked by the National Coun- 
cils some displays of valor and military skill which 
This omission 
had been the more marked because of the almost 


allegiance to Britain, but are mere mercenaries | unlimited plaudits during the same time bestow- 


in her ranks—who fight for those who pay them 
best. They are calculated to be the most dan- 
erous enemies, but are willing to desert their 
eaders and join our standard on sufficient in- 
ducements. If they employ men owing them no 
allegiance, have we not a right to withdraw them 
if we can, and employ them to strengthen our 
own frontier? As to the objection that they 
would not settle, that objection is refuted by the 
terms of the resolution, which require actual set- 
tlement on the land. Let gentlemen acquainted 
with the Revolutionary war recollect how many 
of the good citizens of Pennsylvania and other 
States were deserters from the British ranks, 
Hessians, Germans, &c., and have become among 
our best and wealthiest and most useful citizens. 
Mr. S. concluded by observing that this was a 
clear question of expediency, perfectly within 
the scope of our policy, not contrary to national 
honor, merited the attention of the House, and 
ought to be referred as proposed to one of its com- 
mittees, 

After rejecting a motion made by Mr. Brap- 
LEY, of Vermont, to lay the motion on the table, 
the question on its adoption was determined: 
For the motion 80, against it 55, as follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Brown, 


ed on the officers of the Navy, &c. Had the na- 
tion noticed by civil honors the merits of a Pike, 
a Taylor, a Croghan, a Miller, and some others, 
perhaps they would have done but sheer justice. 
But his object in rising now was to presenta 
motion limited in its character, and confined to 
objects which must meet the approbation of the 
House. The resolution he proposed, and which 
he had hoped some other member would before 
now have offered, was in the following words: 
Resolved, That the thanks of the United States, in 
Congress assembled, be presented to Generals Brown, 
Scott, and Gaines, and their companions in fame. 
Resolved, That General Brown be requested to 
communicate to the other officers and solders under 
his command the thanks of the United States in Con- 
gress, and the high sense of gratitude entertained for 
victories so splendid, achieved in contests so unequal. 
Considerable desultory debate took place on 
this motion, not in opposition to the principle, 
but from difference of opinion as to the mode. 
Mr. OaKLey moved to commit the same to the 
Committee of Military Affairs, with instructions 
to inquire into the expediency of returning the 
thanks of Congress to such other officers and sol- 
diers of the United States as may have distin- 
guished themselves during the present war. 
A motion was made by Mr. Ssarp, to amend 
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the motion of Mr, Oar.ey, by inserting, after 
the word “Congress,” the following: “ with 
such other testimonials of the national approba- 
tion, as said committee shall deem advisable.” 
A motion was then made by Mr. Lownpes, to 
postpone, until Monday next, the further consid- 
eration of the resolutions ; which was agreed to. 





Tuurspay, September 29. 


Another member, to wit: from Virginia, Joun 
Corton, appeared, and took his seat. 

The Speaker laid before the House the copy 
of a resolution, transmitted under cover to him 
from Philadelphia, passed by the Select and Com- 
mon Council of that city, offering to Congress 
and Government the use of buildings in that city, 
for their accommodation, provided it shall be 
deemed expedient, in consequence of inconve- 
nience experienced from the destruction of the 
Capitol, &c.—Referred to the committee already 
raised on that subject. 

Mr. Lattimore, of Massachusetts, from the 
select committee appointed on that subject, re- 
fore a bill further to extend the right of suf- 

rage in the Mississippi Territory, and to increase 
the number of lceabere of the Legislative Coun- 
cil for the same.—T wice read and committed. 

No other business being offered for considera- 
tion, and none of the committees being ready to 
report, the House adjourned. 





Fripvay, September 30. 

Several other members, to wit: from New 
Hampshire, Brapsury Cittey; from New Jer- 
sey, James Scuureman; from Maryland, Nicuo- 
Las R. Moore ; appeared, and took their seats. 

The Speaker presented a petition of the Le- 
gislature of the Indiana Territory, praying that 
certain companies of militia, called out for the 
defence of that Territory, may be paid by the 
are States.—Referred to the Secretary of 

ar. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

The House. pursuant to the order of the day, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
on the proposition of Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, 
to amend the Constitution. That part of the mo- 
tion was taken up which goes to provide 

“That Congress shall have power to establish a Na- 
tional Bank, with branches thereof in any State.” 


Mr. Jackson said he did not intend to repeat 
the remarks which he had made when this sub- 
ject was last year before the Congress, or to sa 
anything in anticipation of the remarks whic 
might be made for or against this proposition. 
The utility of a National Bank had been demon- 
strated by every day’s experience. We know at 
this day, said he, that some State banks which 
have stopped payment have not only refused to 
receive the notes of those which continue tu cash 
their notes, but have forced their holders to sell 


all gentlemen of all parties that it is necessary to 
the convenience of our fiscal MpacMions that there 
should be a National Bank. The only difficulty 
opposed to the adoption of the proposition now 
under consideration would be on the part of those 
who believed that the power proposed to be 
vested, already resided in Congress, and who 
might contend that the passage of such a motion 
as this would by implication deny the present ex- 
istence of the power. Mr. J. said that he did not 
himself believe that any gentleman would be com. 
promitted in this way by voting for this proposi- 
tion; that it was best in all cases the least doubtfy| 
of Constitutional construction to make assurance 
doubly sure. Many of the State Legislatures had 
declared their opinion that a law establishing a 
National Bank would be an unauthorized act. [t 
would be better, to avoid all difficulties, to con- 
sult their opinions, or, if you please, their preju- 
dices, and receive at their hand, b liberal grant, 
a power so essential to the val being of the 
country. 
Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, said as he could not 
vote for the proposition, it was perhaps due to 
himself, as well as the Committee, to state his 
reasons for voting against it, and why he thought 
it ought not to be adopted. If it were to be 
adopted and sent out to the States for concur- 
rence, would not the question of constituticnality, 
he asked, be completely yielded on the part of 
those who voted for it? Whether, as such a vote 
would be a disclaiming of the power by Congress, 
reason and probability did not altogether forbid 
the expectation that the States would relinquish 
this power to the General Government? A large 
majority of the States already had a deep in- 
terest in the banking establishments within their 
eee jurisdictions; and, so far as the paper 
and business of a National Bank extended, it must 
so far deteriorate the State bank stocks, and cur- 
tail the revenues therefrom on which some of the 
States entirely rely for the support of their gov- 
ernments. Besides this, the interest of the local 
banks extended through all the ramifications of 
society. Almost every individual in every Legis- 
lature was in some degree interested in the suc- 
cess and prosperity of the State banks, and would 
be interested to refuse to grant the power if it 
was once yielded by the House. The question 
hai in this form appears to propose a re- 
inquishment of power, and will afford an oppor- 
tunity on which the States will gladly seize to 
withhold from Congress the right of exercising 
this power. He did not believe that the question 
of renewal of the charter of the old United States 
Bank at all decided the question of the Constitu- 
tional power of Congress. The history of that 
bank, as found on the Journals of Congress, was 
this: that Congress, in 1791, by a very large ma- 
jority of both branches, passed a law establishing 
a bank, which was sanctioned by President Wasu- 
INGTON, and went into operation ; that it after- 
wards received the sanction of Congress under 
the Administration of Mr. Jefferson, by the pas- 


them at ten per cent. discount in the brokers’ | sage of laws establishing branches of it, and for 
shops. Independent of this fact, it was held by |the punishment of those who counterfeited its 
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per. It was a fact, that every member would 
concur with him in declaring, that many who 
voted against rechartering the bank, did so, not 
because they did not believe that Congress pos- 
sessed the power, but because they believed the 
measure inexpedient. He hazarded nothing in 
saying that more than the number of the majority 
on that question entertained no Constitutional 
scruples on the subject. In the Senate the ques- 
tion was decided against renewing the charter by 
the casting vote of the President of that body, in 
which there were many who did not vote against 
it from Constitutional considerations. So far as 
any decision of Congress had authority, their de- 
cisions proved that Congress had the power. 
This subject had been so repeatedly discussed. 
that he supposed it would be useless to refer to 
the Constitution in relation to it. The question 
had become a point of political faith, and ac- 
quired the stability of some theological opinions, 
on which argument and reason were thrown 
away. He did not aspire to the ability to shake 
opinions of such long standing as he knew were 
entertained by some members of the House. But 
even the argument of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia this morning would prove the Constitu- 
tional power of Congress to establish a National 
Bank. The gentleman had informed the House 
that such a bank was necessary and indispensable 
for the convenient, faithful, and economical ad- 
ministration of the finances. Availing himself 
of this admission, and applying it to the general 
clause in the Constitution vesting powers in Con- 
gress, he contended no doubt could remain of the 
power being in Congress. By the Constitutional 
phrase “ necessary and proper” was not meantan 
absolutely indispensable necessity, but any agency 
fitted, suited, applicable to, and connected with, 
the faithful administration of the finances. Every 
man not prejudiced must, by experience and the 
gentleman’s admission, be convinced that Con- 
gress already have the power now proposed to be 
given to them. He then took a retrospective 
view of the operation of the refusal to recharter 
the old bank or establish a new one, and proved 
conclusively that the Government had been very 
greatly a loser, perhaps to the amount of four 
or five millions, by that omission—besides the 
reduced interests at which the facilities it afforded 
would have enabled the Government to obtain 
the loans they have since had occasion for. It 
was demonstrated that a bank of this description 
furnished facilities which no existing institution 
did; and it was therefore proved that its estab- 
lishment was necessary and proper to the fiscal 
operations of the Government, and of course 
within the scope of their Constitutional power. 

Mr. Jackson said, it must have been observed. 
that he had on all occasions purposely avoided 
expressing his opinion on the constitutionality of 
any act to establish a National Bank. He did 
not consider the votes, however, during the time 
he had held a seat in the House, as recognising 
the power ; for instance, he did not imagine that 
any person could be considered as sanctioning the 
institution referred to by voting to punish the 
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counterfeiting the notes of the bank. Policy and 
every consideration dictated that an offence of 
this kind should be punished, and the law for that 
purpose was proposed without adverting at all to 
the Constitutional question. In regard to the 
question of establishing new branches to the bank, 
it was one of more difficulty. The Constitutional 
question, however, was not on that occasion stir- 
red before Congress, and he believed the yeas and 
nays were not called on it. The charter of the 
Bank of the United States was limited in its du- 
ration; and whilst it was in existence, it was the 
duty, to say the least of it, of the constituted au- 
thorities to give to it efficacy, to punish offenders 
againstit. ‘The charter of that bank was like the 
contracts which the Government has made with 
the national creditors—of which he hoped, none 
in this House or nation, whatever he had heard 
to the contrary, would go so far as to say the na- 
tional faith was not pledged to redeem the last 
shilling. So in regard to the charter of the Bank 
of the United States. Those who oppused it of- 
fered no obstacle to fulfilling it after it was granted. 
The gentleman had said the State Legislatures 
and individuals composing them would oppose the 
grant of any such power as this to the National 
Government. Once establish the almost indis- 
pensable utility and importance of a National 
Bank, and there would be such a direct appeal to 
the honor and patriotism of the State Legisla- 
tures as to forbid for a moment the idea that they 
would not sanction its creation. Their private 
interest would vanish before the national good. 
But even if this base and grovelling passion had 
influence, it would not prevent them from granting 
the power he proposed to ask from them. Mr. 
J. made some observations going to show that the 
advantage to the individual States from the estab- 
lishment of banks within their limits would ope- 
rate as a counterpoise to the effect of the collis- 
ion of interest between a National Bank and the 
State Banks—because the branches so to be es- 
tablished would be a great advantage to the com- 
munity in which they were located. The gen- 
tleman appeared to think the adoption of the 
proposition would be a virtual acknowledgment 
that we do not now possess the power proposed to 
be given. The Constitution, Mr. J. said, would 
never be destroyed by the omission to exercise 
in their fullest plenitude the powers expressly 
granted in it, &c. He adverted to the eloquent 
argument of Vice President Clinton, on giving his 
casting vote against the renewal of the charter of 
the old Bank of the United States, before the 
Senate, in which body it had been argued solely 
on the ground of constitutionality. The Consti- 
tution, Mr. J. further said, admitted of differ- 
ent constructions, about which the most learned 
and the most virtuous men differ; but if one 
violation were to be made a precedent for a 
subsequent and analogous violation, the Consti- 
tution would become a matter of convenience, 
instead of an instrument of obligation. He advert- 
ed to the report of the Commiitee of Ways and 
Means at the last session, on the subject of the 
National Bank, who had decided that Congress 
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had no power to establish one. When the law 
ssed establishing the old Bank of the United 
tates there had existed much doubt as to its con- 
stitutionality ; and General Washington withheld 
his signature for some days in consequence of it. 
The same doubts still existed ; and yet, where they 
Were most strongly entertained, he had heard of no 
objection to amending the Constitution so as to 
grant the power. Let us not, said he, refuse to 
avail ourselves of the advantage of such an insti- 
tution, and of removing our own honest scruples, 
by refusing to apply to the States for a grant of 
the power. Mr. J. concluded by expressing his 
hope, though that hope was much weakened by 
the prospect, that his proposition would be agreed 
to. 
After a few words of explanation by Mr. McKep, 
the proposition was negatived in Committee, who 
reported their disagreement to the House. 

The question on concurring with the Commit- 
tee in their disagreement to the proposition, was 
then decided as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barnett, 
Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, 
Caldwell, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clark, Clopton, 
Comstock, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davenport, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, For- 
syth, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Han- 
son, Hawkins, Hubbard, Hulbert, Irving, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Kent of New York, Kerr, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, 
Markell, McKee, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Murfree, 
Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Post, John Reed, Rhea of 
Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, Sevier, 
Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, 
Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Ward of New Jersey, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Win- 
ter, and Yancey—86 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Barbour, Bard, Bowen, 
Brown, Burwell, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Davis of Pennsylvania, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hawes, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Jackson 
of Virginia, Kershaw, King of North Carolina, Lyle, 
Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Newton, 
Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of ‘Tennessee, Roane, 
Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Udree, and Wilson of 
Pennsylvania—44 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, the 
first, second, and third articles contained in the 
proposition aforesaid, were recommitted toa Com- 
a of the whole House on the state of the 

nion. 





Monpay, October 3. 


Two other members, to wit: from New York, 
Joun W. Taytor; and from Virginia, Huau 
NE son ; appeared, and took their seats. 

A resolution was offered by Mr. Desua to in- 
struct the Military Committee to inquire into the 
expedieney of making compensation for horses 
lost in the service by mounted volunteers and 
militia ; which was overruled by the House, by 
a small majority, under the impression, it appeared, 
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that the subject was already specially referreg 
to a different committee. 

Mr. Montreomery, of Kentucky, in offering the 
following, assigned as a reason his desire to py; 
officers and privates on the same footing in this 
respect. The bill which was passed in 1813 on 
this subject, contained, when sent from this House. 
a provision applying to soldiers as well as offi- 
cers, but that clause embracing privates had been 
stricken out by the Senate. ‘ His motion was ip 
the following terms: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making provision 
for the widows and orphans of militia privates slain in 
the service of the United States. 


The motion having been amended, on sugges. 
tion of Mr. Desa, of Kentucky, so as to include 
also those who may die or have died whilst in the 
service, and also so as to refer the subject to the 
Military Committee, instead of the Committee 
of Claims, was agreed to. 


HONORARY REWARDS. 


Mr. Troup, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported resolutions expressive of the 
thanks of Congress for the gallantry and good 
conduct with which the arms of the United 
States have been sustained by Major General 
Brown, and Brigadiers Scott, Gaines, and Ma- 
comb, during the present campaign. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, moved to refer the re- 
solves to the Committee of the whole House. 
There were two names omitted in one resolve, 
he meant those of General Porter and General 
Ripley, which had been associated in all the ac- 
tions named init; and he did not see why, if such 
should also be the opinion of the House, they 
should not be incorporated in the resolution, as 
their merits in his opinion entitled them to be. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, said it was desirable 
that these resolutions should be acted on with 
unanimity ; if not, they would be deprived of half 
their value and consequence—he should not, 
therefore, object to any course the House might 
think proper to pursue in relation to them. The 
report of this morning was intended only as a re- 
portin part. In acting on a question so environed 
with delicacy and difficulty as this, it had been 
necessary for the committee to prescribe some 
limitations to itself, and it appeared to them that 
the House would acknowledge the same neces- 
sity. The first limit they had agreed on was to 
the present campaign—the second, to General 
Officers in the Army of the United States. In 
considering this subject, the claims of others than 
those expressly noticed could not have been 
passed over by the committee. The names men- 
tioned by the gentleman from Vermont had par- 
ticularly claimed their attention. The name 0! 
Porter was intimately associated in military fame 
with those already mentioned. Not only had he 
been distinguished by his gallantry and good con- 
duct in the field, but by his zeal and activity in 
collecting together a band of patriotic militia in 
aid of the regular army, at a time when that 
army most needed the services of such reinforce- 
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ments. Under these circumstances, it was im- 
ible for the committee to pass by, nay, not to 
notice with special attention the claim of Gene- 
ral Porter ; but it was inconsistent with the lim- 
itation the committee had prescribed to itself, 
inasmuch as he was not attached to the regular 
service, but an officer of the militia. As to Gen- 
erl Ripley, it had been thought proper, as he had 
not been first in command on these occasions, to 

ss by his case for the Peas referring it to a 
future occasion, on which it was the intention of 
the committee to embrace other cases of merito- 
rious conduct displayed not only during the pres- 
ent but preceding campaigns. — 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, said it was far from his 
intention to object to the testimony proposed to 
be given by the House to the merits of the officers 
named in the resolve, but to incorporate in it other 
characters, entitled, as he thought, to the like 
tribute. For that purpose, he wished it referred 
to a Committee of Whole. 

The resolution was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the committee 
to whom was referred the resolution directing an 
inquiry into the expediency of a temporary re- 
moval of the Seat of Government from the City 
of Washington, &c. reported : 

“That the committee had had the same under con- 
sideration, and directed the Chairman to submit to the 
House the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That it inexpedient to remove the Seat 
of Government at this time from the City of Wash- 
ington. 

The House having agreed to consider the 
report— 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, said he had reported 
that resolution in conformity to the directions of 
a majority of the committee; but he now thought 
it his duty to move to strike out the word “ inex- 
pedient,” and insert the word “ expedient.” 

A short desultory conversation took place be- 
tween several members in relation to the state of 
defence of the place, &c. 

When the question on Mr. Fisx’s motion to 
amend (the effect of which was to declare it expe- 
ae to remove) was taken and decided as fol- 
Ows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baylies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 








ham, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, Champion, Cilley, 
Clark, Condict, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, Dav- 
Desha, | 
Duvall, Ely, Fisk of New York, Geddes, Grosvenor, | 
Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, 
Murfree, Oakley, Pickering, Piper, Post, John Reed, 


enport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
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nett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Burwell, Caperton, 
Chappell, Clopton, Comstock, Crawford, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, 
Fisk of Vermont, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, 
Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, Humphreys, Jack- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kerr, Kershaw, 
King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lowndes, 
Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgom- 
ery, Moore, Newton, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of 
Virginia, Strong, Stuart, Telfair, Troup, White, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, and Yancey—68. 

The House being equally divided— 

The Speaker said, he was now called on to 
give a vote as unexpected as painful. He would, 
on this occasion, as on any other, regardless of 
the feelings that might be thereby excited, and the 
impressions probably received, give that vote 
which he believed the interests, safety, and honor, 
of the nation under all the circumstances to re- 
quire. He was deeply impressed with the belief 
that these considerations required him to vote in 
the affirmative. The reason for this vote was, 
that this District could not be defended except at 
an immense expense, and an expense perhaps half 
of that which would be necessary to carry on the 
war. 

So the amendment was carried. 

Mr. Lewrs, of Virginia, moved to refer the re- 
Sh as amended to the Committee of the whole 

ouse, that it might be more fully and freely 
discussed. 

Mr. Burwe tu, of Virginia, appeared to favor 
the reference of this motion to a select committee 
to report a bill. Although against his own opin- 
ion, he admired the firmness and decision with 
which the Speaker on this, as on every occasion, 
had acted. He was desirous that this question 
should be decided as speedily as possible—and, 
although no person was more sanguine than he 
was that, before it was finally acted on, the opin- 
ion of the House would change on this subject, 
he was desirous now to see this resolve referred 

| to a select committee with instructions to report 
| a bill in pursuance thereof. 
| Mr. Fisk having acceded to the proposed refer- 
| ence toa Committee of the Whole, the business 
was so disposed of,and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 








Tuespay, October 4. 


| On motion of Mr. GHoLson, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of amending the “act laying duties on 
licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, 
and foreign merchandise,” so as to allow the pro- 
prietors of spirituous liquors distilled from do- 
mestic materials, of which they are themselves 








Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Sey- | the growers, to sell, without license, any quantity 


bert, Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Stanford, Stockton, 
Sturges, Tannehill, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Wilcox, 


and Winter—68. 


Nars—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bar- 





thereof not less than one gallon. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported unfavorably to the petition of Edwin 
Lewis; which report was concurred in. The 
report is as follows: 














343 
H. or R. 








That the petitioner states, that in the years 1804, 
1805, and 1806, a Captain Thomas Swain, of the 
United States’ Army, cut and used for the public ser- 
vice a large quantity of timber belonging to the peti- 
tioner; that the petitioner sued him for it, and re- 
covered judgment, and that the said Captain Swain 
has since died insolvent, without making compensa- 
tion for the timber. The petition is not supported by 
any evidence of the facts; the committee are of opin- 
ion, however, that, taking the facts as true, the peti- 
tioner is not entitled to relief. They, therefore, re- 
commend to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 


Mr. Yancey also made an unfavorable report on 
the memorial of Thomas Cutts ; which was read, 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole. The 
report is as follows: 


That Tristram Hooper, Moses. Lowell, and Benja- 
min Chandler, were indebted to the United States by 
a judgment recovered against them on a revenue 
bond ; an execution issued against their property, and 
was levied by the marshal of the district on three 
eighth parts of the schooner Catharine. At the sale 
of the schooner, the petitioner, Thomas Cutts, became 
the purchaser at the price of four hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. A claim to the three-quarters of the three- 
eighths of this vessel was afterwards set up by Asa 
Stevens; and, in action against the petitioner, it ap- 

rs he recovered for damages, interest, and costs, the 
sum of $904 35; which sum the petitioner prays to be 
remunerated, together with the sum of $455, which he 
alleges had been paid to counsel and witnesses in the 
suit, and expended by himself in attendance, and for 
which it is stated his vouchers are lost. 

The committee are of opinion the petitioner is not 
entitled to relief; they view this as a common case of 
sale, under an execution in which the plaintiff cannot 
be considered the warranter of the property. The 
purchaser buys at his own risk; and it is for him to 
judge whether the title of the defendant in the execu- 
tion is good or bad. They, therefore, recommend to 
the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 


BOUNTY ON PRISONERS. 


Mr. Peasants, of Virginia, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of extending to mer- 
chant recaptors the provisions of the bill allowing 
a bounty on prisoners to the owners and crews of 
private armed vessels, reported, that it was inex- 
pedient to extend the provisions of the said act 
to the case just stated. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, opposed the adop- 
tion of this report on various grounds. The risk 
and importance of the recapture of merchantmen 
was not, he said, inferior to the risk and import- 
ance of captures by private armed vessels. ‘The 
cause of humanity would be also served by it, as 
the lives of the enemy’s seamen might in some 
instances be preserved, in consequence of such 
an inducement, &c. He hoped it would never 
be said that this House, by a large majority, de- 
termined to offer a bounty on deserters from the 
army of the enemy, and yet refused a small pre- 
mium on seamen of the enemy thus meritoriously 
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made prisoners. Mr. K. concluded his observa. 
tions by moving to amend the report by strikino 
out “inexpedient,” and inserting “ expedient,” 
Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, stated the reasons 
which had given birth to this report. The prin. 
cipal reason was, that whilst the proposed exten- 
sion of bounty to such cases would add very \it. 
tle inducement to recapture, it would add very 
greatly to the hardship and suffering of those of 
our citizens who might be captured, who would 
undoubtedly be more rigidly secured, perhaps in 
irons, in consequence of the passage of the law, 
Mr. Kine replied. He did. not apprehend that 
such oppression would be exercised as the gen- 
tleman supposed, and believed the objection not 
valid against the proposition to afford this small 
reward to our brave seamen for their adventurous 
valor. He considered this vote as the test whe- 
ther the friendship expressed on all hands for our 
brave tars was substantial or mere profession. 
Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, explained 
his ideas of the policy of the act now proposed to 
be amended, which he did not look upon in the 
light of a bounty to privateers, but as an induce- 
ment to them to bring in prisoners when cap- 
tured instead of releasing them. The proposed 
amendment he did not consider as at all essential 
to, or connected with the policy of that act—and 
the inducements to recapture he considered to be 
quite sufficient already without it. 
The motion of Mr. Kine was negatived, and 
the report accepted by a large majority. 


REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Lewis, of Vir- 
ginia, having taken up this subject, and being 
about to resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole thereon— 


Mr. Newron, of Virginia, observed that he be- 
lieved much debate was not necessar , as gentle- 
men had not only deliberated but iieae made 
up their minds. He wished to come at the ques- 
tion, and with many others had rather render his 
vote on this subject than hear any discussion 
whatever; and, therefore, moved an indefinite 
postponement of the question. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Pickerina, of 
Massachusetts, and Mr. Go_pssorovaa, of Mary- 
land, both of whom placed their opposition on 
the ground of a desire for further information— 
the one, however, declaring his present opinion 
in favor of, and the other against, removal. 

The question was then taken on indefinite post- 
ponement, and decided in the negative, many of 
those opposed to removal, having, with Mr. 
GoLpDsBOROUGH, voted against indefinite post- 
ponement of the motion. For the postponement 
61, against it 77, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bar- 
nett, Bayly of Virginia, Burwell, Chappell, Clopton, 
Culpeper, Dana, Earle, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, 
Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, Harris, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Irving, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, 
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Kim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nel- 
sree, Se Pearson, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Roane; Sage, Sevier, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Stuart, 
Telfair, Troup, White, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
pc Alexander, Alston, Baylies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 
ham, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, Champion, Cilley, 
Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Ely, Findley, Fisk of New 
York, Geddes, Glasgow, Goldsborough, Gourdin, Gros- 
venor, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lovett, Lyle, Markell, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Pickering, Pickens, Piper, Post, John Reed, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Sey- 
bert, Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Stanford, Stockton, 
Sturges, Tannehill, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Whea- 
ton, Wilcox, and Winter. 

The House then resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the report abovemen- 
tioned. 

Mr. Pearson, of North Carolina, rose to speak 
against the resolution, ‘and continued to speak 
with great ability and force of reasoning, as well 
on the question of expediency as on that of Con- 
stitutionality, until about three o’clock; when the 
Committee rose, reported progress, and the House 
adjourned. 





Wepnespay, October 5. 


Another member, to wit: from Rhode Island 
Evisna R. Porrer, appeared, and took his seat. 


REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the report of the select 
committee on the expediency of a temporary re- 
moval of the Seat of Government. The resolu- 
tion under consideration stands as follows: 

Resolved, That it is expedient at this time to re- 
move the Seat of Government from the City of Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Stockton, of New Jersey, said, he had at 
one time determined to take no part in the dis- 
cussion now before the Committee, but to remain 
satisfied with a silent vote. The subject had al- 
ways appeared to him of such a nature, as to pre- 
clude any just —— of good resulting from 
much debate. e should make no proselytes on 
one side or the other—the subject lies level with 
every man’s understanding. Gentlemen need 
only to open the Constitution of their country— 
cast their eyes around—survey the District, and 
observe what was before them, to enable them to 
judge correctly. He had, however, been induced 
to alter this resolution by the course of argument 
which an honorable member from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. Pearson, who he was sorry not to see 
in his seat) had thought proper to pursue. That 
gentleman had made many remarks which were 
susceptible of a satisfactory answer; many which 
Mr. S. thought ought not to go forth without an 
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answer ;—they might, if unanswered, be thought 


correct, and would, he feared, delude and mislead 
those whom that gentiemen had with so much 
zeal and ability attempted to serve. No gentle- 
man, Mr. 8S. said, ound feel less personal interest 
in the question than he did ; coming from a State 
having very humble pretensions to consequence 
or patronage—never himself expecting to be here 
again after this session—he could view the sub- 
ject with coolness and impartiality. The honor- 
able member he alluded to had indulged himself 
in very extensive and wide excursions. Mr. 8S. 
would not attempt to follow him in his whole 
course, but content himself with selecting some 
of his leading points, leaving it to other gentle- 
men to remark on the residue if they saw fit. To 
get at the gentleman’s argument at once, he would 
consider it under two general heads— 

Ist. The legal, Constitutional right of Congress 
to remove the Seat of Government. 

2d. The propriety or expediency of exercising 
that right if they had it. 

The gentleman from North Carolina had de- 
nied both; he would contend for the affirmative 
of each proposition. 

Ist. Does the Government of the United States 
possess the legal Constitutional power of remov- 
ing itself from this District? Mr. S. said, it was 
obvious that this point must be subdivided into 
two: Ist. Has the Government the power of tem- 
porary removal? 2d. Has it the power of perma- 
nent removal? Mr. S. said, that he considered 
the first as the only question now properly be- 
fore the Committee. It was true, that the propo- 
sition contained in the resolution was general in 
its terms, yet it seemed to be agreed on all sides, 
that only a temporary removal was contemplated 
at present. We were not ready now to act on so 
extensive a subject—one involving so many con- 
siderations of public interest, of private feeling 
and justice, as that of a permanent removal. 
This great point, then, was really not before the 
committee. But the gentleman from North Car- 
olina supposing, probably, that upon the question 
of permanent removal he was impregnable, had 
pressed it into his service; its discussion was, 
therefore, proper, and might be useful. As tothe 
legal Constitutional right of the Government to 
remove itself for a season on good and sufficient 
reasons, who, Mr. S. asked, could seriously doubt 
it? What section of the Constitution, what prin- 
ciple of reason, common sense, or common jus- 
tice, could be relied on to take from the national 
councils so common and necessary an attribute 
of sovereignty? None could be produced; the 
gentleman could find none; no gentleman had 
hazarded the assertion. The honorable gentle- 
man himself from North Carolina, with all his 
zeal, industry, and talent, had not brought his 
mind up to such an assertion in direct terms; yet 
it was necessary to a successful opposition to this 
resolution, not only to make, but to make good 
this extravagant position. Why, he asked, should 
the people have thus fettered, thus imprisoned, 
their Government? Why should an act, ascer- 
taining the place where the Government should 
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sit, be considered so sacred as not to be approach- 
ed by the Government which enacted it ? at 
like the laws of the Medes and Persians, should 
it be irrepealable? If pestilence came—if famine 
OF war came—were we to be enchained to the 
spot, by the magic force of an act not to be al- 
tered? The proposition was monstrous; he had 
no hesitation in pronouncing that such an idea 
was totally destitute of foundation, either in Con- 
stitutional law, common sense. or common jus- 
tice. Congress, Mr. S. said, had settled this ques- 
tion by passing a law, not only asserting the right 
of temporary removal for sufficient reasons, but 
delegating that right to the President of the Uni- 
ted States. He alluded to the act of 1794, by 
which the President is authorized, by proclama- 
tion, to convene Congress at some other place 
than that fixed by law, if, in his opinion, by reason 
of a contagious disease, or any other cause, Con- 
gress could not meet at the Seat of Government 
Without danger to the lives and healths of the 
members. If this matter had been exposed to any 
doubt, this law would have settled it; it isa legis- 
lative authority upon the very point; and so far 
are the people of the United States from enter- 
taining the seruples the honorable gentleman had 
imputed to them, that there was a very common 
expectation in that part of the Union Mr. S. was 
conversant with, that after the late inroad of the 
enemy, and the destruction of the public build- 
ings here, the President would by proclamation 
have convened Congress at some other place. 
He might have so done with strict propriety ; the 
faet which was before him, the catastrophe which 
had happened, would have justified the conclusion 
that we could not sit here with safety to the lives 
and healths of the members; the general terms 
of the act alluded to seemed designed to meet 
such a case as had happened, and although the 
President did not think proper to execute the au- 
thority, yet the investing him with it was decisive 
of the right to remove for sufficient reasons. But, 
Mr. S. said, he would go further, submit with 
confidence to the Committee that the two Houses 
of Congress, without the assent of the President, 
might by a joint resolution remove themselves 
for this session, and this would of course produce 
a removal of the Government, and all its depart- 
ments. Mr. S. relied on the fifth section of the 
Constitution to prove his position. It is there 
provided, “that neither House shall, without the 
consent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to any other place than that in which 
the two Houses shall be sitting.” This provision 
not only prohibits unseasonable adjournments 
and separations, but expressly admits and regu- 
lates the general power of removal; and, (if a 
grant of power was in such a case necessary, 
though he thought it was not,) by necessary im- 
plication, it invests in the two Houses a right by 
joint vote to adjourn to any other place; and yet 
this is the very power of temporary removal 
which seems now to be called in question. Mr. 
S. said that he felt that he had troubled the Com- 
mittee already too long upon this part of the sub- 
ject; he should, therefore, leave the question of 
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the right of temporary removal, under the per- 
suasion that no member of the Committee enter. 
tained a doubt about it. 
The honorable gentleman from North Caroling 
had expressly denied the Constitutional right of 
Congress to pass an act for the permanent remoya| 
of the Government—and he had warned the com. 
mittee, and particularly his politieal friends, not 
to break the Constitution of their country nor to 
disregard the sanctity of contracts by adopting q 
measure which however disguised under the mask 
of a temporary removal had for its real object a 
final change of the Seat of Government. Mr. §, 
said that it would be a sufficient answer to this 
course of reasoning to say that the question of 
final removal was not now beforeus. All that we 
were now prepared to act on—all that we should 
determine by negativing the proposed ameodment 
would be, that it was expedient to remove for this 
session or during the war to a place of more safety 
and convenience than this District afforded in iis 
present circumstances. We might hereafter take 
up and determine the other great point—or we 
might leave it to our successors, who, coming 
from the people after this discussion, would be 
the better able to express the public sentiment. 
But, Mr. 8. said, he thought it best to follow the 
gentleman over this ground. It was due to our- 
selves to examine the pretensions set up that we 
might be freed from the imputations thrown out— 
it was due tothe citizens of the District to dissipate 
the delusion under which they appeared to be, 
and which the gentleman’s very able argument 
would tend to confirm if it remained unanswered. 
That argument might be thus concentrated. A 
permanent Seat of Government, says the gentle- 
man, is required by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. By that instrument a power is given 
to Congress to fix upon a permanent seat. Con- 
gress have appointed the place where this perma- 
nent seat shall be. The power is executed—the 
seat is finally located, and cannot be altered by 
law. This is the marrow of the gentleman’s rea- 
soning—but unfortunately it is entirely destitute 
of foundation from first to last. The gentleman 
sat out wrong and ended wrong—his premises 
have no existence, and consequently the conclu- 
sion he drew must be unsound. A permanent 
Seat of Government is not required by the Con- 
stitution ; the Constitution vests no express power 
in Congress to appointa permanent Seat of Gov- 
ernment; and Congress, by passing an act fixing 
the Seat of Government at this place, have exe- 
cuted no such special authority as the gentleman 
contemplates. The Constitution of the United 
States, Mr. S. said, was penned with great pre- 
cision; the great men whose work it was, did not 
leave express grants of power to be deduced from 
obscure sentences by a course of subtle reasoning: 
if it had been their intention to guard a Seat of 
Government by the ramparts of the Constitution, 
to place it beyond the reach of the legislative arm ; 
if they had meant to impart to it the great prin- 
ciple of irremoveability, it would have been done 
by the use of clear, unambiguous expressions; 1! 
would not have been left to be extracted from the 


PERN ag SERS LIEGE REIL FE 


shad ca annie Tey Resa ae 


Senet BGR OE <i. 








348 


814, 


per- 
iter. 


lina 
t of 
val 


this 


uld 
ent 
this 
ety 
its 
ake 
we 
ing 


nt, 
he 
ur- 
we 


ate 
be, 
nt 


or SF § we « 


\y 





sais series 


Ne BEARD EEN 


PSR EE ITE Sr one gh OM 


349 
i a 
Ocroser, 1814. 


section on which the gentleman relied; some 
such provision as this would have been intro- 
duced—Congress shall have power by law to ap- 
point a place for the permanent Seat of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, which shall not be 
changed, nor shall the law fixing the same be 
liable to be repealed by a future Congress. This 
or some article of similar import would have been 
ingrafted in the Constitution, if the Convention 
had intended to do what the gentlemen says they 
have done; but there is no such provision; the 
only article having any relation to the Seat of 
Government, the only Constitutional provision 
which the gentleman could press into his service, 
is that part of the 8th section which ordains that 
“ Congress shall have power to exercise exclusive 
‘ Jegislation in all cases whatsoever over such dis- 
‘ trict, not exceeding ten miles square, as may by 
‘cession of particular States and the acceptance 
‘ of Congress become the Seat of the Government 
‘ of the United States, and to exercise like author- 
‘ity over all places purchased by the consent of 
‘ the Legislature of the State in which the same 
‘shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, 
‘dock yards, and other needful buildings.” This 
is the section upon which the gentleman relies— 
and Mr. S. said he would leave it to his candor 
whether it was not perfectly manifest, on the bare 
reading of it, that it was not intended to impart 
any principle of irremoveability to the Seat of 
Government, but simply and singly to secure to 
Congress the right of governing each and every 
place where the Seatof Government might be, and 
where the public money might be expended in 
works of defence—to his mind it was perfectly 
clear that this was the sound interpretation of the 
section. Mr. 8S. said, that the power of exclusive 
legislation over the Seat of Government was im- 
portant and necessary to the dignity and even to 
the safety of the National Legislature. It could 
be derived from no other source than that of ex- 
press grant from the people ; it is granted in clear 
and precise terms. In addition to the evident 
sense and meaning of the language made use of— 
the other press besides the Seat of Government, 
over which the same section extends the legisla- 
tive power of Congress must convince every one 
open to conviction, that the object was not to se- 
cure the permanency of the Seat of Government 
at one place, but merely the right of governing 
the people at any place; for the same provision 
in the same terms is applied to forts, magazines, 
arsenals, and dock yards; hence it would follow, 
if the honorable gentleman was right, that a fort, 
a magazine, an arsenal, or a dock yard once es- 
tablished could never be removed to a better site. 
or be abandoned without a breach of the Consti- 
tution and of the public faith. The article then 
upon which the gentleman relies, has no bearing 
on the question; it was designed to perform ano- 
ther office; to effect another purpose, which it 
has fully and effectully done. But, Mr. S. admit- 
ted that Congress have unquestionably the right 
to fix the Seat of Government—it might then be 
demanded of him how it possessed that power if 
not by Constitutional grant. The answer, he 
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said, was plain, the right was not derived from 
express grant, but was necessarily annexed to the 
Government immediately on its creation, by force 
of general principles inherent and essential to the 
legislative power. From these principles it in- 
evitably resulted that every legislative power pos- 
sessed a right to locate itself, to prescribe and reg- 
ulate its times and places of sitting at its willand 
pleasure, unless restrained by the Constitutional 
instrument—hence it was not necessary to confer 
such powers by express grant. Therefore it is 
that there is no express grant, and it will appear 
upon examination that these powers are never 
referred toin the Constitution, but for the purpose 
of limiting the general power. The right then 
is inherent; it must be possessed by every legisla- 
tive body; not by a grant of express power to 
determine times and places of sitting, but by the 
general grant of legislative power; such a power 
must be subservient to and be regulated by the 
legislative will, to be expressed in the ordinary 
way, by vote or statute. This vote or statute 
being nothing but the exercise of a common le- 
gislative sanction, was subject to be modified, 
altered, or repealed, at the pleasure of the Legisla- 
ture. The case, then, said Mr. S. stands thus: 
the Constitution does not fix the Seat of Govern- 
ment. It does not even direct Congress to fix it— 
it merely secures the jurisdiction of Congress 
over it. It leaves the Legislature, in virtue of 
inherent powers, to determine the place. It has 
done so by common legislative act or statute. 
This act may be repealed or altered, because it is 
not the act of the people sitting in convention, 
but of the Legislature—a statute has appointed 
the place—a statute may changeit. The Seat of 
Government has no Constitutional guard to keep 
it stationary; it must rely on the wisdom and 
justice of the legislative will. And, Mr. S.added, 
that this was the only true and safe ground upon 
which it could have been left. The Convention 
had acted wisely in leaving it where it was. The 
people never would have consented to any other 
arrangement, and those concerned had sufficient 
security that their rights would be properly re- 
spected. Mr. S. said he would submit it to the 
liberality of gentlemen to say whether a country 
circumstanced as this was when the Constitution 
was formed, paying a just regard to its rights and 
prosperity, could have delegated to Congress such 
a power as is contended for by the honorable 
member from North Carolina. A power to fix 
the Seat of Government—for centuries—forever. 
Who can believe that the people of the United 
States would have vested snch a power in the 
Congress of 1789? Our country was then just 
emerging from the dangers and difficulties attend- 
ing the war of the Revolution—our resources 
were not ascertained—our strength had scarcely 
began to develope itself. The imbecility of the 
old Confederation had reduced us toa state of 
almost convulsive despair. A great crisis had 
arrived—it produced the Constitution. What 


candid man can believe that such a power, at 
such a time, would have been vested in any Con- 
gress? A power to fixa permanent Seat of Gov- 
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ernment, without regard to the alterations, im-j} any such intent it was vain and nugatory. Buy 


provements, revolutions, and changes which would 
naturally be produced by a good Government, an 
increasing population, and the settlement of the 
vast regions of the Western country. To estab- 
lish a Seat of Government independent of the 
National Legislature, where by force of law it 
must remain, in spite of the most weighty reasons 
of public interest and convenience. No. sir, said 
Mr. 8S, the enlightened people of the United States 
would have conferred no such powers on a single 
Congress—if such a provision had been presented 
to them they would have rejected it. They left 
this important concern where it might safely be 
deposited, not in the Congress—but in every Con- 
fone The citizens interested in a particular spot 
ad all reasonable security that their rights would 
be properly respected. It could never be presumed 
that the Legislature would remove without solid 
reasons. ‘The loss of dignity—the trouble and 
expense incurred by a Government often “on 
wheels”—the money expended in public buildings 
and improvements—the influence of those resid- 
ing at the Seat of Government, were all so many 
securities against hasty or injurious removals. 
Nor could he believe that a bill would ever pass 
all the branches of the Legislature to sanction a 
change unless it was bottomed on strong and pal- 
pable reasons. Mr. S. said that the train of argu- 
ment which he had pursued furnished a conclu- 
sive answer to all the cases put by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, particularly to the case of 
the repeal of the statute establishing the Circuit 
Courts of the United States. The rights of the 
judges were Constitutional, they were founded on 
the express grants of that instrument, which or- 
dained that they should hold their offices during 
good behaviour, and that their salaries should not 
be diminished ; the objection to the repealing act 
was, that it was a mean of depriving them at once 
of both office and salary, which could not be le- 
gally done either openly or covertly. In the case 
before us he had shown that there was no such 
Constitutional grant, and therefore there could 
exist no Constitutional obstacle. 
Mr. S. said that the honorable gentleman from 
North Carolina had relied much upon the word 
nent, which he had found in the acts of 
Congress and of cession, and had from it con- 
tended, that it was the manifest sense of Congress 
and of the States of Maryland and Virginia, that 
the District being ceded and accepted, must al- 
ways remain the Seat of Government. He ob- 
served that not much reliance was to be placed 
upon an argument derived from a syllable ora 
word in a statute, unless its meaning harmonized 
with the context and the manifest intent of the 
makers; that the word permanent was not to be 
found in the Constitution. That instrument only 
spoke of the Seat of Government, and therefore 
if it had been introduced into the laws with de- 
sign to alter, enlarge, or restrain the Constitu- 
tional provision, it would be inoperative and use- 
less. A statute could not run counter to the Con- 
stitution—it could neither restrain nor enlarge its 
provisions ; if the expression was introduced with 


Mr. 8S. was satisfied that this was not the case; 
and that the word permanent was introduced fo; 
another and very different purpose. It would be 
recollected by every member that the same act 
which fixed the Seat of Government here after 
the lapse of ten years, established it at Philadel- 
phia duriog that period; hence Philadelphia was 
the temporary, this the Ran Seat of the 
Government. The wor ment was eyvi- 
dently made use of to distinguish the proposed 
residence here from the ed abode in Phi}. 
adelphia. Indeed, the word itself when applied 
to statutory provisions meant nothing more than 
that there was no limitation of time annexed, 
As to the acts of cession, in his opinion they had 
no bearing on the question. The cession is re- 
quired by the Constitution, and could only be 
made or received for the purposes contemplated 
by the Constitution. These were to enable Con- 

ress to exercise jurisdiction over the District as 
ong as it remained the Seat of Government; and 
if they went further (which was not the case) 
they were so far void and nugatory. They could 
impart no. principle of irremoveability not found 
in the Constitution itself. Nor did the makers of 
these statutes intend that they should. The op- 
eration of the acts of cession was merely to sur- 
render the jurisdiction to Congress while the 
Seat of Government remained. The removal of 
Congress would not injure the political rights or 
liberties of the inhabitants. hile the law re- 
mained unrepealed, they would be governed by 
Congress; a final removal would put an end to 
the whole fabric, and they would revert to their 
ancient allegiance, which the two States would 
not fail to claim. For these reasons Mr. §, 
thought that there existed no Constitutional im- 
pediment to a removal, much less was there any 
breach of contract or public faith in leaving the 
place, if the public interest required it. Congress 
possessed no power to contract, and never had 
contracted, that the Seat of Government should 
remain here. It is true, said he, that they fixed 
it here with a bona fide intent that it should re- 
main here, believing then, that under existing 
circumstances, it was the most fit and convenient 
place; but Congress did never attempt to, nor 
could they, deprive their successors of the inhe- 
rent right of removal when the public good 
should require it. Mr. S. said that he hoped he 
had established the right of Congress to remove 
the Seat of Government, either for a season or 
finally. For one he would never give up his 
right, nor hear it denied without entering his 
protest against it; but although he claimed the 
right of Congress to legislate on the subject, yet 
he acknowledged that it wasa subject of great 
importance as it regarded the public and the citi- 
zens concerned. It behooved Congress, for its 
own dignity, not to be capricious as to the place 
of its location, and to take care not wantonly to 
sport with the feelings and interests of the inhab- 
itants. He would never consent to exercise the 
right on light or trivial grounds. When he did 
exercise it, he would endeavor to do it witha 
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rd to the principles of justice, so that 
a should be be loser by it. He would 
make compensation where compensation was 
due. As to the subject of compensation, Mr. 8. 
said that he thought it not now before the Com- 
mittee; yet he would say that he thought it 
ought to be made to many of the citizens in case 
of a final removal, but not to all. He would go 
on the principle of preventing actual loss, not 
that of securing gain. The great landholder who 
had converted barren land into city lots, and 
made a fortune out of his sales, was not to be 
compensated because he was prevented from 
making more. The speculator, too, must abide 
by his loss. The Government minion was not 
to be paid for being torn from his hold; it was a 
more humble and more meritorious class of citi- 
zens to whom he would extend compensation ; 
to the men of moderate means; to the poor of 
the District, (if he might call them so without 
offence,) worthy men, who had laid out their all 
in procuring establishments which would be 
worth little if a removal took place. These men 
he would compensate, and he would do it on a 
large and liberal scale. Mr. S. said he would 
trouble the Committee no longer on this point. 
He trusted that he had made good his promise; 
that he had established the power of the Govern- 
ment to remove, to the entire conviction of the 
Committee. He should not revert to it again, 
but leave what he had said to take care of itself. 
But the propriety of exercising the right of re- 
moval still remained to be considered. Is it now 
expedient to remove the Seat of Government for 
a season to some other place? In this question, 
Mr. S. said every citizen of the United States 
had an interest. It was a great public question, 
and ought to be decided on principles exclusively 
public, on a cool and dispassionate consideration 
of the public good. If the public good, if the 
interests of this greatand growing nation require 
a removal under existing circumstances, we ought 
to go, although the people of this District might 
be injured. If the public good forbids it, we 
ought to remain here, without any regard to per- 
sonal inconvenience. He had made up his mind 
with reluctance; but, upon a view of the whole 
subject, he thought a temporary removal at least 
was essential to the honor and interest of the 
nation. He had come to this conclusion on the 
grounds that we could not be accommodated here 
in such a manner as was essential to the public 
service, and that the Government would not be 
in safety here during the war, without incurring 
an enormous expense, which the Treasury was 
unable to pay, and to which it ought not to be 
exposed. As to accommodations, Mr. S. said he 
did not mourn over our losses on account of “soft 
seats,” or “splendid furniture”—no chair was too 
hard, no furniture too plain for him—but are the 
accommodations reasonable? Such as would 
secure the health of the members, and enable 
them to do the public business with propriety and 
to advantage? He thought that they were not. 
In regard to ourselves, said Mr. S., here we are 
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to furnish a seat for each member, when all are 
present, although every spot, up to the fire-places 
and windows, isoccupied. When Winter comes 
and fires must be lighted, or if we should. have a 
Summer session, (which appears inevitable, if the 
war continues, ) he did not believe that the health 
of the members could be preserved in that room. 
Some better place of sitting must be provided. 
Here, then, was no other resource but in repair- 
ing the public buildings—were gentlemen pre- 
pared for this? Would they follow up a vote to 
remain here with large appropriations for this 
purpose, exposed as we should be during this 
wretched war to other attacks? He believed not; 
no gentleman was prepared to do this now; every 
cent which we could raise would be necessary 
for more important concerns; concerns of vital 
importance, of indispensable necessity, to prop 
the drooping credit of the nation; to pay the sol- 
dier and sailor who are fighting our battles. Are 
we then to remain here in our present condition 
until that peace which we have wantonly thrown 
away shall return? Are we thus to expose our- 
selves because the good people of this District do 
not choose to part with us? He hoped not. If 
we removed to Philadelphia, we were offered 
accommodations without incurring any expense, 
and might remain there until this place, or any 
other, which the wisdom of Congress might se- 
lect, was prepared for our reception. 

Mr. S. said that he would dwell no longer 
upon this point; he was willing to acknowledge 
that it was the other consideration he had al- 
luded to which most influenced him; it was the 
enormous expense which would be incurred in 
defending the Government at this place. He 
was very doubtful whether we could be defended 
at all by the description of force we could com- 
mand—a militia force, to be collected principally 
from the neighboring States of Maryland and 
Virginia. He had little reliance on the efficacy 
of such a defence; it had once been tried, and 
failed, so completely and radically as to involve 
the nation in disgrace. The force, upon this oc- 
casion, was of as good a character as any that 
could be procured now, and, being under the same 
direction, he could see no security against the 
repetition of the same disgraceful scene. This 
District, he said, was most assailable ; it might 
be approached by water at different points within 
a few hours’ march. A small addition of force, 
a small variation of plan, would enable an enter- 
prising and disciplined foe to repeat his triumph. 
The presence of Congress here would be the only 
inducement for the enemy again to attack the 
place, and he thought it a very strong induce- 
ment. It was evident that the war on the coast 
was, on the part of the enemy, merely predatory, 
intended not so much to attain objects important 
in a military point of view as to harass the 
Government, and expose it to much trouble, and 
expense, and mortification. The dispersion or 
capture of the members of Congress, now assem- 
bled, would gratify the pride and resentment of 
the English nation more than any other opera- 


in the Patent Office ; in a room not large enough | tion their army on the coast could perform. He 
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thought that there was a great {probability that 
the enemy would make the attempt; they were 
yet in the neighborhood, evidently waiting the 
arrival of reinforcements. To his mind, there 
could be presented no more unfit or disgraceful a 
situation to which the enemy could expose us, 
than to oblige the National Legislature, whose 
deliberations should be removed from the din of 
arms, to be witnesses of a battle fought in their 
neighborhood, upon which their safety depended. 
If unsuccessful, (and we had no great reason 
to expect success,) the members might be made 
prisoners, or owe their safety to flight; their pa- 
pers lost, themselves held up as objects of scorn 
to the foe, and of contempt to their own people. 
But if he should admit that the Government 
could be defended here, yet the expense would be 
enormous. Some days ago, the honorable chair- 
man of the Military Committee had informed us 
that it was the intention of the War Department 
to keep up a disposable force of twenty-one thou- 
sand militia for the defence of the District; and, 
since, it had been intimated from the same quar- 
ter that it was to be increased to thirty thousand. 
Including pay of officers, waste, the wear and 
tear of such an expensive description of troops, 
the expense of each man would not be less than 
one dollar and fifty cents per day. Twenty thou- 
sand men would cost thirty thousand dollars a 
day, or ten millions nine hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars a year. Thirty thousand men would 
require forty-five thousand dollars a day, or six- 
teen millions four hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars a year. He considered this calcula- 
tion as moderate, and he asked if such an expense 
could be endured ; he thought it ought not to be 
endured ; no, not for a month, a week, or a day. 
The country could not sustain it; the people 
would never submit to it; they could not, and 
would not, defend this District at such a cost. It 
had been asserted that the same force would be 
required, and the same expense incurred, if the 
Government removed; for that this place and 
Baltimore must be defended. Mr. 8S. observed, 
that the destruction of the public buildings, of the 
navy yard, and the public property here, had 
taken away every inducement toattack the place, 
except dispersing the Government. It seemed 
therefore to follow, that, if the Government re- 
moved, little or no force need be kept on foot 
here. And, with respect to Baltimore, no one 
could believe that the United States meant to 
provide twenty or thirty thousand men and kee 
them in service to defend that city. The Balti- 
more troops were numerous and respectable, and 
would require little aid, except when particularly 
threatened, and the necessary aid would soon 
be received from the adjoining country and States; 
that is to say, as many militia as would answer 
any valuable purpose. He had no opinion of 
erag large bodies of militia in camp, they be- 
come homesick, and on a retreat would never 
stop until they got home. It was true that the 
people of the District were entitled to protection ; 
ut they must be contented with the same kind 
of defence as was afforded to their fellow-citi- 


zens elsewhere. But he would ask, what other 
spot of the same dimensions and population haq 
such a defence as was calculated upon here? 
He was satisfied, for himself, that this great foree 
this heavy expense, would net be required if the 
Government should remove. It would, jn a 
great measure, be saved to the Treasury and the 
people. The times, he said, called for rigiq 
economy in every department. The people would 
soon be taxed for almost everything which the 

wore or ate; almost for the air they breathe. |; 
could not be expected that they would, under 
present circumstances, be willing to see their 
money thus squandered only to gratify the false 
pride of making laws among ruins. For his part, 
he thought it uojust, and would never assent to 
it. Mr. S. said that, before he sat down, he would 
declare that he had no covert intention ; that he 
meant to go no further than he had expressed. 
He had formed and would deliver no opinion as 
to the permanent removal; that was a great na- 
tional question; it might be safely confided to the 
wisdom and justice of a future Congress. The 
people of this District, he thought, had great 
claims and great advantages; the inducements to 
return here would be strong; nothing but a con- 


viction that, upon great principles, the good of » 


the nation required a removal, could prevent the 
return of the Government. There exists a stat- 
ute, having no limitation, fixing the Seat of Goy- 
ernment here: this must be repealed, or the Goy- 
ernment must return. There is in the District a 
real estate belonging tothe United States of con- 
siderable value. The inhabitants have many 
claims upon the justice of the Government which 
will not be overlooked. They have also the 
zealous support of a great interest from the South- 
ern States. The probability is, that a majority 
will never agree upon any other place. He 
therefore thought that they had magnified the 
danger they were in. If the removal was tem- 
porary the evil would be temporary, and must 
be set down to the account of this war. If it 
was final, compensation would be made in all 
eases in which it was due. On the whole, he 
should vote against the amendment proposed by 
the honorable member from North Carolina. 

Mr. Grosvenor and Mr. Fisk, of New York, 
spoke in favor of removal, and Mr. Macon, of 
North Carolina, and Mr. Fisx, of Vermont. and 
Mr. Ruga, of Tennessee, against it. 

Mr. Pearson, of North Carolina, had yesterday 
made a motion to amend the above resolve by 
striking out the word “expedient” and inserting 
in lieu thereof, the word “ inexpedient.” 

The question on this motion was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: For the 
amendment 67, and against i: 70. 

The Committee then rose, and reported pro- 
gress. 





Trorspay, October 6. 


Another member, to wit: from New York, 
ZesuLon R. SuaipHerd, appeared, and took his 
seat. 
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The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution declaring it expedient at this time to 
remove from the City of Washington. 

Mr. Pearson addressed the House as follows— 

Mr. Speaker: I very much fear the House will! 
be ill requited for their indulgence in acceding 
to an adjournment yesterday at my instance. 
This apprehension is heightened by the circum- 
stance, that it has fallen to my lot to enter the 
lists with an adversary so powerful, co justly dis- 
tinguished, as the honorable gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. Stockton.) The odds are, indeed, 
awful. My reliance is in the justice of my cause, 
and the candid and liberal judgments of those 
who hear me. I must, however, be permitted to 
say, that the argument of the honorable gentle- 
man from New Jersey, (whom I have so often 
heard with conviction and delight when engaged 
in a better cause,) has tended to confirm rather 
than disturb the opinions I entertain on the ques- 
tion submitted for our decision. 

The insulated proposition before us is, whether 
it be expedient or inexpedient for Congress to 
remove the Seat of the General Government from 
its present abode to some other place for a limited 
time. The specious garb which envelopes this 
proposition hides from the superficial eye much 
of its real deformity. It is our rightand our duty 
to strip it and analyze it with that accuracy due 
to its importance—with that care which is de- 
manded by a sacred regard for the national faith, 
the national interest, and above all the preserva- 
tion of the union of these States. 

Perhaps few articles in our Constitution have 
marked more fully the wisdom and foresight of 
those illustrious men who framed that charter of 
liberty, than the provision in the 8th section of 
the Ist article, which says, “ Congress shall exer- 
‘cise exclusive legislation, in all cases whatso- 
‘ ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
‘ square) as may, by cession of particular States 
‘and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat 
* of the Government of the United States,” &c. 

The policy of this power in Congress is as 
manifest as the freedom and independence of its 
sessions, its members and deliberations are essen- 
tial. That this sentiment may not rest on my 
authority alone, I beg leave to enforce it by an 
authority which will not be disregarded by gen- 
tlemen on this side of the House, with whom in 
general I have the satisfaction to think and to 
act, but many of whom I regret to find on this 
occasion embodied against me. The authority 
alluded to, is that excellent exposition of the Con- 
stitution entitled The Federalist. This authority 
will not be objected to by the other side of the 
House, when they are informed that the extract 
1 am about to read is the production of the present 
Chief Magistrate. 

In considering the section of the Constitution 
to which I have referred, this author says: “The 
‘ indispensable necessity of complete authority at 
‘ the Seat of Government, carries its own evidence 
‘with it. [tis a power exercised by every Legis- 
‘lature in the Union, I might say of the world, 


* not only the public authority might be insulted, 
‘and its proceedings be interrupted with impu- 
‘nity, but a dependence of the members of the 
* General Government on the State comprehend- 
‘ ing the Seat of the Government for protection 
‘in the exercise of its duty, might bring on the 
‘ National Councils an imputation of awe or in- 
‘ fluence, equally dishonorable to the Government 
‘ and dissatisfactory to the other members of the 
* Confederacy.” 

For those reasons, and many other considera- 
tions which will suggest themselves to every re- 
flecting man, Congress were vested with the 
power, and it became their duty, to establish the 
Seat of the General Government in the manner 
prescribed by the Constitution. This power has 
been exercised, this duty has been performed. 
The subject demanded and received the attention 
due to its importance by the first Congress which 
assembled after the adoption of the Constitution. 
Many of the members of the first Congress had 
also been members of the Convention, and may 
well be presumed to have best understood the 
powers given and duties enjoined by that sacred 
instrument which they had contributed to form. 
It would be little less than impious to accuse 
them of violating their own act; it would be the 
extreme of presumption to charge them with 
ignorance as to the limitation of powers which 
they themselves had prescribed. 

By reference to the Congressional Register of 
1789, it will be found that the first Congress had 
scarcely assembled before their attention was 
peculiarly directed to the important subject of 
lceating the permanent Seat of the General Gov- 
ernment in the mode pointed out by the Consti- 
tution. Those friends of union well knew the 
necessity of this power, and its inevitable tendency 
to bind faster and faster the members of this po- 
litical association, some of whom were but feebly 
knit together, and the cement of the whole yet 
soft andinfirm. Every effort was therefore essen- 
tial to give a heart to this body, from which its 
several members would derive support, strength, 
and confidence. This great object was to be 
effected by embracing the earliest opportunity to 
establish the permanent Seat of the General Gov- 
ernment on principles of justice and equality ; 
having a due regard to the extent, population, 
and convenience of all the States; regarding, at 
the same time, the progressive increase of our 
Western settlements, the Atlantic navigation, and 
a convenient intercourse with the Western coun- 
try. Upon these principles, it was resolved by 
the first Congress to fix the permanent residence 
of the Government. 

It will be recollected by the House that, in the 
course of my remarks the other day, I referred to 
the speeches of almost every distinguished mem- 
ber of the first Congress in relation to this subject, 
from which it appeared that not one individual 
member questioned the Constitutional right of 
Congress to establish permanently the Seat of the 
Government. On the contrary, every member 
knew and admitted they were then legislating om 
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a question not so important to themselves at that 
moment, but which was deemed vitally important 
to the perpetuity of the Union, as it would be 
binding for ages yet to come. With this under- 
standing, and for this object, we find the word 
emphatically used in every resolution, 
in every act, in every speech, syllable, or letter 
on this subject. It is true, in the discussion on 
this subject, local jealousies, local feelings and 
influence were not totally discarded. They were 
manifested as to the place which should become 
the centre of the Union, but entered not into the 
question of the perpetuity of the act about to be 
performed. The essence of the act was its per- 
petuity, its binding force on future legislatures, to 
put forever at rest a question, the agitation of 
which might in after times awaken and give new 
vigor to passions and jealousies, which the adop- 
tion of the Constitution had hushed, and which it 
was the first duty of wise legislators to keep in 
profound sleep; because, if again aroused, they 
might shake the Union to its centre. 
he principles on which the permanent Seat 
of the General Government should be established 
being recognised and admitted by all, the contest 
solely rested between the rival pretensions of the 
banks of the Susquehanna and those of the Poto- 
mac. The superior claims of the Potomac ulti- 
mately prevailed, and Congress did, on the 15th 
of July, 1790, and by an amendatory act of March 
3d, 1791, designate and accept the present District 
of Columbia for “the permanent Seat of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States.” By the same 
and subsequent acts, the President was authorized 
to enter into engagements for the acceptance of 
such quantity of land on the east side of the Po- 
tomac, within the said District, as he might deem 
proper for the use of the United States. He was 
authorized to erect public buildings, and, through 
the agency of commissioners, to lay off and desig- 
nate the plan of this city, which bears its name. 
For this purpose, he was vested with power to 
enter into contracis and stipulations with the pro- 
prietors of lands within the limits of the city for 
an absolute transfer of their lands in fee simple, 
for the objects contemplated, and in consideration 
of the act of Congress establishing the permanent 
Seat of the Government of the United States. 
By virtue of the powers vested in the President, 
and in consideration of the objects specified in 
the several acts of Congress alluded to, the pro- 
prietors did cede to the United States at least 


three-fourths of all the lands within the limits of 


this city, and for which no compensation was re- 
ceived, except for a few acres on which public 
buildings were erected, and some squares exclu- 
sively designed for public purposes. In further- 
ance of these objects, a great variety of other 
powers were granted to the President, the execu- 
tion of which necessarily involved the interests 
of numerous individuals, and for the successful 
completion of which public faith could and did 
alone constitute the guarantee. Under these 
powers, and for the objects contemplated, large 
donations were received, lots were sold, loans 
were obiained, and pledges given, for their re- 
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payment, of the very property which had been 
surrendered by individuals to the United States, 

The donations from the States of Maryland 
and Virginia, together with the sale of lots, 
which cost the Government nothing, amount to 
more than eight hundred thousand dollars. The 
public ground remaining unsold, is estimated at 
nearly one million of dollars. It may be worthy 
of remark, that soon after the establishment of 
this District as the seat of the Gov. 
ernment, foreigners were authorized to purchase 
and hold lands within its limits. The then Pres. 
ident of the United States, General Washington, 
availed himself of this cireumstance, not only 
to raise funds, but also to interest respectable for- 
eigners and skilful artisans of all countries in 
aid of this new but extensive establishment. 
With this view agents were sent to Europe with 
official certified copies of all the laws and pro- 
ceedings in relation to this subject, on the au- 
thority of which artists were induced to come 
from various parts of Europe and settle here, 
Large sales of city lots were made in different 
countries of Europe, particularly Holland and 
England, which property to the amount of three 
hundred thousand dollars is still held by those 
purchasers or those claiming under them. 

Two other material parties to the compact for 
fixing the permanent Seat of the Government 
yet remain to be heard. These are the States of 
Virginia and Maryland. We need barely refer 
to the laws of those States to learn the motives 
and considerations which induced them to sur- 
render their jurisdiction not only of soil but per- 
sons, to the extent of ten miles square in the 
most important section of their States. I will 
call the attention of the House for a moment to 
a few of the oe of an act of Maryland, 
passed 19th December, 1791, entitled “An act 
concerning the Territory of Columbia and City 
of Washington.” The preamble commences in 
these emphatic terms: “Whereas the President 
‘of the United States, by virtue of several acts 
‘ of Congress, and acts of the Assemblies of Vir- 
‘ ginia and Maryland, by his proclamation, dated 
‘at Georgetown, on the 30th day of March, 1791, 
‘ did declare and make known, that the whole oi 
‘the territory of ten miles square, for the per- 
‘manent Seat of Government of the United 
‘ States, shall be located,” &e. “And, whereas 
‘Notley Young, Daniel Carroll of Duddington, 
‘and many others, proprietors of the greater part 
‘of the land hereinafter mentioned, have been 
‘Jaid out inacily, came into an agreement, and 
‘ have conveyed their lands in trust to Thomas 
‘ Beall, son of George, and John Mackall Gantt, 
‘whereby they have subjected their lands to be 
‘laid out as a city, given up part to the United 
* States, and subjected other parts to be sold to 
‘ raise money as a donation to be employed ac- 
‘ cording to the act of Congress for establishing 
‘ the temporary and permanent Seat of the Gov- 
‘ ernment of te United States, under and upon 
‘the terms and conditions contained in each ol 
* said deeds,” &c. 

By the second section of said law, it is enacted, 
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& That all that part of the said Territory called 
‘ Columbia, which lies within the limits of this 
‘ State, shall be, and the same is hereby acknowl- 
‘edged to be, forever ceded and relinquished to 
‘the Congress and Government of the United 
‘ States, in full and absolute right and exclusive 
‘jurisdiction, as well of soil as of persons resi- 
‘ding or to reside thereon, pursuant to the tenor 
‘and effect of the eighth section of the first arti- 
‘ cle of the Constitution of the United States,” 
&e. This law then proceeds to subject other 
Jands within the limits of the city to the same 
terms and conditions as those which had been 
transferred as before recited, and concludes by 
making a donation of $72,000, to be applied to 
the erection of public buildings or other improve- 
ments in the City of Washington for the use of 
the United States. As this subject was until 
very lately little understood by myself, and pos- 
sibly less so by many members of the House, I 
have deemed it necessary to a correct decisio#, 
and a proper application of facts to principles, to 
ivea — history of the establishment of the 
Seat of Government at this place, that we and 
the nation should know and reflect on the nu- 
merous obligations by which the Seat of Gov- 
ernment is bound to its present spot—obligations 
resting not on fluctuating notions of policy, but 
flowing from the Constitution, sanctioned by re- 
peated laws, rivetted by compacts with States 
and individuals, and rendered sacred by the 
— faith of the nation. 
will now endeavor, Mr. Speaker, to pursue 
more directly the arguments of the gentleman 
from New Jersey through all their divisions and 
subdivisions, and also notice some remarks which 
have fallen from the gentlemen from New York, 
(Messrs. Grosvenor and Fisk.) The gentle- 
man from New Jersey contends: 1st. That Con- 
gress have the right to remove the Seat of Gov- 
ernment for a limited time,on good and sufficient 
reasons. This isa position so broad and indefi- 
nite as not to admit of a distinct reply. That 
circumstances and exigencies may happen which 
would render the exercise of such a power not 
only proper but necessary, never was and never 
can be questioned. The very terms of the gen- 
tleman’s position, “on good and sufficient rea- 
sons,” do impliedly, if not expressly, admit, that 
this right does not exist and cannot be exercised 
as an ordinary discretionary legislative power. 
The cases put by the honorable gentleman of 
pestilence, famine, and invasion, are cases of ne- 
cessity, where nothing is left to legislative will, 
where no human laws can control; the argu- 
ment, then, like all arguments drawn from neces- 
sity, proves too much, and therefore proves no- 
thing at all. 

The act of 1794, which the gentleman has 
brought to his aid, and on which he placed great 
reliance, is precisely of the character of the other 
instances adduced, and must fall into the same 
result. By that act the President was authorized 
to convene Congress at a different place from 
that to which it was adjourned, in the event of 
the prevalence of contagious sickness or other 


circumstances which, in his opinion, would be 
hazardous to the lives or health of the members. 
This act was proper because it was necessary to 
the existence of Congress itself; it grew out of 
the circumstance of the yellow fever, whiclt pre- 
vailed in Philadelphia about that time, and can- 
not be considered as an ordinary exercise of pow- 
er in Congress to change the seat of Government 
ad libitum. To argue from the case which the 
gentleman has put, that the Seat of Government 
may be changed whenever Congress may think 

roper, is, in my judgment, as absurd as it would 
> for me to contend that the Seat of Govern- 
ment must continue here, although the whole 
District were swallowed up by an earthquake. 
As toa temporary removal, my argument is sim- 
ply this, that Congress has not the right to re- 
move the Seat of Government fora limited time, 
unless for imperious causes, which, if they con- 
tinue to exist, would justify and render inevitable 
a permanent removal. Such cases do not exist ; 
they are not pretended to exist. The gentleman, 
as if indeed hard pressed for argument, has re- 
sorted to the fifth section of the Constitution to 
prove what never was disputed—what may be 
termed an every day practice—That the two 
Houses of Congress may by joint resolution ad- 
journ for more than three days—may adjourn 
their sessions without the concurrence of the 
Executive, and that neither House shall without 
the consent of the other change the place of its 
sitting. The only power given to Congress by 
this section is, that of regulating its own ad- 
jougnment independent of the Executive branch 
of the Government; the other part of the sec- 
tion is a necessary restriction on each House 
separately, to produce harmony in their proceed- 
ings, despatch of business, and to prevent unrea- 
sonable adjournmeats and inconvenient separa- 
tions, or in other words, to prevent the two 
Houses from being too far apart for the neces- 
sary concurrence of legislation and despatch of 
public business. I appeal with confidence to the 
candor of the gentleman himself. I appeal to 
the common sense of every member of the House, 
whether it can for a moment be believed, that 
this section of the Constitution gives to Con- 

ress the power, (without even the form of a 
aw,) to remove the Seat of the Government of 
the United States? Will it be contended (ad- 
mitting for a moment that we have the right 
ourselves to remove) that we can, without a law, 
compel the President and all the Departments to 
march off to Philadelphia or to the Alleghany 
mountains at the word of command, or that they 
would, without the authority of law, exercise at 
their new locations one single function of their 
departments ? But, says the gentlemen, if we 
go, the President and Departments will follow, 
and thus we remove the Government. Thus by 
a sort of legislative legerdemain we put the Gov- 
ernment on wheels and push off at full gallop. I 
must confess, Mr. Speaker, I am shocked at such 
an argument from sucha source. I had believed 
that the fair and lofty mind of the honorable 
gentleman from New Jersey could not have de- 
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scended so low. I had been taught to believe 
that the pure principles of Federalism disdained 
to do an act indirectly which could not be done 
directly without a violation of the Constitution. 
“If You cannot take the man from the office, so 
neither can you take the office from the man.” 
This I have always understood to be the creed of 
Federalism. If the gentleman has abjured the 
faith in this instance, I am disposed to consider it 
as one of those great errors to which great men 
are said to be liable; and that his most sanguine 
friends and believers on this question will admit 
the possibility of his being equally incorrect in 
the a tenor of his argument. 

The next position of the honorable gentleman 
is, the right of Congress to remove permanently 
the present Seat of Government. On this ques- 
tion I have already, to a considerable extent, an- 
ticipated my argument in the exposition I have 
given of the Constitution, the laws, and con- 
tracts in relation to this subject. The remarks of 
the gentleman, however, demand a reply. I can 
justly retort the charge of having assumed prem- 
ises totally incorrect, and therefore protest against 
the conclusions drawn from them. 

The gentleman, I know, is incapable of inten- 
tional misrepresentation ; buthe has most strange- 
ly and most erroneously attributed to me an ar- 
gument or rather an assertion which I never did 
or could have used. I did not say that the Con- 
stitution fixed the Seat of Government, or in 
express terms required Congress to establish the 
permanent seat. 

It is, however, on this supposition that the gen- 
tleman has triumphantly turned over the pages 
of the Constitution, and sought in vain for any 
such terms or express injunctions on Congress, 
On this basis his argument is built, and he does, 
indeed, most conclusively prove what was never 
disputed. 

Sir, my argument is that the Constitution con- 
templated and authorized the establishment of 
the Seat of the Government of the United States, 
at a place to be ceded by particular States and 
accepted by Congress, and over which Congress 
were to exercise exclusive jurisdiction. The time 
and manner of executing these powers and per- 
forming these duties, were left exclusively to 
Congress, without any other limitation than as to 
the extent of territory thus to be acquired, and 
the objects for which it was so to be acquired. 
This being an express grant of power for a defi- 
nite object; necessarily requiring the consent of 
other parties, and deeply involving the rights and 
interests of States and individuals, whenever it 
was exercised, the objects obtained, and the acts 
consummated by Congress, the Government were 
bound to fulfil the engagements of Congress, who 
were quo ad hoc the legitimate agents of the 
Constitution. The first Congress after the adop- 
tion of the Constitution did thus bind the Gov- 
ernment by establishing its permanent Seat; and 
in so doing did not transcend their powers. The 
gentleman says it is monstrous, it is absurd, to 
suppose that the people would have consented to 
vest Congress with such power. Sir, the people 
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did not hesitate to vest Congress with this power 
and for the best reasons—to harmonize, to cement 
and perpetuate the union of these States. Who 
were to be trusted with this power? The First 
Congress, men chosen by the people for their 
firm virtue and distinguished worth, most of 
them members of the Convention, men to whom 
the people had trusted, but a little time before, 
their political existence. Besides, sir, if this was 
a dangerous power—if it has been abused—the 


remedy is with the people, as in all other cases of | 


constitutional error or legislative abuse ; experi- 
ence has proved that neither the one or the other 
exists on the present subject. 

The objection as to power would equally ap. 
ply to all acts of Congress which are binding 
and irrevocable. It would apply to all cases of 
compact, of bargain and sale, of grants, and of 
vested rights of every description. As well 
might it be contended that Congress has not the 
right of disposing of all the unappropriated lands 
of the United States, because by possibility they 
may give it away or make bad or corrupt bar- 
gains. As well might it be said that this Con- 
gress may take away the premium given for the 
late loans; reduce the interest on the public stock, 
or spunge the debt itself. This legislative omnip- 
otence, which is established by the doctrine that 
one Legislature can in no case bind a subsequent 
one, is abhorrent to the first and best principles 
of the Constitution, destructive of the national 
faith, and pregnant with evils not to be described. 

This doctrine, I had thought, was long ago 
exposed and exploded by those whom I have 
considered the firmest champions of the Consti- 
tution ; but, alas, all those ramparts so strongly 
erected by those of our political predecessors, 
whom we have most delighted to honor, and 
around which we have so often and proudly 
rallied, seem to me now to be prostrate; the sen- 
tinels have fled their posts; the Constitution is 
the plaything of every idle wind; the sport of 
every angry passion. 

In my remarks the other day, I attempted to 
point out the analogy between the removal of the 
Seat of Government and the repeal of the Judi- 
ciary, and consequently the analogy between the 
erection of the two establishments and the prin- 
ciples upon which their permanency depends. 
The gentleman from New Jersey must excuse 
me for saying, that his reply to this part of my 
argument was peculiarly inconclusive. He says 
that the Seat of Government is not fixed by the 
Constitution. This is true; but itis equally true, 
that neither the Supreme or inferior courts are 
established by the Constitution. The Seat ol 
Government was established by law, resulting 
from an express grant of power, if not an express 
requisition of the Constitution. The courts were 
established precisely in the same way. The im- 
mutability of the Supreme Court is admitted by 
all; the power to destroy the inferior courts |s 
denied by the gentleman from New Jersey, and ! 
presume all his political friends, on the ground of 
the ,necessary independence of the judges, and 
the contract, either express or implied, that they 
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should not be deprived of their offices, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, during good behaviour. The 
Constitution does not say, “that Congress shall 
‘ have power toestablish permanent courts, which 
‘ shall not be changed, nor the law fixing the same 
‘ shall not be altered or liable to be ga by 
‘any future ay shee 3”? which words the gentle- 
man from New Jersey alleges would have been 
used had the Constitution intended to give the 
power to Congress to establish the permanent 
Seat of the Government. No, sir, the construc- 
tion in both cases results from the nature of the 
owers granted, and the objects to be effected. 

he Constitution authorized but one Supreme 
Court to be established by Congress—when it 
was so established the power was executed, the 
injunction of the Constitution fulfilled—the law 
could not be repealed. The Constitution author- 
ized but one district of territory, and that not to 
exceed ten miles square, to be accepted for the 
Seat of the Government, and that Congress 
should, like the judges in their respective spheres, 
be independent; they were to exercise exclusive 
jurisdiction over the territory where the Govern- 
ment was located. The idea, therefore, that Con- 
gress may abandon this place at pleasure, is, in 
my judgment, as incorrect as the destruction of 
the circuit courts of the United States; and to 
say that we may surrender the jurisdiction of this 
District, and acquire another territory where we 
shall possess the same jurisdiction, or that by the 
Constitution we possess exclusive jurisdiction 
over two or more districts of territory, not ex- 
ceeding each ten miles square—is as absurd as to 
say that we may destroy the Supreme Court and 
create another, or to say that we may establish 
two or more Supreme Courts, with a double set 
of judges to each. 


That I may be the more distinctly understood, 
and the principles involved in this question more 
clearly and authoritatively elucidated, I beg leave 
to read an extract from a celebrated speech of 
one of the ablest champions of the Constitution 
on the question of the repeal of the Judiciary, 
(Gouverneur Morais.) _I have selected this 
speech, not because it confains opinions peculiar 
to its author, but because it imbodies the senti- 
ments of the whole party to which he was at- 
tached, and may be considered as the base, the 
pillar, and cap of the argument on that all-im- 
portant question. 


“ But (says Mr. Morris in reply) another criticism, 
but for its effects I would call pleasant, has been made, 
the amount of which is, you shall not take the man 
from the office, but you may take the office from the 
man—you shall not drown him, but you may sink his 
boat under him; you shall not put him to death, but 
you may take away his life. The Constitution pre- 
serves to a judge his office—says he shall hold it—that 
is, it shall not be taken from him during good be- 
haviour; the Legislature shall not diminish, though 
their bounty may increase, his salary. The Constitu- 
tion provides perfectly for the inviolability of his ten- 
ure, but yet we may destroy the office which we can- 
not take away, as if the destruction of the office would 
not as effectually deprive him of it as the grant to ano- 





ther person. It is admitted, that no power derived from 
the Constitution can deprive him of the office, and yet 
it is contended that, by repeal of the law, that office 
may be destroyed. Is not this absurd? It had been 
said, that whatever one Legislature can do, another 
can undo, because no Legislature can bind its succes- 
sor; and, therefore, whatever we make we can de- 
stroy. This I deny on the ground of reason, and on 
that of the Constitution. What! can a man destroy 
his own children? Can you annul your own com- 
pacts? Can you annihilate the national debt? When 
you have by law created a political existence, can 
you, by repealing the law, dissolve the corporation 
you had made? When by your laws you give to 
an individual any right whatever, can you by a sub- 
sequent law, rightfully take it away? No; when you 
make a compact you are bound by it; when you 
make a promise you must perform it. Establish the 
contrary doctrine, and what follows? The whim of 
the moment becomes the law of the land; your coun- 
try will be looked upon as a den of robbers; every hon- 
est man will fly your shores. Who will trust you, 
when you are the first to violate your own contracts ¢ 
The position, therefore, that the Legislature may right- 
fully repeal every law made bya preceding Legisla- 
ture, when tested by reason is untrue; and it is equal- 
ly untrue, when compared with the precepts of the 
Constitution—for what does the Constitution say? 
You shall make no ex post facto law! Is not this an 
ex post factolaw ?” 


I now beg gentlemen, particularly those on 
this side of the House, to pause, to reflect, and 
compare the sentiments contained in this eloquent 
and correct extract, with the facts, principles, and 
obligations connected with the question now be- 
fore us. I demand of gentlemen to be informed, 
what will be the political condition of the thirty 
thousand people who inhabit this District, should 
the Seat of Government be removed and the ju- 
risdiction of Congress, thus as it unquestionably 
would be, withdrawn from them? I ask gentle- 
men if contracts are not in their nature recipro- 
cal, and whether the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, who surrendered this territory to the Uni- 
ted States upon certain terms and conditions, and 
for certain specific objects, might not with equal 
propriety and right demand a recession of it from 
the United States, if their convenience, or inter- 
est, or caprice so required as that Congress 
should, without their consent, throw back the 
territory on their hands whenever they thought 
proper? Area free people, entitled to just rights 
and equal laws, and who are peculiarly under 
your guardianship and protection, thus to be 
sported with, thus to be bought and sold like the 
slaves of Jamaica? Forbid it justice, forbid it 
Heaven. 

You, by the Constitution and the law, have 
given to the people of this District a “ political ex- 
istence.” Can you rightfully destroy it? You 
have established here district courts, upon the 
same principles with the other circuit courts of 
the United States; the judges and other officers 
hold their appointments by the same tenure; can 
you abolish those courts, and drive the judges 
from their seats? Surely you cannot, consist- 
ently with those principles I have always con- 

















867 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 368 
H. or R. Removal of the Seat of Government. Ocroner, 1814: 


sidered as held sacred by those whom I have 


proudly called my political friends. 


In the course of the ingenious argument of the 
leased to 


ate from New Jersey, I was 
iscover occasional successful efforts of true and 
correct principles forcing themselves from the 
toils in which they were involved. One instance 
of this was his admission, an admission made, 


too, by most gentlemen who have spoken, that, 


in the event of the Government being removed, 
indemnity was due to those classes of citizens 
who had settled here and expended their money, 
relying on the faith of the Government for its 
continuance at this place. This admission, in 
my judgment, to a great extent, if not entirely, 
yields the argument, for why should we indem- 
nify the inhabitants, if we are under no obliga- 
tions? Why pay them, if we have not deceived 
and injured them? Shall we, then, violate our 
obligations; shall we injure and deceive an in- 
nocent community and plead a miserable pit- 
tance, a promise of tender of amends at our dis- 
cretion? I cannot think so badly of the Legisla- 
ture of my country. If the honorable gentleman 
were acquainted with the real situation of most 
of the people of this District ; if he knew the sac- 
rifices which many of them have made for the 
promotion and establishment of this city, and the 
utter ruin in which they would be involved by 
the fatal measure now threatened, his sense of 
justice would not be appealed to in vain, for in- 
demnity to an extent infinitely beyond what he 
now contemplates. It is possible some of the 
original proprietors may have profited by the es- 
tablishment of the Seat of Government here, but 
it is equally true that other proprietors, from 
whose property the public have derived hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, have themselves realized 
little or nothing ; their once flourishing and high- 
ly cultivated fields cut up by the Government 
into city lots, remain unsold and unoccupied ; 
this property was, indeed, considered an increas- 
ing treasure, which would in time enrich its pos- 
sessors, and compensate for the sacrifices made to 
the public. Do the unjust deed now meditated, 
and you cut up the hopes of those people—you 
make them poor indeed. 

Mr. Speaker, before I close my remarks on the 
constitutionality of this question, I cannot avoid 
stating one or two observations more of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey, which my respect for 
that honorable gentleman, alone, induces me to 
notice. In attempting to get rid of the common 
and plain import of the word permanent, so often 
used in the acts of Congress and of cession, the 
gentleman first tells us that the word permanent 
is totally to be disregarded; he then says that it 
was introduced to distinguish the temporary resi- 
dence of ten years at Philadelphia, from the per- 
manent residence at this place. In this I per- 
fectly agree with him, for no other definition or 
meaning can be affixed to the term, than the very 
opposite of temporary, transitory, limited, or any 
other word which admits the idea of change or 
limitation. In the next breath we are told the 
word permanent meant nothing more than that 


there was no express limitation in the law as to the 
time the Seat of Government should continue 
here; consequently it was in the power of Congress 
to limit its duration and remove it at pleasure, 
Thus, agreeable to this course of reasoning, the 
seat of Government was to continue temporarily 
at Philadelphia for ten years, and then perma- 
nently at the City of Washington for six months, 
or any other period which Congress might think 
proper. I confess, Mr. Speaker, this reasoning js 
too refined for my comprehension. It is the first. 
and I presume will be the last time we shall ever 
hear that by the force of the terms alone, tempo- 
rary may be made to embrace a longer time, and 
give a more lasting tenure, than the word perma- 
nent, when applied to the same subject matter. 
But, sir, admitting for a moment, the possibility 
of this reasoning being correct; I ask the gentle- 
man if the word permanent was used in reference 
to the word temporary, in the act as before stated, 
how did it happen that the same word is used in 
the original resolution of 1789, which preceded 
the enactment of the law, and which had no re- 
ference or allusion whatever to the temporary 
residence of the Government at Philadelphia or 
elsewhere? How did it happen that during the 
discussion of the resolution, and the bill itself, by 
the members of the first Congress, so many of 
those distinguished men should have used the 
word permament in its plain, old-fashioned, com- 
mon sense meaning, without once dreaming of the 
references, limitations, and qualifications, which 
the gentleman from New Jersey has so heavily 
taxed his mpesnalty to affix? Sir, the reason is 
this—they intended the Seat of the Government 
of the United States should, when established, be 
as perpetual as the union of these States, as du- 
rable as the Constitution itself. 

The gentleman to whom I have referred, as 
also the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Gros- 
VENOR,) have derived an argument in favor of the 
right of removal, from the second member of that 
section of the Constitution which authorizes the 
establishment of the Seat of Government. It is 
contended that because the authority of Congress 
is extended over “all places purchased, by the con- 
‘ sent of the Legislature of the State in which the 
* same may be, for the erection of forts, magazines, 
‘dock yards, and other needful buildings,” the 
same obligation exists to continue those forts and 
other public works, at the sites first fixed upon 
es as there is to continue the Seat ol 
the Government at the place ceded by particular 
States, accepted and established by Congress as 
the Seat of Government has been. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Gros- 
VENOR) has even gone further—he says Congress 
had no more right to establish the permanent 
Seat of Government than they had to establish a 
permanent post road, and that we have the same 
i to repeal such a law in one case as the other. 

ad those observations proceeded from gentle- 
men less entitled to respect and influence, | cer- 
tainly should have deemed them unworthy of re- 
ply. Sir there is little or no analogy in the cases 
put by the gentlemen. In the purchase of sites 
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or other public buildings, nothing is stip- 
— i soihian contemplated, by the Constitu- 
tion or the law, other than a common bargain 
and sale for the purchase of so many acres of land, 
either from a State or from individuals, for public 
use. Congress are not restricted as to the limits, 
or number of places thus to be purchased. They 
require no jurisdiction over citizens residing with- 
in the limits of such purchases. On the contrary, 
no political existence is created, no residence per- 
mitted except of military force, no law prevails 
but martial law. Congress have therefore a right 
to remove or abandon those public works, and 
others at pleasure, without any violation of the 
public faith, or of individual: interest, either pe- 
cuniary or political. Why the gentleman from 
New York put the case of a post road, I cannot 
well imagine. He might as weil have told us 
that we had aright to repeal a tax law, which 
was not limited to a particular time, or the pro- 
ceeds pledged to any special or general objects. 
I leave to gentlemen the full benefit and exclusive 
right of such arguments as these. But, sir, upon 
the ordinary principles of contracts, suppose an 
acre of land was purchased from an individual for 
the erection of a public fort, on the authority of 
an aet of Congress, declaring the fort thus to be 
erected on the land purchased should be perma- 
nently continued and kept in repair—in conse- 
quence of which law, and in consideration of in- 
cidental advantages to be derived by the owner of 
the land, by the erection and continuance of said 
fort, the owner was induced to part with his 
property for one fourth of its value, and subject 
himself to other losses and sacrifices. I ask gentle- 
men, whether, under such circumstances, Con- 
gress could at their next session rightfully repeal 
the law, and violate their contract with the indi- 
vidual without making him a full and ample in- 
demnity? And suppose, also, that a post road was 
established which would run through the farm 
of an individual, greatly to his injury, and, as an 
inducement for obtaining the privilege, Congress 
were to enact that the said road should be per- 
manently continued, and authorize commissioners 
to enter into contracts and stipulations with the 
owner, by which he would be induced to change 
his fences, remove his buildings, or erect others, 
on the faith of the law and engagements entered 
into with the agents of the Government. Under 
such circumstances, | appeal to the understand- 
ing and common justice of the gentlemen them- 
selves, to determine what would be the duty— 
what the obligation of Congress? Sir, I have 
done with this part of the subject, and trust I have 
sufficiently answered the arguments of the honor- 
able gentleman from New Jersey, and established 
the positions I advanced in relation to the Con- 
stitution, the law, and the obligations resulting 
from them. 
So much, Mr. Speaker, has already been said 


as to the expediency and inexpediency of the 
measure under consideration, (and in which I 


have borne my part,) that little now remains of 


use or novelty. When the subject was first ush- 
ered into notice, it was advocated solely on the 
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ground of convenience and personal safety of the 
members. 
ished in succession, and a distinct one, not origi- 
nally thought of, accidentally seized upon, and is 
made the watchword or raliying point for the 
advocates of this destructive project. 
the expense of defending this District, if the Gov- 
ernment is continued here. 
ence tends to reconcile gentlemen more and more 
with their new and more humble accommodations 
in this Hall. 
or approaches the gallery, must be convinced that 
the § 

with equal despatch 
have been in the splendid apartments which we 
lately occupied. 
doned ; indeed, it never appeared to me, to bear 
a serious aspect ; it was impossible it should ; for, 
from the first moment, we found almost every 
member north of Maryland, and a few of the 
hardy sons of the West, apparently dissatisfied 
with their accommodations, while those from the 
other sections of the Union, with two or three 
exceptions, perfectly satisfied. 

ident, therefi 

not so much an individual as a sectional differ- 
ence of opinion, the objection did not in reality 
exist. 
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. Srockxron) and 


Those reasons appear to have van- 


This is, 


Every day’s experi- 


Every man who enters this room 


usiness of the session can be transacted here 
wh intelligence as it could 


This reason is therefore aban- 


It is perfectly ev- 
ore, to me, that as this was in general 


It is impossible, for instance, that the gen- 


myself could so essentially differ as to the size of 


this room, the state of its atmosphere, or the qual- 
ity of our seats, whether hard or soft. 
remarks equally apply as to the danger or security 
of remaining here. 
tlemen from the North and Kast should be 
with apprehensions for their personal safety, while 


The same 


It is not possible that gen- 
lled 


those from the Southern and middle States, whose 
nerves may, from climate, be supposed more del- 
icate, should remain unappalled. Sir, Iknow the 
nerve of some of those gentlemen too weil to be- 
lieve they would be the first to fly even on the 
approach of danger, much less before it approach- 
es. I cannot believe, sir, that the bold and daring 
spirit of the honorable gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Grosvenor) could yield to imaginary fears, 
while other gentlemen in this House remain un- 
moved. I cannot believe the young, the strong, 
and vigorous limbs of himself and his colleague, 
(Mr. Fisx,) could tremble, while my venerable 
colleagues, (Messrs. Macon and Forney,) and 
other gentlemen whom either age or accident has 
disqualified for the toils and dangers of the camp, 
and who would certainly not be foremost in pe- 
destrian feats, remained firm and unshaken. 
Gentlemen, however, have entrenched them- 
selves, as they conceive, on the ground of expense. 
They have most strangely and most erroneously 
misrepresented the expense which will be incurred 
for the defence of this District. The exaggerated 
statements on this subject are the more iolete and 
unaccountable, because they are not only contrary 
to fact and contrary to the express representations 
of the chairman of the Military Committee, but 
in total disregard of the estimates and plans of 
defence derived from the War Department. I, 
sir, am as regardful of public expenditure as any 
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member of this House; and I have no doubt, 
those gentlemen who think with me on the pres- 
ent subject are not less economical; are not less 
es to useless or improper dispositions of the 
public force and public treasure than those who 
are in favor of incurring the expense, the loss of 
time, and other fatal consequences of removing 
the Seat of Government, are to be considered the 
exclusive guardians of the public safety, the pub- 
lic homer and the public purse. The fact is this: 
The military force which has been spoken of, is 
intended for the defence, not of the District of 
Columbia alone, but ses og whole of the tenth 
military district, includifg the whole State of 
Maryland, part of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
This force is to be so disposed, as conveniently to 
be brought into action for the protection of Balti- 
more, Annapolis, the District of Columbia, or any 
point between the Potomac and Baltimore. So 
that in truth, whether Congress remain here or go 
away, the force will be the same; the expense 
neither increased nor diminished one cent. But, 
sir, if considerable additional expense were to be 
incurred, I appeal to the patriots of my country 
to know, to what more laudable object it could 
be applied than to the defence of the heart of the 
country ; to the security of the Government itself, 
and the protection of those institutions founded 
and cherished by a Washington? By his precepts 
and his institutions I will cling, as the anchor of 
our hope—the rock of our political salvation. 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. Fisk) 
objects to the disposition of the force contempla- 
ted by the Secretary of War. He says, if they 
are stationed on the middle ground between this 
District and Baltimore, they can only be brought 
to action in rear of the enemy. I know not in 
what school that gentleman acquired his military 
science—whether he practises on the lessons of 
the great Frederick, the Prince of Conde, and 
other heroes of former days, or whether he relies 
on modern improvements in the art of war intro- 
duced by the Emperor of Elba, or even our late 
Secretary of War, John Armstrong. I know not, 
but I have always understood, that if the enemy 
could be outflanked or attacked in the rear, vic- 
tory was half complete. I profess very little 
knowledge in military matters, but I will inform 
the gentleman that the situation where the troops 
are intended to be stationed will enable them to 
attack the enemy either in front or rear, as cir- 
cumstances may justify. It is also objected that 
this is a militiaforce. I pray you, sir, what other 
force have we in any of the States? What other 
force do you expect at Philadelphia, or any other 
place to which we may remove? None. Per- 
mit me here to remark, that if the dispersion of 
Congress is an object with the enemy, as gentle- 
men suppose, that object can be as well obtained 
at Philadelphia as this place; and I have the au- 
thority (if any were necessary) of military men 
for saying, that Philadelphia is less defensible 
than this District. Consequently, if we go there, 
be not only increase the danger, but the expense 
also. 
The gentleman (Mr. Grosvenor) admits that 
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he is not afraid, and he believes few or none are 
afraid of remaining here ; but he says he wishes 
to avoid the disgrace of having the Government 
again routed and driven away; and how is this 
to be done? By marching off when there js no 
danger? In other words, it is disgraceful to re. 
treat when pressed by a superior force, but hon- 
orable to run before the approach of danger. This 
is indeed a new chapter in chivalry, and one which 
I am sure the gentleman will not adopt asa guide 
for hisown conduct. This sentiment is also rather 
at points with what fell from the honorable gep. 
tleman only a moment before; the country, he 
said, was disgraced. The Administration had 
drank the very dregs of humiliation by permitting 
the enemy to pollute the soil of this District and 
riot in the Capitol of the country. This is but 
too true a picture; and I admonish gentlemen 
not to heighten this disgrace—not to consummate 
our degradation, by adopting the measure now 
proposed. Already bas the pen fallen in pity— 
in shame and confusion, from the hand of the his. 
torian. Destroy your Seat of Government! Break 
asunder this strongest link in the Federal chain! 
The pen of history will be snatched up with rage 
and indignation, and this monstrous deed por- 
trayed in all its blackest colors. 

Mr. Speaker, the unusual combination in fayor 
of this measure, by gentlemen of the most oppo- 
site political opinions, cannot fail to strike the 
attention of the House, and may well justify the 
apprehension that, with some at least, other and 
very different views may be entertained from those 
which have been expressed in debate. I therefore 
admonish gentlemen, while they are travelling the 
same road with their new companions, that they 
inquire and well understand what and where is 
the destined object. If political considerations 
are in view, it would be well for these extremes 
of political parties, which have met together on 
this single occasion, to perfectly understand each 
other before it is too late to return. The genile- 
man from New York (Mr. Grosvenor) did me 
no more than justice in supposing that I meant 
no personal reflection, when I represented the 
other day this novel coalition, by a figure perhaps 
rather ludicrous: “ The horn of Federalism hook- 
ed to the tail of Democracy, or vice versa.” The 
alternative presented to gentlemen of being at the 
head or tail of this political association precludes 
the idea of any invidious distinction. The gen- 
tleman says he is fond of union. Soam I, ina 
just and laudable object ; but rather than unite in 
error, let me remain in everlasting exile. As | 
impeach not the motives of gentlemen, I will not 
withhold from them my congratulations on this 
their first political wedding. I wish them all the 
delights of the honeymoon. I fear it will be of 
short duration. Perhaps before to-morrow’s noon 
matters of State may demand, and their divorce 
be pronounced. 

Mr. Speaker, I have claimed your attention and 
that of the House longer I fear than was agreea- 
ble; but not longer, I trust, than the importance 
of the subject demanded. I forbear a detail ot 
all the evil consequences to be apprehended to the 
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nation from the adoption of the measure now be- 
fore us. 1 will not harrow your feelings by even 
a feeble effort to portray the complicated suffer- 
ings, the deep distress In which this people would 
be involved. I yield to the admonition of the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. GRosvenor,) 
and banish as much as possible the influence of 
feelings; even that gentleman, with all his stern- 
ness and zeal on this occasion, has expressed some 
sympathy for the fate which awaits this people. 
Sir, the human being who could not do more than 
feel for such calamity, must possess a heart colder 
than apathy itself. “There are occasions when 
the worst men only can be cool.” Those alone 
can jest at scars who never felt a wound. 
NOTES. 


The following extracts are from the speeches of dis- 
tinguished members of the First Congress. 

On the 27th of August, 1789, Mr. Scott, of Penn- 
sylvania, introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a permanent residence ought to be 
fixed for the General Government of the United States, 
at some convenient place, as near the centre of wealth, 
population, and extent of territory, as may be consist- 
ent with convenience to the navigation of the Atlantic 
ocean, and having due regard to the particular situa- 
tion of the Western country. 

Mr. Hariley, of Pennsylvania, was in favor of the 
motion. He thought some attention ought to be paid 
to the petitions of the people respecting a permanent 
Seat of Government. 

Mr. Fitzsimons, of Pennsylvania, acknowledged 
there was business of great importance before Con- 
gress; but was there any more important than the 
subject proposed? It was a question in which the 
people of every part of the Union were deeply in- 
terested. It had been said that jealousies existed 
among the States ; they were not likely to be removed 
by inattention to so great a concern. 

Mr. Scoit thought the principles of the Union were 
the principles of equal justice and reciprocity. He 
conceived the question now before the House as grand 
a link as any in the Federal chain. The future tran- 
quillity and well being of the United States, he said, 
depended as much on this as on any other question 
that ever had or could come before Congress. It was 
a justice due to the extremities of the continent to 
adopt such a measure. 

Mr. Jackson, of Georgia, said that upon this subject 
depended the existence of the Union. The place of 
the Seat of Government was important in every point 
of view. It might be compared to the heart of the 
human body ; it was a centre from which the princi- 
ples of life were carried to the extremities, and from 
these might return again with precision. 

Mr. Ames, of Massachusetts, said he ever found it 
a difficult task, on the most trivial occasions, to obtain 
unanimity. What then must be the division on a 
question which some gentlemen have said the exist- 
ence of the Union depended upon? I believe it will 
involve as many passions as the human heart can dis- 
play. Every principle of local interest, pride, and 
honor, and even patriotism itself, are engaged. He 
asked if the public mind ought not to be better pre- 
pared for the occasion ! 

September 3, 1789. 

Mr. Goodhue, of Massachusetts, said the Eastern 

members, with the members from New York, have 
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agreed to fix a place on national principles, without 
regard to their own convenience, and have turned 
their minds to the banks of the Susquehanna. Mo- 
tives of convenience would have led us to fix upon the 
banks of the Delaware, but it was supposed it would 
give more lasting content to go farther South. They 
were therefore entirely of opinion that the banks of the 
Susquehanna should be the place of the permanent 
residence of the General Government. Mr. G. then 
moved a resolution, “that the permanent Seat of the 
General Government ought to be on the east bank of 
the Susquehanna.” 

Mr. Lee, of Virginia, hoped they would be guided 
in this discussion and decision by the great principles 
on which the Government itself is founded. With 
this view he introduced a preamble (recognising the 
principles of the Constitution, and declaring that those 
great objects will be best effected by establishing the 
permanent Seat of Government as nearly central as a 
convenient water communication with the Atlantic 
and’an easy aceess to the Western territory will per- 
mit) to the following resolution: “That a place as 
nearly central as a convenient communication with 
the Atlantic ocean and an easy access to the Western 
territory will permit, ought to be selected and estab- 
lished as the permanent Seat of the Government of the 
United States.” Mr. L. wished the principles of the 
Government to be recognised, that the people of the 
United States may be able to judge whether, in the 
measures about to be adopted, they are carried into 
execution by this House. 

Mr. Sedgwick, of Massachusetts, had thought that 
this was not the time consistently with the good of the 
country to determine the permanent residence of Con- 
gress. He was however ready to decide on the im- 
portant subject. 

Mr. Vining, of Delaware, agreed this was a matter 
of the highest importance. He wished that all exte- 
rior circumstances might combine in aid of Govern- 
ment, and every principle attended to which could 
preserve and add strength to it. While we had a 
Wasuineton, and his virtues, to cement and guard 
this Union, it might be safe; but when he should 
leave us, who would inherit his virtues and possess his 
influence ; who would remain to embrace and draw to 
a centre those hearts which the authority of his virtues 
alone kept in union! 

Mr. Lee, of Virginia, said a question was to be de- 
cided which involves present and future interests, and 
extends to remote generatiéns. The question is to be 
settled, which must determine whether this Govern- 
ment is to exist for ages, or be dispersed among con- 
tending winds. Will gentlemen say these principles 
ought not to be recognised? Will they say the centre 
of Government should not be the centre of the Union? 
Should it not be a situation which will admit an easy 
communication to the ocean? Will they say our West- 
ern brethren are to be disregarded? These are mo- 
mentous considerations which should lead the House 
to a conclusion. If they are disregarded, it will be an 
alarming circumstance to the people of the Southern 
States. They have felt their alarms already. 


Mr. Stone said, in fixing the permanent residence, 
we ought not only to have in view the immediate im- 
portance of the States, but what is likely to be their 
weight at a future day. After stating the probable future 
importance of the Western country, Mr. S. observed 
that the river Potomac, which had been mentioned by 
the Southern gentlemen, for the permanent Seat of 
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the Government, is, as far as I am acquainted, ex- 
tremely well calculated to furnish Government with 
the key of the country ; and a river I believe richer in 
its exports than any I have contemplated on the face 
of the earth. 


Mr. Madison, of Virginia, said he hoped that all 
would concur in the great principle on which they 
ought to conduct, and decide this business; an equal 
attention to the rights of the community. If these 
great rights be the basis of republics, and if there be a 
double necessity of attending to them in a Federal Re- 
public, it is further to be considered, that there is no 
one right, of which the people can judge with more 
ease and certainty, and of which they will judge with 
more jealousy, than of the establishment of the perma- 
nent Seat of Government; and I am persuaded that 
however often this subject may be discussed in the rep- 
resentative body, or however the attention of the com- 
mittee may be drawn to it, the observations I have 
made will be more and more verified. If we consider, 
sir, the effects of Legislative power on the aggregate 
community, we must feel equal inducements to look for 
the centre, in order to find the present Seat of Gov- 
ernment. Those who are most adjacent to the seat of 
legislation, will always possess advantages over others. 
An earlier knowledge of the laws ; a greater influence 
in enacting them ; better opportunities for anticipating 
them, and a thousand other circumstances, will give a 
superiority to those who are thus situated. If it were 
possible to promulgate our laws, by some instantane- 
ous operation, it would be of less consequence in that 
point of view where the Government might be placed ; 
but if, on the contrary, time is necessary for this pur- 
pose, we ought, as far as possible, to put every part of 
the community on a level. If we consider the influ- 
ence of the Government in its Executive Department, 
there is no less reason to conclude that it ought to be 
placed in the centre of the Union. It ought to be ina 
situation to command information relative to every 
part of the Union, to watch every conjuncture, to seize 
every circumstance that can be improved. The Execu- 
tive eye ought to be placed where it can best see the 
dangers which may threaten, and the Executive arm, 
whence it may be extended most effectually to the pro- 
tection of every part. In the Judiciary department, if 
it is not equally necessary, it is highly important that 
the Government should be equally accessible to all. 
With respect to the Western Territory, we are not to 
expect it, for it would be an affront to the understanding 
of our fellow-citizons on the Western waters, that they 
will be united with their Atlantic brethren, on any 
other principle than that of equality and justice. He 
was sure, that if justice required us to take any one 
position in preference to another, we had every in- 
ducement, both of interest and of prudence, to fix on 
the Potomac, as most satisfactory to our Western breth- 
ren. Onacandid view of the two rivers, (Susquehanna 
and Potomac,) he flattered himself that the seat which 
would most correspond with the public interest would 
be found on the banks of the Potomac. It was proper 
that we should have some regard to the centre of ter- 
ritory ; if that was to have weight, he begged leave to 
say that there was no comparison between the two 
rivers. He defied any gentleman to cast his eye, in 
the most cursory manner, over a map, and say, that the 
Potomac is not much nearer this centre than any part 
of the Susquehanna. If we measure from the banks 
of the Potomac to the most Eastern part of the United 
States, it is less distant than to the most Southern. If 
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we measure this great area diagonally, the Potomac wi 
still have the advantage. If you draw a line perpen. 
dicularly, to the direction of the Atlantic coast, we sha|) 
find that it will run more equally through the Potoma 
than through any other part of the Union ; or, if there 
be any difference between one side and the other, there 
will be a greater space on the Southwest than on the 
Northern. All the maps of the United States show 
the truth of this. He granted that the present centre 
of population is nearer the Susquehanna than the Po. 
tomac. But are we choosing a Seat of Government fy; 
the present moment only? He presumed not. 


The adoption of the resolve was further oppos- 
ed by Messrs. Jounson of Kentucky, Forsyr, 
of Georgia, Hawkins of Kentucky, ties and 
Ruea olf Tennessee; and advocated by Messrs, 
Suarp of Kentuckyjand Incersout of Peno. 
sylvania. 

The question on the passage of the resolution 
was decided as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs, Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, 
Butler, Caldwell, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Condici, 
Conard, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, Davenport, Davis o; 
Pennsylvania, Denoylles, Desha, Duvall, Ely, Findley, 
Fisk of New York, Geddes, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hu- 
bert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode |s. 
land, Kent of New York, King of Massachuseetts, 
Law, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, 
Oakley, Ormsby, Pickering, Piper, Post, John Reed, 
Rea of Pennsylvnia, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Sey- 
bert, Sharp, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Tannehill, Taylor, Thompson, 
Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Winter—72. 


Nars—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Buar- 
nett, on of Virginia, Bowen, Burwell, Chappell, 
Clopton, Comstock, Crawford, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, 
Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Han- 
son, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Humphreys, Hunger- 
ford, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lowndes, Macon, McUoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Pear- 
son, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, 
Sage, Sevier, Smith of Virginia, Stuart, Telfair, 
Troup, White, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, an‘ 
Yancey—71. 


So the resolution was agreed to, and a com- 
mittee appointed to bring in a bill in pursuance 
thereof. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, Mr. Grosvenor, Mr. 
Saarp, Mr. Incersout, Mr. Forsytn, Mr. Pear- 


son, and Mr. Lewis, were appointed the said 
committee. 





Mownpay, October 7. 


Two other members, to wit: from New York, 
Wituiam 8. Smirn; and from Kentucky, Sasi- 
vEL Hopkins; appeared, and took their seats. 

The bill for extending the right of suffrage, 


&c., in the Mississippi Territory, passed through 


a Committee of the Whole, and was ordered (o 
be engrossed for a third reading. 
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According to the order of the day, the House 


| 7 resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 


ort of the Committee of Claims, un- 
peas a the petition of Thomas Cutts, of the 
District of Maine, who prays reimbursement of 
moneys paid for property purchased at a mar- 
shal’s sale, together with costs and damages on 
the recovery uf said property from him by a third 
person, by due process of law. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, opposed the adop- 
tion of the report, which was supported by Mr. 
Yancey, of North Carolina, the chairman of the 
committee who made it, &c. 

The report of the Committee of Claims was 
finally reversed by the Committee of the Whole, 
and so reported to the House. It was then ordered 


- to lie on the table for further consideration. 


A communication was received from the Com- 


’ missioner of the General Land Office, on the 
' subject of Indian cessions; which was ordered to 


lie on the table. 


Adjourned to Monday. 





Monpay, October 10. 

Several other members, to wit: from Massa- 
chusetts, Samuet Tacaart; from Maryland, 
Samuet Rineeoup; from North Carolina, WiL- 
uiaM Kennepy; and from Louisiana, Tuomas 


' Botrine Ropertson ; appeared, and took their 


seats, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed joint resolutions 
“expressive of the sense of Congress of the gal- 
lant conduct of Captain Thomas Macdonough, 
the officers, seamen, marines, and infantry, acting 
as marines, on board the United States’ squadron 
on Lake Champlain,” in which they ask the con- 
currence of this House. 

The resolutions were read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An engrossed bill further to extend the right 
of suffrage, and to increase the number of mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council of the Mississippi 
Territory, was read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Oakey, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to lay before this House a statement 
of the return of the direct tax and the internal du- 
ties, established by the several acts passed at the 
first session of the present Congress, as far as the 
same have been received, showing— 

First, The assessment made of houses, lands, 
and slaves, in the several collection districts in 
the several States, and the aggregate of assess- 
ments in each State. 

Secondly, The amount received on account of 
the direct tax from each State, and from each 
collection district in the several States. 

Thirdly, The amount received on account of 
each of the said internal duties, distinguishing 
the amount received on account of each from the 
States, respectively, and from each collection 
district in the several States. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the whole House on the resolutions reported 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, expressive 
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of the sense of Congress of the gallant conduct of 
Major General Brown, and Brigadiers Scott, 
Gaines, and Macomb ; and, after some time spent 
therein the Committee rose, reported progress, 
and had leave to sit again. 

A message from the Senate infurmed the House 
that the Senate have passed a joint resolution 
‘empowering the Joint Library Committee of 
Congress to contract for the purchase of Mr. Jef- 
ferson’s library ;” in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The said resolution was read twice, and refer- 
red to a Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report on so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to the finances of the United 
States; which was read, and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Thursday next. 


The report is as follows : 


That taxes, loans, and Treasury notes, appear to be 
the resources on which we must rely for carrying on 
the war. The product of the first cannot be com- 
manded in time to meet the immediate demands on 
the Treasury. A reliance on loans, in the present sit- 
uation of this country, would be uncertain; and the 
terms on which they would be obtained, not such as 
to induce a resort to them at the present moment. 
Treasury notes, combined with a system of taxation, 
more extended than the one heretofore adopted, will 
it is believed, in the present state of bank credit, be 
found to be a much better resource. The wantof some 
medium, which, resting on a firm and solid basis, may 
unite public confidence, and have a general, instead of 
a local circulation, is now universally acknowledged. 
The stoppage of specie payments by the principal banks 
of the Middle States has embarrassed greatly the oper- 
ations of the Treasury, and, by confining the circula- 
tion of notes to the limits of the States within which 
they are issued, has deprived the Government of all 
the facilities, in the remittance of money, which was 
afforded while public confidence gave to bank notes a 
general circulation. The notes of New York and 
Philadelphia will not be received in Boston ; the notes 
of Baltimore, or of the District «f Columbia, will not 
answer for payments in Philadelphia. If, by any new 
modification, Treasury notes could be made to answer 
the purposes of a circulating medium between the 
different States, they would greatly facilitate the oper- 
ations of Government, and free from embarrassment 
the transactions of individuals. To secure their circu- 
lation, it would be necessary—1. To issue the notes in 
sums sufficiently small for the ordinary purposes of 
society ; 2. To allow the individual who holds them to 
fund them at pleasure at any of the loan offices, and 
to receive their amount in stock of the United States, 
bearing an interest of 8 per cent»; 3. To make them 
payable to bearer, and transferrable by delivery: 4. To 
make them receivable in all payments for public lands 
and taxes; 5. To pledge, for the payment of the inter- 
est on the amount issued, so much of the internal 
duties as shall be necessary. ‘To prevent an accumu- 
lation of circulating medium, the United States to retain 
the power, on giving six months’ notice, of redeeming 
them with specie, or exchanging for them stock, bear- 
ing an interest of 8 per cent. If these provisions are 
adopted, and taxes imposed, which shall manifest 
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the aid of machinery, worked by steam or water; Above 9,000, 1,900,at100 = - 10,000 on 
leather; pig iron; castings; bar, rolled, and slit iron, | Boots: white-top, and full-dress military ener 
and on nails made by the aid of machinery; on furni-| boots; 100,000 pairs,at 75 cents- = - 75,000 fries 
ture above a certain value, except beds, bedding, and | Other boots or bootees, of the value of $8 ; reet 
4 articles of domestic manufacture, in the hands of the 250,000 pairs, at 50 cents - . - 125,000 : oo 
! owner ; beer, ale, and porter, in the hands of the man- | Boots or bootees, not less than $5 in value, it 
ufacturer; boots and shoes, above a certain price, in and not exceeding $8 ; 500,000 pairs, at b : 
the hands of the manufacturer; on plated harness,in}| 25cents - - - - = = 125,000 7 
the hands of the owner; on vats for the manufacture | Fine shoes, above the value of $1 75; spo! 
of paper ; on saddles and bridles, above a certain price, 1,000,000 pairs, at 10 cents - - - 100,000 prey 
in the hands of the owner; on gold and siver watches, | Plated harness, in the hands of the owner ; if o1 


in the hands of the owner; on pleasure horses, kept! 50,000 pairs, at $2 - - - - 100,000 has 
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On the manufacture of paper: on vats ex- 
exclusively employed in making white 
paper, $50 ; on vats employed in making 
part white and part brown, $30 ; on vats 
exclusively employed in making brown 
paper, $15 ;—2,000 vats averaged i 

On nails’ made by the aid of machinery, 


30,000 


20,000,000 of pounds, at 1 cent - 200,000 
On saddles under $10 value, 50 cents ; over 
$10 and under $15, 75 cents; and above 
the value of $15, $1 - - - - 100,000 
On bridles of less value than $2, 10 cents ; 
$2 and under $5, 20 cents; $5 and 
under $10, 40 cents; above $10, $1 - 100,000 
On pleasure horses, kept exclusively for the 
saddle, $1; horses kept exclusively for 
the carriage, $150 = - - - - 150,000 
On gold watches, 250,000, at $2 - - 500,000 
On silver watches, 250,000, at $1 - - 250,000 
On playing cards, 400,000 packs, at 25 cts. 100,000 
On lotteries, a per centum on the amount - 50,000 
Total - - - . - $11,635,000 


Add the revenue for 1815, as estimated by 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury - - 10,800,000 


Making for 1815 a revenue of - $22,435,000 


NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unitep Startss: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress communications just received 
from the Plenipotentiaries of the United States, charg- 
ed with negotiating peace with Great Britain ; show- 
ing the conditions on which alone that Government 
is willing to put an end to the war. 

The instructions to those Plenipotentiaries, disclos- 
ing the grounds on which they were authorized to 
negotiate and conclude a Treaty of Peace, will be the 
subject of another communication. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasaineton, October 10, 1814. 

The Message and communications were refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Forsytu moved that five thousand copies 
be printed for the use of the members. 

Mr. Hanson, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the resolution by inserting “ten thousand copies” 
in the place of “five thousand.” He said he was 
persuaded the information communicated in the 
Message had awakened but one feeling through- 
out the House, and stamped the same impression 
on every member. It had always been his opin- 
ion that it became not this Government to stand 
on idle, frivolous etiquette, but to speak to the 
enemy, if indeed we desired to convert him to a 
friend, to speak to him frankly. plainly, and di- 
rectly, to the end that all ground for his doubting 
our sincerity might be removed. He trusted that 
it would appear that our Commissioners had 
been instructed so to speak, and that they had so 
spoken. If, then, on fair and honorable terms 
proposed, England should have denied us peace; 
if other and new claims had been set up; if she 
has attempted to annex degrading and humili- 
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ating conditions; if she has presumed to trench 
upon our ascertained rights as hitherto acknowl- 
edged and enjoyed, from that moment Mr. H.’s 
determination had long since been formed to 
unite in supporting the most vigorous system of 
honorable war, with the hope of bringing the 
enemy toa sense of justice. Mr. H. was satisfied 
that nothing more was necessary to make the 
war national than to convince the people that an 
honest and fair effort had been made to obtain 
peace, and it had been denied upon terms mutu- 
ally honorable. From that moment it ceased to 
be a party war, and of necessity became national. 
Mr. H. said he too well knew the party with 
which it had been his pride and happiness to act, 
to doubt of their determining to bear a just share 
of the sacrifices to be incurred in defending the 
honor of the nation in a war that becomes just. 
Forgetting, as far as possible, their objections to 
the Administration; stifling their complaints as 
far as might be against the party that supports it; 
sacrificing all minor considerations; endeavoring 
to bury in oblivion the numerous wrongs inflicted 
upon their party; omitting, to every proper ex- 
tent, a retrospect of the past, and looking to the 
present and the future, for the purpose of staunch- 
ing the bleeding wounds of their country, they 
would stand forth in this her hour of peril, in 
asserting and maintaining her established rights 
and honor. But, sir, said Mr. H., while we have 
ever been ready to sacrifice our political feelings 
upon the altar of our country, the sacred duty we 
owe to it will require of us never to cease insist- 
ing on a reform in the measures of the Govern- 
ment, and the choice of honorable and enlight- 
ened men, competent to conduct its affairs ina 
crisis so awful. . Unfortunately for the country, 
the character of the men who now directed its 
destinies was not of this description; nor did they 
possess the confidence of the nation. 

Mr. Oakey, of New York, said that it was 
not necessary for him on this occasion to reiterate 
the sentiments of his honorable friend (Mr. Han- 
gon.) His friend, he was confident, had expressed 
the feelings and opinions of those gentlemen with 
whom he was accustomed to act, on the nature 
and character of the demands and pretensions of 
the British Government, as developed in the de- 
spatches just read tothe House. He did not hesi- 
tate, in the fullest manner, to declare, that those 
demands and pretensions were utterly inadmissi- 
ble under any circumstances. But, Mr. O. said, 
while he made this declaration, and while he felt, 
in common with all gentlemen, the conviction 
that there could be but one sentiment in the 
nation, as to the necessity of resisting, by all the 
means in our power, the unjust and arrogant 
claims of the enemy, he felt bound to remark, 
that he could never forget by whom and upon 
what grounds the nation had been involved in 
this war, upon the issue of which were now staked 
the essential rights and honor of the country. 
The character given by the enemy to the war, 
had put at hazard these rights and that honor, 
and they must now be vindicated at an incalcu- 
lable expense of treasure and blood. Mr. O. said 
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it was notorious, that, at the commencement of 
the war, a great portion of the people of this 
country thought it rash and unnecessary. If the 
Administration had been willing to make peace 
on terms which could be expected to unite the 
approbation of the nation, they must have been 
prepared to abandon some of the grounds on 
which it had been declared. Their conduct in 
the late negotiation could not be properly esti- 
mated until the instructions to our Commission- 
ers are laid before the House. This, Mr. O. said, 
he perceived was to be done. It would then ap- 
pear how far they had thought it important to 
maintain the grounds on which they had deemed 
it expedient to commence a war; the conclusion 
of which was not now within their control, and 
appeared to be removed to a hopeless distance. 

r. O. said, it was indispensable to the safety 
of the nation, that its affairs, at this awful crisis, 
should be committed to the management of men 
who could reasonably be expected to unite the 
confidence of the nation; and who, when they 
had compelled the enemy to abandon his unjust 
and insulting pretensions, would not throw new 
obstacles in the way of peace, by setting up any 
unwarrantable claims on our part. He would 
tell gentlemen in sober earnestness, that a war 
which, to be successful, must be waged by the 
united means and vigor of the nation, could 
never be conducted to an honorable issue by a 
party Administration. 

Besides the above remarks of Mr. Hanson and 
Mr. Oaxk.ey, which are reported with critical 
correctness, a few remarks were made by Mr. 
Forsyrn, of Georgia, and Mr. Wricut, of Ma- 
ryland, the first acquiescing in Mr. Hanson’s 
motion, and the second approving the spirit of 
the remarks of Mr. H., his colleague. 

The motion to print ten thousand copies was 
agreed to. 





Tuespay, October 11. 

Another member, to wit: from New York, 
ApraHAM Hassrouck, appeared, and took his 
seat. 

The Speaker presented a petition from Peter 
Landais, praying to be paid his share of prize 
money for British vessels captured during the 
Revolutionary War by the American frigate 
the Alliance, under his command.—Laid on the 
table. 

HONORS TO THE BRAVE. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense entertained by Congress of the 
gallantry and good conduct with which the repu- 
tation of the arms of the United States has been 
sustained by Major Generals Brown, Scott, and 
Gaines, and Brigadier General Macomb. These 
resolutions were yesterday amended in commit- 
tee by the insertion of the names of Generals P. 
B. Porter, Ripley, and Miller. These amend- 
ments were, after considerable debate, confirmed 
by the House. The resolution approbatory of 


the conduct of Brigadier General Macomb was: 
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a 
also amended, on the motion of Mr. Suaipuerp 
of New York, b aoaeg thereto the names of 
Major General Mooers of the New York militia, 
and Major General Strong of the militia of 
Vermont. 

The resolutions thus amended, were ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading—Ayes 93. 


LIBRARY FOR CONGRESS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the resolution authorizing the Li- 
brary Committee of Congress to contract for the 
purchase of the library of Mr. Jefferson. 

The letter of Mr. Jefferson to Samuel H. Smith, 
Esq., offering the library to Congress on their 
own terms and their own time of payment, to 
replace in some degree the loss sustained in this 
respect by the recent invasion, was read. The 
letter states that the collection has been the work 
of fifty years and of great care and attention (and 
said to consist of ten thousand volumes)—a col- 
lection which he had designed, at his death, to 
have offered the refusal of to Congress—but this 
intention, the letter states, is hastened by the re. 
cent events, as the few years yet left to him 
would afford him but a barren use of this exten- 
sive and valuable library.—[For which letter see 
Senate Proceedings, ante page 24.] 

After much desultory conversation, as to the 
value of this library, the nature of the selection, 
&c., the Committee rose (in order, apparently, to 
give further time to the members to examine the 
catalogue) and obtained leave to sit again. 





Wepnespay, October 12. 


Mr. Peasants, of Virginia, from the Com- 
mittee of Naval Affairs, reported without amend- 
ment the resolution from the Senate in honor of 
Captain Macdonough, his officers and crew ; and 
they were made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

The resolutions expressive of the high sense 
entertained by the Congress of the United States 
of the gallantry and good conduct with which 
the reputation of the arms of the United States 
has been sustained by Generals Brown, Scott, 
Gaines, Ripley, and Miller, of the Army, and 
General P. B. Porter of the New York militia, 
and General Macomb of the Army, were read 4 
third time, as amended. 

Mr. Oaxk.ey, of New York, moved to recom- 
mit the same for amendment ; alleging, as a rea- 
son therefor, that the amendments which had 
been incorporated in the resolutions afforded a 
strong objection to their passage. 

After a debate of about two hours, the motion 
of Mr. Oakey was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tions were committed to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House that they had passed a joint 
resolution relative to the capture of the British 
ae of war L’Epervier by the Peacock ; which 
resolve was twice read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 
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The order of the day on Mr. Jackson’s motion 
to amend the Constitution having been called 
up, on motion of Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, the 
further consideration of the same was postponed 
to, and made the order of the day for, the first 


Monday in December next. 





Taurspay, October 13. 


Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, gave notice that he 
should to-morrow call up the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the additional 
taxes. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, called up the re- 
port for this day, but the House overruled his 
motion. 

On motion of Mr. Cooper, of New York, a 
resolution was adopted, instructing the Secretary 
of War to make a report to the House, of the 
claims of the several States and Territories for 
moneys advanced in paying the expenses of the 
militia of any State or Territory, heretofore called 
out under the authority of such State or Terri- 
tory, for the purpose of repelling invasion or de- 
fending it from the incursion of the enemy— 
specifying what calls, if any, have not been sanc- 
tioned by the President of the United States, and 
distinguishing the items which, under existing 
laws, may be adjusted and settled, and such also 
as cannot be settled without legislative provision. 


HONOR TO THE BRAVE. 


Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Military 
Committee, reported the resolutions, yesterday re- 
ferred to them, in the following amended form: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the thanks of Congress be and they 
are hereby presented to Major General Brown, and 
through him to the officers and men under his com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct in the suc- 
cessive battles of Chippewa, Niagara, and Erie, in 
Upper Canada, in which British veteran troops were 
beaten and repulsed by equal or inferior numbers, and 
that the President of the United States be requested to 
cause a gold medal to be struck, emblematical of these 
triumphs, and presented to Major General Brown. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause a gold medal to be struck, with 
suitable emblems and devices, and presented to Major 
General Scott, in testimony of the high sense enter- 
tained by Congress of his distinguished services in the 
successive conflicts of Chippewa and Niagara, and of 
his uniform gallantry and good conduct in sustaining 
the reputation of the arms of the United States. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause silver medals to be struck, with 
suitable emblems and devices, and presented to Briga- 
dier General Ripley, Brigadier General Miller, and 
Brigadier General Porter, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained by Congress of their gallantry and 
good conduct in the several conflicts of Chippewa, 
Niagara, and Erie. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be and they 
are hereby presented to Brigadier General Gaines, and 
through him to the officers and men under his com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct in defeat- 
ing the enemy at Erie, on the ‘th of August, repelling 
with great slaughter the attack of a British veteran 
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army superior in numbers, and that the President of 
the United States be requested to cause a gold medal 
to be struck, emblematical of this triumph, and pre- 
sented to Brigadier General Gaines. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be and they 
are hereby presented to Brigadier General Macomb, 
and through him to the officers and men under his 
command, for their gallantry and good conduct in de- 
feating the enemy at Plattsburg, on the 1!th of Sep- 
tember, repelling with 1,500 men, aided by a body of 
militia and volunteers from New York and Vermont, 
a British veteran army greatly superior in number, 
and that the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause a gold medal to be struck, emble- 
matical of this triumph, and presented to Brigadier 
General Macomb. 

No debate took place on this report, except a 
few words on the subject of an amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Guouson, which he afterwards 
withdrew. 

The report was accepted without opposition, 
and ordered to be read a third and last time to- 
day. (But, hefore it could be engrossed for that 
purpose, the House had adjourned. } 


THE BATTLE ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 


The House, on motion of Mr. PLeasanrrs, of 
Virginia, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the resolutions from the Senate, ex- 
pressive of the sense of Congress of the impor- 
tance and brilliancy of the decisive victory ob- 
tained by Commodore Thomas Macdonough and 
his brave officers and men. 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, said, before the 
question was taken upon the resolutions, he would 
take the liberty of submitting to the consideration 
of the Committee'a few remarks. Whatever, said 
he, may be the difference of opinion among us, as 
to the manner or the measure of approbation 
which we will bestow upon our land aa and 
soldiers, I believe there is but one sentiment as to 
our seamen. Fortunately for our country, the 
occasions of just and honorable eulogium upon 
them have been so frequent, that the practice is 
fully settled, the precedents completely estab- 
lished. The subject of the resolutions before you, 
is the victory obtained by Commodore Macdon- 
ough and his gallant comrades on Lake Cham- 
plain, over a superior British squadron, on the 
memorable 11th of September last—a victory in 
itself equal to any one which has been achieved 
by our navy; in its consequences certainly sur- 
passed by none. A view of the relative strength 
of the two squadrons will convince us that this 
victory was in itself equal to any one which has 
preceded it. It is sufficient to observe, that in 
almost every particular, perhaps in every one, 
the advantage was on the side of the enemy. 
The action was commenced by him in the fullest 
confidence of success. He chose his own time; 
he took his own distance; he was animated by 
the presence of a great army, spectators of the 
contest. He was stimulated by that spirit of 
emulation which never ceases to exist between 
the Army and Navy. He had every reason to 
believe that, upon the successful issue of the naval 
contest, depended the successful issue of the cam- 
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ign. Thus situated, and thus wrought upon 
y motives so powerful, he would probably have 
been successful had he not been opposed by men 
actuated by feelings of a character somewhat dif- 
ferent, but perhaps of still more powerful influ- 
ence. The Americans were, in every sense of 
the word, fighting for theircountry. That coun- 
try was likely to fall under one of the severest 
scourges to which any country can be exposed. 
The City of Washington had just before fallen 
a prey to the invaders—there was good reason to 
believe that Baltimore was on the eve of destruc- 
tion—perhaps destroyed. The determination to 
lay wasie and destroy all the assailable parts of 
our country had been announced in form. A fe- 
rocious determination, sir! Adopted, we are as- 
sured, at the special instance of the Governor of 
Canada. A combination of more powerful in- 
centives to exertion has seldom addressed itself 
to the human mind. Under its influence our 
brave countrymen fought; and under its influ- 
ence they conquered. The consequences of their 
victory are known to all united America. To 
recite them would be superfluous; I shall not un- 
dertake it, sir. All I ask is, and I ask it with 
pleasure, because I am sure I shall receive it, the 
undivided sentiment of this House in favor of the 
resolutions. 

No opposition or amendment being made, the 
resolutions were reported to the House, and or- 
dered toa third reading; and were accordingly 
read a third time, and passed by an unanimous 
vote. 


REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the select com- 
mittee to whom the subject was referred, reported 
the following bill: 

A bill for the temporary removal of the Seat of Gov- 
ernment from the City of Washington. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That, within twenty days from and 
after the passing of this act, all the offices attached to 
the Seat of the Government of the United States shall 
be removed, under the direction of the respective hold- 
ers thereof, from the City of Washington to » in 
the State of , and there opened for the transaction 
of public business. 

Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, within the 
said twenty days, from and after the passing of this 
act, Congress shall adjourn for days, to meet at 
the expiration of the said days, at » in the 
State of ——, then and there to finish the session of 
the present Congress. 

Szc. 3. And be it further enacted, That, within the 
said twenty days after the passing of this act, the Seat 
of the Government of the United States shall, by vir- 
tue of this act, be transferred to the said , in the 
State of ,and shall continue and remain there, 
for and during the continuance of the present war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, and until 
the commencement of the next session of Congress 
after the termination of the war aforesaid. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That, for defray- 
ing the expenses of such removal, the sum of 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out 
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of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the firs, 
session of Congress to be held after the termination of 
the present war between the United States and Great 
Britain, shall be held at the City of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia, to which place the public 
offices attached to the Seat of the Government of the 
United States shall, at the commencement of the said 
session, together with the Seat of the Government o/ 
the United States, be transferred; and, from and after 
that time, shall cease to be held or exercised elsewhere, 


Mr. Forsytn, of Georgia, having objected to 
the second reading of the bill— 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, moved to reject the 
bill, and thereon demanded the yeas and nays. 
The reason he assigned for it was, that instead of 
being engaged on a subject of this kind, the 
House ought to be engaged in matters of high 
importance, in which the destinies of the nation 
are involved. He would call the attention of 
were to the despatches from Europe, which, 
1e thought, would clearly indicate that other ob- 
jects than this ought to occupy the attention of 
the House. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, said he most 
sincerely regretted that this course had been taken 
with the bill. If gentlemen were friends to this 
District, if they wished the question decided in 
such a way as would quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple of the District, they ought to refrain from 
poshing this question now, when many were ab- 
sent who did not expect it to come on. If, when 
all the members were present, there should appear 
to be a majority against the bill, the question 
would be fairly settled ; but a surprise of this sort 
could not decide it. The question was one, he 
said, of trying importance, not only to the Dis- 
trict, but to other parts of the nation. It ought 
to be decided by a full vote. Until it was so set- 
tled, if against removal, there is not one citizen 
who ought to have confidence in the permanence 
of the Seat of Government. Gentlemen ought 
to deal liberally, and let the business take the usual 
course. If this course was taken, the real ques- 
tion would not be decided, but would be subject 
to continual agitation. 

Mr. Forsytu, of Georgia, said, so far as he was 

ersonally concerned, he denied the imputation of 
intending to obtain a vote by surprise; he was not 
operated upon by any such consideration. He 
was not, he said, peculiarly a friend to the people 
of this District; it was not on their account he 
was opposed to the bill. It was the intrinsic im- 
portance of this question to the nation at large, 
that demanded his attention. It was necessary 
this question should be settled, and promptly set- 
tled. He had no idea that any member could be 
taken by surprise, and he was indeed surprised at 
the remark. This question had been amply dis- 
cussed, and there was nothing to be said on the 
subject, &c. By referring to the bill, it would 
be seen that the bill could not possibly pass, and 
the Seat of Government be removed within thirty 
days; before which time the season would afford 
ample security against the approach of an enemy. 
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By that time all the arguments which had been 
urged in favor of a removal would be done away 
by the rigor of theseason. As to personal incon- 
venience from sitting here, he did not believe any 
gentleman could or would be influenced by mo- 
tives of that character. There was now no rea- 
son for removal. If reasons should hereafter oc- 
cur, it would be then time enough for Congress 
to remove. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, said he very much re- 
gretted that this motion had been submitted to 
the consideration of the House. The principles 
of this bill had been more than once before the 
House, who had decided in favor of the removal ; 
and it could not be expected they were now pre- 
pared to reject the bill. The exposure of this 
place and the expense of sitting here were as 
great now as they had been before. As to the 
argument that time will render this place secure, 
Mr. F. said he would answer the gentleman, for 
the enemy, as a French marshal had once replied 
to some such remark, that he would not consult 
the enemy as to the time or place of meeting him. 
Mr. F. said we were now situated four hundred 
miles from the most important seat of war, with 
which daily and expeditious communication was 
all-important, as well to the facility of supplies 
as to the combination of movement and action, 
&e, The increase of expense thus incurred, he 
said, amounted to a greater sum than would the 
cost of removal of the public offices to Philadel- 
phia or New York. To brave all these inconve- 
niences merely in consideration of the interests 
of the people of this District, would be to pervert 
the Constitutional provision which gives Con- 
gress exclusive legislation over the District, and 
instead of that, would be giving to the District 
the control over Congress. Mr. F’, said he viewed 
the interests of the citizens of this District with 
the same consideration as he did those of all other 
citizens; but they had, he presumed, too much 
good sense and patriotism to ask Congress, merely 
out of regard to their personal views, to compro- 
mit the national interests. They were not to be 
ruined, either, by a permanent removal; for the 
bill itself provided for the return of Congress to 
this pee after the war. Congress would be 
equally exposed, and require the same expendi- 
ture for their protection, at every session during 
the war as they were now. Gentlemen had said 
the enemy would not come here now, because 
they could find no object. It had been supposed 
that the enemy could have no object in coming 
here before, but he had come. as it not neces- 
sary, not only that the members should feel them- 
selves secure from personal danger, but also from 
fear of interruption? Should not the creditors of 


the Goverament be satisfied of the safety of Con- | 


grees? And when we speak of them, said Mr. 
"., let us not pass them over with a bare men- 
tion. On whom must we rely for the support of 
our finances—for the sinews to carry on the war? 
Where are the moneyed men? Are they here? 
He meant by this no invidious distinctions. The 
pantemen from North Carolina (Mr. Macon) 

ad the other day called the attention of the 


House to the character of the votes for removal, 
which were all from the North and East—from 
the moneyed men who wielded the capital of the 
nation. Let gentlemen reflect that these men 
would not advance their money with the same 
confidence to the Government at this place as if 
it were removed. This was the explanation 
which he would give of those votes. as it not 
true that confidence in the public securities had 
been for a moment withdrawn on the oceupation 
of the city by the enemy? If we have not now 
the means of meeting the public creditors, if we 
cannot look them in the face, if, by a temporary 
removal from this place, we can fulfil our engage- 
ments and redeem the public faith, which would 
be violated by remaining here, Mr. F. asked if 
they ought not to remove? As to the urgency 
of more ie mye business to prevent the con- 
sideration of this, Mr. F. said this complaint was 
without reason, Let it be recollected that Con- 
gress had met and adjourned at twelve o’clock, 
or a little after, every day during the present ses- 
sion; but if the present question had been de- 
ferred till other business of moment was prepared 
for discussion, the argument would have — en- 
titled to same weight. At present no business 
was more important than this; and, if it were 
not so, the House would not have sanctioned its 
discussion. Mr. F’. said he was not pleased at the 
unusual course proposed to be pursued in relation 
to this bill. He had often heard motiofs for the 
rejection of bills, but never knew one of them 
successful. Considering the history and charac- 
ter of this bill, it was entitled to the ordinary 
course of passing to a second and third readiag. 
If, on a fair vote, there should be a majority 
against it, let there be an end of the question, 
not for this moment only, but during the war. 
Mr. NewrTon, of Virginia, said he did not rise 
to discuss this question, because he was satisfied 
the House was prepared to decide on it. He 
rose only to ask the gentleman to be kind enough 
to answer him one question. The faith of the 
nation is to be pledged for the money which must 
be obtained for the support of Government. Will 
not the pledge to be given in Washington be as 
valuable as any whiek could be given in Phila- 
delphia? Will a removal increase the ability of 
a nation to meet the demands against it? It is 
not so. The Government is as competent to all 
such purposes here as it could be in any other 
city. Mr. N. appealed to the side of the House 
on which he sat. We, said he, are the majority ; 
it is necessary for us to carry on the war with 
vigor. Your army now wants supplies: the mo- 
ment when you ought to vote them, a bill is in- 
troduced calculated to set everything in motion, 
and we know not where and when Congress 
will meet again if it passes. If the public inter- 
est thus suffers, the responsibility is on us, and 
the people will look to us for accountability for 
| all the evils which will result from such conduct. 
Mr. SrockxTon, after desiring a call of the 
House, (which was not in order,) moved an ad- 
journment, and called the yeas and nays thereon, 
in order to ascertain what members were absent. 
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The yeas and nays having been so taken, there 
were for adjournment 40, against it 103, as foi- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Bigelow, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Caldwell, 
Cilley, Condict, Cooper, Cox, Dana, Davenport, Ely, 
Geddes, Grosvenor, Hulbert, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Kent of New York, Law, Lovett, Markell, 
Moffit, Moseley, Ormsby, John Reed, Sherwood, Skin- 
ner, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, 
Taggart, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alston, Archer, Avery, Barbour, 
Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Boyd, Brown, 
Burwell, Butler, Chappell, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, 
Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwin, Griffin, 
Hall, Hanson, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hun- 
gerford, Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King 
of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lewis, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Pear- 
son, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Post, Potter, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Roane, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, Sevier, Seybert, 
Sharp, Shipherd, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Stuart, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Troup, Udree, 
White, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 


Mr. Srocxron then said, as eight or nine mem- 
bers appeared to be absent, he should move to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill till 
to-morrow. 

On this motion Mr. Raga required the previ- 
ous question, which was not sanctioned by a 
sufficient number to take it. 

Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, and Mr. Gaston, of 
North Carolina, though both opposed to the bill, 
favored the postponement, from motives of liber- 
ality, and also from a dislike to what might by 
the absentees and others be deemed an unfair 
mode of legislation. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, and Mr. Forsyvrn, of 
Georgia, opposed postponement, on the ground 
that the bill had been already sufficiently debated 
and ought by this time to be well understood, 
and also on the ground that there was now more 
than an usual number of members present, and 
ene more than there would be to-morrow. 

Mr. Grosvenor disclaimed any intention to 
impute improper motives to gentlemen by the 
expression that this was a surprise. He merely 
meant to say that such would be the effect of 
now taking the question. 

Mr. Waicut, of Maryland, for the same rea- 
sons assigned by other gentlemen, was in favor 
of postponement. He had no doubt the final de- 
cision would be in favor of remaining here. He 
hoped the final question would be taken to-mor- 
row. He was not willing any longer to suspend 
the people of the city by the eyelids. Even the 
savages destroy their victim the same day they 
begin to inflict the deathly tortures on him. He 
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hoped the decision would then put eternally to 
rest the question of removal, and that this city, 
established by Wasaincron, will never be broken 
up on the pretence that moneyed men would not 
lend their money here. Mr. W. said, if there 
were men who would act in this local manner, 
he did not desire their aid. The violation of 
public faith in even a temporary removal, under 
present circumstances, would injure the public 
credit infinitely more than a removal to any 
Northern city would strengthen it. Every man 
must see the situation of the country; every part 
of the Atlantic borders alike exposed to attack. 
But we should never have had a country to de- 
fend, if our ancestors had been appalled by dan- 
ger—and danger so much greater than now, that 
living here was considered next to death, and 
was inflicted by the British Government as a 

unishment in commutation of that of death, 

e€ saw no inconvenience to Congress from sit- 
ting here. He liked the room in which the House 
sat better than the old hall, for every member 
might now be heard without extending his voice 
to that of a Stentor. Having been indisposed 
when this subject originally came before the 
House, he had thought it his duty to make these 
remarks. Gentlemen had said, if the Govern- 
ment went from this place there would be no 
inducement to the enemy to come here. The 
enemy had already gone from the Chesapeake, 
burnt their barrack on Tangiers island, indicating 
no intention tu return at present. Although the 
enemy had been successful at this place, he had 
met the rubbers above, and he hoped he would 
again wherever he attempted to land; and would 
be universally beaten, if all Americans would 
now, as they ought, unite against the evil doers, 
and if every man in the country whose aid was 
worth having would, as he believed they would, 
aid in the prosecution of the war. He hoped the 
House would to-morrow relieve the citizens from 
the groundless fears of removal. He knew, he 
said, that this place was as secure as Philadel- 
phia, and more so, and less assailable by the 
enemy. The enemy might occupy any point to 
which they would bend their whole force, and 
Philadelphia as easily as any other. They had 
much less inducement to come here than to go 
there. And why, said Mr. W., act the part 
contemplated by the bill? We have reprobated 
France and Great Britain for retaliating on us 
the injuries they received from each other—and 
shall we now imitate them, and retaliate on the 
people interested in the permanence of the Gov- 
ernment here, for the injuries we and they have 
sustained from the enemy? It is a poor reason, 
because the enemy has destroyed the public pro- 
perty, that we should destroy the private. If the 
Government once removed hence, he was confi- 
dent the same influence would prevent its return. 

Mr. Ruea said he was anxious to see this ques- 
tion at rest, and would, therefore, make a movion 
to supersede that now before the House, and give 
gentlemen as much procrastination as the most 
anxious for that course could desire. He, there- 
fore, moved to postpone indefinitely (tantamount 
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to a motion to reject) the bill. He had no other 
object in view than to get rid of the subject. 

r. SranForD, of North Carolina, then made 
a motion (superseding all the others) that the 
bill and all the motions should lie on the table ; 
which motion was agreed to, yeas 94. 





Fripay, October 14. 


Two other members, to wit: from Massachu- 
setts, James Parker; and from Virginia, James 
Jounson, appeared, and took their seats. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, presented, for the third 
time, the memorial of Joseph Forrest, praying 
compensation for the detention, &c., by the Span- 
ish Government, of a vessel chartered by him to 
the Government to convey flour to the people of 
Caraccas.— Referred. 

Before any further business was dune, a Mes- 
sage was received from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, transmitting a number of documents ; 
on opening which, the Speaker ordered stran- 
gers to be excluded the House. The doors re- 
mained closed until half past two o’clock. When 
they were again opened, it appeared that the 
Message embraced the instructions to our Minis- 
ters now in Europe, which the President an- 
nounced his intention to communicate to Con- 
gress. They were, with the exception of a few 
passages deemed improper for publication, or- 
dered to be printed. 

The resolutions expressive of the sense of Con- 

ress in relation to the achievements of our mil- 
itary heroes in the Northern campaign of the 
present year, were read a third time, and passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, said he had given no- 
tice that he would call up the tax report to day. 
The Committee, however, now expected a report 
from the Treasury, intimately connected with the 
subject, and had therefore instructed him to move 
to postpone the further consideration of the sub- 
i to Monday next; and it was ordered accord- 
ingly. 

_Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, having called up the 
bill for a temporary removal of the Seat of Gov- 
ernment— 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, assigned the 
lateness of the hour as a reason for moving an 
adjournment; which motion was adopted by a 
vote of 76 to 69; and, by adjournment, the sub- 
ject was postponed until to-morrow. 





Saturpay, October 15. 


Two other members, to wit: from New Hamp- 
shire, Danieu Wessrer ; and from Connecticut, 
Timotuy Pirktn, appeared, and took their seats. 

A new member, to wit: from Tennessee, New- 
TON CANNON, elected to supply the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the resignation of Felix Gruudy, ap- 
peared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the acting Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting, in pursuance of a resolution of the 10th 
instant, statements of the returns of the direct 
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tax and internal duties established by the several 

acts passed at the first session of the present Con- 

ress; which were referred to the Committee of 
ays and Means. 

Mr. Pueasants, of Virginia, from the Naval 
Committee, reported, without amendment, the 
resolution from the Senate, expressive of the sense 
of Congress relative to the victory of the Pea- 
cock over the Epervier; and it was referred toa 
Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, from the commit- 
tee appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
capture of this city by the enemy, after detailing 
their proceedings and their determination to bring 
it toas speedy a result as possible, moved for 
leave to sit on Tuesday next during the sitting of 
the House.—Granted. 

Mr. Burwe tt, of Virginia, laid upon the table 
a resolution instructing the Secretary of War to 
lay before the House a list of the officers of the 
Army, the places where they are stationed, distin- 
guishing those engaged in recruiting, the number 
of men enlisted by these officers since the increase 
of bounty, and also what sums have been paid for 
that purpose. This resolution he did not call up 
for consideration to-day. 


RETALIATING SYSTEM. 


Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, said it would 
be recollected the President, in his Message to 
Congress, at the last session, informed the House 
that the commanding General of the Canadas 
had selected a number of American prisoners of 
war, and sent them over to England in close con- 
finement ; and that, on that act, a system of retal- 
iation had been commenced. It would be recol- 
lected also that, towards the close of the session, 
in consequence of a resolution passed by the Sen- 
ate, a statement was given of the situation of the 
prisoners sent to England, and of those who, as 
hostages, had been confined on either side. Many 
publications since made io the public prints tend- 
ed to show that the difficulty on this head had 
been settled—how, was not known. He deemed 
it all important that the public should know on 
what principles it had been settled. With that 
view, he offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before this House, if, in his opinion, 
it will not be inconsistent with the public welfare, all 
communications to or from the Government of Eng- 
land, or her officers or agents, not heretofore commu- 
nicated, relative to the commencement and progress of 
any acts or system of retaliation founded upon, or pro- 
duced by, the conduct of the British commander in 
Canada, “in selecting and sending to Great Britain, 
for trial as criminals, a number of individuals’ taken 
prisoners of war from the American Army ; also, any 
evidence he may have in his possession relative to the 
present conditions of such individuals. 


The resolution was agreed to without debate or 
opposition, and a committee appointed to present 
the same to the President of the United States. 
REMOVAL OF THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, called up for consider- 
ation the bill for the temporary removal of the 
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Seat of Government from the City of Wash- 
ington. 

he question for rejection of the bill came first 
in order, and was stated from the Chair. 

Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, rose, and 
stated the reasons why, though he should even- 
tually vote against the bill, he should now vote 
against the rejection of it. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, replied to some of 
those reasons. 

The question on the rejection of the bill was 
then put and negatived, by the following vote: 
For the rejection 76, against it, 79, as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bar- 
nett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Burwell, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clopton, Comstock, Crawford, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Fisk of Vermont, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Glasgow, 
Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, Har- 
ris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of North Car- 
olina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, 
McKee, McKim, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, New- 
ton, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Smith of 
Virginia, Strong, Stuart, Telfair, Troup, White, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baylies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 
ham, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, Cilley, Clark, Condict, 
Conard, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, Crouch, Davenport, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Ely, 
Farrow, Findley, Fisk of New York, Geddes, Gourdin, 
Grosvenor, Hasbrouck, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Irwin, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, Miller, Moffit, 
Moseley, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickering, Piper, 
Pitkin, Post, Potter, John Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, Sherwood, 
Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New York, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Tannehill, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of 
New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Winter. 


The bill was then read a second time, and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole; and the 
House immediately resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the said bill, it having 
been made the order of the day for to-day, in 
preference to Monday, by a majority of 86 to 65 
votes. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to fill the blank 
for the place of removal with Philadelphia. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, moved tv fill it with 
Georgetown. 

Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Hopkins, of Kentucky, 
spoke against the insertion of Philadelphia, and 
Mr. Pickering in favor of it. 

The motion to insert Philadelphia was agreed 
to by a large majority ; and the other blanks in 
the bill were filled up. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, then moved to insert 
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ponprntes, for the term of five years, to be applied, 
under the direction of the President of the United 
States, for the erection of suitable buildings within the 
city of Washington, for the accommodation of the 
President of the United States, the two Houses of 
Congress, and the several Departments of the Govern. 
ment, and that the same shall be paid annually to the 
order or orders of the President of the United States,” 


After much interesting debate this motion was 
agreed to, ayes 95. 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill with 
the amendments, which were also concurred ip 
by the House. 

And the question was then put, “ Shall the bill 
be engrossed and read the third time?” and de- 
cided as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baylies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 
ham, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, Champion, Cilley, 
Clark, Condict, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, 
Crouch, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Deno- 
yelles, Desha, Duvall, Ely, Fisk of New York, Ged- 
des, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hasbrouck, Hulbert, Inger- 
soll, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New 
York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Markell, 
Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Oakley, Ormsby, Pickering, 
Piper, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John Reed, Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, 
Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New York, 
Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, 
Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Winter—74. 

Nays—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bar. 
nett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Burwell, Cannon, 
Chappell; Clopton, Comstock, Crawford, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Fisk of Vermont, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gas- 
ton, Gholson, Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Grif- 
fin, Hall, Hanson, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins 
of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ir- 
ving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, John- 
son of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Par- 
ker, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Smith of 
Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Stuart, Tannehill, Telfair, 
Troup, White, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and 
Yancey—83. 

[Absent on this vote.—Mr. Anderson, from indispo- 
sition; Messrs. Caperton, Ingham, Murfree, on leave; 
Messrs. Breckenridge, Calhoun, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Hale, Hopkins of New York, Howell, Kilbourn, 
Reed, Ridgely, Sheffey, Smith of Pennsylvania, Tall- 
madge, Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wood, 
who have not attended at the present session. ] 


So the House determined that the bill should 


not be engrossed for a third reading; in other 
words, that it should be rejected. 





Monpay, October 17. 
Two other members, to wit: from Massachu- 


the following section as an amendment to the | setts, Joun Wiison, and from Pennsylvania, 


bill: 


“And be it further enacted, That the annual sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars be, and is hereby, ap- 


Isaac Smits, appeared and took their seats. 


_ Mr. Wriaurt, of Maryland, presented the peti- 
ti 


on of Thomas Bruff, inventor of the method of 
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manufacturing bullets and shot by compression, 
stating the destruction of certain of his machinery 
proposed to have been connected with the steam- 
engine belonging to the late navy yard in this 
city, and praying that Congress will take his 
case into. consideration.—Referred to a select | 

m mittee. : 
"aioe Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Captain Alex- 
ander Sevier, praying remuneration for certain 
losses sustained in the public service, admitting 
the equity of his claim, but recommending a re- 
jection of it on general legal principles.—Laid on | 
the table. 

The report is as follows: 

That the petitioner is a Lieutenant of Marines in the 
service of the United States. On the 16th October, 
1812, he was ordered to go from Washington City to 
the encampment near St. Augustine, in East Florida ; 
and on his way to that place, near Occoquan, his trunk 
was cut off the carriage in which he was, and robbed, 
as he states, of $200 in bank notes, and a check drawn 
in favor of the petitioner on the Bank of Petersburg 
for $200, and all his military clothes. It is stated in 
the petition that nearly one-half of the money belonged 
to the United States, having been advanced to him for 
public service. The petitioner asks to be remunerated 
for the money lost, and compensated for the apparel. 

The petition was before the Committee of Claims at 
the last session of Congress; the committee were then 
of opinion that the petitioner was not entitled to relief; 
the present Committee of Claims accord with that 
opinion. In this case there is no satisfactory evidence 
of the loss of the property ; in all cases the kind of evi- 
dence of that fact should be clear, positive, and unin- 
terested. The committee, however, are of opinion that, 
taking the claim in its greatest latitude as related in 
the petition, sound policy requires that it should be re- 
jected. When a public agent or officer receives money 
of the Government, he should keep it safe. There are 
but few cases in which he should be exonerated of his 
accountability ; it is not believed this is a case of that 
description. They therefore recommend to the House 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 


Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, made a motion to 
print two thousand additional copies of the in- 
structions to our Ministers to treat of peace in 
Europe. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, moved to amend 
the said motion so as to print these instructions 
entire, as received from the President, (that is, 
including the few passages not deemed proper for 
publication.) 

The Speaker feeling a difficulty in receiving 
this motion under present circumstances— 

Mr. Grosvenor required the galleries to be 
cleared, and strangers were excluded accordingly. 

The doors remained @losed for two hours; when 
they were again opened, it appeared that the mo- 
tion of Mr. Grosvenor was rejected, and that of 
Mr. Jackson was agreed to. 


MR. JEFFERSON’S LIBRARY. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, Mr, Lewis in the Chair, on the reso- 
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Mr. Oakcey. of New York, moved so to amend 
the resolution as to leave it open to the Librar 
Committee to contract for the purchase of a li- 
brary for the use of Congress. 

On this motion considerable desultory debate 
took place ; the purchase of Mr. Jefferson’s library 
being opposed by Messrs. Oakey, Joun Reep, and 
Grosvenor, and advocated by Messrs. Wricut, 
Seysert, Ropertson, Hawkins, and Forsyta. 

The objections to the purchase were generally 


| its extent, the cost of the purchase, the nature of 


the selection, embracing too many works in for- 
eign languages, some of too philosophical a char- 
acter, and some otherwise objectionable. Of the 
first description, exception was taken to Voltaire’s 
works, &c., and of the other to Callender’s Pros- 
pect Before Us. 

On the other hand, those who advocated the 
purchase proposed to be made, contended that so 
valuable a library, one so admirably calculated 
for the substratum of a great national library, was 
not to be obtained in the United States ; and that, 
although there might be some works to which 
gentlemen might take exception, there were others 
of very opposite character; that this, besides, was 
no reason against the purchase, because in every 
library of value might be found some books to 
which exceptions would be taken, according to 
the feelings or prejudices of those who examined 
them. 

Mr. OakLey’s motion was negatived by the 
following vote—For the amendment 53, against 
it 87. 

The Committee then rose and reported the res- 
olution to the House, who took it up. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the resolution by limiting the power of the com- 
mittee to the purchase of such parts of the library 
as they should deem suitable to the purpose. 

[Mr. Jefferson, in his letter on the subject to 
Mr. Sirus, declines disposing of a part without 
the whole of his library. ] 

After some discussion, the question on this pro- 
posed amendment was decided by yeas and nays, 
by the following vote—For the amendment 47, 
against it 91. as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, 
Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Farrow, Geddes, 
Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hanson, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Markell, Miller, Moffit, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John Reed, Ruggles, Schure- 
man, Sherwood, Shipherd, Smith of New York, Stock- 
ton, Sturges, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 
Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and 
Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Archer, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Butler, Can- 
non, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Condict, Conard, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Duvall, Earle, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
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Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken-| was read twice and committed to a Committee 


tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Irving, Irwin, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, 
Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Ward of New Jer- 
sey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 

Mr. Joun Reep. of Massachusetts, then moved 
to amend the bill by limiting the price to be 
given for the whole of the library to twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. Sranroro, of North Carolina, moved to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
to the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. Oakey, of New York, moved to lay the 
resolution, and the last motion together with it, 
on the table.—Negatived. 

Mr. Sranrorp’s motion was then also nega- 
tived. 

The yeas and nays having been demanded on 
Mr. Reanp’s motion, before mentioned, after fur- 
ther discussion, the House adjourned without de- 
ciding the same. 





Tvuespay, October 18. 

Another member, to wit: from Massachusetts, 
Wituiam Reep, appeared, and took his seat. 

Mr. McKim presented a petition of Daniel Ren- 
ner and Nathaniel H. Heath, rope makers in the 
City of Washington, praying compensation for 
their wrought and unwrought materials, which 
were consumed by fire, by order of the enemy, on 
the 25th of August last, and which they were 
prevented from previously removing to a place of 
safety by the impressment of their vehicles of 
transportation into the public service.—Referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, presented the memo- 
rial of a number of inhabitants of Alexandria, 
stating their indignant surprise at the slanders in 
circulation respecting that city, and praying a 
full and fair examination by Commen of their 
conduct during the late visit of the enemy to that 
town. The memorial was read. 

Mr. Lewis moved to refer the memorial to the 
committee of investigation appointed on the sub- 
ject; which motion, after some desultory conver- 
sation, was agreed to. 

Mr. Stanrorp, from the Committee of Revi- 
sal and Unfinished Business, made a report, in 
part: which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. PLeasants, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill directing the staff officers 
of the Army to comply with the requisitions of 
naval and marine officers, in certain cases ; which 
was read twice and committed toa Committee of 
the Whole on Thursday next. 

Mr. Pieasants also reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the officers, petty officers, and seamen, 
under the command of Joshua Barney ; which 


of the Whole on Thursday next. 


JUDICIARY OF INDIANA TERRITORY. 


Mr. Jennines presented a petition of the Legis- 
lature of the Indiana Territory, praying that a 
law may be passed requiring the presence of two 
judges to hold courts; and that the duties of the 
courts of the United States for said Territory may 
be more clearly defined. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled, the memorial 
of the Legislature of the Indiana Territory humbly 
showeth : 


That, by a law of Congress, one of the judges, ap- 
pointed by virtue of the ordinance for the government 
of this Territory, is authorized to hold a court. Thus, 
one of the judges being competent to hold a court, 
— decide a pririciple, or a point of law, at one term, 
and, at the next term, if the other two judges are pres- 
ent, they may decide the same principle or point of 
law different. Thus the decisions of the superior court, 
organized, we presume, by the General Government, 
finally to settle in uniformity the principles of law and 
fact, which may be brought before them by the suitor, 
may be, and frequently are, in a state of fluctuation ; 
hence the rights of persona and property become inse- 
cure. There is another evil, growing out of the system, 
of one judge being competent to hold the superior court, 
or that court which forms the last resort of the suitor 
in any Government, and particularly in the Territory ; 
for a are taken from all the courts of inferior 
jurisdiction in the Territory, to the court organized by 
the ordinance, which inferior courts are never consti- 
tuted of less than two judges. Thus the suitor in the 
Territory is frequently driven to the necessity of ap- 
pealing from the judgment of two men to that of one; 
but this dilemma only constitutes part of the solecism 
for the next superior court, as the other two judges 
may overturn the principles of the decision of their 
brother judge at the preceding term. Hence the want 
of uniformity in the decisions of the court of the last 
resort. Anger and warmth in the suitors, and a con- 
fusion in our system of jurisprudence, is the result. 

Your memorialists beg leave further to suggest the 
propriety and necessity of defining, with more precis- 
ion, the duties of the judges appointed by virtue of the 
ordinance for the government of the Territory. The 
ordinance says there shall be a court to consist of three 
judges, who shall have a common law jurisdiction. 
The same instrument points out the way a Legislature 
may be organized; but in no part does the ordinance 
expressly delegate to the Legislature the power of reg- 
ulating when and where the superior courts are to be 
held, or the manner how they are to do business. This 

wer, by a kind of common consent of the judges, the 

egislature have assumed from the necessity of the 
case, as the ordinance creating the courts leaves it 
afloat, without identifying either the time when, the 
place where, or the manner how, this court is to exer- 
cise their jurisdiction. Again, it would be desirable 
that Congress would define the jurisdiction of the su- 
perior court. We presume that it is a sound rule for 
the construction of a constitution or a law, that it must 
be construed from the face of it, and not travel to the 
history of other times and other Governments in search 
of the meaning of our ordinance, or any act of Con- 
gress. We beg leave to suggest the propriety of point- 
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’ stitution. If it should be determined that, by the ex- 
> pression of the ordinance, a common law jurisdiction | 
+ should be located on the common law of England, it is 


i define to what extent of that common law 
pong shall take cognizance; whether the whole 
extent of feudal and gothic customs of England; 
whether the customs, or unwritten law shall be taken 
with the statute law, and that to form the common law 
to govern the judges; or whether the unwritten and 
statute law is to be taken in contradistinction to the 
laws, customs, and rules of chancery; or whether it 
includes that law which is common to all. By Con- 
gress defining the powers of the court, and not leaving 
them at sea without compass or chart to exercise their 
power of judicial legislation, as circumstances may 
arise, or passion or interest dictate, by defining the 
powers of the Legislature and jurisdiction of the court, 
that collision and jarring which might arise between 
those two bodies would be harmonized. 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray that you would 
repeal the law first herein alluded to, and make two of 
the judges hold the court, and define more specifically 
the duties of that court. 

WILLIAM HENDRICKS, 
eaker of the House of Representatives. 
? ft rs L. tOLMAN 
President of the Council. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


TREASURY REPORT. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, laid before the House the copy of a letter 
from the chairman of that committee to the Sec: 
retary of the Treasury, upon the subject of main- 
taining unimpaired the public credit, together 
with the answer of the Secretary of the Treasury 
thereto; which were read, and referred to the 
Committee of the whole House, to whom was 
referred the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means on that part of the President’s Message 
which relates to our finances. 

The Letter and Report are as follows : 


Sir: The Committee of Ways and Means have had 
under their consideration the support of public credit 
by a system of taxation more extended than the one 
heretofore adopted. They have determined to suspend 
proceeding on their report at present before the House 
of Representatives, with a view to afford you an oppor- 
tunity of suggesting another, or such additional pro- 
visions as may be necessary to revive and maintain 
unimpaired the public credit. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN W. EPPES. 

Hon. Mr. Datuas, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasurnr Derantmant, Oct. 17, 1814. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, dated the 14th instant, and, aware of the 
necessity for an early interposition of Congress on the 
subject to which it relates, I proceed, at the moment 
of entering upon the duties of office, to offer to the 
consideration of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
an answer on the several points of inquiry. 
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Contemplating the present state of the finances, it is 
obvious that a deficiency in the revenue, and a depre- 
ciation in the public credit, exist from causes which 
cannot in any degree be ascribed, either to the want 
of resources, or to the want of integrity in the nation. 
Different minds will conceive different opinions in re- 
lation to some of those causes; but it will be agreed 
on all sides, that the most operative have been the in- 
adequacy of our system of taxation to form a founda- 
dation for public credit; and the absence even from 
that system of the means which are best adapted to 
anticipate, collect, and distribute the public revenue. 

The wealth of the nation, in the value and products 
of its soil, in all the acquisitions of personal property, 
in all the varieties of industry, remains almost untouched 
by the hand of Government; for the national faith, and 
not the national wealth, has hitherto been the principal 
instrument of finance. It was reasonable, however, to 
expect, that a period must occur in the course of a 
protracted war, when confidence in the accumulating 
public engagements could only be secured by an active 
demonstration, both of the capacity and the disposition 
tu perform them. In the present state of the Treasury, 
therefore, it is a just consolation to reflect that a prompt 
and resolute application of the resources of the country 
will effectually relieve from every pecuniary embarrass- 
ment and vindicate the fiscal honor of the Government. 

But it would be vain to attempt to disguise, and it 
would be pernicious to palliate the difficulties which 
are now to be overcome. The exigencies of the Gov- 
ernment require a supply of treasvre for the prosecu- 
tion of the war, beyond any amount which it would 
be politic, even if it were practicable, to raise by on 
immediate and constant imposition of taxes. There 
must, therefore, be a resort to credit, for a considerable 
portion of the supply. But the public credit is at this 
juncture so depressed, that no hope of adequate suc- 
cor, on moderate terms, can safely rest upon it. Hence, 
it becomes the object first and last in every practical 
scheme of finance, to re-animate the confidence of the 
citizens; and to impress on the mind of every man, 
who, for the public account, renders services, furnishes 
supplies, or advances money, a conviction of the punc- 
tuality as well as of the security of the Government. It 
is not to be regarded, indeed, as the case of preserving 
a credit which has never been impaired, but rather 
as the case of rescuing from reproach a credit over 
which doubt and apprehension (not the less injurious 
perhaps because they are visionary) have cast an in- 
auspicious shade. In the former case, the ordinary 
means of raising and appropriating the revenue, will 
always be sufficient; but in the latter case, no exertion 
can be competent to attain the object, which does not 
quiet, in every mind, every fear of future loss or disap- 
pointment in consequence of trusting to the pledges of 
the public faith. 

The condition of the circulating medium of the coun- 
try presents another copious source of mischief and 
embarrassment. The recent exportations of specie 
have considerably diminished the fund of gold and sil- 
ver coin ; and another considerable portion of that fund 
has been drawn by the timid and the wary, from the 
use of the community, into the private coffers of indi- 
viduals. On the other hand, the multiplication of 
banks in the several States has so increased the quan- 
tity of paper currency, that it would be difficult to cal- 
culate its amount; and still more difficult to ascertain 
its value, with reference to the capital on which it has 
been issued. But the benefit of even this paper cur- 
rency is in a great measure lost, as the suspension of 











403 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Treasury Report. 














payments in specie at most of the banks has suddenly 
broken the chain of accommodation, that previously 
extended the credit and the circulation of the notes 
which were emitted in one State into every State in 
the Union. It may in general be affirmed, therefore, 
that there exists at this time no adequate circulating 
medium common to the citizens of the United States. 
The moneyed transactions of private life are at a stand ; 
and the fiscal operations of Government labor with 
extreme inconvenience. It is impossible that such a 
state of things should be long endured ; but, let it be 
fairly added, that with legislative aid it is not neces- 
sary that the endurance should be long. Under favor- 
able circumstance, and toa limited extent, an emission 
of Treasury notes would, probably, afford relief; but 
Treasury notes are an expensive and precarious substi- 
tute, either for coin or for bank notes, charged as they 
are with a growing interest, productive of no coun- 
tervailing profit or emolument, and exposed to every 
breath of popular prejudice or alarm. The establish- 
ment of a national institution, operating upon credit 
combined with capital, and regulated by prudence and 
good faith, is, after all, the only efficient remedy for 
the disordered condition of our circulating medium. 
While accomplishing that object, too, there will be 
found, under the auspices of such an institution, a 
safe depository for the public treasure and a constant 
auxiliary to the public credit. But, whether the issues 
ofa paper currency proceed from the National 'l'reasury 
or from a National Bank, the acceptance of the paper 
in a course of payments and receipts must be forever 
optional with the citizens. ‘The extremity of that day 
cannot be anticipated, when any honest and enlight- 
ened statesman will again venture upon the desperate 
expedient of a tender law. 

rom this painful, but necessary developement of 
existing evils, we pass, with hope and confidence, to a 
more specific consideration of the measures from which 
relief may be certainly and speedily derived. Remem- 
bering always, that the objects of the Government are 
to place the public credit upon a solid and durable foun- 
dation ; to provide a revenue commensurate with the 
demands of a war expenditure, and to remove from the 
Treasury an immediate pressure, the following propo- 
sitions are submitted to the committee, with every sen- 
timent of deference and respect. 


PROPOSITIONS. 


I. It is proposed, that, during the war, and until the 
claims contemplated by the proposition are completely 
satisfied, or extinct, there shall be annually raised by 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, a fund for these 
purposes : 

1. For the support of Government - - $1,500,000 
2. For the principal and interest of the 
public debt, existing before the declara- 
tion of war, and payable according to the 
contract - - - - - - 
3. For the interest of the public debt, con- 
tracted, and to be be contracted, by loans, 
or otherwise, from the commencement 
to the termination of the war, calculated 
upon an annual principal of seventy-two 
millions of dollars +. £8 : - 
4. For the payment of Treasury notes, with 
the accruing interest - - - - 
5. For the payment of debentures to be is- 
sued (as is hereinafter proposed) for li- 
quidated balances, due to individuals, on 
account of services or supplies, authorized 


3,500,000 


4,320,000 
7,400,000 


by law, but either not embraced by a spe- 
cific appropriation, or exceeding the sum 


appropriated - = = £ = $280,000 
6. Fora current addition to the sum raised 
by loan, or issues of Treasury notes, to- 
wards defraying the general expenses of 
the war . - - - - - 2,000,000 
7. For the gradual establishment of a sink- 
ing fund, to extinguish the debt incurred 
during the war - - - = = 500,000 
8. For the contingent fund, to meet sud- 
den and occasional demands upon the 
Treasury - - - - - - 1,500,000 
21,000,000 


II. It is proposed, that, during the war, and until 
the claims contemplated by the preceding proposition 
are completely satisfied, or other adequate funds shall 
be provided and substituted by law, there shall be 
annually raised, by the means here specified, the fol. 
lowing sums : 

1. By the customs (which cannot be safely 
estimated, during the war, at a higher 

product) - + - - - - $4,000,000 
2. By the existing internal duties - - 


2,700,000 
3. By the existing direct tax - - - 2,500,000 
4, By the sales of public lands (which can- 
not be safely estimated, during the war, 
ata higher product) - - - - 800,000 
5. By an addition to the existing direct 
tax of one hundred per cent. - = 2,850,000 
6. By an addition of one hundred per cent. 
on the present auction duties . - 150,000 
7. By an addition of one hundred per cent. 
on the existing duties upon carriages - 200,000 
8. By an addition of fifty per cent. on the 
existing duties on licenses to retail wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign mer- 
chandise - . - - - - 300,000 
9. By an addition of one hundred per cent. 
on the existing rate of postage  - - 500,000 
10. By the proceeds of the new duties spe- 
cified in the annexed schedule, marked 
A, making the aggregate’ - - - 7,000,000 
21,000,000 





III. It is proposed, that a National Bank shall be 
incorporated for a term of twenty years, to be estab- 
lished at Philadelphia, with a power to erect offices of 
discount and deposite elsewhere, upon the following 
principles : 

1. That the capital of the bank shall be fifty millions 
of dollars, to be divided into one hundred thousand 
shares of five hundred dollarseach. Three-fifths of the 
capital, being sixty thousand shares, amounting to thirty 
millions of dollars, to be subscribed by corporations, 
companies, or individuals ; and two-fifths of the capital, 
being forty thousand shares, amounting to twenty 
millions of dollars, to be subscribed by the United 
States. 

2. That the subscriptions of corporations, companies 
and individuals, shall be paid for in the following 
manner : 

One-fifth part, or six millions, in gold or silver coin. 

Four-fifth parts, or twenty-four millions, in gold or 
silver coin, or in six per cent. stock issued since the 
declaration of war, a Treasury notes, in the propor- 
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‘ tion of one-fifth Treasury notes and three-fifths in six 


cent. stock. j K : 
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20 dollars on each share, to be paid at the 
time of subscribing, in gold or silver 
coin eS - + = $1,200,000 

40 dollars on each share, to be paid in 
gold or silver coin, one month after 
the subscription - - - - 

40 dollars on each share, in two months 
after the subscription, in gold or sil- 


2,400,000 


ver coin - - - - - - 2,400,000 
100 dollars, specie 6,000,000 


100 dollars on each share, in gold or sil- 
ver coin, or in six per cent. stock, or 
in Treasury notes, according to the 
preceding apportionment, to be paid at 
the time of subscribing - - : 

150 dollars on each share, to be paid in 
like manner, in two months after 
subscribing - - - - - 

150 dollars on each share, to be paid in 
like manner, in three months after 
subscribing - - - - : 


500 


ros 
_—_—_— 


4, That the subscription of the United States shall 
be paid in six per cent. stuck, at the same periods and 
in the same proportions as the payments of private 
subscriptions, in stock and Treasury notes. 

5. That the United States may substitute six per 
cent. stock, for the amount of the Treasury notes sub- 
scribed by corporations, companies, and individuals, as 
the notes respectively become due and payable. 

6. That the bank shall loan to the United States 
thirty millions, at an interest of six per cent., at such 
periods, and in such sums, as shall be found mutually 
convenient. 

7. That no part of the public stock, constituting a 
portion of the capital of the bank, shall be sold during 
the war; nor at any subsequent time, forless than par ; 
nor at any time to an amount exceeding one moiety, 
without the consent of Congress. ™* 

8. That provision shall be made for protecting the 
bank notes from forgery; for limiting the issue of bank 
notes; and for receiving them in all payments to the 
United States. 

9% That the capital of the bank, its notes, deposites, 
dividends, or profits, (its real estate only excepted,) 
shall not be subject to taxation by the United States or 
by any individual State. 

10. That no other bank shall be established by Con- 
gress, during the term for which the National Bank is 
incorporated. 

11. That the National Bank shall be governed by 
fifteen directors, being resident citizens of the United 
States and stockholders. ‘The President of the United 
States shall annually name five directors, and designate 
one of the five to be president of the bank. The other 
directors shall be annually chosen by the qualified 
stockholders, in person or by proxy, if resident within 
the United States, voting upon a scale graduated ac- 
cording to the number of shares which they respectively 
hold. The cashier and other officers of the bank to be 
appointed as is usual in similar institutions. 

12. That the directors of the National Bank shall 


6,000,000 
9,000,000 
9,000,000 


30,000,000 
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appoint seven persons, ene of whom to preside, as the 
managers of each office of discount and deposite, and 
one person to be the cashier. 

18. That the general powers, privileges, and regu- 
lations of the bank, shall be the same as are usual in 
similar institutions; but with this special provision, 
that the general accounts shall be subject to the in- 
spection of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


IV. It is proposed, that, after having thus provided 
for the punctual payment of the interest upon every 
denomination of public debt, for raising annually a 
portion of the annual expense, by taxes ; for establishing 
a sinking fund, in relation to the new debt, as well as 
in rélation to the old debt; and for securing to the 
public the efficient agency of a National Bank; the 
only remaining object of supply shall be accomplished 
by annual loans, and issues of Treasury notes, if, un- 
expectedly, such issues should continue to be neces- 
sary or expedient. 

1. The amount of annual expenditure during the 
war, exceeding the sums provided for, does not admit 
of a prospective estimate beyond the year 1815; but 
for that year it may be estimated with sufficient accu- 
racy for the general purposes of the present communi- 
cation, at $28,000,000. 

2. Then for the year 1815, an additional provision 
must be made, authorizing a loan and the issue of 
Treasury notes, to an equal amount, $28,000,000. 


V. It is proposed that the accounts for authorized 
expenses being duly stated and settled, a certificate or 
debenture shall issue to the accountant specifying the 
balance ; and that in all cases, where there has been 
no specific appropriation, or the claim exceeds the 
amount of the sum appropriated, the balance shall bear 
an interest of three per cent. until provision is made by 
law for paying the amount. 

VI. And, finally, it is proposed to relieve the Trea- 
sury from an immediate pressure, upon the principles 
of the following statement : 


1. The amount of demands upon the Treasury, exclu- 
sive of balances of appropriations for former years, 
unsatisfied, was stated in the report of the late Sec- 
retary of the Treasury of the 23d September, 1814, 
to be, on the 30th June - - $27,576,391 19 

2. The accounts of the third quarter of 
1814 are not yet made up, and the 
precise sums paid during that quarter 
cannot now be ascertained, but they 


amount tonearly - - - - 8,400,000 00 








Leaving to be paid in the fourth 
quarter of 1814 - - $19,176,391 19 


3. This balance, payable during the fourth quarter of 

1814, consists of the following items: 

Civil, diplomatic, and mis- 

cellaneous expenses, 
about - - - $353,292 99 
Military, about =- - 8,792,688 00 
Naval, about - - 2,382,010 97 
Public debt, about - - 7,648,419 23 
—-__— $19,176,391 19 











4. The existing provisions by law for the payment of 
this balance of $19,176,391 19, may be stated as 


follows : 
The act of the 24th March, 1814, author- 
ized a loan of - - - - $25,000,000 00 
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—60whoo > eee eee”: 
The act of the 4th March, 1814, author- as immediately applying to the year 1815. In every 

ized an issue of Treasury notes for - subsequent year there will necessarily be some varia. 
tion ; as, for instance, the item of interest on the o|j 





5,000,000 00 





{ 
; 
; 
4 
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$30,000,000 00 








Under these authorities, 

there have been bor- 

rowed, on loan, about $10,895,000 00 
There have been sent to 

Europe, in 6 per cent. 















































stock - - - 6,000,000 00 
There has been issued, in 
Treasury notes - - 








3,504,000 00 
—_————._ 20,399,000 00 











$9,601,000 00 








There remains, therefore, 

an unexecuted author- 

ity to borrow - - 8,105,000 00 
To issue Treasury notes 1,496,000 00 























9,601,000 00 























The demands of the fourth quarter be- 
ing, then $19,176,391 19 

There may be applied 
meet them the revenue 
accruing during the 
quarter, from all sour- 
ces, about - - - 

Also, paym’ts to be made 
on account of loans al- 
ready contracted for, ac- 
cording to the author- 
ity above stated, about 2,500,000 00 
































2,900,000 00 






































5,400,000 00 














Leaving a balance to be provided 
for,of - - - - $13,776,391 19 
































By the authority remain- 
ing to borrow - $8,105,000 00 
By the authority remain- 
ing to issue Treasury 
notes eee Ne 
By an additional author- 
ity to be granted by law 
to borrow, and to issue 
Treasury notes - - 4,175,391 19 
—_—_—_———- $13,776,391 19 
These estimates, however, it will be observed, are 
made with a view, simply, to the appropriations by 
law for the expenses of the year 1814, and do not em- 
brace a provision to satisfy balances of appropriations 
made for the expenses of preceding years, which have 
not been called for atthe Treasury. But, it will prob- 
ably be deemed expedient to make such provision by 
extending the new authority to borrow from the above 
balance, to six millions. If the 6 per cent. stock which 
has been sent to Europe should be there disposed of, it 
will form an item in the estimates of the ensuing year. 
As a portion of the amount to be provided during 
the present quarter consists of Treasury notes which 
will soon be due, it will be advisable to make them 
receivable in subscriptions to the loan. 
It is proper to accompany these propositions with a 
few explanatory remarks : 
1. The first proposition contemplates a permanent 
ystem; but the estimate of the particular items of 
laims and demands upon the public must be regarded 























1,496,000 00 












































































































































debt will annually sink, while the item of interest o, 
the new debt will annually rise, during the continy. 


ance of the war. 


The items for annually raising a portion of the pub. 
lic expenses by taxes, and for applying to the new de\, 
a sinking fund—gradually increasing until it becomes 


commensurate to its object—are essential features jy 
the plan suggested, with a view to the revival and main. 
tenance of public credit. The extinguishment of the 
old debt is already in rapid operation by the wise pre. 
caution of a similar institution. 


2. The second proposition will doubtless generate 
many and very various objections. The endeavor has 
been, however, to spread the general amount of the 
taxes over a wide surface with a hand as light and 
equal as is consistent with convenience in the process, 
and certainty in the result. 

All the opportunities of observation, and all the 
means of information that have been possessed, leave 
no doubt upon the disposition of the people to contri- 
bute generously for relieving the necessities of their 
country; and it has been thought unworthy of that 
patriotic disposition to dwell upon scanty means of 
supply, or short lived expedients. Whenever the war 
shall be happily terminated in an honorable peace, and 
the Treasury shall be again replenished by the tribu- 
tary streams of commerce, it will be at once a duty and 
a pleasure to recommend an alleviation, if not an en- 
tire exoneration of the burdens which necessarily fal! 
at present upon the agriculture and manufacture of the 
nation. 


3. In making a proposition for the establisiment of 
a National Bank, I cannot be insensible to the high 
authority of the names which have appeared in opposi- 
tion to that measure upon Constitutional grounds. It 
would be presumptuous to conjecture that the senti- 
ments which actuated the opposition have passed away ; 
and yet it would be denying to experience a great prac- 
tical advantage, were we to suppose that a difference 
of times and circumstances would not produce a cor- 
responding difference in the opinions of the wisest as 
well as of the purest men. But, in the present case, 
a change of private opinion is not material to the suc- 
cess of the proposition for establishing a National Bank 
In the administration of human affairs, there must be 
a period when discussion shall cease and decision shall 
become absolute. A diversity of opinion may honor- 
ably survive the contest; but, upon the genuine prin- 
ples of a representative Government, the opinion of the 
majority can alone be carried into action. ‘The judge, 
who dissents from the majority of the bench, changes 
not his opinion, but performs his duty, when he en- 
forces the judgment of the court, although it is con- 
trary to his own convictions. An oath to support the 
Constitution and the laws, is not, therefore, an oath to 
support them under all circumstances, according to the 
opinion of the individual who takes it, but it is, em- 
phatically, an oath to support them according to the 
interpretation of the legitimate authorities. For the 
erroneous decisions of a court of law, there is the re- 
dress of a censorial as well as of an appellate jurisdic- 
tion. Over an act founded upon an exposition of the 
Constitution, made by the Legislative department of 
the Government, but alleged to be incorrect, we have 
seen the Judicial department exercise remedial power. 
And even if all the departments, Legislative, Execu- 
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tive, and Judicial, should concur in the exercise of a 
wer, which is either thought to transcend the Con- 
stitutional trust, or to operate injuriously upon the 
community, the case is still within the reach of a com- 
tent control, through the medium of an amendment 
to the Constitution, upon the proposition, not only of 
Congress but of the several States. When, therefore, 
we have marked the existence of a National Bank for 


_ a period of twenty years, with all the sanctions of the 


Legislative, Executive, and Judicial authorities; when 
we have seen the dissolution of one institution, and 


- heard a loud and continued call for the establishment 


of another; when, under these circumstances, neither 


; Congress nor the several States have resorted to the 


wer of amendment; can it be deemed a violation of 
the right of private opinion, to consider the constitu- 
tionality of a National Bank, as a question forever set- 
tled and at rest? 

But, after all, I should not merit the confidence, 
which it will be my ambition to acquire, if I were to 
suppress the declaration of an opinion, that, in these 
times, the establishment of a National Bank will not 
only be useful in promoting the general welfare, but 
that it is necessary and proper for carrying into exe- 
cution some of the most important powers Constitu- 
tionally vested in the Government. 

Upon the principles and regulations of the National 
Bank, it may be sufficient to remark, that they will be 
best unfolded in the form of a bill, which shall be im- 
mediately prepared. A compound capital is suggested, 
with a design equally to accommodate the subscribers, 
and to aid the general measures, for the revival of pub- 
lic credit; but the proportions of specie and stock may 
be varied, if the scarcity of coin should render it ex- 
pedient; yet not in so great a degree, as to prevent an 
early commencement of the money operations of the 
institution. 

4. The estimates of receipts from established sources 
of revenue and from the proposed new duties, and the 
estimates of expenditures, on all the objects contempla- 
ted in the present communication, have been made 
upon a call so sudden, and upon materials so scattered, 
that it is not intended to claim a perfect reliance on their 
accuracy. They are, however, believed to be suffi- 
ciently accurate to illustrate and support the general 
plan, for the revival of the public credit, the establish- 
ment of a permanent system of revenue, and the remo- 
val of the immediate pressure on the Treasury. 

Upon the whole, sir, I have freely and openly as- 
sumed the responsibility of the station in which I have 
the honor to be placed. But, conscious of the imper- 
fections of the judgment that dictates the answer to the 
important inquiries of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I derive the highest satisfaction from reflecting, 
that the honor and safety of the nation, for war, or for 





CONGRESS. 


ibrary. 





terials 25 cents per gallon, computed on 24,000,000 
gallons; provided the present tax on the capacity of 
the still should be continued. Ifit is thought best to 
lay the tax entirely on the liquor, then the tax on the 
capacity of the stills to be taken off, and 30 cents per 
gallon to be laid on the liquor. For the present esti- 
mate, it is taken at 25 cents per gallon - $6,000,000 


2. On porter, ale, and strong beer, 2 cents 
per gallon, computed on 6,000,000 gal- 





lons - - - - - 120,000 
3. On manufactured tobacco and snuff, ave- 
raged at 4 cents per pound, and compu- 
ted on ten million pounds - - - 500,000 
4. On leather of various kinds, averaged at 
three cents per pound, and computed on 
twenty million pounds - - - - 600,000 
5. On pig-iron at $1,50 per ton, computed 
on 300,000 tons - - - - - 450,000 
6. On paper, at various rates, averaging 7 
per cent. on the value of the article, com- 
puted on the annual manufacture of the 
value of 2,500,000 dollars - - - 175,000 
7. On playing cards, at 25 cents per pack, 
computed on 400,000 packs - - 100,000 
8. On counsellors and attorneys at law, 
process in suits at law and equity, pro- 
ceedings in admiralty, arbitrations and 
references, and other legal proceedings 
in the courts of the United States - 300,000 
9. On conveyances, mortgages, and other 
contracts relating to real estate - - 250,000 
$8,495,000 
The sum to be raised by new taxes accord- 
ing to the estimates of the Secretary’s 
letter, is . - - - - - 7,000,000 
Leaving a surplus, for the expenses of col- 
lection and errors in the estimates, of - 1,495,000 


Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, rose to move that a 
greater than the usual number of this document 
be printed. From the reading of the report, he 
considered it an able one, and of a nature and in- 
terest abundantly more important to the Ameri- 
can people than many documents in respect to 
which this course had been pursued. He wished, 
for his part, to be enabled to send to his constitu- 
ents some copies; and therefore moved that five 
thousand copies thereof be printed. 

This motion was agreed to—70 to 57. 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY 
The resolution authorizing the Library Com- 


peace, depend on the wisdom, patriotism, and fortitude | mittee of Congress to contract for the purchase 
of Congress, during times which imperiously demand | of the library of Mr. Jefferson, was again resumed. 


a display of those qualities in the exercise of the Le- 
gislative™iuthority. I have the honor to be, &c., 
A. J. DALLAS. 
J. W. Errss, Esq., Chairman, &c. 


A. 


The amendment proposed yesterday, going to 
limit the sum to be given for the library to 
twenty-five thousand dollars, being yet under 
consideration. 

The discussion which commenced yesterday 


Schedule of new taxes referred to in the letter of the | W5 to-day continued with considerable vivacity. 


Secretary of the ‘Treasury to the Chairman of the 


The amendment was opposed by Mr. Forsyta, 


Committee of Ways and Means, in which the taxes | 2d supported by Messrs Oak.ey of New York, 
proposed in the report of the committee to the House | Pickerine and Joun Reep of Massachusetts. 


of Representatives on the 10th instant, are princi- 
pally adopted. 


Mr. Huveerr from Massachusetts, it ought 
to be mentioned particularly, being his first essay 


1, On spirits distilled from domestic or foreign ma-| in this House, in a very ingenious and handsome 
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speech oppo-ed, the amendment and advocated 
the purchase of the library. 

The debate before its conclusion beeame rather 
too animated, and being checked by the Speaker, 
the question was permitted to be taken. There 
appeared to be on the yeas and nays, for the 
amendment 37, and against it 103, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Geddes, Grosvenor, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Lewis, Macon, Markell, Moffit, 
Montgomery, Pearson, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Sherwood, Shipherd, Smith of 
New York, Stockton, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New York, Wheaton, 
Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 


Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Archer, Avery, 
Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Bradley, 
Brown, Burwell, Butler, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, 
Condiet, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, De- 
noyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Evans, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Hall, Hanson, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Vir- 

inia, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, 

err, Kershaw, King of Massachusetts, King of North 
Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lovett, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Moseley, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickering, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Ruggles, Sage, 
Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford, ora Sturges, T'annehill, Taylor, 

elfair, Troup, Udree, Webster, Wilson of Pennsyl- 
vania, Winter, Wright, and Yancey, 

Mr. PickerInNG moved an amendment, in sub- 
stance the same as that moved yesterday by Mr. 
Oak vey and negatived; the object of which was 
a selection of part of the library. 

The amendment was negatived by yeas and 
nays—52 to 96. 

An amendment was then adopted, on motion 
of Mr. Oakey, requiring the sanction of Con- 
gee to the agreement for the purchase of the 
ibrary, before it should become binding. And, 
thus amended, the resolution was ordered to a 
third reading. 





Wepnespay, October 19. 


Another member to wit: from South Carolina, 
Joun C. Ca.noun, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Humpureys presented several petitions 
from the inhabitants of the State of Tennes- 
see, praying that measures may be taken by Con- 
gress to open a public road, crossing the Tennes- 
see river, some where near the mouth of Duck 
river, and intersecting the road from Nashville 
to Natchez, below the Chickasaw Old Towns.— 
Referred to the Secretary of War. 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from the consideration of the reso- 
lution of the 22d ultimo, directing an inquiry into 
the expediency of making further provisions for 
protecting the officers of the customs in the dis- 
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charge of their duties, &c., and that it be referre, 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Ordered, That Mr. Weester and Mr. Cox bp 
appointed of the committee appointed to inquire 
into the causes of the late capture of the city of 
Washington, by the enemy, in the places of Mr. 
Srocxron and Mr. Mituer. 

Mr. InceRsoLt, of Pennsylvania, presented the 

etition of Oliver Evans (the same as presented 
ast session) for the extension of his patent for 
the improvements in the steam engine.—Referre, 
tothe Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, 
in Opposition to the wishes of Mr. INGERSOLL, who 
desired it to be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on the Jy. 
diciary, reported a bill further to extend the ju- 
dicial system of the United States; which wa; 
twice read and referred toa Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Kenr, of Maryland, from the District Com. 
mittee, reported a bill incorporating the Colum- 
bian Manufacturing Company of Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, which was twice read 
and committed. 

The joint resvlution from the Senate, author. 
izing the joint Library Committee of Congress 
to contract for the purchase of the library of Mr. 
Jefferson, was read a third time as amended, and 
passed. 

The report of the Committee of Claims un- 
favorable tothe petition of Alexander Sevier was 
taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Bay ies, of Massachusetts, offered a mo- 
tion similar to one adopted at his instance at the 
last session, out of which an act had grown, 
which had passed the House, but had not been 
definitively acted on in the Senate. The subject 
of the motion was, a further provision for com: 
pensating masters of vessels who bring home to 
the United States distressed and destitute Ameri- 
can seamen; into the expediency of making which 
his motion instructed the Committee of Ways 
and Means toinquire. The motion was agreed to. 


PEACOCK AND EPERVIER. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee o! 
the Whole, on the resolution from the Senate ex- 
pressive of the sense of Congress relative to the 
victory of the Peacock over the Epervier. The 
resolution having been read— 

Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, (the chairman of 
the Naval Committee,) said it was not his inten- 
tion to detain the Committee by any extended re- 
marks on this subject. The action to which this 
resolution referred, more particularly, perhaps, 
than apy which preceded it, demonstratdll the su- 
periasity, of American gunnery. To show this, 

r. P. quoted Captain Waersingion's letter to the 
Secretary of the Navy announcing the victory ; 
and inferred from it that no action had ever taken 
place, between vessels of anything like equal 
force, in which there had been so great a dis- 
parity of execution. He hoped the resolve would 
be unanimously adopted. 

No objection being made or amendment pro- 
posed, the Committee rose and reported their 
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a 
agreement to the resolye, which was ordered to a 
third reading; and was accordingly read and 


unanimously passed. 











Taurspay, October 20. 


Mr. Witson, of Massachusetts, presented a 
petition of John Crosby and others, on behalf of 
the inhabitants of Hamden, in the District of 
Maine, praying that the property recovered from 
the wreck of the United States’ late ship Adams 
may be given to the said inhabitants, as a com- 

nsation for the losses sustained in consequence 
of the late capture of that place by the British 
forces. —Referred to the Secretary of the Navy. 

The Senate having returned the resolutions 
from the House, in honor of Generals Brown, 
Scott, Gaines, Macomb, Ripley, Miller, and Por- 
ter. with sundry amendments, (not affecting the 
object of the resolves,) the same were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A resolution was also received from the Sen- 
ate, expressive of the sense of Congress relative 
to the capture of the British sloop Reindeer by 
the American sloop Wasp.—Referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BurweE tu, of Virginia, stated the reasons 
why he had not called up the motion he laid on 
the table the other day, calling for an account of 
the officers of the Army, state of the recruiting 
service, &c. The Committee of Military Affairs, 
he was informed, had the subject before them, 
and had received a document embracing all the 
information he desired, and which, when they 
were prepared to make a report, they would lay 
before the House. 

The Military Committee asked and obtained 
leave to sit for a week during the sittings of the 
House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitkin be appointed of the 
committee appointed to inquire into the causes 
of the late capture of the City of Washington by 
the enemy. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, said, the House having 
decided that Congress should not remove from 
this place, he thought it proper some steps should 
be immediately taken towards making a provis- 
ion for the better accommodation of the different 
Departments of the Government. With this 
opinion he moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of rebuilding or repairing the President’s House, the 
Capitol, and Public Offices, and into the expenses ne- 
cessary for that purpose; and whether the public in- 
terest or convenience would be promoted by any change 
or alteration of the sites of said buildings. 

Mr. Guotson, of Virginia, said, he saw no 
reason for stirring the question of changing the 
sites of these buildings at present, and hoped the 
gentleman would expunge that part of his motion. 

_Mr. Lewis said he was of the same opinion as 
his colleague in respect to the inexpediency of 
changing the sites of the public buildings; but, 








as some gentlemen in the House were, he knew, 
of a different opinion, he had thought it best to 
place the question in its broadest shape before 
the Committee. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, moved to refer 
the subject to a select committee, instead of the 
standing committee as proposed. It was a sub- 
ject interesting to the whole United States, and 
the importance of which was not limited to the 
District only. He thought, therefore, it should 
be referred to a general committee. He took oc- 
casion to say, that the decision having been made 
on the question of removal, it ought to be final; 
and during this Congress, at least, he was not dis- 
posed to move it again. It was the duty of this 
Congress, he conceived, to proceed in preparing 
for the better accommodation of the Government 
here. 

After some further conversation, Mr, G.’s 
amendment was agreed to—ayes 87; and Mr. 
Lewis, Mr. Kent, of Maryland, Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Bowen, Mr. Grosvenor, Mr. Suarp, and 
Mr. Conpict, were appointed the said committee. 


MILITARY MARINE. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill requiring staff officers of 
the Army to comply with the requisitions of ma- 
rine and naval officers in certain cases. 

Mr. Pveasants, of Virginia, explained the ob- 
ject of the bill, as indicated by the title, and 
quoted a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
recommending its adoption. 

Mr. Wraiaut, of Maryland, expressed his wish, 
whilst this subject was under consideration, that 
the subject should be thoroughly arranged; and, 
with that view, that a provision should be incor- 
porated, settling the relative rank of naval to land 
officers, when employed, as they frequently are, 
in the land service. 

Mr. Peasants assented to the propriety of 
such an amendment; and, with that object, 
moved that the Committee now rise, and obtain 
leave to sit again, to allow time to digest such an 
amendment as would be proper. 

The Committee rose accordingly. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, suggested the expedi- 
ency of a proper understanding on this head, be- 
tween the Heads of the War and Navy Depart- 
ments, and some reciprocal provision for mutual 
accommodation of land and naval officers, when 
out of their peculiarelement, &c. Some amend- 
ment of this kind might well be incorporated 
when the bill should again come under consid- 
eration. 

Leave was given to the Committee of the 
Whole to sit again on said bill. 


RELIEF OF COMMODORE BARNEY. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of the offi- 
cers, petty officers, aad seamen, under the com- 
mand of Commodore Joshua Barney. 

Mr. Peasants stated the object of this bill to 
be, to compensate the officers and men of the flo- 
tilla, for the loss of their clothes sustained by the 
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sudden destruction of the flotilla to prevent its 
falling into the haads of the enemy. Mr. P. ad- 
verted also to their good conduct in the defence 
of this place, and on every other oceasion, and to 
the peculiar hardships of their service, &c. 

Mr. Wriceat, of Maryland, after paying a just 
tribute to the uniform good conduct of these men, 
moved to insert three instead of two months pay. 

This motion was, after discussion, negatived. 

Mr. Post, of New York, moved to amend the 
bill, by striking out so much of the bill as assigns 
the loss of clothes and bedding by the blowing 
up of the flotilla, as a reason for the grant pro- 
oe and inserting, in lieu thereof, “for their 

ravery in the battle of Bladensburg, on the 24th 
of August last.” This motion was negatived by 
a large majority. 

The Committee rose and reported the bill. On 
the question, whether the bill should be ordered 
to a third reading— 

Mr. Go_pszBorovuas, of Maryland, said, he had 
no wish to defeat the passage of the bill, but he 
thought it would be proper to suspend its passage 
for the present, because it was not sufficiently 
guarded in its provisions. He wished it to lie 
over also till the Committee of Investigation 
should report on this and other subjects. He was 
inclined to believe, from all he had heard, that 
the destruction of that flotilla was a very unne- 
cessary act, and that it might all have been saved, 
except the gunboats, by carrying it a proper dis- 
tance up the river. He moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to the first Mon- 
ha. December next. 

his motion was also negatived—ayes 38. 

Mr. Wicttam Reep, of Massachusetts, renewed 
the motion to insert, instead of the reason now 
assigned for this grant, the words, “in reward for 
the extraordinary bravery displayed by them in 
the battle of Bladensburg, on the 24th August.” 

This motion Mr. R. afterwards modified, on 
the suggestion of Mr. Lownpes, of South Caro- 
lina, so as to read, “in consideration of their gal- 
lantry and good conduct, and of the unusual 
hardship of their service.” 

On these several motions considerable debate 
took place, in which Messrs. Wricut, PLEASANTs, 
Post, Stuart, Gotpssorovau, Kina, and Reep, 
of Massachusetts, Lownpes, of South Carolina, 
Jackson. of Virginia, Pickertnc, and Tay or, 
of New York, took part. 

The objection to the bill as it now stood was, 
that it would afford an injurious precedent for all 
such cases of loss of clothing by seamen, which 
frequently occurred, whilst all appeared to agree 
that these men, by their general good conduct, 
particularly in the battle of Bladensburg, merited 
the notice of Government. It was said by Gen- 
eral Stuart that the men had sufficient notice to 
have saved their clothing; and the enemy’s force 
Was not nearer than a day’s march, when orders 
were given to blow up the flotilla. The same 
ee also took occasion to observe, that he 

lieved if the flotilla had never been brought up 
the Patuxent, this place would never have been 
attacked, and the public buildings would still 
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have been standing. It was this flotilla which 
had caused the recent invasion of Maryland. 

It was said, on the other hand, that giving pe- 
cuniary rewards for bravery, as was proposed to 
be done in this case by those who opposed the 
bill as it stood, would afford a precedent, if pur. 
sued, which would soon empty the Treasury, 
The case of these men, it was said, was far differ. 
ent from ordinary cases of loss of clothing. They 
had, since the 22d of August, the day the flotilla 
was destroyed, been engaged in the most arduous 
service which could be found, and had to sleep on 
the bare ground, without blankets, and scarcely 
clothes to their backs, having lost all they had, 
&c. As to the flotilla causing the invasion of 
Maryland, Mr. Pueasants said, they had had no 
flotilla in the waters of Virginia, and yet they had 
suffered there quite as much from the depreda- 
tions of the enemy as they had in Maryland, &c. 

Before the question on amendment was taken, 
a motion was made by Mr. Taytor, of New 
York, to lay the bill on the table. There were 
for the motion 66, against it 59. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 





Fripvay, October 21. 


On motion of Mr. Yancey, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of amending the laws of the United 
States, as to the effect which a judgment of rec- 
ord of one State shall have when offered in evi- 
dence in a suit in another State; and that they 
have permissicn to report by bill or otherwise. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, “ further to ex- 
tend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, and for returning the process thereon 
to the General Land Office ;” in which they ask 
the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, presented the petition 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown, and of the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
praying for charters; and of the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria, praying for an 
extension of its charter.—Relerred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


PETITION OF JOSEPH FORREST. 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Joseph Forrest, 
which was read, and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on Wednesday next. The report is 
as follows: 


That in the month of May, 1812, the petitioner, by 
his agent, chartered to the United States his schooner, 
called the William Yeaton, to take a cargo of provis- 
ions from New York to the port of Laguira, in South 
America. The contract, according to the covenants of 
the charter-party, was, that the petitioner should keep 
the vessel sound, tight, and strong; to be well fitted 
and provided with the necessary and convenient things 
for such a schooner ; to find the necessary men for the 
voyage; to employ and pay the officers and men for 
the same; and to defray all other expenses attending 
the voyage; to load the said schooner by the 26th of 
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May, 1812, and then to proceed to Laguira with all 
convenient and practicable expedition, where he was 
to discharge the cargo with convenient despatch. In 
consideration of such service, the United States cove- 
nanted with the petitioner to pay him for the cargo at 
the rate of one dollar and fifty cents for every barrel 
of flour, seventy-five cents for every half barrel of flour, 
and forty cents for every bushel of corn, as the full 
freight and compensation for the voyage. The schooner 
arrived at the port of Laguira on the first day of July, 
1812; gave notice to the agent of the United States 
of her arrival; and, between the 14th of that month 
and the Ist of August following, about two-thirds of 
the cargo was received. On that day a Spanish force 
entered Laguira, and seized the vessel with about one- 
third of the cargo on board ; that part, however, was 
then received and deposited by the agent of the United 
States; but the schooner was forcibly taken from the 
officer and crew, carried by her captors into Porto Ca- 
bello, and condemned by the Spanish authorities, upon 
the ground that the cargo was intended by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to furnish the inhabitants 
of Venezuela with provisions, at a time when they were 
in a state of insurrection. It appears also to the com- 
mittee, by a letter from the petitioner, addressed to a 
former chairman of the Committee of Claims, that the 
vessel remained in possession of the captors until about 
the Ist of October, when, by the interposition and 
friendship of Don Onis, she was restored to her cap- 
tain and crew; she was then sold by the captain at 
auction, to defray the expenses of seizure, delay, and 
condemnation. The petitioner asks of Congress com- 
pensation for the loss of the vessel and such damages 
os he has sustained. 

This case presents some features of hardship to the 
owner, but it is believed no legal obligation on the 
United States. If the owner has sustained damages 
by a breach of the contract on the part of the United 
States or its agent at Laguira, then it is conceded he 
is entitled to a compensation equivalent to the injury ; 
but if the damages which have accrued to him were 
the consequence of an abuse of power in the Spanish 
authorities, or an illegal and hostile act of that Gov- 
ernment, it is believed the United States are not re- 
sponsible to the owner. 

The committee know of no rule by which more jus- 
tice can be done to the parties than that afforded by 
the terms of the contract. They are of opinion that, 
from the foregoing facts, these terms create no legal 
obligation on the United States to pay for the vessel. 
They, therefore, recommend to the House the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 











Wasutnetor, June 16, 1813. 

Sir: In conformity to the request which, as chair- 
man of the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, 
you did me the honor to express to me this morning, 
relative to the vessels sent out with the donation voted 
by act of Congress in May, 1812, for the relief of the 
inhabitants of Venezuela, I take the liberty to state that 
the said vessels, in number six, say two from the re- 
spective ports of New York, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more, arrived in the port of Laguira in the month of 
June, 1812. Of these vessels, addressed to me as Con- 
sul for the United States, one only, the Independence 
of Baltimore, brought with her a regular charter-party ; 
their freights being paid in advance before their de- 
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parture from America, and no time, except in this one 
instance, being stipulated as to the discharge of the 
vessels. The Independence arrived on the 9th June, 
was immediately unloaded and reloaded for account of 
various merchants of Baltimore. She was cleared by 
the custom-house for Baltimore on the 17th July, 1812, 
but detained by a general embargo, laid by order of 
Miranda, then at the head of the revolutionary Gov- 
ernment. The arrival of the other vessels was delayed 
until the 27th and 28th of June. Every exertion was 
used for their prompt unloading, but, owing to the 
scarcity of lighters, the deranged state of the town 
from the misfortune of the 26th March, and finally the 
impress of nearly all the laborers for the war service, 
the discharging of all the vessels could not be comple- 
ted before the country came again under the Spanish . 
yoke, in the beginning of August, insomuch that the - 

Active Trader and Cumberland of Philadelphia, and 
Mary of New York, had part of their outward cargoes 
on board at this period. The ship Mary and Eliza of 
Baltimore, and William Yeaton from New York, were 
nearly loaded with return cargoes on freight for this 
country. 

I beg leave, therefore, to repel the charge made 
against me, as agent for the United States, of want of 
due diligence on my part; it being impossible for any 
human activity, under similar circumstances, to do 
more for the prompt unloading of the vessels in ques- 
tion than was done by me. 

For the subsequent events relative to the vessels, 
their libelling and condemnation by the Spanish au- 
thority at Puerto Cabello, and their final restitution 
on appeal to Caraccas, I beg leave to refer you to the 
protests made in due form before me in Laguira, and 
which, no doubt, will accompany the documents on 
which the claimants found their demand for compen- 
sation from the Congress of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most 
obedient servant, 


ROBERT K. LOWRY. 
T. Newron, Esq., Chairman, &c. 





Purrapeteara, February 14, 1814. 


I consider it a general principle of maritime law, 
that, as the owner of a vessel who receives goods on 
freight is bound to use due diligence to convey them 
to the port of destination, and deliver them to order, 
so the consignee is bound to use due diligence in re- 
ceiving those goods, and facilitating the vessel’s dis- 
charge. 

Each party is answerable to the other for any injury 
that may arise from neglect or delay, unless satisfac- 
tory reasons for delay can be assigned. When a vessel 
is to deliver an outward, and take in a return cargo, it 
is customary to have a charter-party executed, in which 
the number of lay-days, &c., are stipulated ; but when 
the contract is simply to deliver an outward cargo, such 
charter-parties are not necessary, and I believe not 
usual. 

The general rules of law are then to be resorted to. 

I took the liberty of stating in my letter to Mr. 
Eppes, that if the agreement for carrying provisions to 
Laguira had been made between Mr. Clement and an 
individual, and the same circumstances of delay in 
regard to receiving the goods which are imputed to Mr. 
Lowry had taken place on the part of the agent of the 
freighter, Mr. Clement could have obtained judicial 
relief. 
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The foregoing remarks explain the principles on 
which this opinion is founded. 

One of Mr. Clement’s vessels arrived at Laguira on 
the 27th, and the other on the 30th of June. Three 
or four days would have been sufficient for the dis- 
charge of the whole of the cargoes—allow a week ; 
on the 7th of July they ought to have been discharged ; 
but neither of them was discharged till the 8th or 9th 
of August. 

Whatever damage happened after the expiration of 
a reasonable time, and which, in its nature, was fairly 
imputable to delay, would be recoverable at law of the 
freighter, who would be left to his remedy against his 
agent. 

Mr. Lowry, itis understood, denies the charge against 
him. It is a fact to be inquired into, but it is difficult 
* to conceive why the captains, whose duties and whose 
habits are to lose no time in discharging their outward 
cargoes and returning, should have trifled with their 
owners’ interests in the extraordinary manner they 
must have done, by consuming four or five weeks in 
doing what might, as they themselves acknowledge, 
have been accomplished in one. 

But Mr. Clement’s right to compensation does not, 
I think, rest on this ground only. 

His vessels were in the service of the nation; he 
sailed in a single degree under the protection of the 
United States ; he, therefore, was bound to presume 
that the papers he received from them were competent 
to protect him. 

t was not for him to cast about for other passports 
or documents of any kind than what they furnished 
him with ; and, under these circumstances, the United 
States must be considered as guarantying his admis- 
sion and his safety in the Spanish ports. 

It must also be considered as an engagement, on the 
part of the United States, that his mission should not, 
from its nature, expose him to any extraordinary dam- 
age. If this had been apprehended, he would of course 
have claimed, and been considered entitled to, a larger 
compensation for the risk than the usual amount of 
freight. 

Now the seizure and condemnation which, after the 
first detentions, produced the additional delay and 
eventual loss are founded on the nature of his errand 
and the alleged defect of the proper papers. 

Mr. Clement’s conduct throughout appears, and is 
admitted by the agents for the United States, both here 
and at Laguira, to have been unblameable. 

His vessels took in their respective cargoes here with 
unexceeded promptness, and delivered them at Laguira 
in perfect order. Nothing was done by him or his cap- 
tains that could in any manner produce any injury or 
disadvantage to the voyage. 

Icannot but think his claim on the justice of his 
country a very strong one. 


W. RAWLE. 
WAYS AND MEANS. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Eppes, of Vir- 
inia, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
hele, on the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the subsequent letter from Mr. 
Secretary Dallas. 

Mr. E. stated that, since the receipt of the Sec- 
retary’s letter, the committee had revised their 
report, and had determined to recommend its 
modification, so as to correspond, in so far as 
they believed consistent with the public good, 
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with the last report from the Treasury Depart. 
ment. The report of the committee having keen 
read over, the first resolution having been read, 
which proposes to continue the direct tax, and to 
increase the same fifty per cent. 

Mr. E., after some introductory remarks, moved 
to amend the report in conformity to the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury’s report, so as to make the 
addition one hundred instead of fifty per cent. 

Mr. Oak.ey, of New York, said that he rose 
for the purpose of moving to amend the amend. 
ment which had been offered to the resolution 
under consideration by the chairman of the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Man. The resolution, as 
originally reported by that committee, proposed 
to continue the existing direct tax and to add 
fifty per cent. to the amount. The Secretary of 
the Treasury had recommended an increase of 
one hundred per cent., and, in pursuance of that 
recommendation, the committee had directed 
their chairman to make the motion he had just 
submitted; the effect of which, if success{ul, 
would be to raise by the direct tax six millions 
of dollars. His object, Mr. O. said, was to go 
still further, and to raise from that source of rev- 
enue seven millions and a half. As he wasa 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
it might be proper for him here to state, lest he 
should be considered as opposing the report of the 
committee, to which he might be presumed to 
have agreed—that they were much divided in 
opinion as to the point now in question, as well 
as to several others embraced in the report. 

The honorable chairman, Mr. O. said, had cor- 
rectly stated that the plan of finance adopted at 
the commencement of the war, was, to raise by 
customs, and direct and indirect taxes, a sum sul: 
ficient to defray the expenses of the Peace Estab- 
lishment, and to pay the interest of the old debt, 
together with the interest on such new debt as 
might be incurred from year to year by the war, 
and to rely upon loans to meet all the expendi- 
tures of the war. This, Mr. O. presumed, was 
to be considered as the war plan of finance, which 
the Administration had deemed competent to 
carry the country safely through the contest. [i 
was to the errors and insufficiency of this plan 
that the present financial embarrassments of the 
Government were fairly to be attributed. The 
principal feature and great defect of the plan was, 
that reliance was placed, to use the language of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, on “ the national 
faith and not the national wealth.” It was, sim- 
ply, the plan of always borrowing and never pay- 
ing; a plan which would necessarily lead to 
bankruptcy either in an individual or a nation. 
Its authors seemed to have forgotten or disre- 
garded the first rudiments in any correct system 
of finance, which would have taught them never 
to contract a debt without creating a revenue 
sufficient to pay the interest and gradually dis- 
charge the principal. 7 

Gentlemen had been warned of the inadequacy 0! 
this plan of finance in the outset; they had been 
told that there was nothing miraculous in this 
thing called “public faith ;” that it was no better 
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frequently not as good as the faith of an indi- 
ane cal, and thatthe publie creditor would look 
not only to the honesty of the Government, but 
to the means provided by it to meet its engage- 
ments; indeed, a pledge of the public faith by 
law for the redemption of a debt, appeared to him 
entirely superfluous; inasmuch as it was always 
pledged by the very act of incurring the debt. 
Gentlemen had been frequently urged to resort to 
specific pledges of parts of the existing revenue 
to secure the payments of the loans, with a view 
to obtain them on more favorable terms. They 
had, however, considered such pledges unimpor- 
tant, and had gone on relying upon public credit 
alone, without taking any steps to support it, un- 
til the nation was ee bankrupt. They had, 
indeed, succeeded in making some loans at first 
on very unfavorable terms; but their system had 
at length entirely exploded. It was admitted that 
their last attempt had failed, notwithstanding 
the Government had been prepared to accept 
terms of the most extravagant and ruinous char- 
acter. The letter of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury showed that there was a deficit in the ways 
and means provided for the present year of near 
fourteen millions of dollars. This sum it was 
necessary to raise immediately to meet the expen- 
ditures of the present quarter of the year. In 
this deficit was not included the vast amount of 
unascertained debt which had arisen from ex- 
penditures not comprised in the general estimate, 
and for which no specific appropriations had been 
made by Jaw; but which, however, had as fair a 
claim on the Government for immediate payment 
as any other. He alluded particularly to the ex- 
penses which had attended the employment of the 
vast bodies of militia which had been called into 
the public service, and which the Government 
did not now possess funds to meet. 

The correctness of the summary view he had 
taken of the defects in the plan of finance, he 
believed could not be questioned. The conse- 
quences of these defects would be strongly exem- 
_— by a reference to the manner in which the 

st loans had been negotiated. He had made a 
statement, which he would submit to the Com- 
mittee, and which he believed substantially cor- 
rect, intended to show in a succinct point of light 
the extent of the sacrifice which the Government 
had been compelled to make in order to procure 
the partial supplies which these loans had afforded. 
By the act of the 24th of March, 1814, a loan of 
$25,000,000 was authorized. Proposals for a part 
of that loan, — $10,000,000, were invited by 
the Treasury on the second day of May. Vari- 
ous proposals were made, and the Government 
finally contracted for the sum of $9,795,056, at 
the rate of $100 in stock, bearing an interest of 
six per cent. for eighty-eight dollars in money. 
But what particularly deserved notice in this 
contract was the condition insisted on by the con- 
tractors and acceded to by the Government, that 
if any part of the $25,000,000 loan should be 
made by the Treasury, on terms more favorable 
to the lender, the same should be extended to 
that contract—a condition the most injurious to 
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the Government that could have been devised— 
inasmuch as it made it the interest of the con- 
tractors to depress rather than to sustain the price 
of the public stocks. 

On the 22d of August proposals were again in- 
vited for $6,000,000, as a part of the loan author- 
ized by the act of the 24th of March; and Gov- 
ernment, on those proposals, contracted for the 
sum of $2,930,300, being all it could obtain at the 
rate of one hundred dollars in stock, at an inter- 
est of six per cent. for eighty dollars in money. 
The consequence was a sacrifice by the Govern- 
ment of twenty per cent., not only on the amount 
thus contracted for, but on the whole of the con- 
tract for the $9,795,056 ; the holders of which, by 
virtue of the condition annexed to their contract, 
had a right to demand of the Government a pre- 
mium of eight per cent. in addition to the twelve 

er cent. they had already received. The fol- 
owing statement would give a view of theextent 
of the loss which the Government had suffered 
in the negotiation of these loans. 


Amount of the first contract - - - $9,795,056 





Amount of the second contract - - 2,930,300 
Total contracted for - - - - 12,725,356 
Loss to the Government, twelve per cent. 
on the original contract for $9,795,056 
$1,175,356 
Twenty per cent. on the con- 
tract for $2,930,300 - - 586,060 
Eight per cent. on $9,795,056, 
in consequence of the con- 
dition annexed to the first 
contract - - - - 783,604 
One-fourth of one per cent. on 
$9,795,056 allowed as acom- 
mission - - - - 24,487 
One-fourth of one per cent. on 
$2,930,300 - - - 
Total loss - - 2,576,883 


Amount of stock to be created by Govern- 
ment to raise the sum contracted for $15,302,239 


It would be seen, Mr. O. said, from this state- 
ment, that the Treasury, in order to raise the 
sum of $12,725,356, had been obliged to create 
stock to the amount of $15,302,237, and had thus 
paid a premium to the lenders of $2,576,883, or 
upwards of one-fifth of the whole amount. 

Another view of the second contract might be 
presented which would be still more aan 
As the eight per cent. on the sum of $9,595,0 
were lost solely in consequence of that contract, 
the whole ought to be placed to its account. 

The statement of the second contract would 
then stand thus: 

Amount contracted for - - - - $2,930,300 
Loss, 20 per cent. on that sum $586,060 
Eight per cent. on the sum of 
were. 
One-fourth of one per cent. com- 
mission - - - e 
Total loss on second contract 


783,604 


1,376,990 








Amount of stock to be created by the sec- 
ond contract - - ° « 


- $4,307,290 
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It would thus appear that the premium in fact 
paid by the Government for the sum of $2,930,300, 
was $1,376,990, or ke nearly fifty per cent. 
When, Mr. O. said, the Treasury was reduced to 
the necessity of negotiating loans on terms like 
these, it required no argument to prove that the 
finances and credit of the nation were in a state 
of utter ruin. 

Mr. O. had stated the one-fourth of one per 
cent. on the amount of the contracts as one item 
of theloss. That was allowed by the law author- 
izing the loan as a commission to any person who 
should collect subscriptions from others, and was 
not intended to be given on any sum which the 
contractor might offer for his own benefit. It 
would be seen, by a reference tothe report of the 
late Secretary of the Treasury, that more than 
one-half of the first contract for $9,795,056 was 
taken by an individual, for anything that ap- 

ared, on his own account; yet the commission 

ad been allowed to him, and indeed, had been 
expressly stipulated for in his written proposals, 
which could not have been necessary, had he 
been entitled to it by the terms of the law. He 
could not, therefore, help thinking, Mr. O. said, 
that in this instance, it had been paid contrary to 
~ spirit, and indeed, to the plain letter of the 
aw. 

Mr. O. said, he had entered into these details 
for the purpose of showing to the Committee that 
a total and immediate change in the system of 
finance hitherto pursued by the Administration 
was absolutely necessary. It was the first step 
towards that reform in the management of the 
finances which could alone restore and maintain 
the public credit. Gentlemen must resort now 
to what it was their duty long ago to have adopt- 
ed—a system of direet and internal taxes, suffi- 
ciently extended, to form the basis of loans. To 
make that basis firm, the proceeds of the taxes 
must be adequate, not only to pay the interest, 
but to constitute a certain fund for the reimburse- 
ment of the principal—and must be specially 
pledged to the public creditor by law. Had this 
system been pursued from the beginning, a much 
smaller amount of taxes would have been neces- 
sary to support public credit, than are now de- 
manded to restore it. In proportion, as the state 
of the finances was desperate, the more vigorous 
must be the remedy applied for their relief. 

In any such system of revenue, Mr. O. said, 
the direct tax was undoubtedly a principal fea- 
ture. He had always thought that, in all coun- 
tries, land was the legitimate and proper object 
of taxation, whenever the public exigencies re- 
quired it. But in this country there were some 
reasons which, in his judgment, rendered it pe- 
culiarly so. By the Constitution, direct taxes 
were apportioned among the several States, 
according to their representation in that House. 
The representation of the States holding slaves, 
it was well known, was greatly increased by that 
species of population. It was therefore provided 
by the Constitution, that they should pay a greater 
proportion of every direct tax, as an equivalent 
for the undue weight which they thus acquired 
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in the Government. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had said, that the 
direct tax was unequal, and therefore objec. 
tionable; being apportioned among the Siates 
according to population, and not according to 
wealth. In any other state of things than that 
presented by the Constitution, the remark would 
be correct. The framers of that instrument jp. 
tended that it should be unequal, and that 
should enter as a principal part into every sys. 
tem of extraordinary, if not ordinary taxation, 
to which the country might be compelled to 
resort. 

He was, therefore, Mr. O. said, in favor of con- 
tinuing the direct tax, and of increasing it beyond 
the amount proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Indeed, so just in a political point 
of view was it, and so much in conformity with 
the spirit of the Constitution, that he thought 
that much the greater part of the revenue now 
required ought to be raised by that tax alone, 
That it could be extended greatly beyond the 
amount proposed, did not admit of a doubt. If 
gentlemen would advert to the document from 
the Treasury laid on their tables that morning 
they would find, if they would make the neces. 
sary calculations, that in those States where the 
valuation of houses, lands, and slaves, had been 
made in pursuance of the existing law, the ag- 
gregate proportion of the tax to the amount of 
the valuation was extremely small. In New 
Hampshire it was about 26 cents in the 100 dol- 
lars—in Massachusetts about 33—in Vermont 
about 30—in Rhode Island about 16—in Con- 
necticut 13—in New York 28—Delaware 22— 
Maryland 14—North Carolina 20—and Tennes- 
nessee about 28. Thus in no case was the pre- 
sent direct tax as high as one-third of one per 
cent. on the amount of valuation, and in some 
it was no more than about one-eighth of one per 
cent. And the average rate of the tax in all the 
States he had named, was not more than one-fifth 
of one per cent. When it was considered that 
the valuation was in fact, in all cases, much be- 
low the real intrinsic worth of the property, it 
must be apparent that the present tax could be 
greatly increased without becoming burdensome. 

He was in favor of an increase of the direct 
tax, Mr. O. said, for another reason. It operated, 
in consequence of the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, unequally on the slaveholding States, or in 
other words, generally speaking, on the Southero 
and Western States. This inequality was neces- 
sary to countervail the unequal operation of the 
internal duties on the Northern and Eastern 
States. The document before alluded to, if ex- 
amined, in reference to that subjeet, would pre- 
sent some striking results. He would call the at- 
tention of gentlemen to the last page of the doc- 
ument, which contained the “aggregate amounts 
of internal duties ascertained on the 10th o! 
October, 1814, to have been received in each 
State or Territory.” Although that aggregate 
did not, for very evident reasons, show accurately 
the amount of internal duties actually accrued 10 
each State, yet, when it was considered that the 
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collectors were obliged by law to make their re- 
turns at very short periods, the amount known at 
the Treasury to have been received at any given 
time, was tolerable evidence of the amount ac- 
erued up to that time. At all events, it was suf- 
ficiently exact for the general purposes of his 
argument. ‘ ; 
He had made some calculations, Mr. O. said, 
while in his seat that morning, from the data of- 
fered by that document, which he would submit 
to the Committee. Some allowance ought to be 
made in these calculations on account of the dif- 
ference before alluded to, between the duties re- 
ceived and the duties accrued ; but he believed, 
the general result would not, in any case, be 
materially varied. The whole amount of internal 
duties ascertained to have been received on the 
10th of October, 1814, was $1,491,385. Of this 
amount, the States east of the river Delaware 
had paid $765,200; and States south and west 
of that, including all the Territories, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, had paid $726,185, while the 
former had seventy-four Representatives in that 
House, and the latter one hundred and eight. In- 
cluding Pennsylvania in the Eastern division, 
it would appear that that division, with ninety- 
four Representatives, had paid $1,045,183, while 
the South and West with eighty-five Representa- 
tives paid only $446,202. The State of Rhode 
Island, with two Representatives, had paid more 
than Tennessee with six, and as much nearly as 
Kentucky with ten, or Ohio with six. Connec- 
ticut, with seven Representatives, had paid $58,- 
$77, while Kentucky and Ohio, with sixteen Re- 
resentatives, had paid only about $65,000. New 
ersey with six Representatives had paid $54,202, 
and Kentucky with ten, $32,935. ‘The State of 
New York alone had paid $303,694, while all the 
States of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, 
North and South Carolina, Delaware, and Louis- 
iana, had paid only about $260,000; while the 
latter had fifty-three Representatives in that 
House, and sixty-nine votes in the choice of a 
President of the United States, while the former 
had twenty-seven Representatives, and twenty- 
nine votes for President. Under the Stamp Act 
alone, there had accrued in Massachusetts during 
the two first quarters of the year, $14,281, and in 
the States of Delaware, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia, there had 
accrued during the same period but $19,435. In 
Rhode Island, with two Representatives, there 
had accrued under the same act, and for the 
same time, more revenue, than in North Caro- 
lina, with thirteen Representatives—and gen- 
tlemen would find the same inequality running 
throughout the whole system. It was most evi- 
dent, therefore, that the political power and in- 
fluence of the Northern and Eastern States, when 
compared with the other parts of the Union, held 
no proportion to the share which they bore of the 
public burdens. 
As gentlemen from the South and West had 
always contended that the duty on domestic dis- 





been drawn particularly to that subject. He 
found on examination, that in the States east of 
the Delaware, there had accrued during the first 
two quarters of the year from the duty on licen- 
ses to distillers $317,795, and in the States south 
and west of that river $439,602; and if Penn- 
sylvapia were added to the eastern division, the 
States south and west would pay on that article 
only $167,822, while the East would pay $589,- 
575. Connecticut, as far as the product could be 
estimated by the amount of the tax, made more 
domestic spirits than Maryland, Ohio, South 
Carolina, or Georgia, and about as much as 
either Tennessee or Kentucky ; and the State of 
New York as much as Delaware, Maryland, 
North and South Carolina, Ohio, and Georgia 
together. It would appear, then, that the idea 
that the tax on domestic spirits bore unequally on 
the Western and Southern country was entirely 
erroneous—the reverse was the truth. 

Such a system of internal duties, Mr. O. said, 
he considered both unjust and impolitic ; unjust, 
because it imposed the public burdens on one 
section of the Union, while the political power 
resided in another; and impolitic, as it must ne- 
cessarily tend to weaken the attachments of the 
people to the Government. The States ought 
not to contribute to the support of Government 
in proportion to wealth, while power was en- 
joyed according to numbers. He was, for these 
reasons, Mr. O. said, clearly of opinion, that the 
direct tax ought to be increased above, and the 
system of internal duties reduced below the 
amount recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. From the effect of this general prin- 
ciple, however, he was willing to except the ar- 
ticle of domestic spirits; although the duty on 
that article, like all other internal duties, opera- 
ted unequally on the East and North, he thought 
ita proper subject of taxation. The use of it in 
most cases was a vice—in some a luxury, and in 
very few a necessary. He wished to increase 
the duty to the amount recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the aa and when the proper 
period arrived, he would move, if no other a 
tlemen did it, to amend the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to that effect. The 
Chairman of the committee had thought that a 
duty of thirty cents on the gallon would operate 
as a prohibition of the manufacture of the arti- 
cle. When, however, it was recollected that im- 
ported spirits bore an average duty of fifty-eight 
cents on the gallon, and that the importation was 
almost entirely cut off, he could not doubt but 
that domestic spirits would easily bear the pro- 
posed tax without materially lessening the con- 
sumption. 

There were still other reasons, Mr. O. said, 
which induced him to be in favor of an increase 
of the direct tax, and to give it a preference over 
any system of internal duties. It was a certain 
tax in its product. The Government could not 
be deceived in the amount they calculated to de- 
rive from it. When pledged to the public credi- 


tilled spirits pressed very unequally on that part | tor, he would be under no apprehension that the 
of the Union, his attention, Mr. O. said, had | revenue would fail him. The confidence inspired 
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by any system of revenue was always in propor- 


tion to the certainty of its proceeds. The amount 
of the proceeds of this tax could not be materi- 
ally varied by any change in the habits, customs 

or business of the people, 7: which the interna 

duties were always more or less affected. It was 
not only a certain tax, but it was easily collected. 
It employed no excise officers to harass the peo- 
ple. The assessments it required to be made 
were in practice under the State laws in almost 
every State. In addition to this, the mode of 
collecting it was an effectual security against 
fraud on the part of the collector. He could not 
embezzle any part of the tax without detection. 
This was a consideration of no small impor- 
tance, when it was considered that the Govern- 


—= 


were articles of common use and necessity ; and 
it was as essential to national independence to 
protect and encourage the manufacture of these 
articles, as the manufacture of cotton. The 
Committee of Ways and Means had determined 
to give upthe tax on cotton yarn. He approved 
of that determination; but he could see no rea- 
son for exempting that manufacture, which did 
not apply with equal or greater force to the others, 

He had still another reason, Mr. O. said, for 
increasing the direct tax beyond the amount rec- 
ommended by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. It would be observed that the Secretary 
of the Treasury had recommended a National 
Bank, as an essential part of his plan of finance, 
Indeed so essential did he consider it, that it ap- 


ment must necessarily often make improper ap- | peared to be the pivot on which his whole sys. 


pointments to the office of collector, and when 
it was sometimes the case, that considerations 
entered into the appointment, other than those of 
the integrity and capacity of the candidate. 

He was further anxious, Mr. O. said, for an in- 
crease of the direct tax, as gentlemen would per- 
ceive, if they agreed to raise an additional mil- 
lion and a half from this source, they would be 
able to dispense with the taxes on leather, can- 
dles, iron, saddles, bridles, and some other arti- 
cles of real necessity, which had been placed on 
the list of new taxes. The tax on leather was 
particularly objectionable. It was proposed to 
tax it, not only in the first stage of the manu- 
facture, but in harness, boots, saddles, and bridles; 
inalmost every shape it could assume. The tax 
on iron was in truth a tax on the farmer and 
mechanic, into whose business it necessarily en- 
tered to a great degree. The farmer surely would 
prefer paying his tax in a gross sum, assessed 
upon his farm, when he could know the amount 
demanded of him, than to have it drawn from 
him indirectly, and to an extent that he could not 
well estimate, in duties on all the leather, and 
iron, and saddles, and bridles, and hats, and to- | 
bacco, and nails, which he might find it neces- | 
sary to purchase. | 

Mr. O. said he was utterly opposed to this sys- | 
tem of drawing the supplies from so many | 





tem turned, and without it he could not be held 
at all responsible for the success of his plans, 
Although, Mr. O. said, he was friendly to a Na- 
tional Bank, organized on correct and independ- 
ent principles, and believed it necessary to a safe 
and easy management of the revenue, he could 


| never approve of such a bank as the Secretary 


had proposed. It contained principles which ap- 
peared to him subversive of the very objects the 
Secretary had in view in its establishment. A 
bank with a capital of $6,000,000 in specie, and 
$44,000,000 in stock, for all the legitimate purpo- 
ses of banking, was in truth nothing more than 
a bank of $6,000,000. It was impossible, in the 
present state of banking credit, that such a bank 
should loan extensively to the Government with- 
out being soon reduced to the situation of most 
of the other banks in the country. The effect of 
it, then, would be stiil more to sink the public 
credit, and embarrass the financial operations of 
the Government. A bank to succeed must be 
left perfectly free to pursue its own interests, 
without the interference of the Government. lt 
must proceed in the outset with great caution, 
and on a limited scale, until by degrees it could 
draw to itself the public confidence, and restore 
it also to the other banking institutions in the 
country, and thus gradually get the whole ma- 
chine again in motion. hether it could suc- 


sources, and running into all this detail of indi- | ceed at ail was extremely problematical ; but it 


rect taxation. It was better to lay hold of a few 
prominent objects and raise the money from 
them. Many of the proposed internal duties 
could not be collected at all by means of an ex- 
cise, which was always odious and oppressive to 
the spirit of every free people. These smaller 
items, therefore, had better be omitted. They 
were not very productive, but still were very 
vexatious and harassing. It was better not to 
resort to them at all until other resources were 
exhausted. They might be reserved, at all events, 
until next year; when, if the war continued, 
there would be ample opportunity to include 
them in the list. 

Gentlemen would perceive, also, that many of 
these new internal duties were to be levied on 
the manufactures of the country. The Govern- 
ment, Mr. O. said, had professed a great regard 
for the “infant manufactures.” Iron and leather 


certainly could not if the wants of the Govern- 
ment, and not its own interests, were to be the 
guide of its conduct. There were other objec- 
tions to the Secretary’s plan, particularly the 
agency which the Government was to have in 
the appointment of directors, but he would not 
dwell on them. It was enough to observe that 
unless the proposed plan of the bank was maie- 
rially modified, there was every reason to believe 
that it would meet with no support from the mi- 
nority in the House; and perhaps it would re- 
ceive but little in any shape. As there were 
many gentlemen in the House opposed to a bank 
under any circumstances, and many who would 
dislike its details, it became very questionable 
whether it would be adopted at all. Under this 
view of the subject, it became important to ren- 
der the system of revenue, independent of the 
bank, more effectual and adequate. 
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a 
every point of light, therefore, in which he 
hed Scan ale to coathbet the subject, Mr. O. 
said he was satisfied that an increase of the direct 
tax beyond the amount recommended by the 
Committee of Ways and Means was essential. 
Without it, he thought the system incomplete, 
and he believed it would be found ineffectual. 
Having thus, Mr. O. said, submitted to the 
Committee the remarks that had occurred to 
him, to show that the disastrous state of the 
finances could be retrieved only by an immediate 
and total change in the ruinous system hitherto 
pursued, and a resort to a vigorous and exten- 
sive plan of internal revenue, he ought perhaps 
no longer to occupy the attention of the Com- 
mittee. But, feeling as he did, that the great 
addition to the existing burdens of the people, 
which was about to be heaped on them, had been 
rendered necessary by the war, he must beg the 
indulgence of the Committee, while he laid be- 
fore them, in a summary manner, his views of 
the present state and character of the war, and 
the line of conduct in relation to it, which he 
felt called upon to pursue. His sentiments, Mr. 
O. said, as to the origin of the war, and the ob- 
jects for which it was avowedly declared, had 
always been uniform. Atits commencement he 
thought, and he still thought, that it was unne- 
cessary and inexpedient, and that it was waged 
for objects unattainable in themselves, and if at- 
tainable, unimportant, when considered in con- 
nexion with the immense public and private sac- 
rifice with which a successful pursuit of them 
must necessarily be attended. Adverting to the 
circumstances under which the war was de- 
clared, to the total want of preparation for it, 
and the carelessness. manifested by its authors 
about its ultimate and probable consequences, it 
appeared to him that the history of human folly 
and rashness could not present an act so enor- 
mous. When he considered the extent of individ- 
ual and national injury growing out of the war; 
the essential interests and rights of the country 
staked upon its issue; the treasure which has 
been squandered, and the blood which has been 
shed in its progress; with the absence of all ra- 
tional hope that it could be brought to a success- 
ful termination with the means which had been 


thought adequate by the Government at its com- | 


mencement—all of which had been distinctly 
pointed out, and ought to have been foreseen by 
its authors—he could scarcely resist the belief 
that they had acted under the influence of a 
blind infatuation, which had alike set at defiance 
the plainest dictates of prudence, and the lessons 
which the experience of every age had taught. 
He had said that the avowed objects of the 
war, in its commencement, were unattainable in 
themselves, and, if attainable, too unimportant to 
justify the war either in its origin or continu- 
ance. ‘That they were now impliedly admitted 
to be so by the Administration itself, appeared 
abundantly from the documents before the pub- 
lic. To say nothing of the question relative to 
the blockades, about which there was no sub- 
stantial difference between the enemy and our- 
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selves, he would confine himself to the “ prinei- 
pal cause of war,” which had arisen out of the 
practice by the enemy of impressing from our 
merchant vessels his own seamen. It could not 
but be recollected that the war had been com- 
menced, as far as it related to this branch of the 
quarrel, with the express design of compelling 
the enemy, not only to discontinue that practice 
in point of fact, but to stipulate by treaty that it 
should not be renewed. This was the ground 
decidedly taken by the Administration, many of 
its friends had gone further, and insisted that the 
enemy should be compelled to stipulate, not only 


claim of right. 

That such were the views of the Administra- 
tion, on the subject of impressment, at the com- 
mencement of the war, and such the concessions 
from the enemy. which he expected to obtain, was 
apparent from its declarations at the time; the 
same views had been continued and the same in- 
tentions avowed in subsequent stages of the war. 
If gentlemen would advert to the correspondence 
between Admiral Warren and our Government, 
svon after its commencement, they would find the 
same spirit manifested. He did not know that 
he recollected accurately the purport of that cor- 
respondence. He had not been able, in conse- 
quence of the general destruction of the papers 
/and documents of the House, conveniently to 
recur to it. He would therefore thank any gen- 
tleman on either side of the House to correct any 
impression relative to it which he might appear 
erroneously to entertain. He would then allege 
| that the Government refused to accept the peace 
| proffered on that occasion by the enemy, on the 

ground that no peace between the two countries 
could be secure or of long continuance unless the 
subject of impressment was so adjusted in the 
negotiation that the practice of it on the part of 
the enemy should entirely cease. [Here Mr. 
Jackson, of Virginia, rose and observed, that as 
the gentleman from New York had desired to be 
corrected in any erroneous impression he might 
entertain in relation to the correspondence alluded 
to, he would take the liberty of stating that the 
Government had demanded as a condition of its 
acceptance of the armistice offered by Admiral 
Warren, that the enemy should agree to discon- 
tinue the practice of impressment during the ne- 
gotiation which might follow.] Mr. O. said he 
did not question that the statement of the honor- 
able gentleman was substantially correct. Ad- 
mitting it to be so, he said the spirit of the con- 
dition insisted on by the Government fully bore 
| him out in the remark he had made on its views, as 
manifested in that correspondence. If the Gov- 
ernment refused even to assent to a negotiation 
until the enemy had yielded the point in dispute, 
by agreeing to discontinue the practice of im- 
pressment during its pendency, it could hardly be 
supposed that in the negotiation itself it was not 
determined to insist that a complete abandonment 
of the practice should be expressly stipulated. He 
felt justified, therefore, in saying, that the Gov- 
ernment, in the correspondence with Admiral 


to abandon the practice, but also tb surrender the 
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Warren, was actuated by its uniform conviction 
that no treaty of peace ought to he made with 
England, in which the question of impressment 
was not satisfactorily adjusted. 

On the subject of the refusal to accede to the 
armistice offered by Admiral Warren, Mr. O. 
said, he could not forbear remarking, that the 
conduct of the Administration appeared to him to 


have been, on that occasion, not less rash and un- | 
‘wise than in the declaration of war. An opportu- 


nity was then afforded of extricating the country 
from the war with honor. The effect of the 
position of the enemy, if acceded to, would 
ave been to have re-established the relations of 
ace, by restoring the two countries to the state 
in which they were at the commencement of 
the war—terms which the Government appeared 
willing now to accept, but which he feared could 
not be obtained until after a protracted and bloody 
contest. 

The determination of the Government to ad- 
here to the ground which it assumed in the outset, 
on the subject of impressment, was fully mani- 
fested in the earliest instructions to our Commis- 
sioners for negotiating peace. As far as its views 
could be collected from those parts of the first in- 
structions which had been made public, and which 
on that point were full and explicit, it was abun- 
dantly evident that the grand object of the nego- 
tiation was, as that of the war had been, to obtain 
from the enemy a clear and precise stipulation 
by treaty, that the practice of impressment should 
be abandoned. If gentlemen would look at these 
instructions they would everywhere see, in the 
first stages of them, the same spirit. In the letter 
of the 15th of April, 1813, the Secretary of State, 
after observing that the war would cease, when 
the enemy should respect the right of our seamen 
ty which it was presumed the Secretary meant 

ritish seamen on board of American vessels) to 
be exempted from impressment, had declared that 
the proposition made by Mr. Russell to the Brit- 
ish Government immediately after the war, and 
the answer given by the Department of State to 
Admiral Warren, showed the ground on which 
the United States were willing to adjust that 
controversy. In ihe same letter it was again de- 
clared, that to secure the United States against 
impressment, “a clear and distinct provision must 
be made against the practice”—the form was not 
material—all that was required was, that the Brit- 
ish Government should “stipulate in some ade- 
quate manner to terminate or forbear the practice 
of impressment from American vessels.” Again, 
in the same letter, the Commissioners were told 
that the great object they had to secure was, “ that 
our flag should protect the crew,” and if that 
was not done, the United States “had appealed 
to arms 1n vain,” and that if their efforts to ac- 
complish it failed, “ all further negotiation would 
cease.” 

In the letter of the 28th of January, 1814, gen- 
tlemen would find it declared that “ the senti- 
ments of the President had undergone no change” 
on the important subject of impressment; that 
* the degrading practice must cease, our fag must 
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protect the crew, or the United States could not 
consider themselves an independent nation ;” and 
we were further told, that in agreeing to treat 
with Great Britain directly, “no concession was 
contemplated on any pointin controversy.” And 
in the letter of the 14th of February, 1814, jr 
would be seen that the same ground was maip- 
tained even in the event of a peace in Europe. 

It would thus be manifest, Mr. O. said, from a 
view of the official documents connected with the 
origin and progress uf the negotiation to a late 
period, that the Government had all along con. 
sidered a stipulation by treaty on the subject of 
impressment as essential to any secure and honor. 
able peace; that it had assumed that ground as 
the main object of the war; that it had deemed 
such a stipulation not only attainable, but sufl- 
ciently important to justify the war; in that it 
had been made a “sine qua non” to any treaty of 
peace. 

It was true, Mr. O, said, that the Government 
had occasionally varied its ground as to the limi- 
tation in point of time, of the stipulation con- 
tended for, and had gone very far in tendering to 
Great Britain an equivalent for such a stipula- 
tion. It had even gone the length of proposing, 
that the crews of our vessels should be mustered 
previous to the voyage, and be subjected to the 
examination and scrutiny of British Consuls or 
commercial agents. A regulation, Mr. O. said, 
almost, if not altogether, as degrading as the prac- 
tice of impressment itself, and much more inju- 
rious to the commercial interests of the country. 
But, notwithstanding these concessions on subor- 
dinate points, the stipulation, in its principal fea- 
ture, had been constantly adhered to in every in- 
struction to our Ministers, down to the 25th of 
June, 1814. 

A litile previous to that time, Mr. O. said, gen- 
tlemen would recollect, that authentic intelligence 
was received in this country of the dethronement 
of the late Emperor of France. That event made 
it certain that »eace would not only be restored 
in Europe, but would be restored under circum- 
stances rendering futile any expectation which 
might have been entertained by our Government 
of reaping any advantage, in the contest with 
England, from the power or influence of France. 
The effect of this on the Administration had cer- 
tainly been to lower its tone on the subject of 
impressment. In the letter to our Ministers of 
the 25th of June, 1814, the first appearance was 
manifested of a design to recede fron the main 
ground. In that letter our Commissioners were 
instructed, that, in case no stipulation could be 
obtained from the British Government, either re- 
linguishing the claim of impressment, or discon- 
tinuing the practice, they were at liberty to agree 
to an article, referring the subject to a future 
negotiation. The Government, however, still 
looked forward to an eventual arrangement of the 
difference on this point, similar to that for which 
it had uniformly been contending. An ultimate 
stipulation by treaty, discontinuing the practice 
of impressment, was still its object and intention. 
Two days afterwards, however, Mr. O. said, the 
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views of the Government underwent a further 
change, and ‘on mature consideration” it was 
determined to abandon the whole ground. In the 
letter of the 27th of June, the Commissioners were 
told that they might “ omit any stipulation on the 
subject of impressment if found indispensably ne- 
cessary to terminate the war.” 

It was thus apparent, Mr. O. said, that a war, 
commenced for the purpose of vindicating the 
rights of the nation, which its authors considered 
essentially violated by the impressment of Brit- 
ish seamen from our vessels, was to have been 
concluded by an absolute abandonment on the 

rt of the Government, of all the grounds on 
which it had been declared, and the country, after 
two years of suffering and sacrifice, the extent of 
which was even now little understood, but which 
would be felt for generations to come, was to 
have been placed in the same situation, as it re- 
spected the question of impressment, in which it 
stood at the commencement of the war. This 
abandonment of the original objects of the war 
was not only total, but, in its effect, perpetual. 

The Government, after having published to the 
enemy its intentions to have conceded the point, 
could scarcely hope to revive its claims with suc- 
cess in any future negotiation. 

Mr. O. said he would submit to gentlemen, 
whether he was not borne out by the facts ap- 
pearing on the face of the documents, when he 
repeated that the avowed objects of the war were 
unattainable by it; or, if attainable, too unim- 
portant to justify either its commencement or 
continuance; and that they were now impliedly 
admitted to be so by the Administration itself. 
Would it be said, asked Mr. O., that the unex- 
pected peace in Europe had defeated the hopes 
which the Government had entertained of bring- 
ing the contest to a successful issue? He had 
believed that, to the rashness of plunging the 
country into the war, the authors had added the 
folly of relying for its success, more on a favor- 
able course of events in Europe, than on the 
strength and resources of theirown country. He 
did not wish by this to be understood as enter- 
taining a belief that the war had originated in 
any concert with France, or with a view to pro- 
mote her interests. He knew of no satisfactory 
evidence to support such a belief, though it had 
certainly been entertained by many in this coun- 
try ; and so striking had been the circumstances 
under which the war had been declared, so well- 
timed in point of fact had been the blow aimed at 
England, and which, through her, reached her 
allies, that he had authority for saying that, in 
Europe, the impression was general, however 
unjust, that the war had originated in a coinci- 
dence of views and objects between our Govern- 
ment andthe French Emperor; that we had now 
no friend on that Continent, and that the ear of 
every European Court was closed against us. He 
meant merely to state his own conviction, he said, 
that the authors of the war had rested chiefly on 
the success of France for a favorable issue of the 
contest; that they had done so in some degree 
did not now seem to be denied. It was evident 
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to him, from the consideration that they had be- 
gun the war without preparation, had conducted 
it without vigor, and had determined to give it 
up entirely as soon as they knew that the fate of 
France was decided. He did not mention this 
as an impeachment of the motives of the Admin- 
istration. Deeming the war just and expedient, 
they might have thought that prudence and sound 
policy required them to take the opportunity af- 
forded by the state of things in Europe, to attack 
the enemy to advantage, in the hope of thuscom- 
pelling hith to make concessions which they could 
not expect to obtain by an exertion of their own 
means. How far the friends of the Administra- 
tion might discern in this consideration an ex- 
cuse for the evident rashness of the attempt, he 
could not conjecture. He could say, however, 
that he never expected to see any honest states- 
man, who was at the same time a wise one, com- 
pelled to lay before his country such an apology 
for the failure of the war. 

Mr. O. said, he was aware that it had been 
attempted to avoid the conclusion that our Gov- 
ernment had abandoned the grounds on which 
the war was commenced, by resorting to a train 
of reasoning, in his judgment, entirely deceptive. 
It had been said that, as exemption from the prac- 
tice of impressment was the object of the war, 
and as it had been continued until the practice 
had in fact ceased by the peace in Europe, that 
object had been “essentially obtained for the 
present.” If, indeed, the practice of impressment 
had ceased in consequence of the peace in Eu- 
rope, it had done so because Great Britain had 
chosen to discontinue it for considerations grow- 
ing out of her own convenience, and depending 
entirely on her own will. The war had in no 
degree contributed ta produce that effect. To 
say that the object of the war had been essen- 
tially obtained, because the practice of impress- 
ment had ceased, when it had not ceased in con- 
sequence of the war, appeared to him a course of 
argument entirely unsupported. In no sense, then, 
could the war be considered as having succeeded. 
If peace were made to-morrow, it would have 
produced no state of things advantageous to the 
United States which would not exist without it, 
and the country would be placed in no respect in 
a more eligible situation than it would be, had it 
never been declared. 

It must be evident, he thought, from the obser- 
vations he had offered to the Committee, that 
the Administration stood committed to the coun- 
try in the most serious manner. They had in- 
volved it in war for objects which they had failed 
to obtain, and which they had now lost all noe 
of obtaining; and they were unable to make 
peace, though they were prepared to accept it on 
terms which had once been offered to them. View- 
ing their conduct in this light, considering the 
feeble manner in which they had conducted the 
war in all its stages, how they kad misapplied the 
means, and exhausted the resources of the coun- 
try in fruitless attempts at conquest, which, if 
successful, would be useless; and looking, as he 
did, with serious alarm to the future consequences 
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of their errors, he felt bound to express an opin- 
ion thus publicly, that they were not competent 
to direct the affairs of this nation in the present 
crisis, and that no rational hope could be enter- 
tained that any peace, which the real friends of 
the country could approve, would ever be obtained 
under their auspices. 

With such impressions, and, feeling as he did, 
little confidence that any means which might be 
placed in the hands of the Administration for the 
support of the war and the defence of the coun- 
try, would be employed with any better effect 
than heretofore, he had thought much of the 
course which he ought to adopt when the ques- 
tion of supplies should come before the House. 
The result had been, that he felt it to be his duty 
to vote for supplies, and to assist, as far as he was 
able, in the organization of a system of revenue 
calculated to make these supplies certain and 
adequate. He should therefore give his support 
to such parts of the plan of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as appeared to him to operate 
with tolerable equality on the different sections 
of the Union ; and if he proposed any alterations 
they would not be calculated to diminish the 
amount of revenue, but to vary the sources from 
which it was to be drawn. 

He was aware, he said. that he might be told 
that he had pursued a different course when the 
question of supplies was under consideration at a 
former session of Congress. He certainly had 
done so, and hence he felt it incumbent on him 
to state the reasons which actuated him on both 
occasions. He trusted his friends, with some of 
whom he might differ on this point, would see, 
from the view he had taken in the course of his 
remarks, that any change of conduct which might 
be attributed to him in this respect, had not arisen 
from any change in his opinions of the political 
character of the Administration. 

Mr. O. said, as long as the war was waged on 
the principles on which it had been commenced, 
as long as it was an offensive war, a war to pro- 
tect British seamen on board of American mer- 
chant vessels—and when the Administration had 
refused to accept an offer of peace from the ene- 
my on terms which he thought comported with 
the interests, and did not infringe the honor of 
the nation—it had met his decided disapproba- 
tion. He had thought it not only unnecessary 
and inexpedient, but unjust. To a war com- 
menced on sueh principles, and waged for such 
objects, he could never lend any countenance or 
support. When, therefore, on a former occasion, 
he had been called upon to grant supplies for car- 
rying on the war, he had felt it, in common with 
his friends, to be his duty to vote against them ; 
and if the majority of the House had, at that time, 
adopted a similar course, the Administration 
would have been compelled to have made a 
peace, upon terms which could then have been 
obtained, and which they had since in vain at- 
tempted to obtain. 

But, Mr. O. said, he now considered the war, 
in point of fact, as essentially changed. It was 
now strictly a war of defence—we were attacked 


onevery side. Instead of conquering the enemy’s 
territory, a part of our own was in his hands, 
We were called on to repel invasion on every 
quarter. The enemy, losing sight of his own in- 
terests, and actuated by ambition or a desire of 
revenge, and feeling no doubt a contempt for the 
power and resources of the country, which the 
feeble conduct of the Administration was too well 
calculated to inspire, had made demands which 
rendered peace impossible, unless on terms which 
violated the essential interests and honor of the 
country. The war, therefore, was in fact a new 
war, to be waged on new principles, and for new 
objects. As long as it continued to be waged for 
such objects and upon such ese as long 
as the enemy persisted in his present demands, 
the war must be carried on, the country must be 
defended ; and it was to be hoped, with a prospect 
of success, when the power and resources of the 
nation should be placed in abler hands. 

If any plan could be devised for furnishing and 
applying the supplies for the war, without placing 
them at the disposal of the present Administration, 
Mr. O. said he should seize it with avidity. He 
knew of none, without resorting to principles and 
acts of a revolutionary character, which would 
put at hazard the existence of the National Gov- 
ernment. The men in power were the Constitu- 
tional organs, through which the Government 
must be administered, while they continued to 
hold it. Heshould therefore vote for the supplies. 
He should act on this occasion as he would if the 
granting of them depended on his vote alone. If 
they were withheld, and the Administration 
should refuse,to resign, the Government would 
be dissolved and the country. ruined. Ifthey were 
granted, it was barely possible, that, under their 
management, it could be saved. 

While such were declared to be his views, Mr. 
O. said, as to the war under its present aspect 
and to the supplies neeessary for carrying it on, 
he must be permitted, again and again, to say, 
that he had little hope that it would be conducted 
with success or brought tosafe and honorable issue 
by the men now in power. He should con- 
stantly repeat that the whole responsibility of the 
disastrous state of our affairs rested solely on 
them. They were responsible for having declared 
the war without necessity and for objects unat- 
tainable and unimportant—for having conducted 
it without vigor or foresight—for having ruined 
the finances of the country—and for having com- 
pelled a resort to this extensive and burdensome 
system of taxes as the only means of preventing 
absolute national ruin. They were responsible, 
too, for the new character which the war had as- 
sumed. But for the war, the British Government 
could never have made the demands which had 
now been set up;—the points now in dispute 
between the two countries could never have been 
brought into question. They had, therefore, now 
staked the essential rights and honor of the na- 
tion on the issue of a contest, which in the nature 
of thiogs must be always doubtful. Whatever 
sacrifice, therefore, the country might be ulti- 
mately obliged to make for the sake of peace, 


437 
Oct 


a 


wou 
foll: 





he 





an pe anaW Bilt tn ALN en lal alae 


437 
OcroseER, 1814. o 


oS SS aa—ee—s—nana=o"—’ 
would be justly chargeable to the rashness and 
folly which had igyolved it in the war. 

The only radica®cure, Mr. O. said, for the evils 
under which the country suffered, would be found 
in a change of Administration. That, he feared, 
could not be hoped for except through the process 
pointed out by the Constitution. From the or- 
ganization of the extensive branch of our Gov- 
ernment, the operation of public opinion, especial 
on our foreign relations, was slow. In England, 
the fiftieth part of the disasters and disgrace, 
which attended the progress of the war, would 
have driven the most powerful Ministry from 
their places. In this country the effect was not 
so speedy, but he trusted it would be as certain. 
The people had the remedy in their own hands, 
and he did not doubt they would apply it. He 
should not cease, as far as depended on him, to 
keep before the public eye the real authors of the 
ruin with which we are threatened. If the peo- 
ple wished to put an end to this destructive war, 
if they wished tosee public and private happiness 
restored, they must place other men in power. If 
the country was not to be irretrievably ruined— 
if its flag was not to be struck, as the flag of the 
Administration had been, it must wave over other 
heads than those which had hitherto directed 
this war. 

Mr. Eppes replied to a part of Mr. OaKLeEy’s 
speech, and opposed his motion. 

Mr. Oak.ey explained. 

Mr. Wrieat, of Maryland, opposed the mo- 
tion, and replied to Mr. Oak ey. 

Mr. Oak.ey’s motion to amend Mr. Epres’s 
amendment, was negatived by a considerable ma- 
jority. 

Mr. Epres’s motion was then agreed to by as 
large a majority. 

The second resolution next came under consid- 
eration, which proposes to add to the duty on 
the capacity of the still a duty of twelve anda 
half cents per gallon on the quantity of spirits 
distilled. 

Mr. Eppes moved to amend it, so as to make 
the new duty fifteen cents, instead of twelve and 
a half, per gallon. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to make the 
additional duty twenty-five cents. 

This motion was advocated by Mr. Wricut, 


of Maryland, and opposed at considerable length 
by Mr. McKee, 

Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, with a view 
to affording further time for reflection on the 
amended report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, moved that the Committee should rise. 

Previous to rising— 

Mr Eppes laid upon the table resolutions em- 
bracing the further amendments which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means proposed to make to 
their report, viz: a combination of a tax on pa- 




























per, and an increase on the carriage tax, to pro- 
duce double the present amount of the carriage 


tax; a classification of the licenses to retailers, 
and an increased duty thereon; and the estab- 
lishment of a National Bank. 

And then the Committee rose.—Adjourned. 
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Saturpay, October 22. 
Another member, to wit: from Ohio, James 


KiLBourn, appeared, and took his seat. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 


Means, reported a bill authorizing a loan for a 
sum not exceeding —— dollars; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Tuesday next. 


Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Military 


Committee, to whom was referred the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the resolutions in honor 
of Generals Brown, Scott, Gaines, Macomb, Rip- 
ley, Miller, and Porter, recommended a disagree- 
ment to the same; which report was concurred in. 


The bill from the Senate, further extending 


the time for locating Virginia Military Land 
Warrants, and for returning the surveys to the 
General Land Office, was twice read, and com- 
mitted. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
The House again resolved itself into a Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


The resolution for increasing the tax on spirits 


distilled being still under consideration, and Mr. 
Fisk’s motion to insert twenty-five cents per 
gallon (in addition to the present tax on the ca- 
pacity of the still) being the question immedi- 
ately before the Committee— 


Mr. Bayty said, there was a difficulty in vot- 


ing for the proposition before the Committee, 
until they had decided the principle by which the 
tax should be raised—whether entirely upon the 
capacity of the still, as the law now is, or upon 
the product of the still, or upon both, as the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had recommended. 
I consider, said Mr. B., as I always have, this ar- 
ticle as a necessary and proper subject of taxation ; 
but, as to the best manner of laying and collect- 
ing the tax, to make it productive to the Treas- 
ury and agreeable to the people, I differ from the 
honorable Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
taxation could be formed that would please all 


It is not probable that any system of 


parts of the United States; and in discussing a 
tax which will be paid by some States, or parts of 
States, more than other States, we ought to re- 
member that there are other articles in this report 
proposed to be taxed, which will balance and 
equalize the burden, so that, taking the whole sys- 
tem, there will be no cause of complaint by any 
other State, of paying more into the Treasury 
than their proportion. It is admitted by all that 
the tax will be paid almost entirely by the con- 
sumer, and that, whenever a high duty was laid 
upon any article, the price would therefore be 
raised in the market. It would seem, that, as the 
Army and Navy of the United States consume 
much of domestic spirits, they would in fact raise 
the price in the market, and thereby enable the 
distiller to advance the tax, which would eventu- 
ally be paid by the United States. But, this tax 


may be so heavy as to put down same of the dis- 
tilleries, (especially the small ones,) and the rev- 
enue from this article thereby fail; and Congress 
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ought to be cautious that they do not tax the 
article so as to destroy the contemplated revenue 
which they expect to derive from it. But, I can- 
not agree to this double mode of taxing the capa- 
city of the still and the product. I am opposed 
to the present tax upon the capacity of the still; 
it is unequal and inconvenient. The Secretary 
of the Treuary states the tax, now established 
by law, equal to a duty of five cents a gallon on 
the spirits distilled. With some distilleries, this 
may be the case; and distilleries on a large scale, 
and in great perfection, perhaps, it will not amount 
to more than two and a half cents on the gallon 
distilled. Ia small distilleries, such as are used 
by farmers, it will amount to not less than ten 
cents, and often fifteen. It was inconvenient, 
because the farmer was compelled to be at much 
trouble in obtaining the license, which he could 
not obtain for a shorter time than two weeks, 
although he might not have a use for his still half 
thattime. The only reason the honorable Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means gave 
for continuing the present tax, was, that it would 
be a guide by which the collector might detect 
fraud, when committed by the distiller. But, the 
collector must know the industry and skill of the 
distillers, (which would be difficult,) or his knowl- 
edge of the size of the still would be useless. The 
collector might often raise groundless suspicions 
of fraud in the revenue, which would inflame and 
irritate the public mind against the tax. without 
obtaining one cent into the Treasury, which it is 
the duty of Congress to avoid. Mr. B. believed 
that fraud would very seldom be practised, and 
would not materially affect the revenue. The 
duties on all imported spirits are and have been 
— light; yet, the American merchant held as 
exalted a character for honesty as the merchant 
of any country ; and surely the farmer might with 
equal safety be trusted. Mr. B. wished the direct 
and excise taxes would be left as the last subject 
of taxation reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means; that, after ascertaining what might 
be raised from other objects, we might return to 
them, and make up the deficiency from them. 
The taxes upon cotton manufactures, furniture, 
leather, hats, shoes, watches, &c., are very objec- 
tionable. They will disturb the public mind, now 
more than sufficiently excited, and thereby weak- 
en the Government more than the taxes which 
they will produce will strengthen the Treasury. 
The excise and direct taxes, upon equal and fair 
principles, were always favorite taxes with him, 
and the best internal taxes under a popular Gov- 
ernment; they were certain, easy of collection; 
and the people, knowing that they had to pay for 
the — of their Government, would examine 
into all extravagant expenditures. But, when the 
money is drawn from the people by indirect 
means, they give themselves little or no trouble 
to inquire how it is expended. If the Treasury 
had been supported partly by a direct tax, it is not 
probable that the people had suffered their com- 
merce to be destroyed by your non-intercourse 
restrictions and embargoes, and thereby lose the 
revenue from our foreign trade, which must have 
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been supplied in on by taxes on land, their Trea- 
sury never would have been emgptied by schemes 
and experiments, nor would @his war have ex. 
isted. Mr. B. observed, that no man was more 
averse to this war than he was, and it was wel| 
known that he was opposed to the Administra. 
tion; but, opposed as he was to the war and Ad. 
ministration, such was the danger in which the 
country was placed, and the character of conquest 
which this war had assumed on the part of the 
enemy, that he would not withhold the resources 
of the country from the Administration, but would 
give every aid in his power to bring it to a glori- 
ous conclusion. And he was willing that the Ad- 
ministration should possess all the honors gained 
by such a peace. He did not agree with most of 
his friends with whom he acted, that the cam- 
paign now drawing to a close was inglorious to 
our arms. It is true, that, at the commencement 
of the war, the Navy far outshone the Army ; and 
the reason is obvious; our small and gallant 
Navy was manned by sailors who had been long 
accustomed to danger, and, as soon as they were 
on board the ship, they were ready for action. 
Not so with the Army. Time was required to 
form the recruit intoa useful soldier. Our armies 
are now formed, and are equal in discipline and 
courage to ourenemy,as thiscampaign has proved. 
He would, therefore, impose taxes upon such arti- 
cles as would be paid by the community without 
complaint, and draw a safe and productive reve- 
nue into the Treasury; and he was persuaded 
they would be cheerfully paid, when the people 
were satisfied that they were necessary to their 
safety. But, the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. McKez,) and his honorable colleague, 
(Mr. Eppes,) are opposed to a great increase of 
the excise and direct tax, because they bear harder 
upon Kentucky and Virginia than some other 
States now advocating these taxes. Before this 
war, the Eastern States paid more than a propor- 
tion of taxes to the General Government, by the 
aid of their extensive commerce, which is now 
gone. Their ships and fisheries are destroyed, 
and it may be recollected that this war is the 
cause, which Kentucky and Virginia had a great 
agency in producing. If, then, by raising the 
money to carry on this war, it should be found 
that these States paid a fraction more than other 
States, they ought to pay it with cheerfulness. 
Mr. B. observed, he could not agree with many 
of his friends in desiring the President to take 
into his Administration Federal men. He believed 
it would be difficult to prevail upon Federal gen- 
tlemen of high and commanding talents to take 
any of the departments of the Diverement, and 
he should think it a misfortune to the Federal 
cause if such an arrangement should take place. 
For, the affairs of the country could not prosper 
with a divided Administration; and it is impos- 
sible, in a Government constituted as that of the 
United States, that any Administration could 
conduct prosperously the affairs of the country, 
at the present dangerous and perplexing crisis, 
without the confidence and support of the people. 
I must therefore give to the Administration now 
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in power all the resources of the country; and I 
will not, in my Legislative capacity, withhold all 
support from them, and thereby endanger the 
existence of the Constitution. But, sir, at elec- 
tions I shall, as I always have, use every fair and 
honorable exertion to displace them ; and, when 
a complete change is made in the public senti- 
ment, then, and not till then, do 1 wish to seea 
Federal Administration. 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, moved to 
amend the resolution by striking out the whole 
of it and inserting, in place of it, “that it is ex- 

ient to lay a duty of —— cents, on every gal- 
S of spirits distilled from domestic material in 
lieu of the duty now imposed.” The object of 
this motion was to lay the tax altogether on the 
quantity distilled. 

Mr. McKeg, of Kentucky, spoke at some length 
to prove that so high a tax as was proposed on 
distillation would be perfectly illusory, as it would 
amount to a prohibition of the manufacture of 
the article in many parts of the country; and, if 
it were not illusory, the tax would be so unequal 
in its operation as to be extremely unjust, par- 
ticularly to the State which he represented. 

Mr. Sevsy spoke in explanation and reply to 
Mr. McKee. In the course of his observations, 
he said that he conceived an equalized direct tax, 
and a tax on spirituous liquors, as the best taxes, 
if not the only ones that ought to be imposed 
under popular government. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, was in favor of 
an amendment fixing the tax wholly either on 
the product or on the capacity of the still, instead 
of retaining the tax on both as proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Although he 
knew the whiskey tax was considered as bearing 
with particular severity on Kentucky, he knew 
too, from the feelings of the people of that State, 
that they would pay any tax Congress should lay 
on the article—though he hoped it would not, 
therefore, be taxed higher than it would bear. 

Mr. Wricat, of Maryland, was of opinion that 
Maryland paid as high a tax as any State in pro- 
portion to its capital; but he was desirous to 
carry into effect the project of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in every particular, and, therefore, 
although the tax would bear hard on his State, 
he should vote to tax the distillation of liquor 
ae cents per gallon on the product of the 
still. 

Mr. Incuam, of Pennsylvania, entered into an 
—— to show that it would be highly im- 
politic to abandon the tax on the capacity of the 
still, and was, therefore, opposed to the present 
amendment. 

Mr. Cyrus Kine, of Massachusetts, spoke as 
follows: 

Mr. Chairman, I feel that I owe to the Commit- 
tee an apology for rising thus early in the debate, 
before gentlemen of greater experience and of 
longer standing on this floor have had an opportu- 
ity of expressing their sentiments. This course, 
however, [am compelled to pursue in consequence 
of what fell from the honorable gentleman from 
New York yesterday in debate upon this subject. 
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Had I been satisfied with the practical conclusion 
to which that honorable gentleman brought him- 
self, I should have remained silent, and with him 
have united with the majority in voting for ad- 
ditional taxes. But this, after the most mature 
consideration, I cannot do. Noone laments more 
sincerely than I do, the distressing state to which 
our country is reduced by corrupt men and ruin- 
ous measures. No one will go further in a cor- 
rect and honorable course to relieve her from our 
present embarrassments. No one can more ar- 
dently desire the return of the blessings of peace 
on fair and honorable conditions—so necessary 
for the Government, so indispensable for the peo- 

le. But Ido not think that the road pointed out 

y that gentleman, will lead directly to that de- 
sirable end. 

If the war, as he admits, and as every reflect- 
ing man must admit, was inexpedijent in its ori- 
gin, and is ruinous in its prosecution, I have seen 
nothing to change its character. As well might 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots. If the Administration who declared this 
war were weak, corrupt, and wicked, as the gen- 
tleman will concede, have they, too, changed 
their natures? and if not, can honest men possibly 
unite with them? If, as the honorable gentle- 
man correctly observes, the extreme depth of the 
folly of these men in declaring and conducting 
this war was such that even his intelligence could 
not fathom it—if, as he says, they have abused 
the confidence reposed in them, and lavished the 
blood and treasure of the nation in foolish and 
wicked contests, can we. in honor, unite with such 
monsters? Can we justify ourselves to our con- 
stituents, our consciences, or our God, in assist- 
ing to put into the power of such men the lives 
and the remains of the fortunes of our fellow- 
citizens? I believe in God we cannot. 

But the honorable gentleman attempts to jus- 
tify his course by saying that the nature of the 
war has wholly changed from offensive to defen- 
sive. Is this indeed the case? Where is the 
only efficient army which the Administration 
has? Is it not invading Canada? Is it not ear- 
rying fire and sword into the heart of that coun- 
try? And shall we be seriously told that this, on 
the part of the Administration, is a defensive 
war , It is true, sir, as far as respects the people 
of this country and the State Governments, that 
it is a defensive war. It is true, sir, that the yeo- 
manry of the country, the owners of the soil, are 
obliged to defend that, and their wives, and their 
children, and their firesides, against the attacks of 
the enemy, along the whole of your seacoast ; 
while your Administration, who are bound by the 
Constitution to defend us, are dreaming of the 
conquest of Canada, and are sending their sol- 
diers in that direction, to places where we have 
littke property and few inhabitants to protect. but 
leaving exposed to the incursions of the enemy 
the whole Atlantic frontier. Like the dog in 
the fable, they catch at the shadow, and lose the 
substance. 

The honorable gentleman has hinted, for he 
did not hazard the assertion, that some people in 
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this country, and many in Europe, believe this 
war of French origin. I have no hints to give on 
this, or any other subject, but assert, as I believe, 
and I believe it as I do my existence, that this is 
a French war, and I have no doubt thata ma- 
jority of this nation, and all Europe, think the 
same, and act upon that belief. I very well know, 
sir, that this Government has lately plead “not 
guilty” to this charge, on the ground, no doubt, 
that direct evidence of their guilt cannot be pro- 
duced. So, sir, in our courts of justice, we every 
day hear the most notorious offenders plead the 
general issue of “not guilty,” and even be ac- 
quitted by their country because there was not 
sufficient evidencé of their guilt, though every 
honest man in the nation believes them guilty. 
But let us hear what those gentlemen, the Ad- 
ministration, say in their defence. ‘No reliance 
was placed og the good offices of France, in bring- 
ing the war with Great Britain to a satisfactory 
conclusion.” But they dare not say they did not 
rely on the “ good offices” or power of the French 
tyrant when they declared that war. But, they 
proceed: “ He (the President) nevertheless knew 
* that France held a place in the political system 
‘of Europe and of the world, which, as a check 
‘on England, would not fail to be useful to us.” 
No doubt he knew it while France “ held” under 
her tyrant, not holds, under her legitimate Sov- 
ereign, a place among nations; and all Europe 
knew it, felt it, and trembled, while our Admin- 
istration were courting his “ good offices.” Like 
the contemptible jackal to the lion, while the im- 
perial beast of France was greedily pursuing his 
prey, our dastardly Administration expected to ex- 
tort their dirty portion from its fears. I was in- 
duced to advert to this French origin of the war, 
for the purpose of distinctly stating to the Ameri- 
can people that the allies in Europe, the great 
and good Alexander the Deliverer among the 
rest, all so consider it. Nay, more sir, they be- 
lieve your Administration only a branch of the 
power of the late imperial, now fallen tyrant, 
which power they are determined to destroy, root 
and branch. Let not the people, then, of this coun- 
try, delude themselves with the hope of peace 
while the present men wield the destinies of this 
nation. Foreign nations, sir, have no confidence 
in the amicable nn ee of your Administra- 
tion; they have forfeited all respect, and no hon- 
orable peace will ever be made with them. Not, 
sir, that any foreign nation would pretend to dic- 
tate to us, or in the smallest degree interfere with 
our internal regulations. To this I would not 
submit from any nation. But the people ought 
to know that England will not make peace with 
a set of men whom she thinks corrupt and wick- 
ed. Can we then, sir, ought we to unite with 
such men in the prosecution of this French war? 
Besides, sir,do we not condemn the friends of 
this Administration for supporting such weak 
and corrupt rulers, and shall we not condemn 
ourselves if we unite with them in that support ? 
Honest men will decide. 

For these, among other reasons, I cannot unite 
in support of the present Administration. [ shall 


———— 


now proceed to state some of the reasons which 
compel me to vote against the whole system, or 
rather scheme of finance reported by the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means, whereby they calcu. 
late to raise from the people of this country, di- 
rectly or indirectly, by new or increased taxes, 
$11,635,000, in addition to the sum of $10,800,000, 
raised in the same manner, or to be raised the pres- 
ent year; making a grand total for the people to 
pay in taxes, for 1815, $22,435,000 to the national 
Government, which does not, and cannot protect 
them. Before I proceed to the reasons above 
alluded to, permit me to hold up to the view of 
the American people two pictures, one of the 
expenses of a year in peace, the other of a year 
of war. The expense of our Peace Establish. 
ment before the war, was (as the late Secretary 
of the Treasury, Mr. Campbell, informs us, in 
his able and faithful annual report made to the 
House of Representatives on the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1814,) - O90 - = $7,000,000 
Interest on the debt existing prior to 
the war - - - - - - 1,900,000 
Making a total of - - - - $8,900,000 
He further informs us, that the sums authorized 
by Congress to be expended during the year 1814, 
and for which appropriations have been made, are 
as follows: 
Amounting, in the whole, to $47,270,172. This 
sum the Government expected to provide thus: 





From the customs - orgie - $6,500,000 
Sales of public lands WB fan te 600,000 
Direct tax and internal duties - : 3,800.00 
Postage and incidental receipts ~ 50,000 
Loans and Treasury notes - - 33,592,665 
Balance said to be in the Treasury - 2,727,507 

Making a total of = - - - $47,270,172 








Of the sum the Government expected to raise 
by loans, after begging, hiring, and submitting to 
the grossest usury, they are still deficient more 
than thirteen millions and a half of dollars, ac- 
cording to the first and dashing report from the 
new Secretary Dallas, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. This statement shows a balance in 
favor of peace of $38,370,172, of course the 
amount which one year of war costs the people. 

I will now, sir, by your indulgence and that of 
the Committee, state some of the reasons which 
compel me to vote against the war taxes. Of 
these reasons, sir, some will be local and others 
general. While our attention is directed to the 
interest of the whole, we ought not to neglect 
that of any part. 

First.—I shall vote against this report as a cili- 
zen of New England, because that section of the 
country was not represented in the committee 
which made it, although its inhabitants, if the 
taxes are imposed, will be called upon to pay @ 
large proportion of them. How this happened, 
whether by design or accident, [ know not; but 
such is the fact, that no member from New Eng- 
land was put upon that important committee. 
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But the Middle, Southern, and Western States, 
engrossed the whole. I would not be understood 
to implicate the honorable Speaker of this House, 
who appoints our committees, and who discharges 
the duties of his office with distinguished ability. 
It may have been accident, or he may only have 
followed the example of some bad predecessor. 
Nor, sir, would I suggest that the committee is 
not composed of gentlemen of ability and integ- 
rity. But, sir, they cannot understand the inter- 
est of that part of our country so well as a mem- 
ber therefrom. They cannot have the feelings, 
the interest, or the views of citizens of New Eng- 
land. New England appears to be proscribed ; 
put under the ban of empire. These things cre- 
ate suspicions of designs against her rights and 
liberties. I cannot sanction this procedure by 
my vote. 

Second.—This Administration have, by their 
weak and wicked measures, so impoverished our 
citizens, that they have not the ability to pay 
these oppressive taxes. Shall we lay upon them 
additional burdens, when they are now almost 
pressed to the dust by those which you have 
already heaped upon them? Let us hear what 
Mr. Secretary Dallas says upon this subject: 

“The wealth of the nation, in the value and pro- 
ducts of its soil, in all the acquisitions of personal 
property, and in all the varieties of industry, remains 
almost untouched by the hand of Government.” 

Is this indeed true? Let me ask the farmer in 
the middle States the value of his wheat and his 
flour now spoiling on his hands; the merchant 
in the East the value of his lumber and his fish 
without purchasers; his acquisition of property, 
deprived by the acts of the Government of the 
accustomed means of enterprise; the ship owner, 
the rich return of his vessels, now only food for 
worms; the sailor and mechanic, the value of 
their industry in all its varieties. These will all 
exclaim, that they have been sorely touched by 
the hand of this Government. That *the little 
finger of this oppressive Administration is thicker 
than the loins” of the Father of his Country. 
That this Administration has afflicted them as 
the great enemy of mankind was permitted to 
afflict the perfect and upright man, by touching 
all they possess, and they are almost ready to 
“curse them to their faces.” But what does the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
say on this subject? 

“In Europe, the price of agricultural products is not 
materially affected by a state of war: the produce of 
the earth is there consumed within the country in 
peace and in war. The situation of the United States 
is entirely different; with an extensive and fertile 
country, and a small population compared to the ex- 
tent of our territory, we have annually a large surplus 
to export to foreign markets, over and above what is 
necessary for consumption. On the export of this 
surplus, which is cut off by the war, depends in a 
great degree the ability of the farmer to meet taxes.” 

By this it appears that the wealth of the na- 
tion, composed by the wealth of every individual 
in that nation, subject to taxation, does but re- 
main almost untouched by the hand of Govern- 


ment. And, sir, I consider this war, for every 
purpose of misery and distress, as having existed 
for nearly eight years—since the embargo, by 
Mr. Jefferson, in 1807. A constant hostility has, 
since that period, been maintained by the Gov- 
ernment against the industry, property, and enter- 
prise of our citizens, by their restrictive and op- 
pressive acts, whereby thousands of our citizens 
are reduced to beggary; to a situation that scarce 
any change can be for the worse. 

In New England, too, sir, we are obliged to 
pay our State tax, county tax, town tax, and par- 
ish tax—(the latter, some gentlemen on this floor 
may not understand.) Consider, too, sir, that our 
citizens are deprived of the usual means of ob- 
taining supplies for these objects, and for the 
maintenance of their families. Lumber, the fish- 
eries, and commerce, were our chief dependence. 
Our lumber, which before the war found a ready 
market at ten and fifteen dollars the thousand, is 
now merely nominal, at four or five. The bank 
fisheries are destroyed; and it now seems, from 
the terms of the enemy, that we are in a fair way 
to lose the best portion of our coast fishery. Our 
vessels are now confined to our ports. It must 
be known likewise that the inhabitants of the 
seaport towns in Maine were accustomed to re- 
ceive two-thirds of the provisions required for 
their support, in articles of the first necessity, 
coastwise. And in proportion as their means of 
purchasing provisions have decreased, the price 
of provisions has increased. Flour, which was 
formerly bought for six or eight dollars, has, for 
some time past, been fifteen and sixteen dollars 
the barrel. Indian corn, which scld for seventy- 
five cents the bushel before the war, was, the last 
Summer, one dollar and a half and two dollars 
the bushel, and so of many other articles of prime 
necessity. The consequence of this has been 
such as was probably expected and wished by the 
Government. Many of our respectable citizens, 
sailors, and mechanics, have, for subsistence, been 
forced into the ranks of your Army, and marched 
into Canada. Yes, sir, I have to regret, nay, to 
lament, the fate of many valuable citizens, some 
personal friends, who have thus fallen victims to 
the diseases of that climate, or the sword of the 
enemy—far distant from their homes, with no 
friendly hand to relieve their sufferings or soothe 
their distress; in death they cast a fond recollec- 
tion back upon their country and the dear objects 
of their affection, then closed their eyes in de- 
spair. With the hope of giving some relief, I 
have since entered the dwellings of their fami- 
lies, once the abodes of prosperity and happiness, 
now of wretchedness and woe. I have beheld 
their disconsolate widows and helpless parents in 
misery and want, and their children crying for 
bread. Do then, Oh God, now their only sup- 
porter, according to the petition in thy prayer, 
give them each day their daily bread. 

But when the poor have thus cried, Madison 
has not wept; “ambition is made of sterner stuff” 
than this. ' 

Third reason.—As a citizen of New England 
I am opposed to laying this additional burden 
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upon my fellow-citizens, because no part of the 
money, thus to be raised, will be applied to the 
payment of the expense incurred by those States 
in calling out and subsisting their militia, for the 
defence of their soil and families. This informa- 
tion we have from the Secretary of War himself, 
in his answer to the letter of His Excellency, 
Governor Strong, vs that subject. That no 
ee of the expense thus incurred would be reim- 

ursed, unless our troops were placed under the 
orders of the commanders of their military dis- 
tricts. This isa species of command we know 
nothing of. Military districts!—by what right, 
what authority, what usurpation established 7— 
they are unknown to our laws, unknown to our 
Constitution, and abhorrent to our feelings. For 
what purpose is our country gerrymandered into 
military districts? Can you inform me, sir? I 
did indeed once hear on this floor the purpose 
avowed for which they were established, and the 
use to which they were destined. I did hear an 
honorable gentleman in debate, and I heard him 
with horror and detestation, alluding to some 
rumors of dissatisfaction in the East, thank his 
God, that there was withio each military district 
of this country a physical force sufficient to put 
down the first movements of popular discontent. 
What, sir, are we under a military despotism ? 
Must we be butchered if we dare complain of our 
wrongs. Is this the Republican form of Govern- 
ment guarantied to us by the Constitution? Is 
this the freedom for which our ancestors fought 
and bled? If so, then Warren and the succeeding 
martyrs of the Revolution died in vain. No, sir, 
New England will not submit to it. No military 
despot shall ever reign there. I, too, thank my 
God that there is within each State in New Eng- 
land the brave yeomanry of the country, hearts 
of oak, ready and determined to beat down tyran- 
ny and oppression under their feet. 

But who are the officers under whose command 
your President wishes to place our hardy soldiers? 
In Massachusetts he is an officer whom your 
President himself has recalled from a command 
in Canada with every mark of disgrace. In New 
Hampshire is an officer, who, when in command 
in Canada, suffered himself to be taken by a 
handful of the enemy; and of so little conse- 
quence was he, in the view of your Government, 
that they let him rust in Canada, unexchanged, 
until he almost became a subject of his Britannic 
Majesty. His pay and rations, however, went 
on, which was some consolation. Sir, our mili- 
tia officers would think themselves disgraced, and 
throw up their commissions, if they were ordered 
under such commanders. But, sir, the principle 
on which this military gerrymander is formed is 
what I most deprecate. If your President can 
thus divide the States into military sections, and 
place over each a general officer, what prevents 
bis appointment of all the subordinate officers in 
the same districts, ready to take from our militia 
officers their commands as soon as they take the 
field—thus violating, in the very letter, that part 
of the Constitution which reserves “to the States 
respectively the appointment of the officers of 


the militia”? There is nothing that will prevent 
his doing this, seeing he has the disposition, but 
the determined resistance of the people, who are 
accustomed “to anticipate the evil, and judge of 
the pressure of the grievance by the badness of 
the principle. “They augur misgovernment at a 
distance, and snuff up the upproach of tyranny 
in every tainted breeze.” If then, sir, you will 
not defend New England, New England wil! 
defend herself, and will keep her resources for her 
own occasions. “Millions for our defence, but 
not a cent for tribute.” 

Fourth reason.—I cannot unite in supporting 
this Administration, with Mr. Madison at their 
head, because he has always shown a settled and 
determined spirit of hostility against the enter- 
prise, the commerce, the rights, and above all, the 
patriotsof New England. In confirmation of this, 
with mingled sensations of pride and disdain, | 
descend to notice the mean, dastardly connexion 
between this Government and one John Henry; 
where your President gave to that scoundrel and 
traitor, fifty thousand dollars of the people’s money, 
to purchase up, as he fondly hoped, calumny and 
detraction against the first patriots in New Eng- 
land ; that he was disappointed in his malicious 
and revengeful hopes and designs was not his 
fault. The traitor received his fifty thousand dol- 
lars from the hand of your President, who sent 
him, in one of our public ships, out of the reach 
of justice, even to the imperial Bonaparte. Sir, 
this impotent attempt by your President, to sully 
the character of New England, will never be for- 
gotten. It will be forgiven, for our holy religion 
commands us to forgive our greatest enemies, 
persecutors, and slanderers. Thank God, New 
England is covered with the heavenly panoply 
of integrity and patriotism ; the arrows eae 
olence fall harmless at her feet. 

But this Government has, since 1806, constantly 
manifested a deadly hostility against the com- 
merce and rights of New England ; by their em- 
bargoes, non-intercourse, and non-importations ; 
some of the provisions of which were infinitely 
more unjust and oppressive than the writs of 
assistance, so justly complained of, at the com- 
mencementof the Revolution. These writs gave 
to the custom-house officers and their deputies 
power to enter any private houses, &c., “ that 
they would say they suspected.” Now, sir, some 
of the provisions of your laws authorized them to 
do this, without saying anything—without writ, 
or right. I have before asserted on this floor, and 
now, after the most deliberate consideration, I re- 
peat, that this Administration have brought upon 
this nation many of the evils which produced the 
Revolution; that they are in fact, acting over the 
tyranny of Britain, against New England, with 
increased aggravation. What, let me ask, was 2 
Boston port bil! compared with a general em- 
bargo? what a duty on a few unimportant arti- 
cles, compared with the taxes and oppressions 
which this Administration have brought upon 
this people? As much as I detest and abhor the 
tyranny and oppression of a Grafton, a North, or 
a Bute, and their hireling associates in different 
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Ministries in England, against this country, I | they affected to call the tyranny and oppression 
would not do them the injustice to compare them of ashington and Adams, in excise laws and 
with a set of men and measures which would | internal taxes. If honorable gentlemen acted on 
disgrace them. Ifa simple King of England, by | principle io their opposition then they were, and 
his corrupt servants, chastised New England with | have continued, unprincipled. If it be retorted 
whips, this Administration have chastised her | that we ought to support these laws, we answer 
with scorpions. A repetition of the same griev- | that we do not deem them necessary, that our 
ances will remind us of the remedy. I very well | support is not necessary to their passage. Sir, 
know the apology that is offered by gentlemen | allegiance and protection are reciprocal—the peo- 
on this occasion—that our situation is changed— | ple of the United States ordained the Constitu- 
that New England is represented on this floor, but | tion, among other important provisions, “to pro- 
was notin Parliament. Isshe indeed represented |‘ vide for the common defence, promote the 
here? Whatinfluence has New England in this | ‘ general welfare, and secure the blessings of lib- 
Congress, more than she had in the Parliament | ‘ erty to ourselves and our posterity.” This de- 
of England? She has members here tostate her | fence, this welfare, aud these blessings, it was the 
grievances, and demand redress. She had friends | duty of this Administration to provide for the 
there,able and distinguished,todothe same. Has] people. How they have done it, our defenceless 
the interest of New England been at all consulted | country will show. Nay, sir, we have ocular 
for these eight years past? Have her grievances | demonstration, within sight of this Hall; nay, 
been redressed ? Let ~*~ impoverished, ruined cit- | more, this Hall itself is demonstration, driven as 
izens, answer the question. We complain of griev-| we have been by the enemy and the neglect of 
ances, and we are told that we are represented | the Government from our splendid Capitol to the 
here. We complain of the oppression of Admin- | places of mere patent machines. And that we 
istration, and are told that they are the choice of | have the honor of occupying the places of patent 
the people. The people do not choose rulers to | machines, we owe to the charity of the enemy, 
oppress andtyraonize. The moment they thus act, | begged by Dr. Thornton of the Patent Office, 
they forfeit their character of rulers, and ought to} that he might have where to bestow these mod- 
be deposed. What, sir, shall we be told that aj els of the arts and of taste. Yes, sir, every part 
hereditary Sovereign in Europe, may, for his | of yourcity exhibits vestiges of the enemy, and of 
crimes, be deposed and brought to the block—| the criminal neglect of your Government. Yes, 
while a petty tyrant of four years standing, | sir, the proud banner of that enemy has waved 
‘‘ strong enough tosuppress, but unable to protect,” | over the Capitol, and all your public edifices are 
shall, in this free country, live out his political | in ruins. Add to this—your Government with 
life. No, sir, the same crime which would bring | the President at their head, pale with fear, flying 
one man to the block, ought to bring the other to | before afew thousand British troops. The patriot 
the halter. turns from this scene with horror and disgust. Is 
What influence, I repeat, has New England in| this the man whom the people have chosen to go 
the Administration, or in Congress, when the | in and out before them and lead their armies to 
whole of the Administration, and a majority of; battle and to conquest? Is this the kind of pro- 
both Houses of Congress, live south and west of} tection which he affords to this bleeding country ? 
the Delaware? Will you appeal to their measures | From such protection and such protectors O Lord 
asan evidence? In them we see nothing but ruin ) deliver my country ! 
and oppression. Will honorable gentlemen come| It may be demanded of me, if I am willing to 
nearer home, and examine the Journals of this} abandon our Navy and Army, without pay, with- 
House ; here we see a rank majority ranged against | out reward ; far, very far from it. My sentiments 
New England. Look at your committees, even | on this subject cannot be unknown or mistaken. 
the least important ; do you find a majority of | The steady bravery and perfect discipline of our 
New Engand interest, or of Federal Republicans | gallant seamen, evinced by their repeated and 
(to speak plain) in either. No, sir, New England | splendid victories; the heroism lately displayed 
influence is carefully excluded the walls of this | by some of our Generals, their officers and troops, 
House, and was excluded from the palace (before | in many sanguiaary and successful battles, flash 
Mr. Madison permitted the enemy to burn it) lest | likelightning upon the surrounding darkness, ren- 
the pure slave spirit should be contaminated. ; dering it more palpable. 
Yes, sir, I consider this Administration as alien | New England will not give up the ship, nor the 
tous. So much so, that New England would be | seamen either! She is prepared to swim or sink, 
justified in declaring them, like all foreign nations, | conquer or die, with them. But, sir, this Admin- 
“enemies in war, in peace friends.” The States | istration have not the ability to reward them; 
of New England, sir, can never be satellites in any | they have lost the confidence of the people, aod 
system. But, like primary planets, they will re- | cannot command the resources of the nation. It 
volve round the sun of Federalism, until the Al-| will devolve on the first, fast friends of the Navy 
mighty hand which created, shall dash them from | to reward our brave tars, when the “ troubled 
their orbits forever. night” of this Administration departs, “ and the 
To show the wonderful consistency of the men | star of peace returns.” 
now in power, they have not only acted over the} In relation to the subject more immediately be- 
tyranny of England against this country, but they | fore the Committee, as to the increase of taxes, 
are now actually acting over what in times past | for the reasons which I have given, and as to the 
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scheme of a National Bank, reported by Mr. Da.- 
Las, for reasons which I may assign when that 
subject may be taken up—I shall vote against the 
whole. In relation to the detail of this business, 
as it respects a proper selection of articles or of 
equalizing them through the States, I shall en- 
deavour correctly to do my duty. 

Before I conclude, sir, there is one subject upon 
which I wish correctly to be understood, and upon 
which some of the gentlemen on this side of the 
House have been misrepresented. I allude to the 
motives and views of gentlemen in and out of 
this House, opposed to the Administration of Mr. 
Madison. Could I fora moment believe that a 
base and corrupt desire of office, or emolument, 
or power, influenced them, that moment would | 
abandon them, and esteem them as base as those 
they oppose. Could I believe, that any other de- 
sire actuated them, than to relieve the people 
from distress, and our country from ruin—I should 
consider them unworthy the name of patriots— 
unworthy the name of Americans—unworthy the 
air and light of Heaven. Let honorable gentle- 
men consult their own breasts upon this subject, 
they will find the charge of corrupt motives im- 
possible. Do they find the taste of power so sweet, 
the couch of ambition so soft, that they are to be 
courted for enjoyment, and not for the elevated 
object of rendering happy a whole people? If 
they have discharged their duty to their country 
and to their God, they will have no difficulty in 
answering the question. 

But union it seems is now the watch word. 
Does the Administration desire it? Do the ma- 
jority in this House desire it? Had either made 
the least advance or concession for it? Though 
urged by thenation, has Mr. Madison called round 
him the wise and the good without distinction of 
party? LethisCabinetanswer. One important 
office vacant, and a continual fluctuation and suc- 
cession of officers, at a time when he ought to 
have the constant and best advice of the wisest 
men of the nation. Another office sold in fee to 
a foreigner by birth, or held by him for another 
naturalized citizen, now abroad on an important 
mission, and who qualified himself in the school 
of insurrection for his distinction. Is our Trea- 
sury always to bea prey to foreigners and traitors, 
Henry and others? The American people will 
correct this precedure, or not complain of an 
empty Treasury. But what advances have the 
majority in this House made towards a coalition ? 
Do they not, upon every important subject of de- 
bate, unsheath the sword of contention, and cast 
away its scabbard? And how were even the ad- 
vances of the honorable gentleman from New 
York, received yesterday ? With coldness—no, 
sir, they were rejected with contempt. Conscious 
of their strength, they do not want our assistance ; 
they fear that some on this side of the House 
may stand between them and office. They do 
not want our assistance to pass their laws, and 
God forbid they should have it, for on some of 
these laws are impressed the image and super- 
scription of oppression—I will not, by my vote, 
give currency to such base coin. 
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If, sir, this Administration will abandon the 
evil course and evil advice which they have pur- 
sued so long, will return to a sense of duty to them. 
selves, and justice to their country—if Mr. Mad. 
ison will cease to hearken to evil counsellors, and 
will give up his inefficient and corrupt agents 
will form a Cabinet of the most experienced and 
wisest statesmen of our country, and will surrep. 
der the conduct of affairs arent 4 to them—I wi!! 
be among the first with heart and hand to sup. 
port them. Until Mr. Madison does this, I cay 
only advise him, in the words of an experienced 
statesman, “ to retract his odious exertions of au- 
‘ thority; and to remember that the first step to. 
‘ wards making New England contribute to his 
* wants, is to reconcile her to his Government. 


[Mr. Kine was called to order soon after com. 
mencing his speech, as wandering from the order 
of debate, by debating questions of a general na- 
ture on a proposition to change the.tax from the 
capacity to the product of the still. The Cuair- 
MAN decided that, according to the general prac- 
tice, the gentleman was in order. From this de- 
cision Mr. Fisx, of New York, appealed. After 
some conversation on the point of order— 
The decision of the Chairman was reversed by 
the Committee. 
Mr. Kino, of Massachusetts then moved inde- 
finitely to postpone the consideration of this ques- 
tion; which motion was declared not in order in 
Committee of the Whole. 
| Mr. Kine then declared himself in favor of 
continuing the tax on the capacity of the still, 
and imposing the additional duty on the product 
of the still—though he should vote against any 
increase of the present taxes. ] . 
| Mr. Oakuey, of New York, was also of opinion 
that a combination of the tax on the capacity 
and on the product was most expedient, and wa: 
for adhering in all respects to the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. Eppes assigned the reasons why the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had been in favor of 
retaining the present tax on the capacity—they 
were, to secure the collection of the product, and 
to abridge as much as possible the domiciliary 
visits of the excise officers for proving the liquor. 
&c., which would then be unnecessary. 

Mr. Incuam said he was fully justitied in stating 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
be, that the communication of the capacity-tax 
was indispensable to the due collection of the pro- 
duct-tax, 


Mr. Yancey advocated the adoption of the 
amendment he had proposed. He considered the 
arguments against it, though specious, to be falla- 
cious. The present system, he contended, opera- 
ted unequally, and would continue to do so under 
the increased duty, unless the system was changed. 
He saw no occasion for the employment of ex- 
cise Officers at all in the collection of the tax, 
which might be as well collected by compelling 
distillers to make monthly returns on oath. 

The question was then taken on Mr. YANcEYS 
motion (going to throw the tax altogether on the 
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product of the still) and negatived. For the mo- 
tion 45, against it 76. 

The question on Mr. F'tsx’s motion to insert 
twenty-five cents per gallon was then decided in 
the negative. For the motion 57, against it 64. 

The question being taken a second time, by 
request, there were for the motion 62, against it 71. 

Mr. Fisx, of New York, then moved to strike 
ovt twelve and a half, and insert twenty. For the 
motion there were 69, against it 70. 

Another count being demanded, there appeared 
to be for the motion 67, against it 69. 

So the motion was negatived. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Eppes to insert fifteen, and decided as fol- 
lows: For the motion 68, against it 62. 

So the House resolved that an additional duty 
on distillation of fifteen cents per gallon on the 
product of the still, ought to be laid. 

The Committee then rose and reported the two 
resolutions agreed to in committee, and asked and 
obtained leave to sit again on the remainder of 
the report. 








Monpay, October 24. 


Another member, to wit: from New Hamp- 
shire, Wiuttam HALce, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Biaetow presented a petition of sundry. 
members of an association of Ministers, known by 
the name of the Westminister Association, in the 
country of Worcester, and State of Massachu- 
setts, praying that the mails may not be trans- 
ported or vpened on the Sabbath day.—Refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. Rogertson presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the State of Louisiana, praying a 
confirmation of their respective titles to lands held 
by virtue of a requette or petition to the Governors 
of that country, whilst under the jurisdiction of 
the French and Spanish Governments.—Refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Seyserr, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, Trea- 
sury, War, and Navy Departments, and the Post- 
master General, be directed to communicate to 
this House such information as may be in their 
power, in relation to the destruction of official 
books and papers, in their respective Departments, 
in consequence of the incursion of the enemy in 
the month of August, 1814; designating particu- 
larly what description of books and papers has 
been lost thereby, and what the probable effect of 
such loss will be in the adjustment of the unset- 
tled accounts of the United States. 

A message ffom the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate insist on their amendments to the 
resolutions “ expressive of the sense of Congress 
of the gallantry and good conduct with which the 
reputation of the arms of the United States has 
been sustained by Major General Brown, Major 
General Scott, and Brigadiers Ripley, Miller, 
Porter, Gaines, and Macomb,” and ask a confer- 
ence upon the subject of the said amendments; 
to which conference they have appointed mana- 
gers on their part. 
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The House then resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the remainder of the re- 
port of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The third resolution came first next under con- 





sideration, in the following words: 


Resolved, That it is expedient to add one hundred 


per cent. on the present duty on sales at auction. 


Some conversation took place between Mr. 
Wriceat, of Maryland, and Mr. Eppes, of Vir- 


ginia, as to the equality of the general system of 


taxation proposed. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to amend the 
motion by striking out one hundred and inserting 
fifty per cent.; under the impression that the pro- 
posed increase would have the effect, by throwing 
sales into the hands of commission merchants, to 
diminish the present product of the tax. 

Mr. Eppes made some observations in reply. 
He saw no reason why, when other taxes were 
to be so generally increased, this item should be 
excepted. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, made some obser- 
vations to show the extreme inequality and op- 
pressiveness of the additional tax on distillation, 
compared with any other tax proposed, which he 
said, by the way, would, he feared, operate nearly 
as a prohibition of that manufacture. He was 
surprised, after gentlemen had so strenuously in- 
sisted on the enormous increase of that tax, that 
they should oppose the paltry increase of the tax 
now proposed. 

Mr. Post made a statement to show that the 
increase of the tax would not increase the revenue 
The only taxes, he appeared to conceive, 
on which solid reliance could be placed, to insure 
the requisite amount of revenue, were the land 
tax and the whiskey tax. The consumption of 
whiskey, he argued, would not be diminished es- 
sentially if it were taxed an hundred, instead of 
fifteen cents per gallon; and, whatever was the 
amount of that tax, it eventually came out of the 
pocket of the consumer, though immediately paid 
by the manufacturer. 

Mr. Rosertson, of Louisiana, expressed his 
regret at the sectional discussion of the taxes. 
He entreated gentlemen to abandon their local 
objections to the various taxes, as he should him- 
selfdo. The State which he represented paid 
much more than a due proportion, according to 
its representation, of the internal taxes. But no 
system of taxation could ever be carried into ef- 
fect in this country without a reciprocal spirit of 
compromise, which he therefore hoped to see su- 
perseding the local feelings which were displayed 
on this occasion. ; 

Mr. Wariaur said, so far from entertaining any 
sectional feeling on this occasion, he was prepared 
to agree to the whole system proposed by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury ; but protested against di- 
viding it, and taking it by piecemeal. 

The question on Mr. Fisx’s motion was deci- 
ded in the negative by a considerable majority ; 
and the original resolution was adopted. 

The fourth resolution, “ that it is expedient to 
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add fifty per cent. to the present duties on the| The next question was to strike out lotteries; 
conveyance of papers and letters,” was next con- | which motion was negatived without debate. 
sidered, and having been amended, on motion of | Mr. Gotpsporoves moved to strike out the 
Mr. Eppes, by striking out fifty and inserting an | furniture tax; assigning as reasons therefor its 
hundred per cent., it was agreed to, without de- | odious character, because rendering necessary 
bate. valuations of property, domiciliary visits, &. 
The next resolution, “that the carriage tax| Mr. Eppes defended the tax, and stated that no 
ought to be increased, and a duty on plated har- | inquisitions were intended to be made into prop. 
ness so imposed as to produce double the amount | erty, the amount of which was proposed to be 
of the present duty on carriages,” was agreed to. | ascertained by voluntary declaration of the pos- 
The next resolution that came under consider- | sessors. He considered it a very proper tax on 
ation was, that “it is expedient to class the re- | luxury and na Ga 
tailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign} Mr. Barsour, of Virginia, also opposed the 
merchandise, and impose an additional duty there- | proposed amendment in an argumentative man- 
on of fifty per cent.” ner, on the grounds of policy and justice, con- 
Mr. Post vehemently objected to this tax as | vinced as he was of the necessity of raising a 
applying exclusively to one class of the commu-@ substantial revenue to supply the wants and sup- 


nity. | port the credit of the Government; he was vup- 
Mr. Waiacut and Mr. Epres replied; and posed to the subduction of so great a proportion 
The resolution was agreed to without a division. 


of the proposed amount of taxation as the erasure 
The next resolution which came under consid- | of this tax would occasion. Mr. B. spoke at some 
eration was the following: 


length and with much ability on the subject of 
“Resolved, That it is expedient to impose a duty on 


taxation generally. 
the following articles, viz : manufactured tobacco and | Mr. Wricut supported his colleague’s motion. 
snuff, in the hands of the manufacturer; candles, of 


f He was opposed to the tax, as an inquisition into 
tallow and spermaceti; hats; yarn, spun by the aid of | private property ; as vexations, if the property was 
machinery worked by steam or water; leather; pig 


valued by inspection ; and encouraging immoral- 
iron ; castings: bar, rolled, and slit iron ; and on nails y P ; 3 5 


a f j 4 ity, if valued by assessment on the oath of the 
made by a aid of or on eae a @ | proprietors. He was opposed to it, too, because it 
certain value, except beds, bedding, and articles of do- | would in fact operate asa tax on matrimony, from 
sana aaa cat th oa area ergo’ beer, | which those who lived their whole lives in vio- 
ale, and porter, in the hands of the manufacturer ; . 7 
beste'and shoes, above a certain price, in the hands lation of the first law of nature would generally 









the manufacturer ; on plated harness, in the hands of be exempt. He considered it, too, in the nature 
the owner; on vats for the manufacture of paper ; on | °f @ direct tax, and which therefore ought to be 
saddles and bridles, above a certain price, in the hands | ®Pportioned according to representation. 
of the owner; on gold and silver watches, in thehands | Mr. Porrer, of Rnode Island, also advocated 
of the owner; on pleasure horses, kept exclusively for the motion. The property proposed to be reached 
the saddle or carriage; on playing cards, and on lot- | by this tax belonged generally to those who have 
teries.” seen better times, but, by the operation of the war, 
Mr. Eppes, in pursuance of the further instruc- | are thrown out of their regular income, and are 
tions of the Committee of Ways and Means, | many of them obliged to sell this very furniture 
moved to strike out several articles of the above | to supply them with bread. 
enumeration. Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, also supported 
The first he moved to be stricken out was cot- | the motion of Mr. Goitpsporouen, principally 
ton yarn. on account of the novelty of the tax, it being a 
Mr. Eppes assigned as a reason for this motion | tax never before laid, if ever proposed in any 
the fear of destroying manufactures yet in their | Government. There were other strong reasons 
infancy, and information received that this man- | against it, particularly the mode in which the tax 
ufacture was not as profitable as at first believed. | must be assessed, &c. In opposing this tax, Mr. 
Mr. Go.pssoroueu, of Maryland, objected to | G. said he at least was not influenced by sectional 
this motion, believing that no manufacture would | motives, as it would fall as lightly on the section 
better bear or be mure able to pay a pretty con- | of country which he represented, as perhaps any 
siderable tax. other. He was opposed to any tax of a question- 
The motion was decided thus: For the motion | able expediency, because all the taxes were to be 
74, against it 46. pledged to the public creditor, and would there- 
So cotton yarn was exempted from taxation. | fore be irrepealable until his demands were satis- 
The next article proposed to be stricken out | fied. 
was shoes. Mr. Hopkins, of Kentucky, in reply to the ar- 
As a reason for this motion, Mr. Eppes assign- | gument of novelty against the tax, said, that this 
ed the great difficulty of discrimination between | had been frequently called the age of experimen!s. 
the large manufactories, and those of an individ- | Our Government itself wasa novelty, which had 
ual or domestic character. established its utility ; and there were many nov- 
The motion was agreed to without a division. | elties as well of invention as policy, in our coun- 
The next motion was to change the tax on pa- | try, which reflected on it the highest honor ; and 
per vats toa tax of five per cent. on all paper | he hoped this would be attended with the same 
manufactured. Agreed to, without opposition. | result. 
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Mr. Brapwey, of Vermont, opposed the tax on 
furniture, principally on account of its difficulty, 
if not impracticability, of collection, as opening 
the door to fraud, perjury. and favoritism. 

Mr. Oaktey, of New York, on the same side 
of the question, said he was opposed in principle 
to the tax, which he believed would not produce 
anything like the estimated amount. He wished 
to dispense with this tax, and add the amount of 
it to the direct tax, or lay it on other articles. 

Mr. Eppes rose to defend thistax. He hadno 
idea, when the United States had for years col- 
lected a revenue from imports of twenty millions 
of dollars, on the oaths of the merchants, that 
they could not collect a tax of a million of dol- 
lars from property to be valued on the oaths of 
the possessors. As to the tax discouraging mat- 
rimony, and consequently population, he denied 
this operation to it; because beds, blankets, sheets, 
and every article essential to these objects, were 
exempted from taxation. He denied the inequal- 
ity and oppressiveness of the tax. Its novelty 
was an objection, which would equally apply to 
various others, all internal taxes being new to 
the Government. It was a tax the rich would 
pay, and the poor be exempt from; and, there- 

ure, he was in favor of it. 

Mr. Posr stated that, in collecting the duties 
on imports, there was a collateral examination of 
goods entered to verify the statement made on 
oath; so that the gentleman was mistaken in 
likening the mode of collection proposed to that 
existing in relation toimport duties. Mr. P. again 
insisted on the propriety of laying the whole 
amount of tax on the direct and distillation tax. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, spoke a few 
words in explanation, and Mr. Eppes replied. 

The House then decided on Mr. Goutpsso- 
ROUGH’s motion, as follows: For the motion 51, 
against it 69. 

So the Committee determined to retain the tax 
proposed to be laid on furniture. 

Mr. Oakey moved to strike out the duty on 
tallow candles in the hands of the manufacturer. 
He conceived the tax would be rendered nugatory 
by the increase of domestic manufacture, and the 
very poorest people only, those who are unable 
to purchase materials for making candles, will 
Pay, the tax. 

he motion was negatived—40 only rising in 
favor of it, 66 against it. 

Mr. Bicetow, of Massachusetts, moved to 
strike out the article of leather. His objection 
was that leather was an article of first necessity, 
of which the poor consumed nearly as much as 
the rich, and which, therefore, ought not to be 
taxed. 

The motion was negatived—30 only rising in 
favor of it. 

The question on the resolution, as amended, 
was then decided in the affirmative. 


The next and last resolution was in the follow- 
ing words: 


_ “ Resolved, That it is expedient to establish a Na- 
tional Bank, with branches in the several States.” 
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The House decided on this question without 
debate: For the resolution 66, against it 40. 

The Committee then reported the several reso- 
lutions as agreed to, with the amendments made 
thereto. 

The resolution for increasing the direct tax 
came up for concurrence. The resolution, as re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole, proposes 
to add 100 per cent. to the present amount of the 
direct tax. 

Mr. OakLey moved to amend the resolve, by 
inserting one hundred and fifty in lieu of one hun- 
dred, so as to make the present amount of that 
tax 150 per cent.; in other words, to lay a direct 
a for the ensuing year of seven and a half mil- 
ions. 

This motion was negatived: For the motion 
20, against it 116, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Chappell, Cilley, Dana, Fisk of New 
York, Grosvenor, Hanson, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Oak- 
ley, Post, Potter, Rich, Seybert, Sherwood, Skinner, 
Taylor, and Thompson. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 
ham, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Champion, Clark, Condict, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gas- 
ton, Geddes, Gholson, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Grif- 
fin, Hale, Halil, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, Ingham, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, King of 
North Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, 
Macon, Markell, McCoy, McKee, McLean, Moffit, 
Montgomery, Moore, Moseley, Newton, Ormsby, Pear- 
son, Pickering, Pickens, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, John 
Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, 
Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, Sharp, Ship- 
herd, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Sturges, Tannehill, Telfair, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter, Wright, and Yancey. 

So Mr. Oak ey’s motion was lost. 

On the question to concur with the Commit- 
tee in amending the resolution, so as to increase 
the direct tax 100 per cent. on its present amount, 
making the total direct tax to be raised six mil- 


| lions of dollars— 


Mr. Gotpssorouan, of Maryland, opposed the 
tax, on the ground that the country was not ade- 
quate to pay it without oppression, if not abso- 
lute destruction. 

The question on inserting 100 per cent. in lieu 
of 50, was decided as follows: For the amend- 
ment 100, against it 38, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, 
Bradley, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Chappell, Cilley, Clark, Comstock, Condict, 
Conard, Cooper, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Far- 
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row, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, 
Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hanson, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kerr, Kershaw, Kil- 
bourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, 

ewton, Oakley, Ormsby, Pickens, Piper, Pitkin, 
Pleasants, Potter, William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Schureman, Seybet, 
Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Tannebill, Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Udree, Wilson 
of Pennsylvania, Winter, Wright, end Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, .Culpeper, 
Davenport, Ely, Eppes, Forney, Franklin, Gaston, 
Goldsborough, Hale, Hulbert, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Moffit, Moseley, Pear- 
son, Pickering, Post, John Reed, Ruggles, Shipherd, 
Smith of New York, Sturges, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and 
Wilson of Massachusetts. 

The question then being on agreeing to the 
resolution as amended, going to increase the pres- 
ent direct tax, as before stated, and the yeas and 
nays having been demanded thereon— 

r. Wessrer, of New Hampshire, said, the 
proposition was to grant a new land tax, of twice 
the amount of the last. Before he gave his vote, 
he wished to be permitted to state the reasons 
which would govern and decide it. It had often 
happened that public bodies, or the majorities 
in public bodies, having the general power of 
adopting lawsand resolutions binding on and con- 
trolling the whole, had supposed themselves capa- 
ble of reducing dissenting members to a situation, 
in which any course of conduct pursued by them 
might be liable to unfavorable construction. But 
cases of this sort, attended with real difficulty, he 
thought.to be rare. At any rate, the present oc- 
casion presented no such difficulty. 

He did not feel himself under the necessity, 
either of obstructing the passage of the taxes 
through the House, or of taking upon himself any 
portion of the responsibility of laying them. A 
case might arise, in which it would rest with those 
who have been in the minority of the House, on 
leading measures of Government, to say whe- 
ther the supplies should be granted or withheld. 
Whenever such a condition of things shall hap- 
pen, it will bring itsown rule of action along with 
it. At present, no such case exists. It is not 
pee to us who opposed the war in its origin, and 

ave steadily reprobated the manner in which it 
has been prosecuted, to say now, whether a bur- 
densome system of taxes shall be imposed on the 
people to replenish the exhausted Treasury. That 
is for those to determine, who have made the 
taxes necessary. Our votes are not asked for 
now, any more than they were upon the declara- 
tion of hostilities. It was not then left for us to 
say, whether there should be war. It is not left 
with us now to say, whether there shall be taxes. 
Those who took upon themselves the responsi- 
bility of the first, must bear also the responsibility 
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of the last. And it must be presumed, that gen- 
tlemen are ready and willing to sustain the con- 
sequences of their own measures. Whoever has 
power to grant revenue, has also the power of di- 
recting its expenditure; and if the question of 
supplies or no supplies, should ever come to rest 
on the decision of those who have heretofore dif. 
fered in opinion from the course pursued by the 
Administration, they then will be able to accom- 
pany the supplies with such other measures as 
shall insure the appropriation of the revenue to 
proper objects, and place its expenditure in com- 
petent hands. But if we were now to say, we 
will vote for the taxes, if the Administration wil! 
apply the means which we shall grant it, to 
proper and sensible objects, and will call to its aid, 
in this exigency of affairs, the most prominent men 
in the nation, without regard to political party 
or connexion, we should be told— Gentlemen, 
‘ you are very obliging, but we happen to be able 
‘ to carry through our taxes upon our own strength. 
‘ We do not choose to submit to such terms and 
‘limitations as you propose, and must beg leave, 
‘ therefore, to dispense both with your conditions 
‘and your votes,” 

If, he said, the taxes depended on his vote; if 
the Administration could show it had made fair 
and reasonable offers for peace, which the enemy 
had refused ; if it would now consent to apply its 
means to the first great object of all Governments, 
the protection of the people, to carry on the war 
in a manner agreeable to the common sense of 
the community, and would endeavour to call forth 
the talents of the nation to aid the cause of the 
nation, most assuredly he should vote for what- 
ever supplies the occasion called for. He should 
only be anxious in such a case to grant enough; 
because he did not represent those who would 
weigh, very scrupulously, essential national rights 
and national security against the price necessary 
for their preservation. But as nosuch change of 
system is intimated, and as the system of taxation 
now proposed does not depend at all for adoption 
or rejection on his vote, he should hardly give 
what might be deemed a sanction to the measures 
of Government, by a general and voluntary sup- 
port of its present plans of finance. At the same 
time he did not see that other gentlemen, equally 
opposed to the war with himself, and expecting as 
little as he did any successful issue to it, without 
a change, might not, nevertheless, deem the present 
exigency to be one, in which they were at liberty, 
if they so should choose, to vote for revenue, with- 
out making themselves in any degree answerable 
for its probable misapplication. The whole re- 
sponsibility, he thought, belonged to the other 
side of the House. They had undertaken both 
to put the country into a state of war, and to get 
it well out again. In the former, they had suc- 
ceeded ; how well they wili be able to perform 
the latter, time would show. 

If it was said, continued Mr. W., that, public 
credit depends on adopting this system of taxes, 
and that it cannot be refused without refusing the 
means of restoring public credit, he certainly 
hoped that gentlemen would adopt that system 
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of finance which suited them best, as well for the | of ability with which the war had been conducted, 


restoration of the public credit, as for other pur- 
ses of Government. He did not wish to limit 
their choice. He only disclaimed any share in 
the responsibility of measures, in the production 
of which those whose political opinions he re- | 
spected had noconcern. A high public credit 
was one of the treasures which the country had 
committed to the hands of the present Adminis- 
tration. How they are to restore it, buried as it 
now is under a mass of depreciated stocks, unfilled 
loans, discredited Treasury notes, debts unpaid 
and debts unliquidated, they must determine for 
themselves, looking to that account to which the 


country may call them. 

It was worth our while to inquire, how it has 
happened that public credit has received such a 
tremendous shock. Whose is the fault? When 
those measures were begun, which have at length 
brought us where we now are, the public credit 
of the United States was as high as that of any 
nation on earth. To whom are imputable the 
shame and disgrace of its prostration and fall? 
To what is itowing? Not toany deficiency in 
the national resources to sustain the credit of the 
Government. Both the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury and the Committee of Ways and Means tell 
us, and they tell us truly, that the real means of 
the nation have been abundant. If then, the Ad- 
ministration received the public credit in a high 
and honorable condition ; if the nation has at all 
times possessed the means of keeping it so, and 
the Administration has possessed, as it has, a 
sufficient control of these means; and if after all, 
the public credit has gone to fearful wreck and 
ruin, who alone is answerable for such a state of 
things? or who can refer our present condition 
to any other cause than an incompetent manage- 
meant of the powers of Government? The basis of 
public credit is confidence in the national resour- 
ces, in the duration and stability of Government, 
and in the competency and character of those 
who administer it. It is owing to no distrust of | 
the resources of the nation, nor of the general or- 
ganization and structure of the Government, that 
the public credit had sunk solow. The true cause 
of this was to be sought elsewhere. No system | 
of taxation, merely as such, will prove an ade- | 
quate remedy, especially at this late hour. Un- 
less the Administration can court back a general 
confidence, not only in the wealth of the nation, 
but also in its own ability and the wisdom and 
fitness of itsown measures, public credit has gone | 





far beyond its grasp. 


was about equal to the measure of prudence with 
which it was declared; and the success of the 
issue, without a change of auspices, would proba- 
bly be proportionate to both. 

He had been struck with a paragragh in Mr. 
Jefferson’s late letter. Speaking of the invasion 
of this place by the enemy, he says, he took advan- 
tage of this nation unarmed and unprepared. For 
the partial judgment of a friend, thisis sufficiently 
severe. The Government took its own time to 

oto war. It invited the enemy to the confliet. 
t is attacked, two years afterward, in the centre 
of the nation, on the very threshold of the Capi- 
tol, and even there is found unarmed and unpre- 
pared. 

The Government was indeed unprepared when 
it went to war. It has been unprepared ever 
since; and if the contest should not last more 
than twice as long as the war of the Greeks and 
the Trojans, it will come to an end, before the 
country, upon the present system of things, will 
be prepared for its beginning. 

A state of mere unpreparedness, however, was 
not exactly the whole of our case, when war was 
declared. There was something in it worse than 
that, even aside from the character of the war 
itself, and the opinion which one half the nation 
had of it. 

The country had had commerce, the abundant 
source of its revenue. A barbarous and unrelent- 
ing series of acts of self-murder, called restrictions, 
had put an end to that commerce. It had hada 
sinking fund, containing the sustaining, redeeming 
principles of public credit. This was abandoned. 
it had an useful National Banking Institution 
with solid capital and on sound principles; an 
which had proved itself, by twenty years expe- 
rience, to be capable of offering the most import- 
ant facilities to the operations of finance. This 
also was destroyed. Having made these provi- 
sions for revenue, for public credit, and financial 
operations, the Government felt itself in a condi- 
tion to invite a war. 

From such a beginning, what else could be ex- 
pected than we have seen to happen? While it 
remained on our part a war of invasion, nothing 
was done; and now, when m turn we are attacked 
by the enemy, the defence of the country rests 
on the people and on the States, almost unassisted 
by the aid of Government. In what quarter of 
the country does the Government afford efficient 
protection to the people? In most assailable 
places, the States are obliged to call out their 


As to a more able or successful prosecution of | militia upon their own responsibility, and the 


the war, he professed not to be sanguine in that 
hope. That the people will defend themselves, 
with spirit, whenever attacked, admits no doubt; 
but as far as the prosecution of the war rests with 
the Government, he despaired of any change in 
the manner, or any difference ia the result. The 
Administration appeared to him not to have 
changed its habits. It continued to go on in its old 
party path—to revolve round its party centre, and 
to draw all its heat and its light, its animation 
and its being, from party sources. The measure 


strength of their own resources ; and here, at the 
heart of the nation, a force of five thousand men 
has routed and dispersed the Government, and 
scattered the ashes of the Capitol over the soil 
which claimed its peculiar and exclusive protec- 
tion. He had said last session, and he repeated 
it now, that the Government had failed in the 
discharge of its first great duty—the main object 
of all Governments—the protection of the people. 

He wished also the House and the country to 
consider how we stood with all the neutral Pow- 
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ers of Europe io relation to this war. It had 
been said by his honorable friend from New 
York (Mr. Oakey) that the ears of the Euro- 
pean Courts were shut against us. He believed 
this to be perfectly true. The Administration 


itself knew better than any individual that it: 


had not been able to excite the sympathies of a 
single Power in Europe, in its favor, on the sub- 
ject of this war. The reason was obvious. The 
nations of Europe had seen the part this Govern- 
ment had acted. They had seen it come in, in 
the moment of European extremity and agony, 
and take part on the side of an always detested 
and now fallen tyranny. Without discussing the 
question, of no importance to them, whether the 
measures of this Government grew out of a pre- 
vious stipulation, signed and sealed, and inter- 
changed with that of France, or whether in 
these measures it had acted gratuitously, and 
only followed the bent of its own inclination, 
they could not but take notice of the fact, that 
these measures were brought into play precisely 
at the moment when they were most likely to 
aid in the overthrow of the Governments, and 
the subjugation of the nations of Europe. It 
was difficult, he thought, to restrain one’s indig- 
nation on this subject. If anything could make 
one ashamed of his country, it would be that its 
Government had been capable of acting such a 
part. How different would our situation be at 
this time. if the Government could say to Eng- 
land: “We have interfered in none of your Eu- 
ropean quarrels. We have sought to take no 
advantage of the pressure of your circumstances. 
A Republic, ourselves, and attached to the prin- 
ciples of political liberty, we have lent neither 
aid nor countenance to any projects formed 
against the general liberty or prosperity of Eu- 
rope. We have held a course strictly and scru- 
pulously impartial ; and for proof of the correct- 
ness of our conduct in all these respects, we re- 
fer to the unbiassed judgment of neutral nations. 
We appeal to those who have been with you 
through the struggle which has now terminated, 
whether they suspect us of having had any lean- 
ing or partiality towards your “common enemy.” 

As to the negotiation and the terms of peace 
offered by England, Mr. W. said it would not be 
supposed that those who opposed the war as un- 
necessary and ruivous, were on that account to 
consent to any other than fair and honorable 
termsof peace. They held the Administration 
answerable for an honorable peace. The coun- 
try’s honor was ‘unblemished, when they took 
the guardianship of its concerns, and it would 
be required at their hands equally unblemished. 
For one, he said, in no crisis, in no emergency, 
in no distress of national affairs, would he con- 
sent to a peace which should inflict a wound on 
the true honor or substantial interests of the 
country. But he did not affect to conceal his 
opinion; he wished, rather, on all proper occa- 
sions, to express it, that there was no chance of 
coercing England, or even of defending the 
covearrancesetelly, until the power and strength 
of the nation should be called forth, and guided 
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by different hands. He wished, at the same time, 
to express his regret, that the American Com. 
missioners had not proposed their terms of peace, 
He wished they had stated explicitly, whether 
the Government of this country had or had not 
given up the grounds upon which it originally 
went to war. If the British Commissioners 
looked for extravagant terms to be proposed by 
ours, it was not very unnatural that they should 
set out with terms as extravagant themselves. [t 
is to be lamented, that having found out what 
were the terms of England, our Ministers did not 
propose their own terms, to the end that the 
world might see the difference. It may be a 
question fit for casuists, which partakes least of a 
pacific temper and moderate views, to propose 
terms of peace, which are deemed inadmissible, 
as was done by England, or to propose no terms 
at all, as was done by ourselves. If the Ameri- 
can Ministers were instructed to make peace on 
fair and reasonable terms, it cannot be too much 
regretted that they did not make those terms 
known; because, in order to put the enemy com- 
pletely in the wrong, it is necessary to show, not 
only that bis terms were extravagant, but that 
ours were not so. 

The publication of the documents here is relied 
on to satisfy the people of this country of the 
equity and moderation of the views of the Cab- 
inet. If it should answer that purpose, still it 
does not answer the other, of making known its 
equity and moderation to England. Because, 
until now, that they are published here, England 
had no means of knowing the instructions given 
to our Ministers. She could only know that if 
you insisted now, on what you demanded when 
you went to war, your terms, in her estimation, 
were as inadmissible as hers are in yours. 

But will the publication of parts of these in- 
structions satisfy the people of this country that 
the Government has made fair terms of peace ? 
If anything was published, why not the whole? 
If the part concealed is not material, why con- 
ceal it? In cases of this sort, it is obvious, that 
whatever has been previously done, may be un- 
done by something subsequent. It is not like a 
series of correspondence between different par- 
ties. Unless the Government publishes the whole 
in this case it may as well publish nothing. 

Mr. W. said he did not underrate the difficul- 
ties of the present crisis. He was well aware of 
all these difficulties. But he would not say, be- 
cause he did not think that they were at all in- 
surmountable with a wise and able Administra- 
tion of Government. But it did appear to him, 
that the country had committed itself into the 
hands of men not likely to make peace, nor com- 
petent to conduct the war. This, he thought, 
our greatest difficulty, and he believed the nation 
would come to the same opinion. 

In the meantime he should not obstruct; he 
should only hold himself at liberty not to ap- 
prove, without reason, the course pursued. It 
could not be said, then, that the Administration 
was asked to do its duty while the means are re- 
fused ; means will not be refused so far as they 
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depend on measures here. Its measures will be 
carried here, and as far as the aid of this House 
can go, it will have it. But he should not give 
his vote for the measures proposed, either by way 
of expressing his approbation of the past, or his 
expectations for the future. On the past he looked 
with mixed emotions of indignation and grief; 
on the future with fearful forebodings and appre- 
hensions, relieved only by the hope that the im- 
mediate adoption of better counsels might lead 
to better times. 

When Mr. W. had concluded, the House ad- 
journed. 








Tuespay, October 25. 


The House proceeded to consider the message 
from the Senate, notifying that they insist on their 
amendments to the resolutions expressive of the 
sense of Congress of the gallantry and good con- 
duct with which the reputation of the arms of the 
United States has been sustained by Major Gene- 
ral Brown, Major General Scott, and Brigadiers 
Ripley, Miller, Porter, Gaines, and Macomb,” and 
asking a conference thereon: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House agree to the confer- 
ence asked by the Senate, and that Mr. Troup, 
Mr. Waicat, and Mr. Stuart, be the managers 
at the same on their part. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, being the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means recommending the 
imposition of additional taxes; and the first reso- 
lution, for addiag 100 per cent. to the present 
amount of the direct taxes, being on its passage— 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, spoke at length in sup- 
port of the resolve, and in reply to Mr. Wesster's 
speech of yesterday. 

Mr. Cacuoun said, he did not rise to consider 
whether the war was originally just and neces- 
sary ; or whether the Administration had aban- 
doned the original objects of the contest ; much 
less, whether the Opposition, according to the 
very modest declaration of the member from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Wesster.) possessed all of the 
talent and confidence of the country. His object 
was to call the attention of this House to the ne- 
cessity of prompt and vigorous measures for the 
ppomnenn of the war. If ever a body of men 
heid the destinies of a country in their hands, it 
was that which he was now addressing. You 
have for an enemy a Power the most implacable 
and formidable; who, now freed from any other 
contest, will, the very next campaign, direct the 
whole of his force against you. Besides his deep 
rooted enmity against this country, which will 
urge him to exertion, the enemy is aware of the 
necessity, on his part, to bring the contest to a 
speedy termination. He dreads its continuance; 
for he well knows, that should it be maintained 
by us with vigor, for only a few years, there will 
be other parties to the struggle, which may again 
involve him in a war with all Europe. He then 
will put forth, from spite and policy, the whole 
of his strength the very next Summer, to crush 
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us if possible by one mighty effort. 
this state of things, the whole of the resources 
will have to be called into action; and, what is 
of equal importance, with such promptitude as 
to be ready to act as soon as the season will ad- 
mit. 
on this House, and which must be perfurmed in 
order that we may be in a state of desirable 
preparation to meet and maintaia the struggle ? 
This is the question which he proposed to con- 
sider, not indeed in detail, or with great accuracy, 
but generally, in order that we may be awere of 
the urgent necessity for despatch. 
will be absolutely necessary to pass these resolu- 
tions, or some others of equal vigor, into laws. 
Our finances it is acknowledged are much de- 
ranged ; and it is also admitted, on all sides, that 
they can only be restored by a vigorous system 
of taxes. 
time this will consume. 
October, and we have not passed even the reso- 
lutions; at the same rate of proceeding, to settle 
all the complexity of the detail of bills, and pass 
them into laws, will require months. In the next 
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To meet 


What then are the duties which devolve 


First, then, it 


Has any member estimated how much 
It is now the 25th of 


place, it will be necessary (he presumed no mem- 
ber could doubt it) to take the state of the circu- 


lating medium into consideration; and to devise 
some measure to render it more safe, and adapted 


to the purposes of finance. The single fact, that 
we have no proper medium, commensurate in its 


circulation with the Union—that it is ali local—is 


calculated to produce much embarrassment in 
the operation of the Treasury. But, sir, after we 
have passed the taxes and established an adequate 
circulating medium, which must of necessity, 
with the closest attention, consume much time, 
much still will remain to be done. The Army, 
to which the President has so strongly called 
our attention, has not yet claimed a moment of 
our time. He would not pretend to anticipate 
the plan which the Military Committee would 
doubiless submit to this House, but he would 
state what appeared to him indispensable to give 
the greatest effect, with the most economy, to 
our arms. He did not wish to be understood 
parsimony, but that which gave to the amount 
expended the greatest effect. 

The enemy at present presses the war both on 
our seaboard and interior frontier. The nature 
of the war on either, will, if properly considered, 
indicate the mode, that it ought to be met and 
resisted. On the seaboard it must be strictly de- 
fensive. The enemy can make no permanent 
conquest of any importance there; but he hopes, 
by alarming and harassing the country, and put- 
ting us to an enormous expense in defending it, 
to break the spirit of the nation, and bring it to 
his own terms. ‘The only remedy in our hand, 
without a marching force, is to fortify as strongly 
as possible the cities and exposed points, and to 
garrison them with a sufficient number of expe- 
rienced regular troops. In case of an attack, 


they are to be aided by militia of the cities and 
adjacent country, called out on the occasion en 
masse which can be done without much vexa-_ 
It is thus by having respecta- 


tion or expense. 
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ble garrisons of regular troops, aided as he has 
stated, and supported by strong works, we will 
afford more security, and will save millions of 
expense. The present militia force he supposed, 
in actual service, could not be much short of one 
hundred thousand. Less that half that number 
of regulars could be made abundantly adequate to 
the defence of our seaboard. 

On the Canada frontier the war must assume 
an opposite character. If we wish to act with 
effect, it must there be wholly offensive. He did 
hope the miserably stale and absurd objections 
against offensive operations in Canada had ceas- 
ed, till he heard yesterday the member from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Wessrer.) It was so obviously 
the cheapest and most effectual mode of operat- 
ing on our enemy, that thinking men, he believed, 
with little exception, of all parties, had agreed in 
its expediency. For, suppose that we should 
have at the opening of the next campaign a suf- 
ficient force on the Canada frontier for its reduc- 
tion; aod what would then be the result? Either 
our enemy must call off the whole of his force to 
defend himself in that quarter, or he must permit 
it to fall into our possession. Either event would 
be desirable, If the enemy should adopt the for- 
mer, as in all probability he would be compelled 
to do, our seaboard would be freed from danger 
and alarm, and we would have the further ad- 
vantage of meeting him on equal terms. He 
would no longer be aided by his maritime supe- 
riority. If, however, he should not strengthen 
himself in Canada, but continue the war on the 
coast, it would be still more to our advantage. 
The reduction of his possessions, besides shed- 
ding a glory on our arms, and producing both 
here and in England the happiest effects in our 
favor, would enable us to maintain the struggle 
with half the expense in men and money. Af- 
ter so desirable an event our effurts might be al- 
most exclusively directed to the defence of the 
seaboard, and the war would assume a new as- 
pect highly favorable to this country. 

To cause so desirable a state of things, a regu- 
lar force of at least fifty thousand men ought to 
be ready to act against Canada by the first of 
May or June, at farthest. If they could be im- 
mediately raised and marched to their proper 
depots for training, they could in a few months 
be well trained for service. He was well assured 
that the brilliant battles of Bridgewater and Chip- 
pewa were won by men, three-fourths of whom 
had not been in the ranks more than four months. 
With skilful officers, and with the aptitude of the 
Americans to acquire the military art, the finest 
army !n a few months might be formed. He 
said, he could not refrain from congratulating this 
House and country on the acquisition we had 
made, in so short a time, of military skill. It was 
wonderful, almost incredible, that in a year or 
two, with very little opportunity, such Generals 
should be found as have the last Summer led 
our Army to glory. No country, under all of 
these circumstances, ever in so short a time de- 
veloped so much military talent. Put under their 
command without delay a sufficient force, well 


appointed, and you will then find yourselves jp 
the road to honor and secure peace. But, cay 
this be done by idle debate, by discussing the orj- 
gin of the war, and the relative talent and virtue 
of the two great parties in this country? Now jis 
our time, not for debate, but action. Much is to 
be done. We have not a moment to lose. Time 
is to us everything, men, money, honor, glory, 
and peace. Should we consume it in debate, and 
let the moments for preparation glide away, our 
affairs must be irretrievably ruined. Compare 
what remains to be done with the time for action. 
and it is certain, that to act promptly is as im- 
portant as to act at all. Under these impressions, 
he hoped that the House would pass this day on 
all the resolutions; and that they would be re- 
ferred back to the Committee to report bills im- 
mediately ; and that whatever was needful to our 
early and complete preparation, would be prompt- 
ly despatched. The enemy is already arrived, 
and, as soon as permitted by the season, will 
strike with deadly intention; let us be ready to 
receive and return the blow with redoubled force, 
We are placed in circumstances the most urgent 
and imperious. Our supposed weakness has tempt- 
ed the enemy to make his extraordinary demands. 
Whe that bears the heart of an American can 
think of them withoat the most just indignation? 
Surrender the Lakes to his control; renounce the 
fisheries, that nursery for seamen; cede a part of 
Maine, and all beyond the Greenville line, and 
recognise the Indians as their allies, and under 
their protection. Such is his language. He re- 
lies not so much on his own strength as our weak- 
ness and disunion. Let it be our most serious 
business, by vigor and promptitude, to baffle and 
destroy his vain hopes. If we fail, it will not be 
for the want of means, but because we have not 
used them. We have generals and troops that 
have proved themselves an over match for the 
choicest of the enemy’s battalions, commanded by 
her most boasted officers. To this evidence of 
skill and courage, superadd preparations on our 
part equal to our resources; by this means you 
will make him sensible of his presumption, and 
listen to terms of peace honorable to both nations. 
He has it in his power at all times to make such 
a peace. Every member who hears me, knows 
this to be the fact, notwithstanding the unjust 
and unfounded insinuations of the member from 
New Hampshire (Mr. Wesster) to the contrary. 
He observed again, that England dreaded a con- 
tinuance of the contest. The affairs of Europe 
are far from being settled. Her relation in a 
commercial point of view is calculated to raise 
up powerful enemies on the Continent. Should 
she be foiled and disgraced here, which she must 
be if we but do our duty, the opportunity so fa- 
vorable to humble her will be seized. Of these 
facts she is sensible; and our very preparation for 
a vigorous war will make her dread the contest. 
But, suppose, instead of vigorous and prompt 
preparation, we consume our time in debate here, 
and permit our affairs to go on in the consequent 
slow and feeble way. Where is the man so blind 
as to believe that England will limit her views 
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by ber present demands, as extravagant as they 
are? Weare already told, that she will propor- 
tion her future demands to the relative situation 
of the two countries. She neither expected nor 
desired peace on the terms which were offered. 
Her bosom is repossessed with the ambition and 
projects that inspired her in the year 776. It is 
the war of the Revolution revived; we are again 
struggling for our liberty and independence. The 
enemy stands ready, and eagerly watches to seize 
any opportunity which our feebleness or division 
may present, to realize his gigantic schemes of 
conquest. In this struggle for existence, he must 
entreat the members of the Opposition, though 
they can reconcile it to their conscience to stand 
with folded arms and coldly look on, not to im- 
pede by idle and frivolous debate the efforts of 
those who are ready by every sacrifice to main- 
tain the independence of the country. The sub- 
ject is weighty; he felt himself pressed on all 
sides by the most interesting topics ; but he would 
abstain from further observation, lest he who ad- 
monished against the consumption of the time of 
the House in long debate, should set an example 
of itin himself. The time is precious. He felt 
that he owed an apology for consuming se much 
as he had done. 

Mr. Wesster, of New Hampshire, spoke briefly 
in explanation. 

Mr. Fisx, of Vermont, in his usual pointed 
manner assigned the reason which induced him 
to vote for the increased tax. 

Mr. Sarewerp addressed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, although we have been solemnly 
admonished, by a gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, (Mr. CaLHoUN,) to waste no more time in 
idle debate, as he is pleased to call the arguments 
on the question before the House, you will par- 
don me if I venture yet to exercise the privilege 
of the Representative of a free people, and frankly 
express tay reasons for the vote I shall give 
against the resolution before you. The question, 
sir, is @ momentous one, and ought not to be hur- 
ried. To dash into a measure so interesting to 
our constituents without deliberation, would be 
rash and imprudent. 

If the convictions of my mind would permit, I 
should most cordially vote in this case with the 
majority. Had their side of the question the 
least perceptible advantage, nothing would give 
me more pleasure than to add a vote to their 
number. For, sir, 1 declare most sincerely and 
truly, that any opposition of mine, is from no de- 
sire to give new asperity to party animosity. 
Fain would I hush its bickerings, and, if possible, 
drive the fiend from our country, and extinguish 
her torch. 

No man, more than myself, can wish to con- 
ciliate, and, in the patriotic desire to save the 
country from ruin, lose forever those prejudices 
which have long been an evil deeply to be la- 
mented. Fain would I, if possible, convince the 
majority by a cordial co-operation when they are 
right, and a dispationate opposition when wrong, 
of a disposition, on our part, to seek and promote 
the welfare of the nation, and to support any dis- 





ereet measure whether it shall come from this or 
that side of the House. 

Sir, gentlemen ought not to resent opposition. 
The dearest and strongest convictions may im- 

el the legislator zealously to resist what a ma- 

jority may as sincerely think right. Members of 
the same party think and vote differently on par- 
ticular questions, and yet it is productive of no 
resentments. 

Such, sir, ought to be our charity towards those 
who oppose even our most favorite objects, espe- 
cially if they are in the least doubtful, as to be- 
lieve they act from a sense of duty, unless we 
have sufficient evidence of a different disposition. 
Indiscriminate condemnation of the motives of 
an antagonist is certainly no Jess than odious in- 
tolerance, which must be avoided, to perpetuate 
the blessings of freedom. 

But, sir, however strong I may desire union 
and a perfect good understanding between the 
different sides of this House, an aberration from 
duty, or the abandonment of an opinion formed 
afier a long and deliberate examination of the 
subject, would be a sacrifice too great, and there- 
fore cannot be made. From such examination I 
have formed an opinion, and therefore proceed to 
give this House the view I have taken of the 
subject. 

It is said by gentlemen on the other side, in 
substance, that the Treasury is without money, 
Government without credit, and the armies with- 
out men. That the Union is in danger, and, un- 
less prompt and sufficient aids are furnished by 
the Legislature, we shall be ruined. To this 
statement of facts I subscribe. The evidences 
are too strong to be doubted ; and, because such 
is the state of the nation, am I opposed to the 
resolution, and the reasons urged for an affirma- 
tive vote will induce me to givea negative. If 
we are ruined, who has been the despoiler? Sure- 
ly it cannot be charged upon those who, for four- 
teen years, have been deprived of the means of 
doing good or evil to the Government ; men who 
have been declared unworthy to participate in 
the administration of our public affairs. Sir, it 
must be charged to your public agents as having 
produced this mighty ruin. 

There was a time, Mr. Speaker, when the 
Government was wisely administered, and the 
speedy fruits were fame, wealth, peace, and pros- 
perity, to the Government and people. 

The Union was a splendid luminary, whose 
light attracted the attention, and excited the ad- 
miration, of the civilized world. The surest 
earnest of permanency and stability seemed to 
be given, and we fondly thought that remote gen- 
erations would partake of the blessings of our ad- 
mired institutions. 

When the power was wrested from the men 
of other times, the Treasury was full, our credit 
was high, and the revenue annually increasing. 
No calamities, no evils, either existed or threat- 
ened to impede the nation in the career of pros- 
perity. Every class of citizens felt the happy 
influence of a free Government, administered 

with wisdom and benignity. 
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The glory of those timesappears more conspi- | than that, under the charge of the men who have 


cuous, contrasted with the gloom and misery of 
the present. And the wisdom which had framed 
the Government, and given it motion and direc- 
tion, was so powerful and correct, that for years 
it endured the hard service of novel and ruinous 
experiment’; and, for aught we know, might have 
continued, had not the way of success been blocked 
up, and the Government jostled from its original 
course. 

If, then, sir, the high officers of the nation have 
so managed our political concerns, as to sink us 
from a proud and lofty station to the very depths 
of poverty and disgrace, dry up the sources of 
revenue, load it with debt, and make us contempt- 
ible in our own and the eyes of the nations, it 
becomes us well to examine, and seriously to in- 
quire whether it will be prudent to burden our 
constituents with oppressive taxes ; vainly hoping 
to retrieve our lost credit by replenishing our 
empty Treasury, to be laid out under the agency 
of the very men who have given us so many sad 
examples of a destitution of those qualities which 
only ought to invite confidence. 

Where is our guarantee that the money forced 
from our suffering fellow-citizens, will be expend- 
ed with less prodigality than the millions which 
have been squandered in unavailing experiments 
or lavished upon worthless men? Will it be de- 
nied, that the country swarms with such, and 
that they have been too much the favorites of 
power for the interest of the grand community ? 

If a pledge of reformation can or is to be given, 
let us see it. Convince us that the Executive 
has become trustworthy, and obtain the united 
confidence of the House. But. sir, we are to have 
no such pledge, not even a promise; on the con- 
trary, the same phantoms are to be chased, the 
same ruinous measures to be adopted, and this is 
openly avowed upon this floor. We, therefore, 
are not permitted to hope for a change, or even 
conjecture that new measures may produce a new 
and happy result. Nothing before us but an ob- 
stinate determination to persist in that course, the 
end of which is inevitable ruin. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fair and correct to calculate 
from what has been, what will be the effect of 
the same causes, and therefore, from experience, 
ought we to judge of the fitness of any proposi- 
tion, more especially when a nation’s interests, a 
nation’s salvation, is depending. It is high time 
to dismiss the dreams and visions that have be- 
wildered and led us astray. From the past, let 
us, as we love our country, look to the future, 
and, guided by this sure index, determine. In the 
exercise of sober sense, ask ourselves whether we 
can, with adue regard to the interests of this 
much injured nation, call upon it so loudly. To 
me this subject appears big with importance. The 
consequences may yet be lamented. 

It must require a faith not imposed, a charity 
which would savor more of weakness than piety, 
to believe or anticipate a renewing spirit hereaf- 
ter to prevail in the management of our pecuni- 
ary concerns, so long as the managers remain 
unaltered. There is no demonstration more clear 


wasted the public finances and destroyed you; 
credit, your country will sink deeper and deeper 
in ruin. 

If the majority, sir, possessed any inclination 
to cheer the desponding hopes of the nation or 
brighten its prospects, and thereby invite the con- 
fidence and co-operation of the minority, their 
President would give some token that he had 
abandoned the old and ruinous course, and de. 
signed to seek one, new and more promising. He 
would even now have emptied his Cabinet of 
a group of deluded and deluding Ministers, by 
whom he has been misled, whose conduct has 
palpably proved a defect of head or heart, or both, 
and replenished it with the first choice of the 
States, regardless of party distinction. But, sir, 
he has seen the ship sinking, and retains, in de- 
spite of the most awful premonitions, the same 
pilot and helmsman. Permit me, sir, to enforce 
the observations already made, and those which 
may be made, by example, and then judge of 
the Chief of your Government. 

The example remains a monument of disgrace 
to this metropolis. Look at the walls of your 
once magnificent Capitol. Where now is all its 
grandeur, its lofty arches and proud columns 
with the costly garnishing that delighted the eye, 
and afforded ease, convenience, and elegance, to, 
the Representatives of the people ? 

They are gone, and what remains is a striking 
proof of the impotence, the folly, not to say cow- 
ardice, of the men, who, had they been as they 
ought to have been, would have abandoned, only 
with life or liberty, this ornament of your city to 
the torches of your enemy. But unresisted, un- 
disturbed, the hated foe was permitted to destroy 
the very Hall where, but about two years before, 
this proud boast was vauntingly made, “ My word 
for it, if you will declare war, in six months the 
Canadas will be ours.” Yes, sir, to the disgrace 
of our country, the very Hall where the question 
of peace and war was debated, and the declara- 
tion of the latter was solemnly adopted, fell a 
sacrifice to the enemy who were so contemptibly 
thought of. 

Permit me also, sir, to present you the palace 
of your President in flames, or, if you please, its 
yawning ruins, and the offices of State, and above 
all your navy yard, and the ashes of the frigate 
and sloup-ebrwar} and, lastly, your President, 
Secretary of War, of the Navy, the Command- 
ing General, and seven thousand men, flying be- 
fore a handful of marauding British, worn down 
with fatigue and melted with heat. And, sir, we 
are now asked with the most earnest importunity 
to intrust these men who gave up to certain de- 
struction this immense property, without even an 
effort to save it, with twenty-one or two millions 
of dollars more. The destruction of the navy 


yard was such an act of imprudence that it indi- 
cated lunacy. Not content with the firebrand 
of the enemy, perhaps praying that his ruthless 
hand might spare some part of the public prop- 
erty, the high officer, whose duty it was to pro- 
tect it, orders it all to be burned. 
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Military gentlemen, Mr. Speaker, say all this 
vast properly es have been defended, together 
with this city. hy burn the navy yard ? Why 
the sloop-of-war, which had her guns on board 
and prepared for action, and might have been 
used to defend the place where she was built; 
and as a last resort could have been saved by 
choosing the middle or eastern shore of the Po- 
tomac ? : 

But no, she must be burned. The frigate on 
the stocks, together with the immense property of 
the excellent establishment at the navy yard, 
must all be devoted to the indiscretion of the 
honorable Secretary. No one, sir, will pretend 
to say that this property could have been carried 
off or used by the enemy. Steam engines, forges, 
workshops, sawmills, and vessels, are not conve- 
nient for a knapsack, or even a baggage wagon. 
Why then burn this necessary and valuable prop- 
erty ? 

It is answered, it was burned to prevent the 
enemy from taking it. Supposing they had done 
so, it is certain they could have done no more 
than destroyed it; they might, it is true, have so 
done, and probably would, if no attempt was 
made to defend it. A few more heroic souls, 
however, like Barney and Miller, would unques- 
tionably have taught your enemy, by experience 
sad and fatal to them, that the rights and prop- 
erty of the nation were not to be infringed with 
impunity. 

But supposing the worst, that the enemy had 
done the same that was done in pursuance of the 
Secretary’s peremptory order,and had burned this 
admirable establishment; in point of property, 
the loss to the nation would have been no greater; 
in point of character, infinitely better. And, after 
a faithful experiment, if we had failed, it was but 
tc abandon it to the invaders to spare or destroy 
at their election. Hence, sir, it is most obvious 
that there was no necessity of committing this 
detestable suicide. 

Here it may be asked, how this reasoning con- 
cerns the subject before the House? I will show 
you, sir, in a few words, that your Chief Magis- 
trate in particular is responsible for this shameful 
transaction. He, his Secretary of War, and of 
the ery were on the field of battle, or rather of 
flight. as it then by their orders or the order 
of either of them, that the metropolis was cow- 
ardly given up to be sacked by an enemy not 
one-third of the number of our troops? And whe- 
ther this base desertion was caused by either the 
one or the other of the three, or the Commanding 
General, in either case your President, sir, is re- 
sponsible to the nation for the loss and disgrace 
attached to thetransaction. How? If it was by 
his order, then he is answerable directly. If by 
either of the pair of Secretaries, then it became 
him, indeed it was an indispensable duty, to have 
inquired, and dismissed from office the man whose 
examples proved him unworthy of his station. If 
it was from the mere motion of the Commanding 
General, he should have caused an immediate 
arrest, tried and punished him for disgracing his 
nation and office. A severe sentence was pro- 
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nounced against General Hull 
his surely was a venial transaction compared with 
the flight from Bladensburg. 

I would not be understood as charging General 
Winder with unmilitary conduct. I had ever 
supposed him a brave and honorable man, and 
without more proof I wish still so to consider 
him; and for the sake of this argament it is im- 
material whether he is guilty or innocent. In 
either case your President must be answerable. 
That some one is guilty cannot be doubted, and 
it behooved the President to seek redress for the 
nation who had entrusted him with the preroga- 
tives of his exalted station. Now, sir, let us in- 
quire what was done to satisfy the loud claims 
of an injured people; what to retrieve their Jost 
honor? Nothing—just nothing. It is truea proc- 
lamation was issued, and the enemy “vandalized” 
with sufficient heat and asperity ; but the Secre- 
tary of War, who had become so odious to the 
people that a universal murmur of discontent 
was heard in every direction, and whose infamy 
is attested with chalk and charcoal in rude prose 
and verse upon the solitary walls of your Capitol, 
was solicited, entreated by the President still to 
retain his office. He could not endure the thought 
of parting with his dear friend—this precious 
officer. 

You have, sir, already been pointed to the de- 
struction of the navy yard. It is presumed no 
one doubts that the Secretary of the Navy or- 
dered this destruction; an indiscretion, to say the 
least, so extraordinary that not a single apologist 
can be found to excuse or justify the transaction. 
Well, sir, where is he; dismissed from office as 
not trustworthy? No, sir; but basking in the 
smiles of the President—not a whisper from his 
lips disapproving the act. 

If the Commanding General was guilty, where 
is he? Still in favor without inquiry and with- 
out censure. 

If it is the unyielding determination of the 
President to retain such men in office, to suffer 
the country to be disgraced without requiring 
satisfaction from, or inflicting punishment upon, 
the authors, what, sir. is there left to encourage 
the people to shed their blood or pay their money 
in a cause that affords not a ray of hope? The 
heart sinks with despondence at the prospect. 

We are asked with emphasis, “ Will you suffer 
‘the enemy to everrun the country without oppo- 
‘ sition, jeopardize the Union, and submit to re- 
‘colonization? Will you unnerve the arm of 
‘Government by withholding men and money 
‘ for defence?” Sir, could we believe that voting 
men and money would produce the promised 
effect there would be a sufficient inducement to 
the minority to afford every encouragement to- 
wards the support of the common cause. Had 
we but reasonable grounds to hope that the money 
would be expended to save the country, for one I 
should feel it a duty to contribute my feeble aid 
in furnishing the Administration with cash and 
character. The minority possess as ardent de- 
sires to serve and ennoble their country as can 
be felt on the other side; but examples—actions 
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that speak louder than promises—demonstrate the 
certainty, if men and money should be voted, of 
a failure of the desired object. The regular armies 
are not intended by the men in power for de- 
fence,and the money will not be expended for 
that purpose. If the Capitol of the nation, the 
offices of State, indeed the palace of the Presi- 
dent, were givén up by the high officers, who were 
present, to ravage and conflagration, without an 
attempt to defend them, what reason have we to 
believe that other parts of the Union, less dear 
and interesting to the Cabinet, are to find in 
our armies a more prompt and effectual shield? 
Where, sir, is the benefit in building ships of war, 
if our own torches are to burn them before they 
leave the ways or harbors where they were 
launched? But our country must and will be de- 
fended, and to reason from facts, not by the armies 
under the control of your President, but by the 
militia of the States; not by the money we may 
here vote to levy upon our suffering fellow-citi- 
zens, but at the expense of the States. Look, sir, 
at the examples before you since the commence- 
ment of hostilities and see how many instances 
of defence can be found from regular troops. De- 
troit had regulars, but no defence at the Niagara 
frontier, Sackett’s Harbor, the seaboard in the 
South, Baltimore. In the Eastern States the 
militia have almost alone opposed their breasts 
to an invading enemy ; and at New London they 
not only defended the State, but your vessels 
of war. 

At Plattsburg you have had a striking com- 
ment upon the text. While the enemy, sir, with 
a formidable army hovered upon the frontier 
line, General Izard, by whose order I know not, 
drew off about four thousand of the regulars, and 
left, says the official account, but fifteen hundred. 
to oppose Governor Prevost with fourteen thous- 
and. A place where our fleet, if necessary, might 
have been protected, and where, when no enemy, 
a large regular army was stationed, was instantly 
abandoned when the enemy began to approach; 
and while the hosts of General Izard were march- 
ing South from the field of danger, the militia 
were marching North towards it; and while this 
regular army were enjoying the scene at Lake 
George, a place of fashionable resort, or admiring 
the stupendous scenery at Glenn’s Falls, the mil- 
itia were fighting the British upon the banks of 
Saranac; and this same General Izard and army 
passed through Sackett’s Harbor, to give another 
opportunity to the militia, if invaded, to show 
how capable they were of defending their coun- 
try. Add to all this, the General Government 
have refused to indemnify Massachusetts the ex- 
pense of defence by her militia. 

New York is garrisoned principally by militia, 
and the city has obtained by loan a million of 
dollars to defray the expenses. Whether the 
Government will ultimately reimburse them this 
large sum, remains to be known. 

This, sir, is the state of the country. Such is 
the conduct of men who guide its destinies; 
therefore I beg to be forgiven if I withhold my 
confidence from them, and my vote to furnish 
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them with means not to be used for defence, bur, 
for I know not what new and idle scheme tha: 
may strike the infatuated mind. 

One of the first objects of the Union, was the 
more effectual protection of the States ; and while 
they engaged to pour their wealth into the coffers 
of the General Government, the Government un- 
dertook to reciprocate the contribution, by af. 
fording the arms of the Union, in all its strength, 
for the security and protection of the commerce 
and soil of the United States. 

The commerce is long since fallen a miserable 
sacrifice to the experiments of the Government; 
an enemy has been provoked to attack our soil, 
In the name of common justice permit me to ask, 
what right can you have to demand money of the 
States from which you withhold your promised 
protection? The moment, sir, that the contract- 
ed reciprocity is broken then you have violated 
the bond of union, and you deprive yourself of 
the right to ask for men or money. Indeed, 
sir, you absolve the States from their obligation 
to furnish you with either. 

I deny, sir, that the compact on the part of 
Government has been fulfilled—it has ceased to 
do its duty—and there is too much reason to 
doubt the fidelity to place any confidence in the 
Government. Therefore, sir, if you divest the 
States of the means of defending themselves, by 
draughting away their men and taking away their 
money, you not only infringe the instrument, by 
virtue of which you claim the power, but you do 
an act of injustice—you grieve and oppress. Go 
on with the proposed plans of invasion, taxes, 
and perhaps conscriptions, and what will be the 
consequence? You will beggar the people, pro- 
voke the enemy of your own creating to invade 
the States, and then, af’er you have deprived 
them of the means of security, they will be left 
naked and ruined, to falla prey to the power of 
an enemy enraged by your unsuccessful invasions. 

It is said the Union is in danger, “ and, unless 
we furnish the Government with prompt and 
effectual means, it will be too late.” Sir, tie 
Union, to all beneficial purposes, is already gone. 
Nothing but a name and shadow is left; a shadow 
intangible, empty, and evanescent. Inquire, sir, 
for it is worth your inquiry, what are the benefits 
contemplated by your Constitution that remain 
to the people? Can you vouch that there is one? 
It has been shown, that commerce and protection 
do not exist in any measure in the General Gov- 
erament. Its credit is gone, its strength is worn 
out, and pardon me when I say that the word 
Union cannot be applied to a people among whom 
nothing but a political bond exists, and that so 
worn and weakened that it binds to no beneficial 
purpose. 

It has been also said, over the way, that “union 
is necessary to carry on the war, and give credit 
to the Government.” It is much to be lamented 
that this consideration (which is by no means 
new) had not prevailed before the war was de- 
clared. Gentlemen will not deny that the warn- 
ing voice of the minority told them the danger 
of declaring war against the feelings and wishes, 
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if not of a majority, at least of a powerful minor- 
ity of the people. Yes, sir, they were warned 
with a voice, solemn, argumentative, and pro- 
phetic, and the destructive result has proved with 
what accuracy the contemned expostulation of 
the minority were scorned. It is said that gen- 
tlemen are too late in calling for help. The 
Union is convulsed with those awful spasms that 
are the too certain precursors of dissolution. 

An honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Catuoun) observed, that we must have 
fifty thousand men raised for the next campaign, 
to invade the Canadas. How, sir, can they be 
raised? The most extravagant bounties for sol- 
diers have been offered, and to little purpose ; few 
have been enlisted, and it is thought still fewer 
will enlist on a further attempt; and, could you 
raise a large army, Canada is strongly defended, 
and defies your power. 

The flower of the American army have made 
an attempt; they have fought well; have richly 
earned thanks and praise for themselves, and 


medals for their Generals; they have conquered, | 


and how far have they progressed into the ene- 
my’s country ? Merely obtained a foothold ; and, 
in so doing, the army is almost annihilated. A 
few more victories like those would leave us des- 
titute of a soldier—would leave us glory and ruin. 

The same gentleman also observed, that “the 
aspect of the war was changed, and had now be- 
come defensive.” In fact, sir, this is correct. Our 
enemy have become more powerful by their vic- 
tories, and the consequent peace in Europe. The 
face of our affairs has changed in another respect* 
When the war was declared we were to take the 
Canadas in six weeks, and, after three campaigns, 
we have much less of their country than they 
have of ours. The change of the aspect of the 
war, it seems, ought to admonish us to beware. 
If, when the enemy had Europe to fight, we were 
unable to invade them with success, from whence 
do we derive a hope that we can now succeed, 
when we are their only enemy? I beseech gen- 
tlemen to deceive themselves no longer, but to 
abandon those airy schemes which can never be 
realized; which serve only to sink and ruin their 
country. 

I would ask the honorable gentleman how, if 
he had money, he will obtain men for the inva- 
sion? Surely he cannot be ignorant that men 
will not enlist for that purpose ; and I beg of the 
majority to reflect well before they attempt to 
force men into the ranks. The free and brave 
men of the North and East will never submit to 
the attempt. They will resist to blood those who 
shall encroach upon their liberties, and lamented 
consequences might follow such an attempt. The 
aspect of the war in such acase would change 
and become purely defensive, but it would wear 
frowns more terrible to the invaders than Amer- 
ica has ever witnessed. 

When Mr. 8. had concluded— 

A division of the question having been called 
on the resolution respecting the direct tax, the 
first question put was on the following part: 
“Resolved, that it is expedient to continue the 
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direct tax.” On this question, the votes were— 
For the motion 104, against it 26, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Bur- 
well, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Da- 
na, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, 
Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Griffin, 
Grosvenor, Hall, Hanson, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Humphreys, Hunger- 
ford, Ingham, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Mary 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Oak- 
ley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sharp, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, 
Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey. 


Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bradbury, 
Brigham, Davenport, Hale, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, King of Massachusetts, Lovett, Markell, Moffit, 
Pickering, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John Reed, Ruggles, 
Shipherd, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, and Wilcox. 


The question was then taken on the remaining 
clause of the resolution, “and to increase the same 
100 per cent.”—and decided as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bar- 
bour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Butler, 
Caldwell, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, 
Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Gholson, Glas- 
gow, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, Harris, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Humphreys, Hunger- 
ford, Ingham, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, 
Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Pickens, Pleasants, 
William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, 
Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, 
Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
Yancey—89 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bradbury, 
Brigham, Caperton, Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, 
Franklin, Gaston, Goldsborough, Hale, Hulbert, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, King of Massachusetts, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, Moffit, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, 
Post, Potter, John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Ship- 
herd, Smith of New York, Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, 
White, and Wilcox—37 


So it was determined to continue the present 
direct tax, and increase the same 100 per cent. 

The second resolution, “to increase the duty 
on spirits distilled by an additional duty of twelve 
and a half cents per gallon,” being under con- 
sideration, together with the amendment made 
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in Committee of the Whole, going to increase the 
same to 15 cents per galluu— 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, renewed his motion to 
insert twenty-five instead of fifteen. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, in the course 
of discussion, moved to lay on the table so much 
of the report of the Committee of the Whole as 
applies to the resolution ; which motion was agreed 
to; and then the House adjourned. 





Wepnespay, October 26. 


Mr. INGERSOLL presented a petition of Ste- 
phen Girard, banker, of Philadelphia, setting forth 
that the provisions of the act laying duties on 
the notes of banks, bankers, and certain com- 
panies, which allows a composition, have been 
denied to him in his banking establishment, and 
praying that the provisions of said act may be 
extended to him.—Referred to the Committee of 
Ways aod Means. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, stating that no 
official books or papers were lost, belonging to 
that Department, in consequence of the late in- 
cursion of the enemy. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, being the question on the 
motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, to strike out 
fifteen (the proposed increase of the tax) and in- 
sert twenty-five cents per gallon, in addition to 
the present duty on the capacity of the still. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, spoke in favor of 
an early decision of the question, on this and 
other parts of the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. Wi son, of Pennsylvania, spoke in oppo- 
sition to Mr. Fisx’s motion, at sume length, for 
reasons of a practical nature. 

The question on Mr. Fisk’s motion was then 
determined in the negative—yeas 67, nays 74, as 
follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Avery, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Butler, 
Chappell, Cilley, Comstock, Condict, Cooper, Daven- 
port, Denoyelles, Ely, Evans, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forsyth, Gaston, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hulbert, Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, Moffit, Moseley, Nelson, 
Pickering, Pitkin Post, Potter, John Reed, William 
Reed, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New 
York, Strong, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson of Massa- 
chusetts, Winter, and Wright. 


Nayrs—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Bowen, Brigham, Brown, Burwell, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Clark, Clopton, Conard, Crawford, 
Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Forney, 
Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Johason of Virginia, Johnson 
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of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Ki. 
bourn, King of North Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lewis 
Lyle, Macon, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Moore. 
Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea oj 
Tennessee, Ringgold, Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Vij;. 
ginia, Stanford, Tannehill, Thompson, Udree, White 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancy. 

This motion having been negatived—Mr. Fis, 
moved to amend the amendment of the Com. 
mittee of the Whole by inserting twenty, instead 
of fifteen cents per galion. 

The question on this motion was decided a; 
follows: 


Yxeas—Messrs. Anderson, Avery, Barnett, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, 
Brigham, Butler, Chappell, Cilley, Comstock, Con. 
dict, Conard, Cooper, Crouch, Dana, Davenport, De. 
noyelles, Ely, Evans, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New 
York, Forsyth, Gaston, Gholson, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hawes, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Mas. 
sachusetts, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lovett, 
Lowndes, Markell, Moffit, Moore, Moseley, Nelson, 
Pickering, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John Reed, William 
Reed, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Seybert, Sher. 
wood, Skinner, Smith of New York, Strong, Stur. 
ges, Taggart, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea- 
ton, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, and 
Wright—75. 

Naxys—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Barbour, Bard, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Cald- 
well, Calhoun, Cannon, Clark, Clopton, Crawford, 
Creighton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davis of Peunsylva- 
nia, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Forney, 
Franklin, Geddes, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawkins, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Hungerford, Ingham, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Law, Lewis, Lyle, Macon, 
McCoy, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Newton, 
Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Ringgold, Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Vi- 
ginia, Stanford, Thompson, Udree, White, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey—69. 

So this amendment was carried. 

And the amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole, as last amended, was decided as follows: 
Affirmative votes 70, negative 60. 

So the amendment as amended (that is, to in- 
sert twenty instead of twelve and a half cents 
per gallon, as the additional tax) was agreed to. 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, then moved 
an amendment going to place a duty of — 
cents on every gallon of spirits from domestic 
materials, instead of dividing it between the ca- 
pacity and product of the still. — 

Mr. Y. spoke in support of his amendment, 
which he conceived necessary to do equal jus- 
tice to all distillers. &c. 

Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, spoke in sup- 
port of the motion. He acknowledged the ne- 
cessity of providing a revenue, and there was 00 
better subject of taxation than spirits, provided 
it was not taxed higherthan it could bear. 

Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, also spoke in 
favor of Mr. YaNncey’s motion. 
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Mr. Bayty, of Virginia, proposed to fill the 
blank in Mr. Yancey’s motion with twenty-five, 
and Mr. Fisk, of New York, to fill it with thirty. 
But no motion was at present made on that 


het Incuam, of Pennsylvania, opposed Mr. 


Yancey’s motion. . 
The question on Mr. Yancey’s motion was 
decided in the negative: For the amendment 55, 
against it 67, as follows : 
Yeas—Messrs. Barbour, Barnett, Bayly of Vir- 
ginia, Bowen, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, 


| ' Gannon, Clark, Clopton, Crawford, Culpeper, Desha, 


Duvall, Farrow, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, 
Glasgow, Goodwyn, Hall, Harris, Hawkins, Hopkins 
of Kentucky, Humphreys, Hungerford, Johnson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lewis, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McKee, McLean, Montgom- 
ery, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Sevier, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, 
Stanford, Stuart, Telfair, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bard, 
Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Brown, Calhoun, Chappell, Cilley, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Ely, Eppes, Evans, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Gaston, Geddes, 
Griffin, Hale, Hanson, Hawes, Ingersoll, Ingham, Ir- 
ving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, King of Massachusetts, Lefferts, 
Markell, McCoy, Moffit, Moseley, Nelson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Pleasants, Post, John Reed, William Reed, 


; Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sherwood, Smith 


of New York, Strong, Sturges, Thompson, Udree, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Winter. 


Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, then moved to 
strike out the additional duty of twenty cents 
per gallon, and in liew thereof proposed an addi- 
tional duty of one hundred per cent. on the pres- 
ent duty on stills. This motion was negatived 


- without a divison. 


The question was then taken on the said sec- 
ond resolution, and carried in the affirmative by 
a large majority ; when the direct-tax resolution 
adopted yesterday, and that just agreed to, were 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report bills pursuant thereto. 

And on motion the House adjourned until to- 
morrow. 





Tuurspay, October 27. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Tay or for consideration : 

Resolved, That the standing committees of this 
House, and also the select committees appointed on 
the 2lst day of September last, on the Message of the 
President of the United States, have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McKes, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported the bill from the Senate 
“further extending the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and for returning the 


surveys thereon to the General Land Office,” 
13th Con. 3d Szss.—16 
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without amendment, and the bill was ordered to 
be read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Pieasants, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the resolution from the Senate 
“expressive of the sense of Congress relative to 
the capture of the British sloop Reindeer, by the 
American sloop Wasp ;” and the resolution was 
ordered to be read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
thai the Senate have agreed to the modification 
proposed by the joint committee of conference, 
to the amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the resolutions “ expressive of the sense of Con- 
gress of the gallantry and good conduct with 
which the reputation of the arms of the United 
States has been sustained by Major General 
Brown, Major General Scott, and Brigadiers Rip- 
ley, Miller, Porter, Gaines, and Macomb,” and 
have modified the same accordingly. 


WAR MEASURES, 


Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Military Com- 
mittee, reported a bill making further provision 
for filling the ranks of the Regular Army by 
classifying the free male population of the United 
States. 

[This bill proposes to provide for the division 
of the whole free male population of the United 
States, by the assessors, into classes of twenty-five 
men each; each class to be compelled, under a 
penalty of —— hundred dollars, to furnish, within 
days after the classification aforesaid, an able- 
bodied reeruit for the service of the United States. 
The bill is of some length, and contains very full 
provisions for carrying itself into effect.] 

Mr. Trovp also reported a bill “ To authorize 
the President of the United States to accept the 
services of volunteers whu may associate and 
organize themselves. and offer their services to 
object. ] 

Mr. ‘TRovp also reported a bill “to provide for 
the further defence of the frontiers of the United 
States by authorizing the President to augment 
the present Military Establishment.” 

[This bill proposes to provide, that, “in ad- 
‘dition to the present Military Establishment of 
‘the United States, there be immediately raised 
: ss regiments, in such proportions of infantry, 
‘artillery, riflemen, and eavairy, as the President 
‘of the United States may deem proper, to be 
‘enlisted to serve during the war, unless sooner 
‘ discharged, and limited as to service to the de- 
‘ fence of the frontiers of the United States,” &c.] 

The three bills were severally twice read and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Trovr also laid before the House the fol- 
lowing letter from the Secretary at War to the 
Military Committee: 


Department or Wan, October 17, 1814. 


Sir: The great importance of the subject, and the 
other duties of the Department, which could not fail 
to be very sensibly felt, at so interesting a period, by a 
person who had just taken charge of it, are my apology 
for not answering your letter of the 24th of oes 
at an earlier day, on the defects of the present Military 
Establishment. 
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Due consideration has been bestowed on the subject- 
matter of that letter, and I have now the honor to sub- 
mit to the committee the following report: 

1, That the present Military Establishment, amount- 
ing to sixty-two thousand four hundred and forty-eight 
men, be preserved and made complete, and that the 
most efficient means authorized by the Constitution 
and consistent with the jgeneral rights of our fellow 
citizens be adopted, to fill the ranks, and with the least 
possible delay. 

2. That a permanent force, consisting of at least 
forty dictiiniek men, in addition to the present Military 
Establishment, be raised for the defence of our cities 
and frontiers, under an engagement by the Executive 
with such corps that it shall be employed in that ser- 
vice within certain specified limits, and that a propor- 
tional augmentation of general officers of each grade, 
and other staff, be provided for. 

3. That the corps of engineers be enlarged. 

4. That the ordnance department be amended. 

Respecting the enlargement of the corps of engineers, 
I shall submit hereafter a more detailed communica- 
tion. 

For the proposed amendment of the Ordnance de- 
partment, I submit a report from the senior officer of 
that department in this city, which is approved. 

I shall be ready and happy to communicate such 
further remarks and details on these subjects as the 
committee may desire, and shall request permission to 
suggest hereafter the result of further attention to, and 
reflection on, our Military Establishment generally, 
should anything occur which may be deemed worthy 
its attention. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Hon. G. M. Trovre, 

Chairman Military Committee. 





Explanatory Observations accompanying the Letter 
rom the Secretary of War to the Chairman of the 
Military Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives. 


In providing a force necessary to bring this war to 
a happy termination, the nature of the crisis in which 
we are involved, and the extent of its dangers, claim 
particular attention. If the means are not fully ade- 
quate to the end, discomfiture must inevitably ensue. 

It may be fairly presumed, that it is the object of 
the British Government, by striking at the principal 
sources of our prosperity, to diminish the importance, 
if not to destroy the political existence of the United 
States. If any doubt remained on this subject, it has 
been completely removed by the despatches from our 
Ministers at Ghent, which were lately laid before Con- 
gress. 

A nation contending for its existence against an 
enemy powerful by land and sea, favored in a peculiar 
manner by extraordinary events, must make great cx- 
ertions, and suffer great sacrifices. Forced to contend 
again for our liberties and independence, we are called 
on for a display of all the patriotism which distin- 
guished our fellow-citizens in the first great struggle. 
It may be fairly concluded, that if the United States 
sacrifice any right, or make any dishonorable conces- 
sion to the demands of the British Government, the 
spirit of the nation will be broken, and the foundations 
of their union and independence shaken. The United 
States must relinquish no right, or perish in the strug- 
gle. There is no intermediate ground to rest on. A 
concession on one point, leads directly to the surrender 
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of every other. The result of the contest cannot be 
doubtful. The highest confidence is entertained tha; 
the stronger the pressure, and the greater the danger, 


the more firm and vigorous will be the resistance, anj | 


the more successful and glorious the result. 

It is the avowed purpose of the enemy to lay waste 
and destroy our cities and villages, and to desolate oy; 
coast, of which examples have already been afforded, 
It is evidently his intention to press the war along the 
whole extent of our seaboard, in the hope of exhaust. 
ing equally the spirits of the people, and the nationa! 
resources. There is also reason to presume, that it js 

the intention to press the war from Canada on the 
adjoining States, while attempts are made on the city 
of New York, and other important points, with a view 
to the vain project of dismemberment or subjugation, 
It may be inferred likewise to be a part of the scheme 
to continue to invade this part of the Union, while q 
separate force attacks the State of Louisiana, in the 
hope of taking possession of the city of New Orleans, 
and of the mouth of the Mississippi, that great inlet 
and key to the commerce of all that portion of the 
United States lying westward of the Alleghany moun- 
tains. The peace in Europe having given to the ene- 
my a large disposable force, has essentially favored 
these objects. 


The advantage which a great naval superiority gives 


to the enemy, by enabling him to move troops from | 


one quarter to another, from Maine to the Mississippi, 


a coast of two thousand miles extent, is very consider- | _ 


able. Even a small force moved in this manner for 
the purposes avowed by the British commanders, can- 
not fail to be sensibly felt, more especially by those 
who are most exposed to it. It is obvious, if the mili- 
tia are to be relied on principally for the defence of our 
cities and coasts against their predatory and desolat- 
ing incursions, wherever they may be made, that, by 
interfering with their ordinary pursuits of industry, it 
must be attended with serious interruption and |oss 
to them, and injury to the public, while it greatly in- 
creases the expense. It is an object, therefore, of the 


aa importance, to provide a regular force, with 
the means of transporting it from one quarter to an- 
other along our coast, thereby following the move- 
ments of the enemy with the greatest possible rapidity, 
and repelling the attack wherever it may be made. 
These remarks are equally true as to the militia ser 
vice generally under the present organization of the 
militia, and the short terms of service prescribed by 
law. It may be stated with confidence, that at least 
three times the force in militia has been employed 
our principal cities along the coast, and on the fron- 
tier, in marching to and returning thence, that woull 
have been necessary in regular troops; and that the 
expense attending it has heen more than proportions 
bly augmented, from the difficulty, if not the impos! 


bility, of preserving the same degree of system in the 
militia as in the regular service. 


But it will not be sufficient to repel these predatory 
and desolating incursions. To bring the war to 2 
honorable termination, we must not be contented with 
defending ourselves. Different feelings must be touched, 
and apprehensions excited in the British Government. 
By pushing the war into Canada, we secure the friend- 
ship of the Indian tribes, and command their services, 
otherwise to be turned by the enemy against us; We 
relieve the coast from the desolation which is intended 
for it, and we keep in our hands a safe pledge for 2" 
honorable peace. 
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It follows, from this view of the subject, that it will 
be necessary to bring into the field, next campaign, 
not less than one hundred thousand regular troops. 
Such a force, aided, in extraordinary emergencies, by 
volunteers and militia, will place us above all inquie- 
tude as to the final result of this contest. It will fix, 
on a solid and imperishable foundation, our union and 
independence ; on which the liberties and happiness of 
our fellow-citizens so essentially depend. It will se- 
cure to the United States an early and advantageous 
peace. It will arrest, in the further prosecution of the 
war, the desolation of our cities and our coast, by en- 
abling us to retort on the enemy those calamities which 
our citizens have been already doomed to suffer; a 
resort which self-defence alone, and a sacred regard 
for the rights and honor of the nation, could induce 
the United States to adopt. 

The return of the regular force now in service, laid 
before you, will show how many men will be neces- 
sary to fill the present corps; and the return of the 
numerical force of the present Military Establishment, 
will show how many are required to complete it to the 
number proposed. ‘The next and most important in- 
quiry is, how shall these men be raised? 
isting circumstances, it is evident that the most prompt 
and efficient mode that can be devised, consistent with 
the equal rights of every citizen, ought to be adopted. 
The following plans are respectfully submitted to the 
consideration of the committee. Being distinct in 
their nature, I will present each separately, with the 
considerations applicable to it. 


First Plan.—Let the free male population of the 
United States, between eighteen and forty-five years, 
be formed into classes of one hundred men each, and 
let each class furnish men for the war, within 
thirty days after the classification, and replace them in 
the event of casualty. 

The classification to be formed with a view to the 
equal distribution of property among the several classes. 
If any class fails to provide the men required of it, 
within the time specified, they shall be raised by 
draught on the whole class ; any person thus draughted 
being allowed to furnish a substitute. 

The present bounty in land to be allowed to each 
recruit, and the present bounty in money, which is 
paid to each recruit by the United States, to be paid 
to each draught by all the inhabitants within the pre- 
cinct of the class, within which the draught may be 
made, equally, according to the value of the property 
which they may respectively possess; and if such 
bounty be not paid within days, the same to be 
levied on all the taxable property of the said inhabi- 
tants. And in like manner, the bounty, whatever it 
may be, which may be employed in raising a recruit, 
to avoid a draught, to be assessed on the taxable prop- 
erty of the whole precinct. 

The recruits to be delivered over to the recruiting 
officer in each district, to be marched to such places of 
general rendezvous as may be designated by the De- 
partment of War. 


That this plan will be efficient, cannot be doubted. 
It is evident that the men contemplated may soon be 
raised by it. Three modes occur by which it may be 
carried into effect. Ist. By placing the execution of 
it in the hands of the county courts throughout the 
United States. 2d. By relying on the militia officers 
ineachcounty. 3d. By appointing particular persons 
in each county for that purpose. It is believed that 
either of these modes would be found adequate. 
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Nor does there appear to be any well-founded objec- 
tion to the right in Congress to adopt this plan, or to 
its equality in its application to our fellow-citizens in- 
dividually. Congress have a right, by the Constitu- 
tion, to raise regular armies, and no restraint is im- 
posed in the exercise of it, except in the provisions 
which are intended to guard generally against the 
abuse of power, with none of which does this plan in- 
terfere. It is proposed, that it shall operate on all 
alike, that none shall be exempted from it except the 
Chief Magistrate of the United States, and the Gov- 
ernors of the several States. 


It would be absurd to suppose that Congress could 
not carry this power into effect, otherwise than by ac- 
cepting the voluntary service of individuals. It might 
happen that an army could not be raised in that mode, 
whence the power would have been granted in vain. 
The safety of the State might depend on such an army. 
Long continued invasions, conducted by regular, well- 
disciplined troops, can best be repelled by troops kept 
constantly in the field, and equally well disciplined. 
Courage in an army is in a great measure mechanical. 
A small body, well trained, accustomed to action, gal- 
lantly led on, often breaks three or four times the num- 
ber of more respectable and more brave, but raw and 
undisciplined troops. The sense of danger is dimin- 
ished by frequent exposure to it without harm; and 
confidence, even in the timid, is inspired by a knowl- 
edge that reliance may be placed on others, which can 
grow up only by service together. The grant to Con- 
gress to raise armies was made with a knowledge of 
all these circumstances, and with the intention that it 
should take effect. The framers of the Constitution, 
and the States who ratified it, knew the advantage . 
which an enemy might have over us, by regular forces, 
and intended to place their country on an equal footing. 

The idea that the United States cannot raise a reg- 
ular army in any other mode than by accepting the 
voluntary service of individuals, is believed to be re- 
pugnant to the uniform construction of all grants of 
power, and equally so to the first principles and lead- 
ing objects of the Federal compact. An unqualified 
grant of power gives the means necessary to carry it 
into effect. This is an universal maxim, which admits 
of no exception. Equally true is it, that the conser- 
vation of the State is a duty paramount to all others. 
The Commonwealth has a right to the service of all 
its citizens, or rather, the citizens composing the Com- 
monweath have a right collectively and individually to 
the service of each other, to repel any danger which 
may be menaced. The manner in which the service 
is to be apportioned among the citizens, and ren- 
dered by them, are objects of legislation. All that is 
to be dreaded in such a case, is the abuse of power, 
and happily our Constitution has provided ample secu- 
rity against that evil. ‘. 

In support of this right in Congress, the militia ser- 
vice affords a conclusive proof and striking example. 
The organization of the militia is an act of public 
authority, not a voluntary association. The service 
required must be performed by all, under penalties 
which delinquents pay, The generous and patriotic 
perform them cheerfully. In the alacrity with which 
the call of the Government has been obeyed, and the 
cheerfulness with which the service has been performed 
throughout the United States by the great body of the 
militia, there is abundant cause to rejoice in the 
strength of our Republican institutions, and in the 
virtue of the people. 
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The plan proposed is not more compulsive than the 
militia service, while it is free from most of the objec- 
tions to it. The militia service calls from home, for 
long terms, whole districts of the country. Noie can 
elude the call. Few can avoid the service, and those 
who do, are compelled to pay great sums for substi- 
tutes. This plan fixes on no one personally, and opens 
to all who choose it a chance of declining the service. 
It is a principal object of this plan to engage in the 
defence of the State the unmarried and youthful, who 
can best defend it and best be spared, and to secure 
to those who render this important service, an ade- 
quate compensation from the voluntary contribution 
of the more wealthy in every class. Great confidence 
is entertained that such contribution will be made in 
time to avoid a draught. Indeed it is believed to be 
the necessary and inevitable tendency of this plan to 
produce that effect. 


The limited power which the United States have in 
organizing the militia may be urged as an argument 
against their right to raise regular troops in the mode 
proposed. If any argument could be drawn from that 
circumstance, I should suppose that it would be in 
favor of an opposite conclusion. The power of the 
United States over the militia has been limited, and 
that for raising regular armies granted without limita- 
tion. There was, doubtless, some object in this ar- 
rangement. The fair inference seems to be, that it 
was made on great consideration; that the limitation 
in the first instance was intentional, the consequence 
of the unqualified grant of the second. 

But it is said, that by drawing from the militia ser- 
vice into the regular army, and putting them under 
* regular officers, you violate a principle of the Consti- 
tution which provides that the militia shall be com- 
manded by their own officers. If this was the fact the 
conclusion would follow. But it is not the fact. The 
men are not drawn from the militia, but from the pop- 
ulation of the country; when they enlist voluntarily, 
it is not as militiamen that they act, but as citizens. 
If they are draughted it must be in the same sense. 
In both instances they are enrolled in the Militia 
corps, but that, as is presumed, cannot prevent the 
voluntary act in the one instance, or the compulsivein 
the other. The whole population of the United States 
within certain ages belong to these corps. If the Uni- 
ted States could not form regular armies from them 
they could raise none. 


Tn proposing a draught as one of the modes of rais- 

ing men in case of actual necessity in the present 
great emergency of the country, I have thought it my 
duty to examine such objections to it as occurred, 
particularly those of a Constitutional nature. It is 
from my sacred regard for the principles of our Con- 
stitution that I have ventured to trouble the Commit- 
tee with any remarks on this part of the subject. 
_ Should it appearthat this mode of raising recruits was 
justly objectionable on account of the tax on property, 
from difficulties which may be apprehended in the ex- 
ecution, or from other causes, it may be advisable to 
decline the tax, and for the Government to pay the 
whole bounty. 

In this case it is proposed that, in lieu of the present 
bounty, the sum of fifty dollars be allowed to each re- 
cruit or draught at the time of his engagement, and 
one hundred acres of land in addition to the present 
bounty in land, for every year that the war may con- 
tinue. 

It is impossible to state with mathematical accuracy 


eee 


the number which will be raised by the ratio of fou; 
to one hundred, or one to twenty-five, nor is it neces. 
sary. It is probable that it will be rather more than 
sufficient to fill the present corps. The extra number, 
in that case, may form a part of the local force in con. 
templation, a power to that effect being given to the 
President. 

No radical change in the present Military Establish. 
ment is proposed. Should any modification be found 
necessary, on further consideration, it will form the 
subject of a separate communication. It is thought 
advisable, in general, to preserve the corps in their pres- 
ent form, and to fill them with new recruits in the 
manner stated. All these corps have already seen ser- 
vice, and many of them acquired in active scenes much 
experience and useful knowledge. By preserving them 
in their present form, and under their present officers, 
and filling them with new recruits, the improvement 
of the latter will be rapid. In two or three months it 
will be difficult to distinguish between the new and 
old levies. 


The additional force to be provided amounts to forty 
thousand men. Of this it is proposed that local corps 
be raised, to consist partly of infantry, partly of mount- 
ed men, and partly of artillery. There is reason to be- 
lieve that such corps may be raised in the principal 
cities, and even on the frontier, to serve for the war, 
under an engagement as to the limit beyond which 
they should not be carried. Every able-bodied citizen 
is willing and ready to fight for his home, his family, 
and his country when invaded. Of this we have seen, 
in the present year, the most honorable and gratifying 
proofs. It does not suit all, however, to go great dis- 
tances from home. ‘This generous and patriotic spirit 
may be taken advantage of, under proper arrange- 
ments, with the happiest effect to the country, and 
without essential inconvenience to the parties. 

The officers who may be appointed to command 
these corps should be charged with recruiting them. 
Local defence being their sole object, it may be pre- 
sumed that the corps will soon be raised. Patriotism 
alone will furnish a very powerful’ motive. It seems 
reasonable, however, that some recompense should be 
made to those who relieve others from the burden. 
One hundred acres of land and fifty dollars to each re- 
cruit will, it is presumed, be deemed sufficient. 

It is proposed that this additional force shall forms 
part of any plan that may be adopted. 


Second Plan.—This plan consists of a classification 
of the militia, and the extension of their terms 0! 
service. 

Let the whole militia of the United States be divided 
into the following classes, viz : 

All free male persons capable of service, between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five, into one class ; 
all those between the ages of twenty-five and thirty- 
two into another class; and those between thirty-two 
and forty-five into a third class. 

It is proposed, also, that the President shall have 
power to call into the service any portion of either of 
these classes, which, in his judgment, the exigencies 
of the country may require, to remain in service tw° 
years from the time each corps shall be assembled st 
the appointed place of rendezvous. 

It is believed that a shorter term than two years 
would not give to these corps the efficiency in military 
operations that is desired, and deemed indispensable, 
nor avoid the evils that are so sensibly felt, and gener- 
ally complained of, under the present arrangement. 








488 
814, 


"four 
eces- 
than 
nber, 
con- 


0 the 


dlish- 
ound 

the 
ught 
pres- 
| the 
\ Ser- 
nuch 
hem 
cers, 
nent 
hs it 
and 


forty 
orps 
unt- 
» be- 
“ipal 
war, 
hich 
izen 
nily, 
een, 
4 
dis- 
pirit 
\ge- 
and 


and 
em. 
pre- 
SID 
ems 
1 be 
den. 
| Tes 


m a 


ars 
Ary 
le, 
er- 
nt. 





i 
| 


be elas re 


489 





OcroseR, 1814. 











It requires two campaigns to make a complete soldier, 
especially where the corps, officers and men, are alike 
raw and inexperienced. In the interim, the numbers 
must be multiplied to supply the defect of discipline. 
And it requires the extension of the term of service, to 
avoid the additional proportional augmentation of hav- 
ing so many in the field at the same time, in marching 
to the frontier and returning from it. The inconveni- 
ence to the parties, and loss to the community in other 
respects, need not be repeated. It is proper to add, 
only, that if substitutes are allowed in the service, it 
must put an end to the recruiting of men for the reg- 
ular army, especially the old corps. Of the justice of 
this remark, what has occurred in the present year 
has furnished full proof. It follows that, if this plan 
is adopted, the militia must be relied on principally, if 
not altogether, in the further prosecution of the war. 

The additional force for local service, amounting to 
forty thousand men, will likewise form a part, as al- 
ready observed, of this plan. 

Third Plan.—It is proposed to exempt every five 
men from militia service, who shall find one to serve 
for the war. Itis probable that some recruits might be 
raised in this mode, in most or all the States. But it 
is apprehended that it would prevent recruiting in 
every other mode, by the high bounty which some of 
the wealthy might give. he consequence would 
probably be very injurious, as it is not believed that any 
great number could be raised in this mode. 


Fourth Plan.—Should all the preceding plans be 
found objectionable, it remains that the present system 
of recruiting be adhered to, with an augmentation of 
the bounty in land. Should this be preferred, it is ad- 
vised that, in addition to the one hundred and sixty 
acres of land now given, one hundred be allowed an- 
nually for every year while the war lasts. 

These plans are thought more deserving the atten- 
tion of the committee than any that have occurred. 
The first, for the reasons stated, is preferred. It is 
believed that it will be found more efficient against the 
enemy, less expensive to the public, and less burden- 
some on our fellow-citizens. 

It has likewise the venerable sanction of our Revo- 
lution. In that great struggle, resort was had to this 
expedient for filling the ranks of our regular Army, 
and with decisive effect. 

It is not intended by these remarks, should the first 
plan be adopted, to dispense altogether with the service 
of the militia, Although the principal burden of the 
war may thereby be taken from the militia, reliance 
must still be placed on them for important aids, espe- 
cially in cases of sudden invasion. For this purpose, 
it will still be advisable that the men be classed accord- 
ing to age, and that their term of service be prolonged. 
Even should this plan be attended with all the advan- 
tages expected of it, such an arrangement could not fail 
to produce the happiest effect. The proof which it 
would afford of the impregnable strength of the country, 
of the patient virtue and invincible spirit of the people, 
would admonish the enemy how vain and fruitless his 
invasions must be, and might dispose him to a speedy, 
just, and honorable peace. Of the very important ser- 

vices already rendered by the militia, even under the 
present organization, too much cannot be said. 

If the United States make the exertion which is 
proposed, it is probable that the contest will soon be at 
anend. It cannot be doubted that it is in their power 
to expel the British forces from this continent, should 
the British Government, by persevering in its unjust 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


War Measures. 





490 





H,. or R. 








demands, make that an object with the American 
people. Against our united and vigorous efforts, the 
resistance of the enemy will soon become light and 
feeble. Success in every fair and honorable claim, is 
within our easy grasp. And surely the United States 
have every possible inducement to make the effort ne- 
cessary to secure it. I should insult the understanding 
and wound the feelings of the committee, if I touched 
on the calamities incident to defeat. Dangers which 
are remote, and can never be realized, excite no alarm 
with a gallant and generous people. But the advan- 
tages of success have a fair claim to their deliberate 
consideration. The effort we have already made has 
attracted the attention and extorted the praise of other 
nations. Already have most of the absurd theories 
and idle speculations on our system of government 
been refuted and put down. We are now felt and re- 
spected as a Power; and it is the dread which the 
enemy entertain of our resources and growing import- 
ance, that has induced him to push the war against us, 
after its professed objects had ceased. Success, by 
discomfiture of his schemes, and the attainment of an 
honorable peace, will place the United States on higher 
ground, in the opinion of the world, than they have 
held at any former period. In future wars, their com- 
merce will be permitted to take its lawful range unmo- 
lested. Their remonstrances to foreign Governments 
will not again be put aside unheeded. Few will be 
presented, because there will seldom be occasion for 
them. Our Union, founded on interest and affection, 
will have acquired new strength by the proof it will 
have afforded of the important advantages attending it. 
Respected abroad and happy at home, the United States 
will have accumplished the great objects for which 
they have so long contended. As a nation, they will 
haye little to dread; as a people, little to desire. 


Extract from Marshall's Life of Washington, volume 
4th, page 241. 

‘“‘In general, the Assemblies (of the States) followed 
the example of Congress, and apportioned, on the sev- 
eral counties within the State, the quota to be fur- 
nished by each. This division of the State was again 
to be subdivided into classes, and each class was to 
furnish a man by contributions or taxes imposed on 
itself. In some instances, a draught was to be used in 
the last resort; in others, the man was to be recruited 
by persons appointed for that purpose, and the class to 
be taxed with the sum given for his bounty.” 


Extract from Ramsay's Life of Washington, volume 
2d, page 246. 

“ When voluntary enlistments fell short of the pro- 
posed number, the deficiencies were, by the laws of sev- 
eral States, to be made up by draughts or lots from the 
militia. ‘The towns in New England, and the coun- 
ties in the Middle States, were respectively called on 
for a specified number of men. Such was the zeal of 
the people of New England, that neighbors would 
often club together to engage one of their number to 
go into the Army. Maryland directed her lieutenants 
of counties to class all the property in their respective 
counties into as many equal classes as there were men 
wanted ; and each class was by law obliged, within ten 
days thereafter, to furnish an able-bodied recruit during 
the war; and, in case of their neglecting or refusing to 
do so, the county lieutenants were authorized to pro- 
cure men at their expense, at any rate not exceeding 
fifteen pounds in every hundred pounds worth of prop- 
erty classed agreeably to law. Virginia likewise classed 
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her citizens, and called upon the respective classes for 
every fifteenth man for public service. Pennsylvania 
concentrated the requisite power in the President, Mr. 
Reed, and authorized him to draw forth the resources 
of the State, under certain limitations, and if necessary 
to declare martial law over the State. The execution 


of these arrangements, although uncommonly vigorous, 
lagged far behind.” 


WAYS AND MEANS, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the re- 
port of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The resolution for imposing an additional duty 
on postage being under consideration, together 
with the amendment going to increase the rates 
of postage one hundred instead fifty of per cent. of 
their present amount, after considerable debate, 
the question on inserting “one hundred” instead of 
“fifty per cent.” was decided in the affirmative: 
For one hundred 95, against it 45, as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Bur- 
well, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, 
Clopton, Comstock, Condict,Conard, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lowndes, Lyle, 
Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgom- 
ery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pick- 
ens, Pleasants, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Stuart, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward 
of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Wright. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Cooper, Culpeper, Daven- 

rt, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hulbert, 

ackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moffit, Moseley, Oakley, Pick- 
ering, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John Reed, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Ruggles, Schureman, Sherwood, Shipherd, 
Smith of New York, Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 


Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachu- 
setts. 


The question to adopt the resolution (as amend- 
ed) to increase the present rates of postage, was 
then stated. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, assigned, as 
the principal reason why he should vote against 
this tax, that this was not a subject, the revenue 
on which could be safely or properly pledged to 
the public creditor. The revenue therefrom ac- 
cruing, in fact, he conceived to be exclusively 

ledged to the perfection of the Post Office Estab- 
ishment. 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
as amended, and carried: For the postage-tax 96, 
against it 47, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 


Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Bradley, 


Brown, Bur- 
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Chappell, 
Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creigh. 
ton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Far. 
row, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hail, 
Hanson, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hop. 
kins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, John. 
son of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pear. 
son, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, 
Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Stuart, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson 
of Pennsylvania, and Wright. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cil- 
ley, Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kent of New York, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, 
Moffit, Moseley, Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Post, Pot- 
ter, John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Smith of New York, Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachu- 
setts. 

The next question for consideration presented 
itself in the following words: “Resolved, That it 
is expedient to add one hundred per cent. to the 
present duty on sales at auction ;” and was agreed 
to without debate. 

The next resolution was that embracing a tax, 
among other articles, on cotton yarn, and other 
manufactures, furniture, &c. 

The questions to concur with the Committee 
of the Whole in striking out “cotton, yarn, and 
shoes,” (that is, exempting them from taxation,) 
were decided in the affirmative without debate; 
as also was the proposition for taxing all manu- 
factured paper at the rate of five per cent. 

The amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole to this resolution, having been gone 
through— 

Mr. Oakey, of New York, moved to strike out 
“tallow candles ;” to which motion, Mr. J. Reep 
proposed to add “spermaceti” candles. But, that 
motion not being in order, as an amendment to 
Mr. OakKLeEy’s motion, the question was taken by 
yeas and nays on striking out “tallow candles,” 
and decided in the negative. For exempting 
“tallow candles” 59, against it 74, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Burwell, 
Butler, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, Con- 
ard, Cooper, Crawford, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Ely, Fisk of New York, 
Forsyth, Geddes, Hale, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Markel!,, 
Moffit, Moseley, Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Post, Pot- 
ter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Sage, Schure- 
man, Seybert, Shipherd, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, 
Taylor, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Avery, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
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, Clopton, Condict, Creighton, Dana, Desha, 
ees eae Evans, Farrow, Forney, Frank- 
lin, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hungerford, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Pleas- 
ants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, 
Sevier, Sharp, Sherwood, Skinner, Smith of ‘N. York, 
Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Tel- 
fair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, and Wilson 
of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. J. Reep then moved to strike out “ sperma- 
ceti” candlés, on account of the peculiarly oppres- 
sive operation of such a tax on the island of Nan- 
tucket and town of New Bedford, in Massachu- 
setts. After further debate, the question was put, 
and decided in the negative by yeas and nays. 
For striking out “spermaceti” 50, against it 73, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Caldwell, Cham- 

ion, Cilley, Dana, Davenport, Duvall, Ely, Fisk of 

ermont, Fisk of New York, Gaston, Hale, Irving, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of N. York, 
Law, Lefferts, Lovett, Markell, McKee, Moffit, Mose- 
ley, Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Post, John Reed, Wil- 
liam Reed, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, Sherwood, 
Skinner, Smith of New York, Strong, Sturges, Tag- 
gart, T'aylor, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Webster, Wheaton, and Wilcox. 


Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bar- 
bour, Barnett, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Burwell, Cal- 
houn, Cannon, Chappell, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, 
Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Forney, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Geodwyn, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford, Ingham, Jackson of Virginia, John- 
son of Virginia, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lewis, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Nelson, 
Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Seybert, 
Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Tannehill, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, and Winter. 








Mr. Bigeow, of Massachusetts, then moved to 
strike out the word “leather,” so as to exempt it 
from taxation; which motion, Mr. B. supported 
atsome length. The motion was negatived by a 
considerable majority. 

Mr. WaeaTon, of Massachusetts, then moved 
to strike out the article “ nails, manufactured by 
machinery.” In supportof which motion, he made 
some remarks, to which Mr. Eppes replied. And 
the motion was negatived without a division. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, then moved to 
strike out so much of the resolution now under 
consideration as proposes to tax “furniture” above 
a certain value, (beds, bedding, kitchen furniture, 
and articles of domestic manufacture, excepted ;) 
which motion was. without debate, decided in the 
negative. For the motion 43, against it 72, as 
follows: 
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Yxuas—Messrs. Anderson, Baylies, Bigelow, Boyd, 
Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, 
Cilley, Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Farrow, 
Gaston, Hale, Hasbrouck, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Johnson of Virginia, Kent of New York, Law, Lewis, 
Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Post, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Sey- 
bert, Sherwood, Sturges, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Ward of New Jersey, Wheaton, White, Wilcox. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, 
Bowen, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clopton, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Duvall, Eppes, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Grif- 
fin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Virg’a, 
Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, 
McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Nelson, Newton, Pick- 
ens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Robertson, Sage, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of New York, 
Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Tannehill, Taylor, Tel- 
fair, Troup, Udree, and Wilson of Pennsylvania. 


The question was then stated on the whole 
resolution, (which goes to tax sundry articles of 
manufacture, besides those mentioned in the fore- 
going.) 
| Mr. Oak ey, of New York, stated that he was 

friendly to some and opposed to others of the taxes 
embraced in this resolve, and should therefore 
vote against the whole, reserving the right to vote 
for the bills for laying some of these taxes, when 
they should be brought in. 

The question on the adoption of the whole of 
the resolution (as amended by striking out “ cot- 
ton yarn” and “ hats”) was decided in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 76, nays 34, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bar- 
bour, Barnett, Bowen, Bradley, Burwell, Butler, Cald- 
well, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clopton, Condict, 
Conard, Crawford,Creighton, Dana, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New 
York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hungerford, Ingham, Irving, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, 
McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Nelson, Newton, Pick- 
ens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Robertson, Sage, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of New York, 
Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, 
Cooper, Ely, Gaston, Hale, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Oakley, Pear- 
son, Pickering, Pitkin, John Reed, William Reed, 
Ruggles, Seybert, Sherwood, Stanford, Sturges, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, and Wilcox. 


The next resolution is, “ That it is expedient 
to class the retailers of foreign merchandise, and 
add 50 per cent to the present duty thereon.”— 
Agreed to. 

The next resolution was, so to impose a duty 
on plated harness, combined with the tax on car- 
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riages, as to add to the present duty on carriages 
100 pe r cent. 

e eighth and last resolution, “That it is 
expedient to establish a National Bank, with 
branches in the several States,” being under con- 
sideration— 

On motion, the House adjourned. 


rr 


Fripay, October 28, 

Mr. Troup, from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments proposed by the Senate to the reso- 
lutions expressive of the sense of Congress of the 
gallantry and good conduct with which the rep- 
‘utation of the arms of the United Stateshas been 
sustained by Major General Brown, Major Gen- 
eral Scott, and Brigadiers Ripley, Miller, Porter, 
‘Gaines, and Macomb, made a report; which was 
read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doagree to the mod- 
ification of the said amendments, as proposed by 
the committee of conference. 

The bill from the Senate to give a further time 
for locating Virginia military land warrants was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution from the Senate expressive of 
the sense of Congress relative to the victory of 
the Wasp over the Reindeer, was read a third 
time, and passed unanimously. 

Mr. Dana, of Massachusetts, laid before the 
House the petition of John Appleton, who being 
appointed Priveipal Assessor of the Tenth Dis- 
trict of Massachusetts, performed all the duties 
of said office, when his nomination was rejected 
by the Senate, in consequence of which refusal 
to confirm his appointment, he loses the compen- 
sation due him; and praying that it may be di- 
rected to be paid to him.—Referred to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting the information 
requested by the House in relation to the retalia- 
tion prisoners; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Witttam Reep, of Massachusetts, after 
remarking, that he had understood there was be- 
fore the Senate a bill for the increase of the naval 
force of the United States, in order to acquire in- 
formation necessary to enable the House to act 
understandingly on the subject, submitted a re- 
solve for consideration, which, after undergoing 
some modification, presented itself in the follow- 


ue ae 
olved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and 
hhe is hereby, directed to report to this House, a state- 
ment of the number of armed vessels belonging to the 
United States, at the declaration of the existing war, 
designating the names and force of each, and their 
t condition; also, the number and rate of new 

vessels, authorized and directed by law, since that 
time; the progress made in execution of these laws, 
and, if not completed, the causes that have prevented 
their execution. 

After some desultory conversation, as to the 
state of the information on this subject, the res- 
olution was ordered to lie on the table. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
remaining part of the report of the Committee of 
the Whole—it being a resolution “ that it is ex. 
pedient to establish a National Bank with branch. 
es in the several States.” 

Mr. Post, of New York, hoped the chairman, 
or some member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, would explain the reasons on which the 
prepevean was founded. 

r. Cuopron, of Virginia, called upon gentle. 
men in favor of the proposition to show in what 
part of the Constitution was contained the power 
to establish a National Bank. Having always 
himself denied the Constitutional poyver, and the 
House having so decided six years ago, he could 
not see what had oceurred to change the nature 
of the Constitutional question. Unless his ob- 
jections on this head were removed, he must cer- 
tainly vote against this proposition. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, said his sentiments in 
relation to this question were well known, and 
were notchanged. However necessary he might 
believe the agency of such an institution at the 
present moment, he could not give his consent to 
a measure which he believed contrary to the Con- 
stitution, For the reasons in favor of the resolve 
which he had reported in obedience to the in- 
structions of the committee, he referred to Mr. 
Dallas’s report ; and to the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee who favored it. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, expressed himself 
decidedly in favor of the establishment of a bank, 
but, in order toobviate objections, some might con- 
scientiously entertain on Constitutional grounds, 
he was of opinion that the bank ought to be loca- 
ted within this Disiriet. He therefore moved to 
amend the resolve by inserting therein the word: 
“ within the District of Columbia.” 

Mr. Burwe tt, of Virginia, said he had no doubt 
of the power of Congress to establish a bank o/ 
the kind proposed, in the District of Columbia; 
but he should vote against the amendment, be- 
cause he believed such a bank would not at all 
assist the finances of the Government. He wa: 
also entirely hostile to the establishment of a bank 
on the principles recommended in the Secretary’s 
report as its basis, for reasons growing out of theit 
general impracticability and inexpediency. 

Mr. Dovatt, of Kentucky, said he was opposed 
to the pores amendment, because it would de- 
stroy the utility of the bank, so far as regards its 
issuing a medium which should possess the gen- 
eral confidence, and he was opposed to it also be- 
cause the adoption of it would virtually sanction 
the construction, which he denied, that it was not 
Constitutional to establish a bank with branches 
in the several States. Mr. D. was proceeding to 
argue in support of the Constitutionality of a 
bank—when 

Mr. Wricut withdrew the amendment which 
he had i ee 

Mr. Stanrorp, of North Carolina, moved to 
strike out of the resolve the following words: 
“with branches in the several States.” Some 
gentlemen, he said, were of opinion a bank might 
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= 
be established adequate to all necessary purposes, 
having no branches, but arrangements with some 
one or more banks now existing in each State. 
He was in favor of leaving the question as broad 
ssible. 
* Mr. Douvatt resumed his argument on the Con- 
stitutional question, which he examined with no 
little ability and ingenuity. He chiefly rested 
his opinion of the power to incorporate a bank 
on that section of the Constitution which ro- 
hibits the States to coin money, or issue “ bills of 
credit ;” which negation of power, he apprehend- 
ed, implied the existence of the power in Congress. 
If Congress had not power under the Constitution 
of the United States to establish a bank or banks, 
nearly or all the States had violated their own 
State constitutions as well as the Constitution of 
the United States, in authorizing the circulation 
of bank notes, which, call them what you will, 
are “ bills of credit.” Mr. D. went deeper still 
into this question, and concluded with expressing 
his decided hostility to the proposed amendment, 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, having no 
doubt of the constitutionality of a National Bank, 
entreated gentlemen to vote down the proposed 
amendment; because, if adopted, it would hold 
out fallacious ideas of the adequacy of a bank 
without branches, to be established within this 
District, which would no more relieve the em- 
barrassment of our finances, than will the five 
and ten cents bills issued by the Corporation of 
this City and Georgetown, He should vote for 
the general proposition. As for the Secretary’s 

roposition, tt was a felo de se ; and many of its 
atures could not be sanctioned in this House. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, said, that one of 
his earliest convictions.on political topics, was, 
that this Government had no power to establish 
a National Bank ; but, if it is to be established, 
he was clearly of opinion it ought to be on gen- 
eral principles. In order to give the question full 
and ample consideration on the widest national, 
just, and general objects, he should vote against 
the amendment, without intending in any way tuo 
sanction the idea that Congress has the power 
“to establish a National Bank with branches in 
the several States.” 

Mr. CLropron made a number of observations 
in reply to the argument of Mr. Duvatt. The 
true principle of construction of the Constitution 
being, that all powers not expressly delegated are 
reserved, he contended that Congress could by no 
forced construction, derive the power to establish 
a National Bank. 

Mr. Wi son, of Pennsylvania, predicated his 
views in favor of the resolution, and against the 
amendment, on the statement of facts and rea- 
soning of the Secretary of the Treasury, on this 
subject, which combined, he believed to be con- 
elusive. 

Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, expressed surprise 
that the opposition to this measure, declared by 
the Secretary of the Treasury to be necessary not 
only to the maintenance but to the restoration of 
the public credit, proceeded from those who had, 
in every other respect, been the most zealous and 
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inflexible in their pursuit of measures to sustain 
the operations of the Government. He had no 
doubt of the power of the Government to estab- 
lish a National Bank as an instrument of finance, 
and entered into a train of reasoning with his 
usual acumen, as well to prove this, as to prove 
the injury which had resulted from the refusal to 
recharter the late Bank of the United States. As 
to establishing the bank within this District, for 
all present practical purposes, it might as well be 
established in Abyssinia. He was decidedly op- 
posed to the motion now under consideration. 

The question on Mr. Sranrorp’s motion to 
strike out the words, “ with branches in the sev- 
eral States,” was decided by yeas and nays in the 
negative. For the motion 14, against it 138, as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bard, Burwell, Clopton, Crawford, 
Gholson, Hall, Hungerford, Johnson of Virginia, Ma- 
con, Nelson, Newton, Pleasants, Smith of Virginia, and 
Stanford. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, 
Brown, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clark, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Cooper, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Ely, Eppes, Evans, 
Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Glasgow, 
Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Jackson of Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, 
King of North Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Markell, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
Mclean, Moffit, Montgomery, Moore, Moseley, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Piper, Pitkin, Post, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold,Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, 
Schureman, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Skinner, Smith of New York, Strong, Sturges, 
Taggart, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Troup, 
Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson of Mas- 
sachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, Wright, 
and Yancey. 

The question being stated on the passage of the 
resolution— 

Mr. Post, of New York, said, under present 
impressions, he should vote against it, because the 
idea it embraced was illusive, and its object im- 
practicableatthe present moment ; toshow which 
he made a number of remarks going to establish 
the insufficiency of such a measure to remedy the 
general want of confidence among individuals as 
well as in the banks, which at present prevailed. 

The question on the adoption of the resolution 
was decided by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bradley, 
Brown, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles, Duvall, Earle, Farrow, Findley, 
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Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Gaston, Geddes, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hanson, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hul- 
bert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, 
Lyle, Markell, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, 
Moore, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pearson, Pickens, 
Piper, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New 
York, Strong, Sturges, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Thompson, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, Wright, and Yan- 
cey—93. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Bard, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Burwell, Champion, 
Cilley, Clopton, Crawford, Davenport, Desha, Ely, 
Eppes, Evans, Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, 
Hale, Hall, Hawkins, Humphreys, Hungerford, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Virginia, Kennedy, King of Massachusetts, Law, Ma- 
con, Moseley, Nelson, Newton, Pitkin, Pleasants, Post, 
Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Ringgold, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, Smith 
of Virginia, Stanford, Taggart, Vose, Wheaton, Wil- 
cox, and Wilson of Massachusetts—54. 

So the resolution was agreed to, and this, to- 
gether with the other resolutions, were referred 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, to bring 
in bills accordingly. 





Saturpay, October 29. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, stating that the 
whole of the books, papers, trophies in his office, 
except the furniture, were preserved, and are 
now entire; and that all the books and papers 
in the Accountant’s Office, except those papers 
relative to accounts settled and transmitted to the 
Treasury Department, have been preserved. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Moses Alley ; 
which was read, and the resolution therein con- 
tained was concurred in by the House. The re- 
port is as follows: 


That, at the declaration of war against Great Britain, 
and for some time previous thereto, the petitioner was 
an inhabitant of Upper Canada; in the Summer or 
Autumn of the year 1812, he came to the United States 
and reported himself to General Dearborn, who then 
commanded on the Northern frontier. Being consid- 
ered of suspicious character, he was arrested by mili- 
tary authority, and sent to Greenbush, in New York, 
for examination; at the time of his arrest, he had in 
his possession a sorrel stud-horse, which was, by direc- 
tions of the officer who arrested him, placed in the pos- 
session of a Mr. Benjamin Van Vleek for safe-keeping, 
at the expense of the United States, until he should 
receive further orders how to dispose of him. He kept 
the horse until the 16th of April, 1813, when, having 
had his house and property consumed by fire, he de- 
livered the horse over for safe-keeping to a Mr. Norton, 
of Lewis county. He kept him until September, 1813, 
when he sold him, at the price of twenty dollars, to 
pay for his keeping. It does not appear to the com- 
mittee who was the purchaser; but, from the manner 
in which the account for keeping the horse is credited, 


nh 
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it is presumed that Norton himself was the purchaser, 
It oppears, also, to the committee, from the certificate 
of Generals Wilkinson and Dearborn, that the charge 
against the petitioner was not well founded. He they 
received an order from General Wilkinson for his horse, 
to be delivered to him clear of the expense of keeping; 
but, upon application, found that he been sold to 
pay that expense. The petitioner asks of Congress 
the value of the horse. 

The committee are of opinion that the United States 
are under no legal obligation to pay for the horse; jf 
the petitioner had a good title to the property, it js 
presumed he would be entitled to recover his value of 
the man in whose possession he was placed by the 
officer. Having been put in his 10N upon con- 
ditions, and with instructions to keep him at public 
expense, it is believed he was not liable to be sold for 
that expense ; they therefore recommend the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 

Mr. Ciopton, of Virginia, introduced into the 
House, with a few appropriate observations, the 
following resolution: 

“Tt being a duty particularly incumbent, in a time 
of public calamity and war, humbly and devoutly to 
acknowledge our dependence on Almighty God, and 
to implore his aid and protection: Therefore, 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That a joint committee of both Houses 
wait on the President of the United States, and request 
that he recommend a day of public humiliation, prayer, 
and fasting, to be observed by the people of the United 
States, with religious solemnity, ona the offering of 
fervent supplications to Almighty God, for the safety of 
these States; his blessings on their arms, and a speedy 
restoration of peace.” 

The resolution was twice read, and referred 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

The House resumed the consideration of a res- 
olution offered a few days ago by Mr. Tay or 
of New York, which was agreed to in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That the Standing Committees of this 
House, and also the select committees appointed on the 
21st day of September last, on the Message of the Pres- 
ident United States, have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


THE WAYS AND MEANS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to authorize a loan not ex- 
ceeding —— dollars. 

Mr. Epres,.of Virginia, moved to fill the blank 
for the amount to be borrowed, with three mil- 
lions. TheSecretary of the Treasury had recom- 
mended, in his letter, a larger sum to be borrowed; 
but since that letter had been written, it was ascer- 
tained that three of the six millions of stock pro- 
posed to be sent to Europe for sale had not yet left 
the country, and the President had determined to 
retain it. The retention of this stock from the 
market would, by so much as its amount, reduce 
the additional amount necessary to be authorized. 
It was therefore determined to ask only for three 
millions on this occasion. 

The blank was filled accordingly. 
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rance of public policy—who had shown an inca- 


Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, moved to amend 
the bill by adding thereto the following proviso : 

«Provided, also, That the making the loan authori- 
zed by this bill, the President shall in no case and in 
no way contract for a greater interest or premium than 
eight per cent. per annum.” 

Mr. Grosvenor said, he had offered the amend- 
ment in the belief, nay, the sameenry, Se public 
credit and confidence would never be restored to 
any Government which supplied the treasury by 
loans, at the rate, and in the manner heretofore 
adopted by the President. To former bills sit.- 
ilar amendments had been moved and rejected, 
and what had been the consequence? Let gen- 
tlemen cast their eyes upon the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury at the commencement of 
the session. The Government had, under a bill 
just like the present, gone into the market for 
twenty-five millions. I[t first proposed for a part 
of that sum, to wit: ten millions. As it was well 
understood, by the influence of one man, a condi- 
tion had been annexed to the ten millions then 
taken, of a most ruinous and extortionate char- 
acter. That condition he need not state, because 
it was known to all; nor should he go over the 
calculations made the other day by his honorable 
friend from New York, (Mr. ed If that 
gentleman was correct, and not a doubt existed 
that he was so, this very condition had forced the 
Government to take another portion of the loan, 
about two millions and a half, at more than fifty 
per cent. for the present year of its existence, and 
at six or seven per cent. forever thereafter. How 
could this condition operate differently ? It made 
it the interest of every holder of the first part of 
the twenty-five million loan (and it was certain 
that, as far as possible, every moneyed man in the 
nation would be made a holder) to bear down 
upon the Government, and for them to give the 
most exorbitant premium for all that remained to 
be taken. This was early foretold by the men of 
reflection among us. But it was treated asa chi- 
mera, as the common story of opposition, by those 
whose business it is to defend every act of the 
Government. Now, the truth of what was foretold 
is absolutely certain. It stands on the official 
documents in this House, an eternal monument 
of the wild errors, and the fiscal incapacity of 

our Government. By it the people of these 

tates have been subject to the most frightful ex- 
tortion. Do I therefore accuse those who forced 
the Government to these terms? No; for to such 
a condition was the Government reduced in Sep- 
tember, that even an open bankruptcy must have 
followed, but for the money then obtained. And 
if these money lenders had so pleased, you must 
have saved the nation by giving cent per cent 
for every dollar. Patriotism has nothing to do 
with this subject. It is a moneyed operation ; 
and thus considered, perhaps you ought to thank 
the lenders that they accommodated you at all, 
rather than to curse them for the terms they de- 
manded. 


Mr. G. said, toa Government which had thus 
exhibited an utter disregard of the plainest rules 
of discretion and common sense—an entire igno- 
















pacity for all fiscal operations, and had delivered 
themselves and their country, bound hand and 
foot, into the iron grasp of money lenders, he was 
totally unwilling, nay, he thought it madness, to 
trust unlimited powers as to further loans. 

Sir, said Mr. G., you have rejected in Commit- 
tee a proposition to render your taxes responsible 
for your loans, by pledging them specifically to 
the payment of the interest, and the gradual re- 
demption of the principal. You are adopting the 
same old principles, and pursuing the same old 
course, which has produced the evils of the past 
year. You are again pledging the faith of the 
nation, instead of the wealth of the nation, to ob- 
tain loans. The Secretary of the Treasury has 
told you, and wisely told you, that this has been 
the cause of your failures—the principle which 
has destroyed your credit and ruined your finan- 
ces. And he hastold you that yoursystem must 
be changed, or all your efforts are hopeless. Wh 
will you disregard his admonition—an admoni- 
tion enforced by the most disastrous experience ? 
By this bill your President again appears in the 
money market, precisely as he appeared on the 
31st of last August; can he get money on better 
terms now then he could then? Nay, is not the 

rospect darker and more desperate? And may 
be not, nay, will he not, pressed on by the public 
creditors and the public necessities, be induced to 

ive almost any premium rather than fail? Un- 
ess his power be limited, he will again deliver 
the people as unresisting victims to the brokers 
and money lenders of the nation. Sir, to this I, 
as one, never will consent. Wishing, as I do, to 
reserve the remnant of public credit; anxious as 
fost to give my vote to provide for the defence 
of the soil, I cannot vote for this bill in its pres- 
ent shape. I cannot vote for it, because | am 
certain that by it you will obtain no money, but 
on terms extortionate, ruinous, and which will 
give the last blow to the expiring credit of the 
nation. 

Mr. Eppes said he had no idea that a larger 
interest than eight per cent. would or ought to be 
given for this money, and he did not feel any great 
objection to the amendment. But he could see 
no reason, when this bill was merely intended to 
supply the amount sent to Europe for sale of the 
loan last authorized, why it should be granted in 
a different form from that. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, said that gentlemen 
were mistaken in the calculation of the rate of 
interest given by the Government for the loans 
lately negotiated. They were obtained at seven 
and a half per cent. wih a bonus, payable when- 
ever the debt was extinguished, of twenty-five per 
cent. on the money loaned. This was demon- 
strable by a plain question in the rule of three. 
For example, the Government for eighty dollars 
issued a scrip for one hundred bearing six per cent. 
interest. If, therefore, eighty dollars gives six dol- 
lars of interest, one hundred dollars will give seven 
dollars and a half, or seven and a half percent. As 
to the bonus, if it be divided on twelve and a half 
years it will make two per cent., if on twenty-five 
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years one, and if a hundred, only oae fourth per 
cent. The term of twelve years, specified in the 
contract, is a limitation of the right of the Gov- 
ernment to redeem within that period; not an 
engagement to pay at the expiration of it. It 
was inserted at the instance and for the benefit 
of the stockholders, who being disposed to make 
an investiture in the funds, preferred a deferred 
payment to a speedy redemption, for the obvious 
reason that induces men of wealth to prefer a bank, 
or other moneyed institution, with an unlimited 
or extensive charter to any other, viz: that there 
will be no necessity for an early re-investiture, or 
a loss by the want of employment for their capi- 
tal. No one will pretend to say that the Govern- 
ment is legally or morally bound to repay the 
capital advanced in twelve years, or in one hun- 
dred years, or a hundred centuries, provided it ee 
punctually the accruing interest. Such an obli- 
gation to pay in twelve years, would require the 
most oppressive system of taxation. It cannot be 
denied that the persons who loaned the last money 
to the Government made the most exorbitant 
exactions. The state of the country imperiously 
demanded money at any price; and they rose 
in proportion to the pressure. As we were not 
bound, he would not pay off the capitai of that 
debt, until every other contracted upon better 
terms was extinguished, unless it was selling 
under par in the market, and they would, in that 
way, relinquish a portion of their spoils. This 
could be done by changing the mode of borrow- 
ing, and instead of a bonus, increase the rate of 
interest. Give, if necessary, eight per cent. as was 
done by a former Administration, for future loans, 
and it would be made the duty of Government to 
pay them off first, which was the practice in re- 

tion to the eight per cent. and six per cent. stock 
heretofore. It would be recollected (Mr. J. ob- 
served) that when the old debt was assumed, a 
large portion of it was deferred and three per cent. 
stock, and the Secretary of the Treasury had been 
authorized to pay off those three per cents. at 
sixty-eight dollars per centum. This was never 
complained of; the holders were under no com- 
pulsion to take less than cent per cent.,andif they 
receive their interest for ever, the contract of the 
Government was fulfilled. So, if the present six 
per cents fall below par, there would be immo- 
rality in employing agents to purchase them at 
a discount. If the principal were due, such a 
measure would bea breach of faith, but until it 
becomes payable there was no impropriety in 
buying the stock at market price; and it could 
not be pretended that a change of the mode as 
proposed would be derogatory to the spirit of the 
existing contracts. Among all the objections 
urged against the eight per cent. loans, no one 
ever suggested this; and hence it may be fairly 
asserted that it would be untenable. Whatever 
might be his opinion as to the conduct of the 
money lenders, Mr. J. declared he would faithfully 
perform the contract made with ‘them by paying 
the interest on their loans quarter-yearly, even if 
it were necessary to quadruple the contemplated 
taxes; and he expressed some surprise at the pre- 





tended solicitude which his remarks produced jp 
a certain quarter, when the sentiment had beep 
avowed by one of the leaders of Opposition, and 
applauded by them, that the Federal party would 
not be bound to pay the interest on the debt in- 
curred by the Government, although they enter. 
tained no doubt of soon supplanting the men in 

ower. Mr. J. said these remarks were merely 
incidental to the argument concerning the rate of 
interest given. He wasof opinion that those dis. 
advantageous contracts were in a great degtee 
owing to the spirit of opposition, whereby the 
capitalists of the country were prevented from 
entering into competion with the men who con- 
tracted for the late loans, and not to the want of 
confidence in the good faith and ability of the 
nation. As to the pledge in the mode proposed. 
Mr. J. said, he had insuperable objections. The 
taxes designated were novel in this country; 
some of them were very high, and others were 
denounced by the gentlemen as oppressive. He 
would not entail these upon the people, and de- 
prive the nation of the advantages which experi- 
ence might afford to substitute others for them, 
or if the revenue were ample dispense with them 
altogether. It was urged, said Mr, J., that the 
money lenders require a more solid security than 
the pledge of the national faith; they prefer spe- 
cific pledges, and the case of a mortgage by an 
individual was mentioned as analogous. Mr. J. 
said, that the obvious dissimilarity consisted in 
this: Where an individual executed a mortgage, 
he transferred all control over his property toa 
third party, and in default of payment, the courts 
of justice interposed and delivered over his pro- 
perty to the mortgagee or a purchaser. Not so 
with the Government; there was no physical 
control vested in an independent tribunal to co- 
erce a compliance—it had only to repeal the law 
to defeat the security, and there was no restraint 
upon this power but the moral sense of the Gov- 
ernment, which it was said cannot be relied on. 
Mr. J. said it was not necessary that the faith of 
the Government should be pledged, in terms, by 
any law or contract. The passage of a law vest- 
ing a right, or conferring a power, was a pledge in 
fact that the right should be preserved and the 
power, when executed, be irrevocable and obliga- 
tory; but, inasmuch as that phraseology had been 
used he would not object to it. With these views 
Mr. J. said he could not imagine that a formal 
pledge of funds to meet the engagements of the 
Government was in any case necessary; inas- 
much as the good faith of the nation was pledged 
to make good its engagements, and, having never 
been violated, it was not suspected by any. Yet, he 
added, as some gentlemen argued differently, and 
it might by possibility have an influence on the 
price of stock, he was willing to vote for an 
amendment whereby the taxes proposed should 
be pledged until an equivalent security was sub- 
stituted for them. 

The question on Mr. Grosvenor’s amendment 
was decided affirmatively, as follows: For the 
amendment 59, against it 58. ° 

Mr. Oakcey, of New York, then moved a fur- 
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ther amendment, viz: to strike out the general 
ledge of public faith tomake good any deficiency 
in the fands for payment of the principal and in- 
terest of this loan, and insert in lieu thereof, a 
pledge of the proceeds of the direct tax and in- 
ternal duties for that purpose: For the motion 
41, against it 71. : 
he bill having been further immaterially 
amended, the Committee rose and reported the 
bill. 

The House having confirmed the amount of 
three millions to be borrowed, the question offered 
itself on the concurrence with the Committee of 
the Whole, in agreeing to Mr. Grosvenor’s 
amendment; on which question the yeas and nays 
were demanded by Mr. Grosvenor. 

On this motion there arose a long and desultory 
debate, in the course of which the motion was 
opposed by Messrs. Lownnes, Guouson, Cat- 
noun, Wricut, and Ki_sourn, and supported by 
the mover, and Messrs. Huveert, Gaston, and 
Hanson. 

On the one hand, it was argued, that such a 

limitation as was proposed was inexpedient be- 
cause it was unusual ; because it would have the 
effect rather to increase than limit the rate at 
which the loan could be had; and because, by a 
remote possibility, it might prevent the loans be- 
ing had at all, and thus, as this loan was only ne- 
cessary to meet the reimbursement of public debt 
during this quarter, produce consequences ruinous 
to the public credit. Occasion was taken to rebut 
the statements made by Mr. Oax.ey the other 
day in relation to the terms of the late loan, and 
to vindicate in the warmest terms the conduct of 
the Executive in thisrespect. Occasion was also 
taken to state several facts, among which were 
these: that the interest which this Administra- 
tian had given for money was less than had been 
given by the Federal Administration under cir- 
cumstances which afforded incomparably greater 
facility for loans; that notwithstanding all the 
clamors against the credit of the nation, it is now 
better supported, by a sinking fund, &c., than it 
was in the days when those were in power who 
now decry it; and that the refusal of a Boston 
bank lately to pay the interest of the public debt 
in specie, arose from no fault of the Government, 
which then had in the vaults of that bank three 
times the amount which was there due. 
_ On the other hand, it was said, that the late 
improvidence of the Administration made it ne- 
cessary to provide such a guard over their conduct. 
The consequence of what he called fiscal gam- 
bling, it was said by one speaker, (Mr. Hanson,) 
had been to throw the country into the arms of 
speculators; to make the Government the victim 
of such men as Jacob Barker, who, it appeared by 
the documents had been unable to fulfil his en- 
gagements, and he believed that failure was 
the foundation of this loan. To insure the eco- 
operation of those who spoke thus, and the confi- 
dence of the country, it was said to be necessary 
to give some pledge that the Government would 
change its course, and no longer trust itself in the 
hands of extortioners, &c. 





Mr. Hanson’s remarks were as follows: 

Mr. H. observed, he now felt the same reluc- 
tance in presenting himself to the Chair which 
he always felt, condemning, as he did, the exam- 
ple of daily and constantly, upon all subjects, con- 
suming the time, and trespassing upon the pa- 
tience of the House. 

As so much had been said about union and pat- 
riotism, he saw fit distinctly to notice these top- 
ics, at the same time that he reprobated the course 
about to be adopted to relieve the Treasury, some- 
what, in itsembarrassments. Mr. H. trusted that 
on this, as on all other occasions, his nature would 
show itself to be utterly irreconcilable, and his 
principles openly at war, with the meanness and 
duplicity which would act a part to gain a name 
for magnanimity, and attract vulgar and insin- 
cere applause for patriotism. Patriotism! in the 
modern acceptation of the term, the very sound 
was hateful and grating to his ears. From the 
day of the first dawn of reason and philosophy in 
France, the loudest patriots in every country, 
visited by the Tae mania, had always 
been the boldest traitors. They were ever ready 
to sell, for their twenty pieces of silver, themselves 
or their country to the highest bidder. It was the 
brawling demagogues who drove the profitable 
trade of patriotism, and lived upon its avails, that 
had plunged the country into a wasteful, bloody, 
and calamitous war; who had brought upon the 
country the sufferings and burdens which bowed 
it down to the very dust it was biting, and jeo- 
pardized its very political existence. Such men 
were the curse of every country that contained 
them. It had been well said, by a moral essay- 
ist, that patriotism had become the last refuge of 
a scoundrel. From the accusation of such pat- 
riotism he meant at least to deliver himself. 

[Mr. H. was called to order by a member, who 
erroneously took to himself, particularly, the gen- 
eral denunciation of the great body of patriots in 
the country. ] 

Mr. H. would admit no man in the nation to 
be before him in an ardent desire to provide the 
means for defending the country. The proper 
course being taken to effectuate the object which 
all professed to have at heart, he was as anxious 
and as ready as any gentleman to co-operate in 
the necessary measures to restore and ee 

ublic credit, and resuscitate the finances. - 
ess public credit was revived, and the Treasury 
relieved, it was idle to talk of defending the coun- 
try. Money was the great sinew of war. With- 
out it the invader could not be repelled, the coun- 
try could not be defended. It was mockery to 
talk of defending the country, without providing 
the means, but that defence and protection must 
be extended equally to all parts of the Union. 
Mr. H. was as ready as any gentleman to expose 
his person and spill his blood in defence of his 
country ; could he, then, be disposed to withhold 
money for the same purpose? Life and treasure 
were not to be weighed against each other. He 
would vote for the loan, provided gentlemen would 
not continue to disregard and set at naught the estab- 
lished maxims of all well regulated Governments. 








507 
H. or R. 


If they would not set experience at defiance, and 
treat with contempt its lessons so dearly bought, 
but would follow the counsels of wisdom, his 
hearty support was already pledged. But if they 
persisted in a downward course of desperate fis- 
cal gambling, subjecting themselves to be preyed 
upon by harpies, speculators, and usurers, it was 
impossible, without an abandonment of the most 
sacred duties, to give any countenance to their 
measures, The inevitable consequence of sucha 
course was bankruptcy and ruin, for already was 
the credit of the Government no better than that 
of Jacob Barker's himself, with which it had been 
identified. It appeared by the late Secretary’s 
report, with the accompanying documents, that 
there was a defalcation on the part of some one 
of the contractors for the ten million loan to an 
immense amount, and there was no doubt that 
the said Barker was the defaulter referred to, al- 
though the Secretary had not mentioned his name. 

Mr. H. said he was placed in a most painful 
situation. 
finance, which had brought so much distress and 
gna upon the country, was to be abandoned, 
and that gentlemen had been at last brought to 


consent to resort to the fundamental maxims of 


finance, which forbid the creation of debt with- 
out providing and pledging the means of pay- 
ment, he had voted for the highest rate of taxes. 
He had done so under the fullest persuasion, he 
might say an assurance, that the taxes were to 


be specifically appropriated for the payment of 


the interest, and the ultimate reimbursement of 
the principal of the public debt. He had done so 
under the belief that the sponge was to be applied 
to the system of finance hitherto relied on; that 
we were all prepared to rub out and begin anew, 
having the benefit of experience to steer us clear 
of the shoals and rocks upon which the vessel of 
State had been so near bilging. 

Mr. H. hoped that the limitation of interest 
moved by his friend from New York, (Mr. Gros- 
VENOR,) would be adopted. He had no doubt 
that the money could be bad upon more advan- 
tageous terms if security was given, by pledging 
the public funds for the payment of the debt, but 
after the experience we had had of the profusion 
and profligacy introduced into the Treasury De- 
partment in the loan negotiations, there could be 
no reliance on the Administration to obtain loans 
upon better terms; they should, therefore, be re- 
stricted in the interest to be given. So extreme- 
ly anxious was Mr. H. to place the country in the 
best possible posture of defence, in the hope that 
the nation might yet be saved, and to take from 
those who are responsible for its preservation and 
safety all pretexts for shifting the blame upon 
other shoulders, that he would still vote for the 
bill if the amendment failed, as it was pretty evi- 
dent it would do. But although the rejection of 
that amendment did not present an insurmount- 
able difficulty, should the House refuse to accept 
the amendment moved by his friend next to him. 
(Mr. Oaxkcey;) in Committee, Mr. H. could not 
in his conscience vote for the bill. He could not 
bring himself to sanction a vicious, ruinous, sys- 
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tem, which had been the cause of all our financia| 
embarrassments and disgrace. Why, after the 
fatal experience we had had of the futility of aj; 
attempts to borrow money upon reasonable terms, 
without pledging something more substantial thay 
the public faith for its repayment, and the punctual! 
discharge of the interest, persist in the old plan of 
expedients, of living from hand to mouth, of 
squandering all to-day and letting to-morrow pro. 
vide for itself. Why persist in a system which 
can eventuate in nothing but ruin? Was the 
mere pride of opinion to stand between the coun. 
try and its defence—probably its salvation! He 
hazarded nothing in saying that the loan would 
fail, or be obtained upon the most ruinous terms, 
unless something more substantial than the mora! 
sense of the nation was pledged as security. That 
moral sense was the reliance for the former loans, 
and it was now thirty per cent. below par; yes, 
the moral sense of the nation had depreciated 30 
per cent. since the last session of Congress. 

He, Mr. H., was the more surprised at the de- 
termination of gentlemen to go into the market 
to borrow three millions of dollars, without offer. 
ing any new inducement, but, on the contrary, 
refusing to give security when they have 13 mil- 
lions of the 25 million loan still on hand, and for 
which there had been no bid. His surprise was 
the more excited at the determination of gentle- 
men to adhere to the old plan of finance, when 
the honorable Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means avowed that the money to be 
borrowed was to pay the interest of the public 
debt which fell due the present quarter. If such 
was the important and indispensable uses to which 
it was to be applied, how could gentlemen recon- 
cile it to good conscience and duty to hesitate to 
give the pledge and security which would insure 
success, when, by refusing it, everything was pul 
at hazard. Anxious as Mr. H. was to demon- 
strate, in every way, his ardent desire to revive 
and sustain public credit, which was inseparably 
connected with the national defence, he could not, 
in any way, countenance the system which \ 
seemed was to be persisted in, let the consequence 
be what it might. The great object to be accom- 
plished, was to restore confidence in the ability 
and efficiency of the national finances, which was 
only to be done by an adequate provision for the 
wants of Government, and pledging the public 
funds for the payment of the interest and redemp- 
tion of the principal of the public debt. Public 
credit was a sentiment; like matters of faith, i! 
was a thing not to be reasoned about. If gentlemen 
expected to restore public confidence, and thereby 
recover public credit, they must abandon at once. 
and forever, their old shifts and expedients adopt- 
ed with a single view to their popularity. 

He again reminded the House that the system 
they seemed disposed to persevere in, could re 
sult in nothing but disappointment and disgrace 
to themselves, and injury to the country. Was 
everything to be sacrificed, even our political ex- 
istence, to the pride of opinion? It would not be 
amiss to embrace the present occasion to remind 
gentlemen, that the minority had ever protested 
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cial | | against the system of finance which had induced | ing the blame of the failure to meet the public 
the | | the embarrassments the Treasury labored under. | engagements. 
all ia They clearly foresaw, and distinctly and re- Mr. H. reiterated the declaration of his readi- 
ms ’ sential foretold, its fatal consequence. They | ness to co-operate in every practical and effectual 
has om ae eal ihe war in all its approaches, in all its} effort to revive public credit. He had only to 
tua] | | parts, and in every stage of it. They had con-} repeat his sincere regret that gentlemen in the 
nof Pa stantly held up to view the enormous expendi-} majority had not brought their minds to adopt 
of | | tures to which it would subject the country.| the only measure that could accomplish the all- 
Dro. * They had pointed out the manner in which the} important and desirable object. It was their re- 
‘ich |. general measures of Government would destroy | fusal to come at once to the determination which 
the | | the revenue and resources of the country. They | they must at last come to, if public credit was 
,un- ’ knew, and declared, whenever an opportunity | ever to be recovered, tat placed him in his pre- 
He occurred, that loans after loans must be resorted | sent painful situation. After the pledge which 
yuld to, and that loans could not be had eneept upon j he had given, by his vote for all the tax resolu- 
‘ms the most ruinous terms, unless general confi-| tions, he might appear inconsistent in voting 
oral dence was produced in the ability and efficiency | against a loan which was declared to be indis- 
"hat of the national finances, and that the finances} pensable for the public service, but it was impos- 
ans, could not have a solid basis without an efficient) sible for him to sanction what he had always 
yes, and permanent system of taxation. The Con-| pronounced to be a system of desperate financial 
1 30 gress was conjured not to declare war. The most| gambling. Suppose, said he, an individual re- 
conspicuous men of the majority admitted that | duced by extravagance, gaming and improvident 
de. war ought not to be declared, unless gentlemen | speculations, to bankruptcy and ruin, were to call 
ket were prepared to enact such a system. The fatal | upon his family and friends to extricate him from 
fer. step being taken, its authors were admonished, | his difficulties. Could they be expected to give 
ary, warned, not to reply upon loans to defray the ex-| him assistance unless he promised to forsake and 
ail. penses of the war, without laying a broad and | renounce his ruinous courses, and no more pursue 
for solid foundation for the finances. The inevita-| his pernicious practices? Could they be expect- 
was ble fatal consequences of such a reliance, were | ed, without such a promise, and the more upon 
tle- predicted. From your pen, and from your lips, | his positive refusal, to give such a promise—could 
hen __ sir, (said Mr. H., pointing to the Speaker,) pro-| they be expected to supply him with the means 
of | ceeded the same admonitions and predictions. | of continuing his dissolute and riotous course of 
‘be |. We, differently situated from you, sir, enjoying | life, and thus waste their own substance without 
blic _ as you do, the rare and singular felicity of unit-| affording any lasting relief to him? The mis- 
ach ing the confidence of a majority of all parties, | taken zeal of friendship, and the blind excess of 
ich we did not escape suspicion and censure. We | affection, sometimes betrayed individuals in pri- 
One were accused of predicting what we secretly | vate life into such acts of folly, and they have 
ot labored to realize, the greatest national calamiiy, | become partners in the ruin and sorrow of their 
nies an explosion of public credit. It isto be lamented | friends and relatives. But public men, who had 
put that your advice and our predictions were re-| in charge the happiness and destiny of a people, 
a ea as worthy only of scoff and crimination. | must hush and subdue the feelings of weakness 
tine i e were both supporied at the time by the con- | springing from thefrail natureof man. Not gener- 
bly _ current opinions of all the enlightened men of | osity, but the fixed principles of right and justice 
net _ the country, and the subsequent expositions and | they were bound to regard. When wasit, said Mr. 
bit _ advice of two successive Heads of the Treasury | H., that the prodigal son was received again into 
oe Department corroborate and establish the sound-| the paternal mansion? It was when he had for- 
a ness of our opinions. But party prejudice and | saken his evil ways, abandoned his riotous course 
lity the pride of opinion is not to beaffected by argu-| of life, and returned to the paths of prudence and 
ow ment. There is but one school, the teacher in| of duty. 
the which is Experience, where the intellects of some} _ If gentlemen were not sufficiently instructed in 
blic men can be illuminated. the school of experience, as to agree to abandon 
mp Mr. H. incidentally noticed the reference of Mr. their political system generally, they had only to 
bhic Eppes to the difficulties which arose in relation | give up their vicious destructive system of finance, 
, it to the payment of the interest of the public debt | to insure a cordial concurrence in the necessary 
an due in one section of the country. Mr. Eppes| measures to build up the dilapidated credit of 
eby laid the blame of the defalcation to a Boston | the nation upon a new and solid foundation. To 


ce. bank, .Mr,H. said, the circumstances in, relation | do this, nothing more was required but to recur 


pt: to the default of the bank alluded to, were too | to the example, the priaciplesand system of their 

well established and known to admit of any mis-| predecessors in power. There were two roads 
- understanding or delusion. In conformity to the Peading to prosperity and adversity, one to the 
- settled system of favoritism, the Gerrymander | right the other tothe left. We had travelled the 
«xl State Bank had been selected by Government as wrong road for fourteen years, and had gone an 
Fas most worthy of its confidence and patronage. If} immense distance, but the shortest way to get 
aie that bank, the circumstances attending the crea- right was to go back to where we started. It 
she tion of which were so well known, was the only | was the only sure mode of arriving at the goal 
ind one in Boston unable to continue its payments in | we all professed to aim for, the safety, honor, and 
ced specie, there was no difficulty in properly attach- | prosperity of the nation. 
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This motion was opposed on the ground that 
to adopt it would place this loan on a footing 
different from any other ; that it was unnecessary, 
because the funds already established were abund. 
antly sufficient to redeem the public debt, and be. 
cause the Sinking Fund was about to be re-organ- 
ized so as to be more active in its operation. [p 
allusion to the argumznt of the mover of this 
motion, and his friends, on the question of the 
removal of the Seat of Government, it was said, 
rather jocosely than seriously, that it would be 
erfectly unimportant tc esiablish such a pledge, 
cause pledges by one Congress are not binding 
on another, being at any moment liable to be re. 
pealed. 

The motion was warmly supported, on the 
ground that it was expedient to place the credit 
of the Government in future loans on such a 
broad, visible basis as should satisfy the most 
scrupulous lender of the security of his money; 
that it was the want of such a basis which had 
interposed a difficulty in the obtaining former 
loans ; that the loans so obtained ought not to be 
placed on a par with future loans, obtained on 
terms more favorable to the Government; that 
the sponge ought to be applied to the old system 
of finance, and a new, better, and more durable 
system substituted for it, of which the provision 
proposed in this motion should constitute a fea- 
ture. 

Mr. Oak ey’s motion was negatived—for it 37. 
against it 87, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Archer, Bigelow, Boyd, Caperton, 
Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Duvall, Farrow, Gaston, 
Grosvenor, Hanson, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Ingham, Irving, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Oak- 
ley, Pearson, William Reed, Rich, Ruggles, Seybert, 
Sherwood, Skinner, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, White, 
and Wright. 

Nars—Mesers. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bowen, Bradbury, Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Craw- 


The question on concurrence in the amend- 
ment was then decided in the negative—yeas 51, 
nays 97, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Gas- 
ton, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Hulbert, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Mose- 
ley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, John Reed, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Smith of New York, Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 
Wheaton, White Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Bradley, 
Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, 
Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grif- 
fin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hop- 
kins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Post, Potter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 


So the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole was rejected by the House. 

Mr. Oaxtey, of New York, renewed the mo- 
tion he had made in committee to pledge specifi- 
cally the proceeds of the direct tax and internal 
duties for the redemption of the principal and in- 
terest of the loan. 

On suggestion of Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, Mr. 
Oakey so modified his motion as to embrace 
also a pledge of the duties on impost and ton- 
nage. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Eppes, and Mr. 
Hawkins. of Kentucky, and oppoved by Messrs. 
Hanson, Wricut, Farrow, of South Carolina, 
and Rica, of Vermont. 

Mr. Ricu offered an amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Oak ey, the object of which was to 
extend the pledge to such part of the loan of 
twenty-five millions as remains uncontracted for. 

Mr. Oaktey objected to this amendment be- 
cause it would have a retro-active operation, in 
consequence of the terms of the ten million loan, 
by which the contractors were to have the most 
advantageous terms which might be allowed to 
the lenders of the remainder of the twenty-five 
million loan. 

' o' ameadmeni moved by Mr. Rica was nega- 
tived. 

The motion of Mr. Oaxtey was then further 
opposed by Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, and Mr. 
Jackson, of Virginia, and supported by Mr. Gas- 
TON, and the mover. 





































Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Eppes, Fisk 
of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Franklin, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hawkins, Hubbar&}§ Humphreys, Hungerford, 
Hulbert, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
King of North Carolina, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, Mc- 
Coy, McKim, McLean, Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pick- 
ens, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Robert- 
son, Sage, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward of Massa- 


Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 





Monpay, October 31. 
Another member, to wit: from Connecticut 
BensaMIn TAaLLMapGe, appeared, and took his 
seat. 
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On motion of Mr, Jounson, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions and 
Revolutionary Claims be directed to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing Captain Richard 
Taylor, senor, his claims for medical aid for his 
wounds received io the Revolution, commutation 
of half pay, and a pension from the United States, 
in addition to the one received from the State of 

irginia. 
bes Eppes, of Virginia, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill for author- 


_ izing the Secretary of State, during the continu- 


ance of the present war, to give additional com- 
pensation to masters of vessels for bringing home 
destitute and distressed American seamen from 
abroad; which was read, and committed. 

Mr. E. also reported a bill for the relief of John 
Castille; which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. E. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of John H. Beasley and others; which 
was, on motion of Mr. Fisk. of Vermont, recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means for 
further examination. 

The joint resolution, offered by Mr. CLopton, 


_ of Virginia, for the appointment of a committee 


to wait on the President, and request him to ap- 


+ point a day of public humility, fasting, and pray- 


er, was also ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and to be read a third time to-morrow. 
On motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, the 
Committee on Public Lands were directed to in- 
quire into the expediency of granting to Anthony 
Shane, (a half-breed Indian who has performed 
eminent services to the United States,) the right 
of the United States to three hundred and twenty 
acres of land in the State of Ohio, at a place on 
St. Mary’s river, known by the name of Shane’s 
Crossing ; and leave was given to them to report 


_ thereon by bill or otherwise. 


The eugrossed bill to authorize a loan fora 


sum not exceeding three millions of dollars, was 
_ read a third time, and passed without debate or 
division, though not without oppusition. 


The report of the Committee of Claims unfa- 
vorable to the petitioa of Joseph Forrest, passed 
through a Committee of the Whule, and was con- 
curred in by the House. 

A bill was received from the Senate, entitled 
“ An act authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause to be built or purchased the ves- 
sels therein described.” [The bill provides for 
the building or purchase and employment of any 
number not exceeding twenty vessels, to carry 
not less than eight nor more than fourteen guns. | 

The bill was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Oo motion of Mr. Wittiam Reep, the House 
proceeded to consider the resolution submitted 
by him on the 28th instant, and the same being 
again read, a motion was made by Mr. WILLIAM 
Reed, to amend his said motion, by striking out 
from the word “ war,” to the end thereof, and to 
insert the following words: 

“ Which have since that time been commissioned for 
service, designating the names and force, with the 
number of officers and men attached to each, and the 
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present condition of these vessels; and if any essen- 
tial change has been made in any of them during that 
time; also, the number of vessels that have been added 
to the force on the Atlantic, under authority of the laws 
of 2d of January and 3d of March, 1813; and if those 
laws have not been fully exccuted, the progress that 
has been made, and the causes that have prevented 
their entire execution.” 


The adoption of this resolution was opposed by 
Mr. Pieasants of Virginia, and Ruea of Ten- 
nessee, and supported by the mover; but finally 
rejected by the following vote: For the motion 
52, against it 6S, * 


PETITION OF REBECCA HODGSON, 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Rebecca Hodg- 
son; which was read, and referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on Monday next. 

The report is as follows: 


That on the 14th day of August, 1800, Joseph Hodg- 
son, then of the City of Washington, leased, by deed, 
for the term of eight months, to Samuel Dexter, as Sec- 
retary of War, a tenement in the said city, to be oc- 
cupied for the term aforesaid, as the War Office. In 
consideration of which occupation and use, he was to 
give the sum of four hundred dollars, which has been 
paid and satisfied to the intestate of the petitioner. In 
the lease, Mr. Dexter covenants for himself and his 
successors in office, “that he or they shall and will, at 
all times during the said term, keep, or cause to be 
kept, in good and sufficient repair the said demised 
premises, inevitable casualties and ordinary decay ex- 
cepted, and the same so well and sufficiently kept in 
repair, shall and will, at the end of the said term, yield 
and surrender up to him, the said Joseph Hodgson.” 
Mr. Dexter immediately took possession of the tene- 
ment, under the contract, and occupied the same as 
the War Office, until the 8th of November, following, 
when, in the evening of that day, it was consumed by 
fire. The petitioner is the legal representative of Jo- 
seph Hodgson, and prays of Congress such compensa- 
tion as the circumstances of her case merit. 

In the investigation of the merits of this claim, the 
first question that presented itself to the committee 
was, in what manuer was the fire communicated to the 
house? Was it by negligence or inattention to duty 
on the part of the officer or his servants, or was it from 
some other cause not within his or their control? It 
would seem, from the evidence of the petitioner, that 
she alleges the fire was communicated by design, with 
a criminal intention to destroy the house and the pub- 
lic pupers contained in it, by some person employed by 
the War Department. 

It is also alleged, that the fire was communicated 
from an adjvining building, belonging to, and then in 
possession of, a Mr. Jackson. It is not pretended by 
the petitioner that the house was burnt by any negli- 
gence or inattention on the part of the lessor, or his 
servants or clerks; indeed, the evidence is clear and 
satisfactory, that the room in which it is alleged by the 
petitioner the fire originated, had not been used, nor 
fire made in it, for several weeks previous to the de- 
struction. 

Your committee have diligently examined the cir- 
cumstances offered in evidence, and are of opinion the 
fire was communicated from the fire-place of Jackson’s 
house, and in this they concur in opinion with a com- 
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February, 1801, to investigate the causes of the de- 
struction of the War Office, and also with the commit- 
tee to whom this petition was referred at the last ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Assuming, then, as an established fact, that the fire 
was communicated from Jackson’s house to the War 
Office, the question arises, was the destruction such as 
would exonerate the lessor from his undertaking to 
surrender the premises at the end of the term, accord- 
ing to the conditions of the contract? This question 
involves the meaning of the term “ inevitable casual- 
ties.” It is believed that writers upon law define it to 
be those accidents which happen by the act of God; 
such as destruction by lightning, tempest, or floods; or 
such as are produced by a public enemy; or such as 
happen without any design or negligence, and such as 
human foresight and prudence could not prevent or 
control. A fire which produces the destruction of a 
house, under circumstances like the present case, is 
said, by the distinguished author upon the law of bail- 
ments, to be an inevitable misfortune, an inevitable 
accident. It is therefore believed that, if the fact be 
considered as established, that the fire proceeded from 
the house of Jackson, the United States are not liable 
tothe petitioner under the covenant. 

It is not believed, however, by the committee, that 
the United States are liable, considering the claim of 
the petitioner upon the principle she places it. It is 
attempted to be shown by her that the fire originated 
by design, with a criminal intention to destroy the | 
house and the public papers, either by some person 
employed in the office, or some other incendiary. If 
it was destroyed by the former, the Government can- 
not be considered liable; the principal who employs 
the agent is liable for injuries sustained by his negli- 
gence or omission of duty, but not for the commission 
of his crimes. 

If an officer or agent of the Government, in his offi- 
cial capacity, does an injury to an individual, by neg- 
lecting to do that which a man ordinarily attentive to his 
own business would have done, it is believed the Gov- 
ernment ought, perhaps, to be liable; but if one who 
happens to be in public employment commits acts 
felonious in themselves, in consequence of which an 
injury accrues to third persons, it is not believed the 
Government is liable. If the fire was communicated 
by the latter, the act itself would be highly criminal in 
the individual, and for which he might be punished by 
the criminal law of the country. But it is believed 
that the civil injury would be merged in the felony; 
and it is considered doubtful, at least, whether he, if 
discovered, would be liable for the civil injury; but 
there can be no doubt, that the Government would 
not. 

Upon the whole, the committee are of opinion that, 
if an individual stood in the place of the Government 
in this case, the petitioner, from her own showing, 
would be without any remedy against him; and they 
conceive that the rule applicable to the case of indi- 
viduals is the best to adopt between the Government 
and individuals; they are of opinion that sound prin- 
ciples of policy and justice require that the prayer of 
the petitioner be disallowed ; they therefore recommend 
to the House the following resolution : , 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 


SUSPENSION OF DIRECT TAX, &c. 


_ Mr. Witson, of Massachusetts, offered for con- 
sideration the following resolution : 


Suspension of Direct Tax, §c. 





Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Mean 
inquire into the expediency of suspending the collec. 
tion of direct tax and internal duties in those districts 
of the State of Massachusetts, which are in possession 
of the enemy. 

The House agreed, 62 to 47, now to consider 
the resolution. 

Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, who had voted for 
the consideration of the resolution, desired that 
the gentleman would state his object. 

Mr. Wixson stated that the enemy, having pos- 
session of Eastport and Castine, thus possessed 
the command of territory which belonged to two 
collection districts; one of the collectors of which 
resided within the territory thus occupied, and 
the other just without it, although five-sixths of the 
territory attached to his district was in possession 
of theenemy. It was the duty of those collect. 
ors, according to law, to proceed in the collection 
of the duties. These duties, the British Goy. 
ernor, Sherbrooke, as gentlemen had, no doubt, 
seen in the public papers, had required the col- 
lectors to pay over to his officers established at 
Castine or Eastport; and with this requisition 
the collectors must comply, or suffer confiscation 
of their property; on the other hand, they would 
violate their duty, according to law, if they did 
not proceed in their collection. He wished to 
relieve them from this disagreeable alternative, 
and to put it out of the power of the British Gov- 
ernment to tax the people through the interven- 
tion of American officers. 

Mr. Waigat, of Maryland, said, there was no 
novelty in this proposition, as precedents might 
be found for it in the Journals of the Old Con- 
gress. Whenever a district was in possession of 
the enemy, some provision of this kind ought to 
be interposed to relieve the people as well as the 
collectors. Mr. W. was for doing equal justice 
to all; for considering the people of all parts o! 
the Union as one great family—and, in regard to 
this question, he was willing to begin with Mas- 
sachusetts, anything in her denunciations of the 
General Government to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

After a few words of explanation from Mr. 
Wi son, the resolution was agreed to—79 to 42. 





Tuespay, November 1. 


The Sreaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a report of the papers lost or destroyed from the 
Treasury in consequence of the incursion of the 
enemy on the 24th day of August tast; whereby 
it appears that no papers essential to the adjust- 
ment of pending accounts, or of material value, 
were lost or destroyed. 

The resolution “requesting the President of 
the United States to recommend a day of public 
humiliation, fasting and prayer,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill to incorporate the Columbian Manu- 
facturing Company of Alexandria, in the District 
of Columbia, being called up by Mr. Kenr, o 
Maryland, passed through a Committee of the 
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Whole, and then, on motion of Mr. Wensrer, of | Hufty, deceased, appeared, produced his creden- 

New Hampshire, was recommitted to the District | tials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Committee. Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, presented the 
THE FLOTILLA MEN. petition of sundry inhabitants of Chester district, 


, ; South Carolina, remonstrating against the trans- 
ouse resumed the consideration of the : == § ag 
RY ge eo compensation to Commodore | Portation and opening of the mail on the Sabbath, 


.-| which they consider as injurious to the morals 
Beenens cones and men, for the loss of their | 244 civil welfare of the people.—Referred to the 
e}nthing, &c. 


pec : Committee of Post Offices and Post Roads, to 
Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, took occasion to at ’ 
read the following letter he had received from whom like petitions from other quarters have 


7 - . been referred. 
Gogenaners cated since this subject was last) “ ‘ye pill for the relief of the petty officers and 


seamen under the command of Captain Joshua 
Baxrimone, October 30, 1814. | Barney, was read a third time, and passed. 
Sir: It was not until this morning that I saw a 


short sketch of the debate on the “flotilla bill.” I} BOUNTY TO PRIVATEERS. 
was much surprised at what was said on that occasion ; Mr. Rosertson, of Louisiana, offered the fol- 
for it is well known when orders were given to blow | lowing resolution : 
up the flotilla, that the enemy were firing upon them} peso/yed, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
from forty barges with cannon and rockets, and had instructed to inquire into the expediency of giving a 
landed 9. body of marines st Pig Point, within a mile bounty to the owners, officers, and crews of privateers 
of the flotilla. The orders from the Secretary of the | ¢,. a: veassle of the enemy destroyed at sea, and that 
Navy to me were, to keep the flotilla above the enemy, they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
and if they attempted to march for Washington, to land eels ' ‘ hi 1 
my men, leaving sufficient to destroy the flotilla if at-| . Mr. R. stated his object, in moving this resolu- 
tacked. On Sunday 2lst of August, finding the en- | tion, to be, in the first place, to operate on the 
emy on the road to the Wood Yard, direct for Wash- | Commerce of the enemy ; in the second, to pre- 
ington, [landed upwards of four hundred men, leaving | serve to our country the services of the seamen, 
who, by manning the prize vessels, were fre- 


only eight men in each barge to take care of them or 
destroy them as the case might be, but by no means | quently captured by the enemy, and as far as pos- 
to suffer them to fall into the hands of the enemy ;/| sible retained by him in his possession, and with- 
most of the baggage and all the bedding of the men| held from exchange. There were other cogent 
which were landed was left on board, not wishing to | reasons why such a measure ought to be adopted, 
encumber my men with much baggage. On Monday | yjz; to give encouragement to a species of war- 
morning the 22d, we joined the Army at the Wood | fare which the enemy most sensibly felt, &c. 
Yard, where I found the marine corps and five pieces | Whatever were the general impressions of gen- 
ot rT artillery, which the Secretary of the Navy! tlemen in relation to privateering, this measure 
had had the precaution to send forward from Wash-| 4, peculiarly proper in relation to us, because at 
ington and place under my command. I need not re- resent the enemy has all the commerce of the 
late our services afterwards; but when the flotilla was aoe dé. aad we hi pt © wone 

oc ’ <4 
blown up, we, and not the enemy, “ were a day’s march The resolution was agreed to nem. con. 
WAR MEASURES. 


from it”—of course could not save the baggage. So far 

—- being able to get ‘further up the river,” as was 
said, the vessels were aground and blown up in that : 

situation; and as to having time to the b The House, according to the order of the day, 

: g oo tha meee? | resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 

the bill to authorize the President of the United 

States to accept the services of volunteers who 


so contrary is the truth, that several of the men were 

taken prisoners in the act of destroying the flotilla, and 
may associate and organize themselves, and offer 
their services to the Government of the United 


still remain so. Much more might be said on this sub- 
States. 


ject, but the Winter coming on imperiously calls for 
some assistance to these unfortunate men. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

JOSHUA BARNEY. The bill having been read through as far as 
the section which declares that, after having 
served out their nine months, they should not be 
held liable for a longer period— 

Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, expressed 
his regret at being called upon to vote Faces 
on the system reported by the Military Commit- 
for remuneration of officers in other cases where | tee; Of which this was only a subordinate feature. 
they should lose baggage, which frequently oe- But, in any view, he was desirous to know whe- 
curred. ther the provision immediately under considera- 

The bill thus amended, was ordered to be en- | ‘ton contemplated the exemption of such persons, 
grossed for a third reading on to-morrow. in consequence of their nipe months’ service, from 
any classification or draught which might apply 
iw N . generally to all the people? Whilst on the one 

EpNEsDAY, November 2. hand it could scarcely be expected to get volun- 

A new member, to wit: from New Jersey, | teers unless they were in some degree exempted 

Tuomas Bines, elected in the place of Jacob| from militia service by volunteering, it would on 


Hon. Mr. Preasants. 


The amendment pending when this subject 
was last before the House, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. J. G. Jackson, the word 
“ officers” was stricken out of the bill—53 to 47. 
His reason was, that it would set a bad precedent 
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the other hand be a fatal objection to this system, 
if, for nine months’ voluntary service, they are to 
be exempted from all future service or draught. 
He repeated that it would be desirable to act on 
the whole system at once, and not first to act on 
the subsidiary force proposed by this bill, and af- 
terwards on the foundation, the regular force. 

Mr. Troup repeated, that the Military Com- 
mittee, convened for the purpose, this morning, 
of deciding whether it would be proper first to 
act on the two bills which accompanied this bill, 
had decided that it would be proper for the pres- 
ent to postpone taking up these bills. The rea- 
sons which produced this decision were, that the 
subject of raising men was a very difficult one, 
insomuch that it presented, at best, a choice of 
difficulties. They had understood, also, that there 
was a probability that, through some channel or 
other, another plan than that adopted and reported 
by the Military Committee would be presented to 
the House. It had been deemed proper to give 
the House an opportunity of seeing all the plans 
which could be offered, that they might select the 
best; that is, the one which should be subject to 
the fewest difficulties. With this view they had 
determined to postpone for a few days the con- 
sideration of the other bills. As to the section to 
which the gentleman objected, it had no refer- 
ence whatever to an exemption from draught, 
and was perhaps in itself mere surplusage, its ob- 
ject being only to define more accurately the term 
of service of the proposed force, which was in- 
tended to substitute frequent requisitions of mili- 
tia force, than which it was believed this would 
be a more efficient, and probably, from its pro- 
tracted term of service, a much cheaper force. 
The subject of general or partial exemption from 
draught, would properly enter, if deemed expe- 
dient, into the general classification bill. 

Mr. Lownpes rejoined, that to the particular 
section under consideration, as explained by Mr. 
Troop, he had no sort of objection. 

Mr. Troup moved to strike out nine months 
(the proposed term of service) and insert twelve. 

Mr. Desua, of Kentucky. opposed the motion, 
because he said nine months was enough for one 
campaign, aud twelve munths too little for two. 
If the time was extended, he should prefer eighteen 
months, which should embrace two campaigns. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, assigned the reason 
why the Committee on Military Affiirs had de- 
termined to propose to change the term of ser- 
vice from nine to twelve months. It was, that 
three months might be afforded for discipline and 
instruction in the evolutions necessary in the 
face of an enemy before they were called into 
the field; and the remaining nine months would 
cover a Summer and Fall campaign. 

Mr. Hopkins, of Kentucky, said he should vote 
against the proposed amendment, because he was 
desirous of inserting eighteen in lieu of twelve 
months. He believed that corps of this descrip- 
tion might be as easily obtained for eighteen 
months or two years as for any other term; and 
the longer the period of their service the more 
useful they would certainly be. 


Mr. Troup said he should be glad if the genile. 
men from the Western country would settle this 
question among themselves. They best knew 
what term of service would be most agreeable, 
The object was to get the men; and the periud 
most agreeable to those disposed to enter the ser- 
vice would certainly be the best. 

Mr. Barsoor, of Virginia, stated that the Mili- 
tary Committee proposed the period of twelve 
months as the minimum of service—the men 
would, according to the bill. if amended as pro. 
posed, serve not less than twelve months—which 
period certainly embraced’ a longer term of ser. 
vice, if it should be found as easy to obtain the 
men under it. 

The motion to strike out nine and insert twelve 
was agreed to—57 to 55. 

The hill having been further amended and the 
blanks filled— 

Mr. Saarp, of Kentucky, inquired, whether it 
had been the intention of the Military Committee 
that single regiments only should be raised of this 
description of force? If otherwise, whether any 
provision was intended to be made for general 
officers ? 

Mr. Troop replied, that that was a point which 
the Committee had not taken under considera- 
tion; as the bill now stood, it only contemplated 
the acceptation of these volunteers by regiments, 
battalions, and companies, who woudl of course 
be placed, when necessary, from their numbers or 
the nature of the service, under regular general 
officers. 

Mr. Forsyrua. of Georgia, moved to add as an 
amendment to the bill a new section in nearly 
the following words: 

“ And be it further enacted, That the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates, whose services are 
accepted under the authority of this act, who shall 
serve for two years, shall be exempted from militia 
service during the present war.” 

Mr. Troup suggested the propriety of deferring 
a motion of this kind until the bill for classifica- 
tion should be taken up, when it would be prop- 
erly determined who should and who should not 
b> exempt from its operation. What would be 
the effect of such a provision in this bill on aoy 
future act respecting the militia, he could not. nor 
could any person now determine. He therefore 
thought the subject would come more fairly aod 
properly before the House, when the other bill 
should be taken up. 

Mr. Forsyra said it was impossible for him to 
say what wuuld be done in relation to the bill his 
colleague had alluded tu. Whether the bill would 
ever pass the House he could not say. The ten- 
dency of the proposition he had offered would be 
to increase the length of the term of service—vo 
induce a great number to engage for two years 
instead of one. If he could be certain the bill in 
question would pass, and if it did pass, that such 
a provision as this would be attached to it, Mr. 
F. said he would withdraw his motion, But as 
these points were both doubtful, he mst insist 
on his motion. 

Mr. Trove then said he would state candidly 
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a 
the point of bis objection to this motion. The 
bill now under consideration was not intended to 
substitute that particular kind of force which this 
House must rely mainly on for the prosecution 
of the war. If it was intended to substitute a 
volunteer for a regular force, such a provision 
would be well worthy of consideration. But so 
long as he hoped no cone entertained such an 
idea, he feared such an amendment as this would, 
at the same time that it would make the amount 
of volunteer force unnecessarily great, tend to 
diminish the amount of the regular force which 
might be raised by draught, &c. 

Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, said he was sorry 
to differ from the chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee in relation tothisamendment. He thought 
ita very proper one. It would afford a great in- 
ducement to persons to volunteer for two years; 
and it was his opinion, Mr. J. said, that volun- 
teers for two years were as efficieat a force as 
any we could have, and equal in every respect to 
regular force. If we had an army of an hundred 
thousand men of this description, we should not 
want a single regular soldier. 

Mr. Forsyrtu said, in reply to the argument, 
that too many volunteers might be called forth 
by such a provision, that the President had the 
power to limit the number. 

The amendment of Mr. Forsyru was adopted 
by the following vote, viz: For the amendment, 
64; against it, 51. 

On motion of Mr. Ricu, of Vermont, the daily 
compensation of the volunteers was changed from 
twenty-six and two-third cents to thirty-three and 
one-third cents per day. 

Mr. Kixsourn, of Ohio, moved to extend to 
privates killed during the service, the same pro- 
visions for the relief of their widows and chil- 
dren, as is provided in the bill for officers’ families. 

To this motion it was objected, by Mr. Troup, 
that to adopt this amendment would be to place 
privates in this corps on a different footing from 
ps ean in any other corps in the service of the 

nited States, in regard to whom the Senate had 
uniformly rejected every provision of the kind 
proposed by this House. 

he motion of Mr. Ktnourn was negatived— 
35 only rising in favor of it. 

The Committee then rose and reported the bill. 
The several amendments made in Committee of 
the Whole were concurred in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Smrra,of New York, the bill 





was further amended, in that part providing land | 


bounty to accrue when discharged, so as to read 
“when honorably discharged.” 

Mr. KivBourn renewed the motion he had un- 
successfully made in Committee of the Whole, 
remarking that he did not believe it had been 
understood by many gentlemen, and spoke in sup- 
port of it. 

The motion was now decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 88. 

The bill having been further amended— 

On the suggestion of Mr. McKeg, of Kentucky, 
that he desired to propose an amendment going 
to place volunteers, during the war, on the same 
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terms as to bounty in money and land as our other 
troops; which amendment he desired time to 
prepare; the bill was ordered to lie on the table 
till to-morrow. 








Tuurspay, November 3. 


Another member, to wit: from Virginia, Dan- 
1EL SHEFFEY, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, reported without 
amendment the bill from the Senate to authorize 
the President to cause to be purchased or built 
the vessels therein described; which was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Kitgourn, of Ohio, said, having observed 
that there was much difficulty in filling the ranks 
of the Army, and believing that to attain that 
highly important object, nothing could more 
greatly conduce than a provision for the families 
of those who die in the service, he had been in- 
duced to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding, by law, for the relief of the widows and children 
of all such non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, as shall be killed, or die of wounds received 
in the public service, in any of the corps composing 
the Army of the United States. 


After some conversation, in the course of which 
it appeared that a resolution embracing partially 
the objects of this motion, had been passed in the 
early part of the session—the resolution was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
volunteer bill; which was amended, on motion 
of Mr. Troup, so as to authorize the acceptance 
of volunteers for the war, to receive the same 
bounty and in other respects to be placed on the 
same footing as persons enlisted forthe war. And, 
thus amended, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


PROVISION FOR COLLECTORS. 


Mr. Incerso.t, of Pennsylvania, offered for 
consideration the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
some provision for the support of such collectors and 
other officers of the customs, as are deprived of it by 
the war.” 


This motion was objected to by Mr. Yancey, 
of North Carolina, on the ground that this was an 
improper mode of proceeding; if the persons 
holding sub-offices cannot be satisfied with their 
emoluments, they had the option to resign; on 
the other hand, if the emol uments were too small 
it was for the Government to recommend their 
increase. 

To this, Mr. Incersout replied, that, if the 
subject were inquired into, it would be found, 
that so far from affording a support, many of the 
offices of the revenue were a burden on those 
holding them, and a tax on their private resources. 
Such certainly was not the intention of Congress 
in constituting the offices, and it rested with the 
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House to say whether they would not examine 
into the subject. 
The resolution was rejected by a large majority. 


JUDICIARY SYSTEM. 


Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, called up the bill to 
amend the judiciary system, in which he was 
particularly interested, on account of a provision 
it contains respecting the further enforcing the 
revenue laws and strengthening the hands of those 
whose duty it is to prevent intercourse with the 
enemy. 

Mr. Incerso.t, of Pennsylvania, who reported 
the bill, was opposed to acting on it at present; 
because, on account of the importance of several 
features of that bill, he was desirous, before it was 
acted on, to consult the opinions of the judges of 
the Supreme Court and others, and if he could, to 
obtain their assistance and support to it, &c. 

This order of the day was postponed ; and no 
other business being brought forward, the House 
adjourned. 





Fripay, November 4. 


On motion of Mr. Janninas, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the Sec- 
retary for the Department of State to cause the 
Laws of the United States, passed or to be passed 
during the present or any future session of the 
Congress of the United States, to be printed in 
two of the public newspapers in each of the 
Territories of the United States, with leave to 
report by bill, or otherwise. 

r. Jennincs, Mr. Kennepy, Mr. Suipnerp, 
Mr. Pickens, and Mr. Farrow, were appointed 
a committee. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, presented the petition 
of an inhabitant of Fairfax county, Virginia, pray- 
ing compensation for a horse belonging to him, 
forcibly taken from him during the late incursion 
of the enemy to this place by an officer of the 
United States; and also the petition of Thomas 
Ewell, manager and principal proprietor of the 
Anacosta bridge, (over the Anacosta or Eastern 
Branch,) praying indemnification for the loss 
sustained by the burning of that bridge by the 
Government officers.—Referred to Committee of 

ims. 

Mr. Kent, of Maryland, reported a bill “estab- 
lishing the Bank of the Metropolis,” (in this Dis- 
triet;) which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. Kitzourn, of Qhio, called up the resolution 
offered by him yesterday, and then laid on the 
table, directing the Military Committee to con- 
sider the expediency of providing for the families 
of private soldiers slain in service. 

r. K. modified his motion so as to embrace 
only regular soldiers and volunteers engaged in 
the service, excluding the case of militia, which 
has already been referred to the Military Commit- 
tee ; and, so modified, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, gave notice that, if 
Opportunity offered, he would to-morrow call up 
the bill for classifying the male population of the 
United States. 
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THE INVESTIGATION, 


Mr. Samira, of New York, called the attention 
of the House to the resolution appointing a com. 
mittee to investigate the capture of this city. He 
had been, and yet was, very anxious to hear the 
report of that committee. The chairman of that 
committee (Mr. Jounson) had the other day as- 
signed the reason why the report of that commit- 
tee had been delayed, which was, that letters had 
been written to Generals Armstrong and Winder, 
to which answers had not yet been received, 
With submission to the committee, he knew not 
why application had been made to those sources 
for information. Did they expect those persons 
to furnish proofs of their own imbecility or mis. 
conduct ? 

[Mr. S. was proceeding, when the Speaker 
reminded him there was no motion before the 
ee 

Mr. 8. then moved that the committee be re. 
quested to make a report on this subject as early 
as possible, notwithstanding they may not have 
received answers to all the letters they had 
written. 

Whilst Mr. S. was reducing this motion to 
writing— 

Mr. Saarp, of Kentucky, suggested to the gen- 
tleman the propriety of deferring his motion uatil 
the chairman of the committee of investigation 
should be in his seat, which he was not at present. 

Mr. Smiru said he had no objection to defer 
his motion for the present; and, indeed, if the 
gentleman from Kentucky would be good enough 
to communicate his sentiments on this subject to 
his colleague, it might save the necessity of 
making the motion at all. The crisis to which 
our affairs had arrived required, he said, a prompt 
examination of such events as that which had 
occurred at this place. 


THE VOLUNTEER BILL. 


The bill to authorize the President to accept 
the services of volunteer corps, which shall asso- 
ciate and organize themselves, was announced for 
a third reading. 

Mr. Irvina, of New York, for reasons which he 
assigned, moved to recommit this bill. His ob- 
jections were principally to the clause which 
allowed a compensation of six cents and a quarter 
per day, or twenty-two dollars and eighty-one 
cents a year, or double that sum for two years, to 
such pesos as should arm themselves, for the 
use of arms, inasmuch as the arms could be pur- 
chased by the United States and put into their 
hands for a less sum; and to the provision which 
allowed the volunteers a greater per diem com- 
pensation for their services than was now allowed 
to the regulars, 

Mr. Troup objected to the recommitment on 
these grounds; for, although he might not be 
wholly pleased with some features of the bill, he 
did not know that they would be improved by 
recommitment, which would consume much time. 
In reply to the objection to the compensation (0 
those who arm themselves, he said it would have 
much more weight if the United States were able 
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panninty —_ them ; which, however, 
t the fact, &c. 

Mr. CaLnoun, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
Wesster, of New Hampshire, favored the re- 
commitment, on account of the section which 
exempts two years’ volunteers from all further 
militia duty, to which they both had decided ob- 
jections. he Cog 

Mr. Troup admitted in some degree the force 
of these objections to a provision, the insertion of 
which he had himself opposed. And, on the 
question being taken, the bill was recommitted to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

A short time afterwards, the House resolved | 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on said bill. 

Mr. Kizourn, of Ohio, moved to amend the 
bill, by striking out the clause authorizing the 
volunteers to be commissioned by the States, as 
well as by the Government of the United States. 
His object was to obtain uniformity in the see | 
vice, and in the grades of commissions. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, opposed the motion 
from various reasons; the principal of which 
were, that the Governors of States disposed to | 
co-operate with the General Government, having 
better opportunities of information of personal 
character in their States, would better know how 
to dispose of commissions properly; that there 
were persons whose situation might be incom- 
patible with holding commissions under the Uni- 
ted States, who would not be preciuded from 
accepting commissions from the States, &c. On 
the other hand, volunteers might be obtained in 
some States hostile to the General Government, 
and indisposed to commission the officers; for | 
which case, it was proposed commissions should 
be given by the United States. 

Mr. KiLsourn, yielding to the force of one or | 
the other of Mr. Jonnson’s reasons, withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. WesstTer, of New Hampshire, renewed it. 
He did so, on the ground that there was no law 
or clause of the Constitution to authorize the 
commissioning of these volunteers by the States. 
The volunteers to be raised by this bill were not, 
and could not be considered as militia, but, so 
long as they were in service,-as a part of the 
Army of the United States, under a peculiar or- | 
ganization. 

This motion was debated at some length. The 
affirmative side of the question was maintained 
by Messrs. Wesster, Grosvenor, of New York, 
and Incersou, of Pennsylvania, and the nega- | 
tive by Messrs. Jackson, of Virginia, and Suarp, 
of Kentucky. 

This discussion turned principally on the dis- 
tinction between militia and State corps, and sol- | 
diers, whether enlisted or voluntarily engaged, 
whether regulars or volunteers. On one hand, it 
was contended that the Governors had constitu- 
tionally no right to commission volunteers in the 
service of the States; and, on the other, that 
Congress could by law give them the power to 
commission them as militia volunteers, and then 
receive them into the service of the United States. 

The motion to strike out the words “or by the 
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States,” from that clause which directs the man- 
ner in which the officers shall be commissioned, 
was finally agreed to—ayes 89. 

Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, followed u 
this amendment by a motion tostrike out so muc 
of the bill as authorizes the volunteers to choose 
their own officers. Such an amendment, he said, 
would be merely formal, because the indication 
of the wishes of the volunteers, in this respect, 
would still doubtless regulate the appointments; 
but it appeared to him necessarily to follow the 
amendment already made. 

Mr. Jounson expressed his fears of the effect 
of these amendments, particularly of the latter, in 
entirely defeating the intention of the bill. Bes 
sides spreading a host of officers over the country, 
without men to command, the effect of the amend- 
ment will be to tie up the will and energies of 
the people, which had never yet been fairly ap- 
pealed to, and again to resort to inefficient meas- 
ures. The amendment now proposed, he argued, 
would take the soul out of this bill, and destroy 
its utility. 

Mr. Lownpes, in reply to the objection to this 
amendment that it would create an army of offi- 
cers, said there was no fear, certainly, that the 
President would commission officers before men 
were enrolled for their command. 

This motion again gave rise to a considerable 
debate, in the course of which it was opposed with 
much warmth and force by Messrs. J.G. Jackson, 
Troup, and Ropertson, and advocated by Messrs. 
Lownpes and Pickertna. 

In addition to what is already stated, the prin- 
pal argument in favor of one motion, was the 


alleged inability of Congress to place the power 
| of appointing officers to command trodps of the 


United States in any other hands than those of 
the Executive. To this argument, it was said in 
reply, that it might be allowed to have some 
weight, if the President had no election to accept 
or refuse the proffered services of volunteers thus 
organized; but, after the selection by the volun- 
teers, the power of confirmation still remained 
with the Executive, and he was at liberty to ac- 
cept or reject the corps so organized. Gentlemen 
opposed to the force contemplated to be raised b 
the bill, were entreated not to propose amend- 
ments to it which would entirely destroy any 
— it might have according to the original 
plan. 

Mr. Lownpes’s motion having been rejected— 

Mr. Irvine, of New York, moved to strike out 
thirty-three and a third cents, the daily compen- 


|sation proposed to be allowed, and reinstate 


twenty-six and two-thirds, the rate originally 
contained in the bill. “ 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Ricu, of Ver- 
mont, and Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, on the 
ground that, no bounty being allowed to these 
volunteers, their pay ought to be higher than that 
of the regulars. 

The motion of Mr. Irvine was negatived by a 
large majority. 

Mr. IrvinG also moved to reduce the per diem 
allowance of six and a quarter cents to each man 
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for use of the arms with which the volunteers 
shall supply themselves; this allowance he con- 
‘ceived to be now too great. This motion was, 
-after some remarks of Messrs. Troup and Jack- 
-SON in opposition to it, likewise negatived by a 
large majority. 

Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, made a motion 
going to require the volunteers to be uniformly 
armed; which motion, having been opposed by 
Mr. Troup aod Mr. Jonnson as unnecessary and 
inexpedient, was negatived. 

Other amendments were proposed and nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Catuoon, of South Carolina, then moved 
to strike out the section of the bill which proposes 
exemption from future militia service for all those 
who shall volunteer for two years. Mr. C. advo- 
cated the motion, on the grounds before stated in 
objection to it by Mr. Wessrer and himself. 

r. Jounson, of Kentucky, opposed this mo- 
tion, but suggested a modification of the provision, 
so that the volunteer who has served for two years 
shall not be liable to militia draught until the 
whole body of the militia in his State have served 
for a like term. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, moved an amend- 
ment, embodying the idea of his colleague, Mr. 
Jounson, which, however, was not in order until 
the pending question was decided. 

Mr. Forsyta, of Georgia, warmly opposed this 
motion, and replied to those who advocated it. 
Without this provision, the inducements held out 
in the bill were not sufficient to call forth any 
number of volunteers ; and he denied the validity 
of any of the objections which had been brought 
against it. 

Some: further debate took place, when Mr. 
Ca.uoun’s motion was agreed to, and the com- 
mittee agreed to strike out this section. 

Mr. Hawegins then renewed the motion he had 
before offered, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Guotson, of Virginia, then proposed an 
amendment to the bill, the object of which was 
to authorize the President to receive into the ser- 
vice of the United States volunteer corps organ- 
ized under the authority of the States, 

On this motion, the Committee of the Whole 
being equally divided, the Chairman decided it in 
the negative. 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill; and 
the House immediately adjourned. 





Saturpay, November 5. 


Another member, to wit: from Massachusetts, 
Samvet Davis, appeared, and took his seat. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Governor of the Indiana Territory, en- 
closing the credentials of JonaTHAN JENNINGS, 
as the Delegate for that Territory in the Four- 
teenth Congress. 

A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House that they had passed the three 
million loan bill, with amendments. On motion 
of Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, (the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means being absent 
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from indisposition.) the bill and amendments 
were referred to the Committee of Ways ang 
Means. 

TAX ON SALARIES, &c. 


Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, offered for 
consideration the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of laying | 


a duty on all salary officers, and on the professional 


income of lawyers, solicitors, and counsellors, and the | 


legal proceedings of civil courts of justice. 


Mr. F, said it appeared to him while Congress 
were engaged in devising taxes on every descrip. | 
tion of articles, there were a number of officers | 


under high salaries, paying comparatively no 
taxes to the Government, whom he thought ough 
to be taxed in some way. While we are taxing 
the poor map who has but an hundred acres of 
land, and from that has besides to maintain a 
large family, where is the propriety, Mr. F, 
asked, of exempting a man who receives annual 
thousands, and, after maintaining his family, can 
lay up a large part of it? The object of Mr, 
F. was to lay a certain per centage on the sal- 
ary. As tothe income of lawyers, &c., he thought 
them equally worthy of taxation, &c. 

The motion of Mr. Farrow was agreed to 
without a division. 


THE INVESTIGATION. 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, said he understood 
that, in his absence from the House yesterday, an 
honorable member from New York had ex- 

ressed some anxiety to know what progress had 
een made by the committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the causes of the capture of this city by 
the enemy, in the execution of that duty. lo 
obedience to the direction of the committee on 
that subject, who at all times were anxious and 
willing to satisfy any honorable member of the 
House in his eadeeiile inquiries, he now rose to 
state that they had not been idle in the discharge 
of the duties committed tothem. But, on a sub- 
ject so interesting and so important, it would 
have been improper in them to present an im- 
perfect development of events which had been 
the foundation of so many different rumors. And 
to enable the House to judge of the labor im- 
posed on this committee, he made the following 
statement of the papers before that committee, 


&c. 


Communications received by the Committee of Inves- 
tigation, viz : 

Ist. General Winder’s report, accompanied with 
one hundred and twenty-three letters to Governors of 
States, regular and militia officers, &c., pp. 96. 

2d. Report from the War Department, sheets 34. 

3d. Reports from the Navy Department, accomps- 
nied by twenty-one letters to various officers and per- 
sons, pp. 32. 

4th. Report of General Smith of District militia, 
accompanied with a few letters, pp. 23. 

5th. General Armstrong’s letter, accompanied by 


two or three letters, pp. 20. 


6th. Richard Rush’s report, pp. 21. 
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7th. Secretary of the rey in relation to the pro- 
i f the Cabinet, pp. 5. 
hese from the PCidstralion of Alexandria, 
accompanied with nineteen letters, pp. 16. 

9th. Two reports from the Ordnance Department. 

10th. Estimates of the value of public property de- 
stroyed, (excluding the Navy Yard.) 

ith. Report from the superintending Surgeon, pp. 
yeaa Thirty-five letters from various persons, (Gen- 
eral Hungerford, Colonel Tayloe, Captain Caldwell, 
Captain Burch, &c.) upon subjects relating to the 
object of the inquiry, making together eleven reports, 
containing three hundred and fifty-nine pages, and 
two hundred and ten letters, besides daily and almost 
hourly interviews with persons upon the subject. 

Letters and reports yet expected. 

Letters from Colonel Monroe, Walter Jones, Wil- 
liam Pinkney, General Van Ness, General Stansbury; 
an estimate of the public property destroyed at the 
Navy Yard; a letter from General Douglass ; the pro- 
ceedings of the court martial over Captain Dyson; a 
letter from John Law, &c. 

This statement and enumeration, Mr. J. said 
he hoped would satisfy the gentleman from New 
York and the House that the committee have not 
unnecessarily delayed a report. They would 
make a report at as early a day as was consistent 
with a due discharge of their duty. 


PETITION OF THOMAS CUTTS. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Yancey, of 
North Carolina, resumed the consideration of 
the report of the Committee of Claims on the 

tition of Thomas Cutts, of the District of 
sien. Further evidence on the claim was read. 
Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, Mr. Pickens, 
of the same State, Mr. ALexanper, of Ohio, 
and Mr. Saarp, of Kentucky, spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee, (unfavorable to the 

etitioner,) which was opposed by Mr. Kina, of 
Slosslehuoettn Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, 
Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, Mr. Huxpert, of 
Massachusetts, Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, and 
Mr. Grosvenor, of New York. 

This was strictly a legal discussion, and con- 
ducted with great ability on both sides, and at 
considerable length. The case is as follows: Mr. 
Cutts purchased at a marshal’s sale certain prop- 
erty, of which he was dispossessed in due pro- 
cess of law by a third person. He prays of the 
United States reimbursement of money paid to 
their officer for the purchase aforesaid and inter- 
est thereon, together with costs incurred in de- 
fending the suit. 

The question, on the amendment going to re- 
verse the report of the committee, was at length 
decided in the negative. For the amendment 
55, against it 79. 


The question on concurring in the report of 
the committee was then decided in the affirma- 
tive by yeas andnays. For the report 81, against 


it 58, as follows: 


Yxras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, 
Brown, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, €hap- 
pell, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, 
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Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Duvall, Earle, Findley, Forney, Forsyth, Ghol- 
son, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, 
Ingersoll, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King 
of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, 
McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Newton, Ormsby, 
Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, 
Sage, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, ‘Telfair, Udree, and Yancey. 


Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 


Virginia, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Cil- 
ley, Clopton, Cooper, Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Ely, 
Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hulbert, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, 
Lovett, Markell, McKee, Moseley, Nelson, Pearson, 
Pickering, Pitkin, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith of New York, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, 
Tallmadge, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Wright. 


THE VOLUNTEER BILL. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


unfinished business of yesterday, being the amend- 
ments of the Committee of the Whole to the 
bill authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept the services of such volunteer corps as 
shall organize themselves and offer their services 
to the President of the United States. 


The amendments having been all agreed to, 


until that came under consideration which goes 
to strike out the twelfth section, which is in the 
following words; 


“And be it further enacted, That the officers, non- 


commissioned officers, and privates, accepted under the 
authority of this act, who shall serve two years in the 


Army of the United States, shall be exempted from 
militia duty during the present war.” 


On the question to strike out this section, to 
which he was decidedly opposed, Mr. Hawkins 
required the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, opposed the erasure of 
this section. He deplored the errors of a faise 
economy, which had pervaded the measures of 
Congress from the commencement of the war, 
and which he saw with regret in the determina- 
tion to withhold this, the only inducement to vol- 
unteer under this bill. The section proposed to 
introduce no new principle; for exemptions were 
already recognised by law in particular cases, 
and in none more rightfully thao this. If they 
went on by scanty means, as they had heretofore 
done, the war might continue not only two years, 
but ten times two, &c. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, spoke at some 
length, and with much force in favor of retain- 
ing this section, which he believed vital to the 
uulity of the bill. He addressed himself to the 
majority of the House; for, as to the minority, 
they were opposed to"the Administration and to 
war, and could not be expected to go along with 
those who supported either. What, said he, do 
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wenow want? We want soldiers, and expect 
to obtain them under this bill, and under another 
of a more energetic character now before this 
House. Appeals to the patriotism of the coun- 
try, to volunteers, said Mr. H., are beautiful in 
sound; they please the ear; but, when brought 
to the test, this species of patriotic spirit may be 
worn out by too severe a pressure. If Govern- 
ment rests its claims to the services of its citi- 
zens exclusively on the patriotism of the coun- 
try, in the time of most need they will be found 
most wanting. In particular sections of the coun- 
try, particular classes of men had borne the 
brunt of the war by voluntary contributions of 
service,as far as they could so bearit. There 
was scarcely a man of any standing in the West- 
ern country who had not contributed in some 
way his personal services in support of a war 
which he believed to be righteous and just. Let 
future calls on their patriotism be made in such 
manner as to convince them the Government 
does not wish to tax exclusively their patriotism. 
Mr. H. then examined the inducements of land 
bounty, and pay held out by this bill, which, he 
said, were no temptation to the hardy back- 
woodsman of the West, who by laboring one- 
fourth of his time can earn a subsistence for his 
family, &c. He then made a few remarks on the 
military services already rendered by the citizens 
of the Western States, where these men were 
expected to be had; that portion of the country 
was already exhausted by the services they had 
frequently and successively rendered. It was 
impossible, therefore, that any large force could 
be collected under this bill, even retaining the 
section which had been stricken out in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. But if gentlemen persisted 
in calling upon men for a contribution of volun- 
tary services, not to defend their homes, but to 
fight our battles, to march here and there, with- 
out appealing to other inducements than patri- 
otism and bravery, they would only deceive 
themselves and the Government. 

Mr. Catnoun, of South Carolina, remarked 
that the military force by which we can operate 
consists of two descriptions; the regular force, 
whose general character is mercenary, the soldiers 
enlisting for the sake of the bounty and subsis- 
tence; draughted militia called into service under 
legal obligations; and volunteers, brought into 
the field by patriotic motivesonly. If volunteers 
were to be obtained only by the greatness of the 
inducements or the amount of compensation held 
out, why call for volunteers at all? Mr. C. said 
he would not consent to derogate from the motives 
of those who volunteer by supposing them to be 
altogether actuated by such motives. There 
were temptations of one kind held out to those 
who enlist in the regular Army, and of another to 
those who volunteer. Love of country is the 
boast, it is the jewel of the volunteercorps. They 
are unfit for the tug of war, for its drudgery and 
fatigue. They are peculiarly adapted to cases of 
emergency, of great personal danger, but not great 
fatigue. We must rely on regulars to be enlisted, 
and, if not to be had in sufficient numbers, on 
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a 
those who shall be draughted from the whole body 
of the militia. These two constitute the bone and 
muscle of the Army. If great reliance had been 
placed on a volunteer force, why had another bil! 
been reported by the Military Committee, wit) 
extraordinary provisions for filling the ranks of 
the Army? Certainly, the volunteers had only 
been considered a co-operating or subsidiary force, 
the regulars being the basis. A body of volunteers 


for instance, might individually and collectively, | 


possess the same spirit as the little army under 
General Brown, but they could not be expected to 
render the same kind otf services. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, said that the argument 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, extended 
a little farther, would favor the denial of any com- 
pensation to volunteers for their service. The 
gentleman would then see, how many patriotism 
alone would induce to take the tield for two years, 
Volunteers, Mr. F’. said, were of the same mate- 
rials as regulars, if not better. None of Brown's 
army had been in service two years, many of 
them not six months, and yet they have covered 
themselves with glory, and established the na- 
tional character. Under the guidance of men 
who know how to bring into action the military 
spirit with which the country was universally 
inspired—under such men as Brown, volunteers 
would soon be fitted for the “tug of war.” 

Mr. Barnett, of Georgia, said he was in favor 
of the war, and always had been, and yet he was 
in favor of striking out thissection. In old times, 
he said, the patriotism of the people had burnt till 
its objects were answered ; now it seems patriot- 
ism is to be burnt out in two years. He hoped, 
however, it never would be extinguished until 
we obtain the object of the war. He was in favor 
of the war, he said, and was in hopes we were to 
fight it out with ball and powder—we are now 
fighting it with words and wind, and never shall 
bring it to a conclusion if we spend so much time 
in talking about it. Mr. B. concluded by saying 
he was opposed to exemption in any way. 

Mr. Dvuvatt, of Kentucky, asked whether, 
after faithfully serving his country for two years, 
a volunteer was to be told, his patriotism was not 
worth a rush because it had not carried him to the 
endofthe war? Let gentlemen place themselves 
in the situation of the volunteer. Why not serve 
the nation here from motives of pure and unadul- 
terated patriotism? If we have so much of it 
on our tongue, why nota litle in practice? The 
members of this House, he presumed, were in 
general more wealthy than the volunteers. Let 
them begin with themselves, and then preach dis- 
interested patriotism to others ; their doctrines 
would then be much more attended to than now 
that they talked of patriotism, and pocketed the 
per diem. Patriotism will not feed a man; it |s 
most of it air, and, however anxious to serve his 
country by fighting, a man must eat, and all the 
patriotism of the world will not enable him to 
dispense with it. The bill contained no tempta- 
tions to the service, he said, save the section which 
is proposed to be stricken out. When a map, 
after two years’ service, came home seamed with 
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orable scars, was he to be liable the next day 
ae again called into the field? This, he said, 
would be the monstrous effect of striking out the 
section. But this species of troops, it appeared, 
was not fit for the tug of war. This Mr. D. de- 
nied. They have given evidence of their ability 


~ to bear every hardship. In the campaign on the 


| Wabash, in the depth of Winter, they had marched 


- barefoot without complaining. 


From the severe 


> battle of Massissiniway, how many had returned 
| who were not frostbitten? The men who will 
» volunteer have no idea of enlisting; you come at 


~ as effective as any in any scene of action 

- the open field, which must be contested by military 
> artalone. 
sand at the utmost could be got by this bill; but 
' if we hada hundred thousand such men, officered 
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a species of force to be had in no other way, and 
ut in 


He did not believe more than ten thou- 


by such officers as Brown, Scott, and Gaines, di- 
vided into three armies, they would end the war 


' in a single season, by conquering the whole of 
_ theenemy’s adjacent provinces, the post of Quebec 


perhaps alone excepted, &c. He hoped therefore 
this section, the main inducement to volunteers, 
would not be stricken out. 


Mr. Guouson, of Virginia, was clearly of opin- 


' ion that, in consequence of their service, the vol- 


unteers ought to be entitled by law to some ex- 
emption from militia service, but not so far as this 
bill proposed to go. Thesection which had been 
substituted, in Committee of the Whole, for that 
now under consideration, (going to exempt them 
until all the other militia in their district shall 
have served an equal term,) he thought went far 
enough. But if the war continued, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty years, would gentlemen require the 
main body of the militia to do duty two, three, or 
four years, and continue the exemption in favor 
of those volunteers who shall have served only 
- years? Mr. G. said he could not agree to 
0 so. 


The question on striking out the section before 
recited, was then decided: For striking out 105, 
against it 43. as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bar- 
nett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bige- 
low, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, Burwell, Ca- 
perton, Calhoun, Cannon, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, 
Clark, Clopton, Cooper, Crawford, Crouch, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
Earle, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gour- 
din, Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of New 
York, Kershaw, King of Massachusetts, King of North 
Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, 
McKim, Moore, Moseley, Newton, Oakley, Parker, 
Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, William Reed, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, 
Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, 
Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stuart, 
Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, Tannehill, Taylor, 
Thompson, Troup, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wil- 
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cox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter and Wright. 


Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Bines, 
Bowen, Butler, Caldwell, Condict, Conard, Creighton, 
Desha, Duvall, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Griffin, Hall, Harris, 
Hawkins, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kilbourn, Lowndes, McCoy, McKee, McLean, 
Montgomery, Nelson, Ormsby, Piper, John Reed, Rich, 
Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Strong, Telfair, and 
Yancey. 


This question having been carried, the section 
reported in lieuof it, going toexempt all volunteers 
who shall serve two years under this act from be- 
ing in future called into inilitary service until all 
other militiamen in their States or districts shall 
have served for two years, was read. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, moved an amend- 
ment to this section, to strike out “two years” in 
each instance, and insert in lieu thereof “one 
year,” or any longer term which the volunteers 
may engage to serve. 

Mr. Guotson, of Virginia, embodied Mr. Jack- 
son’s amendment in the following form, which 
Mr. J. accepted as his motion : 


“ That any volunteer whose service shall be accept- 
ed under this act shall be exempt from any military 
service until all the militia in any State or Territory 
in which he resides shall have served a tour of duty 
equal to that which thesaid volunteer shall have served.” 





After a short debate, this motion to amend was 
negatived—954 to 47. 

On motion of Mr. Fisx, of Vermont, the section 
reported by the Committee was amended by 
striking out those -words which have the effect to 
exempt such volunteers from subsequent service, 
whenever the militia are called out en masse. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, denying the 
Constitutional power of Congress, to preclude the 
States from making use of the militia for State 
purposes, moved an amendment to the section, 
going to make the volunteers therein mentioned 
liable still to State calls for militia. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, called the attention 
of Mr. Grosvenor to one of the earliest acts of 
the General Government, to exempt certain per- 
sons (public officers) from militia duty, which 
fact overturned the whole of the gentleman’s argu- 
ments on this head. 

This remark of Mr. Jackson’s was applied to 
others. who took side with Mr. Grosvenor, and 
some debate took place on it. 

On the question, Mr. Grosvenor’s amendment 
was agreed to by a majority of two or three votes. 

The question being stated on the adoption of 
the new section reported by the Committee as 
amended, the yeas and nays thereon were required 
by Mr. Wessrer. 

At length a motion for adjournment was made 
and carried. 





Monpay, November 7. 
Mr. Fisx, of New York, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, asked and obtained leave to 
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report a bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States of America; which 
was twice read by its title, and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


PETITION OF JOHN CHALMERS. 


Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made a favorable report on the 

tition of John Chalmers, whoasks of Congress re- 
imbursement of certain expenditures made by him 
in manufacturing certain cordage for the United 
States, which, together with the rope-walk, were 
burnt at Baltimore on the approach of the enemy. 
by order of the Commanding General. The 
committee also reported a bill for the relief of 
John Chalmers, which was twice read, and, to- 
gether with the report, referred to a Committee 
of the whole House. 

The report is as follows: 

That, on the 29th of March, 1814, the petitioner and 
the Secretary of the Navy entered into a contract for 
the manufacture of cordage for the United States’ frig- 
ate Java, upon the following terms: the Navy Depart- 
ment was to furnish him at Baltimore with Russia 
hemp and Kentucky yarn in such quantities as might 
be found convenient, and he should require, which was 
to be manufactured in good navy cordage, sufficient 
for the complete equipment of the frigate. For every 
pound of hemp and yarn delivered to the petitioner he 
was to return a pound of cordage to the Navy agent, 
free from expense to the United States; so that his 
profit and compensation for his labor and art in manu- 
facturing consisted in the difference in the weight of 
the hemp and yarns, increased by the quantity of tar 
used in the manufacture. It was also understood by 
the Secretary of the Navy and Mr. Chalmers, that the 
raw material, thus delivered, was to be at the risk of 
the United States, in the event of loss by fire. 

The petitioner commenced manufacturing the cor- 
dage, and had prepared and delivered to the Navy 
agent at Baltimore upwards of nine tons, and had a 
considerable quantity ready to deliver, when, on the 
approach of the enemy towards Baltimore, in the 
month of September last, the rope-walks in which the 
cordage was manufacturing and then deposited, was 
set on fire by order of General Forman, who then 
commanded the Maryland militia at that place; in 
consequence of which the rope-walks were destroyed, 
and, with them, about thirty tons of Russia hemp, 
belonging to the Government, and all the labor and 
profit of the petitioner, except that part of the hemp 
which had been delivered. He asks of Congress to 
reimburse him to the amount of his actual expendi- 
tures, in the purchase of tar, and the money which he 
has paid to persons employed in the manufacture of 
the cordage. 

The committee are not in possession of facts which 
would authorize them to determine whether the de- 
struction of this property was necessary; if it was 
not, however much they might regret and deprecate 
that work, yet they are of opinion that, under the cir- 
cumstances of this case, the individual who sustained 
the loss should at least be reimbursed by the Govern- 
ment to the amount of his claim. They, therefore, 
report by bill, and submit to the House the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition is reason- 
able, and ought to be allowed. 
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THE VOLUNTEER BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
Volunteer bill. 

The question depending at time of adjourn. 
ment, viz: on the adoption of the section exempt. 
ing the two years’ volunteers “from draught or 
other militia duty” at the call of the United 
States, until all the militia within their States 
have served—having been again stated, 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, moved to amend it so 
as to read, that any volunteer who shall serve for 
two years, “shall not thereafter be enrolled in the 
militia or subject to draught or any other militia 
duty during the present war,” unless when the 
militia shall be called out en masse. 

The motion of Mr. Fisk was opposed by 
Messrs. Pirxin, of Connecticut, Barnerr, of 
Georgia, and McKee, of Kentucky, and advo- 
cated by the ‘mover, and Messrs. Wriaurr, of Ma- 
ryland, Ruea, of Tennessee, and Barsour. 

Mr. Desna, of Kentucky, said he hoped the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont (Mr. Fisk) would be adopted, which ex- 
empted volunteers who served the United States 
two years from military service, pending the war, 
except for the defence of the State, or when they 
were called out en masse, as it was the only in- 
ducement held out for volunteers to tender their 
services. He viewed them as a valuable descrip- 
tion of force, particularly if they joined the ser- 
vice for eighteen months ur two years. What 
was the object for introducing this bill? Cer- 
tainly, to obtain speedily a formidable force, not 
to act as the body of your Army, but as an aux- 
liary to the regular force. No; I am for depend- 
ing principally on regulars. What is the encour- 
agement held out by the provisions of this bill 
for men to offer their services? Very inconsidera- 
ble, indeed. You give them no bounty in land, 
nor money ; not even clothing for the first six 
months, You give them the poor pittance of the 
monthly pay. Can gentlemen calculate on ob- 
taining a considerable number of volunteers on 
these terms? If they do, they will be most egre- 
giously mistaken. Men cannot live on the wind; 
they must have something more substantial. 
They must have something to sustain their fam- 
ilies on while they are fighting the battles of their 
country. The price of common labor is from 
thirteen to fifteen dollars per month; and can 
gentlemen expect that men, possessing the virtue, 
the integrity, and enterprise of your people, (I 
mean the yeomanry, of whom the volunteer 
corps must be composed,) will leave their peace- 
able homes and families to encounter the toils and 
difficulties incident to a military life, unless the 
necessary inducements are held out? Thus, all 
men who make their calculations for a living. 
You must meet their calculations, or you do not 
obtain them; particularly when they are to ob- 
tain no credit for patriotic exertions, which, | 
am to conclude, is the case from the manner in 
which some gentlemen have expressed themselves, 
by saying that they would not give anything for 
patriotism that would not last longer than two 
years’ service. Gentlemen are doing their coun- 
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try a serious injury by such expressions, and act- 
ing parsimoniously. Be liberal in your encour- 
agements, and, my word for it, you will succeed 
in obtaining a formidable volunteer force. Corps 
of this description must be formidable when they 
are composed of the best materials. But the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CaLtnoun) 
tells you that this description of force cannot 
stand the tug of war, and appears, from the man- 
ner he has expressed himself on this bill, as if he 
had noconfidenceinthem. And does the gentle- 
man prove that they cannot stand the tug of war, 
by referring you to the volunteers under General 
Porter, who have, during this campaign, signal- 
ized themselves in the different conflicts with the | 
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know they were above the low, malignant prin- 
ciple of revenge. He would know that their ex- 
ertions have arisen from the purest of motives, 
from a real love of country, the pure principle of 
patriotism, and not from the low principle of re- 
venge. The truly brave are always humane; 
they soar above any grovelling motives, and that 
gentleman ought to have made himself better ac- 
quainted with the different sections of the coun- 
try, befure he undertook to speak so freely. Such 
expressions, | conceive, were not warranted by 
the occasion; they are calculated to do a serious 
injury. Ifmen who have done their country sig- 
nal services from pure patriotic motives, (for pay 
was scarcely a consideration with them,) are to 


enemy on the Niagara frontier—who stood and | be treated thus lightly, it will perhaps have the 
fought, side by side, with General Brown’s regu- | effect to make them withhold their services when 
lars, and signalized themselves so nobly ? If they | they are wanting. Mr. D. said we must have 
did not, Congress have acted very inconsistently | men cf some description or give up the contest, 
in giviog them their thanks for their bravery and | which no American ought to think of. Militia 
activity, and awarding a medal to their General | cannot be deemed an efficient force, and they 


for his gallantry. Does the gentleman prove it | 
by referring you to the Tennessee volunteers, who, | 
under the gallant Jackson, endured almost incal- 
culable difficulties and harships, and surmounted 
all obstacles in the Creek war? Or did the gen- 
tleman undertake to prove it by referring you to 
Governor Shelby’s volunteers, who, to the amount 
of thirty-five hundred, met on a few days’ notice, 
joined the standard of the brave and patriotic 
Shelby, and travelled three hundred miles to Lake 
Erie? On the cornmand of the General. they 
abandoned their horses, and crossed the Lake, 
where it was forty miles wide, principally ia 
small brittle boats, pursued the enemy one hun- 
dred miles into the interior of their country and 
took them; and, with the aid of a regiment of 
volunteers commanded by my worthy colleague, 
killed and took prisoners the British army com- 
manded by General Proctor, and defeated the In- 
dians with considerable slaughter. They quar- 
tered eight or nine days on the enemy, living for 
that time on beef, without bread or salt; wading 
waters, in some instances nearly half a mile, up 
to the waist. All this was done by the volun- 
teers, without tents to keep them from the storms, 
without Government advancing them a single 
cent of money, and done too without a murmur; 
and yet these are the description of forces, agree- | 
ably to the favorite phrase of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, that cannot stand the tug of war. 
Mr. D. said the volunteers had done everything 
of a decisive character that has been done from 
the time of the declaration of war until this cam- 
paigo, and participated in it, but are to receive 
no credit for their patriotic exertions, agreeably 
to the declarationsof the gentleman from Georgia. 
(Mr. Forsytu) who has told you that it was not 
patriotic motives that induced the Kentuckians 
to volunteer and go into Canada, but from a prin- 
ciple of revenge. Mr. D. said this was not the 
fact; whoever undertakes to judge without know- 
ing, is very apt to find himself in an error. If 
that gentleman had travelled through Kentucky ; 
had made himself acquainted with the habits, 
dispositions, and principlesof the people, he would 


were certainly the most expensive. The kind of 
economy, or rather the want of economy, pursued, 
of having hundreds of thousands of militia under 
arms at a time, would bankrupt the nation. He 
did not wish the volunteers contemplated to be 
raised under the provisions of this bill, to be en- 
tirely relied on; we must rely principally on reg- 
ulars. But he was satisfied, that under proper 
regulations they might be madea formidable aux- 
iliary force to co-operate with the regular Army. 
He wished the ranks of the regular Army imme- 
diately filled, but he saw but little prospect of it 
from the slow progress of business. We have 
been in session seven weeks, and what have we 
done? Nothing. From the indecisive course, the 
indisposition manifested to despatch business, he 
thought there was but little prospect of anything 
of a decisive character being done shortly, caleu- 
lated to meet the emergency ; for that reason, he 
wished proper encouragement given to induce 
volunteer corps to tender their services, that they 
might be ready to act in case of an emergency. 
The bill as it now stands is scarcely worth pre- 
serving ; you cannot succeed under it to any con- 
siderable extent; hence the necessity of adopting 
the amendment under consideration. Mr. D. said 
there was a necessity of doing something spee- 
diiy. A powerful enemy was, as it were, at your 
doors. To act indecisively, under existing circum- 
stances, was tantamount toacting criminally. At 
a time as perilous as the present, hesitation was 
almost inevitable destruction. You must lay aside 
your temporizing, theoretical, or visionary pro- 
jects. They willnotdo any longer. If the Councils 
of the nation, at a time as perilous as the present, 
are to be conducted by theoretical characters, pro- 
posing and advocating visionary projects, 1 am 
afraid the Government will be ultimately con- 
dueted to ruin. You must pick up the old fash- 
ioned plain matter of fact, common sense; you 
must adopt energetic measures, and adopt them 
promptly. if you wish to preserve your rights and 
save the nation. 

Mr. ForsyTa said, he apprehended there was not 
a member of the House who had misunderstood 
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him, besides the gentleman from Kentucky. It 
was very far from his intention to cast the slight- 
est imputation on the volunteers from Kentucky, 
or on any other of our citizens who had volun- 
teered their services. He estimated the value of 
their services and the purity of their motives as 
highly as any gentleman in the House. He did 
say, and he was prepared to repeat, that patriot- 
ism was not the only leading inducement to their 
energetic conduct. But for the transactions on 
the river Raisin, he believed those volunteers 
would not have turned out in such numbers as 
they did. They were governed by motives of 
resentment against a savage and brutal foe. They 
were, as he had said on a former occasion. stimu- 
lated by revenge—not that dark passion the gen- 
tleman alludes to, but the revenge which governs 
noble minds. The character of that revenge dis- 
played itself in theirconduct. They did not stain 
their hands in the blood of their foe. Having 
conquered him in the field of battle, they took a 
noble revenge, and showed their superiority to 
their enemy by extending to him the hand of 
friendship. 

Mr. Desua thought the sense in which the gen- 
tleman had explained his observations was differ- 
ent from that in which he had understood him to 
make them. As explained, he was satisfied with 
them. 

Mr. Forsyrts said he did not mean what he 
had said as an explanation. 

The amendment proposed was finally negatived 
oat following vote: For the motion 52, against 
it 81. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
new section, Mr. McKee proposed a substitute to 
it, nearly in the following words: 

“That all volunteers who may enter the service of 
the United States under this act, and serve out the 
time stipulated, in all future calls for militia service 
under the authority of the United States, shall have 
credit for a term of service equal to the term served 
by them respectively.” 

On the question to agree to this substitute, it 
was decided in the affirmative—ayes 95. 

After a few remarks of Mr. Fisx, of Vermont, 
in objection to this amendment, and Mr. McKer 
in reply, the question was taken on agreeing to 
the section as amended, and carried in the affir- 
mative without a division. 

Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, then moved an 
amendment going to limit the number of volun- 
teers to be accepted to ten thousand. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. McKee, 
Troup, and Wricat, and advocated by the mover. 

This proposed amendment having been amend- 
ed by striking out ten thousand and inserting 
“fifty thousand,” the amendment limiting the 
number, as amended, was negatived—37 only 
rising in the affirmative. 

Mr. Guotson, of Virginia, then moved to 
amend the first section of the bill, by incorporating 
therein, after the clause authorizing the accept- 
ance of volunteers, the following words: “ who 
may be organized in companies, battalions, and 
regiments, under the authority of any State,” &c. 
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This motion, and that which follows, were 
debated at considerable length. Messrs. Guo . 
son, Wricnt, Suarp, and Fisk, of New York 
advocated the amendment, and Messrs. Wexsrr, 
and GROSVENOR opposed it. 

This amendment was agreed to by the follow. 
ing vote: For the amendment 68, against it 55, 

Mr. GuHotson then moved an amendment jn 
the following section, which he conceived to be 
consequent on this; the object of which was, as 
the reporter understood, to authorize the Execu- 
tive to receive into the service of the United 
States, the volunteer corps so associated and or- 
ganized under State authority. 

On the proposed amendment, the debate was 
renewed with considerable zeal. It was sup. 
orted by Messrs. Guotson, Fisk, of New York, 

ricat, and Ruea, of Tennessee, and opposed 
hy Messrs. Wesster, Grosvenor, and Macon. 

The question thereon was decided by yeas and 
eeee For the motion 71, against it 76, as fol- 
ows: 





Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bines, Bowen, Burwell, Butler, 
Caldwell, Cannon, Chappell, Clopton, Comstock, Uon- 
dit, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Desha, Evans, Findley, Fisk of New 
York, Forney, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Ha!l, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hubbard, Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Vir- 
ginia, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of 
Virginia, Strong, T'annehill, and Wright. 

Nars—Messrs. Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, 
Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Cooper, 
Cox, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Ely, Far- 
row, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, 
Hale, Hopkins, of Kentucky, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Macon, McKee, Montgomery, Moseley, 
Markell, Nelson, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, 
John Reed, Wm. Reed, Robertson, Ruggles, Schure- 
man, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of 
New York, Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, 
Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Troup, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea- 
ton, White, Wilcox, Wilson, of Massachusetts, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Yancey. 


So the motion was negatived. 


Mr. GHo.tson took occasion to observe, that 
the rejection of this amendment, though conse- 
quent upon the first, was of little importance, as 
every purpose he had in view was answered by 
that already adopted. 

This Mr. Grosvenor denied, because, he said, 
as the bill now stood, these volunteers, nominally 
under State authority, must be officered by the 
Executive of the United States, &c. 

To this Mr. Guotson replied, that the words 
‘organized under State authority,” certainly em- 
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braced also the commissioning the officers by the 
States. : ; 

To put this question entirely out of doubt, as 
he said, Mr. INGERSOLL moved to insert, after the 
clause just recited, the words “Provided, the offi- 
cers of the said volunteers shall be commissioned 
by the President of the United States.” This 
motion he supported by a speech of some length, 
to which Mr. Guotson replied also at some 
length. Mr. Ruea made a few observations in 
opposition to it. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, rose to move the 
postponement of the further consideration of this 
subject for the present. He thought it probable, 
when the House had acted on other measures of 
more importance than this, they would be better 
prepared to act on thissubject. When the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs had determined to call 
up this bill before the other two they had re- 
ported, it was under the impression it would meet 
with little or no discussion or diversity of opin- 
ion. Disappointed in that expectation, and be- 
lieving himself that the provisions of this bill 
were Inconsistent with each other, and that those 
provisions were wanting that were necessary to 
give it efficiency, he moved to lay the bill on the 
table, which was agreed to. 





Tugspay, November 8. 


Mr. McKim, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of sundry ship-owners and merchants of Bal- 
timore, representing, that in consequence of the 
strict blockade of our bays and rivers, the private- 
armed service is much discouraged, &c., and sub- 
mitting to Congress the expediency of authori- 
zing a bounty to be given for the destruction of 
the enemy’s vessels. They state their opinion of 
the high effect of this sort of warfare on the ene- 
my’s commerce, and say that they are ready to 

ive the best pledge of their sincerity in this belief, 
if encouragement be afforded, by entering largely 
into the enterprises against the commerce of the 
enemy.—The memorial was read, and referred. 

Mr. Kent, of Maryland, reported a bill to in- 
corporate the subscribers to a bank, by the name 
and style of “ The Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank 
of Georgetown ;” which was twice read, and com- 
mitted, 

On motion of Mr. Cuoprton, of Virginia, a com- 
mittee was ordered to be appointed to wait on the 
President of the United States, with the joint res- 
olution requesting him to appoint a day of fasting 
and prayer. 

The bill for the relief of John Castille passed 
through a Committee of the Whole. [The case 
of the petitioner is nearly this, as stated by Mr. 
Ropertson: The petitioner was convicted, be- 
fore the United States’ Court, of having in his 
possession smuggled goods, and was theosfon fined 
to the amount of fourteen or fifteen thousand dol- 
lars. From circumstances which appeared on 
the trial, he was recommended by the jury to the 
mercy of the Government. He has now been in 
prison eighteen months, and, unless relieved by 
Congress, must forever remain there. Whatever 
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property he has or may acquire still remains lia- 
ble for the fine.] The bill was ordered toa third 
reading. 


SMALL ARMED VESSELS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to authorize the President 
of the United States to cause to be built or pur- 
chased the vessels therein described, viz: not 
more than twenty vessels, to carry not less than 
eight nor more than fourteen guns. 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, (the Chairman of 
the Naval Committee, ) said, the object of the bill 
was sufficiently explained by its contents. As to 
its expediency, the experience of the present war 
had amply demonstrated the utility of this species 
of foree. He called upon the Committee for a 
moment to turn its attention to the cruises of 
those vessels, and compare their effects with those 
of the cruises of the larger vessels. The conquests 
achieved by our frigates, &c., would never be for- 
gotten; they were great and important; but their 
depredations on the commerce of the enemy, dur- 
ing long cruises, had been comparatively unim- 
portant. On reference to the cruises of private 
armed vessels, of the class contemplated by this 
bill, a very different result appeared. The effects 
of their enterprises against the commerce of the 
enemy had been great and important; such, in- 
deed, as to give us every reason to believe that a 
class of small, swift-sailing vessels, of this de- 
scription, would, in all probability, conduce to put 
a speedy end to the war, by the impression it 
would make on the enemy’s commerce. He very 
much doubted whether the Government could 
expend a small sum of money in any way so effi- 
ciently as if appropriated to the particular pur- 
poses of this bill. He knew some of the best and 
most enlightened friends of the Navy were op- 
posed to the bill; but he did not believe, taking 
into consideration all the circumstances of the 
present situation of the country, that they could 
assign sufficient objections to it. Our Navy had 
acquired a greater stock of glory, credit, and rep- 
utation, to themselves, and reflected it upon the 
country, than ever had been acquired in the same 
space of time by any military equipment, either by 
land or ocean, in any country. He had paid some 
little attention to the history of the British navy, 
and he believed the history of our Navy would 
stand a comparison with any other the world 
affords. But, in regard to depredation on the com- 
merce of the enemy, he believed their efficiency 
could not be compared to that of vessels of a 
smaller class. 

Mr..W. Reep, of Massachusetts, rose to oppose 
the bill as it now stood. If he could persuade 
himse!f that the effects anticipated by the honor- 
able Chairman of the Naval Committee could 
ever be realized, in the common course of events, 
he sheuld be the last man in the House to oppose 
the passage of the bill fora moment. He thought 
he could make it appear that the ground assumed 
by the gentleman from Virginia was wholly un- 
tenable, By the force proposed in this bill, Mr. R. 
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said, it was not expected that any battles were to 
be fought with the naval force of the enemy on 
the ocean: we are, on the contrary, to rely on 
what is done, and retreat from the contest. Would 
the House, he asked, create a force which would 
compe! those officers of our Navy who have 
already won so much glory to their country, to 
resort to this species of vessel? Would they ob- 
lige a Perry,a Macdonough, and other officers, to 
command that species of force which obliges them 
to take flight the moment they come in sight of 
the enemy ? He doubted, indeed. whether, if put 
into gunboats, (the most contemptible of all force, ) 
they would retreat from the enemy without first 
trying their strength with him. It was degra- 
ding not only to the character of the men, but of 
the nation, tosubmit such men to serve in this sort 
of mosquilo fleet. However he might have been 
opposed to the war from its commencement— 
and nothing had occurred in its progress which 
changed bis opinion of it—he yet entertained those 
feelings which actuated him, in its commence- 
ment, to endeavor to make it subservient, so far 
as he could, to correct principles. This would 
be as far accomplished by the establishment of a 
navy,as by anything they coulddo. He was war- 
ranted by facis in saying, that no force would be 
half as efficient, in proportion to its expense; none 
would be of so much service to the country ; 
none, certainly, would touch the enemy half as 
much asa naval force of a proper character. What 
are we about to create by this bill? asked Mr. R. 
A species of force, which, like the cowardly and 
ravenous hawk, pounces on its prey, but, whilst 
securing it, perchance, sees some king-bird soar- 
ing round, and quits its prey to seek safety in 
igooble flight. Shall we expose our officers to 
this mortification? He hoped not. Mr. R. then 
touk a view of the cost and expense of this de- 
scription of vessels, proposed by the bill, as com- 
pared with that of sloops of war, and also of their 
relative efficacy to the vessels composing the 
navy of the enemy, of whose vessels in commis- 
sion, in number 598 at the last accounts, 990, be- 
sides the ships-of-the-line and frigates, would be 
superior, and only about 44 schooners, &c., infe- 
rior toit. The schooners to be authorized by the 
bill—upon the ground, which he assumed, that 
they are intended to be schooners— would be infe- 
rior in force to three-fourths of the valuable mer- 
chant ships, and superior only to such enemy’s 
vessels as sail under convoy, for the dispersion of 
which they must wait hefure they could operate 
upon them. Schooners, besides, were unsafe sea- 
boats, liable to lose their masts and spars, which 
it would be difficult for them to replace. He 
contrasted with these vessels the class of sloops 
of war, nut greatly more expensive, which, he said, 
were equal or superior to 334 of the vessels of 
the enemy’s navy, and which no merchant vessel 
ever presumed to resist. For the sake of human- 
ity, even, he therefure thought they cught to be 
preferred. Much reliance appeared to be placed 
on the fast sailing of these schooners, They did 
not, he said, sail faster than well-constructed, 
square-rigged vessels ; and instanced the case of 


some of the most successful of our privateers, 
which were square-rigged, whilst those which 
were otherwise rigged had almost all been swept 
from the ocean by the enemy’s cruisers. He stated, 
in terms supplied by his nautical experience, the 
reason of the superiority of square-rigged vessels, 
Our frigates, he said, were able to overcome any 
schooners that sailed the ocean. In short, he con- 
sidered it a settled point, that our square-rigged 
vessels, built for sailing, were superior to the 
schooners built with the same view. Sloops of 
war, he said, could be equipped nearly a3 soon as 
schooners, and were more efficient, beyond all 
calculation. He wanted something like a naval 
force which should not degrade the character of 
the country. He appealed to the experience of 
our own sloops of war Argus, Peacock, &c., and 
said, he was not disposed to sanction that species 
of force which insured everything but honor, 
and would surrender still more of that treasure 
which he conceived to have been already lav- 
ishly expended. He moved to amend the bill by 
striking out of that clause which describes the 
force of the vessels, the words “not less than 8 
nor more than 14 guns,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words “ not less than 20 nor more than 
24 guns.” 

Mr. InGersout, of Pennsylvania, corrected the 
impression of Mr. Reep as to “ schooners,” which 
word was not contained in the bill, but the 
word “vessels.” Mr. L. was desirous of amending 
the bill so as to read “not less than eight nor 
more than twenty-two guns.” This he said, 
would be doing little more than extending the 
discretion of the Navy Department, in the par- 
ticular in which he thought it might be safely 
confided in; and, without subscribing to the sen- 
timents of either of the gentlemen, he did not 
despair of being able to satisfy the Committee 
that the amendment he proposed would answer 
the purposes of the Government better than in 
its present shape. The limitation to fourteen 

uns, he apprehended, was inserted in the other 
ebm on the motion of a gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Smrra,) for whose professional knowl- 
edge and general opiaions on this subject, Mr. |. 
said, he had the greatest respect. But it was not 
the fact, he believed, that the best privateers were 
limited to fourteen guns; and for proof of this 
assertion he need only refer to the newspapers 
of the last week. One or two privateers which 
had lately come into port, after reaping a rich 
harvest on the ocean, carried sixteen guns. They 
were, however, manned by adventurous men, ac- 
customed to man and work what are called the 
Baltimore schooners, and who without any dis- 
paragemeant to the officers of the Navy were betier 
qualified than they for that peculiar class of vessels, 
Mr. I. favored the adoption of a larger class than 
that proposed by the bill, as better adapted to our 
officers, and also to the nature of the service. He 
referred to the cruises of our sloops of war, which 
had been brilliant and honorable to our country, 
annoying, mischievous, and discreditable to the 
enemy. He was therefore in favor of leaving @ 
discretion in the Government to build or purchase 
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yessels of different rates, from eight to twenty- 
two guns. 

Mr. McKim, of Maryland, said he was im- 
pressed with the belief that the smaller descrip- 
tion of vessels embraced in the hill would be 
more beneficial than the large class now pro- 
posed. If we take a view of the cruises of dif- 
ferent vessels, public and private, of various sizes, 
it must be obvious that smaller vessels are abun- 
dantly more efficient than the larger ones. The 
larger vessels added to our glory, and proved 
our military capacity on the ocean; never had 
the valor, intrepidity, and nautical skill of any 
nation been more distinguished than those of 
the United States. But he was astonished to 
hear any gentleman assert that small vessels 
were not more efficient in annoying the com- 
merce of the enemy than larger ones. It ap- 
peared tohim that our naval military renown 
had been raised to the highest point; and, if he 
had the management, he would not again send 








' out our larger vessels during the war, for there 
_ would be little chance of meeting with vessels of 


the enemy except in squadron. Our object is 
now to attack the enemy where he is most vul- 
nerable, in his commerce; for that purpose, he 
was decidedly of opinion the smaller class of ves- 


_ sels was the best, and the expense of them not 


more than thirty or thirty-five thousand dollars 
each. Britain now enjoyed almost the whole 
carrying trade of the world. It is in our power, 
in a great degree, to deprive her of the advan- 
tages of it, and he hoped we should avail our- 
selves of the opportunity. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, adverted to the 
cruise of the Mammoth privateer, noticed in this 
morning’s paper, and read it as an argument in 
favor of the bill. As to the rigging, it was not pre- 
scribed in the bill but left, as it should be, to the 
discretion vf the Head of the Department. As 


_ to the discredit of running from an enemy, Mr. 
_ W. asked if any honor was lost if by aceident 


our naval officers in these vessels should fall into 
the hands of an enemy treble or ten times its 
force, or if they made every exertion to escape 
capture by superior force? He contended not. 
The cruise of the Mammoth proves the efficacy 
of these vessels; she captured and destroyed 
twenty-one vessels, saw many cruisers, but escaped 
from them all, anything in the remarks of the gen- 
tleman to the contrary notwithstanding. When 
France had been obliged to shut up her ships-of- 
the-line in port, she had greatly annoyed the 
British commerce by her small cruisers. Let 
gentlemen turn their eyes to the accounts of the 
dissatisfaction at Lloyd’s, and they will find the 
enterprise of our privateers and small national 
armed vessels has greatly vexed the British mer- 
chants. We can fit out three or four of these for 
the cost of one sloop of war; even the smallest 
class were equal to cope with any merchantman; 
and they were not expected to catch frigates. 
They had been compared to hawks. Making use 
of this comparison, he said he had never heard of 
a hawk catching an eagle, though eagles fre- 
quently caught hawks. For, he said, these small 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—18 
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vessels were not expected to encounter frigates 
or sloops of war. He compared them to the skir- 
mishers of an army, who fight till out-numbered, 
and then retreat to the main body. Our large 
vessels could not get in or out, whilst these flyers 
would defy the cruisers of the enemy to block- 
ade them. A privateer of eight guns, he said, 
was able to take a merchant ship of forty guns 
and only half the number of men. He made 
some allusion to the use of liquid fire, to be used 
at sea and spouted on the enemy. Gentlemen 
might laugh at this idea, he said, but he had no 
doubt, if it were made the interest of the region 
from which the gentleman from Massachusetts 
comes, the people in that quarter would find the 
means of applying this invention, which had re- 
ceived the warm approbation of some men well 
skilled in nautical war. If these vessels carried 
too many guns, it would impede their sailing. 
This description of vessels (Baltimore flyers) 
required to be trimmed and navigated in a par- 
ticular way; and te did not know, if the enemy 
got possession of one of them, but they would up- 
set it from ignorance of the manner of sailing it. 
It would be folly of an extraordinary kind, Mr. 
W. said, to send our frigates out for the purpose 
of fighting alone against so superior a force as 
they must encounter; for even the French, with 
their great navy, had been obliged to lay it up 
when at war with England, or else to send out 
squadrons by stealth. As tothese schooners, Mr. 
W. said, they could not be caught; you might as 
well attempt tocatch a bird. They can sail nearer 
the wind thau square rigged vessels, &c. He knew 
enough of navigation to know that they could, in 
that way, out-sail square rigged vessels, &c. He 
hoped, therefore, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts would sanction this bill as it stood, anything 
in his opposition to the war to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Mr. Lownpes said he should vote against this 
amendment, in expectation that the amendment 
suggested by Mr. INGersou. would be accepted. 
He was in favor of vesting a discretion in the 
Executive as to the precise rate of these vessels. 
Listening attentively to the arguments, he could 
see no ground on which to believe that the House 
were more competent to deeide the question as to 
the proper rate of these vessels, and the proper 
number of guus or masts they should carry, than 
the Secretary of the Navy, to whom therefore he 
was disposed to consign this question. In respeet 
to one point, the capacity of schooners to outsail 
square rigged vessels, he could say the gentleman 
from Maryland was mistaken. He was informed 
by a naval officer, than whom there was none in 
whom more confidence might be reposed, (Captain 
Perry.) that he had never known an instance in 
which a brig of the United States had failed to 
overtake a schooner. The brigs of the enemy 
might not be able to overtake our schooners; but 
this difference arose from the superiority of our 
seamanship. Withoutassigning the reasons which 
satisfied his mind of the expediency of a larger 
class of vessels, he said he should vote against this 
amendment, with a view to vote for one which 
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should leave a wider discretion with the Execu- Mr. Wrieut and Mr. PLeasants hey devia. 
tive. edly opposed this motion, on the ground of the 


The question was then taken on Mr. Reep’s | very unnecessary delay it would occasion to the 
motion to amend the bill, and negatived—ayes | execution of this bill, which ought to be carrie; 
only 40. into effect promptly, if at all. The two object 

Mr. Incersout then moved to amend the bill | did not conflict, nor were they connected ; ani 
by striking out 14, the maximum, and inserting | the amendment was therefore injudicious. Th, 

guns, so as that the rate of the vessels shall | Government had, no doubt, made every exertion 
not fall short of 8 nor exceed 22 guns. to get these vessels ready, compatible with other 

This motion Mr. I. supported by a speech, in | engagements, and the urgency of the case, &c, 
which he expressed his decided preference for the | This motion was eiataivnion ves only 25, 
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larger class of vessels. He reviewed the cruises; The Committee thenrose and reported the bili | 


of our frigates, pronouncing the capture of the | to the House, who agreed to the amendment 
Guerriere by the Constitution as having been | which had been made to it. 
more important, in its moral effect, than allthe | Mr. Witttam Reep then moved to strike oy 
cruises of all our privateers put together; and | eight, the minimum of force, and insert “ eigh:. 
certainly the most efficient cruise of any vessel, | een ;” which motion was negatived by yeas and 
great or small, had been that of the Essex. If | nays—yeas 43, nays 98. 
these vessels were intended merely to act as pri- The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
vateers, they had nothing todo but to take off the | time to-morrow. 
double duties on prize goods, and they would have | 
no occasion to employ public vessels on that ser- | . 
vice. Wepnespay, November 9. 
Mr. Pueasants spokein explanation. He had | Mr. Kitgourn, of Ohio, presented a memorial 
no objection to the amendment now proposed, | of seven hundred and twenty-nine persons, pray- 
oing to extend the Executive discretion, but that | ing, for reasuns therein stated, that certain public 
it would interfere with the bill as it had been ar- | lands may be appropriated and sold at twelve and 
ranged with some care in the Senate, and passed | a half cents the acre to actual settlers. On the 
that body. The idea of disgrace attaching to | question to refer the same to the Committee on 
vessels from running from superior force, was | Public Lands, there were for the motion 48, 
more romantic than real. On what principles | against it 50. So the House refused to refer the 
ought naval commanders, or even military com- | said memorial, which falls on the table of course. 
manders, toact? Every wise general, every pru-| Mr. Kent, of Maryland, from the District Com- 
dent sea captain, will get out of the way of a| mittee, reported a bill to incorporate the sub- 
force too heavy for him: a ship flies a frigate, a | scribers to a bank in Alexandria, by the name 
frigate a seventy-iour, &c. This objection, he | and style of the Union Bank of Alexandria; 
thought, had as little weight as any other which | which bill was twice read, and committed. 
had been urged. | The bill for the relief of John Castille, of the 
The question on the amendmeut proposed by | city of New Orleans, was read a third time. 
Mr. INGERSOLL, was decided in the affirmative | The bill from the Senate “authorizing the 
by a large majority. President of the United States to cause to be 
Mr. Wituiam Reep then moved to amend the | built or purchased the vessels therein described,’ 
bill so as to put it in execution, “as soon as mea- | as amended in this House, was read a third time, 
‘ sures are taken to equip for sea such of the larger | and passed, without opposition. 
‘ vessels directed to be built by former laws,as are| On motion of Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, the 
‘ in such a state of forwardness as that they may | House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
* be equipped during the ensuing winter.” Whole on the bill authorizing the Secretary o! 
This motion he supported by a speech of con- State to make an additional allowance, during 
{ 





siderable length, in which he expressed a want of | the present war, to masters of vessels for bringing 
confidence in the head of the Navy Department, | home destitute and distressed American seamen 
which prevented him from relying implicitly on | to the United States, 

him for the faithful execution of this trust, unless | Mr. Eppes quoted the letters received from the 
he were bound to it by a special provision like | Secretary of State at the last session recomment- 
this. He adverted to the state of these vessels ; | ing the passage of the bill; from which it ap- 
the inactivity of preparation. Why they were | pears that no larger appropriation is asked for 
left defenceless, and obliged to rely on the indul- | than that annually made, but the appropriation 
gence or generosity of the States for the cannon | of a gross sum of the same amount is recom- 
to protect them, he could not say, but he should | mended, and also the repeal of the limitation now 
be glad to know. He made a number of other | provided of ten dollars for each seaman so brought 
remarks in this strain, and to show the advan- | into the United States. 

tages the United States would derive from send-| The Committee reported the bill without 
ing these vessels out this Winter, which was not | amendment, and it was ordered to be engrossed 
yet too late to be accomplished by a Zealous, | for a third reading to-morrow. 

faithful, and active officer,&c. Thoughnofriend| The bill directing the staff officers of the Army 
to the war, he was disposed by active exertions to | to comply with the requisitions of the naval and 
bring it to as speedy a close as possible, &c. marine officers in certain cases, having been 
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called over, was,on motion of Mr. Peasants, 
of Virginia, postponed until to-morrow week. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. Eppes. of Virginia, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill “to provide ad- 
‘ ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
* Government, and sustaining the public credit, by 
‘laying duties on spirits distilled within the Uni- 
‘ted States, and amending the act laying duties 
‘ on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors.” 

The bill contains twenty-seven sections, all of 
mere detail, conformable to the resolutions which 
have passed the House, except the following: 


Src. 25. And be it further enacted, That towards 


establishing an adequate revenue to provide for the 


payment of the expenses of Government, for the punctu- 
al payment of the public debt, principal and interest, 
contracted and to be contracted, according to the terms 
of the contracts respectively ; and for creating an ade- 
quate sinking fund gradually to reduce, and eventually 
to extinguish the public debt, contracted, and to be 
contracted; the rates and duties laid and imposed by 
this act, and the duties laid and imposed upon licenses 
to distillers, in and by the said act, entitled “An act 
laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous 
liquors,” shall continue to be laid, levied, and collected 
during the present war between us and Great Britain, 
and until the purposes aforesaid shall be completely 
accomplished, anything in the said act of Congress to 
the contrary thereof, in any wise, notwithstanding. 
And for the effectual application of the revenue to be 
raised by and from the said duties to the purposes 
aforesaid, in due form of law, the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged: Provided always, That 
whenever Congress shall deem it expedient, to alter, 
reduce, or change the said duties or either of them, it 
shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and substitu- 
ting by law, at the same time, and for the same pur- 
poses, other duties which shall be equally productive 
with the duties so altered, reduced, or changed: And 
provided further, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be deemed or construed in anywise to rescind or 
impair any specific appropriation of the said duties or 
either of them; but such appropriation shall remain 
and be carried into effect according to the true intent 
and meaning of the law and laws making the same, 
anythiag in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 26, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to anticipate the 
collection and receipt of the duties laid and imposed 
by this act, and by the said act, entitled “An act laying 
duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” by 
obtaining a loan, upon the pledge of the said duties for 
the reimbursement thereof, to an amount not exceed- 
ing six millions of dollars, and at a rate of interest not 
exceeding six per centum per annum. And any bank 
or banks now incorporated, or which may hereafter be 
incorporated, under the authority of the United States, 
is, and are, hereby authorized to make such loan: Pro- 
vided always, and it is expressly declared, That the 
money so obtained upon loan, shall be applied to the 
purposes aforesaid, to which the said duties so to be 
pledged are by this act applied and appropriated, and 
to no other purposes whatsoever. 


The bill was committed.— And on motion, the 
House adjourned. 
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A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate do not concur in the amendment 
proposed by this House to the bill “to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause to be 
built or purchased the vessels therein described.” 

A motion was then made by Mr. Pieasants, 
that this House do recede from their amendment 
to the bill, disagreed to by the Senate as aforesaid. 
And the question being taken, it was determined 
in the negative: Whereupon. 

Resolved, That this House do insist on the said 
amendment, and ask a conference upon the sub- 
ject-matter thereof. 

Mr. Pieasants, Mr. Wixtiiam Reep, and Mr. 
INGERSOLL, were appointed the managers at the 
said conference on the part of the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate adhere to their disagreement to 
the amendments of this House to the bill “ to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to cause 
to be built or purchased the vessels therein de- 
scribed,” and agree to the conference asked upon 
the subject-matter thereof, and have appointed 
managers on their part. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of State, 
during the present war, to make an additional al- 
lowance to masters of vessels for bringing home 
destitute and distressed American seamen, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of John 
Chalmers, jr. The bill was discussed, and its 
object explained by the Chairman of the Com- 

| mittee of Claims (Mr. Yancey) and by the read- 
ing of the report of the Committee, and then re- 
| ported to the House. 

After the bill was reported to the House, some 
| discussion took place on the point, whether Mr. 
Chalmers did or did not receive timely notice of 

the intention to burn the building containing the 
| yarn, &c., which was destroyed. The bill was 
| eventually ordered to lie on the table, on motion 
of Mr. Eppes of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. Kitsourn, of Ohio, the peti- 
tion which he presented yesterday, praying for 
the exposure of the public lands for sale at twelve 
and a half cents per acre to actual settlers, was 
taken up and referred. 


ARMY SUPPLIES AND DISCIPLINE. 


Mr. Catnoun, of South Carolina, offered for 
consideration the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of changing 
the present mode of supplying the Army by contracts, 
or some other better calculated for a state of war, and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
inform the House whether the Army of the United 
States is trained by any one uniform system of disci- 
pline; and, if not, what are the causes which have 
prevented it. 


Mr. Catuowun said, it was not necessary to 
state to the House, that next to having an army, 
to have it well supplied and well trained was 








Snare 


Sc oi 


Peceetaeetes 


Fc 





an object of the greatest importance. He had 


: 
: 
{ 
i 
Pi 
if 


551 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
H. or R. ; 


been informed, from a source to be relied on, that 
the present mode of supplying the Army, whilst 
it subjected the public to speculations by the con- 
tractors, was frequently on great emergencies 
found wholly inefficient. One of the most im- 
portant enterprises in the South would have fail- 
ed in consequence of the deficiency of the con- 
tractor, had not the difficulty been overcome by 
the great energy of the Commanding General on 
that occasion. There was, he had also under- 
stood, a variance in the discipline of the Army, 
in consequence of five or six different systems 
employed in training of the Army. So great 
was this variance, that no large body of our 
Army, Brown’s command perhaps excepted, could 
be properly exercised together. 
The resolutions were agreed to 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. Eppes, by general consent, made a report 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, on the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the three 
million loan bill. [This amendment proposes to 
pledge, to pay the interest and gradually redeem 
the principal of this particular loan, a portion of 
the internal duties now existing, or to be hereaf- 
ter imposed.] The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia sid, the Committee of 
Ways and Means had had under consideration 
the propriety of a general increase of the Sinking 
Fund. They considered it proper that any mea- 
sure of this kind ought to apply to all the new 
stock, and not toa small portion of it. On this 
subject they had addressed a letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, requesting him to state those 
particulars of information which were necessary 
to enable the Committee to take up the whole sub- | 
ject, and place the new debt of the United States | 
upon the same firm and solid basis that the old 
debt had previously been placed on. If the House 
were of opinion that it would be better to apply 
this principle toa fragment of the debt, than to | 
make the general provision he had suggested, they 
would vote for the amendment of the Senate. 
If, however, it was their opinion that every pub- 
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Fripay, November 11. 


Another member, to wit: from New York, Isaac 
WIL.1AMs, jr., appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of the Presiden 
and Directors of the Bank of Alexandria, praying 
that their charter may be so amended as that they 
may be authorized to issue notes for any sum not 
less than one dollar.—Referred to the Committe 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of sundry jp. 
habitants of the counties of Augusta, Rocking. 
ham, and Shenandoab, in the State of Virginia, 
who profess themselves to be of that class of cit- 
zens called ancient German Baptists, Tunkards, 
and Menonists; and are conscientiously scrupu- 
lous of bearing arms, praying to be protected in the 
full enjoyment of their religious liberties, and 
liberty of conscience, according to the faith.—Re. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue to cause a clerk in his office 
to aid him in signing licenses; which was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time to-day. 

Mr. Eppes also reported a bill to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of Gov- 
ernment and maintaining the public credit, by 
duties on sales at auction; on the postage of let- 
ters; on licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, 
and foreign merchandise; on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons; and on plated harness; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Jennings, from the committee appointed 
on the 4ih instant, reported a bill to authorize the 
publication of the lawsof the United States withia 
the Territories of the United States; which was 
read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue to cause a clerk in his office 
to aid him in signing licenses was read the third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Connicr, 

Resolved, That the report and documents sub- 
mitted to the House, on the 9th of April last, by 
the committee appointed to inquire into the man- 
ner of making contracts for supplying the Army 
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lic creditor ought to receive the same measure | of the United States, be referred to the Committee 
of justice, and that no line of discrimination | on Public Expenditures, with instructions to in- 
ought to be drawn between them, the rule ought | quire in what particular instances, if any, the 
to be extended to all the new debt. if to any. | public moneys advanced to quartermasters ani 
The Committee had on these grounds determined | army contractors have been misapplied; what 
to recommend a disagreement to the Senate’s | losses, if any, are likely to be sustained, and what 
amendment. On this view of the subject, when | measures, if apy, are taken for their recovery; 
the House reflected that they had already given | and that said committee be further instructed 1 
the most substantial pledges to impose sufficient | inquire and report to this House, in what par 
taxes; when a bill bad been reported containing | ticular instances, if any, the supplies of provisions 
a provision for creating an adequate Sinking | and other necessaries, furnished by the contrac- 
Fund, and paying the interest of the debt, and | tors for the use of the militia, when in service. 
thus reviving the public credit, he hoped the | have been found to be either deficient in quantily 
House would think with him, that it would be | or unfit for use, together with such amendments 
more correct to take that course than to adopt | asthe laws on these subjects may, in their opinion, 





the amendment of the Senate. 
The question to disagree to the amendment of 
the Senate, was decided in the affirmative. 


require. 
The Speaker laid before the House a report 
from the War Department, stating, that few o 
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no material papers were lost, during the late in- 
eursion of the enemy. — 

A message was received from the Senate in- 
sisting on their amendment to the three million 
loan bill, and inviting a conference. On motion 
of Mr. Eppes, the House insisted on their disa- 
greement, and accepted the invitation of the Sen- 
ate to a conference. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Yancey of North 
Carolina, resumed the consideration of the bill for 
the relief of John Chalmers, jr. Further evidence 
in support of his claim was produced and read. 

The motion depending on the former discussion 
of the bill, was to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

The questions now presented by it were these: 
1. Whether this was a class of cases, which, if 
clearly established, was entitled to the favorable 
attention of Congress? 2. Whether, if it was such 
a case, it would be proper to act singly on this 
case, without reference to others of a similar 
character? 3. Whether the statement of facts 
was supported by theevidence? On the two first 
of these points, the opinion appeared to be gen- 
erally favorable to the claimant, considering his 
case entirely sui generis. On the last point, there 
was a difference of opinion, on the ground that 
the House had not before it as conclusive evidence 
on the subject as was within their reach. 

In the end, however, the motion to recommit 
the bill was negatived, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, called up the National 
Bank bill; but, on suggestion of Mr. Gaston of 
North Carolina that time had not been allowed 
since it was reported for the due consideration of 
its provisions, waived his motion, and gave notice 
that he should call it up on Monday. 

The order of the day on the bill making further 
provision “for filling the ranks of the regular 
aes by classifying the free male population of 
the United States ;” having been called over— 

Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, moved that 
the further consideration of this order of the day be 
postponed until Tuesday next. In support of this 
motion, he urged the impropriety of the two 
branches of the Legislature acting at the same 
time on two bills, with totally distinct provisions, 
having the same object in view. If both should 
pass, the interchange of the bills would place each 

ouse in an awkward predicament. In any view, 
no time could be saved by acting on this bill, 
pending the discussion of another bill on the same 
subject ia the other branch of the Legislature. 

The question on postponement was carried in 
the affirmative without a division. 


PETITION OF WILLIAM ARNOLD. 


Mr. Cuaprett, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions and Revolutionary Claims, made a report 
on the petition of William Arnold; which was 
read, and committed to a Committee of the whole 
House on Monday next. The report is as fol- 
lows: 

That the petitioner states that he was possessed of a 
loan office certificate, issued from the loan office in 











Massachusetts, payable to Christopher Clark, or bearer, 
for $600, and dated the 25th October, 1777. That on 
the 27th December, 1787, his house was burnt, and, 
with it, this certificate, &c. He prays that another 
certificate of like value may be issued to him. 

From the papers submitted to the committee, it ap- 
pears that the house of the petitioner was destroyed 
by fire, as stated in the petition; that the said certifi- 
cate had been in the possession of the petitioner ; that 
the fact of its destruction was made known to two wit- 
nesses soon after it happened; and that notice of said 
destruction was given in one of the public papers of 
Boston, and also in the Newport Herald. These ad- 
vertisements were not inserted, however until October, 
1790, nearly three years after the destruction. 

In December, 1790, the petitioner notified the com- 
missioner of loans at Boston of the fact, and deposited 
with him the evidence thereof. That in November, 
1791, he petitioned Congress on the subject, which 
was referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
made his report in April, 1792. This report was re- 
ferred to the committee who reported thereon, but the 
report was not further acted on. 

From the above facts it appears that the petitioner 
has complied with the requisites of the resolve of Con- 
gress of the 10th of May, 1780, in every particular 
except as to the time in which notice should have 
been given of the destruction. 

It also appears, by a letter received from the Audi- 
tor of the Treasury, that this claim was presented, and 
registered in his office on the 29th of May, 1795, 
which is within the time prescribed by the act of the 
21st April, 1794; and that the reason why it was not 
recognised and settled was, that the advertisement of 
the destruction of the certificate was too late to entitle 
the claimant to relief. 

From the foregoing facts, the committee feel satis- 
fied that the claim is a just one; and they find no 
legal objection to its being allowed, except that the 
provision of the resolve of 1780, relative to the notice 
of the destruction of the certificate has not been com- 
plied with. ‘They do not think this objection sufficient 
to bar the claim. It may not be proper, on slight oc- 
casions, to forego the provisions of a law founded in 
wisdom, and thereby give precedents to sanction claims 
supported neither by law nor equity; but when to ob- 
tain justice it is necessary to do so, the committee feel 
not only willing, but bound to doit. They, therefore, 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought to 
be granted. 





Treascony DerartTMeENt, 
Auditor's Office, October 28, 1814. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the 27th instant, 
I have the honor to state, that the claim of William 
Arnold for the renewal of a loan office certificate of 
the nominal value of six hundred dollars, under the 
act of the 21st April, 1794, was presented and regis- 
tered at this office, on the 29th May, 1795; and that 
the papers in relation thereto (believed to be the same 
now offered in support of his petition) remained in 
my possession until the 5th of March, 1814, when they 
were withdrawn by Mr. Potter of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. The objection to the admission of this 
claim at the Treasury, as noted on a general statement 
furnished the chairman of the Committee of Claims, 
on the 8th of March, 1802, were in the following 
words: “The destruction appears to have taken place 
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on the 27th December, 1787, but was not advertised 
until the month of October, 1790, which was too late 
to entitle the claimant to the benefit of the act.’”’ The 
petition and documents are herewith returned. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
obedient humble servant, 
R. HARRISON. 





Hon. Joun C. Cuaprrtt, 
Chairman of Committee on Pensions, &c. 


PAY OF THE TROOPS. 


Mr. Harris, of Tennessee, submitted for con- 
sideration the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law that any kind of money which may be paid 
by the Government to the troops in the service of the 
United States, for military services, shall be receivable 
in payment from the people for their taxes. 

Mr. H. said that the propriety of offering the 
resolution had suggested itself to his mind from 
the circumstance of the Tennessee troops having 
been paid for their services in the Creek war, 
with Chilicothe notes. It was true, he said. that 
sgme of the notes were made payable in Balti- 
more and Philadelphia, but many of them were 
payable at the Chilicothe Bank, in Ohio. These 
notes, he said, would not pass in Tennessee, with- 
out a discount of from ten to twenty-five per cent. 
and that the tax gatherers were not authorized to 
receive them in the payment of taxes. Mr. H. 
said thata provision like the one contemplated by 
the resolution, would prevent the paymasters 
from speculating upon the people. That it was 
now in the power of the paymasters to make ar- 
rangements so as to pay troops off with notes on 
the most distant and inconvenient banks, and af- 
terwards to have them purchased up at a consid- 
erable discount. It was a fact, he said, that the 
Chilicothe notes would not be taken from the 
people in Tennessee, even by the merchants, with- 
out a discount of at least ten per cent. He said 
that the Tennessee troops who fought last Winter 
the Creek war, and returned covered with scars, 
received for their services these notes, which are 
not allowed to be taken in the payment of their 
taxes. For this evil he hoped the Committee of 
Ways and Means would be able to provide a 
remedy. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SMALL ARMED VESSELS. 


Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, from the commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses relative to the bill authorizing the 
purchase or building of not more than twent 


ing the House to strike out the words “twenty- 
two” guns and insert “sixteen;” so as that the 
vessels to be built or purchased shall carry not less 
than eight nor more than sixteen guns. 
Mr. P. stated, that on recurring to the letter of | 
the Secretary of the Navy, recommending the 
authorization of those vessels, it appeared that 
they were intended to be schooners. It was pretty 
well understood that sixteen was the largest 
number of guns which the largest class of schoon- 
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ers carries. The vessels embraced by the bil! 
were considered by the Naval Committee merely 
in the light of a temporary acquisition, not asa 
permanent addition to the oe. Vessels of this 
description could be very readily obtained, pre- 
pared with great facility and sent to sea with ex. 
pedition, (which was a great object,) and when 
there was no longer occasion for them, could be 
disposed of at their full value. All these consid. 
erations, combined, urged the adoption of the 
modification proposed by the committee. 

Mr. W. Resp, of Massachusetts not desiring 
to repeat arguments he had heretofore urged on 
this subject, said he rose only to remind the House 
of the abortion of former attempts to procure by 
purchase a temporary naval force. As to the dis. 
posal of them at the end of the war, Mr. R. said 
most probably the enemy would take care of them 
all before the end of the Winter. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
then agreed to. 





Saturpay, November 12. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, “ making fur- 
ther provision for filling the ranks of the Army 
of the United States ;” in which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The bill was read twice, and committed to the 


| Committee of the Whole, to whom is committed 


the bill making further provision for filling the 
ranks of the regular Army, by classifying the free 
male population of the United States. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the publication 
of the Laws of the United States within the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of John Cha!- 
mers, jun., was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McKim, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were directed to inquire into 
the expediency of imposing a duty on all goods 
and merchandise imported into the United States, 
that, under the existing laws, may be admitted to 
entry free of duty. 

Mr. McKee, from the Committee on the Pub- 


‘lic Lands, reported a bill giving the right of pre- 
|emption on the purchase of lands to certain set- 


tlers in the Indiana Territory ; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 


| Whole. 
| report from the committee of conference: 


Mr. Eppes, of Viriginia, made the following 


“The managers on the part of the Senate, and on 


y ; 
small armed vessels, made a report recommend- | the part of the House of Representatives, at the con- 


ference on the amendments of the Senate, disagreed to 
by the House of Representatives, to the bill entitled 
‘An act to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding 
three millions of dollars,’ report, that the Senate do 
recede from their amendments to the said bill, except 
so much thereof as strikes out the last clause of the 
5th section, and do agree, as a substitute therefor, to 
the two following sections, &c. 

“Sc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion to the annual sum of eight millions of dollars here- 
tofore appropriated to the Sinking Fund, adequate and 
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permanent funds shall, during the present session of 
Congress, be provided and appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the interest, and reimbursement of the princi- 
pal of said stock created by this act. 

“Sxc. 7, And be it further enacted, That an ade- 
quate and permanent sinking fund, gradually to re- 
duce, and eventually to extinguish the public debt, 
contracted and to be contracted during the present 
war, shall also be established during the present ses- 
sion of Congress.” 

The report having been read, it was, on motion 
of Mr. Eppes, ordered to lie on the tabie, until the 
bill should be returned from the Senate. It was 
subsequently taken up, and the report agreed to, 


TREASURY NOTES. 


The following resolutions were submitted for 
consideration by Mr. Hatt. 


1. Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue notes 
convenient for circulation, to the amount of mil- 
lions of dollars, under such checks as may be thought 
best calculated to detect counterfeits, in which alone, 
and gold and silver, shall all taxes, duties, imposts, or 
debts due, or which hereafter become due to the Uni- 
ted States, be paid. 

2. Resolved, That the Treasury notes which may be 
issued as aforesaid, shall be a legal tender in all debts 
due, or which may hereafter become due, between the 
citizens of the United States, or between a citizen of 
the United States and a citizen or subject of any for- 
eign State or Kingdom. 

3. Kesolved, That the Secretary of War, under the 
direction of the President, shall cause to be purchased, 
in each State and Territory, and in each collection 
district thereof, as nearly as circumstances will permit, 
supplies for the Army and Navy of the United States, 
to the amount of taxes to be collected in each State, 
Territory, and collection district. 

4. Resolved, That any individual, or body corporate 
or politic, at the expiration of twelve months from the 
date of the Treasury notes, by them held, and annu- 
ally thereafter at their option, may fund the same, and 
receive in lieu thereof six per cent. stock. 

5. Resolved, That, after paying the annual amount 
of principal and interest of the existing public debt, 
and the interest which may accrue on the stock cre- 
ated, by funding the Treasury notes to be issued by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the whole amount of 
taxes, duties, imposts, and sales of public lands, shall 
be pledged for the redemption of the notes which may 
remain in circulation. 


Upon each of these resolutions Mr. H. made a 
number of remarks. He said they embraced, to- 
gether, a system, he verily believed was the only 
one which would relieve the United States from 
their present difficulty, and support the public 
credit in future. The want of a circulating me- 
dium was generally felt; and, indeed, without it, 
the people in the interior would be unable to pay 
their taxes, deprived as they were of a market for 
their surplus produce. Bank paper of one section 
of the country was in a state of depreciation in 
another; and unless some medium of general 





credit was immediately established, incalculable 


evils would result, &c. 
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The question on consideration of these resolves. 


was taken separately, at the instance of Mr. 
OakLey. 


The House agreed to consider the Ist, 3d, 4th, 


and 5th, but refused to consider the 2d, by the 
following vote, as taken by yeas and nays—for 
considering it 42, against it 95, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 


ry, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Burwell, Butler, Cannon, 
Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Desha, Earle, Forney, Franklin, Ghol- 
son, Giasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Har- 
ris, Hubbard, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Macon, Me- 
Coy, Parker, Pickens, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Roane, Robertson, Shipherd, Stanford, and 
Williams. 


Nars—Messrs. Archer, Baylies of Massachusetts, 


Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, 
Brigham, Brown, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cham- 
pion, Chappell, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, 
Duvall, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, Forsyth, Gaston, Ged- 
des, Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hul- 
bert, Ingersoll, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, 
Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, King of North Carolina, Law, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Markell, McKee, McKim, McLean, 
Moore, Moseley, Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, 
Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, John Reed, William Reed, 
Rich, Ruggles, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, 
Tallmadge, Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Udree, Vose, 


Lewis, 


Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, 


Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter, Wright, and Yancey. 


The question having been stated on agreeing 
to the other resolutions— 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, said, that, in 
the absence of the Chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, he should assign reasons, 
which he hoped would appear satisfactory, for 
the motion he was about to make. The resolu- 
tions, so far as they were directory to the com- 
mittee, enjoined on it no other duties than it had 
already perfurmed. To establish a circulating 
medium, the Committee of Ways and Means had 
proposed, in their report, at an early day in the 
session, to issue Treasury notes, in many respects 
resembling the species of paper embraced in the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia. Soon after 
the committee made this report, a correspondence 
had been opened through the chairman, between 
the committee and the new Secretary of the 
Treasury, which correspondence had been already 
laid before the House. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, believing that the emission of Treas- 
ury notes could only be made with advantage to 
a certain extent, had thought proper to suggest a 
proposition for supplying a circulating medium 
of general confidence, by establishing a National 
Bank. After receiving and reporting this corres- 
pondence, the Committee of Ways and Means 
had thought proper to report, in general terms, a 
resolution that it is expedient to establish a Na- 
tional Bank; which resolution had received the 
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sanction of the House. A plan, in pursuance of | 
that resolution, had been reported, and was now | 


in possession of the House. The House were | pyouse resolved itself into a Committee of the 
then in possession of two projects ; the one first re- | Whole, on the bill to incorporate the subscriber: 
ported, for issuing Treasury notes, and that now | to the Bank of the United States of America. 

reported for the establishment of a bank. Theob-|  Afier the reading of the bill through, to give jt 
ject of the resolutions now before the House, was | preference in the orders of the day, the Commit. 


to direct the committee to make an inquiry al- | , se ene emg Sy pet 
ready made, and its result reported to the House. aaa selina dali sé ad 


Treasury notes must be the alternative, if a Na- | 
tional Bank be not established; and when the | 
House should so decide, the committee would | 
have pleasure in carrying the wishes of the House | 
into effect. In the meantime, Mr. G. moved that | D 
these resolves should lie on the table. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
On motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, the 





Monpay, November 14. 


BENJAMIN STEPHENSON, returned to serve as a 
elegate for the Territory of Illinois, in the place 
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Mr. Hatt said, he was well aware of the first 
report made by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and also of the second, which had been 
adopted by the House. This was the only rea- 
son which induced him to bring forward those 
resolutions; because he believed the system rec- 
ommended by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to be totally inadequate to the occasion. It was 
Epapend to establish a bank of fifty millions of 
doliars, with only six millions of specie. To him 
this appeared one of the most extraordinary prop- 
ositions ever laid before a public body. It was 
time to lay aside these visionary projects, and 
come to a direct question on some practicable 
system. Establish your bank, said Mr. H., and 
what will be the consequence? It will be estab- 
lished at last only on the credit of the Govern- 
ment, because forty-four out of fifty millions of 
the capital are to be paid in stock. If the bills 
of the bank circulate, it will be on the eredit of 
the Government, and not on the credit of the cap- 
ital. As to the bank coming in aid of the Gov- 
ernment, would gentlemen say that it could give 
aid to the Government? Could it lend the Gov- 
ernment thirty millions of dollars? If it did. and 
the Northern and Eastern capitalists continue op- 
posed to your measures, they will have it in their 
power within twelve months to arrest the opera- 
tions of the bank, by accumulating in their hands 
its notes, which must circulate principally in 
the North and East. Such a system, therefore, 
he considered as improper, impolitic, and one of 
the most ruinous measures which could be adopt- 
ed by the Government. Mr. H. was also averse 
to postponement, because he considered this the 
most important subject that could possibly be 
brought before the House; because, on its adop- 
tion depended entirely the future credit of the 
Government. The measures heretofore adopted 
by the Government in respect to the public reve- 
nue and credit, had, Mr. H. said, been the best 
calculated to defeat their object. The time was 
come when the nation ought to depend on its 
own means, and resort no more to theoretic ex- 
pedients. He was sorry the House had refused 
to consider the second resolution, which he con- 
sidered very material; but he hoped they would 
adopt the others. 

he question on laying the resolutions on the 
table, was then decided in the affirmative by a 
large majority. 


| of Shadrack Bond, resigned, appeared, produced 
| his credentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 
| Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported on the petition of Joel Strawn, James 
Robey, George Cooper, Benjamin Smith, sundry 
inhabitants of Cincinnati who served in the army 
of General Hull; William Gates, and Thomas 
Reed, Elijah Browning, and Charles Gilkey, 
Thomas Weathers, Thomas Pace, Mary Deibler. 
and Asahel Schovil; as also, on a resolution of the 
28th of September last, by a bill to authorize the 
wits of property lost, captured, or destroyed 
y the enemy, while in the military service o{ 
the United States; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Thursday next. 

Mr. Trovp, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize a donation in 
land to persons in the military and naval service 
of the enemy, who shall come within the limits 
of the United States, and claim the protection of 
the Government of the United States ; which was 
read, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. Desna, the Committee of 
Claims were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of authorizing the horses to be paid for 
that were lost by the mounted volunteers who 
served under Governor Shelby, in the expedition 
into Canada last Fall. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Ruea, of Tennessee; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Resolved, That the following rule be added to the 
rules and orders of this House : 

When a bill is taken up for consideration, either in 
the House or in Committee of the Whole House, the 
House, or the Committee of the Whole House, shal! 
continue in session until the bill is gone through. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Pirxin; which was ordered to lie on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this House a statement of the 
amount of the pubiic debt on the first day of October, 
1814, distinguishing the several kinds of debt, as well 
as that contracted before and since the present war. 
together with the amount owned by foreigners ; con- 


| taining also the amount at that time owned by States, 


corporations, and individuals, and the amount at the 
Treasury, and in the loan offices in the several 
States. 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The House then resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America. 

The first section of the bill having been read, 
in the following words: 

Beit enacted, §c., That a Bank of the United States 
shall be established, the capital stock of which shall be 
fifty millions of dollars, and no more, divided into one 
hundred thousand shares, of five hundred dollars each 
share, and that subscriptions towards constituting the 
said capital stock shall be opened on the first Monday 
of —— next, at the following places, viz: Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, Charleston, 
and Pittsburg, under the superintendence of the fol- 
lowing persons, as commissioners to receive the same: 


at Boston, James Lloyd, Thomas Perkins, and Wil- | 


liam Gray; at New York, General John Smith, Isaac 
Bronson, Theron Rudd; at Philadelphia, Thomas M. 
Willing, Stephen Girard, Chandler Price; at Balti- 
more, Henry Payson, William Cooke, William Wilson; 
at Richmond, Benjamin Hatcher, John Brockenbo- 
rough, William Preston; at Charleston, John C. Fa- 
ber, John Potter, James Carson; at Pittsburg, George 
Robinson, Samuel Robert, and Henry Baldwin; which 
subscriptions shall continue open every day from the 
time of opening the same, from ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon until four o’clock in the afternoon, until the Sat- 
urday following, at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
when the same shall be closed; and immediately there- 
after, the commissioners, or any two of them, at the 
respective places aforesaid, shall cause two transcripts 
or fair copies of such subscriptions to be made, one of 
which they shall send to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
one they shall retain, and the original subscriptions 
shall, within three days from the closing of the same, 
be by the said commissioners transmitted to the said 
commissioners at Philadelphia, or to one of them ; and, 
on the receipt thereof, the said commissioners at Phil- 
adelphia, or any two of them, shall immediately there- 
after convene, and proceed to take an account of the 
said subscriptions, and if more than the amount of the 
said capital stock of thirty millions of dollars shall have 
been subscribed, then the said last mentioned commis- 
sioners shall apportion the same among the several sub- 
seribers in a just and equal ratio, according to their 
several and respective subscriptions: Provided, how- 
ever, That such commissioners shall, by such appor- 
tionment, allow and apportion to each subscriber at 
least one share; and in case the aggregate amount of 
the said subscriptions shall exceed thirty millions of 
dollars, the said commissioners, after having appor- 
tioned the same as aforesaid, shall cause lists of the 
apportioned subscriptions to be made out, including in 
each list the apportioned subscription for the place 


where the original subscription was made, one of which | 


lists shall be transmitted to the commissioners, or to 
one of the commissioners, under whose superintend- 
ence such subscriptions were originally made, that the 


subscribers may ascertain from them the number of | 


shares apportioned to such subscribers respectively. 
Mr. Fisx, of New York, stated the reasons 
which had influenced the Committee of Ways 
and Means in confining to a few cities and towns 
the books of subscription, which were, generally, 
that the Atlantic cities were the principal reposi- 
tories of specie and superfluous wealth, and that 
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the exigencies of the times required greater expe- 
dition than was consistent with a more diffused 
subseription. It had been deemed proper, how- 
| ever, to add more commissioners in two or three 
| of the cities; and he was instructed to move ac- 
| cordingly. And, on motion of Mr. F., the fol- 
'lowing gentlemen were added: to the commis- 
|sion at Boston, William Eustis and Samuel 
Brown; to the commission at New York, Isaac 
Lawrence and John Hone; to the commission at 
Philadelphia, Jared Ingersoll and Anthony Tay- 
lor. 


Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, then said, he was not 
satisfied, by the reasons of the gentleman, for lim- 
iting to so few the places of subscription, and 
moved, for the convenience of the Western coun- 

| try, to insert Lexington, in Kentucky. 
| Mr. Rospertson, of Louisiana, proposed, also, 
New Orleans, and argued with much force in 
| support of his suggestion; and other gentlemen 
| proposed other places. 
| The motion of Mr. Saarp being the one im- 
| mediately before the House, gave rise to consid- 
erable debate. The motion was supported by 
Messrs. Sarr, Rosertson, Lewis, Macon, 
Wricut, Pearson, Harris, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Burwe.t, and Barnett, and opposed by 
Messrs. Fisk of New York, Oax.ey, Creieuron, 
and INGHAM. 
On the one hand, various arguments were 
|urged in favor of extending the subscription, 
| founded on the equal rights of ail sections of the 





| 
| 


country to participate in any general benefit ; the 
expediency of collecting specie from every part 
of the country ; the advantages of uniting in the 
subscription people of every quarter of the coun- 
try, and thus uniting the people of all sections to 
| the Union by the ties of interest, which are fre- 





quently stronger than those of legal or moral 
force. On the other hand it was said, besides 
the delay inseparable from such a course, that it 
was important that the bank should be put into 
operation speedily, if at all, and that its com- 
mencement would be greatly delayed by multi- 
plying places of subscription. It was also said, 
| that if this motion were withdrawn, an amend- 
ment might be devised by the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, which would meet the views 
of all parties. 

Mr. Saarp’s motion at length prevailed. Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, was inserted, as one of the 
places at which subscriptions should be opened, 
and Messrs. Charles Wilkins, Lewis Sanders, 
|and John H. Morton, designated as the commis- 
sioners. 

On motion of Mr. Rosertson, New Orleans 
was then added. and commissioners named for 
that place. 
| On motion of Mr. Harris, Nashville was add- 
} ed, and Robert Weakley, Felix Grundy, and John 
R. Bedford, named as the commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, Washington City 
was added, and Robert Brent, Walter Smith, and 
Thomas Swann, named ascommissioners. [Mr. 
Fisk, of New York, named John Mason, Daniel 
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Carroll, and John P. Van Ness; but Mr. Lewis’s 
motion being the first made was agreed i 

On motion of Mr. Macon, Raleigh, in North 
Carolina. was inserted, and Sherwood Hay wood, 
Beverly Daniel, and William Peace, named as 
commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyru, Savannah, in 
Georgia, was added, and John Bolton, Charles 
Harris, and James Johnson, named as commis- 
sioners. 

On motion of Mr. Convict, New Brunswick, in 
New Jersey, was added, and James Vanderpool, 
John Gray, and Peter Gordon, named as com- 
missioners. 

Mr. Grosvenor moved to add Utica, in New 
York, and John C. Devereaux, Benjamin Walker, 
and Jeremiah Van Rensselaer, as commissioners ; 
but the motion was negatived, after some objec- 
tions by Mr. Inauam, and replication by Mr. 
GRosvVENOR. 

On motion of Mr. Wesster, Portsmouth, in 
New Hampshire, was added, and John Goddard, 
Nathaniel A. Haven, and Nathaniel Gilman, 
named as commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. Kitsourn, Pittsburg was 
stricken out, Chilicothe, in Ohio, added, and Sam- 
uel Findley, Thomas James, and William McFar- 
land, named as commissioners. 

Mr. Lewis then made a motion, the object of 
which was to establish the principal bank at the 
City of Washington, in this District. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Fisk, of New 
York, who said that the Committee of Ways and 
Means had fixed on Philadelphia, in preference 
to New York and other places, to be the seat of 
the principal bank, as being a place of greater 
security and greater wealth, wd as being more 
central to the commercial transactions and wealth 
of the country, &c. 

Mr. Lewis said, he had no doubt that the gen- 
tleman from New York preferred Philadelphia 
to this place, as he had already given sufficient 
evidence of his candor in that respect. The Mil- 
itary School, the National Bank, and every in- 
stitution of a national character, had been con- 
templated to be fixed at this place by those who 
located the Seat of Government here, &c., and 
so they ought to be, &c. Besides, there might be 
many gentlemen who would vote for a bank to 
be established at this place, who would, on Con- 
stitutional grounds, be opposed to its establish- 
ment elsewhere. He, therefore, hoped his mo- 
tion would be agreed to. 

Mr. Lewis’s motion was negatived, about fifty 
members only rising in favor of it. 

On motion of Mr. Fisx, of New York, an 
amendment was adopted, authorizing the Phila- 
delphia commissioners, in case thirty millions 
should not be subscribed and returned to them 
within the time allowed, to open the books at 
Philadelphia until the whole should be sub- 
scribed. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, then said, be- 
fore the Committee proceeded further in the bill, 
he wished to propose a material amendment to it, 


and with a view to ascertain whether the House 
were disposed to hear him in support of his mo. 
tion at that late hour of the day, he moved that 
the Committee now rise. This motion was neg. 
atived. 

Mr. Gaston proceeded, in a speech of consid- 
erable ability, and more than an hour in length, 
to lay before the Committee his views in relation 
to this bill. He professed himself anxious for 
the establishment of a National Bank, which he 
had always favored when opportunity offered, 
But it was his decided conviction, he said, that a 
bill like that on the table would not answer the 

urposes of the nation or of the Government. 
This view of the subject he supported by various 
objections to different features of the bill, and par- 
ticularly to the mode of subscription in stock of 
the United States; the operation of all which he 
contended would be to throw into circulation a 
quantity of paper, founded not on a specie capital, 
but on the credit of the United States stock, &c., 
which would therefore be of no greater value than 
any other paper which the United States should 
make receivable in taxes, though much more ex- 
pensive to the United States than Treasury nutes 
or bills of credit would be, &c. In support of this 
idea, Mr. G. adduced many illustrations, from 
writers on this subject, from our own history, and 
from analogy. He objected also to the proposed 
appointment of a part of the directors by the Pre- 
sident, to the large portion of the stock to be held 
by the United States, &c. He wound up hisar- 
gument on these and other points by observing, 
that as he was friendly in principle to the estab- 
lishment of a National Bank, he should not con- 
sider himself as doing his duty, if, while he dis- 
approved of this plan, he did not offer another as 
a substitute to it. Instead of a bank of a nominal 
capital of fifty millions, he would establish a bank 
whose capital should not, at farthest, exceed 
twenty millions. He considered it as by no means 
important to its success that the Government 
should subscribe a cent to its capital stock; but 
as that was a fashionable idea, he would say a 
portion of the capital, five millions, should be sub- 
scribed by the Government; that the remaining 
fifteen millions should be subscribed by individ- 
uals, five millions of it at least in specie, the re- 
mainder either in Treasury notes at par, or tn six 
per cent. stock of future loans at par, or six per 
cent. stock of former loans at the price at which 
it was contracted for with the Government. So 
far from such stock being inalienable, as now pro- 
posed, he would permit the directors to manage 
and dispose of it as they pleased. They might 
lend money to the Government if they found it 
to their interest and convenience to do so. He 
would abolish from such a charter the idea that 
the fiat of the President should at any time sus- 
pend the payment of specie by the bank, &c. If 
any plan of a National Bank could succeed, it 
must be on something like the plan of which this 
was the outline. To try the principle of this 
bill, and whether the House were disposed to ac- 
cept any amendment whatever to it, Mr. G. con- 
cluded his speech by moving to strike out fifty 
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millions (the proposed capital stock of the bank) 
and insert in fren thereof twenty millions, 

On motion of Mr. Horxins, of Kentucky, the 
Committee then rose, and obtained leave to sit 


again. 





Tuespay, November 15. 


Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, offered for consid- 
eration the following resolution,in conformity to 
a representation of the Legislature of Kentucky 
at the last session : 


“ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying for 
wagons and horses lost in the campaign of the North- 
western Army, in that division of it commanded by 
General James Winchester.” 


Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, moved that 
the resolution lie on the table, alleging as a rea- 
son therefor, that a general bill on the subject of 
such claims had been reported by the Committee 
of Claims, and was now before the House. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 
accordingly. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, in introducing the fol- 
lowing motion, remarked, that in the late calls of 
the militia from different parts of the United 
States, the persons composing most of the de- 
tachments had been compelled to leave their 
homes with that clothing suitable for the summer 
season, but unfit for that now approaching; and, 
in various instances, they were suffering for want 
of clothing fit for the season. They are unable 
to return for clothing, and in many instances are 
not able to procure it. To bring this subject be- 
fore the House, Mr. E. moved 


“That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the Secretary of War, on the application of the com- 
manding officer of any detachment of the militia, to 
furnish the necessary clothing to such of the private 
soldiers of the militia as may require it, and to deduct 
the same from their pay.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BigeLow, a resolution was 
twice read, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, directing a copy of the public docu- 
ments to be furnished to the Historical or Anti- 
quarian Society of Massachusetts. 

_ Mr. Braptey, of Vermont, offered the follow- 
ing resolution for consideration : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing interest to the public creditors, whose balances 
have been stated at the Treasury.” 

_Mr. Eppes inquired on what views this mo- 
tion was grounded. 

Mr. Brapcey said he had understood that in 
some cases balances had been struck at the Trea- 
sury, in relation to army supplies particularly, 
and remained unpaid. He could not see why 
the United States should not pay the interest on 
such balances until they were paid. 

Mr. Eppes said that in his report the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had contemplated the issu- 
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ing of debentures to all those persons to whom 
balances appeared to be due by Government, 
which, from the insufficiency of appropriations, 
or from other causes, had not been paid. He 
thought, therefore, this motion had better lie on 
the table, until the House had acted on that sug- 
gestion, or at least until it could be ascertained 
what were the amount and character of those 
balances. For his part, Mr. E. said, he had no 
knowledge of their existence. There might be 
some such, but if there were, they were small in 
amount and few in number. Such as they were, 
they might have arisen from the deficiency in 
the authorized loans; but he believed means 
were in operation for meeting all the demands of 
the Government without the intervention of any 
provision of this kind. He, therefore, moved 
that the resolution should lie on the table. 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was agreed to. .- 

On motion of Mr. IncHamM, of Pennsylvania, a 
resolution was adopted requesting the Secretary 
of State to cause the members of Congress to be 
furnished with the volumes of the new Digest of 
the Laws as they might be respectively finished. 


NATIONAL BANK. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States 
of America. 


The motion of Mr. Gaston to make the capi- 
tal of the bank twenty instead of fifty millions of 
dollars, being still under consideration— 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, spoke in reply to Mr. 
Gaston’s speech, and in explanation of the 
views of the Committee. He declined replying 
to Mr. G.’s objections to various details of the 
bill, until those details should come immediately 
under the consideration of the House; but ap- 
plied his observations particularly to Mr. G.’s 
objections to the amount and character of the 
proposed capital of the bank. The objects of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in proposing 
such an institution, ought ever to be kept in view 
in this discussion. They were, generally, the 
revival and support of the public credit. These 
objects could be best accomplished: 1. By raising 
the value of the public stocks; and, 2. By the 
establishment of a competent circulating medi- 
um. Mr. F. then entered into an argument to 
show that the plan now before the House was 
that which would best accomplish these objects. 
He referred to the history of the former Bank of 
the United States, established with similar ob- 
jects, and under like circumstances, and from its 
efficiency argued what might be expected from 
this bank. The Committee, in inquiring as to 
the amount of circulating medium which could 
be now advantageously employed, had fixed on 
fifty millions, which amount had also received 
the sanction of the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The present banking capital of 
the nation being estimated at an hundred mil- 
lions, it was believed by the Committee that the 
addition of fifty millions would not be danger- 
































ous either to those institutions or to the commu- 
nity. Having thus determined on an increase of 
the circulating medium of the country, the next 
object was the appreciation of the value of the 
public stock. That stock had depreciated in 
value, not from any doubt of the ability or dis- 
position of the Government to comply with its 
engagements to the public creditors, but from the 
quantity of the stock which it had been neces- 
sary to throw into market exceeding the means 
for purchasing it. A relief of the stock from its 
present depreciation was promised by the with- 
drawal of a part of it from the market ; and with 
this view, it had been contemplated that twenty- 
four millions of the capital stock of the bank 
should be subscribed in Government securities. 
This, by taking so much stock out of the market, 
would raise the price of the stock, and make 
room for more which it might be necessary to 
create. It had been thought proper, too, that the 
United States should hold a part of the stock of 
the bank; to what amount, there had been some 
difference of opinion, and if the House thought 
too great a proportion was by this bill allowed to 
the United States, they would so decide. Mr. F. 
was willing, for himself, that the bank should be 
connected with the Government, and the Gov- 
ernment with the bank,’ and that they should 
mutually support each other, &c. As to the 
share of the Government in the appointment of 
directors, while it could be no injury to the in- 
stitution, it was necessary as well to guard the 
interest of the United States, as to take care of 
their interest in the security of the revenue in 
the various branches of the bank. Mr. F. tooka 
comparative view of the situation of the nation 
now and in 1791, when the Bank of the United 
States was established, dwelling on the diminu- 
tion of the public debt, and increase of the means 
of payment siace that day; the increase of cir- 
eulating medium, wealth, population, &c., from 
which he concluded there was ample employ- 
ment for a bank of fifty millions now, as fora 
bank of fifty millions then. Of the ten millions 
capital of that bank, three-fourths of it was com- 
posed of public stock, as much depreciated at 
that day as public stock now is. The operation 
of that bank, he said, had been not only benefi- 
cial but wonderful, giving a spring to public 
credit, and raising the price of all public stock, 
as he believed this bank would, when once es- 
tablished. As to the specie capital, it was diffi- 
cult, he remarked, to say how much specie would 
are confidence to the operations of the bank. 

‘he old Bank of the United States had com- 
menced its operations on a specie capital of 
400,000 dollars. He had no doubt, therefore, 
but this bank might safely commence its opera- 
tions on a specie deposite of $1,200,000, which 
he believed there would be no difficulty in pro- 
curing. As to the confinement of the subscrip- 
tion to the stock created since the war, the Com- 
mittee had deemed it proper to confine their 
object of raising the price of the public stock to 
such as was depreciated, viz: to that which had 
been created since the declaration of war, and 
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which had depreciated, perhaps, because not so 
well supported by specific pledges of revenue a; 
the old six per cent. stock. hese various fea. 
tures were, however, in the hands of the Com. 
mittee of the Whole, and entirely at their dispo- 
sal, &c. Mr. F. spoke nearly ao hour. 

Mr. GasTon said, it was the established usage, 
when an important bill was under consideration in 
a Committee of the whole House, for the gen- 
tleman who was especially charged with its man. 
agement, to present a distinct and connected view 
of the objects which it was designed to effect, 
and of the process by which they were to be ac. 
complished. The propriety of such a course was 
obvious. It could answer no purpose to receive 
an explanation in detail of the disconnected parts 
of a scheme, until you were first apprized of the 
general nature of the whole. He had presumed 
that the gentleman who acted on this occasion as 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. Fisk,) would have observed this approved 
practice, and on this vast and complicated pro- 
ject of the committee have come forward with 
a thorough statesman-like development of their 
plan. Nothing of the kind had been done. No 
exposition whatever had been given. This omis- 
sion he particularly regretted, as it increased the 
difficulties of the undertaking in which he was 
about to engage. 

Asa member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, he had conceived it his duty to examine 
with some attention the proposed scheme of a 
National Bank. The result of that examination 
he should now submit, without apology, to the 
Committee of the Whole. Although he had but 
small pretensions to skill, either in the science or 
practice of banking, he might have collected by 
patient industry some views of the subject which 
the Committee would be willing to receive. 

A well regulated National Bank, was, with Mr. 
G., a favorite institution. At this session he had 
voted for the resolution, declaring it expedient 
that one should be established. At the last he 
had supported a proposition brought forward but 
a few weeks before its close, by a gentleman from 
Tennessee, not now a member of this House, 
(Mr. Gronpy,) contemplating such an institution ; 
and, as a member of the committee then raised in 
pursuance of that proposition, had contributed his 
efforts towards the success of the measure. He 
believed that this Government ought never to be 
destitute of the aids which a National Bank was 
calculated to afford. It was essential, as an in- 
strument of finance, for the easy collection, the 
safe keeping, and the judicious expenditure of the 
public revenue. To the nation, as distinguished 
from the Government, it was eminently beneficial. 
It was the only basis on which could be securely 
established a circulating medium commanding 
eredit and confidence in every part of the United 
States. It had another tendency, which he deemed 
of infinite value—a tendency to connect, by 4 
common bond of interest, the different sections of 
this Confederacy. Should the centrifuga! force 
of any of the bodies of our system become exces- 
sive, such an interest would be a countervailing 
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power of attraction to cause them to revolve 
steadily in their orbits. 
It was mortifying to recollect that we once had 
a National Bank, which after an experience of 
twenty years was found to realize every hope that 
had been formed by its friends, and disappoint 
every expectation which had been raised by its 
evemies. At the very moment when it was in 
the full vigour of successful operation, when the 
Government and the nation were deriving from 
it every advantage which ought to have been 
wished, and when it was in our power to increase 
these advantages in degree by giving to the bank 
an increased efficiency ; at this very moment we 
utterly subverted the establishment. In vain did 
the ancient and fast friends of Federal institutions 
raise their united voice against the ruinous meas- 
ure. In vain did others, breaking through the 
trammels of prejudice and party, describe in pro- 
phetic terms the fatal consequences of the work 
of destruction. All efforts to save the establish- 
ment were unavailing; and the oracular admo- 
nitions of wisdom were treated as the phantoms 
of a heated imagination. What was then pro- 
phecy is now history—what was then theory, 
ably demonstrated, is now fact, universally admit- 
ted. The Committee of Ways and Means tell 
you in their report at the commencement of this 
session, “the want of some medium which, rest- 
‘ing on a firm and solid basis, may unite public 
‘confidence, and have a general, instead of a lo- 
‘ cal circulation, is now universally acknowledged. 
‘ The stoppage of specie payments by the priaci- 
* pal banks of the Middle States, has embarrassed 
* greatly the operations of the Treasury, and, by 
‘confining the circulation of notes to the limits 
‘of the States within which they are issued, has 
‘deprived the Government of all the facilities in 
‘the remittance of movey which was afforded 
‘while public confidence gave to bank notes a 
‘ general circulation.” The head of the Treasury 
Department has officially declared, “ that the con- 
‘ dition of the circulating medium of the country 
‘ presents a copious source of mischief and em- 
‘ barrassment. It may in general be affirmed that 
‘ there exists at this time no adequate circulating 
‘medium, common to the citizens of the United 
‘States, The moneyed transactions of private 
: life are at a stand; and the fiscal operations of 
‘ the Government labor with extreme inconve- 
‘ hience. It is impossible that such a state of 
things should be long endured. The establish- 
‘ment of a national institution operating upon 
‘credit, combined with capital, and regulated by 
‘prudence and good faith, is, after all, the only 
‘ efficient remedy for the condition of our circula- 
‘ting medium.” Sore indeed must be the distress 
which can extort such self-reproving acknow- 
ledgments from a dominant party, who not four 
years ago overturned as useless to the Govern- 
ment and pernicious to the nation, precisely such 
an institution, thus operating and thus regulated. 
It is much to be feared that these skilful “arehi- 
tects of ruin” may not be able to rear such an es- 
tablishment as that which they prostrated. 
lt must be admitted that the present is nota 
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favorable moment for engaging in the underta- 
king. It is now neither easy to procure the fit 

materials for this establishment, nor so to combine 

them as to make the work stable and permanent. 

Commercial restrictions, war, and blockade, have 

played sad havoc with capital, and credit is so 

depressed that it will be difficult to find anything 

bearing its stamp which can be advantageously 

united with capital. While all is unsettled within 

and threatening without, it is an arduous task to 
command, for any new establishment, the public 

confidence. Mr. G. said that he felt these diffi- 

culties in all their force. But he did not thence 

infer, as he believed did some of his most valuable 

and intelligent friends, that the attempt should be 

therefore forborne. These very difficulties proved 

a state of things that emphatically demanded 

some institution which might relieve credit and 

increase capital; which would afford facilities to 

combat external danger, and the means to retrieve 
internal derangement. Such an institution, at all 
times useful, was at this juncture indispensable. 
It was indeed to be lamented, that its foundations 
had not been laid deep in the day of prosperity ; 
but they must be laid, if practicable, even now in 
the night of adversity, for now it is that it is so 
eminently needed. There was one impression. 
however, which he hoped that these difficulties 
would make upon the minds of the Committee. 
He trusted that they would inspire a salutary 
circumspection and prudence in examining well 
every step they might take. With their best cau- 
tion, and adopting the wisest plans, it was far 
from certain that their scheme would succeed. 
But it was morally certain, that unless it were 
carefully arranged in all its parts, it must fail. 
This circumspection was the more necessary be- 
cause of the danger of error from the severity of 
that pressure which called on them to act. Ata 
moment when the Treasury was without money, 
and the Government almost destitute of credit; 
when every day added to our necessities, while it 
diminished the scanty means of supply ; we were 
to found a great national institution, the conse- 
quences of which, good or evil, must be widely 
spread, and permanently felt. There was immi- 
nent danger, lest, in the prosecution of this purpose, 
we should regard too much its immediate influ- 
ence upon our present exigency, and too little its 
more remote, yet more important and lasting ef- 
fects. The largest object when removed to a vast 
distance, makes an angle on the eye so acute 
as to render it invisible, while a mote may be 
brought so near as to coverthe pupil. In the 
plan now under consideration, he thought it de- 
moustrable that this error of disregarding remote 
consequences had been committed; nay, he be- 
lieved, that the eargerness to meet the immediate 
exigency had defeated its own purposes, as well 
as neglected to provide for the durable interests 
of the nation and the Government. 

Mr. G. begged that gentlemen would accom- 
pany him in the view of the great outlines of this 
plan. A National Bank was to be established 
with a capital of fifty millions. This capital was 
to consist in the first place, of [twenty millions§of 
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six per cent. United States debt, which the Gov- 
ernment were to subscribe, in payment for two- 
fifths of the stock of the bank, and which was to be 
redeemed only at their pleasure. The remaining 
thirty millions were to be subscribed by individu- 
als in shares of five hundred dollarseach. These 
shares were to be paid for in three instalments. 
The first instalment on each share was to consist 
of $20 in gold or silver, $50 in Treasury notes, 
and $150 in the war stock, (as it was usually 
termed,) at their nominal value. The second and 
third instalments were to be composed of $40 
cash, $25 Treasury notes, and $75 of the stock 
above mentioned. The bank was to commence 
its operations immediately on the payment of the 
first instalment. The Leteeary notes on being 
received into the bank were to be converted into 
six per cent debt, redeemable at the will of the 
Government; and no part of the public debt held 
by the bank, was to be aliened during the war, 
nor afterwards, for less than its nominal value. 
This institution with all its appendages was to 
be governed by twenty-five directors, twenty of 
whom should be elected by the stockholders and 
five appointed by the President of the United 
States. It was to be obliged to lend to the Gov- 
ernment, at an interest of six per cent, thirty mil- 
lions of dollars; and the President during the 
war, and for five years afterwards, was to have 
the power of liberating it from the obligation to 
pay specie for its notes. This institution was to 
continue twenty years, during which the United 
States were bound not to establish any other. 
The great purposes contemplated by this splen- 
did scheme, other than those of a mere temporary 
nature, are the creation of an adequate medium of 
general circulation, and the affording tothe Gov- 
ernment of the necessary facilities in the collec- 
tion, keeping, and distribution of its revenue. 
These are indeed most important purposes. It 
must be self-evident that no banking establish- 
ment can effect either of them unless it com- 
mand the confidence of the public. This confi- 
dence must be the life-giving principle of the 
bank—without this vital spark it is adead mass— 
useless, nay, noxious to the community. With- 
out a confidence that the institution is at every 
moment competent to meet its engagements. who 
will receive the evidence of its engagements as 
cash? The bank note becomes then, and then 
only, a fit medium of circulation when every one 
believes that he can obtain for it, whenever his 
necessities may require, the gold or silver which 
it represents. Sucha belief suspends the notes of 
a bank in circulation, and prevents them from be- 
ing returned for payment the moment they are 
issued. It enables the bank to perform very ex- 
tensive business without the issue of notes, by 
communicating to a credit on its books the char- 
acter of money, so that such a credit passes 
through a hundred hands by the means of checks, 
without drawing from the bank either a dollar or 
anote. It is this belief which induces individu- 
als to deposite with a bank their stores of treasure ; 
and, without such a confidence, it never can be 
a fit place for the custody of the public revenue. 
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Now, sir, said Mr. G., whether you regard the 
capital on which this bank is to be founded, or 
the government to which it is to be subjected, or 
the operations which it will be required to per. 
form, it is visionary to hope that you can fora 
moment command for it the confidence of the 
public. All the elements of its formation are cal- 
culated to excite distrust. It has every ingredient 
in its composition which can attract suspicion 

What is the efficient capital of the bank ? The 
Government will subscribe, in new stock, twenty 
millions; individuals are to pay, in the present 
depreciated public debt, eighteen millions ; and in 
Treasury notes, which are to be converted into 
Government stock, six millions. Six millions, 
the bill directs to be paid in coin. But, this will 
not be done. The bank is to go into operation 
when the first instalment is paid. There will then 
be received, of gold or silver, but one million two 
hundred thousand dollars. Now, when the scar- 
city of specie is taken into consideration, there is 
little doubt but that the directors will take care to 
accommodate themselves and their brother stock- 
holders with loans to the amount of the cash part 
of the second and third instalments. I am per- 
suaded that | make a very liberal allowance, when 
I say, that, of the six millions of specie required 
by the bill, not more than two will be paid, and 
the other four represented by stock or accommo- 
dation notes. ‘This vast capital is, then, to be 
composed of forty-four millions of public debt, 
inalienable by the bank, and redeemable only at 
the will of the Government; four millions of in- 
dividual debt, designed not to be redeemed, but 
on long credit; and two millions of specie. The 
bank has an efficient capital of but two millions: 
for, that portion of its capital which cannot be 
converted into cash, whenever cash may be re- 
quired to meet demands upon it, affords no basis 
oo which to support an issue of paper. 


In the direction of the bank is there full secu- 
| rity that pradence, ability, and strict attention to 
its interest will be found? Here we are pre- 
sented with a feature in the plan of a very odious 
kind—the appointment of five of the directors by 
the President of the United States will havea 
most injurious effect on the credit of the institu- 
tion, while it is utterly useless to the Govern- 
ment. The Committee will pardon a quotation 
of some length from a report of the illustrious 
Hamilton ona National Bank, showing decisively 
the impolicy of any interference by the Govern- 
ment in the appointment of its directors— 


“To attach full confidence to an institution of this 
nature, it appears to be an essential ingredient in its 
structure, that it shall be under a private not a public 
direction, under the guidance of individual interest not 
of public policy ; which would be supposed to be, and 
in certain emergencies, under a feeble or too sanguine 
administration, would really be liable to being too 
much influenced by public necessity. The suspicion 
of this would continually corrode the vitals of the credit 
of the bank, and would be most likely to prove fatal in 
those situations, in which the public good would re- 
quire that they should be most sound and vigorous. 
It would indeed be little less than a miracle, should 
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the credit of the bank be at the disposal of the Govern- | in power. The inquiry will not be, are they 
ment, if, in a long series of time, there was not expe- | honest, or are they competent? but are they par- 
rienced a calamitous abuse of it. It is true that it | tisans staunch and true, and will their elevation 
would be the real interest of the Government not to | promote the petty interests of faction? Such is 
abuse it; its genuine policy to husband and cherish it, | the settled practice of the Executive in all civil 
with the most guarded circumspection, as an inesti- | gynointments—I say civil appointments, for men 
mable treasure. But what Government ever uniformly | of heterodox opinions are occasionally permitted 
consulted its true interests in opposition to the tempta- | +, gypose themselves to the bullets of the enemy. 
tions of momentary exigencies? What nationwasever| Jf in the capital, and in the administration of 
blessed with a constant succession of upright and wise | 1,2 bank, there is nothing found on which public 


© 1 e . 
administrators © confidence can fix itself, let us see whether its 


«“ The keen, steady, and as it were magnetic sense, : . . 
of their own interest as proprietors in the direction of practical operations are likely to be such as may 
gradually attract this confidence. The first oper- 


, pointing invariably to its t le th - | ori , 
ore tien tac tate veeity thot ean ation of the bank, after making the necessary dis- 


rity of the institution, is the only security that can ‘ : 
Sear 5 7 counts for enabling the directors and stockholders 


always be relied upon for a careful and prudent ad- . , 
ministration. It is therefore the only basis on which | to pay for their shares, will be to loan to the Gov- 
ernment thirty millions of dollars. Of this no 


an enlightened, unqualified, and permanent confidence 
one can doubt who knows our needs and has read 


can be expected to be erected and maintained.” 

This great and practical statesman then pro- | this bill. This Government pays off these thirty 
ceeds to show, that a good Government has noth- | millions of bank paper to its numerous creditors, 
and what then becomes of it? There is no con- 


ing more to wish for from a bank than that its 
concerns should be skilfully managed, and that | fidence that the bank can be able to redeem it 
when presented, for it has not two millions of 


such a Government always must have influence 
enough with the bank to procure a compliance | money. The Government indeed owes it seventy- 
with its reasonable desires. He then sums up| four millions—fifteen per cent. more than its 
the argument, and draws his conclusion: “It will | whole capital. But on this vast debt it cannot 
‘not follow from what has been said that the | command a dollar, except the annual interest, and 
this will be paid to it in its own paper; it is not 


‘State may not be the holder of a part of the 

* stock of a bank, and consequently a sharer in the | at liberty to require payment of any part of the 

‘profits of it. It will only follow that it ought | principal, and it is forbidden to sell. Besides the 

‘not to desire any participation in the direction | little specie it may have, and the accommodation 

‘of it.’ This hankering after a share in the ad- | loans before spoken of, these seventy-four mil- 
lions of Government debt constitute all its effects. 


ministration of the bank has no adequate motive ‘ 
to justify it. The plausible and ordinary pretext | Not only therefore is the bank without money 
to meet the fifteenth part of its issues, but its 


is to secure the interest of the Government in the 
credits are not of a nature to be converted into 


institution. But no such security is in fact af- 
forded. On a former occasion an intelligent gen- | money. The bank carries on no business by 
which an artificial circulation is given to this 


tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Seypert) placed 
paper; and which like the wonderful process of 


the fallacy of this expectation in a point of view 
which would be weakened by an adoption of | nature that propels the blood through the arteries, 
and returns it through the veins to be propelled 


other language than his own. Speaking of a 
proposed appointment of directors by the Govern- | again with equal warmth and vigor, sends it forth 
in well-timed discounts to be brought back in 


ment, when the question of renewing the charter 
periodical payments again to beissued. The con- 


of the former United States Bank was before this 
House, he asks, “ Who will such directors gene- | sequence inevitably is, that the paper is brought 
rally be? Certainly persons who need the aid | directly to the bank for redemption, and the va- 
‘ of the bank, for none others would make appli- | rious holders contend who shall be first in this 
‘ cation for the appointment. When they are | race, till the President comes forth with his proc- 
' appointed, they will be subservient to the views | lamation and frees the bank from the obligation 
; of such of the directors as are chosen by the|to pay specie. Some exigency soon occurs to 

stockholders ; in their places they will lose sight | render an additional loan convenient to a needy 
‘ of the public welfare ; they will be interested by | Administration. The bank and the Executive are 
‘ the accommodations which they may find ne- | on the best possible terms—politically married— 
‘ cessary for their purposes; to obtain these they | they “in one fate, their lives, their fortunes, and 
j will yield to their associates. Instead of being | their beings blend.” The bank lends as fast as 
the guardians of the public treasure in case of dan- | the Executive can ask, and the Executive kindly 
. ger, they will remain silent until a spontaneous | protects the bank from the rude duns of saucy 
explosion of the bubble solves for the world the | creditors. Thus there is thrown on the commu- 
‘ Important secret of the insolvency of the insti- | nity an immense emission of paper which does 
‘tution.” Let it be added, what the magnani- | not pretend to represent money, which is utterly 
mous soul of Hamilton could never have antici- | worthless, except in consequence of a quality 
pated, and what the gentleman from Pennsylvania | which the Government annexes to it, (and which 
forbore to state; let it be added in answer to | it can give to any paper,) that of being reeeivable 
the question, “ Who will such directors be;” that, | in payment of taxes. The great evil under which 
according to the fixed usage of the existing Ad- | we labor, in relation to our circulating me- 
ministration, they must be devotees of the party | dium, is not a defect in its quantity, but in its 
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value. We have paper enough, but we have little 
orno money. This deficiency of money, though 
no doubt produced by many causes, is in no small 
degree attributable to the superabundance of pa- 
per. Strange mistakes have prevailed upon this 
subject, where correct information might have 
been expected. It is perfectly ascertained in po- 
litical economy, that no more paper of any kind 
ean circulate in a country than is equal in value 
to the gold and silver, which would circulate 
there, if there was no paper. If more be thrown 
out than this circulation ean employ, as there is 
no use for it at all, the surplus is returned upon 
the banks for gold and silver. When converted 
into this form an use is then found for it abroad, 
and it is exported, leaving the ordinary business 
of buying and selling within the country to be 
transacted through the agency of the paper cir- 
culation, which is adequate to the purpose. I 
have no doubt that in this way we are to account 
in a great measure for the scarcity of specie. 
And is this evil, and its concomitant, the depre- 
ciation of all bank paper, to be remedied by throw- 
ing more paper into market? Burke, with in- 
imitable severity of humor, compares the reite- 
rated issues of assignats by the Convention of 
France to the prescriptions of Moliere’s candidate 
for the doctor’s degree. The remedy is to be re- 

ted as frequently as experience may prove its 
inefficacy. If the obstinate disease will not be 
cured, but becomes more and more exacerbated, 
why then, “repurger, resaigner”—* purge again, 
bleed again.” Are you about to adopt the same 
course? Has an excessive issue of paper ban- 
ished the precious metals from your country ? 
Issue more paper. Is commercial intercourse 
destroyed; are the operations of the Treasury 
embarrassed; are all the moneyed institutions of 
the Middle and Southern States compelled to acts 
of bankruptcy, by the deluge of paper which has 
covered the country? Open the floodgates and pour 
forth a fresh inundation of paper. Assignats—as- 
signats—more assignats ! 

And is it for the sake of an institution thus 
worthless, thus pernicious, that the solemn faith 
of the United States is to be pledged that no other 
bank shall be established for twenty years? The 
Government needs and the nation needs a bank 
founded on a solid basis, operating wisely, fur- 
nishing a circulation that will command univer- 
sal confidence and credit,and capable of aiding the 
Administration in the management of its finances. 
Yet the possibility of making such an establish- 
ment is to be forbidden for twenty years, and this 
for the sake of a mere manufactory of paper! 
But this is not all. The Government binds itself 
to receive this paper in discharge of all public 
dues! Thus stipulating for its own bankruptcy, 
and rendering impracticable a compliance with 
its most solemn engagements. For, if it receive 
nothing but worthless paper, in what shall it pay 
its ereditors—its domestic and foreign ereditors ? 
It will be unable to pay cash. It cannot dare to 
impose on them what is not the representative 
of cash. 

If this view of the permanent consequences re- 
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sulting from the proposed bank be correct, it must 
be regarded as a most ruinous project. Instead 
of resorting to it as the only efficient remedy fo; 
the mischiefs and embarrassments that now exist 
we should reject it as big with evils infinitely 
more fatal than any we have yet endured. , 

Mr. G. here remarked that he had heard the 
example of the Bank of England, after the sus. 
pension of ity specie payments, urged as an av- 
thority for the usefulness of an institution which 
should not be compelled to redeem its paper. He 
had not the leisure, nor indeed the information, 
which would be required to go into a full refuta- 
tion of such an inference, But he could not for- 
bear from stating some prominent facts which 
would put an end tothis supposed analogy. The 
Bank of England had been established more than 
a century. It was so firmly rooted in the public 
confidence, that ‘‘safe as the Bank of England” 
had become a proverb, Though not in form con- 
nected with the Government, yet a mutual in- 
terest and a variety of concurrent operations had 
produced such a connexion, in fact, that the sta- 
bility of one was a pledge for that of the other. 
All the private bankers in London transacted 
business on the credit of this bank ; and these, by 
their connexion with the bankers throughout the 
Kingdom, sustained and everywhere extended 
this credit. Such were the ramifications through 
which the agency of this bank was spread, that 
there was not an individual in the Kingdom, pos- 
sessing anything to lose, who directly or indi- 
rectly was not interested in its solidity. Yet 
with all these aids to uphold it—the most power- 
ful (except the possession of cash to meet its en- 
gagements) that ever were or can be united to 
support any institution—thus sustained by ancient 
reverence, by universal interest, and by a stable 
Government, which determined to stand or fall 
with it—the interruption of specie payments gave 
it such a shock that it tottered to its base. Many 
of its friends feared, and most of our oracles pre- 
dicted, its utter fall. The paper of the bank de- 
preciated to a most alarming extent. And had 
not a prosperous commerce and the most fortu- 
nate political occurrences come in aid of the in- 
stitution, it is difficult toconjecture how far such 
depreciation would have gone. Cana mere es- 
cape from destruction, by a suspension of specie 
payments, under all these singularly favorabie 
circumstances, be viewed as an argument for the 
establishment of a bank, which is to begin by an 
issue of paper that it is known it cannot redeem ? 
Because such a suspension did not utterly anoi- 
hilate confidence in an ancient institution, does 
it follow that it will create confidence in a new 
one? There is nothing in the history of the Bank 
of England which can furnish an argument 10 
favor of the proposed scheme. 

But, sir, said Mr. G., I am perfectly aware thal 
it is not so much the expectation of permanen! 
benefit, as the hope of immediate succor from the 
proposed bank, that excites the zeal of its sup- 
porters. In a paroxysm of pain, the impatient 
sufferer often flies for relief to the empiric potion, 
although he knows that it is ultimately fatal. 
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- ‘a great National Bank?” | 
> style of thought and expression among those who 
* are most earnest for the passage of this bill. 
~ cannot be denied, sir, that the fiseal concerns of 
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tz The Treasury is empty, and public credit at the 


‘ lowest stage of depression. Something must be 


; ‘ done, and done immediately, to help the finances. 


‘ What can be effectual but the establishment of 
Such is the general 


It 


- this nation are in a state alarmingly critical, and 
» emphatically require whatever of wisdom can be 


B.S i a 


’ found in the Government to snatch them from 


‘ruin. But, let me conjure gentlemen not to be 


embarrassment of our finances. 
+ such moments, in the history of nations, that 


‘led away by this sense of danger into a hasty 


adoption of any measure which promises the dis- 
It is always at 


daring adventurers and visionary projectors obtain 


a favorable reception of their desperate schemes. 


* With the magnificence of promise, and the en- 
~ thusiasm of presumption, they dazzle the imagi- 
nation, and seduce the judgment of the ardent, 
~ the timid, the indolent, and the credulous. 


It was 


© at such a moment as this, in the history of French 


aude 


oa a RE 


’ finance, that the celebrated John Law came for- 
ward with his magnificent project. 
~ fashioned mode of redeemin 


The old 
public credit by 
economy, punctuality, and affording security to 
the creditors, was thought too slow a process for 
the exigencies of the time. A more rapid and 
complete remedy was desired; and who could 


| fail to perceive such a remedy in his great Mis- 


_ sissippi Bank? For a while it exceeded the ex- 


pectations of the most credulous. Secured by the 
farms of all the farmed revenues in France, hold- 
ing a monopoly of the African and East Indian 
commerce, and resting on a solid capital of the 
fertile lands and golden mines of the Mississippi, 


_ it gained the public confidence, and commanued 


_ all the specie of the Kingdom. 


setae A agen: 


_ to redeem its 


Its stock rose to 
an enormous value, and the circulation of its 
paper seemed to have no bounds. But, in prac- 
tice, it was unable to meet its engagements and 
t aper. In vain did Government 
pot to uphold the credit of the institution. 
Confidence was withdrawn; circulation ceased; 
the babble burst; thousands were ruined, and 
the finances degraded far below their former de- 
basement. If the proposed plan is to afford relief 
to our necessities, it cannot be difficult to discover 
it. This is not a matter of faith, but of calcula- 
tion. Whence is this relief, and what is the 
amount of it? It will be said that the bank is to 
accommodate the Government, at six per cent., 
with a loan of thirty millions of dollars. Sucha 
loan is absolutely necessary to our wants; per- 
haps can be no where else obtained, and certainly 
not upon as moderate terms. Let this suggestion 
be examined for a moment, and all that is plausi- 
ble in it vanishes. In what does the bank make 
this loan? Not in money, for it has it not; not 
in the representative of money, for its issues are 
made on a capital of irredeemable public debt; 
not in paper that will command money, for the 
bank, as we have seen, must be immediately re- 
lieved from the obligation to pay specie. In what 
then is this loan made? In paper having no 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—19 


EE 
ne 


value except that it represents the engagements 
of an institution whose only wealth consists in 
the engagements of the Government, and answer- 
ing no purpose of circulation except that the 
Government has made it receivable in payment 
of taxes. Is it not manifest that the direct en- 
gagements of the Government must have at least 
equal value with that paper which ultimately 
represents them; and that these engagements 
may equally be made receivable in commutation 
of taxes? Then the simple meaning of this trans- 
action is to procure paper engagements of a suit- 
able form and devices to be prepared for the Gov- 
ernment, and to pay the manufacturers for their 
trouble (at the rate of six per cent. on the nomi- 
nal amount manufactured) one million eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars perannum. This isa very 
expensive establishment, sir. You can surely 
have your Treasury notes equally well struck, 
and filled up, and signed, at a much less cost. 
And none can doubt but that they will answer 
every purpuse of the Treasury bank notes. Un- 
less swindling be designed, there is something 
preposterous in the idea that A, who has capital, 
cannot attempt a circulation of his own negotia- 
ble paper, but gives his bond to B, who has no 
capital, and obtains B’s notes in the expectation 
that they will circulate freely on his [A’s] prom- 
ise to take them in payment of debts, as though 
they were his own. But the idea approaches to 
insanity whea A regularly pays interest on the 
bond to B for the use of these notes, which draw 
no interest, and whose sole claim to credit is de- 
rived from their connexion with that bond, and 
from his consent to treat them with respect. The 
only quality which these bank notes can possess, 
entitling them to confidence, or fitting them to 
be the medium of circulation, is that which the 
Government imparts to them—of being receiva- 
ble in payment of taxes. If it annex this quality 
to its own paper, and makes it as convenient for 
receipts and payments as the notes of this paper 
bank, an immense saving is made, and every bene- 
ficial purpose equally answered. It is idle to 
imagine that the engagements of an institution, 
whose capital is compused of Government debt, 
can have any other credit than those of the Gov- 
ernment itself. The whole foundation on which 
either can rest, is the credit of the Government. 
If you seek a further basis you but imitate the 
Indian sage, who rested his world on the back of 
an huge elephant, who stood on the back of an im- 
mense tortoise, who stood on he knew not what. 

We are told one immediate benefit to result 
from this institution is, that it will absorb twenty- 
four millions of Government stock now in the 
market, and make room for the Government to 
throw more stock into it. This is surely a delu- 
sion. Six millions of Government securities in 
the form of Treasury notes, and eighteen millions 
ia the form of six per cent. stock, will be made 
to assume the forin of United States Bank stock. 
But this bank has a capital consisting almost ex- 
clusively of Government securities. Shares in 
this capital are then, in fact, little else than evi- 
dences of an interest in these securities. These 
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twenty-four millions of Government stock are 
not actually removed from the market, but re- 
main there under a different name. Instead of 
being transferred as Treasury notes, or as Gov- 
ernment six per cents., they are assigned as bank 
stock. No burden is thereby taken from the 
market; no ability to loan is communicated to 
any one; no demand for Government paper 
created. 

But the principal advantage which is boasted 
of, as resulting from this bank, is the revival of 

ublic credit by the appreciation of the public debt. 

his consideration is entitled to attention, both 
because it is somewhat plausible, and because it 
is much insisted on by the friends of the scheme. 
Public credit, at all times important to the nation, 
is now, when revenue is exhausted, and a war of 
immense Saeeeeeee pressing upon the Treas- 
ury with daily increasing demands, of incalcula- 
ble value. This faculty, known to be exceedingly 
impaired by late occurrences, is to be renovated 
by imparting value to certain evidences of the 

ublic debt now much depreciated in the market. 
rn utterly unable to perceive how the result is 
to be produced. A high price of Government 
stock is often an indication of the healthful state 
of public credit. When every species of Gov- 
ernment stock is at full price, not from the opera- 
tion of accidental or temporary, but of permanent 
and regular causes, it may be regarded as an une- 
quivocal evidence of sound public credit. But au 
artificial value communicated for a moment to a 
part of the public debt, not extending to the rest 
nor promising long continuance, is a proof of irreg- 
ular excitement, indicating diseased, not vigorous, 
credit. To revive public credit by imparting an 
extraneous value to stock seems about as wise as 
to restore health by an artificial coloring of the 
cheek. Superficial observers may be cheated by 
the appearauce; the credulous experimenter may 
for a moment delude himself, but the mistake of 
either cannot last long. 

Let us examinea little more in detail the effect 
which this bank is to produce on the public stock 
and the public credit. There is now in market 
4 speak in round numbers) sixty millions of 

overnment debt created since the war, which, 
at an average, may be said to be worth in specie 
seventy dollars in the hundred. By allowing 
twenty-four millions of this debt to be subscribed 
at its nominal price in payment for bank shares, 
it is supposed that you will create a demand for 
this stock, which will raise it to eighty-five or 
ninety. Bat, after the twenty-four millions are 
subscribed, the residue having no new value 
communicated to it, will preserve its former place 
in the market. Thus far mothiog is seen but a 
mere stock-jobbing operation—an adventitious 
price given to public securities to enable the pres- 


ent holders to get rid of them at the expense of 


others in whose hands they are to depreciate. 
But the twenty-four millions subscribed are con- 
verted into bank stock; and, as it is presumed 
bank stock will be at par, these twenty-four mil 
lions are raised in value from sixteen millions 
eight hundred thousand dollars to their nominal 


amount. 


oblige, for you can make no more 





This may be a correct statement—an, 
here there is a clear gain of seven millions tw, 
hundred thousand dollars; but, if I may be al. 


lowed a phrase of the “‘goaye near me, (Mr, 
Wricat,) I would ask, 

does this gain accrue? Eight millions distribute 
among the holders of certain favored stock may 
be a vast help to their financial operations, but | 
do not see how our finances.are thereby aided, o; 
our credit restored. The practical definition o/ 
credit is the ability to buy and borrow cheap— 


“Cui bono?” to whom 


how this ability is increased by legislating for. 


tunes to a few at the expense of the community 


is not very obvious. 


Do you expect that thos: 
whom 


you thus enrich will lend you from gra. 


itude? They will remember the fate they have 
so narrowly escaped, and be careful how they 
again incur the risk of bankruptey. Will other; 


be eager to lend you from the hope of similar fa. 
vors? You have put it out of owe power to 
anks., 

A very strange opinion prevails in relation w 
the holders of this war stock. It seems to be sup- 
posed that Government is under some obligation 
to raise its price. So far as its value is to be ef. 
fected by a punctual, faithful, and liberal compii- 
ance with the engagements of the Government, 
no man more sincerely wishes its rise than my- 
self. I have joined in the pledge to give it full 
security by an adequate sinking fund before the 
close of this session, and I certainly shall be ready 
to redeem my pledge. I will coneur in any plan 
which may be requisite to provide for the faith- 
ful payment of the interests, and the honest re- 
imbursement of their principal. Thus far | go 
for thus far the Government is morally bound 
to go; but to do more than this, to make a bank 
for them, is to legislate, not for the nation, but 
for individuals. 

From what I have said it is manifest that, wha 
ever may be my predilection for a National Bank. 
it is impossible that I should sanction the pla 
which is now proposed. Its general and perm: 
nent effects I regard as most pernicious; its im: 
mediate consequences without adequate beneii 
to counteract its expense to Government, an( 
wearing too much the appearance of a mere stock- 
jobbing operation. While I disapprove the scheme 
submitted, I owe it to candor to state what plat 
I would be ready to support. Let the capital 0! 
the bank be reduced to a manageable size. Tie 
Bank of England, the only incorporated institu- 
tion of the kind within the Kingdom, has a cap 
ital less than twenty millions sterling, the papet 
of which is a sufficient medium for the collectiot 
of a revenue of eighty millions. Ours, surely, 
will be large enough if we make it equal to our 
revenue, twenty millions of dollars. I am 10 
anxious that the Government should take an 10- 
terest in it, especially as, at this moment, it is 00! 
advisable to contract more debts than are una- 
voidable. ,But, as this is a fashionable idea, ! 
would consent that the United States should sub- 
scribe for five millions of this stock. Of the re 
maining fifteen millions, five millions, at leas! 
should be paid, actwally paid, in specie; and ted 
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might be subscribed in Treasury notes, or stock 
hereafter to be created, at par. The appreciation 
of these notes, or of this stock, would be taken 
into consideration at the time of issuing them, 
and its benefit thus accrue directly to the Gov- 
ernment. In favor of existing stock, I would 
agree that it might be received in lieu of new 
stock or Treasury notes, but at its original con- 
tract prices with Government. Either this would 
be a beneficial privilege, or it would not. Ifa 
privilege, and therefore embraced, the Govern- 
ment would derive a profit of the difference on all 
the subseribed stock between the contract and 
nominal price, by way of bonus for the charter; 
and if it should not be regarded asa privilege, 
there is no compulsion on the holder of the stock 
to subscribe. The direction of the bank should 
be confided solely to the officers selected by the 
stockholders. The institution should be left free 
to pursue its interest, and under no obligation to 
lend to the Government. It should be compelled 
to redeem all its issues by gold and silver, and, 
whenever it needed an addition of specie to its 
capital, it might sell any portion of its public 
debt to procure it. Such an establishment, hon- 
estly and prudently managed, would be a basis 
on which to support a circulating medium ade- 
quate to our wants and deserving of our confi- 
dence. Such an establishment would afford to 
the Government all the facilities it could wish 
for collecting, keeping, and disbursing its revenue. 
These great purposes answered, must essentially 
aid the public credit. Other aids it should have, 
which are not to be obtained through any bank. 
Giving full security to the public creditor, not by 
a pledge of faith, but of funds; provide compe- 
tent revenue for paying him his interest, and be 
punctual in the payment; and, above all, put 
down all profusion, and extravagance, and waste 
—economy will save the necessity of immense 
loans. These things done, all will be accom- 
plished which, while the war continues, is on 
your part practicable, and the issue must then be 
trusted to Providence. 

To ascertain, sir, how far my opinions may be 
acceptable to the Committee, I move you to 
amend the first section of the bill, where it pro- 
vides for the capital of this bank, by striking out 
the word “fifty,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
“twenty.” 

_Mr. Fisk made some remarks by way of re- 
sisting the attack which he said the gentleman 
had to-day made from the same battery as he 
yesterday opened on the bill. He denied the 
applicability of some of his remarks, particularly 
of that in relation to Law’s scheme, which arose 
from that bank’s having issued a vast amount of 
paper on its capital, founded on the fictitious 
value of certain land certificates, &c., an excess 
of folly into which no properly regulated bank 
was in any danger of falling, &c. 

The question on Mr. Gaston’s motion to 
strike out fifty and insert twenty millions, was 
then decided as follows: For the motion 47, 
against it 79. 

So the motion was negatived. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, of Massachusetts, 
among the places at which subscription books 
should be opened, Hallowell in Maine was in- 
serted, and three persons named as commissioners. 

Mr. Conpict, of New Jersey, said he thought 
it would be good policy to permit as large a por- 
tion of the agricultural community to contribute 
to the stock as possible. With this view he 
moved to increase the number of shares from one 
to five hundred thousand, and reduce the amount 
of each share to one instead of five hundred 
dollars. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, opposed this motion. 
The shares, he conceived, were made sufficiently 
small to enable every one so disposed to partici- 
pate in the bank; while a still further subdivis- 
ion of the stock would produce great embarrass- 
ment, and a total derangement of the details of 
the bill, and much difficulty in apportioning the 
proportions of stock, Treasury notes, and specie, 
to be paid on each share. 

The motion was rejected, yeas 32. 

Mr. Wriaut, of Maryland, proposed to substi- 
tute, for the provision respecting the manner of 
taking subscriptions for this stock, a provision for 
dividing its capital stock among the several States 
in proportion to their representation; so that all 
the members of the Union might equally partici- 
pate in the benefits of such subscription. He had 
no doubt the subscriptions would be advantage- 
ous to the individuals, inasmuch as he believed 
the stock would be greatly above par as soon as 
the bank went into operation. Not having, how- 
ever, had time to prepare an amendment to meet 
his wishes, he should waive his motion for the 
present, until the bill was gone through. 

After making further verbal amendments to 
the first section, the second section of the bill was 
read, in the following words: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for any person, copartnership, or body politic, 
to subscribe for so many shares of the said capital 
stock of the said bank, as he, she, or they, shall think 
fit, not exceeding one thousand shares; except as is 
hereinafter provided for the subscription on behalf of the 
United States; and the sums respectively subscribed, 
except on behalf of the United States, as is hereinafter 
provided, shall be payable in the manner following, 
that is to say: one-fifth part thereof in gold or silver 
coin of the United States; three-fifth parts thereof in 
gold or silver coin of the United States, or in the pub- 
lic debt of the United States, contracted by virtue of the 
act of Congress, entitled “An act authorizing a loan for 
a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars,” passed 
the fourteenth day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twelve, or contracted by virtue of any subse- 
quent act and acts of Congress, authorizing a loan, or 
loans; and one-fifth part thereof in gold or silver coin, 
or in Treasury notes, issued under the act of Congress, 
entitled ‘“‘An act to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes ;”’ passed the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, or issued under the author- 
ity of any subsequent act or acts of Congress, author- 
izing Treasury notes to be issued. And the said pay- 
ment shall be made and completed in the sums and 
at the times hereinafter declared, that is to say: at the 
time of subscribing, there shall be paid twenty dollars 
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on each share, in gold or silver coin, and two hundred 
dollars more in gold or silver coin, or in the public 
debt and Treasury notes aforesaid, in the proportions 
aforesaid. At the expiration of four calendar months, 
after the time of subscribing, there shall be paid the 
further sum of forty dollars on each share, in gold or 
silver coin, and one hundred dollars in gold and silver 
coin, or in the public debt and Treasury notes afore- 
said, in the proportions aforesaid. At the expiration 
of six calendar months, from the time of subscribing, 
there shall be paid the further sum of forty dollars, in 
gold or silver coin, and one hundred dollars in gold 
er silver coin, or in the public debt and Treasury 
notes aforesaid, in the proportions aforesaid. And the 
subscriptions in public stock and Treasury notes, as 
aforesaid, shall be taken and credited for the principal, 
and so much of the interest thereof, respectively, as 
shall have accrued on the day of subscribing the same. 


Mr. Hatt, of Georgia, moved to amend this 
section by adding thereto a proviso, in the follow- 
ing words: 

“ Provided, That no interest shall accrue on the 
Public Stock or Treasury notes paid by the subscri- 
bers as a part of the capital of the bank during the 
continuance of the charter.” 


The reason assigned by Mr. Haut was, that 
the bank would draw a double interest on the 
stock part of the capital, viz: six per cent. on the 
stock, and a per centage from the operations of 
the bank upon that stock. 

Mr. Fisk opposed this motion, and expressed 
much surprise at it. He thought the moral sense 
of the Government must revolt at its injustice: 
besides, that it would destroy all possibility of 
organizing a bank on the principles proposed by 
the bill. 

The motion of Mr. Hatt was negatived, very 
few voices only appearing in favor of it. 

Mr. Oak ey, of New York, moved so to amend 
the bill as to make it optional to subscribers to 
pay in the whole of their shares (except the spe- 
cie part) in six per cent. stock, instead of com- 
pelling them to pay in a part of the subscription 
in Treasury notes. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Fisk, of New 
York, and negatived, yeas only 43. 

Mr. Brapsury, of Massachusetts, made a mo- 
tion, the object of which was, in the provision 
respecting the subscription of a certain propor- 
tion of the capital in stock of the loans created 
since the war, to substitute in lieu thereof the 
stock “in loans hereafter to be contracted by au- 
thority of any act of Congress, passed or to be 
passed during the present session.” 

Mr. B. said, that the bill, as it now stood, would 
afford no real advantage to the Government un- 
less it were in the privilege of borrowing thirty 
millions of dollars from the bank. The intention 
of the charter proposed to be granted by the bill, 
was, to authorize the individuals associating to 
issue paper money—notes which would promise 
to pay nothing but paper—for, he coniended, 
whether the provision authorizing the President, 
on certain occasions, to suspend payment of spe- 
cie, were adopted or not, the institution would 
be nothing but a bank of paper money; and he 
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could see no advantage the Government could 
derive from borrowing thirty millions of paper 
money. If, however, this bank should be ad. 
vantageous or profitable to stockholders, he could 
see no reasun why those who had lent the Goy- 
ernment money since the declaration of war, 
should have any advantage over any present or 
future stockholders. They had obtained, he con- 
ceived, sufficient discount beyond the six per cent. 
interest for the loans they had made—and yet, it 
appeared to him, from an examination of this 
bill, that its whole ~~ was to benefit this de- 
scription of persons. If this bank should go into 
operation, which he doubted—even should the 
bill pass, what, he asked, would be the conse- 
quence? Ignorant and unwary men would pur- 
chase the public stock, at par, from those who 
contracted for it and now hold it, and presently 
the bubble would burst, and these purchasers be- 
come the losers by the scheme. If the individu- 
als who took the last loans had been permitted to 
devise a bill for their particular advantage, they 
could not have drawn one to suit them better. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, proposed to submit, 
in lieu of Mr. BrapBury’s motion, an amendment 
which he had prepared. If the House meant to 
do perfect justice to themselves, to their country, 
and to the United States, he said they would be 
indisposed to put the public stock, redeemable at 
the will and pleasure of the Government, on the 
same fuoting as specie; and, if that stock were 
permitted to be subscribed, at the contract price, 
it would be a sufficient bonus to the stockholders 
that their stock was converted into bank capital, 
which would immediately rise to 50 or 60 per 
cent. above par. In such a provision as he pro- 
posed, there would be nothing coercive ; the stock- 
holder might or might not subscribe his stock ; if 
he did, he would be placed on the same fvoting as 
the rest of the community. Mr. W. wished, 
therefore, to admit any stock to be subscribed of 
the past or future loans at the contract price. 

Mr. Brappury declined assenting to this sub- 
stitute to his motion, which, however, he modified 
by adding to the end of it the words, “at its par 
value,” thus proposing to allow subscriptions to 
the bank in the stock of any future loan, at its 
par value. 

Mr. Fisk opposed Mr. Brapsury’s motion with 
considerable warmth. If they could not aid the 
public credit, he said, he hoped Congress would 
refrain from doing anything which should injure 
it. The public creditor had gezerally gone to the 
extent of his means in purchasing the public stock 
now lying on hishands. But it never could have 
entered into his calculation that the Government 
would adopt any measure calculated directly to 
bear on him, as the creation of a new stock on 
difterent footing certainly would, by giving it the 
advantage in the market over him. Such a course 
pursued by a Government, of exercising its power 
lo serve its own purposes, instead of pursuing a 
course of magnanimous policy, must, Mr, F. said, 
be repugnant to every sentiment of morality as 
well as justice, whieh ought to be observed by 
nations. It would bean iniquitous delusion prac- 
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tised on the community, inasmuch as the depre- 
ciation of public stock does not now arise so much 
from distrust of the Government as from inability 
of the people to lend, which ability could not be 
increased by giving this sort of privilege to the 
stock in any subsequent loans, &e. Such a dis- 
crimination as is proposed would so weaken the 
confidence in the public faith, that he did not be- 
lieve, after adopting it, the Government would be 
able to obtain further loans on any terms. 

Mr. Haweins, of Kentucky, in a very decided 
manner, reprobated the adoption of this amend- 
ment. It was pretty well understood, he said, 
that the Government had exhausted almost to the 
last cent the ability of the nation to obtain loans 
under the existing state of things. It was true, 
that while this House was recently debating on 
the three million loan bill, he had suggested, 
and it was the fact, that the Executive was ne- 
gotiating a part of the six million loan. They 
had hopes, also, to obtain, under the bill last pro- 
posed, a loan to enable them to redeem the Trea- 
sury notes becoming due in this quarter. But, 
how could this body expect this Government 
should, in the hour of most need and difficulty, 
obtain those resources which are indispensable to 
the fulfilment of the public engagements, if gen- 
tlemen, first on one day and then on another, 
should persist in introducing motions and speeches 
in respect to the present creditors which must have 
an injurious effect on future loans? No doubt, 
the gentleman in this motion, thought he was ad- 
vocating the interests of his country ; but, unfur- 
tunately, by one and another proceeding, public 
credit was injured and the operations of Govern- 
ment retarded. Remarks had been made on this 
floor, and he alluded emphatically to those unfor- 
tunately made by a gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Jacxson,) who he regretted was not now in his 
seat, which had a more deleterious effect on pub- 
lic credit than that gentleman could possibly have 
expected or wished. They were certainly not 
authorized by sound policy, and he would ven- 
ture to say, so far as they respected the public 
credit, the redemption of the public debt, and pay- 
ment of past and future loans, were not sanctioned 
by the Administration or any member of it. He 
would not support any men or Administration 
that supported such a doctrine; and, so far as the 
doctrine had been advocated by one of his politi- 
cal friends, he declared the opinions expressed 
were not his; that they were unworthy of any 
party, of any Government, of any Administration, 
or any member of it. As to this bill, he enter- 
tained Constitutional objections to the establish- 
ment of any bank; if they could be removed, he 
might vote for this bill. Hedid not rise to speak 
of its merits, but to protest against propositions 
calculated to weaken if not destroy all confidence 
in the public faith. 1t had been assigned as a rea- 
son for such a motion, that speculators had preyed 
on the public credit. This he denied. The Gov- 
eroment had gone on, relying on the public credit 
alone (o support its loans, until the terms on which 
they could be obtained had fallen from par to 88, 
from 88 to 80, &c. The Government had been 
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compelled to have money, and had bought itaslow 
asthey could. As to the terms of the ten million 
loan, on which so much had been said, Mr. H. 
said it was only an adaptation to that loan by Mr. 
Campbell of the terms on which Mr. Gallatin 
had, without censure, obtained the sixteen mil- 
lion loan, and in consequence of which last en- 
gagement the terms of the loan had been more 
than once varied, &c. Nay more, he said the 
terms allowed by Mr. Campbell were less advan- 
tageous to the contractors than those allowed by 
Mr. Gallatin; so that the blame thrown on him 
was imputable not to the terms of the late loan, 
but to the inability of the Government to borrow, 
&c. Mr. H. protested against the principle of this 
amendment. If the House resorted to invidious 
discriminations between the public creditors, he 
admonished them that they would paralyze their 
own arm, and arrest the future operations of the 
Government. 

Mr. Guouson said he sincerely regretted that 
the animadversions of the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Hawkins) on the speech of 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
JacKsoOn,) on the loan bill, had not been made 
while that gentleman was present, so that he 
might have had an opportunity of vindicating 
himself before the Committee and the nation. 
Mr. G. observed that he did not recollect the re- 
marks of his friend (Mr. Jackson) with suf- 
ficient distinctness to attempt to state the sub- 
stance of them to the Committee. He, however, 
did not understand them to be such as could be 
construed into an indisposition to pay the public 
debt. Mr. G. said he applauded the zeal which 
had been manifested by the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky in favor of the public credit. With 
that gentleman, he ardently hoped that ample pro- 
vision would be made at the present session for 
the punctual payment of the interest, and for the 
redemption within a reasonable time of the last 
cent of the principal of every description of the 
public debt. 

Mr. Catuoun, of South Carolina, said, they 
had arrived at that part of the bill, on which he 
presumed there would be the greatest diversity 
of opinion. The subject was highly important, 
and worthy of mature consideration. He there- 
fure moved that the Committee now rise, to allow 
time for further reflection on it. 

The Committee rose accordingly, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 





Wepnespay, November 16. 


Rorvus Easrov, returned to serve as the Dele- 
gate from the Territory of Missouri, appeared, 
produced his credentials, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads were discharged from the several petitions 
referred to them, complaining of the conveyance 
of the mails on the Sabbath day, and they were 
referred to the Postmaster General. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill making pro- 
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vision for the widows and orphans of soldiers who 
die, or are killed in the service of the United 
States. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported that there was no 
occasion for any provision in respect to the fur- 
nishing of militia with clothing, as contemplated 
by the resolve adopted yesterday—such a provis- 
ion being already in existence. 

The engrossed resolution for presenting a copy 
of the Public Documents to the Antiquarian So- 
ciety of Massachusetts, was read a third time and 
passed. 

The House resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Ruea’s motion, requiring that every bill under 
discussion shall be gone through, before the ad- 
journment, on the day it is taken up. This mo- 
tion, on suggestion of Mr. Brapuey and Mr. Oax- 
LEY, was so modified as to require the question 
under discussion to be decided on the day on 
which it is made. Thus amended, the motion 
was opposed with wit and argument by Messrs. 
Wricat, Pitkin, Dovatt, Gaouson, Macon, 
Forsytu, and ALexanper, and supported by 
Messrs. Ruga, of Tennessee, and Fisk, of New 
York. Mr. Convict moved to postpone it indef- 
aoe: At length, to put an end to an unprofit- 
able discussion, the House, on motion of Mr. 
Lownpes, proceeded to the orders of the day. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resumed, in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to incorpor- 
ate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America. 

At the request of Mr. Catuoun, of South 
Carolina, who desired to propose another amend- 
ment, Mr. Brapsury, of Massachusetts, with- 
drew the amendment he offered yesterday. A 
great part of his object, he said, had been answer- 
ed, by arresting the attention of the Committee on 
this subject. 

Mr. Catnoun then, in a very ingenious and 
elaborate speech, laid before the House his views 
on this subject, and the reasons why he should 

ropose a total change in the features of the bill. 

he motion he now made was one of limited 
character, but such a one as he proposed to follow 
up by other amendments, or by distinct Legisla- 
tive provisions, which should together embrace a 
Ren of which the following is a brief outline: 

he capital of the bank remaining unchanged, 
at fifty millions, the payments of subscriptions to 
this capital stock to be made in the proportion of 
one-tenth in specie (which he afterwards varied 
to six-fiftieths) and the remainder in specie, or in 
Treasury notes to be hereafter issued ; subscrip- 
tions to be opened monthly in the three last days 
of each month, beginning with January next, for 
certain proportions of the stock, until the whole 
is subscribed—pay ment to be made at the time of 
subscribing; the shareS to consist of one hundred 
instead of five hundred dollars each; the United 
States to hold no stock in bank, nor any agency 
in its disposal, nor control over its operations, nor 
right to suspend specie payments. The amount 


of Treasury notes to be subscribed, viz. forty-five 
millions, to be provided for by future acts of Con. 

ress, and to be disposed of in something like the 
ollowing way, viz: fifteen millions of the amount 
to be placed in the hands of the agents, appointed 
for the purpose, or in the hands of the present 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, to go into 
the stock market, to convert the Treasury notes 
into stock; another sum, say five millions, to be 
applied to the redemption of the Treasury notes 
becoming due at the commencement of the ensu- 
ing year; the remaining twenty millions he pro- 
pene to throw into circulation as widely as possi- 

le. They might be issued in such proportions 
monthly as to be absorbed in the subscriptions to 
the bank at the end of each month, &c. This 
operation, he presumed, would raise the value of 
Treasury notes perhaps twenty or thirty per cent. 
above par, being the value of the privilege of 
taking the bank stock, and thus afford at the same 
time a bonus and an indirect loan to the Govern- 
ment ; making unnecessary any loan by the bank 
until its extended circulation of paper shall ena- 
ble it to make a loan which shall be advantageous 
to the United States. The Treasury notes so to 
be issued to be redeemable in stock at six per 
cent., disposable by the bank at its pleasure, and 
without the sanction of Government; to whom 
neither is the bank to be compelled to loan any 
money. This, it is believed, is, in a few words, 
a fair statement of the project of Mr. Catnovn, 
which he supported by a variety of explanations 
of its operations, &c.; the notes of the bank, when 
in operation, to be received exclusively in the 
payment of all taxes, duties, and debts to the 
United States. The operation of this combined 
plan, Mr. C. conceived, would be to afford, 1. 
Relief from the immediate pressure on the Treas- 
ury; 2. A permanent elevation of the = 
credit; and, 3. A permanent and safe circulating 
medium of general credit. The bank should go 
into operation, he proposed, in April next. He 
concluded his exposition by a motion, the effect 
of which is to deprive the United States of any 
share in the stock of the bank, and to change the 
proportions of specie and paper in which it shall 
be payable to one-tenth in specie, and nine-tenths 
in Treasury notes. 

This motion opened a wide and interesting 
scene of debate. 

Mr. Fisk attacked Mr. Catuoun’s proposition 
with considerable zeal, principally on two points: 
its failure to provide for the present absorption of 
United States stock, and tie difficulty which 
would occur in the circulation and disposal of so 
immense a mass of Treasury notes. He drew a 
comparison between Mr. Catnoun’s projet and 
that of the Committee of Ways and Means, highly 
favorable to the latter. 

Mr. Forsyts, of Georgia, opposed the adoption 
of this proposition, and examined the features of 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Catuoun, and 
the arguments advanced in favor of it. He was 
opposed to it in nearly all its features, and greatly 

referred the plan reported by the Committee of 
ays and Means. His arguments were princi- 
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in reply to those of Mr. Catuoun, which 
Sener Tronouneed to be erroneous and de- 
Bs Lownves, of South Carolina, replied at 
considerable length to Mr. Forsyta, and vindi- 
cated the proposition of Mr. Catuoun, in an able 
argument on the principal points of objection 
urged by Mr. Forsyts, and in illustration of the 
principles of the bill. He showed what he be- 
lieved a decided superiority of the amendment 
over the original project of the Committee of 
Means. 
When Mr. Lownpes ended his speech, the de- 


- bate on the main question terminated, and this 


day’s sitting ended with the following skirmishing 
debate, during the whole of which the Chairman 
and the members of the House were endeavoring 
to limit the debate to the question before the 
House. 

Mr. Oakey, of New York, after remarking on 
the very high importance of this subject, and the 
magnitude of the change which this amendment 
proposed to introduce into the principles of the 
bill, and the obvious necessity of further time for 
consideration of so important an amendment, 
moved that the Committee rise, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. Ineuam, of Pennsylvania, with much 
warmth, opposed this motion. He feared, if the 
House were to adjourn. without deciding on this 
motion, coming from the imposing quarter whence 
it did, and supported with so much ability from 
the gentleman from South Carolina, it would ar- 
rest the loan of three millions, and even the nine 
million loan, which were absolutely indispensable 
to support the Military Establishment and other 
departments of the Government. What, then, he 
asked, would become of the soldier who is now in 
a Northern climate, depending on the fate of these 
loans for his pay, clothing, and sustenance ? Who- 
ever, in the face of such considerations, should 
vote to rise without deciding on this proposition, 
possessed, he said, more courage and philesophy 
of temper than he would boast. He hoped the 
Committee would not rise without deciding on 
this motion. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, said he hoped 
the Committee would rise. This was the very 
question, how money should be raised, whether 
by Treasury bills or by any other mode, which 
more than any other required the deliberate de- 
cision of Congress. It was not a question simply 
of paying the militia of the army now out, but of 
establishing a system which should enable the 
Government to discharge all the demands against 
it. It was all-important, on such a subject as this 
more than on any other, to vote considerately and 
after deliberation. The proposition of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina he considered to be 
generally advantageous; but he had some objec- 
tions to it, which he wished an opportunity to 
submit. He hoped, before deciding on a subject 
like this, the House would take due time to de- 
liberate on a proposition to throw into circulation 
fifty millions of Treasury notes, trusting to the 
bank for their absorption. 
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Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, said he hoped the 
Committee would not rise. He wished, before 
rising, that they would decide upon the proposi- 
tion before them; not, however, for the reasons 
expressed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
He did not, like that gentleman, conceive that 
the decision on this amendment could affect the 
loans; for one, he said, he protested against loans 
made, or to be made, on the expectation of the 
creation of a bank to give a bonus to the holders 
of the public stock, in addition to that which they 
have already contracted to receive from the Gov- 
ernment. It was es oye that some decision 
on this subject should immediately take place 
which had been already three days debated; an 
he knew of no plan which would be so operative 
as that now proposed by his friend from South 
Carolina, whose arguments, he said, together with 
those of his colleague, (Mr. Lownpes,) were some- 
thing like mathematical demonstration. 

Mr. Oak.ey denied any weight to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and allowed 
almost as little to the argument of Mr. Suarp, 
that three days had been consumed in the discus- 
sion of this subject. He should, for his part, say 
that three weeks might be well employed in the 
discussion of a project for establishing a bank 
with a capital of fifty millions of dollars—a capi- 
tal sufficiently large to influence the destinies of 
this nation to future ages. He was friendly to 
the main principles of Mr. Catuoun’s proposi- 
tion; but he was not certain but there might be 
radical objections to some of them. He hoped 
some indulgence would be afforded to those who, 
like him, wished to deliver their opinion on this 
subject. 

Mr. InaHaM remarked, that the House had been 
sitting here nine weeks, and not a single measure 
had been definitively adopted for the support of 
the public credit. Delay and procrastination had 
taken place day after day ; and, if the House were 
to wait until every gentleman was satisfied as to 
every word and letter in a bill, it would never 
get through one. The very suggestion of such 
an amendment as that now under consideration 
would, he said, produce ill consequences. It ought 
to be determined, therefore, as early as possible. 
He did know, that a speech (Mr. Jacxson’s) de- 
livered in this House had depressed the price of 
stocks in Philadelphia full two and a half per 
cent. The proposition now before the House, he 
feared, would depress them still further; and, 
when the public stock was in a state of depression, 
going down, down, down, he was unwilling the 
House should take any course which should still 
further prostrate it. 

Mr. Fisk hoped the Committee would not be 
induced to rise, at the early hour of three o’clock, 
by the old plea of want of time for consideration. 
It was important now to act, and that the whole 
course of proceedings of the House should be re- 
formed, and one of greater energy and prompti- 
tude substituted. 

Mr. Grosvenor said this was no ordinary sub- 
ject, on which men could make up their minds in 
a moment; and, although some gentlemen might 
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be prepared to vote on it, he hoped they would 


allow some time to those who desired to reflect 


before they voted on a question of so great mo- 
ment. 

The Committee then rose, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again. 





Taurspay, November 17. 

Mr. PLeasants, of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, made a report unfavorable 
to the allowance of a bounty for the destruction 
of vessels of the enemy at sea. Ordered to lie on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. McKim, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be directed 
to inquire into the expediency and necessity of provid- 
ing by law for the punishment of persons voluntarily 
holding intercourse with the enemy without the per- 
mission of the Government. 


A letter was received from the Acting Secre- 
tary of State, setting forth that all the material 
papers in that office were saved on the late incur- 
sion of the enemy into this District. 

Mr. Wricut moved that this report, together 
with all the other letters received from other De- 
ee on the same subject, be ertered on the 

— of the House. The motion was nega- 
tived. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States of America. 

The amendment yesterday proposed by Mr. 
Cauuown to the bill being still under considera- 
tion, an amendment was moved thereto by Mr. 
Fisk, of New York, and accepted by the House, 
authorizing the receipt of foreign gold and silver 
coin (as well as gold and silver coin of the Uni- 
ted States) in payment for the subscriptions to 
the stock of the Bank at certain rates expressed 
in the amendment. 

Mr. Wrieut, of Maryland, in the course of a 
few remarks on the motion of Mr. CaLuoun, ex- 
pressed his approbation of the principle, and 
avowed a decided preference to the plan it em- 
braces over that contained in the original bill. 

Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, moved to amend the 
bill so as to preclude anything but Treasury notes 
from being received in payment of the forty-four 
millions, which are now proposed to be payable 
in specie or in Treasury notes. His object was 
to prevent the latter payments into the bank from 
being made by the aid of accommodation from 
the bank after it goes into operation. 

After some conversation, Mr. S. withdrew his 
amendment with a view of offering it in some 
future stage of the discussion. 

Mr. Incuam.—Mr. Chairman, as the question 
on the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. CaLuoun) now recurs, 
I beg leave to submit a few observations befure it 
is decided. No member of this Committee can 
be more sensible than I am of the disadvantages 


against either of the honorable gentlemen from 
South Carolina who have supported the amend. 
ment; and Iam now fully conscious that I shal 
fail to communicate my ideas with that perspi. 
cuity which alone can give them their proper 
force and effect; yet I am emboldened by the 
importance of the occasion, and shall rely upon 
the intelligence of the Committee and the subject 
itself to supply all other deficiencies. The amend. 
ment under consideration, taken in connexion 
with the suggestions of the honorable mover, con. 
templates a radical change of all the principal 
features of the bill reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means; it will, therefore, be necessary, 
in order to contrast the two plans, to notice that 
which has been proposed by the committee some- 
what at large, though I shall endeavor to be as 
brief as the subject will possibly admit. It will 
be seen that the only important features of the 
bill are: First, the amount of the capital stock. 
Second, the character of it. Third, the loan to 
the Government of $30,000,000; and Fourth, a 
qualified power to suspend specie payments. To 
all these points objections have been urged, either 
by the gentleman from South Carolina or the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Gaston.) 
and a particular examination of them becomes 
necessary as a preliminary to the examination of 
the amendment. First, with respect to the amount 
of capital. The bill proposes a capital of $50,- 
000,000; it is sufficiently apparent that the es- 
tablishment of the proposed bank is designed as 
an instrument in aid of other measures, to re- 
vive the public credit, and thereby enable the 
Government to procure the necessary resources 
to prosecute the war with such effect as to bring 
a speedy and honorable peace. But we find that, 
since the commencement of the war, the public 
stocks have suffered a gradual depression up to 
the present year, when it seems that loans on any 
terms are totally at an end. The reason of this 
is obvious; we have borrowed and attempted to 
borrow too much, and have not resorted, as we 
ought to have done, to a more enlarged system 
of internal revenue. It is unnecessary to go back 
farther. What is the present state of things? 
We find the market exhausted of the money and 
overloaded with the public debt. In addition to 
this misfortune, we fiod, literally, no circulat- 
ing medium in the nation. What then is to be 
done? You cannot borrow; you cannot impose 
taxes to the extent of your demands, and even 
those which are laid, cannot be paid in money 
that will answer the purposes of the Government. 
The answer is plain. By withdrawing a portion 
of the encumbering massof stock from the market, 
rn relieve it from its pressure—a pressure which 
ids defiance to your efforts to penetrate it. Butif 
by this process you can convert this weight of debt 
into an instrument of credit, not only for those 
interested in it, but for a great portion of the com- 
munity, and also fur the Government to an almost 
unlimited extent; and at the same time restore 
the circulation of the money medium to its ac- 
customed action, you have accomplished great 


I shall have to contend with in entering the lists ‘and essential purposes. It is for these purposes 
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is bill was reported, and the amount named 
ini We taibe for a capital of a National Bank, 
that it might absorb such a mass of the encum- 
bering stock as would relieve the market; raise 
the price of debt not taken up; give facilities to 
the obtaining of loans for the present year, and 
for each succeeding year. And here I would beg 
leave to remark, that an evident repugnance has 
been manifested by some gentlemen iwenr I will 
not, however, impute to the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina) to doing anything to raise 
the price of public stock, lest those who have 
purchased at a low rate should be benefitted. Per- 
mit me to inquire of those who have no gratitude 
nor feeling for public creditors, who have loaned 
you their money in the time of your necessity ; 
will you refrain from doing an act indispensably 
necessary for the credit of the Government, and 
to enable it to borrow more money, for fear you 
do a benefit, not to call it an act of justice, to your 
creditors? I would ask such gentlemen how they 
expect to go into the market and sell stock for 
eighty-eight, when that already sold is every day 
to be bought for eighty? It is humiliating to 
dwell upon a subject so plain and simple, and 
but for the strange declarations which I have 
heard, it would not have been noticed. Mr.Chair- 
man, there is no consideration which every finan- 
cier who is obliged to anticipate his resources by 
loans is more attentive to than that of supporting | 
public credit; or, in other words, keeping up the 
price of stocks. The faithful payment of interest, | 
though indispensable, is not always sufficient. 
Sinking funds have therefore been resorted to, but 
as your power of establishing sinking funds is 
limited, when we find by a repetition of loans we 
have overloaded the market, you must if possible 
withdraw that surplusage before you can recom- 
mence your loaning operations, and even then you 
must return to the market with that caution which 
experience has indicated, as necessary to your 
success. It is therefore, that we propose to take 
out of the market the eighteen millions of stock, 
and the six millions of Treasury notes ; and, as the 
stocks are now selling at eighty, it was calculated 
that an advance of twenty-five per cent. upon 
$24,000,000, equalized as it would be upon the 
whole amount of the debt in which subscriptions 
to the bank could be made, (about eighty millions, ) 
might be computed to advance the whole of these 
depressed stocks to about eighty-eight; the sum 
proposed to be absorbed, therefore, was the least 
amount that could, consistent with the plan, 
have been taken. But there is another reason 
why a large capital was determined upon; we 
or for the sake of mutual benefits to the 
ank and the Government, to give it great facil- 
ities in the circulation of its notes. In fact, this 
will be almost the only medium which can be 
employed for the payment of taxes, or to carry 
on the ordinary commercial intercourse between 
people of different States, those of most of the 
State banks being now exclusively confined to a 
circumscribed atmosphere around the bank from 
which they issued. With these facilities, it is 
apparent that the bank may issue considerable 
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quantities of paper, and it was much safer to make 
the capital of the bank exceed the amount of notes 
which the demand for circulating medium would 
enable it to issue, than that it should have power 
to contract debts equal to its capital. And here 
it should be observed, that a bank with a small 
capital, possessing in all other respects the same 
facilities with a bank with a large capital—specie 
payments being suspended—will be able to issue 
nearly, if not exactly, the same quantity of paper. 
It therefore becomes necessary for the security of 
the creditors of such a bank that it should havea 
large capital. I heard the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. CaLnoun, with some 
degree of astonishment, yesterday state, that a 
bank of one million of dollars could with safety 
issue paper to the amount of two or three millions. 
I would ask him what would be the situation of 
an individual whose debts three times exceed his 
whole real and personal estate? He would be 
insolvent, and so would the bank. No bank con- 
ducted with integrity ever did issue notes to the 
amount of its capital; and no bank that has any 
regard to its reputation will ever dare to do it. 
The gentleman has probably confounded discounts 
and emission together ; an error into which many 
others have been led befure him. Although these 
Operations are intimately connected, yet they are 
extremely different in their nature; the one con- 
stitutes the debts due to the bank while the other 
constitutes the debts due by the bank. The gen- 
tleman and every member of the Committee will 
see the distinction, and it will be unnecessary 
further to illustrate it. I think it has been suffi- 
ciently shown that a bank, with a capital much 
less than fifty millions, could not with safety issue 
upon the customary mode of bank operation 
notes to meet the present demands for a circulat- 
ing medium and preserve an adequate security 
to its creditors. It is I believe unusual for the 
large State banks to issue in paper more than one 
third or, at most, one-half the amount of their 
capital, although they often loan or discount to 
the whole amount. 

The next point which presents for considera- 
tion is the character of the capital ; it is proposed 
to be constituted of twenty-four millions of public 
debt that have accrued since March, 1812, or that is 
now authorized to be created; $18,000.000 of this 
will be six per cent. stock, and $6,000.000 in Trea- 
sury notes now issued or to be issued in pursuance 
of existing laws; twenty millions to be subseribed 
by the Government and paid in six per cent. stock, 
and six millions in specie. The objections that 


have been urged to the character of this capital . 


are worthy of some particular notice. We are 
told “that it is nothing more than a paper bank,” 
that it is not entitled to credit ;” that “ its paper 
‘will not circulate, having no security for its 
‘solvency but the obligation of the Govern- 
‘ment to pay its debts.” It is perhaps fortu- 
nate for the friends of this bill that they have 
the light of experience to justify their expecta- 
tions and calculations on this subject. Is there 
not a strong resemblance between the character 
of this capital and that of the old United States 
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Bank? The amount and proportions are some- 
what variant, but the essentials are precisely the 
same, and when was the validity of that paper 
questioned? It is true specie payments were 
not suspended, but everybody knew that while it 
was doing business upon a capital of ten millions 
of dollars, issuing notes to the amount of five to 
six millions, its specie capital only amounted to 
$2,500,000, and no difficulties were ever experi- 
enced for want of more specie that I have heard 
of. In ordinary times, there is very little occa- 
sion for specie in banking operations; none is 
wanted except for the payment of balances be- 
tween the inerchants of different cities, between 
different banks, and the small change required by 
retailers; and the amount of specie required for 
these purposes does not increase in proportion to 
the amount of banking capital employed in the 
country. As an evidence of this fact we may 
refer to the operations performed by the Bank of 
England. The amount of payments made every 
day by the different banks of London, is estima- 
ted to exceed four millions sterling; and in the 
year 1810, the whole amount of notes of the Bank 
of England, and private banks, in circulation 
amounted to seventy-nine millions sterling, while 
the specie only amounted to four millions. It 
may be fairly inferred that the credit of a bank 
does not depend upon the amount of specie 
in its vaults, no more than the credit of a mer- 
chant depends upon the amount of money he 
keeps in his desk; his visible estate, his income 
and his integrity are the foundation of his credit, 
and it is the same with the bank; the visible es- 
tate of which is the public debt and specie, its in- 
come is the interest arising therefrom, and from 
loans to Government and individuals; and the 
caution that will be exercised in the selection of 
directors, will no doubt, as has almost universally 
been the case, especially in the large banks, in- 
sure a faithful and judicious management of its 
affairs. But, we are told the only security for its 
per is the obligation of the Government to pay 
its debts. And are we to be gravely told that 
this is no security? I never can for a moment 
believe that this security will be questioned, re- 
rding, as every man in the nation does, the ob- 
igations of the Government to its creditors of so 
solemn and unchangeable a character that, let 
whatever may happen, they must be fulfilled in 
good faith. In addition to these considerations, 
the credit which the paper of the bank will receive 
in payment of taxes and customs, and the impe- 
rious necessity which exists for a circulating me- 
dium that will be co-extensive with the States, 
will insure the circulation of the paper, and there 
cannot exist a rational doubt of its credit bein 
maintained without depreciation, answering a 
the valuable purposes that are expected from it 
both for the Government and the community. 
But here we are met by another objection, viz: 
that the enormous loan, as it has been called, of 
thirty millions, to be made to the Government, 
will produce a run on the bank that will exhaust 
all its specie and arrest its future operations. In 
the first place, it is not to be presumed that the 


Government will do any act that will embarrass 
the bank, being as it always must be so deep] 

interested in it preservation. 
fore be asked for according to the terms of the 
bill, in such sums and at such periods as may be 
made mutually convenient and consistent with 
the objects of the Government; and there is yo 
doubt the Government would regard this resource 
as a reserve only to be used in time of particular 
necessity, when the depression of stocks should 
forbid them from going at large into the marker, 
At any rate the amount would not be required, 
as it could not be wanted in large sums; and such 
of these as would be drawn out of the bank, would 
mostly find their way into it again before another 
payment would be demanded ; a portion would 
return in taxes, and other portions in payment of 
debts due from the country tothe city merchants, 
and a very considerable part of this loan would, 
like ordinary loans or discounts as they are called, 
to individuals, never get from the drawer of the 
bank, but merely pass from the credit to the debtor 
side of its books. Under this view of the subject, 
which exhibits the necessary and natural opera- 
tions, it will be admitted that not so much danger 
exists from this loan as some gentlemen seem to 
apprehend; but should any unexpected difficul- 
ties menace the bank, there will be a resort to the 
power of suspending specie payments. But this 
provision has also been objected to, and almost in 
the same breath we are told that no bank can ex- 
ist with the extensive operations designed for this, 
with an obligation to make specie payments—but 
objectors have not furnished us with an alterna- 
tive. I donot apprehend any serious consequence 
will result from the temporary suspension of specie 
payments ; the experiment was tried many years 
ago in England, and has been continued up to 
this time without injury to the commercial in- 
terests, and with essential benefit to the nation at 
large. It has also been tried here, and although 
bank paper is somewhat depreciated thereby, it is 
solely because it will not answer the purpose of 
paying balances between people of different States, 
for which specie had usually been employed. For 
example, the bank paper of this District will not 
enable yon to trade east of Baltimore ; yet every 
article to be purchased with it here is as cheap 
as it was twelve months ago. [t may therefore 
be fairly inferred, that a paper which was re- 
ceivable all over the United States, in taxes, 
and might be exchanged for notes of smaller or 
greater denomination or Treasury notes in eacli 
of the States, would, from its general conveni- 
ence, continue to circulate without depreciation, 
even though a temporary suspension of specie 
payments should take place. It has already been 
shown that but a small quantity of specie is ac- 
tually necessary, when the people have faith in 
the capital, the income, and the integrity of the 
bank, and in this case necessity would become a2 
auxiliary to faith, and business would go on as 
usual. But further: is it not probable that most 
of the moneyed capitalists in the United States 
would vest a portion of their disposable funds in 
this bank, as also a number of the State banks, 
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and will not all these be interested in the support 
of the eredit of its paper? Ido not believe it 
ible for any hostile combination to resist their 


can be taken of the subject, there does not appear 
any rational doubt of the success of the plan pro- 

by the committee in answering all the valu- 
able purposes for which it was designed. But fur- 
ther; the plan has been fora consi erable time be- 
fore the public, and although some have objected 
to the amount of the specie called for by the bill, as 
being difficult to procure and unnecessary, it has 
met the approbation of the most intelligent men 
in this community, (as to money matters I mean ;) 
to say nothing of the mature and deliberate con- 
sideration which has been given to it by the able 
and enlightened statesman at the head of the Trea- 
sury Department, who, relying upon the support 
of Congress, has assumed the high eee 
of his station with a degree of energy and confi- 
dence that does no less honor to himself than it 
promises to do service to the country; to say 


) nothing of the discussion and consideration which 


has been given to this subject by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, for whom although no more 
confidence should be claimed than for any like 


’ number of the members of the House, yet their 
| duty, their great responsibility, could not fail to 


produce a laborious examination ofthe plan. But 
we are not without experience as to its influence. 
The stocks had began to advance, of course pub- 
lic credit was reviving, and some loans were ac- 
tually negotiating for the relief of the present 
quarter, in anticipation of the success of this bill to 
earry into effect the general plan of finance submit- 
ted to Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Such was the progress of our fiscal operations, 
and we were emerging, as it were, from a dense 
cloud of difficulties and embarrassments that hung 
over the nation. A more extensive and efficient 
system of finance than any ever adopted in this 
country, was progressing to maturity as rapidly 
as circumstances would admit ; and the bill under 
consideration, an indispensable instrument to carry 
it into effect, had progressed with a flattering pros- 
pect of success; and behold! at a crisis so event- 
ful, we are met by a proposition which goes (to 
use the expression of the gentleman from South 
Carolina) to effect a radical change in the whole 
system of the bill reported by the Committee of 

ays and Means. [| shall say nothing farther as 
to the time and manner of this proposition ; but I 
trust it will appear to have been suggested without 
due consideration, as it has been without concert 
or consultation ; and, however plausible in theory, 
that it is impracticable in its details and will be 
injurious in its effects. 

In attempting to investigate this new plan, we 
are subjected to considerable difficulties on the 
threshold, because it has neither assumed form 


nor shape. The plan can therefore only be col- 
lected from the suggestion of the honorable gen- 
tleman in his speech yesterday, except so far as it 
is found in the amendment on the table, which 
only appears to be a small patch of the scheme. 
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That the scheme is crude and undigested, there 
can be little doubt, when we recollect the changes 
that have been proposed or consented Yo by the 
mover since it made its appearance in the Com- 
mittee yesterday ; but I will proceed to examine 
it. The plan proposes to constitute the bank upon 
a basis of six millions of specie and forty-four 
millions of Treasury notes; these notes hereafter 
to be issued, and when subscribed to the bank to 
be exchanged for six percent. stock at par; fifteen 
millions of the forty-four to be placed in the hands 
of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. And 
to carry the plan into effect, a law must be passed 
to authorize the issuing of the Treasury notes, and 
another law to dispose of the fifteen millions 
in the hands of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund; and, as there may be a great difference of 
opinion as to these ulterior measures between the 
branches of Congress, the possibility of a failure 
to pass these laws presents a strong objection to 
the plan. 
between the two gentlemen from South Carolina 
who have supported the amendment ; one of them 


We already find a difference of opinion 


Mr. Lownpes) altogether disapproves of placing 


fifteen millions of notes in the hands of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, to be exchanged 
for six per cent. stock and subseribed to the bank. 
I shall presently consider this 
with reference to both of their schemes, and in 
the mean time recur to the proposition to issue 
either the forty four or the twenty-nine millions 
of Treasury notes, for the purpose of being sub- 
seribed tothe bank ; and it may here be observed, 
that the Treasury notes are not, as some seem to 
think, calculated for a circulating medium, nor 
can they ever be made to supply its place; it is 
an evidence of debt bearing interest, in no essen- 
tial particular different from the public stock, ex- 
cept that the former is made payable monthly at 


rt of the subject, 


the end of a year, while the latter are redeemable 


at a longer period ; the interest that accrues re- 


tards, instead of accelerating the circulation, and 
it must partake of all the essential qualities of 
capital. If, therefore, you issue a sum of Treasury 
notes, you make virtually a loan to that amount, 
and especially if they are not to be repaid, as in 
the present case, at the end of the year; the money 
market is as much exhausted by the operation as 
if six per cent. stock is sold to the same amount. 
It is therefore fair to consider this enormous emis- 
sion of Treasury notes as a loan, which, by offer- 
ing extraordinary inducements, you calculate to 
effect. Now, in order to judge of the propriety 
of this measure at this time, we must consider the 
state of the money market, and also what consti- 
tutes the capacity of a people to loan to their 
Government. It has already been observed that 
the market is overcharged with stocks, and each 
succeeding loan has (except in one instance) been 
obtained on more unfavorable terms than the for- 
mer. It must be evident, therefore, that we have 


attempted to borrow, and that we have borrowed 
too much in proportion to the provisions that have 
been made to redeem, especially when we con- 
sider the stagnation of the medium. The stock 
market is glutted and overloaded, and you may 
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buy stocks in it ata much cheaper rate than the 
Government ought to sell them. Is it then pru- 
dent or wise to force out at such a time,in one 
year, the enor:sous sum of forty-four millions of 
new stock to accunulate this now insupportable 
burden on the market? It should be recollected 
that the amount which the people can loan to 
their Government, within a given time, can never 
exceed the amount of their net profits for the same 
time; and in a country like this, where there 
are sO many avenues to wealth by the reinvest- 
ment of the yearly profits in capital, either by 
enlarging existing establishments, or engaging in 
new eproqments, it cannot be expected that any 
very considerable portion of the annual profits 
can be borrowed, without giving a high pre- 
mium for them. But at this particular time, 
owing to the interruption of all business by the 
stoppage of specie payments by the banks, and 
the consequent location of their paper to a very 
limited boundary, it cannot be expected that the 
habits of indusiry or means of loaning can be 
near as great as they will be when the circulating 
medium of the country shall resume its accus- 
tomed activity. Ifthese premises are correct, the 
conclusion is inevitable, that it would not only be 
unwise and impolitic to press so greata loan as it 
were by force upon the market at this time, but 
that it would be much more safe and prudent to 
withdraw a part of the stocks from the market, 
and abstain if possible from pressing it again until 
it shall have become relieved by the income of 
the succeeding year. Hence it is that we propose 
to require the bank to loan money tothe cee 
ment, a part of which would perhaps be required 
for the next year, and the remainder reserved for 
similarexigencies. But the honorable gentleman 

from South Carolina calculates to obviate all dif- 
ficulties and embarrassments for two years, by 

the sale of the twenty-nine or the forty-four mil- 
lions of Treasury notes, which he calculates will 
readily be sold at par, nay, even at a premium. 
Now, as the amendment stood when he delivered 

his speech, and as it now stands (although I am 

aware of the proposition of the honorable gentle- 

man from Kentucky to require payment for the 

bank subscription to be made in Treasury notes 

only, to the amount of forty-four millions, which 

he had thought proper, however, on reflection to 

withdraw, and which upon more mature reflec- 

tion, I am sure I will not renew)—as the amend- 

ment now stands, the payments may be made in 

Treasury notes or gold and silver. And how will 

Treasury notes be sold for specie or bank notes of 
equal value, at a premium or at par, when the 

Specie can be paid directly into the bank? The 
thing is too absurd to dwell upon for a moment. 
But perhaps we shall be told that the subscriptions 
for the forty-four millions must be paid in Trea- 
sury notes only. Ican hardly think it possible 
that the honorable gentleman, with all his cour- 
age, would venture upon such a measure to force 
his Treasury notes into the market; it would be 
little better than a tender law in princip.e, and 
in its operation most iniquitous, and injurious to 
the success of his plan. For instance, an individ- 
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ual being in possession of specie must be compl. 
led to buy Treasury notes before he can subscrit, 
to the bank—thus preventing specie from finding 
its way into bank, which must always continy, 
its specie payments, and he must be subjected 
the risk of not being able to secure the amount of 
his subscription to the bank; in which case there 
will no doubt be a loss upon the Treasury nore; 
that are not absorbed, and of course the less jp. 
ducement to buy them. But it does not appear 
to me that the ommen notes can be sold to he 
amount proposed. How are they to be paid for? 
Specie cannot be found: will you sell them fo 
bank notes? One-half of these, if the Treasury 
notes are distributed over the States for sale. a 
the gentleman proposes, will answer the Govern. 
ment no purpose. It has now near three milliogs 
of Southern notes, which cannot be applied 
the payment of the interest on the public debt in 
Boston—nor can the notes of Baltimore be cer. 
tainly applied to the payment of debts even ig 
Philadelphia. How then can these forty-four 
millions of Treasury notes be sold for a valuable 
consideration in ang State where the taxes exceed 
thedisbursements of the Government, and in which 
the banks do not pay specie? The gentlemen of 
this House may, perhaps, take a few of their per 
diems home in Treasury notes, but it will be im- 
possible to distribute them when the credit of the 
Government exceeds its debts, unless you give 
them away. But the gentleman proposes to re- 
duce the denomination—and what will this avail 
his plan? A few of them may be picked up by 
hucksters and tin-pediers, and there it will end. 
You cannot pay money where you do not oweit, 
nor sell Treasury notes to people who have no 
money to buy them with, or whose money an- 
swers you no purpose. I conclude, thus far, that 
the scheme is unwise, impolitic and impracticable. 

But suppose it were possible to carry it into 
effect, what is its moral character and its effect 
upon public credit? Ido not mean to impeach 
the motives or moral principles of the honorable 
gentlemen who have advocated this plan of a 
bank. I know they are utterly incapable of sup- 
porting any measure of which they entertain a 
doubt as to its strict moral propriety; but, think- 
ing differently from them in this particular, | 
shall be excused for explaining my views of it. 
It has already been stated that the stocks are in 
a state of heavy Sopra and, it may be add- 
ed, that those who have given you one hundred 
dollars in specie for one hundred dollars in stock, 
cannot now sell the same for more than eighty 
dollars; so of those who have given you eighty- 
eight for one hundred. This depression is not 
the fault of the creditor; it is his misfortune; and 
when the Government can, without injury to 
itself, either do a benefit to its creditors thus cir- 
cumstanced, or avoid doing them an injury, it is 
bound by every moral obligation soto do. But 
what will be the effect of the measure under con- 
sideration? We find the stock market glutted; 
the public creditor sinking under his burdens, 
and, without any occasion whatever, we accumu- 
late an additional mass upon him and consum- 
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But, says the honorable geotle- 


teen million of Treasury notes shall be applied 


i to purchase up the depressed stocks—that is, he 


¢ will offer seventy-five or eighty dollars in Treas- 
* ury notes for a certificate, which purports, on its 


~ debt, and then, 


face, to demand one hundred dollars in specie. 
But this is not all; by our own act we first de- 
press the price and depreciate the value of our 
by the aid of some speculating 


) scheme, we buy up that debt at its depreciated 


rates, just like some swindling traders in our 


* cities, who, when their credit is exhausted, shut 


4 up shop, and send out runners to buy up their 


notes at forty or fifty per cent. discount. Such 


is, to my mind, the character of the transaction. 
> But one honorable gentleman from South Caro- 


> lina, Lownpes,) is opposed to this part of 


the plan; he will not employ any part of the in- 


tended capital of this bank to purchase up the 


> depressed stocks. 


_ and mock at their complaints. 


eee 


So much the worse. The 
public creditor would then have no remedy for 
even a part of his misfortunes, and the Govern- 


+ ment,in such a case, would act the part of a 


spendthrift whose land could not be sold for debt, 
and while he was giving usurious advantages to 
obtain new credit, he would defy his old ones, 
I am aware that 
many plausible things may be said to show what 
are the obligations of the Government to its 
creditors, and that they may be fulfilled accord- 


_ ing to the terms of the contract without being 


- noticed in this bill. 


Be it so; but I contend that 
you are attempting to effect by indirect means, 
what you would not venture to do by direet 
means—that is, to obtain from the public creditor 
your obligation fora less amount than you prom- 
ise upon the face of itto pay him. He will not 


_ be satisfied with special pleadings and logie; he 


Vine WBA Tas ae 


will realize his misfortunes and execrate his 
wrong-doers. When his children cry for bread, 
his answer will be, I loaned to my country; I 
confided in her justice; but, in an unlucky hour, 


_ her councils were guided by logicians, and I am 


ruined. But there is another feature in the new 


_ plan which constitutes an insuperable objection. 


Specie payments are to be made absolute. If we 
did not know that necessity sometimes requires 


_ a suspension of specie payments by banks both at 


home and abroad, and that it may be done with- 
out that terrible danger which some affect to ap- 
prehend, there would be some reason to refuse 
making any provision for the case; but with all 
this light, and the existing condition of the spe- 
cie medium of the country in full view before us, 
it would seem to bea species of frantic enthu- 
siasm not to provide for the case. If bank credit 
can be restored, and it has not been essentially 
impaired, there will be a better opportunity to 
do it under the power to suspend the specie pay- 
ments, guarded as it is, than there would be in 
any other way. Butsuppose the balance of trade 
to continue strongly against us, and a high pre- 
mium for specie to be given by ourenemy. Your 
bank will become an instrument by which it will 
be driven from the country ; and it may happen, 
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and probably will happen, that their specie pay- 
ments cannot be discontinued—and what will 
then be the situation of the bank? Failing to 
fulfil the purposes designed, its credit is blighted, 
its operations are stopped, and its charter vio- 
lated ; and if this should take place before your 
Treasury notes are sold, the Government will 
scarce obtain a moment’s relief; but if the Treas- 
ury notes have been forced out, will they not 
come back upon the Government for payment 
when it has no means to redeem them, instead of 
passing into the drawer of a broken bank? 

The patience of the Committee is no doubt 
exhausted, and I will conclude by exhibiting the 
relative pecuniary value of the two plans, in a 
calculation that cannot be misunderstood. 

By the scheme of the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, suppose that you succeed 
in issuing the forty-four millions of dollars in 
Treasury notes at par, whether to be vested in 
stock or for the purpose of a direct subscription 
into the bank, and suppose, too, that the fifteen 
millions of Treasury notes will purchase one 
hundred dollars of stock for eighty dollars of 
notes—the advance or profit obtained in the oper- 
ation will be the difference between the present 
price that is paid for money and the rate thus 
obtained, viz: twenty-five per cent., which, upon 
forty-four millions, will be eleven millions. This 
is the utmost that can be claimed for his plan, if 
it succeeds. 

Now, by the plan proposed by the bill, we have 
the same advance upon six millions of Treasury 
notes, viz: . - - - - $1,500,000 
Twenty-five per cent. upon a loan of 

thirty millions - - - - 
And, if we suppose our bank stock to 

advance twenty per cent. above par, 
it will make a disposable capital of 
$25,000,000, to obtain which we 
should be obliged at the present 
rates topay a premium of $6,250,000 
Which, together with the advance on 
the stock i) FT, SH - 


7,500,000 


6,250,000 
5,000,000 


Will make a net gain to the Govern- 
ment of - - - - - - 20,250,000 
Making a difference in favor of the 
Government, by the bill as reported 
by the Committee of Ways and 
Means of - - - - - $9.250,000 


This is a plain arithmetical fact, that cannot be 
controverted. The figures will speak for them- 
selves, and every member of the Committee may 
make the calculations for himself. But I can 
scarcely hope to convince the honorable gentle- 
man from South Carolina. He appears to be so 
enthusiastically attached to his proposition, that 
he has called in the aid of his prophetic spirit to 
sustain him, and has painted in glowing colors 
the prospect of the blockade being raised, and the 
speedy restoration of our foreign commerce and 
coastin# trade to their accustomed activity. But 
I cannot rely upon anticipations of this kind, 
though I have often listened with pleasure to 
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them. I have heard of his prophecies before, and 
recollect listening with pleasure, though with 
some degree of scepticism, to a speech of his, 
highly colored with promising prospects, on a bill 
which has contributed to produce, more than any 
other cause, our present fiscal embarrassments, 
It does appear to me that the wisest course would 
be not to yield to visionary speculations, nor to 
adapt our measures to a state of things not likely 
to be realized. We have been trying expedients 
toolong. Solid, substantial, and lasting measures 
are now indispensable. Such is the character of 
the proposition contained in the bill, while the 
amendment proposed totally changes its character 
as well as form. That which was designed as 
an agent to revive public credit, to supply the 
resent exigence of the country, and give such 
acility in obtaining future loans as would enable 
us to prosecute this war with vigor and effect, is 
to be converted into a machine to squeeze a little 
depreciated money out of the people for the pres- 
ent—abandoning the other great and important 
objects, so indispensably necessary to be effected. 
beg pardon of the Committee for having tres- 
passed so long upon their patience, and the only 
apology that can be offered is the importance of 
the subject. 

Mr. InGcersout said that he inserted himself 
into this debate with great reluctance; almost in 
despair—reluctance to take part in a discussion 
for which he had no inclination, and which he 
thought had better be left to the members of the 
committee who had reported the bill—in despair, 
because he had no hope of making any impres- 
sion on an assembly but too studious of change, 
too fond of novelty, too apt to think that national 
wealth was most certainly to be found in indi- 
vidual impoverishment. Ever since this war 
was declared, and, indeed, since the session of 
Congress preceding it, the nation had been kept 
alive on sickly hopes of peace and the empirical 
sustenance of inadequate loans; and it was uot 
till just now, when these flattering unctions were 
no longer applicable, that we had made up our 


minds to the solid food of heavy taxes, pledges of | | 


them in sinking funds, and a national banking in- 
stitution, For his part, Mr. I. said, he had uni- 
formly denied and deprecated the effects antici- 
pated from the Russian mediation, as well as 
those of the negotiation subsequently translated 
from Gottenburg to Ghent. These always ap- 
red to him to be the beau ideal of our Foreign 
elations. He had never ceased to remonstrate 
against abstracting an eminent person from the 
head of the Treasury Department, to send him 
to make the grand tour of Europe in pursuit of 
Eerre- I have invariably thought and said, said 
r. I., that the only policy was that just indi- 
cated by my friend and colleague, who preceded 
me, (Mr. INaHam,) to look the difficulties man- 
fully in the face, conceive them at their worst, 
and deal with them accordingly. We have at 
last come to this complexion, and I congratulate 
the country on the occasion. We never should 
have had peace until war was waged in earnest ; 
and, perhaps, we are now much nearer to a ter- 
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mination of hostilities than we were while sy). 
sisting on pacific overtures, 

The Treasury Department, in concert, and afte, 
long consideration with the Committee of Way; 
and Means, assuming the responsibility of thei, 
respective stations, have recommended to us the 
plan of a bank which is comprehended in the }jjj 
under discussion. In this Congress of Ambassa. 
dors (as I think it was the late President Adams, 
in his Treatise on the Constitution, very aptly 
denominates us,) rather than a Congress of the 
Representatives of different portions of the same 
people, it should always be the first preliminary 
to entering upon any subject, the sine gua non— 
since sine gua nons are so much the mode in mod- 
ern Congresses—to agree, by mutual sacrifices of 
pride of opinion and the spirit of system, to ep- 
deavor to attain some practicable object and te- 
sult. It is well known to every member thata 
National Bank, while nearly all acknowledge the 
imperious necessity of such an establishment, has 
to encounter the various obstacles and collisions 
which arise from various quarters of this House. 
In the first place, it is to be opposed by the gen- 
tlemen on the opposite side, who, deeming the 
war upjust in its origin, deem it, moreover, a 
Constitutional and correct orbit of opposition to 
move indiscriminately against every measure cal- 
culated to act in furtherance of the war. [| will 
not take upon myself to determine whether this 
is a proper view of the subject. We, at all events, 
know that it is one most steadfastly adhered to. 
In the next place, a bank is resisted by certain 
scruples respecting the Constitutional power of 
Congress to create one, which obtain with several 

entlemen on this side of the House. And lastly, 
it cannot be doubted but that the most powerful, 
pervading, and indefatigable hostility out of doors 
will be organized by the innumerable State bank- 
ing institutions, which comprehend within the 
sphere of their influence almost every man of 
property in the country, who may apprehend that 
a Bank of the United States would tend to cur- 
tail, to cripple, or to destroy their resources. As 
ong, however, as the objections urged on this 
floor were confined to those which might have 
been expected, and which may be urged against 
all such establishments, I did not suppose it in- 
cumbent on any member to assist those genile- 
men of the committee who have the particular 
conveyance of this bill through the House. | 
should not have presumed, therefore, to mingle 
in the debate in reply to such objections. Indeed, 
the grounds which were eloquently occupied by 
the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Gas- 
TON) seemed to me to be sufficiently answered by 
himself, for I really think that there were few o! 
the difficulties which he recapitulated against the 
proposed plan that are not in equal force of ex- 
istence against the substitute he suggested. As 
to plans, indeed, [am not, myself, at all tena- 
cious. Any plan will answer my purposes that 
promises to restore public credit and create a cil- 
culating medium. Nor can we, to be sure, com- 
plain of any deficiency of projects. Almost ev- 
ery gentleman has his own; and, if you happet 
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to look into a newspaper, ecce homo! here isa 
daily column of most comfortable schemes, al- 
ready printed for your perusal. [In allusion to a 
voluminous writer on these subjects in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, who affixed the signature of 
“ Homo” to his essays.] It affords me pleasure 
to bear testimony to the satisfaction with which 
I followed the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Catnoun) in the development of his sub- 
stitute for the system recommended by the Treas- 
ury Department. I must do that gentleman the 
justice to say that his views were exhibited in a 
clear, connected, and well-digested discourse on 
this abstruse and complicated subject, in which 
he unquestionably showed, at least, his own prep- 
aration and capacity for explaining and support- 
ing any favorite project he may choose to intro- 
duce; and, while I declare my unequivocal opin- 
ion that his appears to me to be the most fantastic, 
impracticable, and, I will add, pernicious of all 
the plans we could adopt, calculated inevitably 
to destroy the public credit of this Government— 
to damn it to all eternity—yet, so anxious am I 
to provide for the crisis which presses on us, that 
I would rather fall in even with this alternative, 
at the expense of all your remaining public credit, 
in preference to not voting for some immediate 
means for meeting present embarrassments. If 
we must ruin our existing creditors in order to 
procure fresh supplies, and if that is the best man- 
ner of procuring them, I profess my readiness to 
proceed to so deplorable a resort, rather than to 
omit altogether the making of some provision 
for the exigency. But the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. CaLuoun) has pointed out to us a 
stream of finance which positively is not naviga- 
ble. We m8 trace its origin and follow its 
course—seemingly a fine volume of water, fer- 
tilizing as it flows—uatil we behold it emptying 
itself into the ocean; but when we come to try 
its usefulness, we find that, like the river Susque- 
hannah, its navigation is doubtful, dangerous, 
and unsafe. It invites population to settle on its 
shores, but diseases and death infest them; and 
we are amazed to discover, on experiment, how 
fatally it disappoints the expectations that were 
at first encouraged of its beneficial properties. 
Nothing but a freshet will justify our venturing 
on this current ; and that is precarious, uncertain, 
and alarming. 

Let us examine this unexpected substitute. 
What do we find? Why, sir, in the outset, an 
insuperable difficulty, in imine, before we reach 
the body of the project. The gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Catuoun,) who, no doubt, 
in the zeal of an ardent mind, let drop some 
rather inadmissible expressions by way of fore- 
stalling the objections he anticipated to hisscheme, 
will excuse me for the similitude; but really it 
reminds me of the French veterinary surgeon, 
who killed the sick horse, in order that he might 
prove his skill by restoring him to life. Is it not 
so? Does not his plan demand, as its first postu- 
late, a total prostration of the public means, an 
absolute vacuum in the Treasury, to be after- 
wards revived by filling it with forty millions of 
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Treasury notes? Does it not require that the 
twelve millions which are indispensable for the 
current quarter of this year, should be sacrificed, 
and that the Government should stop payment 
for the present, relying on this scheme for obtain- 
ing funds hereafter? Most assuredly the doors 
to which you look for loans will be locked up 
and double-bolted against your advances, if you 
enact a law, impregnated as this is now proposed 
to be with injustice to those who have hitherto 
sustained your credit by administering to your 
occasions. You are to forego the advantages of 
an approved and rational plan, you are to aban- 
don the attempt to borrow what you stand most 
seriously in need of at the present moment, you 
are to stop payment, you are to become bank- 
rupt, in order that new, untried, and impractica- 
ble efforts may afterwards be made to raise you 
from the grave. The thing is impossible; and if 
if it were not, the experiment, at all events, is 
rather too critical a one. You may, I believe 
that you must, perish under the operation. Of 
how nice and delicate a texture public credit is 
composed, we have had demonstrations but too 
painful during the present session. It is the very 
gossamer of political elements. The perpetual 
sunshine of confidence is necessary to its exist- 
ence. Withhold this, and it languishes. With- 
draw it, and it dies. And once dead, where is 
the magic, where the power, that can revive it? 
Let me caution gentlemen against even handling 
it too roughly. It is but too easily destroyed ; 
and, whatever may be said in speculations here, 
depend upon it, sir, that there is no skill in either 
surgery or quackery that can call it back again 
to an animation once suspended. 

Such however, so imminent, so full of dissolu- 
tion and decay, are the very foundations on which 
this new superstructure is to be built up. Let us 
now look a little further into its details. And 
here, at the very inside of the threshold, I am 
again struck with a general imperfection. Why 
not come at once to the rejected resolutions of 
my honest friend from Georgia? (Mr. Haut.) 
What use is there in such a mass of banking 
machinery to give circulation to some millions of 
Treasury notes? Why not issue them at once, 
without this unwieldy, this unnecessary medium ? 
Do you surround them with it in order to pass 
them off with less embarrassment, supposing that 
the public will occupy themselves in examining 
the mill, without scrutinizing the material? If 
you do, disappointment will be the consequence; 
for those moneyed men whom you hitherto have 
looked to for support, though now you seem ready 
to discard them, are not to be so easily prevailed 
upon. They area sharpsighted animal, who will 
pierce through your projects at a glance, how- 
ever you may wrap and told them up from com- 
mon observation. 

Again: If Treasury notes are to constitute the 
universal succedaneum, and you intend to de- 
prive the Government of authority to prohibit 
the issue of specie even under peculiar circum- 
stances and for short periods, what occasion have 
you for any specie capital at all? Do you im- 
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agine, sir, that your five or six millions will be 
suffered to remain quietly in circulation, going 
in and out of the vaults of this bank, without 
any guard whatever against its fraudulent evasion? 
Iam quite mistaken if the whole sum would not 
migrate to Halifax within a fortnight after its 
deposite. I cannot pretend to speak with precis- 
ion as to the amount of specie, now in retirement, 
belonging to the different banks of Philadelphia, 
and individuals who have secured portions of it 
in safe places, but I should imagine that it must 
be considerable, perhaps some millions. How 
long is it supposed it would continue in fair cir- 
culation if the banks were to pay it out for notes? 
It would infallibly and almost instantaneously 
disappear. I confess that I have my doubts as to 
the propriety of affording Government any num- 
ber of the directors of the bank. But I cannot 
conceive a mode for dispensing with the inhibi- 
tion by law of specie issues in certain cases, with- 
out referring this authority for its exercise to the 
directors themselves, who must endanger the 
charter by its enforcement. It is, therefore, best 
in other hands. But after all, sir, it was in behalf 
of the public creditors that I was mainly induced 
to address you. It was to bespeak your indul- 
gence; to appeal to your faith; to indicate your 
policy, as regards the stockholders of the late 
oans that I have ventured to rise on this occa- 
sion. In order to understand and appreciate their 
relation to the Government, let us inquire how 
it came about. It is not two years since, when I 
first came to this House, I felt it my duty to as-. 
sert their pretensions against attack from the 
other side. And now already, much sooner, I 
confess, than I expected, I am called upon to 
defend them from attacks on this side. Blessed 
encouragement this, to be sure, for those who 
may be disposed to lend their money to the pub- 
lic. And, pray, what are the circumstances that 
justify these aggressions? ‘You first went into 
the market for a loan of eleven millions at six 
per cent., of which you obtained but about six. 
yerere some explanations took place between Mr. 
pres, Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and Mr. INcerso tt, by which it ap- 
peared that Mr. I. was mistaken in supposing that 
the residue of this loan had been filled up by a 
diversion of the Sinking Fund for that purpose. 
Mr. E. pointedly denied that the Sinking Fund 
ever had been diverted from its true object.] 
The explanation afforded by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Erres,) makes no change, 
(proceeded Mr. InceRsoLL) in the aspect of my 
argument. I was about to show that your loan 
market was exhausted by a loan of six or seven 
millions, at the hundred for a hundred. Your 
next bargain was for sixteen millions at eighty- 
eight for the hundred. Afterwards, seven mil- 
lions and a half at the same rate. And, finally, 
that portion of the twenty-five millions which 
has been negotiated at eighty, and perhaps less, 
for the hundred. Aod what inducements did you 
hold forth to those who advanced these sums? 
Of course the fuith of Government for the punc- 
tual payment of the interest, and faithful redemp- 
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tion of the principal at the aT ae of the stip. 
ulated term, But was this all? Was there no 
accessory, no additional inducement, besides the 
plighted faith of the nation? This House mus 
well remember that there was. It cannot be for. 
gotten that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
selected as one of the Commissioners to repair to 
Europe to treat for peace ; and it is perfectly wel| 
known that both he and his colleague, at the 
time that some of these loans were under cop. 
tract, were ee in their calculations on the 
prosperous result of their mission. Indeed, since 
we have become acquainted with their instruc. 
tions, it cannot be matter of surprise that they 
should have entertained such a confidence. The 
fact, however, is, that subscribers to the loan a 
eighty-eight, were led to believe, and from the 
best authority, that their stock would enjoy all 
the benefits of peace within twelve months from 
the time of their subscription, and that instead of 
merely par for the eighty-eight which they loaned, 
they might reasonably calculate on a rise of ten 
or fifteen per cent. above the one hundred which 
they were promised for their money. It was, 
moreover, made a test of patriotism in the sub- 
scribers, and hundreds contributed io part on this 
principle. Gentlemen talk of these persons as 
if they were the veriest brokers and stockjobbers 
in the world ; and as if, too, none but brokers and 
stockjobbers had subscribed. But no misconcep- 
tion could be more unfounded. Let such as im- 
agine that some half a dozen usurious capitalists 
hold all the stock in question, attend on quarter 
day at the door of a bank in which dividends are 
payable, and examine there into the characters 
and conditions of the crowd of anxious expcct- 
ants for their income. They willfind the widow 
and the orphan, the aged and the infirm, as well 
as the wealthy and thecompetent, waiting for their 
shares—some of them for small sums, payable by 
way of annuity, (which was authorized by the 
loan laws,) and the only reliance of the poor peo- 

le who have invested their funds in this stock. 

hese are the persons whom you are proposing 
to cast aside. They did not seek you nor press 
themselves into your assistance. But, on the con- 
trary, you went in search of them, and induced 
them, by strong and seductive promises, to part 


with their money for your necessities. They did 
so at = earnest instances. They paid it to 
you when they could have had gold and silver 


for their checks. But now, having bound them 
to your destiny, having exhausted their capacity 
to lend, you deny them (should the proposed 
amendment be adopted) any participation in a 
lans for the improvement cf their funds. You 
eave them to their fate, vainly imagining that, 
after such crying injustice, you can substitute 
another class of creditors in their places. No 
moneyed institution can succeed which is to be 
founded on principles at war with the interests of 
the moneyed men of a community. You may 
rail at these persons if you will. But depend 
upon it, that to enlist their opposition to any plan 
for the restoration of public credit, is not the way 
to accomplish it. 
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The bank contemplated by the original bill on 
the table was to be laid on the liberal, the politic, 














anticipation of its incorporation into the bank. 
No doubt it will fall again as soon as this propo- 
and the natural endowments of public stock and | sition for excluding it goes abroad. What more 
specie in certain adequate proportions. That | infallible thermometer can we have of the effect 
which is to be attempted, should the amendment | of such a measure on the stock? There are be- 
succeed, would, for the first time in the history of | tween sixty and eighty millions of it in cireula- 
such institutions, be founded on a vast basis of | tion. You propose to issue fifteen millions of 
new paper or stock to be created, to the prejudice | Treasury notes for purchasing up such of it as is 
of those who now own the stocks and regulate the | to be subscribed tothe bank. The inevitable con- 
prices, in the market. Of these, there are between | sequence must be, first a competition, a most un- 
sixty and eighty millions (including Treasury | fair one, in the market, and then a depreciation 
notes) in existence. Instead of withdrawing a | of the stock. He who subscribed at eighty has 
third of this amount and appropriating it to a | twenty per cent. advantage over the more meri- 
bank, the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. | torious subseriber at one hundred or at eighty- 
Catuoun) would send in forty odd millions more, | eight, and no alternative is left for the latter but 
in the shape of Treasury notes, more heavily than | to sacrifice his stock at fifty or sixty, in order to 
ever to choke up and overdo the market. I do | reimburse himself by the profits of a subscription 
not pretend to be very conversant with these | to the bank, or to hold his stock depreciated to 
matters; but I must confess that I cannot per- | one-half of what he gave for it. I am not dis- 
ceive how such a scheme could possibly succeed | posed to repeat the epithets that were bestowed 
in operation. | on such dealings by my friend and colleague, (Mr. 

Of all models for a moneyed institution the late | InaHam,) but really I must say that I should con- 
Bank of the United States affords one, the most | sider them most reprehensible proceedings. There 
worthy of imitation. And upon what was it | is, too, a difference of from fifteen to twenty per 
founded? Public stock and specie capital. What | cent. in the prices of stock at different places, at 
public stock? Not new stock created for the | Baltimore and Boston, for instance, and the scan- 
purpose ; but that which was funded at twenty | dalous speculations to be authorized would there- 
shillings in the pound, though a great deal of it fore carry with them this additional aggravation. 
was purchased as low as one-and-sixpence. The | In fact, there is no stock market in this country ; 


Secretary of the Treasury would hear of no dis- 
crimination between thecreditors. He well knew 
that public credit was to be created, not by looking 
forward to new auxiliaries, and discarding old 
ones, but by a punctilious and faithful, an indis- 
criminate and universal fulfilment of all former 
engagements. Paying old debts is the best mode 
of enabling a community to contract new ones. 
The Bank of England, the Bank of Genoa, most 
of the celebrated moneyed institutions in Europe, 
were established on similar recognitions and adop- 
tions of the public stocks of their respective coun- 
tries. The Bank of the United States therefore 
followed theirexample. Stockholders, who were 
known to have purchased their stock at a great 
discount, were nevertheless allowed to subscribe 
without discrimination, though it was well ascer- 
tained that the bank stock would immediately rise 
after the subscription, and though it did actually 
rise to one hundred and forty. Now, inall views 
of this subject, the late Bank of the United States 
affords a precedent to be consulted with the ut- 
most consideration, and one not to be departed 


and, whenever the purchases in question are to be 
made, the holders of stogk in different places must 
abide the effects of the variation in the prices ac- 
cumulated on the other hardships of their case. 
But why, we are asked, are these stockholders 
to be preferred? Why is an individual holding 
| certificates of this stock to enjoy the advantages 
| of a subscription to the Bank of the United States, 
in preference tu any individual who does not hap- 
fea. to hold such certificates? The answer is, 
| that they are not preferred any more than the few 
possessors of specie. Any person may buy the 
stock who chooses it, and thus become capacita- 
ted to subscribe it to the bank. There is no de- 
ficiency of it for sale in the market. We have 
taken care of that. And but too numerous, un- 
pr omg are they who are anxious to get rid 
of it. 

As to taking it at the rate at which Govern- 
ment received their money, could anything be 
more unjust? The public taith was plighted to 
redeem eighty-eight with a hundred. The stoek- 
holders are consequently entitled, in the first place, 


from without very sufficient causes. Broken up | to have one hundred for their eighty-eight; and 


as that institution has been, and subjected to the 
severest tests of investigation, the wisdom, fidelity 
and punctuality of its transactions have been man- 
ifested in the strongest light ; and I think it would 
be hazarding not a little to disregard them. 

The gentlemen from South Carolina, both the 
honorable mover of this amendment (Mr. Cat- 
HOUN) and his colleague who supports him (Mr. 
Lownpes,) deny that the creation of a new stock 
for the bank capital, would be either an injury or 
any injustice to the present stockholders. 1 un- 
derstand that the stock was at eighty-one the day 
before yesterday in Baltimore, and looking up, in 
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| then most assuredly they havea right, in common 
with all other subscribers, to all the profits to ac- 
| crue, above par, on their subscription to the bank. 
| In this they are not preferred to other subscribers; 
| though perhaps it might be shown, without any 
| great difficulty, that they are entitled to at least 
a highly favorable attention from the Govern- 
ment. We have gotall their money. We took 
it when it was convertible into gold and silver. 
And it would be neither generous nor just now 
to postpone them to other members of the com- 
munity. 
These arguments, however, are controverted 





611 
H.orR. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Bank of the United States. 








612 


Novemerr, 1814, 








by the gentlemen from South Carolina, both of 
whom deny that Government is bound to admit 
these stockholders into the bank, as well as that 
any injury will be done to them by the exclusion. 
But what facts have they advanced to sustain 
their theory? The rise and fall of the stock is, 
as I have shown, a very clear criterion of the 
state of the stockholders’ interests; and really I 
cannot help saying, that when so much experi- 
ence and fact is to be overthrown by a specula- 
tion, we should have something more than even 
the most respectable opinions in its favor. One 
of those gentlemen (Mr. Catuown) insists that 
no depreciation can be the consequence of his 
scheme, and the other (Mr. Lownpes) expressed 
his conviction that the proposed amendment is 
preferable to the original bill. Those honorable 
gentlemen know, I am well persuaded, of the at- 
tention and pleasure with which I always listen 
to whatever falls from either of them. But I must 
be pardoned for withholding my consent to this 
conclusion of theirs, which really is only asserted, 
not proved, by the one, with, if I may so express 
it, his most respectable colleague’s endorsement 
on the draft. 

I was surprised, I confess, at the latter gentle- 
man’s (Mr. Lownpes) repetition of a question 
which had been previously put by the gentleman 
frem North Carolina, (Mr. Gaston.) Why, it 
is with seeming triumph demanded, why, if former 
and not ne stock is to be part of the capital,do you 
exclude the old funded debt of the United States ? 
Most obviously, it may be answered. because 
that account has long ago been settled ; because 
a sinking fund has been many years operating the 
absorption of that debt; because it is not liable to 
the fluctuation of the market, as the late stock is, 
and because the holders of it do not desire you to 
meddle with it. [Mr. Lownpes here inquired if 
Mr. Incerso.t included the Louisiana stock, to 
which he answered that he did not.] The dif- 
ference is very great indeed between the old six 
per cents., of which I am speaking, and the re- 
cent stocks created during the present war. After 
the experience public creditors have lately had of 
Congressional kindness and good will, they might 
well exclaim, like the French merchants to the 
economists: “ Laissez nous faire. Let us alone. 
* We do not stand in need of your assistance, nor 
‘ desire your interposition. All that we ask is to 
‘belet alone.” Very different indeed is the situa- 
tion of the new stockholders, with all their money 
gone, their funds depreciated, and their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress inveighing against their 
contracts as usurious and iniquitous. They are 
bound to the public car by the ties they cannot 
break. They must continue to follow public fate. 
They cannot afford either to sell or to hold. Af- 
ter exhausting their credit at bank they are driven 
to the usurer for relief, who strips them of half 
their stock for the preservation of the residue—and 
that residue they must needs hold—to bequeath 
it to their children with curses on the Govern- 
ment which borrowed of them, on fair promises, 
to their last cent, and then left them to their ruin. 

Mr. Chairman, we are debating this interesting 





















jects and visionary speculations. 
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subject under very peculiar circumstances. |t js 
now two months since Congress have been in ses. 
sion, convened by the President under the pres. 
sure of great and weighty considerations. Since 
we assembled a most alarming temper has ap. 
peared in very decided indications among some 
of the Eastern States; and it is said to be jip- 


tended, by the agitation of the Hartford Convep- 


tion, to proceed deliberately to the disintegration 
of New England from the Union. For my par 
I cannot believe it. I cannot impute such designs 
to a people whose forecast, and orderly and gene. 
ral attachment to regular Government, have been 
so much vaunted, and, perhaps, not without rea- 
son. But what encouragement, if such be their 
object, are we not holding out to them? And 


what a rebuke the Hartford Convention may, in 


all probability, impose upon Congress! The fif- 


teenth of December is advertised as the day of 
their meeting, scarcely more than three weeks 
from the moment when I address you—after hay- 
ing been two months in session, under every im- 
pulse to action and concert, without having yet 
achieved any one important act—without, in fact, 
being now as likely to agree as we were six weeks 
ago—still amusing ourselves with discordant pro- 
The Hartford 
Convention will find disunion ready made to their 
occasions. Instead of taking steps to separate 
themselves from the other States, to delay or to 
defeat our measures, they will have, I fear, but 
too much opportunity for declaring that their 
Convention was rendered indispensable by our 
procrastination and idle controversy; that they 
met to save, not to destroy; not to deny the au- 
thority of Congress and prevent its proceedings, 
but to provide tor our omissions; to raise an army 
to repel invasion; to create a navy ; to establish 
adequate taxes and a circulating medium; to 
uphold the staggering credit of the country. We 
are disputing about details, while the nation is 
agonized with the pangs of dissolution. We 
must come to action, and that speedily, too, or 
the agony will be over. I hope, therefore, Mr. 
Chairman, that the amendment will be rejected, 
and that we shall endeavor to make some harmo- 
nious progress with the original bill on the table. 
Mr. Oakey, of New York, in a powerful and 
impressive speech of an hour and a half, replied 
to the speeches of Messrs. INGHAM and Incer- 
sOLL, and advocated the motion of Mr, Cacuovn. 
He began by deprecating a hasty decision on this 
subject, one of the most important that could 
ever come before a legislative body, being no less 
than the establishment of a charter for a moneyed 
institution of fifty millions, the features of which 
could not, when once settled by a solemn act of 
Congress, be changed, but must be as irrevocable, 
during the term of the charter, as the Constitu- 
tion itself, &c. The National Bank, if necessary, 
was required by the public good alone. He, there- 
fore, threw out of view, as wholly irrelative, the 
argument in relation to the effect of the propose 
amendment on the holders of publie stock, who 
had no right to demand any advantages from 
such an institution, and to whom no injustice 
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would be done by precluding them from any 
other share in it than other citizens of the United 
States. He stated some things in relation to this 
bill to show that the facts of its having been re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
was not an unanswerable argument against 
amendment; for, he stated, that the principal fea- 
ture proposed to be changed by this amendment 
scarcely obtained a majority in the Committee of 
Ways and Means, &c. He then proceeded to 
examine, first, the details of the bill before the 
House, and next of the amendment proposed to 
be made to it; and concluded an elaborate and 
able view of the subject, by expressing his de- 
cided conviction of the superior practicability of 
Mr. Catuoun’s proposition over the bill as re- 
ported, &c. 

When Mr. Oakey concluded, at a little past 
4 o'clock, the question was taken on Mr. Cat- 
HOUN’S motion to amend the bill, and decided in 
the affirmative by a majority of about sixty votes. 
The Committee then rose, reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 





Fripay, November 18. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Catuoun, of South Carolina, remarked, 
that he looked upon the decision of the House, 
yesterday, as indicating a disposition on the part 
of the House to change the whole nature of the 
bill, now before a Committee of the Whole, for 
incorporating the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States of America. As many amend- 
ments in detail would be required, he thought the 
most proper way to act on the bill would be to re- 
commit it, for amendment, to a select committee. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Wricur of 
Maryland, and Mr. Lownpes of South Carolina, 
on the ground that there were parts of the plan of 
the gentleman, against which the House might 
decide, and which could as well be acted on in 
Committee of the Wholeas bya select committee. 

Mr. Ca.noun then withdrew his motion, re- 
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decision was affirmed by the Committee of the 
Whole. 75 to 39. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the third section of the bill, which contem- 
plates the subscription by the United States of 
tweity millions in six per cent. stock to the cap- 
ital of the bank. 

This section Mr. CaLHoun moved to strike out 
of the bill. 

Mr. Forsyts, of Georgia said, he hoped the 
section would not be struck out. He considered 
it important that the United States should hold 
a certain proportion of the stock of the bank, be- 
cause he believed the privilege of so doing would 
be valuable to the Government. In the stock of 
the old Bank of the United States the Govern- 
ment had held a considerable portion of the stock, 
and the benefit derived from it had not been denied. 
It had been a matter of boast on the other side of 
the House,and the Republican Administration 
had enjoyed the advantages arising to the Gov- 
ernment from it. He could not conceive any 
solid objection to this course. It might be said 
the bank would be injuriously affected by the 
shares the United States would hold in it, because 

i they would subscribe nothing but stock. But, 
Mr. F. said, if the basis of the bank was to be 
public stock, its value would not be destoyed by 
a part of it being owned by the United States as 

| well as by individuals. He hoped the motion 
would not prevail. 

Mr. Cacuown said, the principle of his motion 
had been decided by the amendment which had 
been made to the second section. Consistency 
required that the House, after deciding as they 

| did yesterday, should now strike out this section. 

Mr. Wricuat said, he did not consider the de- 
cision of yesterday as at all interfering with this 

| motion. [f it did, he felt himself to be commit- 
ted contrary to his intention. The discussion on 
yesterday had not turned on this point; and, he 
| contended, even had the House inadvertently de- 
cided the principle yesterday, the decision to re- 
tain this section would control the provision in the 





serving the right to offer it again, when further | said second section, inasmuch as in law posterior 


progress should have been made in the discussion 
of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, the House 
in resolved itself into a Committee of the 
hole on the said bill. 

Mr. Forsytu, of Georgia, moved an amend- 
ment to the second section of the bill, (as it has 
been amended,) the object of which was, to ad- 
mit the forty-four miilions of the capital to be 
paid in Treasury notes, as it now stands, or in 
public stock created since the war. 

This motion was declared by the Chairman to 
be out of order, inasmuch as the Committee of 
the Whole had yesterday decided that no part of 
the payments of the subscriptions to the bank 
should be made in the manner proposed by the 
amendments. 

Mr. Forsyru was, in this decision, disposed 
for the present to waive his motion; but an ap- 
peal was taken by Mr. Fisk, of New York, from 
the decision of the Chair on this point; which 


control prior provisions. The Government ought, 
he contended, to have a share in the stock and in 
the direction of the bank. The old Bank of the 
United States would yet have been in operation, 
be said, if a portion of the direction had been under 
the control of the Government, to have prevented 
it from being a perfect inquisition. He instanced 
the advantages which several of the States derive 
from holding a share in the stock and a direction 
of banks within their respective limits. Seven- 
eighths of the capital of the bank, had, he said, 
been held by foreigners ; and every man who had 
| any hand in the direction of its concerns was ad- 
| verse to the politics of this Administration. Some 
of them were refugees from the country, who 
ought to have been hung during the Revolution. 
It could not, therefore, be expected that Congress 
would revive that institution or create any other, 
the whole weight of which would have been 
thrown in the opposite scale to that of the United 
States. Mr. W. was desirous not only that the 
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United States but that the agricultural interest of 
the country should hold a due proportion in the 
stock of this bank, to keep it out of the exclusive 
control of the commercial class, which he in- 
timated was generally in the British interest, and 
not a few ney connected in business with 
British houses. The landed and manufacturing 
interest, he agued, ought to be at least equall 
interested in the bank with the commercial. It 
was necessary the Government should hold both 
stock and direction in the bank, to guard the 
United States against the operation of any for- 
eign influence, &c. 

r. CaLnoun, finding, as he said, from the 
course of the debate, that the eyes of the Com- 
mittee had been so entirely directed to the main 
object of the amendment adopted yesterday, that 
they had overlooked the part of it to which this 
section had reference, rose to explain the reasons 
of his present motion. Whether the provision 
now under consideration should be struck out or 
retained, he contended, depended on the situation 
of the nation. He was clearly of opinion, that, 
in the present situation of the nation, it ought to 
be struck out. One great object of this bank 
was to afford the means of relieving the nation 
from difficulties under which it now lateral By 
striking out this section, the Government would 
not, he said, lose the advantages it would derive 
from retaining it, inasmuch asthe twenty millions, 
instead of being vested by the United States in 
stock, would assume the shape of Treasury notes, 
and in reality produce the effect, by their absorp- 
tion in the bank, of an immediate loan to the 
Government. Which, he asked, does the United 
States now most want,a capital or the use of 
a capital? He said he should be glad, indeed, 
abstractedly, that the United States should possess 
a share in the capital of the bank; he should be 
glad the United States should possess a capital in 
the bank on which they could draw one, two, or 
three per cent. more interest than they had to pay 
forit. But we want still more the use of the capi- 
tal. Ifany gentleman could conceive the situa- 
tion of the country to be such that we could lock 
up instead of using these twenty millions of cap- 
ital, he would vote against thisamendment. The 
capital, he said, would not be lost to the Uni- 
ted States, but would assume for them the most 
active and most efficient form, by means of the 
Treasury notes, which, being put into circula- 
tion and absorbed by the Government, would 
effect an immedate loan to the Government. 
But, it had been said, unless the United States 
held some share in the bank, it would fall into 
the hands of ourenemies. Mr. C. said, he did not 
think so harshly as the gentleman from Mary- 
land of the commercial interest ; in the large, he 
believed, that great interest to be American, not- 
withstanding some exceptions might be found to 
that character. But even if such a disposition 
as was feared by the gentleman should exist, it 
would not be controlled by retaining the present 
provisions of the bill, because the twenty direc- 
tors could always vote down thefive proposed to be 
appointed by the Executive, if there should arise 
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a contest between the Government and the bank. 
But there was another means of protecting the 
Government against the bank, more potent and 
certain than any such provisions; let the United 
States retain the power over its deposites, and 
over the receipt of the bank notes in payment of 
duties and debts to the Government, and it would 
possess a sufficient control over the bank. 

Mr. Forsyts admitted an immediate lox 
would be an advantage to the Government; but 
was such a loan wanted, to the proposed amount, 
in addition to the taxes to be raised by the bills 
now before the House? He contended that it 
probably would not. But, if it would, he argued 
that part of the project was impracticable, be. 
cause of the difficulty of throwing into marke 
forty-four millions of dollars of Treasury notes; 
whereas, if twenty millions of that amount were 
subscribed in stock in behalf of the United States, 
the balance of penn thew millions would be al! 
disposed of, and would probably be sufficient for 
all the purposes of the Government. Even for 
the benefit of the gentleman’s plan, therefore, this 
feature ought to be retained. 

Mr. Catuouwn said, that if fifteen millions of 

the forty-four millions of Treasury notes were 
applied, as he had suggested, to the purchase of 
stock, and five millions to the redemption of 
Treasury notes falling due at the commencement 
of the next year, there would be no difficulty in 
disposing of the remainder of them. He said, to 
vest twenty millions in the capital stock of the 
bank would be acting like a man without a dol- 
lar in his pocket offering to lend out money at 
an interest lower than he has to pay for it for his 
use. If the demands of the Treasury during the 
next year did not require the whole of these notes, 
Mr. C., said, a part could be retained uatil the 
year after, and thus provision be made for two 
ears. If the subscriptions were received month- 
y, in twelve instalments, there would never be 
out at one time more than two millions, much 
less than the amount of Treasury notes now in 
circulation. There would be no doubt, he thought, 
of their being sought for with avidity. 

Mr. Incuam, of Pennsylvania, said that, if the 
whole amount of Treasury notes now proposed 
to be issued should not be wanted in the course 
of the next year, it would unquestionably be more 
to the interest of the Government to invest t wenty 
millions of the amount in stock in the bank, pro- 
vided it would be an advantage to them to pos- 
sess that stock. Allowing the stock of the bank 
to advance as it might be expected to do, it would 
afford a profit to the United States, in twelve 
months, of six millions of dollars; and the United 
States would, besides, dispose of the capital stock 
at its full value whenever they chose. 

Mr. Forsyra still questioned the ability to cir- 
culate so large an amount of Treasury notes; 
because they were not like bank paper, which 
could at any time command specie; nor would 
they circulate even as well as the present Treas- 
ury notes, because not payable at the end of the 
year, but to be funded in six per cent. stock. The 
fact that money is not to be paid for the proposed 
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i reasury notes, would be as well known 
iene ot le of "ihe United States as this House. 
The circulation of Treasury notes at present was 
principally among those who have money on hand 
for which they have not immediate use, which 
they invest in Treasury notes in preference to 
this public stock; because, at the same time that 
they produce an interest, they are payable at a 
day certain. The Treasury notes to be issued 
will not suit such persons, and will therefore 
probably have a very limited circulation. 

Mr. Kitzourn said he had voted for the amend- 
ment yesterday, without any idea that the other 
amendments indicated by its mover would neces- 
sarily follow. He hoped the section now under 
consideration would not be struck out. For, 
though he had ever believed the establishment of 
a National Bank one of the most important ob- 
jects, yet, if this motion prevailed, he should 
greatly deprecate it. Was it true, he asked, that 
this nation was so embarrassed in its finances, 
was in such a critical situation, that to obtain 
money for a year it was necessary to establish a 
colossal moneyed institution, with a charter which 
it would be beyond the power of this Govern- 
ment to alter for twenty years; that might, in 
one year, if amended as proposed, fall entirely 
under the direction of the enemies of the Govern- 
ment? He trusted not. If, on the other hand, 
this stock was taken by the Government in the 
bank, it might be sold at any moment, if neces- 
sary, at twenty per cent. profit, or at least without 
a sacrifice, and thus furnish the United States 
with as much money as it would sell for. 

Mr. Lownpes supported the motion to strike 
out this section. The reservation of twenty mil- 
lions for the United States, of the capital of the 
bank, would, he said, unquestionably be attended 
with some advantages. It could not be denied 
that it would, by the strength of this capital, or 
by selling it at an advance, afford the means of ob- 
taining money for the service of the Government 
in the year 1816. But the course proposed by 

entlemen was to lessen the security of the loan 
for 1815, in order, with remarkable foresight, to 
powne the ways and means for the year 1816. 

r. L, said, he differed from his colleague as to 
the application of fifteen millions of Treasury 
notes to the purchase of public debt, and five mil- 
lions for the redemption of Treasury notes. The 
object of Mr. L. was nothing more than this—to 
induce the House to reduce the capital of the 
bank from its present proposed amount. It almost 
necessarily followed, from the main points of his 
colleague’s plan, that the capital should be re- 
duced. It was impossible every Treasury note 
thrown out should be absorbed in the bank at the 
times of subscription ; and the amount to be issued 
must therefore, of necessity, exceed the amount 
to be paid in as a part of the capital stock of the 
bank. It was important, in giving additional 
value to the Treasury notes, that the bank stock 
should be made as valuable as it could. The 
success of the plan for immediately aiding Goy- 
ernment by the means proposed, must depend on 
the value of the Treasury notes, which must de- 
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end on the value of the sharesin the bank. The 
ess valuable the shares in the bank, as they would 
be by the retention of so large a capital stock, the 
less temptation would there be to purchase the 
notes or stock, which is the basis of the subscrip- 
tion. Mr. L. said he hoped, before this subject 
was finally acted on, the Committee would limit 
to thirty or thirty-five millions, to some moderate, 
some reasonable amount, the circulation of the 
bank, and thus guard against danger of the plan 
from the amount of capital, at the same time that 
it would increase the value of the Treasury notes. 
The plan of the gentleman before him, (Mr. For- 
syTH,) he thought it obvious, provided for the 
demands of the public service in 1816, by render- 
ing utterly hazardous, if not entirely defeating, 
the provision for 1815. He denied that the Treas- 
ury notes to be issued in pursuance of this plan 
would be less valuable than those now in circu- 
lation. It was impossible, he said, in the nature 
of things; but, in furnishing additional modes of 
application of them, the Committee would in- 
crease instead of diminishing the value of Treas- 
ury notes, &c. 

After a few words from Mr. Ruea, of Tennes- 
see, indicative of an impatience for the question, 
the Committee agreed to Mr. CaLnoun’s motion 
by the following vote: For the motion 79, against 
it 53. So the third section was struck out. 

The Committee then proceeded in further ex- 
amination and amendment of the details of the 
bill; in the course of which considerable debate 
took place, involving generally the minor princi- 
ples of the art or science of banking. Among 
the amendments agreed to were the following, 
viz: To strike out so much as gives the Govern- 
ment a share in the direction of the bank; so 
much as prohibits the bank from selling the Uni- 
ted States stock, which may come into its posses- 
sion; so much as binds the bank to loan thirty 
millions to the Government, &c. 

A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, 
and supported by Mr. Pearson, to amend that 
part of the section authorizing the bank to estab- 
lish offices of discount, deposite, and distribution, 
sO as to require the bank, whenever the Govern- 
ment may direct it, to establish an office of dis- 
count and deposite at the City of Washington, 
with a capital (not less than five millions of dol- 
lars.) After striking out the latter clause within 
parentheses, the motion was negatived. 

When the Committee rose for to-day, an amend- 
ment was under discussion affecting the manner 
in which the bank shall pay specie for its notes, 
whether at all its offices, or at the Mother Bank 
only. Immediately on the Committee’s rising, 
the House adjourned. 





Saturpay, November 19. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ to authorize 
the Commissioner of the Revenue to cause a clerk 
in his office to aid him in signing licenses,” with 
an amendment; in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. 
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though a case of hardship, was one in which the 
Congress were under no obligation, legal or equi- 
table, to indemnify the petitioners. 

The motion to lay the report on the table was 
negatived; and the yeas and nays thereon having 
been required by Mr. Hanson, of Maryland, the 
question on the adoption of the report was deci- 
ded in the affirmative. For the report 80, against 
it 43, as follows: 


Yzeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Bur. 
well, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Cilley, Clark, Com- 
stock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Deno- 
yelles, Desha, Earle, Findley, Fisk of New York, For- 
ney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, 
Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hop. 
kins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Irving, Ken- 
nedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McKee, McKim, Mc- 
Lean, Moore, Nelson, Parker, Piper, Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, 
Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, 
Udree, Vose, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Wright, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Brig- 
ham, Butler, Caperton, Cox, Culpeper, Dana, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Duvall, Ely, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, 
Hale, Hanson, Hawkins, Hungerford, Ingersoll, John- 
son of Virginia, Kent of New York, King of Massachu- 
setts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Pearson, 
Pickering, Potter, Ruggles, Sheffey, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Win- 
ter. 


PETITION OF RENNER AND HEATH. 


Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Renner & Heath, of the City of 
Washington. The report is as follows: 


That the petitioners were owners of ropewalks in 
the City of Washington, in which were contained a 
large quantity of spun yarns and navy cordage, all of 
which was destroyed by the enemy in his late incur- 
sion into this city. On or about the 20th of July last, 
one of the petitioners, Mr. Heath, applied to Mr. South- 
erlan, the owner of some long boats then lying in the 
Potomac, and engaged of him five of them to transport 
his cordage and yarns up the river, if the enemy should 
invade the city. On the 18th or 19th of August, it 
was deemed expedient, by General Winder, to impress 
the boats of Mr. Southerlan, for the purpose of trans- 

g the troops across the Potomac, which were kept 
in the employment of the Government until after the 
invasion of the city. On the 20th of August the pe- 
titioners applied for the boats, according to contract, 
for the purpose of removing their property, when they 
were informed that they were impressed. It also ap- 
pears to the committee, that on the 22d of August the 
— joners employed a wagon and nine or ten carts, 
‘or the purpose of removing the property, but the wagon 
and two or three of the carts were impressed by the 
officers of the departments, to remove the public papers 
and property; and that seven of the carts employed, 
after taking loads from the ropewalks out of the city, 
refused to return to haul any more for the petitioners, 
apprehending, if they did, they would be impressed 
into the employment of the Government. It is also 
stated, and believed, that, after that day, and before the 
enemy entered the city, carriages were not to be had 
in the city to remove the property. The loss of the 
petitioners, exclusive of the price of the ropewalks, is 
estimated at about thirty-four thousand eight hundred 
dollars ; they ask of Congress to be reimbursed to the 
amount of their loss. 

The committee are of opinion the Government is 
under no obligation to pay for the property. The de- 
struction of private property by the enemy, in the pro- 
gress of the war, is much to be regretted and highly 
deprecated ; but when it does happen, it is to be con- 
dieants between the Government and its citizens, as 
one of the calamities of war. It may be presumed, 
that the circumstance of the boats, wagon, and carts 
being impressed by the Government to perform services 
valuable to it, may create some equitable considerations 
in favor of the petitioners. It is, however, believed by 
the committee, not to be sufficient to authorize them 
to allow the claim; they, therefore, recommend to the 
House the following resolution : ; 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought 
not to be granted. 


Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, for the reason 
that he thought the principles of the report ques- 
tionable, and involving a case of great hardship 
against the petitioners, moved that the report 
should lie on the table. 

This motion was also supported by Mr. Coop- 
ER, of Delaware, who desired further time to re- 
flect on the subject. 

Mr. ALexanper, of Ohio, and Mr. Yancey, of 
North Carolina, opposed this motion, and further 
explained the circumstances of this case, which, 




























BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States of America. 

The question depending on yesterday’s adjourn- 
ment was, on a motion of Mr. Oak ey, of New 
York, to strike out the 18th fundamental rule for 
the government of the bank, which is in the fol- 
lowing words: 


18. [During the continuance of the present war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, all the 
votes of the said corporation, whether payable at the 
seat of the bank in Philadelphia, or elsewhere, shall 
be payable in other notes of the said corporation, in 
Treasury notes, or in gold and silver coin, at the bank 
in the city of Philadelphia, at the option of the appli- 
cant At all the offices of discount, deposite and dis- 
tribution, and of deposite and distribution only, estab- 
lished as aforesaid, and at all the banks employed in 
lieu of such offices as aforesaid, the notes of the said 
corporation, during the continuance of the said war, 
shall be payable in other notes of the said corporation, 
or in Treasury notes only. And] the said corporation 
shall, at all times, distribute among the offices and 
banks aforesaid, a sufficient sum in the various de- 
nominations of the notes of the said corporation, and 
in Treasury notes, to answer the demand therefor, and 
to establish a sufficient circulating medium throughout 
the United States and the Territories thereof. 


On the suggestion of Mr. Lownpes, Mr. Oak- 
LEY modified his motion so as to strike out that 


Re CMM 





CREE PPREER Ree FE = 








aye a i i a eae Ve tid 
pe Sk a i i a Es a a a OS a I i 
OP Raha} ce Stage Sie RD aa 3 


iad ia eR Rehab F5.= 


621 





Novemser, 1814. 


ee a heen 
part only of the rule which is in brackets; and, 


after some remarks in opposition from Mr. Fisx, 
the motion was agreed to—ayes 82. 

Mr. Lownpes then moved to amend the re- 
mainder of this rule, by adding after the words 
‘Treasury notes,” the words “ which it may re- 
ceive upon deposite of the Government.” Agreed 


" The 19th rule having been read, in the follow- 
ing words: 

19. The officer at the head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the United States shall be furnished from time 
to time, as often as he may require, not exceeding once 
a week, with statements of the amount of the capital 
stock of the said corporation, and of the debts due to 
the same; of the moneys deposited therein; of the 
notes in circulation, and of the cash in hand; and 
shall have a right to inspect such general accounts in 
the books of the bank as shall relate to the said state- 
ment: Provided, That this shall not be construed to 
imply a right of inspecting the account of any private 
individual or individuals with the bank. 


Mr. Forsytu moved tostrike out this rule. If 
the Government had no interest in or control over 
the institution, he saw no reason or propriety in 
the United States having a right to inspect the 
proceedings or state of the bank. 

To this Mr. Catuown replied, that there was 
an obvious propriety in the United States havitg 
the right to inspect the affairs of the bank, to as- 
certain whether its deposites, &c., would be safe 
in its hands. 

The motion to strike out the rule was negatived. 

The 10th section, making the notes of the bank 
receivable in al] payments of the United States, 
having been read— 

Mr. Catnoun, of South Carolina, moved to 
strike it from the bili; assigning, as a reason for 
this motion, that as the United States were now, 
by the amendments which had taken place, di- 
vested of all control over the operations of the 
bank, it would be proper, in self-defence, for the 
Government to retain in its hands the power to 
make the notes of the bank receivable or not, to 
protect it against misconduct or attempt at con- 
trol by the bank. 

The motion was agreed to without a division. 

On motion of Mr. CaLuoon, the section author- 
izing the suspension, on proclamation of the Pres- 
ident, of specie payment, in certain cases and for 
certain periods, was stricken out without debate 
or division. 

The 13th section of the bill, which pledges the 
faith of Congress, not to establish any other bank 
during the continuance of the charter—being read, 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, moved an amendment, 
the object of which was to except, from this pro- 
hibition, the Banking Associations existing within 
the District of Columbia, not at present incorpo- 
rated, 

Agreed to; and the bill having been gone 
through, the Committee recurred, on suggestion 
of Mr. Lownpes, to the first section of the bill.. 

Mr. Lownpes made a motion, which he sup- 
ported, by a train of reasoning predicated on the 
impracticability and unwieldiness of so large a 
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moneyed institution as this bank was proposed to 
be, to reduce the capital of the bank from fifty to 
thirty-five millions of dollars. 

Mr. Catuoun opposed the motion with much 
zeal, defending the proposed amount of capital 
on the ground of the proposed appropriation of 
fifteen millions of the Treasury notes for the pur- 
chase of existing stock, &c. 

Mr. Curusert and Mr. Forsyts supported 
Mr. Lownpes’s motion, and Mr. CaLHoun re- 
plied to them. 

The motion was, in the end, negatived as fol- 
lows: Fer the motion 56, against it 75. 

On motion of Mr. CaLnoun, an amendment: 
was adopted to the first section of the bill, chang- 
ing the time of subscription to conform it to the 
intimations he had before given. 

On motion of the delegate from Missouri, the 
town of St. Louis was inserted as one of those at 
which subscriptions should be received, and J. B. 
C. Lucas, Alexander Stuart, and Bernard Pratt, 
named as Commissioners ; and, on motion of Mr. 
Fisk, of Vermont, Windsor in that State was 
also inserted, and Elias Lyman, William Lever- 
ing, and Eleazer May named as Commissioners. 

Various other amendments were proposed to 
the bill, some of which were adopted and some 
rejected. At length the Committee rose and re- 
ported the bill as amended. 

The bill having been so interleaved and inter- 
lined with amendments by the Committee of the 
Whole, that the Clerk himself could scarcely ar- 
range them or the Speaker state them to the 
House, it was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed as amended. 








Monoay, November 21. 


On motion of Mr. Easton, the Committee on 
Military Affairs were instructed to inquire what 
provisions, by law, are necessary to be made for 
the defence of the Western and Northwestern 
frontiers. 

On motion of Mr. Humpureys, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing, by law, the payment of the offi- 
cers lately under the command of Major General 
Andrew Jackson, and in the service of the United 
States, for transporting their baggage from Nat- 
chez to Nashville, in the year 1813; and also, for 
the transportation of their baggage from the said 
State to the Mississippi Territory, on the late 
campaign against the Creek Indians, and on their 
return from said Territory to the State of Ten- 
bessee, 

TAX ON CARRIAGES, 


Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to provide addi- 
tional revenue for defraying the expenses of the 
Government and maintaining public credit, by 
laying duties on carriages for the conveyance of 
persons, and the harness thereof; which was twice 
read, and committed. 

Mr. Eppss also communicated the following 
letter from the Commissioner of the Revenue: 
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Public Buildings in Washington. 
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Srr: No subject of internal taxation has, in its col- 
lection, been attended with so much difficulty, as the 
duty on carriages, either under the old or existing sys- 
tem, between which there is a close, though not an en- 
tire resemblance. This difficulty may be intrinsic, or 
may proceed from the incorrectness of the principle on 
which the duty is laid. After making a fair allowance 
for the first circumstance, I am, on a full consideration 
of the subject, satisfied that the principle of the exist- 
ing act is incorrect. This conviction is corroboroted 
by the abundant evidence on the files of the revenue 
office that the duty is extremely unequal. This is in 
so great a degree the case, that the small sum of two dol- 
lars is frequently paid on carriages of greater value 
than those which pay seven, and even ten dollars. 

This inequality proceeds from the erroneous princi- 
ple on which carriages are classed, the leading feature 
of which is the kind of springs on which they hang, 
which is rarely a true criterion of their value. 

It seems to be universally admitted that the duty 
should be graduated according to the value of the 


e. 
I feel a confidence in the opinion that no classifica- 
tion, founded on name or form, can equitably equal- 
ize the duty. This will be manifest from considering 
the ceaseless activity of human ingenuity in devising 
new forms, especially where the caprice of fashion 
rules, perhaps, more imperiously than reason, and nov- 
elty and ornament are more esteemed than utility. 

The only remaining resort is, a classification accord- 
ing to the value, which, I think, presents the fewest 
difficulties, and which, besides the attainment of a just 
equality, will be attended with many other benefits. I 
have, accordingly, taken the liberty to form a bill on 
this principle. 

If the proposed bill should not be accepted by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, a regard to the pub- 
lic interests calls for the expression of the opinion, that 
it will be indispensable to make three radical amend- 
ments in the existing act: 

First. To lay the duty on all carriages not exclu- 
sively employed in husbandry or the transportation of 
goods. Under the present equivocal provision some 
abuses are practised, and much greater are expected, 
which may, perhaps, prove the act incapable of exe- 
cution. 

Second. To increase the penalty for not entering a 


e. 

Third. To define what is meant by “ iron springs,” 
a substance which, according to the opinions of seven- 
teen out of twenty-one respectable coachmakers, in 
different parts of the United States, now before me, 
cannot exist. Agreeably to this opinion, as it corre- 
sponds with my own, it will become my duty, unless 
the existing act be altered, to instruct the collectors to 
receive the lowest duty for the various classes of car- 
riages, however expensive and elegant in their struc- 
ture, which hang on iron jacks or bows, or any other 
iron substance. I am, with great respect, 


8S. H. SMITH. 
Hon. Secrerary or THE TREASURY. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, from the committee on 
the subject, made the following report: 
The committee to whom was referred a resolution 
directing them to inquire into the expediency of rebuild- 


ing or repairing the public buildings, &c., report that, 
among the first steps deemed necessary in discharge of 
the duties assigned them, they caused the Superintend. 
ent of the City to lay before them the reports of severa| 
architects and mechanics of reputed skill and charac. 
ter, who had, at his request, examined the remains of 
the public buildings, all of whom reported, as their 
opinion, that the walls generally had not been mate. 
rially damaged, and were not rendered unsafe or insuf 
ficient to rebuild on, conformably either to the former 
plan, or to some variations suggested, or such as may 
be adopted as improvements in the rebuilding. 


These reports were accompanied by estimates of 
various amounts, forming an average of $458,000, 
The whole first cost of these buildings appears to have 
ben $1,215,110 10. 

With the view of better understanding the grounds, 
and probable accuracy of the reports and estimates, the 
committee attended personally at the Capitol, and ex- 
amined the state of that building, where, after a con- 
ference, and making such inquiries of an architect on 
the spot, as were considered proper, they were induced 
to believe that the walls of both wings of the Capitol 
may be safely built on, and that the estimated expense 
of about $250,000 for at the same, was as near- 
ly accurate, and as much to be relied on, as could be 
reasonably expected, or as circumstances either admit- 
ted or required. 


With the foregoing information, the committee pro- 
ceeded to a due and general consideration of the sub- 
ject-matter referred to them, and readily came to the 
decision, that it was expedient, either to repair the late 
buildings, or to build others in their stead on different 
sites; but as it appeared that the latter could not be 
effected without incurring a great additional expense, 
so much greater, as the committee conceived, than 
would be counterbalanced by any “ public interest or 
convenience,” to be derived from a “ change of sites,” 
they were of opinion that it would be inexpedient to 
make such achange. Connected with this part of the 
duty prescribed by the committee, it may not be im- 
proper that they should state to the House the repre- 
sentations of sundry individuals, who allege, and offer 
to prove, that the designation of the present sites by 
President WasurneTon, who possessed ful! power, hav- 
ing been always considered by him as part of the per- 
manent plan of the city, they purchased at very ad- 
vanced prices, and improved lots, on the faith of those 
designations near those sites, the supposed permanency 
whereof has ever since sustained the value of all adjacent 
and contiguous property; but that, if those sites were now 
to be altered without some equivalent public establish- 
ment being made thereon, they apprehended that this 
property would become comparatively valueless during 
the lifetime ef the present holders at least. The commit- 
tee, however, desire it to be understood that other views 
and considerations having induced their decision on 
this member of the resolution, under which their in- 
quiries were directed, they did not enter into the dis- 
cussion of, or give any opinion of the force or valid- 
ity of these considerations. 

From the suggestions of the architects consulted, and 
also from the observations of the committee, they are 
of opinion that parts of the walls, arches, and columns, 
of the late buildings, are in a state requiring a small 
expense for workmanship and materials, to preserve 
them from injury by the weather, and from falling 
down, thereby endangering the vaulting which sup- 
ports some of the floors, and which at present is very 
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little, if at all, weakened by the burning ; but as there 
is no money applicable to the payment of such expense, 
inconsiderable as it may be, the committee beg leave 
to suggest the propriety of an appropriation for that 
oho committee think it not irrelative to the object 
of their inquiries, though it is not specifically enjoined, 
to state, also, that the several banks within the District 
of Columbia, desirous of facilitating an object so inter- 
esting to the District, have made a formal and binding 
offer, in writing, to advance on loan to the Govern- 
ment, upon reasonable terms, the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars, to be applied exclusively to the pur- 

of rebuilding or repairing the President’s house, 
Capitol, and public offices. 

Conformably to the foregoing statement, the com- 
mittee ask leave to report a bill. 

Mr. Lewis then reported a bill, making appro- 
priations for repairing or rebuilding the public 
buildings in the City of Washington. [The bill 
proposes to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause to be forthwith rebuilt or repaired 
the public buildings, on their present sites; and, 
for this perpose exclusively, to borrow such sum 

e necessary for the purpose, from the 
banks or individuals within the District.] Twice 
read, and committed. 


Mr. Stanrorp offered, for consideration, the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of 
the Senate, to inquire and report whether the present 
Chambers of the two Houses can be so altered, or 
otherwise improved, as to be rendered more convenient 
for their deliberations, or better rooms provided during 
the present session, within a convenient distance of the 
public offices. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out all the resolve, 
pri the word “deliberations.”—Negatived, 72 
to 45. 


Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, moved to lay 
the resolve on the table.-—Negatived. 

Mr. Lewis then moved to add, at the end of the 
resolve, the words “within the City of Wash- 
ington.” 

r. GROSVENOR moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding, after those words, “in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.”—Agreed to, 67 to 49. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, as amended, and negatived. 

The question recurring on the original motion 
of Mr. Sranrorp, it was opposed by Messrs. Lew- 
18, Pearson of North Carolina, Farrow of South 
Carolina; and supported by Messrs. Sranrorp 
and Grosvenor. 

Mr. Farrow moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution indefinitely, which 
motion was negatived.—For the postponement 
60, against it 66. 

Aftersome appropriate objections by Mr. GuoL- 
SON, of Virginia, the question on the adoption of 
the resolve was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows :—For the resolve 62, against it 60. 

And Messrs. Stanrorp, Grosvenor, Rogerr- 
son, Lewis, and Pearson, were appointed the 
committee on the part of this House. 





BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House took up the amendments, reported 
by the Committee of the Whole, to the bill to in- 
corporate the subscribers to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States of America. 

The amendments to the first section having 
been taken up, and the question being about to be 
put generally; on motion, of Mr. Forsyrs, the 
question was divided, and first put on agreeing to 
such amendments as add places of subscription 
and names of Commissioners; and, with modi- 
fications, that class of amendments was agreed to. 

The question was then stated on agreeing to 
the amendments, which go to change the times 
and mode of subscription, viz: to make the num- 
ber of shares five hundred thousand, at one hun- 
dred dollars, instead of one hundred thousand, at 
five hundred dollars; to be subseribed and paid 
in on the two last days of January next, and the 
three last days of each succeeding month of the 
year 1815. 

On this question, Mr. Forsyrs, of Georgia, 
said he had no idea of renewing, at this time, the 
debate on this subject, having already expressed 
his sentiments on this project. He wished it at 
the same time to be distinctly understood, that he 
was not prevented from doing so by any signs of 
impatience exhibited in the House; because he 
should never be deterred from doing his duty by 
any emotion which might be thereby excited. 
But he thought it fair, for the gentlemen who ad- 
vocated the amendments made by the committee 
to this bill, to make it as perfect as they could; 
and reserved the right, when the bill should be 
perfected, to make such remarks as the subject 
should appear to him to call for. As, however, 
the House had not expressed their sense directly, 
on the subject of the change of the principles of 
the bill, he should call for the yeas and nays on 
the first question which should involve the prin- 
ciple of the main amendment. 

The amendments to the first section were then 
all agreed to; and the section was further amend- 
ed, on suggestion of various gentlemen. 

Mr. Brigham moved to strike out fifty, and to 
insert twenty-five millions, as the capital of the 
bank. In support of this motion, he observed, 
that the professed objects of the bill were, to re- 
store public credit, and establish a sufficient cireu- 
lating medium. To effect these important objects, 
it is intended to authorize the issuing of forty-four 
millions of dollars in Treasury notes, and in such 
small denominations as shall be accommodated to 
the ordinary transactions of life. The whole of 
the Treasury notes are to be put into circulation 
in the course of the year, and become the circu- 
lating medium of the country. If it were possi- 
ble to throw these notes into circulation in the 
term of twelve months, it would deluge the coun- 
try with paper money, under the name of T'reas- 
ury notes, and they would depreciate in proportion 
to the quantity you throw into the market. It is 


now pretty well ascertained, that this description 
of notes, now in circulation, have depreciated 20 
per cent.; and if you obtain eighty cents only for 
the dollar, the Government in the first outset will, 
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on the forty-four millions of dollars, make a sac- 
rifice of eight millions eight hundred thousand. 
This will not restore public credit, nor secure the 
confidence of the people in the wisdom or ability 
of the Government, nor will it raise the price of 
public stock. 

The whole capital stock of the bank is to con- 
sist of six millions of dollars in specie, and forty- 
four millions in Treasury notes; making, in the 
whole, a capital stock of fifty millions of dollars. 
The forty-four millions in these paper notes will 
not be the representative of specie or of wealth, 
but the representative of national poverty—of an 
enormous debt ; and will be evidence, in the hands 
of every individual who shall hold them, of a pub- 
lic debt, which he or they must be taxed to pay. 

Mr. B. said, that he did not believe there could 
be found six millions of dollars in specie within 
the limits of these United States, that would asso- 
ciate and keep company with forty-four millions 
of Treasury notes. And it was not reasonable to 
suppose that the — of the country would, 
for the privilege of operating on six millions of 
specie, on banking pees loan to the Govern- 
ment forty-four millions. Yet, this is the condi- 
tion upon which the bank is to go into operation ; 
for, the bank will not be authorized to operate on 
the six millions until they shall have purchased 
the forty-four millions of dollars in Treasury 
notes ; and without this purchase the prime ob- 
ject of the bill will be defeated, and the exigen- 
cies of the Government in no part provided for or 
satisfied. 

Sir, said Mr. B, if the capital stock of the bank 
is reduced from fifty to twenty-five millions of 
dollars, it may be within the purchase of the cap- 
italists of the country, and possibly may, at some 
future period, be within the power and ability of 
the Government to redeem ; but, the present cir- 
cumstances of the country will not justify the 
establishment of a bank of fifty millions. If it is 
designed that the bank shall issue their paper upon 
that part of the capital stock which consists of 
Treasury notes, then, according to the ordinary 

rinciples of banking, the bank may issue one 
Ciatued millions of dollars in their bills, and every 
man knows that the bank will not, cannot, redeem 
this enormous sum of paper with six millions of 
specie only. Of course, the bank notes or bills 
issued under such circumstances, and in such pro- 
fusion, will be of no more value than paper mon- 
ey, and must ruin thousands of our fellow-citi- 
zens, unless you make a tender law, and that will 
increase the mischiefs and distress the nation. 

In the days of our national prosperity, it was 
supposed that the whole amount of specie within 
these United States exceeded thirty millions of 
dollars; and then there was no complaint for 
want of a sufficient circulating medium, nor was 
there complaint for want of specie capital in the 
United States’ Bank, lately put down, whose cap- 
ital stock consisted only of ten millions of dol- 
lars. But, now, in these times of public embarrass- 
ment, when there is not more than fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars in specie within the limits of these 
United States, you propose to establish a bank, 


a al 
whose capital stock shall consist of fifty millions 
of dollars ! 

To pass this bill, and authorize the circulation 
of forty-four millions of paper dollars, in addition 
to the present circulating medium of the country 
will surfeit the nation with paper, and will greatly 
impair, if not wholly destroy, the public credit, 

t is proposed that fifteen millions of the forty. 
four of these Treasury notes shall be placed jy 
the hands of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, to enable them to pay the same amount of 
the public debt. Whoever supposes that this pro. 
vision will enable the Government, through the 
medium of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, to diminish the public debt, will be greatly 
deceived ; for, if the fifteen millions of Treasury 
notes are sold in the market, as they have been— 
that is, at the rate of 20 per cent. discount—there 
will be a sacrifice of three millions of dollars. So, 
by this provision, instead of diminishing, you will 
increase the public debt; and, to make the best 
of this process, you will only change the name or 
plan, and keep the debt. 

Mr. B. said, he did not believe that the bill, with 
its present provisions, was calculated to relieve 
the Government of its present embarrassments, or 
to promote the public interest or convenience, 
did he think this system to be practicable; and 
he hoped that the motion would prevail, and that 
the capital stock would be reduced. 

Mr. CaLuoun replied to the argument of Mr. 
Bricuam, and explained the process by which 
the Treasury notes, which appeared to alarm the 
gentleman so much, would be absorbed. 

Mr. Lownopes, of South Carolina, explained, at 
some length and with much clearness, the ob- 
jections he entertained to the present magnitude 
of the capital of the bank, founded on the dispro- 
purtion of the paper to the specie to be subscribed, 
and the impracticability of the circulation and 
absorption of so much paper. He coneluded his 
observations by intimating, that if the gentleman 
from Massachusetts would withdraw his motion, 
he (Mr. L..) would substitute “thirty” instead of 
*‘ twenty-five” as the amount to which he desired 
the capital of the bank to be reduced. 

Mr. BriauamM declined to vary his motion; but 
subsequently waived it until the House should 
have acted on all the amendments proposed. 

The House then proceeded to the amendments 
to the second section, which embrace the princi- 
ple of Mr. Catnoun’s amendment, and which 
put the second section in the following shape: 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shal! be 
lawful for any person, copartnership, or body politic, 
to subscribe for so many shares of the said capital 
stock of the said bank, as he, she, or they, shall think 
fit; and the sums respectively subscribed shall be pay- 
able in the manner following, that is to say: six mt 
lions of dollars in gold or silver coin of the United 
States; or in gold coin of Spain, or the dominions of 
Spain, at the rate of one hundred cents for every 
twenty-eight grains and sixty-hundredths of a grain of 
the actual weight thereof, or in other foreign gold or 
silver coin, at the several rates prescribed by the first 
section of an act regulating the currency of foreign 
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States, tenth day of April, 
one thousand eight pone gy six; and forty-four 
millions of dollars thereof in such gold or silver 
coin aé aforesaid, or in Treasury notes now authorized, 
or to be authorized, to be issued in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Mr. ForsyTH moved to amend this section by 
adding the followin clause to the end thereof— 
which motion would restore the principle em- 


; braced by the bill as first reported, viz: 


“Or in the public debt of the United States, con- 
tracted by virtue of the act of Congress, entitled ‘An 
act authorizing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven 
millions of dollars,’ passed the 14th day of March, 
1812, or contracted by virtue of any subsequent act or 


acts of Congress authorizing a loan or loans.” 


This question was decided. without debate, by 
yeas and nays. For the motion 45, against it 94, 


» as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bines, Brigham, Brown, 
Champion, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Dana, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gholson, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hawkins, Hopkins 
of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hungerford, Ingham, Lewis, 
Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, Nelson, Newton, Par- 
ker, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Sage, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, ‘annehill, ‘Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Williams, 


* and Wilson of Pennsylvania. 


Naxys—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barbour, 
Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, 


_ Bowen, Boyd, Bradley, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, 


Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Cilley, Clark, Cooper, 
Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuth- 
bert, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Desha, Du- 
vall, Earle, Ely, Evans, Forney, Gaston, Glasgow, 
Goodwyn, Gourdin, Hale, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hulbert, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of 
Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of Massachu- 
setts, King of North Carolina, Law, Lovett, Lowndes, 
Markell, McKee, McLean, Moore, Moseley, Oakley, 
Pearson, Pickering, Pickens, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, 
Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Sharp, Sheffey, Ship- 
herd, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Tallmadge, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wil- 
cox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, and Yancey. 
So the motion was negatived. 
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ter clause of the above section, the words “to be 
issued,” his object being to allow to be received 
in payment on the bank shares as well those 
Treasury notes now in circulation, or already 
authorized to be put in circulation, as those here- 
after to be authorized, &c. The motion was 
negatived, yeas 26. 

The question on the amended section having 
been divided, was, on the suggestion of Mr. Kit- 
Bourn, of Ohio, first taken on striking out so 
much of the original second section of the bill as 
limits the subscription of any individual or body 
politic (the United States excepted) to 1,000 
shares, 

This part of the amended section having been 
agreed to, the question recurred on the main 
principle of the section as amended. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, requested the 
yeas and nays on the question of concurrence 
with the Committee of the Whole on agreeing to 
the amendment. He believed the plan embraced 
in the amendments to be fanciful and wholly im- 
practicable, and such as would, in its failure, 
prove more ruinous in its consequences to the 
community than could be well anticipated. He, 
therefore, desired to record his vote against it. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, opposed the amendment 
and conjured gentlemen on the same side with 
himself to oppose this amendment, embracing a 
system whieh, he said, he was confident would 
disappoint the hopes of its projectors, and pros- 
trate the party now in power. If the House 
should determine to exclude the holders of the 
stock of the United States from any participation 
in the subscription, and should permit the bank 
to go into operation, as was proposed, whenever 
$13,200,000 should be subscribed, it would fall 
wholly into the hands of the opponents of the 
present Administration, who would never lend 
the United States a cent of the capital of the 
bank, but employ it as far as possible in opposing 
the measures of the Government. The very 
moment the subscription is opened, Mr. F. said, 
it would be filled by those who have modestly 
told you that they alone are competent to carry 
on the operations of the Government, and its in- 
fluence be employed against the measures of the 
Government. Rather than follow such an ignis 


A motion of Mr. Gaston was more successful, | fatwus as this, Mr. F, said, he would take his hat, 
being agreed to, to amend the bill by striking out | make his bow, and retire from the House at once. 
the words in italic, and in lieu thereof insert, in| The bill did not contain a single provision to 
the first place, the words “on each share twelve | oblige a man to pay in his subscription in Treas- 


dollars,” and in the second place the words 
“eighty-eight” —so that subscriptions shall be 
paid in the proportion of twelve dollars in specie 
and eighty-eight in Treasury notes, on each share 
of $100. 

Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, moved to strike out, 
in the latter part of this section, the words “in 
such gold or silver coin as aforesaid, or”—his 
object being to require Treasury notes, only, to 
be received in payment of the eighty-eight dollars 
on each share allowed to be paid in that way. 
The motion was negatived, 75 to 58. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, then moved to 
add after the words “now authorized,” in the lat- 





ury notes. The bill, he said, as proposed to be 
amended, would completely disappoint its pro- 
jectors. In the first place it would shut out our 


| friends, all the subscribers to the old stock who 


have exhausted their funds, and in the next place 
the only subseribers to the bank would be those 
who wish us, as they say, to retire as soon as 


| possible, and who have not aided us very much 


in the prosecution of the war. They are under 


no obligation by this bill to loan money to the 
Government—and they would not do it until 
better times and better men being in the Gov- 
ernment (according to their modest opinion of 
themselves) should authorize them in doing it. 
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Mr. F. said he was for taking a practical course 
in whatever he did, and, therefore, he would 
never agree to such a system as this. 

Mr. Catuouwn said, in reply to these remarks, 
that it was a sound rule in legislation, not to act 
with a view to benefit one or another party, but 
with a view to promote the national good. Ifa 
bank was to be erected to prop up this or that 
party, Mr. C, said, it should not receive his sanc- 
tion. In moving the amendment, he said, he had 
not been governed by views of so limited a char- 
acter. He had regarded the nation as a nation, 
and not as divided into two political parties. 
The subscription was equally open to both par- 
ties; and although the moneyed class attached to 
the ruling party might be exhausted, the farming 
interest was not in so miserable a situation. Mr. 
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C. was not willing to recognise the correctness of | 


the picture which the gentleman had drawn of 
the great Republican party, as exhausted and 
moneyless. Although there was great capital 
on one side, so there was on the other; and it is 
our boast that the yeomanry, the substantial part 
of the population, are on that side of the question 
to which we belong. The very amendments pro- 
posed, and now objected to, present the opportu- 
nity to every capitalist, however inconsiderable, 
to share in the capital of the bank, &c., and to 
disseminate its benefits all over the country, &c. 
As to the control over the bank, Mr. C. contended 
that the amendments, retaining the power over 
deposites and of making the bills receivable for 
the revenue or otherwise, gave the Government 
a greater control than it before possessed over 
the operations of the bank, &c. Legislation on 
party principles, he said, must ever react on the 
party pursuing it. He would, therefore, not re- 
sort to it. No, said he; rather let us act on na- 
tional, on great principles. 

Mr. Fisk rejoined, and defended with his usual 
point the ground he had taken. 

Mr. Inauam, of Pennsylvania, took occasion, 
in behalf of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to disclaim the operation of any party feelings 
in recommending to the House the system advo- 
cated by the gentleman from Vermont—from 
whom, although he agreed with him in opposi- 
tion to the present amendment, he differed as to 
the grounds of his opposition. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the 2d section as amended, and 
decided in the affirmative. For the amendment, 
87, against it 52, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Barnett, Bay- 
lies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, 
Bines, Bowen, Bradbury, Bradley, Burwell, Butler, 
Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, 
Clark, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Desha, 
Duvall, Earle, Ely, Forney, Gaston, Geddes, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Hale, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hul- 
bert, Irving, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson 
of Virginia, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, King 
of North Carolina, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKee, 
McLean, Moore, Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, 


632 


Novemsen, 1814. 


Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, William Ree, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Sharp, 
Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stock. 
ton, Sturges, Tallmadge, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Brigham, Brown, Cham. 
ion, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Dana, Davis o; 
ennsylvania, Denoyelles, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, 
Fisk of Vermont, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Griffin, 
Grosvenor, Hall, Hanson, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken. 
tucky, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Lefferts, Lewis, Lyle, Macon, 
McCoy, McKim, Moseley, Nelson, Newton, Parker, 
Pickens, Piper, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Sage, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, 
Telfair, Udree, Williams, and Wilson of Pennsyl. 
vania. 


And the House adjourned. 


Tuespay, November 22. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
remainder of the amendments of the Commitee 
of the Whole to the bill to incorporate the Bank 
of the United States of America. 

That amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole to strike out the third section of the origi- 
nal bill (authorizing the Government to subscribe 
twenty millions to the capital of the bank) was 
concurred in. 

The amendment being under consideration 
which strikes out so much of the original bil! as 
allows to the Government the appointment o! 
five directors of the bank— 

The amendment was opposed by Messrs. Rou:- 
ERTSON, GHoLson, and Waser, and supported 
by Messrs. Catuoun, Grosvenor, and Lewis. 

[The advocates of this amendment contended 
that the power of appointment of five of the 
directors of the bank would be merely nominal 
as to any control over the operations of the inst- 
tution, which control would be much better 
effected by the power of the Government 
withhold its deposites, &c. On the other hand, 
it was said thata large majority of the directors 
would probably be, ia future, as they have been 
heretofore, adverse to the politics of the Govern- 
ment, and, unless properly guarded, would be 
disposed to thwart its operations, and favor the 
views of its opponents, &c. ] 

The question of concurring with the Commit 
tee of the Whole in this amendment to the bill, 
was decided—for the amendment 86, against |! 
64, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bradbury, Bradley, Brig- 
ham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clark, Cooper, Cox, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Davenport, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, Earle, Ely, Evans, 
Findley, Forney, Gaston, Geddes, Glasgow, Grosve- 
nor, Hale, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hulbert, Ingersoll, 
Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of Massachu- 
setts, King of North Carolina, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
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_ against the motion 73, as follows; 
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, Markell, McKee, McKim, Miller, Moseley, 
ares Cai Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
Rich, Ruggles, Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, 
Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, 
Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jer- 
sey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barbour, 


The motion of Mr. Forsyru having been thus 
rejected— 

The amendment reported by the Committee of 
the Whole, as first above stated, was amended by 
nee thereto the following, on motion of Mr. 

ICH: 


“ Provided, that, during the continuance of the 
present war, the said corporation shall not, without the 


, : . consent of Congress, sell or dispose of their public 

ot eee Vetus Oca De ee debt to an amount above ten millions of dollars.” 
’ ’ ? ’ ’ . 

Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Farrow, Fisk of A motion was made by Mr. Incuam, of Penn- 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Ghol- | sylvania, further to amend the said amendment 
son, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, | by adding to it as follows: “nor after the war 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hun-| any part thereof at a price less than its par 
gerford, Ingham, Johnson of Va., Kennedy, Kilbourn, | value.” This motion was negatived. 
Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Nel-| The amendment of the Committee of the 
son, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Penn- | Whole, as amended, was then agreed to. 
sylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Robertson, Sage,| Other amendments were then considered and 


SD 


| Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, ‘Tan- agreed to. 


nehill, Telfair, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsyl- The amendment to the 12th rule for the gov- 
ernment of the bank is to strike out the following 
The House proceeded in the further consider- | clause : 
ation of the amendments to the bill. “ But the said corporation shall be bound to loan to 
When the House came to that amendment to | the Government of the United States thirty millions 
the 10th rule for the government of the bank, | of dollars, at an interest not exceeding six per centum 
which is expressed in the following words: “ But} per annum, in such sums, and at such periods as, con- 
the said corporation may sell any part of the | sistently with the objects of the Government, may be 
public debt whereof its stock shall be composed:” | made mutually convenient to the Government and 
A motion was made by Mr. Forsyra so to | the corporation, whenever any law or laws shall au- 


amend this amendment as to make it read as | thorize and require such loan or loans.” 


follows: “ But the said corporation shall not sell The question on concurring in this amend- 
any part of the public debt whereof its stock | ment was decided as follows: 


shall be composed, during the present war.” Yras—Messrs. Alston, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bay- 

After a debate of considerable length and | jies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, 
warmth, the question on the motion to amend Boyd, Bradley, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, 
the amendment was decided—for the motion 64, | Caldwell, Calhoun, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Daven- 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barnett, | port, Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, Ely, Forney, 
Bines, Bowen, Chappell, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Hasbrouck, 


’ Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, | Hulbert, Ingersoll, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of 


Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, | New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of Massa- 


_ Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Good- | chusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, Mc- 


wyn, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- | Kee, McKim, McLean, Miller, Moore, Moseley, Oak- 


 tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, | ley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, 


Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Ker- | Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylva- 
shaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, | nia, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Sharp, Sheffey, Ship- 
McCoy, McKim, Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pickens, | herd, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, Stan- 
Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Rob- | ford, Stockton, Sturges, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thomp- 
ertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Smith of Pennsylvania, | £00, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Tannehill, Telfair, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Penn- | Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
sylvania, and Wright. Massachusetts, Winter, and Yancey—86. 


Nars—Messrs. Alston, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Bay- JNars—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barbour, 
lies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradley, Brig. ane Bowen, Cannon, Chappell, Coe 
ham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, | **°°* Conard, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoy- 
Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Crawford, Crouch, elles, Desha, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of 
Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely,| New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Forney, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hopkins of 
Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of Maryland, Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ing- 
Kerr, King of Massachusetts, King of North Caro- ham, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kershaw, 
lina, Law, Lewis, Markell, McKee, Moore, Moseley, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, Nelson, 
Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Potter, William N ewton, Parker, P ickens, Piper, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Sharp, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New Tannebill, Telfair, Udree, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 


York, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Sturges, Tall- and Wright—58. 

madge, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, Vose, Ward of| So the amendment was concurred in. 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea-| The House having under consideration the 
ton, White, Wilcox, Winter, and Yancey. new section added to the bill by the Committee 
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of the Whole, giving the Congress power at any 
time to appoint a special committee to examine 
into the state of the bank, a motion was made by 
Mr. Kitpourn to amend the same by adding 
thereto the following: 

“And if, upon full investigation, it shall appear that 
the said corporation have exceeded their powers, or 
violated any of the provisions or restrictions of this 
act, it shall be within the power of Congress to declare 
their charter void.” 


This motion was negatived, after debate, and 
the new section concurred in. 

All the amendments made in Committee of 
the Whole having been agreed to, on motion of 
Mr. Pickens, the House agreed to reconsider the 
disagreement to Mr. Suarp’s motion to amend 
the bill by excluding other medium but Treasury 
notes being received in payment of that portion, 
of the subscription on each share, which is pro- 
posed to be paid in that way. 

And the question being put on now agreeing 
to this amendment, after debate, the House ad- 
journed. 














Wepnespay, November 23. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ to authorize 
the President of the United States to call upon 
the several States and Territories thereof for their 
meson ve gnaeee of eighty thousand four hundred 
and thirty militia, for the defence of the frontiers 
of the United States against invasion ;” in which 
they ask the concurrence of this House.—The 
bill was read twice and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the whole House on the bill making 
further provisions for filling the ranks of the reg- 
ular Army by classifying the free male popula- 
tion of the United States. 


BANKS OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. Invina presented the memorial of a com- 
mittee appointed by five of the banks in the city 
of New Y ork, to take into consideration all mat- 
ters relating to the state of credit in that city, 
remonstrating against the proposed incorporation 
of the subscribers tv the Bank of the United 
States of America ; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

The memorial of the subscribers, committees ap- 
pointed by five of the banks in the city of New York ‘ 
to take into consideration all matters relating to the 
state of credit in the city, respectfully represents— 

That your memorialists, with great deference to the 
wisdom of Congress, presume that it will not be con- 
sidered as unbecoming in them to express their opin- 
ions on a subject which they have practically under 
their constant view. 

That they see with great alarm the proposed incor- 
poration of a Bank of the United States with a capital 
of fifty millions of dollars ; not that they are insensible 
of the advantages of such an institution, but because 
they are persuaded, in their most deliberate view of the 
subject, that the present time is most inauspicious for the 
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creation of such a bank, and that so far from aiding 
the fiscal operations of the Government, it will, in thei; 
opinion, tend to embarrass still more, than the advers. 
circumstances of the times have already done, all py). 
lic as well as private credit. 

Your memorialists firmly believe that the proposed 
capital will be found too large. 

That six millions of dollarsin specie cannot be obtain. 
ed by any inducements which can be held out, and tha 
a less sum will not afford a proper security to the public. 

That, even if six millions could be procured, the pay. 
ment of the notes in specie could only be continued 
for a short period, under the present circumstances o/ 
the country. 

That if, by the exercise of the power proposed to be 
lodged in the President of the United States, the notes 
are not paid in specie, they will infallibly depreciate. 

That, if they depreciate, no existing bank can possi. 
bly take them without the greatest injury to their stock. 
holders. 

That if the notes are not taken by the present banks 
throughout the United States, they cannot serve as 
general medium of circulation. 

A fall discussion of this subject, your memorialists 
are well aware, would transgress the proper Jimits of 
this memorial ; they will therefore confine themselves to 
a few of the reasons which, have induced them to form 
these opinions. ‘They think that the capital will be 
found too large, because the late Bank of the United 
States had only a capital of ten millions of dollars a 
the period of our greatest commercial prosperity, and, 
since the expiration of the charter of that bank, the 
amount of its capital has been much more than supplied 
by the incorporation of other banks. It is believed to 
have been the opinion of the part of the community 
best informed on that subject, that this amount was 
abundantly sufficient. Your memorialists therefore 
cannot but dread the effects which a new banking cap- 
ital of fifty millions must have upon the paper circuli- 
tion of the country, particularly when it is considered, 
that the proposed bank is to be pledged to lend to the 
Government thirty millions, which the public exigen- 
cies will probably very soon call for, without any pow- 
er of refusal being left to those who are to manage the 
bank, even if convinced that the emission of so large 1 
sum in notes must be ruinous to the bank itself. 

It is well known that a great and constant drain o/ 
the precious metals from the United States has existed 
for a long time past, while supplies of them have been 
cut off by the war ; and that the alarms necessarily 
existing during a war, have induced many timid and 
cautious persons to hoard specie, the consequence 0! 
which has been to render a suspension of specie pay- 
ments necessary to the different banks in Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, New York, and in various other parts 0! 
the United States. Notwithstanding the utmost care 
has been taken to restrain the circulation of notes with- 
in moderate bounds, yet it has been found impossible 
to prevent a difference in value between specie and the 
notes of banks in the best credit. This difference is 
now, in the city of New York, from twelve to fifteen 
per cent., and in other places still greater. Your me- 
morialists have therefore no hesitation in giving it a» 
their opinion that six millions of specie cannot be pro- 
cured; but they are persuaded also, that, if procured, 
that sum could not long supply specie payments, be- 
cause, as the same causes are likely still to operate, 
and with increased effect, when the paper circulation 
is so much increased as it must be by the proposed 
loans to the Government, it is believed that as fast 25 
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are issued they will be returned for specie ; 
Sue no seuadali toon will be no inducement for 
an rson to hold them, to counteract the great ad- 
vantage offered by the high price for specie, in sending 
ior payment. 
— ete d be found necessary to restrain the ae 
avying specie, your memorialists are convinced the 
oe Till” depreciate. The Treasury notes which 
have been issued have done so, although in much less 
quantity, and under more favorable circumstances, be- 
cause bearing interest and being payable at definite 
periods. While Treasury notes have these obvious 
advantages, it is not perceived that the notes of the 
proposed bank will have any to balance them, the se- 
curity having been presumed the same in both cases. 
The expenses of the war must, in the first instance, 
be paid in these notes, and of course they will be, to 
a considerable extent, in the hands of persons who 
must, of necessity, dispose of them for what they will 
bring. The late Bank of the United States, while re- 
deeming its notes in specie and possessing the entire 
support of the Government and the confidence of the 
public, never had, it is believed, more than six millions 
of notes in circulation. The banks in the city of New 
York, whose aggregate capital is about fifteen millions 
of dollars, have not, upon an average, had a circulation 
of more than five millions, although possessing all the 
advantages to be derived from the business and support 
of the Government in this city. Presuming that the 
roportion of circulation to capital is nearly the same 
in other parts of the United States, and taking into 
view that the circulation is probably as great at the pres- 
ent period as, under the circumstances of the country 
and the removal of the check of specie payments, it can 
safely be, can it be doubted what the effect of an addi- 
tional emission even of twenty millions of paper will 








necessarily be ? 


As it specess evident to your memorialists that the 
notes of the proposed bank must depreciate, it appears 
equally so, that no existing bank can take them with- 


_ out the greatest injury to their stockholders. However 





_ disposed they may be to aid the fiscal operations of the 


Government, yet, from the moment the notes are de- 
preciated, if they are taken either in payment or in 
deposites, all their debts will be paid in that description 
of paper, the circulation of their own notes will nearly 
cease, and they will be left in possession of notes re- 
deemable at some future uncertain period and bearing 
no present interest. Can such a sacrifice of the inter- 
est of their constituents be called for or expected from 
the present institutions ! 

It has been supposed that the want of a medium of 
general circulation rendered a National Bank neces- 
sary ; but your memorialists beg leave tu observe, that 
while oF admit the want of a medium, they are quite 
persuaded that bank notes will not answer the purpose, 
unless they can be exchanged at pleasure for specie, 
or taken generally by the banks throughout the United 
States. If your memorialists are right in the opinions 
already stated, it appears to follow, as a necessary con- 
sequence, that the notes of the proposed bank will not 
supply the place of a general medium. 

As your memorialists are persuaded that the best in- 
terests of the United States require that the suspension 
of specie payments, which has unfortunately been found 
necessary, should be continued for as short a period as 
possible, they dread the increased difficulty which an 
additional paper circulation probably of thirty or forty 
millions will occasion ; they fear it will approach to an 
insuperable bar to the resumption of specie payments ; 
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while, on the other hand, a National Bank, founded 
upon proper principles, and at a more favorable period, 
when there was a reasonable prospect of continuing to 
pay specie, would offer the best remedy for the deranged 
state of the circulation, and a most powerful instrument 
to renovate the commercial credit of the United States. 

Your memorialists beg the indulgence of Congress 
when they add, that they have no doubt that Treasury 
bills, issued nearly in the way pro by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the House of Represen- 
tatives, would be found of more service to the ern- 
ment, be much less dangerous to the public, and 
tend much more to supply the want of a general me- 
dium of circulation. They believe that Treasury notes, 
issued for various denominations, redeemable at the 
pleasure of the Government, but not at any definite 
periods, bearing interest while in circulation at the 
present rate, but fundable at the option of the holder 
at a higher rate of interest, would be less liable to de- 
preciation than the notes of a bank bearing no interest, 
and the security being the same. The present interest 
on the Treasury notes would offer an inducement to 
keep them, and, whenever the market was overcharged, 
the power to fund them at a higher rate of interest 
would take off the redundance. In this way the is- 
sue of Treasury notes would probably operate, to a 
considerable amount, as a constant loan at a reduced 
rate of interest: nor should it be overlooked that the 
consequences of a depreciation, if it unfortunately 
should take place, would neither be so extensive nor 
so lasting as in the case of a Bank of the United States. 

Signed by the President and Cashiers of the Bank 
of New York, the Merchants’ Bank, the Union Bank, 
and the Bank of America, and the New York Manu- 
facturing Company.) 


DISCIPLINE OF THE ARMY. 


The following report was received from the 
Secretary of War: 


Wan Deraatment, Nov. 22, 1814. 

The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th 
instant, requesting information whether the Army of 
the United States was trained by any uniform system 
of discipline, and, if not, what were the causes that 
have prevented it, and whether any legislative provision 
was necessary to effect the same, has the honor to re- 
port— 

1. That no uniform system of discipline has hereto- 
fore been practised in training the Armies of the Uni- 
ted States, either in line, by battalion, or company. 

2. That, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, it 
would be advisable to institute a Board of General and 
Field Officers, to digest and report to this Department 
a system of discipline for the Army of the United 
States; which report, when approved by the President 
of the United States, should be carried into effect under 
the orders of this Department. 

3. That the sanction of Congress, by a resolution of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, to this meas- 
ure, if not absolutely necessary, in consideration of the 
powers already vested in this Department by law, 
would, nevertheless, have a very salutary effect. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Hon. Seraxer, House of Representatives. 


The report was, on motion of Mr. CaLuoun, 
referred to a select committee. 

Two other reports were also received from the 
War Department, in relation to the burning of 
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the Potomac and Eastern Branch bridges. Nei- 
ther, nor any part of either, the mp arm a g's 
was destroyed under the orders of the War De- 
partment, 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to “incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States of America.” 

The question depending yesterday, on Mr. 
Suarp’s motion, was, after further debate, decided 
in the affirmative. 

The bill having been further amended, a mo- 
tion was made by Mr. Gasron further to amend 
the bill, by striking out “fifty millions,” the pro- 
posed amount of the capital of the bank, and in- 
serting “twenty” in lieu thereof. 

This motion was supported by Mr. Weusrer 
in a speech of considerable length ; which he had 
not concluded when the Secretary of the Senate 
was announced, and, in becoming terms, informed 
the House of the decease of the Vice Presipent 
of the United States, and the resolution the Sen- 
ate had thereupon adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Finpvey, of Pennsylvania, 
the business on hand was ordered to lie on the 
table, 

On motion of Mr. Wittiam Reep, 

Resolved, unanimously, That this House doth 
concur in the resolution of the Senate, for the ap- 
pointment of a joint committee, “to consider and 
report measures proper to manifest the public 
respeet for the memory of the deceased,” and ex- 
ane of the deep regret of the Congress of the 

nited States, for the loss of a citizen so highly 
respected and revered. 

Mr. WixuiamM Reep, Mr. Macon, Mr. Tatt- 
MADGp, and Mr. Ne.son, were appointed the com- 
mittee on the part of this House. 





Tuoursvay, November 24. 
DEATH OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings having 
been read— 

Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, rose and ob- 
served, that, after the melancholy event recorded 
in the Journal just read, it could scarcely be con- 
sidered proper for the Speaker to call for peti- 
tions, or for the House to proceed to the orders of 
the day, The nation well knows what Congress 
ought to feel for the loss of the Vice President 
of the United States. In order to exhibit that 
feeling in a proper manner, Mr. Macon moved 
the following resolutions: 

* Resolved, That, from an unfeigned respect to the 
late Exunitpax Genny, Vice President of the United 
Btates and President of the Senate, the Sexaxen’s 
Chair be shrouded with black during the present ses- 
sion; and, as a further testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the members of this House go 
into mourning, by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

“ Resolved, That the members of this House will 
attend the funeral of Exunarpesr Gerry, late Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, to-day, at two o'clock.” 
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The resolutions were unanimously adopted 
and then the House adjourned. 





Frivay, November 25, 


On motion of Mr, Bowen, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pay. 
ing for the horses lost or oe in the cam. 
paign, against the hostile Creek Indians, com. 
manded by Major General Jackson. 

Mr. Srevenson, of Illinois, presented for cop. 
sideration the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Aflairy 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid. 
ing for the defence of the frontiers of the United States, 
by continuing and increasing the number of rangers 
heretofore authorized ; and that they have leave to re. 
port by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, advocated the adop. 
tion of this motion; which, however, on the sug. 
gestion of Mr, Troup, that the Military Commu. 
tee already had a similar proposition before them, 
and were about to act on it, was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Stevenson, of Illinois, sup. 
ported by Mr. Easrron, of Missouri, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire whether any, and what, 
alterations or amendments are necessary by law 
to be made in the act confirming certain claims 
to lands in the Illinois Territory, and providing 
for their location, passed in April, 1814. . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire whether any, and if any, 
what, further provision by law is expedient to be 
made for giving the right of pre-emption to pub- 
lic lands to certain settlers in the Hlinois Ter- 
ritory. 


REMISSION OF FORFEITURE. 


Mr. Erres, from the Committee of Ways ani 
Means, made a report on the petition of Justin 
and Elias Lyman; which was read, and referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. The report is as follows: 

That the facts which are material to the decision on 
the prayer of the petition, are contained in a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury to the chairman of 
this committee, which accompanies this report. From 
this statement of facts it appears, Ist. That the unlaw- 
ful importation was made by the express order of the 
agents of the petitioners; 2d. That the papers of the 
schooner and her cargo, exhibited on the entry at the 
custom-house at Newport, were false, colorable, an! 
fraudulent; 3d. That the real facts of the case coming 
accidentally to the knowledge of the Collector, with- 
out any disclosure on the part of the petitioners, the 
schooner and cargo were seized and libelled as forfeit 
ed; and the late Secretary of the Treasury refused to 
remit the forfeitures incurred, “ because it did not p- 
pear, to his satisfaction, that the said forfeitures and 
penalties were incurred without wilful negligence o 
any intention of fraud. On a review of the circum: 
stances of the case, the committee concur in the opin- 
ion already pronounced by the Treasury Department, 
that the petitioners are not entitled to relief. ‘The fol- 
lowing resolution is, therefore, submitted : 
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8 following general statement of facts : 


” April or May, 1810, were holders of bills of exchange 
| for £1,100 sterling, drawn in Berbice, on merchants in 
Glasgow, which they negotiated, but which they were 
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_ tioners applied to the Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. 


a Murray and Sons, at the instance of the petitioners, 
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Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not | portation law ; the petitioners applied, in due form, to 
to be granted. the Secretary of the Treasury for a remission, and the 

bhse Secretary decided not to remit. 

Upon these general facts the District Attorney and 
the Collector of Newport have objected to a remission 
: aM Th ce of the forfeiture ; lst. Because the unlawful importa- 
o—— - ait ay ' opayh Sw gga aa bey ian aa by by sree Soa of the a ” 

’ i , oners; 2d. Becaus 

tary of the Treasury decided not to remit the forfeit- sotiionare Jatermed ihiahs pies thas, ‘ene of 
ures and penalties incurred by the petitioners, because | the Treasury had refused to permit the importation of 
“it did not ase his ape eee ae said | the coffee; 3d. That the papers of the schooner and 
forfeitures and penalties were incurred, without any | her cargo, exhibited on the entry at the custom-house 
wilful negligence or intention of fraud.” I can-| a¢ Newport, were false, colorable, and fraudulent. 
not ya ae any reason to presume _ the a In answer to these objections the petitioners allege : 
up oe acting, at nec * e oe that | ist. That, by clothing the American property with a 
the oe hs power to er : aha y ev oak neutral cover, they meant to elude the British cruisers 
- -— este ar een _ and ; rivateers, not to violate the laws of this country ; 
unless the pe f th » DY 2d. That the colorable documents, respecting the ori- 
cenit circumstances of the case, to the favor of gin of the cargo, and the clearance of the vessel, were 

ongress. : i te put on board by the agent of the petitioners, without 

The ee be collected in this apenas their authority, and might have been designed to ena- 
upon the merits of the case, appears to authorize the | Je the schooner to escape capture by American priva- 
teers, until the vessel should arrive in a port of the 
United States, when an appeal could be made to the 
equity of the Government for relief against the for- 
feiture incurred by the importation; 3d. That the cap- 
tain of the Portuguese schooner was ignorant of our 
language and laws; that he made an entry without 
instructions from the petitioners, and contrary to their 
intention; and that the colorable papers ought not to 
have been produced at the custom-house without an 
explanation of the facts; 4th. That the silence of the 
petitioners, on the impropriety of the entry upon false 
papers, was owing to their desire to avoid involving 
the Portuguese captain in the penalties of the law. 

Under these circumstances, the case rests with the 
committee; and (returning the papers accompanying 
their reference) I have only to repeat the assurances of 
the sincere respect with which I am, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 





————— 


Treasuny Derantment, Nov. 21, 1814. 
Sin: In answer to your inquiries, on behalf of the 


That the petitioners, merchants of New York, in 


afterwards obliged to pay, on being returned protested 
for non-payment. That, in the Spring of 1811, the 
petitioners sent the bills to Berbice, in order to recover 
the amount from the drawer, and their agents accepted 
a quantity of coffee in payment. That the coffee was 
shipped from Berbice to St. Andrew’s, in Nova Scotia, 
where it arrived in the month of February or March, 
1812, and was there landed and stored. That, upon 
the declaration of war, in June, 1812, the petitioners 
assigned the coffee, in trust, to Messrs. Murray and | 
Sons, of New York, who were well known at St. An- 
drew’s, and, particularly, to the consignees of the cof- 
fee. That, on the 26th of December, 1812, the peti- 


Gallatin) for permission to import the coffee into the 


A. J. DALLAS. 
United States, but were refused. That, early in the BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
year 1813, the consignees requested Messrs. Murray 


and Sons to remove the coffee, expressing some doubts ae en ae eer rs aw va 

i t St. "8; 
of its safety at St. Andrew’s; and, thereupon, Messrs. ship Steaks: of. che: Eleitenk intenadl aaeehian. 

The question under consideration being on Mr. 
Gaston’s motion to substitute “ twenty” for “ fif- 
ty” millions of dollars, as the amount of the cap- 
ital of the bank— 


assigned the coffee, in trust, to a Portuguese, in order 
that it might be protected, as neutral property, from 
British capture, on its passage to the United States. 
That the coffee was afterwards (about the 2d of Au- 
gust, 1813) shipped on board of a Portuguese schooner,| Mr. Wessrer concluded the speech which he 
and brought to Newport, in Rhode Island, about the | commenced on Wednesday, in opposition to the 
24th of August, 1813, when the captain of the schoon- | bill as it now stands. In the course of his remarks 
er reported that he had arrived from St. Bartholomew. | to-day, he indicated generally his views as to the 
That the captain delivered to the Collector of Newport | sort of bank which ought to be established. He 


sundry documents, and, particularly, Ist. Certificates, ld hb limited amount, sa 
dated Gustavia, St. Bartholomew, June 26th and 28th, ewaniy Row as ; ae make it i. 


1813, stating the cargo of coffee to be-the growth and | ;. . : . 
produce of Spanish settlements, and that it had been — — = ann x pagent Po 


imported into that island; 2d. A clearance for the Por- 

ea sob schooner, dated at Gustavia, island of St. Bar. properly presented, should 1] enceforth bear a cer- 

tholomew, June 26th, 1813, particularly specifying the | @!2 Mterest, and by inflicting a penalty on such 
directors as should, during the suspension of spe- 


cargo of coffee. That, upon these documents, the | “! 
schooner was admitted to an entry, bonds were given | ©!€ payment, consent to put the notes of the bank 
in circulation; he was willing the Government 


for the duties, and the cargo was landed. That the 
real facts of the case coming accidentally to the know- | should, if others believed it necessary, hold some 
ledge of the Collector, without any disclosure on the | stock in the bank, but at the extent not to exceed 
part of the petitioners, the schooner and the coffee | one-half of the whole amount; the remaining 
were seized and libelled as forfeited under the non-im- | half to be paid in specie, or, at the discretion of 
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the directors, in notes of existing banks, on con- 
dition that such banks should agree to resume 
their specie payments within a given time; and, 
if it was thought desirable, the Government 
might, he said, retain the right to subscribe here- 
after an additional five millions to the capital of 
the bank. This was, generally, his plan. Upon 
the whole, he concluded by saying, although there 
were many points in which the present bill was 
preferable to the bill first reported, still, with its 
present amount of capital, and the great propor- 
tion of stock to specie, it was wholly objectiona- 
ble in his mind, and he could not vote for it. 

When Mr. W. sat down— 

Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, said, if he 
conceived any advantage to the nation could re- 
sult from permitting this discussion to progress, 
he should not make the motion he was about to 
offer; but, believing, from the difference of views 
entertained in different parts of the House, and 
from the variety of plans which had been offered, 
that longer discussion would merely consume 
time, without a prospect of the final passage of 
the bill; and believing, also, that, by a reference 
to a select committee. a concurrence of the views 
of all parties might be obtained in favor of one 

lan, he moved that this bill be referred to a se- 
ect committee. : 

Mr. Incuam, of Pennsylvania, said, he was in 
favor of the recommitment of the bill, because he 
believed that, in its present form, it would not 
pass the House; but that a bill might be devised 
that would meet the views of gentlemen on all 
sides of the House. It was possible, at least, a 
combination of the views of different gentlemen 
might be effected, which might produce great 
good, and could dono harm. He was, therefore, 
in favor of recommitment, as the only means of 
effecting this desirable object. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, said, he merely rose 
to add his wish to that of his friend from Pennsyl- 
vania. It was as certain, as anything yet in sus- 

nse could be, that the bill would not pass the 

ouse in its present shape. That it might be 
kept in possession of the House, and not destroy- 
ed without an effort to preserve it, he hoped the 
House would agree to refer it to a select com- 
mittee, for such modification as might appear to 
be calculated to meet the views of the House. 
The opinions of gentlemen on all sides had been 
so fully expressed, that the committee, being in 

osse:sion of them, would be able to mould the 
ill accordingly. | 

Mr. Catnoun, of South Carolina, said, it must | 
be obvious, from the course of the debate, if it | 
were not from the nature of the subject, that a | 
~~ diversity of sentiment existed on this head. 

© question could exhibit a greater division of | 
sentiment, confined neither to party or locality. | 
As he was extremely anxious that the bank should 
be established, Mr. C. said he should be averse 
to throwing any obstacle in the way of the prac- 
ticability of the measure, and would, therefore, 
heartily assent to the motion for recommitment. 

The question was then taken on recommit- 
ment, and decided in the affirmative without a 
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division; and Mr. Lownpes, Mr. Fisk of New 
York, Mr. Catuoun, Mr. Incuam, Mr, Forsy 7, 
Mr. Oaxcey, and Mr. Gaston, were appointed 
the committee. 

TAX ON DISTILLED LIQUORS, &c, 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Eppes, re. 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
the several tax bills reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

The bill for laying an additional duty on djs. 
tilled spirituous liquors was first taken up, and 
discussed with much zeal. Various amendments 
were made to the bill and the blanks filled, in cop. 
formity to the previous determination of the 
House, and to the suggestion of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. McLean moved to amend the first section 
so as to repeal the present tax upon the capacity, 
and retain the duty of twenty cents per gallon 
upon the product of the still. 

Mr. McLean said the motion he had now sub- 
mitted, was the same in substance as the one 
made on a former occasion by an honorable mem- 
ber (Mr. Yancey) from North Carolina. I am 
aware, said he, of the extreme difficulty in adopt- 
ing a system of taxation that will be equal in its 
operation in every part of our extended country. 
The situation of our citizens is so various, their 
pursuits so diversified, that it is impossible per- 
fectly to equalize any general system of taxation. 
The diversity of circumstances and pursuits arises 
from local causes, confined in their nature and 
effects. But if we cannot arrive at entire equality, 
we should at least aim at it. In taxing any one 
article, we should guard against an imposition 
that would discourage the manufacture of such 
article. My object, in submitting this amend- 
ment. is to guard against the evil, as well resulting 
from the extravagance of the tax, as from the 
complicated system proposed. 

While the resolutions submitted by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means were under discussion, 
I was surprised to hear several gentlemen contend 
that an internal revenue, apportioned amongst 
the several States in proportion to their popula- 
tion, was the most equitable and the most con- 
formable to the principles of our Government. 
Never was an argument more fallacious. The 
direct tax, because it is apportioned among the 
several States according to their population, is 
the most unequal tax. This inequality was sufli- 
ciently shown by the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. He instanced 
the States of New Jersey and Ohio, as being 
nearly equal in population; in the former, the 
lands are in a high state of cultivation and pro- 
ductive to the owners; in the latter, ninety hun- 
dredths are in a state of nature and unproductive 
to the owners. Nothing more can be necessary 
to show the unequal operation of this tax. The 
individual in New Jersey who owns five hundred 
acres of land, worth forty dollars per acre, bas but 
little more tax to pay than the citizen in Ohio, 
who owns the same quantity of land, not worth 
more than four dollars per acre. The dispropor- 
tion is here more than twelve to four. 
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In every country, except where despotism has 
left no rights to the people, a tax on the person 
has ever been viewed as the most odious tax. It 
has ever been odious, because of its inequality, 
exacting as much from the poor man as the rich 
man. The same inequality would exist if the 
internal revenue were apportioned among the sev- 
eral States according to their population. What 
had been.the principal basis of taxation where 
any regard has been had to the rights of the citi- 
zen? Property; and, in the general, that kind of 
property which is productive to the owner. Ifa 
revenue is derived from it by the individual, 
something may be yielded to the Government. 
I do not make these observations in opposition to 
the direct tax; the imposition of that tax had my 
hearty concurrence, and its proposed increase 
meets equally with my assent. But my object is, 
to rebut the charge that has been made against 
the Western representation, because they resisted 
the argument that it would be equal and just to 
impose the internal duties according to the popu- 
lation of the respective States, that they there- 
fore wished to exonerate their constituents from 
an equal burden of taxation. I make these obser- 
vations to show that it would be the extreme of 
— to exact as much from the citizen of the 

est, who resides in a cabin and cultivates the 
field with his own hands for the support of his 
family, as from the wealthy citizen of the Eastern 
and Northern States. Some gentlemen have 
contended this would be just, inasmuch as the 
States are represented in the National Legislature 
in proportion to their numbers. What would 


| such an argument lead to? The poor, it would 


their population. 


| be found, would be utterly unable to pay their 
_ proportion of the burden thus imposed; the cer- 
- tain consequence would be, that States would be 


represented in proportion to their wealth, and not 
The argument used by gentle- 
men could lead to no other result. This might 
be pleasing to a few of the wealthy, who wish 
influence to be attached to property, but it would 
subvert one of the most inestimable principles of 
our Government, that of equality. 

In proportion to the wealth of the Western 
country, there isa much greater quantity of do- 
mestic spirits manufactured than in the Eastern 
and Northern States. Notwithstanding, the im- 
position of this tax would not produce much ine- 
quality, if a market could be found in the Eastern 
States for the spirits manufactured in the West, 


_ but the transportation is impracticable, no market 


is open for this article in the West; it is therefore 
presumable, if this additiunal duty to the amount 
proposed be imposed, that no more will be manu- 
factured in the Western country than is necessary 
for home consumption. No individual can afford 
to pay the enormous duty, and manufacture this 
commodity in anticipation of a future market. [ 
am more than willing to tax domestic spirits to 
the utmost extent they will bear; but Iam under 
the most certain conviction, from the operation 
of the present tax on the capacity, that the addi- 
tional duty proposed will rather diminish than 
increase the public revenue. It may not have 
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this effect in some of the States. In New York, 
a market will be had for great quantities of spirit 
to the troops in the service of the United States 
who will occupy the Northern frontier. In that 
State, and perhaps a few others, the increased 
duty will yield more to the public revenue; but 
the principal sales being to the United States, 
they must es pay the advanced price of 
the spirit; so that, although the receipts into the 
Treasury might be enhanced, yet the real advan- 
tage to the public revenue would be inconsidera- 
ble. The depression of the revenue in the West 
will equal the advance of it in other States from 
this source. Being willing to obtain to the public 
revenue the largest possible amount from this 
source, I would assent to a considerable addition 
to the present tax; 1 believe some addition would 
not depress the revenue in the West. If we can 
obtain the largest amount of revenue from this 
source, without producing an extreme pressure in 
any portion of the community, it is certainly most 
politic to do so. Gentlemen calculate on real- 
izing au immense sum from this tax; their cal- 
culations are extravagant; they will be found 
illusive; they will find, when it may be too late, 
that they have been too anxious to fill the coffers 
of the Treasury from this source. Their reach 
has been eager, but they have grasped at a shadow 
that has eluded their grasp. 

A gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Wricut,) 
not now in his seat, who has taken a very active 
part in the impositicn of this tax, stated as a fact, 
that distilled spirits from grain in his part of the 
country are worth one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per gallon; from this fact, he has drawn an 
argument in favor of the tax, and that it would 
operate most favorably to the Western country, 
as there the price of the same kind of spirit was 
not more than sixty-two and a half cents per gal- 
lon. What regulates the value of an article? 
The price it will bring ina market. If a gallon 
of domestic spirit will bring in Maryland one 
dollar and twenty-five cents, and will only sell in 
Ohio for sixty-two and a half cents, the tax will 
operate on the value of the article one hundred 
per cent. higher in Ohio than in Maryland; it is 
therefore unequal. However various my objec- 
tions are to the inequality and amount of this tax, 
they are not less so to the manner in which it is 
to be imposed. A tax on the capacity and on the 
product of the still, will be found complicated 
and embarrassing. What are the evils this sys- 
tem is proposed to remedy? We are told it will 
guard against fraud; it will enable the collector 
to detect imposition. Sir, from this very source, 
I apprehend much odium will be excited against 
this tax and the Government. What criterion is 
afforded the collector to detect frauds? The most 
uncertain. We all know, from the ordinary con- 
cerns of life, that two men engaged in the same 
business, under the same advantages, will fre- 
quently produce very different results. Is it, in- 

















deed, a sufficient presumption of fraud, that one 
individual has not manufactured as large a quan- 
tity of spirits as his neighbor ; and is this a ground 
on which to charge him with the commission of 
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fraud, or to subject him to the inquisitorial pow- 
ers of a collector? It ought to be on grounds 
more substantial, that we suspect the integrity of 
a citizen. In those States where taxable property 
has long been given in for taxation under oath, 
no complaints have arisen. In Ohio, a list of per- 
sonal property is furnished the assessor without 
oath, and yet I never heard it alleged that an in- 
dividual had defrauded the revenue by making an 
incorrect return; why, then, shall we distrust the 
virtue of the citizen in the collection of this tax? 
By this distrust we do him injustice, of which he 
would have a right to complain; and, while we 
give evidence of distrust, we afford the most un- 
certain means for detection. But, admitting this 
tax on the capacity would afford some security 
against fraud, is it necessary for this purpose to 
continue the tax? It is not probable that under 
the additional duty any (if any, very few) new dis- 
tilleries will be erected. The tax on the capacity 
has been in operation the present year. All the 
distilleries that will be employed the ensuing year, 
are occupied the present year, and every means 
for the detection of fraud is thereby furnished to 
the collectors that the continuation of this tax 
will afford. Why, then, shall we continue it? 
The capacities of the distillers are known to the 
collectors; a tax on their capacities, therefore, 
cannot give any additional security to the public 
revenue. As this security is the only argument 
in favor of the continuation of the tax upon the 
capacity of the still, and as it must be evident 
that it can answer no valuable purpose, I trust it 
will be abandoned. Make it necessary, if any new 
distilleries should be erected, for the proprietor to 
enter the capacity of his stills with the collector 
under a heavy penalty. 

This tax upon the capacity of the still operates 
the most unequally ; it depresses the smaller estab- 
lishments to the advantage of the larger ones. 
Although there isa provision in this bill some- 
what favorable to the proprietor of a single still 
not exceeding one hundred gallons, it will be 
found of very little advantage. A gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Incuam,) the other day, 
attempted to obviate this objection of inequality, 
by observing that the smaller stills manufacture 
much more in proportion than the larger ones. 
If the gentleman be correct, I am utterly at a loss 
to assign a reason why all large establishments 
prefer the largest stills. But if the gentleman be 
in part correct, when we advert to the increased 
price of license for a shorter term, we will find 
the advantage is greatly with the large establish- 
ments, who obtain licenses for the longest term. 
In the price of license, if my recollection serve 
me, there is a differenee of more than one hundred 
= cent. between the longest and shortest terms. 

hose who own small establishments, from neces- 
sity, often obtain their license for the shortest 
term; they have not materials, nor can they ob- 
tain them, to justify their taking license for a 
longer period. 

here is another objection against the tax on 


the capacity of the sull, that is well worthy of 


consideration. When a license is obtained, al- 
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though by sickness, or a thousand contingencies, 
the individual may be prevented from occupying 
his establishment, the accident of fire, I believe 
is the solitary exception which excuses him from, 
the full payment of his bond; nor can he obtain 
relief by an extension of his license. 

We are informed that, under the administration 
of Mr. Adams, the excise was odious, and that jt 
was found necessary to change the tax from the 
product to the capacity of the still. Sir, it will be 
recollected, that the circumstances under which 
that tax was first imposed were extremely objec- 
tionable ; the mode of its collection was still more 
obnoxious. When the tax was on the quantity 
distilled, the people were dissatisfied. When i 
was changed to the capacity of the still, their ob- 
jections were not removed. They did not believe 
the situation of the country demanded the tay. 
But the argument, if it prove anything, proves 
too much; it would require us to lay the whole 
tax upon the capacity; this has been rejected by 
a large majority of this House. It appears to me, 
a tax upon the capacity of the still, and on the 
product, will subject us to the inconveniences of 
both systems, without any beneficial consequence 
resulting therefrom. I would again beg leave to 
repeat, that nothing is further from me than a 
wish to retrench, by my motion, the public rev- 
enue. I am altogether willing and anxious to 
obtain the utmost cent that can be obtained from 
this source. I believe domestic spirits is a proper 
object of taxation; but believing, as I do, that a 
more moderate addition to the present tax on the 
capacity would yield to the public Treasury a 
much larger sum; and haviog well-grounded ap- 
prehensions, from the operation of the present tay, 
that the proposed increase will rather lessen than 
advance the revenue in the Western country, | 
should act a most inconsistent part if I were not 
to favor a reduction of the tax. I have no [ears 
that this or any other tax will meet with resist- 
ance in the Western country. However enor 
mous the tax, the people of the West will submii 
in silence. They will find it ruinous to continue 
the distillation of domestic spirits ; they will there- 
fore permit their establishments to remain unoc: 
cupied without a murmur or complaint. They 
are sensible that the present crisis is eventful \ 
their country; they believe sacrifices from tie 
people are necessary ; they are prepared to make 
them. Of this they have given evidence that 
not equivocal. 

Believing that it would conduce to the interes! 
of the Government and the people to reduce the 
propane tax, I cannot but hope that the motion 

have submitted may obtain. 

Before the bill was gone through, the House 
adjourned. 





Sa'rurpay, November 26. 


TAX ON DISTILLED LIQUORS, &c. 
The House again resolved itself into a Commit: 
tee of the Whole on the tax bills; and, after fur- 
ther discussion thereof, rose and Ae ag the 
amendments they had made to the bill “to pro 
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FeO er cies 

i jtional revenues for defraying the ex- 
vides of Governunent, and maintaining the public 
credit, by duties om spirits distilled withio the 
United States, and by amending the act layio 
duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors; 
which amendments the House immediately pro- 
ceeded to take into consideration. 

Several of the amendments were agreed to 
without debate. Other questions of amendment 
were debated ; among which were the following: 

An amendment was made in Committee of the 
Whole to strike out orl cents, the amount of 
duty to be paid on each gallon of spirits distilled, 
and insert Afteen. The question on concurring 
in this amendment was decided in the negative— 
yeas 72, nays 78, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Bard, Bayly 
of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Clark, Clopton, Conard, Creighton, 
Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, 
Davall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Forney, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, 
McLean, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Roane, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Skinner, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Tannehill, 
Tho n, Udree, White, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Butler, 
Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Comstock, Condict, Coop- 
er, Cox, Dana, venport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Denoyelles, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forsyth, Gaston, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Hawes, 
Hulbert, Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
King of North Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, 
Lowndes, Markell, McKim, Miller, Moore, Moseley, 
Murfree, Nelson, Oakley, Parker, Pickering, Pitkin, 
Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Robertson, 
Ruggles, Sage, Seybert, Shipherd, Stockton, Strong, 
Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, Taylor, Telfair, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Web- 
ster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massa- 
chusetts, and Winter. 


So the House disagreed to the amendment 
made in Committee. 
A motion was made by Mr. Wi.utam Recep to 


amend the bill by adding to it the following new 
section: 


And be it further enacted, That if any of the said 
spirits (whereupon any of the duties imposed by this 
act shall have been paid or secured to be paid) shall, 
after the first day of January next, be exported from 
the United States to any foreign port or place, there 
shall be an allowance to the exporters thereof, by way 
of drawback, equal to the duties thereupon, according 
to the rates by this act imposed, deducting therefrom 

f a cent per gallon, and adding to the allowance 
upon spirits distilled within the United States, from 
molasses which shall be so exported, fen cents per 
nen as an equivalent for the duty laid upon mo- 

asses; Provided always, That the said allowance 
shall not be made, unless the said exporter or export- 
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ers shall observe the regulations hereafter prescribed : 
And provided further, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to alter the provisions in any former 
acts, concerning drawbacks or allowances in nature 
thereof. 


Mr. Pickerinc moved to amend the proposed 
amendment by striking out the words in italic, 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words “a sum 
equivalent to.”—Negatived. 

The question on agreeing to the above pro- 
posed new section was decided in the negative. 
For the amendment 47, against it 99, as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bradbury, Brigham, Champion, 
Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Han- 
son, Hungerford, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of 
New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, .Miller, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Sheffey, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, White, 
Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, 
Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, 
Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Findley, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hubbard, Hum- 

hreys, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, 
Sehnens of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of Maryland Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, 
McKee, McKim, McLean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, 
Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Shipherd, Skinner, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of 
New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Win- 
ter, and Yancey. 

The bill was then further amended. 

Mr. PickerInG moved to amend that part of 
the 25th section of the bil! which pledges Con- 
gress to substitute other duties equally productive, 
if it shall be deemed expedient to alter, reduce, or 
modify these, &c., by striking out the words 
“other duties,” and in lieu thereof inserting 
“ other internal duties or taxes.” 

This motion was negatived. For the amend- 
ment 27, against it 107, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Brad- 
bury, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Davenport, 
Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Ingersoll, Kent of New York, 
Law, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Pickering, Pitkin, 
Ruggles, Shipherd, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, 
Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chap- 
pell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, 
Creighton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, 
Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, 
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Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, John- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent 
of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, 

oore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, 
Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Potter, William Reed, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Skinner, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Stockton, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward 
of New Jersey, White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


The same section begins thus: “ That towards 
establishing an adequate revenue to provide for 
the payment of the expenses of Government, for 
the punctual payment of the public debt,” &c., 
(pledging the duties laid by this act, for these 
purposes. ) 

Mr. Pirkin moved to amend this section by 
striking out the words above stated in italic. For 
the motion 28, against it 80. 

Mr. Cu.perer then moved to amend the bill 
by striking out twenty cents, (the amount of duty 
on each gallon of spirits distilled,) and inserting 
in lieu thereof twelve and a half cents. Which 
motion also was negatived by the following vote: 
For the motion 41, against it 81. The bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 





Monpay, November 28. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Lownpes, of South Carolina, from the se- 
lect committee to whom was committed the bill 
to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States of America, reported, that the com- 
mittee had had said bill under consideration, but 
not having been able to discover any means of 
uniting the conflicting opinions on the subject, 
had therefore directed him to report the bill with- 
out amendment. Mr. L. also laid before the House 
a letter obtained from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury by the committee, on the subject of the 
amendments made to the bank bill. 

The letter is as follows: 


Wasuineton, November 27, 1814. 


Sir: The committee of the House of Representa- 
tives, to which the bank bill was recommitted on Fri- 
day last, have directed me to request you to commu- 
nicate your opinion, in relation to the effect which a 
considerable issue of Treasury notes, (to which should 
be attached the quality of being receivable in subscrip- 
tions to the bank) might have upon the credit, and par- 
ticularly upon the prospects of a loan for 1815. As 
the bill, as it was referred to the committee, provides for 
the subscription of forty-four millions of Treasury notes, 
to form, with six millions of specie, the capital of the 
bank; any information which you may think proper 
to give, either in relation to the practicability of getting 
them into circulation without depreciation, or in regard 
to their operation on any part of our fiscal system 
afterwards, will be very acceptable. I am, sir, &c., 

WILLIAM LOWNDES. 

Hon. Secretary or THe Treasury. 
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Treasury Derantment, Nov. 27, 1814, 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, requesting, for a committee of the House 
of Representatives, an opinion upon the following jn. 
quiries : 

1. The effect which a considerable issue of Treasury 
notes, with the quality of being receivable in subscrip- 
tions to a National Bank, will have upon the credit of 
the Government; and, particularly, upon the Prospects 
of a loan for 1815. 

2. The practicability of getting forty-four millions of 
Treasury notes, forming, with six millions of specie, 
the capital for a National Bank, into circulation, with. 
out depreciation. 

The inquiries of the committee cannot be satisfac. 
torily answered, in the abstract, but must be considered 
in connexion with the state of our finances, and the 
state of the public credit. 

When I arrived at Washington, the Treasury was 
suffering under every kind of embarrassment. The 
demands upon it were great in amount; while the 
means to satisfy them were comparatively small, pre. 
carious in the collection, and difficult in the application. 
The demands consisted of dividends upon old and new 
funded debt, of Treasury notes, and of Legislative ap- 
propriations for the Army, the Navy, and the current 
service ; all urgent, and important. The means con- 
sisted, first, of the fragment of an authority to borrow 
money, when nobody was disposed to lend, and to 
issue Treasury notes, which none but necessitous credi- 
tors, or contractors, in distress, or commissaries, quarter- 
masters, and navy agents, acting, as it were officially, 
seemed willing to accept: 2d. Of the amount of bank 
credits, scattered throughout the United States, and prin- 
cipally in the Southern and Western banks, which had 
been rendered, in a great degree, useless, by the stop- 
page of payments in specie, and the consequent im- 
practicability of transferring the public funds from one 
place, to meet the public engagements in another place: 
3d. Of the current supply of money from the import, 
from internal duties, and from the sales of public land; 
which ceased to bt a foundation of any rational esti- 
mate, or reserve, to provide even for the dividends on 
the funded debt, when it was found that the Treasury 
notes, (only requiring, indeed, a cash payment at the 
distance of a year) to whomsoever they were issued at 
the Treasury, and almost as soon as they were issued, 
reached the hands of the collectors, in payment of 
debts, duties, and taxes; thus disappointing and de- 
feating the only remaining expectations of productive 
revenue. 

Under those circumstances, (which I had the honor 
to communicate to the Committee of Ways and 
Means,) it became the duty of this Department, to 
endeavor to remove the immediate pressure from the 
Treasury; to endeavor to restore the public credit; 
and to endeavor to provide for the expenses of the 
ensuing year. The only measures that occurred to 
my mind, for the accomplishment of such an im- 
portant object, have been presented to the view of 
Congress. The act, authorizing the receipt of T'reas- 
ury notes in payment of subscriptions to a public 
loan, was passed, I fear, too late to answer the pur- 
pose for which it was designed. It promises, at this 
time, little relief, either as an instrument to raise 
money, or to absorb the claims for the Treasury notes, 
which are daily becoming due. From this cause, an 
other obvious causes, the dividend on the funded debt 
has not been punctually paid ; a large amount of Treasury 
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already been dishonored ; and the hope of 
aaa farther injury and reproach, in transacting 
cee with the Treasury, is too visionary to afford a 
moment’s consolation. 
The actual condition of the Treasury, thus described, 
will serve to indicate the state of the public credit. 
Public credit depends, essentially, upon public opinion. 
The usual test of public credit is, indeed, the value of 
public debt. The faculty of borrowing money is not 


a test of public credit; for a faithless Government, 


_ like a desperate individual, has only to increase the 


premium, according to the exigency, in order to secure 


' aloan. Thus, public opinion, manifested in every form 


and in evey direction, hardly permits us, at the present 
juncture, to speak of the existence of public credit ; and 
yet, it is not impossible that the Government, in the 
resources of its patronage and its pledges, might find 
the means of tempting the rich and the avaricious to 
supply its immediate wants. If it is now a charter of 
incorporation, it may then be a grant of land; but, 
after all, immeasurable tracts of the western wild 
would be exhausted in successive efforts to obtain pe- 
cuniary aids, and still leave the Government neces- 
sitous, unless the foundations of public credit were re- 
established, and maintained. In the measures, therefore, 
which it has been my duty to suggest, I have en- 
deavored to introduce a permanent plan for reviving 
the public credit; of which the facility of borrowing 


7 money, in anticipation of settled and productive reve- 


nues, is only an incident, although it is an incident 
as durable as the plan itself. The outline seemed to 
embrace whatever was requisite, to leave no doubt 
upon the power and the disposition of Government, in 
relation to its pecuniary engagements, to diminish, 


' and not to augment the amount of public debts, in the 
_ hands of individuals, and to create general confidence, 
_ rather by the manner of treating the claims of the 


_ present class of creditors, than by the manner of con- 


A 


REO A 


_ ciliating the favor of a new class. 
E 


With these explanatory remarks, sir, I proceed to 


: answer, specifically, the questions which you have 


2 
Be 


proposed : 

1. I am of opinion, that considerable issues of 
Treasury notes, with the quality of being receivable in 
subscriptions to a National Bank, will have an injurious 
effect upon the credit of the Government; and, also, 
upon the prospects of a loan for 1815. 

Because, it will confer, gratuitously, an advantage 
upon a class of new creditors, over the present creditors, 
of the Government, standing on a footing of at least 
equal merit. 

Because, it will oxcite general dissatisfaction among 
the present holders of the public debt; and, generally, 
distrust among the capitalists, who are accustomed to 


_ advance their money to the Government. 


Because, a quality of subscribing to the National 
Bank, attached to Treasury notes, exclusively, will tend 
to depreciate the value of all public debt, not possess- 


_ ing that quality; and whatever depreciates the value 


of the public debt in this way, must necessarily impair 


_ the public credit. 


Because, the specie capital of the citizens of the 
United States, so far as it may be deemed applicable 


_ to investments in the public stocks, has already, in a 
| great measure, been so vested; the holders of the 


present debt will be unable to become subscribers to 
the bank, (if that object should, eventually, prove de- 


| sirable,) without selling their stock at a depreciated 


rate, in order to procure the whole amount of their 
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subscriptions in Treasury notes; and a general de- 
pression in the value of the public debt will inevitably 
ensue. 

Because, the very proposition of making a consider- 
able issue of Treasury notes, even with the quality of 
being subscribed to a National Bank, can only be re- 
garded as an experiment, on which it seems dangerous 
to rely; the Treasury notes must be purchased at 
par, with money; a new set of creditors are to be 
created ; it may, or it may not, be deemed an object of 
speculation, by the money holders, to subscribe to the 
bank; the result of the experiment cannot be ascer- 
tained, until it will be too late to provide a remedy, in 
the case of failure; while the credit of the Govern- 
ment will be affected by every circumstance which 
keeps the efficacy of its fiscal operations in suspense or 
doubt. 

Because, the prospect of a loan, for the year 1815, 
without the aid of a bank, is faint and unpromising ; 
except, perhaps, so far as the pledge of a specific tax 
may succeed ; and then, it must be recollected, that a 
considerable supply of money will be required for the 
war, beyond the whole amount of the taxes to be 
levied. 

Because, if the loan for the year 1815 be made to 
depend upon the issue of Treasury notes, subscribable 
to thé National Bank, it will probably fail, for the rea- 
sons which have already been suggested ; and, if the 
loan be independent of that operation, a considerable 
issue of Treasury notes, for the purpose of creating a 
bank capital, must, it is believed, deprive the Govern- 
ment of every chance of raising money in any other 
manner. 

2. I am of opinion, that it will be extremely difficult, 
if not impracticable, to get forty-four millions of Treas- 
ury notes (forming, with six millions of specie, the 
capital of a National Bank) into circulation, with or 
without depreciation. 

Because, if the subscription to the bank becomes an 
object of speculation, the ‘Treasury notes will probably 
be purchased at the Treasury, and at the loan offices, 
and never pass into circulation at all. 

Because, whatever portion of the Treasury notes 
might pass into circulation, would be speedily with- 
drawn, by the speculators in the subscription to the 
os after arts had been employed to depreciate their 
value. 

Because, it is not believed, that, in the present state 
of the public credit, forty-four millions of Treasury 
notes, can be sent into circulation. The only differ- 
ence between the Treasury notes now issued, and dis- 
honored, and those proposed to be issued, consists in 
the subscribable quality; but reasons have already 
been assigned for an opinion, that this difference does 
not afford such confidence in the experiment,as seems 
requisite to justify a reliance upon it, for accomplish- 
ing some of the most interesting objects of the Gov- 
ernment. 

I must beg you, sir, to pardon the haste with which 
I have written these general answers to your inquiries. 
But, knowing the importance of time, and feeling a 
desire to avoid every appearance of contributing to the 
loss of a moment, I have chosen rather to rest upon 
the intelligence and candor of the committee, than to 
enter upon a more labored investigation of the subject 
referred to. I have the honor, &c., 


A. J. DALLAS. 
Witiram Lownpss, Esq. 


A motion was made by Mr. Hanson to print 
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the letter; which motion being objected to, was | Ingersoll, Ingham, Kerr, Kilbourn, King of North Ca;. 
declared not to be in order at this time. olina, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Murtree, 
The House proceeded to the consideration of | Parker, Pickens, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten. 
the bill. nessee, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Shipherd, Smit) 
of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, 


The question depending when the bill was re- : oS ! 
ferred a select ceuaaleoe now recurred. It| Zaylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson oj 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


was on a motion of Mr. Gaston to strike out fifty 
millions, (the proposed capital of the bank.) and 
insert twenty. 

This motion was immediately decided without 
ny al the motion 54, against it 85, as fol- 
ows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, Da- 
venport, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, Good- 

n, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Hungerford, 

ulbert, Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Massa- 
chusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, McKee, Miller, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sey- 
bert, Shefley, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Bur- 
well, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, 
Clark, Clopton, Comsteck, Condict, Conard, Crawford, 
Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Find- 
ley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, 
Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Murfree, 
Newton, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Sharp, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson 
of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


Mr. Lownpes then moved toamend the bill by 
striking out fifty and inserting thirty millions, 
which question was decided without debate. For 
the motion 77, against it 66, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Barbour, Bard, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Burwell, 
Gannon, Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davenport, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Desha, Earle, Ely, Evans, 
Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, 
Goodwyn, Gourdin, Hale, Hanson, Hungerford, Hul- 
bert, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of 
New York, Kershaw, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Markell, McKee, 
McKim, Miller, Moseley, Newton, Oakley, Pearson, 
Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sheffey, Skinner, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, 
Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wil- M : ; 
cox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. r. H. mentioned the instance of an acceptance 

Nars—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Avery, Barnett, of $3,500, which the War Department was unable 
Bines, Bowen, Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Chappell, | ‘© pay, and persuaded a bank in Georgetown (0 
Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, | Pay for them. He mentioned several acceptances. 
Creighton, Crouch, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, De- which he himself had seen, for large amounts, 
noyelles, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of New York, Forney,| whicli had been protested by the public notary. 
Franklin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, | The Paymaster was unable to meet demands {0! 
Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, | paltry amounts—not even for $30, which was 4 













So the House determined to reduce the capital 
of the bank to thirty millions. 

Mr. Lownpes then suggested several amend. 
ments, to make other parts of the bill correspond. 
ent with the amendment just made; which were 
agreed to. 

Mr. Easton then moved an amendmentto the 
bill, and spoke some time in support of it, the ob- 
ject of which was, to require the directors of the 
bank, at any time when one hundred thousand 
dollars should be subscribed and paid in, or held, 
by citizens of Missouri Territory, and when the 
same shall be required by three-fourths of such 
stockholders, to establish an office of discount 
and deposite at St. Louis in the Missouri Terrti- 
tory. 

This motion was supported also in a cogent 
manner by Mr. McKee, of Kentucky. 

It was however negatived, 27 only rising in 
favor of it. 

Mr. Hanson, of Maryland, then moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 

Mr. H. said, he was not less alive to the critical 
aod awful condition of the country, than the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, whose letter had been just 
read by the Clerk. The picture he had painted 
of our financial affairs was not more frightful 
than the reality. In some features it fell short 
of the original. Not only had Government bills 
been dishonored, and the interest of the public 
debt remained unpaid, as stated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, but facts were within the know- 
ledge of Mr. H. still more disreputable and de- 
grading to the Administration. So completely 
empty was the Treasury, and destitute of credit, 
that funds could not be obtained to defray the 
current ordinary expenses of the different Depari- 
ments. Disgraceful, humiliating as the fact was, 
it ought not to be concealed from the nation, and 
he felt it his duty to state to the House, that the 
Department of State was so bare of money as Wo 
be unable to pay even its stationery bill, The 
Government was subsisting upon the draining 
of unchartered banks in the District, who fel 
themselves compelled to contribute their means. 
lest the rod, in terrorem, which was held over 
them, should be applied, and an act of incorpora- 
tion refused. Yes, it was well known to the cil- 
izens of the District, that the Treasury was oblig- 
ed to borrow pitiful sums, which it would disgrace 
a merchant in tolerable credit to ask for. 
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well established fact. He spoke also of the fail- | fatuus, truly, sir, and 


ure to meet the public engagements at New York 
and Philadelphia. He said he was apprized, sev- 
eral days in advance, of the explosion which hap- 
pened in the latter place, and had attempted to 
take the floor several days pasts to prepare the 
House for the event, but he had not been so for- 
tunate as to catch the Speaker’s eye. I[n short, 
it was difficult to conceive a situation more crit- 
ical and perilous, than that of the Government 
at this moment, without money, without credit, 
and destitute of the means of defending the 
country. Y 
Under such circumstances, | agree, said Mr. H., 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, that not a 
moment should be lost in exerting the Constitu- 
tional power of Congress to its utmost energy, 
to check, or turn aside this evil current of events, 
which threatens to overwhelm the nation. Not 
a moment was to be lost in preventing, if possi- 
ble, further mischief, and in repairing what was 
already done. Butif an opinion was to be formed 
of the future, from the past proceedings of the 
House, there was little ground for hope. Con- 
ress was in the third month of its session; it had 
en convened under circumstances appealing to 
whatever of spirit and patriotism there was in the 
country, addressing themselves with peculiar force 
to the authors of our calamities—the party in 
wer. What had been done towards discharg- 
ing the interesting and sacred trust reposed in the 
representatives of the people—the guardians of 
the national honor and safety? The House was 
daily involved in useless wrangling debates, which 
from all appearance were likely to resultin noth- 
ing but words, and abortive attempts at action. 
While the doctors are disputing, said Mr. H 
about the medicines to be administered, the pa- 
tient is rapidly approaching to its last breath: It 
cannot be said of me, sir, that I have thrown ob- 
structions in the way of the ruling party. So far 
from it, I have abstained purposely from taking 
part in many interesting debates, in the hope that 
action would be substituted for words, and from 
an unwillingness to consume time, every moment 
of which I deemed precious to the country. Such 
is my ardent desire to economise time, as far as 
is consistent with intelligent legislation, that I 
would not now claim the attention of the House, 
but that my patience is exhausted. I have wait- 
ed, and in vain, to see this pernicious measure 
consigned to the fate which evidently awaits it, 
and to see some other feasible plan, which the 
discretion and good sense of the House can sanc- 
tion, introduced in its place. I can remain silent 
nolonger. Its palpable deformity, its utter inad- 
equacy to the ends proposed, and its destructive 
tendency, seem to be apparent toa large majority 
of the House, who are impatient to despatch it. 
A scheme so absurd and visionary, could have 
been looked for from no other quarter than that 
which produced it; and I am glad to see that 
gentlemen on the other side of the House have 
at last collected the courage,and manifested their 
determination to pursue what they call an ignis 
fatuus (Mr. Catnoun) no further. An ignis 


. 
7 


United States. 





CONGRESS. 


658 
iL or R. 





which, like other jack-o’- 
lanterns, engendered in the fens of party, will 
play about the surface of those stagnated pools 
until it sinks, and is extinguished. It was this 
same bold and false prophet who led us into Can- 
ada, to conquer free trade and sailors’ rights; and 
such is the sanguine nature of the late chairman 
of the Committee of Foreign Relations, that I 
have not a doubt, even now, he would contract, if 
he could find security for the forfeiture, to capture, 
in six weeks, more or less, the whole British army, 
and deliver them, bound hand and foot, at the 
Capitol. 

The S®eaker called to order, conceiving the 
remarks to be personal. 

Mr. Hanson said, that hitherto he had with 

leasure paid the most scrupulous regard to the 
judgment of the Chair, and bowed cheerfully to 
its decisions, but on this occasion he must be 
allowed to suggest that the latitude usually in- 
dulged in such discussions was favorable to the 
course now taken in debate. Besides, the honor- 
able Speaker would recollect, upon this very 
question, the liberty contended for had been en- 
joyed by the other side of the House in a degree 
and mode not now proposed to be transcended. 

The Speaker said his anxiety to exclude every 
thing like personality from debate, and a convic- 
tion that the rule of the House supported his 
opinion, were sufficient reasons for his adhering 
to his decision. And it was due to the gentle- 
man from Maryland to say, that he had always 
paid that respect to the Chair, which was so 
necessary in supporting its dignity, and that of 
the House. 

Mr. Hanson acquiesced. He knew of nothing 
more visionary than the idea of the gentleman 
from South Carulina, that, in the present depre- 
ciated state of the public credit and finances, the 
enormous sum of forty-four millions of Treasury 
notes could be put in circulation. A scheme of a 
paper medium so stupendous, at a time so critical, 
destroyed every hope of extricating the country. 
If sanctioned by the House, so far from relieving 
the nation, it would plunge it into still deeper 
difficulties. He looked with horror and dismay 
at the project, and was most of all astonished 
that the House treated it with the respect of en- 
tertaining it one day in debate. 

Sir, said Mr. H., my opposition to this gigan- 
tic, ricketty, deformed project, cannot be ascribed 
to a sinister design to embarrass the Government, 
aod prevent the relief necessary to be afforded, 

| and speedily to be afforded, to its finances. I know, 
sir, the country cannot be defended, it will be 
out of the power of the Government to save it, 
if they are so disposed, unless the Treasury is re- 
lieved. My opposition to the bill proceeds from 
my extreme anxiety, to place it in the power of 
those who direct the Government, to defend and 
save the country. I will permit no man in this 


nation to take precedence of me, in straining 
every nerve, and stretching the Constitution to 
the utmost limit of liberal interpretation, to im- 
part the power requisite to defend the country, 
and maintain its rights of sovereignty and soil ; 
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but I will embark in no rash and desperate meas- 
ures, which will 7 everything at hazard, and 
entail unnumbered woes upon posterity. “ Des- 
perate situations produce desperate councils and 
desperate measures!” But it is in such times 
that men of virtue, reflection, and wisdom, are 
especially called on to look with dispassionate 
labastiens on the state of affairs, and to oppose 
with firmness all expedients which are calcu- 
lated to increase, instead of diminishing the evils 
to be remedied. At a period like the present, 
when “men are as much blinded by the extremes 
of misery,” as, in times past, they have been in- 
toxicated with the extreme of sedapetii? the cor- 
rective of sober judgment and wholesome inquiry 
is more necessary to prevent irremediable mis- 
chief than to guard against probable reverses. It 
has been said that “great distress never has hith- 
erto taught, and, while the world lasts, never will 
teach lessons of wisdom to mankind.” Bat, if 
wisdom in our councils cannot be assured by past 
calamities, we may at least avoid a pitfall which 
is visible to the dullest vision. 

I say again, and again, sir, my undisguised, 
avowed object is, to defend the country, and, if 
it be not too late, under Providence, to preserve 
it by prompt, and wise, and vigorous Constitu- 
tional measures. I am not ignorant that the first 
and indispensable step towards defending the 
country, is the recovery of public credit, and the 
disembarrassment of the finances. But I do fear, 
without a united effort in this House and through- 
out this nation to restore confidence in the Treas- 
ury. every attempt to reinstate the finances will 
prove abortive. I entertain the opinion, formed 
after much reflection and a free interchange of 
sentiment with enlightened men, that, unless a 
general and generous effort is made by all parties 
to revive the expiring credit of the ‘Treasury, it 
will continue to languish, daily to depreciate, un- 
til I would say the credit of Jacob Barker him- 
self, if it were not attaching more importance to 
him than he merits, will be high, compared with 
that of the Government, in the money market. 
Under this strong conviction, and knowing, as 
every man in the nation must know, that the 
country cannot be defended without the ways and 
means, and, as far as depends on me, being re- 
solved at every hazard and extremity consistently 
with civil liberty and the Constitution, to pre- 
serve, unimpaired, the rights and honor of the na- 
tion, I therefore shall co-operate in all measures 
to defend the country. This can only be done 
by reproducing and bracing the main sinew of 
war—money, public credit—without which, the 
nation will be delivered up, bound hand and foot, 
to the enemy, unless rescued by the energy of the 
respective State sovereignties. When things 
come to the worst, the States can and will defend 
themselves, I have no doubt; but my object is to 
defend the country under the Constitution, and 
to prevent a dissolution of the Union, which is 
inevitable, if the means are not provided to ena- 
ble the General Government to defend the States. 
If the means are supplied, and they are still mis- 
applied and wasted in fruitless attempts at con- 
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quest, the States must, of necessity, take their 


defence into their own hands. But the condj. 
tion of the country is so critical, I see no choice 
but to take the chance of a correct application of 
means to be placed at the disposal of the Govern. 
ment. The charge never shall be brought against 
me, that I folded my arms and looked on an jp. 
different spectator, while the country was sink- 
ing. The men in power shall never be able to 
throw upon me any portion of the blame of not 
extricating the country from the difficulties into 
which their incompetency and folly have plunged 
it. It will be demanded of them to return the 
Government pure and undefiled, as they received 
it. Degrading terms of peace I will never agree 
to; and if our rights and honor are to be sacri- 
ficed, they shall never have it to say they were 
so sacrificed, because I, as one of the minority, 
withheld from them the means of preserving 
them. No; they shall have the means, as far as 
I can give them. I will bear my portion of the 
odium of their measures for defence, where they 
do not trench upon the Constitution. When they 
do so trench ; when their measures go to pros- 
trate civil liberty, and overthrow the Constitu- 
tion, I will resist them, and recommend resistance 
to the people. I will draw the sword to put down 
and punish usurpation and tyranny at home, with 
the same alacrity that I would rush to the wa- 
ter’s edge, to repel the invading foe. I now fear 
nothing from usurpation, because we are now 
free and able to resist it successfully. The attempt 
will prove that both the physical and numerical 
strength of the country lies where it ought tolie, 
because it will never be exerted except in defence 
of the country and the liberties of the people. 
Subjugation by a foreign Power can hardly be 
deemed an evil, compared with domestic despot- 
ism and slavery. The foreign yoke may be broken 
and thrown off, but the chains rivetted upon a peo- 
ple by their own tyrants, are difficult to be loos- 
ened and destroyed. It will be unavailing, and 
worse than unavailing, to put the country in a pos- 
ture to meet the enemy without, if a more dan- 
gerous enemy within is permitted quietly, and at 
his leisure, to reduce this people to a state of ig- 
nominious bondage. 

In coming to the determination to grant the sup- 
plies asked for to defend the country, I maintain 
Iam neither inconsistent with myself, faithless 
to my friends, nor false to my country. The 
highest temporal obligations, according to my 
moral sense, and the soundest policy, according 
to - judgment, approve the course I have marked 
out for myself. ‘The reason is obvious why I shall 
abstain from a particular discussion of the points 
of difference between me and some of my politi- 
cal friends. Either being wrong, I know it is for 
me to wait the award of an enlightened and vir- 
tuous community, having no other palliation to 
offer, than that, if I have erred, it is my firm con- 
viction I have erred on the side of the best inter- 
ests of my country. We, no doubt, aim at the 
same goal, but choose different routes to arrive at 
it. I am perfectly sure that we all prefer our 
country to ourselves, its good to our own gratifi- 
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ion. at m litical friends, in common 
on a a. eye to the safety and last- 
ing happiness of the nation, cannot be doubted. 
e are alike anxious, and resolved, if possible, 
though we may differ in some respects about the 
means, to save the country. When I say coun- 
try, 1, of course, do not mean those fell destroy- 
ers of its rights, peace, safety, and honor, whose 
misdeeds have brought upon the people the suf- 
fering under which they smart, the burdens which 
force from them deep groans which are heard 
throughout the land. No man feels a more tho- 
rough sovereign contempt for the wicked authors 
of our afflictions than I do; and if it is said, in 
contributing to the relief and salvation of the 
country, I incidentally relieve them, I justify, by 
replying, even such men must be relieved in pref- 
erence to certain national bankruptcy, and the 
overthrow of the freest form of Government 
known on the globe. Let the tempest-beaten 
vessel of State be first brought into port, I will 
then join gentlemen in throwing the treacherous 
pilot overboard. Now is not the time to put all 
at hazard by rash and untried acts of violence. 
The ship is sinking, I will give a hand to the 
pump. The temple is in flames, I will hand a 
bucket. : 

Such is the perilous situation of the country, 

visible to every eye, and plain to every under- 
standing, that unless a combined effort is made to 
rescue us from the dangers which are seen on all 
sides, I do fear our case is desperate, our ruin irre- 
trievable, that we are lost irrecoverably. But, 
sir, while there is yet life there is still hope. I 
will not, must not, dare not, abandon the country. 
If deserted by its true friends now, it will sink so 
low, that it cannot hereafter, under the guidance 
of other councils, be re-elevated to that pinnacle 
of honor, dignity, and glory, from which it has 
been dashed by heartless and corrupt men in 
their despicable contests for personal aggrandize- 
ment. If the country, two years hence, is to be 
governed by wiser and abler men, I see no reason 
to conceal the opinion that the sooner a good and 
sufficient system of revenue and a well regulated 
bank are organized the better. They will be ne- 
cessary instruments for those who may succeed 
the authors of the burdens, which must constitute 
the basis of a system imparting efficiency and 
ability to the national finances. If we can save 
the vessel of State from being wholly wrecked, 
the easier it will be to repair and rig her out 
again. But most certain it is, if our affairs are 
suffered to goon in their present downward course, 
a few months hence, I might point to the naked, 
crumbling columns of your Capitol as a type or 
symbol of the Government. 

Let, then, a united effort be made to save the 
country. But, at the same time, be it understood 
that we are not to withdraw our opposition to 
those unconstitutional measures, and that perni- 
cious policy of Government, which are adopted 
with no other view than that the party in power 
may be more firmly seated in power, and the bet- 
ter enabled to persevere in their mischievous ca- 
reer, This we cannot do, without abandoning 
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our most sacred duties, without a base dereliction 
of those well tried principles which have stood 
every test and passed through every ordeal for a 
long series of years. No, sir, we cannot be ex- 
pected to add fuel to the flame by which we our- 
selves are consumed ; to feed the fever which is 
raging in our veins; to become the architects of 
our own ruin; to assist in forging chains for pos- 
terity, if not for ourselves. 

I confess, sir, I have the less difficulty in voting 
supplies, and uniting to recover public credit, 
since the disclosures made to the House by the 
President in relation to the discussions at Ghent. 
Anterior to that communication, the resolution 
had been formed, as far as I might be supposed 
to be entitled to political consideration, to join in 
measures for defence. Although I believed the 
war was unjust and wicked in its origin, yet a 
state of things had arisen out of the revolution 
in Europe, the threats of devastation by the en- 
emy, and his increased ability to execute his men- 
aces, which rendered it necessary to unite in ob- 
jects of defence, and to strengthen the arm of 
Government for that purpose. Although de- 
clared, the war is not now continued from mo- 
tives and designs foreign to this people. On the 
contrary, the Administration has humbled itself, 
to a degree exciting commiseration, to obtain 
peace. Without violating “ the injunction of se- 
crecy,” which locks up from the eye of the people 
the most interesting part of the despatches, I will 
advert merely to such parts as are public. I say, 
then, I have the less difficulty in voting sup- 
plies, because the Administration has changed its 
ground since the revolution in Europe, and come 
over to my opinion and views of the fair terms of 
peace. As the contest now stands the question 
of blockade no longer presents difficulties. That 
of impressment, ay, of impressment, is abandon- 
ed by the very authors themselves of the cabalis- 
tic words “free trade and sailors’ rights!” The 
Napoleon notion of floating colonies is also dis- 
carded, since its author has himself been consigned 
toa state of colonial dependence, being struck 
from the list of continental potentates, though he 

reserves all the forms of royalty in his little 
liomion, not so large as the possessions of some 
of our Southern dons, with their thousands of 
acres and battalions of blacks. The question of 
“ free ships, free goods,” is also put at rest. The 
right of visit and search is impliedly conceded, 
and the flag is not to cover the crew. It is not 
three months, sir, since I myself saw “ free trade 
and sailors’ rights,” floating in proud defiance on 
your flag at the battery of the White-House. The 
mystic words were written on the star spangled 
banner, which our naval heroes carried into the 
very British Channel, where it waved in triumph. 
But, alas! your Hulls, Decaturs, Perrys, and Mc- 
Donoughs, now know that the President is con- 
tent to waive the question of sailors’ rights, and 
to give the go-by to that of “the flag’s covering 

the crew.” They now know from what sources 
and what motives proceeded all the delusive, 
senseless uproar about sailors’ rights, by the very 
men who have struggled in times past to degrade 


our Navy, and, in their own words, “ would have 
gone further to see it consumed by fire than to 
extinguish the flames.” Yes, sir, these heroes 
may now ask, for what have we fought glorious 
battles, achieved brilliant victories, opie our blood, 
plucked the brightest gem from the British dia- 
dem, when cowardice “had torn down the flag 
which valor had nailed to the mast.” 

I may be complained of, sir, for these digres- 
sions, but, if we are to trace our difficulties to 
their source, we must mount higher than to this 
or that particular error and act of folly, which 
has characterized the vicious system of polities 
so long persevered in, to the disgrace and ruin of 
the country. The root of the evil is not this or 
that blunder, that or the other piece of deception 
and mischief, but it is the political system of Ad- 
ministration, not only in relation to the finances, 
but to the general policy of the Government. It 
has been tried, fatally tested, and has led, and 
can lead to nothing but disappointment, suffering, 
and disgrace. Let it, then, > abandoned at once 
and for ever, or all efforts to preserve the country 
will have but a temporary effect, and be produc- 
tive only of increased difficulties hereafter. 

Mr. Speaker, it once was the pride and happi- 
ness of the country—and I bring back the recol- 
lections of gentlemen to the period, with bitter 
feelings of regret—to flourish under the benign 
influence of a political system, which experience 

roved to be conducive to our fame and welfare. 
referring the people’s good to the people’s favor, 
the party now in the minority introduced and 
faithfully adhered to that system, which raised 
the nation to an unexampled state of prosperity 
and happiness. Its results are now matter of 
history, Unfortunately for the country, it was 
misunderstood, systematically misrepresented and 
decried by the demagogues of the day, and finally 
rejected by a majority of the people. Yes, sir, a 
false and erroneous understanding of it was im- 
d upon the minds of the deluded people, and 

it was discarded, because they knew not its value. 
Even after we were denied by the people, it con- 
tinued our chief care—the slanioth object of our 
ambition—the sole motive to exertion—to pre- 
serve to the country what had been already gained. 
We betrayed no unwillingness that our succes- 
sors should reap the glory and benefit of our 
institutions, provided, only, that they were pre- 
served to the country. hen, at the last, the in- 
furiate passion of party, and the unrelenting spirit 
of persecution, succeeded in overthrowing and 
sweeping away most of those institutions, we 
should sull have been content, if the great objects 
for which they were designed—the peace, honor, 
and safety of the country—could have been pre- 
served. They have all been destroyed, and cov- 
ered up in the same grave. Gentlemen now feel 
and acknowledge the loss of one of those noble 
institutions—the National Bank—and they would 
recall it, to relieve them from difficulties which 
cause distress and dismay throughout the land. 
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they who legislate upon party principles mus; 
expect their measures to react upon themselves. 
Did it not involve the dearest interests and safe; 
of the country, I should rejoice that retribution 
has at last overtaken the men who have inflicted 
such deepinjuriesuponus. Suffer, greatly suffer. 
they must; but, the country !—we suffer with them. 
the innocent and the guilty alike, except the cop. 
solation which a good conscience never fails to 
administer. 

Mr. Speaker, when I reflect on what our coun- 
try once was,and might still have been, and what 
it now is; when I think of the blessings thrown 
away, and the miseries induced ; my indignation 
against the cool, remorseless, perverse plotter of 
our afflictions and perils, is ready to burst forth 
on this floor in disorderly exclamations. My heart 
almost overflows with mingled grief and indig- 
nation. Daily dol expect the happening of some 
great event—the coming of some awful public 
calamity—to be decisive of our fate. A war of 
wide-spread, cruel desolation, threatened by a pow- 
erful and exasperated foe; the Union shaken to 
its very centre, and tottering to a fall ; with a Gov- 
ernment bankrupt in fortune and in fame !—and, 
yet, where are we; what doing; what have we 
done? Where are we? Look around! seated 
on a barren heath, amidst ruin; surrounded by 
the loathsome objects of our dishonor; indebted 
to the Vandals for the roof that covers us; the 
Government itself paralyzed—chained down, as 
it were—by the drowsiness that precedes death! 
And, yet, gentlemen seem perfectly at their ease— 
tranquil as the andistarbel moonbeams that play 
upon the gently-waving billows. They repose 
in the delusive idea that there isnodanger. The 
sentinel upon the watch-tower has told them “all's 
well.” hen the midnight robber has sellied 
forth from his covert, and prowls about the streets 
for prey; when the mercenary has clapped his 
torch, and the city is wrapt in flames; the perfid- 
ious watchman, “’twixt sleep and wake,” cries 
from his box, all’s well ! 

Sir, at this moment the cold, icy hand of death 
is on this people. The agony cannot be of long 
continuance; the crisis must soon be over. And. 
if we are doomed to fall, as a punishment for our 
sins as a nation, the day will have come when the 
blindest party zealot will acknowledge that but 
one man stood between his country and its sal- 
vation. God knows, sir, no one more devoutly 
and fervently wishes, than | do, that he may be 
inspired with the wisdom, virtue, and energy, t 
save the nation. Bat, all is dark and cheerless. 
I see no lambent ray of hope gilding the dreary 
prospect before us. The handwriting on the wall 
points to our fixed destiny. It is written in char- 
acters so glaring and so legible that he who runs 
may read. When, says the greatest moral phil- 
osopher of any age, did distress ever oblige 2 
Prince to abdicate his authority? This bars up 
every avenue of escape. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop; but I will no! 








That cannot be; it is too late; the dead cannot | leave the country in so forlorn and desperate 2 
be restored to life. ‘To use the language of the | condition. No, sir, I will address myself espe- 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Cauuoun,) | cially to this body, holding as it does now, with 
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the other branch, the destinies of the nation in its 
hands. Let them act with promptitude and vigor, 
and, in the language of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, resolve not to delay another moment in 
every Constitutional effort to save the country. 
If they attempt to violate the Constitution, they 
must sprinkle it with blood—with my blood ;— 
for, I will not outlive the liberties of my country. 
Under the Constitution, the country can be saved, 
or let it fall. Consign this bill at once to the 
fate it merits. Adopt at once measures to revive 
public credit—to unite the people and fill your 
armies. Nec gentiwm quies sine armis, nec arma 
sine stipendiis, nec stipendia sine tributis. 

My voice and arm are with you in every just 
and Constitutional measure for the defence of the 
country. Energy, wisdom, and virtue, will yet 
save the Republic. If we have them not; if we 
cannot bring ourselves, regardless of considera- 
tions of popularity, to discharge our sacred trust 
like men—like patriots; let us take the advice of 
the honorable member (Mr. Fisx:) leave our 
seats, and render back our powers to the people. 

When Mr. Hanson had concluded— 

Mr. Ca.noun, of South Carolina, followed, 
in reply to some points of Mr. Hanson’s speech, 
and in energetic defence of the bill. 

[During the speeches of these gentlemen, both 
of them were called to order more than once by 
the Speaker, who earnestly endeavored to pre- 
vent the introduction of personal matter into the 
oe 

Mr. Grosvenor said he laid claim to no par- 
ticular knowledge of the practical rules of bank- 
ing. Like other gentlemen, he had studied the 
works of those who have been acknowledged the 
great masters of the science of political econo- 
. But as many of their dogmas upon this 
subject had been refuted, and most of their rules 
had been exposed to doubt, if not to subversion, 
by the experience of modern times, he could not 
consent to detain the House with a repetition of 
them, however well they migit subserve his 
purpose, or decorate his argument. Such a rep- 
etition would be the less excusable, as it was not 
necessary to his purpose; for it was not his in- 
tention to discuss the question as to the practica- 
bility of establishing, at this particular crisis, any 
bank which could aid the Government, and fur- 
nish a circulating medium for the nation. 

_ This great question had, he said, been exam- 
ined with much ability and eloquence by gentle- 
men on both sides of the House; and if he could 
concur in all the opinions, either of his friend 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Gasron,) or his col- 
league, (Mr. Oaxk.ey,) or his friend from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Wessrer,) he should certainly 
vote against any bank, however strongly founded 


or artfully modelled. : 
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however varied and dissimilar, clearly tended. 
In this conclusion he was not yet ready to con- 
cur with his honorable friends. I shall not, said 
Mr. G., attempt to conceal that many views of 
this subject which I had entertained, and many 
opinions which I held to be sound and correct, 
have been swept away by the reasoning and elo- 
quence which have proceeded from them. Yet, 
sir, they have stopped far short of producing a 
conviction in my mind, that a bank may not now 
be framed, which, toa great extent, shall not fur- 
nish immediate relief to the Treasury, and a cir- 
culating medium to the nation. Whether this 
be practicable, however, or whether it be not, it 
is not my intention to examine. My objections 
to this bill cannot be affected by deciding this 
question ; they rest on grounds totally distinct 
from any considerations so general, and so uncer- 
tain; they arise from the peculiar character of 
the bill itself; from the untempered materials of 
which it is constructed, and from the visionary 
character of its details. 

To give the House full possession of his objec- 
tions, Mr. G. said, it would be necessary to treat 
of topics, already much discussed, perhaps ex- 
hausted. As much brevity as was compatible 
with a clear view of them, he would promise. 

A single glance, said Mr. G., at the miserable 
condition to which our unhappy country is re- 
duced, must convince us all, that a vigorous and 
an immediate effort for her relief must be made, 
or she will surely perish. 

With the authors of this mighty wreck and 
ruin, I will not talk of concert or union. I know 
them only as the spoilers of the choicest heritage 
with which.the Almighty Father ever blessed a 
people. Were they only in jeopardy, I would 
raise my voice only to say, “sink, go to the bot- 
tom,and God speed your passage for the salva- 
tion of our country.” 

No, sir, | speak only for our country ; for the 
country of our birth, where the bones of our 
fathers rest in the Lord, and where, in good time, 
we must sleep by their side. For that country, 
crying for succor, almost in the agonies of disso- 
lution, I invite the aid of her worthiest sons. 

I speak for the Union; that sacred temple 
which our fathers modelled into proportion, and 
delivered to us, only as a deposite for posterity. 
To this Union, rudely shaken by foreign war and 
intestine disorder, threatened with utter destruc- 
tion by the weakness and madness of those very 
men appointed to guard and preserve it, | would 
| ask the watehful care of all its friends. 

I speak for the Constitution of our country, 
written and hallowed by the founders of our na- 
tion. To this Constitution, soiled as as it has 
been, by the boorish hands of ignorant politicians, 
deformed as it has been by the tinkering projects 


_ They had, he said, with an energy of reason- | of sciolists, daily trampled on by the fiery zealots 
ing, and eloquence of language, distinet to be| of party, 1 would, even yet, point as a sacred 


sure in the manner, but common to all of them, 
attempted to show, that in these times of peril 
and universal distrust, the project of a National 


thing, and most earnestly ask, is is not worth 
preserving ? 
Sir, the Constitution, the Union, the country, 


Bank would be both dangerous and useless to the | cannot be saved, but by immediate and powerful 
nation. To this conclusion, their arguments, | exertion. 


What is in truth our condition ? 
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In the third year of a war, declared in vain 
defiance, and with ignorant gasconade, you at 
length fiod all your means and all your efforts 
inadequate even for defence. In the nature of 
things, this war has become entirely defensive; 
‘and happy shall we be, happy beyond all our 
hopes, if by any exertion we shall be able to de- 
fend from invasion the ver soil where, but forty 
years ago, the banner of independence first floated 
in the breeze. So far in the nature of things is 
conquest on our power, that, in the next 
Summer, all the means of the nation, all the 
bravery of the people, and all the energies of the 
Government, will be indispensable to preserve 
our cities from conflagration, our States from 
subjugation, our Government from dissolution. 

As a first and indispensable requisite to these 
objects, we turn to the Treasury, and there the 
most appalling views are presented. We find it 
empty, approaching bankruptcy. All confidence 
in the promises of Government is gone; and 
public credit has become a spectre haunting the 
place where it once had flourished. 

In this situation, any supply from any existing 
resource is utterly hopeless. Such in brief is the 
state of our finances; on the sombre picture I 
will not enlarge ; the portrait is indeed disgust- 
ing. That it does not in any shade belie the 
original, I appeal to the faithful and forlorn 
sketch, presented in the letter of Mr. Secretary 
Dallas, this morning read to the House. Sir, it 
is folly to talk of defence, it is madness to hope 
the preservation of the Union, unless your credit 
can be revived, your finances restored, and your 
Treasury replenished. 

The great object of the Federal Union was 
the “common defence.” If you finally fail in 
this grand object, the end for which the Federal 
Government was established, is wholly aban- 
doned. Can you wonder, then, if the States, 
forced to defend themselves, shall seize the first 
opportunity to dissolve a Government, efficient 
for the destruction of their peace and prosperity, 
but wholly unable to avert one evil which its 
weak or rash conduct has brought upon them ? 

Money is not only the sinew of war. In mod- 
ern times, it is the mainspring of every machine 
of Government. It is the sinew of our Union; 
and if your Treasury shall become finally and 
irretrievably bankrupt, the grand ligament of the 
States is severed, and we are lost as a nation. 

_ These, Mr. Speaker, are the honest convic- 
tions of my mind. Can I hesitate, then, to vote 
for any just and Constitutional plan, which, in 
my judgment, will provide a revenue so indis- 
pcr for the defence of my country? Can 
hesitate to vote for any practical and Constitu- 
tional measures, which will fairly promise to re- 
vive credit, improve the public finances, and 
replenish the Treasury ? 

The general plan of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in my judgment, embraces the only 
practical measures which afford a rational pros- 
nem of either temporary or permanent relief. He 
as proposed to revive and sustain public credit 
by the only means now within our reach. We 
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are to resort no longer to those popularity-hunt. 
ing measures, those vicious expedients for reve. 
nue, which have produced the overthrow of oy; 
finances, and all but ruin to our country. 

We are no longer to be satisfied with vain and 
fabulous statutes, with high-sounding titles, pro. 
fessing “the payment of the whole national 
debt,” but proving in the end delusive and wick. 
ed. ~The“ moral sense” of the nation—that worn 
out hack of our unfledged financiers—is not again 
dressed up to deludesthe nation, and insult jts 
creditors. The ample resources of the country, 
its money and its capital, are now to constitute 
the pledge; a pledge which, in other countries, 
has proved an unbending and durable pillar of 

ublic credit; and which, if promptly made, and 
aithfully continuing, will, in our own, prove its 
restorer and abiding supporter. 

These are.the wise and only means to revive 
and sustain our credit recommended by the Sec- 
retary ; and, entirely unknown as he Is to me, | 
will not withhold from him the praise which | 
think he merits for the fidelity and intrepidity 
with which he has performed this unpopular, 
but great and indispensable duty. But, so rough- 
ly has public credit been treated by the financial 
quacks who preceded him, so long has it been 
the victim of patent nostrums and cancer doc- 
tors, that it has languished almost to the grave. 
With the most skilful treatment, its recovery to 
health and vigor must be slow and protracted. 
By the report trom the Secretary, in unison with 
the report from his predecessor, it is certain, that 
to comply with fe contracts during the pres- 
ent quarter, you have yet unprovided a supply of 
thirteen millions of dollars. This must be prompt- 
ly obtained, or the operations of the Treasury 
are arrested, and your Government is dissolved. 

How is this sum to be obtained? Not by 
loans, in the present condition of the stock mar- 
ket and of your credit. You have now in the 
market, at least, forty millions of stock, reduced 
in price to seventy-five oreighty percent. While 
this stock continues in the market, at this de- 
pressed value, no loan can be contracted ; or, if 
it can, upon no better terms than the market 
value of this stock. The only practical remedy 
is to remove this stock from the market, or, by 
some act of yours, to raise its value, and thus to 
deliver the Treasury from an insuperable bar to 
a new loan. The general measures for the revi- 
val of credit to which I have before alluded 
might finally accomplish this necessary work. 
But it is apparent they would accomplish it too 
late to afford any present relief to the Treasury. 
Hence, in anticipation of these measures, some 
plan, competent to obtain the object, seems to be 
indispensable. 

For this purpose and to accomplish this object, 
itis presumed, was one of the views of the Sec- 
retary in the plan of a bank, which he has pro- 
jected and recommended to the House. Is the 
plan so entirely chimerical, as has been repre- 
sented? By authorizing a subscription of this 
depressed stock to such a bank, you would raise 
its value in the market, and thus relieve the Gov- 
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ernment, in contracting a new loan, from all 
competition with it. You would do more; you 
would relieve the capitalists and banks from the 
heavy load which now presses them to the earth, 
and you would inspire them with both the dispo- 
sition and the ability to aid you in another loan. 


:. In the meantime your general plan of finance 


for the revival of your credit would be felt in 
the er And if it should answer the 
hopes of all; if it should revive confidence, and 
restore the credit of the nation, you might then 

roceed to contract new loans to the extent of 
the ability of the country. It is in this way, in 
my apprehension, Mr. Speaker, that the bank 
proposed by the ce would afford the 

rompt relief so indispensable to the Treasury. 
ao not perceive in it those visionary qualities 
which have been so liberally ascribed to it. In 
every respect, I deem it preferable to its rival and 
substitute, now on your table. But, sir, we have 
been told that these are the mere visions of ima- 

ination. My friend from North Carolina (Mr. 
Guseon) has told us, that the war stock will 
still remain in the market; that its conversion 
into bank stock will be idle and illusory, because 


it will still press upon the country, and meet the 


Government in every attempt at another loan. 
Mr. Speaker, this objection is founded on the 
notion that the stock itself, and not the depressed 
price of it, is the obstruction to the Government; 
directly the reverse, I believe to be the state of 
the fact. I would ask my friend whether, if this 
stock, even in its present condition, could be ele- 
vated to its par value, there would be any diffi- 
culty in contracting another loan? He has not 
pretended there would be any. Surely, then, if 
the bank be of any value, the subscribable qual- 
ity attached to the stock must raise its price, and 
although its character be only changed, and it 
remain as bank stock in the country, the object 
is accomplished, the road is clear to the Govern- 
ment for another loan, and the Treasury is re- 
lieved. 

The gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
CaLuoun,) perceiving this obvious conclusion, 
attempted to fortify the objection of my honora- 
ble friend. He declared that the surplus capital 
of the country was exhausted ; therefore it was, 
and not because your credit was shaken, that the 
stocks already created found no purchasers; and 
their price, like that of any other commodity 
with which the market is surcharged, has fallen. 
And hence he contended that though, by the plan 
of the Secretary, the price of the stock would be 
raised, yet all efforts for another loan would be 
hopeless. 

Mr. Speaker, if this opinion of the honurable 
gentleman be well founded, then indeed have we 
& prospect before us, dark in the extreme. 

I will not detain the House to examine the 
position. Perhaps it is impossibie, from the data 
we here possess, to arrive at any certain conclu- 
sion upon the subject. The honorable gentleman 
has not attempted to sustain it by facts or rea- 
ie He has advanced it as a mere hypothe- 
sis. [shall content myself with avowing my 
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firm belief, that it isan hypothesis without foun- 
dation. It is not that your loaning capital is 
exhausted, but that the confidence of the capi- 
talist in your wisdom, integrity, and policy, is 
entirely departed. It is not that no surplus cap- 
ital remains unemployed in the country, but, 
that your credit has sunk so low that they who 
hold it will not confide it to your faithless hands. 
That this is the fact, is proven by events dail 
presented to our view. The States have no dif- 
ficulty in procuring loans to any extent which 
their exigencies demand. Even your towns and 
cities are intrusted with millions. At the very 
time that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
advertising the credit of the Government, and 
calling, in vain, for money upon terms and con- 
ditions the most —- and ruinous, your 
cities had but to open their subscriptions, and 
millions were at once obtained upon the ordinary 
and legal premiums. Do you want other proof, 
Mr. Speaker, that the hypothesis of the honora- 
ble gentleman is utterly unfounded, and there- 
fore that his objection is entirely fanciful ? 

If I am mistaken in this, sir, then I admit the 
objection to be conclusive and fatal to the plan 
of the Secretary. But does not the honorable 
gentleman perceive that his objection is equally 
fatal to his own system ? that he has presented 
a dilemma, on the horn of which, his own off- 
spring must hang and surely perish ? 

If the capital of the country is exhausted; if 
the market is already saturated with public stock, 
will the gentleman tell me, what is to become of 
the Treasury notes which his plan is to pour 
forth in a stream of millions? Through what 
magical process is it, that after they have fluttered 
their hour on the public stage, they are to trans- 
port themselves into six per cent. stock, and set- 
tle quietly into the vaults of his mammoth bank ? 
If the surplus capital is exhausted, if all is al- 
ready gone, the process is utterly impossible. 
Surely the remorseless hand of the parent has 
wrung the neck from his own bantling. 

I stop not here, sir. If this hypothesis be cor- 
rect, why are = contriving novel schemes for 
the revival of public credit? Why a sinking 
fund? Why a pledge of taxes? Abandon all 
this unwieldy apparatus of financial machinery. 
You have it seems mistaken the seat of the dis- 
order. You are applying plasters to the head, 
when you should be administering tonics to the 
stomach ; you are bleeding and blistering a body 
politic already exhausted. Quit at once all this 
quackery ; take the opinion of this learned doc- 
tor. Your credit is in full health—it needs no 
physician; the capital of the nation alone lan- 
guishes! Restore, then, to the nation her life 
blood, the vital principle of her prosperity ; re- 
store her commerce, her agriculture, her peace. 
This is your only remedy—the only prescription 
which can rescue her from dissolution and the 
grave. a 

Mr. Speaker, with my friend from New York, 
(Mr. Oaxcey,) I am ready to say that this is the 
only effectual remedy remaining in your hands. 
Peace, and peace alone, can staunch the deep 























and bleeding wounds of our country. But, until 
that-blessed messenger shall arrive “ with healing 
in his wings,” we have nothing left but our own 
arm for defence and preservation. If the hypo- 
thesis of the gentleman be correct, that arm has 
become too feeble for any purpose of safety. 
Attempt not to stretch it forth; its form is de- 
stroyed; its strength is withered; its very sin- 
ews are blasted. 

I have hitherto fondly hoped that this nation, 
even under her present Government, was amply 
competent to her own defence; that, palsied as 
she is by the councils of rashness and of a 
her own energies would burst spontaneously 
forth, and strike to the earth even the gigantic 
enemy who meditates her ruin. But if the hy- 
pothesis of the honorable gentleman is correct, 
my fond hopes are ended. If all your surplus 
capital is gone, this war must close on any terms, 
or the union of these States must follow it. For 
vain will be the attempt to wrest, by oppressive 
taxes, from the industry and the annual income 
of the people, those annual millions, which de- 
fence itself will annually consume. But, sir, I 
hope, and I believe better things of our condi- 
tion. I believe we have capital still remaining 
to be loaned; and that nothing is necessary but 
the prompt and vigorous application of the means 
yet within our reach to bring that capital to the 
immediate relief of the Treasury. 

Mr. Speaker—another, and the prime object of 
a bank, is to furnish a circulating medium for the 
nation. We have not. we never had a currenc 
of gold and silver, which ever approached a suf- 
ficiency for the business of the country. Banks, 
incorporated by the States, have issued paper, 
which for twenty years has constituted the great 
mass of our circulating medium. By means of 
the National Bank, which three years ago was 
immolated at the shrine of party resentment, the 
General Government retained an indirect, though 
inadequate influence over this State paper. But 
from the period when that bank was dissolved, 
this country has exhibited the monstrous absur- 
dity of a Government “charged with the care 
‘of the integrity and prosperity of the Empire, 
‘ without any direct or indirect control over its 
‘currency.” What has been the consequence ? 
These State institutions, in no way responsible 
to you, have so managed as to render the cur- 
rency of the nation suspected and uncertain, and 
thus have embarrassed all your fiscal measures. 

No loan can be paid you, but in this State paper. 
On this side of New England, as has been de- 
monstrated by my friend from New Hampshire, 
(Mr. Wessrer,) this paper has depreciated to an 
alarming extent. In the very inception of a loan 
you have the certainty of a loss to the full amount 
of thisdepreciation. From the loss of confidence 
in these State institutions, and from the limited 
circulation of the paper, you encounter almost in- 
superable embarrassments in its expenditure. 

aper issued from banks south of the Potomac, 
and west of the Alleghanies, is almost worthless 
north of the Delaware. The notes of Maryland 
and Pennsylvania produce to you enormous losses, 
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and even bank bills of the North must be paid : 


out within a day’s journey of the bank which 
issues them, or the same consequences follow, [p 
this situation, it must be obvious, that a national 
currency, equal in value throughout the country 
and founded on a competent capital, is a sine qua 
non toany system of loaning, which will not pro. 
duce ruin to the country. 

Whether the plan of the Secretary can furnish 
such a currency, is certainly problematical ; per. 
haps the case is at present without remedy. [py 
this country itis an uatried experiment. Butl have 
no hesitation in averring, that I think it to the ful] 
as likely to attain this great and desirable object, 
as the novel system on your table, which has be- 
come its substitute. 

Mr. Speaker, when I speak of the plan of the 
Secretary, 1 would not be understood as embra- 
cing all its details. In relation to those details, | 
accord in opinion with my friend from North 
Carolina (Mr. Gaston ;) I consider them errone- 
ous inevery view. Theappointment of five direc- 
tors by the President, the total prohibition of the 
sale of the stock, the compulsory loan of thirty 
millions to the Government, and the arbitrary 
power reposed in the President, to compel a sus- 
pension of specie payment, are in my opinion, fea- 
tures which deform the plan, and will prove the 
most inveterate enemies to its success. On this 
subject, I think, not a man can doubt, who a- 
tended to the conclusive reasoning of my honora- 
ble friend. It would but diminish its irresistible 
force, for me to attempt to fortify his eloquent ar- 
gument. I rejoice, sir, that those details have 
been stricken from the bill; and as they are 
equally inconsistent with the principles and the 
successful operation of the former plan, as they 
are with that on the table, I most sincerely trust 
they will never be suffered to accompany any 
system which shall receive the sanction of this 

ouse. 

Before I quit this part of the subject, I beg the 
attention of the House toa topic which I consider 
of no little importance, as it relates as well to the 
justice as the permanent fiscal policy of this Gov- 
eroment. I mean, sir, the interests and claims 0! 
the holders of the stock, which the Secretary 
proposes to place in the bank. 

Mr. Speaker; when I speak of these mez, | 
speak of gentlemen, few of whom are known (0 
me—l1 hold them, like all other men, ‘‘ enemies !0 
war, in peace friends.” 

In no way, am I partialto them. On the con- 
trary, I have no doubt that the pecuniary aids. 
which they have furnished for the prosecution o! 
this war, have proved most injurious to our coun- 
try. If they had withheld their aid, the storm of 
war must have ceased to roll onward; and peace, 
an honorable and advantageous peace, would long 
since have blessed the nation. A peace, to which 
at this moment every member of the Adminis 
tration would think it happiness to fly, from the 
evils which are accumulating on their guilly 
heads, 

It is not wonderful, therefore, that the honora- 
ble friends who sit around me should regard the 
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conduct of these gentlemen with disapprobation. 
and look to their claims with coldness, if not with 
antipathy. Yet, sir, they are the legal creditors 
of the nation, entitled to the same justice and 
with those who became creditors before 
And if Iam sure of anything, depending 
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them. 


+ on the judgment of man, it is this: that whatever 


\ may be the feelings of my honorable friends, those 
' feelings will not for a moment be suffered to con- 
trol their conduct, upon a question of such vital 
_ and permanent consequence to the nation. 


But, sir, 1 would ask the authors and supporters 


” of the war on this floor, how it consists with the 


plain principles of gratitude and honor for them 


* to treat these creditors with reproach or their 


’ whole machinery of Government and war. 
+ procure these loans, all the arts of persuasion and 
> remonstrance were played off upon the public ; 
’ “Jives and fortune and sacred honor” men stood 
* aloof—the whole machinery of war was disor- 
dered, and about to run down. 


claims with indifference ? 
They relied on loans to keep in motion wn 
o 


In these critical moments, these men stepped 


~ forth and saved you from disgrace abroad, and in- 


A 


 dignation at home. 
~ of the market in their offers. 
> tions were ee to you and injurious to 
- yourcountry ; 


aetna ees 


They went to the very top 
True, the condi- 


ut let them not be blamed for this, 
for prudent men even then believed, that, by giv- 
ing you their property on any terms, they exhib- 
ited a lunacy or folly amply sufficient to consign 
them to the care of a guardian or conservator. 
Under these circumstances, is it for you to re- 


_ proach them—you, to whose interests they have 


devoted their fortunes, all but their honor? Is 
such the Republican gratitude of modern times 
and of modern politicians ? 

When it has been stated that the bill on your 


table would, by the new and enormous issue of 
_ Treasury notes, produce the ruin of these men, it 
-has been coolly answered—are we their guar- 


dians? Are we responsible for their rain? Are 


_ we bound to more than a strict compliance with 


of our contract. 


the terms of our contract? An honorable gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Lownpes,) with 
unusual ability and eloquence, has attempted to 
prove that this bill violates neither the justice or 
equity to which they are entitled. 

With that honorable gentleman, so well quali- 
fied as he is to decide this question, not only by 
the strong powers of intellect, but by those lofty 
and honorable feelings which adorn his character, 
lam unwilling to disagree. I would yield much 
to his opinion. 

Strict justice and equity, perhaps, require no 
more of us than a rigid compliance with the terms 
But as we have not contracted 
to furnish a bank for the reception of stock, nor to 
refrain from an emission of Treasury notes, we 
may, perhaps, refuse the former, and perform the 
latter, without any violation of our faith. Cer- 
tainly we may do so, if, upon a candid view of the 


_ whole ground, the safety of the State or the es- 


sential interests of the people shall require either 
at our hands. 


13th Con, 3d Sess.—22 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


United States. 








interests of the country require, nothing else is to 
be taken into consideration than the mere terms 
of our contracts? Is it not the first dictate of 
justice and genervsity, that you should pass be- 
yond the legal forms of your contracts. and take 
especial care that those who have confided their 
fortunes to your faith, from which there can be 
no appeal, should not be ruined by any course of 
fiseal policy which you may resolve to pursue? 
If this be not so—yet, I would again ask the hon- 
orable gentleman, are there not considerations of 
higher import, and more durable consequence, 
which you must respect? I mean the permanent 
interests of the nation itself. 

In modern times, loans are the great and only 
resources of Government in their wars. With- 
out a resort to the system of loaning, in some 
form, not a Government of modern Europe would 
have survived the universal tempest which has 
shaken them all to their deepest foundations. To 
preserve such a resource to a Government, the 
course of her fiscal policy must regard the inter- 
ests of her creditors, and speak undoubted secu- 
rity to those who possess the surplus capital of the 
country. 

In this important science, it is not degrading to 
receive the lessons of experience, even from our 
enemy. The credit and the finances of England 
had languished for nearly a century, under the 
influence of a fiscal machine called a Sinking 
Fund, not unlike our own miserable institution, 
having the same name, for the last twelve years. 

Io the year 1784, when Mr. Pitt became the 
financial minister of England, he found her finan- 
ces inastate of rapid decline, not unlike our 
own at the present period. Her credit was im- 
paired; her stocks consequently low; a debt of 
enormous amount, and daily increasing ; without 
sufficient revenue to discharge the annual divi- 
dends as they became due to the creditors. In- 
stantly, resolving to triumph over every difficul- 
ty, he risked his popularity and his place, that he 
might perform the great duties which he owed 
his country. He increased the taxes, funded the 
floating claims on the Treasury, and adopted 
safe and energetic rules for organizing the 
finances. 

In the year 1786 he established a sinking fund, 
on principles which promised undoubted success. 
But, in the year 1792, upon the suggestion of his 
great rival, he introduced into his system that 
grand improvement iu finance which will render 
his name as immortal as the fame of his country. 
Henceforward, under each loan, taxes were to be 
placed and inviolably pledged, sufficient annually 
to discharge the interest, and one per cent. upon 
its principal, until its entire extinetion should be 
accomplished. By this improvement, not the 
slightest departure from which has ever been al- 
lowed, the creditors of England have become an- 
nuitants, and her loan annuities determinable, at 
periods more or less distant, according to the price 
of stocks in the market. 

But this acknowledged chieftain of modern 
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financiers did not stop bere. He knew that the 
capitalists of the country, who were also her cred- 
itors, were his only sure resource in times of na- 
tional alarm. Their interests were cherished in 
ail his fiscal policy; they were constantly con- 
sulted in the formation of all his plans; and his 
measures were arranged upon principles of an 
enlarged policy, embracing in its scope, what he 
considered inseparably connected, the interest of 
the creditor and the public credit of his country. 
Hence it was, that though the black cloud of de- 
struction hovered over his island for twenty 
years; in the darkest hours of a long, eventful, 
and mortal struggle, in which his country was 
engaged for her existence; even in that day of 
despair, when the colossal tyrant of France ar- 
rayed his myriad of slaves, and threatened to 
pour them across the Channel, he never for a 
moment lost the confidence of the capitalists of 
his country, but was always able to elicit sup- 
plies equal to his wants, and on conditions mod- 
erate and advantageous. 

Mr. Speaker, if you would preserve to your 
Government a similar resource, pursue the exam- 
ple of this great minister; and then, though this 
war should continue, and tenfold darkness should 
settie on your prospects, you will fasten to your 
interests a body of men able and willing to suc- 
cor you in the day of your deepest distress. 

But, sir, what a cold and sickening contrast 
does your policy present. Like “the Jew of Ven- 
ice,” you refer all to “ your bond.” Your “ bond” 
becomes the substitute for your judgment—the 
rigid test of your justice and gratitude. When, 
standing on the very verge of ruin, your creditors 
cry to you for preservation; you point to the 
bond, and in cool triumph ask, “is it there writ- 
ten?” They show you that your policy is their 
total destruction, and invoke you to spare them; 
you point to your contract, and exclaim, “ Here 
‘is our warrant. We havea right to a pound 
‘ of flesh, and we will have it, though your heart’s 
* blood shall stream upon the knife.” 

Go on, Mr. Speaker: Perhaps, in these days of 
disorder, policy and justice are no more insepar- 
able. It is possible that, in the vicissitudes of 
modern times, human nature has, also, been revo- 
lutionized. If so, your policy may be well adapt- 
ed to the actual condition of things. Go on, sir; 
it may be that the mind of man is no longer in- 
fluenced by the same motives—excited by the 
same objects, as in former days. It is possible 
that experience has become a mere idle babbler, 
and history an instrument of deception. If so, 

our course may prove triumphant. It is possi- 

e that, with the clamors of thousands whom you 
have ruined sounding in your ears, you may pass 
at once to the destruction of other thousands. 
But, sir, believe me, if “man is yet man,” with 
the destruction you will now work will end your 
power of mischief. Do not believe—be not mad- 
men enough to hope—that after you shall have 
coolly perpetrated the ruin of your present cred- 
itors, you will find others, idiots enough, to 
throw their fortunes within “the scope of your 


policy.” 
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I turn now, sir, to a particular examination of 


the bill before you. The bank to be incorporated 7 


by this bill, is modelled. on the novel plan of the 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (M;. 
Rename and its objects are the same as wer, 
those, intended by that, for which it has become 
a substitute. Indeed, with the exception of the 
right of the Government to subscribe, which jg 
stricken from this bill, the bank will present the 
same proportions of stock and specie, a capital o/ 
the same complexion and consistency, subject 1 
the same objections, and in its operations opposed 
by the same obstacles which have been supposed 
conclusive against the success of the first project, 
The grand distinction between the two projects 
is this: The first plan relied on loans for the te. 
lief of Government, and was modelled for the 
purpose of rendering loans practicable. This 
plan renounces all hopes of future loans, and pro. 
poses, as a succedaneum, the issuing of twenty. 
four millions of Treasury notes. And on these 
notes alone is the Government to rely for present 
relief, and for all its supplies during the ensuing 
year. These Treasury notes are intended to 
range awhile through the country asa currency, 
pass into a solid mass of six per cent. stock, settle 
quietly and in full eredit into the vaults of a 
bank; and, assuming there yet another shape, to 
flutter forth, and constitute another circulating 
medium. Sir, the process is captivating in theory. 
charming to the fancy; but, unless 1 am much 
mistaken, it is one of those splendid visions which 
the noble science of alchymy has often produced, 
to mortify the pride and disappoint the hopes 
of man. It has no practicable qualities, and the 
danger is, that while you are pursuing the unsub- 
stantial vision, admiring its varied colors, and 
fanciful forms, the mighty bubble will burst, and 
leave you in the midst of mortification and despair. 

It will be perceived, Mr. Speaker, that should 
these Treasury notes make their grand tour ever 
so brilliantly, before they arrive at the vaults of 
the bank they settle down into stock, just like the 
stock now existing, of no more value in itsell 
and combining no superior qualities. And there: 
fore it was that I stated, when this bank shall 
have passed its periods of danger, and issue forti 
a full grown bank, it will be in no wise better 
calculated to aid the Government or furnish 
national currency, than a bank formed of the 
stock already existing. In this respect, the two 
plans are upon a level. It is to the process, to 
which I have above alluded, that I object, as il 
lusory, and highly dangerous to the country. 
Your Treasury notes never can be kept at par; 
they will probably never reach the bank at all; 
and if they do so, it will be after they have 
scourged the land by a dreadful depreciation, aud 
through the ruin of thousands who shall hold 
them. 

Let it not be forgotten, that the adoption of 
this plan precludes all hopes of contracting loaas; 
indeed, it professes to become an entire substitute 
for the system of loaning. In three months from 
the passing this bill, the whole twenty-four mil 
lions must issue forth, like the locusts of Egyp'; 
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to scourge the land. For the supplies even of 
the present quarter, your Treasury must obtain 
thirteen millions of dollars, or your contracts 
must all be violated. During the first quarter of 
the next year you can expect but little aid from 
taxes; yet your armies must be recruited and 
paid. Preparations of vast magnitude for the 
next Summer must be made; for then you must 
engage ina mortal struggle, upon the issue of 
which you have placed the existence of the coun- 
try. The issuing of these notes will be your only 
resource. Loans, I repeat it, will be out of the 
question. You not only will have left the pres- 
ent stock a massive drug in the market, pressing 
to the earth the moneyed men of the country, but 
you will have added to its weight by masses of 
new stock in the form of Treasury notes. In the 
nature of things, therefore, you will be bound to 
issue all the notes in your power to put forth. 
Do you imagine that they can be circulated at 

r upon your credit alone? Those who believe 
so, have but little knowledge of the worthless 
state of public credit. They have not seen the 
contractors tremble, the merchants frown, the 
farmers scowl, and the speculators laugh, at the 
very name of public credit. Sir, such an expec- 
tation is utterly fallacious. 

f all paper, Government bills are the most 
unfit for a circulating medium. I might read 
from the pages of tne great founder of your whole 
financial system, arguments conclusive, to show 
the wide difference between a paper medium, de- 
pending upon the faith of Government alone, and 
that which is founded on the capital of a private 
bank. The former has no bounds to its issue, but 
the discretion which generally becomes another 
name for the exigencies of the Government. It 


_ is always suspected, always received with doubt 


and hesitation, and, therefore, always depreciates. 
While the latter, founded on solid capital, always 
protected, regulated, and restrained by the honor 
and integrity of the directors, fortified by the in- 
terest of the stockholders and the existence of the 
bank, all of which are jeopardized by an over 
issue, comes to the public with the strongest title 


_ to their confidence, and is generally received and 
_ circulated. The works of the lamented Hamil- 
_ ton are now before me; I will not detain the 
_ House, but refer them to his argument upon this 


interesting subject. 

If these objections in the general are well 
founded, it does appear to me, that the peculiar 
qualities of the paper contemplated by this bill, 
will render it a mere burlesque on the very name 
of a circulating medium. Experience has proved 
that it is essential, perhaps a sine qua non, toa 
circulating medium, that it should bear its value 
on its face. It cannot be clogged with qualities, 
which render calculations of its worth a pre-re- 
quisite to its daily circulation. But these notes 
are to bear an interest of five and three-quarters 
per cent.; their value will vary with each pass- 
ing day. Can a currency thus encumbered pass 
freely along, through the illiterate classes of the 
community ? No, sir, it is fit only for a nation 
of mathematicians; and if you issue them, every 
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farmer must have at his elbow a Zerah Colbourn 
to carry on the ordinary transactions of society. 

To surmount these difficulties, however, the 
honorable gentleman proposes a resort to the 
tricks of the Treasury. This paper, and this 
alone, shall be received in taxes. Mr. Speaker, 
this expedient may be ingenious, but in my opin- 
ion, like the rest of the machine, it is wholly im- 
practicable. Your Treasury notes never will be 
sufficiently diffused to furnish the people with a 
medium in which to pay the taxes. Besides, sir, 
such a plan, if successful, would drive back to its 
vaults the notes of every State bank, and render 
their charters nearly worthless. Hence, sir, in 
self-defence, to preserve their existence, you would 
force the State banks into a combination to re- 
sist and defeat a measure which would produce 
their ruin. They would all refuse your notes. 
The great body of influential citizens, interested 
in the preservation of the State banks, would be 
arrayed against you. Your notes might pay 
taxes, but good care would be taken that they 
should pay nothing else. In such a struggle your 
defeat would be certain. Distraction would be 
introduced into your medium; its circulation 
would be impeded, and an indefinite depreciation 
would leave you to lament the injustice of your 
attempt. 

Mr. Speaker, never was such a circulating me- 
dium issued and sustained at par, under similar 
circumstances, by any Government. I would 
appeal to the experience of European Govern- 
ments; I would remind aa of the assignats of 
France, at the mention of which. justice frowns 
and policy blushes—I would appeal to your own 
experience. 

It might be improper to point to the close of 
our Revolution, to describe the mere spectre of 
public credit which survived, and the consequent 
destruction of the Government paper which filled 
the country. But look at the few Treasury notes 
which are now abroad; they are receivable in 
taxes; they are shortly due at the Treasury; yet 
you may purchase them in the market, from five 
to twenty per cent. under their par value. Let 
gentlemen read their errors in their own expe- 
rience. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the honorable gentleman did 
not much rely on these expedients tosustain hissys- 
tem. The bank was his grand and final reliance; 
the bank is the stay and staff of his plan. This 
bank is to act asa kind of alchymical engine, by 
which worthless paper is to be turned into gold, 
the sickly credit of the nation restored to health, 
and the mighty operations of the Government 
and of the war sustained and regulated. And 
this wonderful engine is to work in this wise: 
The books of the bank are to be opened, and the 
flood of paper, as it rushes from the Treasury, is 
to flow rapidly, and regularly, and monthly, into 
the reservoir, just as the deep and placid current 
of a mighty river flows to the bosom of the ocean. 

Suppose, Mr. Speaker, the river should meet 
some unsurmountable obstruction cast across Its 
channel, its smooth course should be interrupted, 
and its flood should be beaten back towards its 
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source. It would rush from its bed, roll over the | tent, risking their hard-earned fortunes in specy. 
fields which before it had nourished, and leave | lations novel and uncertain. 
the country a stagnant pool, charged with pesti-| When I heard the honorable gentleman from 
lence and death. So, sir, if in the vicissitudes | South Carolina (Mr. euenpeiating upon the 
to which all mortal projects are exposed, this | wide diffusion of these notes, whereby the tarmers 
flood of paper should be obstructed in its course, | of the North and the South, and the East and the 
it would settle down upon the community, full | West, would be furnished with an opportunity to 
of the seeds of fiscal pestilence and ruin. participate in this great national speculation, | 
My honorable friend from New York, (Mr. | could consider it in no other light than as a rhe. 
Oak .ey.) perceiving this danger, and its obvious | torical flourish to attract favor to his project; | 
consequences, thinks there is a remedy within | considered it as a mere “springe to catch wood. 
our reach. By legislative acts, he would have | cocks.” And the House must have been amused 
the Government so restricted that they should | to observe how suddenly the honorable delegate 
issue this paper no faster than it should be able | from Missouri (Mr. Easton) was noosed. He 
to pass into the bank, and then the danger would | actually prevailed on the House to open a sub. 
be averted. Does not my honorable friend per- | scription, somewhere in the forests of the Wes:, 
ceive, that the invention of such a provision would | near, as I am informed, the fur settlement on Co. 
render the whole project a felo de se? When | lumbia river. 
you have adopted this system, and voluntarily | Mr. Speaker, I could not but be diverted at the 
abandoned all hopes of loans, you will have no | amusing little contest upon this subject, between 
resort for supplies but to this Treasury paper; in | the honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
truth, when you enter on this plan there is no /and his friend from Vermont (Mr. Fisk.) The 
retreat. “You set your life upon a throw, and | latter gentleman did not hesitate to declare that 
you must stand the hazard of the die.” Accord- | he saw the ruin of his party lurking in the provi- 
ing to the exigencies of the Government you must | sions of this bill. “ Why,” said he, “ the capital- 
continue to issue your paper, and, if the bank fails | ‘ ists alone can buy the Treasury notes and form 
to receive it, the evils I have described are ine- |‘ the bank. Those who belong to the Adminis- 
vitable. If there is reasonable doubt upon the |‘ tration are exhausted. The Federalists will 
subject, you ought to pause long, and reflect well, | ‘ therefore get the bank, and with it dash out the 
before you hazard the venture. What is it you |‘ brains of the Administration.” And he threat- 
put at hazard? Not your bank alone, but all the | ened to take his hat, make his bow, and bid 
character and credit that remains to you; all | good night to the Administration, sooner than to 
preparation for the deadly straggle which awaits | stay here and be blown up by this gunpowder 
you. If there is much hazard in the game, you | institution. 
are made to place your life upon the issue. Should} The honorable gentleman from South Carolina 
you lose, all is lost; the dissolution of the Union— | rose to quiet the apprehensions of bis friend. He 
the subjugation of the States are consummated. | seemed to agree that the capitalists attached to 
In solemn truth, Mr. Speaker, the chances are all | the Administration might have been somewha' 
against you; not one doubt of your loss remains | surfeited with the paper potions they had too 
in my mind. liberally swallowed ; but he essured his friend 
May I ask, said Mr. G., how these bills are ever | that one sure resource remained to the party.— 
to escape from the Treasury into circulation? |“ Have we not,” he exclaimed, “the rich yeo- 
Thiok pr that capitalists will buy them of you |‘ manry of the country on our side? Are they 
at anything like their par value? Will you put |‘ not the pride and boast of our party? And will 
them forth as a currency under par; thus stamp- |‘ not our yeomanry aid our loans, and assist in 
ing them with the image of death before they |* the establishment of our bank ?” 
issue from the womb? Nothing of this is prac-| And he seemed to conclude, that his friend 
ticable. No, sir, if they gofurth at all, they must | might safely let his hat hang on its nail, and coo- 
pass to your contractors, your commissaries, your | tinue to sit and to vote, until something more 
soldiers, and your sailors—to any of your credit- | substantial should “push him from his stool.’ 
ors who prefer your paper to your parol promise. | ‘he gentleman from Vermont, though evidently 
Hence, it is possible they may pass to others, and | puzzled by this bold appeal, appeared to me not 
thus obtain a partial circulation among the mer- | entirely satisfied. I saw a smile on his face, 
chants, farmers, and mechanics. | which seemed contemptuously to say: “ Yes, yes, 
But, sir, are we deluded enough to expect that | we have the rich yeomanry with us; and they 
these men will place them in the bank? All their | have their cotton fields and their corn fields, but 
active capital is necessary for their ordinary pur- | will they convert them into loans? They also 
suits; essential to put in motion and extract profit | have their pigs and their poultry, but will they 
from their own fixed property. To establish | place themin your bank?” Sir, the plain practl- 
banks, is as far removed from all their views and | cal common sense of the gentleman from Ver- 
objects as it is inimical to their pursuits and in- | mont taught him, that all the talk about the wide 
terests. Sometimes, when a bank has been long | diffusion of this Treasury paper, to afford oppor- 
established, and has gained reputation for prudent | tunities to our farmers to subscribe to the bank, 
management, this class of men do invest small | was the airy creation of inexperience and enthu- 
sums in its stocks, both for profit and security ; | siasm. ' 
but never do you find them, to any material ex-| Does the gentleman from South Carolina, 10- 
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from New 


ct any material aid in establishing his 
oat feo this warhy class of our citizens? The 
experience of this war should correct his error. 
Your late loans were authorized to support this 
just and necessary war; to prosecute your holy 
crusade against the Canadas. Of course, every 


motive of patriotism would impel “our yeoman- 


ry” to step forth with all their means. Your 
Government called loudly for the aid of its friends 
Was its voice heard by “our yeomanry?” Let 
the gentleman step to the Treasury, and see how 
much of the late loan has been taken by the plain 
farmers of Kentucky, the proud planters of Caro- 
lina, the lords of the soil of Virginia? He will 


| find a beggarly account of pitiful subscriptions. 


Even now, sir, when your Treasury contains 
not one dollar, when this honest and glorious war 
is about to expire, merely for want of nourish- 
ment, where are these patriotic supporters of Ad- 
ministration? You have loans unfilled—your 
Government in tones of deep anguish call for suc- 
cor, and yet “our rich yeomanry.” whoare able to 
invest millions in bank stock, are nowhere to be 
found. They abandoned their leaders and their 
war in this their darkest and most perilous hour. 

Did I believe that these men were exclusively 
supporters of this war, and that they had the 
ability to furnish aid, I should view them as the 
most sordid of mankind. But believing directly 
the reverse, and not having a doubt that the sur- 


| plus capital, which must create loans and bank 
| stock, rests with them but in a very limited ex- 
tent, they are subject to no reproach. 
| part, to perform their political duties with fidelity, 
_ and to wrestle morning and evening with their 


It is their 


God, to deliver their country from its two most 
dreadful scourges, the war and the authors of the 
war. 


Mr. Speaker, the capitalists of the country | 
_ must convert the Treasury paper into bank stock, 

_ or it will remain unconverted. By capitalists, I 

_ mean those enterprising men who have accumu- 

_ lated masses of active and surplus capital, for the 

_ purpose of venturing it in great and advantageous 


speculations. 

Have these men, at this time, the ability to 
perform the process? You have nothing to hope 
ngland. Her citizens have their 
money and their capital safe at home; and you 
will not find them idiots enough, in this tem- 
pestuous season, to venture it on the ocean, in 
any vessel that you can build and rig and navi- 
gate. From the capitalists south of the Hudson, 
and from them only, must you expect aid. It is 
a mistake to suppose the depressed war stock to be 
in few hands. ‘The original contractors retain, 
comparatively, but trifling portions of the whole 
mass. [t is widely diffused among these capital- 
ists, and unless, by some act of yours, its market 
value is elevated, it will paralyze all their efforts 
to afford any aid to your project. 

The banks, too, are groaning under the weight 
of this depressed stock. They have received it in 
pledges and in payment. It lies useless in their 
vaults, and clogs even their operations. [ have 
not a doubt of the fact, that from this cause, more 
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than any other, they have been forced to suspend 
their specie payments. And, I think, nothing is 
hazarded in saying, that they never will resume 
them, until this cause shall be removed. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if we grant the ability, shall 
we find the disposition? What are the induce- 
ments for any man to purchase your notes at 
par, and place them in the bank? Is there any 
profit to justify the speculation? Sir, if the 
friends of this bank are at all accurate in their 
descriptions of it, instead of inviting, it will deter 
any prudent mao from venturing money in it. 

The gentleman from South Carolina thinks it 
will be at first a weak institution, capable of per- 
forming but little business; that it must slowly 
feel its way, discounting cautiously, and he hopes, 
by such a course, it may survive itsinfancy. My 
friend from New York (Mr. Oak .ey) says, it is 
strictly a six million bank, and to that capital 
must its business be limited. And my friend 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Wesster) has no 
doubt it will perish by the draining of its specie, 
if it should issue paper equal to one-half of its 
specie capital. If these gentlemen are near the 
truth, then it is indeed a poor bank—a very beg- 
garly institution, well calculated to devour ca 
ital, but with a wretched capacity to return profit. 
To obtain dividends on six millions of capital, 
it is supposed that men of fortune will be so weak 
as to convert twenty-four millions of property 
into six per cent. stock, and lay it by in the vaults 
of the bank, safe to be sure, but almost wholly 
unproductive! Such fanciful hopes can never 
be realized. 

But my friend from New York has remarked, 
that in this respect the two plans are on a precise 
level. If there would be no adequate inducement 
for moneyed men to invest their property in this 
bank, neither would there be for the holders of 
the present stock to invest it in the bank recom- 
mended by the Secretary. My honorable friend 
has not treated this subject with his usual saga- 


city. 

The cases are entirely dissimilar. And so are 
the motives, which would excite to investments 
in the different banks. The present holders of 
the stocks are already committed. Their stock 
is now a drug in their hands. It threatens them 
with ruin. The motive they would have to com- 
ply with the terms of the bill, and obtain specie, 
would be, therefore, strong and irresistible—the 
elevation of the price of their stock, the rescue of 
themselves from ruin. In the present case there 
isno such motive. Here no risk is already in- 
curred. The only motive is a profitable specula- 
tion—the only inducement, positive gain. It is 
apparent, that while on the Secretary’s plan the 
present holders of stock would fly to the bank as 
a refuge from ruin, on the present plan, the na- 
ture of the institution might, and probably would, 
forbid any capitalist from approaching it. 

If, in peaceful and prosperous times, this bank 
might present a fair speculation, and obtain am- 
ple subscriptions; yet, can it be hoped, that pru- 
dent men would venture their fortunes in it, in 
these times of dismay and peril? Look around, 
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sir. From abroad, invasion is menaced of every 
part of your extended coast. Our cities, the 
reat depositories of our surplus wealth, have but 
eeble assurance of safety. The storms of war 
are beating on our country from every quarter of 
the heavens. What is our condition at home? 
The foul spirit of party sits like a bloated incu- 
bus upon the Cabinet, and turns all its counsels 
to rashness and folly. Like the fabled Gorgon, 
this foul fiend catty mounts this very Capitol, and 
scattering the snakes of discord among the peo- 
ple, he calls them, in tones of fury, to civil com- 
motion and bloody violence. The Constitution 
has received deep, perhaps mortal wounds. War, 
in his iron chariot, is rolling through the land, 
crushing, with its heavy wheels, our civil insti- 
tutions, those bulwarks of civil liberty. The 
Government totters from untimely decrepitude. 
And the very temple of our Union, toppled from 
its base, is ready to be dashed to the earth, and 
to leave the country encumbered with its frag- 
ments. This country resembles the strong man 
filled with wine, his head full of delirious vis- 
ions, and mad projects of ambition and vengeance, 
revolving vast projects, and deciding on prompt 
and vigorous exertion; but his limbs are palsied, 
his nerves are withered, and he lies, supine on 
the earth, huge, disgusting, and impotent. 

To what fate we are destined is unknown to 
man. We have been borne along to our destruc- 
tion almost with the rapidity of the lightning. 
And it is not for human foresight ever to von- 
jecture whether the God of our fathers has finally 
forsaken us, and whether the end of our Republic 
is at hand. In such “crazy times,” think you 
that men, who possess sane minds, will embark 
their fortunes in any vessel whose safety depends 
on such commanders, such pilots, and such a crew 
as you can furnish? 

ut, Mr. Speaker, suppose I am mistaken in 
all this. If there are men able and willing to 
urchase the Treasury paper and transmute it to 
bank stock—the very process of transmutation 
will be destructive tothe country. Such men, 
if they exist at all, exist for the most part in our 
cities, and are closely connected by the strong 
band of common interest. In these moneyed 
operations, their interests lead them to act united 
and in concert. What will be their conduct in 
this business ? 

Finding your Treasury notes wholly unsup- 
ported, and beginning to descend, they will leave 
them to take their downward course, Nay, they 
will aid their descent, certain that they will re- 
main at all times within the reach of their coin. 
The strong interests of these men will impel 
them to such a course, and they will surely pur- 
sue it. And thus the whole machinery becomes 
disordered by the very agents upon whom you 
rely to keep it in motion. Immediately, and of 
necessity, your paper will greatly depreciate. 
Will the Government, then, suffer me to repeat 
the question, Will the Government thea stop its 
issues? It has no alternative—the gate must 
continue hoisted, and the stream must continue 
running. 
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The valy period has now arrived so eloquently 
deprecated by my honorable friend from North 
Carolina (Mr. Gaston. 
clamorous—give them “assignats.” 

Your sailors demand their wages—out with , 
new edition of Treasury notes. 

Your armies clamor for arrearages. Dare yoy 
refuse them? Remember the tragedy at New. 
burgh—it may be attempted in yourday. There 
are Armstrongs still alive to excite rebellion, by 
no WASHINGTON remains to parry its fury and 
gave the country. A new swarm of “assignais” 
will be the dreadful and the only remedy. 

Your paper will rapidly reach its lowest poigt 
of depression. And now it is that the remorse. 
less speculator will begin to prowl for his prey. 

The war-worn soldier, as he halts slowly and 
painfully from Canada, must surrender the price 
of his blood for half its value. 

The widow and the orphan of him who in your 
battles has laid his bones amid the snows of the 
North, must sacrifice their little all for a lean sub- 
sistence. Some of you witnessed, we all have 
read and have wept, the fate of the ruined sol- 
diers of the Revolution, The same picture will 
be now presented, only on a larger canvass, and 
with more tragical coloring. 

I appeal to those who belong to the dominant 
party. Have you forgotten the history of those 
days when the debt of our independence was 
funded? Your party then, with the present 
Chief Magistrate at its head, professed to be the 
soldier’s friend and champion; and the country 
rung with your clamors for a discrimination of 
the debt. So strongly did you then profess to 
feel for the soldier, that you were ready to vio- 
late the most solemn contracts to save him from 
the loss of depreciated money. What is now 
your conduct? You are about to adopta system 
which will bring the soldiers of your present 
armies to the same loss and the same condition. 
You are not contented even with this. In this 
bill, you consummate the whole transaction; you 
not only frame the engine by which the soldier 
may be defrauded, but you provide an asylum 
to which the agents who shall defraud him may 
fly with their spoils and set at defiance all humaa 
justice and power. You do not intend this cry- 
ing iniquity. 

No, when the crisis shall arrive, when yout 
paper shall sink to half its nominal value, when, 
like voracious sharks prowling the ocean, the 
speculators shall range through every village, 
seizing the miserable victims of their cupidily, 
then will you step boldly forth, and cheered by 
the approving voice of the people, which now 
would thunder indignation against the measure, 
you would consummate your goodly work, by 
that eeprconee political sin a tender law. 
This bill will lay the sure foundation for such 4 
measure. 

1 appeal to the friends who sit around me- 
Are you ready to support a system which will 
press on to this consummation of ruin, with a step 
“steady as time, certain as death?” 

The plan of the Secretary may be vicious. 
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- and then plunge into such an abyss of embarrass- 


4 evils I have anticipated, here, in the face of the 
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_ tion of the bill. 


amendment as well as debate—which demand 
_ was seconded by a vote of 62 to 59. 
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of en Hubbard, Hungerford, Hulbert, Irving, 
Jackson of Rh 

Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Macon, Markell, Miller, 
Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles, Schureman, Sharp, Sheffey, Stanford, 
Sturges, Taylor, Telfair. Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, Winter, and Yancey. 


———ooeesessOSSEEEESSvmamTua_a__awywsms’ 

i hurtful in detail, this is the very 
pace = in its principles. If that would 
injure the couotry, this is the very box of Pan- 
dora, from which will surely issue the most dread- 
ful evils which ever scourged and cursed a people. 
Better that our Republic be struck at once from 
“the great firmament of nations,” than that she 
should linger a few monihs of rayless existence, 


ment and misery. 

Mr. Speaker, I may be mistaken in all these 
forebodings of evil. If the bill shall pass, and 
rove beneficial, my country will owe me no 
thanks for the boon. But if it shall produce the 


nation, 1 wash my hands of all the consequences. 

When Mr. Grosvenor concluded— 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, assigning as a rea- 
son therefor his anxiety to expedite the public 
business, and proceed to the adoption of those 
measures which the times imperiousiy demand, 

uired the previous question. 

he call was sanctioned by a vote of 73 to 71; 
but some misapprehension of the question having 
taken place, a second count took place, after some 
little confusion, and there appeared to be 62 for 
the previous question, and 70 against it. So the 
call was not duly sanctioned. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Macon and 
others, as to the effect of striking out the first 
section of the bill—which some appeared to think 
would have the effect to destroy the bill— 

Mr. Hanson, to save difficulty in that respect, 
withdrew his motion to strike out the first see- 


Mr. Jounson then renewed his demand of the 
previous question—which precludes all further 


The previous question was then put in the 
following form, viz: “Shall the main question 
be now put?” and decided by yeas and nays. 


) For the previous question 75, against it 67, as 


; follows: 


Yzras—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Avery, Barbour, 


_ Bard, Barnett, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, Cannon, Chap- 
_ pell, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, 
_ Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, 


Shay sae 


Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Findley, Fisk 
of Vermont, Forney, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, 
Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, Mc- 
Kee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, 
Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, Rich, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Skinner, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Tannehill, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, 
and Wilson of Pennsylvania. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Bayly, of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, 
Bradley, Brigham, Burwell, Calhoun, Cilley, Clopton, 
Cox, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Du- 


vall, Ely, Farrow, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gaston, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins 
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ode Island, Kent of New York, King of 


The requisite number having required the main 


question to be put, it was put on the engrossing 
the bill for a third reading ; and was decided in 
the negative. For the motion 49, against it 104, 
as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Barnett, Bines,. 


Bradley, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, 
Condict, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuth- 
bert, Duvall, Earle, Findley, Forney, Gaston, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Harris, Hasbrouck, Irving, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lowndes, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Oakley, 
Pearson, Pickens, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Robert- 
son, Sevier, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, Taylor, 


Ward of New Jersey, Winter, and Yancey. 
Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Avery, Barbour, Bard, 


Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, 
Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Brown, Burwell, 
Cilley, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Dana, 
Daven 
vania, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Frank- 
lin, Geddes, Gholson, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hanson, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, 
Lyle, Macon, Markell, McCoy, McKim, Miller, Moore, 
Moseley, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pickering, 
Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, William 
Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Ruggles, Sage, 
Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Sturges, Taggart, 
Tannehill, Telfair, Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wilson of 
Pennsylvania. 


rt, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsyl- 
enoyelles, Desha, Ely, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, 


So the House decided that the bill should not 
be read a third time—in other words, that it 


should be rejected. 


Mr. Forsyta, of Georgia, then rose, and said 
he had voted in the majority against the bill; 
and was, therefore, at liberty to move a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken. This motion 
he did make with a view to retain the bill still 
in possession of the House, in order to recommit 
it—that the House might aot be deprived of an 
opportunity of passing a bank bill during the 
present session. 

Mr. Miter, of New York, observed, that he 
was opposed to the reconsideration of the vote 
which the House had just given. Gentlemen 
who favored the establishment of a National Bank, 
had urged a reconsideration, with a view to as- 
certain if they could not meet on some middle 
ground, and reconcile their conflicting opinions. 
Those who were in favor of a bank, but differed 
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merely as to the details, might well vote for a re- 
consideration. Mr. M. said he was opposed to 
the establishment of any bank, and no shape 
could be given to it which could induce him to 
vote for it; and as the gentlemen who had spoken 
on the question had not taken a view of it, which 

recisely presented the oe on which his ob- 
jections rested, he would beg leave to trespass 
one moment on the time of the House. 

Mr. M. found no hesitation in saying, that he 
considered Congress had unduubted power to es- 
tablish a bank; and he would say, too, in his 
judgment, that power had been discreetly exer- 
cised in the establishment of the old Bank of the 
United States. He said he had listened with 
much attention and instruction to the remarks 
which had fallen from the advocates of both the 
systems which had been presented in the discus- 
sion, and he did not think either of them free of 
objections; yet, had he been persuaded, that, un- 
der present circumstances, it would be proper to 
establish any bank, he might perhaps have agreed 
to one of the projects which had been presented. 
He doubted, however, the propriety of any more 
banks in the present alarming state of our coun- 
try—paper money had depreciated, and suspicion 
was so much afloat, that he could out travel the 
credit of almost any bank, in three hours ride, 
on any post road. He doubted the propriety of 
adding to this flood of bank paper, and feared it 
would hasten the return of that singular spectacle, 
when “a debtor will be seen persecuting his credi- 
tor with unrelenting punctuality, and paying him 
without mercy.” He could not but doubt the 
propriety of increasing the issue of paper money 
at this time. 

But, Mr. M. said, his objections did not stop 
here; he had understood, throughout the whole 
debate, that this bank was part of a system of 
finance; he doubted the propriety of placing re- 
liance on a bank, for bringing any considerable 
revenue into the Treasury ; he thought the proper 
office of a bank was to facilitate the collection of 
revenue created in some other way. If, as had 
been avowed, the object was to create a revenue 
by means of the bank, he considered it competent 
for him to look beyond the means, and inquire 
what was the object to which these means were 
to be applied? He was free to confess his opin- 
ions had undergone a complete revolution on this 
subject. At the commencement of the session, 
he had felt ne disposition to withhold supplies of 
men or money; he arrived at this conclusion, in 
the belief that the conquest of Canada had been 
abandoned, and that our resources would be di- 
rected to the defence of the country. His opin- 
ion in favor of granting men and money, had 
been fortified by the despatches from our Minis- 
ters at Ghent. Under these impressions, he had 
lately visited his constituents, (by permission of 
the House,) and, in free conversation with his 
friends, had told them he should vote, not only 
for the bank, but a full system of finance; and 
would moreover agree to the most efficient Con- 
stitutional measures which might be devised for 
filling the ranks of the Army. This was his de- 


termination when he left his district, and this de. 
termination was not altered till he read Mr. Mon. 
roe’s letter, which came out io favor of conscrip. 
tion! Mr. M. feared that letter might be cop. 
sidered as expressing the sense of this House 
as well as that of the Administration. He hoped 
he might be mistaken; but when he read the 
law of the Legislature of the State of New York. 
and understood that a similar law was in pro. 
gress before the Virginia Legislature; when he 
saw before him the bill which had passed the 
Senate, and the one which had been laid on jij; 
table from the Military Committee of this House 
he could not but consider them all as giving 
“dreadful note of preparation.” : 

Mr. M. considered that be had a perfect right 
to discuss the question of conscription on the pas. 
sage of this bill; he contended that on any bill 
which seeks to raise money, it was a legitimate 
inquiry to ask the object for which the money 
was wanted, and if it was for an improper object, 
the money ought not to be granted. But he did 
not intend, at this time, to enter into a discussion 
of this question of conscription ; he had no doubt 
some occasion would shortly present, which would 
bring this question directly before the House; in 
that case he might, perhaps, trouble them witha 
few remarks. In the mean time he could not 
forbear to say that he had not been able to dis- 
guise from himself, and he had no wish to con- 
ceal from others, that he viewed this subject with 
horror and alarm. He was opposed to it in all 
its aspects, and would not give it any aid directly 
or indirectly. 

Mr. M. said he had of late considered this bank 
as part of a system to raise money for the con- 
quest of Canada, by means of a military conscrip- 
tion. He considered himself, therefore, bound by 
every motive of duty and of patriotism to oppose 
it; and he would oppose it. He should not only 
vote against the reconsideration of the question, 
but, once for all, he wished it to be understood, 
that, until the question of conscription was dis- 
posed of, he should on the same ground vote 
against any bills for men or money which could 
by any possibility be used for that object. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Fisk of Ver- 
mont, and advocated by Mr. Fisk of New York. 
and Mr. Farrow of North Carolina. 

Mr. Forsyta then withdrew his motion for 
the present, intimating that he might renew i! 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Catnoun moved to print the Secretary o! 
the Treasury’s letter read this morning; when 
an adjournment was called for and took place 
just before sundown. 





Tuespay, November 29. 


A new member, to wit: from Pennsylvania, 
Samuet Henverson, appeared, produced his cre- 
dentials, was qualified, and touk his seat, in the 
place of Jonathan Roberts, appointed a Senator. 

The bill from the Senate, “supplementary (0 
an act laying duties on notes of banks, bankers, 
and certain companies; on notes, bonds, and obli- 
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i iscounted by banks, bankers, and certain 
one and on bills of exchange of certain 
descriptions ;” was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

A message was received from the Senate an- 
nouncing the rejection of the joint resolutioa from 


~ this House for appointing a committee to inquire 


into the expediency of removing the sittings of 


4 Congress to some other building. 


THE INVESTIGATION. 
Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, from the commit- 


’ tee appointed to inquire into the causes of the 


suecess of the enemy, in his invasion into this 
District in August last, delivered in a report of 
very great length, together with a voluminous 
mass of documents., This report (principally of a 


> narrative character) Mr. J. moved to be printed, 


{ War. 
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together with the following documents, selected 


> from the mass laid before the Committee, as tend- 


ing to give an impartial view of the whole trans- 


> action: 


1. A report of the Army, its number and distribu- 
tion, previous to the Ist July, 1814. 

2. Letter of Colonel Monroe, then Secretary of State. 

3. Letter of General Armstrong, late Secretary of 


4. Letter from the Hon. William Jones, Secretary 
of the Navy. 

5. Letters from the Hon. Richard Rush, Attorney 
General. 

6. Communication from the War Department, in- 
cluding the orders in relation to the 10th military dis- 
trict, the requisition of the 4th July, and the correspon- 
dence with the Governors of Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
and Maryland, and with General Winder. 

7. The narrative of General Winder. 

8. Reports of Generals Stansbury, Smith, Young, 


Douglass, and Hungerford; Colonels Sterrett, Minor, 
_ Tayloe, Laval, and Beall; Major Pinkney; and Cap- 
_ tains Burch and Caldwell. 


9. Report from the Navy Department, including the 
official report of Commodore Barney. 

10. Letters from General Van Ness, Doctor Catlett, 
and John Law. 

11. Reports from the Ordnance department. 

12. Sentence of the court martial in relation to Cap- 
tain Dyson, and the correspondence between him and 
the Secretary of War. 

13. Report from the Corporation of Alexandria, in- 
——- the capitulation, and letter from General John 

ason. 


_ _ 14, Report from the Superintendent of Public Build- 


_ ings 


15. Letter from William Simmons. 


Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, observing the 
great volume of the report and documents, ob- 
jected to the printing of these papers, lest the 
length of time it would occupy should delay a 
consideration of the report. 

Mr. Wesster, of New Hampshire, (a member 
of the Committee of Investigation,) hoped the 
papers would be printed. He dissented altoge- 
ther from the manner in which that report had 
been prepared, though he was willing to do jus- 
tice to the assiduity of the chairman of the com. 
mittee in maturing the report. As soon as the 
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documents should be properly in the possession 
of the House, Mr. W. said he should think it his 
duty to make some motion on the subject. The 
report itself had indeed been a product of great 
labor—it was a sort of chronicle—but, in his view, 
it answered no one purpose for which the commit- 
tee who made it had been appointed. So far from 
clearing up the causes of the failure of our arms 
at this place, he thought it was calculated (though 
not intended) to cover up in a mass of prolixity 
and detail what he considered a most disgraceful 
transaction. 

Mr. Grosvenor withdrew his opposition to the 
printing of these papers. 

Mr. Jounson said, the House would form its 
judgment of the manner in which the committee 
had discharged their duty, from the documents 
collected by it and presented to the House, and 
from the statements of facts, and the conclusions 
which they had drawn therefrom. The com- 
mittee had deemed it their duty—and that duty 
they performed without favor or affection—to 
speak freely upon all subjects arising from the 
transaction. the development of which had been 
committed to them, except on the solitary ques- 
tion of military conduct. They bad collected all 
the facts that had come to their knowledge in re- 
lation to the military movements, and had thought 
proper to leave for the decision of those equally 
qualified with themselves to judge what better 
might have been done. If the committee had 
erred in any of their opinions, those opinions were 
subject to the will of the House. In relation to 
the mere military question, whenever the proper 
opportunity presented itself, he was not disposed 
to withhold either censure or praise, when it should 
appear to him to be due. He would venture to 
say, whatever difference of opinion might arise 
on those points on which the committee had not 
expressed an opinion, on those on which it had 
expressed an opinion, its views would receive the 
sanction, not only of the House. but of the whole 
world. In relation to himself, Mr. J. said, he 
claimed no other merit than having toiled with 
the rest of the committee in making up an opin- 
ion on the subject, &c. 

Mr. Wesster said, he should be sorry to be 
supposed to have found fault with the manner of 
execution of the principle adopted by the com- 
mittee. He complained that the committee had 
not thought proper to express any decided opinion 
on the transactions submitted to their investiga- 
tion. Although the fact was announced that the 
enemy had landed within fifty miles of this place, 
and that twelve hundred men of their army had 
overthrown all the force collected here with two 
months’ notice, no opinion was expressed of these 
circumstances. Neither would it be seen in the 
report that the burning of the Navy Yard was 
justifiable, or whether it was not an act of in- 
fatuation. 

{Here the Speaker interrupted Mr. W., and 
called his attention to the question. ] 

Mr. W. said he objected to the report, because 
it expressed no opinion, and served in no degree 
to lead the public sentiment in respect to this dis- 
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aster, and it was therefore that he proposed to 
question its correctness, &ce. He heartily con- 
curred in the motion for printing the report. 

Mr. Jounson moved to refer the report to a 
Committee of the Whole, and make it the order 
for the third Monday in December. This would 
leave the report open to discussion, in which, 
come when it would, he proposed to be in the 
front rank and not in the rear. On this, as onall 
other occasions, he should face his duty as be- 
came a man. 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, suggested the 
propriety of the report’s lying on the table until 
printed. When the House should be in full pos- 
session of its contents, they would be able to act 
on it more intelligently, &c. This suggestion, 
however, was overruled, and the reference and 
printing of the report, as moved, were both 
agreed to. 


FISCAL AFFAIRS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, viz: the motion 
to print the letter of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, yesterday laid before the House by the bank 
committee. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, said he thought the 
best course to pursue in relation to this subject, 
would be to recommit the letter to the committee 
who reported it, or to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Mr. E. said he understood the fact 
to be, that the failure on the part of the public to 
meet any payment of the public debt, had not 
arisen from any want of funds, but from the diffi- 
culty of transporting those funds. He had un- 
derstood, for instance, that there were sufficient 
funds in Baltimore to meet the payments which 
it was necessary to make at Philadelphia. It was 
important for the public to know that the difficul- 
ties adverted to by the Secretary, in his letter, had 
proceeded from causes which materially affected 
the ability of individuals to meet their engage- 
ments, and not from want of foresight in the 
financial department, or from a disregard to the 
inviolability of the public engagements. Another 
reason induced him to believe that this letter 
ought to be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. At the commencement of the ses- 
sion, that committee had reported their opinion 
that it was not the interest of the United States 
further to ae loans; they had therefore re- 
ported to the House a plan to provide for the ways 
and means of the ensuing year, not bottomed on 
loans. While their report was before the House, 
and not acted on, the new Secretary of the Treas- 
ury arrived, and took his station at the head of 
that department. The committee, conceiving it 
due to him to give him an opportunity to express 
his views:on the subject, had called on him to do 
so. In this letter to them, he had preferred a dif- 
ferent system to that they had recommended for 
the relief of the immediate exigencies of the Gov- 
ernment ; and, instead of providing for a national 
circulating medium, had relied on the aid to be 
afforded by a National Bank. Mr. E. said he 
had no wish whatever to cast censure on the Sec- 


oe 


retary of the Treasury, but to screen himself, and 
the committee to which he belonged, from cep. 
sure for any alleged deficiency in the provision 
for the supplies for the present quarter. Every 
supply asked for by the Treasury had been grante4 
by Congress—being merely a partial loan to sup- 
oly the deficiency created by sending a part of 
the twenty-five million loan to Europe for sale, 
The idea of the Secretary was, that, with the aid 
of a National Bank, he could negotiate the bal. 
ance of the loan within the present quarter, so as 
to meet the demands aguinst the Treasury within 
that period. No blame, therefore, rested on the 
Committee of Ways and Means in this respect; 
they had acquitted themselves of their duty, 
There was another reason why he thought the 
letter ought to be committed as he proposed. |{ 
there was no adequate provision for the demands 
of the present quarter provision ought to he im- 
mediately made to enable our citizens having 
unsatisfied claims on the Government to fund the 
balances due to them, or receive interest on the 
amount of them. For another reason, he thought 
the letter ought to be referred. The circun- 
stances stated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
required that some circulating medium should be 
forthwith established to prevent embarrassment 
to the Government from the recurrence of like 
difficulties. 

Mr. Forsytu, of Georgia, said he was opposed 
to the proposed reference of this letter to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, because there 
was no information contained in it, he presumed, 
which was not already in possession of the House; 
and because no scheme of finance was suggested 
in it which had not been already before that con- 
mittee, It appeared to him the gentleman from 
Virginia had misapprehended a part of the letter 
altogether, when he considered it as personally 
concerning himself. Mr. F. said he could not see 
anything in the letter which threw a censure 01 
the Committee of Ways and Means, or on any 
part of this House. He saw no general reason 
for the reference, and he could not see the force 
of the particular reason which the gentleman had 
assigned. 

The question was then taken on reference, 
and carried; and also on printing, and likewise 
carried. [For the letter, see ante page 651. | 


NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. Kiczourn, of Ohio, said he had ever con- 
sidered it to be the interest of the United States 
that a National Bank should be established, for 
the convenient management of its finances. |t 
was with satisfaction he found that to be the 
opinion of a great majority of the House, by the 
vote some time ago, oa the proposition that 
it was expedient to establish a National Bank. 
The project before the House having been reject- 
ed, he held in his hand a resolution embracing 4 
sketch of a plan which, if approved, might be put 
into the shape of a bill. Mr. K. then offered his 
resolution for consideration. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to prepare, in due form, and report to this 
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bill to establish a National Bank, of which 
ee shall be the principal, or prominent fea- 
tures, viz: It shall be called the National Bank of the 
United States. It shall be seated in the city of Phila- 


4 delphia, but may have branches throughout the Union. 


The capital stock thereof shall be fifty millions of dol- 


~ lars, divided into five hundred thousand shares, of one 


hundred dollars each. Thirty millions of the capital 
may be subscribed by individuals, companies, and cor- 
porations ; and twenty millions thereof shall be sub- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury on behalf of 
the United States. The thirty millions, subscribed by 
individuals, companies, and corporations, shall be paid 
at proper periods, as follows, viz: six millions in spe- 
cie, eighteen millions in stock created since the year 
1811, and six millions in Treasury notes issued since 
the commencement of the war; that is to say, on each 


share twenty dollars in specie, sixty dollars in stock, 


and twenty dollars in Treasury notes. The twenty 
millions subscribed for the United States, shall be 
paid in Treasury notes hereafter to be issued, or in 
stock of the United States, to be hereafter created. For 


4 the management of the bank, there shall be fifteen di- 


rectors, nine of whom shall be elected by the individual 
stockholders; and six shall be nominated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and appointed by the President 
of the United States. The board of directors shall 
appuint the president, and all other officers and ser- 
vants of the principal bank and of the branches. The 
charter to continue twenty years, and no other bank 
charters to be granted by Congress during that time, 
except to the banking associations now formed within 
the District of Columbia. Subscriptions to be opened 
in one or more places in every State and Territory, and 
in the District of Columbia, under the care of proper 
superintendents. The bank shall go into operation, so 
soon as one million two hundred thousand dollars, [as 
intended ‘welve millions of dollars,] in due proportion 


_ Of specie, stock, and Treasury notes, is paid in upon the 
_ subscriptions. The bank shall be authorized to receive, 


upon all loans it shall make, an interest at the rate of 
five per cent. per annum, and no more. When the 
subscriptions shall be filled to the amount of fifty mil- 
lions, and the same be paid in, the bank may be required 
to loan to the Government twenty-five millions of dol- 
lars, and at any time prior to the completing of that 
amount of subscription, it may be required to loan to 
Government, in that proportion, to the amount actually 
subscribed and paid in. It shall be the right and duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to inspect all the 
books of the bank, and Congress may appoint commit- 
tees for that purpose. And the President of the Uni- 
ted States shall be empowered, in certain cases, and 
during certain limited periods, to authorize or direct 
the suspension of specie payments at the bank, or to 
substitute therefor certain Treasury notes; which sus- 
pension, or substitution, with the causes thereof, he 
shall make public by proclamation; and the same, in 
like manner, to recall and revoke, when the cause or 
causes shall cease to operate; or, in case of their con- 
tinuance, to lay the same before Congress at the next 
session thereafter, that they may take such measures 
thereon as shall appear to them expedient. 


[Had the foregoing been received and adopted by the 
House, Mr. K. intended to have added the following 
proposition, viz: Congress shall have power, when they 
shall deem it expedient, to extend the capital of the 
bank to $60,000,000, by authorizing a further sub- 
scription, on the part of the United States, of $10,000,- 
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000, payable in six per cent. stock of the United States; 
and, in such case, there shall be appointed, as above, 
on behalf of the Government, three additional directors 
in the board, ] 

This motion the Speaker pronounced to be out 
of order, as, in substance and matter. the same as 
that already rejected by the House, and which, 
therefore, could not now be resumed, unless by a 
vote of reconsideration to-day. 

Mr. Kitspourn remarked, that he had not un- 
derstood that his motion would be considered by 
the Chair out of order, or he would not have pro- 
posed it. He the more readily withdrew it, be- 
cause he understood that it was yet intended to 
move a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday. 

On motion, of Mr. Eppes, the House then pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day. 


TAX ON DISTILLED LIQUORS, &c. 


The bill to provide an additional revenue for 
defraying the expenses of the Government, and 
for the payment of the public debt, by laying an 
additional duty on spirits distilled, and for amend- 
ing the act, already in existence, for taxing that 
article, was read a third time. [The additional 
tax is fixed at twenty cents per gallon on the 
quantity distilled.] 

Mr. Cannon, of Tennessee, moved to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

On this motion Mr. C. spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I have two objections to the bill 
in its present shape, which I think probably the 
House will remedy, in the event this motion 
succeed. In the first place, I object to the amount 
of the additional duty on the article on which 
we are about to increase the tax; and in the 
second place, I also object to the mode in which 
this tax is about to be laid. The double mode 
of laying the tax now about to be adopted, is 
somewhat intricate and vexatious, and I think 
would be calculated to produce much difficulty 
to the persons who collect the revenue, as well 
as all those who may be engaged in making spirits. 
Sir, said he, by continuing the tax on the capacity 
of the stills, you subject all those persons engaged 
in this business, to all the trouble, difficulty, and 
inconvenience of going to the collectors from the 
different parts of the colleetion districts, and carry- 
ing with them their securities, and giving bonds 
to the collector for the tax on the capacity, that 
you otherwise would do, were the whels of the 
tax laid in that way; and now, in addition to all 
this, you are about to subject the owner of every 
distillery, who may think proper to use it under 
this law, to the additional trouble and incon- 
venience of keeping an exact account of every 
drop of spirits made in his distillery, and render 
the same to the collector of the revenue four times 
in each and every year; to be sworn to, either by 
himself or by the person or persons who may be 
employed in attending his distillery ; this I think, 
sir, will produce much embarrassment and diffi- 
culty. It must be known to every member in 


this House, that in many parts of the United 
States—I know it is the case in the Western 
country—the owners of distilleries frequently have 
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other persons employed to attend them; and 
sometimes in the course of two or three months 
they have two or three different persons in their em- 

loy, whom they would find it difficult and almost 
impossible to collect together, and have present 
at the time of rendering to the collector their 
different accounts of the amount of spirits dis- 
tilled (during the time pointed out in this bill,) in 
which they are required to make said returns. 
Again, Mr. Speaker, a similar additional trouble 
and difficulty must be imposed on the collector. 
If this bill passes with its present provisions, 
he will certainly have to keep some kind of a 
separate book, containing the amount of spirits 
made by each person engaged in distilling spirits 
in his district, within the certain stated period, 

ointed out by this bill; he must certainly first 

now the precise amount of spirits made by 
each individual, before he can possibly know the 
amount of additional revenue to demand and 
collect from each distiller in his district. Thus, 
sir, I think I have clearly shown that a two-fold 
difficulty, trouble, and expense, will be imposed 
by this mode of laying the tax, both on the col- 
lectors of the revenue as well as those engaged 
in distilling spirits; and that, too, without the 
smallest possible benefit either to individuals or 
theGovernment. And although I would have pre- 
ferred an increase of the tax on the capacity of 
the stills, to a certain extent, because I think it 
the most certain revenue; at the same time I think 
it better to lay the whole tax on the gallon, than to 
adopt the measure now before us. Either mode 
of laying the tax I think far preferable to this 
double mode of taxation. Either of the modes I 
have suggested fur increasing the tax, 1 think far 
better than the one contemplated by the House; 
with only half the trouble and difficulty to en- 
counter, it would produce precisely the same cur- 
rent of revenue. 

The honorable nee from Virginia, who is 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
has told us that the tax laid on the capacity of 
the stills, by the former act of Congress, produces 
a certain revenue which he could not consent to 
give up, because the other mode proposed, to lay 
the tax on the gallon, was more uncertain. This 
certainly would be a strong argument in favor of 
increasing the tax on the capacity of the stills, 
because, if you increase the tax in that way toa 
certain amount, you will still continue to have a 
certain revenue to anticipate. But, sir, as it is 
contemplated to be laid by this bill, you cannot 
know what your revenue will be, derived from 
that article, until you can ascertain the amount 
of spirits made and returned to the collectors 
under the provisions of the law. And in addition 
to all this, be assured, if the tax is increased to 
this amount and in the manner contemplated by 
the bill now under consideration, it will have a 
tendency, in a great degree, to depress the business 
of making domestic spirits throughout the United 
States. The price of this article consequently 
must be vastly increased ; and all this increased 


a 
amount to the same, as respects the Government 
as a reduction of the revenue derived from thi. 
article, Certainly it cannot be the intention of 
this House to lay such enormous duties on the 
distilling of spirits, as to prevent those persons 
owning distilleries from using them, nor can jt 
at this time be the interest of the Government to 
impose such taxes on them as will in a very grea 
degree diminish the quantity made, as, by doing 
this, the very object of the law will be defeated; 
instead of obtaining a larger amount of revenue. 
than that derived heretofore, I fear we would ob- 
tain less. Sir, lL cannot see, for my own part, 
the policy of laying such heavy taxes on our in- 
fant manufactures, so useful in our country, and 
so indispensable to increase the wealth and pros. 
perity of this nation. I would think it much better 
to bear as lightly on them as possible, and endeavor 
to give them every encouragement in our power, 

But, Mr. Speaker, to return more immediately 
to the subject before you, I contend that the tay 
contemplated to be laid by this bill, is unjust and 
unequal. A distillery, the whole establishment 
of which would not cost more, perhaps, than five 
hundred or one thousand dollars, under this law 
the owner for using the same one year would pro- 
bably have to pay a tax of seven hundred or one 
thousand dollars, being as much, or perhaps more 
than the property thus used would be worth. 
If you pass the bill in its present shape, what 
would be the situation of the poor man, owning 
a small distillery of this deseription, with but 
little property of any other deseription, when 
compared with that of a wealthy citizen owning 
vast property of a different description? Why, 
sir, the poor man thus owning a distillery, whose 
whole property including the same not amount: 
ing to more than seven or eight hundred dollars, 
would have to pay to the Government for using 
his distillery one year, an amount equal to the 
value of his whole property, while his wealthy 
neighbor would be secured in the enjoyment ol 
property of perhaps ten times his amount, will- 
out paying half as much to the support of the 
Government. A law of this kind, 1 think, will 
certainly have an unjust as well as an unequal 
operation. I am willing to go as far as any mem- 
ber in this House in the adoption of such mea- 
sures as will support the Government and revive 
the public credit, but at the same time I think we 
ought to endeavor to lay our taxes and increase 
our revenue in such way as will, as near as pos- 
sible, have an equal bearing on all the people o! 
the United States, and to call on each individual 
more in proportion to his wealth, and conse 
quently his ability to pay. I am confident, if this 
bill passes without alteration, it will defeat the 
object we have in view—it wil] put down many 
of the distilleries in every part of the country, and, 
instead of increasing, may, perhaps, lessen the 
revenue. Sir, it is very far from being my object 
to throw obstacles in the way of any measures cal- 
culated to get the Government out of its present 
difficulties, nor would I have made this motion 
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intention of the House to raise the taxes on any 
other property, or articles of any description, equal 


| ante tax contemplated by this bill. But, believ- 


article or other property will be taxed 
it, 1 cannot vote for this bill as it now 
stands. I believe it to be inconsistent with those 
grand principles of justice and equality that should 
at all times distinguish the conduct of this Leg- 
islative body. Were I to give this measure my 
support, I should believe I was supporting a mea- 


ing no 


5 sure, the operation of which would be unjust 


and unequal in its operation, not only as it re- 
spects the different States in the Union, but also 
between individuals who are citizens of the same 
State. The honorable gentleman from Maryland 


g a McKim) as well as the gentleman from 


outh Carolina (Mr. Farrow.) are both opposed 
to the recommitment of this bill, because they 
think the House has previously settled the ques- 


7 tion, as to the amount of the tax. But, sir, it must 
© be recollected, when in Committee of the Whole, 
” we did determine to reduce the additional tax to 


fifteen cents per gallon, which was afterwards 
disagreed to in the House ; therefore I cannot but 
hope the motion I have submitted to the House 


| for recommitting the bill for the objects I have 


_ not be recommitted. 
’ sons to be offered for such a motion, than those 
~ which have transpired from the gentleman just 
~ sat down, the recommitment would, in his opin- 
lon, be worse than useless. 
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att Ge 


_ rect taxation should jump together, 


> stated will prevail. 


Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, opposed the motion. 


> This tax, he contended, would, in the result, ex- 


hibit as greata product from the Eastern as West- 
ern States, &c. 

The motion for recommitment was supported 
by Mr. Humpureys, of Tennessee, in an argu- 


* ment of some length, the object of which was 
to demonstrate the unequal operation of this tax 
‘as affecting relatively the Eastern or Western 
- States. 


Mr. Grosvenor said, he hoped the bill would 
If there were nv better rea- 


The gentleman, Mr. 
G. said, moaned most piteously about the unequal 
pressure of the bill; it pressed the Western States 
to the earth, while the East and the North escape 


’ the pressure. How is this made out? Why, 


says the gentleman, the State of Connecticut has 
much more property than that of Tennessee ; yet 
the land tax of the first is about one hundred and 
eighteen thousand dollars, while that of the latter 
isone hundred and ten thousand. Why, said Mr. 
G., has the gentleman forgotten that blessed prin- 
ciple in our Constitution which gives a represen- 
tation of his slaves? And does he not know that 
the consequence was, that representation and di- 
Tennessee, 


_ with nearly fifty thousand less of free population, 


' necticut. 


yet hasa number of representatives equal to Con- 
Hence it is, that the direct tax in the 
two States must beequal. The gentleman must 
thank the Southern patriots for this, and, if he 
dislikes it, join to amend the Constitution. But 


look at the indirect taxes; by the report of the 


Secretary, Connecticut has paid, of internal du- 
ties, more than fifty-eight thousand dollars, while 
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in the same period, Tennessee has paid only eight- 
een thousand dollars. Thus, sir, it is apparent, 
the complaints of the West are wholly unfound- 
ed. The indirect taxes press harder upon the © 
Northern and Eastern States, than upon the 
West. The gentleman has asked, if he should 
vote for this bill, what he should say to his con- 
stituents, when he should return home? I will 
relieve the gentleman from his difficulty ; he may 
tell them, that three years ago this nation was 
basking in peace. All the revenues for the sup- 
port of the Government were derived from com- 
merce, and the Sonnet weeneren while you were 
free from burdens. You became loud for war; 
you forced all your representatives on this floor 
to vote for war. Commerce was of course de- 
stroyed, and all our revenue vanished. To sup- 
port this war, which was in part compelled by 
you, this bill is now indispensable ; you must be 
content with deep taxation; you must “ pay for 
the whistle which you have purchased.” This 
may be the conclusive answer, said Mr. G., toany 
reproach which the gentleman may receive from 
his constituents. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, of Pennsylvania, opposed the 
recommitment. In the dispute between the East- 
ern and Western States, the intermediate ground 
was entirely overlooked; though he contended 
Pennsylvania would pay as large a proportion of 
the tax as any other State; and therefore he should 
vote for it, because he was desirous that State 
should, in the present crisis, contribute its full 
proportion. Among other things, speaking in 
support of the tax, Mr. I. said, he could not see 
why, whenever this whiskey tax came up, so many 
wry faces should be made upon it; and the amount 
of the tax could not be considered very oppressive, 
when, even after the tax was laid, a man might 
make himself dead drunk for sixpence. 

Mr. Humpureys, in reply to Mr. Grosvenor, 
who remarked, that even if the tax did operate 
oppressively, the people of the West ongnt oe 

the 
war for which they had been so ee. 
marked, with much point, on the weakness of 
thisargument. The people of Tennessee, he said, 
had advocated the war from their zeal in bekalf 
of the rights and honor of the country, which 
they believed to demand it; and it would be hard 
indeed, if they were to be taxed higher than other 
sections of the Union, because more devoted to 
their country’s rights. 

Mr. Kitsourn, of Ohio. also advocated the re- 
commitment of the bill, for the general reasons 
assigned by other gentlemen. The tax already 
in existence, he said, had suppressed or stopped 
perhaps one-half of the distilleries in his district, 
and the increase now proposed of four hundred 
per cent. on the present duty would, he conceived, 
rather reduce hae increase the revenue, as he 





endeavored to demonstrate by a number of argu- 
ments. 

Mr. Wesster, of New Hampshire, asked for 
information of the gentleman from Ohio, what 
proportion of the direct tax within that State was 
paid by non-residents ? 





H. or R. 


Mr. Kitsourn admitted, that more than one- 
half of the last direct tax in Ohio, had, in effect 
been paid by non-residents, though but a small 
part more; but that four-fifths of the soi] was 
owned by non-residents ; which disproportion in 
the amount of tax paid by the residents to the 
lands owned by them, he might have mentioned 
when up before, had he been so disposed, as one 
of the hardships under which the State labored. 

Mr. McKim spoke against the recommitment 
of the bill, and in reply to the arguments of in- 
equality and oppressiveness:in its operation, both 
which he denied. The consumer paying the tax, 
independent of the general view of the taxes, he 
believed the Atlantic States would pay as large 
a portion of this particalar tax as the Western. 

Mr. Farrow, of South Carolina, opposed re- 
commitment, on the ground that the question had 
already been amply discussed, and seriously set- 
tled as to the amount of the tax; though, he in- 
timated, he should be opposed to the passage of 
the bill unless a provision should be introduced 
into it allowing a drawback on exportation, in 
order to avoid a violation of the Constitutional 
provision against a tax on exports. 

Mr. Cannon again spoke in support of his mo- 
tion. He said he could not vote for the bill as it 
now stood; if he did, he should believe he was 
voting for a measure whose operation would be 
unjust and unequal—not only as to the different 
States of the Union, but as to the citizens of the 
sane State. As the House had already once 
changed its vote on this subject, he hoped it 
might in this instance yield to his wishes for a 
recommitment. 


The question on a recommitment of the bill 
was then decided in the negative—for recommit- 
ment 44, against it 111, as follows: 


Yreas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Bowen, Burwell, 
Caldwell, Cannon, Clark, Crawford, Creighton, Cul- 
per, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, 
indley, Forney, Franklin, Harris, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys, Hungerford, Irwin, Kerr, Kilbourn, 
Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, 
urfree, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Piper, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Sevier, Sharp, Smith 
of Virginia, Stanford, Stuart, Tannehill, and Yancey. 
Nars—Messrs, Anderson, Avery, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, 
Bigelow, Bines, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, 
Brown, Calhoun, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clop- 
ton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Denoy- 
elles, Earle, Ely, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gaston, Geddes, 
Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hall, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Henderson, Hul- 
bert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, Ker- 
shaw, King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, 
Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, Mc- 
Kim, Miller, Moore, Moseley, Nelson, Newton, Oak- 
ley, Parker, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, 
Sage, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, 
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Telfair, Thompson, Troup, Udree, Vose, Ward of New | 


Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, an 
Winter. 

The question then recurred on the passage o/ 
the bill, and was decided by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Avery, Barbour, Barg 
Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, Bradbury, 
Bradley, Brown, Calhoun, Chappell, Cilley, Clopton, 
Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cox, Crawford, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Earle, Eppes, 
Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forsyth, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Hall, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Henderson, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hulbert, Ingersol, 
Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent o/ 
Marylund, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro. 
lina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Mar. 
kell, McCoy, McKim, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, 
Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, 
Pleasants, John Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Te». 
nessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schur. 
man, Seybert, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of Pennsy!- 
vania, Stockton, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Vose, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, White, 
Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson 
of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Yancey—107. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baylies of Mas. 
sachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Brigham, Burwell, Caii- 
well, Cannon, Champion, Clark, Creighton, Culpeper, 
Desha, Duvall, Ely, Farrow, Forney, Franklin, Gedies, 
Harris, Humphreys, Hungerford, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lyle, Mc- 
Kee, McLean, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, Piper, 
Rea of Pennsylvonia, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Smith o/ 
Virginia, Stanford, Sturges, and Thompson—42. 


So the bill was passed and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the House then re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
the two other tax bills. The bill first taken up 
was that for imposing additional taxes on pleasure 
carriages and the harness thereof. 

The bill having been read through, Mr. Erres 
stated in a very lucid manner, the grounds on 
which the committee had framed the provisions 
of this bill in the shape in whieh it was presented 
to the House. 

This bill having been discussed and gone 
through, the other bill, for imposing a variety of 
miscellaneous taxes, was also taken up and gone 
through, and both bills were reported to the House. 





Weopnespay, November 30. 


Another member, to wit: from New York, 
NaTaanteL Howe tt, appeared, and took his seat. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the two 
tax bills, and the amendments made thereto were 
taken up and considered. And the bills having 
been further discussed and amended, were or 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The report of the Committee of Pensions and 
Revolutionary Claims, in favor of William Ar 
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passed through a Committee of the Whole, 
eer a by the House, and the Com- 
mittee of Pensions and Revolutionary Claims 
directed to bring in a bill accordingly. 

The bill extending the right of pre-emption to 
settlers in the Illinois Territory, passed through 
a Committee of the Whole, and underwent con- 
siderable discussion. When the bill was reported 
to the House, it was ordered to lie on the table. 

The House then resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill from the Senate 
authorizing a draught of 80,000 militia for the de- 
fence of the frontier, and on the bill for filling 
the Regular Army by a classification of the free 
male population. The bills were no more than 
read through, when (the House being thin) the 
Committee rose, reported progress, and adjourned. 





Tuurspay, December 1. 


On motion of Mr. Pieasants, the Committee 
on the Judiciary Establishment were instructed 


| to inquire into the propriety of authorizing the 


judges of the circuit Courts of the United States 
to call special courts, for the trials of appeals from 


» the decisions of the district courts in admiralty, 





and especially in prize cases, 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Rosertson, and was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table: 

Resolved, That so much of the rules of this House 
which is supposed to prevent the re-examination of a 
subject which has been decided on, be suspended, so 
far as relates to the establishment of a National Bank. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting his 
report, made in obedience to a resolution of the 
House of the 3d March, 1813, upon the state and 


_ condition of the several navy yards belonging to 


the United States ; which were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table, 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED Srartes: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, the com- 
munications last received from the Ministers Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States at 
Ghent, explaining the course and actual state of their 
negotiations with the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Decempen I, 1814. 

The said Message and communications were 
read, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations ; and 5,000 copies thereof ordered to be 
printed for the use of the members of this House. 


PETITION OF JOHN APPLETON. 


The Speaker laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the peti- 
tion of John Appleton ; which was read, and 
aval to lie on the table. ‘The report is as fol- 
Ows: 

; Treasury Derantrment, Nov. 28, 1814. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report, 
prepared in obedience to a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 28th day of October last. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Petition of John Appleton. ate 

















I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, A. J. DALLAS. 
Hon. L. Carves, Speaker, H. of R. 





Treasury Department, Nov. 28, 1814. 

In obedience to the order of the House of Represent- 
atives, dated the 28th October, 1814, referring the peti- 
tion of John Appleton to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Secretary respectfully reports : 

That the act of Congress for the assessment and 
collection of direct taxes and internal duties fixes the 
compensation of the principal assessor by the number 
of days employed in hearing appeals and making out 
lists, allowing, in that respect, two dollars each day; 
and by the number of taxable persons contained in the 
tax lists as delivered by the principal assessors to the 
collectors, allowing, in that respect, four dollars for 
every hundred taxable persons. But, the act requires 
the principal assessors to perform various other impor- 
tant services, in the division of assessment districts, in 
the appointment and direction of assistant assessors, 
in the preparation or holding appeals, and, generally, 
in carrying the instructions of the Secretary of the 
Treasury into effect, without providing any compensa- 
tion for those services independent of the general pro- 
vision, which has been stated, and which, it is seen, 
graduates the compensation, by reference only to ser- 
vices performed in the latter stages of official duty. 

That, of the 27th November, 1813, the petitioner, 
John Appleton, was duly appointed by the President 
of the United States, in the recess of the Senate, to be 
principal assessor for the tenth Massachusetts district ; 
and that the petitioner (as it is understood and be- 
lieved at this Department) entered upon his official 
duties, and performed all the services required by the 
act of Congress, until the Senate rejected his nomina- 
tion, at their next session, and until the rejection was 
made known to him, as well as the appointment of 
Samuel Hoar to be his successor, by a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dated the 26th March, 1814. 
That, at this period, however, the valuation and assess- 
ment of the direct tax had not been matured; no ap- 
peals had been heard, and no lists of taxable persons 
had been delivered to the collector; but the petitioner 
promptly and fairly delivered his official books and 
papers to his successor, reserving his right of compen- 
sation for the subsequent consideration of the proper 
department. 

That the petitioner is entitled to some compensation 
for services rendered during a period of four months 
cannot be denied, consistently with the principles of jus- 
tice ; but it seems to have been the opinion o: the late 
Secretary of the Treasury that the compensation. pre- 
scribed by law could not be exceeded ; that the whole 
was payable to the principal assessor in office, at the 
time of holding the appeals and delivering the tax lists 
to the collector; and that any apportionment of the 
compensation was a matter of private arrangement and 
agreement between the new and the old officer. The 
latter, however, has claimed the whole amount, upon 
the terms of the act of Congress; and his account has 
been stated and settled, accordingly, by the Auditor 
and Comptroller; but the warrant for payment has not 
yet been issued. 

That, under these circumstances, the order of the 
House of Representatives has made it the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to review the subject ; and, 
with every proper deference for the judgment of his 
predecessor, he has been led to a result differing, in 





703 











HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





704 








H. or R. Tax Bills. DecemBer, 1814 
some measure, from the opinion expressed by that | letters; on licenses to retail wines, spirituous 
ble gentleman. 


e considers the designation of a principal assessor 
as the designation of an officer, and not of a person ; 
and that the whole compensation is given for the per- 
formance of the whole of the duty of the office. Whe- 
ther a change of the officer is produced by death, res- 
ignation, or removal, the office itself and the duties of 
the office equally remain entire and unchanged. 

He considers the opposite construction of the words 
of the act as hostile to its spirit, leading to a contin- 

ent charge upon the public, which the Legislature 
did not contemplate, or to the oppression of an individ- 
ual, which justice will not permit. 

He considers the apportionment of the compensa- 
tion, in this case, between the first and the second 
principal assessors, to be regularly within the province 
of the accounting officers of the Treasury; and that 
the materials for making it (if the parties should not 
prefer an amicable adjustment) may readily be obtained. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. J. DALLAS. 
TAX BILLS. 


An engrossed bill to provide additional reve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government 
and maintaining the public credit, by duties on 
sales at auction; on the postage of letters; on 
licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and for- 
eign merchandise; on carriages for the convey- 
ance of persons, and on plated harness ; was read 
the third time. And, on the question that the 
same do pass, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 
114, nays 35, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av- 
ery, Barbour, Bard, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, 
Bradley, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Coxe, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Du- 
vall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, 
Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Howell, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean; Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pearson, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Rob- 
erteon, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Skinner, Smith 
of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Vir- 
Lice Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, T'annehill, Taylor, 

elfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Daven- 
pre Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Hale, Henderson, 

ulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, King of Massachu- 
setts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Miller, Moseley, 
Pickering, Pitkin, John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Shipherd, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, and Wilcox. 

Ordered, That the title be, “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government and maintaining the public credit, 
by duties on sales at auction; on the postage of 


liquors, and — merchandise.” 

An engrossed bill to provide additional reve. 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government 
and maintaining the public credit, by duties on 
carriages for the conveyance of persons, and the 
harness used therefor, was read the third time ; 
and, on the question that the same do pass, it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 34, as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av. 
ery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, 
Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Coxe, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Frank- 
lin, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, 
Hawes, Henderson, Hopkins of Kentucky, Howell, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Ma- 
ryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lewis, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, New- 
ton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Rob- 
ertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Skinner, 
Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of 
Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Stuart, Tanne- 
hill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New 
Jersey, White, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Cham- 
pee Cilley, Clopton, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, 

ale, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Ship- 
herd, Sturges, Taggart, Thompsun, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, and Wilcox. 

Ordered, That the title be, “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by duties on carriages for the conveyance of per- 
sons and the harness used therefor.” 





Fripay, December 2. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to extend the 
time of Oliver Evans’s patent for his improve- 
ment on steam engines ;” in which they ask the 
concurrence of this House. 

The House resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Rogertson’s motion, to suspend so much of the 
rule of the House as precludes the reconsideration 
of any subject on which the House has during 
the same session decided. 

Some debate arose on the motion, which was 
supported by the mover and by Mr. Wi son ol 
Pennsy!vania, and opposed by Mr. Stanrorp, and 
others. In the course of the debate, it was men- 
tioned that a bill on the subject of a Naticnal 
Bank was in preparation in the Senate. Mr. 
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Wann, of New Jersey, moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table; which motion was negatived, 
64 to 44. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the resolution, and negatived, as follows: For 
the motion 50, against it 65. 

The Speaxer laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply to 
one from the Speaker requiring a warrant for 
money to defray the charges of this House, ap- 

rizing him that, the appropriation on this head 
Coiag exhausted, a further provision therefor by 
law was necessary. The letter was ordered to 
lie on the table, on the intimation of Mr. INcaam 
that the Committee of Ways and Means were 
about to act on the subject. 

A report was received from the War Depart- 
ment on the petition of the President and Direc- 
tors of the Eastern Branch Bridge. The report 
states that the bridge was destroyed at the instance 
of General Winder, but by the agency of the Navy 
Department, and under the immediate superin- 
tendence of Captain Creighton. 

This report was, on motion of Mr. Lewis of 
Virginia, referred to the Committee of Claims. 


WAR MEASURES. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Troup, re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, on 
the several bills reported by the Military Com- 
mittee of this House, as well as the two bills from 
the Senate on that subject. The bill first taken 
up, was the bill authorizing the President of the 
United States to call into service eighty thousand 








- four hundred and thirty militia, to serve two years, 


for the defence of the frontiers of the United 
States. 

Mr. Troup said, that the bill before them be- 
ing a bill from the Senate, which had not been 
referred to the Military Committee, but which 
had been taken up on the motion of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, (Mr. CaLuoun,) the 
Military Committee, as such, were strangers to its 
provisions, It was not to be expected, therefore, 
that he could give to the House an exposition of 
its principles and details. The gentleman from 
South Carolina was no doubt prepared to do so. 
For himself, Mr. T. said he was opposed to the 
measure of the Senate, and would therefore move 
to strike out the first section of the bill; it would 
try the principle. The measure of the Senate, he 
humbly conceived, was inadequate to the object. 
It proposed to give you a militia force, when you 
wanted not a militia but a regular force. He re- 
spectfully suggested to the House, in considering 
this subject, the propriety of endeavoring, in the 
first place, to establish the principle on which they 
would rest their military measures for the further 
prosecution of the war; whether it were the prin- 
ciple of classification and draught, or classification 
and penalty; whether the principle proposed by 
the Senate, or any other principle, they could not, 
he humbly conceived, arrive at any conclusion 
satisfactory to the House, or useful and honorable 
to the country, without adopting this mode of 
proceeding. Having established the principle, the 
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Committee of the Whole, or a select committee, 
might consider the details. 

Mr. T. said he very well knew that mankind 
were governed by their hopes and fears; more by 
their hopes than their fears; and he was not in- 
sensible of the effect which the despatches receiv- 
ed yesterday from our Ministers at Ghent “a 
have on the measures under consideration. He 
should be very sorry if the effect would be to in- 
duce the Legislature to discontinue or relax the 
preparations necessary for a vigorous prosecution 
of the war. If such should be the effect, the 
enemy might have good reason to exalt in the 
success of a diplomatic trick played off at Ghent, 
which, lulling us into a false security, would en- 
able him to strike us at the opening of the next 
campaign, unarmed and unprepared. Ifheshould 
be able to do so, he would begin to consider him- 
self a match for the Yankees in cunning, and we 
would repent when it was too late. Mr. T. said 
he did not mean to say we would not have peace 
—politics were too uncertain to justify such a 
declaration—we may have peace in a few weeks, 
He only meant to say, that calculations founded 
on events which may happen at Ghent or at Vi- 
enna, aod which would induce the Legislature to 
relax in the necessary preparations for the next 
campaign, ought not to be indulged; measures 
ought to be taken, not on a supposition of speedy 
peace, but of protracted war. If peace happened, 
the preparation for war would do no harm. If 
peace did not happen, the want of preparation 
would do much harm ; it might lose the next cam- 
paign, and losing the next campaign might lose 
the objects of the war. I only suggest therefore, 
sir, that it is wise and prudent to act as if the 
negotiations at Ghent would certainly fail. In 
submitting, sir, to the Committee, the few obser- 
vations with which I intend to trouble them on 
this motion, I will endeavor to satisfy them that 
the measure proposed by the Senate ought not to 
be taken, because it places our reliance for a suc- 
cessful prosecution of the war on irregular militia; 
whereas our reliance ought to be placed on dis- 
ciplined troops, and that some other measure, 
therefore, ought to be resorted to—some measure 
calculated to fill the regular ranks and augment 
the regular establishment. 

In making provision for the further prosecution 
of the war there would be but one object common 
to all—to bring the war to a speedy and honora- 
ble termination by all the means in the power of 
the Legislature. At least it would be an object 
common to every genuine American, because 
every American had an interest init. The war 
was a war for the country, and the result of it, 
whatever it might be, whether glorious or in- 
glorious, would determine the character of the 
country and Government. If glorious, every 
American, without distinction of party, would 
participate in that glory; if inglorious, every 
American, without distinction of party, would 
participate in the infamy of it. He knew very 
well that certain gentlemen had said the war was 
a party war, a war for the Administration—but 
gentlemen would find ere long their mistake. 
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They would find that Europe, the civilized world, | to stand upon the defensive on a line of frontier 
who will alone be competent to pass judgment | of 2,000 miles, and to defend that line with 100.. 
upon this subject. will not stop to inquire by what | 900 men against 10,000 afloat. He comes, no 
party in America this war was declared—by what | man can tell when, no man can tell where; and, 
party it was prosecutedé—by what party brought | to be prepared at all, he compels you to be pre. 
to its termination. No, sir, they will look to the| pared at all points. I say, therefore, your aug. 
result, and to the result only, and as that result | mentation ought to be in much greater propor. 
is glorious or inglorious for the country, so will | tion than his augmentation. But what descrip. 
they determine the character of this country and | tion of our military force will you augmeni? 
Government. Every American, therefore, is in-| Sir, if, after what has happened, I could for a 
terested to bring the war to an honorable termi- | moment believe there could be any doubt or hesi- 
nation by all the means in his power. But how | tation upon this point, I would consider everything 
is this to be done? I answer, in the spirit and | as lost; then, indeed, would there be an end of 
language of perfect simplicity, by endeavoring to | hope and of confidence—then, indeed, would 
create a motive in the enemy to discontinue the | there be nothing before us but gloom and ¢e- 
contest. But how is this to be effected? I an-| spondency, and the horror of despair. But you 
swer, in the same spirit and language, by endea- | will not doubt—you will place your reliance ona 
yoring to wound him where he is vulnerable. | disciplined regular force; upon a regular discip. 
The enemy is vulnerable in two points; in his| lined force alone can you rely for success. [1 
commerce on the ocean—in his territorial pos- | matters not whether you determine to conduct 
sessions neighboring to us. If by any possibility | the war offensively or defensively; if you deter- 
(which I do not admit) he should succeed so | mine to prosecute it offensively, you ought to rely 
effectually to blockade our ports and harbors as = on a regular force—because, to be suc- 
to shut up completely our public and private | cessful, you must meet and beat in the open field 
armed vessels, he will cease to be vulnerable in | the regular veteran troops of Europe. Not one 
his commerce; he will remain vulnerable in his | step can you advance in the conquest of Canada 
territorial possessions only. There, sir, 1 would | until you are prepared to dothis. This can only 
carry the war without hesitation; there I would | be done by regular disciplined troops. If you de- 
endeavor to create a motive in him to discontinue 
the contest. In proportion as he values his ter- 
ritory, in the same proportion will he make sacri- 
fices to preserve it; as you endanger the existence 
of his territory, in the same degree will be his 
motive to discontinue the war to preserve it. 
That he sets a high value on his territories you 
have the strongest evidence. He has already 
made great exertions to preserve them; he has 
been able to preserve them only because you 
have not made great efforts to conquer them. 
You never will conquer them by taking the 
measure of the Senate. Will any man believe 
we can induce the enemy to discontinue the war 
by manning the lines of our frontiers—standing 
on the dulbanive—recsiving and repelling his 
blows as well as we can? No, sir, so far from 
inducing the enemy to abandon the contest, this 
mode of prosecuting the war would only increase 
his motive to continue it, whilst the motive on 
our part to discontinue it would be daily and hour- 
ly increasing. A dishonorable peace would ter- 
minate the contest—the surrender of our inde- ut : 
—- would terminate it—nothing else could. | the military science—the officer to be instructed, 

would, therefore, carry the war into the en- | that he might be qualified to instruct the soldier— 
emy’s country, and with a force enabling you to this army has performed deeds of heroism and ot 
wound him there. But the military force of the gallant daring that would have done honor to the 
enemy has been greatly augmented. It is unne- | best days of Greece and Rome, that will adorn 
cessary to speak of the events by which this aug- | the page of your own history. \Itis true, that this 
mentation has been brought about—it is sufficient | army has not from the beginning every where 
that we know and feel it. Ordinary prudence re- | triumphed; it is true, it has not from the begin 
quires that your own military force be augmented; | ning carried everything before it: it had no! 
not merely in the same proportion—in a much | strength, it had not numbers. But this much may 
“e008 proportion. Ina much greater proportion, | be said of it, and with truth, that, from the begin- 

cause, all other things being equal, he has one | ning to this moment, it has in no one instance 
decided advantage over you—an advantage which | dishonored the standard which it bore; unless, 
we can neither destroy nor remove—I mean tie | indeed, a solitary instance may be appealed to as 
command of the ocean, by which he compels you | an exception—an instance as yet of doubifal and 


pect to meet and to repel regular disciplined troops 
—and thiscan be done most effectually with regular 
disciplined troops. It wil! be done not only more 
effectually. but more economically; not only more 
economically, but more conveniently for the coun- 
try. It will save the militia of the country, and 
in saving the militia it will save the active in- 
dustry of the country—it will save of course the 
product of that industry; the product of that in- 
dustry is national wealth—it will save the na- 
tional wealth. 

But not only do these considerations urge you, 
in my humble opinion, to resort to all the means 
within your power to fill the ranks and augment 
the regular establishment; other considerations 
call upon you to make the army as respectable 
in number as it is already in character—consider- 
ations growing out of that character. An army, 
little better than two years old, collected hastily 
from the plough, the loom, and the work shops— 
without discipline, without even the rudiments 0! 
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termine to prosecute the war defensively, youought | — 
to rely mainly on regular troops; for you mustex- | ~ 
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undecidedcharacter. More recently its triumphs 
have been more brilliant; in open field, man to 
man, it has vanquished the conquerors of the con- 
querors of Europe. Who can hesitate, therefore, 
(the war contiouing,) to make this army as respec- 
table in number as it is already in character, to 
enable it to continue these triumphs? The bill 
from the Senate, instead of proposing this, pro- 


va to authorize the President to call upon the 


tates for eighty thousand raw militia; and this 
is to be our reliance for the successful prosecution 
of the war. Take my word for it, sir, thatif you 
do rely upon it (the military power of the enemy 
continuing undivided) defeat, disaster, and dis- 
grace, must follow. As an auxiliary or secondary 


_ force the militia may be relied on; as principal, in 


_ a contest with regular troops, never. 


But the 


state of the army: Upon this part of the subject, 
sir, I will say nothing, because I can say nothing 


that you are not already in possession of. You 


; have authorized a force of sixty odd thousand 


: men; you have raised thirty odd thousand ; you 


> have a deficiency of twenty odd thousand to sup- 


ply: these thirty odd thousand men, already raised, 


~ are distributed overa line of four thousand miles of 


frontier ; is it any wonder then, Mr. Speaker, that 


~ Canada has not been conquered? No, sir, the 


wonder isnot that Canada has not been conquered, 


) the wonder is that this little army has been able 


to keep its ground ; the enemy has been stronger 
in regular troops at all points from the beginning, 
and the very annunciation of this fact is enough 
to cover our little army with glory. You have 
a deficiency of twenty odd thousand to supply ; 


4 how will you supply it? Assuredly the bill from 


_ the Senate will not supply it; will the mode 
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heretofore resorted to supply it? Will the re- 
cruiting system supply it? No, sir, the recruiting 
system has failed, 1 mean it has failed to fill your 
ranks; what are the facts upon this subject ? 
They are, that two millions of dollars have been 
applied since January last, and thirteen thousand 
men have been enlisted ; this it may be said is 
doing very well. So it is; but what is the gene- 
ral result ? The general result is, that our army is 
very little stronger now than it was this time last 
year; and in testing the operation of the system it is 
to the general result we must look. At the rate of 
thirteen thousand men per annum, it would take 
five years to raise the authorized force; the re- 
cruiting system therefore has failed, it has failed 
to fill our ranks. I do not mean to say, sir, that 
the recruiting system with the present high bounty 
and encouragement would not eventually fill our 
ranks; 1am not disposed to say that it would not 
(provided the power of the enemy had continued 
broken and divided by the troubles of the Conti- 
nent) have answered our purpose; but I do say, 
that under existing circumstances and for our 
present purpose, the recruiting system ought not 
to be relied on; it cannot be relied on to fill our 
ranks by the opening of the next campaign, and 
to risk the loss of the next campaign is to risk the 
lossof everything. But isthere no modeto which 
you can resort for filling the ranks but voluntary 
enlistment ? I would be extremely sorry if we 
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could not. I have always thought this Govern- 
ment, when administered in the true spirit of the 
Constitution, the strongest Government in the 
world, even for the purposes of war; but if the 
doctrine set up of late be true, this is the weakest 
and most contemptible Government on earth, it 
is neither fit for war nor peace, it has failed of all 
the ends for which Governments are established. 
It cannot be true that this Government, charged 
with the general defence, authorized to declare 
war and toraise armies, can have but one mode of 
raising armies, whilst every other Government 
that has ever existed has had an absolute power 
over the population of the country for this pur- 
pose, and has actually exercised it. But this ques- 
tion is not properly before the House, and I will 
not go into an argument to show that you can, 
like other Governments, resort to other modes of 
raising armies than that of voluntary enlistment; 
that you can resort to classification and draught, 
to classification and penalty, or any other mode 
which a sound discretion may in a particular state 
of the country dictate and justify. AllI intend to 
say at present is, that you have an absolute power 
over the population of thiscountry for this purpose, 
and that in the present state of the country it 
is wiser to resort to classification and draught, 
than to resort to the bill from the Senate; the 
one will give the men certainly and expeditiously, 
the other will not. But, sir, compare the mea- 
sures of the Senate with the measures proposed 
by your own committee, and which are before 
you. The measure of the Senate proposes to au- 
thorize the President to call out eighty thousand 
militia for two years, and this is called a remedy 
for the evil of State. Now, sir, the evil of State, 
as I undertand it, is not the want of a militia 
force, but the want of a regular force. The evil 
of which the country complains, of which the 
Government complains, of which the militia them- 
selves complain most grievously, is the number of 
militia in service; the incessant harassment, 
vexation, and oppression of the militia, and the 
extraordinary and burdensome expense of that 
particular service. As a remedy for this griev- 
ance, the Senate propose to detach eighty thou- 
sand militia. The President has at command, 
and has always had at command, a million of mi- 
litia; and in this extraordinary crisis of our affairs, 
when pressed by a formidable enemy, and sur- 
rounded with difficulties, the remedy proposed by 
the Senate is eighty thousand militia, which it 
must be admitted on all hands can be no better, 
for at least the next campaign, than raw militia 
called out in the ordinary way. But the bill pro- 
poses to furnish regulartroops. How? by holding 
up interrorema militia classification and draught. 
E.xempting every three classes which shall furnish 
two regular soldiers, from the liability to furnish 
three militiamen. Do the friends of this measure 
believe—will they with any degree of confidence 
assert, that it will have the effect, even partially, 


to fill the ranks? I think not. And suppose it 
should fail to furnish regular soldiers, what will 
be our condition in the months of July and Aug- 
ust next? Much worse, sir, than our condition 
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in the months of July and Augustlast. The war 
continuing, the power of the enemy unbroken, 


our condition will be desperate. The regular 
force every day falling off, (for be it remembered 
these eighty thousand militia will be withdrawn 
from the operations of the recruiting service,) we 
shall have to oppose to the enemy a remnant of 
regular troops, and these eighty thousand raw 
militia—and who will answer for the consequen- 
ces? In the months of August and September 
last, we had in the field the regular Army and 
upwards of one hundred thousand militia, and we 
nowhere found ourselves too strong. It is true 
the Senate propose to improve the recruiting sys- 
tem—an improvement which two years ago this 
House proposed to the Senate, but which the Sen- 
ate then thought proper to reject. I mean the 
enlistment of young men between the ages of 
eighteen andtwenty-one. But if theseeighty thou- 
sand militia for two years should happen to be, 
as they are likely to be, that very description of 
population upon which this system would other- 
wise operate, what hope can be entertained that 
the recruiting system even with its improvements 
will be as productive the next year as the last. I 
humbly conceive, Mr. Speaker, that the measure 
of the Senate, proceeding from the best intentions, 
will fail in the accomplishment of our object. 
conceive, with much deference to the House, that 
the measures reported by their own committee 
are much to be preferred. They propose—first, 
to augment the regular establishment to one hun- 
dred thousand men ; second, to authorize the Pre- 
sident toaccept under liberal encouragements the 
service of volunteer corps ; third, to authorize the 
President to receive into the service of the United 
States State troops, which may be raised to serve 
in lieu of the militia of such States. The principle 
of the system is, to substitute, as far as we are able, 
a regular force for a militia force, as moreefficient, 
more economical, and, for the militia themselves, 
more convenient—and one hundred thousand 
regulars would take the place of two hundred 
thousand militia—two hundred thousand militia 
would cost as much as three hundred thousand 
regulars. If we can command an hundred thou- 
sand regular troops, it may, notwithstanding, be 
necessary, on particular emergencies, to resort to 
the militia. To enable the Government still fur- 
ther to spare the militia, volunteers are authorized. 
They also will be more efficient than ordinary 
militia. It is impossible to say to what extent 
these corps will offer themselves—to whatever 
extent the Government is enabled to avail itself 
of their services, to the same extent will the mi- 
litia be saved. If Government should derive no 
aid from this source, it has another resource in 
State troops. They also will take the place of 
the militia, The militia will still continue the 
bulwark of the country. Whenever the existence 
of the country shall be endangered, it is the mili- 
tia that must save it. The system proposes to 
relieve them from the constant harassment of 
which they complain, and justly complain. To 
raise the regular troops, you have the alternative 
proposed by the Secretary of War, or the com- 
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mittee. The plan of the Secretary of War is the 
only effectual one. If we have energy and spirit 
to take it, it will fill our ranks and augment our 
regular establishment certainly and expeditiously, 
The people will justify the measure, because they 
will feel that it is necessary to the maintenance 
of the honor, the character, and independence, of 
thecountry. The plan of the committee, though 
less efficient, is, in my humble opinion, better 
than that of the Senate. Where it fails to give 
you men it will give you money. It will be cer- 
tain to give some men, and some money. I| hope 
the House will agree to strike out the section. 
Mr. Cacuoun briefly replied to the call made 
upon him by Mr. Troup for the reasons why he 
preferred acting on the bill: that reason he thought 
was very obvious; that the bill, having met the 
approbation of the Senate, would, if it passed this 
House, immediately become a law. Policy ap- 
peared to him to require a preference of this bill to 
that reported by the committee of this House. If 


the Senate send us one bill, and we, instead of | 


acting on it, send them another, it would place 
the two Houses in an awkward predicament. [i 
seemed to him, he said, that the whole argument 
of the gentlemen against this bill was misplaced. 
This bill, as well as the gentleman’s bill, would 


[| produce a certain number of recruits for the reg- 


ular Army. Should the bill reported by the gen- 
tleman prevail, it would give us either regulars 
or money ; if this bill should pass, we shall have 
regulars or good militia. Both bills were calcu- 
lated to produce regulars, if they could be obtained 
by purchase. If absolute certainty was the object 
of the gentleman, it could be only obtained by 
resorting toa regular and fair system of conscrip- 
tion. To the result of any other system, whether 
that reported by the Military Committee of this 
House, or that now under consideration, some 
uncertainty must attach. The bill from the Sen- 
ate promising as much certainty as that reported 
in this House, he hoped it would be gone through 
with and finally passed. 

The question was then taken, without further 
debate, on the motion to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, and decided as follows—for the 
motion 62, against it 64. So the motion to strike 
out the first section was negatived. 

The following is the apportionment of the pro- 
posed draught of men among the several States 
and Territories: 

From New Hampshire, two thousand five hundred 
eighty. 

From Massachusetts, eight thousand six hundred five. 

From Vermont, two thousand five hundred eighty. 

From Rhode Island, eight hundred sixty. 

From Connecticut, three thousand ten. 

From New York, eleven thousand six hundred fi- 
teen. 

From New Jersey, two thousand five hundred eighty. 

From Pennsylvania, nine thousand eight hundred 
ninety-five. 

From Delaware, eight hundred sixty. 

From Maryland, three thousand eight hundred sev- 
enty. 

: From Virginia, nine thousand eight hundred ninety- 
ve, 
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From North Carolina, five thousand five hundred 
ninety. 

poms South Carolina, three thousand eight hundred 
seventy. ; 

From Georgia, two thousand five hundred eighty. 

From Kentucky, four thousand three hundred. 

From Ohio, two thousand five hundred eighty. 

From Tennessee, two thousand five hundred eighty. 

From Louisiana, four hundred thirty. 

From the Mississippi Territory, five hundred twenty- 
two. 

From the Indiana Territory, five hundred forty-nine. 

From the Illinois Territory, two hundred thirteen. 

From the Michigan Territory, sixty. 

From the Missouri Territory, three hundred seventy- 


six. 

And from the Territory of Columbia, four hundred 
thirty. 

Mr. JENNINGS moved to amend the apportion- 
ment for Indiana Territory, by striking out five 
hundred and forty-nine and inserting three hun- 
dred. The motion was opposed by Mr. Ruea of 
Tennessee, and negatived, 20 or 30 members only 
rising in favor of it. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, moved to strike out the 

resent apportionment of the District of Colum- 
C viz: four hundred and thirty, and insert 
eighty, which he said would be at the rate of every 
twenty-fifth man. This motion was opposed by 
Mr, Ruea. and negatived. 

Mr. McKerz, of Kentucky, moved to strike out 
the 7th section of the bill, (which limits the ser- 
vices to be required of the draughted militia, to 
the bounds of their own and any adjoining State, 
with the exception of the Western States, who 
are, when required, to serve in Louisiana, and 
those of Pennsylvania and Virginia, in like man- 
ner, in the Michigan Territory, &c.) He could 
not see any possible benefit to arise from it, but 
he could see great inconvenience. It might fre- 
quently be important that the militia of one State 
should serve in a State which was not adjoining 
to theirs, and in some sections of the country 
might refuse their co-operation in such case, shel- 
tering themselves under the provisions of this act. 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Suarp, of 
Kentucky, who thought this section calculated 
to excite feelings of dissention, and State and 
local prejudices. We ought to legislate as if for 
a nation, and not for State authorities. We ought 
to encourage national feeling, not sectional views. 
He should like to see that feeling diffused through 
the nation, which prevails in some parts of the 
Union, that would induce the citizens freely to 
march from one extreme to another to meet the 
enemy, rather than he should hold a foot of the 
soil. But when you recognise the principle that 
the militia of one State, say Massachusetts, shall 
net, on occasion, be liable to march for the de- 
fence of the shores of another, say Maryland or 
Virginia, or that the militia of the State of Ken- 
tucky or Tennessee should not, if necessary,march 
to the defence of Massachusetts, you sanction a 
local State feeling, which will be the bane of the 
prosperity of the nation. The States West of the 
mountains, and those East of the Potomac, were 
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tiguous to each other.. From the mode of legis- 
lation embraced in this section, Mr. S. feared the 
excitement of sentiments hostile to the grandeur 
of the character of this nation, as well as to its 
honor, both of which could only be attained by 
an amalgamation of national feeling. 

Mr. CaLuoun remarked that, even were the 
section stricken out, it would not materially vary 
the nature of the service of these militia forces, 
which would be confined to their respective 
States, unless necessity required their service else- 
where; in which case such a limitation as is con- 
tained in the bill would be very inconvenient. 
He, therefore, concurred in the opinion that the 
section ought to be stricken out. 

Mr. Kitsourn, of Ohio, supported the motion 
to strike out the 7th section. He conceived the 
militia service already sufficiently injured, if not 
dishonored, by the construction of the Constitu- 
tion which had limited its utility. He hoped it 
would not be further restricted in such a provision 
as this. To show its injurious tendency, he in- 
stanced the case, which might happen, of the mi- 
litia of New Jersey being called on to cross the 
Delaware, to aid in the defence of Pennsylvania 
or Delaware; the enemy retiring across an imagi- 
nary line into the State of Maryland, to regain 
their ships in the Chesapeake, the militia would, 
under this section, be precluded from pursuing 
them beyond the line, unless it suited their plea- 
sure. 

The question on striking out the 7th section 
was decided in the affirmative by a large ma- 
jority. 

Several other unimportant amendments were 
proposed, giving rise to desultory discussion, which 
were variously disposed of. 

Mr. Kine, of North Carolina, moved to amend 
the bill, so as not to confine the Governors of 
States, in the selection of the officers to com- 
mand the militia to be draughted in pursuance of 
the bill, to the present militia officers. 

This motion was supported by the mover, and 
by Messrs. Forsytx of Georgia, Fisk and Suip- 
HERD Of New York, and Groxson of Virginia, 
on the ground of the expediency of allowing the 
widest field for the selection of officers qualified 
for command, without confining it to the militia 
officers now in commission, many of whom, 
though highly respectable men, were unfit for 
military command, having been selected in a 
time of peace, without reference to their military 
qualifications. 

The motion was opposed by Messrs. CANNON 
and Ruea of Tennessee, Pearson of North Car- 
olina, and Pickerine of Massachusetts, on the 
ground of alleged injustice to the merits of our 
present militia, on Constitutional scruples, and 
on the difficulty which would be presented by 
the variance of the modes of appointment in the 
different States. 

The motion was at last negatived—43 voting 
in favor of it. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, moved to strike out 
two years, the proposed term of service of the 


as much sister States, he said, as if they lay con- | militia to be draughted in pursuance of this bill 
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and insert six months. The motion was nega- 
tived by the following vote: For the motion 45, 
against it 82. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyrn, the bill was so 
amended as to make the officers of the draughted 
militia eligible, according to the Constitution and 
laws of the several States. 

This bill having been gone through, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill from 
the Senate, “further to provide for filling the 
ranks of the Army of the United States.” 

This is the bill that has occasioned so much 
debate in the Senate, and which authorizes the 
enlistment ef minors. } 

The bill having been read through, a motion 
was made by Mr. Pirxin, of Connecticut, to 
strike out so much of the bill as authorizes the 
enlistment of minors over eighteen years of age, 
without the consent of their parents or guardians ; 
which motion he supported by a few pertinent 
remarks. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Hopkins, of 
Kentucky, in a short speech of much force and 
energy. ' 

It was negatived by the following vote: For 
the motion 51, against it 83. 

The House then proceeded to consider the bill, 
authorizing the President to accept the services 
of certain volunteer corps, (which bill was before 
the House some weeks ago for several days.) On 
motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, this bill 
was then so amended, as to reinstate it precisely 
in the form in which it stood before it underwent 
amendment by the House. 

The Committee then rose, and reported to the 
House the three bills they had had under con- 
sideration. 

The first of those bills, viz: the bill from the 
Senate, requiring a draught for two years of a 
7 of militia, was, on motion of Mr. Jonnson, 
of Kentucky, referred to a select committee for 
their consideration. 

The second of the above bills being before the 
House, and the question being on the engrossing 
of the bill for a third reading— 

The House adjourned without deciding thereon. 





Satourpay, December 3. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ to authorize 
the purchase of the library of Thomas Jefferson, 
late President of the United States;” in which 
they ask the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. McKee reported a bill, giving further time 
to the purchasers of public lands to complete 
their payments; anda bill for the relief of the, 
heirs of James Hynum; which were twice read 
and committed. 

The bill to extend Oliver Evans’s patent for 
steam engines, was twice read and committed. 


INCOME TAX. 
Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, instructing them to 
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inquire into the “expediency of laying a duty op 
all salaried officers, and on the professional ip. 
come of lawyers. solicitors, and counsellors, and 
on the legal proceedings of courts of justice.” 
made the following report: 


That a tax upon salaries can only be expedient and 
proper under arbitrary Governments, where pensions 
and places are bestowed without a just regard to the 
public interest. In the United States, according to 
the principles of our Government, no salary can be al- 
lowed, except as a compensation for public service; a 
tax operates as a deduction from the salary, and such 
a tax, so far as respects the officers of the United 
States, would be an admission on the part of the legis- 
lative body, that, in fixing the salaries of their public 
officers, the public interest had been disregarded, and 
more than a just compensation allowed. Without de. 
ciding whether in some instances this may not be the 
case, the committee are of opinion that, if the evil ex. 
ists, the proper Constitutional remedy is not a tax, but 
a reduction of the salaries. The second member of 
the resolution embraces the income of lawyers, solicit- 
ors, and counsellors. The selection of a particular 
class of the community, which already pays, in com- 
mon with others, a tax on property and on consump- 
tion, and imposing on it an income tax, from which 
every other class is exempted, would be a departure 
from that system of equal and exact justice, which 
ought to form the basis of legislation in a free country. 
The third member of the resolution proposes a tax on 
the legal proceedings of courts. This tax, if confined 
to the Courts of the United States, would be unpro- 
ductive; if extended to the State Courts, difficult in 
the collection. It would fall principally on the neces- 
sitous and unfortunate, and produce collision with the 
State authorities. Upon the whole, it is considered 
inexpedient to resort to either of the proposed taxes. 
The following resolution is, therefore, submitted : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to impose a duty 
on salaried officers, on the income of lawyers, or on 
the proceedings of courts at law. 


The report was ordered to lie on the table. 


MONEYS RECEIVABLE FOR TAXES. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, instructing them to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law, 
that any kind of money paid by the Government 
to the troops in the service of the United States, 
for military services, shall be receivable from the 
people in payment of taxes, made the following 
report: 

That, under the general power to regulate the col- 
lection of taxes, the Secretary of the Treasury is pre- 
paring instructions to the collectors, in which a uni- 
form rule as to the receipt of bank notes will be pre- 
scribed. The committee consider that it would be un- 
safe to designate, by law, the notes in which taxes 
shall be received, and that a due regard for the public 
interest requires that this subject should be regulated, 
at present, by instructions issued, from time to time, 
from the Treasury Department; which may be s0 
framed, as to unite the safety of the revenue with the 
accommodation of the individual citizens. A state- 
ment of the circumstances which produced the reso- 
lution drawn up by the Representatives of Tennessee, 
together with a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 


716 





NON REY, viata coaaak os ET 


711 


Dec 


ury, 
mit | 


law, 
men 


of y: 
lutic 
insté 
prov 


P 
of tl 
ceiv: 


of tl 
nica 
gres 
gen 
I be 
The 
pay 
the 
that 
thes 
taxe 
Stat 
(wh 
dep 
coll 
for | 
mu 
hap 





ind 
ons 
the 


ire 


7, we ww | 





iS Sti 9 Ais edit i rgsnn Bars Mie a 


et eR er 


Ss aR RSE Ren toe 


717 HISTORY OF 


Decemser, 1814. 





Petition of Noah Shaw. 


718 
H.or R. 


CONGRESS. 























ury, accompanies this report; and the committee sub- 
mit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to designate, by 
law, the bank notes which shall be receivable in pay- 
ment of taxes. 





Trneasury Derartuext, Nov. 23, 1814. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, dated the 21st instant, enclosing a reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, passed the 11th 
instant, directing an inquiry “into the expediency of 
providing by law, that any kind of money which may 
be paid by the Government to the troops in the service 


of the United States, for military services, shall be re- | 


ceivable in payment from the people in taxes.” 

In the course of an endeavor to ascertain the grounds 
of the resolution, I have been favored with a commu- 
nication from the Representatives of Tennessee in Con- 
gress, (of which a copy is annexed,) in addition to the 


general information possessed in this Department ; and | 


I believe that the facts of the case are briefly these: 
The Secretary of War, having occasion for money to 
pay the militia who marched from Tennessee against 
the Creek Indians, obtained a loan in bank notes, for 
that purpose, from the Bank of Chilicothe. Some of 
these notes have since been offered in the payment of 
taxes to the collectors of the internal duties in the 
State of Tennessee; but, as the banks of Tennessee 
(where the money collected for taxes is required to be 
deposited) refuse to receive them as cash deposites, the 
collectors, in their turn, refuse to receive them as cash 
for taxes. Owing to the causes suggested in the com- 
munication to which I have already referred, and, per- 
haps, to other causes, perfectly consistent with the 
general solvency of the Bank of Chilicothe, the notes 
circulating in Tennessee have suffered a considerable 
depreciation. They have already been, it is alleged, 
an object of speculation; those paid by the United 
States to the militia cannot now be distinguished from 


other notes issued by the Bank of Chilicothe ; and any | 


attempt to give the former a preference, in the payment 
of taxes, would probably increase the arts of specula- 
tion, as well as the other inconveniences of which the 
citizens of Tennessee complain. 

Under these circumstances the case is, obviously, 
one of great delicacy. The Government has passed 
the notes at their nominal value; but it is equally 
true, that the Government is bound to pay for them to 
the bank according to their nominal value. 
ernment did not contract any engagement to support 


the credit of the notes, nor to accept them in payment | 





The Gov- | 


for taxes. The design of the instructions will be, to 
unite the security of the revenue with the accommoda- 
tion of the banks, as well as of individual citizens, dur- 
ing the disordered condition of the circulating medium 
of the country; and, in making this arrangement, I 
shall be highly gratified to find that the views of the 
mover of the resolution under consideration can be ac- 

| complished. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. J. DALLAS. 
J. W. Erres, Chairman, &c. 





Congress Hatt, November, 1814, 


Srr: It may be satisfactory to you to be informed of 
the situation of the banks in the State of Tennessee. 
There are two banks in that State—one at Knoxville, 
and the other at Nashville; both of them of unques- 
tionable credit and solvency. No suspension has taken 
place of specie payments, nor do we believe any sus- 
pension will take place. 

With respect to the Bank of Chilicothe, in the notes 
of which most of the troops in the service of the United 
States, from the State of Tennessee, have been paid, we 
can only observe, that no doubt was entertained of its 
solvency and ability to discharge its respective engage- 
ments, so far as we have been informed; but the notes 
would not circulate without considerable discount. 
This, we think, was produced in consequence of the 
course of trade being from the Southwest, Eastwardly, 
and Northeast, and money was not wanted at Chili- 
cothe by the citizens of the mercantile towns in Ten- 
nessee, and not by any doubt existing of the solvency 
of the bank. 

As these notes do not suit the commercial relations 
| existing between the citizens of Tennessee and the 
Eastern States, we do not wish them to be further 

used in the payment of troops there. 

The refusal, by the Government, to receive them 
again in the payment of taxes, has necessarily pro- 
duced considerable irritation, and it is believed, by some 
of the people there, to be an intentional attempt to im- 
pose on them. 

The spirit of patriotism and military ardor, now ex- 
| isting in as high a degree as in any part of the United 


} 








} 


States, is sinking under the injustice of this measure. 
We have the honor to be, &c. 

P. W. HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN H. BOWER, 
THOS. K. HARRIS, 
N. CANNON. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table. 


of duties at any subsequent period; and all the per- | 
sons who have accepted the notes, either in payment | 


from the Government, or by transfer from the militia, PETITION OF NOAH SHAW. 


have done so voluntarily, without any pretence of re- | 


liance upon any such engagement. If, therefore, it 
should be deemed proper to direct, by the legislative 
authority, that the notes of the Bank of Chilicothe 
shall be received in payment for duties, the principle of 
the direction will be equally applicable to every other 


case where the Government has paid its troops or cred- | 


itors in bank notes, which have afterwards suffered 
(from whatever cause) a depreciation in credit or cir- 
culating value. The effect of such a law, upon the 


public revenues, need not be particularly stated. 
Considering the subject, however, as a general sub- 
ject, meriting the serious attention of the Treasury 
Department, I am preparing instructions to the collec- 
tors, tv regulate their conduct in receiving bank notes 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, to whom was referred the petition of Noah 
| Shaw, made the following report: 
| That the facts necessary for forming an opinion on 
| the case, are stated in a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, which accompanies this report. From 
this statement it appears that the petitioner is not en- 
titled to relief under the special act of Congress, passed 
on the second day of January, 1812; and that the 
former Secretary refused, under the general law of the 
3d of March, 1797, to remit the forfeiture incurred by 
the petitioner, on the ground, that it did not appear to 
his satisfaction that the forfeiture was incurred without 
wilful negligence, or any intention of fraud. Ona 
review of the circumstances, the committee concur m 
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opinion with the late Secretary of the Treasury, that | then, he would not have decided the case, but he would 
ee petitioner is not entitled to relief. The following | have returned it to the district judge, to undergo 


resolution is therefore submitted. 


the necessary revision and amendment in point of 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought | form. Nor does it appear, from any information with. 


not to be granted. 





Treasury Department, 
November 4, 1814. 

Sin: In answer to your letter of the 28th ultimo, I 
have the honor to state, from the documents which ac- 
company the reference of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and from the facts ascertained at the Treasury 
Department, that, in the 1813, Noah Shaw, on behalf 
of Samuel Salsbury and A. P. Cleaveland, of Boston, 
presented a petition to the judge of the district court 
for the district of Vermont, setting forth, that Salsbury 
and Cleaveland, on the 9th of June, 1811, had imported 
into the province of Upper Canada, from Liverpool, in 
England, certain goods, specified in the invoice an- 
nexed, which they afterwards, on the 5th of March, 
1813, imported into Burlington, in the district of Ver- 
mont; that the goods being owned by citizens, were 
imported into Canada on board of a ship which de- 

d from Liverpool between the 23d of June and the 
15th of September, to wit: on the Ist of August, 1811; 
and that the goods were purchased in Great Britain 
before the war was there known to exist. 

That, on the 20th of November, 1813, the district 
judge certified to the Secretary of the Treasury the 
— and the proofs, but he made no statement of 

; and, on the 12th of July, 1814, the Secretary of 
the Treasury decided, in form, not to remit the for- 
feiture incurred by the importation of the goods into 
the United States. 

That it appears by the petition which Noah Shaw 
has recently presented to Congress, that Salsbury and 
Cleaveland had sold the goods to B. and C. Adams, on 
the 22d of September, 1812, from whom they were pur- 
chased by Noah Shaw, on the 11th of January, 1813, 
with a view to the importation, which he effected in 
the ensuing month of March. 

Upon these facts I take the liberty to offer the fol- 
lowing observations, for the consideration of the com- 
mittee : 

1. That, from the terms of the petition to the district 
judge, it appears that Mr. Shaw intended to seek re- 
lief, as for Salsbury and Cleaveland, under the special 
act of the 2d of January, 1813, directing the remission 
of certain forfeitures; and the prayer of the petitioner 
is, therefore, for relief according to the law in such 
case made and provided. The case, however, was cer- 
tainly not embraced by the special act; for the goods 
were not imported into the United States from the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; they 
were not shipped on board of a vessel which departed 
therefrom between the 23d of June and the 15th of 
September, 1812; and, so far as respects Mr. Shaw, 
the owner at the time of the importation, the purchase 
of the goods was made long after the war was known 
to exist at the place of purchase. 

2. That, although the case was not embraced by the 
I act, it became, properly, a question, whether 
Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to remit, 

er mitigate, the forfeiture, under the general law of 
the 3d of March, 1797, if, in his opinion, it was incur- 
red without wilful negligence, or any intention of 
fraud. It does not appear that the late Secretary ob- 
jected merely to an irregularity in the mode of exhib- 
iting the facts, or of transmitting the documents; for, 


in my reach, that the Secretary decided the case upon 
any doubt of his jurisdiction to remit the forfeiture, 
The case must therefore be deemed to have been de. 
cided on its merits; and the power of the Secretary o; 
the Treasury being once executed, the department can. 
not afterwards modify, or rescind, or change, the de. 
cision. 

It will remain, upon this general view of the subject, 
for the committee to decide, whether the petitioner 
ought to be recommended for relief to Congress. The 
danger of giving a sanction to speculations which in- 
volve an unauthorized intercourse with the enemy, 
and the tendency of such speculations to cover and 
countenance the worst kind of smuggling, will, no 
doubt, be duly considered. If, indeed, the case had 
been originally presented for my official interposition, 
I should have reflected well before I decided, that, in 
principle, and in circumstances, it was entitled to the 
equitable relief of the act of the 3d of March, 1797. 
That act was meant to provide for cases of mere acci- 
dent or misfortune, and for cases uncontaminated by 
any fraudulent intention, when the necessary rigor of 
the general law would become, in the particular in- 
stance, an instrument of hardship and cruelty. But 
no man is ever permitted to obtain relief in the courts 
of justice, upon a claim founded in his own wilful vio- 
lation of the law; and it would be an extraordinary, 
and, I presume, a novel application of the equitable 
powers of the Secretary of the Treasury, to legitimate 
a trade with the enemy, through the medium of remit- 
ting penalties and forfeitures incurred by a breach o! 
the non-importation acts. 

have the honor to be, &c. 
A. J. DALLAS, 

Hon. J. W. Errss, Chairman, &c. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table. 

ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill “making further provision for filling the 
ranks of the Army of the United States.” 

Mr. Pirxin, of Conneeticut, made a motion, the 
object of which was to strike out of the bil! that 
part of it which makes binding the enlistment of 
all persons from eighteen to fifty years of age. 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. Kino, 
of Massachusetts, Warp, Grosvenor, and Wes- 
STER, were the principal speakers against the bill; 
and Messrs. Fisk, Suarp, and Barner, its prin- 
cipal defenders. 

Mr. Cyrus Kina, of Massachusetts, addressed 
the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I think it my duty to make to 
the House some observations on the bill now un- 
der discussion, in connexion with other military 
bills and some of the revenue bills, which have 
been reported, as 1 deem the whole of your war 
system either against the enemy or the people o! 
thiscountry. This mode of considering the sub- 
ject will do justice to the Administration, and to 
their friends in the respective Houses of Congress. 
And this justice I am disposed to render to them. 
notwithstanding I believe that, by some of their 
past acts, they have proved themselves the very 
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worst enemies of the American people. This 
view, sir, I wish to submit to the House, if it be 
possible steadily to look at this system of military 
conscription, and of oppressive taxation, and not 
startle at the destruction with which it threatens 
our country. titan ! 

A sagacious political writer, in speaking of the 
errors and oppressions of rulers, has remarked, 
that the necessity of any Government is the 
greatest reflection upon the virtue of the people ; 
but, sir, with all due deference, I never shall con- 
sider that as the greatest reflection, as long as a 
people can be found so degraded, so regardless of 
their own interest and importance, as to tolerate 
an Administration after they shall have failed to 


accomplish the very end of their institution, and 
shall have raised their parricidal arm against the 


very instrument by which they have their exist- 


- ence. That this is the case with the present Ad- 
_ ministration, a little more reflection, and some 


more suffering, if it be possible to add to it, will 
convince the American people. 

Take, if you please, sir, the ordinary evidence 
of a well-administered Government, respect abroad 
and prosperity at home, and ask yourself if this 
Administration have continued these blessings to 
thisnation. That our form of Government, when 


+ correctly administered agreeably to the Constitu- 


tion, is capable of producing, and for a time con- 
tinuing, these rational blessings, we have the 
splendid example of the Administrations of Wash- 
ington, and of Adams, before his fall. Are you 
now respected abroad? No, sir, there is not a 
nation, not a crowned head in Europe, that is 
friendly towards you. I ask pardon, sir, there is 

rhaps one—I mean the great Emperor of the 
fittle island of Elba; but even he is now said, 
like Milton’s devil, to eye you askance, and to 
grin horribly at the destruction which he has 
brought upon you. How you alienated foreign 
nations from you is now matter of history; by 
constantly aiding the attempts of the late fell 
tyrant of Europe at universal empire, your desti- 
nies were united with his, and you must now 
expect to share with him the general detestation 
of mankind. But, sir, what will forever fix your 
character in Europe, and I think your doom at 
home, is your rash declaration of war at the time 
you did it;—thus, like willing slaves, binding 
yourselves to the then triumphal car of the en- 
slaver of nations. Yes, sir, you courageously de- 
clared your war when you supposed the imperial 
tyrant had his victim bound at his feet, and the 
sword out and whetted that was to be plunged 
into her vitals. You then magnanimously ex- 
pected to be in at the death and share the spoils. 
Sir, the rashness and folly of this Administra- 
tion, on that occasion, forcibly reminds us of the 
fable of the madman, who undertook to shear a 
wolf. What, exclaimed his friends, shear a wolf! 
Have you considered the danger and difficulty of 
the undertaking, and the little profit you are like- 
ly to gain if you succeed? No, says the mad- 
man, | have considered nothing but the right ! 
The Sovereign of the Universe has given to man 
dominion over the beasts of the forest and of the 
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field ; I, therefore, have the right, and will shear 
the wolf. 

So this Administration, believing that the im- 
perial robber of France had the royal bull of 
England by the horns, thought they had a right, 
this a favourable opportunity, and attempted to 
shear him; but, most unfortunately for them, the 
royal beast broke from the imperial robber, trod 
him under foot, and is now pushing, with full 
vigor, at poor Mr. Madison and his friends. 

ave you, sir, been more fortunate at home, in 
continuing the “eae awd of this country and of 
its citizens? The bankruptcy of your Treasury, 
and the misery and groans of the people, pro- 
nounce an awful negative to this question. Still, 
in this ruined state of the country, and impover- 
ished situation of the people, you call upon them 
for more men and more money. For this pur- 
pose numerous tax bills and military bills have 
been reported. And with these facts staring him 
in the face, your new Secretary, the fresh hand 
at the Treasury bellows, who has labored so hard 
to blow up public credit, had the effrontery to 
declare, in his first report, that the resources of 
the nation remain almost untouched by the hand 
of the Government; because I suppose his hand 
had not before touched them. And this, sir, is 
one of the evils attendant on the perpetual fluc- 
tuation of officers in some of your departments. 
No sooner is one leach brushed from the veins of 
the people than a fresh one is fastened on them, 
to suck the last drop of their blood. 

You attempt to raise a revenue in two ways— 
by direct and indirect taxes—though the genius 
of the Administration, I think, leads them to the 
indirect mode, that the hand of the Government 
should as seldom as possible be seen by the peo- 
ple while they are picking their pockets. The 
justice of this mode may well be questioned. 
When you impose a direct tax every citizen 
knows what he has to pay; but when you tax 
articles in the hand of the manufacturer, the re- 
tailer, or the merchant, they add what they please, 
certainly never less than the tax, for advance of 
money and interest; and thus the citizen is often 
obliged to pay more than double the amount of 
the tax. Though indeed, sir, in the present im- 
—— situation of the people, I can see but 
ittle other difference in the two modes of taxa- 
tion than between petit larceny and robbery. 
The disposition that would induce an Adminis- 
tration, at a time like this, to adopt the indirect 
mode would urge an unfortunate being, in hum- 
ble life, clandestinely to pick a pocket or rob a 
hen roost; and the evil genius that would impel 
the former to resort to the direct mode, would 
embolden the latter to attack the citizen, and de- 
mand his money at the point of the bayonet, or 
the muzzle of the pistol. 

[Mr. Kine was here cautioned by the honora- 
ble Speaker not to violate that order and deco- 
rum in debate which the rules of the House re- 
quire. Thanking the honorable Speaker for the 
caution, Mr. K. replied: This, sir, is a subject 
which [ never will debate but with the Constitu- 
tion in my hand. I will boldly march to the ex- 
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treme verge of its powers, and there be ready, at 
all times, to give to my political opponents a 


practical illustration of my ideas of the rights of |‘ militia to execute the laws of the 


a a and of the privilege of a mem- 
ber; I never will wantonly invade the territory 
of my adversary, nor, without a struggle, be 
driven from my own. ] 

On the subject of taxes, sir, your President, in 
his first Message at this session, says: “We have 
‘ seen them (the people) every where paying their 
* taxes, direct and indirect, with the greatest alac- 
‘ rity.” And the late Secretary, Mr. Campbell, 
taking his pitch from the President, celebrates in 
the same strain, “the promptitude and cheerful- 
ness with which the present taxes are paid.” 
What reward, said Mr. K., do the people receive 
for all this patriotism and devotion to their coun- 
try? You double their burdens, and increase 
your exactions. You have resolved to double 
your land tax, making it six millions of dollars ; 
to double the auction and carriage taxes; to add 
fifty per cent. to the taxes on the retailers, and on 
the postage of letters and newspapers; it is nat- 
ural, sir, that you should increase the latter tax ; 
by taxing the press, many of the people will be 
compelled to give up their newspapers, and thus 
be less able to scrutinize the conduct of this Ad- 
ministration. On domestic distilled spirits, you 
have increased the tax four hundred per cent., 
lest the people should obtain a drop of comfort 
from that source. And, to crown the whole, you 
have resolved to add twenty-one new items to 
your list of taxable articles. Many of which, 
sach as the taxes on hats, leather, nails, iron, &c., 
will fall peculiarly heavy on those who are poorly 
able to pay. If such be the reward of their pa- 
triotism, you will compel the people to try the 
effect of a manly resistance to such oppression. 

But happy, happy would it be for this dis- 
tressed, this devoted people, if after thus depriv- 
ing them of their property, in many cases of their 
last dollar, this Administration would be satisfied. 
No, but the people must then bestow their ser- 
vices, must surrender their bodies, and spill their 
blood for these or men, in carrying on 
this ruinous war. For this purpose sundry mili- 
tary bills have been reported ; the three principal 
may be described as the conscription bill of the 
Senate; the conscription bill of the House; and 
that now under consideration, the minor conscrip- 
tion bill. 

The great objection to all these bills is, that 
they confound the distinction made in the Con- 
stitution between the regular army and the mili- 
tia; a subject upon which no mistakes can be 
made except such as are wilful. How did your 
predecessors, and how ought you to exercise the 
Constitutional power of raising armies? By vol- 
untary enlistment of persons capable of contract- 
ing ; for enlistment is only a contract. Congress 
has power “To provide for organizing, arming, 
‘and disciplining the militia, and for governing 
‘such part of them as may be employed in the 
‘ service of the United States, reserving to the 
* States respectively the appointment of the offi- 
‘cers, and the authority of training the militia 
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‘ according to the discipline prescribed by Con. 
‘ gress.” Also—* To provide for calling forth the 
, Q ‘ non, Sup- 
‘ press insurrections, and repel invasion.” Ap 
when called into the actual service of the United 
States, the President shall be the Commander-ip. 
Chief thereof. Now, sir, Congress has already 
passed laws for organizing the militia into divis. 
ions, brigades, regiments, battalions, and compa. 
nies, and they have been organized accordingly, 
Also, for arming the militia, and which you have 
partially executed; and for some of the other 
purposes mentioned in the Constitution. They 
are then, sir, by your Constitution and laws, and 
they were such in most of the States before the 
Constitution was adopted, or your laws enacted, 
an independent, organized, armed, and disciplined 
corps, in the respective States, with an inde- 
pendent Commander-in-Chief over each. And, 
sir, Congress can now approach them in no other 
form, nor through any other channel than that of 
this independent commander ; any law or laws of 
Congress to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Now, sir, what do your first two bills contem- 
plate? That from the Senate, which is drawn 
with great art, and may be abused to the worst of 
purposes, does indeed call upon the Executives of 
the States for their respective quotas of the mili- 
tia required, but after that we hear no more of 
the State authority. The second section divides 
the whole militia into as many classes as there are 
soldiers required from each State, ordering each 
class to furnish one; the third section directs the 
commanders of companies what persons to enrol, 
and to make their returns to the Adjutant General 
of the United States; he is to send his orders to 
the commanders of brigades, and these again to 
the commanders of regiments, who are to issue 
their orders to commanders of companies, and 
they to see the draught made. And these State 
officers over whom you have no legal control, till 
called into your service, are to be fined, imprisoned, 
and cashiered, if they do not obey your illega! 
mandates: and all this without consulting their 
Constitutional Commanders-in-Chief. Now, sir. 
it is very certain, that if they do obey those man- 
dates, they will be liable to fine and imprison- 
ment, under the State laws; you therefore place 
them between two fires. And thus the poor mili- 
tia officers are to be cut up, whether they obey or 
disobey. 

But, sir, the conscription bill of the House is 
still more destructive of our militia; it goes, sir, 
to disband the whole; to melt it down to one 
common mass; and out of this chaos makes up 
little squads of twenty-five, each of which is, 
under severe penalties, to furnish a man during 
the war for the regular army. If, sir, you have 
a right thus to take a twenty-fifth, you may take 
the whole, and convert the whole militia intoa 
standing or regular army, under the command o! 
your President—thus completely annihilating the 
State sovereignties. The great mistake, is, sir, 
that you undertake to command the militia before 
they are, according to the Constitution, called into 
the actual service of the United States. To illus- 
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trate my meaning, suppose the case of two inde- 
ndent rcenuies under your laws, where one, 
in ease of necessity, is required to support the 
other: take, if you please, the case of General 
Jzard and General Brown. The latter has occa- 
sion for a thousand men from the command of 
the former; according to the bill from the Senate, 
Brown calls upon Izard for that number; but, lest 
Izard should not comply, he directs Izard’s sub- 
ordinate officers, without consulting their com- 
mander, to send him the number required, and 
threatens to cashier them if they do not eee 
comply ; or, according to the principle of the bill 
of the House, Brown goes to Izard’s army, dis- 
bands the whole, cuts it up into twenty-fives, and 
takes one man from each. Do you suppose, sir, 
that such orders or such conduct would be sub- 
mitted to? Are they not subversive of all mili- 
tary subordination, and destructive to our militia 
—the guardians of our rights and liberties? I 
again repeat, sir, that the militia of each State are 
an independent, organized, and armed corps, with 
an independent Commander-in-Chief over each ; 
that you must approach them as such ; and I will 
add, that if you attempt to do it in any other man- 
ner, you will be received at the point of the 
bayonet. : 
he necessity of considering the militia in this 
light is apparent, it is the physical force of the 
State to defend it against all aggressions, liable to 
be called upon ata moment’s warning; but if the 
United States can thus interfere with it at plea- 
sure, take such part as they please, and garble it 
to suit their purposes, they will ruin the system, 
and deprive the States of their only protection. 
A State suddenly invaded, and an instant call 
upon an adjoining State becomes necessary, what 
will you do without an organized militia, to fly 
to therelief of such State? Or what will you do 
for one, if your present plans are adopted? Be- 
sides, sir, is not the State commander of the mili- 
tia the best judge from what part of his command, 
on a call, the troops can most safely be detached ? 
But your plans go to take the militiamen indis- 
criminately from every part of the State, although 
a large proportion of them may be on duty, ora 
part of the State invaded. Such arbitrary plans 
can only be calculated to destroy the militia sys- 
tem, and of course the sovereignties of the States. 
The militia system of New England, sir, is al- 
most coeval with its settlement, and I trust in 
God, and on the valor of her sons, that it will be 
co-extensive with her existence. 

But, sir, the principle embraced in the minor 
conscription bill, is the most inhuman, immoral, 
and oe that ever was attempted to be es- 
tablished by this, and, of course, by any other as- 
sembly, called deliberative. I mean, sir, the au- 
thority intended to be given to your recruiting 
officers to enlist minors, without the consent, or 
even against the will of the parent, master or 
guardian ; in other words, and in effect, if carried, 
to steal the ward from the guardian, entice the 
apprentice from his master, and to seduce the 
child from his parent; and thus destroy, “all the 
charities of father, son, and brother.” Where 


were the feelings of the father, when the cold 
politician could recommend such a horrid prin- 
ciple; nay a father could not, a christian would 
not do it. 

And, sir, besides outraging the best feelings of 
the heart, the principle violates several important 
provisions of the Constitution. Suppose, sir, an 
opposer of the Constitution had inquired of its 
friends, before its adoption, how the power to 
raise armies was to be exercised ; his answer must 
have been by the voluntary and fair enlistment 
of persons capable of contracting; this would 
have satisfied the parent, master, and guardian, 
because they would have shown that their wards, 
apprentices, and children, under twenty-one, were 
incapable of forming such contract. Can you 
then, sir, against common law and common right, 
by any act of yours, confer a capacity to enlist, 
or contract, which did not exist at the informa- 
tion of the Constitution? Sir, the illustration so 
pointedly stated by my honorable friend and col- 
league (Mr. Warp) in a different manner, re- 
specting married women, had occurred to me, in 
relation to their inability to contract. You have 
occasion, in your armies, for women to attend the 
sick, and to nurse some of your old generals; sup- 
pose you should, by law, attempt to authorize 
your officers to recruit some women for these ne- 
cessary purposes, and as married women are gen- 
erally most experienced, you should instruct your 
officers to contract with such, without the consent 
of their husbands. Do you suppose that such a 
law ought to be executed? Should you imagine 
it Constitutional? If not, neither is it so in re- 
gard of minors, for they no more than married 
women, can, by law, contract; nor can you any 
more confer the capacity upon the one, than 
upon the other. 

Besides, sir, by the Constitution, “no State 
shall pass any law impairing the obligation of 
contracts ;” you will not contend that this prohi- 
bition to the several States, confers the power on 
the United States; because, but for the prohibi- 
tion, it would have been reserved to the States or 
people, though, I trust in God, never to have been 
exercised. But pass this law, and you not only 
impair, but dissolve a thousand solemn contracts, 
now authorized by law, between parents, masters, 
and guardians. You attempt to do more—impi- 
ously to sever that tie between parents and chil- 
dren, formed by the finger of God, in the heart of 
man. 

It is no answer to say that the master is to receive 
part of the bribe, which is to entice his appren- 
tice from him; for we deny your right thus to 
entice or enlist him. It is well that you do not 
thus insult the parent by offering him some of the 
pieces of silver, which are to betray his child 
from him—the price of blood. Though he too 
has a property in the service of the child till 
twenty-one, which you cannot take “for public 
use without just compensation.” 

Believe me, sir, as your laws now stand, this 
war has already introduced into private families, 
too much distress. On this very subject of en- 
listing minors, the most inhuman and distressing 
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acts have been perpetrated by some of your re-| I entreat 


cruiting officers. Minors have been often enlisted 
without the consent of their parents; and when 
these parents have demanded them of your offi- 
cers, they have laughed them toscorn; and when 
they have called in the civil authority to enforce 
their demands, it has been resisted by force of 
arms; and the unhappy youth marched off, in the 
dead of night, and concealed from his parent. 
And when, driven by the severity of his officers, 
the suffering child has fled to his paternal man- 
sion for protection, that mansion, the castle of 
his parent, has been surrounded at night by ruf- 
fian soldiers, its sanctity violated, its doors burst 
open, and the struggling child torn from the arms 
of his distracted mother. Another instance, I 
know, where a child, enticed away and enlisted, 
ran to the arms of his father for safety—the father 
and son were waylaid by armed soldiers in the 
woods, were attacked with swords and pistols, 
and the suffering child forcibly taken from the 
wounded parent. 

If these cruelties are inflicted contrary to law, 
what accumulation of distress may we not anti- 
cipate, when they shall be authorized by law? 
I speak of facts which I do know, of distresses of 
daily occurrence, of crimes which have wrung 
the father’s heart with anguish, and filled his 
house with misery and woe. 

This act, sir, authorizes your reeruiting officers 
to enlist into your army, any free, effective, able- 
bodied man, between the ages of eighteen and 
fifty. Now, sir, what kind of a free, able-bodied 
man, is a stripling of eighteen, under the author- 
ity of his parent, or bound toa master. I agree with 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Hopxins,) whose zeal and intelligence I have 
often admired, (they, I think, were misapplied 
here,) that the minor contemplated by this bill, 
is not 


“ The infant 
Mewling and puling in his nurse’s arms.” 
Nor, sir, can, or ought he to be—a 

“ Soldier, 
Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 
Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel, 
Seeking the bubble reputation 
Even in the cannon’s mouth.” 


I would ask that honorable gentleman, what 
such a stripling would do in battle, opposed to 
his huge frame and nervous arm? Could he turn 

our bayonet, or stop the descending sword ? Be- 
ieve me, he could not. No, sir, boys of that age 
cannot bear the hardships of a camp, much less 
can they withstand the shock of battle, or breast 
the storm of war. 

If what I have urged will not induce you to 
arrest the progress of this bill, I appeal to you—I 
beseech you, as friends of humanity, to spare the 
tears which the passage of this law will cause to 
flow; I appeal to you as fathers, by every endear- 
ing tie which binds you to your children, not to 
deprive the aged parent of the child of his youth, 
the support and solace of his declining years, lest 
you bring his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
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ou to make the case your own—sup. 
pose a darling child, an only son, snatched from 
you by the scourge of war—in the language oj 
grief and of nature, you will then exclaim: 
* Would to God I had died for thee, O Absalom. 
my son, oF son !” 

James Madison, President of the United States 
is the father of this system of conscription {o, 
America, as his unfortunate friend Bonaparte wa; 
of that of France ; this he announced in his Mes. 
sage, before referred to, as follows : 

“T earnestly renew, at the same time, a recommen. 
dation of such changes in the system of militia, as, by 
classing and disciplining for the most prompt and «x. 
tive service the portions most capable of it, will give to 
that great resource for the public safety all the requi- 
site energy and efficiency.” 

His plans therefor, substantially embraced by 
these conscription bills, were afterwards submit. 
ted to Congress, by his Secretary of War, Jame 
Monroe, and by him attempted to be recommend. 
ed to the American people, by the plea of neces- 
Silty : 

“ So spake the fiend, and, with necessity, 

The tyrant’s plea, excus’d his devilish deeds.” 

Your President further says, in the same Mes. 
sage: “We see the people rushing with enthusi- 
‘asm to the scenes where danger and duty call, 
‘ In offering their blood, they give the surest pledge 
‘ that no other tribute will be withheld.” [f this 
be true, sir, where is the necessity of violatiog 
the Constitution to impose upon the people a mil- 
itary despotism and French conscription ? Thai 
it is true, in one sense, the acknowledged ani 
tried virtue and patriotism of the people are proof. 
But it is at the call of the State authorities (now 
our only efficient rulers) that they fly to arms, 
defend the soil, and everything dear to them ; this 
they are able, this they are ready, this they are 
determined to do, against all invaders—not, how- 
ever, as a tribute to Nero, but as a sacred duty to 
themselves and their country. 

As to the patriotism and devotion of the people 
to their country, we hear much said by geatle- 
men on both sides of the House ; and compari- 
sons, too often odious, have been made between 
the relative patriotism of the West and North; 
these sectional views I regret as much as any one. 
especially, when rendered necessary by the cou- 
stant oppression, by the Administration, of par- 
ticular sections of the country. The Governors 
of New England have been traduced, because 
they would not fall down and worship the idols 
of Democracy, while the gentlemen of the Wes! 


| bave continually celebrated the devotion of their 


States to the powers that are. In the first aod 
second session of the 13th Congress, we were al- 
most deafened with their cry of patriotism and 
proffers of service; but, at this session, the tune 
appears to be a little changed; it is now said 
that the people must be encouraged; that it is 
wrong to expect them to save their country with- 
out a liberal compensation; in other words, n0 
pay, no patriotism. Sir, 1am disposed to do more 
than justice, if possible, to our brethren of the 
West; I most cordially acknowledge them as 
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brethren ; many of them are from New England ; 


4 1 know them to be hardy, bold, and enterprising. 


- hausted at the same moment. 


Bat, sir, it is a little unfortunate for our poor 
country, that the stock of patriotism of the West 
and our national Treasury should both be ex- 
I cannot say that 
there was any very intimate connexion between 
them, or that the one received its aliment from 


) the other. I only mention facts which have been 
’ announced on this floor. 


Pause for a moment, sir, and reflect upon the 


» manner in which you have attempted to raise 
- and recruit your Army, for carrying on this ruin- 
' ous war. At first, you appealed to the patriotism 
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of the people to support you in this rash measure, 
and expected to raise an army by offering the 
usual bounty and wages; disappointed in that ex- 
pectation, you next attempted to buy soldiers, and 
authorized your recruiting officers to give for them 
in bounty, land, and wages, about the value of a 
prime slave in the South. And those who were 
tempted, by the price only, to sell themselves to 


: you, except to save their families from starving, 
_ deserve to be slaves. 
_ attempts to enlist the people on your side, in this 


Thus baffled in all your 


war, you intend, by these conscription bills, stick- 


_ ing to the slave principles still, to kidnap the peo- 


ple, as you would slaves ; and they will deserve 
this fate, if they tamely submit to such op- 
pression. 

We were gravely told, the other day, by an 


honorable gentleman, (Mr. Barnerv,) in debate, 


that this was the people’s war; that they must 
and should come out and fight their own battles. 


| It was, I think, sir, but a poor compliment to the 


people of this country, to call an act theirs, 
passed by so lean a majority of their Representa- 
tives. No, sir, you passed the act declaring war 
at your peril, as you pass every other law; if it 
be salutary, if it prove beneficial to the country, 
the people will support you; if not, the disgrace 
and ruin ought to fall upon your own heads. 
That honorable gentleman said further, that they 
had heretofore fed the people with soft corn; that 
is, treated them too kindly, rendered them too 
prosperous and happy. What, in the name of 
God, does the honorable gentleman mean by this ? 
What species of distress, what complication of 
misery, have you failed to bring upon the people, 
in the last seven years? A whole apprenticeship 
of wretchedness. Have you not destroyed their 
commerce, paralyzed their industry, loaded them 
with taxes, (after depriving them of the ability 
to pay,) forced them into your ranks to support 
their wives and children, subjected them to fre- 
quent and harassing calls for militia service, often 
discharged them therefrom without clothing or 
pay, far from their families and friends, sick, dis- 
tressed, and wounded? And what, let me ask, is 
the situation of a whole army in the North, so 
SS described by an honorable gentleman 
rom Pennsylvania, (Mr. Incuam,) at this in- 
clement season of the year, in that severe, cold 
climate, destitute of clothes, with nothing to cover 
them but the heavens; no friendly mansion to re- 
ceive their wounded bodies, unless the friendly 


earth, in compassion of their suffering, should 
open her bosom, and receive them and their mis- 
eries forever ! 

If this, sir, be to treat the people with soft corn, 
I pray that honorable gentleman to give it to his 
slaves, and not to freemen. But he further re- 
marked, that they have been hitherto daubing 
the people with untempered mortar. There, sir, 
I perfectly agree with him. When the great 
Jefferson, (I mean great in theory, bat little in 
fact, the author of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and the hero of Carter’s Mountain,) in his 
Inaugural Address, in honeyed, though deceitful 
accents, which never ought to be forgotten by his 
friend, or forgiven by the friends of our country, 
said, we are all Federalists, all Republicans— 
all white, all black—he daubed the people with 
untempered mortar. Mr. Madison (the destroyer 
of Washington, as he would be of every one that 
bore his name or revered his virtues) following 
the example of his great predecessor, has, in many 
of his Messages, and by many of his acts, daubed 
the people with untempered mortar; and you 
have attempted to build up your party with un- 
tempered mortar, until the political fabric, like 
the remains of the edifices around us, is tumbling 
into ruin. 

We have, indeed, sir, fallen on evil times, and 
this is a strange Government under which we 
suffer. Our Constitution is beautiful in theory. 
In reading it we should suppose that the peo- 
ple were everything, and that it could not fail 
of rendering them prosperous and happy, as 
indeed it did, under the wise administration of 
WasnincTon; but, since it has fallen into the 
hands of its enemies, it appears to be entirely 
changed. As now administered, we should sup- 
pose that the people were made for the Govern- 
ment, not the Government for the people, and, 
that the great duty of the people was to maintain 
a corrupt Administration, with its thousand de- 
pendants and hungry expectants, in idleness and 
dissipation. You tax the people, you deprive them 
of employment and property ; you fight your bat- 
tles with the people, and when your severity forces 
them to desert, you shoot them by dozens. And 
all this is done in the name and for the good of 
the people. “ We, the people,” stand first in the 
Constitution, and the last to receive any benefit 
from it. 

When, sir, gentlemen on this side of the House 
have, in behalf of the people, accused Mr. Madi- 
son and some of his Cabinet of high crimes and 
misdemeanors, the friends of these men have re- 
ferred them to the Constitution for their impeach- 
ment and punishment. Cruel insult and mock- 
ery! Impeachment? Who, in the name of God, 
are to vote and carry up—I ask pardon, sir, I 
should say down—everything in this strange 
Government is sadly turned topsy-turvy—who, 
I repeat, in the name of God, are to vote and 
carry down articles of impeachment against these 
higa offenders? Is it not the majority on this 
floor ; the fast friends of the Executive; the ad- 
visers and abettors of some of the most oppressive 
acts of which we complain? Will they vote 
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articles of impeachment which go to criminate 


themselves? It is too much to expect of poor 
human nature, constituted as itis. If, however, 
returning to a sense of justice and of duty to the 
oa I I well know that I violate all proba- 

ility by the supposition—the majority should 
be induced to perform this sacred office, after this 
Grand Inquest for the body of the nation, as it is 
sometimes called, have found a true bill, what is 
the body or petit jury which is to try it? Isita 
packed jury? No, notso good; for then there 
would be a right of challenge ; but the people 
must take them as they find them, unanointed, 
unannealed, with all their party and political sins 
about them. Yes, sir, when you approach the 
Senate of the United States you go one step 
nearer to the President, one step nearer the head 
of power, patronage, and corruption. The pres- 
ent majority in that body are the personal friends 
and advisers of the President; they are connect- 
ed by official duties, confirm his nominations, ex- 
tend the Executive patronage, whereby the offices 
of the people are made use of as instruments to 
debauch and corrupt them. Can you expect such 
a majority to find one of their friends guilty, when 
the same verdict would seal their own condem- 
nation ? 

This consolidation of the different departments 
of Government, I must observe to you, sir, is one 
of the high crimes which this Administration 
has committed against the Constitution and the 
American people. For party and corrupt pur- 
poses, you have broken down the barriers inter- 
posed by the Constitution, for the safety of the 
people, between the several departments of power, 
whereby this Administration, including the ma- 
jorities in both Houses of Congress, have become 
one unleavened lump of democracy and oppres- 
sion. Not content with the Constitution, as you 
violently tore it from Washington and its other 
friends; not content with creeping under it, leap- 
ing over it, winding round it—now, sword in 
hand, attempting to pierce through it; you have 
so altered it, changed it, and mangled it, to suit 
your party views and purposes—to perpetuate 

our power and misrule—that the people no 
onger know or acknowledge it; no longer find 
under it protection for their property or safety 
for their lives. It is time then, sir, high time, for 
the people, in their turn, to look into this instru- 
ment; to see if they can heal the wounds which 
violence has inflicted on it—restore it to its pris- 
tine health and vigor; that they may, as at the 
beginning, find sa ety and protection under the 
shadow of the wings of the American Eagle. 

If this Administration can, consistently with 
the provisions of the Constitution, ruin the coun- 
try and oppress the people as they have done, 
that Constitution should, and must be changed. 
If, on the contrary, they have brought this ruin 
and eee upon the country in open viola- 
tion of that charter, once deemed sacred, then is 
this Administration, with James Madison at its 
head, a common nuisance, and ought to be abated 
by the people. 

We still hear a feeble, though insidious cry of 
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union. Union with whom? The present bank. 
rupt, oppressive Administration? Believe me, 
gentlemen, you want no aid for that purpose: 
you are completing it as fast as time and your 
crimes will permit. You complain that avarice 
hoards, and that timidity locks up the money 
from you. No, gentlemen, you mistake ; it js 
common sense and common prudence which keep 
it from the grasp of bankrupts and spendthrifis, 

Sir, this country is in an alarming and awfy| 
situation. She is tottering on the brink of ruin, 
The people have, indeed, a difficult and painful 
labor and duty to perform, to protect themselves 
and their country against the desperate assaults 
of an oppressive and wicked Administration, and 
of an exasperated foreign enemy ; but, with the 
blessing of Heaven on their exertions, they wil! 
triumph over all their enemies. It is now said, 
and I think with truth, that the salvation of this 
country depends upon the revival of its expiring 
credit. This the present men in power cannot 
accomplish. The Administration ts bankrupt in 
means and resources, and they have ruined most 
of their friends who have loaned them money. 
In vain do they resort to the bubble of paper 
credit, which will burst with the very breath that 
blows it up; in vain do they turn their vacant 
stare on that huge spectre of a fifty million paper 
bank—that castle in the air, that baseless fabric 
of a vision, which must dissolve in thin air. No, 
sir; such visions will not meet or avert the dread: 
ful calamity which surrounds us. There is but 
one mode, then, in which this nation can be saved. 
By placing, and that immediately, the nation in 
the hands and under the guardian care of men in 
whom the people have, and ought to have confi 
dence; in the hands of men who, with Wash- 
ington, before laid the foundation of public cred- 
it—which nothing but folly and wickedness could 
undermine; under the care of men who, with 
Washington at their head, and with his spirit 
and principles in their hearts, raised our Republic 
to glory and renown. But, mistake me not. No 
bribe can tempt, no office seduce, the true disci- 
ples of Washington to desert or betray their 
principles or their country. Nothing but the in- 
terest—nothing short of the salvation, of their 
country, could induce them to resume that au- 
thority, now so abused, which was insidiously 
wrested from them. Place such men in author- 
ity; put the destinies of the nation into theit 
hands, and thousands of their friends will rally 
round their standard—not with empty profes- 
sions of lives and fortunes, but with the free-will 
offering of their treasures and their blood. 

Mr. Grosvenor rose in reply to Mr. Snare. 
of Kentucky. 

Mr. G. said, that, impatient as the House ap- 
peared to be for the question, he could not suffer 
it to be taken without some animadversions upon 
the sentiments expressed by the honorable gentle- 
man who had just sat down. Before he offered 
those, however. he would speak briefly to the 
propriety and Constitutionality of the provision 
under discussion. He confessed he had bestowed 
upon it no particular attention, as it had not beea 
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his purpose to take any part in the debate. He 

had thought that the reasoning of his honorable 

friend was conclusive against it upon Constitu- | 
tional grounds; and he had hoped, that the dis- 

tress which would be carried into domestic life, 

so eloquently described by the two gentlemen 

’ from Massachusetts, (Messrs. Warp and Kine,) 

| would reach the heart of every member, and com- 

pel him to reject the provision. But he was 

wholly mistaken. If, said Mr. G., anything could 

astonish me in this House, it would be the per- 

) tinacity with which this offensive provision is 

| pressed upon us. The object to be obtained is so 

_ extremely trifling, as to render the ardor of pur- 

) suit as ridiculous as it is impolitic. I believe my 

. friend from New Hampshire haz gone to the very 

- extent of the fact, when he has admitted that you | 
_ might, possibly, by this provision, gain an acces- 

_ sion of one thousand to your armies. Under the 

| present law minors enlist. All that worthless de- 

' scription of young men, who have received their | 
_ education in the uppling shops and the brothels, 
now go into your armies, and nobody reclaims | 
them, because the camp is their proper element. 
Beyond this description, which you now have, if | 
| you gain an annual thousand you will exceed | 
even your own expectation ; and for this paltry 
gain you are about to adopt a principle, not only 
in the opinion of many unconstitutional, but, in 
practice, jeopardizing the good order of the com- 
> munity, violating contracts, disturbing the sacred 
» rights of natural affection, and all the felicities 
of domestic life. My honorable friend from New 
Hampshire has characterized the proceeding as 
folly ; I pronounce ita measure combining strong 
characters of weakness and violence, of folly and 
madness. 

Is it Constitutional ? The provision is, that all | 
minors, of every condition, may, of their own | 
mere wiil, contract to serve in your armies, and 
that such contract shall be conclusive and bind- 
ing. By the laws of every State the age of mi- 
nority is fixed, and no minor can make a valid 
and binding contract. Can you abrogate this 
State law? No, sir. To do so, was never dele- 
gated to you by the State or the people. All 
analogies from other Governments fail you. 
Yours is a Government, sovereign to be sure, but 
whose sovereignty is confined to particular sub- 
jects of legislation, and is limited by articles and 
sections. You have power to legislate upon no 
subjects, except such as are brought within your 
jurisdiction by the Constitution. 

Sir, in what article or section of the Consti- | 
tion do you find a power to enter the sanctu- | 
ary of society, and frame municipal laws for 
this people? Where is your authority to give 
ability to the citizens to make contracts, which 
ability is forbidden by the municipal laws of 
the States? The ability to contract is the 
creature of municipal law; it is the subject of 
State legislation; it is exclusively reserved to 
the States, as sovereign States. And it is a di- 
rect subversion of the very frame of our Govern- 
ment to usurp that power, which exists not in the 
Constitution. Where will you stop? If you ean, 
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in defiance of State law, declare that a minor 
may make a binding contract, can you not, on the 
same principle, extend the time of minority, and 
declare that any contract by a man over the age 
of minority, as fixed by State laws, shall not 
binding? May you not interfere with any other 
subject of municipal law? Why may you not 
abolish the statutes of usury in any State? Why 
not new model the laws of descent, and declare 
that the brother or a stranger shall inherit in pref- 
erence to theson? And why not interfere with 
your remedial laws and regulations? Your prin- 
ciple bears you through all these usurpations ; and 
if it be correct you may, if you have the courage 
to attempt it, steal away all the powers of the 
States, and render their sovereignties ridiculous 
phantoms. Sir, the attempt is usurpation, and 
must experience the same fate with other usur- 
pations, with all arbitrary efforts to destroy the 
Constitution. 

My friend from New Hampshire (Mr. Wes- 
sTER) has said, that if you can enlist apprentices 
in defiance of their masters, you may also deliver 
the slave from his servitude. Is he not literally 
correct? Why may you not enlist the slave? 
Because, by the municipal laws of the States, he 
has not the power to contract. The same reason, 
precisely, forbids the enlisting of minors and ap- 
prentices. If you can remove the incapacity from 
the latter, so you may from the former. Will you 
say that the master has a property in the services 
of his slave? How has he that property? Solely 
by a State law. By the same law the master has 
a property in the service of the apprentice—the 
father in the minority of his son. And if you 
may abrogate the law and violate the property 
in the one case, you may do it in the other. Nor 
is there any distinction arising from the duties of 
native allegiance. I have already stated that the 
sovereign powers of Government, in this country, 
are divided; part rests with the States, and part 
with the Union. With the latter, rest those pow- 
ers delegated in the Constitution ; all the remain- 
der are in the States or the people. The natural 
allegiance of the people is due to the State sove- 
reignties ; and that allegiance only is due to the 
Federal Government which is promised by the 
Constitution. In that Constitution the minor has 
—— no military duty, but that which is to 

e performed in the militia. In the militia he 
may be forced into the service of the United 
States, “to execute the laws, suppress insurrec- 
tion, and repel invasion ;” beyond this you can- 
not force him into your service; nor cap you en- 
tice him by any contract, not sanctioned by his 
father, guardian, or master. I will not pursue 
the Constitutional objection tothe bill any further. 

But your right to adopt this provision has been 
argued on precedent; and the law of 1798 has 
been cited. Sir, could a thousand precedents of 
the violation of the Constitution be produced in 
your statute book, they would have no weight 
with me. These are not times to be influenced 
by those precedents which arose in the agitations 
of any period, or by the opinions of others, per- 
haps lightly formed and hastily expressed. The 
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Constitution is now daily fooled to the very top 
of its bent. For purposes of unhallowed con- 
quest, the Secretary of War, who seems to be at 
once the director general and organ of the Ad- 
ministration, has stretched all its limbs upon the 
rack of party, until it has spoken any and every 
language which its tormentor has dictated. This 
is not a moment for the sentinels of freedom to 
sleep, or to be deluded by idle opinion, or ill-ad- 
vised precedent. 

The provisions of the Constitution are before 
us. I will admit all the acknowledged rules of 
construction to obtain its legitimate meaning; 
but though precedents of its violation should be 
cited by the month, they should have no weight 
with me, however plausible or authoritative they 
may be deemed by others. 

But even precedent is not to be found. What 
is the principle of the law of 1798? Citizens, 
“of able bodies and suitable age,” might be en- 
listed “ under the direction of the President.” In 
point of fact, the President did direct that minors 
should not be enlisted. But suppose he had di- 
rected otherwise, and minors had been enlisted, 
their contracts were voidable under the State 
laws, and, on application, the State judges might, 
and frequently did, release them. If the enlisted 
minor had a parent, guardian, or master, either 
might, and frequently did, reclaim him from the 
service. How different is this act. Here you not 
only in express terms authorize the enlistment of 
minors, but you consider their contract of enlist- 
ment conclusive. You, in express terms, author- 
ize the apprentice to violate the contract with his 
master ; and you declare the master entirely with- 
out remedy. Have gentlemen considered the 
partial operation of this provision? Its effects will 
not be felt in the South, where manual labor is 
performed, not by hardy freemen but by slaves. 
It will not be felt in the South and the West, 
where manufactories, and consequently appren- 
tices, are few ; but it will fall with dreadful vio- 
lence upon the North and the East, where the 
hardy owners of the soil rely upon their sons to 
till the earth ; where manufactories of all descrip- 
tions, private and public, have suddenly multi- 
plied beyond all parallel; and where the services 
of apprentices are all-important to their success. 
Certainly, if any act was ever justly odious, this 
will be most justly detested by the freemen of 
the North and East. 

Here, perhaps. I ought to stop; but I hope the 
House will bear with me while I bestow a few 
moments attention upon the speech of the honor- 
able gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Suarp.) 
That gentleman has given his fancy a latitude of 
party crimination beyond the ordinary field of 
debate. 

An honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Warp) had spoken of the domestic happi- 
ness, the social and maternal feelings, which this 
act would violate—of the heart-rending scenes 
that must occur, when the youth, who in a mo- 
ment of feverish ambition, or giddy revelry, had 
enlisted, should be dragged from the embraces of 
his mother and sisters to the dangers of a Cana- 
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dian war. Gentlemen who favor the bill have 
all appeared to me to treat this subject with too 
ma levity. 


Sir, the best feelings of our natures, those strong | 


family affections which form at once the liga. 
ments and felicities of social life, cannot be vio- 
lated by any Government with impunity; and 
those measures which cause the tears of a whole 
nation to flow, cannot comport with its interests, 
its honor, or its durable prosperity. But these, 
it seems, will be the tears of women. 

The age of chivalry may have departed, but the 
nature and affections of man remain unchanged, 
And the annals of the world will prove, that 
when by oppression and injustice tears are wrung 
from female eyes, it never can be long before they 
mingle with the blood of man. Let no Legisla- 
ture forget, that so closely are the social affections 
knit together—so well are all our feelings and 
interests woven in the very frame of societ that 
the arm of the strong can never long be wanting 
to avenge the wrongs and protect the rights of 
the weak. While on this subject, I would say a 
word upon the refined lesson which has just been 
read by the gentleman from Kentucky to his 
countrywomen. He has recited, for their imita- 
tion, the address of a Spartan mother to her son, 
as he was departing on a marauding expedition: 
* Bring back this shield, or be brought back upon 
it.” 

I trust I am not insensible to sentiments or ac- 
tions of heroism ; but, whenever I have read this 
address, an emotion very different from admiri- 
tion has always been prevalent in my miad. 

Where were those claims of nature —those 
strong natural affections—which cling to the off- 
spring with a force stronger than death ? None 
of them resided in the bosom of that Spartan mo- 
ther. Sir, I have often wondered, when I have 
heard the sentiments and conduct of the Spartan 
aristocracy cited for the imitation of a Christian 
Republic. They were a race, faithless, cruel, and 
barbarous ; hateful and terrible to the rest of man- 
kind. Alli their maxims were unjust and selfish, 
and all their institutions modelled on principles 
of immoral tendency ; calculated only to extend 
the empire of ignorance, desolation, and revenge. 

Why will not the honorable gentleman proceed, 
and cite, from the same polluted source, examples 
for the imitation of our youth? One great ob- 
jectof Spartan policy was to accomplish her youth 
in the useful science of thieving! It became a 
maxim, that to steal adroitly was meritorious ; 
but, to be detected, was crime and ignominy. 
And no doubt many a Spartan mother has charged 
her son, aon the eve of some petty larceny ex- 
pedition, Return successful and undetected, or 
return a corpse, 

I have seen and have admired female heroism ; 
but, that is not heroism which smothers in the 
female bosom those refined feelings—those fond 
attachments and divine affections—which con- 
stitute all there is of glory in woman, in her rela- 
tions of daughter, wife,and mother, Give to the 
females of the Choctaw tribes the polished lan- 
guage of Greece, and they would turn you a sea- 
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Who are the guilty authors of our disgraces ? 
The men, who, when you had planged into the 


That our countrywomen should cherish the | gulf, still spoke to you of peace—still urged you 
defenders of their country, is natural and noble. | to grasp the proffered hand of the enemy? Or, 


» And when the defence of our rights is the sole | those who, having tasted blood, continued to ery 


question, even female timidity may assume defi- | for havoc, madly despising the only offer which 
ance, and, with her own hand, arm the warrior for | could issue in a permanent pacification? The 


battle. But,no American mother can urge her 
son to the invasion of Canada—to carry misery | 


to those whom the spirit of Christianity has made 
> her sisters. If that dreadful work of desolation 
? must go on, let the only agent be man; and, if 


he falls in the battle, deny not to his mother, his 
wife, or his sister, the holy office of mourning his 


” fall, and bedewing his corse with her tears. 


sf 
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Mr. Speaker, the same honorable gentleman 
has complained of the assertion, so often made by 
us, that this war has produced ruin to our coun- 
try, and stained with disgrace our national char- 
acter. He has declared the charge unfounded. 
The Navy has preserved our drowning honor. 
The late campaign on the Niagara has covered a 
multitude of stains. Apart from these, he seemed 
to admit there had been disgrace ; and he declared 


> he would pour the whole torrent of his indigna- 


tion upon those who had produced it. “But 


; ‘who (he asked) had produced it? Who were 


‘ the authorsof our misfortunes and our disgraces ? 


ft Those who had declared and directed the war, 


‘ or those who had opposed the declaration, and at 


~ ‘all times remonstrated against its continuance?” 


Sir, the question is important; let it be now 


/ decided. Who are the guilty authors of the dis- 
~ grace on our name and all the misfortunes of our 
* country? Are they the men who, before the war 


was declared, spoke of its dreadful impolicy ; por- 
trayed the defenceless condition of the country ; 
pointed daily to the weakness of our means; 
warned you that your frontiers would be swept 
by savage desolation, and your cities destroyed ; 
that your States would be exposed to subjugation, 
your Union to dissolution, and, almost in the ag- 


your children, your country, from the sufferings 
and the evils of the conflict? Or, are they the 
men, who, forgetting all the sacred duties which 


_ bound them to peace; buoyed up by the transi- 
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tory huzzas of a mob; vain with a little brief au- 


_ thority ; hurried along by the fatal influence of 
_ party; without necessity, and withoat mercy, 
) — their country, defenceless and naked, into 


- that 


ake of blood where she is yet swimming ? 


_ The men who resisted, even unto death, all your 


weak and wicked schemes of commercial coer- 
cion, which spread distress over the land, and 
conducted directly to this war? Or those who, 
day after day, and year after year, adopted a 


_ course of oppressive and ruinous policy—a suc- 


cession of weak, yet suicidal measures, from which 
even war seemed almost a relief ? 

Whoare the guilty authors of your ruin? Those 
who to the last moment, even on the brink of the 
bloody gulf, still pointed to the white flag of peace 
and prosperity, which WasHinGcToN had erected ? 


Or those who rudely tore it down, and hoisted 


\ 
ony of despair, invoked you to save your wives, 


the crimson banner in its stead ? 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—24 


men who constantly invoked you to defend your 
towns and coasts—always protested against your 
unjust invasion of a neighboring provinee, and 
forewarned you that the frowns of a just God 
would cover with defeat and ignominy all your 
ambitious schemes of conquest? Or they who, 
abandoning their own soil and capital to ravage 
and desolation, in the very spirit of ignorance and 
gasconade, boasted the conquest of Canada in six 
weeks, and sent a Hull there, to surrender in 
thirty days? Who proudly proclaimed that the 
finger of Heaven pointed to Quebec—that her 
lofty ramparts were already trembling at their 
prowess—and sent a Wilkinson to be chased back, 
covered with the blackest disgrace? Who, for 
three years, have bent all their power to subju- 
gate a province, poor, thinly populated, badly de- 
fended, and in every instance have been over- 
thrown and discomfited ? Upon whom, sir, shall 
the good genius of this country frown ! 

Review these acts, and tell me who in truth are 
the authors of this wide-spread rain—this black 
disgrace which shrouds the American name ? 

Let me not be misunderstood. No doubt, our 
gallant frigates have gilded the national escutch- 
eon with the brightest beams of glory. To the 
unbending spirit and gallant conduct of the Ame- 
rican soldier no man is more sensible. Our armies 
in the North, during the past Summer, have 
fought with an heroic bravery worthy the best 
days of our Revolution. Their gallant leaders 
are entitled to every meed of applause. But all 
their resolution, and all theirgallantry, but shrouds 
the Cabinet conductors of the war in tenfold dark- 
ness. 

How have the bravery and the resolution of 
our armies been applied? To accomplish the 
unhallowed schemes of ambition; to carry des- 
olation and death into a country, feeble and pa- 
cific, and always the friend of our Republic, until 
you forced her to become our enemy. And how, 
even in this work of unjust desolation, how have 
they been directed? Ina manner, weak and fool 
ish beyond example.” Look to the Niagara. How 
has the life of man been made the sport of imbe- 
cility and ambition! What hecatombs of hu- 
man victims have been sacrificed, in an gamean- 
ing contest, for a Canadian fortress, of ‘io use to 
our country, finally abandoned as worthless. 

The fields of Chippewa, of Cornwall, of Bridge- 
water, and of Erie, are still smoking with human 
blood, crying to Heaven for vengeance. 

O, sir, the authors of this war cannot be guilt- 
less! I tell them, in the final day of retribution, 
when the rulers of nations shall be summoned to 
answer at the dread tribunal, the disgrace, the 
misery, the ruin, and the blood which now covers 
this land, will lie with the weight of a mountain 
on their souls. 
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And what is our guilt? We warned, we con- 
jured you toshun the ruin of this unnecessary, 
this guilty war. When you despised all our re- 
monstrances, and made the fatal plunge, we still 
invoked you to turn your thoughts on peace. But 
when we found all your armies sent on plans of 
conquest, we appealed to Heaven for our recti- 
tude, and boldly took our stand; conscious that 
no fate could await our country more dreadful 
than the guilt of unjust invasion and an alliance 
with the French usurper. Could we unite in 
plans which we verily believed had such ends in 
view ? Could we vote for measures to support 
a war of conquest, which in our souls we loathed, 
as unjust, dishonest. impolitic? We saw the 
monstrous tyrant of France standing like a Co- 
lossus in the midst of Europe, beating her liber- 
ties to the earth, and frowning upon all our free 
institutions, so hostile in their nature to his de- 
spotic soul and his views of universal empire. 

e saw the final struggle for the independence 
of mankind about commencing, and its issue in- 
volved in dreadful doubt. 

Your war, however intended, must be the ty- 
rant’s gain. We knew it was better, far better, 
that all your invasions should be turned back up- 
on you, than that your conquests should add one 
nerve to that iron arm which was beating down 
the independence of every nation. We could 
not aid in your schemes of ambition and conquest. 
As mep, as patriots, as Christians, we could pot 
voluntarily mingle in the unjust conflict. 

Yet, sir, for defence we have been always ready; 
defence which could be separated from your in- 
vasion of Canada. This last is your sole prop- 
erty. The wreath of Canadian conquests, whe- 
ther it be woven of the laurel or the cypress; 
whether it beam with justice and glory, or be 
dyed in the black and crimson hues of disgrace 
and guilt, shall decorate your brows alone. We 
have not, we never had, we never will have part, 
or lot, in that matter. But for the defence of cur 
country, even from those dangers with which 
your madness alone has surrounded her, borne 
down, persecuted, slandered, as we are by the 
very Government which should protect us, here 
we stand, here we have always stood, prepared 
to furnish every aid, even to the last vital drop 
which warmsour hearts. Such is the very front 
of our offending. With our opponents we are at 
the bar of Heaven. 

The name of an honorable gentleman, formerly 
of this House, now a Commissioner at Ghent, has 
been introduced. A gentleman from Vermont, 
(Mr. Fisx,) alluding to the charge of the British 
commissioners, that the conquest of Canada was 
one object of this war, expressed some indignation 
at the Massachusetts remonstrance, which they 
had quoted in proof of their charge. My honor- 
able friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Warp) re- 
marked, in reply, that it was strange the British 
commissioners had wandered so far for testimony, 
inasmuch as a simple question to Mr. Clay, if 
truly answered, would have placed the subject 
beyond the power of doubt. 

The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, after 
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marked, that although he might have mentioned 
an invasion of Canada, as a means of compelling 
the enemy to do us justice, yet he never contem, 
plated a permanent conquest, and an annexatioy 
of a British province tothe Onion. Mr. Speaker. 
it is strange to me that any doubt exists on thi; 
subject. The permanent conquest of Canada ha; 
been often avowed within this House, and by gen. 
tlemen high in the confidence of the Government. 
And to me it is wholly unaccountable, that al| 
the American Commissioners have ventured {o 
deny it. The conquest of Canada, it is true, wa; 
not set forth in the manifesto, either of the Presi. 
dent or of this House. It was not to be expected 
that an — so shameful would be officially 
avowed. But you find it avowed in all the gaz. 
ettes in the confidence of the Government, in the 
speeches of those members of Congress who de. 
clared the war, in the proclamations of those Gen- 
erals who have conducted the war. And never, 
to my knowledge, has it been disavowed by the 
Executive Government, unless the assertion o/ 
our Commissioners at Ghent may be deemed 
such a disavowal. 

Sir, I have often heard it asserted on this floor. 
I have heard it avowed by Mr. Clay while a 
member of this House. I hold in my hand ; 
speech of that gentleman delivered sometime te- 
fore the war was declared. I was accidentally 
in the House; and to show that my friend from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Warp) was in nowise mis 
taken, I will read an extract from this speeci. 
“I am not, sir, in favor of cherishing the pas. 
‘sion of conquest. But I must be permitted 
‘ conclude, by declaring my hope to see, ere long 
‘the new United States (if you will allow me the 
‘ expression) embracing not only the old thirteea 
‘ States, but the entire country east of the Mis- 
‘ sissippi, including East Florida, and some of the 
‘ territories to the North of us also.” 

These latter “territories” are none other than 
the Canadas. Is not this the plain and palpable 
spirit of conquest? Was my friend from Massa- 
chusetts mistaken ? At the time, the orator wa: 
the champion of the Administration in the Seo- 
ate. He was transferred to this House, and after: 
wards, Mr. Speaker, occupied the place in whici 
you have succeeded. It is well known he wa 
the confidential friend of the President. | need 
not describe his standing in this House, nor state 
his powerful influence in plunging the country 
into war. Did he understand the views of the 
Government? Did he know the objects of the 
war? It may be now convenient to answer |0 
the negative. Then of course his authority |s 
nothing. 

The honorabie gentleman has also spoken 0! 
union. What are his notions of an useful and 
honorable union? Not a union of men, but o 
measures; notof council, butof action. Action! 
to whatend? To save our country? Be it s0- 
But the first step towards that object must be 
made by those who have dragged the country !0 
the very verge of ruin. Yes, we are ready to act 
for the salvation of our country. But to what 


740 | 


Decemser, 1814 


hoe ae 


Kee RH 


ica Se aria hase ni 


a ~30 op’ 7Am=: 


- 





740 


a 


814. 


ee, 


Ty Te. 
oned 
lling 
tem- 
ation 
aker, 
: this 
a has 
gen- 
nent, 
at all 
'd to 
, Was 
>resi- 
ected 
‘ially 
gaz- 
N the 
0 de- 
Gen- 
ever, 
y the 
on of 
med 


floor, 
ile a 
ind a 
1e be- 
atally 
from 
| Mis 
yeech, 
pas: 
ted to 
long, 
1e the 
irteen 


Mis: 


of the 


than 
pable 
|assa- 
r was 
Sea- 
after: 
vhich 
» was 
need 
stale 
untry 
f the 
f the 
rer in 
rity is 


cen of 
| and 
put of 
tion | 
it $0. 
st be 
try to 
to act 
what 


he Bel tlie cia al 








741 


Decempen, 1814. 


a a 


Enlistment 














efficient purpose can men act with you, who be- 


lieve that all your conduct still points to her de- 
struction ? 

Would you save this country, you must become 
sensible of her perilous condition, of your own 
fatal errors. You must learn, that your menaces 
of conquest have become the mere bravados of 
rage and mortification ; that your frequent party 
denunciations are the delirious ravings of disap- 
pointment and despair; that your hopes of succor 
from foreign wars are but the lunatic visions of 
political madness. You must bend all your 
thoughts on peace; and, until you obtain it, you 
must apply all your means solely to the defence 
of the country. Then you will obtain that gen- 
eral union in action which can alone produce any 
permanent good to the State. How widely dif- 
ferent are your designs and your professed usten- 
sible measures! You continue to talk of that mis- 
erable policy which has dragged you so heavily 
through the last three years, and elevated you to 
the pinnacle of disgrace which you now occupy. 
You still, in your daily dreams, menace the tow- 
ers of Quebec, reckless that your cities may meet 
the same ignoble fate which has swept your Cap- 
itol. Party spirit still pollutes all the councils of 
the Cabinet, and impels it to hunt, with blood- 
hounds of persecution, the most independent, wise, 
and virtuous men of the nation. You well 
know that a course like this presents a wall 
of brass in the way of a general union. And yet 
you pursue it with untiring ardor. Where will 
it finally conduct this devoted country? Is not 
her fate written in glaring capitals upon the tomb- 
stone of every departed Republic ? 

With such conduct in the ruling power, what 
is the duty of those in the House, who, like my- 
self, have no confidence in the wisdom of the Ad- 
ministration? 1 judge for myself alone. The 
cause is brought home to my conscience. This 
country must fall, unless every hand is stretched 
forth to her rescue. I fear there is no hope of 
safety but in a radical change of rulers. This 
cannot now be constitutionally effected. We 
must patiently wait until a whole people, roused 
from the stupor almost of the grave, shall inter- 
pose for our final rescue. In the meantime, the 
country must be defended. 

As a member of this Government, I feel I have 
no choice remaining. Notwithstanding the con- 
tinued frenzy of the Administration in relation 
to conquest, must not this war, in the nature of 
things and in spite of its authors, be entirely de- 
fensive? Where, and in what quarter, have not 
their errors compelled us to struggle for the very 
possession of our soil ? 

In the East, a whole province is torn from us; 
in the South, we are menaced with the loss of a 
State. On our Northern frontier, the disciplined 
hosts of the enemy are marshalled, and, having 
beaten back invasion, are ready, in their turn, to 
carry desolation into the bosom of our Union. 
The forests of the West are again disturbed by 
the war-shout of the savage. Our Capitol has 
disgracefully fallen, and all our coasts are open to 
ravage and conflagration. 
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When, in this condition of my country, I bow 
to the Constitution, and, by force of its provisions, 
am compelled, either to stand neuter, or to trust 
means of defence to men who may cast them 
away, or pervert them to conquest, do I therefore 
participate im their guilt? 

But can those means be thus perverted? If 
even our present rulers are so lost to their coun- 
try, as to wish to leave her a defenceless victim 
to the enemy, dare they venture on the suicidal 
measure ? here are our forces to meet and 
repel the mighty fleets and armies which threat- 
en innaien? Where are our armies, even for 
defence ? 

The very means which must bring them into 
existence are still slumbering in your committee 
rooms. What if they should fail? Have we 
pictured to ourselves the consequence? What 
man who hears me wiil survive the bloody 
spasms, the social distractions, and civil and ser- 
vile commotions which must ensue a violent 
termination of our Republic? When I view 
our own State, the great mart of her wealth, of 
easy access, and of difficult defence; the great 
lake extending to her interior, commanded by 
the enemy; her borders bristling with hostile 
bayonets, only waiting the Spring to be levelled 
at our citizens; and when I know the extreme 
distress, perhaps overthrow that must await her, 
if unaided in the struggle, my duty forbids me 
to hesitate. Our States must be defended from 
invasion; beyond that, is not possible for our 
means. For, sir, let those mortified and disgraced 
men, whose rashness and imbecility have com- 
bined to produce all our misfortunes, talk as they 
may, about their vain designs of future invasion 
and conquest, the wretched state of the Treas- 
ury, the melancholy condition of our armies, are 
no longer susceptible of concealment. 

So far is invasion and conquest beyond their 
power that, in the next campaign, all the resources 
of the nation, all the spirit of the people, and, I 
fear, twice the wisdom of the Administration, will 
be indispensable, to preserve our cities from con- 
flagration, our Union from dissolution, and some 
of our States from subjugation. In this firm be- 
lief, though faint, indeed, are my hopes of success 
under the influence of present auspices, I hold it 
as a sacred duty to keep nothing back which may 
aid in the defence of the country. Every meas- 
ure applicable to this great object, whether for 
the supply of money or of mea, which shall prom- 
ise advantage, and which is sanctioned by the 
spirit of the Constitution, shall have all the aid in 
my power to furnish, my voice and my vote. 

When Mr. Grosvenor had coneluded— 

Mr. Barnett said that the old saying of “one 
day older and two days worse,” was not inappli- 
cable, he thought, to the present state of some 
gentlemen’s irritable faculties; for the nearer we 
are like to approach to a system calculated to 
give a manly and vigorous defence to the nation, 
and security to the blessings we enjoy, in a two- 
fold proportion do they appear to be dispirited, 
and doubly loud the denunciations of the cruelty 
and wickedness of the measure. Mr. B, said he 
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had not been bred to the law, nor to the stage, as 
had been the lot of some; but that he had served 
his country asa soldier at sixteen years of age, 
and he trusted he had done his duty. Mr. 
said he should not, at this time, have troubled the 
House with any observations of his, but from the 
notice which the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Kina) had taken of some obser- 
vations of his, made on this floor a few days 
since; and, said Mr. B., I will now explain to 
that gentleman more particularly what may be 
understood by the term “feeding with soft corn.” 
Mr. B. said he had lived in the days of the last 
Revolutionary struggle, which gave birth to the 
Government we are now called upon to defend. 
There were many at that day in the country 
where he then lived, and now lives, who were 
gages, as now, to the measures necessary to 
defend themselves against the same unrighteous 
and despotic foe with whom we are now engaged. 
We remonstrated with them, we temporized, we 
fed them with soft corn. Their fears, their loy- 
alty, their King, and their consciences prevailed, 
and, as times became more difficult, they became 
more mischievous, and the friends of the Revo- 
lution more hardened and desperate. Hemp and 
confiscation were resorted to; but it was the 
more desperate remedy of Mohock tea that ena- 
bled us to plant the tree of liberty in the State of 
Georgia, and the greater part of South Carolina. 
Mr. B. said, that in referring to those times, he 
might be too much led away by early impres- 
sions; he was aware of their force, but when his 
country was bleeding at every pore, torn to pieces 
by broils and party faction, the similitude was 
glaring, and who ought not to feel? The hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Kine.) in his wild career of affrighted frenzy, has 
not suffered the Southern slaves, as he terms 
them, to escape him. He says the Government 
tried various ways to get soldiers to fill up the 
ranks of the Army without effect ; that they at 
last offered, as an inducement to the Eastern free- 
men, the price of a Southern slave. Sir, I can 
assure that gentleman that 1 know honest slaves 
in the South whom I would not exchange for 
many Eastern freemen that I have seen. Mr. B. 
said, every feeling of his youth was made alive 
at the observations of the old patriot, his worthy 
and honorable friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Hop- 
KINS,) when describing the feelings of an old 
man, who, in the gallant deeds of his youth, could 
a in old age that he had defended the cause 
of freedom, and assisted in handing down to pos- 
terity the greatest of all earthly blessings. Mr. 
B. said the gentleman from Massachusetts never 
could have had such feelings, or he would not at 
this important moment have railed against the 
measures necessary to save the nation. 

Mr. B. said he was opposed to striking out the 
section, as proposed by the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, (Mr. Pirxin.) He was not for depriv- 
ing the young man of eighteen years of age of 
the satisfaction he may hereafter enjoy, or the 
example he may afford, of having defended the 
only free Government on earth. Mr. B. said 
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some of the best blood of this nation runs in thei; 
veins, and that he could not by his vote suffer the 
over fondness of a mother, the timidity of a fa. 


B. | ther, or the avarice of a master, to restrain them, 


I am, said he, for breaking their bonds and letting 
them loose. They will flock to the standard of 
their country ; they will immortalize themselves; 
they have got vigor and strength too; they will 
not be found wanting in their country’s cause ip 
the day and hour of danger. 

Mr. B. asked if it was less important to defend 
the nation than it was to have given it existence, 
He answered it was not. He said it was more 
necessary, it was more dishonorable not to do so, 
For the people of these United States to have en- 
joyed the comfort and happiness which they 
have done, and now to become slaves to that 
nation to which their fathers, in the infantile 
state of the nation, bid defiance, would be a two- 
fold misery, a wretchedness not to be borne. 
Away, then, with all your party bickering and 
national pecuniary prejudices; this of wanting 
to get into power, or that of wanting to keep it, 
which have alike brought this nation to the pre- 
cipice of ruin. It is to Congress alone that the 

ople who love their Government look for safety 
in this hour of danger; the hour when it shall be 
determined whether vice or virtue shall predomi- 
pate. Sir, the moment is big with importance; 
the object is great. When I view the advano- 
tages which this country affords above any other, 
I am led to prospects beyond the grave itself. A 
Government, where the mind and conscience is 
left free, will never fail to unfetter itself from the 
fears and superstitions of the ignorant, and break 
asunder the manacles that power has rivetted; 
where. if man is not happy, it is his own fault. 
But, sir, I fear that while the scars of the Revo- 
lutionary soldier are yet to be seen, and also the 
hoary heads of that day—though thinly scattered 
among our population—I fear before the fathers 
are all laid in their tombs, the children will be 
found rioting in their blood-bought earnings. 

Mr. Miuuer said, it had not been his intention 
to trouble the House with any remarks on this 
bill. After the ability and eloquence displayed 
by his friends, he certainly should not have risen, 
had it not been for the observations which had 
just fallen from the honorable gentlemen from 
Georgia and Kentucky, (Mr. Barnerr and M:. 
Suarp.) 

The gentleman from Georgia alludes, with 
much apparent satisfaction, to the days of the 
Revolution. He says, and he says truly, that the 
patriots of that period pursued a course widely 
different from the war men of the present day. 
The difference is greater than may have been 
imagined. The war of the Revolution was 2 
war of the nation; this is considered by a grea! 
portion of the country to be the war of a party. 
That war was commenced for clear and acknow!- 
edged practical rights; this, forclaims of a doubt- 
ful and speculative character. That war was 
conducted by men of elevated feelings and lofty 
minds; men who pledged their “lives, their for- 
tuaes, and their sacred honor,” and who glo- 
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riously redeemed that pledge. The present war 
men have not been backward in professions of 
triotism and devotion to the cause. They 
ave been profuse in speeches and declarations, 
but have been a little unfortunate in furnishing 
the most clear and undoubted evidences of their 
sincerity. Individual instances of exception 
throughout this country may be produced ; but in 
general, it may with truth be said, that the advo- 
cates of the war, these “ life and fortune” gentle- 
men, have not discovered more alacrity and zeal 
in the prosecution of the war than their neigh- 
bors. In general, they have had a most reverend 
regard for the safety of their persons, and a laud- 
able respect for the security of their eae 
They have not been seen in the “imminent deadly 
breach” more frequently than others; nor have 
they contributed voluntary aid in money for the 
prosecution of this, their holy war. On the con- 
trary, many of them have fattened on the dis- 
tresses of the nation, and amassed enormous for- 
tunes by the war. 

Mr. M. said, it could not be pretended that op- 
portunities for the exercise of patriotism had been 
wanting. The occasion has existed—it now ex- 
ists. It is admitted on all hands that the nation 
is in deep distress for money, and yet no rumors 
have reached us that private fortunes have been 
poured into the public chest for the relief of the 
country. In this there is certainly a great differ- 
ence between tie conduct of the present war men 
and the worthies of the Revolution. Mr. M. 
called the recollection of the House to the case of 
that distinguished citizen, who, during the im- 
portant and decisive campaign of 1781, clothed 
and fed the American Army out of his own pri- 
vate resources. Congress had no money and 
very little credit ; the Army was starving, and its 
operations nearly suspended for want of supplies. 
A. patriot* was found who afforded relief by his 
private credit. And to the reproach of this coun- 
try, that individual was permitted to die in pov- 
erty and want. The conduct of this gentleman 





*Mr. Robert Morris, of Philadelphia; of whom 
Judge Marshall, in his Life of Washington, thus 


aks : 

“The occasion required that he should bring his 
private credit in aid of the public resources, and pledge 
himself personally and exclusively for articles of the 
most absolute necessity, which could not be otherwise 
obtained.’ * * * “To him, in no inconsiderable 
degree, is it to be attributed, that the very active and 
decisive operations of the campaign of 1781, were not 
impeded, perhaps entirely defeated, by a total failure 
of the means for transporting military stores and feed- 
ing the Army.” “ After having relieved the wants of 
the moment by his private credit, Mr. Morris proposed 
to take on himself the task of complying with all the 
specific requisitions made by Congress on Pennsylva- 
nia for the present year, (1781,) on receiving, as a 
reimbursement, the taxes imposed by alaw just enacted. 
This proposition being accepted, the contract was 
made; and, in consequence of it, supplies which the 
Government found itself ae of furnishing, were 
raised by an individual.” —JV Vol. Life of Washing- 
ington, pp. 458, 459. 


affords an illustrious example, well worthy of imi- 
tation; but Mr. M. had no expectation that it 
would be followed by the advocates of the pres- 
ent war. He said the history of the Revolution 
afforded many other instances of zeal and patriot- 
ism, whieh had not been followed during the 
present war; and he thought the friends of the 
gentleman from Georgia would not feel under 
peculiar obligations to him for drawing the pub- 
lic attention to the comparison. It was a com- 
parison not much to their credit. 

The gentleman from Georgia seems to express 
some dissatisfaction that his friends have not ap- 
plied “hemp and confiscation,” as the proper dis- 
cipline for the refractory minority. r. M. said 
he would resist such allusions, from whatever 
quarter they mightcome. Ina Government like 
this it is not to be endured that such threats 
should be held in terrorem over the minority. 
The gentleman’s doctrine outstrips the famous 
doctrine of moral treason, which Mr. M. had 
hoped was scouted from this House forever. 
That moral treason system was bad enough in all 
conscience. By it the minority were compared 
to the mutineers of a ship, whom the majority 
had a right to throw overboard at pleasure. Sir, 
said Mr. M., I deny the right, and I defy the 

ower, of the majority to throw us overboard. 

e have an interest in the national ship equal to 
theirs; our right to throw them overboard is 
equal to their right to throw us overboard; and 
however gentlemen may think it, Ido humbly 
apprehend that in such a contest our power is 
not inferior to theirs. 

Mr. M. said he could with confidence appeal to 
his venerable friends around him, and ask them 
for advice. They remembered the days of the 
Revolution with a pride and elevation not infe- 
rior to that expressed by the gentleman from 
Georgia. They will tell us not to be deterred 
from doing our duty by any menaces or threats 
which may be thrown out here or elsewhere. 
They will tell us it is our duty to save the Fed- 
eral ship from the madness and folly of the men 
now atthehelm. They will tell us that it is our 
duty to “stand on the deck while there is a shot 
in the locker.” Living, they will encourage us 
by their example; and dying they will exhort us, 
in the language of our own Lawrence—* Dont 
give up the ship.” 

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. SHanp) 
has been pleased to designate those who opposed 
the war, and the measures which have been 
adopted for carrying it on, as proper objects of 
detestation. Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House have not been sparing of theircensure for 
the part we have taken, and they now modestly 
attribute the present alarming state of the nation 
to our opposition. ‘Mr. M. said he was willing to 
admit that the minority had generally opposed 
the systems and plans which had been adopted. 
The minority had remonstrated against the course 
which had been pursued; but the majority had 
succeeded in everything. They were not to be 
driven from their course by the clamors of the 
minority ; they have heretofore passed all their 
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in the Army. 


Mr. M. said, it had not been his intention to 


laws; they have not failed of a single measure in 


this House ; they have pa:sed every law they pro- 
ed for raising either men or money. hat 
as been the result of all these wise measures? 
They have brought the nation to the brink of 
bankruptcy and ruin. The majority are them- 
selves convinced that their measures have been 
wrong. The best evidence the minority can 
have, in justification of their opposition, is to be 
found in the present state of the nation; and the 
open and undisguised intention manifested by the 
majority to abandon all their former projects. 
How can the minority be justly bined for op- 
posing plans which have nearly ruined the nation? 
And with what grace do reproaches come from 
those very men who now openly confess that 
these plans must be abandoned? The majority 
who declared the war, and who have failed in 
ee it, are responsible to this people. 
"ee have had all the Constitutional power of 
the Government; they have disregarded all the 
warnings of the minority; they have pursued 
their own course; and itis manifest that they 
have either not had discernment to select the 
proper means, or they have shrunk from the 
responsibility cf such measures as were required 
by the state of the country. 

The gentleman from Kentucky thinks the 
minority treat the Administration with unbe- 
coming freedom. Mr. M. said he did not hold it 
improper for any member of this House strictly 
to scrutinize the conduct of Administration. He 
claimed the right, in its fullest extent, and said 
that when a fit occasion presented, he should ex- 
ercise that right. While, with a heart not less 
susceptible than other gentlemen, he could weep 
over the wounds of this suffering country; he 
had a right, and it was his duty, te expose the 
arm which had inflicted these wounds. 

Gentlemen on the other side of the House seem 
to forget that a difference of action arose very 
naturally from a difference of opinion. Those 
who conscientiously believed that the war wus 
necessary and just at its commencement; that 
nothing had happened to raise a doubt as to the 
expediency of continuing it; who thought the 
men in power faithful and competent to conduct 
the war to a successful issue ; those who expected 
it to result in the honor and happiness of the 
country, did well to support the war, and it was 
right in them to afford it all manner of assistance. 
But he who believed the war to have been inexpe- 
dient and unnecessary in its origin ; who believed 
that the principal causes of it had ceased, and 
that an equitable peace might have been obtained ; 
who believed that the war had been continued 
from motives of ambition and with a view to 
conquest; that the prosecution of the war would 
result in the disgrace of the country and the ruin 
of our republican institutions; he who believed 
all this, and yet afforded this war any other aid 
than what was required of him, as a citizen and 
subject to the laws, so far from being a patriot, is 
a villain! Surely gentlemen have not considered 
the extent of the claim they make upon us; surely 
they cannot, they do not, think so meanly of us. 


say one word on the merits of the bill, but, bein 

up, he would barely say that he hoped the motion 
of his honorable friend (Mr. Pirin) would pre. 
vail. Independent of the arguments against the 
constitutionality of the law, he found sufficient 
reasons to vote against the clause on the ground 
of inexpediency. He could not but think that 
the principle of the bill strikes at the root of civ)! 
society, and must be productive of much mischief, 
It goes to break down parental authority. and 
takes away all those wholesome checks and re- 
straints which the laws of every well regulated 
Government provide for unwary and improvident 
youth. It cannot be prudent or discreet to take 
away that protection which our laws have fur- 
nished for ardent and inconsiderate boys, who, in 
a moment of excitement, may be inveigled from 
the tippling-house to the drum-head. 

Mr. M. observed that, in one respect, he differed 
from his friends who had spoken on this ques- 
tion. They seemed to admit that the permission 
to enlist minors, without the consent of their 
friends, would add to the number of recruits. He 
thought differently. The war projects are al- 
ready odious in this community, and this plan of 
enlisting minors would, no doubt, add to the dis- 
contents already existing. Parents, masters, and 
guardians, will not cheerfully submit to have 
their children, servants, or wards, taken from 
them without their consent. They will take 
measures to counteract the law; combinations 
will be formed to defeat its execution; and you 
will lose rather than gain recruits by this project. 
But, said Mr. M., suppose a few additional re- 
cruits might be procured by this management; 
the Administration and its friends can scarcely 
think it necessary to resort to any measure of 
doubtful character. Why suffer these lads to be 
tampered with? why hold out an inducement for 
your recruiting officers to seduce them from their 
duty and their friends? Is not this war popular? 
Are not the people patriotic? And has not the 
war been soaseaial 4 

Is not the war popular? After all we have 
heard on this subject from the President of the 
United States and the advocates of the war, on 
this floor and elsewhere, this fact can scarcely be 
disputed. The advocates of the war, in discus- 
sions here, have uniformly told us that the war 
was popular. They have adduced the elections 
in support of this opinion, and the majority on 
this floor is considered as conclusive proof on this 
point. In all parts of the country the same posi- 
tion has been taken ; and it is fortified by the evi- 
dence of the war-Governors of the States. 

The President has told us, that “the nation felt 
the necessity of the war, and called for it.” In 
his first Message, after the declaration of war, 
November 4th, 1812, he consoles himself and his 
friends for the disgraceful surrender of our army 
at Detroit, by the “signal proof that the national 
spirit rises in proportion to the pressure on it.” 
And he said it was necessary to repress ratner 
than excite this patriotic zeal. In his Message at 
the opening of the last session, December 8, 1813, 
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he says, “we behold a subject for congratulation 
in the daily testimonies of increasing harmony 
throughout the nation.” Sentiments of the same 
kind are to be found in other communications 
from the same source. Now, after all this testi- 
mony, it must be conceded that the war is popu- 
lar. The people also are patriotic—so much so 
that their “zeal it is necessary rather to limit 
than excite.” Why, then, permit boys to be 
seduced from their friends ? 

The war is not only popular, but it has been 
successful! Mr. M. begged gentlemen not to be 
incredulous, for he could prove it. To be sure 
we did not take Canada in the short time which 
had been predicted. We have heard, too, that 
our army at Detroit surrendered in the first cam- 
paign ; that the attempt on Montreal failed in the 
second campaign; and we do know that this 
House passed a resolution calling on the Presi- 
dent for the “causes of the failure of our arms on 
the Northern frontier.” All of us who have 
eyes can see, and all of us who have hearts can 
feel the evidence, the damning evidence, that the 
enemy did make a “sudden incursion” into this | 
District. The war has nevertheless been success- | 
ful, and I can prove it from the most undoubted | 
authority. There have been, to be sure, from 
time to time, some rumors afloat, which, if be- 
lieved, would seem to bring this fact into ques- 
tion; but they are rumors, mere rumors, utterly 
unworthy of credit. Look at the public docu- 
ments; apply to the fountain head, and read the 
Messages of the President of the United States. 
On the 25th May, 1813, he epee his satisfac- 
tion at being able to “appeal to the auspicious 
progress of the war.” Oa the 7th December, 
1813, he says: “The best encouragement is : 


re EC EEC 





| 


rived from the success with which it has pleased 
the Almighty to bless our arms.” On the 20th 
September, 1814, he appeals “to a series of 
achievements which have given new lustre to the 
American arms.” And, in his late proclamation 
for a Fast, November i6, 1814, he calls upon the 
people of these United States to thank the great 
Disposer of Events for “the victories which have 
so powerfully contributed to the defence and 

rotection of our country.” The war, then, has 

een successful! It cannot be doubted! Who 
dare to doubt it ? 

Mr. M. concluded by hoping that the motion | 
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ett, Macon, Markell, Miller, Montgomery, Moseley, 
Murfree, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Shef- 
fey, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith of 
Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jer- 
sey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley,. 
Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Chappell, Clark, Clepton, . 
Comstock, Condict, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Desha, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Ghol-- 
son, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Humphreys, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kil- 
bourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Nelson, New- 
ton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Strong, ‘Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
Yancey. 


A motion was made by Mr. Oak ey, to amend 
the bill by adding thereto the following section : 


And beit further enacted, That if any person under 
the age of twenty-one years shall be enlisted by virtue 
of this act, it shall be lawful for such person, within 
four days after such enlistment, to apply to any justice 
of the peace or other civil magistrate, and upon the 
allegation, upon oath, of such person so enlisted, that 
such enlistment was procured by fraud or surprise, or 
when the person so enlisted was intoxicated by liquor, 
it shall be the duty of such justice of the peace or other 
civil magistrate to discharge such person from such 
enlistment, in case such person shall return to the re- 
cruiting officer the bounty money received by such 
person. 


A motion was made by Mr. Seysert, to amend 
the said section by striking out the word “ sur- 
prise.” 

On which, the House adjourned. 





Monpay, December 5. 
Another member, to wit: from Virginia, JAMES 


| BRECKENRIDGE, appeared and took his seat. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 


of his friend from Connecticut would prevail, | Means, reported a bill supplemental to the acts 
There was no necessity for altering our militia | authorizing a loan for the several sums of twenty- 
system. Atany rate it could not be necessary to | five millions of dollars and three millions of dol- 
introduce this odious and novel practice, for the | lars; which was read twice, and committed to a 
war is popular, the people are patriotic, and you | Committee of the Whole on Wednesday next. 
have been successful. | Mr. Eppes also reported a bill making addi- 
The question was now taken on Mr. Prrxtn’s | tional appropriations for the service of the year 
amendment, and decided in the negative—yeas | 1814; which was read twice, and committed toa 
65, nays 84, as follows: | Commiitee of the Whole on Wednesday next. 
Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of; Mr. Jonson, from the committee to whom 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bradbury, Brigham, Burwell, But- | W8S committed the bill from the Senate “to au- 
ler, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Dana, thorize the President of the United States to call 


Davenport, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Duvall, | upon the several States and Territories thereof 
Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, | for their respective quotas of eighty thousand four 
Howell, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of | hundred and thirty militia, for the defence of the 
New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lov- | frontiers of the United States against invasion,” 
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reported the same with amendments ; which were 
read, and with the bill ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill from the Senate, “to authorize the 
rchase of the library of Thomas Jefferson, late 
‘resident of the United States,” was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 


HORSES LOST IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the resolutions of this House of 
the 14th and 25th of November last, instructing 
them to inquire into the expediency of making 
payment for horses lost or destroyed in the public 
service; which was read, and referred to the 
Gommittee of the whole House on the bill to au- 
thorize the payment for property lost, captured, 
or destroyed by the enemy, whilst in the military 
service of the United States.—The report is as 
follows: 

That, from statements made. to the committee, the 
correctness of which they cannot doubt, it appears that 
at the time the American troops crossed over Lake 
Erie, just before the battle of the Thames, the mounted 
volunteers were ordered by the Commanding General 
to leave their horses at Portage river, on the lake, with 
a guard and other persons sufficient to take care of 
them. The horses were put in a large wood, enclosed, 
for the purpose,of keeping them safe; and it was in- 
tended and expected that. they should live by. grazing 
until the return.of the troops, The troops were absent 
about. five weeks, and upon their return the horses 
were found to be, reduced in order, many of them in- 
jured, and some dead. It does not satisfactorily appear 
whether they died for the want of forage or from acci- 
dent, or the peculiar difficulty and hardship of the 
service. If, their loss,is to be ascribed to the former, 
then the committee have heretofore reported to the 
House a, bill which it is. believed will include this case. 
If the horses died, or were lost. or destroyed by, accident 
or labor, then it is conceived that the United States are 
not liable. 

By an act of Congress passed the 2d day of January, 
1796, it is enacted, “that, in addition to the monthly 
pay, there shall be allowed to each officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, and private of the cavalry, 
for the use of his horse, arms, and accoutrements, and 
for the risk thereof, except of horses killed in action, 
forty cents per day; and to each non-commissioned 
officer, musician, and private, twenty-five cents per 
day, in lieu of rations and forage, when they shall pro- 
vide the same.” 

Mounted volunteers, it is believed, are entitled to 
and receive the same pay as cavalry. By the above 
section of the act of Congress, they receive, “for the 
use of the horse, arms, and accoutrements, and for the 
risk thereof, except of horses killed in battle, forty 
cents ;” which the committee are of opinion was in- 
tended and is a full compensation. They are, there- 
fore, of opinion that for the loss or destruction of horses, 
except in battle, the United States are not liable. 
They, however, think that where horses have died 
while in the public service for want of forage, when it 
was the duty of the Government to furnish it, the 
owners ought to be paid their value; and they have 
accordingly reported a bill to the House for that 


u ‘ 
, ith respect to the horses lost or destroyed by the 
troops under Major General Jackson, it is stated to the 
committee that they were lost by accident or surprise, 
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while in the several battles with the Creek Indians, 
The committee entertain the same opinion of these 
claims that they do of the others. They therefore rec. 
ommend to the House the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to authorize pay. 
ment for the horses aforesaid, otherwise than according 
to the provisions of a bill already reported to the House 
for that purpose. 


INDEMNITY FOR ROPE-WALKS, &c. 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims. 
made a report on the petitions of Jacob Schinnich 
and Schultz and Vogeler, of Acsah Calef and 
Christian Chapman; which was read, when Mr. 
Y. reported a bili for the relief of Jacob Schin- 
nick and Schultz and Vogeler, of Christian Chap- 
man and the legal representative of John Calef, 
deceased; which was read twice, and committed 
toa Committee of the Whole.—The report is as 
follows : 

That the petitioners were owners of rope-walks, near 
Baltimore, which contained a quantity of cordage and 
raw material, together with the necessary implements 
for the manufacture of the same; all of which were 
consumed by fire, on the approach of the enemy on 
Baltimore, on the 12th of September last, by order of 
Brigadier General Forman, of the Maryland militia. 

The circumstances under which the. property was 
destroyed, as well as the necessity of such destruction, 
will appear by the following certificates, which the 
committee offer as part of their report. 


Came, Hampsteap Hix, 
September 19, 1814. 

I hereby certify, that in consequence of discretionary 
power invested in me b at py te Samuel Smith, 
commanding officer at Baltimore, I ordered the rope- 
walks near my lines, in the, possession of Jacob Shin- 
nick, to be set on fire and consumed on the evening of 
the 12th instant. The rope-walks at the time con- 
tained the tools of the trade, some hemp, and some 
yarns. I also, at the same time, and under the same 
circumstances, directed a common frame stable in pas- 
ture of Mr. Shinnick to be set on fire and consumed. 

T. M. FORMAN, 
B. G. Md. Militia. 


Two other certificates from the same officer, stating 
the fact of destruction, under similar circumstances, of 
the rope-walks of Chapman and Calef, were also before 
the committee. 

Battimore, November 16, 1814. 

Although it was decidedly evident that the three 
rope-walks in front of my lines must be destroyed the 
moment the enemy appeared before them, yet I did not 
obtain Major General Smith’s permission to burn them 
until Monday evening, the 12th September. It was 
then impossible to remove anything, and notice to the 
owners would have been useless. Indeed, from my 
knowledge of the demand for wagons and carts to re- 
move the inhabitants after the enemy had landed at 
North Point, I do not think that teams could have been 
procured to remove bulky articles. 

T. M. FORMAN, 
B, G. Md, Militia. 


Wasurnaton, November 22, 1814. 

I do certify, that the rope-walk owned or occupied 
by Jacob Shinnick, was. situated directly. in front of 
the lines, and under a battery within the command 
assigned to Brigadier General Forman ; that rope-walk 
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and two others were so close to the works, that, had 
they remained, and an attack been made by the enemy, 
they would have afforded such a cover as would have 
enabled him to have approached close to the works un- 
discovered. It became necessary to destroy them ; nor 
did I give the discretionary power to General Forman 
until the attack of the enemy appeared certain. Their 
destruction was postponed as long as prudence per- 
mitted, nor were they reyes until it became abso- 
ely and indispensably necessary. 
bai re 8. SMITH, 
Late Maj. Gen. comm’g at Baltimore. 


Enlistments 


The committee are of opinion, from the foregoing 
facts, that the destruction of the rope-walks was deemed 
by the commanding officer prudent and necessary, in 
the defence of the city of Baltimore, then threatened 
to be invaded by a merciless and vindictive enemy ; 
they are, therefore, of opinion, that the public good, in 
his opinion, requiring their destruction, the owners of 
the property should be compensated to the amount of 
its value, and recommend to fhe House the following 
resolution, and report by bill: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is rea- 
sonable, and ought to be granted. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate, “ making further provision 
for filling the ranks of the Army of the United 
States.” 

The question depending on Saturday, at the 


_ time of adjournment, to strike the word “ sur- 
_ prise” out of the amendment. proposed by Mr. 


OAKLEY, was again stated ; oa which Mr. O. with- 
drew his said amendment. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Tayxor, to 
amend the bill by inserting the following section, 
as. the second thereof: 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall not 
be lawful for any recruiting officer to pay or deliver to 
a recruit, under the age of twenty-one years, to be en- 
listed by virtue of this act, any bounty or clothing, until 
after the expiration of four days from the time of his 


_ enlistment; and it shall be lawful for the said recruit, 


at any time during the said four days, to reconsider 
and withdraw his enlistment, and thereupon he shall 
forthwith be discharged and exonerated from the same. 

A motion was made by Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, 
to strike out the word “ four,” in the said section, 
and to.insert the word “two.” And the question 
being taken, it was determined in the negative. 

On, motion of Mr. Ricu, the said section was 
amended. 

The question was then taken to agree to the 
said section, and passed. in the affirmative—yeas 
96, nays 60, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breck- 
enridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, Conard, Cox, 
Crawford, Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Mas- 


sachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 
' Duvall, Ely, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Fisk of New York, 


Forsyth, Gaston, Geddes, Glasgow, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hasbrouck, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, Ingham, Ir- 
ving, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kerr, King of 
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Massachusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, 


Macon, Markell, McKee, McLean, Miller, Montgomery, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pickens, Piper, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Shipherd, Skinner, 
Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vosc, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
and Winter. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, 
Brown, Caldwell, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Condict, 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Forney, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, John- 
son of Kentucky, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Moore, Murfree, Nel- 
son, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pleasants, Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Robertson, Sevier, 
Sharp, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Wil- 
liams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey, 

A motion was made by Mr. WessrsR, to strike 
out the fourth seetion of the said bill, 

On motion of Mr. Caarpeut, the said section 
was amended. And a motion was made by Mr. 
Oak ey, farther to amend: the said section by 
striking out these words, “and every recruit thus 
furnished shall be entitled to the bounty in land, 
in the same manner and upon the same condi- 
tions as the other recruits. in the Army of the 
United States.” 

And the question being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, 
further to. amend the. said section, by, inserting, 
after the word “ land,” aforesaid. the words “ and 
money.” And the question being taken, it was 
determined in the negative. 

The question was then take on striking out 
the said fourth section, and determined in the 
negative—yeas 57, nays 90, as follows: 

Yzeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bowen, Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, Caperton, 
Champion, Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, Gaston, 
Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Hulbert, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, 
Markell, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith of New York, 
Stockton, Strong, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, 
Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, 
Bines, Boyd, Bradley, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Crawford, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Da- 
vis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, 
Evans, Findley, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grif- 
fin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, 
Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
McCoy, McKee, McKim, Mclean, Montgomery, 
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Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, 
Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Rich, Roane, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Smith 
of Virginia, Stanford, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


The question was then taken that the amend- 
ments agreed to be engrossed, and the bill read 
the third time, and passed in the affirmative— 
yeas 91, nays 55, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brad- 
ley, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, 
Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cravford. 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, De- 
noyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hop- 
kins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Mc- 
Coy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Skin- 
ner, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, 
Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Gaston, Ged- 
des, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King 
of Massachusetts, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Shef- 
fey, Shipherd, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stock- 
ton, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 


Ordered, That the said bill be read the third 
time to-morrow. 
And the House adjourned. 








Tuespay, December 6. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to accept the service of volunteers who 
may associate and organize themselves and offer 
their services to the Government of the United 
States, and the amendments thereto having been 
agreed to, it was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading ; and was accordingly afterwards 
read a third time, and passed. 

The report of the Committee of Claims unfa- 
vorable to the petition of Rebecca Hodgson, 
passed through a Committee of the Whole, by 
whom it was concurred in, and was then or- 
dered by the House to lie on the table. 

The bill to provide for the widowsand orphans 
of militia and voluoteers who may die or be killed 
in the service of the United States, passed through 
a Committee of the Whole, and, haviog been 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
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The bill from the Senate supplementary to the 
act laying duties on the notes of certain banks 
bankers, &c., passed through a Committee of the 


Whole, and was ordered to be engrossed for 


third reading. 


The report of the Committee of Claims unfa. | 
vorable to the petition of sundry inhabitants of | — 
Knox county, Kentucky, passed through a Com. | — 


mittee of the Whole, where it was widely de. 
bated, and at length disagreed to. The report 
having been also reversed by the House, the 
Committee of Claims were instructed to report 
a bill favorable to the petitioners. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


The bill from the Senate “ making further pro- 
vision for filling the ranks of the Army of the 
United States,” was read a third time as amended, 

A motion was made by Mr. Fisk, of Vermont. 
to recommit the bill toa Committee of the Whole; 
which motion was negatived by yeas and nays, 
95 to 51. 

The bill was then passed. For the bill 95, 
against it 52, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, 
Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, 
Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Ghol- 
son, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hum. 
phreys, Ingersoll, Sichinan! Irving, Irwin, Johnson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Orus- 
by, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, 
Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, ‘Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, and 
Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, 
Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Culpeper, Davis of Ma: 
sachusetts, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, Gaston, Grosvenor, 
Hale, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, 
Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, 
Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith of New 
York, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, ‘l'eggart, ‘Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, and Winter. 

The bill directing the staff officers of the Army 
to comply with the requisitions of marine and 
naval officers in certain cases, went through @ 
Committee of the Whole, and was ordered to te 
engrossed for a third reading. 

And the House adjourned. 





Wepnespay, December 7. 
On motion of Mr. Jennings, a call was ordered 
to be made on the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, fur an account accruing to the Trea 
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leant Eee SS - 
sury, in each collection district, for the sale of | 1. That smuggling is extensively prosecuted, on the 
ublie lands, by forfeitures, and whether such for- | Northern frontier, by citizens of the United States, 
eitures have occurred more frequently on limited | sometimes with, and sometimes without, the cover of 
r extended purchases. | a neutral character ; in the course of which the enemy 
0 The bill directing the staff officers of the Army | obtains important intelligence ; he is furnished with 
to comply with the requisitions of naval and ma- | cattle, and other essential supplies ; and he is enabled 











rine officers in certain cases ; the bill to provide to introduce his merchandise surreptitiously into our 


* for the widows and orphans of volunteers or mi- 
* litia who may die or be kilied in the service of | 
the United States; and the bill authorizing a 
‘composition with private bankers in lieu of the 


markets. 
| 2. That the powers of the revenue officers are inad- 
| equate to the detection and prosecution of these offen- 
| ces, because the right of search is not extended to 
every vehicle that may be employed ; because the pro- 


) stamp duty, were read a third time and passed. | hibitory laws do not sufficiently define and enumerate 


Mr. InceRsouL, of Pennsylvania, laid upon the | the subjects of an illicit trade ; because no efficient act 


* table, without preface, the following resolutions: | of prevention is authorized to be performed, even upon 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs | the strongest ground of suspicion ; and because there 


> be instructed to report to this House a bill or bills for is no force, civil or military, provided to aid the reve- 
: classifying the free male population of the United | nue officers in the execution of their duty, when cases 


States, from the age of twenty-one years to the age of | of violent opposition occur. 


* forty-five years, for the purpose of draughting there- | 3. That, limited as the general powers of the reve- 
> from a sufficient number, annually, to fill up the ranks | nue officers appear to be, they are rendered still more 
~ of the regular Army. inadequate by the terror which the officers now feel, of 


2. Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs | being exposed to suits for damages, under the authority 


j be instructed to report to this House a bill or bills for of recent decisions in the courts of law; for it has been 
> the immediate, constant, and gradual augmentation of | adjudged in Vermont, that the inspectors of the customs 
the Navy of the United States, by adding annually | are not authorized, in any case, to make seizures, and 
> (with the least possible delay in the commencement | that actions may be maintained against them, to 


ot 





_ revenue laws, with the view contemplated by the com- 


and progress of the system) to the ships of the line, | recover the whole value of the property seized, even 
frigates, sloops of war, and other vessels now built or | when the property itself has been duly condemned, as 


4 building. forfeited by law. 


II. The actual state of the laws, in relation to these 
subjects of complaint, may be sufficiently seen in the 
following analysis : 


The consideration of them not being required 
at this time, they lie on the table of course. 


REVENUE LAWS. Of the power and privileges of Inspectors, and other 
Mr. Erres, from the Committee of Ways and officers of the customs. 
Means, to whom was referred a resolution foraid-| 1, The inspectors of the customs are persons em- 
ing and protecting the officers of the customs, and | ployed by the collector, with the approbation of the 
for preventing intercourse with the enemy, report- | principal officer of the Treasury Department, and their 
ed a bill to prohibit intercourse with the enemy, | duties are entirely directed to guard against frauds 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, | upon the revenue, by smuggling, or any other kind of 
and committed to a Committee of the whole | illicit trade. They are described and considered, 
House on Saturday next. throughout the acts of Congress, as Officers of the cus- 
Mr. Epres also communicated the following | toms, through not as chief officers. 


document. 2. On the arrival, or the approach, of ships or ves- 


: sels, the inspectors, as well as the chief and other offi- 
Treasury DerarrMent, cers of the customs, are empowered to go on board, 

November 19, 1814. (whether in or out of their respective districts,) for the 

Sin: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt | purpose of demanding manifests of their cargoes, and 
of your letter, requesting, on behalf of the Committee | of examining and searching the ships and vessels. ‘This 
of Ways and Means, “any information which the | act is to be performed, ex officio, by way of precaution, 
Treasury Department can furnish, as to the defects of ; without any special deputation from a collector, naval 


_ the present revenue laws, and the best mode of cor- | officer, or a surveyor.—4 vol. 367, s. 64. 
 recting the evils arising from an intercourse with the 3. If, however, there be reason to suspect that any 
_ enemy.” | goods, subject to duty, are concealed in any ship or 


Aithough the expediency of a general revision of the | vessel, an inspector cannot enter such ship or vessel, 
to search for, seize, and secure such goods, without 
mittee, is acknowledged, I fear it will be impracticable, | being specially appointed for that purpose by the col- 
at this time, to undertake, and to execute, satisfactorily, | lector, naval officer, or surveyor. And if there be cause 
so extensive a task. The pressure of the current busi- | to suspect a concealment of such goods, in any partic- 
ness upon the department is severe, and precludes an | ular dwelling house, store, building, or other place, a 
application of the Secretary’s time to any object which | search warrant must be obtained from a justice of the 
is not of immediate importance. ‘The inconveniences | peace, to authorize a search and seizure. The cases 
that are suggested in the documents from Vermont, | here provided for, are cases of suspicion only, when 
accompanying the reference of the Committee, require, | probable information has been received of a conceal- 
however, an early attention, and the following views | ment of goods, either on water, or on land, with a de- 
of the subject are respectfully submitted to your con- | sign to evade the payment of duties. The act to be 
sideration : performed is not in the ordinary course of an inspec- 


I. The representations from Vermont present various | tor’s official duty ; it is not an act of precaution, but of 
detection ; it is not an act authorized for seizing goods 


causes of complaint : 
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which are notoriously liable to seizure, but for entering 
a ship, or a house, in a doubtful case, to ascertain 
whether any goods liable to seizure are there concealed. 
—4 vol. 389, s. 68. 


4, But any ship, or vessel, goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, which are liable to seizure by virtue of any act 
respecting the revenue, it is the duty of the several 
officers of the customs (including, by general descrip- 
tion, and practical construction, the inspectors of the 
customs) to seize and secure, as well without, as within 
their respective districts. The act to be performed, in 
this case, is founded on the fact, that the property is 
liable to seizure, but that it is not necessary to enter 
either a ship or a house, to ascertain whether such 
goods are so liable, and are there concealed.—4 vol. 
390, s. 70. 

5. In the performance of their duties, the inspectors, 
in common with the other officers of the customs, are 

rotected by the law, when unjustly sued or molested, 
in actions for damages; and when any prosecution is 
commenced, on account of the seizure of any ship, or 
goods, in which judgment is given for the claimant, the 
inspectors are released from all responsibility, on show- 
ing that there was a reasonable cause of seizure. [4 
vol. 391, s. 71 ; Jbid 429, s.89.] This last provision, in- 
deed, has. been extended generally for the protection of 
any. collector, or other officer, under any act of Con- 
gress authorizing a seizure of any ship or vessel, goods, 
wares, or merchandise, where the seizure has been 
made on. probable cause, although restitution should 
be:decreed.—8 vol. 255, s. 1. 

6. The ‘“‘Act to prohibit any American from pro- 
ceeding to, or trading with, the enemies of the United 
States, and for other purposes,” declares, that “ if any 
person shall transport, or attempt to transport, over 
land, or otherwise, in any wagon, cart, sleigh, boat, or 
otherwise, naval or military stores, arms, or the muni- 
tions of war, or any article of provision, from any place 
of the United States, to Upper or Lower Canada, Nova 
Scotia, or New Brunswick,” certain forfeitures and 
penalties shall be incurred. And authority is given 
“to the collectors of the several ports of the United 
States, to seize and stop naval or military stores, arms, 
or the munitions of war, or any articles of provision, 
and ship or vessel, wagon, cart, sleigh, boat, or thing, 
by which any article, prohibited as aforesaid, is shipped 
ortransported, or intended to be shipped or transported.” 
It seemsto be a strained and impracticable construction 
of the provision, to confine the exercise of the authority 
for stopping and seizing the contraband articles, to 
the personal agency of the collectors. A collector, in 
this case, as in every other case where a positive re- 
striction is not imposed, must act through the vigi- 
lance and co-operation of the inspectors, and other 
officers of the customs. 


Of the omempanetery means to execute the revenue 
laws, and the laws prohibiting trade and intercourse 
with the enemy. 

1, In addition to the means which the preceding 
statements will suggest, the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, and of the several district courts of the United 
States, and.all judges and justices of the courts of the 
several States, (having authority, by the laws of the 
United States, to take cognizance of offences against 
the Constitution and laws thereof,) have the like power 
to hold to security of the peace, and for good behaviour, 
im cases arising under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, as may, or can be lawfully exercised, 
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by any judge or justice of the peace of the respective 
States, in cases cognizable before them.—4 vol. 23}, 

2. Whenever the laws of the United States are Op 
posed, or the execution thereof obstructed, in any 
State, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed 
by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or the 
power of a marshal, the President is authorized to ca}| 
forth a competent force of the militia, to cause the 
laws to be executed. [4 vol, 188, s. 2,9.] And by, 
subsequent act, the President is authorized to emplo 
the land or naval force of the United States, for the 
same purpose.—8 vol. 311. 

3. A final judgment, or decree, in any suit, in the 
highest court of law or equity of a State, in which q 
decision of the suit could be had, where is drawn jn 
question the validity of an authority, exercised under 
the United States, (as in the case of an officer of the 
customs,) and the decision is against the validity, may 
be re-examined, and reversed, or affirmed, in the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, upon a writ of error; 
but the matter in dispute must exceed the value of two 
thousand dollars, exclusive of custs-~—Vol, 1. s. 61, 63. 


Ifl. From these views of the subject of complaint, 
and of the state of the law in relation to them, we are 
led to consider the best modes of amending the defects, 
and correcting the evils which exist. 

1, An habitual respect for the judicial authority 
does not permit me to controvert, any further, the de- 
cisions of the courts of law in the State of Vermont, 
respecting the official character and powers of inspec- 
tors, and other officers of the customs. It is recom- 
mended, therefore, that the law should be so amended, as 
to place the inspector upon the footing of officers within 
the meaning of the revenue laws, and laws prohibiting 
trade and intercourse with the enemy ; and that the 
collectors should be authorized to employ a competent 
number of inspectors, with authority to stop, search, 
detain, and seize, all cattle, live stock, and other sup- 
plies; all goods and money, and, generally, all other 
articles whatsoever, howsoever carried and transported, 
by land or by water, on the way to, or from, the British 
provinces, subject to such regulations as will secure, 
with as little embarrassment as possible, the rights of 
a lawful and neutral trade. 


2. The officers of the customs should be entitled, in 
proper cases, and on proper proofs, to obtain, from any 
magistrate, a warrant to search dwelling houses, and 
other buildings ; to demand the assistance of the mar- 
shal of the district, and his deputies, with the posse of 
the district, if necessary, for the execution of their du- 
ties; and to hold any person to security for his good 
behaviour, stating, on oath, that they have probable and 
just cause for believing that such person is carrying 
on an unlawful trade, or intercourse, with the enemy. 

3. No citizen, or person usually residing within the 
United States, should be allowed to cross the frontier 
into the British provinces, without a passport from the 
Secretary of State, or from the Secretary of War, or 
from the officer commanding the military district in 
which such person usvally resides: All persons coming 
from the British provinces into the United States, 
should be required to report themselves, within a rea- 
sonable time, to the military commander, or the collec- 
tor of the district within which they shall, respectively, 
first arrive. And any person hovering upon the fron- 
tier, at a distance from his usual place of residence, 
without any business requiring his attendance there, 
and without a passport, should, be held to security for 
his good behaviour, as a person suspected, upon proba- 
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ble cause, to be engaged in an unlawful trade, or in- 
tercourse with the enemy. 

4, The militia and army of the United States, on 
the frontier, should be authorized, under proper regu- 
lations, to co-operate with the civil magistates, and 
officers of the customs, in seizing and securing per- 
sons engaged in an unlawful trade, or intercourse with 
the enemy, together with the articles and vehicles em- 
ployed in such trade, or intercourse. 

5. A more effectual provision should be made for 


transferring, from the State courts to the Federal courts, | 


suits brought against persons exercising an authority 
under the United States,so that such suits may be 
transferred, as soon as conveniently may be, after they 
are commenced. 

6. Treason being defined by the Constitution, and 
misprision of treason being an offence which is neces- 
sarily founded upon that definition, many practices, of 
a treasonable nature and effect, which cannot be con- 
stitutionally classed with treason, are unnoticed in 
our penal code. An act of Congress declaring such 
practices to be misdemeanors, and punishing them 
with fine and imprisonment, would, perhaps, be the 
most effectual mode of correcting the evils arising from 
an intercourse with the enemy. 

The papers that were received from the committee, 
are now returned ; and I embrace the opportunity to 
repeat the assurances of the sincere respect, with which 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


A. J. DALLAS. 
J. W. Errss, Esq., Chairman, &c. 


LOANS, TREASURY NOTES, &c. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Erres, of Vir- 
inia, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
hole, on the bill supplemental to the act au- 
thorizing a loan for twenty-five millions, and the 


act lately passed, authorizing a loan of three mil- | 


lions for the service of the current year. 


[The a section of the bill authorizes the Secretary 
of the Treasury, with the approbation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to accept Treasury notes to 
be prepared, signed, and issued, for, and in lieu, of so 
much of the sum authorized to be borrowed on the 
credit of the United States, by the twenty-five million 
and three million loan acts, as has not been borrowed 
or otherwise employed in the issue of the Treasury 
notes according to law, provided the whole amount so 
to be issued shall not exceed $7,500,000, and applied 
to the same uses as the loans so authorized were in- 
tended to be applied. 

The second section authorizes the issuing of Trea- 
aury notes in like manner for a further sum of three 
millions, to defray the expenses of the War Department 
for the remainder of this year, and one million for the 
Navy Department. 

The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth sections provide 
these Treasury notes shall be in the same form and 
possess the same qualities as the Treasury notes 
already authorized, be redeemable in same manner, 
appropriates money therefor, &c., as well as for the 


expenses of issuing and distributing said notes and for 


punishing counterfeits thereof.] 
The bill having been read through— 


Mr. Epres quoted extracts from the letter last 
received from the Secretary .of the Treasury, 
which is given at length, viz: 
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| Wasurneton, December 2, 1814. 
| Sin: Your letter of the 27th of November has been 
| referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and I 
am instructed to ask for the amount of the payments 
to be made during the present quarter, on account of 
the public debt; the funds prepared to meet those 
payments, and any other information which may ena- 
ble the committee to decide as to the necessity of 
adopting additional measures for meeting the public 
engagements during the present quarter ef the year. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, 

JOHN W. EPPES. 
Hon. Mr. Datuas, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treasury Derarnrment, Dec. 2, 1814. 

Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, dated this morning, stating that mine of 
the 27th of November, addressed to the committee on 
a national bank, has been referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

In my communications to the committees of Con- 
gress, I have never been disposed to disguise the em- 
barrassments of the Treasury. A frank and full 
development of existing evils will always, I hope, be 
best calculated to secure the attention and exertion of 
the public authorities ; and, with legislative aid, I am 
still confident, that all the difficulties of a deficient 
revenue, a suspended circulating medium, and a de- 
pressed credit, may be speedily and completely over- 
come. My only apprehension arises from the lapse of 

| time; as a remedy which would be effectual to-day, 
| will, perhaps, only serve to increase the disorder to- 
morrow. 

In answering the inquiries of your letter, permit me 
to state: Ist. The amount of the payments which 
were to be made during the whole of the present 
quarter on account of the public debt, and the funds 
prepared, or applicable to meet those payments; 2d. 
The payments that remain to be made, and the funds 
that remain to meet them, for the residue of the quar- 
ter; and, 3d. General information, in relation to addi- 
tional measures for meeting the public engagements. 


First Point. 


It is respectfully stated, agreeably to an estimate 
which was formed on the 4th of October, 1814: 


Dr. 
1. That, during the quarter commencing the Ist of 
October, 1814, and ending the Ist of January, 1815, 
including both days, there was payable, for the 
principal and interest of Treasury notes, during the 
whole quarter, chiefly at Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia, a sum of - - $4,457,069 80 
. That, during the same period, there 
was payable, for the principal and 
interest of temporary loans, at Bos- 
ton, Baltimore, and Charleston, the 
sumof - - - 
That, during the same period, there 
was payable, in dividends upon the 
public funded debt, at the several 
loan offices, the sum of - 


771,125 00 


3. 


1,900,000 00 


7,128,194 80 


Cr. 
. That there were bank credits scat- 
tered throughout the United States, 
on the Ist of October, 1814, amount- 
ing, by estimate, to - $2,500,000 00 
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2. That there was receivable from the 
customs, during the whole quarter, 
thesumof - - - : - $1,800,000 00 
3. That there was receivable, on ac- 
count of the sales of public lands, 


during the same period, a sum of - 160,000 00 
4. That there was receivable, on ac- 

count of internal duties and direct 

taxes, during the same period, a sum 

of about . - - - - 900,000 00 


5. That there was receivable, on ac- 
count of loans, during the same pe- 
riod, a sum of -, - 1,700,000 00 


6. That there might be obtained, upon 
an issue of Treasury notes, during 








the same period, a sum of about - 2,500,000 00 
9,560,000 00 
From which it results : 
1. That the amount of the whole pay- 
ments, for dividends of public debt, 


for temporary loans, and for Treasu- 

ry notes, during the whole of the 

current quarter, was - - - $7,128,194 80 
2. That the amount of the whole of 

the estimated receipts of the Treas- 


ury, was - - - - - - 9,560,000 00 


Leaving a surplus of receipts of - 2,431,805 20 














It is believed that this estimate, which is formed 
upon official facts and experience, would have been 
substantially realized in the event, if the banks had 
not suddenly determined to suspend their payments 
in specie. But for that occurrence, the dividend on 
the public debt would have been punctually paid to 
the individual creditors at Boston on the Ist of Octo- 
ber last; the transfer of the public funds, from one 
place to another place, in order to meet the public en- 
gagements, would have continued easy and certain ; 
the credit and use of Treasury notes, (limited to the 
specified amount,) would, probably, have been pre- 
served, and the revenue arising from duties and taxes 
would not have been materially intercepted, if at all, 
in its passage to the Treasury, by payments in T'reas- 
ury notes. 


Second Point. 
Dn. 

1. That, of the principal and interest of the Treasury 
notes, payable during the present quarter, and which 
have already fallen due, there remains, on this day, 
unpaid, at the places mentioned in the schedule A, 
the sumof - - - : - $1,902,680 80 

2. That the principal and interest of 
the Treasury notes, which will be- 
come due on or before the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1815, at the places mentioned 
in the schedule B, amount to - - 

3. That the dividends on the public 
debt, payable on the Ist of January, 
1815, at the places mentioned in 
schedule C, amount tothe sum of - 

4, That the principal and interest of 
temporary loans, payable during the 
present quarter, and contracted at 
the Treasury, in part execution of 
the authority granted by the act of 


1,243,720 OU 


1,873,000 00 
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Congress passed the 14th of March, 
1812, and payable at Boston on the 
15th and 31st of December, amount 
to - - - - - - - 606,875 09 
es 
$5,526,275 99 


—— 
—_——. 





Cr. 
. That, on the 28th ultimo, there were 
bank credits, in the banks specified 
in the schedule D, applicable to the 
payment of the public debt, during 
the present quarter, (deducting the 
amount of bank credits ($813,000) 
which, as it could not be transferred 
for the payment of public debt, has 
been recently applied to the appro- 
priations for the War and Navy De- 
partments,) amounting to . - $2,372,287 13 
2. That the amount receivable during 
the remainder of the present year, 
on account of the loan of six mil- 
lions, applicable, also, to the pay- 
ment of the public debt, if no fail- 
ure in payment occurs, will be about 
3. That the estimated amount, re- 
ceivable during the remainder of the 
present year, on account of customs, 
applicable, also, to the payment of 
the public debt, (subject, however, to 
various contingencies, such as the 
non-payment of bonds, the payment 
of bonds in Treasury notes, &c.) may 
be stated at - - - - - 
4. The estimated amount, receivable 
during the remainder of the present 
year, on account of the sales of pub- 
lic lands, subject, however, to con- 
tingent payment in Treasury notes, 
may be stated at - : - - 
5. The estimated amount, receivable 
during the remainder of the present 
year, for internal duties and direct 
tax, subject, however, to contingent 
payment in Treasury notes, may be 
stated at 


— 


450,000 00 


350,000 00 


150,000 00 


450,000 00 


3,772,287 13 











From this second view of the debit and credit of the 
account, limited merely to the payment of the public 
debt becoming due for the residue of the present 
quarter, it appears— 

1. That the debt amounts to the sum of $5,526,275 80 
2. That the resources to pay the debt, 

(excluding the sum applied to the 

Army and Navy Departments, as be- 

fore stated, and excluding the i- 

ble proceeds of new loans, and new 

issues of Treasury notes, for the 
single purpose of paying public debt, ) 

amountto - - - . - 3,772,287 12 

1,753,988 67 


—_— 








The difference between the results of the state- 
ments, under the first and the second points, will be 
accounted for, by the unexpected effect of payments 
in Treasury notes, on account of duties, taxes, and 
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land; by the total cessation of the use of Treasury 
notes, either to pay the public creditors or to raise 
money; and by an unavoidable variance in estimates, 
depending upon a variance in the state of information 
at the Treasury. A priority of payment may be 
justly claimed by the holders of the funded debt ; and, 
therefore, it is proper to add— 
1. That the amount of public credits, as estimated in 
the preceding statement, is the sum 
of - ° - - $3,772,287 13 
2. That the amount of the dividend, 
on the old and new funded debt, pay- 
able on the Ist of January, 1815, is 
the sum of - - - - - 











1,873,000 00 


3. And that, consequently, the surplus 
of the resources, after satisfying that 


single object, is the sum of = - - 1,899,287 13 








It will be observed that these estimates do not in- 
clude, as an item of the debt, the dividend on the 
funded debt, amounting to two hundred thousand dol- 
lars, which was not actually paid to the individual 
creditors at Boston on the Ist of October last. Butit 
is omitted, because an adequate fund in the State 
bank was seasonably provided for the occasion, and 
the usual Treasury draft was issued in favor of the 
Commissioner of Loans, so as to deduct a correspond- 
ing amount from the bank credits of the Government. 
The State bank declined, for several reasons, (which 
it is unnecessary to repeat,) paying in coin, or in bank 
notes, and most of the public creditors refused to ac- 
cept the Treasury notes, which the bank offered to 
them as an alternative payment. It is not considered 
that, under these circumstances, connected with the 
general state of the circulating medium, (which places 
the power of the Government to meet its engage- 
ments, on the same footing with the power of the 
most opulent of its citizens,) there can exist any just 
reproach upon the public credit, or resources. But, 
nevertheless, efforts have been anxiously made by this 
department, and are still in operation, to satisfy the 
public creditors, independent of the fund which was 
originally set apart, and which still remains on depos- 
ite at the State bank, by all the remaining means at 
the disposal of the Treasury. 

Nor, on the other hand, have I included in the state- 
ment of our resources to pay the public debt, the un- 
executed authority to borrow upon public loans, and 
to issue Treasury notes. I have only included the 
items of revenue, which, in ordinary times, would be 
deemed certain and effective; reserving any surplus of 
those items, with the loan and the Treasury notes, to 
meet the general appropriations for the public service 


Third Point. 


It is respectfully stated, that the non-payment of the 
Treasury notes, and the hazard of not being able to pay 
the dividend on the public debt, according to the re- 
spective contracts, was chiefly (I believe entirely ) owing 
to the suspension of specie payments at the banks, and 
the consequent impracticability of transferring the pub- 
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lic funds, from the place in which they were deposited 
to the place in which they were wanted. I have en- 
deavored, therefore, to induce the banks, as an act of 
justice, not inconsistent with their interest or their pol- 
icy, to assist in alleviating the fiscal embarrassments of 
the Government, which they have thus contributed to 
produce. The answers to my last proposition (of which 
a copy is annexed, in schedule E.) have not been re- 
ceived. But the danger of depending upon gratuitous 
aids (of depending, indeed, upon anything but the 
wisdom and the vigilance of Congress,) makes, with 
every day’s experience, a deeper impression upon the 
mind. In speaking, therefore, of additional measures 
for meeting the public engagements during the present 
quarter of the year, I derive great satisfaction in re- 
flecting upon the inevitable and immediate effect of the 
legislative sanction (even so far as it has already been 
given) to a settled and productive system of taxes, for 
defraying the expenses of Government and maintain- 
ing the proper credit. This policy, embracing in its 
course the introduction of a national circulating me- 
dium, and the proper facilities for anticipating, collect- 
ing, and distributing the public revenue, will at once 
enliven the public credit; and even the existing re- 
sources of the present quarter must ripen and expand 
under an influence so auspicious. But something may 
be conveniently and usefully added, for instance— 

1. A discretionary authority may be given, by law, 
to issue Treasury notes for the amount of the sums now 
authorized to be raised by law. 

2. An authority may be given, by law, to transfer 
bank credits from one place to another place, in order 
to meet the public engagements, allowing a reasonable 
rate of exchange. 

3. Appropriations may be made, by law, to defray 
the extra expenses of the War and Navy Departments, 
during the present year; and a general authority may 
be given to borrow, or to issue Treasury notes, to sup- 
ply any deficiencies in former appropriations for those 
Departments, and for the payment of the public debt, 
the Treasury notes, and the civil list. 

The present opportunity enables me to assure you, 
sir, that [ am preparing, with all possible diligence, to 
report to the Committee of Ways and Means upon the 
subjects which they have been pleased to confide to 
me— 

1. The tax bills are numerous, new in some of their 
principles, and complicated in most of their details ; 
nor are the best sources of information at hand. They 
will, however, be draughted, and sent to the commit- 
tee in succession. 

2. The plan for establishing a competent sinking 
fund is under consideration, and will, probably, be ready 
to be reported before the tax bills are passed. 

3. The estimates for the expenses of 1815, the an- 
nual appropriation bill, and the bills to authorize a 
loan, and issue of Treasury notes for that year, are, 
also, objects of attention. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. J. DALLAS. 
‘ 


Joun W. Eprss, Esq., 
Chairman Com. of Ways and Means. 
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A. 
Schedule of Treasury notes which havealready fallen due, and remain unpaid, this 2d day of December, 1814. 


state ethnics inmoentinsiiscnaeremtie a lao ecient ane mre ens a a ta + 








Where payable. When payable. Principal. fi Interest. | » Total. 
Philadelphia - - 1814, November 1 - $269,000 $14,526 00 $283,526 00 
Do. - - - 1814, December 1 - 366,200 19,774 80 385,974 80 
New York - - ° . - e . 570,000 30,780 00 600,780 00 
DMN: ete oa. eg dle wmrtsy ys ‘ 600,000 32,400 00 632,400 00 
$1,805,000 | $97,480 80 | $1,902,680 80 
| 





B. 
Schedule of Treasury notes becoming due on or before the first of January, 1815. 








Interest. | Total. 














| 
Where payable. When payable. Principal. | 
ail Dei abit —_———_ 
New York - - ~- | 1814, December 11 - $100,000 | $5,400 $105,400 
Philadelphia - ~- | - : sail 600,000 | 32,400 632,400 
Boston - - - 1814, December 21 - 30,000 1,620 31,620 
New York - - - | 1815, January ae 400,000 | 21,600 421,600 
Philadelphia - - j- - - - 50,000 2,700 52,700 
$1,180,000 | $63,720 $1,243,720 
C. and Western banks, assigned to the Secretaries of 


Estimated amount of the dividends on the domestic | the War and Navy Departments, in consequence of 
funded debt of the United States, payable on the | their being transferrable from the places of deposite 
first of January, 1815. to the places of payment of the public debt, amount: 

At Portsmouth, N. H. $12,000 | ing to eight hundred and thirteen thousand dollars. 
Boston 





> - o - 320,000 Bath Bank - . : - $9,723 13 

Providence - - + - - 20,000} Lincoln Bank,Beth- - - - 5,750 00 
Hartford GbE Snes 5h - 37,000 Cumberland Bank, Portland - - 24,217 70 
New York - + + = + 625,000/ Portland Bank - - = 12,043 18 
Trenton . : - 8,000 | New Hampshire Wein Remk = - 12,807 39 
Philadelphia, incleding saothe on Saco Bank ‘ i ‘ . 1,435 83 
Treasury books - - - -  545,000/ Merchants’ Bank, Salem - - + 34,376 82 
Wilmington, Delaware - -  - 1,000 | Roger Williams’s Bank - - - 12,365 57 
Baltimore - + = = = 185,000} Newport Bank - - - = 42,738 99 
Richmond Reig reenact tansy 20,000 | New Haven Bank - - - ~- 165,081 12 
Raleigh @ Ltt. vaptegieie oO) a 5,000 | New York State Bank, Albany - = - 40,730 17 
Charleston .. +e, ee 85,000 Mechanics and,Farmers’ Bank, Albany 18,369 08 
Savannah ° . : 5,000 | Manhattan Company - - ~~ 378,788 46 
Treasury at Washington, exclusive of div- Branch Bank of do, Utica - - 15,433 59 
idends payable at Philadelphia - 65,000 | Mechanics’ Bank, New York - - 222,896 14 
City Bank, New York - . - 34,254 08 

$1,873,000 Bank of Pennsylvania - - 94,668 63 

= |_~Ss Farmersand Mechanics’ Bank, Philad’a 376 67 

Norr.—From the daily transfers of stock, from one | Branch Bank, Pittsburg - - - 910 59 
loan office to another, it is impossible at this time to Bank of Baltimore - — - 65,288 16 


estimate, with precision, the amount which will be | Commercial and Farmers’ Bonk, Balt. 18,212 19 
payable at each loan office on the first of January | Mechanics’ Bank, Baltimore - - 628,594 51 
next. The above may be considered as near thesums | Washington - - - - ~- 67,067 82 











which will be payable, unless the removal of stock | Metropolis fel a te Se OF 

should, in the meantime, be unusually large. | Columbia - . 241,974 26 
| Farmers and Mechanics’ Bk, George- 

D | town - hie 596 48 

, Union Bank, Georgetown - - - $37,561 45 

Cash in the several banks, according to the state of Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria e 5,000 00 

the information at the Treasury, on the 28th of Novem- Bank of Potomac, Alexandria - - 15,000 00 

ber, 1814, after deducting moneys in the Southern Bank of Virginia’ - . - - 35,020 35 
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Branch of do., at Norfolk - - - 372 24 
State Bank, Raleigh - - - - 366 93 
Branch of do., Salisbury - - - 6,263 88 
Branch of do., Wilmington - - 5,502 33 
Bank of Cape Fear - - - ° 1,697 26 
Planters and Mechanics’ B’k,Charlest’n 101,235 28 
Bank of South Carolina - - - 22,712 50 
Union Bank, South Carolina - - 14,028 47 
Planters’ Bank, Savannah - - 102 98 
Bank of Kentucky - - - - 9,174 70 
Branch of do., at Russellville  - - 1,247 61 
Branch of do., at Louisville - - 699 O1 
Bank of Chilicothe - - - - 9,366 08 
Miami Exporting Company,Cincinnati 30,110 89 
Louisiana Bank - - - - 66,514 92 


$2,372,287 13 








Schedule E.—[Circular.] 


Treasury Department, Nov. 25, 1814. 


Sir: The sudden determination of most of the 
banks, in which the deposites of public money were 
made, to refuse payment of their notes and of drafts 
upon them, in specie, deprived the Government of the 
use of its gold and silver, without any act or assent on 
the part of the Treasury. The equally sudden deter- 
mination of the banks of each State to refuse credit 


| and circulation to the notes issued in other States, de- 


prived the Government, without its participation, of | 
the only means that were possessed for transferring its | 
funds from the places in which they lay inactive to 
the places in which they were wanted, for the payment 
of the dividends on the funded debt, and the discharge 
of Treasury notes. It was the inevitable result of 
these transactions, that the bank credits of the Govern- 
ment should be soon exhausted in Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, &c., where the principal loan offices for 
the payment of the public debt were established; and 
that the Government should be unable to satisfy its 
engagements in those cities, unless the public credit- 
ors would receive drafts on banks in other States, or 
would subscribe the amount of their claims to a public 
loan, or would accept a payment in Treasury notes. 
It was not unreasonable, indeed, to hope that the 
banks, whose conduct had produced the existing em- 
barrassment, would cheerfully afford some alleviating 
accommodation to the Government; but every attempt 
to realize that hope has hitherto failed. Even, how- 
ever, if the present application should also be unsuc- 
cessful, I think I may rely on the intelligence and can- 
dor of our fellow-citizens to vindicate the Government 
from any reproach, for the want of good faith, or of es- 
sential resources to maintain the public credit. The 
events which have occurred the Government could 
neither avert nor control. 

Under these circumstances, I have deemed it a duty 
to the public, and to myself, to request the attention of 
the banks, which have acted as agents of the Treasury 
in the receipt and distribution of public money, to the 
following propositions : 

1. That the banks shall assist the Government with 
the means of discharging the Treasury notes, and pay- 
ing the dividends of public debt during the present 
quarter, at the loan office of their respective Statés. A 
great portion, both of the Treasury notes and public 
debt, belongs to the banks respectively ; and, so far, 
nothing more than a protracted credit will be required. 
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The balance of the demand will be payable, of course, 
in the notes of the respective banks. 

2. That, to secure and satisfy the advances thus to 
be made by the banks, respectively, the banks shall be 
admitted, on reasonable terms, to subscribe to the loan 
of three millions of dollars ; or they shall receive Treas- 
ury notes, or they shall receive bank notes, or drafts 
upon banks in other States. If any bank should pre- 
fer accommodating the Treasury with a temporary 
loan, on a legal interest, this course may be pursued. 

I will thank you, sir, for an early answer to this 
osition, and, if it should be accepted, I will ina 
ately make the necessary arrangements to carry itinto 
effect. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
A. J. DALLAS. 

Mr. Eppes then explained the object of this bill, 
which was to carry into effect the Secretary’s re- 
commendations, except that part which relates to 
the transfer of funds from one quarter to another, 
which they had determined to postpone until the 
question relating to a National Bank should have 
been finally acted on, &e. 

The blanks in the bill were then filled, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Eppes, with seven and a half millions 
to supply the possible deficiency in the two loans, 
and with three millions for the deficiency in the 
provision for the military, and one million for the 
deficiency in the provision for the naval service 
for the remainder of the present year. 

No debate took place on the principle of the bill. 
Some discussion and amendment took place on 
the section for punishing counterfeiters of the 
bills. in which Messrs. Gaston, Warp, and Hop- 
KINs of Kentucky, took part. 

The Committee at length rose and reported the 
bill; which, the amendments having been con- 
curred in, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on motion of Mr. Eppes, on the 
bill makiag further appropriations for the support 
of the Government during the remainder of the 
year. 

Mr. Eppes read a letter he had received from 
the Secretary of War, in relation to the deficiency 
of appropriations in that department; from which 
it appeared that though it was impossible to as- 
certain with precision at this time the numberof 
militia in service during the past Summer, there 
was little doubt but their expenses would greatly 
exceed the appropriations made for those objects. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the blanks in this bill 
were then filled with three millions for the Mili- 
lary department, one million fur the Naval de- 
partment, and other sums for the expenses of Con- 
gress, &e. 

And the Committee rose and reported the bill ; 
which, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 
The remainder of this day’s sitting was occu- 


pied in Committee of the Whole, on the consider- 
ation of the bill authorizing the President to call 
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into service 80,430 militia for the defence of the 
United States. 

The first of the amendments reported by the 
select committee which came under consideration. 
was that authorizing the President, on failure of 
the Governors of the several States to comply 
with the requisition, to call directly on the offi- 
cers of the militia to cause the draught to be 
made. This amendment was supported by Mr. 
Jounson, of Kentucky, Mr. Roperrson, and 
Mr. Troup, and opposed by Mr. Pearson. It 
was agreed to, ayes 90. 

The next amendment goes to change the whole 
rate of apportionment, so as to fix it on the princi- 
ple of free population, as ascertained by the last 
census, instead of the principle of representation, 
as if it were a direct tax, on which principle 
the apportionment was fixed in the bill by the 
Senate. 

This amendment was opposed, on opposite 
oe however, by Mr. Fisk, of New York, 

r. Cacuoun, Mr. Incerso.t, and Mr. Forsyrna, 
and advocated by Messrs. GuoLson, TRoup, and 
Pearson. This amendment was also agreed to. 
[The quota of the District of Columbia is hereby 
reduced to 263 instead of 430.] Otheramendments 
were proposed, and further discussion took place. 

he Committee rose, without having gone 
through the bill, and the House adjourned. 





Tuorspay, December 8. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the State of Pennsylvania, 
enclosing copies of the returns for members of 
Congress for the district composed of the counties 
of Lancaster, Dauphin, and Lebanon, and for the 
district composed of the counties of Chester and 
Montgomery, in that State.—Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McLean, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of subdividing the quarter sections of the lands of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That the said Committee inquire into 
the expediency of making provision, by law, for 
the sale of sections heretofore reserved for the fu- 
ture disposition of Congress, and not sold or other- 
wise disposed of in the State of Ohio, on the same 
terms and at the same price that other public 
lands are offered for sale at the respective land 
offices within the State. 

Resolved, That the said Committee inquire 
into the expediency of attaching to the Canton 
District, in the State of Ohio, the tract of land 
extending one mile in width on each side of the 
rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie, and the West- 
ern line of the Connecticut Reserve, which, by 
a late treaty at Brownstown, in the Michigan 
Territory, with certain Indian tribes, was ceded 
to the United States. 

An eagrossed bill supplementary to the acts 
authorizing a loan for the several sums of twenty- 
five millions of dollars and three millions of dol- 
lars, was read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill making additional appropria- 
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tions for the service of the year 1814, was 
the third time and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “for the reljey 
of John C. Hurlburt, of Chatham, in the State of 
Connecticut,” in which they ask the coacurrence 
of this House. The Senate have also passed the 
bill ‘‘to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintainins 
the public credit, by laying duties on spirits dis. 
tilled within the United States, and by amendins 
the act laying duties on licenses to distillers o/ 
spirituous liquors,” with amendments; in which 
they ask the concurrence of this House. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate “to authorize the Presiden: 
of the United States to call upon the severa| 
States and Territories thereof for their respective 
quotas of 80,430 militia, for the defence of the 
frontiers of the United States.” 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, rose and said: He 
wished to offer an amendment to the bill, which 
he deemed of the first importance. There existed 
throughout this country a class of industrious, 
respectable, and highly meritorious citizens, whose 
religion forbade them to engage in this trade of 
war. From the time when the Christian religion 
was promulged, however strange the fact might 
appear to those whose business is the destruction 
of our race, there have always existed thousands 
who held it a most sacred duty not to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of their brethren, simply 
because their rulers had been pleased to declare 
them enemies, The history of centuries would 
prove that this was no theory, no speculative vis- 
lon. It was an article of Christian faith, deemed 
a command of the Most High; and thousands o! 
these pacific Christians have attested the sincer- 
ity of their faith and their practice at the stake 
and on the scaffold. The bill on the table, Mr. L. 
said, made no exceptions as to these noiseless, 
though numerous, Christians. They were sub- 
ject to be draughted into the ranks of death, 
there to continue for a year; and if they refused 
the call, they were subjected tu all the rigorous 
rr of the law. In most of the States, Mr. 


read 


any kind of militia duty whatever, by paying 4 
certain annual tax deemed equivalent to their 
personal services. He believed, with the excep- 
tion of Virginia, there was not a State in the 
Union that did not suffer these peaceful Chris 
tians, in some way, to be exempted from military 
service. The militia laws of Virginia exact the 
same personal services from them as from others. 
None are exempted on account of religious faith 
and conscientious scruples. Their fines and pen 
alties fur neglect or refusal are highly severe, a0, 
in general, are rigorously executed. 

The courts martial have, it is true, discre- 
tionary powers, as relates to fines; but that dis- 
cretion is generally exercised rather to puns! 
than protect all who cannot join in the ranks. 
There was a practice, founded on the law of the 
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State, so highly unjust and oppressive in its ope- 
ration to these peaceful citizens, that he was as- 
tonished it should be endured in an enlightened 
community, When once draughted or called to 
service, in case of failure to obey, which must al- 
ways happen to this people, a heavy fine is levied 
and collected. The delinquent is immediately 
placed on the next class for another draught, is 
again, of course, delinquent, and again heavily 
fined. This call, or draught, is sometimes re- 
peatedly made in quick succession, and fines accu- 
mulate to an amount which reduce the most afflu- 
ent to distress, and those of competent fortune to 
entire ruin. 

It operates, too, most oppressively upon those of 
the militia who have no religious scruples as to 
bearing arms. The number draughted from any 
particular company is in proportion to the whole 
number of the company, although it is composed 
half of men whose consciences forbid military 
service, and who, of course, never do, and never 
will, serve; yet the whole number is called forth, 
and thus, while these Christians are ruined by 
accumulated penalties, the residue have a most 
oppressive share of personal service. 

Mr. L, said, in the district he represented, this 
description of their condition had lately, to a 
great extent, been realized. The fines had ac- 
cumulated to an amount which the property of 
those oppressed people could not satisfy. It, of 


) course, must be sacrificed under the marshal’s 
> hammer; and, in case of deficiency, their persons 


committed to prison to expiate the sin of serving 
_ their God with perseverance and pure consciences. 
Mr. L. said, when he viewed the benevolent ge- 
nius of the constitution of his native State, the 


| liberal spirit of her general laws, and the mag- 


_ hapimous justice which she was in the habit of 
distributing to her sons, he could not but wonder 
that this stain on her policy and her justice was 
suffered to remain. It was in direct hostility to 
her own spirit, views, and declarations. In 1788, 
when ratifying the Constitution of the United 
States, her convention tendered a bill of rights 
to the Union; and this was the 19th article of 
that bill: “That any person religiously serupu- 
‘ lous of bearing arms ought to be exempted, upon 
‘ payment of an equivalent, and another employed 
‘in his stead.” Mr. L. said, he cited from mem- 
' ory, but was sure that he was substantially cor- 
_ rect. How different from this is the present prac- 
_tice? The present law is most unequal in its 
_ Operation ; the mass of the militia, having no re- 
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_ ligious restraints, could perform their duty in | 


_ person, or, at worst, by hiring a substitute; and 

_ atour of duty, performed in either way, exone- 

- tated them from further ealls, until every militia- 
man, of every class, had, in his turn, gone through 
the same process. These peaceful Christians 
could not, as they believed, under the penalties 
of eternal perdition, enter your ranks in arms, and 
they are not casuists enough to believe that the 
may innocently do that by substitute, which the 
Prince of Peace has forbidden them to perform 
in person. They cannot, therefore, deliver them- 
selves from the constant harassing of marshals, 





774 
H. or R. 


and fines and imprisonment. In every class they 
are bound to take a chance for draught, and, if 
unsuccessful in every class and upon every 
draught, they are subjected toa round of suffer- 
ing and oppression. He said it might be objected, 
that his amendment would interfere with State 
militia laws and regulations. He denied it; or, 
if it should, so did all the provisions of the bill. 
The bill contained principles in open violation of 
the State rights; it went not through the State 
executive, but directly to the ranks of the militia 
upon acertain contingency. It made direct re- 
quisitions upon those ranks, and annexed penal- 
ties and punishment to neglect or refusal to obey 
those requisitions. It was against this assump- 
tion of power he wished to protect these people. 
He said, if gentlemen would look at the bill, they 
would find that a power was assumed, from which 
no State exemption could deliver the citizen; 
you impose fines and penalties in a manner which 
the States alone have the Constitutional power 
todo. You make acall upon the militia, and 
you doom those who do not obey your call, with- 
out discrimination, to fine, imprisonment, and 
probable ruin. In this way you approach direct- 
ly a class of citizens who you know would suffer 
crucifixion sooner than obey your requisition, 
and you leave them no refuge but in your penal- 
ties and punishments. Why is this done? Not 
to fill your ranks! For you know these men will 
never be in your ranks, unless by ruffian force. 
It is to wring from them the little property which, 
by frugality, sobriety, and labor, they have col- 
lected to sustain their families, and smooth the 
pillow of old age. He said itewas unjust, oppres- 
sive, and sinful. Mr. L. said, he did not mean to 
ask for those people any peculiar boon beyond 
what the true principles of toleration demanded. 
Of all the pecuniary burdens of the State, the 
property of those mea must bear its share. He did 
not ask an exemption from the general weight 
and burdens of the State—there ought to be, there 
could be, no such exemption. But, as to personal 
service in arms, if any man conscientiously be- 
lieved it was forbidden by the voice of God, no 
human tribunal had the right to force such a man 
to violate his religion and his conscience, and to 
stain his hands with human blood. A fair equiv- 
alent was all thatany Government had the right 
to require from such a man, to be applied, not 
particularly to the work of war, but to the gen- 
eral purposes of Government ;, with this all ought 
to be satisfied. The equivalent ought not to be 
oppressive on the one hand, nor on the other 
ought it to be so reduced as to permit any but the 
really conscientious to take advantage of it for 
improper purposes. Mr. L. then offered the fol- 
lowing section to the bill, which was adopted by 
a large majority: 

Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That every per- 
son who is a member of any religious sect or denomi- 
nation of Christians, conscientiously scrupulous of 
bearing arms, shall be exempted from the performance 
of the duties required by this act, by paying his due 
proportion of the amount contracted to be paid by the 
class in which he is included, according to the provision 
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draught in such class, by paying to the person draught- 
ed such sum as be ascertained by the command- 
ing officer of the company, so that the sum shall not 
exceed three months’ pay ; and the payment of such 
sum of money, in either case, shall be considered as 
entitling such n to an exemption from all the 
duties required by this act. 

On motion of Mr. Erres, of Virginia, the bill 
was amended so as to reduce the term of service 
of the militia proposed to be draughted, from two 
years to one year. The majority in favor of this 
motion was about twenty votes. 

Mr. Miuver, of New York, observed that he 
thought the bill objectionable in principle; and 
with a view to try the sense of the Committee, he 
moved to strike out the first section of the bill. 
He begged the indulgence of the Committee, while 
he submitted some remarks in support of his 
motion. 

Mr. Chairman, you have been correctly told 
by the honorable chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee (Mr. Troup) that, in discussing this bill, 
it will be proper to settle the principle, on which 

ou intend to rely, for assisting your military 
orce to carry on the war. With this object in 
view, it will be necessary to compare the provi- 
sions of this bill with the other military plans 
now on your table. 

The honorable chairman (Mr. Troup) has pur- 
sued that course; and without entering at large 
into a discussion of the question, has objected to 
this bill, because he considers it too inefficient in 
its provisions; and because the kind of force 
(militia) is not of that character required by the 
present situation of the couutry. He says “it 

cannot be true that this Government, charged 
‘ with the general defence, authorized to declare 
‘ war, and raise armies, can have but one mode 
‘ of raising armies, whilst every other Govern- 
‘ment that has ever existed has had an absolute 
‘ power over the population of the country for 
‘ this purpose, and owe actually exercised it. But 
‘ this question is not properly before the House, 
‘ and (he says) I will not go into an argument to 
‘ show that you can, like other Governments, re- 
‘ sort to other modes of raising armies than that 
‘of voluntary enlistment. That you can resort 
‘to classification and draught, to classification 
‘and penalty, or any other mode which a sound 
‘discretion may in a particular state of the coun- 
‘try dictate and justify. All I intend to say at 
‘ present is, that you have an absolute power over 
‘ the population of the country for this purpose, 
‘ and that, in the present state of the country, it is 
‘ wiser to resort to classification and draught, than 
‘ to resort to this bill from the Senate.” These 
are the positions taken by the honorable chair- 
man of the Military Committee, (Mr. Troup.) 

I object, sir, to the whole system of force and 
coercion; and contend that under this Constitu- 
tion you have no right to raise armies except by 
voluntary enlistment ; and further, that if you had 
the right it would not be discreet to exercise it. 

The plan which gentlemen wish adopted is 
conscription! They call it classification and 
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penalty—classification and draught. Sir, there js 

oison in the dish ; garnish it as you please, there 
is poison still. Youcallitclassification! I stickie 
not for names—*“ a rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet.” Is this classification? “Djs. 

uise thyself as thou wilt, slavery, still thou art q 
bitter draught.” The times demand that things 
should be called by their right names—this is con. 


scription, and with features, more hideous, thay | 
are to be found in the exploded system of ou; | 


unfortunate cousin of Elba. 


This system of conscription, I contemplate | 


with a horror which I cannot express, and with 
an alarm, which it would be criminal to conceal, 
Other gentlemen think differently, and will o/ 
course act differently—he who views it as [ do, 
but illy performs his duty to his conscience o 
his country, if he neglects to remonstrate against 
it, with a zeal proportioned to the enormity of 
the principle, and the extent of the evils involved 
in it. 

For one, I cannot consent to be a mere spectator 
of a scene like this. I should consider myself as 
utterly unworthy the confidence of my consi- 
tuents, if I did not oppose this high-handed attemp 
upon their rights and privileges. 1 would no 
dare to meet the indignant frowns which I should 
deservedly receive from them, if I did not oppose 
this system to the utmost of my power—lI should 
consider that I insulted the ashesof my forefathers, 
who, during the struggle of the Revolution, in 
their humble station (and humble indeed it was) 
performed some little service to the State. | 
should be unjust to my own claims to personal 
freedom ; I should be an unfaithful guardian to 
the interests of my children, if I did not oppose 
this system in all its forms and in all its aspects. 
The finger of scorn shall never be pointed toa 
son of mine, and say, that man’s father, placed 
by the partiality of his friends in the councils of 
the nation, omitted to oppose this system by every 
means in his power. I seize this occasion to put 
myself upon the record, in characters too legible 
to be misunderstood. If the liberties of this coun- 
try are now to be sacrificed, 1 wash my hands of 
any share of the crime. I may indeed be offered 
upon the altar of conscription, but if my voice 
and my strength do not fail me, I will this day 
make you my witnesses to prove that I was nol 
a willing victim. 

What are the plans by which you intend to fill 
yourarmy? I object to them all as unconstilu- 
tional and inexpedient ; they all look to force, and 
you have no right to raise an army except by vol- 
untaryenlistment. I have indeed heard that these 
were rival plans; for myself I consider them all 
as parts of a system of tyranny and oppression— 
they are all branches of this Bohun Upas which 
is to overshadow this country, and poison all tie 
comforts of this people. If either bill passes, the 
principle of coercion is established; and the claim 
to “absolute power over the population of the 
country” will soon be asserted. 

Your present military plans are all unconstitt- 
tional. In order to arrive at a just conclusiod, 
as to the extent of your powers, it will be well t 
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remember the structure of our Government, and 
the objects of its formation. This Constitution 
was formed by separate, free, and independent 
States, who mutually agreed to give up some of 
their rights of sovereignty for a common object. 
The States were jealous of their rights, and, with 
much care and circumspection, limited their grant 
to the General Government, for the objects de- 
fined. Itwas not aleading motive with the States 
to make thisagreat military nation. The objects 
are disclosed in the preamble to the Constitution, 
viz: “To forma more perfect union, establish 
‘ justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 








> ‘thecommon defence, promote the general welfare, 
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‘and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
‘ andour posterity.” These were the inducements 
which procured the adoption of this Constitution. 

You are now unfortunately at war, and you 
wish to fill the ranks of your army. The bill be- 
fore us discloses one of your plans; it seeks to 
raise eighty thousand men from the militia “ by 
contract or draught.” This bill, I am free to ad- 
mit, is less objectionable than either of the other 
projects; but it is nevertheless unconstitutional. 
Congress have no power to “raise militia.” You 
have only a right to provide for calling them out 
in the three cases mentioned in the Constitution. 
The title of the bill would seem to imply, that 
“the defence of the frontiers” was its object, but 
there is no provision in it which limits the service 
of the militia to defence, or to either of the cases 
enumerated in the Constitution. Indeed, gentle- 
men have avowed the intention to carry on the 
war by means of these militia. Sir, the Consti- 
tution gives you nosuchright. The militia may 
be used by the General Government in the emer- 
gencies stated, but the exigency must exist, or the 
right to call them out does not exist. A power 
to use the militia to carry on a war is not granted 
by the Constitution. You can employ them to 
“repel invasion,” but not to carry on the war. 
By this bill you may take the militia to Quebec 
or to Halifax; and the same usurpation which 
permits you to push them beyond the St. Law- 
rence, will justify you also in pushing them to 
the Shannon or the Thames. 

There is another argument which bears upon 
this question. Militia officers are appointed un- 
der the State authorities; these State authorities 
vibrate with parties. To day you have one de- 
scription of officers, who are called out to carry on 
the war—to-morrow there is a change in the 
State government, the officers on duty are re- 
moved, and others are appointed. The inconve- 
nience which would flow from such a state of 
things goes far to prove that you have no power to 
carry on a war by miiitia. 

There is another feature of this bill which de- 
serves some notice. You have introduced an 
amendment by which, in case the Governors refuse 
to comply with the requisition, the President may 
issue his order to other military officers of the 
States. The effect of this amendment will be, 
to encourage mutiny and insubordination in the 
militia; and thus, like all your other measures, 
tend to weaken the security of the States. 
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Connected with this system, is a bill we passed 
a day or two since, authorizing the enlistment of 
minors, without the consent of parents, masters, 
or guardians. This has been considered uncon- 
stitutional, and I think there can be no doubt that 
it is inexpedient. It subverts all order, it goes to 
the destruction of civil society. Under that law, 
you need not besurprised to see some philosophical 
recruiting sergeant, marching through your towns 
and villages, with this inscription on his standard : 
“If any children have undutiful parents, or if 
any servants have disobedient masters, let them 
come here and enlist.” 

But this project, bad as it is, is not by any 
means so objectionable as either the system con- 
templated by the bill from the Military Commit- 
tee of this House, or that recommended by the 
Secretary at War in his letter of the 17th of Oc- 
tober, 1814. The bill from the Military Com- 
mittee proposes to divide the whole free male 
population of the country (without any excep- 
tion) into classes of twenty-five; each class to 
furnish a recruit to serve during the war ; and in 
case any class shall make default in furnishing 
the recruit, a direct tax is to be laid on the pro- 
perty within the territorial districts comprising 
the class. This is what has been called classifi- 
cation and penalty. The project of the Secretary 
of War is:— Let the free male population of 
‘the United States between eighteen and forty- 
‘ five years, be formed into classes of one hundred 
‘each, and let each class furnish four men for 
* the war, within thirty days after the classifica- 
‘ tion, and replace them in the event of casualty.” 
From this sore. there are to be no exempts, 
except the President of the United States, and 
the Governors of the States and Territories. 
This is called classification and draught; but is 
in fact, a system of military conscription more 
extensive than was ever before attempted by the 
ambition of tyrants. 

Mr. Chairman: This plan violates the Consti- 
tution of your country ; it invades the rights of 
the State governments; it is a direct infringe- 
ment of their pride a it concentrates all 
power in the General Government, and deprives 
the States of their “ necessary security.” It does 
away all claim to personal freedom ; it is a dar- 
ing attempt upon the rights and liberties of this 
people. 

his conscription is unconstitutional. The 
Government of the United States is a Govern- 
ment of limited powers. You take by grant; 
your powers are special and delegated—the 
must be construed strictly. “ All powers not del- 
egated, are reserved to the States or the people.” 
Your authority is defined—you take nothing by 
inference or application, except what may be 
“necessary and proper for carrying into execu- 
tion” the powers expressly granted. 

What then are the ere powers of this 
Government over the military force of the coun- 
try? There are twokinds of military force men- 
tioned in the Constitution, armies and militia, and 
your authority over each is set down with ac- 
curacy and precision. Congress have power to 
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declare war, and with it the necessary power “ to 
raise and support armies,” and to “make rules 
for their government and regulation.” Armies 
then are the forces of the United States, with 
which they are to carry on their wars; and are 
subject to their exclusive jurisdiction and control. 
But the militia are the State troops, which Con- 
gress have no power to raise. They are a force 
existing, known und acknowledged at the time 
of the adoption of this Constitution; existin 
without the aid or concurrence of the Genera 
Government. The general power over the mil- 
itia resides in the States; a particular authority, 
for objects defined, was carved out of that general 
ower, and granted tothe United States. The mil- 
itia are the security of the States against foreign 
or domestic foes. The States were not a little 
jealous of this right, and to prevent any encroach- 
ment upon it, they procured an “amendment” 
to the Constitution in these words: 2d. Amend- 
ment: “A well regulated militia being necessary 
* to the security of a free State, the right of the 
‘people to keep and bear arms shall not be in- 
‘fringed.” Thus this “necessary security” is 
not only recognised but guarded and protected. 
Congress has no power to raise militia, to appoint 
their: officers, or to train them. The general 
power is in the States ; out of this general power 
there is delegated to the United States a particu- 
Jar authority, in certain specified cases, and this 
authority is “to pees for calling forth the mil- 
itia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrection, and repel invasion.” And with a 
view to give uniformity to their mancuvres, and 
make them more efficient, when their services 
should be required by the exigencies enumerated, 
it is permitted Congress to provide “for organ- 
‘ izing, arming, and disciplining the militia; and 
‘ for governing such part of them as may be em- 
‘ ployed in the service of the United States.” 
Now, waiving all arguments against this plan, 
which may be derived from the genius oF ons 
Government, and the freedom of our institutions, 
I ask, whether under the naked power to “ raise 
armies” you can adopta plan which goes to alter 
the whole military system of the United States, 
and to destroy the militia of the States, thereby 
depriving them of their “necessary security ?” 
The Secretary seems to be aware of this objec- 
tion, and has labored to obviate it. He admits 
(let it be remembered) that it would be a viola- 
tion of the Constitution to draw men from the 
militia service into the regular army: but, he 
says, by his plan “the men are not drawn from 
the militia, but from the population of the coun- 
try.” With all due deference and humility, this 
is a pitiful sophism. The militia of many of the 
States are now out on duty, and, if his plan is 
adopted, you will literally draw men from the 
“ militia service.” But it isnot material whether 
the militia are on duty or not; you have no right 
to force a man from the militia into the regular 
army. If he offers voluntarily, you may take 
him, but you cannot compel him by force. You 
say you do not take him from the militia, but 
from the population of the country. Now I 
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should like to know, whether the military pop. 
lation of the country is not the militia of the 
States? If it is, then you have no right to force 
one of them into yest service ; and yet you claim 
a right to force them all. The classes are to re. 
place the men who are lost by casualty, and the 
case may happen, that each individual of a’par. 
ticular class may thus be compelled to render 
personal service. I can see no escape from this 
argument. If you havea a to force one man 
from a particular class, you have a right to force 
all the men from that class; and if you havea 
right to force all the men of one class, you have 
a right to force all men of all the classes. The 
power to raise armies under this Constitution, 
can never be construed to extend toa plan which 
hey to alter the whole military system of the 

nited States, and take from the States that 
“ necessary security” so explicitly acknowledged 
and guarantied. 

I now proceed to examine some of the other 
positions which the Secretary takes in support 
of his conscription. Congress have power to 
raise armies, and he says, “an unqualified grant 
of power gives the means necessary to carry it 
into effect.” This is a position which I do not 
mean to controvert: but, I do say that the grant 
of power “to raise armies” is not an unqualified 
grant. It is qualified by the spirit of our Consti- 
tution ; it should be exercised in the spirit of 
freedom, and in the manner usually and ordina- 
tily pursued by free States: not by means arbi- 
trary, vexatious, unusual, and oppressive. Be- 
sides, this “power to raise armies” is qualified 
by that authority and claim on the militia which 
was known and acknowledged to reside in the 
States; you have no right to raise armies ina 
way which must necessarily defeat all the secu- 
rity which the States have under the Constitution. 

he Secretary says, “the militia service af- 
fords a conclusive proof and striking example” 
in support of the right which he claims for Con- 
gress, to raise armies by conscription. This | 
must deny—the cases are not parallel. The mili- 
tia belong to the State governments, whose pow- 
ers are more extensive than those of the General 
Government. Your powersare limited, and must 
be construed strictly. With respect to State 
governments, a different construction has obtain- 
ed—the residuum of power is with the States or 
the people ; and, in regard to State Legislatures, 
the general rule is, that all powers are granted, 
except those which are expressly denied. Indeed, 
so obvious and undoubted is this opinion, that 
respectable authority is not wanting to prove that 
as to State Legislatures, a power to legislate, in 2 
case not forbidden, is not to be taken away by 
inference or implication. The example of the 
militia under the State laws is not to be drawn 
into precedent, to establish a right in the United 
States to raise armies by conscription. Y ou 
have no such right; it violates the first princi- 
ples of the Constitution. 

There is another objection to the bill proposed 
by your Military Committee. By the Constitu- 
tion direct taxes are to be apportioned among the 
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several States according to representation, and | has been our boast that we lived in a land of free- 
The; dom. How often have we proudly claimed pre- 
fourth sectiun contains the principle which I con- | eminence in the rank of nations—a pre-eminence 


this rule is palpably violated by this bill. 
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test. It provides that the class which fails to fur-| founded on the free spirit of our institutions ? 
nish a recruit shall forfeit four hundred dollars, to | How often have the citizens of this Government 


be collected on the property of every taxable per- 
son within the territorial division of such class. 
Sir, this is a direct tax not apportioned accordin 

to representation, and therefore unconstitutional. 
The slaveholding States have an unreasonable 
and an unjust advantage. Each one of their 
slaves, as to all purposes of political consequence, 


dies to nothing in the apportionment of the bur- 
dens of the war. 


is three-fifths of a man; but, by this bill, he dwin- | 


nish less, and the other States more than their | 
fair proportion of men, provided the classes fur-| soldiers; the ordinary pursuits of life must be 


nish the men. Suppose the men are not furnish- 
ed, then the slaveholding States pay a direct tax 
in no way proportioned to their representation. 
Take as examples the States of Massachusetts 
and Virginia. The inequality is apparent. Mas- 
sachusetts has twenty Representatives, and Vir- 
inia twenty-three. The free male population of 
assachusetts, between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years amounts to 120,270, and that of 
Virginia to 93,750. Massachusetts will have 
4,810 classes of twenty-five each, and Virginia 


; 3,750 classes. If, then, each class provides a re- 


cruit, Massachusetts will furnish 1,060 recruits 
more than Virginia, whereas Virginia ought to 
furnish more men than Massachusetts in the pro- 
portion of twenty-three to twenty, the number of 
their Representatives. But suppose each State 
pays the penalty, then Massachusetts will pay 


$331,400 more, and Virginia the same sum $331,- | 


400 less than the Constitution requires; and Mas- 
sachusetts will pay $424,000 more than Virginia, 
whereas Virginia aught. by the Constitution, to 
pay $238,890 more than Massachusetts. The ap- 
portionment is unconstitutional. 

Your conscription system, in any view of it, 
ought not to be adopted. The Secretary of War 





| 


fondly contrasted their situation with that of most 
European countries? We have said that while 
the wretched subjects of other Governments were 
compelled to fight the battles of their masters, 
we could pursue in quiet and in peace those arts 
and those avocations which best suited our taste 
and convenience. If this conscription system is 
adopted, farewell to all our claims to personal 
freedom—farewell to all our boast of civil liberty. 


The slaveholding States fur-| By this system, the people of these United States 


will be instantly and forcibly transformed into 
abandoned for the peril and vexations of a camp; 
our peaceful occupations must be forsaken ; the 
merchant must quit his counting-house; the farm- 
er his plough; the mechanic his workshop; the 
professional man his pursuits—all, all must be- 
come soldiers! Our sons and our brothers, those 
who are to be the “future men” of this country, 
instead of laying the foundation for future use- 
fulness, must be subjected to the moral and phys- 
ical evils of acamp. All the habits of domestic 
life must be annihilated, and all its endearments 
outraged or disregarded. The husband must be 
torn from his wife and his children, and the child 
forcibly separated from the society and protection 
of his parents. I beseech gentlemen to pause 
before they venture upon a system like this. 

The example of Rome has been quoted to jus- 
tify a conscription. No argument can be drawn 
from ancient Rome in favor of this project. We 
live in another age, and in another country. Our 
people are different; the objects of our Govern- 
ment are entirely different. Our Government 
was formed by patriots, in peaceable times, and 
for peaceable objects. Rome was founded by a 
military chieftain, at the head of a daring and 
profligate band of freebooters—it was founded on 


admits that the abuse of power in raising armies | fraud and on violence, on rapine and on rape. 
is to be dreaded ; and he says, too, that “ our Con-| Romulus was not only an adventurous military 
stitution has provided ample security against that| leader; he was, also, a consummate legislator. 


evil.” It has, sir; and if so, it forbids conscrip- 
tion. If the General Government has that “ ab- 


solute power” which is contended for, I can see | 
If to-day | a military Government. 


no security against the exercise of it. 


| He shaped his Government to suit the people he 


governed, and with a view to the situation of the 
surrounding nations. His object was to make 
The Roman Govern- 


you can raise men by conscription, to-morrow! ment, in some of its features, was a Republic, 
some military despot may embody anticipated | but in regard to its military institutions it was 
conscripts as the ministers of his vengeance. | despotic in the extreme. Let us be warned by 
The guard which our Constitution has placed her example. She could raise great armies, but 
against the abuse of power in raising armies is | those armies destroyed her liberty. She did, in- 
this: you must raise them by voluntary enlist- deed, extend her conquests, but it ought not to be 


ment. If you have a right to force the people of 
this country into your armies, then they have no 
right left worth preserving. Life and all its com- 
forts are robbed of half their value. 


forgotten that Rome fell by her own weight. 
Rome herself, arbitrary and despotic as was 

her military system, affords an example not more 

detestable than the one now recommended ;— 


The effect of this conscription will be to alter | there were many exempts under her laws. Those 
who held offices, whether civil or sacred; those 
who had rendered important services to their 
country, including men of extraordinary merit, 
with many others, were exempted from military 
But our system is to include every- 


the whole character and genius of your people. 
Instead of ping the arts of peace you must 
beome a military nation. This system will break 
up all our habits and all our 


ursuits. It isa 
daring violation of the rights of 


this people. It 


service. 


4 
if 
| 
i 
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body. Besides, in Rome, military duty was con- | we adopt this system, so sure as the effect follows 
sidered a personal service, and none were called | the cause, so sure shall we witness the deplorable 
upon to perform it except those who possessed | consequences which there flowed from it. Hea; 
the necessary personal qualifications. So well) the evidence of an eye-witness, and be warned 
settled was this — that draughts were not | by the example. I beg your attention while | 
usually resorted to; the ordinary mode was for | read a few extracts. He says: 

the Tribunes to select; and this selection was) «Phe Jaw admits of no exception or modification 
determined by the personal qualities and omit It reaches even those who are recognised by the proper 
ance of the soldier. But your system, like nO | tribunals as unfit for service in consequence of physi. 
other military system, except the French Con-| cal infirmity. They are compelled to pay a fine, pro. 
scription, disregards the personal disability of the | portioned to the whole amount of the taxes, levied 
recruit, and includes the lame, the halt, the dis- | either upon them or their parents. No recruiting sys. 
eased, and blind; all are swallowed up in the | tem ever before presented such a feature as this. Per. 
devouring vortex of your proposed conscription. | sonal service has been everywhere considered as the 
The leading example of conscription is found in | sole object of such systems. The idea of exacting 
modern France. The future historian of this | pecuniary compensation from those who labor under 
country will no doubt consider it not a little re- | @ physical disability to serve, was never before enter. 
saduable, that an American Congress was called | tained. 








to debate a project of conscription at the very|, “ No condition of life ; no circumstances of position, 
instant that the crowned heads of Europe had, | however peculiar, give title to exemption. I have seer 
by unanimous consent, abandoned it as the most | ® ©onseript, the son of a blind mother, whom he sup- 


. “ ported by his labor, forced to march. I have known a 
as otaus pea ag saa or cee te hard-working mechanic, robbed of three sons, in three 
’ 


tolerable as yours. He included only those be- consecutive years, whom he had laboriously instructed 


in his trade, and u hos i ied fi 
tween twenty and twenty-five years ; you propose pf rhs. eopel-s pon whose assistance he relied for 


; .- | the support of his old age.” 
to take all from eighteen to forty-five. By his| «The day fixed for the drawing of lots for the con- 


plan the young men were called upon; those of scription, is one of public mourning and of anguish 
twenty years first, and others were not demanded | for every private family. Parents, both mothers and 
unless there was a deficiency ; your merciful con- | fathers, accompany their children to this horrid lot- 
scription will make all from eighteen to forty-five | tery, and display in their countenances, and by their 
equally liable. Besides, the despotic power of | accents, the most violent emotions of grief and despair. 
Bonaparte enabled him to make discriminations | A gloomy silence prevails until the drawing com- 
parte ; eee ne ee 
in cases of peculiar hardship, and he did discrimi- | mences, when the decisions of chance lead to demon- 
nate. But pass your law, and where is the power | strations, either of joy or of sorrow, which equally 
which can dispense with its provisions ? — = Peehai the Sem of eee” 
France has been a military nation; the idea of | |“ +he frefect, the sub-Prefect, and the Mayors, pre- 
war and its dangers had become familiar to the | Side on the occasion, and frequently see their own 
oung men of that country, and they prepared for anne de Me the number of the conscripts. | have 
it; here all our people are taken unprepared, and hie de oe sy shang his a approached to seek 
the total ruin of families must be the consequence. | 8 Sestiny in the fatal urn; the faultering voice oi 
oo ks the father, and the tears that rushed to his eye, showed 
In France, the liability extended only to those aT ore —. 
fi chbbwtctweaty-Bve years of “he how nature worked, in spite of the sense of imperious 
lla “feake ded fr a ht yen fi my ; sed necessity which accompanies this transaction. I have 
all are included, from eighteen to forty-five, and | noted the swellings of his heart, and the invincible 
all business arrangements must be interrupted or oppression of his spirits when he undertook, as is en- 
sus nded for that period. In France, a call for joined upon him by law, to pronounce a discourse of 
anticipated conscripts was not unusual. It is 


; as encouragement and exhortation to the new soldier. 
long since they were anticipated for four years; | When he expatiated on the beneficence of the Empe- 
the same thing may happen here. If the recruit | ror, and gave the signal of ‘ Vive Bonaparte /’ at the 
furnished by the class is killed, dies, deserts, or | end of his speech.” 
his place becomes vacant by any casualty, itmust| ‘After the conscript sets out there is but little hope 
be made good. I have authority for saying that | of his return. The term of service is limited only by 
in Franee the ninety-sixth man has been drawn | the duration of hostilities. When the parent, there- 
from a class of one hundred ; the same may hap- 


fore, takes into consideration the character of his Gov- 
- here. I entreat you to try this ground well | er»ment, the evils, both moral and physical, to which 


fore you attempt to tread it. The same evils, | bis child is exposed in the armies, and the havoc 0! 
lives made in them, he must regard a summons to 


the same desolation, and the same anguish which i vives 
the conscription as a visitation upon the latter worse 


have followed this system in another country, , ; 
must and will follow it here. It will be aise for all parties than that of death. 
severely felt by this people than by France.| I appeal to honorable gentlemen who are pa- 
France was a military nation, accustomed to des-| rents, and entreat them not to adopt a system 
tic power. We are a peaceful people, cradled | which deprives them of their children forever 
in a land of liberty. “The apprehension of the | Compared with conscription. death itself is mercy. 
d gives but a keener relish to the worse.” I beg gentlemen to believe that I feel what I say. 
Faber, in his “ Sketches of the internal state of | I have followed four children to the tomb. Under 
France,’ has marked the operation of this sys-| present circumstances ought I to repine their loss? 
tem of conscription in that devoted country. If| When I see the attempt to fasten this conscription 
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{ Joyenlovely indeed, though they are, and inex- 
| pressibly dear to me, rather than see them the 


4 weak ; I confess to them, that on this subject my 


* notice. Already the war is carried on with much 


| which you have no power to remedy. 
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upon us, ought I to regret that they have gone to 
eaven? My a had they lived, might 
have been the mothers of conscripts; my sons 
might have been conscripts themselves. I have 
(1am grateful for it,) I have yet, two lovely 


subjects of this conscription, I would, with resig- 
nation, follow them also to the tomb of their fath- 
ers. Gentlemen may say that my whole head is 


whole heart is faint. 
There is another consideration well worthy of 


disadvantage on our part. The character of the 
enemy’s troops—and the kind of force which we 
oppose to them—shows the contest to be much in 
his favor. The enemy brings against us the 
sweepings of Europe ; good soldiers, no doubt, but 
good for nothing else. We oppose to them the 
bone and sinew of the country; our honest, re- 
spectable and industrious citizens, many of them 
with large families, are put into this contest of 
blood, against men without character, without 
occupation, and without homes. Your conscrip- 
tion system will add much to thisdisparity. There 
are certain evils of war which you can remedy. 
Your commerce may revive; your agriculture 
and your manufactures may be restored ; the pub- 
lic edifices now in view may be refitted. You 
may rebuild a city that is sacked. Time and 
money may replaceall these. But there are evils 
You can- 
not fill up the space which will be made at many 
a happy fireside—you cannot restore the husband 
to his wife and his family—you cannot bring back 
the son to the arms of his parents—you cannot 
rouse the sleeping warrior from his tomb—you 
have no cure for a wounded spirit—you cannot 
mend a broken heart! These are awful facts ; I 
er to consider them. 
is conscription is not only utterly incorrect 
and inadmissible in principle, but it will prove 
arbitrary, hard, and oppressive in practice. It will 
impose an intolerable burden on the poorer classes 
of society. Each class is to furnish a man; and 
the man may be designated by lot: in this way 
the poorest citizen runs an equal hazard with the 
most wealthy man inthecommunity. If the rich 
man is drawn, he has the means and may per- 
haps hire a substitute, while the poor man must 
rform the service himself—he must quit his 
usiness and family, and leave them dependent 
for a precarious subsistence on the bounty of their 
neighbors and friends. 

This system is the more intolerable, from the 
consideration that the recruit is to be placed under 
an officer of the United States. If he is called 
out as a militiaman, he goes for a definite object, 
with his own officers, and in the society of his 
friends and neighbors. Not so under this con- 
scription ; no one can calculate on what service 
he is to be employed ; under what command he 
is to serve; or with whom he is to associate. [ 


have no disposition to lessen the orn of 
to the prac- 


the regular Army ; but I cannot loo 
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tical effects of this.system, without remembering 
that armies are not usually composed of the most 
estimable portion of the population of a country. 
Much less can I forget that the Governor of New 
York, (who has lent himself to the Administra- 
tion as the pioneer of conscription) did pardon a 
horse thief, on condition that he should enlist, and 
serve in the Army of the United States: a con- 
dition not left to doubt or uncertainty; I have 
seen it patent on the pardon. That Governor 
Tompkins is the friend of the war, I well believe ; 
for, just before his last election, he descended from 
his elevated station, as Governor of New York, 
and acted as a sort of deputy paymaster, for your 
great men in this Administration. He is said 
also to be a friend tothe Army. But it was an 
insult to the ranks of your Army to say this horse 
thief was a fit associate for your soldiers. What 
greater discouragement could be given to the re- 
cruiting service than this act of the Governor, 
which so expressly declares, that he considers 
the punishment of enlistment a sufficient commu- 
tation for the punishment due to the crimes of a 
convicted felon ? 


I must and will oppose this project, so humilia- 


ting, so oppressive, and so unjust. I tell you, sir, 
that my constituents are too respectable, and too 
valuable, for a service of this sort; and with my 
consent they never shall be compelled to associate 
on equal terms with Governor Tomkins’ pardoned 
horse thief. If they choose to enlist, it is an affair 
of their own; but you shall not have my vote to 
coerce them. No, sir, this system should be adopt- 
ed by none but tyrants, it should be submitted to 
by none but slaves. If you succeed, in common 


with others, my constituents will be foreed into 


your Army. In spite of their reluctance to mili- 


tary life—in spite of their objections to this war 
of conquest and ambition—in spiie of their fami- 
lies, and all the tender ties which bind them to 
their firesides, they must be “delivered over” to 
the recruiting officer, and dragged toa military 
rendezvous. They must go. if they refuse, they 
will be compelled by the same cruel and oppres- 
sive means which the French conscription author- 
ized towards refractory conscripts. 

Sir, lam alarmed and dismayed by the extent 
of the evils involved in this system. Rely upon 
it, conscription will never be submitted to in this 
country ; it will be resisted. If your system is 
adopted, I may be called to take a near view of a 
picture, in the front ground of which will be seen 
Governor Tompkins (an exempt under the plan) 
“ prancing over the field, his horse’s hoofs wet” 
with that blood which must flow in opposition to 
these laws. On the one hand may be seen some 
of the most respectable citizens of New York, 
starting back with grief and indignation, at the 
rude approach of a hardened outcast, who has 
scarcely grace enough left to endeavor to con- 
ceal his crimes, by covering them with his pardon. 
On the other side may be seen, a group of Amer- 
ican freemen, handeuffed and in chains, reluc- 
tantly marching on the roadto Canada. Turning 
from this view,and looking for relief to some other 
parts of the canvass, you will observe “ Free trade 
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and sailors’ rights,” in large staring capitals. As 
you approach, you perceive a figure covered with 
a thin veil—on examination, it proves to be the 
hideous and menacing aspect of Despotism, hold- 
ing the sword of conscription in her hand, while 
the Goddess of Liberty lies cold and breathless at 
her feet. 

The honorable gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
Trovr) has told us, that this system is required 
by the situation of the country ; he has expressed 
his opinion, also, that the people will cheerfully 
acquiesce. I think he is mistaken; the people of 
this country are not prepared for conscription— 
you have no right to impose it—you have no right 
to fasten chains upon the hands of freemen. They 
will prove to be the flaxen bands upon the arms 
of Sampson—he will rouse himself in his might 
and burst them, You say you will pass your law; 
that you will fasten it witha gordian knot, which 
cannot be untied. The swords of freemen then 
will cut it! 

Mr. Chairman, it has been the habit of certain 
gentlemen here, to omit no occasion to charge 
the British Government with being arbitrary and 
tyrannical. But she affords no example to justify 
your present project of conscription. As to her 
armies, she has no law or practice which in any 
way resembles it. Instead of recruiting her ar- 
mies by force, she gets them by voluntary enlist- 
ment; and so careful is she to prevent mischiefs 
from hasty and unadvised contracts, that the re- 
cruit under her practice, in all cases, has four 
days to revise his enlistment, and within that 
time the recruit must be discharged, on refund- 
ing the bounty money. 

he only instance in which the practice of 
Great Britain can be claimed to justify the prin- 
ciple of conscription, is the practice of pressing 
sailors into their naval service. From my ear- 
liest iafancy, I well remember to have heard this 
practice reprobated as an intolerable grievance ; 
and, so far as my observation has extended, it has 
been very generally considered by this nation as 
arbitrary, tyrannical, and unjust. Indeed, this 
Administration, in their late instructions to our 
Ministers at Ghent, expressly say, that, “ impress- 
ment is not an American practice, but is repug- 
nant to our Constitution and our laws.” And 
yet the late Secretary of the Navy, in his letter 
to the President of the Senate, on the sixteenth 
November, proposes a naval conscription; and 
says that he does not considerit “incompatible 
with the free spirit of our institutions, or with 
the rights of individuals.” 

It is not my intention to prove that the present 
Administration are the peculiar champions of 
“ free trade and sailors’ rights.” Nor shall I stop 
to show the ardorand violence of that love which 
prompts them to seize upon the persons of sea- 
men against their consent. My object in noticing 
this subject, is merely to show the universality 
of your conscription project; and incidentally 
to mark its resemblance to the practice of other 
nations. 

The British practice of impressment, so far as 
it goes, corresponds in principle with your con- 
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scription ; but it is much less general in its oper. 
ation. The British press- gangs are not permitted 
to take any but sailors. Your plan embraces qj] 
the population of the country. The British, jp 
cases of emergency, press sailors, who have |! 
their lives been accustomed to the sea—fitted fo, 
the service, and fitted for nothing else. But this 
is a grievance, and the hardship js, that they force 
their sailors from merehant vessels into their 
public ships; and compel them to quit a service 
which is safe and profitable, for one more hazard. 
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ous and less lucrative. But that your conscrip. | 


tion plan is infinitely more oppressive than this, 
must be evident to everybody. Now, sir, let j: 
be remembered, that the British practice of im. 
pressment, limited as it is to sailors, is not sane. 
tioned by any statute—it is resorted to only in 
cases of emergency, and is justified on the ground 
of State necessity alone. 

Perhaps some honorable gentleman here, who 
doubts the strict constitutionality of the conscrip. 
tion, may seek its justification in the necessities 
of the times. To such I would say, in the lan- 
gage of Jaffier to Pierre, “TI tell thee, friend, if this 
your cause require, your cause is in a damned 
condition.” On occasions much less important 
than this, I have heard on this floor, that, “in 
time of war the laws sleep.” Iam not now to 
learn, that cases may be imagined in which the 
necessities of the State must supersede the ordi- 
nary course of law, and in which private rights 
must be postponed to the safety of the nation. 
But the rule of “silent leges inter arma,” bas 
been quoted in debate, as applicable to the ordi- 
nary wants of the public, or its agents, in the 
management of war. Against this principle, thus 
applied, I beg leave solemnly to protest. Ina 
Government of laws, it is not to be endured, that 
every petty officer, at a recruiting rendezvous, or 
on his march through the country, shall decide 
on the State necessity, and violate private rights 
at his will and pleasure. This is tyranny and 
oppression of the worst sort. The people of 
this country have no rights worth preserving, 
provided they can be sported with at the whim 
and caprice of every epauletted upstart. Sir, it 
is not the law of the land. 

Nor can this State necessity be called in aid of 
this conscription. What! the leading measure 
for the nearer of the war, founded 
on usurpation! o our laws sleep? I have 
been taught to believe that our laws never sleep. 
Has the operation of our laws been suspended? 
Why then do you mock this people with a show 
of legislation ? Let us go home. Scatter the pages 
of your statute book to the winds of heaven. 
Your Constitution is the evidence of your rights, 
and the witness of your degradation—put it in 
the fire; it is made of paper, and like your Capi- 
tol, it will burn. But are we, indeed, reduced to 
this humiliating condition ? Where is the author 
of our shame? Let him be pointed out, and you 
may, perhaps, view another act “of doubtful 
‘public spirit, at which morality is perplexed, 
‘reason is staggered, and from which affrighted 
‘ nature recoils.” Name the usurper, who claims 
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to place himself above the law, and trample on 
therights and liberties of a free people. Perhaps 
some modern Brutus may be found, rising “ re- 
fulgent from the stroke of Cesar’s fate, amidst a 
crowd of patriots.” 

Mr. Chairman, the object of this conscription 
is, to fill the ranks of your army. By it, you 
propose to abandon all your former systems. By 
your first plan, you appealed, in a good degree, 
to the patriotism of the nation. That did not suc- 
ceed. Your second proposition made the same 
call on the patriotism, and addressed itself also 
to the cupidity of the people. You failed in that, 








© and you now propose a direct resort to force. It 


is a rule of political wisdom, that leading mea- 
sures of Government, when once adopted, should 
not be departed from onslight causes. The respect- 
ability of a. nation, in a great degree, depends on 
the stability of its institutions, and that Adminis- 
tration which expects to be useful to the people 
it governs, or held in respect by other nations, 
must adopt wise measures, and pursue them with 


- steadiness and perseverance. 


If these remarks are true, even if you hada 
Constitutional right to raise an army by the 


means proposed, prudence would seem to dictate 


that you should not exercise that right, except in 
a case of urgent necessity. On your own prin- 


ciples, does this urgent necessity exist ? The war, 


you have uniformly said, was popular. The 


4 people have always been admitted to be patriotic, 


and the war has been said to be successful. Why, 
then, force your patriotic people into this pop- 
ular war, which has been crowned with such suc- 
cess ? 

Whence arises the necessity for this conscrip- 
tion? It is said the state of affairs in Europe has 
placed vast means in the power of the enemy; 
that he has avowed the intention to prosecute this 
war with the utmost rigor and barbarity ; that we 
must defend ourselves; and hence it is said arises 


_ a necessity for the measure now under consider- 


ation. If this is a fair statement of the case, the 
bill is wanted for the defence of the country. If 
the defence of the country was the real object of 
our rulers, I should not consider myself at liberty 
to withhold my assent to any Constitutional mode 
which might be oa pi to raise supplies of men 
ormoney. While I should hold the Administra- 
tion responsible for the present alarming state of 
the country ; while I should consider that those 
who declared the war had failed in their essential 
duty “to provide for the common defence,” I 
should deem it the part of patriotism to unite in 
repelling the invaders of the country. If defence 
was the object, you should have my vote for a 
full system of finance, and for the most vigorous 
and effective military system which could be de- 
vised, consistent with the Constitution of the 
country. But the present system is one which, if 
adopted, must end in the destruction of this Gov- 
ernment. Your affairs have been for some time 
in the inclined plane of ruin; do not, I beseech 
you, add to the weight by which they are de- 
scending. If you pass this law, you drive this 
country to destruction with accelerated velocity. 
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Conscription is not necessary for defensive meas- 
ures, nor is the force to be raised by it intended 
for that object. Certainly, sir, you will not pay 
so poor a compliment to the patriotism of the peo- 
ple as to say, that you must resort to arbitrary 
and violent means to compel them to defend their 
country. So long as you continue to avow your 
weak and ambitious views of conquest, so long 
the recruiting service will not progress. 

You want men and money, and you cannot ex- 
pect to get men unless you have money. It is 
not to be expected that men will imbody for the 
defence of the nation for any consideliabie time, 
if you keep them on bad rations and no pay; but 
if you had money, and, under existing circum- 
stances, would call on the nation for services lim- 
ited to the defence cf the nation, you could get 
men enough by voluntary enlistment. The great 
evil is, you have wasted the resources of the coun- 
try—you have no money—the bills of your au- 
thorized and most confidential officers are every 
day dishonored. What is worse, you have no 
credit; you cannot borrow a dollar but at usu- 
rious interest; and the rate of interest must rise 
upon you, because the risk of the eventual repay- 
ment of the principal is ot day increasing. 
What shall we do; pass this law? If you do, 
the Government is at an end; if you do not pass 
this law, I think there is too much reason to fear 
the affairs of the nation are irretrievable. You, 
who in June, 1812, declared the war, have ne- 

lected to provide the means for carrying it on. 
Without money you cannot meet your present 
engagements, much less can you raise another 
army. What, then, must be done; what can be 
done? My poor advice would be, to meet the 
crisis as it deserves. The crisis, indeed, is an 
awful one; and it becomes you, you, the major- 
ity, who now direct the destinies of the nation— 
it becomes you to breast yourselves tothe storm 
which you see rising around you. 

I know of but one way in which I think this 
country can be saved. Abandon the idle project 
of conquering a foreign territory ; put yourselves 
on the defensive; deal honestly with the people; 
tell them that your plans for raising money have 
failed’; tell them, what is true, that you are on 
the eve of bankruptcy. and throw yourselves on 
their magnanimity. Honorable gentlemen may 
lose their offices, but they may save their coun- 
try. Ido not think it possible for you to get 
money for conquest; you may, perhaps, raise it 
for defence. Having provided the money for sup- 
porting your army, use the means which the Con- 
stitution has put into your hands; raise men by 
voluntary enlistment; and, in cases of emergency, 
“call out the militia to repel invasion,” and en- 
gage to pay them when you are able. It is not 
to be believed that the people of this country, 
under such circumstances, could be subjugated ; 
but if you will send your regular armies to Can- 
ada, and leave the States defenceless, and refuse 
to pay the militia when called out by their proper 
officers, I will not answer for the result. The in- 
evitable consequence of this course is, that the 
States must and will take care of themselves; 
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and they will preserve the resources of the States 
for the defence of the States. If you will pursue 
the plan which I have just suggested, the people, 
in defence of their families, their homes, and their 
institutions, will rally to the standard of their 
country. In such a conflict te may rely on 
their patriotism and their zeal; they will fulfil 
every duty with cheerfulness and alacrity. Do 
not force them into your ranks for conquest. If 
you require them for defence, they will be found 
where danger presses and where glory calls; and 
they will bring with them that heroic courage 
which will cover you with glory in the day of 
battle; they will bring with them that elevated 
sentiment which raises the common man to the 
hero, and that holy enthusiasm which makes an 
army irresistible. I cannot persuade myself that 
conscription is necessary for the defence of the 
country. 

Nor is the force contemplated to be raised by 
it intended for defence. I see no provision in any 
of the bills, which goes to limit its application to 
the defence of the country ; and if a proposition 
should be made so to limit it, I make no doubt it 
would share the fate of a similar attempt, ona 
former occasion—it would be instantly rejected, 
and that too without discussion. As the plans 
submitted to us contain no provision of this kind, 
we must look elsewhere for the objects to which 
this army is to be applied. Hitherto the defence 
of the country has not been the leading object of 
Administration: the war has been conducted as 
a war of conquest and ambition. Yes, sir, the 
efficient part of the Army was tilting in Canada, 
while the affrighted inhabitants in this vicinity, 
with the President at their head, were seeking 
refuge by the light which ascended from the hill 
of your Capitol! The proclamation of Hull 
avowed the intention of conquest. He said he 
came to give the inhabitants of Canada “the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty.” The re- 
doubted Alexander Smyth (a General by commis- 
sion) proclaimed that he was about to enter a 
territory, which, at no distant period, would form 
a part of the United States. In this House, the 
conquest of Canada has been again and again 
distinctly urged as an object of the war. A gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, not now a member of 
the House, (Mr. Grounpy,) and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Incersout,) have both 
favored us with arguments on that subject, and I 
believe this has been a favorite plan on the war- 
side of the House. The Administration must, | 
think, be considered as committed by the procla- 
mations of their Generals and the opinions of 
their friends. 

But the letter of the Secretary of War ends all 
doubt on this subject. He proposes to bring into 
the field, for the next campaign, not less than one 
hundred thousand regular troops. Are these for 
the defence of the country? Are the services of 
the militia and volunteers to be dispensed with ? 
No, sir; this force—the one hundred thousand 
regular troops—is to be “aided, in extraordinary 
exigencies, by volunteers and militia.” And, 
again, he expressly says, that although the bur- 
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dens of the militia may be in some cases |igh,. 
ened, yet, “reliance must still be placed on them 
for important aids, especially in cases of suddey 
invasion.” Thus, you see, resort is still to be had 
to the militia, in the only case in which you haye 
a right to their services. You have no power 
over the militia, except in the cases specified ; anq 
the exigeney must exist, or the right to call out 
the militia does not exist. Trifling, indeed, wi 
be the relief which the militia can expect from 
the plan of the Secretary. According to his 
views, and in his own words, “ it will not be suf. 
ficient to repel the predatory and desolating incur. 
sions” of the enemy. “ We must not be cop. 
tented with defending ourselves.” His object cay 
only be obtained “ by pushing the war into Cap. 
ada.” 

Now, sir, let us not be told that this conscrip. 
tion is intended for the defence of the nation. | 
had hoped that the Administration would have 
grown wiser by experience, and that this projec; 
would have been abandoned by common consent, 
The war against the provinces of Canada is; 
war without object, for it is not worth the con- 
quest; it is at the present time a war withou 
hope, for you cannot take it. I would as soon 
attempt literally “to pluck bright honor from the 
pale-faced moon,” as to attempt the conquest of 
Canada in the present state of the country. ani 
under the auspices of this Administration. 

Sir, the conquest of Canada must be a hopeless 
project under the direction of this Administra- 
tion: they are utterly incompetent. On a former 
occasion, when I so sensibly felt the indulgence 
of this House, I undertook to examine the two 
first campaigns, and thought I found evidence {or 
a thorough conviction that their claim to mili- 
tary talent was unfounded. My opinion, at thai 
time, was put upon the record ; and I have seen 
no reason to alter that opinion, in the history o! 
the last campaign. 

The military operations in the South, I believe, 
have been generally considered as successful. | 
have not a sufficient knowledge of that country 
ta venture upon an examination of them. | can- 
not, however, in this place, omit to express my 
admiration and respect for Colonel Pearson, 0! 
North Carolina, who conducted the expedition 
against the Indians, in a manner not less credit: 
able to his military talents than to the excellence 
of his heart. The youthful soldier will look to 
this accomplished officer as a pattern well wor- 
thy of imitation ; and the philanthropist will poin! 
to the scene of his glory, on the Alabama, 10! 
only to disprove the assertion that wars agains! 
Indians must be conducted on the principle o! 
extermination, but also to discourage the atro- 
cious conduct, which we have sometimes wit: 
nessed, in carrying that principle into effect. 

| local situation has led me to observe the 
Northern campaign with some attention; and | 
feel justified in saying, it will not stand the test 
of military criticism. I pass over the want 0! 
attention to the supplies so necessary to the com- 
forts of an army, oor will I dwell upon the shame- 
ful waste and prodigality, so apparent to every 
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one in the vicinity of our camps, and the neglect 
to provide the necessary means of transportation, 
in all the marches and counter-marches which 
we have witnessed in that quarter. Time would 


fail me to notice the many departures from mili- 


> at Lake Champlain. 


tary rules, in other minor arrangements for the 
campaign. I pass over all these, and come to ex- 
amine the operations on the Niagara River, and 
These, I believe, are con- 
sidered by the friends of Administration as afford- 
ing ample evidence of a just claim to military 
talent. 

In looking at the events of the war on the 


’ Northern frontier, I find cause to bestow almost 


unbounded praise on the officers who conducted 
and the brave men who executed the enterprises ; 


- but I ean see little reason to admit the claim of 
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Administration to prudence or forecast. Under 
the auspices of General Brown, the military char- 
acter of the people has been retrieved, and the 
tone of the Army raised to no common pitch. I 
feel the full weight of the services of that Gen- 
eral and his associates, and have not been back- 
ward in expressing these feelings. But no prac- 
tical good has resulted from the operations there, 
except in raising the character of the Army. The 
officers and men employed on this service are 
not to blame for it, they did everything which 
men could do, with their means and under their 
circumstances. Acquitting the officers and the 
men, I must hold the Administration responsible 
for not furnishing the means necessary to effect 
the object contemplated. The means furnished 
were utterly disproportioned to the end. The 
object of General Brown was to seize the post of 
the enemy at Burlington Heights, and to press 
from thence to Kingston. Can any one say, that 
the means furnished were competent to either of 
these objects? No, sir. The first battle on the 
Niagara, in which our troops were successful, and 
where General Scott covered himself with glory 
—that battle settled the fate of the campaign. 
General Brown, from that instant, knew that his 
purpose of penetrating into Canada was frustra- 
ted ; offensive operations, with a view to the pos- 
session of the country, were abandoned. Our 
army, as was right, feil back, and all the subse- 
quent batiles were fought, not in the expectation 
of driving the enemy trom the peninsula, but, on 
the mere point of honor, whether our forces should 
or should not re-cross the Niagara river. This 
is apparent to every man who has attended to 
that campaign. In all the enterprises new lustre 
was added to our arms; in every instance we 
claimed the victory, and yet we did not attempt 
to penetrate into the country. The prudence of 
the General foresaw that such an attempt would 
have been idle and ruinous. He gained the 
point of honor ; he retained his post till the end 
of the campaign, and the army has since gone 
into Winter quarters on this side of the Niagara. 
This, [ believe, is a fair examination of that cam- 
paign. The Administration deserve no credit, 
but . justly censurable for the part they have 
acted. 


One other fact ought to be noticed. The two 
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most important military posts which we had on 
the Western waters are Michilimackinae and 
Niagara. Both these are in the hands of the ene- 
my, and held in proud defiance. Administration 
did set on foot an expedition to recover Michili- 
mackinae, but, according to custom, the necessary 
means were not afforded, and the enterprise failed. 
As to Fort Niagara, it was not even attempted. 
And both these important posts yet remain in the 
possession of the enemy, the monuments of the 
folly and imbecility of our National Couneils. 

Let us now look towards Lake Champlain, and 
notice the events of the war in that quarter. We 
all remember, that, when our army made their 
escape across the St. Lawrence, about a year ago, 
they took post at French Mills, with a view to 
preserve their boats, and other necessary means, 
preparatory to a descent on Montreal. I well 
remember, too, that we were consoled for the loss 
and disgrace of the campaign, which had just 
closed, by assurances that our army should posi- 
tively take Montreal in the Spring, before the ene- 
my could be reinforced from beyond the Atlantic. 
Scarcely had the remnant of our gallant troops 
begun to be comfortable in theirquarters at French 
Mills, before they were ordered to strike their 
tents. The boats were burnt; provisions and all 
the supplies usually found in a’camp were ordered 
to be destroyed, for fear they might fall into the 
hands of the enemy ; and so precipitate was the 
retreat, that very large quantities of military 
stores did actually fall into the hands of the Brit- 
ish, who remained in quiet possession of the post 
which our army had abandoned, and leisurely 
removed everything which they considered of 
value. Under these circumstances, however, com- 
forters were found, who had no doubt that it was 
all right to concentrate our forces, and that we 
should see wonders in the Spring. Well, the 
Spring at length arrived, and with it the expect- 
ation of a rich harvest of glory. The campaign 
opened with an attack on La Cole Mill. We know 
the result. The officer who conducted it is now 
once again on trial. 

In the latter stages of our operations on Lake 
Champlain, with pleasure and with pride we can 
view the gallantry and good conduct of officers 
and men, both on the water and the land. And 
here—more fortunate than on the Niagara—we 
can look, with gratitude, to the practical good 
resulting from these services. But, the Admin- 
istration deserves the severest censure. The 
officers at the head of both our naval and land 
forces, and their brave associates, have all de- 
served well of their country. The name of Mac- 
donough shall live forever. The opportunity 
presented ; on that instant— 


‘He snatch’d, to grace Columbia’s infant name, 
“ Old Neptune’s trident and Old England’s fame.” 


I certainly do not intend to praise him; he is 
above all praise. The conduct of General Ma- 
comb deserved what it has received—the admira- 
tion and gratitude of his country. I scarcely 
know how to express my admiration of that 
daring gallantry which determined him to main- 


Seen REE SAE en 
eee a ~ 


be 


Cerrone ee Sn ee rn a 


ee 


' 
| 


ae 





795 
H. or R. 














HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 796 


nt 


Decemeer, 1814. 





tain his post against the fearful odds of the enemy. | removal of the army from Plattsburg; but, if they 


The skill and promptness with which the defences 
of the camp were formed, and the judicious dis- 
tribution of the troops, all reflect the highest 
honor on that General. The situation of Gene- 
ral Macomb was more critical and hazardous 
than that of any other officer during the war. 
More cannot be said in his favor, than to say his 
conduct was exactly the reverse of what was 
witnessed in the base, inglorious surrender of 
this —~ 

But how stands the conduct of the Adminis- 
tration? At the ne of the campaign, their 
object was to take Montreal; and the opinion of 
their friends excited a pretty general expectation 
of success. But, after the attempt on La Cole 
Mill, all reasonable hope of seizing Montreal ap- 
pears to have vanished. No further demonstra- 
tions were made on Montreal; and the enemy, in 
turn, began to think of invading us. His project; 
to be sure, was gigantic, but if he had met with 
no more resistance than he did in this District, it 
might have been accomplished. What was the 
object of the enemy ? 

According to Governor Tompkins, it was “to 
penetrate with his Northern army by the waters 
‘of Lake Champlain and the Hudson; and by a 
* simultaneous attack with his maritime force on 
* New York, to form a junction to sever the com- 
‘ munication of the States.” In this view of the 
object of the ——- it is manifest that the posi- 
tion of our army at Plattsburg was infinitely more 
important than that at Fort Erie. And what 
did this wise Administration do? Did they 
strengthen the post at Plattsburg? Did they col- 
lect all their disposable force and throw in relief? 
Exactly the reverse. At the very instant that 
Sir George Prevost was preparing to execute this 
plan, General Izard was ordered to withdraw the 
main body of the army, and General Macomb 
was left at Plattsburg, with scarce fifteen hun- 
dred regular troops to oppose fourteen thousand 
British veterans, led on by the Commander-in- 
Chief and all his ablest Generals. The folly of 
this arrangement is the more apparent, when it 
is remembered that General Brown was fighting 
merely for the point of honor. And besides, the 
order for General Izard to join the army on the 
Niagara was given at such an advanced stage of 
the season, that he did not reach there till the 
time for military operations had passed by. The 
campaign closed about the time Generai Izard 
arrived on the Niagara—the bird had flown. 
General Drummond went into Winter quarters 
at Kingston ; and our troops have wisely blown 
up Fort Erie, and abandoned the Canada side of 
the Niagara. And all this took place at the very 
instant when every suggestion of prudence pointed 
directly to Plattsburg, as much the most impor- 
tant post. 

Examine this subject, and you will see folly 
and infatuation written on every part of it. In- 
stead of ordering General Izard to join General 
Brown, common sense required that General 
Brown should have been directed to join General 
Izard. Sound policy loudly declared against the 


were removed at all, they should have remained 
at Sackett’s Harbor, which they passed on thei; 
way to Niagara. This, sir, cannot be doubted: 
for General Izard had scarcely left the Harbor— 
the rations which he took from thence were 
scarcely expended—before Sackett’s Harbor was 
menaced, and the militia of the country called 
out en masse to defend it; and after a severe toy; 
of duty, on bad rations, they have returned to 
their homes without pay. And yet this Admin. 
istration is well suited to manage the affairs of 
this nation ! 


As to the part the Administration took on the | _ 
Niagara frontier, I think I have shown they de. | 


served but little credit; and the view just given 
of their management on Lake Champlain musi 
forever silence their claim to military skill. The 
honor and glory is due to those who conducted 
the enterprises ; ne not to those who planned 
the expeditions, and failed to provide the means 
necessary to carry them into effect. Too much 
cannot be said of the officers. Posterity will do 
justice to General Brown. The brow of Gene- 
ral Scott is crowned with unfading laurels. And 
the historian, who shall speak of the situation and 
conduct of General Macomb at Plattsburg, will 
ae mark the resemblance it bears to that of 

eonidas at the straights of Thermopyle. While 
the American people will fondly gaze at Mac- 
donough by the side of Perry, the twin stars in 
the galaxy of our naval heroes, they will not fail 
to pronounce that the conduct of the Adminis- 
tration has been marked by folly and improvi- 
dence. 

Depend upon it, sir, Canada is not to be taken 
by the present men in power. Under the circum- 
stances of the country the project is hopeless. 
The people of this country, however ready and 
able to defend their firesides and their institu- 
tions, are opposed to the conquest of Canada. 
Your army is frittered to nothing—your Treasury 
exhibits a “beggarly account of empty boxes ;” 
yet this Administration, with a perfect knowledge 
of the facts—with hearts yet panting from the 
affrighted plains of Bladensburg—in full view of 
the ruins of the Capitol—with the flames of the 
palace still crackling in their ears—will posterity 
believe it? That, under such circumstances, this 
Administration sat down quietly and philosophi- 
cally to devise a plan for the conquest of Canada. 
Well may it be said, “ Quos Deus vult perdere, 
prius dementat.” Did I not know that this Ad- 
ministration was composed of philosophers, | 
would swear to you, Mr. Chairman, they were 
mad, stark staring mad, and entitled to ail the 
hellebore in Anticyra. I can view this project 
of conquering Canada, under present circum- 
stances, in no other light than as the last despe- 
rate effort of expiring madness. 

But Canada must be conquered, and by an 
army of American conscripts. The conquest o! 
a neighboring province has frequently been fol- 
lowed by the loss of the liberties of the conquer- 
ing nation. But we are called upon to surrender 
our liberties as preliminary to conquest. The 
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army of conscripts, on its way to Canada, must, | glory—observe this Colossus, with one foot on Por- 
at every step, trample on the Constitution of the | tugal and with the other planted on the territory 














) country. This is worse than was predicted. Ex-| of the Czars—with one hand controlling the des- 


tinies of the Baltic, and with the other pointing 
to his dependents on the Eastern verge of conti- 
nental Europe. Mark the contrast! “ How are 
the mighty fallen!” Whereand what ishe? A 
State prisoner in the Island of Elba—a pensioner 
on the bounty of the Bourbons. 
** The desolator, desolate, 
“The victor overthrown ; 
“ The arbiter of others’ fate, 
“ A suppliant for his own.” 


Take warning by this example. Bonaparte 
split on this rock of conscription; if you travel 
the same road you must share the same destiny. 
miliating and inglorious. Cvesar, returning from | The needle by which you have directed your po- 
Gaul, at the head of his victorious cohorts, tram- | litical course has been for some time trembling 
pled on the laws of his country, passed the Rubi-| in the gale of experiments; it seems now to be 
con, and marched to Rome. It was not until | settled, and points with unerring polarity to ruin. 


rience, history, and the nature of man, had 


dangerous to the liberties of this country. But 
few indeed could have believed that our rulers 
would have required us to sacrifice the Constitu- 
tion in order to raise an army for such a con- 
quest. The freedom of other nations has fallen 
by the ambition of tyrants, at the head of con- 
quering armies. But we are called to give up 
our’s—to whom? Our fate is not less hard than 





> of France. 


| from the races at Bladensburg. 
» this country are prepared to receive chains from 


Cromwell had possessed himself of his infatuated 
army that he dared to take the Kingdom of Great 
Britain under his holy protection. And it was 


» from the plains of Italy that Bonaparte brought 


his witnesses to the Crown of the ancient Kings 
But we are called upon to surrender 
all that is sacred and dear to freemen—to whom ? 


Not to some haughty chieftain, with his vassals | 
~ at his heels; not to a dashing soldier of fortune, 


the glory of whose exploits might shed some 
lustre on our chains—but to whom? To Knights 
of the Spur, whose horses are scarce yet groomed 
If the people of 


masters like these, I will only say they richly 
deserve such masters and such chains. 





There is another view of this subject which 
honorable gentlemen ought well to consider. The 
tendency of your whole system is to destroy 
the bond of union which connects us together. 
Let me not be charged with any wish to separate 
the States; I disclaim it. I have cherished the 
union of these States with an ardor, with an en- 
thusiasm, not inferior to any other gentleman in 
or out of this House. But all your measures 
seem to point to separation. The defence of the 
States has not been a leading object of this war. 
The States, however, must be defended; if you 
will not protect them, if you refuse to pay the 
expense necessarily incurred for that object, they 
will take care of themselves. The natural con- 
sequence is, the States will preserve their own 


Gentlemen have often intimated, that the ob-| resources for their own defence; and the practi- 


ject of the minority was power and place rather 
than the good of the country. To that charge I 
plead not guilty. 


cal result will be a dissolution of the Union. 
If you resort to conscription you will havea 


I am not competent to office ; | commentary upon it written in the blood of this 


and if I had the talent, { have not the disposition 


country. I beg gentlemen to remember the days 
to accept any. I look to the day which shall free 


| when York and Lancaster drew forth their bat- 
me from my public duties here as one of the hap-| tles. They appear to me to be fast returning. 
piest of my life. As to my friends, I must admit | Serious discontents already exist in many parts 
they are ambitious; but their ambition seeks to | of the United States. Causes already exist which 
save the country, nottoruleit. We havea stake | are claimed to justify a dissolution of the Union; 
in this community equal to other gentlemen. To | and, rather than submit toa military conscription, 
what should we be unfaithful? To that Consti- ‘there are States who may consider themselves 
tution which we have sworn tosupport ? To that | bound by duty and interest to withdraw from this 
land which gave us birth? Where are our fam-| Confederacy. You will say they have not justi- 
ilies, our altars, and our firesides? Where are the | fiable cause. I entreat you not to afford them a 
bones of our children and the ashes of our ances- | plausible pretext. Iam no alarmist; nor is this 
tors? It is not to be believed that these duties | view of the subject taken for any purpose of 








and these privileges are to be abandoned for any | 


motive of personal ambition. 


If the object was merely to strip you of your | 


robes of office, depend upon it my friends would 
not endeavor to arrest you in your present career. 
Be warned by experience. Look at the fate of 
the most remarkable man of this or any other 
time ; he fell from the pinnacle of ambition, and 
by conscription. Mark the progress of this prodigy 
of the age—this wonder of the world! See him 
with daring hand seize the Crown which had 
lately fallen from the head of the amiable and 
unfortunate Louis. See him at the zenith of his 





threat or intimidation. I give it as my opinion, 
and you will, I dare say, receive it for as much 
as it is worth. I have carefully examined this 
conscription question, with all that seriousness 


/and attention required by the solemnity of the 


occasion; I have exercised that small measure of 
talent which it has pleased the Almighty to be- 
stow upon me, and I have arrived at this conclu- 
sion: the plan of conscription violates the Con- 
stitution; it trenches on the rights of the States, 
and takes from them their “necessary security ;” 
it destroys all claim to personal freedom ; it will 
poison all the comforts of this people. In this 
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belief I can have no hesitation to say, that I think 
it will be resisted, and that it ought to be re- 
sisted. 

Sir, I speak not particularly of this bill imme- 
diately before your committee—I allude to the 
conscription system as proposed by the Secretary 
of War. To use the language of a former mem- 
ber of this House, — Edward Livingston, of 
New York, on the alien bill in 1798,) who was a 
distinguished leader of the present majority, I 
ask, whether the people of this country are “ base 
‘enough to be prepared for this? No, sir, they 
‘will, I repeat it, they will resist this tyrannic 
‘system. The people will oppose—the States 
‘ will not submit to its operation—they ought not 
‘ to acquiesce, and I pray to God they never may.” 

Mr. Chairman, the view I have taken of our 
public affairs has filled me with gloom and de- 
spondency. Life and all its enjoyments are with 
me much diminished in value. ‘The plot of this 
political drama has been for some thickening ; 
the catastrophe is at hand. We live in an age of 
wonders. It has been our lot to witness some of 
the most remarkable events which have ever 
taken place in the moral, political, or physical 
world. In common with others I have marked 
the signs of the times, and look to their develop- 
ment with the most awful forebodings. It is per- 
haps possible that this country may escape de- 
struction; I hope it may. But when I see ruin 
and desolation staring us in the face, although 
I am not given to superstition, I cannot but re- 
member that I have seen comets blaze, and the 
sun struggle under a total eclipse. I hope, sir, 
almost against all hope, that the freedom of our 
institutions may be preserved ; but when I see 
this system of conscription about to be forced 
upon us, although I can scarcely bring myself to 
believe in omens, yet I feel an unusual emotion 
at the recollection that the Goddess of. Liberty 
was burnt up in your Capitol. 

If this military conscription becomes the law 
of the land, the freedom of this country is de- 
stroyed, and the union of the States is gone for 
ever ! 

When Mr. M. had concluded, the Committee 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Fripay, December 9. 


The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of the Government and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying duties on 
spigits distilled within the United States, and by 
amending the act laying duties on licenses to dis- 
tillers of spirituous liquors,” were read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States 
of America;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill “to provide 
additional revenue for defraying the expenses of 
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the Government and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares and 
suarohnetiin manufactured within the United 
States’—which bill was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Eppes, also reported a bill “to provide ad- 
ditional revenue for defraying the expenses of 
the Governmentand maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on household furniture, on horses 
kept exclusively fcr the saddle or carriage, and 
on gold and silver watches.” 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of John 
C. Hurlburt, was twice read and committed. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS, 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill authorizing the 
President of the United States to call into service 
80,430 militia, for the defence of the frontiers of 
the United States. 

The motion to strike out the first section being 
yet under consideration— 

Mr. Barnett, of Georgia, and Mr. Raza, of 
Tennessee, opposed the motion to strike out. 

Mr. Wessrer, of New Hampshire, spoke in 
favor of the motion. 

Mr. Duva tL, of Kentucky, spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: My desire to address the Com- 
mittee on the present bill, does not arise from the 
hope of either fame or distinction. These can 
only belong to great talents and distinguished ac- 
tion. But, sir, lam impelled by my judgment 
and duty to protest against the opinions and doc- 
trines which have been advanced by the honora- 
ble gentleman from New York, (Mr. Mivter,) 
on the various subjects which he has brought be- 
fore this Committee—opinions and objections 
against the powers of Congress, which, if they 
unfortunately should be brought into practice, 
would overturn every principle of civil liberty, 
destroy all subordination and union, and rend in- 
to pieces the Constitution of the country. Before 
I proceed to examine the arguments of the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Mitver,) permit 
me to say, I am opposed to striking out any part 
of this bill, unless I can be persuaded, in an hour 
of alarm and peril, to surrender the rights and 
liberties of the nation. The provisionscontained 
in this bill are not only proper, but absolutely ne- 
cessary. The rejection of the measure would be 
to disarm the nation, and increase the calamities 
of war. I had hoped that, as the motion of the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Eppes) 
had prevailed, to reduce the term of militia ser- 
vice from two years to one, that all further ob- 
jections on the part of the Opposition would van- 
ish. I did not long remain in thiserror. All the 
clamor of party has been roused by this measure, 
and, hy gentlemen in the opposition, it is loudly 
denounced as odious, tyrannical, and unconstitu- 
tional. Sir, I had hoped that the stormy passions 
of party were in a great measure allayed by the 
perilous situation of the country. Opposed to a 
powerful and ambitious enemy, who is collecting 
all the deluge of war to pour on this devoted 
land, with a Treasury exhausted, and a gallant 
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army reduced in numbers but not in spirit, J, in- 
deed, had hoped that gentlemen in the opposition 
(under these circumstances) would have stood 
forward to defend their soil and sovereignty. In 
this hope I have not altogether been disappointed. 
Some gentlemen of hizh and distinguished tal- 
ents, who now stand at the head of the Federal 
party, have declared their determination to vote 
the supplies for the Government, and, on several 
occasions, have nobly triumphed over their feel- 
ings, and placed themselves on American ground. 
This is the duty of every American; they owe it 
to themselves and their country. I ask not gen- 
tlemen to sacrifice their principles. Surely, when 
their aid is demanded to preserve our rights, let 
them expose the errors of the Administration ; let 
them expose the policy which has been pursued 
by the dominant party; let them endeavor to 
convince the people that their confidence has 
been misplaced and abused; nay, let them exert 
all their powers to change the rulers of the na- 
tion, and call other men and measures into ac- 
tion. But, in the name of our common country, 
Icall on them to prepare to meet an enemy as 
implacableas he is powerful. The member trom 
New York (Mr. Mitter) commenced his argu- 
ments against this bill, by gravely informing the 
Committee that he not only objected to this, but to 
all the military plans which had been offered, be- 
cause, he says, they are coercive. Will the gen- 
tleman be so obliging as to inform us how long 
it has been since he made this important discov- 
ery? That the civil, criminal, and military laws 
of this country should be coercive on its citizens, 
is surely tyrannical. But, until the learned gen- 
tleman can point out to me a country whose laws 
have no penalties, and whose military code is not 
coercive, 1 must be permitted to believe this 





| strange and visionary notion has been only drawn 


from Plato’s ideal republic. Indeed, sir, this ar- 
gument is an excellent specimen of the lengthy, 
and learned, and elaborate speech delivered b 
the gentleman on this subject; the whole of whic 
was no doubt the offspring of much painful re- 
flection and deep research. It was the most logi- 
cal, historical, and tragical discourse, that ever 
was delivered in a legislative body. I was ata 
loss to determine, whether most to admire his 
powers as an historian, his clearness as a logician, 
or the refined excellence of his poetic fancy. It 
is rare that one individual aoe in more than 
one science or accomplishment, but the honora- 
ble gentleman from New York is surely an ex- 
ception. I feel half inclined to complain of the 
brilliancy of his fancy, for it threw such a daz- 
zling flood of light around his subject and argu- 
ments, that | must own my mind was often so 
bewildered as not to comprehend all his nice and 
excellent deductions; but this was certainly my 
fault, or rather my misfortune, for the eye of real 
genius is always clearest and brightest in the 
blaze of science. 

The Committee will pardon this digression ; it 
Was justly due to the gentleman. This bill has 
been called conscription, for the purpose of ren- 
dering it odious to the people. It is not the first 
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time that a measure has been denounced by some 

peculiar name, in order to produce opposition, or 
to defeat its object. Such a shallow artifice can- 
not deceive any but those who are willing to be 
deluded. The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MILueEr) read to the Committee some pages of 
most pathetic declamation on the distressing 
scenes which conscription had produced in 
France; but he forgot to show the coincidence 
between the bill now before us and the conscrip- 
tion code of France. I say there is no coinci- 
dence; no, not even in the classification, and still 
less in any other feature. The conscription laws 
of France were first introduced by their Direc- 
tory, and are in strict imitation of the Roman dis- 
cipline, which compelled every citizen to become 
a soldier. They were adopted for the purpose of 
aggrandizement and conquest. Ali Frenchmen 
were classed between the ages of twenty and 
twenty-five only; in this particular it was op- 
pressive and unjust. The conscripts were often 
treated with the utmost cruelty, and if they de- 
serted their parents were made responsible for 
their appearance, or their fortunes paid an exor- 
bitant fine. All this, too, was done to carry on 
foreign wars without their consent, to gratify an 
ambitious tyrant. The people of France were 
controlled by the iron rod of a military despot, 
who was only governed by his interest and glory. 
They made no laws—their voice was not heard 
in their councils. Day after day, and year after 
year, were they dragged unwilling victims to 
fight the wars of their master in every part of 
their continent. The young men saw no termi- 
nation to their military toils but in the arms of 
death ; and if they survived the period assigned 
for military service, they were but seldom re- 
warded for the scars which they bore, while un- 
usual hardships and constant exposure entailed 
upon them poverty and premature old age. No 
wonder can then be excited when we are told 
that the people of France dreaded and execrated 
conscription. 

Let us now examine this American bill, and 
compare it with the conscription of France. 
First, all the free male population of the United 
States, over the age of eighteen and under forty- 
five, are bound to render military service when- 
ever they are legally draughted. The section 
which permits a class to exonerate itself by fur- 
nishing one recruit for the regular army, so far 
from being objectionable, is, in fact, an advantage 
to the whole body of militia. This difference, 
and the extension of the term of service six 
months longer than usual, are the only changes 
in the militia laws now in operation. 

If this is conscription, it was practised during 
our Revolution. It has been the invariable prac- 
tice during the present war, and must continue 
so long as we are governed by the Constitution. 
It is nothing more than the people of these States 
expected, when they instructed their Represent- 
atives in Congress to declare war with Great 
Britain. If this be called conscription by the Op- 
position, it is equally so to bring the militia into 
the field for six or three months; nay, even fora 
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single day. But the member from New York, 
(Mr. Mitcer,) and his friends, feeling that this 
argument was too weak to support them even for 
a moment, turned to the Constitution, and en- 
deavored to base their reasonings on its sacred 
principles. Sir, in this they have failed, and their 
attempt has only more clearly exposed the error 
of their doctrines. The militia belong to the 
States, it is urged, and Congress have no right to 
call them into service, for they may be wanted 
for State defence. 

I answer—the General Government is bound 
to provide for the weal and protection of every 
State in the Union. That the Constitution gives 
to Congress the power to provide for organizing, 
arming, and disciplining the militia, and for gov- 
erning such part of them as may be employed in 
the service of the United States. That it also 
invests Congress with power to call forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions. Will it be 
denied that our country is now invaded? No, 
this must be admitted by ‘.e most incredulous. 
Yet, possessing these powers, and under these 
circumstances, we are told that this bill is uncon: 
stitutional. I ask gentlemen if the very compact 
which they guard with so much watchfulness, 
does not recognise the militia as the bulwark of 
our liberties? And yet they say, in effect, that 
Congress cannot command their services. Before 
my mind can assent to this strange contradiction, 
and extraordinary opinion, gentlemen must prove 
to me that it is unconstitutional to call the militia 
into service for six or three months, or even fora 
day; for their reasons wil! apply as strong in 
every instance I have mentioned, as they can 
against this bill. 

The member from New York (Mr. Miter) 
with great emotion has declared that, were he to 
vote for this bill, he should disgrace the ashes of 
his fathers, that it violates the rights of the peo- 
ple, who ought to be suffered quietly to enjoy 
their own firesides. I will tell the gentleman 
that he can never disgrace the ashes of his fathers 
by defending his country; they have given to 
him an example that should awaken all his pride 
to emulate; they never refused to defend the soil 
and independence which their noble valor has 
since given to their posterity; could their pure 
and generous spirits witness these scenes, and 
hear such sentiments, they would weep angel 
tears over the degeneracy and ingratitude of their 
sons. But we should enjoy our firesides! What 
enjoyment, let me inquire, is to be found in this 
enviable situation, when war is striding over the 
people, breathing destruction on our borders ? Can 
the member from New York (Mr. Mitter) feel, 
in times such as these, the quiet and enjoyment 
of which he speaks? No, in the interest which 
he has taken in our various campaigns, in the 
minute recital of our misfortunes, in the painful 
and melancholy feelings which he has i!lustrated 
by such frequent quotations of the poetic language 
of the great dramatist, it is disclosed that he re- 
poses not in these times in quiet content by his 
own fireside; let us not talk of these enjoyments 
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in the strife of war—this theme the American 
will reserve for the halcyon days ee 

But the member from New Y ork (Mr. Miter) 
has said, that this nation can only be saved by 
reviving its credit, and recruiting its armies; yer 
he declares that his assent shall not be given to 
this end, although he has told us this, and this 
only, can save the nation. Is it possible that the 
honorable member is so lost to duty and love of 
country, that, under no situation in which he 
may be placed, will he give his aid to provide 
men or money for defence ? 

{Here Mr. Miuuer rose, and said he was mis. 
understood by the gentleman from Kentucky; 
that he had said he would not give any supplies 
to the Government for the conquest of Canada; 
but that if our army was withdrawn from that 
country, and the project of conquest relinquished, 
he would go as far as any gentleman to raise 
men and money for defence. } 

Mr. Duva.u regretted he had misunderstood 
the gentleman; that it was neither his object or 
inclination to misstate his arguments, and no gen- 
tleman would accuse him of so mean a subterfuge. 

lt was but the other day that the member from 
New York (Mr. Mitier) declared on this floor, 
that the Government had abandoned every ob- 
ject for which this war was commenced. I take 
him at his word, and the supposed conquest of 
Canada cannot now be an obstacle; but, to re- 
move his fear of conquest, let me offer him proof 
which is undeniable, to dissipate the inquietude 
which he still feels on this subject. 1 mean the 
instructions given to our Ministers, and the offer 
to make peace on their part with the British com- 
missioners, on terms of which they have no right 
to complain. How, then, can it be seriously 
urged that this is a war of conquest? Even the 
gentieman himself has said, that all the objects 
for which this war was declared are now aban- 
doned. In ove breath we are told it would be 
dangerous to the liberties of the people to place 
at the disposal, and under the control of the meu 
in power, a great military force; in the next mo- 
ment the same gentleman deciares that the Ad: 
ministration have neither talents nor capacity to 
carry on the war; and that such is their imbecil: 
ity, that were they to furnish the supplies they 
would be profusely and ineffectually expended. 
I leave such absurd contradictions to be recon- 
ciled by those who claim them as just and unan- 
swerable arguments. 

But, said the gentleman, (Mr. Miuter,) beware 
how you trample on the rights of your citizens. 
for remember justice never sleeps ; Fissent that 
his conduct has not proved the truth of bis re 
mark. Justice among the great body of the peo- 
ple I trust will never sleep, but with some in the 
opposition she even now slumbers unto death. 
Justice expired with the gentleman and some o! 
his friends in the opposition, when they declared 
in this Hall, and in the face of the whole nation, 
that this war is wicked and unjust. 

That the nation commenced the war before 
they were prepared, was, and is yet, my opinion. 
But that we had not ample cause to justify our 
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resort to arms, [I do deny. Was it wicked and 
unjust to resist the enemy in their illegal decrees 
and blockades? Wasit wicked and unjust to re- 
sist the capture and confiscation of our vessels 
and cargoes? Was it wicked and unjust to re- 
sist the impressment of our seamen? If none of 
these contain the wickedness and injustice of 
which gentlemen complain, I ask in what does it 
exist? Let gentlemen no longer refuse their as- 
sistance; let them not sit calmly by and see the 
farms of their citizens pillaged, their habitations 
wrapped in flames; and when the voice of mad- 
dening distress shall assail them with petitions, 
coldly answer, we will not aid or protect you, for 
this war is wicked and unjust. When our terri- 
tory is invaded by your enemy, and he bids defi- 
ance 10 your arms; when your citizens, no longer 


- able to resist their iniquitous and rapacious de- 


mands, call on you for protection, which you 
have solemnly sworn under our Constitution to 
give, will you violate the bigh obligation, and an- 


 swer. it cannot be given, for this war is wicked 
| and unjust? Have you not heard the cries of 


distress arising from ruffian profanation? Have 
you not marked the spots where your cities and 
hamlets once stood, whose ashes have been slaked 
with the blood of your citizens? and, yet, are 
you calm and undisturbed, refusing to redress 
their sufferings, or to aid in the punishment of the 
incendiary myrmidons who have violated your 
people, because you say this war is wicked and 
Ever 

no vain may the citizens of your Indian fron- 
tier recite their sad and dreadful sufferings. The 
exterminating warfare of a merciless foe, whose 
joy in blood rises to madness, is suffered, with 
your consent, to rage with death and desolation 
on your borders. The rude children of the brave 
and daring hunter, and the family of the unoffend- 


| ing and peaceable emigrant, sink alike beneath 


the arm of their savage foe. Do they desire your 


— Yes ; but you sternly bid them die, 


cause you still say that this war is wicked and 
unjust. 
would ask, from what does this apathy, on 
the part of many in the opposition originate? I 
fear, from local distinctions and invidious re- 
marks, which, with regret and pain, | have so 
often heard thrown outin the warmth of discussion. 
There is a class of politicians in this country who 
have, for years, with the most unwearied indus- 
try and artifice, endeavored to make the Eastern 
and Northern sections of this Union believe that 
the Southern and Western States are jealous of 
their increasing wealth and commercial impor- 


more binding? Beitse. The North and East 
are commercial; the South and the West are 
engaged in agriculture; if commerce is impeded 
or suspended, the ships of our merchants are idle 
and decaying; the produce of the South and 
West remain on the planter’s or farmer’s hands, 
dead. wasting, and unproductive, or becomes 
spoiled, unfit for market, and is wholly lost. Na- 
ture intended that the Northern and Eastern 
States should produce the daring and enterprising 
mariners of the Union; to make them so, she has 

iven to them fine bays, harbors, and rivers; she 
te placed the fisheries in their neighborhood as 
a nursery for their seamen; their climate is cold, 
and soil unsuited to the various productions of 
raw material necessary for their factories, which 
are found in abundance in the South and West. 
New England will not only possess the carrying 
trade of the South and West, but will, from her 
great and increasing population, necessarily be- 
come their manufacturer. All this is so obvious 
and certain, that the demagogues of either party 
cannot long deceive the people, by crying out 
that their interests are separate and distinet. 
Away, then, with invidious sectional distinctions; 
let us speak of ourselves as a nation, aod not as 
separate hordes of wrangling and jealous savages. 
The bold and enterprising mariner of the North 
may proudly rank with the first in the nation. 
Yes, sir, these are the men who belong to your 
Navy, who have acquired more glory in two years 
for themselves and country, than ever England 
could boast in half a century; a gem which shall 
shine with undiminished splendor down the long 
annals of time. This nation should never, in 
peace, forget that a Navy is her right arm in 
war. 

It was with pleasure I listened to the gentle- 
man from New York while he praised the valor 
of our land and naval commanders, and I could 
not but deem it strange that he, who seemed so 
animated at his own recital of their gallant deeds, 
should yet refuse to follow their example in de- 
fending his country. 

I did not hope to follow the gentleman from 
New York through all the various remarks which 
he pressed into this discussion; nor can I follow 
him in the sublime poetic effusions and number- 
less quotations from celebrated authors. Indeed, 
sir, it seemed to me that the gentleman’s speech 
was not made for the present bill, but for the bill 
which has been reported to this House by the 
honorable chairman (Mr. Troup) of the Military 
Committee; but, as it is probable it will not be 
acted on, the honorable member from New York 


tance. This opinion has been supported and en- | has transferred his objection from that to the bill 
couraged ‘ demagogues, for base and perfidious | from the Senate. But nothing is impossible to 


purposes. The good sense of the nation (it is the 
hope of every American) will soon correct so fa- 
tal an opinion. The happiness and interest of 


all the States are linked together by every tie 
that can bind society—speaking the same same 
language, living uuder the same general laws, 
connected by marriage, blood, and friendship, and 
Worshipping the same great benevolent Being— 
how can stronger connexion exist? Is interest 


great genius; no subject is too high or too low 
to escape its subtleattention. It delights to bring 
objects and things, radically different, together ; 
and, like electricity, its course is brilliant, wild, 
and eccentric. Hence, we may account for the 
introduction of Governor Tompkins and his 
charger by the honorable member, to this Com- 
mittee, caparisoned in all the pomp of war; and 
also for the rapid flight which he instantly took 
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from the back of this war horse, as he said, “to 
pluck bright honor from the pale-faced moon,” 
where, for the present, I leave the gentleman. 

The attention of the Committee shall not be 
claimed much longer by me, for I throw by many 
remarks, which have been made in the course of 
debate, in order to call your reflections to a sub- 
ject that has been too often agitated to escape 
reply. I mean the doctrine of rebellion, which 
has been trumpeted in our ears by more than one 
member of this body. It is time that gentlemen 
in the Opposition should allay the fury of passion 
by the exercise of reason and calm inquiry. Can 
one individual in this body be found who will ad- 
vocate principles destructive of the happiness and 
Constitution of his country? Yes, this House 
has heard discord and rebellion encouraged and 
avowed from more than one quarter. The mem- 
ber from New York (Mr. Mitier) has declared 
that this militia system, or, as he terms it, con- 
scription, will not be submitted to by the people ; 
that they ought to resist such oppression, such 
oe of their rights, and he hoped they 
would resist. 

[Here Mr. Miter rose to explain, and said that 
the language he had used, were the words of Mr. 
Livingston, a Democrat, and were delivered in a 
speech when he was opposed to Mr. Adams’s 
Administration, and he (Mr. M.) now adopted 
them as his own. } 

Mr. Dovatt said, he had so understood the gen- 
tleman, and although he claimed the benefit of 
the example introduced, it was not on that ac- 
count the less mischievous and pernicious; that 
demagogues belonged to all parties, and were 
equally to be detested and condemned. Let gen- 
tlemen who are giving tone and encouragement 
to rebellion, beware of the consequences; for, | 
tell them, they are treading over a burning vol- 
cano that may burst upon them in dreadful ruin. 
Do they propose to better their conditions, or the 
condition of their country, by such dangerous and 
mad contention? If so, let me drive from them 
far the fatal delusion. Look to the French Rev- 
olution, and learn, in time, to avoid the bloody 
scenes which may and will be reacted in America. 
How many of all the numerous and daring revo- 
lutionists of France are now in existence? Few, 
indeed, compared to the many who have fallen 
before the power of that rebellion, which owed 
to them its spring and creation. All France did 
not produce, with her millions of men, a single 
individual who could snatch the helm and wield 
the sword of the nation. Such men are rare cre- 
ations of nature—five centuries will not produce 
such another man as the Corsican, who braved 
the tempest of Revolution, and rode on surges of 
blood to the imperial throne of France. 

Beware, in time, beware, of the fate that will 
attend your temerity ; for, believe me when I tell 
you, you, who create, are not the men that can 
control the tide of rebellion; you, first of all, 
shall be overwhelmed by its resistless fury. De- 
ceive not yourselves and friends with the vain 
and foolish hope that you can “ mount the whirl- 
windand direct the storm,” for you will be scat- 
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heaven.” 

Mr. Incersout, of Pennsylvania, addressed the 
Chair as follows : 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to be the determina. 
tion of gentlemen to debate all the military, and 
and all the national subjects too, on the present 
motion. I had hoped that discussion would have 
been reserved for the consideration of the resoly- 
tions I laid on the table the day before yesterday, 
and which it was my intention to have called up 
the moment the present business is disposed of 
I never much liked this bill. It embraces the 
same principles without the powerful effects of 
the other plan, with a greater complication of 
machinery. It was, originally, but a weak, di- 
luted measure, in my opinion, and a bad substi- 
tute for the direct classification and draught into 
the regular armies, which I hold to be the best, 
and indeed the only efficient system. I had re. 
solved, however, to vote for the bill, because [ do 
not perceive that it may not serve as an accessory 
to the classification ; and even, eviscerated as it 
has been by the success of the motion of the geo- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Epres,) to reduce the 
term of service from two years to one, I do not 
yet say that I will withhold from it my support. 
Something must be done. 

To be insensible to the extreme importance o/ 
time at this crisis is to be insensible to the crisis 
itself. This is the moment for action, not decla- 
mation; and gentlemen on both sides may rest 
assured that their controversies are, like a sea- 
fight, surrounded by a mass of destructive ele- 
ment infinitely more to be apprehended than their 
own ability to injure each other—an element of 
destruction, which, if neglected or provoked, will 
swallow up both the contending parties together, 
while they are vainly striving which shall over- 
throw the other. To change the illustration, we 
are in conflict, sir, as it were, in a vast place of 
interment, where eternity yawns upon us from 
ten thousand mouths, and where, whichever party 
brings his antagonist to the earth, can achieve no 
more enviable victory than that of being buried 
altogether in the same unhonored grave. Gen- 
tlemen seem to think, sir, that their constituents 
sent them here with no other purpose than to pull 
down one Administration and supplant it with 
another. They tell us, with one breath, that the 
preseut Administration was forced into this war, 
and with the next breath, they make the Admin- 
istration answerable for all its misfortunes. They 
denounce that Administration as the most imbe- 
cile, indigent, and despicable in the world; and 
yet, with all the wealth, and all the talents, they 
have in vain withheld their wealth, in vain ex- 
ercised their talents to thrust this miserable ob- 
stacle from their course. They possess, exclu- 
sively, all the physical resources, and all the 
patriotic attachments of the soil of the eountry— 
the bone, marrow, sinews, and vitals of the Stale 
—and they come here to reproach Administra- 
tion for not having prevented or defeated a sud- 
den inroad upon this Capital, while a portion ol 
their own territory has been, for six months, 10 
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the undisputed occupation of the enemy—sub- 
dued without resistance, and held without an ef- 
fort to regain it. We can all recollect, Mr. Chair- 


| mao, how the gentleman from New Hampshire, 


(Mr. Wenster,) in particular, demonstrated to 
us, about this time last year, that our war was 
unpopular and unjust; how he entertained us 
with distinctions between war offensive and war 
defensive ; between the mercenary spirit of extra- 
territorial conquest and aggrandizement on the 
one hand, and the generous ardor of repelling in- 
yasion on the other; how he proved our inability 
to conquer Canada without the cordial co-opera- 
tion of New England; and how speedily Canada 
would be overrun and subdued if his immediate 
fellow-citizens could be enlisted into the cause, 
instead of the armies—and yet, now that the war 
has become defensive to them; now that it has 


| pushed itself into their plantations; now that the 


conqueror rings the knell of a curfew every eve- 
ning over their own firesides, not a note of prepa- 
ration or resistance do we hear from their moun- 
tains or their seaboard, nor any other note but 
that of rejoicing in the happy exchange they 
have made of war without trade for trade with- 
out war. Nay, sir, they are more robust than 
ever in opposition to the war, now that nothing 
is left in dispute but a canton of their own soil; 
and they venture to threaten us with disunion for 
presuming to enact a militia law, when the enemy 
offers us a peace we can accede to atany moment. 
and leave that section which shakes the rod of 
dismemberment over our heads to fight out the 
battle with Great Britain. Sir, I do not belong 
to that slaveholding portion of these States to 
which such frequent and such angry allusions are 
made from another quarter, and, for particular 
reasons, I look with a degree of reverence and 
a strong regard towards the East. I listen, too, 
with pleasure, generally, to whatever falls from 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Wes- 
sTER,) because, however I may disapprove the 
doctrine, it is, for the most part, supported by ar- 
gument, as to-day it was by eloquence. But it 
was, if I may so express it, with a very painful 
pleasure that I attended to his pathetic threats 
this morning. 

Mr. Chairman, a dissolution of this Confeder- 
acy is a national misfortune, upon which I never 
think without great pain. The politica! school 
in which | have made my inconsiderable acqui- 
sitions, abhors and deprecates so desperate a re- 
sort. I know of but one evil more to be dreaded. 
But there is one, and of that one I inform the 
gentleman from New Hampshire. It is the de- 
terring those States who hold a legitimate as- 
cendency in the Government from any measure 
whatever, by the threat of a dismemberment as 
the consequence of it. Whenever this is the 
case, the Union is virtually dissolved. The sub- 
stance is gone, and nothing remains but the shad- 
ow—a cold and melancholy shade of authority— 
without warmth, without life—contemptible to 
our enemies, and formidable only to ourselves. 
Minorities have their rights, and | should be one 
of the last to infringe upon them. But majori- 
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ties have duties too, and duties to be performed 
at every hazard. 

Sir, we have been but too long threatened with 
dissolution, but too often deterred from proper 
and Constitutional purposes by such apprehen- 
sions. The same ground was taken in the same 
quarter against the embargo laws. The same 
threats. But there was no resistance to those 
very severe and unpalatable acts; and I trust 
there will be none to this militia bill. I do not 
believe that there will. But whether there will 
or not shall have no influence upon me. If I 
consider the thing just, I shall vote for it and 
maintain it, leaving results to themselves. Is 
there nothing, sir, from the Potomac to the Pe- 
nobscot but one vast sea of Administration? Is 
there no country left to embark upon? Have 
we no wrongs to avenge? No rights to assert? 
No enemy to contend with? No home to feel 
for? Or do gentlemen consider their country 
(to adopt a figure of Mr. Burke’s) a carte blanche, 
on which they may scribble what they please. 
For my part, I rise to-day, Mr. Chairman, the 
advocate of no administration. I have taken 
the floor to assert the cause of my country 
against its foreign enemy: and I think the con- 
juncture has well nigh arrived when both Ad- 
ministration and Opposition may give way to 
nobler views than those of reviling and destroy- 
iog each other. It isa fact, at once mortifying 
and alarming, that England is waging hostilities, 
not against your Union and resources, but against 
your divisions and prejudices. Reserving all my 
animosity for her, and anxious to defend our com- 
mon cause, permit me cursorily to inquire whe- 
ther it is really so low and so wretched as seems 
to be imagined. I am not disposed, I think it 
would be out of date at this time of day, to in- 
quire into the wisdom of the declaration of war, 
which is besieged with such pertinacious and 
preposterous denunciation by almost every mem- 
ber of this House, who rises to oppose any meas- 
ure now necessary for sustaining the contest in 
which we are involved. But this I will say, that 
I have no doubt, whenever the parties and pas- 
sions of the moment shall be mellowed and melted 
down by the lapse of years and change of cir- 
cumstances, that declaration will be recorded by 
the historian as the wisest and most fortunate act 
in the annals of America. I had not the honor 
of voting for the declaration of war—I wish I 
had. With a full and a keen sense of all the 
dangers and difficulties it has brought upon us, I 
would vote for it now were it again in question. 
Yes, sir, were we now in June, 1812, and had I 
the faculty to pierce the veil of futurity and dis- 
cover all that has happened since, I would not 
hesitate. The venerable patriot whose mortal 
remains we lately consigned to the earth, (the 
Vice President, Mr. Gerry,) with the obsequies 
that became his services and his station, does not 
bequeath to his posterity a richer inheritance of 
public gratitude for the vote he gave for inde- 
pendence on the 4th of July, 1776, than will de- 
scend upon his children from any member of this 
Congress, who, from pure and patriotic consider- 
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ations, (and I can suppose none other,) voted for 
the war on the 18th of June, 1812. It is true 
that we have experienced since then a great va- 
riety of fortunes, and that we are now arrived at 
a conjuncture big with portentous events. But 
to appreciate our situation properly, we should 
inquire not what it is or may be, but what it 
would and must have been if war had not been 
resorted to. What then would have been our 
condition? We might indeed have slumbered 
on through 1812 and 1813 in the protracted tor- 
por of an ignominious peace. e might have 
still clung to a sorry remnant of the rags of trade. 
We might have remained in morbid neutrality, 
watching the phases of the moon in Europe. e 
might have witnessed those astonishing transac- 
tions there, which, crowding the business of cen- 
turies into the space of months, have overthrown 
the Colossus of the Continent, and bestrode his 
fallen carcass with that of the Colossus of the 
Seas. We might have hailed the ascendant star 
of England with a joy unmixed with apprehen- 
sion, unadulterated with hostility. We might 
still have amused ourselves with furious factions 
and the war of words. Restrictive systems, and 
other such political polemics, would have never 
failed to separate us into unrelenting parties, just 
as we are marked off now. As to making pre- 

ration for hostilities under such circumstances, 
it is absurd to talk about it. And when the 
Spring came for our reanimation from this torpid, 
creeping, odious, miserable state, to what sort of 
vernal pleasures should we have risenup? With 
all the original causes of complaint existing, and 
aggravated, between ~~ and England—for not 
one of them would have disappeared but from 
your demonstrations of resistance—without an 
officer or a soldier, a fortification or an equipment, 
distracted at home, despised abroad, you would 
have been cast upon the tender mercies and the 
magnanimity of Great Britain. And what has 
been your experience of those mercies, of that 
magnanimity? What claims have you beyond 
the Dutch, the Irish, the East Indian, or the Por- 
tuguese, to the forbearance and the fondness of 
your mother country? Has your Revolution left 
no sting? Or has your subsequent prosperity in- 
flicted no pang? Holland, annexed to England, 
in return for the Dutch emancipation from the 
yoke of France, is the volume in which you may 
read your own fate. I refer gentlemen to an ex- 
tract from the Leyden Gazette, lately published 
in our newspapers, by which it appears that not 
a Dutch vessel isto sail without a British license. 
And what right have we to be preferred to the 
Dutch? Instead of a question whether the Can- 
adas should be annexed to the United States, 
there would have been no question as to the an- 
nexation of the United States to the Canadas. 
If a lady is to be found in this reprobate region 
worthy to be united in marriage with one of the 
worthies of the illustrious house of Brunswick, 
we should have been wedded to our ci-devant 
mother, with all the blessings of the incestuous 
Union. This, sir, is but a faint outline of the 
destiny of America, but for the attitude, the 


character, and the means of self-preservation, for 
all of which we are indebted to this war. 

It is true, to be sure, that we have been con- 
signed, almost without a thought from nations 
whose battles we are Agbtiog, (particularly that 
one which offered its mediation) to the bloody and 
ferocious visitation of those modern Buccaneers, 
who have carriéd their calicoes for sale through- 
out the world at the point of the bayonet, plung- 
ing the bayonet into every bosom that refused to 
cover itself with the calico—who have wrapped 
the four corners of the earth in flames for a mo- 
nopoly of manufactures. We could not dress but 
in their broadcloths. We could not eat but with 
their hardwares. Wecould not sleep but in their 
blankets. They had reduced us to Lord Chatham’s 
wish. Nota hob-nail but was English. They 
had us effectually recolonized, without bloodshed 
orexpense. Butthisdidnotcontentthem. They 
must act the farcical tragedy which France per- 
formed with Spain. America belonged to Eng- 
land, in effect,as much as France belonged to 
Spain. But the goose must be killed that laid 
the golden egg. ‘To this we demurred—we re- 
sisted. After a series of endurance and procras- 
tination, to which I never can recur without 
shame and sorrow, we finally resisted. If we had 
begun the contest with the cause of it, it would 


have ended long ago, and ended to our honor. 


But we deferred it till the eve of a fundamental 
revolution of things in Europe, which, instead of 
turning European politics to our account, has left 
us England single-handed on our hands. We 
have accordingly suffered all that the combina- 
tion of British power and British perfidy could 
inflict; no inconsiderable matter, sir—for British 
power, for the purposes of distant maritime ag- 
gression, is the most formidable in the world; 
and I defy all history, ancient as well as modern, 
sacred and profane, for parallels with British 
perfidy. We have endured invasion, prosecuted 
avowedly in defiance of the laws of civilized war- 
fare. After sacking our Capital, the enemy, for 
the first time, I believe, that Christendom ever 
witnessed such an act, has proclaimed his purpose 
to ravage and destroy beyond the precincts of 
poe We have had warriors to contend 
with, whose first reinforcement was from the 
savage of your borders—whose last appeal was 
to the pirate lurking on our shores. All this we 
have undergone—the overcharged eruption from 
the voleano of British aggression. But we sur- 
vive. The white heat of the fiery ordeal has sub- 
sided; and we find ourselves breathing again ; 
with our union, our spirit, our resources, our ter- 
ritory ; unsubdued, except the strip on the Penob- 
scot—slowly, it must be confessed, but too slowly 
making preparation for another campaign. Never 
was stratagem more hollow, more perfidious, more 
cruel, more base than the overture last Winter by 
the Bramble—a stratagem against which this 
House will do me the justice to recollect that ! 
thenadmonishedthem. Never was warfare more 
barbarous, more inhuman, more brutal, more un- 
manly than that waged against us by the English, 
pending the negotiation for peace, to which they 
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ve the invitation, It has excited against them 
Oe one unanimous spirit of hearty detestation. 
Ao honorable gentleman of the other House (Mr. 
Kina,) for whose person and character I shall al- 
ways cherish the most affectionate regard, how- 
ever I may differ from him in politics; who has 
not been distinguished by his dislike to England, 
has, Within these few days, pronounced his elo- 
quent and severe reprobation of their remorseless 
and sanguinary hostilities. Never were prelimi- 
naries of peace laid down upon a broader basis 
of stupid ignorance and infatuated misconception 
than those proposed by the British Commissioners 
at Ghent. Never was inflexible or supercilious 
superiority so soon relaxed—never was a peremp- 
tory sine gua non so soon commuted for a paltry 
uti possidetis. When gentlemen therefore labor 
by the good hour to prove to us how disastrous 
our affairs have been, I beg leave to commend 
them to the enemy foracontradiction. I request 
them to inform me how it happened, that mighty 
England has so soon descended from her towering 
height, unless she has found reasons in her reverses 
here, to moderate her tone there. She knows, 
she feels her disappointment. She recognises it 
in acts too strong to be argued out of existence 
by all the rhetoric and all the logic of this House. 
While her fleets, without a single occasion for 
their presence in any other quarter, have in vain 
attempted to maintain the paper blockade of our 
coast, our privateers have enforced an actual and 
absolute blockade of the coasts of Great Britain. 
While British ships-of-the-line have degraded the 
naval character by every species of vile exaction 
and dastardly mischief upon these shores, the 
American corsair has visited the shores of Eng- 
land with examples of heroism and humanity. 
The privateer has taught the man-of-war the les- 
son of his art—how to conquer and how to be 
generous. There are some vestiges, it must be 
acknowledged, of British conquest, but they are 
nowhere to be seen without the bloody print of 
British vandalism too. Even this Capitol pre- 
sents a diurnal spectacle of mutilated columns 
and demolished monuments. But the blood of 
martyrs is the seed of the church; and every 
capital in Europe, which has survived unhurt the 
occupation of a conqueror, resounds with execra- 
tion against the British barbarians who one day 
laid in ashes the Capital of America, and the next 
day fled to their ships, leaving their wounded to 
the mercy of those whom they had thus alienated 
from the feelings of humanity. 

But Canada has not been conquered; and my 
friend from South Carolina (Mr. CatHoun) has 
been reminded of his prediction, that it would be. 
To all the purposes of that prediction, Canada 
has been conquered. It was not that we desired 
to magnify our Republic by adding the Canadas 
to the Confederacy. If the inhabitants could be 
removed, I should not care, for my part, if Canada 
could be overflowed by the ocean. But as a 
means of obtaining peace, and not as the end of the 
war, the conquest of the Canadas has been almost 
achieved. And for this again I beg leave to re- 
fer to Ghent and England. We have performed 
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a-campaigo on Canadian ground which is worth 
the acquisition of ten thousand Canadas. We 
have accomplished officers, and that being done, 
England knows that we can create soldiers. The 
American in Europe need now no longer blush 
to be an American. The European who visits 
America—after traversing the ocean, every lati- 
tude of which is in a blaze with the naval glories 
of our glorious tars—and who repairs to the Falls 
of Niagara, as the most prodigious of nature’s 
wonders, will find every species of classic recol- 
lection superadded to the natural prodigy of the 
scene. The grounds round the Fails of Kiegum 
are all sanctified with romantic exploits and bril- 
liant achievements—achievements which have 
plucked the military as well as the naval plume 
from British brows—which have been followed 
by the congratulations and applause of the whole 
American people. Whether the campaign has 
been well or ill conducted, on the part of the Ad- 
ministration, I cannot stop to inquire. Whether 
General Izard ought to have been here and Gen- 
eral Brown there, or what share the Administra- 
tion should have of credit or censure for these 
operations, I neither know nor care. It answers 
all my purposes that they redound to the honor 
of the country—that they enhance the American 
name at the expense of the enemy of America— 
the rest is matter of controversy with which I 
cannot disturb my feelings. 

Our ministers in Europe may now with honest 
pride and independence declare to those potentates 
who shrunk from our assistance, though our cause 
was theirs, because they dared not aid us—We 
have triumphed without your reinforcement, ay, 
without even your countenance, we have van- 
quished the victors of your conquerors. We do 
not ask your alliance. We do not stand in need 
of it. With the blessing of God, and our means, 
we can do without it. All that we ask of you is, 
to cause your neutral rights to be respected as we 
have caused ours tobe. Learn from our example 
how strong a good cause renders the weak against 
the mighty. Betrayed by inordinate love of peace 
and the infamous double dealing of Eugland into 
but partial preparation for war, we were overtaken 
unawares by fearful odds. You thought, no doubt, 
that the chances were against us. But, aftera 
whole campaign of our infernal enemy’s utmost 
scope, not a wreath of laurel have we lost nor an 
inch of ground, excepting a small part which was 
not defended as it should have been. My life 
upon it, sir, the magnanimous Alexander will 
find that his esteem for us is greater than he sup- 
posed it; and Louis the Desired, in 1815, like his 
predecessor in 1778, will generously press in with 
his assistance, since he perceives that we can do 
without it. 

But we must have armies, and we must have 
money. I venture to assert, that the mere enact- 
ment, by something like unanimity in this House 
of a good military system, with indications o 
acquiescence in it out of doors, would secure usa 
peace forthwith, without the necessity of enforc- 
ing the system. I appeal to those gentlemen, who 
are so clamorous for peace, to coalesce for an ob. 
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ject so desirable. That system, in my opinion, i 
a classification of the white male population of 
the country for the purpose of a draught into the 
regular armies. You may call it by what odious 
ugly name you will—conscription or what not— 
but itis the only sufficient, the only republican, 
the only fair, the only equal plan for applying the 
or means to the end of common military 
defence and protection, Sir, vast improvements 
have taken place in the military art since the last 
twenty years, All Europe has in effect adopted 
these improvements; and this country will be left 
lamentably behind in the march of mankind, un- 
less, like the rest, it adopts them too. What are 
they, sit? Simply a return to the great cardinal 
principles of republican Government—to the prin- 
ciples which maintained Rome for so many cen- 
turies on the ascendant, and again for so many 
centuries on the decline, before her mere declen- 
sion va es in the darkness of the middle 
ages, The gentleman from New York (Mr. Mit- 
LER) was mistaken in supposing that the Militia 
Romanorum admitted of either alternative or ex- 
emption. There was no such thing, Every citi- 
zen wan in fact a soldier, Every citizen was 
a to serve his country under arms, and 
no citizen was permitied to be elevated to civil 
honor who had not served them in the military 
field. It is some time, sir, since I read Polybius; 
and Washington is not the best place on earth for 
reference to books, But unless I am quite wrong 
in my remembrance, the gentleman from New 
York will find, in the 7th book of that work, the 
Roman system as I have stated it. But it is 
somewhat scholastic to refer to such authorities, 
Let us come down to the later times. We all 
know the military tenures, the scutage, the knight 
service, &c., by which the vassal was bound to 
serve his lord, his lord the duke, and the duke his 
sovereign. We know the base and arriere law, 
” which used to carry men into the field for short 
and insufficient terms of service. We read, at 
still more recent periods, of the Condottieri, the 
Hessians, the Walloons, the various mercenaries, 
which for the most part composed the armies of 
Europe, We know that the great Frederick 
fought his famous seven years’ war with troops 
of this description, But these again may bs 
thrown out of view, together with the Roman 
precedent, I invite gentlemen to accompany me 
to England for a conscription, and I pledge my- 
self to find them one of the harshest and most 
unequal kind—not impressment for the sea, but 
conscription for the land service. I invite, par- 
ticularly, the attention of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire Soe Wansren) to the book I 
am about to read from—it is the English Statutes 
at Large--a treatise with which his pursuits ought 
to make him peculiarly conversant. Here, where 
there are no naughty assignats nor Napoleons; 
here, in this adorable land of liberty and wisdom, 
here we shall find conscription at full length. 
[Mr Inannsout then read several sections of 
an act of Parliament for recruiting the regular 
army, enacted in 1756, and to be found in the 7th 
volume of the English Statutes at Large, page 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Militia Draughts. 


816 


Decemnen, 1814. 


625, 28 G., 2c. 4; and from another act, enacted 
in 1757, to be found in the 8th volume of these 
Statutes, page 11, 30 G, 2, ¢. 8.] 

Thus, sir, itappears that Lord Chatham planned 
and Wolfe executed a precedent for Bonaparte’s 
senna system. Here we find that all per- 
sons without employment are to be draughted 
into the King’s service, For how long? Five 

ears! From what ages? From seventeen to 
orty-five. For how much? For forty shillings 
ahead. By what means? By seizing on their 
persons, and throwing them into confinement til! 
the recruiting sergeant was ready to receive their 
translation to the ranks, And who were intended 
by her sons out of employment? The yeomanry 
of the country. How does this appear? Most 
conclusively from that section which excepts them 
in the time of harvest, It was not the lounger, 
the gentleman, the man of fortune, the cockney, 
that Lord Chatham laid hold of as a person with- 
out employment. Oh, no! his lordship knew 
better. He has left, to be sure, the impression of 
the energies of his character and administration 
upon this act of Parliament. But he had not the 
jacobin temerity to meddle with the privileged 
orders; that was reserved for the Corsican, who, 
with his own scymitar, cut his own way to a 
throne; and who, with all the vulgar prejudices 
of his former situation, devised and executed a 
scheme for making gentlemen serve their country 
just like common people. Oh, the monster! The 
yeoman, whom Lord Chatham forced into Gen- 
eral Wolfe’s army, had no friend at court, Like 
the ten thousand American seamen in British 
ships, he might have writhed in anguish ull the 
flesh rotted from his bones, without an advocate 
to assert his claims, unless the merchant had be- 
come a sufferer too, and clamored his country into 
a war against Orders in Council. Lord Chat- 
ham violated only the sanctuary of the cottage. 
But Napoleon intruded on the palace, 

And for what war, in particular, was it that 
this act of Parliament raised men by conscription? 
For the conquest of Canada, Chatham was the 
minister,and Wolfe the commander—names dear 
to England—illustrious and venerable names, | 
subscribe to the sentiments, and quote the lan- 
guage of a modern poet, that it is— 


“ Praise enough 
To fill the ambition of a private man, 
That Chatham's language was his mother tongue, 
And Wolfe's great name compatriot with his own.” 


Thus it appears, Mr. Chairman, that Napoleon 
had a precedent, an English precedent, for his 
conseription. To argue the objections to this 
system, from its abuse by the late French Empe- 
ror, is a false mode of argument, He did abuse 
the engine, to the most extensive, and wanton, 
and abominable eads, But it does by no means 
follow, therefore, that the system itself is a bad 
one, 

Have we no American great name associated 
with this system, which seems to excite at once 
all the Gog and Magog terrors, that one would 
think ought by this me to be banished to the 
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Island of Elba? We have, sir, a name never 
mentioned but with reverence ; never uttered by 
the tongue without a glow of the heart. Genera! 
Wasuinaron, after remonstrating for three or 
four years in vain against militia and short en- 
listments, was constrained at last to have recourse 
to classification and draught; and our liberties 
were ultimately gained by American conscripts. 
Not, indeed, until our towns were occupied and 
sacked, our shores in flames, and our prejudices 
subdued by our stronger feelings—a course of dis- 
cipline which I am afraid will again be necessary. 
Our strong measures are almost always reserved 
for the next year after the occasion for them, 

We have ascertained that neither militia nor 
voluntary enlistments are to be reliedupon. The 
fatal doctrine of citizen-soldier (as we adhere to 
it) has cost us more money, more blood, more 
mourning, in six months, than a war of six years 
should or would cost under proper military organ- 
ization. For proof of this, go to the camp at 
Ellicott’s Mills, in this neighborhood; see every 
fourth man on his sick bed, or rather sick without 
a bed to lie upon; every day a funeral; count the 
cost; estimate the expense of actual disbursement 
and of loss of labor, and no rational, no feeling 
man can doubt as to the shocking inexpediency 
of such a system. I appeal to the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Breckenripae) for 
the correctness of what I say. With such dread- 
ful scenes of preparation for service, let me reler 
the Committee to a still nearer and still more 
painful scene, for the inefficiency of militia. I 
mean the affair at Bladensburg. In making this 
reference, I beg leave to be understood as intend- 
ing to blame nobody, from the General down to 
the private, It always has been, and always will 
be, impossible with militia to contend with regu- 
lars, lt takes seven years apprenticeship to make 
atinker or a tailor; and is it to be conceived 
that the military science is to be acquired by in- 
tuition ? 

Such are the militiamen, and what are they, 
obtained by what is termed voluntary enlistment ? 
Go to the recruiting rendezvous for information. 
A poor ignorant creature is cajoled into the dram- 
shop, and betrayed into intoxication; when his 
senses are gone, the Evangelists are put into his 
hands, and he is called upon to invoke the Al- 
mighty to witness his engagement to serve his 
country; a bounty is thrust into his pocket; a 
cap is put upon his head, and he becomes a sol- 
dier, hen the fit of drunkenness goes off, he is 
informed of his enlistment; he denies it; he is 
manacled; he resists; he is confined, until finally 
he is subdued into voluntary enlistment. Let me 
not be asked why | support a war which involves 
these evils. | answer, that war is itself an evil, 
but a necessary one, Whereas these disgusting 
practices may be easily avoided. They are one 
of our English legacies. Recruiting is a brutal 
exercise of violence and fraud over mental alien- 
ation. It is an image of the bastard liberty of 
England. It is slavery called liberty. 


he substitute for it is the most simple, the 
most republican, the most equal and unexception- 
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able system in the world—that of militia classifi- 
cation and draught. That is, militia as it should 
be, not as itis. Of all countries in the world, this 
is the one best adapted to such a system. It is 
here, alone, that all men are treated as equals. 
By this, 1 do not mean any revolutionary equality. 
No; education, and even wealth, place their pos- 
sessors above the illiterate and the indigent. In 
spite of all they do, fortune will make her own 
selections, and laws cannot control them. The 
most powerful and consistent argument extant in 
favor of republicanism, is to be found in the New 
Testament; but, at the same time, the most posi- 
tive authority for the graduation of the social 
order. For, as the great republican poet has ex- 
pressed it, “ orders and degrees jar not with liberty, 
but well consist.” But, then, it should be the 
constant endeavor of Government to maintain a 
perfect equality in all civil enjoyments and im- 
positions; to burden the poor with nothing that 
does not fall likewise on the rich; to call upon 
the latter according to their opulence for pecu- 
niary aid; and not to call upon the former for 
any personal services that are not exacted of all 
alike. Upon these principles emphatically does 
that military system rest, which, by whatever 
title denominated, classifies a population and 
compels them to serve without exemption or res- 
ervation. 

As to the constitutionality of this measure, I 
refuse to argue it. I hold it to be too clear for 
argument. Independent of the explicit terms of 
the Constitution, this power is inherent in the 
nature of Government. Its exercise and extent 
must be referred for their regulation to a sound 
discretion. I adopt the sentiment of the chair- 
man of the Military Committee, (Mr. Trovup,) 
that the Constitution authorizes it, and that, if it 
does not, such a Constitution is not worth regard- 
ing or having. 

That it would be popular, (I mean in the legit- 
imate acceptation of popularity, agreeable to the 
people at large,) I have no doubt, because it calls 
upon them for no duty that is not necessary and 
common to all, And the people never murmur 
at such calls. In that portion of the country with 
which I have any acquaintance, I am sure it has 
been expected from Congress, and would be re- 
ceived with pleasure, as the best alternative for 
the oppressive militia functions. Whether it 
would be odious or resisted, as is threatened else- 
where, is not for me to determine. I can tell the 
gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Wesn- 
STER,) however, that the glowing picture he has 
drawn of its effects is but faintly shadowed to 
that which this country will present, unless some 
energetic and adequate system be enforced. The 
late developments from Europe place us, sir, upon 
critical ground. On one side, all is peace, pros- 
perity, renown, and respect. On the other, war 
interminable, disunion, devastation, disgrace, and 
irretrievable ruin. Dismemberment would be but 
a little misfortune, contrasted with what may be 
our lot, unless we rise up to the exigency. The 
dangers of despotism which are imagined, are 
alarming, it must be confessed ; but they are not 
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so awful as the degradation and misery which 
may result from a fear to do what our position 
demands. Convulsion is no more to be dreaded 
than paralysis, For myself, 1 see no peril but in 
our own divisions. The Republic is perfectly 
safe, if we pursue those energetic and powerfu 
measures which alone can save us—which alone 
are consistent with our duty, and commensurate 
with the oceasion, 
Mr. Sairuern addressed the Chair as follows : 
Mr. Chairman, should it be my good fortune 
to secure the attention of the Committee, I shall 
submit a few humble remarks upon the interest- 
ing question which is under consideration. One 
more 80, has rarely, in my opinion, if ever occu- 
pied the deliberation of Congress. All that is 
dear to freedom, hangs upon the decision—in 
forming which we must say to our fellow-citizens, 
henceforth be ye slaves; relinquish that blood- 
bought freedom for which your fathers fought, or 
atill enjoy ye its blessings. We are to say, sir, 
whether they shall be dragged forth to die in the 
camp, or be slaughtered in the field, or still enjoy 
the comforts of domestic life with its pursuits and 
emoluments. Whether, in obedience to the aw- 
ful mandate of despotic power, they must be 
forced from the protection of civil to the rigours 
of military law—marched from all the heart 
holds dear, this side the grave, to encounter the 
perils, hardships, and privations of war, or still 
reposing in security under the shadow of an un- 
violated Constitution, present the heartfelt offer- 
— to Heaven for liberty and protection. 
a question of such moment, we ought to 
proceed with the utmost caution, taking good 
care that we do not lose forever the most valued 
blessings of life, by the indulgence of a mistaken 
zeal to prosecute with effect an unhappy war. 
Yea, sir, before we adopt a measure so new and 
extraordinary, one which must strike at the vitals 
of civil liberty, we are admonished by every 
serious consideration to investigate with all our 
skill, and then say whether, by passing the bill 
before you, we do not overleap the bounds of our 
authority, and tread on forbidden ground. I be- 
lieve, sir, we should do so, and therefore it isa 
sacred duty with me to protest against the mea- 
sure, If you are determined to dig the grave of 
our country’s freedom, when the awful deed is 
one, you shall not be left the excuse to say to an 
accusing conscience, “1 was was not warned of 
the rash step before it was too late to retrieve it.” 
No, sir, not even this slender consolation will be 
permitted us, if, in defiance of the soundest prin- 
ciples of the Government, we shall strip from our 
countrymen the shield of their liberties. 
The member impressed with this belief, would 
ove a coward in his ae if, in dread of the 
rowns of a majority, he should barter the re- 
wards growing out of the exercise of honest con- 
victions for indemnity against their resentments. 
Much, sir, has been said, which related more 
to the measures of Administration generally, than 
the particular topic presented by the motion of 
my honorable friend and colleague (Mr. Mruugr,) 
which in my mind is, first: whether Congress 
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have a Constitutional right to pass the bill? If 
so, then, secondly, whether the interest of the 
country demands the exercise of a power so ex- 
traordinary ? I propose, Mr. Chairman, to ex- 
amine these two points. 

The inquiry then, sir, is, first, does the Consti- 
tution delegate to Congress the right to make 
laws coercing the citizens of the Union into the 
armies thereof? If it does not, our legislating 
on this subject must cease, for whatever may be 
the necessity of a measure which cannot be adopt- 
ed without an usurpation of power, an infringe- 
ment of the Constitution, that necessity must 
give place to the more imposing duty of keeping 
within its limits. In other words, unless the 
Constitution has expressly given the power to the 
Legislature to fill the ranks of our armies or cre- 
ate new armies by compulsion, it is useless to de- 
bate about the convenience, importance, or even 
necessity of the measure, For unless authority 
is expressly given or derived by fair implication, 
we have no right whatever to pass the bill. All 
the powers which are not expressly delegated to 
the General Government are expressly reserved 
to the States. What, then, sir, are expressly 
given to the General Government in relation to 
this subject: they are two-— 

1, To provide the calling out the militia, 

2. ‘To raise armies. 

I had hoped, sir, that the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky, Mr. Duvatt,) whose talents I 
respect, and whic ee entitle him toa high 
stand in this House, would have shown us in 
what particular the Constitution gives us the 
authority contended for on this side of the ques- 
tion; but hope was vain, “ he passed by on the 
other side.” Is it not fair, then, sir, to say, if 
talents such as his avoided the support of a fa- 
vorite topic, that it cannot be momene. He 
ingeniously led off the Committee by complain- 
ing of the eccentric course of my honorable 
friend, (Mr. Miuuer,) and in order to surround 
him, as he pretended, took the liberty of a far 
more extensive route. 

Another question, sir, has been debated between 
gentlemen on my left, and was it not that I hope 
to prove them both wrong, it would be passed 
without notice, because to me it is most evident 
that whether the one or the other is right they are 
both ween The question is, whether the troops 
to be called or rather forced out in pursuance of 
the bill before you are regulars or militia. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Gaoison) 
es them of the former, and, therefore, 
1e would infer that Congress have a right to 
work up citizens into regular soldiers, But his 
friend from South Carolina, (Mr. Caxunovn,) 
adhered to the title of the bill, and named them 
the latter, and thence inferred that we have power 
to compel them to serve as militiamen, whatever 
may be the time or conditions of service. Here, 
sir, you perceive we have different commentaries 
from gentlemen of the same creed upon the same 
text, and for the purpose of supporting the prop- 
osition laid down, that we have no Constitutional 
right to pass this bill, it isa point of no impor- 
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tance whether they are militia or regulars, the 
consequence deduced by the gentlemen will not 
follow, whether these or those are the premises. 
I shall, therefore, leave the gentlemen to settle 
the question and proceed, as mentioned, to show 
them both wrong. 

ist. Then, sir, admit the title of the bill to be 
correct, which most certainly is not, for the sake 
of the argument, I will search the Constitution 
and endeavor to show that we have no power to 

ass the bill. 

The Constitution authorizes Congress to pro- 
vide for calling out the militia; in what cases, 
sir? Only for the purposes of— 

ist. To execute the laws of the Union. 

2d. To repel invasion; and 

3d. To suppress insurrection. 

If, therefore, Mr. Chairman, the bill on your 
table is to accomplish either of these objects, 
then no doubt can exist of a Constitutional right 
to make it a law. 

It is somewhere said the prosecuting an offen- 
sive or defensive war is executing the law, and 
therefore the militia may be called out to aid in 
the one or the other; but this must be an inter- 
pretation of meaning so weak and absurd that it 
never can be adopted as sound. 

The meaning is too obvious to be doubted; 
that this power was given to the civil magis- 
trate in executing the municipal law, carrying 
into effect the sentences of courts of judicature, 
and to aid in the civil or criminal process, in cases 
of resistance, and has not the most distant allu- 
sion to raising an invading or opposing army. 
If this be the true construction of this clause, 
your laws, sir, are already sufficient, not only for 
this, but the other two cases; namely, to sup- 
ce insurrection, and repel invasion. Congress 

as already provided amply for the exigency of 
the three cases, and there can be no necessity of 
auxiliary laws. 

But most evidently neither of these objects 
was the motive which induced the framing this 
monster. There is a design of horrid import 
beyond this. No one has, no one will deny it. 
And a specious purpose is avowed in the title of 
the bill to conceal the occult object. Canada 
must be taken, said a gentleman trom Virginia, 
(Mr. Guouson,) and to take Canada are these 
militia, regulars, or mongrels, to be be dragged 
to the camps, to battle and slaughter. 

Sir, you may call out the militia to repel inva- 
sion, But you cannot call them out for two 
years, or one, for a month, a day, or even an hour, 
unless the country is invaded ; you have no right 
to anticipate the invasion, it must exist, in fact, 
or the Constitution does not reach the case. [s 
your country invaded? Be it so; then under 
already existing laws, the President can call for 
the militia; but I deny, sir, that Congress havea 
right to make laws calling out the militia fora 
definite period, however short, 

It is most obvious from the wording of the 
Constitution, the militia were designed as as 
cific for enumerated evils, and in no other case 
has the General Government power to command 
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them. Will any honorable gentleman risk the 
charge of absurdity by contending that the Gov- 
ernment havea right to the remedy, although the 
evil does not exist. And it seems equally absurd 
to contend that they may be used as a remedy 
for other evils than those enumerated, The 
States had an exclusive right to the militia; and 
in forming the compact and delegating powers to 
the General Government, they say we will per- 
mit you to call for our militia in three cases, 
namely, when your officers cannot execute your 
laws; when any of your citizens rise in arms 
against you, or when an enemy shal! invade your 
frontier. This is the utmost extent of the power 
granted, and can it possibly follow from this 
grant, that, in expectation of the enumerated 
cases, the General Government have a right to 
call the militia to camp in waiting for an event 
which may or may not happen. If it does, the 
limitation, or rather the enumeration of distinct 
cases to define the authority of the General Gov- 
ernment is ridiculous, because it must be useless ; 
and adopting this Constitution, we are to sup- 
pose the wise men who framed the Constitution 
filled it up with unmeaning and useless sentences 
to make it of sufficient length. For, if this is 
the construction, your powers are not limited at 
all; they are general, and it is only to say, we 
expecta case mentioned. Therefore, we exercise 
our prerogatives, and lead the militia to the 
camp. For how long? as long as we please, for 
months, years, or for life, at our election. This 
would be the consequence of the doctrine; and 
this, at one blow, might break down the State 
sovereignties—rob them of their highest and 
most valued prerogatives. If this right really 
exists in Congress, the citizens and State gov- 
ernments have no shield against their power; it 
will be only necessary to wave its rod, like a 
magic wand, and the citizens, in greater or less 
numbers, are instantly metamorphosed, and be- 
come soldiers. Absolute authority may be exer- 
cised over their liberties and occupations, and at 
once they cease to be freemen, and become 
slaves, 

But, sir, if you adopt the construction con- 
tended for on this side, you are again free. You 
at once perceive a meaning, a glorious object 
congenial with, and a sure protector of liberty, in 
the specification of cases for the General Gov- 
ernment. It surrounds the citizen with an im- 
pregnable barrier against the encroachments of 
ambition ; it defines his rights and duties, and 
marks the line between legitimate power and 
despotism. 

Destroy this limitation, and what becomes of 
the State sovereignties ? Impotent must be their 
laws without the means of executingthem. The 
respect secured thereby must be held on the pre- 
carious tenure of the friendly disposition of the 
General Government. A tenure at this time 
precarious indeed. Sir, we should much dislike 
a dependence of this kind ; let us keep our State 
ee on the old ground, “ by the grace of 

od free and independent.” You will gain no- 
thing by swallowing us; we shall disturb and 
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sicken you within, and compel you, like Jonah’s 
whale, to throw us up. 

This construction of the Constitution is suited 
to the notions entertained at its adoption. I mean 
the jealousies which were cherished by the 
States, and which were so strong towards the 
General Government as to threaten the rejection 
of that instrument, These jealousies not only 
exist in history, but in the recollection of thou- 
sands, indeed, in the very paper itself and its 
amendments. Why does it reserve to the States 
all powers which are not expressly delegated, 
but from the caution just mentioned? If the 
States were willing to intrust the Government 
of the Union with absolute dominion over their 
liberties, property, and other privileges, tell me 
why all those checks and restraints are imposed 
upon your National Legislature? Now, sir, if we 
find the Constitution framed with so much cau- 
tion, avoiding any oppugnation of the essential 
principles of Biate sovereignty, can any discreet 
man believe that the States which had won their 
independence by the dint of their own sovereign 
arms, merely advised by Congress, and trem- 
bling! alive to their interests, fearing lest the 
new ioteaniment should curtail their preroga- 
tives, reserving all powers not delegated, should 
without any limitation “ up to the absolute 
control of the General Government their whole 
militia, and at once divest themselves of their 
sovereignty? For only deprive a Government 
of armed force sufficient to carry into effect its 
laws, and what remains can neither command 
respect or enforce obedience. 

If, sir, you are left without any Constitutional 
restraints in relation to this subject, or to be more 
explicit, if you have a right to pass this bill, the 
Government is a despotism. You may exercise 
absolute power over the liberty of the citizen, and 
whether exercised by one or many, does not alter 
its nature. The principles and not the number 
of men who make laws or pass edicts constitutes 
the free or despotic nature of the Government. 
One man may make a people free and happy, 
while an hundred may enslave them. ou 
therefore perceive, sir, if we hold this power in 
our hands, we are intrusted with a dangerous 

wer, totally irreconcileable with the idea of the 
reedom of our Government and habits; totally 
inconsistent with that security of the political 
blessings which has been boasted of, experienced, 
and appreciated—a power which the Mother 
Country, whose tyranny we could not endure, 
never pretended to possess, and dare not exercise, 

It is true, sir, that this bill may be created 
without passing the limits of the Constitution. 
We had better tear in pieces an instrument which 
affords so little security to our citizens. Why 
shackle Congress with any restraints, if they are 
lett free to trample on the most sacred rights of 
freemen? It only marks us with a name and 
shadow, while the substance is entirely the re- 
verse, 

If the power to pass this law is delegated to or 
exists in Congress, see, sir, what may be its fruits! 
It is not confined toa time of war; but in peace, 
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as well as war, might your citizens be subjected 
to a military life. You might treat them as you 
do your slaves—compel them to toil and drudge 
at your pleasure. For, sir, if you take away the 
limitation which we say bounds your power, there 
is none left, and it is purely a matter of discre- 
tion in Congress whether our fellow-citizens may 
control their own pursuits, recreations, pleasures, 
enjoyments, and employments; or whether we 
(their masters) shall ease them of that trouble, 
and place them under military government, regi- 
men, and discipline—subjugate them to the care 
of a sergeant or sabre of asubaltern. This, sir, 
would be the evil as it respects the right at any 
time, and all times, to control the citizen. But, 
this is not all. If it does exist, it enables Con- 
vs not only to call at any time, but on anybody. 

t may be as unrelenting as death, and like him 
take all ranks, ages, and classes, of men—the min- 
ister from the altar of his God; the judge from 
the bench of justice; the lawyer from the bar; 
the merchant from his counting-room ; the phy- 
sician from the sick-bed of his patient; the farmer 
from his field; and the mechanic from his work- 
shop. Whenever you may please to exercise this 
high, dangerous, unlimited prerogative, you tear 
away whoever you please from their homes and 
employments, and, without exemption or distinc- 
tion, devote them to the horrors, filth, and vermin, 
of acamp. This tremendous power would not 
be compelled to spare the decrepitude of old age 
or tenderness of youth. And do we live under 
such a Government, Mr. Chairman? If we do, 
let us instantly change it before our strength is 
taken away and our chains rivetted. Do you call 
that Government free, sir, that does not stand 
sentinel over the freedom of the ground; that 
places no limits but discretion to the power of the 
governors? It is said, this discretion will not be 
abused: the limitation, therefore, is unnecessary. 
Congress, governed by a just sense of the solemn 
duties imposed upon them, will never oppress the 
citizen, 

Sir, Congress is composed of men liable to err, 
and fallible, like other men, whose passions may 
predominate over their reason; whose lust of 
power may control their love of justice. 

If the militia, sir, are the mere creatures of the 
General Government, as contended for by gen- 
tlemen, why, let me ask, was the right to appoint 
their officers reserved to the States? It would 
be strange, if they were wholly devoted to the 
Union, that such an essential principle should 
have been reserved, 

“ Congress may provide for organizing and arm- 
ing the militia.” Yes, sir, but does it follow from 
this provision that they have a right to call them 
to the field? Certainly not. The object of this 
clause most evidently was to promote uniformity 
in their arms, exercise, and discipline; that if at 
any time they were called into the field, they 
could the better act in unison, 

Having, Mr. Chairman, as far as I have been 
able, and to the unbiassed mind, I trust, sufli- 
ciently proved, that the General Government have 
no control over the militia of the Union, for the 
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objects contemplated in this bill, 1 wil! make a 
few remarks to show their want of power to co- 
erce the citizens of this country to become regu- 
lar soldiers. . 

I am constrained to say, with the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Guotson,) that the army in- 
tended to be raised by virtue of this act would 
not be militia, but regular soldiers. Adopting this 
as true, can they, as such, be changed from citi- 
zens into soldiers? It really seems that some 
gentlemen think so, for attempts have been made 
to prove it by citing the clause of the Constitu- 
tion which gives power to Congress to raise 
armies. This power is given without doubt. 
The only question remains to determine the 
mode; and as it respects that, the gentleman will 
find their Constitution to failthem. How sball 
they raise armies? is the inquiry. All is silent. 
It then follows most irresistibly, that they are to 
be raised agreeably to the usages of free countries, 
controlled by a scrupulous regard to the dearest 
interests of the nation, by aud only by voluntary 
enlistment. Great Britain, whose tyranny we 
could not endure, raises her armies in this way. 
She neither dare to enact, nor could she execute, 
a law forcing the subject into the regular army. 
The employing men to become soldiers is done 
in the same way as the employing them to be- 
come laborers, by contract. Such must be the 
meaning of the Constitution—adopt any other 
meaning, and the charter of liberty becomes an 
instrument of tyranny; you give to it attributes 
which are inadmissible even in idea. The Con- 
stitution itself declares the Government therein 
described to be free. Such is its character; no 
construction therefore of any part of it ought 
ever to be tolerated for a moment, incompatible 
with freedom. I beseech gentlemen, therefore, 
not to indulge in experiments diametrically op- 
posed to the most sacred principles of liberty. 

It is most evident that such is the construction, 
and was so intended by the framers of that in- 
strument. If not, see with what absurdity they 
must have acted. In the first place they limit 
the powers of the General Government over the 
citizen as a militiaman, and expose him to an 
uolimited power, when called by another name, 
to wit: a regular soldier; and the doctrine con- 
tended for goes still further. You have not only 
the ordinary powers over him after he has _be- 
come such, but you have a right to make hima 
regular soldier; by a sort of magic process, to 
cause all ranks, employments, and ages of citi- 
zens to undergo the instantaneous and wonderful 
mutations of enchaotment—transferring the judge 
if you please from his honorable seat to the glo- 
ries derived from the regions of blasphemy, drunk- 
enness, and pollution, If, sir, it was intended to 
surround the militia with a Constitutional guard, 
how much stronger was the reason for the like or 
more effectual guard for the citizen, to prevent 
his being forced to become a rezular soldier! 
The reason is as much stronger in the latter than 
the former case, as the services and sufferings of 
the latter are more irksome and severe. The 
reasoning of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
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Guotson) must be fallacious. The amount of it 
is, you, citizen, are exempted from involuntary 
service, unless in the three cases mentioned in 
the Constitution, as one enrolled ia the militia ; 
but the Government can get at you under another 
name, and doom you to any service they please. 

This is, truly, a strange doctrine to advance, 
in giving meaning to the Constitution of a coun- 
try. Giving the name all efficacy, and the object 
named none at all. What consolation will it be, 
sir, to the wretched man, torn by the ruthless 
hand of power from the bosom of a wife and 
family he adores, while his heart swims in the 
tears of anguish, to be told by the ruffian who 
comes to snatch him from all his soul values on 
earth, that his rights are not violated in the ca- 
pacity of a militiaman, but asa regular soldier! 
In Governments it is the substance of things 
which ought, and with wise and good politicians 
does control their measures. Regardless of names 
they will look to effects, and not mock the sufferer 
by telling him this or that horrid and cruel meas- 
ure is called by this and not that name. Will the 
victim of your oppressive measures, with heart 
bleeding and eyes weeping, feel the one staunched 
and the other dried, should you tell him, “ com- 
fort yourself my friend, you are not going to be 
butchered in the capacity of a militiaman, but 
vnly as a regular soldier?” Why, sir, was you to 
say so, you would soon see mingled with the tear 
of sorrow the smile of contempt, and low as he 
would feel himself sunk, in his soul he would 
despise the idiot whose contemptible intellects 
could stoop to a remark so mean and pitiful. 

If this doctrine is correct, what are the benefits 
resulting from the limitations of power in Con- 
gress? Certainly none. It is shielding the limbs 
and leaving the vitals exposed to the darts of 
despotism ; and can you, can any man believe that 
the people in their cool moments, deliberating 
with care, feeling no warmth but zeal for the best 
interests of their country, could have been guilty 
of such inconsistency, or weak enough to have 
overlooked it? Telt it not; believe it not. It 
cannot be so, Let us not thus slander the hearts 
or heads of the sainted men, who travailed with 
this precious instrument until a joyful reckoning 
was run, and the people hailed its birth as a mil- 
lenialepoch. However we may act, whether con- 
sistently or otherwise, let us not reproach their 
memories or names. 

Turn the subject over as often as you please, 
torture it to your purpose, it amounts to no more 
or less than this: “As a white man, the law pro- 
iects A B—presume not to touch him; but if 
you call him an Indian, by the same law you have 
a perfect right to kill him.” 

L will now, Mr. Chairman, ask the attention of 
the Committee to the second point, which is the 
expediency of this measure, provided no Consti- 
tutional scruples existed. And it appears to me 
perfectly demonstrable, if the power existed in 
Congress, it would be inexpedient, indeed it would 
be hazardous, to attempt the exercise of it. Re- 
member, sir, that your people bave ever been, and 
ever will be free. Remember that they possess 
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a keen, but laudable jealousy in respect to their 
a that the power is in their hands; they 
delegate it when and to whom they please, and 
they never will submit to any extensive encroach- 
ments upon their privileges. Wisdom, therefore, 
most unquestiona ly dictates to the legislator, 
that, while he legislates agreeable to his consci- 
ence, to please those whom he binds by his laws, 
is an object of no trifling importance. And, sir, 
there can be but little necessity of our adopting 
measures which the people will dislike if there 
is, it must have originated in previous miscon- 
duct. The majority of the people may, and some- 
times by falsehood have, been misled; but left to 
draw their own conclusions from correct informa- 
tion, they will be right. In the grand commu- 
nity there is much of the best of all sense, com- 
mon ; the best of all knowledge, practical; and 
by those standards they will condemn or approve 
as bad or good measures shall be adopted. If i 
am correct, how stands your war? Do the people 
approve of it? We were told they do. That it 
is the people’s war, that they declared it; if so, 
what necessity can there be of forcing the people 
into your armies? It must be strange that they 
ee nay, declared the war, and yet nothing 
short of coercion will fill the ranks of your legions. 
“It is strange, passing strange,” that the people 
will not support a measure of their own devising 
and creating unless whipped into their duty. 
That they refuse, and have refused, is most 
manifest, for while with one breath we are told 
the war is popular, with the next we are also told 
that every attempt to awaken the patriotism or 
the cupidity of the people has fallen far behind 
the high expectations entertained before the ex- 
periments were made. Now, sir, it is most cer- 
tain that if the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Duva.t) is correct, you can have no necessity of 
exercising powers so unusual, so abhorrent, and 
so unjust and dangerous, to accomplish your ob- 
ject. If they love your war, they will love to 
support it, and will devote their services and blood 
to the cause, and consequently there can be no 
need of force. And it will be inexpedient and 
imprudent to pass the bill, for if the people now 
love you, there is at least some risk of losing their 
affections by a measure not of the most inviting 
complexion. But suppose the honorable gentle- 
man should be mistaken, which to me is most 
probable, can you be so credulous as to believe 
that an army forced from a comfortable home, 
with its delights and conveniences, to the mise- 
ries of a camp, will cheerfully — their lives, 
and shed their blood in defence of a Government 
which had proved by its measures to be their 
greatest enemy ? No; as they loved their liberty, 
as they loved that proud independence, won by 
the biood of their fathers, they would turn upon 
you to rend the sceptre of ill-gotten power from 
unworthy hands. Confide not, sir, in such an 
army; if you do, disappointment awaits you. 
Bear in mind that our countrymen are free Amer- 
icans, not Frenchmen, and they will not submit 
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would, but I have a right to exercise a natural 
privilege; I have a right to guess, and I guess 
they will resist in all the majesty of insulted 
freedom; and if they do, like a mighty tornado, 
or overwhelming torrent, they will sweep away 
every opposing object. I therefore entreat gen- 
tlemen to beware what they do; to be cautious 
how they enkindle a flame they will not be able 
to extinguish. 

Sir, I do not believe the war was ever popular; 
I verily believe the people detested it ion the 
beginning, and the wretched manner in which it 
has been prosecuted has inereased that detesta- 
tion; it needs only the passage of this bill, and 
but an attempt to execute it, to give the finishing 
blow that will sever all honest hearts from the 
Government and its war. 

Do you flatter yourself, sir, that the people will 
submit to the execution of a law which is com- 
posed of more baleful materials, more cursed in- 
gredients, and may produce more miseries than 
all that have been felt in the aggregate, under 
the British Government and our own? Think 
you, sir, that the people will tamely behold the 
widowhood and orphanage of their friends and 
neighbors, the result of your law? I say so be- 
cause the tracks are nearly all one way. If the 
father, the son, the husband, or brother, goes out 
in pursuance of this mandate, he probably goes 
to die; disease or battle gives him shortly a ter- 
mination to his sufferings in this world. 

But, Mr. Chairman, admit that you can carry 
this law into effect, and that, too, without oppo- 
sition by force, are you willing to do so great in- 
justice to your fellow-citizens? Surely, sir, you 
must feel some compassion for them, some sense 
of what is right. Asan apology on this part of 
the subject, it was said by a gentleman, the citi- 
zen is not obliged to serve onions he pleases. He 
has only to pay the penalty and exonerate him- 
self. Sir, need the honorable gentleman be told 
that a vast portion of the population of our coun- 
try are altogether unable to satisfy the requisition 
of the law in this respect? To such a person 
there is no alternative. The lot falls on sucha 
man—the father of a numerous family, whose 

tient labor gives them bread; he must go, and 

is family left wretched and forlorn. Now, sir, 
is all this right? Let me ask, with an emphasis, 
is itright? If you expect success to follow such 
measures; measures, which blight and wither 
our present joys and sicken all hopes of the fu- 
ture, you must have cherished a delusion, for 
nothing less could create expectations wholly des- 
titute of foundation. If we are to be slaves, why 
are we told we must defend ourselves against an 
invading enemy? We were once the subjects of 
that enemy, and, as I have said, they never did, 
nor ever dared to pass a law as odious as the bill 
on your table; but I have no fancy to be con- 
quered by that enemy. I know my brave coun- 
trymen, or that portion of them which have minds 
to devise, courage todare,and strength to execute, 


tochains. If the people do not like your measures, | what their rights require in the field, and speak 
I will not say what some gentlemen have boldly | it with pleasure, they are not to be conquered. 
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They have lived free, and will die so; and they 
will not thank you to violate the Constitution 
they love, and in the freedom they adore, 
under pretence of defending them. No, sir, do 
not take this rash step; better let them, if you 
cannot enlist men, defend themselves. Let them 
manage their own matters in their own way. 
This is the least you can do. Let the people alone; 
for this they might thank you, but not for exer- 
cising a usurped authority which threatens to en- 
ve them. 

The geatleman from Kentucky seemed to chide 
my honorable colleague (Mr. Miter) for calling 
this measure a conscription. He says it is not 
so. Well, sir, although the name conscription 
“ freezes the blood and chills the mortal frame ;” 
although it carries in the sound every horrible 
thought that can fix on the heart the cold shud- 
derings of approaching death; yet no greater 
evils would follow in its train, had its title been 
“an act of conscription,” than the present title, 
“to provide for calling out the militia.” The 
name of this, as of all other measures, is but of 
little importance; and call this bill what you 
please, it still will retain all the odious provisions 
that it now does. 

Again, sir, have we been solicited to unite with 
the majority, and as a motive, the melancholy 
state of our country has been pathetically de- 
scribed ; this description is too true to be doubted, 
and it isan alarming truth. This great fabric 
seems nodding and tottering to its falland Heaven 
only knows how long before the mighty ruin will 
take place. But, sir, this state of things, so far 
from being a motive to induce a union, on the 
ground to which we are invited, loudly admon- 
ishes us to avoid it. The gentlemen have ruined 
the country by a class of measures, and now, to 
restore it, they invite us to join in continuing the 
same. No, sir, we should do injustice even to 
them to do so, as we certainly act the most friend- 
ly part to them and our country, when we oppose 
and are able to impede them in the career of ruin. 
If they wish to lay aside party, reason dictates, 
as they have acknowledged their inability to man- 
age the political concerns of the nation, that they 
should abandon their ground, and take one which 
Wasuincron explored—adopt his principles, and 
the gentlemen will not need to give us a second 
invitation to union. Most willingly, sir, would 
we receive with brotherly good-will, those who, 
sensible of error, expressed, by abandoning it, their 
dispositions to adopt another and a better course. 
That we are right, amouats to almost mathemat- 
ical certainty ; for, whatever opposes wrong is 
right, and we have been mednead-e6 systematic 
Opposition to the men in power, to their measures; 
and who among them will venture to deny that 
those measures have been wrong? Should we, 
then, give up our justifiable opposition, we should 
only add to the number of hands employed in the 
total destruction of this once happy country ? No, 
sir, excuse us, we cannot go over; we are a little 
band, it is true, but, like that little band who val- 
iantly braved a formidable opposition at the straits 
of Thaenepaih we still design to stand between 
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the enemy and irretrievable ruin; and faint as 
are our hopes, yet we know nothing of abandon- 
ing our duty or principle; we hold out tothe last, 
and fall when all fall. 

Sir, I feel this to be a just boast, and the calam- 
itous state of our country is more than a volume 
to prove the correctness of it. We always told 
you we were right and you wrong, and do not 
the fruits manifest that we judged correetly ? “ By 
their fruits shall ye know them,” is an unerring 
rule; by that rule you are found wanting. Your 
fruits are not good, therefore we have a right, at 
least, to condemn the heads, if not the hearts, of 
those who love those fruits. 

You took the country in a high state of pros- 
perity, and you admit that it is now otherwise. 
You admit you are sinking, and call loudly upon 
us for help; and if we offer assistance, we dis- 
cover you wish us to do that, or help you to do 
that, which has produced the evils under which 
we suffer. Most willingly would we help you, if 
you would accept of the services which could do 
you any gvod, but, should wedo as you wished, 
we should only sink you still deeper. 

A gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Barnerr) 
also called for union, and he used some expressions 
immensely calculated to promote an object he 
seemed most ardently to desire. He said he would 
administer hemp and confiscation, and also a new 
specific, which [ had not before heard of—*“ Mo- 
hawk tea.” The first is old, it has been spoken 
formerly by a zealous gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Wricut.) For the first time, sir, we have 
no particular longing at the North, we should 
not take it kindly ; and the latter, when explained, 
‘* powder and lead,” may be equally unacceptable, 
used as the gentleman means. We should not 
like a dose of either, when administered, as was 
intended by him, or as was expressed by a col- 
league of that gentleman, (Mr. Trovp,) “ to be 
shot like a dog.” We, somehow, have an aver- 
sion to be forced todo what we dislike, and it 
will require, possibly, more force than can be 
raised on that side to accomplish the object of 
conciliation by hanging or shooting us. 

Mr. Mosetey said, he begged gentlemen who 
were anxious either for the question or the floor, 
not to be alarmed. He would detain them buta 
very short time. It was not his intention to go 
into a particular consideration of the merits of 
the bill. He was satisfied with the discussion it 
had already undergone. It had, in his opinion, 
been most clearly shown that the bill was uncon- 
stitutional in its principles; odious, tyrannical, 
and oppressive, in its provisions, and altogether 
unworthy the sanction of this House, as the le- 
gislators of a free and enlightened people. 

His object in rising was principally to notice 
some of the remarks which had fallen from gen- 
tlemen in the course of this debate. It had been 
repeatedly stated and urged with much confidence 
that the war, in which we are engaged, has been 
as successful and well conducted as could ration- 
ally be expected. And that what little of mis- 
fortune had attended it, was to be ascribed chiefly 
to Federal opposition. 
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That gentlemen should predict favorably is not 
extraordinary. They have unfortunately been 
too much in the habit of doing this. But that 
they should, in the face of surrounding facts, boast 
of past success and good management, was really 
more than he should have believed, 

Suppose, sir, said Mr. M., that at the time we 
were Shout dednelag this war; when so many flat- 
tering predictions were made respecting it; and 
with others, the one so often mentioned, that ina 
very few weeks Canada would inevitably be con- 
quered—for then it appeared to be within the 
scope of our vast designs, to conquer Canada; and 
he recollected to have heard gentlemen expatiate 
with great delight upon the incalculable advan- 
tage which must result from the annexation of 
these provinces to the United States;—suppose 
that some gentleman opposed to the war had then 
risen in his place and predicted, that you would 
not in the courseof three campaigns, after expend- 
ing millions of money, and sacrificing thousands 
of lives, be able to obtain one foot of Canada. 
That before you could conquer Canada or any 
part of it, your own capital would be in possession 
of the enemy, the splendid Hall you then occu- 
pied reduced to ashes, and your Administration, 
with the President at their head, be seen flying 
for safety before the British. Nay, more sir, that 
before you should have proceeded two years with 
this just and necessary war, every object for 
which it was declared should be abandoned, and 
that you would be unable even then to procurea 
peace upon terms so humiliating. Would not the 
man whoshould have made this prediction, which 
has been literally fulfilled, have been pronounced 
a madman or a traitor, unworthy the least regard 
or confidence? And yet the invasion of this city, 
with its consequent evils, are but items in the long 
list of calamities brought upon the country, by the 
war in which we are engaged. 

And what are our future prospects? He said 
he felt no disposition to dwell upon the disasters 
which we havealready experienced, or to magnify 
those to which we must be exposed in its further 
progress. But is it wise to shut our eyes against 
dangers which threaten us? Are our resources 
more ample than they have been? Or willthey 
in the same hands be more ably and skilfully ap- 

lied? Has the war grown more popular as it 
as progressed? Are the innumerable hosts of 
those who have pledged their lives, their fortunes, 
and their sacred honor, in support of this war, 
now found ready to step forward and redeem their 
pledges? One would have supposed from the 
professions of patriotic zeal and military ardor, 
which were formerly witnessed throughout the 
nation, that upon the slighest call the very pillars 
of the earth would have been shaken by the tramp- 
ling of volunteers to Canada, or wherever their 
services might be needed, and for any term of 
time. 

And what are we now told, not by those un- 
friendly to the war, who are charged with @ dis- 
position to embarrass every measure, and view 
everything through the darkest medium, but by 
gentlemen friendly to the war, and zealous for its 
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support? Sir, has it not been said upon this floor, 
that men cannot now be induced by motives of 
patriotism, nor by the immense bounties in money 
and land offered, to enter the service, and that re- 
course must be had to coercive measures, to con- 
scription, to fill up your ranks; that Congress had 
declared war, and the people had supported them 
in that declaration, and that they should now be 
compelled to fight whether they were willing or 
not; and in pursuance of this principle is the bil! 
on your table. Sir, if it has come to this, if the 
Government have in the first place to conquer the 
people, in order to compel them to conquer a 
peace, their prospect of a speedy and honorable 
termination of this war is, to say the least, not 
very promising. 

If the conscription system, even under the mil- 
itary despotism of Bonaparte, was attended with 
difficulties, he would leave gentlemen to judge of 
its probable result in a Government where, it is 
to be hoped, there remains some portion of that 
spirit by which their liberty and independence 
was achieved. 

Mr. M. observed, that it was not his object, as 
he stated when he rose, to detain the House by 
repetition, for he could add nothing to the objec- 
tions which had been so ably urged against the 
principles and provisions of this bill by gentlemen 
who had preceded him. And he would frankly 
declare that he should not vote for the bill were it 
ever so perfect. He had never voted forany bill 
to raise men for the prosecution of this war, and 
he should not begin with the present. 

He knew it was said, that the character of the 
war was changed, and that it had now become 
the duty of all parties to unite in its support. But 
he could perceive no change in the character of 
the war or its authors, to justify a change of con- 
duct in those who were originally opposed to it, and 
who have uniformly refused upon principle to 
give it their aid. Nor is their co-operation more 
necessary now, than it has ever been. The sup- 
plies requisite for the operations of Government 
do not depend on their votes. When, as was ob- 
served by an honorable gentleman from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Wessrer,) “ such a condition 
of things shall happen, it will bring its own rule 
of action along with it.” 

And gentlemen in vain attempt to ascribe their 
Want of success in this war to any opposition 
either in or out of this House. There has been 
no opposition but what they were bound to expect. 

Is not the majority in this House sufficient to 
control the minority ; and to carry every mea- 
sure when and how they please? He said when, 
because it was well known they possess and ex- 
ercise the power of putting an immediate end to 
debate, when from any cause it becomes trouble- 
some, They can instantly put to silence every 
argument of their opponents. Not by any intel- 
lectual efforts, not by any old-fashioned logical 
process, but by the magic power of the previous 
question, which proves at ouce—not what some 
speculative writers have attempted to show, that 
mind may become omnipotent over matter; but 
that matter may be made omnipotent over mind. 
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Having obtained this species of triumph, gentle- 
men, no doubt, felicitate themselves with the con- 
clusive inference, that they must be right, when 
nothing can be said against them. 

No sir: gentlemen, he remarked, must look to 

other causes than to the opposition of the minor- 
ity for their want of better success in this war ; 
for the deplorable state of their Treasury, and the 
wretched condition to which the country is re- 
duced. ; 
But he would venture to predict, if they were 
determined to prosecute the war by a recourse to 
such measures as are provided in the present bill, 
that they would have no occasion fur future com- 
mittees of investigation to inquire into the causes 
of the failure of their arms. 

Mr. M. said he meant no improper menace to 
the House; butan allusion had been made to the 
late public proceedings in the State from which 
he was a Representative, and he was sorry to say, 
that he had heard some expressions of a threat- 
ening nature. 

He would assure gentlemen, that there was no 
terror in their threats, to deter the people of that 
State from any course of duty, which they should 
deliberately prescribe to themselves. So long as 
the General Government shall respect their rights, 
and faithfully discharge its duties towards them, 
solong they would not be found wanting on their 
part. But the same principles, the same feelings, 
and, he would beg leave tu say, the same intelli- 
gence, which would ever secure from them obe- 
dience when due, would prevent them at all haz- 
ards from yielding it when arbitrarily and uncon- 
stitutionally demanded. 

After a short but animated speech of Mr. Joun- 
3on of Kentucky, in opposition to the motion, the 
question on striking out the first section of the 
bill was decided in the negative, ayes 44. And 
the Committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House; which immediately adjourned. 





Sarurpay, December 10. 


The bill from the Senate, “to incorporate the 
subscribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America,” was read the first time, and, on motion, 
the said bill was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on carriages for the conveyance 
of persons, and the harness used therefor,” with 
amendments; in which they ask the concurrence 
of this House. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
Senate’s bill, to authorize the President to call 
into service 80,430 militia, for the defence of the 
frontiers, 

A motion was made by Mr. Stockton of New 
Jersey to postpone the bill indefinitely. 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—27 
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On this motion Mr, Srocxron addressed the 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I have moved for the indefinite 
postponement of this bill before the amendments 
made in the Committee of the whole House are 
disposed of—not with any wish to interpose arti- 
ficial obstructions to its passage through the 
House, but to secure to myself, and to other gen- 
tlemen, the common privilege of expressing our 
opinions upon a great political subject; a pre- 
caution made the more necessary by the intima- 
tions thrown out yesterday of an intention of 
stopping further discussion by a resort to the 
previous question. I can assure you, sir, that I 
rise to advocate this motion in no spirit of party 
or of opposition; but because I feel myself con- 
strained, by all the ties which bind me to my 
constituents and country, to make use of every 
exertion to prevent the passage of the bill. [I 
know the difficulties which at this moment sur- 
round the Government and the nation, I know, 
and I feel, as sensibly as any member can feel, the 
crisis—the awful crisis, at which our public af- 
fairs have arrived. I know, sir, that we are en- 
gaged in a war with a powerful, irritated, and 
revengeful enemy. Since the late despatches 
from Europe have been submitted to us, I have 
been induced to believe that the Administration 
could not at this moment make a just and honor- 
able peace if it were now really disposed so to 
do. 1 admit that there is too much ground to 
apprehend that if this war is continued for another 
campaign, it will require a great exertion to 
maintain the just rights and integrity of the 
United States. 1 know that our treasury is empty 
and must be filled—that our public credit is gone 
and must be restored—that the ranks of our army 
are thin and must be increased—all this I kaow— 
and, without stopping now to inquire why or 
wherefore these things are, [ am ready to act 
accordingly. I am willing to accept the invita- 
tion of an honorable member from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Duvatt,) and to sacrifice for the good of the 
public. I am willing at this moment to forget 
all that I have ever thought and believed of this 
terrible war. I am willing to forget the folly, 
the political insanity, in which it was declared— 
the neglect, the culpable neglect, to provide the 
necessary means of carrying it on—the waste— 
the profuse and shameful waste of blood and 
treasure, which has marked its progress. Al- 
though every event since that fatal step was 
taken has confirmed me in these opinions, I am 
willing to forget them all, and to act as if they 
did not exist. [I am willing to place them upon 
the altar of public safety, and there to aamnclene 
them. I am willing. for myself, to go further, 
and to refrain from all irritating expressions in re- 
ference to those who hold the reins of Government 
and control the destinies of the nation. I most 
sincerely pray that our gloomy forebodings as to 
the issue of affairs in their hands may not be re- 
alized—-that they may be able to extricate the 
country from the dangers which surround it, and 
to make a speedy, lasting, and honorable peace. 
I have already acted in conformity with these 
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professions, by voting during this session for soeeeer to bear them in mind, and advisable 
every measure intended to increase your revenues | frequently to recur to them, to keep this Govern- 
or armies, which appeared to me to be Constitu- | ment within its proper sphere, and to defend the 
tional, and founded on principles of justice and | rights and liberties of the people. One of these 

uality, and I shall continue so to act. But, | general principles is, that the militia of the sey- 
Mr. Speaker, there are bounds which every man | eral States belongs to the people and Govern- 
of principle must observe. There aresome limits | ment of the States, and not to the Government 
which neither arguments, difficulties, nor dangers, | of the United States. I consider this, sir, as a 
can induce me to exceed. The limits which I| proposition too clear to require illustration, or to 
have prescribed to myself in providing for the | admitofdoubt. The militia consists of the whole 
exigencies of the day are just and indispensable— | people of a State, or rather of the whole male 
they are, the Constitution; the general principles | population capable of bearing arms; including all 
of political expediency; the eternal, immutable | of every description, avocation, or age. Exemp- 
principles of justice, equal justice, to all the com- | tion from militia duty is a mere matter of grace. 
munity. These arintigies t must and willadhere | This militia, being the very people, belongs to 
to atall hazards. To me, sir, public wants can | the people or to the State governments, for their 
afford no inducement to vote for an act which | use and protection. It was theirs at the time of 
my best judgment informs me transcends the | the Revolution, under the old Confederation, and 
legitimate powers of Congress. To me, State | when the present form of government was adopt- 
necessity can be no plea for resorting to wild and | ed. Neither the people nor their State govern- 
visionary plans, which, though they may be| ments have ever surrendered this their property 
honestly intended to redeem the public credit, I| in the militia to the General Government, but 
conscientiously believe will sink it deeper into| have carefully kept and preserved their general 
ruin. Nor, sir, will necessity ever induce me in | dominion or control, for their own use protection, 
the imposition of taxes to violate the great prin- | anddefence. They have, it is true, granted or lent 
ciples of justice and equality. With these ex-| (if 1 may use such an expression) to Congress a 
ceptions, I am willing to go as far as any other | special concurrent authority or power over the 
member in providing the proper means of defend- | militia in certain cases; which cases are particu- 
ing the rights and interests of these United States. | larly set down, guarded, limited, and restricted, as 
In regard to the bill now on the table, I have | fully as the most scrupulous caution, and the use 
read it with attention, bestowing upon it all the | of the most apt and significant words our lan- 
consideration its importance demanded. I have | guage affords, could limitand restrictthem. The 
endeavored to analyze its objects and provisions. | people have granted to Congress a right to call 
I have listened with the most respectful attention | forth the militia in certain cases of necessity and 
to everything which has been said in its favor. | emergency—a right to arm and organize then— 
The result is a solemn conviction that we have | and to prescribe a plan, upon which they shall be 
no Constitutional right to pass the bill in its pres- | disciplined and trained. When they are called 
ent shape, and that it will be destructive of the | into the service of the United States (and they 
best interests of this country to enact it. Will! cannot be called, unless upon the happening of 
you listen to me, Mr. Speaker, whilst I state as | one of the contingencies enumerated) they are to 
concisely as I can the reasons which have in-| be under the command of the President. Hence 
duced me to form this opinion? In performing | it follows that the general power, authority, or 
this task, I shall endeavor to adhere strictly to | jurisdiction, remains in the State governments. 
the bill. There are, indeed, other most import- | A special, qualified, limited, and concurrent power 
ant matters intimately connected with it, which, | is vested in Congress, to be exercised when the 
as parts of the same general plan, would be pro-| event happens, and in the manner pointed out, 
ww objects of remark; but from these I shall re- arn and limited in the Constitution. And 
rain at present—I allude particularly to the pro- | hence it also follows, that this delegated power 
posed draught of the militia to fill the ranks of | cannot be executed upon any other occasion, nor 
the regular army. On this monstrous device I | in any other ways than those prescribed by the 
shall make no remarks now. That bill may | Constitution. There is another general rule or 


never be called up. It is already damned in pub- | principle of construction to which I must allude. 
lic estimation—I trust that it is sleeping the sleep | It is, that all particular, special, and limited pow- 
of death, and that it will never be raised to| ers, taken from or carved out of the general 
affright and afflict us. Mr. Speaker, there are | power, must be construed strictly. The general 
certain general principles which lie at the bottom | power remains in full force, unimpaired, except 
of this subject. In a limited Government, such | where it is expressly granted away, and the con- 
as that established by the Constitution of the | struction must be on the words of the grant, and 
United States, they may truly be called funda- | not by recurring to the doctrine of analogy or 
mental. By some they may be considered as| parity of reason. This is a rule applicable to all 
familiar and true—and by others as scarcely | grants of power, public or private, but it is par- 
worthy of attention in these enlightened days. | ticularly to be attended to in grants of public au- 
But the great men to whom we are indebted for | thority; and most of all in foes solemn grants 
our independence and civil institutions, thought | denominated constitutions. These grants, being 
differently. They rere that they were all-| from the people to their rulers, are always de- 
important. They believed that it was always | liberately framed. They are penned with the 
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utmost accuracy and precision of language. All 

wers intended to be granted, and those not in- 
eluded in the terms made use of, are withheld. 
This is not a mere technical rule of the school- 
men or the forum. It is founded in reason, good 
sense, and justice; and is all-important in the 
construction of constitutions. If the words of 
such grants are departed from, upon any pretence, 
what safety do they afford? If reasoning by 
analogy is once permitted, so that cases not enu- 
merated, but supposed to stand upon a footing in 
point of reason and expediency, are, by liberal 
construction, held to be included in it, what se- 
curity is there but the discretion of those who un- 
dertake to expound it? A constitution should be 
considered as a pillar of marble, not as a figure 
of wax; it must remain as it comes from the 
hand of the artist, and not be moulded by offi- 
cious hands into a more convenient shape. The 
rule I have laid down, has been considered of 
sufficient importance to be engrafted into the 
Constitution itself. The tenth amendment, in 
ordaining that “all powers not delegated by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively and to the 
people,” declares, in the spirit of the rule I have 
stated, that all powers not granted to the Con- 
gress by the Constitutional charter, remain with 
the people or the State governments. 

Mr. Speaker, this special, limited, concurrent 
power over the militia, is given by the States to 
Congress only in three cases—‘“to enforce the 
laws, suppress insurrections, and repel invasion.” 
I call it a special concurrent power, and it is 
clearly no more; for the States, notwithstanding 
this grant, retain the power to call forth their 
militia for the same or any other lawful purpose. 
There is, then, no grant of absolute power even 
in these cases; and the people and the State gov- 
ernments have not only the right of insisting up- 
on @ strict observance of the limitation, but the 
corresponding right to resist all encroachments 
upon what they have reserved unto themselves— 
for, as it is of the very essence of a limited gov- 
ernment to be kept within its proper orbit, so it 
is the unquestionable right and duty of the people 
to oblige those who administer it to preserve this 
boundary, and to resist and repel illegal encroach- 
ments, 

I consider these principles to be unquestionable. 
They will, | should hope, receive the assent of 
every gentleman of this House. Be this as it 
may, I flatter myself that they will stand the test 
of the severest scrutiny; and, being established, 
the only question must be, whether the act now 
under consideration is a proper execution of the 
limited authority vested in Congress, to “call 
forth the militia to repel invasion.” 

In examining this question, I shall not follow 
the example which has been set by some of the 
advocates for the bill; I shall spend no time in 
ransacking ancient and modern history for prece- 
dents or examples of governments asserting the 
right of making every man a soldier. In my 
Opinion, it is nothing to the purpose to examine 
what was the law in Greece or Rome, or what 
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has been the practice of George III. or of Bona- 
parte—the question is exclusively an American 
question. I shall keep it in mind that 1 am in 
the American Congress, considering an American 
act, to be tested by the American Constitution, 
and shall not engalit the House in going over 
matters so entirely useless and inapplicable. 

The biil before us is curiously framed. There 
is little or no coincidence between the title and 
the provisions of the bill; between the pretended 
and the real objects. But its best friends can 
discover only two objects apparent on its face: 
First, to call out eighty thousand militia for the 
defence of the frontiers against invasion; or, 
secondly, to compel these eighty thousand militia 
to furnish forty thousand regular soldiers. 

Supposing hens to be the real objects, and that 
the provisions of the bill were adapted to them 
it can be easily proved that they are unauthorized 
by the Constitution. Let me ask, sir, what sec- 
tion of the Constitution empowers Congress to 
call forth the militia to defend the frontiers from 
invasion? None can be produced—and it never 
was the intention of the people to grant sucha 
power. A power to call Orth the militia to “de- 
fend the frontiers against invasion,” would bea 
general power to make use of the militia durin 
a war; it would be destitute of all substantia 
limitation, and might be exercised without con- 
trol. Such a power, not depending upon noto- 
rious fact, would include in it a right to order 
out the militia for the common purposes of war— 
when and where, and for as long a time as Con- 
gress should see fit. If Congress may call them 
forth for the general purpose of defence, who is 
to judge—who, but itself, can judge of the ne- 
cessity and propriety of the call? Such a power 
would necessarily destroy those limitations so 
carefully provided, and place the whole militia 
of the United States under the control of the 
General Government for the general purposes of 
war. They might be cmehed from the seaboard 
to the northwestern frontier, and there be kept 
during a war, doing duty as garrison soldiers; or, 
in other words, as regular soldiers, under the 
pretext that they were called forth to defend the 
frontiers. Indeed, I can see no reason why, if 
this construction be correct, they may not be 
marched to those remote regions before the war 
is actually declared; or why they may not be 
kept there until it ended. If the power be that of 
employing the militia for the general purposes of 
defence, where is the necessity of waiting until 
the war is actually declared? Surely, a prudent 
Government would not wait until that event took 
place, before it provided the means of defence. 
A wise Government, intending to wage a war, 
would be so provident as at least to place its 
frontiers in a state of defence, before it drew the 
sword: and as the duty of defending the frontiers 
would exist as long as the war, it is manifest, if 
the militia could be called forth for this general 
purpose, they might be detained there as long as 
the occasion existed; or, in other words, during 
the war. 

But no such power is given, or was intended 
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to be given. The power actually given to Con- 
gress is to call forth the militia to repel invasion 
—not to defend the frontiers from invasion. The 
power claimed by this bill is, that whenever 
Congress think an invasion probable, they may 
call forth the militia to guard against it. 

The power granted by the Constitation is, that 
when an invasion takes place, Congress may cal 
forth the militia to repel it. 

The powers are not the same, but essentiall 
and substantially different. The one is general, 
depending for its just exercise on will and dis- 
cretion. The other is limited, guarded by ex- 
press words, and defended against perversion, by 
the ge eran of a notorious fact, of the exist- 
ence of which the State governments are as com- 








petent to judge and decide, as the Government of 


the United States. 
The power claimed, in its practical operation, 
places the militia of the States, without limita- 
tion as to number or time of service, in the power 
of Congress. 
The power granted only authorizes calling 
them out on a particular emergency, which car- 
ries with it its own limitation, both as to num- 
bers and time of service. 
The power claimed subjects the militia to the 
general duty and service of the war. It makes 
them, in truth, regulars, though they are called 
militia; for the President may command them to 
perform every service without restriction, and at 
= place. 
he power granted preserves the essential qual- 
ity of being called out in aid of a regular army, 
upon the contemplated emergency happening, and 
returning to their homes as soon as the emer- 
gency has ceased. 
The power claimed subjects the citizen to be 
made a soldier without his consent, for any length 
of time. For whether he shall serve one year, 
or two, or ten, or during a war, is admitted to be 
ee a matter of sound discretion. 
he power granted leaves him all his rights as 
a citizen; guards and protects him in the service 
required; calls him to arms to repel an invader; 
and, as soon as he is repelled, returns the citizen 
to his —— 
Mr. Speaker, | consider the claim now for the 
first time set up by the General Government to 
the personal service of every citizen—subjecting 


him to be made a soldier, under the pretence of 


defending against invasion, and binding him to 
military service whether it happens or not, and 
after the enemy is expelled, as entirely unwar- 
ranted, whether we regard the words of the Con- 
stitutional grant, or the manifest intention of its 
makers. The people have never vested such a 
power in Congress—they have reserved it to 
themselves, or it is deposited, together with the 
general mass of sovereignty, in the State Govern- 
ments. 

The noxious illegal character of this bill is not 
at all taken away or altered by the amendment 


made in Committee, requiring only a service of 


one year instead of two. It is true, that it allevi- 
ates its harshness: it will be less oppressive. It 
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may be more ae and, for that reason, it 
may be more dangerous. When the oppressor 
assumes the form of a giant, he creates alarm, and 
will be sure to meet with due opposition. When 
oppression comes like a mighty flood to over- 
whelm the privileges of the people, they will not 
fail to breast the torrent with firmness and spirit. 
But, when he assumes a reasonable shape—a 
common form ;—when the measure carries with 
it the imposing pretence of public wants, or pub- 
lic defence; and, especially, when the original 
plan is softened and meliorated in its application ; 
then we are apt to comfort ourselves that it is no 
worse, and and finally to disregard the dangerous 
principle that lurks beneath. 

The amendment leaves the objection to the 
principle of the bill in full force. Congress have 
it not in their power to call forth the militia for 
a year, a month, or a day, except to repel inva- 
sion, execute the laws, and suppress insurrection. 

It appears to me that the power now claimed, 
of using the militia of the several States, for the 
general purposes of war, under pretext of defend- 
ing the frontier from invasion, is not only un- 
founded, in the fair interpretation of the Consti- 
tution, by the words and evident meaning of the 
granting clause, but that it is inconsistent with 
other parts of the charter; that it reverses the 
whole plan or scheme of Government; destroy- 
ing its symmetry, and removing some of its most 
important balances and checks. 

One principal and avowed object of the Fed- 
eral Constitution was, to provide for the public 
defence, and to take that duty from the individual 
States, and impose it upon the General Govern- 
ment. Experience, during the war of the Revo- 
lution, had taught how little the State Govern- 
ments were to be relied on to perform this import- 
anttask. It had been found that acting without 
obligatory union, oftentimes under the influence 
of narrow, interested politics, they were not to be 
trusted for steady efforts, proportionate to relative 
ability, or to the interests which they had at stake. 
The people had become tired of a Government of 
requisitions, which could not be enforced. They 
called for one, which, acting immediately on the 
population, would possess the power of securing 
due respect to its own Constitutional demands. 
Hence they imposed the great duty of public de- 
fence on the General Government, and furnished 
it with most ample means to enable it to perform 
the service required. They endowed it, not only 
with the high powers of making war and peace, 
but with those also of raising regular armies, and 
of imposing taxes. Thus it Ceonmne tovented with 
the great powers of the sword and the purse, of 
raising men and money, without limitation, as to 
number or sum; having no bounds but the public 
wants, and the great principles of civil liberty. 
Having thus provided and vested in the Federal 
Government, all the means requisite to the great 
end in view, the State Governments are absolved 
from the general duty, and are merely required 
to furnish their militia to aid in repelling an in- 
vader. It is evident, then, to me, that the Con- 
stitution contemplated a regular army as the 
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steady and proper means of public defence in time 
of war; the militia asa temporary auxiliary force, 
to be called in aid, on emergency or sudden onset. 
But the plan of this bill reverses everything. In- 
stead of the Federal Government providing for the 

ublic defence, by the means surrendered to it; 
instead of raising armies, to defend the States, in 
a war declared by itself—it calls on the States to 
defendthe Union. The militia of the particular 
States must be called forth to defend the United 
States. The militia is converted into the regular 
force, the regulars into the auxiliary ! 

The experience of the Revolution and the pa- 
ternal warnings of their illustrious Chief had 
further taught the people, that militia were not 
to be relied on in a war with a foreign Power; 
that they were a most expensive and ineffectual 
force; that every pooainle of sound policy for- 
bade their being called from their occupations and 
business, to be made soldiers ; nevertheless, their 
usefulness in aiding a regular army, on sudden 
emergency, had oftentimes been experienced, and 
was well known. The plan, therefore, was to de- 
fend the country, in case of foreign war, by regu- 
lars, and to add the qualified authority, to call 
forth the militia, on the emergency contemplated. 
This was a wise and safe course, and it is folly 
and weakness in the extreme to attempt to alter it. 

There was also a further reason for leaving the 
general authority over the militia in the State 
governments, and denying it to the General Gov- 
ernment ;—that it might be a check upon the 
great powers of war and peace, sword and purse, 
thus surrendered to the General Government. 
The Federal Government is not only a limited 
Government, but it is furnished with its balances 
and checks. It was framed upon the principle, 
that no set of men can be safely trusted with 

wer, without some means left elsewhere to 

eep it within proper bounds. It was this proud 
pracies of jealousy of power, wherever it might 
deposited, that produced the Revolution. That 
great event was not so much brought about by 
actual oppression, as by the assertion of princi- 
ples which were derogatory to the rights of free- 
men, So thought the great men who formed 
and adopted this Constitution. They were high- 
minded republicans in deed, and not merely in the 
name. Their political creed was, that no set of 
men were to be trusted with discretionary pow- 
ers. They knew that paper limitations were use- 
less, unless accompanied by the means. Hence 
they denied some powers to the General, and some 
to the State Governments. They limited others; 
and when they bestowed general powers on the 
Federal head, the means of a wholesome control 
was left with the people and the State Govern- 
ments. But these salutary principles are now out 
of fashion. They are either unknown, forgotten, 
or disregarded. The plan of the Republican Ad- 
ministration has been evidently to accumulate 
power in the Executive branch of the Govern- 
ment, from the President down to the lowest col- 
lector, or tax gatherer. Scarcely is a bill reported 
upon any subject, relating either to war or reve- 
nue, which does not contain some covert attack 
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on the unquestionable rights of a free people. 
It is manifest to me that the Constitution con- 
tains no grant of the militia to the Federal Gov- 
ernment for the general purpose of even defensive 
war. When this instrument was before the peo- 
ple, such a power as is now contended for was 
never attributed to it, either by its enemies or its 
friends. On the other hand, when the great and 
dangerous powers actually granted by it, such as 
those of making war and peace, raising armies, 
and imposing taxes, were objected to by honest 
and enlightened opposers, the answer was (and it 
isa sound one if the Constitution is executed in 
its true sense and spirit) that there was a sufficient 
security against abuses in the habits of the peo- 

le, their aversion from war, and their spirit of 
iberty ; but especially in the State Governments, 
and their militia. And I might, with perfect 
safety, hazard the assertion, that if the power, now 
contended for, to call forth the whole militia for 
the general purposes of war, without any regard 
to the Constitutional limitation, or to time or 
place of service, had been inserted in plain terms 
in the charter, it would have been rejected. 

But, Mr. Speaker, perhaps it may be demanded 
of me whether the militia may not be called forth 
until an invasion actually takes place. It may 
be asked, must the Government wait until the 
enemy lands upon our shores, before it can resort 
to this force? Upon this point I would answer, 
that the act of Congress passed in 1795, to carry 
into effect that part of the Constitution now under 
consideration, places this subject on its proper foot- 
ing. The act authorizes the President to call 
forth the militia in case of invasion, or imminent 
danger of invasion. This, in terms, isan extension 
of the provisions of the instrument, and it cer- 
tainly goes to the very verge of the Constitutional 
limit; but Iam disposed to think that it isa sound 
exposition of its true intent and meaning. The 
words of this law, not to be found in the Consti- 
tion, are these—*“ imminent danger of invasion,” 
and they seem to have been carefully selected for 
their accuracy and precision. By imminent dan- 
ger is meant—impending, threatening danger— 
danger at hand. It does not include danger only 
expected, or probable, resulting from a general 
state of war. For instance, it is no such emer- 
gency as is provided for in the Constitution, that 
we are engaged in a war with a powerful nation 
and that there is a moral certainty that she will 
invade some part of our territory. This would 
induce a provident Administration to havea good 
army in the field, but does not authorize ordering 
the militia into actual service. But, if the Presi- 
dent were now in possession of information, that 
a large expedition had been prepared for and was 
on its way to attack New Orleans, (as we have 
reason to believe he is,) he need not delay his call 
on the militia until the enemy shall arrive, but he 
may lawfully call on those of the contiguous 
States, to meet and repel that invasion, when- 
ever the enemy shall make his appearance. So, 
if a fleet should arrive at Sandy Hook, or at the 
Capes of the Delaware; it might require a long 
time to enable them to get up and land their 
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troops. Still the President need not wait until 
they have landed ; because these are cases of in- 
vasion, or of imminent danger of invasion, within 
the fair meaning of the words of the Constitution. 

This statute of 1795 asserts no power to call 
forth the militia for the general purposes of war, 
or to defend the frontiers; but only to repel in- 
vasion actually made or depending. Yet this 
statute was drawn with the utmost care, and was 
doubtless intended to occupy all the ground given 
to the General Government by the Constitution, 
as it was then understood. It is entitled to the 
utmost respect and weight, as a Legislative dec- 
laration how far this right extends, and what are 
its just limits, 

t is unnecessary to detain the House in re- 
marking on the circumstance that the enemy are 
in possession of some part of the territory of the 
United States, as that circumstance can afford no 
aid to this bill, and indeed does not seem to be 
much relied on. None of the provisions of this 
bill are adapted to that case. It is not designed 
to enable the President to call forth the militia to 
expel them. The existing laws are already fully 
competent to this end. He may call forth the 
militia to repel this invasion. But the object of 
this bill is to form a militia armament, not to ex- 
pel those invaders, but to serve for one year. The 
enemy is left in quiet possession of what he has 
taken, and this army is to be raised to carry on 
the war as the President shall direct. [t may be 
marched into Canada, leaving the invaders be- 
hind. But more of this hereafter. 

As to the second object of this bill, which is to 
induce this corps of 80,000 militia to furnish 
40,000 regulars; to be sure it does not figure in 
the title of the act; yet it has been avowed by 
many gentlemen to be the real object which this 
bill is to attain. 

I cannot avoid remarking, how admirably the 
title of this act has been contrived, to give notice 
of a matter which is not to be found in the bill— 
that is, a plan to defend the frontiers against in- 
vasion, and to conceal what it does contain, an 
illegal device to compel the militia to furnish re- 
cruits for the regular army. But surely those 

ntlemen who excused themselves in voting for 
it, although they acknowledge that it is no militia 
bill, because it affords a prospect of supplying the 
ranks of the regular army; surely such gentle- 
men have not considered, that if Congress have 
no right to call for the militia as this bill does call 
for them, neither can it possess even a pretence 
of right to require them to furnish regulars, as the 
commutation proposed for the militia service. 
Bat if there is no right to require the principal 
duty there can be none to require the substitute. 
If the obligation to serve in the militia, as this 
bill requires, does not exist, the alternative ought 
not to exist. This need only be stated to receive 
the assent of every just man in the community. 
Then, to demand by law what we have no right 
to demand—to impose on the people a burden 
which we have no right to impose, and oblige 
them to perform it, or to provide a substitute, 
will at once give to the whole process the char- 
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acter of illegal compulsion. To class the militia 
for purposes, not within our control; to require 
of how a service, which they are not bound to 

rform; and then to excuse them if they will 
urnish half the number of regular soldiers—what 
is this but coercion? what is this but classing the 
militia, and draughting them to furnish recruits for 
the regular army? It becomes conscription; 
which is nothing more than obliging men to serve 
in the army, or to furnish others to serve, without 
their consent, and without the authority of Con- 
stitutional law. Itis conscription of the most odi- 
ous character. The form and shape given to it 
are the most offensive that could be proposed to 
a free people. It is concealed and covert—it is 
ane perpetrated under the pretence and color 
of rightful authority. 

The friends of the bill are then reduced to this 
dilemma. If the bill is really a militia bill, it is 
unconstitutional, and should be rejected. If it is 
nota militia bill, (as some of the majority have 
contended, ) but the real object is to obtain regulars, 
this is still more objectionable, and should receive 
no countenance in this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall now proceed to consider 
the provisions of this bill. y observations wil] 
be general. I shall not trouble the House with 
decending to particulars. And I cannot refrain 
from again remarking on the title of this bill—its 
deceptive form and character. It affects to in- 
form the reader that he may within expect to find 
a plan for calling forth the militia to defend the 
frontiers againt invasion, and yet there is not 
a single provision to be found in the enacting 
clauses adapted to such an object. The plan 
which the bill developes is, to class the militia, 
under the direction and authority of the Presi- 
dent. They are then to be draughted. Those se- 
lected are to be organized into regiments and bri- 
ees and are to pass at once into the United 

tates service. There is no provision regulating 
the particular service upon which they are to be 
euipleyed there is nothing to confine the service 
to the Constitutional emergencies, to repel inva- 
sions, to execute the laws, or to suppress insur- 
rections. But the men are put under martial law 
and must serve as they shall be ordered. The 
bill pursues no plan of a militia law heretofore 
passed. It has not a militia feature in it; but on 
the contrary prostrates at once all their rights and 
privileges. It may, sir, be laid down as a general 

roposition, that a bill professing to be a militia 

ill, but which disregards and destroys all the es- 
sential qualities of the militia armament, which 
deprives the militiaman of inherent fundamental 
rights, rights always acknowledged and possessed, 
cannot be consistent with the Constitutional pow- 
ers of this Government. The rights of the mili- 
tia were long known and universally acquiesced 
in, before this Government acquired its qualified 
jurisdiction over them. They claimed and exer- 
cised these rights during the war of the Revolution, 
and at the time of the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion. Congress received the powers it possesses 
subject to these privileges. They are founded in 
justice, and in the intrinsic nature of a force com- 
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of the whole body of the people. They 
are supported by prescription or constant usage. 
When | speak of militia rights, I mean these: to be 
called out for short periods of emergency; to be 
taken from places contiguous, and not to be com- 
lled to serve elsewhere; to serve only in just 
rotation with others. An act which violates all 
these principles may be safely called no militia 
law, but an unconstitutional requisition. 

When the bill came from the Senate, the term 
of service required by it wastwo years. We have 
reduced it to one. The principle however is not 
changed. The obligation to serve is absolute, per- 
emptory, unconditional. There is no one provi- 
sion limiting the service by any contingency. If 
the enemy, in one month after this force shall be 
organized, should be driven to the walls of Que- 
bec, or besieged in Halifax, still the militiaman 
must be a soldier. What section of the Consti- 
tution, let me ask, authorizes this? What letter 
of that instrument enables Congress to fix any 
absolute time of service? The legal call is to re- 

linvasion. It carries With it its own limitation. 

he obligation to serve lasts so long, and no longer, 
as the particular invasion for which the ser- 
vice is required exists. Itis to be remarked, that 
the act of 1795, before alluded to, contains no pro- 
vision ascertaining how long the militia called 
forth to serve in the cases stated in the Constitu- 
tion, shall serve; it leaves it in this respect as it 
ought to be left, to the intrinsic limitation of the 
granting clause. But it ordains that they shall 
not be required to serve more than three months 
in any one year; thereby guarding and protecting 
this essential quality of militia service. This is 
a correct exposition of the limited Constitutional 
grant. The words of that charter carried with 
them the intended limitation, and therefore it 
Was unnecessary to insert another. But as it 
might so happen, that invasion, or one of the other 
exigencies, might endure longer than a militia- 
man ought to be compelled to serve, care was 
taken that they should not on any pretence be 
required to serve for more than three months out 
of twelve. 

There appears to me to exist noright to fix the 
time of service but for the purpose of establishing 
a day beyond which they shall not be required 
to serve. The period of service which the Gov- 
ernment may rightfully demand, is quite another 
thing, and depends entirely on the exigency out 
of which the right to call them forth may arise. 
If the call is to enforce the laws, the right of 
service ceases when the empire of the laws are 
restored. If to suppress insurrections; when the 
insurgents are quelled. If to repel invasions ; 
when the invader is driven back. If prudence— 
if reasons of State, or alleged necessity, require 
a long period of service, recourse must be had to 
the State Legislature. The State governments 
are absolute, except where they are controlled by 
their own constitutions. They may safely be 


trusted—they would co-operate with the General 
Government in all necessary measures of defence 
as long as that Government respected their rights, 
and performed its relative duties. 
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The next characteristic privilege of the mili- 
tia is to be taken from a State contiguous to that 
where service is required; and how is this to be 
secured? There is but one method of effecting 
it—adhere to the Constitution; construe it ac- 
cording to its words and plain intent; confine 
the power of Congress to call forth the militia to: 
the enumerated cases; do this, and this impor- 
tant privilege is secured. These are all the cases- 
of emergency. If the militia cannot be called 
forth until the emergency exists, then they must. 
necessarily be taken from the contiguous neigh- 
borhoods or States. But, as | have before stated, 
this bill contains no provision that the militia 
shall not be called into actual service until the 
exigencies occur; nor that they shall be called 
from the adjacent parts of the neighboring States; 
but they are left in these important respects alto- 
gether in the power of the President. The rules 
of martial law will oblige them to obey. They 
may be marched from Maine to Louisiana. 
There is no limitation in regard to the place 
where the service is to be performed. In the bill, 
as it came to us, there was a section restraining 
the right of service to the State from whence the 
militia came, or to the next adjoining; but this 
we have stricken out, thereby declaring our opin- 
ions to be that the power is unlimited in this 
particular, and a8; may rightfully be sent any- 
where. As the bill now stands, under the spe- 
cious pretext of defending the frontiers, the mili- 
tia of New Jersey may be marched to Detroit or 
to Maine; acting on the favorite maxim of the 
Administration, that the United States must be 
defended in Canada, that the invasion of that 
country is a measure purely defensive, these 
troops may be ordered to Quebec or Montreal. 
And if they refuse to pass the frontiers they are 
called forth to defend, they may be shot as muti- 
neers. [tis nothing to the purpose to say, that 
the President will exercise a sound discretion, 
and will not order these men to serve at a great 
distance from their homes. If the Constitution 
has not subjected the militia to the discretion of 
the President, we have no right to do so by law. 
What a freeman may claim as an undoubted 
right, he ought not to be compelled to receive as 
a favor. 

This bill also destroys the great principle of 
rotation, by which I mean the important privi- 
lege of every freeman, not to be subject to mili- 
tary service, but in a just proportion of time 
with other freemen of his vicinage. This ap- 

years to me to be a most important privilege. 
Che militia consists of all the people—the entire 
male population. They have their rights, not 
only as between them and the Government, but 
as between each man and the residue. All can- 
not be called forth at a time, or the country would 
become a desert. Hence the right of each man 
is, that he shall only be called into actual ser- 
vice in just rotation with all others. To declare 
by law that one class shall absolutely serve for 
one, two, or ten years, is entirely unjust and ille- 
gal. Substantially, it makes them regular sol- 
diers. Suppose the war should terminate with 
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the year, then one class will have borne the 
whole burden. No such injustice takes place if 
we use them as militia ought to be used. If we 
require their services according to the intrinsic 
mature of the force, and as the rules of justice 
require, all will be right. They should be ordered 
out for short periods, and be often relieved during 
a campaign, so that no one class should be com- 
pelled to serve for a men time than its equal 
tour of duty may demand. Let it not be urged 
that so short a service will prevent their improve- 
ment in the military art. The error is, in requi- 
ring of the militia a service to which they are 
incompetent, and for which they were never 
designed. The militia were not intended, and 
should never be relied on to fight pitched battles 
with adisciplined foe. They are only calculated 
to serve asan irregular auxiliary force, to harass 
and distress the enemy upon a sudden onset. 
The sooner they are brought into action after 
they leave their homes the better. They must 
have brave men to command them, and be em- 
ployed in the service suited to their nature and 
genius. Inaservice adapted to them they will 
render essential aid. Thus employed, they dare 
to follow wherever their officers dare to lead. In 
acamp they will learn little that is good; there 
perhaps you ar discipline select corps composed 
of the flower of your youth, but the militia en 
masse will learn little else than bad habits, and 
to become disgusted with your service. Let us 
then abandon the vain expectation of compelling 
the militia to do the duty and supply the place of 
regulars. Let us respect their rights, and they 
will be more useful. If we emanple their privi- 
leges under foot, they will be less dangerous to 
the enemy than to their oppressors. 

It is most worthy of remark, that in the act of 
1795, all these essential characteristics of the 
militia force are carefully preserved. That act 
provides that they shall be called from the parts 
most contiguous to the place of danger. That 
they shall not serve more than three months in 
any one year, and each man only in due rotation 
with every other able-bodied man of the battalion 
to which he belongs. This act is entitled, as I 
before remarked, to the most profound respect, as 
a correct exposition of the Constitutional powers 
of the Federal Government over the militia of 
the States, not only because it was enacted while 
‘Wasuineron was President and Hamilton his 
Counsellor, but from other circumstances. It is 
a revised law, a former act, passed in 1792, had 
been found defective. It was enacted at a time 
when the Government would naturally be dis- 

sed to execute all the authority vested in it; 

irectly after the formidable insurrection in the 
western counties of Pennsylvania was crushed, 
and when a foreign war had been recently ex- 
ted. Itis a precedent well worthy to be fol- 
owed, but of late years its principles have been 
disregarded. The time of service has been dou- 
bled by acts already passed. Now we are to 
quadruple it. We have rejected or disregarded 
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trol over the male a of the country, 
But, Mr. Speaker, it is apparent to me that this 
bill not only destroys the characteristic principles 
of the militia force, but that it prostrates a; 
once the important personal rights of our citi- 
zens, and also of our State governments. 

This bill will deprive all the citizens who shal! 
fall under the draughts of their dearest personal 
rights. You force them against their will to be 
soldiers fora whole year. You drag them from 
their wives, their children, their occupations, 
their professions and trades. You consign them 
to the camp, and to the hardships and toils of a 


common soldier. You ruin them. Take the 


farmer from his plough ; the tradesman from his 
shop; the laborer from his employment, and 
what but rain can await men of moderate means 
and large families, depending upon daily industry 
for maintenance an support? When they re- 
turn, at the close of the year, they will find their 
farms unproductive and in ruins; their custom- 
ers gone; their business passed away into other 
hands, and their families in want. What will 
become of meo, with small means, dependent 
upon daily and steady exertions? What will 
become of tenants who cultivate the lands of 


other men? Of the mechanics or laborers on 


whom this lot may fall? They will, I repeat it, 
be ruined. Besides, while we thus injure and 
destroy their families, we at the same time make 
slaves of them. We deprive them fora year of 
the inestimable right of civil liberty; we place 
them under martial law; expose them to mili- 
tary tribunals—to ignominious punishment—per- 
haps to death itself, for asserting what they be- 
lieve to be their inalienable right. You make 
them slaves to their officers, many of whom will 
be their inferiors in worth and standing in soci- 
ety ; perhaps to beardless boys, who, having never 
been taught themselves to obey, are sure to be 
insolent and overbearing in command, 

Such will be the inevitable fate of your mili- 
tia soldiers, if they are to perform this eruel 
service. 

And why are they thus to be imposed upon? 
Will it be answered that it is to save the coun- 
try? There is no necessity to save the country 
by such means. ‘The people do not require us— 
they will not permit us thus tosave them. What 
consolation will it be to them to be saved at such 
a price? If this war continues, as it probably 
will, another year, one hundred thousand more 
must be — The whole country may be 
impoverished and ruined. We ought to remem- 
ber that we are legislating for American free- 
men. We may assure ourselves, that our coun- 
irymep possess this honorable trait of character, 
that, while they will be ever ready to submit to 
us if we are in the right, they will be equally on 
the alert to resist if we are in the wrong. 

This bill also attacks the right and sovereignty 
of the State governments, Congress is about to 
usurp their undoubted rights—to take from them 
their militia. By this bill we proclaim that we 


its other wholesome provisions and restraints;{ will have their men; as many as we please ; 
and boldly demand an entire authority and con- | when and where, and for as long a time as we see 
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fit, and for any service we see proper. Do gen- 
tlemen of the majority seriously believe that the 
people and the State governments will submit to 
this claim? Do they believe that all the States 
of this Union will submit to this usurpation ? 
Have you attended to the solemn and almost 
unanimous declaration and protestation of the 
Legislature of Connecticut? Have you exam- 
ined the cloud arising in the East? Do you yet 

receive that it is black, alarming, portentous ? 

o you wish to put a match to it, and to plunge 
the country into discord and civil war? and 
when the enemy is at hand? No, you do not— 
you cannot mean to bring about such ills; you 
must see the necessity of union at such a time 
at this. 

I speak not in the language of menace. But 
let me entreat you to desist from this course of 
measures. Give up, I entreat you, all the harsh 
features of this bill, Indeed you want no new 
uct. The existing laws are sufficient for all fair 

urposes. Give up also, 1 conjure you, by the 

st interests vf our common country—give up 
all the other acts you contemplate for raising 
armies by compulsion. Rely upon it, the people 
will not support you in such measures. Let me 
again ask you, as practical men, do you seriously 
believe that every State of this Union will sub- 
mit to this compulsory system? Suppose that 
New England refuses, to what a condition do you 
reduce the Middle and Southern States, which 
may be disposed to submit! You will either 
invite them by their interests and feelings to join 
in the opposition, or you expose them to burdens 
to which the others successfully object. Thus 
they will be punished for their loyalty and devo- 
tion. Be reassured by me that these measures 
are not required to defend the country. You 
have no right to defend the country by such 
means. Such a defence will leave it not worth 
defending. Itis not for me to offer any advice to 
this majority; but listen to me for a moment 
longer; hearken to my earnest entreaty; that 
io defend the country by Constitutional means ; 

y such means as the people have been accus- 

tomed to, and which will command public con- 
fidence and approbation ; give up, Lagain pray 
you, these cruel plans of compulsory service. Be 
warned, in season, that if you do not, you will 
convulse this Union to its very centre. Disguise 
them as you may, the people will discover the 
entering wedge of conscription. Let your de- 
fensive efforts be on our own soil; a few well 
disciplined regiments properly posted and com- 
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manded, aided by the militia, will perform won- | 


ders. Remember that recently less than fifteen 
hundred men have foiled and driven back with 
disgrace the best appointed and most numerous 
army that Britain has ever had in Canada. 
Raise armies by voluntary enlistment only. Be 
under no apprehension of failure. Employ trusty 
officers in the recruiting service; furnish them 
with money, and keep them constantly supplied. 
The efforts you hold out are abundantly suffi- 
cient to command men; if they are not, increase 
them. Encourage volunteer corps; arrange your 
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militia under existing laws; arm them; but call 
them not from their homes until they are wanted. 
Respect their rights and interests ; cultivate their 
good will by attending to their comfort and 
wants; leave them to their own commanders ; 
interfere not with the State governments respect- 
ing their militia, but encourage them to make 
exertions for the common defence. Pass an act 
Ss the pay of the militia which may 
e advanced by the States. Pursue a Constitu- 
tional and conciliatory course, and you may safe- 
ly rely upon the strength, valor, and patriotism of 
the people. 
tr. Suerrey, of Virginia, next addressed the 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I beg the attention of the House, 
while 1 submit a few observations on the subject 
under consideration. It is not my intention to 
investigate the details of the bill before you mi- 
nutely, but to confine my remarks to some gen- 
eral principles, which have been brought into dis- 
cussion. With the honorable member from New 
Jersey,(Mr.Srockton,) lam conscious of the aw- 
ful crisis at which the affairs of this country have 
arrived ; with him, I admit that ruin is starin 
us in the face om every side; with him, too, I fee 
it to be my duty to contribute my efforts to res- 
cue this devoted nation from the impending ca- 
lamities. Considering the revival of public credit, 
at present prostrate in the dust, and the secur- 
ity of the country from foreign danger of vital 
interest to us all, 1 shall most cordially co-ope- 
rate in such measures as may be calculated to ef- 
fectthese great ends. I shall pursue this course, 
though I did not eat ae in the councils 
whose temerity and folly have precipitated us 
from the highest elevation of national prosperity, 
to the lowest abyss of suffering. But, with a sin- 
cere determination to go every reasonable length 
in the course thus marked out, [ shall not con- 
sider myself bound to accord in every measure 
that may be proposed under the name of a rem- 
edy for existing evils. To obtain my approba- 
tion, there must be, according to my judgment, a 
natural connexion between the means and the 
end. The means, too, must be of a character 
suited to the spirit of free institutions, that the 
great principles of civil liberty, on which this 
Government is erected, shall not be violated. 

Formidable and alarming as the dangers may 
be which threaten us from abroad, [ shall not for- 
get that the country has other interests at stake, 
of equal consideration with its independenee, and 
as necessary to be preserved; that public fiberty 
merits a full portion of our solicitude. It will be 
a paltry object to remain independent, unless we 
also remain free. Shall the shackles of domestic 
slavery be the only reward of this people for their 
toils and sufferings, in expelling from their soil 
a powerful enemy? For myself, sir, holding the 
opinion once entertained by some of the leading 
men now in power to be indubitably correct— 


that the liberties of a free people are most in dan- 
er at home, in time of foreign peril—I shall 
eem it my duty to look with a vigilant and jea- 
lous eye on the public measures. 


Ic will be an 
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object of the first importance with me, that, when 
the valor and patriotism of the people shall have 
seein resisted their external enemy, there 
may be left something worthy of their exertions ; 
that there shall remain to them a country worth 
preserving. 

The present period has given birth to doctrines 
more alarming than all the other dangers which 
surround us. On the part of those in power, 
claims have been set up, tending to subject the 
life and liberty of every member of the commu- 
nity to their arbitrary and unlimited control. 
Should they succeed in enforcing these claims by 
practical measures, the great principles of this 
Government must necessarily be subverted. Its 
character will no longer be free, or its powers 
limited. By one effort, they will alike prostrate 
the authority of the States and the liberties of the 


le. 

Pe the Secretary of War, the official author of 
these high-toned pretensions, recommends that 
we should raise a regular force of one hundred 
thousand men, to be employed in offensive opera- 
tions in Canada. To obtain and keep up that 
number, he proposes, substantially, that the peo- 

le shall be coerced into the ranks of the Army, 
if they will not, or cannot, procure the requisite 
number of recruits by contract. Aware that such 
a proposal would raise the indignant feelings of 
freemen, and that the power of this Government 
to adopt a measure so violent, would be seriously 
questioned, he submits to us a course of reasoning, 
which with him, and, from what we have heard 
on this floor, with others, seems to be conclusive. 
He informs us that “Congress have a right, by 
the Constitution, to raise regular armies, and no 
restraint is imposed on the exercise of it”—that 
“an unqualified grant of power gives the means 
to carry it intoeffect.” This, he says, “is a uni- 
versal maxim, which admits of no exception.” 
Hence, the honorable Secretary infers, that you 
have the power to drag the citizen from the land 
of his birth, to be slaughtered on the plains of 
Canada. To force the father, the only support of 
a destitute family,and the son, the comfort of his 
aged parents, to undergo the miseries of a camp 
in a foreign country. I meet this bold pretension 
as I would every attempt at usurpation. I deny 
the right to convert a nation of freemen into 
slaves, under any pretence whatever. [take upon 
myself to assert, that no such power can be exer- 
cised by this Government, or by any other which 
maintains any respect for the liberties of its 


pone. 
hat the authority of this Government in the 
execution of its power (where not expressly re- 
stricted) is sovereign, I am not disposed to con- 
trovert; but that itis despotic, [can never admit. 
Every free Government possesses sovereign pow- 
er over the means necessary to the attainment of 
its legitimate objects. But, in the selection of 
those means, the security of life, liberty, and prop- 
erty, cannot be disregarded; because that secu- 
rity forms the great end for which all power was 
ranted. This great principle can never be in- 
ringed, or the people are not free. Hence, the 
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opinion of some of the wisest and best men that 
ever lived, that laws violating this security, where 
ae OORT is not absolutely despotic, are 
void. 

_ The objects for which the Government was 
instituted are not left to conjecture. The men 
who framed and those who adopted the present 
Constitution thought it necessary to transmit, to 
those who should live after them, the most con. 
clusive evidence of the views with which they 
entered into this new political compact. Not 
content that they should be inferred from the 
limitations and restrictions of the powers granted, 
they declared them in terms thus express and un- 
equivocal: “To form a more perfect union, es- 
‘ tablish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- 
‘ vide for the common defence, promote the gen- 
‘eral welfare, and secure to themselves and to 
‘ their posterity the blessings of liberty.” These 
were the ends for the accomplishment of which 
all the powers vested by the Constitution, in 
the United States, were granted; and now it 
is asserted that the powers so granted may be 
executed in a manner wholly regardless of the 
ends in view—that, to “raise armies,” the Gov- 
ernment have the right to adopt measures by 
which the people and their posterity shall be de- 
prived of the “ blessings of liberty.” 

Sir, I have said that, if the principles assumed 
should receive countenance in this country, not 
only the liberties of the people, but the authority 
of the States, would be alike annihilated. There 
is no act of tyranny which may not be perpe- 
trated with as much plausibility as the measure 
demanded by the Administration at our hands. 
It has already been ably shown by a member from 
New Hampshire, (Mr. Wessrer,) that the same 
construction that authorizes you todrag the citizen 
by force into the ranks of your Army, will warrant 
you toenter into his dwelling and force from him 
his money. The analogy is unquestionably cor- 
rect. The power to “borrow money” is as un- 
restrained as the power to “raise and support 
armies.” Under the latter power you claim ar- 
bitrary dominion over the “life and liberty” of 
the citizen, because it contains no express restric- 
tion. Why, I ask, not over his money, when the 
power “to borrow” it is equally unrestrained ? Is 
there any distinction in the nature and reason of 
the subject, that would make his money sacred, 
while his person is at your mercy ? Will it be 
said that the poor man may be coerced in the 
field to meet misery and death, leaving a helpless 
family without support, and that his wealthier 
neighbor’s money is not equally subject to your 
power? This cannot be asserted with the least 
shadow of reason. If there is power to com- 
pel the one to render his person, there is power to 
compel the other to render his money to your 
service, 

_ The analogy becomes still stronger as the sub- 
ject is pursued. To justify the claim set up over 
the persons of the people, the Secretary of War 
tells us, that “the conservation of the State isa 
duty qpennemn to all others;” that, therefore, 
“the Commonwealth has a right to all the service 
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of its citizens.” Does “the conservation of the 
State” depend alone on “the service” of its citi- 
zens? Is money, justly termed the sinews of war, 
not equally necessary to render that “ service” 
beneficial? Are the “citizens” to be coerced into 
the field to perish for want of subsistence, or to 
fall before R enemy for want of the necessary 
means of defence ? if “the conservation of the 
State” will warrant you to coerce “ the service of 
the citizens,” when you are destitute of men, and 
cannot get the requisite number in any other way, 
it will surely warrant you to coerce their money, 
when the same necessity exists, as indispensable 
to the attainment of the same end. 

We are further informed, from the same quar- 
ter, that “it would be absurd to suppose that 
Congress could not carry this power (to raise and 
support armies) into effect otherwise than by ac- 
cepting the voluntary service of individuals.” “It 
might happen that an army could not be raised 
in that mode, whence the power would have been 
granted invain.” The position here assumed, is. 
that all the means that will give effect to any of 
the delegated powers, of whatever character, are 
within the control of Congress, if, without the 
means proposed to he employed, the power could 
not be executed at the time, to the extent required 
by public exigencies, “real or pretended.” Hence 
it clearly follows, that, whenever money cannot 
be obtained by voluntary loans, when the Gov- 
ernment is hard pressed, the power “to borrow 
money” may be executed by compelling individ- 
uals to loan; otherwise, “the power would have 
been granted in vain.” Apply this monstrous 
principle to the present state of things in this 
country. Your Treasury isexhausted. There is 
at this momenta deficit of many millions. Your 
soldiers are unpaid; your militia, in the inclem- 
ent season of Winter, are discharged without mo- 
ney enough to defray their expenses to their homes. 
You have used every effort to borrow money, in 
the ordinary mode, “in vain.” You have not 
been able to obtain sufficient to discharge the in- 
terest of the public debt, and save the Treasury 
notes falling due from being dishonored. In truth, 
the Government is on the verge of bankruptcy! 
Now, with this convenient power at your com- 
mand, why not borrow money at the point of the 
bayonet? If you do not, the power to borrow 
has “been granted in vain.” Nay, why not, if 
this mode should fail, take the people’s property 
to “support your armies,” or sell it under the ham- 
mer, and give the owner a certificate for the pro- 
ceeds, as for so much money borrowed? Should 
you want precedents for such atrocious acts, you 
would find them in the history of the same des- 
potic Governments whose examples have been 
cited by gentlemen on this floor to prove the right 
and propriety of coercing American freemen into 
the ranks of your army. 

The honorable gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire (Mr. WessteR) has also most clearly dem- 
onstrated, that, if the construction given to the 
Constitution by the Secretary of War is correct, 
you have the power to take by violence the ships 
of your merchants, and convert them into ships 
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of war, and man your Navy by impressment. 
The conclusion of the honorable gentleman is 
inevitable, admitting the Secretary’s reasoning. 
The power “to provide and maintain a navy” is 
wholly unrestricted. “The conservation of the 
State” may, and in reality does, depend as much 
on acompetent naval as on aland force; and, there- 
fore, the same principle which sanctions coercion 
to raise an army, will bear you out in using the 
means stated “to provide a navy.” Yet, the 
same person who has attempted to impose the 
doctrine upon this body, that every man in the 
nation can be coerced into the Army, has, on an- 
other occasion, denied that a single citizen could 
be impressed into the Navy. In the instructions 
to our Ministers, appointed to negotiate a treaty 
with Great Britain, which he composed as See- 
retary of State, he says, that “ impressment is not 
an American practice, but utterly repugnant to 
our Constitution and laws.” What must every 
impartial man think of such morality? When 
one object is sought to be effected, it is asserted 
that coercion is “ utterly repugnant to our Con- 
stitution ;”? when another is desirable, we are told 
that “it would be absurd to doubt the right to 
employ it to every possible extent.” Or, are sea- 
men exempt from your power, and landsmen only 
subject to it? Surely no such absurdity as this 
will be insisted on. 

The practice of impressment, as exercised over 
her seafaring subjects by Great Britain, has been 
for years a fruitful theme of declamation in this 
House and elsewhere. The incessant efforts that 
were made to irritate the people against this cry- 
ing iniquity, as it was characterized, was not 
among the least of the causes which exasperated 
the public feeling, and prepared the country for 
hostilities. The sufferings of the incarcerated 
seamen in “the floating dungeons of England” 
haunted the imaginations of a certain class of 
politicians, and seemed to be the sole object of all 
their sympathies. Little did they suppose, that, 
in a very short time, it would become convenient 
for them to claim and execute this abhorred and 
despotic power over their own people, Gentle- 
men ought to take back the reproaches and denun- 
ciations against this practice, since they have 
become convinced that it is nothing more than a 
legitimate right, necessary to “the conservation 
of the State.” Unless, indeed, there is a distine- 
tion between the sufferings of him who is torn 
from his family and friends, and immured in one 
of the “ floating dungeons of England,” and him 
who shall be taken by like violence, and under 
like circumstances, and confined in an American 
ship of war. 

Sir, if in the execution of the powers expressly 
confided to this Government, you have the right 
to use arbitrary and despotic means to obtain the 
end, what will prevent you from imprisoning, 
for life, the man on whom you shall impose a 
capitation tax, which he is unableto pay ? Or what 
will prevent you from selling him asa slave in 
the market, to obtain the money which you may 
levy on him, when his poverty denies you the 
means of enforcing payment inany other manner? 
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Congress are authorized, by the Constitution, 
to define and punish certain crimes. They have, 
moreover, the power to create offences and pro- 
vide for their punishment, as necessary sanctions 
to their laws. In neither of these cases is their 
discretion expressly limited But can they, there- 
fore, direct that the accused shall be put to the 
rack, and that his confessions, extorted under the 
torture, shall be evidence to prove his guilt? If 
all these things can be done by this Government, 
without transcending its Constitutional limits, 
then has the blood of the Revolution flowed in 
vain—then was the manly and patriotic resist- 
ance made by the Father of American Independ- 
ence, to the claims of Great Britain, worse than 
useless—then was the solicitude of the framers 
of our Constitution, to “secure to themselves 
and posterity the blessings of liberty,” wholly 
unavailing. 

What becomes of the authority of the States, if 
the omnipotent power ascribed to this Govern- 
ment properly belongs to it? It will be a mere 
shadow—an empty name. You have already 
given capacity to persons under age to enlist in 
your armies, against the consent of their parents, 
guardians, or masters, while under the laws of 
the States they are incapable of making any 
contract. What prevents you from giving the 
same capacity to slaves, that they may become 
soldiers? There is no distinction in principle, and 
certainly none in reason. The incapacity of in- 
fants and slaves depends alike on the municipal 
laws of the States. Those who authorized the 
son, in the giddy moments of youth and indiscre- 
tion, to be torn from the bosom of his parents, 
will surely not stickle for the rights of the master, 
to secure to him his property in his slave. 

It is not only in these instances that the power 
of the States will be subverted, but the great 
principles of society, resting on municipal institu- 
tions, must be wholly overthrown. Let me state 
one or two examples. If you have the right to 
raise an army in any way which is calculated to 
attain the object, then you have the right to defeat 
the criminal justice of the States, by absolving 
from punishment those accused or convicted of 
crimes, On condition they enter your army. You 
may change the course of descents, and repeal 
the statutes of wills, by holding out the induce- 
ments to recruits that the sole inheritance of their 
ancestors’ property shall belong to them, and that 
their right shall not be defeated by any testamen- 
tary disposition. Is there a man who, in the face 
of this people, dare arsert that such powers be- 
long to this Government? And yet they un- 
questionably do, if it is correct that the power 
“to raise an army” is subject to no restriction. 

In relation to the militia, pretensions equally 
exorbitant have been advanced on the part of 
those in power. They are considered under the 
absolute control of this Government, to be called 
forth when it may think proper, in any number, 
to be set oe in any service, and retained for any 
period. Nothing can be more incorrect in princi- 
ple, and more dangerous in practice, to this com- 
munity, than this assumption. It effectually 
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prostrates the State sovereignties, and destroys 
the security of the people from oppressive mili. 
tary service. To me it seems evident that the 
general power over the militia was intended, by 
the authors of the Constitution, to remain wit) 
the States, while a special power, arising out of, 
and limited by, certain emergencies, was confided 
to thisGovernment. Thisis obvious to my mind, 
from the nature of the subject, as well as the ex. 

ress provisions contained in that instrument. 
The enlightened men, on whose labors depended 
the fate of their country, understood the nature 
of man, his thirst for dominion, and the character 
and tendency of human institutions ; they knew 
that political power, without physical means to 
secure it, and give it effect, was a mere mockery. 
Is it reasonable, therefore, to suppose that, while 
they transferred a portion only of the whole sov- 
ereignty to the United States, they intended 
invest them with an absolute control over all the 
poueee means of the community? What will 

e the condition of the States, should this con- 
struction obtain? They will be at the mercy 
of this Government. The most palpable infrac- 
tion of their rights must be submitted to. Ag- 
gression will succeed aggression, until consoli- 
dation shall terminate even the appearance of 
State authority. Sir, very different opinions 
were entertained in this country at the time the 
Constitution was adopted. It was considered 
(as is evident from a work of high celebrity 
written at the time) that the States were inde- 
pendent political bodies, whose powers and means 
afforded the best security against the encroach- 
ments of the General Government, and who 
would employ force, if necessary to resist such 
encroachments, whenever they should be seri- 
ously attempted.* How, I ask, can the States 
resist usurpation, if we possess a supreme and 

eneral power over the militia? They may, in- 
a call them to their aid to maintain the rem- 
nant of sovereignty ; but such call will be nuga- 
tory. The United States (according to the doc- 
trine of the day) may at any moment assume 
the control over them, and place them into their 
service, in which situation they are under the 
sole command of this Government, and subject 
to the rules and articles of war. Should any of 
them refuse to be employed, to further the pro- 
jects of ambition, and to prostrate the authority 

* The following is an extract from the forty-sixth 
number of the Federalist, written by Mr. Madison : 

“ But ambitious encroachments of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, on the authority of the State governments, 
would not excite the opposition of a single State, or a 
few States only. They would be signals of general 
alarm. Every Government would espouse the com- 
mon cause. A correspondence would be opened. 
Plans of resistance would be concerted. One spirit 
would animate and conduct the whole. The same 
combination, in short, would result from an apprehen- 
sion of the Federal, as was produced by the dread of 
a foreign yoke; and unless the projected innovation 
should be voluntarily renounced, the same appeal to 2 
trial of foree would be made in the one case as wa» 
made in the other.” 
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of their native State, punishment for mutiny 
awaits them. The minions of power will be 
ready to execute upon them the despotic provi- 
sions of military law. 

There are other considerations which strongly | 
tend to establish that the general power over the 
militia was 
of the State. They are prohibited in time of 

ce from keeping in their service any regular 
force; yet it is indispensable to their own exist- 
ence that they should possess military means to 
maintain their own authority, to suppress con- 
spiracies and insurrections, and to repel invasions 
when suddenly made, or when the United States 
have not provided a force competent to resist the 
invader, How, I ask, can these objects be effect- 
ed, if the militia can, at the discretion of this 
Government, be withdrawn from their control ? 

What I have said hitherto on this part of the 
subject has arisen from the character of the 
American confederacy. My object was to show 
thatasthe whole sovereignty was divided between 
the States and the United States, so a division of 
the means to maintain each in its portion, would 
bea just inference deducible from those premises. 
That as the United States had general (and in 
time of peace exclusive) power to raise armies 
to effect the objects, it was rational to infer that 
a general power over the militia remained with 
the States, as necessary to the attainment of their 
ends. I will now beg leave to request your atten- 
tion to the express provisions of the Constitution 
on this subject. 

When that instrument was formed, it will be 
recollected that the sole power over the militia 
was vested in the States. By the Confederation 
they were enjoined “to keep upa well regulated 
militia ;” but no authority to employ them was 
granted to the United States in any event. They 
were, in every sense of the term, “the militia of 
the States.” In this situation of things, while 
the power of the States, in relation to this sub- 
ject, was general and exclusive, the new Govern- 
ment came into existence. Its powers were com- 
posed of all powers vested in Congress under the 
Confederation, and a portion of those belonging 
to the States. To obviate the necessity of keep- 
ing upa large Military Establishment in ordinary 
times, the United States were empowered to call 
“the militia of the States” to their aid in cer- 
tain sudden emergencies; to enable them to exe- 
cute their laws, repel invasion, and to suppress 
insurrections, And as, in the performance of 
those duties, it was possible that the militia of 
different States might be brought to act together 
in one corps, it became important that there 
should be uniformity in their organization and 
discipline. Hence arose the power of Congress 
over those subjects, as necessary instruments to 
render the service of the militia, in the cases pro- 
vided for, more effectual than could have been 
expected from the discordant regulations of the 
different States. 

Thus it appears to me that the power granted 
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‘inactive, until the emergencies provided for in 


the Constitution give it life and vigor; while 
the power of the States is general and exclusive, 
except so far as the actual existence of these 
emergencies interfere. From. this position it 
seems to me necessarily to follow, that the quali- 


deemed essential to the security | fied cannot be exercised in such manner as to 


destroy the general power; that the proper State 
authorities have the unquestionable right to 
judge for themselves, whether the actual situa- 
tion of the country demands the exercise of the 
qualified powers of this Government to call forth 
the militia. The principle is universal and ap- 
plicable in all cases. Where a general right 
exists in one, and a qualified right in another, 
over the same subject, he who possesses the lat- 
ter cannot be permitted to decide alone that his 
right attaches. If he could, his right, instead of 
being limited or contingent, would be absolute. 

By the provisions of the bill before you, a 
general power over the militia is assumed. They 
are not to be called forth when any Constitutional 
emergency shall authorize their employment; 
but the call is immediate and peremptory ; their 
service is not be limited by the duration of any 
such emergency, but by a definite and distant 

eriod, or by the discretion of the Executive, 
Nor is that service to be confined to the objects 
designated in the Constitution, but to be used for 
the general purposes of war. And these provis- 
ions are adopted for the avowed purpose of com- 

elling the militia, rather than submit to the 
leatahdee created by your law, to furnish reeruits 
for your army. It is not necessary for me to 
show that you have no more right to exact this 
commutation, than you have to demand the ser- 
vice from the militia. 

To give some plausibility to the high-handed 
measures proposed during the present session, 
attempts have been made to depreciate the value 
of the militia in the public estimation. The cry 
has been raised that they are wholly useless and 
incompetent to the defence of the country. It is 
observed by a celebrated writer of the last cen- 
tury, anal distinguished for his eloquence and 
his knowledge of public men, and public affairs, 
that those whose object it is to enslave the peo- 
ple, first endeavor to degrade them in their owa 
eyes. Where is our security against the usurpa- 
tion of those who command the public force, if 
the militia is thus inefficient? It is only neces- 
sary for the people to believe the libels so indus- 
triously circulated against them, and slavery must 
be their lot. Sir, I believe the militia more com- 
petent to the defence of the country against the 
predatory warfare of the enemy than any force 
you can obtain. Whenever the idea shall become 
general that you cannot rely on the militia, and 
some other force shall be substituted in their 
stead, it will beget the same indifference among 
the great body of the people which exists in other 
countries, If you once persuade them that their 
services, their privations, and their blood, are 
wholly unavailing, do you presume that they 


tous to employ the militia is in its character | will feel disposed to make useless sacrifices ? if 
qualified and contingent; always dormant and! it was possible for you to procure a regular force 
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of 200,000 men, on whom alone, for all military 
purposes, our whole reliance should be placed in 
this war, I do not believe that to all essential pur- 
the country would be better defended than 
it is at present. That portion of the force which 
would be spared from the Canadian warfare, 
must be distributed along our extended maritime 
frontier, in such manner as to occupy the most 
prominent and important points only. All other 
places must be left wholly defenceless, conse- 
quently to the enemy having the command of 
the water assailable. In such a state of things, 
the enemy would have only to dread the force 
actually embodied in the neighborhood of his 
attack, and make his movements accordingly. At 
resent he knows that every man in the country 
is one of its legitimate defenders, upon whose 
services it relies. That circumstance is calcula- 
ted to inspire him with a proper portion of cau- 
tion, and tends to limit the extent of his incur- 
sions. 

If the object of the enemy had been the con- 
quest of our country, and if that object depended 
on a few great and decisive actions in the field, I 
admit that the militia would not be the proper 
kind of force to oppose to him. In such actions, 
discipline and experience, which the militia, from 
the short periods and nature of their service, 
cannot possess, in an eminent degree, are generally 
essential to victory. 

We are frequently told that we oppose every- 
thing coming from the majority, and that we 

nothing calculated to save the country 
from the perils which surround us. This is an 
old and a stale accusation. As long as gentle- 
men are determined to disregard our counsels, 
how can they ask us to submit to the repeated 
mortifications of having our propositions reject- 
ed? On the present, as on many other occa- 
sions, however, the assertion is not founded in 
fact. The honorable gentleman from New Jer- 
sey (Mr. Stockton) has marked out the course 
for you in detail; permit me to repeat his admo- 
nitions, in substance. Abandon the project which 
experience has stamped with folly, of conquerin 
Canada. Manifest a determination to iiefend 
our country by Constitutional means. Banish 
rom you all idea of conscription to fill the ranks 
of = army. Inspire confidence by a just, lib- 
eral, and conciliatory policy ; and I hesitate not 
to say that the present dangers will pass away, 
and that the country will remain independent 
and free. 

I know that the situation of gentlemen in the 
majority is different from my own. Having by 
an ill-judged and unfortunate course of policy 
brought this nation into a condition admitted on 
all sides to be extremely perilous and alarming, 
they feel the high renpodeibilisy that awaits them, 
should the country perish in their hands. In the 
anxiety which such a situation necessarily begets, 
the character of the means will not be very scru- 
pulously examined, if there is hope that they 
will serve the end. Something is necessary to 
be done. I warn gentlemen against the influence 
of this sentiment. It has been the bane of this 
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country. Ever since I have had the honor of a 
seat in this House, it has given birth to all the 
measures connected with your foreign policy, 
The commencement of every session brought 
with it a deep conviction that something was 
necessary to be done, but it did not bring with it 
the lights requisite to judge correctly what it 
ought to be. Hence it happened that we were 
plunged from one difficulty into another still 
greaier, until, at last, we find ourselves in a con. 
dition almost hopeless, 

Sir, it is not my intention to menace gentle. 
men with the prospect of forcible opposition to 
their projects of coereing freemen into the ranks 
of the Army, but I will take the liberty to offer 
my admonition, Permit me to say that a period 
like the preseat, when your Treasury is exhaust- 
ed; when all your operations are almost at a 
stand for want of means to impel them, is not 
the season for violent measures. Every Govern- 
ment becomes imbecilitated when its finances 
become deranged; and in this Government, more 
than apy other, money is the vital principle of 
action. ‘I'he catastrophe which deprived Louis 
XVI of his life—that tremendous revolution 
which has been the cause of so mach calamity 
to the whole community of civilized man— 
would never have happened had not France been 
bankrupt in her finances. 

Mr. Hopkins, of Kentucky, said :—The silence 
I have imposed upon myself in many discussions 
deemed of great importance to our country, would 
not now be broken, had not arguments have been 
used against the constitutionality and expediency 
of this bill. The old mournful song of “ weak- 
ness and wickedness of the Administration,” at 
the tail of the cry of “ French influence,” is still, 
sir, the fashionable ditty, and chanted in all, as 
prelude or finale of every subject. I mean not 
to enter into a vindication of others; believing 
it is incident to our nature to err, and believing 
that the best of our fellow-citizens, raised by the 
suffrages of our country into the most exalted 
and honorable stations, do not thereby “ partake 
of the nature of angels,” but still remain the “ seed 
of Abraham,” I feel disposed to admit those ab- 
errations of the head, incident to our race; but [ 
deny, nor can it be proved, that the hearts of this 
Administration can be truly assailed with any 
taint, or the want of honor, intrepidity, or patriot- 
ism. Their actions are tested by the applause 
and approbation of the great majority of our 
country, and prove their worth and excellence. 
Their virtue and talents, “fair as the moon, bright 
as the sun, and (to the enemies of our Union) ter- 
rible as an army with banners,” need not my 
advocation. But I come to the questions. Are 
the provisions of this bill Constitutional? Are 
its exactments within the positive powers of Con- 
gress; and, if they are, is it expedient at this time? 

On looking into the Constitution, I find a power 
given, in the eighth section, to “ provide for the 
‘common defence of the United States, to raise 
‘ and support armies, to provide for organizing the 
* militia,and to make all laws necessary and proper 
* for carying into execution the foregoing powers.” 
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Permit me toask. Can words make power more | we might rally, sir—the weeping mother, the or- 


ample? Can language increase its attributes? 


Neither time, place, or occasion, limits this power. 
‘Tis positive—the Congress possess it, and are 
alone responsible for abuse of it. If, indeed, it 
were necessary to add to this well-defined power, 
| might be pardoned for quoting a statute of 
much greater antiquity and much higher au- 
thority, as well as more positive; a statute reg- 
istered in Heaven, and recorded in the great vol- 
ume of animate being, entitled Self-preserva- 
tion; twaching its lessons to brutes, and lectur- 
ing man, that whenever the occasion requires it, 
“it is meet that some should die for the people,” 
to prevent the whole nation from perishing. If, 
sir, such authorities as these fail to show the con- 
stitutionality of this bill, I confess I have none 
greater, and should despair of seeing the honor- 
able opponents to it convinced by “a decree from 
Heaven.” Sir, it is not sufficient to oppose para- 
doxes, sophistry, and argument, to the veritable 
assertions here made. Could gentlemen “ burst 
the cerements” of reason, logic, and syllogism, 
they would not be able to mar the features, ex- 
tenuate or shroud the meaning of those author- 
ities; their effects must be operative, and their 
force irresistible, 

On the expediency and present necessity of 
raising men for this war, will it be pardonable to 
dilate’? To say we are opposed by an enemy, 
ferocious, powerful, vindictive, actively employed 
at this moment, in burning, plundering, robbing 
and murdering our fellow-citizens on seventeen 
hundred miles of seacoast, would be repeating 
what we all know to be fact; to say that we ex- 
pect this enemy will be greatly augmented early 
in the next year, would express our belief. That 
our business here is to provide, as effectually as 
we can obtain the means, for the safety of our 
nation, none will deny. Who then will question 
the necessity of this bill, or some other equally 
remedial ? 

But, Mr. Speaker, as we advance towards this 
desirable object, at every step we are told of con- 
scription ; at this cabalistic word, horrors, gor- 
gons,and dire chimeras arise and follow in its 
train; the separation of father, mother, wife, and 


child, is grouped; the tender scenes of an everlast- | 


ing parting,are pencilled with a master’s hand, 
and woe, woe, woe, is portrayed with the powers 
of the most enchanting eloquence. My feelings 











phan, the murdered or imprisoned father or son, 
the hoary head and green youth, robbed, plundered, 
imprisoned or murdered, by that infamous enemy 
who never spared when his avarice or violence 
were his dictators. 

If this recital excites horror; if it would make 
the swords of freemen fly from their scabbards, 
to repress and chastise a foe so barbarous, let me 
ask what additional feeling would edge them? 
There is existing, sir, a tale, yet untold ; the scenes 
were laid at Hampton, in Virginia, and St. In- 
igoes, in Maryland; a tale too horrid, too shock- 
ing, to bear expression here; a tale that would 
freeze your blood, excite your vengeance, and make 
ycu, like Hannibal, swear eternal enmity to the 
name of Briton; a tale that would make angels 
weep, and excite tender emotions from fiends; a 
tale, the truth of which is unquestionable, passing 
almost within sight and sound of your Capitol; a 
tale, repeated but the last week at Tappahannock, 
which plainly proves it the deliberate purpose of 
our enemy to persist. This tale, sir, will, | hope, 
reconcile gentlemen to the objects of this bill, 
and convince them of its expediency. Let them 
not be affrighted by the word conscription ; it is 
older than the oldest man here; well do I re- 
member it fifty-seven yearsago. Then, sir, I saw 
and recollected the parting of husband and wife, 
father and son. The occasion required it; the 
savage was upon the borders, and must be re- 
pelled; none murmured. In the war of the Revo- 
lution, this same conscription, or draught, which 
are but words to designate the details for military 
duty, saved your country. After the reverses in 
76, oa Long and York Islands, Fort Washington, 
&c., had almost destroyed every appearance of 
resisting further the arms of the foe; at a time 
when even hope was only kept alive and cher- 
ished by the example of that exalted man who 
led the feeble resistance of his country ; then, sir, 
at that hour of alarm and peril, the force raised 
by conscription saved us; and at every period 
through that eventful war, we know and feel its 


‘efficacy. Sir, when I hear it asserted here, that 


this law cannot be executed, the Eastern States 
will revolt, they will not submit to be detailed 
for the defence of this nation, of which they are 
a part, I feel astonished. Can you believe these 
assertions? What, sir! can it be credited that 
the sons, the offspring of those immortal bands 


were (1 am not ashamed to own) in sympathetic | who in 1775 first taught our enemy the might 
unison with the duleet sounds of chastened sor-| and prowess of freemen, and all America the 
row flowing from the lips of the honorable gen- | true principles and value of liberty ; who said to 
tleman from New Hampshire, in his tale of things | Britain, “the soil is our own, and you tread not 
yet to come, his group of apprehensions. When, | on it but by permission,” aud who have gone down 
alas! sir, the scene changed from fancy to re- | into the dust, mature in years and ripe in honors ; 
ality, from the visionary idea of possibility, to the | will their descendants, pious, learned, industrious, 
melancholy, mournful catastrophes of substantial | and patriotic, wage war against their Govern- 
misery. What busy scene-shifter of the brain | ment, because of the new exposition of a phrase, 
drew the curtain, and presented the cold-blooded | or definition of a word, in a law prescribing the 
murders, burnt and mangled corses of Raisin, | means of safety, at this hour of extreme danger ? 
Rapids, and Brownstown, the cooflagrations and | Gentlemen must pardon me for not admitting 
sacking of Black Rock, Havre de Grace, Wash-' conclusions so uncharitable (I had almost said) 
ington, and every assailable part of the Chesa-| so invidious, from their premises; it is not pos- 
peake and its tributary streams! Here, indeed, | sible. 
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Mr. Irvine, of New York, spoke as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, it appears to me, that the nice 
distinctions, that have heretofore been made, -be- 
tween a defensive and an offensive war, are no 
longer ofany consequence. The ground on which 
the war commenced, can no longer, it is presumed, 
affect the question, whether hostilities shall be 
carried on with every efficient means within 
our power. The terms proposed by the British 
Commissioners have been communicated to this 
House; and the question now is, whether these 
terms are to be accepted, or, whether we are to 
employ the means Providence has placed within 
our reach in the expectation of procuring better ? 
Sir, I would ask any gentleman in this Assem- 
bly, whether he is willing toaccept of these terms— 
to dismember the territory of the United States, 
to lop off the hands and arms of this country, and 
thus deliver her a prey to the enemy ; or, at any 
rate, take from her every future hope of obtaining 
either satisfaction for injuries, or security against 
the exercise of oppression on the ocean? If he 
says he is willing to do this, it is well; he takes 
this stand, and we know what he means by oppos- 
ing this measure. But if, on the other hand, by a 
feeling of generous indignation at these new and 
unwarrantable claims, that violate the integrity 
of this country, and outrage every seinetple of 


reciprocity, he answers, that he will not make’ 


peace on such ignoble terms; then, if he differs 
with me, it is only as to the expediency of this 
measure, or its capacity to answer the purpose 
for which it is intended. It is with a view of in- 
vestigating these two points that I enter into this 
debate; for I do not believe there is any honora- 
ble gentleman in this House who would recom- 
mend a oe on the terms which have been 
offered. If there is, I should consider it idle to 
address myself to such a person. It is impossible 
to. create a soul under the ribs of death—and I 
would consider it equally hopeless to reason against 
the want of certain feelings, or attempt to excite 
emotions in a breast steeled by insensibility. 

I would, then, ask, are the present means of 
raising an army adequate to the exigencies of the 
present crisis? No, sir. The history of the war, 
and the experience of every day, are a sufficient 
answer to this question. What with the habits 
engendered by a long peace—the want of means 
to pay the enormous bounties, which are neces- 
sary to tempt the prosperous multitude of this 
country—and, most of all, the various and unjus- 
tifiable means that have been resorted (to, for the 

urpose of impeding or discouraging enlistments 
it is found totally impossible to fill the ranks o 
the Army. Are the militia ordered out? It is 
called oppression. Are they selected by lot? 
Gentlemen cry out conscription—as if there was 
any analogy between the temperate behests of the 
law, and the arbitrary will of a despot. Should 
any man be willing to enlist voluntarily, he is told, 
that his pay will be withheld, for that, in New 
England, several soldiers have sold their certifi- 
cates at a loss of fifty per cent. And this fact, 
which, if it be true, was the result of a panic aris- 
ing from the suggestions of some patriotic adviser, 
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or conscientious /broker, who wished to take ad- 
vantage of his credulity, is trumpeted from one 
end of the country to the other—hawked about 
in newspapers, and recorded in triumph by the 
friends of their country. 

What then remains for us, sir? Are we to go 
on in this miserable ricketty mode of warfare to 
the eod of time, and waste our resources by drib- 
lets, in this preposterous economy —this lady-like 
forbearance of using the means in our power? 
Or are we, by one manly and decisive effort, to 
do that at once, which we must do at last, or sub- 
mit toa most dishonorable peace? This is not 
the land of Colcbis—you cannot sow dragons’ 
teeth and reap armed men; you must resort to 
human means—and all human means, hitherto 
tried, have failed; we must, therefore, find others, 
or we must crouch and cringe, and say to the 
enemy, in the debased and whining language of 
cowardice, “take all we have, but spare our lives.” 

Sir, as a means of raising an efficient army, I see 
nothing unconstitutional or illegal in the bill before 
us, nor, indeed, any very extraordinary hardship. 
If the country is worth defending, and I do trust 
some part of it, at least, will be considered so, there 
appears no very good reason why men should 
not be called upon to perform that duty. The 
framers of this Constitution thought so, and they 
invested the General Government with the power 
of calling out the militia, as a sufficient defence 
against any force that might be brought against us. 
If, sir, this resource is withheld by the delicate 
scruples of some State authorities—if pretence, or 
construction, or quibble is resorted to—or if men 
shelter themselves behind an ambiguity, are the 
country, the lakes, and our honor, to be sacrificed 
in consequence? I hope not—I trust not—I am 
sure not. I do believe there is spirit enough in 
this House to resist both foreign and domestic 
foes, and energy sufficient to surmount the ima- 
givary barriers of the Constitution, which rather 
seem to invite the aggressions of the enemy than 
to afford safety to those whom this very Consti- 
tution was intended to protect. 

I say imaginary barriers, because I see nothing 
in the Constitution which opposes this classifica- 
tion. It is true, sir, 1am no lawyer, expert in 
legal subtleties, and equally expert in applying 
either end of the glass to an object, ag it suits his 
purpose, to increase or diminish it. But there is 
one rule of law, to which I have not been inat- 
tentive, and that is, to consult the intention of 
the law which we are to expound. What was 
the intention of that section of the Constitution 
which provides for calling out the militia; in 
short, sir, what was the whole object of the 
Constitution itself? It was framed solely for the 
eres of combining the people of the United 

tates intoa community for mutual defence. I 
therefore, the usual resource of militia is insuffi- 
cient, we resort to regular enlistment ; and if that 
fails, what are we to do but try more efficient 
means, or surrender the honor, and barter the in- 
terests of the country for imaginary Constitutiona! 
scruples ? 

Sir, there is one political axiom that cannot be 
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controverted; the country must be defended ; 
and whether this is done by drawing the enemy 
to a distance, or receiving him at our doors, isa 
matter of liey, and not of conscience. It does 
not alter she principle one single hair’s breadth. 
For my part, sir, [cannot find in the Constitution 
any one principle that militates against classifica- 
tion any more than against a draught, or conscrip- 
tion, as some gentlemen call it. If there was, 
cases might occur, even then, to justify such a 
measure, as indispensable to self-defence, which, 
while that necessity lasts, supersedes all other 
laws but those of nature. 

But it appears to me, that sometimes we “strain 
at a gnat and swallowacamel.” There is a fun- 
damental principle in the Constitution which re- 
quires the minority to submit to the will of the 
majority, constitutionally expressed—yet some 
in our country have we that; there is ano- 
ther, that “ no State shall enter into compact with 
another State’—some have quite forgotten that ; 
and there is a sacred principle of union pervading 
every article of the Constitution—and some have 
quite forgotten that. 

No! Mr. Speaker, having so glorious an inheri- 
tance, equal to that promised land that the Jews 
were forty years suffering in the wilderness in the 
hope of spalsion, is it not wonderful, that instead 
of devising ways and means for defending aud 
securing the precious possession, we should be 
seeking for quibbles to render useless the means 
that God has provided for its defence ? 

Sir, we hear the Executive of the United States 
every day charged with incapacity in carrying on 
the war; but how could we have expected any- 
thing else, when we take into consideration the 
situation in which he has been placed? Instead 
of providing money by taxation, we chose to re- 
sort to the expedient of loans, and sent our Gov- 
ernment out borrowing, until they returned penni- 
less. The consequence has been, that instead of 
employing their time the Summer past in devis- 
ing plans how they could most annoy the enemy, 
they have been scuffling with national penury— 
peer to know, from day to day, how they 
could employ to the best advantage their stinted 
means—how they could exist from hour to hour, 
with an exhausted Treasury, and a depreciated 
credit. It is in vain to expect a well-conducted 
war and an efficient Administration, unless we 
provide money and men to produce both. 

Sir, gentlemen talk of this General Government 
as if it were a self-supported superior being; some 
abstract and independent power ; some ‘cloud-en- 
throned Hercules, on whom we are to depend for 
overcoming our difficulties, without any exertion 
of our own. What is the Government of the 
United States, but an aggregate of the physical 
power and wealth of the people at large? It is 
from those it derives its strength and its energy; 
and if those are withheld, I, for one, should like 
to know what means gentlemen would propose 
for the purpose of supplying that strength and 
energy. Sir, you might as well wither this arm 
by a powerful spell, and stop the current of blood 
that eos in these veins, and then, when the arm 
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| was rendered pom and the heart ceased to 
| beat, deride the body for being inert and mo- 
tionless. 

__ There is but one way of giving energy to a free 
| Government that I know of, and that is by being 
| liberal, not reckless, of the public resources; and 
| it is the special duty of this House, charged as it 
is with that distribution, to be careful, while it 
| guards the public wealth from waste, and the 
people of this free country from oppression, to 
give to the Government the means of being strong 
and energetic. 

If we refuse these means, the gentlemen on the 
other side, who, after having clamored for taxes 
as they did for war, and afterwards voted against 
both, may, if they please, charge the Administra- 
tion with not being energetic; they may attempt 
to lift the load of responsibility from themselves 
but it will cling to them with the pertinacity of 
some natural deformity ; and, though they may 
perchance deceive themselves, those who trace 
effects right home to their true causes, will point 
to this House, which, with a most prodigal econ- 
omy, refused to bestow, what it was content the 
Government should borrow, at a rate of interest 
beyond what any individual who was not desper- 
ate in fortune and reputation ever paid. 

I came not here, sir, as the advocate of any 
| Administration whatever, but as an agent from 
‘the part of the country I represent to promote, 
| according to the best of my judgment, the public 

good. Still, [ think it the part of every honest 
man to vindicate the rulers of his free choice, 
when he thinks they are unjustly calumniated. 
Neither do | impeach any man’s motives in say- 
| ing, that when gentlemen accuse the Executive 
with want of energy, they may as well go a little 
further, and accuse the body of not taking care 
* the limbs, when the limbs have refused to do 





their office. 

It is this mistaken, this fatal economy, that ac- 
counts for the ill conduct of the war, of which 
gentlemen every day, and on all occasions, com- 
plain. No matter what may be the subject before 
us, we are condemned on every question to hear 
a repetition of the same arguments. The clock 
does not strike, or the sentinel walk his rounds, 
more agen than some gentlemen go the sing- 
song round of “ unjust, unnecessary, and unnatu- 
ral war.” They are continually reminding us of 
the unfortunate cook, who, for want of a little 
genius to diversify his dinners, every day served 
up the same dull round of “three roasted pigs, 
three buttered apple pies.” Whenever they are 
asked for men or money, they either fly out into 
a passion and scold the Administration roundly, 
or they resort to as many excuses as a miser 
duoned for some miserable pittance. One gen- 
tlemen will not give his money, because his sec- 
tion of the Union is not represented in the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. Why, sir, this is 
the first time that I have ever heard the doctrine 
of the union of taxation and representation nar- 
rowed down to such miserable localities. If such 
a principle is to be introduced into this House, 
there is not a measure that may not be opposed 
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on this ground. Every State must be represented 
in each committee; and the F precoes g of local in- 
terests, local prejudices, and local partialities, 
would in all probability most effectually prevent 
any well digested report from ever being made to 
this House. 

Sir, itis here, on this floor, that the final de- 
cision on every report is made; and, so long as 
any member of this House can here freely deliver 
his sentiments and utter his objections in lan- 

that suits either the suavity or malignity 
of his own disposition, it does appear to me a 
matter of perfect indifference whether his section 
of the Union is represented in the committee 
or not. 

Sir, I repeat again, it is this mistaken economy 
which, by withholding what is necessary, renders 
what it bestows almost useless, that accounts for 
the all bad conduct of the war, on which 
the gentlemen dwell with such wonderful and 
incessant pertinacity. Not having money, the 
Government could not procure men; and not 
having men, they could not undertake any ex- 
tensive and a enterprise. And this, in my 
opinion, is all the bad conduct that can be prop- 
erly charged upon the Administration. Even 
thus circumscribed by our jealous economy, what 
one advantage has the enemy gained, except the 
solitary one of injuring this capital? And that, 
in a national point of view, as affecting the spirit 
of the nation, has been rather a good than an evil. 
Something was necessary to rouse the dormant 
spirit of the nation, and this has effectually done 
it. But even this disaster is to be attributed to 
our own imprudence—not in expending but with- 
holding the public resources. The want of money, 
so imperiously felt at the Treasury, which pre- 
vented the raising of men, prevented the possi- 
bility of having a sufficient forve ready to repel 
the enemy at every avenue of attack ; it prevented 
the erecting of necessary fortifications at every 
vulnerable point; and it prevented the doing any- 
thing, until the dangers of the moment called the 
attention of the Government to act. 

Unable to obtain means for expenditures that 
were absolute in their demand, such as the sub- 
sistence of troops, the supplying arms, ammuni- 
tion, ordnance, clothing, &c., for those already 
employed, and for erecting fortifications where it 
was conceived they were immediately wanted, 
those contingencies that were apparently remote 
were not taken into consideration; they were of 
necessity neglected; and hence the opportunity 
oe to the enemy to make an incursion into 
this place; and here we are to look for the cause 
of the inefficiency of the present Administration. 
We did not provide in time the means to enable 
them to be efficient; and any Administration 
would have been inefficient under similar cir- 
cumstances. 

I urge these remarks on this House, consider- 
ing it a thinking, reflecting, body ; a co-ordinate 
branch of the Government; and equally bound 
with the Executive, in the laws that are framed, 
to consult the interests and promote the safety of 
the people. When, therefore, we accuse the Ex- 
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ecutive of not performing what we did not afford 
him the means to perform, we either treat him 
unjustly, or we virtually declare ourselves mere 
automatons, to be directed by his will, which is 
notoriously not the case. Sir, let us try to do 
better in future. Let us provide ample means to 
insure success, and then, and not till then, can 
we hold the Executive responsible for disaster 
and disgrace. 

Sir, this is not a time to talk, buttoaet. When 
our Army is composed of a mere handfal of men. 
and our Treasury empty, so that it cannot provide 
for this gallant handful; when an enemy, power- 
ful and active, is beating against our shores like 
the strong wave of the ocean; when everything 
is at stake; when personal safety, property, and 
ime pe valuable, and everything dear to us, 
lie all exposed to the mercy of momentary events; 
and when, in the language of Scripture, we may 
emphatically say, “we know not what a day may 
bring forth,” surely, such is not the moment for 
parsimonious feelings in raising taxes, or for forced 
constructions to defeat the means for raising men. 
If we are parsimonious now, the next year every- 
thing is to be done over again; the same expense 
is to be repeated, and the same result ensues. Sir. 
this is the way to exhaust a country without pro- 
ducing one single good. It renders her sacrifices 
of no avail; it is neo | up victims without a 
hope that the offering will be accepted ; it is bleed- 
ing a little every day, till the patient is exhausted, 
while the disease remains. 

The motion was further opposed by Messrs 
Forsytu, Trovr and Braptey, and advocated 
by Mr. Grosvenor. 

After refusing several times to adjourn, the 
question on the motion for indefinite postpone- 
ment was decided as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brig- 
ham, Burwell, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Dave 
Pennsylvania, Ely, Gaston, Grosvenor, Hale, Hender- 
son, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, 
Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, 
Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schure- 
man, Sheffey, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of New York, 
Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, ‘Thompson, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts—55. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, 
Bradley, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of 
New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, ving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, Mc- 
Lean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Par- 
ker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sey- 
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bert, Sharp, Smith of sets Smith of Virginia, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New 
Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
and Yancey—95. 

Two or three ineffectual attempts were then 
made to adjourn. 

The question being then stated on concur- 
ring in the first amendment to tne bill, as agreed 
tom Committee of the Whole, which amend- 
ment authorizes the President to call directly on 
the officers of militia in case of the refusal of the 
Governors of the States to aid in the execution 
of the law— 

Mr. Warp, of Massachusetts, spoke a short time 
in opposition to it. 

The question was then taken on coneurring in 
this amendment, and agreed to—For the amend- 
ment 87, against it 42, as follows: 


Y¥uas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, 
Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Chappell, Clark, a 
Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creig 7 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Eppes, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson 
of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, 
Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sharp, Skinner, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, ‘Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey—87. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, Ca- 
perton, Champion, Cooper, Culpeper, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Ely, Gaston, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, King of Massachusetts, Lewis, 
Lovett, Macon, Miller, Moseley, Pickering, Pitkin, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Sheffey, Stanford, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Wright—42. 


The question, on a motion of Mr. Mixter, to 
adjourn (at 6 o’clock) was then taken by yeas 
and nays—for the motion 53, against it 75. 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, then moved to post- 
pone the bill and amendments to Monday.—Ne- 
gatived. 


ennsylvania, Wright, 
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land, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Lewis, Lovett, 
Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Moseley, 
Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, John Reed, Rich, Roane, 
Ruggles, Seybert, Sheffey, Skinner, Smith of Virginia, 
Stanford, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and 
Wright—62. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Avery, Barnett, 
Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Chappell, 
Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Denoyelles, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Gourdin, Griffin, Hasbrouck, Hopkinsof Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolinia, Lefferts, Lyle, McKim, Nelson, New- 
ton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickering, Pickens, Rea of Penn- 
nia, Rhea of Tennessee, Robertson, Sage, 8 i. 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Udree, Webster, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey—57. 

A motion was thea made by Mr. Macon, fur- 
ther toamend the first section of the bill, by strik- 
ing out the quotas assigned to each of the States, 
and, in lieu thereof, to insert: 


From New Hampshire - - - + 3,100 
From Massachusetts - - - - 10,036 
From Rhode Island . - - - 1,100 
From Connecticut - : : : - 3,720 
From Vermont - - - - - 3,032 
From New York - - - - - 12,405 
From New Jersey - - - : - 3,087 
From Pennsylvania - - : - 10,652 
From Delaware’ - - : : - - 803 
From Maryland’ - - - - - 3,395 
From Virginia . - - - - 17,697 
From North Carolina” - - - - 5,217 
From South Carolina’ - - - - 2,870 
From Georgia - - - - - 1,875 
From Kentucky - - - - + 4,025 
From Tennessee - - - : - 2,725 
From Ohio - - + - - - 2,860 
From Louisiana - - - - - + 428 


And the yeas and nays having been required 
on this motion, the House at length adjourned, 
a little before 8 o’clock, after a sitting of nearly 
ten hours. 





Monpay, December 12. 

A new member, to wit: from scot a 
Amos SLAYMAKER, appeared, produced his cre- 
dentials, and took his seat, in the place of James 
Whitehill, resigned ; the oath to support the Con- 


The House then proceeded to consider and stitution of the United States being first admin- 


separately to 


ported by the Comtaittee of the Whole. That 


agree to all the amendments re-| istered to him. 


Mr. Taytor, of New York, presented the pe- 


amendment made in the Committee of the Whole, tition of sundry merchants, and other citizens of 
on motion of Mr. Evpes, to reduce the term of | New York, praying for the establishment of a 


service of the militia to be draughted from two 
years to one year, was agreed to by the following 
vote: 

Ysuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Barbour, Bard, 
Baylies of Massachusetts, Bradbury, Bradley, Breck- 
enridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Cannon, 
ve Culpeper, Cuthbert, Desha, Ely, Eppes, Fisk 
of Vermont, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Hawes, Henderson, Hum- 
phreys, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of Mary- 


general bankrupt law; which was read. 

Mr. T. said, he had desired the reading of this 
memorial, for the purpose of calling the attention 
of the House more particularly to a subject of the 
utmost importance. Among the signatures to 
that petition were the names of persons who had 
contributed millions to the revenue, and of others 
who had, within a short time, bestowed thousands 
of dollars on charitable institutions; men than 
whom there were none more respectable in the 
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nation, They look to Congress alone for relief 
from the difficulties into which they have been 
plunged by the recent embarrassments of com- 
merce; by whom alone they can be relieved, if 
the recent decision of the circuit court of Penn- 
sylvania be confirmed, &c. He, therefore, moved 
that the memorial be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary.—Agreed to. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill to provide 
additional revenue for defraying the expenses of 
the Government and maintaining the public 
credit, by laying a direct tax within the United 
States, and to provide for assessing and collecting 
the same; twice read, and committed. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of J. C. 
Hurlburt having been reported without amend- 
ment, was ordered to a third reading. 

The House then took up for consideration the 
amendments of the Senate to the carriage duty 
bill; which were agreed to. 


DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill laying a duty on distilled 
spirits, made a report thereon. Several of the 
amendments having been agreed to, the question 
was then stated on agreeing to that amendment 
of the Senate, which proposes to strike out the 
section allowing distillers to sell any quantity not 
less than one gallon of the liquor they distil. 

[The section thus proposed to be struck out of 
the bill was originally inserted, in the House, at 
the suggestion of Mr. Guotson, of Virginia, who, 
with others, contended that the law, as it now 
stood, hada most inconvenient and even oppressive 
operation on the people in the particular part of 
the country in which he resided, many of whom 
did not distil to the quantity which they are by 
law allowed to dispose of, and who were now pre- 
cluded from selling enough of the liquor they 
distil.to enable them to pay the tax on it.] 

The proposition to strike out this section was 
opposed by Mr. Guouson and Mr. Eppes, Mr. 

cKee of Kentucky, Mr. Macon of North Car- 
olina, Mr. Raza of Tennessee, Mr. Pickens of 
North Carolina, and Mr. Incuam of Pennsylva- 
nia; and supported by Mr. McKim of Maryland, 
Mr. Warp and Mr. Joun Reep, of Massachu- 
setts, Mr. Fisx of New York, and Mr. Porter. 

The question on concurring in the amendment, 
which goes to strike out this section, was decided 
in the negative by yeas and nays, which exhibit- 
ed the following result: For the amendment 71, 
against it 81, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Avery, Baylies of 
Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bines, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, 
Butler, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, Cox, Crawford, 
Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Denoyelles, 
Ely, Fisk of New York, Geddes, Glasgow, Gourdin, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Howell, In- 

ersoll, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
aw, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKim, Miller, 
Moore, Moseley, Oakley, Pickering, Potter, John 
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Reed, William Reed, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Seybert, Shipherd, Smith of New York, 
Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, 
Wheaton, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
Winter, and Wright. 

Nayrs—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Caperton, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Conard, 
Creighton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, 
McCoy, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Murfree, Nel- 
son, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pearson, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Roane, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Smith of Penn. 
sylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stuart, Tanne- 
hill, Telfair, Troup, Udree, White, Wilson of Pennsy|- 

| vania, and Yancey. 

All the amendments (this one excepted) were 

agreed to, and the bill returned to the Senate. 


DESTRUCTION OF BOOKS AND PAPERS. 


Mr. Pearson, of North Carolina, from the se- 
lect committee, to whom was referred the letter 
of Patrick Magruder, respecting the destruction of 
the library and papers belonging to the office of 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, made 
a report thereon, exhibiting a detailed view of the 
circumstances attending the loss of the library, 
which the committee conceive might have been 
preserved in whole or in part, and the vouchers 
for the contingent expenditures of the House of 
Representatives; and concluding with a resolu- 
tion, that be be credited with a certain sum, as- 
certained to have been expended by him between 
the 14th January, 1814, and the day on which 
the Capitol was destroyed by the enemy. The 
report was read by Mr. P. in his place, and or- 
dered to be printed. It is as follows: 


That the committee have satisfactory evidence that 
the library of Congress, consisting of volumes agreea- 
bly to the catalogue herewith submitted, was destroyed 
by the enemy on the 24th of August last ; and, also, the 
manuscript records, papers, and secret journals of Con- 
gress, mentioned in the communication submitted to 
this committee. In addition to the ascertainment of 
those facts, the committee have considered it their du- 
ty to form and express some opinion as to the degree 
of diligence and precaution exercised by the Clerk, and 
those in his employ, to prevent the loss which has 
been sustained. In doing this they have taken into 
consideration the threatening aspect of the enemy in 
the Chesapeake, the Potomac, and the Patuxent, al- 
most uniformly from the month of June to the period 
of their incursion on the city of Washington, and the 
apprehension which prevailed on this subject, as de- 
veloped by the committee appointed to inquire into the 
“causes of the success of the enemy in his recent en- 
terprises against this metropolis,” &c. They have 
also referred to the several Heads of Departments, and 
obtained information as to the time and manner of 
their removing and securing the papers and effects be- 
longing to their offices; which information the com- 
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mittee herewith submit as part of their report, con- 
tained in the letters marked Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4; from 
which it appears that measures, preparatory to a re- 
moval of the documents belonging to the several De- 

ments, were taken as early as the 20th and 2\st of 
August, and the removals all effected by the 22d; 
whereas no preparatory measures were taken to secure 
the library and papers appertaining to the office of the 
House of Representatives, or any efforts made to pro- 
cure the means of transportation till the afternoon of 
the 22d of August; after which time the committee 
were convinced that the means of transportation were 
difficult to obtain, if not impracticable. 


As to the absence of the Clerk on account of indis- 
position, as alleged, the committee have not examined 
as to the particular nature and extent of that indispo- 
sition. They will only say that it was, or ought to 
have been, serious and alarming, to have justified his 
absence under the circumstances which then existed. 
The committee are, therefore, constrained to express 
the opinion, that due precaution and diligence were 
not exercised to prevent the destruction and loss whicb 
has been sustained. 


In relation to the remaining subject of inquiry sub- 
mitted to the committee, viz: the amount of money 
aid on account of the contingent expenses of the 
ouse, since the first of January last, for which the 
Clerk ought to be credited, (the original vouchers hav- 
ing been destroyed in the conflagration of the Capitol,) 
the committee have no reason to disbelieve the state- 
ment of the Clerk, and his deputies, as to the destruc- 
tion of the vouchers alluded to. They have, however, 
experienced much difficulty, delay, and embarrassment, 
in their endeavors to ascertain and adjust the accounts 
of the Clerk, so as to do justice between the public 
and the individual. This task was the more arduous 
and unpleasant, from the circumstance of the Clerk 
himself disavowing any knowledge of the pecuniary 
transactions of his office, and referring the committee 
to his chief clerk, Colonel George Magruder, who, on 
application, appeared equally unable or unwilling to 
enter into such a specification of the accounts and ex- 
penditures as would enable the committee to form any 
probable result. He presented a general statement, 
(herewith submitted, marked M,) by which it appeared 
that the Clerk of the House of Representatives stood 
charged on the books of the Treasury with the sum of 
$50,863 16, and that he claimed credit for $48,000, 
for expenditures for contingent expenses of the House, 
from January, 1814, to 23d August of the same year; 
leaving a balance due the United States, on that day, 
of $2,863 16. The committee considering this al- 
leged amount of expenditure as being very great and 
unprecedented, for the same length of time, and pre- 
suming, as the Clerk was able to state a particular sum 
expended, and asmall amount remaining in his hands 
on the day his vouchers were destroyed, he might, 
from the same data which produced the results stated, 
by the aid of his recollection, the assistance of the 
clerks in his office, and the officers of the House, and 
especially by reference to the bank or banks in which 
his public deposites were kept, and individuals to 
whom the principal payments were made, furnish such 
specific statements as would have enabled the commit- 
tee to form a reasonable opinion as to the correctness 
of the general statement which had been presented, 
they deemed it their duty to require a statement of the 
principal items of ordinary expenditure, and the names 
of persons who had furnished them ; this information 
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was ultimately obtained by the admission of the chief 
clerk, the information of other officers of the House, 
and the knowledge which the committee themselves 
had of the most considerable objects of expenditure. 
All of which are stated in the account herewith pre- 
sented, marked A. The Clerk was then requested to 
ascertain, from such sources as seem practicable, the 
sums paid on account of those several items of expend- 
iture; some of which they know he could ascertain 
with certainty, and most of which with probable ac- 
curacy. In compliance with this request the commit- 
tee were furnished with the statement marked B.; the 
principal items of which are— 
To paying Messrs Way and Weightman, for printing 
and stationery - - - - $25,600 10 
To paying messengers of the House - 2,584 50 


The committee having obtained from the Treasury 
Department a copy of the last settlement made by the 
Clerk, on the 14th January, 1814, on account of the 
contingent expenses of the House of Representatives, 
and having examined the books of Messrs. Way and 
Weightman, as also the cashiers of the Bank of Wash- 
ington and the Union Bank of Georgetown, are satis- 
fied that the sum of $3,539 53 ought to be deducted 
from the $25,600 10, charged for printing and station- 
ery in the account rendered by the clerks, and marked 
B, as aforesaid. The same having, in the opinion of 
the committee, been already allowed, and included in 
the settlement with the Treasury on the 14th of Janu- 
ary, 1814; which settlement the committee herewith 
submit, marked T. 

The charge in account B, for the pay of messengers 
for the House, is manifestly incorrect, and exceeds 
their proper allowance by the sum of $518 55. 

The committee having allowed all other charges spe- 
cified and claimed by the Clerk, and having, by every 
means in their power, ascertained the items with which 
the contingent fund is chargeable, and made the most 
liberal allowance for its expenditure, submit the state- 
ment, marked A, as the result of their inquiry. 


From which it appears that, on settlement with the 
Treasury, on the 14th January, 1814, a balance re- 
mained in the hands of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, due the U. States, of $6,574 87 

That, from the 14th of January, 1814, to 
the 18th April, 1814, the Clerk drew 
from the Treasury the sum of - - 44,288 29 

Making thesum of - - - $50,863 16 
with which he now stands charged at the 
Treasury. 

That his expenditures since the above 
settlement, and such as the committee 
presume were not incladed in it, on ac- 
count of the contingent expenses of the 
House, to the 19th September, 1814, 
amount to the sum of - - - 


30,933 574 


Leaving a balance unaccounted for by the 
Clerk, and due the United States, of $19,929 58 


The committee recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Patrick Magruder, Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, be credited at the proper office of 
the Treasury Department with the sum of $30,933 574, 
for expenditures on account of the contingent expenses 
of the House of Representatives, from the date of his 
last settlement to the 19th September, 1814. 
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Navy Derantwent, Nov. 5, 1814. 


In obedience to the instructions from the Secretary 
of the Navy, to prepare for the removal and safety of 
the public documents and archives of the Navy Do- 
partment, on Saturday, the 20th day of August, 1814, 
and anticipating a difficulty in procuring wagons, he 
sanctioned the transportation by water, in boats up the 
Potomac river. 

On Sunday three of the clerks were employed pack- 
ing up, in boxes and trunks, all the books of record, 
papers, library, maps, charts, plans, stationery, tro- 
phies, various valuable instruments, paintings, prints, 
&c., ready for removal on the next day; and in the 
evening of Sunday, the 2Iist of August, two river 
boats, with their crews, were engaged for the purpose 
at the ordinary pay and wages. 

On Monday, the 22d August, two of the city carts 
were engaged, and all the boxes and articles in the 
Navy Department, (heavy desks and furniture ex- 
cepted,) were put on board a boat at the nearest wharf 
to the offices, and at 4 P. M. proceeded up the river as 
far as Georgetown. 

In the forenoon of Monday, the 22d, two large 
wagons with drivers presented themselves at the De- 
partment for employ, and on account of the previous 
arrangement to transport by water, they were trans- 
ferred to the Accountant of the Navy Department, 
who loaded them with the effects of his office. 

On Tuesday, the 23d August, the Chief Clerk, with 
one of the clerks of the Department, proceeded up the 
river Potomac, and passed through the locks and canal 
to a place of safety. 

There was no difficulty in procuring more boats 
and men enough to navigate them up the river above 
the falls. BENJAMIN HOMANS, Clerk. 


Tueasuny Deranrmuent, Nov. 5, 1814. 

Sim: Upon inquiry, I ee 
papers appertaining to the Treasury were pa 
up on Sunday, the 2ist of August, 1814, and sent off 
in the afternoon of the following day. 

It is also stated to me that much difficulty was - 
experi in ring carriages to transport the 
reas eal; ans that, in fact, two wagons, more 
than were eventually found necessary, were engaged 
by the Department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 


Joszru Pranson, Esq. 





War Department, Nov. 21, 1814. 

Sin: I have had the honor to receive your letter of 
the 2ist instant, inquiring at what time the papers 
belonging to the Department of State were removed 

i to the destruction of the public buildings in 
this city, and whether it was practicable for the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives to have obtained the 
means of removing the library and papers belonging 
to that House in the Capitol of the United States 
within the space of three days previous to that event. 

Having left this city on the Thursday preceding the 
24th of August for the neighborhood of Benedict, and 
having entered it afterwards, momentarily only, prior 
to the 24th, I have no knowledge, from personal obser- 
vation, of the means which might have been obtained 
by the Clerk of the House of Representatives, for the 
removal of the library and documents of that branch 
of the Legislature. 

Apprehending, when I left the city, that the docu- 
ments belonging to the Department of State would be 
in danger, I gave orders that they should be packed up 
and in readiness to be moved on notice of the ap- 
proach of the enemy. It was under this order, and 
on the subsequent notice, which was communicated, 
that they were removed to a place of safety on the 
22d of August. 

I have understood that the papers of the Depart- 
ment of War were likewise removed on the 22d of 
A 


Treasury Derartment, 
General Land Office, November 5, 1814. 

Sin; In the absence of the Commissioner I have 
the honor to reply to the questions in your letter of 
yesterday. 

On the Sunday preceding the destruction of the 
public buildings, the records of this office were pre- 
pared for removal. 

On Monday wagons were procured in the country, 
loaded in the evening, and the records removed the 
same night. 

As to the practicsbility of obtaining the means of 
conveyance on other roads than that which I travelled 
I cannot form an opinion, but on that roadI found no 
difficulty in procuring what I wanted for this office on 
that day. I am, very respectfully, 

JOHN ARDINER, Chief Clerk. 


Hon. J. Peanson. 
[The tables, being voluminous, are omitted.] 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate authorizing a draught of 
80,430 militia, for the defence of the frontiers. 

he motion of Mr. Macon, to place the appor- 
tionment of the draught on the basis of military 
strength (or free white population) instead of the 
basis of representation, on which it now stands, 
being under consideration— 

Mr. Kennepy spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, I have generally contented myself 
with giving a silent vote on most of the subjects 


ugust. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
obedient servant, JAMES MONROE. 
Hon, Joszru Pranson, H. of Reps. 





Navy Derantment, Nov. 5, 1814. 
Sin: In compliance with the request contained in 
your note of yesterday, requiring “such information 
as to the time when the papers of this Department 
were packed up and removed; and, finally, my opin- 
ion as to the practicability of obtaining the means of 
conveyance, for three days, immediately preceding the 
destruction of the Capitol by the enemy,” I have the 
honor to represent that, having, on Saturday, the 20th 
August last, directed the Chief Clerk of this Depart- 
ment to prepare for the removal of the books, papers, 
and effects of the Navy Department, and to procure 
transportation, I now enclose his state- 
ment of the facts and circumstances attending the 
execution of my order, as conveying more correct in- 
formation, in relation to the subject of your inquiry, 
than that which comes within my own knowledge. 
I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
A. JONES. 
Hon. Joszru Pzanson, Chairman, sc. 
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December, 1814. 


which have been presented to this House, after 
bestowing upon them the best consideration and 
the most mature reflection I was able to do, agree- 
ably to the powers which it has been my lot to 

ssess; but to remain silent on a question which 
involves the best interests of my constituents, as 
well as that of the whole Southern country, I 
think would be a wanton, if not a criminal ne- 

lect of duty, I must therefore beg to be excused 

or troubling the House with a few remarks. 

Sir, I hope the amendment proposed by my 
honorable colleague (Mr. Macon) will prevail. 
In all coalitions or unions formed by independent 
sovereign Powers for the attainment of any ob- 
ject which required military requisitions or requi- 
sitions of money, those demands have always been 
made upon the principles of military strength, 
and the ability to pay, and not in proportion to 
political strength or political privileges; it is the 
usage and practice of the world, founded in eter- 
nal justice and plain common sense. 

In the late coalition between Great Britain and 
the Continental Powers against the French Em- 
peror, which resulted in the overthrow of that 
Monarch, why was it not required of Sweden, 
who possessed all the political privileges of a free 
and independent nation, to furnish as many troops 
for that object as Russia or Austria? The 
answer is obvious, because she was not able, her 
population was not equal to the task, without a 
great sacrifice ; it could not be done without per- 
haps ruin and destruction to the State; justice 
therefore only required that the demand upon her 
should be made in proportion to her military 
strength, and in that ratio I presume her troops 
were furnished. 

The same principle was recognised and prac- 
tised by the Old Congress, under the Articles of 
Confederation ; each State had the same political 
strength, as to any vote in that body, yet notwith- 
standing, whenever any requisition was made by 
them upon the States for men, it was always in 
proportion to the physical strength of the States 
respectively, and not in proportion to their politi- 
cal rights, as independent sovereign Powers, nor 
in proportion to their ron to strength in the 
General Government of the nation; and every 
requisition for money was made in proportion to 
their ability to pay, and not in any other ratio 
whatever. 

But the gentleman from New York (Mr. Fisk) 
contends that a call for militia is a direct tax upon 
the people, and ought to be apportioned among 
the States, respectively, according to the number 
of their Representatives. In this opinion, I pre- 
sume, he thinks he is warranted by the second 
section of the first article of the Constitution, 
which says—“ Representatives and direct taxes 
‘shall be apportioned among the several States 
‘ which may be included within this Union accord- 
‘ing to their respective numbers, which shall be 
‘determined by adding to the whole number of 
‘free persons, including those bound to service 
‘ for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
‘taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.” 

This strange and alarming doctrine I will now, 
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sir, endeavor, to examine and refute. A call 
upon the States for militia is not a direct tax upon 
the people within the spirit and meaning of the 
Constitution, otherwise the tax would have to be 
collected, or rather, the duty would have to be 
performed according to representation, in the pre- 
cise manner that it would be imposed ; in 
order to see the impropriety of the opinion con- 
tended for, we have only to look at the absurdity 
to which the doctrine would lead us if pursued. 
Suppose an attack is made by the enemy on New 
Orleans; according to this idea, the President 
would be bound to call out the whole draughted 
militia from every State and Territory within the 
Union, in order that the service should be per- 
formed in the proportion that it was imposed, al- 
though one half of the number might not be 
wanted for the object; or, if this plan should be 
considered too expensive and inconvenient to the 
nation, he will then be driven to the alternative 
of ordering out the precise number wanted for 
the expedition from all parts of the Union. But 
still it must be done according to this ratio of rep- 
resentation, the inevitable consequence of which 
would be, the place attacked would be destroyed 
before a sufficient force could be brought to re- 
lieve it. 

If this reasoning be correct—and I presume it 
cannot be denied—then it must be plainly inferred, 
according to the doctrine contended for by that 
gentleman, that the President cannot with pro- 
priety order out the whole draughted militia from 
the States nearest tothe place invaded ; because, 
if there should be no occasion for ordering out 
the remainder of the requisition before a restora- 
tion of peace, the duty cannot be performed, ac- 
cording to representation. From which it is 
obvious, if this opinion is persisted in, the nation 
cannot be defended by the militia; and, in reality, 
it appears to me a vain and idle attempt, and be- 
yond the power of man. be the events what they 
may in respect to invasion, considering the extent 
of our country and the difference in the distance 
each detachment has to march over, to apportion 
the actual service of the militia among the States 
according to representation, like direct taxes, or 
in any other precise proportion whatsoever. This 
subject, therefore, was, in my judgment, very 
properly left to the sound discretion of Congress, 
who, it is presumed, will lay this burden upon the 
States as nearly equal, upon principles of justice, 
as the circumstances of the country will permit ; 
and no plan appears to me so consistent to those 
principles as the one which makes the apportion- 
ment according to the physical strength of each 
State, leaving the actual service to be controlled 
by future wants. 

But, before I leave this point, I will take the 
liberty to add one more remark. Suppose the 
President, agreeably to his power under the act of 
1795, upon a sudden and pressing emergency, calls 
out the whole militia en masse from one of the 
Northern States ; I would ask any gentleman, in 
order to comply with this opinion, how are they 
to be called out in the slaveholding States, when 
the whole body of their militia if called upon m 
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proportion to representation is not sufficient for 
the purpose. The idea really appears to me so ab- 
‘surd and preposterous that it will not even do to 
think about. 

Some gentlemen, however, are of opinion that 
the great object of this bill is to raise forty 
thousand regular troops; that the militia part 
of it is only to coerce the people to raise the 
troops from the Government, and is in its spirita 
direct tax upon them, and ought to be apportioned 
among the States according to representation. 
Sir, this burden, like most others, if gentlemen 
are disposed, may be compared to direct taxes, 
and although in its bearing and operation it may 
have the resemblance of such a tax, though nota 
direct tax in reality, yet it appears to me clear 
that if the spirit of the Constitution must be dis- 
torted for this purpose the utmost extent that gen- 
tlemen can go is to lay the additional burden 
upon the slaveholding States only in that propor- 
tion that the direct tax would bear to the whole 
revenue of the country ; andI am of this opinion, 
because if the forty thousand troops were actuall 
enlisted and paid by the Government, one-sevent 

rt only of the money that would be required 

or that purpose would be raised from the people 
by direct taxes, agreeably to the system of taxa- 
tion we are about to adopt the present session ; 
then if the slaveholding States must have an ex- 
traordinary burden laid upon them, that excess of 
burden ought only to be one-seventh part of the 
difference between a calculation made upon the 
score of free population, and a calculation on the 

round of representation, and not the whole of 
that difference, according to the provision of the 
bill which is moved to be stricken out. 

But suppose in exercising the delegated power 
“ to call forth the militia” it does not operate as a 
lever to the execution of another delegated power 
“to raise armies,” in the manner as! presume 
was contemplated by some gentlemen, and the 
probability of its having that effect appears to be 
considerably lessened by the change the bill has 
undergone, in altering the term of service from 
two years totwelve months; then the bill will re- 
sult in nuthing but a plain, common militia bill, 
the impropriety of apportioning which among the 
States according to representation, under such a 
law, I think I have already sufficiently shown. 

And I now contend, sir, that no part of this 
bill imposes a direct tax upon the people, within 
the letter, spirit, or meaning of the Constitution. 
I know that any inconvenience may figuratively 
be called a tax; but are we to impose burdens 
upon the people by tropes or figures, or are we 
bound by the principles contained in the Consti- 
tution of our country? I say that this is no 
direct tax; because the militia, when called into 
active service, receive a compensation for their 
trouble, and it never was known for the people 
to be reimbursed in a pecuniary manner by their 
Government for any tax imposed upon them: 
such an idea is totally inconsistent with the char- 
acter of a direct tax. 

And although a part, or the whole of the forty 
thousand regular troops should be raised by the 
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provisions of the bill, it will not on that account 
operate as a direct tax upon the people, because 
they are not bound to raise them. It will be a 
mere voluntary act, and amounts to nothing more 
than a commutation with the Government for 
militia service—in other words, a purchase of 
exemption during the war, from that militia duty 
which, by the institutions of our country, every 
free man is liable to perform. 

But why should we have recourse to argument 
to show what a direct tax is, when the Constitu- 
tion itself furnishes a plain solution to the ques- 
tion? The 8th section of the Ist article says, 
“The Congress shall have power to lay and col- 
‘ lect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the 
‘debts and provide for the common defence and 
‘ general welfare of the United States; but all 
‘ duties, imposts, and excises, shall be uniform 
‘ throughout the United States.” From the plain 
import and meaning of these words, nothing pro- 
perly can be understood, but a grant of power to 
raise money, and a specification of the purposes 
to which it should be applied. But, sir, if the 
idea of the gentleman from New York is a cor- 
rect one, that a call of the militia is a direct tax 
upon the people, then it will follow, as a necessary 
consequence, that the debts of the United States 
might be paid in men; a doctrine too monstrous 
ever to be thought of in a free country. 

Sir, the words “to pay the debts and provide 
for the common defence and general welfare of 
the United States,” do not contain a separate and 
distinct delegation of power, agreeably to the idea 
advanced by the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Hopkins) yesterday on another occasion. but 
only relate to the application of money, arising 
out of taxes, duties, imposts, and excises imposed 
by Congress; and this is the old Republican and 
true doctrine. Then it must follow, if draught- 
ed militiamen, by any construction whatever, are 
taxes, those taxes are applicable to the payment 
of the public debts, the absurdity of which doc- 
trine must be obvious to every person. 

I think this part of my argument might be 
safely rested here, but, before 1 leave it, I will 
make one remark. If a call of the militia is a 
direct tax, then that part of the Constitution 
which authorizes Congress to lay taxes, contains 
in itself a power also to call out the militia; 
which, if correct, renders that provision in the 
Constitution which authorizes Dolamee to call 
out the militia for three purposes, altogether use- 
less and nugatory. But the framers of that in- 
strument most assuredly used the word taxes, for 
the purpose of raising money only; and when 
used in that sense, it became necessary to insert 
the other provision in relation to the militia. 

Under these considerations I presume it must 
be 7 to every one that there is nothing in 
the Constitution which requires the apportion- 
ment to be made according to representation, 
and that every principle of justice and reason 
forbids it. Then I ask, in the name of Heaven. 
why are the slaveholding States, the weakest in 
the Union in proportion to their numbers, from 
the character of their population, to have this 
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extraordinary and excessive burden thrown upon 
them ? pie: 

The Constitution was formed in a mutual 
spirit of concession and compromise; it was agreed 
that three-fifths of the slaves should be repre- 
sented in Congress, and, as an equivalent for that 
privilege, it was conceded that in imposing direct 
taxes, they might be apportioned among the States 
according to representation; but it never was ex- 
pected that any other burden would be laid upon 
them for that privilege. Had this have been 
anticipated, is it possible that the Constitution 
would have been adopted by them? [ rather 
think not. 

Sir, this excessive burden cannot be laid upon 
the slaveholding States for this political privil- 
ege with any more propriety than you can lay 
an extraordinary burden upon the small States of 
Delaware and Rhode Island for the political 
privilege of having an equal representation in the 
Senate, and of course an equal vote there with 
the largest State in the Union—although they 
have not, respectively, one-twelfth part of the 
population. I am, therefore, clearly of opinion 
that every Representative of a slaveholding State 
ought to endeavor to arrest this principle in its 
progress, and never by their votes suffer it to be 
fixed upon them as an established practice, which, 
when once adopted, will probably never end but 
with the Constitution itself. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Catnoun) will vote for this provision of the bill 
as it now stands, upon the ground of liberality 
and generosity; that, as the Routhev States had 
a considerable agency in the declaration of war, 
and bringing about the present state of things, he 
is wines to take hold of the laboring oar. If 
the gentleman, in giving his vote, would impose 
an extraordinary duty only upon himself and his 
constituents, I do not know that any others would 
have a right to murmur; but when that vote is 
not confined to his own district, but operates 
through the whole slaveholding country, and 


upon many who are not disposed to be thus 
generous, | think there is some cause of com- 
plaint. Nor, sir, dol approve of the ground of 


patriotism upon which the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia = Troup) places his vote on 
this occasion. | have not the least doubt but both 
of those gentlemen feel the sentiments which 
they express, but they are high-sounding words, 
which we have long been used to in the southern 
country, and which we have always paid dearly 
for. If the slaveholding States bear an equal 
share of their country’s burdens, it is all that can 
or ought, in justice, to be demanded of them; that 
far | believe they will always be willing to go, 
but not beyond. 

1 do now most earnestly beseech gentlemen 
who represent those States, that are equally con- 
cerned in producing the existing state of things 
with the slaveholding States, that they will, on 
the present occasion, act towards us with some 
degree of maguanimity and justice, and not ease 
themselves of a burden, by placing it upon the 
shoulders of others who are much less able to 
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bear it; and I call upon the gentleman from New 
Jersey, (Mr. Srocxron,) who has shown himself 
in the discussion of this bill, to be the able advo- 

cate of civil liberty, and the rights of the people 

under the Constitution, that he will not suffer the 

spirit of that instrument to be violated by this 

unjust provision. With these remarks I submit 

to the good sense of the House whether the pro- 

posed amendment ought not to prevail. 

Other gentlemen spoke for and against the mo- 
tion; which was at length decided in the nega- 
tive by the following vote: 

Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Archer, Barbour, 
Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, Breckenridge, 
Burwell, Caperton, Caldwell, Chappell, Clark, Clop- 
ton, Conard, Crawford, Culpeper, Desha, Earle, Eppes, 
Evans, Findley, Forney, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, 
Glasgow, Goodwyn, Hall, Hawes, Humphreys, Ing- 
ham, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Ken- 
nedy, Kent of Marylund, Kerr, Kershaw, King of 
North Carolina, Lewis, Macon, McCoy, McKim, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, 
Pickens, Pleasants, Roane, Robertson, Sevier, Sharp, 
Sheffey, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stuart, Tannehill, 
Telfair, White, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and 
Yancey—66. 

Nars—Messrs. Avery, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, 
Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, 
Comstock, Condict, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Ely, Farrow, Fisk 
of New York, Forsyth, Geddes, Griffin, Grosvenor, 
Hale, Harris, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Irving, Irwin, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Kent of New York, Kilbourn, King of 
Massachusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, 
Markell, McKee, Miller, Moseley, Murfree, Oakley, 
Parker, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvonia, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Rich, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, Seybert, Ship- 
herd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Troup, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, 
Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter—91. 


The bill having been further amended— 

A motion was made by Mr. Wessrer. of New 
Hampshire, toamend the bill by striking out these 
words, as applied to the term of service of the 
draughted militia: “for the term of one year 
from the time of meeting at the place of rendez- 
vous, unless sooner discharged,” and to insert these 
words, “to serve for the term prescribed by ex- 
isting laws ;” that is, to serve for six months in- 
stead of one year. 

On this motion a question of order arose, when 
the Speaker decided it to be in order; and his 
decision being appealed from, was confirmed by 
yeas and nays—129 to 29. 

After some debate on this point, the question 
= Mr. Wessrer’s motion was decided as fol- 
ows: 


Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Avery, Baylies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, But- 
ler, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, Cooper, 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Militia Draughts. 











884 


Decemser, 1814. 








Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
noyelles, Ely, Farrow, Gas- 
ton, Geddes, Gholson, Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Hen- 
derson, Howell, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Ken- 
nedy, Kent of New York, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Miller, Moseley, 
, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, 
illiam Reed, Rich, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Shipherd, Skinner, Slaymaker, 
Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, T'ag- 
gart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Web- 
ster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, Winter, and Wright—78. 
s—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Barbour, 
Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Caldwell, Calhoun, Can- 
non, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Condict, Conard, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Desha, Du- 
, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of 
orney, Forsyth, Franklin, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kent of Maryland, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Newton, Parker, Pick- 
ens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, 
Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Tannehill, Taylor, Tel- 
fair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey—79. 


So the motion was negatived by a majority of 





Nelson, Oakley, Orm 


A motion was then made by Mr. Ne cson, of 
inia, to recommit the bill to a Committee of 
hole ; which motion was negatived. 
. A motion was then made by Mr. Waicur, of 
Maryland, further to amend the first section of 
the bill by striking out the words, “to serve for 
the term of one year from the time of meeting at 
the place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged,” 
and to insert these words: “to serve a term pot 
exceeding seven months after arrivin 
place of rendezvous.” And, before deciding on 
the motion, the House adjourned. 





Tuespay, December 13. 


Mr. Incersoui, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the regulation of the 
courts of justice of Indiana; which was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
transmitting, in obedience toa resolution of the 
7th instant, a statement of forfeitures which have 
accrued to the United States on account of the 
purchase of public lands; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “authorizing 
the appointment of certain naval officers therein 
named,” in which they desire the concurrence of 


On motion of Mr. Erres, of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the bill to provide additional revenues for defray- 





ing the expenses of Government, and maintain- 
ing the public credit, by laying duties on various 
s, wares, and merchandise; which bill hay- 
ing been read over, the Committee rose, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 
he following motion was submitted for con. 
sideration by Mr. Wricut: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohib. 
iting the receipt of the paper of any bank in the Uni- 
ted States for any debts due on demand of the United 
States, which said bank shall refuse to receive the 
Treasury notes of the United States, already issued or 
hereafter to be issued ; and, also, into the expediency 
of issuing Treasury notes of small denominations. 


The said motion lies on the table. 


PETITION OF JAMES LINDSEY. 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of James Lindsey ; 
which was read, and the resolution therein con- 
tained was concurred in by the House, The re- 
port is as follows: 

That in the year 1802, Joseph Scott, the Marshal oj 
Virginia, sold, for the direct tax due thereon, a tract 
of land estimated at about eight thousand acres, sup- 
posed to be the property of Levi Judson, and lying in 
the county of Harrison and State of Virginia. Wil- 
liam Scott, of Trenton, in New Jersey, became the 
purchaser at the sale of the marshal, and has since 
sold the land in question to the petitioner. Itis stated 
by coe penn that, since the purchase of the land 
from William Scott, he has discovered that the land 
did not belong to Judson, and was therefore improperly 
sold as his property. He complains of having sustained 
damages in consequence of the contract, and asks of 
Congress such relief as may be just and equitable. 

Your committee are of opinion he is not entitled to 
relief from the United States : 

ist. Because it does not appear the land did not be- 
long to Judson ; no judicial decision having been made 
thereon. 

2dly. Because William Scott, who was the purchaser 
at the marshal’s sale, sold to the petitioner, and who 
must be liable to him, if any person is. 

3dly. Because, under these circumstances, the Uni- 
ted States cannot be considered the warranter of the 
property sold. 

The committee, therefore, recommend to the House 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ough! 
not to be granted. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate, authorizing the President 
to call into service eighty thousand four hundred 
and thirty militia, for the defence of the frontiers. 

The motion of Mr. Wriacut, to make the term 
of service seven months after arriving at the place 
of rendezvous, instead of one year as the bill now 
stands, being before the House— 

Mr. WricuT supported this proposition by a 
few remarks, in the course of which, he decidedly 
expressed the opinion that no measure, except 
providing money, was necessary for filling the 
ranks of the Army. 
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Mr. Harats, of Tennessee, spoke as follows : 

Mr. Speaker, presuming from the vote which 
was taken yesterday, upon a question similar to 
the one now under consideration, that I shall 
yote differently from the most of my colleagues 
on the proposed amendment, [ beg the indulgence 
of the House while I submit the reasons which 
will influence my vote. 

I shall vote for it, sir, because a whole year is 
too long to keep militia in the field, and because, 
if the bill passes in its present shape, I find many 

entlemen are prepared to adopt it as a substitute 
or the more efficient measure recommended by 





_ the Secretary of War. But, while I am opposed 
- to the bill in its present form, I wish it to be un- 


derstood that I am not influenced by the reasons 
urged by gentlemen in the opposition. I do not 


_ believe with them that it is unconstitutional to 
- draught militia for twelve months, nor am I in- 


- duced to vote as I shall from their declamations 


against conscription. 

Before I proceed to examine into the objects 
and merits of the bill now before the House, | 
will take the liberty of noticing some of the ar- 

uments of an honorable gentleman from New 
ersey (Mr. Srocxron) upon the constitution- 
ality of its provisions. He says that the Govern- 
ment of the United States is composed of special 
and limited powers; that it isa Government of 


_ cheeks and balances, there being powers dele- 
Pena and powers reserved ; that such as have not 


en expressly delegated are reserved by the tenth 
amendment to the Constitution, which is founded 
ona hepa 82 of reason applicable in the con- 
struction of public as well as private powers; 
and, that as the Constitution only gives Congress 
the right to call forth the militia “ to execute the 
laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
repel invasions,” the provisions of the bill are un- 
constitutional. He says that the power is granted 
to call out the militia to repel invasion when it 
happens, but that we abuse the power by calling 
them out to be ready to repel invasion when it 
co 

agree with the honorable gentleman that the 
General Government is composed of powers del- 
egated by the people, which, in their nature, are 
special and limited ; that is to say, they are lim- 
ited as to the subjects upon which Congress shall 
legislate, and, in many casse, as to the extent to 
which Congress shall go ia legislating on partic- 
ular subjects. But there are some subjects upon 
which Congress have been vested with unlimited 
power to legislate. 

It is true, also, that all powers which have not 
been expressly delegated, and which are not ne- 
cessary and proper to be exercised in order to 
carry the powers expressly delegated into execu- 
tion, are reserved ; and this reservation of power 
is not founded alone upon the declaration in the 
tenth article of the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion, but is founded upon a principle of reason 
and common sense. All sovereign power was 
originally vested in the people, and so much as 
they have not delegated, they must, of course, 
have retained. It is a principle universally ap- 
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plicable in the con 

of a public, municipal, or private character. But 
let us see whether the application of this princi- 
ple will support the honorable gentleman in the 
position which he has taken. He admits that 
Congress may provide for calling out the militia 
to repel invasion, but contends that we have not 
the power to provide for calling them out before 
the happening of the invasion, in order to place 
them in a state of readiness to enable them to re- 
pel it when it does happen. The construction 
which the gentleman would give that provision 
of the Constitution, would render the power del- 
egated perfectly nugatory; because, if the Gov- 
ernment was compelled to wait until after the 
country was actually invaded, before the militia 
could be called out, the enemy could always burn 
and plunder our cities and villages, and retire 
without our limits, before opposition could be 
made to his incursions. Such a construction 
would be unreasonable, and would be calculated 
to take from the country its legitimate means of 
defence, and to place our seaboard at the mercy 
of the enemy. The power being expressly grant- 
ed to Congress to provide for calling forth the 
militia to repel invasion, we have also the power 
necessary and proper to be exercised in order to 
enable the Government to make ready before 
hand, when its danger is threatened, to meet and 
repel it when it happens. But if the doctrine of 
the gentleman was correct, still the provisions of 
the bill would not be unconstitutional, because 
the country is already actually invaded, there be- 
ing scarcely a day but that some inroads are made 
by the enemy upon our maritime or inland fron- 
tier. 

The gentleman, however, in the course of his 
remarks, stated that the act of 1795, which pro- 
vides for calling forth the militia, had put this 
question upon its true grounds—that is to say, 
“that whenever the United States shall be in- 
* vaded, or be in imminent danger of invasion, it 
* shall be lawful for the President of the United 
‘ States to call forth the militia,” &c. Now, to 
my mind, the arguments of the gentleman are 
entirely contradictory. At one time, he says that 
we abuse the power vested in Congress by pro- 
viding for calling out the militia, to be ready to 
repel invasion when it happens; and, at another 
time, he admits that Congress possess the power 
to provide for calling out the militia in case of 
imminent danger of invasion. 

What, sir, can the act of 1795 mean, unless it 
was intended that whenever invasion became 
seriously threatened, the militia should be called 
forth to be ready to repel it? It surely could not 
mean that the militia should not be called forth 
unless in case of actual invasion. But gentlemen 
say that it is conscription, and that it is equally 
unconstitutional with the measure for raising a 
regular army recommended by the Secretary of 
ar. Sir, 1 have no doubt of the power of Con- 


gress to pass the law under consideration, nor 
have I any doubt as to our power to pass a law 
embracing the plan recommended for raising @ 
regular army. 
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In order for us to ascertain whether Congress 
possess the power to raise regular armies other- 
wise than by voluntary enlistment, I consider it 
necessary that we should go back and see what 
practice was pursued for the purpose of raising 
armies in the time of the Revolutionary war, pre- 
vious to the adoption of the Constitution. We 
should then examine the language of that part of 
the Constitution which we contend contains the 
delegation of unlimited power to raise armies, 
and afterwards notice the construction which was 
given to it early after its adoption, by persons 
eminently calculated to decide correctly upon it. 

Previous to the adoption of the Constitution, 
while we were engaged in the Revolution, we 
find that we were compelled to resort, for the 
purpose of raising armies, to other more efficient 
measures than voluntary enlistment. The ex- 
tracts which have been furnished us by Mr. Mon- 
roe, in his report to the chairman of your Mili- 
tary Committee, show the practice upon this 
subject at that day. We learn from them that 
when voluntary enlistments fell short of the pro- 
posed number, the deficiencies were, by the laws 
of several States, to be made up by draughts or 
lots from the militia. The towns in New Eng- 
land, and the counties in the Middle States, were 
respectively called on for a specified number of 
men. Such was the zeal of the people in New 
England, that neighbors would often club together 
to engage one of their number to go into the ar- 
my. Maryland directed her lieutenants of coun- 
ties to class all the property in their respective 
counties into as many equal classes as there 
Were men wanted, and each class was by law 
obliged, within ten days thereafter, to furnish an 
able-bodied recruit during the war; and in case 
of their neglecting or refusing to do so, the county 
lieutenants were authorized to procure men at 
their expense, at any rate not exceeding fifteen 
pounds in every hundred pounds’ worth of prop- 
erty classed agreeably to law. Virginia and 
Pennsylvania pursued plans equally as efficient. 

This, then, having been the practice previous 
to the adoption of the Constitution, and the fra- 
mers of that instrument having been intimately ac- 
quainted with it, if they had intended, while they 
were delegating to Congress the power to raise 
and support armies, that armies should not be 
raised otherwise than by voluntary enlistment, it 
is fair to presuzne that the power would have been 
given in terms limited to that extent. 

But what is the language of the Constitution 
in relation to this subject? It is, that “ Congress 
shall have power to raise and support armies; 
but no appropriation of money to that use shall 
be for a longer term than two years.” As to the 
mode of raising regular armies, whether by vol- 
untary enlistment, S draught, or by classification, 
there is no restriction in the power granted. The 
mode is reserved to be prescribed by the discre- 
tion of Congress. It is true that the abuse of the 
power thus vested is provided against, by prohib- 
iting appropriations from being made for the sup- 
port of regular armies for a longer term than two 
years. This was done for the purpose of enabling 
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the people at a subsequent election to put an end 
to he employment of armies unnecessarily raised, 
by electing persons to vote peniant additional sup. 
oa But nothing can fairly be collected from 
any provision in the Constitution which will infer 
an intention on the part of the framers of it to pro. 
hibit regular armies from being raised otherwise 
than by voluntary enlistment. And can it be be- 
lieved, sir, that the members of the Convention, 
who were so well acquainted with the practice 
pursued by the whole country in raising armies, 
would have given rengrens a power embraced in 
terms so unlimited and unqualified, if they had 
intended to exclude every other mode of raising 
armies but by voluntary enlistment? Surely not, 
As regards the control of the militia, the power 
of Congress has been limited—they cannot be 
called forth but for three purposes. And this has 
been urged as an evidence that it was not intended 
to vest Congress with the power of raising armies 
in the way contended for. But to my mind the 
limited power in the one case affords no evidence 
of an intention to limit it in the other, where the 
power is granted without limitation, Under the 
power granted over the militia, it was intended 
that they might be called forth en masse if neces- 
sary, for any of the purposes mentioned. And as 
unlimited power was given toraise a regular force, 
competent for every purpose of the Government, 
it was no doubt deemed necessary to limit the occa- 
sions which justify the calling forth the militia. 

But in order to settle all doubt as to the proper 
construction to be given to that provision of the 
Constitution, whisk authorizes Congress to raise 
armies, we need only to refer to the opinion of 
General WasuineTon, given upon that subject 
at the second session of the first Congress, in the 
year 1790. And I would suppose, that a construc- 
tion given to the instrument soon after its adop- 
tion by a person who should be presumed to have 
understood the intention of the framers of it (he 
being one of them) ought to have some influence, 
even with legal gentlemen. 

We find, from a report made by General Knox, 
then Secretary of War, the principles of which 
were modified and sanctioned by General Wasz- 
INGTON, that a system for raising a regular army, 
in case the exigencies of the country should re- 
quire it, by classification, similar to the plan now 
recommended tous by Mr. Monroe, was concluded 
upon and submitted to Congress. 

But an honorable gentleman from New York 

Mr. Grosvenor) has said, that the opinion ol 

eneral WasHINGTON is not good authority upon 
a subject of this nature—that he was raised a sol- 
dier in the camp, and therefore it ought not to be 
presumed that he was capable of giving as correc! 
a construction to the Constitution as the civilians 
of the present day are, Sir, I flatter myself that 
the honorable geotleman will never bring the 
people of this nation to think so lightly of the 
talents and judgment of that distinguished cha- 
racter, as to believe him to have been incapable 
of putting a proper construction upon the Consti- 
tution of his country, in the adoption of which 
he had acted so conspicuous a part. 
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Besides, at that day Gen. Hamilton was Secre- 
tary of the Treasury ; and, as the Presidents have 
always been in the habit of consulting the members 
of their Cabinet upon all important subjects, it is 
but reasonable to conclude that the plan reported 
by the Secretary of War, modified and sanctioned 
by General WasHincTon, was not without his 


_ approbation. It therefore, sir, appears to be mani- 


fest to my mind, that it is not only Constitutional 
for Congress to pass the bill now under considera- 
tion, but that we do possess the power to raise a 
regular army in the manner recommended by the 
Secretary of War. The mode of raising regular 
armies previous to the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion, the unqualified grant of power upon the sub- 


_ ject, and the construction given to it by such high 


authority, soon after it went into operation—all 
conspire to produce the confirmation of my opinion 
in the positions which I have taken. 

Bat, sir, am opposed to the extension of the 
time of service of the militia to twelve months, 
not because I think it unconstitutional, but because 
I think it entirely inexpedient, and well calculated 
to produce much mischief, if not ruin to the coun- 
try. If this bill passes in its present shape, I un- 
derstand from its friends that it is to be received 


and adopted as a substitute for the plan for raising | 
a regular army recommended to us by the Secre- 


tary of War, the provisions of which are contained 
in the bill reported by the Military Committee of 
this House. And in that event, I presume it is 
contemplated to rest the fate of the next campaign 
on a militia force, and the few regulars that this 
bill and our other laws are calculated to produce. 

I have witnessed, sir, with the deepest concern 
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The British transport ves 
hovering upon our coast from Maine to New Or- 
leans, with a view, as well to keep our militia in 
the field, that the expenses of the war may be in- 
creased, as to lay waste those places which they 
find undefended. We are thus going on with a 
defensive war, prosecuted almost alone by a mi- 
litia foree, which by far is the most expensive to 
the Government and oppressive to the people, 
while it is the least efficient that could be em- 
ployed. 

And can it be expected, sir, that England is 
entirely ignorant of the fact, that this course of 
policy is ruinous to this nation? No, sir—an 
examination of the measures adopted by that 
Government ought to convince us, that she is en- 
deavoring to influence our deliberations, and to 
paralyze our preparations for the offensive prose- 
cution of this war. They know well, from expe- 
rience, that they can practise with success upon 
our credulity. Itis their object and their interest 
to prevent us from providing a regular force at 
the presentsession. They know that such a force 
could be provided and employed in the next cam- 

aign with success on our part. And they also 
Saare that if we can be prevented from adopting 
such an efficient plan, and can be induced to rely 
still longer upon a militia foree and upon defen- 
sive measures, that it will be the means of increas- 
ing our public burden and of breaking down the 
spirit of the people, while it will facilitate, and 
give time to ripen into perfection, their schemes 
for our subjugation and ruin. 

What course of policy does it appear that the 
British Government has been pursuing? We 


and regret, a disposition on the part of gentlemen | find that early in the month of August last, ata 
in this House, to pursue a measure so feeble and | time when they expected that Congress would 
inefficient, ata time when all the energies of the | not be convened until December, the conditions 
nation should be called forth to meet the danger | offered our Ministers for the restoration of peace 
with which the country is threatened. | were disgraceful and humiliating. They claimed 

With a view, sir, to show the inexpediency of | the surrender on our part of nearly one-third of the 
relying upon the force to be raised by the provi- | territorial limits of the United States. But as soon 


sions of this bill, l willexamine: First—whether 
a course of policy will put the most speedy termi- 
nation to the war, which provides that in the fu- 
ture prosecution of it, our arms shall be confined 
within our territorial limits? and, secondly, if it 
will not, whether the bill now under considera- 
tion is the best calculated to raise an efficient force 
to operate in the enemy’s provinces ? 

As to the first point—it does appear to me, sir, 
that a little reflection ought to convince us of the 


| as they found that Congress was convened, they 
| deemed it necessary to recede from their haughty 


demands, and to manifest an almost entire willing- 
ness to conclude a treaty upon terms acceptable to 
our Government. Still, however, they kept minor 
obstacles in the way of a final settlement of our 
differences, and procrastination was discovered 
by our Ministers to be their object. Witha view 
further to prevent strong grounds from being taken 
by Congress, in the establishment of an efficient 


danger and inexpediency of relying so entirely on 


| regular force, calculated at once to put a termi- 
defensive operations to put an end to this war. 


| pation to the war, Lord Hill’s expedition, with 
We find from experience, that, our maritime fron- | which we have been threatened, was at once sus- 
tier being nearly two thousand miles in extent, | pended, and it was made known through the me- 
the enemy has it in his power, with his means of | dium of the ministerial prints that the prospects 
transportation, to keep upwards of one hundred | of a rupture upon the continent of Europe ren- 
thousand of our militia continually in the field, | dered the suspension necessary. It should be ex- 
with not more than eight or ten thousand British | pected that such measures will be pursued by the 
troops. If we fail to keep any vulnerable point | British Government in conducting the negotia- 


properly defended by an immense militia force, 
it is immediately exposed to the mercy of the en- 
emy, and the conflagration and plunder of our 


tion at Ghent, and in the management of their 
affairs at the Congress of Vienna, as will be best 
calculated to deceive us, and to relax the vigor of 


our measures at the present session. They well 


towns, and the ruin of our citizens, follow as con- } 
knew that the arrival of Lord Hill with his forees 


sequences. 
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the adoption of more efficient and vigorous mea- 
sures for the prosecution ofthe war. They there- 
fore deemed it necessary to suspend his expedi- 
tion, and to lower their tone towards our Minis- 
ters, with the hope that, in the anticipation of 
peace, the measures of Congress would be relaxed 
accordingly. 

Sir, it is evident that the British Government 
never will make peace with us so long as they 
find that we continue to rely so exclusively upon 
defensive measures in the prosecution of the war. 
They see, most clearly, that it must ultimately 
terminate in their favor, unless the character of it 
is changed on our part. The support of the im- 
mense militia foree which we have continually 
to keep up, is entailing upon this nation a public 
burden which, in a few years longer, will become 
truly oppressive upon the people; and so long as 
we continue this course of policy, there are no 
visible prospects of putting a termination to the 
war. The enemy knows our situation, and it 
would afford evidence of his weakness to make 
peace with us so long as we continue to pursue a 
policy so admirably calculated to make us con- 
quer ourselves. 

But, sir, there is a mode by which this war can 
be speedily terminated in a manner honorable to 
this nation. An overwhelming force should be 
thrown into Canada at the opening of the next 
campaign, calculated to extort from the enemy 
an acknowledgment of our rights, and reparation 
for our wrongs. If one hundred thousand men 
could be marched across the lines early in the 
next Summer, it would immediately give relief 
to the whole of our seaboard. The enemy would 
be compelled to concentrate his forces there to 
save his provinces, and we could there meet him, 
and beat him, and put an endtothe war. I would 
conquer the enemy’s provinces, not with the view 
of extending the territorial limits of the United 
States, for | am aware of the pernicious example 
of cherishing a thirst for foreign conquest, but I 
would conquer them to be again surrendered to 
him, upon being indemnified for the injuries which 
he has done us. I would rather they should re- 
main British provinces, for they will always 
afford a safe and convenient pledge for the secu- 
= of our commercial rights. 

t must, I think, be agreed, that it is in the 

wer of Congress to raise such an tH and it 
is acknowledged on all sides that it would put an 
end to the war. The question, then, ought to be, 
is the bill now under consideration the best cal- 
culated to produce such a force? I think not, sir. 
On the contrary, it does appear to me, that if the 
British Government had it in their a to con- 
trol the deliberations of this body, they could not 
devise the adoption of a measure, of a military 
character, better calculated to subserve their pur- 
poses. If the bill passes in its present shape, it is 
very obvious that it will not produce the regular 
force contemplated by its friends, nor will the 
provisions of the bill secure to the members of 
each class any probable chance of raising the two 
militiamen, or the one regular, by contribution. 
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The militia, therefore, who have not served , 
tour of duty, will have to be draughted for twelve 
months instead of six; and the consequence wil] 
be, that we shall rest the fate of the next cam. 
paign, as we did the last, almost alone upon a 
militia force, the operations of which will be con. 
fined mostly, as it heretofore has been, within the 
limits of the United States. It is true that the 
bill contains a provision authorizing each class to 
raise, either by contract or by draught, the two 
militiamen to serve for twelve months; and i: 
also exempts them from the draught, provided 
they will furnish one able-bodied recruit to serve 
for five years, if the war should so long continue, 
And upon the first view of the bill as it came 
from the Senate, and as it was reported by the 
select committee of this House, to whom it was 
afterwards referred to be amended, its provisions 
appeared to be fair, with the exception that no 
mode was pointed out by which to enable the 
members of each class to employ the men by con- 
tract, in case there should be a disinclination on 
the part of any to contribute according to prop- 
erty. It was believed, at first, that this defect 
could be remedied by an amendment, which was 
afterwards, however, introduced by an honorable 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. McLean,) and re- 


jected. The amendment provided that a majority 


of each class should decide whether the men re- 
quired of them to be furnished should be raised 
by contract or by draught; that where it was 
concluded to furnish them by contract, every per- 
son within the class, whether subject to militia 
duty or not, was to be compelled to contribute 
according to property; and provision was made 
for the ascertainment and collection of the sum 
to be paid by each to the draughts or the regular 
hired by the class. The principles contained in 
this amendment were considered to be fair, equi- 
table, and just, because they were bottomed upon 
the rule that the wealth of the nation should fur- 
nish the army to defend it. But it was astonish- 
ing to me, when I discovered that the warmest 
friends of the bill were the first and most zealous 
in opposition to the amendment. They are wil- 
ling that the bill should contain a provision al- 
lowing each class to furnish their men by contract; 
but they are opposed to the principle which would 
compel the members of the classes to contribute 
according to property. It follows, therefore, that 
they wilt not agree to compel the most wealthy 
man in a class to contribute more than the poor- 
est. And what will be the operation of the bill 
throughout the nation? Sir, the wealthy will 
almost invariably refuse to join in a eameibotion 
according to property for the purpose of raising men 
by contract, because they would have much more 
to pay than the poorer members of the class. A 
few (perhaps not more than one, in many cases) o! 
the most wealthy of a class will drive the balance 
into a draught, by which means they will stand 
the same chance to get clear as the poorest mem- 
bers of it. If it should fall upon the wealthy, 
their circumstances will enable them to hire sub- 
stitutes; but if it falls upon the poor man, he has 
no alternative but to serve his tour of duty. 
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In opposition to that amendment, it has been 
contended by an honorable gentleman from Vir- 
inia, (Mr. Suerrey,) and the same argument 
fos since been used by an honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Lownpes,) that there 
are two kinds of service due from the people to 
their Government; that is to say, personal or 
military service, and service by pecuniary con- 
tribution; that the wealthy contribute to the sup- 
port of Government by the way of taxes; and 
that when military services are wanting, they 
should be afforded by the militia without regard 
to property. And, in order to illustrate this doc- 
trine, the gentleman from South Carolina told us 
the other day that he would state a case which 
would occur if the amendment was adopted, that 
he was sure would have prevented the introduc- 
tion of the amendment by the gentleman from 
Ohio, if he had known of it. The case was, that 
an honorable colleague of his represented a dis- 
trict upon this floor, which, if the amendment 
was adopted, would have to pay, according to the 
plan of contribution proposed, a tax equal to its 
proportion of a tax upon the United States of 
eighty-five millions of dollars. Now, sir, the case 
put by the honorable gentleman was so far from 
convincing me of the impropriety and unjust 
operation of the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, that it manifested the necessity 
of its adoption still more clearly to me. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina was willing to im- 
pose upon his colleague’s district, by the passage 
of the bill in its present shape, the performance 
of military service to the value of a sum equal to 
its proportion of a tax upon the United States of 
an immense amount; and yet he was unwilling 
to afford to a majority of each class of the militia 
of that district the liberty of deciding whether 
the classes should furnish persons to perform the 
military service required of them by contract 
rather than by draught. He seems to suppose 
that, if the men were raised by a pecuniary con- 
tribution according to property, the service re- 
quired of that district to the Government would 
be too great; whereas, if the same service was 
rendered by men to be draughted from each class, 
it would not be too great. I am aware, sir, that 
the principles of that amendment would not suit 
the owners of the large cotton plantations, and 
overgrown fortunes in the South, because, as 
members of their classes, they would have to con- 
tribute according to their wealth; but the provis- 
ions would be just in their operations upon the 
great body of the people of the nation. Sir, I 
cannot agree with gentlemen, that when military 
services are called for, that they shall be rendered 
by the militia without regard to property. This 
rule may be endured while the militia tours are 
short, but it ought not to be suffered, should it be so 
increased. 
Sir, it is true, that the wealthy contribute 


to the support of Government in the payment of 
taxes, but it is equally true, that the poorer classes 


of the community have always been made to pay 


taxes also, in proportion to the value of their 
property. The direct taxes and internal duties 
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imposed at the present session, will bear heavier 
upon the common people of the country than 
upon the wealthier portion of the community. 
The direct tax of six millions is paid as equally 
by all, according to property, as the Constitution 
will permit, but the internal duties are not; for 
the seven or eight million whiskey tax, whieh is 
the largest item in our system of taxation, will be 
paid mostly by that class of the community who 
render the most military service. We lay, then, 
a tax of six millions of dollars in money upon the 
people of the nation, to be collected according to 
property; and, allowing the military services of 
a militiaman to be worth two hundred dollars for 
twelve months, it is proposed by this bill to lay a 
tax of sixteen millions of dollars upon the militia 
of the nation, to be collected in personal services, 
without regard to property. 
and unjust for the wealth of the nation to bear so 
small a proportion of the public burden. 


It is unreasonable 


It really does appear to me, sir, that since the 


amendment which was proposed by the gentle- 
man from Ohio has been rejected, the bill iscaleula- 
ted to do much more mischief than good. The 
classes will not agree to raise regulars instead of the 
draughts, unless it could be done by a contribu- 
tion according to property, and this contribation 
but seldom ever would be agreed to voluntarily 
by all the members of the classes. Perhaps there 
would be a few exceptions in some of the most 


atriotie quarters of the Union. But can it be 
tieved that Massachusetts, and the rest of the 


New England States, would furnish any regu- 
lars? I think not, sir. 
draught, and, as militia, they would claim to be 
kept within the limits of the United States. I 
shall not pretend to say whether this claim would 


They would stand the 


be justified by the provisions of the Constitution 


or not, but it appears that the Senate entertained 


an opinion favorable to that pretension, by their 
having incorporated a provision in this bill, con- 
fining the operations of the militia within the 
United States. The militia draughts in the New 
England States would ail have, by the provisions 
of the bill, to be called out; they would not 
march beyond the line, where alone they would 
be wanting, but they would remain in camp, 
within their own States, squandering the public 
revenue, while they would be entirely useless to 
the Government. And what would the militia 
of Tennessee have to do? Those who havenot 
yet served a tour of duty, and who would not be 
enabled to hire substitutes, would be compelled 
to leave their families, and their farms, and 
march to Mobile and New Orleans, where they 
would have to remain in camp for a whole year, 
in the most sickly climate on the continent. 
This burden will be unequal and unjust in its 
operation, because many of the most wealthy 
persons in the community will be excluded from 
bearing any portion of it. And it will be borne 


with less fortitude by those whose duty it may 
become to perform this twelve months tour, when 
they recollect that this species of force, relied on 
again by Congress, is better fit for the purpose of 
increasing the public debt, and for producing 
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greater distress in the country, than for putting a 
termination to the war. 

The character of the militia of Tennessee, sir, 
is well known throughout the nation. They are 
known to be a brave, patriotic, and magnanimous 

ple—always ready to bear, with the most dis- 
tinguished cheerfuloess, any burden imposed upon 
them by the Government, whether of a pecuniary 
ora military kind, which they may think in the 
least calculated to promote the common cause of 
their country. There are many thousands of 
them now marching through a wilderness of 
severai hundred miles in extent to meet and re- 
pel the invasion of the enemy. And on this oc- 
casion, sir, I will beg leave to read a short extract 
from a paper published at Nashville, showing the 
alacrity with which the militia turned out upon 
a late emergency, when there was a call upon 
that State for five thousand men to march to the 
defence of the Louisiana country. It is in these 
words: 

“Tuxspay, November 16, 1814. 

“We must confess that we are not capable of de- 
scribing the pleasure we have experienced for the last 
week, in viewing the alacrity with which our brother 
Tennesseeans have turned out in defence of their in- 
jured country; but for an evidence of their patriotism, 
the following may serve as a proof. In the past week 
there has been almost as many offering their services 
as substitutes, as there were men called for by the 
Government. And, one man offering his services to 
a youth, he was answered, that he (the youth) would 
not take twenty-five dollars for his place. We could 
add a number of like instances.” 


I have read this, sir, to show that the people of 
Tennessee are prepared to make any sacrifices to 
aid the Government in resisting the encroach- 
ments of the enemy, and in prosecuting this war, 
in a way calculated to put and to it, in a manner 
honorable to the country. But, sir, let me tell 
you, that while these people are thus prepared to 
make every sacrifice, and to meet every danger, 
they have a right to expect that Congress, at a 
time like the present, will at least do its part. 
They have expected that Congress, upon receiv- 
the first despatches from our Ministers, would 
immediately determine to raise an efficient regu- 
lar force, capable of putting an end to this war. 
Bat, sir, instead of doing this, we are about to 
adopt a measure of all others the very best calcu- 
lated to prolong its duration. For the bill in its 
operation would not produce regulars, but would 
require a most oppressive kind of militia service. 
This kind of service answers alone for defensive 
operations, and I repeat again that it cannot put 
an endtothis war. Believing, then, as I do, that 
the bill would fail to answer the expectations of 
its friends, in producing a regular force, I am in 
favor of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Wricut,) with the hope that its 
adoption will the means of rejecting the bill be- 
fore us, and that we shall afterwards take up and 
adopt the more efficient measure contained in 
the bill reported by our Military Committee. 
The President is already authorized to order out 
any number of militia for six months, and Iam 
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unwilling to extend the time of that kind of ser. 
vice to twelve months. But if this measure js 
persisted in, and the bill should pass as it now js, 
I think [ plainly see the consequences that are to 
result from it. An overgrown public debt will 
be heaped upon us; the spirit of the people wil! 
be broken down by oppressive and ruinous twelve 
mon hs tours of militia service, and the increased 
taxes which it will be necessary for them to pay, 
And’ in three or four years from now, after the 
na*‘on is nearly ruined, we shall be driven to the 
nec@Ssity, before we can get rid of this war, of 
fopting the measure recommended by the Sec. 
etary of War and reported by our Military Com- 
mittee. 
~ But I have heard it suggested by gentlemen, 
friendly to draughting the militia for two years, 
with permission to each class to furnish a regu- 
lar, that it would be unconstitutional to raise a 
regular force in the manner provided by the 
other military bill which lies upon the table. 
They are willing to pass tHe bill before us as it 
came from the Senate, for draughting the militia 
for two years, without the incorporation of the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, and yet they consider unconstitutional the 
provisions of the other bill which provides that 
every class of en militia shall furnish a 
recruit for during the war, by a contribution, 
from all within the class, according to property, 
whether subject to militia duty or not, under a 
penalty to be inflicted and collected from the 
class. Now, to my mind, sir, if the one is un- 
constitutional, the other must be so too. In the 
one case, each class of the militia must furnish a 
regular, without the principle of compelling every 
member of the class to contribute according to 
property, (without which it could not be done,) 
under the penalty of a draught of a two years’ 
tour of service. In the other case, every clas: 
would be compelled to furnish a regular by con- 
tribution according to property (which would 
enable them to do it) or pay a penalty to be col- 
lected from the class. If you have a right to say 
that a class shall furnish a regular, without pre- 
scribing any rule by which it shall be done, or be 
subject to a two years’ tour of duty, you would 
upon the same principle have the right to compel 
a class to furnish a regular, or be subject to a 
draught for a ten years’ tour of duty. I have 
heard it said, sir, that the adoption of the measure 
recommended to us by the Secretary of War 
would afford a precedent, the abuse of which 
might be dangerous in future times. [ am in 
favor of saving the country with the Constitu- 
tional means which appear to my mind to pre- 
sent themselves. Whenever the Congress of the 
United States shall become so corrupt as to de- 
termine upon the ruin of this Government, by 
the abuse of the power delegated to them, they 
will not be prevented from doing so alone by the 
want of precedents. If they should determine in 
future to raise regular armies when the necess!- 
ties of the country should not need them, the 
plan, if adopted, which is now under considera- 
tion, would as well afford them a precedent by 
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a bill for relieving the militia from frequent and 
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which they could do so, as the plan proposed by 
the Secretary of War. They could lay the mi- 
litia of the nation off into classes, and compel 
every class to furnish a regular, under the penalty 
of being subject to a draught for a ten years’ tour 
of duty. 

I one. sir, that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Maryland will be adopted, and,,phat 
the bill will afterwards be rejected. We. can 
then take up the other bill containing the riore 


| efficient measure, and provide a force for the 


next campaign competent for the protectiou of 
A force raised in that way will tm 


answer the purposes of the Government in puty 


_ ting a speedy termination to the war. By adopt 


ing that plan, we can be able to march a force 
into Canada at the opening of the next campaign, 
which would wring from the enemy an advan- 
tageous peace. 
ut, sir, if we do not adopt that measure, be 

ne 


enemy is evidently making every preparation to 


' strike a deadly blow at us in the commencement 
» of the next campaign—and it is our duty to pro- 
|. vide against: it. 


uppose we should neglect to 
provide an efficient regular force, and the enemy 


_ should invade the country in the early part of 
) the next campaign with’ forty or fifty thousand 
| regular troops, what would be the situation of the 


nation? Sir, I hope this feeble and inefficient 
measure will not be adopted. [fit is not, we can 
take up the other bill, and we shall then see who 
are willing, at a time like the present, to take upon 
themselves the responsibility of voting against the 
only measure capable of affording protection to 
the country, and of putting the most speedy ter- 


_ mination to the war. 


After some explanatory remarks from Mr. 


| Lownpes in reply to Mr. Harris, and in rejoin- 
_ der by him— 


Mr. Raea, of Tennessee, made a short speech 
He considered this as 


The previous question’ was nuw required by 
Mr. Yancey of North Carolina, but was not 
sanctioned by a sufficient number. The House 
was equally divided, 66 to 66, and the Speaker, 
voting in the negative, quashed the motion. 

Mr. Cannon spoke briefly against the reduc- 
tion of the term of service, as proposed, and ex- 
pressed some doubts of the expediency of the bill, 


_ as well as of the necessity of any measure of this 


character to fill the ranks of the Army. 

Mr. Kitzourn, of Ohio, opposed the motion 
to reduce the term of service, intending, if that 
motion was rejected, to move to increase the term 
of service to one year and eight months. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
on Mr. Wriaat’s motion, and decided in the 
negative—for the motion 71, against it 84, as 
follows : 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Avery, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Champion, 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—29 


Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of ae mee Ely, 
Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, , Hale, Harris, 
Henderson, Howell, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Ma- 
con, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, Williamy Reed, Rich 
Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Smith of Néw York, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, and 


» Wright. 


Yeas—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Barbour, 
Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, Cannon, Chappell Clark, Clopton, Comstock, 
Condict, Conatd, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Evans, Findley, Fisk of 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Frank- 
lin, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hum- 
phreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of 

a., Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Moore, Mur- 
free, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Roane, Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey. 


So the House refused to reduce the term of ser- 
vice below one year. 

Mr. Bay utes, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the bill by adding thereto the following as a new 
section : 


“ And be it further enacted, That the militia called 
forth by virtue of this act shall not be liable to perform 
any service, except such as may be necessary to repél 
invasion, suppress insurrection, or execute the laws of 
the Union.” 


This motion was negatived, by yeas and nays— 
103 to 58, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, 
Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, 
Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hall, Henderson, 
Howell, Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Miller, Mose~ 
ley, Oakley, Peareon, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, 
Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stockton; 
Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter—58. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines; Bowen, 
Bradley, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, 
Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, John- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Mary- 
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land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Car- 
olina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, Mc- 
Kee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of ‘Tennessee, 
Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, 
Skinner, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, 
Stanford, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, 
Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and 
Yancey—103. 

Mr. McLean, of Ohio, renewed the motion he 
had unsuccessfully made in Committee of the 
Whole, to add to the bill the following section, by 
way of amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That if any class shall 
neglect for five days after having been notified to fur- 
nish a recruit to the regular army, or two substitutes, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, a majority of 
the individuals composing such class shall have power 
to bind the whole of the class for the payment of any 
sum that may be necessary to procure a recruit to the 
regular army, or two substitutes, as aforesaid; provided 
such sum shall not exceed three hundred dollars ; 
and all persons residing within the district of such 
class, who are exempt from militia duty, shall be lia- 
ble for the payment of such sum as shall be engaged 
to the recruit or substitutes aforesaid, equally with those 
who are liable to perform militia duty. 

And be it further enacted, That when a recruit or 
substitutes shall be obtained, as aforesaid, the sum 
agreed tu be given shall be certified by the;class, or a 
majority of them, to the captain of the company in 
which they or a majority of them belong, who shall 
immediately ascertain how much each individual with- 
in the district must pay, apportioning the amount ac- 
cording to the real and personal property possessed ; 
the amount of property to be ascertained by the val- 
uation made under the laws of the United States, and 
of the individual State ; but, where no such valuation 
shall have been made, the captain shall cause a valua- 
tion to be made by three disinterested and respectable 
freeholders under oath, who shall be paid by the class 
one dollar and fifty cents each per day for their ser- 
vices, to be assessed and collected with the appoint- 
ment aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That when the appor- 
tionment shall have been made as aforesaid by the 
captain, he shall advertise the same in the most public 
place within each class, particularly specifying the 
amount each individual is required to pay, and each 
individual, within the class aforesaid, shall pay or 
satisfy the same to the recruit or substitutes within 
ten days thereafter ; and, in default thereof, the cap- 
tain shall notify the commandant of the regiment in 
which he belongs, who shall order a court martial 
immediately to assemble, which court shall take into 
consideration the apportionment made as aforesaid, and 
on finding the same to have been made agreeably to 
the provisions of this act, shall proceed to assess the 
same as a fine on the delinquents, which shall be col- 
lected with costs as other fines are, and when col- 
lected shall be paid to the recruit or substitutes, or to 
his or their order. 

And be it further enacted, That the court martial, 
called as aforesaid, shall have power to correct any 
errors or relieve against any inequality that may have 
taken place, either in the valuation of property or in 
the apportionment, by equalizing the amount amongst 
the citizens within the class. 
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This motion was pronounced by the Speaker 
to be out of order, in the present stage of the bill, 

Mr. Kitsourn, of Ohio, then moved to amend 
the bill by adding eighteen months to the present 
proposed term of service, so as to make it one 
year and eight months. 

Mr. Kina, of North Carolina, from a desire to 
preclude these motions, and to come to a decision 
on the bill at once, requested the previous ques. 
tion; but was not supported therein by a suffi- 
cient number, fifty-six members, who rose in 
support of it, not constituting a majority of the 
House. 

The question on Mr. Kitspourn’s motion was 
then taken, and decided in the negative. For 
the motion 63, against it 95, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Avery, Bard, 
Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, "Calhoun 
Chappell, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Craw. 
ford, Creighton, Denoyelles, Earle, Evans, Findley, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Glasgow, Gour. 
din, Griffin, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lyle, McKee, McKim, Murfree, Nelson, 
Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Rea of Pennsy!- 
vania, Robertson, Sage, Sharp, Shipherd, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Strong, Tannebill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Barbour, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Ca- 
perton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, 
Cox, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, Ely, 
Eppes, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Franklin, Gaston, 
Geddes, Gholson, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, 
Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Humphreys, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of 
New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of Massa- 
chusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, Ma- 
con, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Moseley, Oakley, Pear- 
son, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, 
Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Skinner, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, Stan- 
ford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, 
Troup, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Whea- 
ton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, 
and Wright. 


Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, with the express view 
of incorporating in the bill provisions which he 
deemed necessary to give it efficacy, moved to 
recommit the bill to the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, opposed this mo- 
tion with much zeal, and contended for the efli- 
cacy of the bill as it then stood, either to afford a 
valuable militia force, or a body of recruits for 
the regular Army, which were much wanted. 
The bill was not as efficient as he wished, but, his 
opinion having been overruled as to the details of 
the bill, was no reason for him to reject the bill 
altogether. It was high time, he added, that Con- 
gress should rouse themselves from their lethar- 
gy, and at length proceed to act. 

Mr. InceRSOLL then, with a view to enable the 
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House to proceed without further delay to the 
consideration of other highly important bills on 
the table of the House, again required the previous 
question. i 

Many members supporting the demand, the 
previous question was propounded, in the usual 
form, “Shall the main question be now put?” 
and decided in the affirmative. For the question 
101, against it 57, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, 
Brown, Barwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Chappell, 
Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Davis of Penn., Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, 
Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of N. York, For- 
ney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Glasgow, Hawes, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Inger- 
soll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, John- 
son of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, 
Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, 
Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Potter, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stuart, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, 
Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Ca- 
perton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, 
Cox, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Fisk of 
Vermont, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hender- 
son, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, 
Markell, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schure- 


_ man, Sheffey, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stan- 


res 


Arka Sead 


ford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, 

Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, 

Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, Wright. 
The main question, viz: on the engrossing of 


_ the amendments and ordering the bill to be read 


_ athird time, was decided in the affirmative—yeas 


91, nays 71, as follows: 

Yxzas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clop- 
ton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 


_ Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 


Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of 
New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Glasgow, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hop- 


_ kins, of Kentucky, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, 


Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Ken- 


_ tucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 


King of N. Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, 
McKee, McKim, McLean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, 
Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, 


_ Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Roane, Rob- 


ertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Smith of Virginia, T'annehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Breck- 
enridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Dana, Daven- 
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port, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, 
Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Jackson of Rhode Isl- 
and, Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Massa- 
chusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Miller, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Sheffey, Shipherd, Skinner, Slaymaker, Smith of New 
York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson, of Massachusetts, 
Winter, and Wright. 


And the said bill was ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow. 





Wepnespay, December 14. 


Mr. WessTer presented a petition of Jonathan 
Bradley Eastman, late paymaster to the troops in 
the district of the Lakes, stating that, by the sur- 
render of Detrcit, by the late General Hull, a large 
sum of public money, together with his accounts 
and vouchers, fell into the hands of the enemy, 
by which he is unable to settle with the War 
Department, and praying relief from Congress.— 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. TayLor presented a petition of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the New York State Bank, 
and of the Mechanics and Farmers’ Bank of 
Albany, recommending an issue of “ national bills 
of credit,” to a limited amount, having the qual- 
ity of a legal tender in payment of all contracts.— 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Fisk, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the bill from the Senate, “to 
incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States of America,” with amendments; 
which were read, and, together with the bill, com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate insist on their amendments, disa- 
greed to by this House, to the bill “ to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on spirits distilled within the 
United States, and by amending the act laying du- 
ties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” 
and ask a conference upon the same; to which 
conference they have appointed managers on their 
part. 

Mr. Farrow, from the committee appointed on 
the 25th ultimo, on the petition of John Motlow, 
made a report; which was read, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Monday next.— 
The report is as follows: 

It is represented that, in the month of October, 
1781, the petitioner, with a number of others, were in 
a fort called Jamersons, in the State of South Carolina, 
that a party of Indians and tories took the fort by force, 
put to death a great number of those so garrisoned, and 
made prisoners of the balance, (among the slain were 
the father of the petitioner ;) and carried off three ne- 
groes, the property of the petitioner and his intestate 
father, whose legal representative the petitioner is. 
It is further represented that repeated endeavors have 
been made by the petitioner, at very great expense, to 
recover the said negroes, but without success. 
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And it further appears, that the ninth article of the 
treaty of 1798, concluded with the Cherokees, by oblit- 


rating all prior aggressions, plunderings, and thefts, to 
that “tate, has finally changed the right of property, 
and made a legal and complete transfer of the same 
from ee to the said nation. 

The ing is a copy of the said article: “It is 
mutually agreed between the parties, that horses stolen, 
and not returned within a days, shall be paid for 
at the rate of sixty dollars ; if stolen by a white 
man, citizen of the United States, the Indian propri- 
etor shall be paid in cash; and if stolen by an Indian 
from a citizen, to be deducted, as expressed in the 
fourth article of the treaty of Philadelphia. This ar- 
ticle shall have retrospect to the commencement of the 
first conferences at this place in the present year, and 
no further ; and all animosities, aggressions, thefts, and 
eters prior to this day, shall cease, and be no 

r remembered or demanded on either side.” 

And it further appears, by the fourth article of the 
said treaty, that the United States received a large 
cession of territory from the said nation for considera- 
tions therein expressed. 

From an attentive consideration of the facts of this 
case and the principles that govern the same, the com- 
mittee are of opinion that the prayer of the petition is 
equitable and just, and submit the following resolution 
to the House: 

Resolved, That the request of the petitioner ought 
to be granted. 


On motion of Mr. McCoy, of Virginia, the 
Committee of Ways and Means were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
direct tax assessment law, so as that the county 
of Bath, now a part of the sixth collection dis- 
trict, may be added to, and made part of, the sev- 
enth collection district in the State of Virginia. 

The bill from the Senate for the appointment 
of certain naval officers, was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of John 
C. Hurlburt, of Chatham, in Connecticut, was read 
a third time; and, on motion of Mr. Fisx, of 
Vermont, supported by Mr. Braptey, the bill 
was postponed to Monday week, to allow time to 
obtain further evidence on this case. 

The engrossed bill for the regulation of the 
courts of Indiana, was read a third time. [The 
bill provides that the Legislature of Indiana may 
fix the place of sittings of the General Court, and 
that two judges shall be present to form a court. ]} 

Considerable conversation tuok place on a prop- 
osition by Mr. Eppes to postpone the bill, in 
the course of which Mr. Epres, Mr. Lewis, and 
Mr. Rosertson, expressed their doubts as to its 
pe gg and a desire to examine it further; 
and Mr. Incersout and Mr. Jennines explained 
its provisions, &c. At length, on motion of Mr. 
RoBERTSON, the bill was referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


COMPENSATION OF POSTMASTERS. 
Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, offered for considera- 
tion the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Post Roads be in- 
structed. to inquire whether any, and if any, what, 
change ought to be made in the compensation allowed 
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to Postmasters; and whether any, and if any, what, 
change ought to be made in the right of franking. 

Some conversation took place on this resolu- 
tion, between Mr. Ruea and Mr. Eppes, in re- 
spect to its object. 

Mr. Ruea opposed the proposed reference, de- 
siring the subject in the first instance to be refer. 
red to the Postmaster General; and, after his re- 
port, to be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, who properly had charge of all sub- 
jects relating to revenue. 

Mr. Eppes, in assigning reasons for his motion. 
stated, that the increase about to take place, of 
fifty per cent. on the present rates of postage, 
would operate as an increase of fifty per cent. on 
the present compensation of postmasters, which 
probably was not poet He had also under- 
stood that great abuses had grown out of the priv- 
ilege of franking, insomuch that the office had 
been accepted in some instances as a sinecure, to 
save the expense of postage, by those who per- 
formed no duties of the office ; and that the office 
had even, in one instance, been bestowed on a 
member of this House, 

The motion of Mr. E. was agreed to finally, 
without opposition. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 


The bill from the Senate, to call upon the sev- 
eral States and Territories for their respective 
quotas of 80,430 militia for the defence of the 
frontiers against invasion, was read a third time 
as amended. 

Mr. Warp, of Massachusetts, rose and address- 
ed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Tennessee, 
who last addressed the House on the subject of 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Maryland, expressed a deliberate opinion that the 
bill on your table is not only unconstitutional, 
but, in point of energy and efficiency, in its prin- 
ciples and provisions, is not adequate to the pub- 
lic exigencies ; and gave a decided preference to 
the one reported by the chairman of the Military 
Committee, on the part of this House, pursuant 
to the plan submitted by the Secretary at War. 
He farther said, that an act, embracing principles 
equally vigorous with those exhibited in. the plan 
of the Secretary, ought to be passed; and _ those 
who should oppose it, if suecessful, would ruin 
the country. 

Sir, in.my mind, Congress have: no right, by 
the Constitution, to exereise the powers consid- 
ered as belonging to them in the Secretary’s 
plan; and to pass an act comporting with them, 
will be a gross and outrageous violation of the 
personal rights of our citizens, inconsistent with 
the privileges of freemen, the principles of our 
Government, and will strike a deadly blow at 
American liberty; and, according to my appre- 
hension, those who advocate the principles em- 
braced in the Secretary’s plan, and attempt to 
execute them, and not those who resist them, will 
ruin their country. That I am sincere in my 
opinion, and serious in my apprehensions, I call 
Heaven to witness. In passing such a law, it ap- 
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pears to me as clear as any legal or moral posi- 
tion, which was ever stated, that we overstep the 
bounds of the Constitution, and assume a power 
which we have no right to exercise. And where 
the Constitution ends, tyranny begins. If power 
can be assumed for one purpose, it may be for 
another. And if necessity, the tyrant’s plea, can 
justify the exercise of unconstitutional power in 
one case, it will doit in all cases. It is in the 
nature of man to have an avidity of power, and 
to scramble for the possession of it, and to think 
it ever safe in his hands. This remark applies 
with justice to men of all parties. Gentlemen of 
the majority, whatever their opinions once might 
have been, now seem to have no objection to ex- 
treme power, provided it can be lodged in them, 
and exercised their own way. 

The propensity on the part of the Executive, 
to grasp power by construction and otherwise ; 
and the disposition on the part of the House, to 
assume power and surrender it, are truly alarm- 
ing. If the citizens of the United States can be 
forced from their families and domestic enjoy- 
ments, and placed in the ranks of the regular 
Army, and marched out of the United States for 
foreign conquest, or, as the Secretary expresses 
it, “to push the war into Canada,” while we are 
dreaming of liberty, we are all slaves—we hold 
our liberty upon a tenure which renders it un- 
worthy of the name. If wecan be marched to 
Quebec, we may be sent to Gibraltar, the West 
Indies, or any quarter of the globe. Our Gov- 
ernment, instead of being free and republican, is 
a military despotism, and the right of expatria- 
tion, contended for by some gentlemen, is of more 
value than all the other rights which we possess. 

The exigencies of the country, I agree, are 
Eee and those who are influenced by an 

onest zeal to serve it, do not merit reproach. 
But every feeling of impatience at Constitutional 
restraint, and every propensity to assume uncon- 
stitutional power, are germs of tyranny, and ought 
to be destroyed in embryo. Those rules which 
are established by the mind and the judgment, 
aninfluenced by passion, for the security of the 
rights and the liberties of the people, ought to be 
held sacred in times of convulsion and tempest. 
To restrain the passions of men, and the aggres- 
sions of power, in such times, is the purpose for 
which Constitutional rules were made; and he 
who feels an impatience of them, has the seeds 
of tyranny springing up in his heart. With the 
spirit and disposition in which the President and 
retary at War now interpret the Constitution, 
give them the hundred thousand men, contem- 
plated in the Secretary’s plan, to help them ex- 
plain it, in time to come; and, shocking as the 
pe may ‘be, I will venture to predict, that 
our free institutions will not survive it, and that 
a second election of President will never take 
place. 

Sir, I may be told that these powers can be ex- 
ercised only in time of war; that war can be de- 
clared by the Legislature only, by the representa- 
tives of a free people; and that it will never be 
done, excepting in such a state of things as makes 


the public good unequivocally demand it. Sir, 
in theory it would seem that we have some se- 
curity in the form of our Constitution, against 
the declaration of improvident, uojust and unne- 
cessary wars; but, in practice, it has been proved 
we have none. We find, by experience, that a 
war, marked with as much folly and injustice, 
and coupled with as much hazard, as it respects 
the citizens of the country which declared it, as 
ever disgraced any despot on earth, can be de- 
clared by a Republican Government. 

The war in which we are engaged was said to 
be declared in defence of sailors’ rights. Those 
rights were violated on the Ocean, and do not ad- 
mit of adequate defence elsewhere. The defence- 
less state of our seacoast, of two thousand miles 
extent, was well knowa by our Government ; and 
to what it was exposed by the war, we may see 
by what some parts of it have already suffered. 
The views of the President, as to the compara- 
tive force of our country, and the country against 
which we declared war, and the means possessed 
of mutual annoyance, may be learned by recur- 
ring to the instructions which he gave to our Am- 
bassadors atGhent. Alluding to the remark con- 
tained in the declaration of the Prince Regent, 
that, in impressing British seamen from American 
vessels, Great Britain exercised no right which 
she was not willing to acknowledge as apper- 
taining equally to the United States, with respect 
to American seamen, in British merchant ships, 
the Presidentobserves: “ Thesemblance of equal- 
* ity, however, in this proposition, which strikes at 
‘ first view, disappears on a fair examination. Im- 
‘ pressment is not an American practice, but ut- 
‘terly repugnant to our Constitution and laws. 
‘ The exercise of a right in common at sea by 
‘two nations, the one powerful, and the other 
‘comparatively weak, would be to put the latter 
‘completely at the mercy of the former. But, 
‘ should the United States be permitted to make 
‘impressments from British vessels, the effect 
‘ would be unequal. Great Britain has, perhaps, 
‘thirty ships of war at sea, to one of the United 
‘ States, and would profit of the arrangement in 
‘ that proportion.” We here have the President’s 
view of the comparative force and means of an- 
noyance of our country, and the country with 
which we are at war. 

The Founder of our Religion, “ who spake as 
never man spake,” when on earth, in a discourse 
designed to enforce on his hearers the importance 
of observing a due proportion bet ween their means 
and their ends, their efforts and their objects, puts 
several interrogatories, which imply strong neg- 
ative answers. Among other things he asks, 
“ What king, going to make war against another 
‘ king, sitteth not down first and consulteth whe- 
‘ther he be able with ten thousand to meet him 
‘ thatcometh against him with twenty thousand ?” 
The manner in which this question is put, implies 
an answer, that no king could be so lost to his 
own security, and the interest of his subjects. 
More than eighteen centuries have rolled away, 
since this interrogatory was put; and I believe 
history, before the commencement of the war In 
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which we are engaged, does not furnish us with 
evidence of such an event. This deed of mad- 
ness and folly, which mocked and set credulity 
at defiance, was reserved for the commission of a 
President of the United States and an American 
Congress, the Government of a free people ! 
The able and critical examination of my hon- 
orable friend from New Jersey (Mr. Stockton) 
of the details of the bill on your table, and of the 
powers of Congress to “call forth the militia,” 
and his luminous and logical argument on these 
points, has superseded the necessity of any far- 
ther attention to these topics. He has exhausted 
the subject. Any auxiliary arguments which my 
humble efforts could furnish, in support of his po- 
sitions, would be like valets-dechambre in an 
army; they would add something to the number, 
but nothing to the strength. He has demonstra- 
ted, with a degree of clearness and perspicuity, 
which no unprejudiced mind can resist, that this 
bill provides for calling forth the militia for a 
purpose not contemplated by the Constitution ; 
for retaining them, when called out, for a period 
not limited by either of the occasions, on which 
they can constitutionally be called out; and that 
the bill is a piece of machinery or instrument of 
torture, not warranted by the Constitution, to com- 
pel militiamen to enlist themselves or procure 
others to enlist into the regular Army. The at- 
tacks which have been made upon his arguments, 
may aptly be compared to the waves of the trou- 
bled sea, dashing against a mighty rock, and fall- 
ing in gentle murmurs at its foot. 
hough I bow with great respect to the argu- 
ment of my honorable friend, upon the unconsti- 
tutionality of this bill, and agree with him in the 
facts which he has stated, with reference to the 
public Treasury, the ranks of the Army, the ne- 
a of defending the country, and the imprac- 
ticability of doing it without money, yet I do not 
accord with him in opinion as to the propriety 
or the practice of voting for all Constitutional 
laws, which have for their object the supplying 
the Government of the United States with men 
and money. That the Treasury is empty, I ad- 
mit ; that the ranks of the regular Army are thin, 
I believe to be true; and that our country must be 
defended, in all events, I not only admit, but af- 
firm. But, sir, if all the purts of the United States 
are defended, of course the whole will be defend- 
ed. If every State in the Union, with such aid 
as she can obtain from her neighbors, defends her- 
self, our whole country will be defended. In my 
mind, the resources of the States will be applied 
with more economy, and with greater effect in 
defence of the country, under the State Govern- 
ments, than under the Government of the United 
States. Besides, what assurances have we, if 
funds are placed in the hands of the present Ad- 
ministration, that they will be applied in defence 
of the country? None at all. The immense 
sums which have heretofore been drawn from the 
States, have been expended with unexampled prof- 
ligacy. in wild, unsettled projects of foreign con- 
quest ; while the fairest and most important parts 
of our country have been left defenceless. The 











views of the Administration are “to push the 
war into Canada.” Shall we pass all the supply 
bills, beneath the weight of which your table 
groans, draw all the funds of the States from 
them, and then leave them, thus exhausted, to 
the mercy of theenemy? This, in my mind, is 
unjust, and against the duty which we owe to 
the States. Money is as necessary to their de- 
fence, as to that of the United States. Under 
these impressions, I have uniformly voted against 
granting supplies to the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, and shall continue to do it, until I have 
probable grounds for believing they will be judi- 
ciously applied in defence of the country. The 
people of the several States ought not to be com- 
pelled to pay for protection, unless it is afforded 
them by the United States. Shall Massachusetts 
be compelled to contribute to the common stock, 
from which she is allowed to draw nothing? 
When she is denied a reimbursement of necessa- 
ry expenses. incurred in securing that protection 
which the United States owes her and has refused 
to afford, ought she to exhaust her treasury, to 
fill that of the United States? Surely not. 

Before the debate on this bill commenced, the 
plan of the Secretary at War, for filling the ranks 
of the regular Army, had been laid before this 
House, and a bill founded upon that plan had 
been reported by our Military Committee, and 
committed to the same Committee of the whole 
House to which this bill was committed; and 
gentlemen who have preceded me in the debate 
on this bill, seem to have considered everything 
which relates to calling forth the militia, or fill- 
ing the ranks of the regular Army, as an issue; 
and the principles involved in the Secretary’s 
plan have been advocated by some, and repro- 
bated by others, according to their several opin- 
ions. I shall therefore make no apology for as- 
suming the same latitude. 

The gentlemen who attempt to support the 
constitutionality of this bill, and of the Secreta- 
ry’s plan, contend that Congress, by the Consti- 
tution, “ have power to raise armies, without lim- 
itation as to the mode;” that the important and 
extensive duties of “providing for the common 
defence, promoting the general welfare, and se- 
curing the blessings of liberty,” are assigned to 
Congress, and because these are made their du- 
ties, it is contended they must have powers com- 
mensurate with them. 

Sir, I cannot suppress my astonishment, when 
I hear gentlemen quote the preamble of our Con- 
stitution, as an authority to exercise the powers 
contemplated in the Secretary’s plan. It appears 
to me to make directly against them. Under a 
Constitution expressly formed for the purpose of 
securing the blessings of civil liberty, they claim 
the right of exercising a power inconsistent with 
the first principles of civil liberty, and repugnant 
to the genius and nature of our Government. Ii 
Congress have such a power, we are not freemen. 

*'To provide for the common defence, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty,” are mentioned in the preamble of the 
Constitution as objects and ends which the peo- 


ee ee 





Had =i WA MD Bath e 





909 


Decemeer, 1814. 








ple had in view, in giving the powers which they 
did give, and not asa designation of powers which 
were to be given. They were expressed as an 
admonition to after legislators, how to exercise 
their powers, and to restrain them from passing 
laws founded upon such principles as are em- 
braced in the Secretary’s plan, and not to justify 
it. “The common defence, general welfare, and 
securing the blessings of liberty,” are a pole star, 
or constellation, to direct Congress in their course, 
and in the application of the powers which are 
expressly given them by the Constitution. Sir, 
1 do not know of any express provision in the 
,Constitution, that Congress shall have power “to 
provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of lib- 
erty.” To say that Congress have all powers 
which they may deem necessary to accomplish 
these objects, and that they are not restrained by 
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thought it was necessary to give to Congress, and 
what they did give, is to be learned from the spi- 
rit of the times in which the Constitution was 
formed, from the views and motives which in- 
duced the people to form it, and from a fair con- 
struction of the Constitution itself, taking it all 
together. 

When the Constitution was formed and adopt- 
ed, a jealousy of the military power of the Uni- 
ted States, and a caution as to what they should 
part with, were predominant feelings in the peo- 
ple of all the States. A consolidated military 
Government was the object of fearful apprehen- 
sions. The State Governments had been tried, 
and were familiar to the people, and a more gen- 
eral confidence was placed in them than that of 
the United States, of which they had made no 
experiment. The “blessings of civil liberty” 
were thought much more secure, without giving 


the powers expressly given, is, in effect, to say | to Congress an unlimited power of the sword, 
there is no limit to their powers; that our Con- | than they would be if that were the case. Let 
stitution is a mere carte blanche. But, sir, if | the people of Massachusetts have been told, that 


powers were given in the general terms before 
mentioned, (which, however, is not the case,) 
and afterwards particular powers were expressed, 
the general powers would be controlled and re- 
strained by the special. This is an established 
rule in the construction of all instruments. If A 
gives to B a letter of attorney, in which he con- 
stitutes him his agent, to represent him in all 
courts, and to transact all his concerns, and then 
proceeds to give powers to do special acts, ina 
particular manner, the general powers are con- 
trolled and restrained by the special. 

The true construction of the provision in the 
Constitution, that “ Congress shall have power 
to raise and support armies,” is, that Congress 
shall have authority, or it shall be lawful for them 
to do it; not that they may use power or force, 
to coerce or compel the citizens to enter the reg- 
ular army. Congress have power to establish 
post offices and make post roads; but no person 
ever re sei that they could chain the citizens 
to wheelbarrows, and make them work against 
their will. The power of Congress to raise ar- 
mies must be exercised in such a manner as is 
consistent with the people enjoying “the bless- 
ings of civil liberty.” 

Though the Government of the United States 
cannot claim any power by implication or con- 
struction, being prohibited from doing it by the 
Constitution, yet the same cannot be said of the 
State governments or the people. It is admissi- 
ble and fair to infer what they meant to reserve 
in one case, by what they refuse to give in an- 
other. That the people and the States did not 
intend to give Congress power by force to com- 
pel the citizens, our fathers, brothers, and chil- 
dren, to enter the regular Army, destined for for- 
eign conquest, under United States’ officers, is 
clearly to be inferred, from their refusing to place 
the militia under United States’ officers when 
forced into the service, even in case of invasion, 
the most pressing exigency that can possibly hap- 
pen. 

What powers the people and the several States 


Congress, if the Constitution were adopted, would 
have power to raise regular armies, against the 
opinion of their State Legislature, for foreign 
conquest, or any other purpose, and that their 
parents, themselves, and their children, could be 
forced into the ranks, under the command of Uni- 
ted States’ officers, and be subject to martial law, 
and the discipline, severity, and the privations of 
a camp; and the Constitution, instead of being 
suffered to lie on the table for consideration, 
would have been thrown under it. They would 
have said, we have fought for “the blessings of 
civil liberty,” and we will not adopt a Constitu- 
tion which will seal our slavery. The people of 
Massachusetts would have said, on such an oc- 
casion, what the people of Virginia did on one 
less warrantable, “ We will secede from the Union, 
‘and be left to the protection and government of 
‘a hundred thousand free independent citizens.” 

In the express provisions of the Constitution, 
a hedge was intended to be set about the citizens 
of the several States, to guard them against the 
incursions of the military powers of the United 
States. The wisdom of that precaution is now 
manifest. If the United States could command 
the military power of all the States, they would 
endanger and could easily destroy any individual 
State. This was foreseen, and the power with- 
holden. Even the qualified authority which is 
given to Congress by the Constitution, “to pro- 
vide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions,” 
requires that the soldiers should be placed under 
officers appointed by the States. This reserva- 
tion was made by the States to guard their citi- 
zen soldiers against oppressive power, to secure 
to the State Governments the attachment of the 
officers, and guard the State against a misappli- 
cation of their military force, and prevent it from 
being turned against them. Canany one believe 
when the people, in case of invasion, the most 
trying emergency which can happen, gave the 
United States power to call forth the militia un- 
der State officers only, that they intended to put 
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the whole people of the several States at the dis- | against their consent, may be placed under the 
posal of the Government of the United States, | command of minions and striplings from distant 
and expose them to be foreed into the regular States. This may be thought to be a Vision of 
Army, under United States’ officers, in whose | fancy, a delusion of the mind ; but, judging from 
appointment they had no agency, and under | appointments which have heretofore been made, 
whose command they would find no mercy ; and | we could not expect that more attention would 
this for the purpose of foreign conquest? No, | be paid to our feelings or our interest, in a cer- 
sir! It is a doctrine too absurd and inconsistent | tain section of our country, than such a state of 
to find support in any uvprejudiced mind. We | things would exhibit. As I am unwilling to be 
may as well suppose that they would have trem- | thought to make railing accusations, without ey- 
bled at the yelping of a lapdog, and felt no ter- | idence to support them, I shall trouble the House 
rors at the roaring of lions ; that they would have | with the statement of a few facts, which fully 
strained at a gnat and swallowed a camel. | maintain the suggestions which I have made. 

All those who labor to support the right of | Notto mention the embarrassments experienced 
Congress to exercise the powers contemplated in | by Massachusetts in forending against the enemy 
the Secretary’s plan, in my mind, fall into one | sarhion have been fully stated by my honorable 
common error. Instead of considering the Goy- | friend, Mr. Kina) arising from the President's 
ernment of the United States as a Government 
of limited jurisdiction, possessing such powers 
only as are expressly given, they consider it asa 
Government of general jurisdiction, and as hav- 
ing all powers which are not denied. 

All powers not expressly given to Congress by 
the Constitution, are reserved to the States or to 
the people. If the powers given are not adequate 
to the public exigencies (which I do not admit to 
be the case,) it is not the fault of Congress, who 
are the mere agents of the people, and accounta- 
ble to them for the fair and faithful exercise of 
such powers only as are given tothem, To say 
that it is necessary, or highly convenient to the 
defence of the country, that Congress should 
have the powers contemplated in the Secretary’s 
plan, and therefore, that they have them, is very | preme | i 
illogical. It is like arguing from right to fact, | disability was removed, he received a colonel’s 
oa om fact to right, which is never admissible. | commission from the President, and was sent to 


sending a General, in whom the Government of 
Whether or not it would have been better, accord- | exercise his command in the very section in which 


the United States had practically said they had 
no confidence, to command on one of the most 
important stations, the case of Colonel Loring 
ought not to pass. unnoticed. Some few years 
since, he commanded a company of militia in the 
town of Boston, and was chargeable with many 
acts of insubordination and unmilitary conduct, 
for which he was arrested. Asa military man, 
he was acommon mover of sedition and disor- 
der. A court martial was legally appointed, and 
consisted of officers of both political parties. By 
the unanimous voice of the court, he was found 
guilty, and by their sentence disqualified for hold- 
ing any military office (if I mistake not) for five 
years; and the sentence was approved by the su- 
preme Executive of Massachusetts. Before this 


ing to the ideas which the majority now seem to | he had received his sentence of disqualification. 
have, that the United States should have been | and, as I have been informed, over one of the of- 
consolidated, and the independence of the States | ficers who sat on his trial. This was an affront 
annihilated, and Congress possess all power,even | and an insult to the constituted authorities o/ 
he power of acting immediately upon the people | Massachusetts, and to power legally exercised ; 
for all military and civil purposes, it is of no im- | and while the President thus practises himself, 
portance to inquire. We do not sit here to alter | he cannot expect that his authority and jurisdic- 
the Constitution, or make a new one, but to ad- | tion will be respected by others. The embarrass- 
minister it, according to its form and effect, as the | ments which the appointments to which I allude 
people, from whom all power proceeds, and for | occasioned to the Government of Massachuseits, 
whose benefit it is to be exercised, have made it, | in their late measures of defence, were much more 
For the purposes of defence, the State Gov- | than a counterbalance for any aid they have re- 
ernments have a right to command the services | ceived from the Government of the United States. 
of all their citizens who are able to render any;| The express provision in the Constitution, tha! 
but no Government under heaven has a right to | the States shall appoint the officers of the militia, 
compel the citizens of our country to enter the | when called into actual service, is considered as 
regular Army, under United States’ officers, for | a strong argument against the right of Congress 
the purpose of “pushing the war into Canada,” | to exercise the powers contemplated in the See- 
or for the purpose of any foreign conquest, what- | retary’s plan, and the train of reasoning he has 
ever. Such a power is at war with the vital spi- | adopted to get over it is extraordinary indeed. 
rit of our Constitution, and the first principles of | He admits that if the mode of raising an army 
civil liberty. which he proposes, “ draws men from the militia 
Sir, according to the principles of the Secreta- | service and places them under regular officers, the 
ry’s plan, and the provisions of the bill, which | principles of the Constitution are violated.” Io 
have been suman to be defended in the pres- | the execution of the Seeretary’s plan, men will 
ent debate, the soldiers may be wholly drawn | be forcibly drawn from the mi itia and placed in 
from one section of the United States, and the | the regular Army, under the United States’ offi- 
officers appointed fromanother. The legislators, | cers. This I hold to be indisputably the case. 
the judges, and the freemen of the Eastern States, | The grounds upon which it is contended that such 
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will not be the operation of the Secretary’s plan, 
are, that the men are drawn from the population 
of the country, and not from the militia. 

Sir, does not the population of the country em- 
brace the militia? Is it noi a well settled maxim 
in philosophy, law, and common sense, that the 
greater contains the less, and that the whole em- 
braces all the parts? If one part, and that from 
which military force would most probably be at- 
tempted to be drawn, is guarded and secured by 
the Constitution, can you take the whole without 
violating the provision whch secures the part ? 
Certainly you cannot. The population of the 
country embraces the militia, and more also; and 
because the power proposed to be exercised is not 
limited tothe militia, it is said to be Constitutional, 
though it is admitted that it would not be so if it 
were thus limited. If you cannot touch a part, 
unless it be swb modo, you cannot touch the whole, 
which includes that part, unless it be subject to 
the same limitation. But, sir, Congress have no 
power over the population, for military purposes, 

‘to organize them as militia, and 
arm and discipline them,” and when thus organ- 
ized, to call them forth for the purposes expressed 
by the Constitution, under officers appointed by 
the States. 

If the bill on your table is unconstitutional, re- 
sistance is not only lawful, but itis aduty. To 
resist usurped power, is as high a duty as to sub- 
mit to power lawfully exercised ; and the freemen 
of the East will much sooner incur the penalties 
of an unconstitutional law, than the guilt of 
treachery to their country and posterity. We 
have heard much from some of the majority, “ of 
the power of Government, of rebellion, and of 
crisis.” Sir, far be it from me to do anything to 
invite or hasten crises, but if they are forced upon 
the citizens of this country, when they are defend- 
ing “ the blessings of civil liberty,” they will be 
met with that fortitude which conscious integrity 
inspires, and the power of the Government, exerted 
in an unjust cause, will be found to be impotent. 

From the language of some gentlemen, I should 
suppose they imagine, that persons in authority 
have a right to use any powers which they may 
deem necessary to accomplish lawful ends, and 
are not restrained or limited to Constitutional 
means, and that resistance, in all eases, would be 
rebellion. 

“ Whoever in authority,” said the great Mr. 
Locke, “ exceeds his powers, acts without author- 
ity, and may be opposed as any other man who 
invades rights.” Upon its being observed, that 
“to tell the people they may oppose power when 
perverted or misapplied, will lead to rebellion,” 
the same fre man replied, “ you may as well 
say, to tell honest men they may oppose robbers 
and pirates will lead to disorder and bloodshed.” 
When the famous Selden was asked, “by what 
statutes resistance to tyranny could be justified,” 
he answered : “It is to be justified by the custom 
and usage of England, which is the law of the 
land.” “We are to support the Crown,” says 
Bolingbroke, “ with our lives and fortunes, while 
it keeps within bounds, and protects us, and no 
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longer.’ “ This is so well settled,” as he expresses 
it, “that conscience has no oecasion to battle 
with the understanding.” “A King,” says Mr. 
Erskine, “has no more authority to exceed his 
power, than a constable.” If Government usurp 
a power, not given by the Constitution, they are 
wrong doers, and responsible for the consequences. 

In the Seeretary’s explanatory observations, it 
is said, that “ Congress had a right,.by the Con- 
stitution, to raise regular armies, and no restraint 
is imposed in the exercise of it ;” that “it would 
be absurd to suppose that Congress could not car- 
ry this power into effect, otherwise than by ac- 
eepting the near services of individuals”— 
and that “it might happen that an army could 
not be raised in that mode, whence the power 
would have been granted in vain.” 

Sir, it will never happen in a country like ours, 
that a wise and provident Administration cannot 
raise an army, without resorting to force, when 
the interest of the nation requires that they should 
have one. In a war just, necessary, and expedi- 
ent, and wisely conducted, one in which the feel- 
ings of the people are engaged, armies will be 
raised with great facility. In any other war the 
Government ought not to have an army. Our 
Government is a Government of the people, was 
made for the people, for the good of the many, 
and not to support the pride, the weak or wicked 
policy, or the passions of the few. War never 
ought to be declared by a Government like ours, 
excepting for causes of such magnitude, and for 
injuries of such a nature,as to cause a general 
excitement. After having legislated for years 
upon principles hostile to the interests of the 
people, and destructive of their attachment to 
the Government, to expect that the people would 
rally round the Government, and fight with ea- 
thusiasm, betrays a want of knowledga of men, 
and of the nature of our free institutions. 

The Secretary further observes, that “long 
‘continued invasions, conducted by well disci- 
a troops. can best be repelled by troops 
‘kept constantly in the field, and equally well 
* disciplined ;” that “the framers of the Consti- 
*‘ tution, and the States who ratified it, knew the 
‘advantage which an enemy might have over 
‘us by regular forces, and intended to place their 
‘country on an equal footing ;” and so he con- 
cludes the Government have a right to raise such 
troops by compulsion. 

If our Government can adopt such reasoning 
as this, and reduce it to practice, our citizens will 
soon find themselves in chains of despotism. 
“The framers of the Constitution, and the States 
who adopted it,” also well knew that an attack 
made upon our country by the energies and un- 
divided efforts of a foreign despot, could most 
effectually be resisted by despotic and arbitrary 
power ; and it may as fairly be contended that, 
in time of war, it was intended by “the framers 
of the Constitution,” that the President, to whom 
the command of the Army and Navy is given, 
should have all the power of a Roman Dictator. 
No doubt if one individual wielded the whole 
physical force, and commanded the whole re- 
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sources of the country, in time of war, we could | understood by our enlightened citizens. 


more successfully invade foreign countries, and 
more promptly defend our own. “ The pace of 
snail,” in which the American Congress moves, 
is not well suited to the energies and quick-time 
step of military operations. But with power in 
the President, so well suited to war, what would 
become of us in peace? We might then be op- 
pressed with as much facility as we could be 
defended in war. To guard against oppression, 
the powers of Government are wisely limited by 
the people, and every branch of the Government, 
at their peril, must keep within the bounds pre- 
seribed. If we have free institutions, and enjoy 
“the blessings of civil liberty,” we cannot pos- 
sess all the despotic energies in war. This our 
Government ought to have considered before 
war was declared. 

The President, through his Ministry, declares 
to us “that the nature of the crisis in which we 
‘ are involved, and the extent of our danger, re- 
‘ quire particular attention ; that we are contend- 
‘ing for existence, and must make great exer- 
‘ tions, and suffer great sacrifices; that we are 
* called upon for a display of all that patriotism 
‘which distinguished us in the first great strug- 
‘ gle; that we must relinquish no right, or perish 
‘in the struggle.” 

Is this a true picture of the state of our coun- 
try? Are we contending for existence? Are we 
called upon for a display of those spasms of patri- 
otism exhibited in our great struggle? How 
came we in this situation? By whose agency, 
and for what causes, were we thus involved ? 
The same Government, the same men, involved 
us in the war, which is the cause of all the evils 
and calamities which await us, who now tell us 
and the world, that the principle in support of 
which they said the war was declared is not 
worth a serious contest. The same men who 
now call upon us to surrender our lives, our per- 
sonal liberty, our children, and everything which 
is dear to us, to extricate our country from the 
state of wretchedness in which they have in- 
volved us, now, in effect, admit, that after the 
revocation of the British Orders in Council there 
was no adequate cause for prosecuting the war. 
It is true, as is said, after the peace in Europe, 
the principles ,of impressment, for which our 
enemy contend, “will have no practical effect ;” 
but what were we told when the war was de- 
clared? It was then resounded from one end of 
the continent to the other, that the war was a 
war for principle ; that sailors’ rights were to be 
established on a basis eternal. No man supposed, 
from the representations of the supporters of the 
war, that the blood and treasure which were ex- 

nded were to avert the current sufferings by 
impressment during the war in Europe. Svity 
one knew that the evils of one year of war 
would be greater than those of a century, result- 
ing from impressment, in the manner in which it 
was practised when the war was declared. Gen- 
tlemen may disguise it as they will, still the pas- 
sions, the feelings, and the motives which led to 
the war, will be rightly apprehended and fully 


the causes of the war, the motives which ip- 
fluenced our Government when they declared 
it, the conquest of Canada, and everything rela. 
ting to these subjects, have become to me ex- 
tremely disgusting. I have no pleasure in enter. 
ing upon them, even for the purpose of justly 
reproaching the authors of the war, though the 
baneful effects of it meet my eyes in every direc- 
tion. But, sir, when I hear the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania say, “he had not the honor of 
voting for the war, not being a member when it 
was declared ;” when I hear him speak of “a 
morbid neutrality,” and hear him ask “ what sit- 
uation would our country have been in had war 
not been declared ?” implying that he thinks the 
war a blessing; when I view the picture of the 
distresses of our country, as described by the 
Government; when I look around upon my fel- 
low-citizens and neighbors, and contrast their 
resent with their situation before the war ; when 
oes persons and families who were then in 
flourishing and happy circumstances, moving 
over the earth in a step so light as scarcely to 
touch it—when I see the same persons, in conse- 
quence of disasters which have grown out of the 
war, now moving in the solemn step of a funeral 
procession, poor as death, and gloomy as the 
grave; when I behold the silence of midnight 
pervade our commercial cities, where the busy 
hum of industry was heard in every street, | 
cannot repress my feelings. Many tears of blood 
have been shed in consequence of the war, and 
scenes have been acted, which none but minds 
blinded by infatuation, and hearts impenetrable 
by pity, and insensible to feelings of remorse, 
can contemplate without horror. Those who 
thiok that the happiness of the people deserves 
more consideration than the pride of mistaken 
rulers will readily admit that it is much to be 
regretted that war was declared.* 


*The following extracts from a letter of the cele- 
brated patriot, Edmund Burke, to the sheriffs of Bris- 
tol, on American affairs, in 1777, needs no comment 
to show their application to the supporters and oppos- 
ers of the present war: 

“ Indeed our affairs are in a bad condition. I do 
assure those gentlemen who have prayed for war, and 
obtained the blessing they have sought, that they are 
at this instant in very great straits. 

“The events of this war are of so much greater 
magnitude than those who either wished or feared it, 
ever looked for, that this alone ought to fill every con- 
siderate mind with anxiety and diffidence. Wise men 
often tremble at the very things which fill the thought- 
less with security. Whether you are yet wholly out 
of danger from them is more than I know, or than 
your rulers can divine; but even if I were certain of 
my safety, I could not easily forgive those who had 
brought me into the most dreadful perils, because by 
accidents, unforeseen by them or me, I have escaped. 
A conscientious man would be cautious how he dealt 
in blood ; he would feel some apprehensions of being 
called to a tremendous account, for engaging in 50 
deep a play, without any sort of knowledge of the 
game. I cannot conceive any existence under Heaven, 


Sir, 


SC ORE CA 


oe 





916 | 


a 


, 1814, 


————— 
—= 


Sir, 
ich in. 
clared 
g rela. 
ne ex- 
enter. 
justly 
gh the 
direc- 
1 from 
nor of 
rhen it 
of “a 
lat sit- 
ad war 
ks the 
of the 
y the 
ny fel- 
: their 
| when 
en in 
Loving 
rely to 
conse- 
of the 
uneral 
as the 
Inight 
2 busy 
reet, | 
blood 
ir, and 
minds 
trable 
morse, 
» who 
serves 
staken 
to be 





e cele- 
. Bris- 
nment 


Oppos- 


I do 
r, and 
ey are 


rreater 
red it, 
y con- 
e men 
ought- 
ly out 
r than 
tain of 
o had 
use by 
caped. 
» dealt 
being 
in so 


of the 


paven, 








: 
} 


917 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 918 








Decemser, 1814. Militia Draughis. H. or R. 























We are told “ that the result of the contest can- | supporters of the war, as far as they would draw 
not be doubtful.” If further contest must take | upon theirown. If the statements of the major- 
place, it is my wish that the prediction may prove | ity are true, the results of three campaigns, and 
true. But I want something more to rest my | the existing state of things, most clearly show a 
han upon than the prophecies of the present | want of talents in the Government to call forth 
Administration, or their ability to conduct the! and apply the resources of the country. 

war. Their predictions, heretofore, have proved! The President, through his Minister, says: 
illusory and vain ; and I believe history does not | “ The United States must give up mo right, or 
furnish an example of funds so extensive being | perish in the struggle.” 

expended, and means so extensive exhausted,and| These were not the sentiments of Alexander 
so little effect produced. If the Administration | the Deliverer,at the Treaty of Tilsit; and we have 
have the talents requisite for conducting the war, | seen the fruits and effects of the wisdom of Ro- 
why has not more been done? It issaid that this | manzoff, in negotiating that treaty, wonderfully 
is a war of the nation, and not of a party; that} displayed in the battle of Borodino, and in the 
a great majority of the people, the substantial | after events of Europe. No wise Government, 
yeomanry, the physical strength of the country, | despotic or republican, ever held such language, 
are with the Government. All the laws have | or practised upon such a principle. A mad ad- 
been passed for raising men and money, which | herence to this principle hurried Bonaparte from 
the supporters of the war have required. If the | the government of the fairest part of Europe to 
war is popular, at least four millions of people, a | that speck of creation, the island of Elba. What, 
greater number than the whole population of the | yield nothing! give up no right, however unim- 
country in the Revolutionary war, must be heart } portant, even to quiet the reasonable fears of our 
and hand with the Administration. The purses,| enemy! not even be at peace with “our red 
even of the Opposition, have been open to the| brethren,” and suffer those children of nature to 








(which in the depths of its wisdom tolerates all sorts | moment, the blessing of something that is very like 
of things,) that it is more truly odious and disgusting, | one. Is it the force of the nation they call for? they 
than an impotent, helpless creature, without civil wis- | have it already; and if they choose to fight their bat- 
dom, or military skill, bloated with pride and arro- | tles in their own persons nobody prevents their march- 
gance, calling for battles which he is not to fight, con- | ing with the next e1 pedition. Do they think the ser- 
tending for a dominion which he can never exercise, | vice is stinted for the want of liberal supplies ? Indeed 
and satisfied to be himself mean and miserable, in| they complain without reason. The table of the 
order to render others wretched. House will glut them, let their appetite for expense be 
“If you and I find our talents not of the great and | ever so keen. 
ruling kind, our conduct at least is conformable to our| “In order to produee this favorite unanimity in de- 
faculties. No man’s life pays the forfeit of our rash- | lusion, and to prevent all possibility of a return to 
ness. No desolate widow weeps tears of blood over | our ancient happy concord, arguments for our con- 
our arrogance. tinuance in this course are drawn from the wretched 
“I know many have been taught to think that mod- | situation itself into which we have been betrayed. It 
eration in a case like this is a sort of treason, and that | is said that, being at war, all the policy we have left is 
all arguments for it are sufficiently answered by | to strengthen the hand of Government. On the prin- 
charging all the present or future miseries which we | ciple of this argument, the more mischiefs we suffer 
may suffer on the resistance of our brethren. But I | from Administration, the more our trust in it is to be 
would wish them in this grave matter, and if peace is | confirmed. 
not wholly removed from their hearts, to consider seri-| “Let them but once get us into a war, and then 
ously that to criminate and recriminate never yet was | their power is safe, and an act of oblivion passed for 
the road to reconciliation in any difference among | all their misconduct. Accordingly, the least resistance 
men. If measures of peace are necessary, they must | to power appears more inexcusable in their eyes than 
begin somewhere; and a conciliatory temper must | the great abuses of authority. All dread of a stand- 
precede and prepare every plan of reconciliation. Nor | ing military force, is looked upon as a superstitious 
do I conceive that we suffer anything by thus regula- | panic; and we are taught to believe that a desire of 
ting our minds; we are not disarmed by being disen- | domineering over our countrymen is love to our 
cumbered of our passions. This outrageous language | country. 
which has been encouraged, and kept alive by every | “It is impossible that we should remain long in a 
art, has already done incredible mischief. situation which breeds such notions and dispositions 
“If I had not lived long enough to be little sur- | without some great alteration in the national charac- 
prised at anything, I should have been in'some degree | ter. Many thifgs have been long operating towards 
astonished at the continued rage of several gentle- | a gradual change in our principles; but this war has 
men, who, not satisfied with carrying fire and sword | done more in a few years than all the other causes 
into another country, are animated nearly with the | could have effected in a century. It is, therefore, not 
same fury against those neighbors of theirs, whose | on its own separate account, but because of its at- 
only crime it is that they have charitably and humane- | tendant circumstances, that I consider its continuance, 
ly wished them to entertain more reasonable senti-| or its ending in any way but that of an honorable 
ments, and not always to sacrifice their interest to | and liberal accommodation, as the greatest evil that 
their passion. All this rage against unresisting dis- | can befall us; for that reason I entreat you, again and 
sent, convinces me that at bottom they are far from | again, neither to be persuaded, shamed, or frighted 
satisfied they are in the right. For what is it they | out of the principles that have hitherto led so many of 
would have? A war! They certainly have, at this | you to abhor the war.” 
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enjoy undisturbed, a small portion of the lands 
which the God of nature gave them! The 
proudest Monarchs, in their proudest days, have 
often, for the sake of peace, given up rights not 
important to their security, to quiet the fears of 
a weaker neighbor. Louis XIV, when more pow- 
erful than any Monarch in Europe, for the sake 
of peace, and to quiet the fears of the English 
and Dutch, sores to destroy his fortifications at 
Dunkirk. The English, when they were con- 
querors, to obtain peace, and quiet the fears of 
Spain, agreed to demolish their forts near the 
Bay of Honduras. No wise Government, to 
avoid a present contest, will surrender rights 
which will weaken itself essentially, or give an 
accession of power to its enemy which will ope- 
rate a serious disadvantage in future contests. 
These general observations I have thought it not 
improper to make; as negotiation for peace is 
pending, I will not be more particular. 

Sir, I am not a little surprised at the reproaches 
which have been cast upon the Government and 

ople of Massachusetts, fer suffering a part of 

er territory to be captured, and hitherto to re- 
main in possession of the enemy. It is the more 
extraordimary, as the censure comes from mem- 
bers of a Government to whom she has paid the 
price of protection, and from whom she has a 
right to demand it. It is owing to the improvi- 
dence of the Government of the United States 
that the enemy now possesses the territory to 
which allusion is had. A small portion of the 
millions drawn from Massachusetts, and wasted 
yy dishonest agents, or expended in mad projects, 
if it had been laid out in building fortifications, 
and placing garrisons in them, would have pre- 
vented even a temporary loss of this territory. 
If the United States declare to New England 
that they cannot protect them, and that all ex- 
pectations of the General Government doin 
their duty are mere delusions, Massachusetts will 
use her means to better purposes than the United 
States have employed them. Since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, more money has been 
received from Massachusetts by the United States 
than they have been able to beg or borrow, even 
at an enormous premium, of their partisans and 
supporters; in return for which, for twelve years 
past, she has received nothing but injuries. More- 
over, the place invaded is nearly three hundred 
miles from Massachusetts proper, and her whole 
intermediate seacoast, three hundred miles in ex- 
tent, has been left unprotected by the United 
States, whose duty it was to provide for their 
defence ; and even her capital, daily in expecta- 
tion of invasion, was wholly neglected by the 
General Government. In this situation it did 
not comport with the wisdom and sound policy 
of the supreme Executive of Massachusetts, to 
draw his troops from the capital of his State 
into the wilds of the District of Maine, to rescue 
a portion of its territory from a possession of the 
enemy, which, as it respects the most of it, is 
merely nominal, and leave the capital of the 
State to be sacked and destroyed by the enemy. 
Acts of folly and weakness of this description 
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are the exclusive right of another Executive, 
Sir, I desire, with suitable feelings and emo. 
tions, tothank my God, that the capital of Mas. 
sachusetis has not been invaded. Had it been so 
ordered, even if we had been victorious, vic. 
tory might have been purchased with blood, pre. 
cious to me as my own. In the event of an 
invasion, which I pray God to avert, I believe 
that the rebellious people of Boston, and their 
brethren in the vicinity, would look at Bunker's 
Hill, and at their enemy, and that very differen: 
materials would be furnished for the pages of 
future history, from those furnished by the Pres. 
ident of the United States, and his loyal subjects 
of this patriotic section, in the Hudibrastic vic. 
tory which he obtained in the memorable battle 
of Bladensburg— 


‘‘When the fight becomes a chase, 
“« He wins the fight who wins the race.” 


Sir, I do not like to draw geographical lines, 
or make sectional comparisons. Discussions o{ 
this nature are never invited or commenced by 
me. But when gentlemen from other States 
question the prowess or patriotism of Massachv- 
setts, I must be permitted to remind them of 
what the history of our country will prove, that 
a force, equal to that which overran whole States 
in the South, and chased Legislators from their 
seats into the mountains after the first gun was 
fired, were never able to penetrate into Massa- 
chusetts the distance of cannon shot from her 
shores. 

Although I have already occupied the floor too 
long, I cannot quit it without expressing the high 
gratification which I felt in hearing the remarks 
of two of the gentlemen from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Hopkins and Mr. Duva.t,) who preceded me in 
this debate. To hear the mutual interests, the 
mutual wants and mutual supplies of the Eas- 
ern and Western States, and the adaptation of 
one to the other, and the legitimate and proper 
defence of the whole, a navy, recognised and 
described, in language so lively and so just, exci- 
ted in my breast very pleasing emotions, I have 
witnessed nothing like it since I have had the 
honor of a seat in this House. The feelings of 
friendship and — which were expressed for 
the people of the HKastern States were of a new 
impression. One of the gentlemen (Mr. Dv- 
VALL) mixed a little gall with his honey, and 
planted a few seeds of henbane and nightshade 
in his garden of spices; but upon that I shall not 
dwell. 

When I consider the relative circumstances 
and situations of the Eastern, Southern, and 
Western States, and see how much of harmony 
and how little of opposition there is in their in- 
terests, and how happily they are calculated 
to relieve the mutual wants of each other, and 
to furnish mutual benefits, I am astonished at 
the seeds of bitterness which have sprung up 
among them. When inquiry is made how this 
happened, we may say, as it was said in Holy 
Writ, when the tares were found among the 
wheat, “an enemy hath done it.” In my mind, 
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ominent, influential men in our country, 
too ardent friends of one foreign nation, and too 
inveterate haters of another; enemies to com- 
merce, toa navy, to the fisheries, and to every- 
thing excepting the terra firma of our country, 
whatever their views may have been, were the 
founders of the mistaken and ruinous policy of 
our Government, and of course sowed the seeds 
of the heartbarnings and ill blood among our cit- 
zens, and of all the evils which await our coun- 

a 

If a reconciliation ever takes place between 
our citizens, and between the different sections 


- of our country, it must commence somewhere, 
_ and most clearly it ought to commence with the 


' majority. 


If a system of measures calculated to 
save our country, and not partaking of the spirit 


’ of party, should be proposed by them and reject- 
_ ed by the minority, the majority have the power 





of votes to enforce their own measures, and 
without mortification can say to the minority, 
we can do without you; whereas the minority, 


| destitute of this power, must approach the ma- 


jority in the style of petitioners; a style which 
the majority have no right to expect they will 
assume, considering the state in which the meas- 
ures of the majority, against admonitions and 
remonstrances, have involved their country. 

Mr. Farrow.—Mr. Speaker, I will not, on the 
question of the passage of the bill on your table, 
detain you with my opinion in respect of either 
the justice or policy of the war that you are now 


_ engaged in, nor with the wisdom of the measures 


_ in which it has been prosecuted. The day for 
- examining the propriety of the war is passed by. 


PEAR GEG wa 


cd. ig 


_ acitizen of your Government. 


It must now be enough for me to know that war 
was Constitutionally declared, and that it has 
been conducted by the constituted authority. As 
man must be fallible, it is his province to err; and 
I have no wish to live under a Government where 
he is not allowed that privilege. However great 
may have been the errors of your Administration, 
it is, nevertheless, my boast and pride that I am 
I would not ex- 
change it for any other. While I wish all na- 
tions well, my own is the most dear to me. I[n- 
fluenced by these impressions, I will give you 
every support in my power to enable you to pros- 
ecute the war, until you can obtain a just and 
equitable peace. 

It is contended by several honorable gentlemen 
that the principles.of the bill are unconstitutional. 
The honorable gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. 
Strockron,) with great perspicuity, and with a 
strong discriminating mind, so contended. I sub- 
scribe to every principle that he contended for, 
and every position that he laid down ; but he did 
not, nor cannot, apply them to the bill under con- 
sideration. When acase comes before you to 





* Monsieur Genet, the first Minister from the French 
Republic to our Government, has recently said, that 
in the measures which he adopted towards the supreme 
Executive of our country, the character of which is 
known by every one, he had the advice and approba- 
tion of Mr. Jefferson, the late President. 


which they can be applied I will vote with that 
gentleman. It isin this case, Mr. Speaker, like 
all others, proper first to establish facts before 
you can properly apply principles. He states 
that the militia can only be called out by you, to 
either exeeute the laws of the Union, suppress in- 
surrections, or repel invasions. That is also my 
opinion. As I told you, we agree on prineiples, 
but how he came to the conclusion that this bill 
is not to call out the militia for either of those 
purposes I cannot tell. The facts, as I will show, 
will not authorize such a conclusion. Let us 
now examine what are the facts. We all know 
that, at this time, the enemy has possession of the 
town of Castine, and a large country around 
there, within the State of Massachusetts. Some 
of the forts on your Northern and Northwestern 
frontiers, some of the islands in the Chesapeake 
and on your Northern coasts, the enemy holds 
possession of. Now, under these circumstances, 
what is your duty marked out by the eighth sec- 
tion of the first article of the Constitution of the 
United States ? 

[Here Mr. F. read from the said section: “To 
‘ make rules for the government and regulation of 
‘the land and the naval forces; to provide for 
‘ calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 
‘the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
‘ vasions.”] 

Having in view this part of the Constitution, 
indulge me while I read the first section of the 
bill before you. “ That the President of the Uni- 
‘ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
‘ required to call upon the Executives of the sev- 
‘ eral States and Territories thereof, for their re- 
‘ spective quotas of 80,000 militia, armed and 
‘ equipped according to law, to serve for the term 
‘of one year, from the time of meeting at the 
‘ place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged.” 
These are the principles of the bill; there is a 
provision in the bill, holding out an inducement 
to any man called out asa militiaman, to enlist 
and join the regular army. They may do so if 
they please; and so they may, whether this law 
is passed or not. If they go into the regular ser- 
vice, it must be by virtue of their voluntary con- 
tract. I did vote with those who wished to re- 
duce the term of service, believing, as I do, that: 
six months is as long as the militia ought to be 
called out from their homes and families. Buta 
majority of this honorable body differs with me 
in Opinion, and have fixed the term of service:at 
twelve months. I will, therefore, vote for the 
bill, as am not willing for the nation to strike 
her flag until the enemy will suffer you to rest in 
peace. 

Mr. Gaston said, he hoped he might be in- 
dulged with the attention of the House for a few 
minutes. It was not his purpose to wander over 
the extensive field of controversy, which had been 
opened on this occasion, but briefly to notice one 
or two interesting topies, which had not received 
the attention due to them. The bill on the table 
was such a singular nondescript that it was diffi- 
cult to define itscharacter. Its friends were gen- 


| erally solicitous that it should be regarded as an 





923 
H. or R. 





ordinary militia bill. A majority of the House 
had viewed it in the light of a bill imposing a 
direct tax, while he believed, with his friends 
around him, that it was a disingenuous and un- 
warrantable contrivance for compelling the mili- 
tia to find recruits for the regular army. If the 
bill were to be regarded, as its friends wished, as 
an ordinary militia bill, one objection alone was 
sufficient to insure its rejection. It was utterly 
inefficient for the purposes it professed to have in 
view. As to other parts of the country, he would 
not speak decisively; but in that with which he 
was best acquainted, he would venture to assert, 
that the quota required by this bill could not be 
brought into the freld, in conformity to its provis- 
ions, in less than twelve months after the requi- 
sition. Let these provisions be examined a mo- 
ment. Alter the President has made his requisi- 
tion upon the Executive of a State, the captain 
of every infantry company within it is to be in- 
structed and required to enroll on his muster list 
the names of all persons within the local limits 
of his company, liable to do military duty, whe- 
ther members of his own or any other military 
corps. When this enrolment is completed, every 
captain is to make a return thereof, by mail or 
otherwise, to the brigade-inspector of his brigade. 
When this officer has received the returns from 
all the captains of his brigade, he is then to make 
out and forward a return to the Adjutant General 
of the State, setting forth in it the numbers be- 
longing to each regiment, battalion, and compa- 
ny. The Adjutant General, on receiving the re- 
turns of all the brigade inspectors, is to ascertain 
the number of men which each brigade, regiment, 
battalion, and company, ought to furnish towards 
making up the quota required. Having per- 
formed this arithmetical labor, he is then to com- 
municate the result to the brigadiers throughout 
the State, who will parcel out so much of the 
intelligence as may be necessary to the com- 
mandants of regiments, who, in their turn, will 
issue orders to the captains with whom this pro- 
cess began. This business happily concluded, the 
captains will then divide their companies into 
classes, equal to half the number of persons 
whom they are to furnish, taking especial care 
that these classes shall contain the same number 
of persons and the same quantity of wealth. 
Each class will then, by draught or contract, fur- 
nish two soldiers. Then is to be resumed the 
task of reporting to brigade inspectors, who, in 
their turn, report again to the Adjutant General. 
When this second routine of returns is com- 
rane the men who are to form the quota are 
nown, and are to be organized by companies. 
battalions, regiments, brigades, and divisions, an 
to have their appropriate officers selected and 
commissioned. hen it is recollected that many 
of the officers whose agency is essentially neces- 
sary to set this complicated machine in motion, 
(men no aa in the piping days of peace,) are 
very little acquainted with military duties gen- 
erally, and will not be apt soldiers in learning 
the new duties assigned them, that they are scat- 
tered over an extensive territory, live remote from 
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post offices, and are not in the habit of corres. 
pondence by mail, it is searcely possible to doub; 
that many casualties and failures must occur to 
interrupt the regular transmission and return of 
their official communications. This will take 
place with the best intentions. But if some 
should be disposed not to co-operate zealously jin 
the plan, how will you detect culpable omissions 
on their part? How prove the regular receipt of 
orders, intrusted to a conveyance well known to 
be uncertain, and probably delivered privately, if 
delivered at all, and without the power after. 
wards of distinctly recollecting the fact? If the 
militia are to be resorted to for the defence of 
this country, the utmost promptitudeand despatch 
are essential. The emergency is immediate; so 
should be the call. Yetall our legislative energy 
is to be compressed into a scheme which will pre- 
vent the forthcoming of militia, until the occa- 
sion for their services is past. Asa militia bill, 
that now before us is worse than nugatory. It is 
ruinous, trifling with the most important interests 
of the country. 

But, sir, said Mr. G., I rose peeesy for an- 
other purpose; for a purpose which must interest 
the best feelings of every man who loves Consti- 
tutional freedom, or respects the memory of the 
man, “first in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen.” In the course of this 
discussion, the monstrous and detestable doctrine 
asserted by our Secretary of War, that the Gen- 
eral Government has an uncontrolled power to 
force every American into the ranks of a regular 
army, has been maintained and combatted with 
equal zeal, though with unequal argument. To 
the reasoning of my honorable friends I presume 
not to add anything. The jury before whom 
this issue is tried, the enlightened freemen of this 
country, cannot hesitate as to the verdict they are 
to pronounce. They are ready to declare the 
claim which has been advanced, is arbitrary, 
unconstitutional, and fitted only for the region of 
slavery. But recourse has been had to authority, 
and the name of WasuineTon has been brought 
forward in this House to give sanction to doc- 
trines utterly subversive of the principles of civil 
liberty, as if he had left on record one act, here- 
tofore undiscovered by friend or foe, sufficient to 
tarnish all the fame of his illustrious actions, and 
to strike off his name from the list of the bene- 
factors of mankind. Mine be the task to rescue 
from this unmerited imputation the memory of 
the man, whom, from infancy, I was taught to 
love and revere. 

The doctrine of the Secretary of War, stated 
in its mildest form, is, that the United States 
have a right to draught men out of the militia, 
to fill the ranks of the regular Army. This doc- 
trine is said to be explicitly advanced in a report 
of General Knox, while Secretary of War, and to 
have been distinctly approved by General Wash- 
ington, to whom that report was submitted. I! 
either of these positions be unfounded, the pre- 
tence of the authority of Washington must be 
abandoned. Both are unfounded. 

And first, sir, admitting for a moment that 
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General Knox’s report intimates such a claim on 
the part of the General Government. on what 
evidence are we to pronounce that this claim ob- 
tained the sanction of General Washington ? 

It appears, that at the second session of the first 
Congress, under the present Constitution, when 
the head of the Executive Departments were 
presenting their respective plans upon the great 
subjects which came immediately under their 
yiew, when Hamilton was making his reports on 
public credit and a National Bank, Jefferson on 
the fisheries and other subjects, and Randolph 
upon the Judiciary Establishment, that General 

nox, then Secretary of War, submitted his plan 
for the arrangement of the militia of the United 
States with a view to their effectual defence. 
This plan was presented to the President by Gen. 
Knox, with a letter, stating that it was substan- 
tially the same plan which had been prepared for 
the consideration of the late Congress, under 
whom he had also been Secretary of War, and 
had then been submitted to General Washing- 
ton’s examination. That the general principles 
of that plan having then met his approbation, 
with some exceptions, such modifications had 
been made as conformed to his suggestions. 

This plan and letter the President sent to Con- 
gress, with the following Message: 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

“The Secretary of the Department of War has sub- 
mitted to me certain principles, to serve as a plan for 
the general arrangement of the militia of the United 
States. 

“Conceiving the subject to be of the greatest impor- 
tance to the welfare of our country, and liable to be 
placed in various points of view, I have directed him 
to lay the plan before Congress for their information, 
that they may make such use thereof as they shall 
judge proper. 

‘GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

“Unitrep States, Jan. 21, 1790.” 

The Message and plan were referred by Con- 
gress to a Committee of the whole House, who 
did nothing in relation to it. Some months after 
it waz laid before a select committee, who had 
been appointed to bring in a militia bill, and of 
its history I can discover no further trace. 

It is obvious that General Knox’s plan, from 
his own account of it, was constructed under the 
old Confederation, when the only authority of 
Congress to raise soldiers was by requisitions on 
the States, and when it could not therefore be 
contemplated to draught men into the regular 
Army, except by virtue of State authority, and 
through the medium of State regulations. In 
this plan, at the time it originated, General Wash- 
ington had perceived military merit, and had 
suggested hints towards its further imptovement. 
If Serauthe, in attempting to accommodate this 
system to the purposes of the new Government, 
and to incorporate into it the former military 
suggestions of General Washington, Gen. Knox 
had unguardedly left in it any provision which 
would seem not suited to the powers of the new 
Government, it does not appear that such feature 


was ever brought to the distinct notice of the 
President. He submitted it to Congress, merely 
as a report from the Head of the War Depart- 
ment of a plan for a system of military defence, 
with a well-founded confidence that Congress 
would extract from it such provisions as they 
might deem useful, and were not beyond the 
sphere of their Constitutional powers. 

But, sir, the egregious fallacy of this argument 
will be detected by an examination of the report 
itself. I have examined it attentively, and I pro- 
nounce unhesitatingly, that it does not contain 
the principle said to be found in it. Although 
detached passages of the report might seem to 
countenance the doctrine, which it is now relied 
on to support, yet when they are examined in 
connexion with each other, and with the context, 
it is demonstrable, that it holds forth no claim to 
draught men from the militia of the States into 
the regular Army of the United States. In the 
letter of General Knox, accompanying the plan, 
it is reeommended as a national system of “ de- 
fence ;” and in the introduction, it claimed to be 
“the most efficient system of defence which may 
be compatible with the interests of a free people.” 
He notices the prejudice which the modern prac- 
tice of Europe has created in favor of standing 
armies. He expressed his opinion, that “a small 
‘ corps of well-disciplined and well-informed artil- 
‘ lerists and engineers, and a legion for the protee- 
‘ tion of the frontiers and the magazines and arse- 
‘ nals, are all the Military Establishment which 
* may be required for the present use of the United 

States; the privates of these corps to be enlisted, 
‘ for a certain period, after the expiration of which 
‘to return to the mass of the citizens.” He de- 
clares his conviction, that “ an energetic national 
militia is to be regarded as the capital security of 
a free Republic.” “If? in conformity to his 
recommendation, “it should be decided to reject 
‘a standing army, for the military branch of the 
‘ Government, as possessing too fierce an aspect, 
‘and being hostile to the principles of liberty, it 
‘ will follow that a well-constituted militia ought 
‘to be established.” Then, taking as the princi- 
ples of his plan these maxims which are appli- 
cable only to a militia defence, and declaring his 
purpose to be to carry into effect, not that power 
of the Government which relates to the raising 
of armies, but that which authorizes the United 
States “to provide for organizing and disciplining 
‘the militia, and for governing such parts of 
‘them as may be employed in the service of the 
‘ United States; reserving to the States, respect- 
‘ively, the appointment of the officers and the 
‘authority of training the militia according to 
‘ the discipline prescribed by Congress,” he brings 
forward his scheme of a national defence by 
means of militia only, without a recurrence toa 
regular army. It is not necessary to call the 
attention of the House to a minute examination 
of this scheme, for it is immaterial to the present 
question whether it was practicable and conve- 
nient or otherwise. It was a bold plan of militia 
organization and discipline. I hazard no opinion 
as to its correctness or utility. Its prominent 
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features were, a division of all the militia into 
three corps; an advanced, a main, and a reserved 
corps; composed of individuals of different ages; 
giving to all these corps the legionary form ; and 
a sub-division into sections for the more ready 
and equal compliance with every proper requisi- 
tion. The reserved corps, consisting of persons 
of advanced age, was set apart for the domestic 
defence of each State, and was not to be obliged 
to furnish men, except in cases of actual invasion 
or rebellion near home. The advanced corps 
“were designed not only as a school in which the 
‘ youth of the United States were to be instructed 
‘in the art of war; but they were in all cases of 
‘ exigence to serve as an actual defence to the 
community.” And “in all cases of invasion or 
‘ rebellion, were, on requisition of lawful author- 
‘ ity, obliged to march to any place within the 
‘ United States.” And when in the service of 
the United States, were to be allowed the same 
pay, “subsistence, clothing, and other allowance, 
as should be made to Federal troops under the 
same circumstances.” The main corps, forming 
the principal defence of the country, either united 
with the reserve corps for domestic purposes, or 
“on sudden occasions, to which the advanced 
corps was incompetent,” furnished thereto an 
adequate portion of its foree “by means of its 
sections.” Thus, in the language of Genera! 
Knox, for a sum less than four hundred thousand 
dollars annually, an energetic national militia was 
to be durably established, the invaluable princi- 
ples of liberty secured and perpetuated, and a 
dignified national fabric erected on the solid foun- 
dation of public virtue. Thus much for the ordi- 
nary organization of this national force, and for 
its application to those casual and fleeting pur- 
poses which might arise in a state of general 
tranguillity. But should any serious and perma- 
nent interruption of the public tranquillity, either 
from external or internal causes, require a more 
permanent and vigorous form to be given to this 
national force, this end was to be accomplished 
by requisitions on the States, which would be 
answered from the advanced and main corps by 
means of the sections. This, sir, is the obvious 
meaning of the clauses in this report, which have 
been relied on as warranting the doctrine of con- 
scription. The clauses are these—* All requisi- 
‘ tions for men to form an army, either for State 
‘ or Federal purposes, shall be furnished by the 
‘advanced and main corps, by means of the sec- 
‘ tions.” “The Executive government, or Com- 
‘mander-in-chief of the militia of each State, 
‘ will assess the numbers required, on the respect- 
‘ ive legions of these corps.” The army here in- 
tended is an army of militia, not of regulars ; not 

rocured by recruiting, still less by forcing men 
into the ranks, under the authority of the General 
Government, but obtained by means of requisi- 
tions on the States, sanctioned by their respective 
Executives. The requisitions must be under- 
stood to be such as are recognised in the Consti- 
tution, to repel invasions, suppress insurrections, 
and execute the laws of the United States. The 
officers of this army were contemplated to be 
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militia officers, not Federal; for the report ex. 
plicitly declares that the constitutions of the indi- 
vidual and United States having prescribed the 
mode in which the officers of the militia should 
be appointed, no alteration can be made therein, 
“and expresses a solicitude that the wisdom of 
‘ the States may be manifested by inducing indi- 
‘ viduals, who had acquired military skill in our 
‘ Revolutionary contest, to accept.of these militia 
‘ appointments, and thus render their dear bought 
‘ knowledge useful to the nation.” 

The army of which General Knox speaks, in 
this report, is an army to be formed by “requisi- 
tions” on the States; to be employed only in the 
exigence of the Constitution, and to be com. 
manded by officers appointed by the State author. 
ities. It is clear, therefore, that he is speaking 
not of a regular, but of a militia wee 

Let this report, sir, be examined from begin. 
ning to end, and every sentence criticised, and 
ingenuity may still be defied to point out a single 
clause, which, by fair construction, can be made 
to support the idea, that General Knox intended 
a draught from the militia into the ranks of the 
regular Army, under the authority of the Gen- 
eral Government. I am indebted to an intelli- 
gent gentleman for an idea, which very much 
corroborates my construction of the report.— 
General Knox proposes, with a view to maintain 
defence, a classification of seamen somewhat 
similar to that of militia, But, to carry this into 
operation, he declares it requisite that “ efficient 
‘ regulations should be established in the respect- 
‘ive States to register seamen, and to render 
‘ those of a certain age amenable to the public 
‘ for personal service, if demanded within a given 
‘ period.” Now, sir, why was it necessary to call 
in the aid of State laws to impose this obligation 
on the seamen of the United States? It must be 
because the Constitution of the United States 
had not conferred on the General Government a 
right to compel their services; yet that Consti- 
tution had given as unlimited a power to provide 
and maintain a mary) as it had to raise and sup- 
portan army. Could General Knox, while ad- 
mitting that the General Government had no 
compulsatory power, in the one case, be supposed 
to contend for it in the other. Sir, I will trouble 
the House no further. I trust I have proved to 
the satisfaction of every reflecting mind, that the 
documents so confidently produced afford no 
countenance to the doctrines they were meant to 
uphold. Whatever other names may be brought 
forward to sanction the doctrine of conseription, 
that of the great founder of our liberties cannot 
be pressed into the detestable service. 

The previous question having been required 
by Mr. Ruga, of Tennessee, was then taken, and 
decided a$ follows: For the previous question 87, 
against it 63. 

The main question on the passage of the bill 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative: 
For the bill 84, against it 72, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Calhoun, Chap- 
pell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Crawford, 
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Creighton, Cuthbert, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, 
Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grif- 
fin, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Ir- 
win, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent 
of Maryland, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, New- 
ton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Ba of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Bradley, Breckenridge, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, 
Caldwell, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, 
Dana, Davenport, Davis of Mass., Davis of Pennsylva- 
nia, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Henderson, Howell, Jackson 
of Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kerr, 

ing of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, 

1, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Sheffey, Shipherd, Skinner, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stur- 
ges, T t, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, Winter, and Wright. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Wriaur, to 
amend the title of said bill, by inserting after the 
word “militia,” the words “or forty thousand 
regulars, if they shall be furnished under the pro- 
visions of this bill.” And the question being taken, 
it was determined in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gastron to amend 
the title by striking out the words “for the de- 
fence of the frontiers of the United States against 
invasion.” And the question being taken, it was 
determined in the negative. 

Ordered, That the title be, “ An act to author- 
ize the President of the United States to call 
upon the several States and Territories thereof 
for their respective quotas of 80,000, militia, for 
the defence of the frontiers of the United States 
against invasion.” 





Tuurspay, December 15. 


On motion of Mr. Gnuouson, the petition of 
Amey Dardin, presented on the 27th December, 
1804, was referred to the Committee on Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Yancey reported a bill for the relief of 
James Doyle, which was read twice, and com- 
mitted, 

The House proceeded to consider the message 
from the Senate, asking a conference on the sub- 
ject-matter of the disagreeing votes of the two 

ouses on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill “to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintain- 
ing the pablie credit, by laying duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States, and by amend- 
ing the act laying duties on licenses to distillers 
of spirituous liquors.” Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That this House do insist on their 
disagreement to the said amendments, and agree 
to the conference asked by the Senate thereon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Eppes, Mr. Fisx of New 
York, and Mr. Guotson, be the managers at the 
said conference on the part of this House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill * to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by duties on sales at auction; on the postage of 
letters; on licenses to retail wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise,” with amend- 
— ; in which they ask the concurrence of this 

ouse. 


DUTIES ON MANUFACTURES. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Eppes, of Vir- 
inia, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
hole, on the bill “to provide additional reven- 
ues for defraying the expenses of Government 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, an 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States.” 

[This bill proposes to lay on all manufactures 
the duties specified in the following extract from 
the bill :] 

On pig iron, per ton, one dollar. 

On castings of iron, per ton, one dollar and fifty 
cents. 

On bar iron, per ton, one dollar. 

On rolled or slit iron, per ton, one dollar. 

On cut nails, brads, and sprigs, made wholly or in 
part by machinery, per pound, one cent. 

On candles of spermaceti or white wax, per pound, 
ten cents. 

On mould candles of tallow, or of wax, or other 
than white, or in part of each, per pound, three cents. 

On dipped candles of tallow, or of wax, other than 
white, or in part of each, per pound, one cent. 

On hats, caps of leather or fur, bonnets, except made 
entirely from wool, silk, cotton, or linen, or in part 
from each, or which, if made from other materials, shall 
not exceed in value one dollar and fifty cents, eight 
per centum ad valorem. 

On paper, five per centum ad valorem. 

On playing cards, fifty per centam ad valorem. 

On saddles and bridles, six per centum ad valorem. 

On boots and bootees, exceeding five dollars per 
pair in value, five per centum ad valorem. 

On beer, ale, and porter, six per centum ad va- 
lorem. 

On tobacco, cigars, and snuff, twenty per centum 
ad valorem. 

On leather, including therein all hides and skins, 
whether tanned, tawed, dressed, or otherwise made, 
on the original manufacture thereof, ten per centum 
ad valorem. 

Mr. Eppes assigned, at some length, the reasons 
why the committee had, on these manufactures, 
departed occasionally from the instructions of the 
House, and generally preferred an ad valorem to 
a specific duty; the principal of which was, the 
great variety in quality and denomination of these 
articles, which, while it would make specifie du- 
ties vexatious, would render them liable to con- 
tinual evasions. All the articles proposed to be 
dutied, he further said, pay a much higher duty 
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when imported, and, whilst the last section of 
this bill limited the operation of the tax to the 
continuance of the double duties now imposed 
by law, no article had been selected for taxation 
which it was believed the United States could 
not manufacture in abundance for their consump- 
tion. In the present situation of the country, con- 
ceiving it unnecessary to say anything on the ne- 
cessity of imposing additional taxes, he waived 
any remarks on that head. 

Mr. Bay vies, of Massachusetts, moved to strike 
out the following words in the above enumera- 
tion: “ Cut nails, brads, and sprigs, made wholly 
or in part by machinery, one cent per pound.” 

Mr. B. supported this motion by a variety of 
arguments, to show the probable oppressive effects 
of this duty on the manufacture in question, par- 
ey in the part of the country which he see 
resented, where nails are manufactured entirely 
from imported iron. This description of manu- 
facture. he said, already labored under great dis- 
advantage, arising from the expense of erecting 
the necessary machinery, from the high premium 
paid to inventors for the use of their patent right, 
and from the increase of the cost of transporta- 
tion and diminution of consumption occasioned 
by the war, &c. So high a duty would have the 
effect, he feared, of converting the manufacture 
by machinery tothe manufacture by hand, to the 
prejudice of the morals and agriculture of the 
country. He said, he could not see why a dis- 
crimination was made between nails manufac- 
tured by the aid of machinery, and those made 
be hand. Mr. B. added, that this tax was not one 
of those recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. Eppes, in reply to one of Mr. B.’s sugges- 
tions, said, that the reason why wrought nails 
were exempted from taxation, was, that there 
was no other way in which nails made for do- 
mestic use, for shoeing horses, or such occasional 
purposes, could be exempted from taxation. No 
tax on nails, made by the hand, could be made 
to —— anything to the revenue without in- 
volving great oppression. It was, besides, how- 
ever, not reasonable or equitable that a man who 
makes nails by a laborious operation by hand, 
should be placed on a level with him who cuts 
off a peck of nails at a single stroke or movement 
of a machine. 

The motion of Mr. Bayties was negatived— 
ayes only 39. 

_ This amendment having failed— 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
this clause so as to reduce the tax on nails from 
one cent to half a cent per pound, which he sup- 
ported by a variety of observations. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Mr. Erres, and Mr. Kitsourn ; and sup- 
ported by Mr. Wm. Reep ; and was negatived— 
ayes 34. 

Various modifications of this clause were pro- 
posed, one only of which succeeded, viz: to insert, 
‘or rolled,” after the word “ cut.” 

On motion of Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, 
the word “ manufactured,” was added to the word 
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“ tobacco,” so as to define more clearly the nature 
of that tax. 

Mr. Forney, of North Carolina, moved to 
amend the clause respecting pig iron, so as to re. 
duce the duty from one dollar to fifty cents per 
ton.—Negatived. 

Mr. F. then moved to strike out the words 
“castings of iron per ton, one dollar and fifty 
cents,” and insert in lieu thereof, “ hollow ware 
per ton one dollar, or open sand castings fifty 
cents per ton;” which motion he supported on 
the alleged inequality of value of the articles thus 
proposed to be taxed alike. The motion was neg. 
atived. 

Mr. WueaTon moved to amend the clause for 
taxing “hats,” by inserting, among the excep- 
tions, such as are made of “straw ;” in support 
of which motion he made a number of ingenious 
and pertinent remarks, arising from the domestic 
nature of this manufacture, principally carried on 
by young females in the Eastern States. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, in an equally good- 
humored manner, objected to the motion; deem- 
ing the elegant bonnets which adorn our ladies’ 
heads, and their perpetually changing fashions, 
as fit subjects of taxation. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, observed, that it was 
far from the Financial Committee’s intention to 
include this branch of manufacture; and the mo- 
tion of Mr. WuEaTon was agreed to by a great 
majority. 

Mr. BiceLow, of Massachusetts, supported by 
his colleague, iret: BricHam,) moved to strike 
out the tax on leather altogether. Negatived— 
ayes 42. 

Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, moved to amend 
the clause relating to the tax on hats, by striking 
out “one dollar and fifty cents,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof, “ two dollars.”—Agreed to. 

Mr. Witson, of Massachusetts, moved to 
amend the above extract, by striking out all the 
proposed taxes, except those on pig iron, castings, 
bar, and rolled, and slit iron, playing cards, beer, 
ale and porter, and tobacco, cigars, and snuff; 
and to insert in lieu thereof the following: 


On flour, fifty cents per barrel. 

On corn, five cents per bushel. 

On rye, five cents per bushel. 

On cotton, two cents per pound. 

On hemp, two cents per pound. 

On sugar, two cents per pound. 

On rice, one cent per pound. 

On tobacco, one cent per pound. 

On copper and leaden ore, and coal of mines, ten 
per centum ad valorem. 

On steam engines, if employed in factories, fifty 
dollars; if employed in propelling boats, one hundred 
dollars; and when an exclusive privilege shall be en- 
joyed by the person or persons chargeable therewith, 
two hundred dollars. 

On offices, created by authority of the United States, 


| whose emolument, by salary or perquisites, shall annu- 


ally exceed fifteen hundred dollars, and not exceed 
five thousand, one per centum; and on those which 
exceed five thousand dollars, five per centum on such 
excess, except those offices whose emoluments are 
prohibited from diminution by the Constitution: Pro- 
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vided, That so much of each of the foregoing products, 
as shall be consumed by the owner, shall be exempted 
from taxation. 

This motion Mr. WiLson supported by a train 
of reasoning on this basis: that the freeholders, 
who form the body of those who are represented 
on this floor, ought to pay a tax, if not higher, at 
least in some degree proportioned to the tax now 
proposed to be levied on the poor and industrious 
mechanics of the country. He made use of a 
number of arguments to show that the taxes he 
proposed were equitable in themselves, and more 
reasonable than those proposed by his motion to 
be exempted from taxation ; and particularly the 
article of spermaceti candles, and some others, 
which will have an exclusively sectional ope- 
ration. In this exposition he went much into 
detail. 

The question on this motion was taken without 
debate, and decided in the negative—ayes only 
thirteen. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to amend the 
billso as to exempt from the operation of the tax, 
all such ou as the Government may now 
have contracted for to be delivered at stipulated 
prices. This motion was opposed by Mr. Eppes, 
and negatived by a decided majority. 

Mr. Oaxtey, of New York, moved to strike 
out the article of “dipped candles ;” which mo- 
tion was supported by Mr. Eppes, and decided in 
the affirmative by a large majority. 

Mr. Oakey then moved to except from taxa- 
tion altogether all mould candles of tallow.— 
Negatived by a large majority. 

Mr. Jonn Reep, vf Massachusetts, moved to 
strike out “spermaceti” candles; and argued at 
some length in support of his motion, on the 
ground of the almost exclusive operation of this 
tax on the Island of Nantucket and town of New 
Bedford, &c., and therein diminished ability to 
pay; as, also, on the ground of its tendency to 
depress the whale fisheries. 

The question on the motion being taken with- 
out debate, was decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: For the motion 54, against it 50. 

Mr. Upres, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the clause for taxing iron castings, by adding 
thereto the following proviso: 

“ Provided, That all castings made use of in fur- 
naces and forges, shall be exempted from paying the 
duty thereon.” 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Eppes, and 
negatived by a very large majority. 

Mr. Pirxin, of Connecticut, moved to reduce 
the proposed tax on leather from ten to five per 
cent. ad valorem. 

This motion, having been opposed by Mr. 
Eppes, was negatived. 

Mr. Pirxin, considering, as he said, the tax on 
iron as out of all proportion, and impolitic in the 
mode of imposition, moved to strike out the pro- 
posed tax on pig iron, to try the principle of re- 
ducing the tax on iron manufactures. 

In the course of his observations, Mr. P. called 
the attention of the Committee to objects of tax- 
ation more eligible than those selected by the 


Committee of Ways and Means, totally omitted 
in this bill, viz: manufactures of gold and silver, 
jewelry, glass wares, umbrellas, &c., and oil- 
mills. Mr. P.’s motion was negatived—ayes 32. 

Mr. Bayutes moved to strike out five per cen- 
tum, the proposed tax on paper, and insert three 
in lieu thereof. This motion was supported by 
Mr. Eppes, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Brapsory, of Massachusetts, then moved 
to except from the clause for taxing paper, such 
paper as is used for printing newspapers. He 
said it had ever been the policy of free Govern- 
ments to encourage the diffusion of information, 
which this tax would have a tendency to check. 

Mr. Eppes opposed this motion, not from any 
disposition to suppress newspapers, because he 
did not believe it would have this effect; but be- 
cause he believed the proprietor of a newspaper 
who, by his business, made his four or tive thou- 
sand dollars a year, was as fit a subject for taxa- 
tion as the manufacturers, many of whom derived 
less profit from their business. 

The motion was negatived by alarge majority. 
The House proceeded in further discussion and 
amendment of the bill. And, about four o’clock, 
the Committee rose and reported their proceed- 
ings to the House, and the House adjourned. 





Fripay, December 16. 


Mr. McKee of Kentucky, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported a bill giving fur- 
ther time for the location of certain confirmed 
claims to lands in the district of Vincennes. 
Twice read and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The amendments of the Senate to the bill for 
laying additional duties on sales at auction, post- 
age, and retailers’ licenses, were taken up, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


DUTIES ON MANUFACTURES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the Committee of the Whole on the bill 
to impose duties on certain goods, wares, and 
merchandise. 

On concurring in the amendment to exempt 
spermaceti candles from the proposed tax of ten 
cents per pound, there were, for the motion 63, 
against it 50. 

On the question of concurring in exempting 
dipped candles from taxation, there were 83 votes 
in the affirmative. , 

All the other amendments noted in the pro- 
ceedings of yesterday were agreed to without a 
division. 

The other amendments made to the details of 
the bill having been agreed to— 

Mr. Wriaut, of Maryland, moved to place vis- 
iting cards in the same clause of taxation as play- 
ing cards; which motion was agreed to by the 
following vote: For the motion 63, against it 29. 

Mr. Bay igs, of Massachusetts, renewed the 
motion he yesterday made to amend this bill, by 
striking out the clause for imposing a tax of one 
cent per pound on the manufacture of nails. 

After some debate, this motion was negatived, 
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Ls gum and nays—for the motion 39, against it 
106, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, 
Daven Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, es, Gros- 
venor, Jackson of Rhode Island, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Pearson, Pit- 
kin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schure- 
man, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Stuart, Sturges, 
Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Wheaton, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, 
Bines, Bowen, Breckenridge, Brown, Burwell, Cald- 
well, Calhoun, Cannon, Chap Clark, ee, 
Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 
Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, John- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of New 
York, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, 
McKim, McLean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Oakley, 
Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Slaymaker, 
Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith 
of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Tel- 
fair, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wheaton, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, Wright, and Yancey. 


Mr. Brieuam, of Massachusetts, moved to strike 
out from the clause for taxing nails, the words 
“ made wholly or in part by machinery,” which 
motion was negatived. 

Mr. Bice.ow, of Massachusetts, then renewed 
the motion which he had made in Committee of 
the Whole, to strike out the tax on leather; 
which motion was decided in the negative, by 
yeas and nays. For the motion 57, against it 97, 
as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Avery, Baylies of Massach’ts, Bige- 
low, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Bur- 
well, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, C r, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Denoyelles, Ely, 
Forney, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Hulbert, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Mose- 
ley, Oakley, Pearson, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, Wm. 
Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Slaymaker, Smith of Virginia, Stockton, Stuart, 
Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Ward of N. Jersey, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, 
Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Condict, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Howell, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, 
Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Ken- 
nedy, Kerr, Kilbourn, King of N. Carolina, Lefferts, 
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Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, 
Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Parker, 


Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 


of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, 
Telfair, 
vania, Wright, and Yancey. 


roup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsy|- 


A motion was made by Mr. Kerr, of Virginia, 
to reduce the tax on manufactured tobaccco, from 
twenty per cent. ad valorem to ten per cent. 
which motion was negatived, ayes only 34. 

Mr. Oak ey, of New York, moved to amend 
the first section of the bill so as to reduce the pro- 
posed tax on leather from ten to five per cent. ad 
valorem; which motion, after considerable debate, 
was agreed to, For the motion 104, against it 53, 


as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Avery, Barnett, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow, Bines, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Ca- 


perton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, Con- 


ard, Cooper, Crawford, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, 


Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Ely, Farrow, Findley, 


Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Geddes, 
Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, 
Hawes, Henderson, Hulbert, Ingham, Jackson of R. 
Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lef- 
ferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lyle, Macon, Markell, Moore, 
Moseley, Oakley, Parker, Pearson, Pickens, Piper, Pit- 
kin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, 
Taggart, Tannehill, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, V ose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Whea- 
ton, White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, and Winter. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Barbour, Bard, Bayly of Virginia, Bradley, Cald- 
well, Calhoun, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Condict, 
Creighton, Duvall, Eppes, Franklin, Gholson, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hum- 

hreys, Ingersoll, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, 

ohnson of Kentucky, Kershaw, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lowndes, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Montgom- 
ery, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sevier, Sharp, 
Strong, Telfair, Troup, Wilson of Pennsylv’a, Wright, 
and Yancey. 

Mr. Krzsourn, of Ohio, then moved an amend- 
meant, the object of which was to tax candles of 
spermaceti, at the rate of three cents per pound; 
which motion prevailed, by the following vote: 
For the motion 74, against it 51. 

Mr. Wueaton, of Massachusetts, moved to 
amend the bill by adding, after the clase for tax- 
ing cut nails, &e., the following words—“ when 
sold.” This motion was negatived. 

Mr. Satruerp, of New York, moved to amend 
the bill so as to confine the proposed tax on paper 
to writing and letter paper; under the idea that 
those qualities of paper could best afford to pay 4 
tax,and froma delve to exempt from taxation 
all printing paper, and such paper as is used 10 


a=-4 ss ao eke ome - ~~ o« ™ 1 oh 


_»o 


SO eee See Oe 





937 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





938 





Decemser, 1814. 








schools, and in common farmers and mechanics’ 


Mr. Incuam, of Pennsylvania, remarked, that the 

an had unfortunately selected for taxation 

the two qualities of paper which could least bear 

it. He was himself opposed to any discrimina- 
tion in the tax. 

Mr. Suipwervd’s motion was negatived by a 
large majority. 

Mr. Pirxin, of Connecticut, renewed his call 
upon the attention of the House to what he 
deemed the impolicy of the tax on pig iron. He 
dwelt upon the inexpediency of taxing the raw 
material of manufactures; and added, that there 
was not on this article, as on others, any duty on 
its importation, &c. It was imported, if at all, 
duty free. 

The question on this motion was decided in 
the negative, ty yeas and nays. For the motion 
48, against it 97, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cil- 
ley, Cooper, “lee Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Howell, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kent of New York, Kershaw, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lovett, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Piper, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Smith of New York, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, 
Tannehill, Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, 
Bines, Bowen, Bradley, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, 
Condict, Conard, Creighton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, For- 
ney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Geodwyn, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Henderson, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Inger- 
soll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, John- 
gon of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Moore, 
Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Slay- 
maker, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Taylor, 
Telfair, Ward of New Jersey, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Yancey. 

Mr. Forney, of North Carolina, then moved to 
strike out the words “castings of iron, per ton, 
one dollar and fifty cents ;” and to insert in lieu 
thereof “ Hollow ware, one dollar per ton; all 
other castings seventy-five cents per ton ;” which 
motion was negatived. 

Mr. Ruaates, of Massachusetts, made a motion 
to reduce the tax on candles of white wax from 
ten cents per pound to three cents per pound; 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, then moved to re- 
duce the duty on nails, sprigs, and brads, from 
one cent per pound to half a cent per pound; 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. Pickens moved to amend the bill in the 
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first section, and ninth line, by inserting the word 
“hollow,” before the word castings ;” and, after 
the word “cents,” insert these words: “on all 
other kind of castings of iron, one dollar,” which 
motion was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Brapsury, of Massachusetts, moved to 
amend the clause taxing paper, by inserting there- 
after the words, “except such as shall be used in 
prising of bibles, testaments, and common school 

ooks ;” which motion was negatived. 

And the bill was then ordered to be en 
for a third reading to-morrow ; and on motion, the 
House adjourned. 





. Satrurvay, December 17. 


The engrossed bill, “giving further time to lo- 
cate certain claims to lands confirmed by an act 
of Congress, entitled “An act-confirming certain 
claims to lands in the district of Vincennes,” was 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, from the committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments to the bill for laying 
additional duties on distillation, made a report. 
The report recommends that the Senate recede 
from their determination to strike out the section 
which allows distilleries to sell liquor in any 

uantity pot less than one gallon, and that the 
Hroase agree to certain amendments to the details 
of the bill. 

A message having been received from the 
Senate, announcing their agreement to the said 
report, the House also agreed to concur in the 
same, 

The House spent some time in Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill for laying a direct tax on 
the United States; but, before making much pro- 
gress, the Committee rose, and obtained leave to 
sit again. 

Mr. Eppes, from the committee of conference 
on the amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill for laying duties on postage, sales at auc- 
tion, and retailers’ licenses; made a report, rec- 
ommending an agreement to all the amendments 
of the Senate except one; which report was con- 
curred in. 


TAX BILLS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
anon of Government and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on household fur- 
niture, on horses kept exclusively for the saddle 
or the carriage, and on gold and silver watches; 
and the amendments made to the same in Com- 
mittee of the Whole were read, and concurred in 
by the House. 

[The following are the taxes included in this 
bill. On all household furniture, kept for use, the 
value of which, in any one family, with the ex- 
ception of beds, bedding, kitchen furniture, and 
articles made in the family from domestic mate- 
rials, shall exceed two hundred dollars in value 
a tax to be laid according to the following scale 
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If not exceeding $400 - - - += $1 .00}munity. The bill grows out of the report of the 

Above $400 and not morethan $600 - 1 50} Committee of Ways and Means, accepted by the 
$2 Tew 5 1,000 - 3 00) House, and forms a branch of an extensive sys- 
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ee,“ t 3,000 - 17 00) conviction that the objects to which the money 
ieee & : 4,000 - a : is to be applied will not warrant the levy, m 
x aes a i va y e oo | Temarks will go to the system generally, as wel 
ye MMNOe 2H eiacgeleons ~ 100 00 | 28 £0 this particular bill. 
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One dollar on every horse kept exclusively for 
the saddle; one dollar and fifty cents for every 
horse kept for use in a carriage liable to be taxed; 
and one dollar and fifty cents for every horse kept 
for the use of both saddle and carriage. 

Two dollars on every gold watch, and one dol- 
lar on every silver watch, kept for use. ] 

Several unsuccessful attempts were made to 
amend the bill; amongst which was one by Mr. 
Gaston, to strike out so much of the bill as in- 
cludes the tax on household furniture ; which was 
decided by yeas and nays—For the motion 52, 
against it 99, as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, 
Cilley, Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Farrow, 
Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Jackson 
of Rhode Island, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, 
Lovett, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, 
Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Web- 
ster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, 
Bines, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, Cannon, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, 
Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, 

vans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hail, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Howell, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King 
of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, 
ae McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Mur- 
free, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, 
Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Wright, and Yancey. 

Mr. Law, of Connecticut, spoke as follows. 

Mr. Speaker, as I have not hitherto retarded 
the despatch of the public business, by consuming 
the time of the House in debate, I trust I shall be 
indulged, while 1 make a few remarks in justifi- 
cation of the vote I intend to give, on the bill 
now under consideration. This bill proposes to 
lay a tax on the manufacture of iron, leather, 
candles, paper, and other articles which are indis- 
pensably necessary, for the people generally, and 
will be sensibly felt by the poorer classes of com- 


The object is to continue the war in which we 
are engaged; and as an inducement to us, to 
unite in the measures proposed, many considera- 
tions, are urged. Little is of late said of the justice 
of the war, or the principles on which it was de- 
clared; indeed, this would be now idle, if not in- 
decorous, inasmuch as the Administration them- 
selves have relinquished and abandoned every 
principle on which the war was declared. And 
instead of fighting to gain, or secure any rights, 
the question now seems to be, how much we shal! 
give up, to regain that peace we rashly threw 
away. 

e are now called upon to unite in grant- 
ing the means necessary to prosecute the war; 
because it is said its character is changed, it has 
now become a defensive war ;—that as we are 
engaged in it, we must wea it with union, 
firmness, and vigor, or submit to terms which the 
nation ought not to brook ; and that the credit of 
the nation will be irretrievably lost, unless speed- 
ily revived by making suitable and ample pro- 
vision by taxes. And for these reasons we are 
required to unite, and this union is to be evi- 
denced by our willingness to grant all the means 
the Administration demand in men and money. 
Let us, sir, examine these grounds, and odes 
inquire, whether they impose any obligation, or 
furnish any new claim on those who, from the 
beginning, have been opposed to the war, among 
which number I have the consolation to be ranked. 

That this nation is in a deplorable condition 
cannot be denied; but that the character of the 
war is changed I do deny. It is true, that the 
effects and operation of the war on this people 
have been different from what was expected or 
anticipated by its advocates ; but not diverse from 
those predicted by its opposers. Instead of pos- 
sessing the British provinces on the North and 
East in rapid succession, we daily tremble even 
here, and on the whole seacoast, watching the 
movements of the hostile fleets, which ride un- 
disturbed in every bay and inlet bordering along 
the Atlantic; scarcely a spot is guarded against 
their encroachment; they assail us, put the coun- 
try in commotion, burn, ravage, and destroy the 
dwellings of our citizens, and retire when they 
please. Still the character of the war is not 
changed ; everything else has changed, except the 
Administration and the character of the war, and 
this will remain the same, so long as they con- 
tinue to guide and direct the affairs of this na- 
tion. Some of the causes which engendered and 

roduced the war had been nurtured and cher- 
ished for years; nor was the act, in my opinion, 
so much the result of wise policy and ieead jode- 
ment, as the effect of passion. Our grand object 
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had been for years to cripple and injure Great 
Britain, then struggling for the liberties of the 
European world, as it is now proved and con- 
cath Hence, that long course of griping pol- 
iey, which, under the pretence of regulating com- 
merce, had been adopted in deadly succession, in 
unison with the views of the now fallen tyrant, 
and which was vainly believed would soon oper- 
ate the destruction of that kingdom; the stan 
of which was only to impoverish ourselves, blast 
our prosperity, and check the vigor and enterprise 
of this once happy and active people; and which 
system was persevered in, until it brought down 
this nation from the proud eminence it unce held, 
to abject poverty and ruin. Our trade was de- 
stroyed, our sailors dispersed and banished like 
our commerce, under the fostering care of the 
Government. Our stores and warehouses, which 
once teemed with merchandise of all climes, be- 
came vacant and solitary ; our wharves and quays 
were deserted, or lined with empty and moulder- 
ing hulks; the hum of business which once en- 
livened our cities, changed to groans of poverty ; 
industry, which once invigorated and supported 
thousands, driven for want of employment to idle- 
ness and beggary. And, tu cap theclimax of our 
calamities, at last came the declaration of war, 
and converted thousands, who, in better times, 
might have been employed in productive labor, 
into drones, consuming the substance of the na- 
tion, in the shape of soldiers, contractors, tax-gath- 
erers, and sharpers, in the employment of the Ad- 
ministration, in endless varieties. 

We, sir, struck the first blow, as it were, in the 
dark, against the defenceless provinces of Canada; 
they resisted and repelled our attacks; disgrace 
and mortification ensued. Our Administration 
were disuppointed ; they awoke from their deli- 
rium, and behold! the author and contriver of 
the evils we have suffered, and are suffering, re- 
tires from the nations of the earth—his kingdom 
taken from him. Our enemy increased in strength, 
having finished his work on the continent of Eu- 
rope, is at liberty to succor his provinces, and 
send his ships on our coast, not in the small num- 
ber of six or seven, which was once stated on 
this floor to be the extent he could maintain at 
any one time on our Atlantic frontier, but in 
fleets powerful and numerous; and powerful and 
numerous must they be to drive our gallant navy 
from the ocean, compel them to retire into rivers, 
or seek refuge under fortifications, to avoid the 
grasp of the enemy. 

Sir, the great body of the people in this coun- 
try were never heartily disposed to engage in this | 
controversy. We perceive no national enthusi- | 
asm on the subject of the war; this appears pret- | 
ty clear from the difficulty in recruiting the army, 
even with the artificial stimulus of great boun- 
ties and high wages, which have been held out to 
them. They saw nothing at the time of the dec- 
laration, different from what had existed for years; 
injuries they knew this country had experienced 
from Great Britain, but they were, and ever had 
been considered, as growing out of the peculiar 
relation the countries stood in to each other, and 
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which required a remedy by negotiation rather 
than by force—an opinion now entertained by 
the present Administration. But.the people never 
were disposed to contend for abstract principles, 
and fight for rights, which required subtlety to 
define and a7 to support. Many indeed 
believed, as they had been told, that a haleyon 
eriod would follow after a very short struggle. 
They acquiesced, and some justified the war— 
others deploring the mad career which the Ad- 
ministration were pursuing, and the certain ruin 
to which their measures would lead, strove to ar- 
rest the downward course ; they were stigmatized 
as traitors and enemies to the country, and even 
threatened with confiscation and hemp, because 
they opposed the war; their apprehensions are 
now realized, and their prediction verified. 

This war, sir, was invited at a time when it 
was altogether unwise and unnecessary to declare 
it; no preparations had been previously made to 
meet the crisis, and we all remember with what 
hard and painful struggles it was produced; and 
Great Britain at that time had no wish to engage 
in the contest. I will not = that this disposi- 
tion, on their part, proceeded from any regard to 
this country, or respect for our rights, which our 
policy had inspired, but because they had other 
engagements on hand, which required their whole 
energies and resources; it was to rescue the world 
from the dominion of a bloody despot. And I con- 
fess I was not a little surprised to notice in a late 
literary communication, from one who may be 
presumed to have some knowledge of the views, 
and perhaps some influence in the Cabinet, an 
insinuation that Great Britain, “suddenly with- 
‘drawn from a great war, full armed and full 
* handed, taking advantage of this nation, whom 
* they had recently forced into war unarmed and 
‘ unprepared, to indulge themselves in acts of bar- 
‘ barism which do not belong to a civilized age ;” 
representing, with no little art, that Great Britain 
first declared war against this country, at a mo- 
ment unexpected, and solely for the purpose of 
indulging a fiend-like disposition! Now, sir, the 
world knows we first declared this war, and what- 
ever consequences may flow from it, the blood 
will be required at our hands. We have none to 
reproach for the miseries we are now suffering 
but ourselves—our own rash folly produced them, 
We did expect Great Britain would be occupied 
for years in the war with France, as was sug- 
gested in the Message at the opening of the pres- 


| ent session; we are disappointed—that struggle 


isatan end; we have lost the aid we expected, 
and we are now left with war, distress, and mis- 
ery, while most other nations are reposing in the 
calm delights of peace. And so indignant is the 
enemy we have chosen, at the time and manner 
in which the war was declared, and so flushed 
and willing is that nation to continue the conflict 
in which we are engaged, that, although we have 
in the very ashes of humility and repentance, 


given up every principle, real or pretended, for 
which war was declared, we are now willing to 
make peace without pet se 2 a but na- 
tional poverty and ridicule. 


et Great Britain, 
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not pitying, but mocking at our calamities, re- 
fuses to treat of peace, but on the most humili- 
ating conditions. 

Sir, what are our hopes by continuing the war? 
“The Administration have had, so far as we could 

nt, all the means, in men and money, which 
their ambition and prodigality demanded; and, 
‘under the most auspicious circumstances, they 
have now wasted two years and a half, and what 
‘have they accomplished? Have they secured 
“Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights,” this darling 
national amulet? Both have been, on mature 
consideration, deliberately abandoned. Have 
they made any progress in the conquest of the 
Canadas? So far from progressing in this great 
work, that fora long time after the declaration 
of war no rays of that glory, which at one time 
seemed almost to intoxicate some gentlemen, 
darted in the Northern sky. And except the in- 
stances of Perry, Macdonough, and a few others, 
over whose heads the Aurora Borealis has shone 
resplendent, we have gained nothing; and our 
prospects in that quarter now are as gloomy and 
cheerless as the sterile regions we covet. We 
have lost much territory ; our armies have been 
wasted; our money is exhausted, and our credit 
gone. If, after all this, we persevere in the orig- 
inal scheme of conquering the Canadas, thereby 
provoking the enemy to commit devastation and 
waste on the seaboard, how can it be said the 
character of the warischanged? It is still marked 
with its original hideous and deformed features. 

And, sir, it is owing in no small degree to the 
weakness and incompetency of the Administra- 
tion to execute their own projects, that the pro- 
gress of the enemy has not been marked with 
more extended ruin; recollect the proclamation 
of the Governor of Canada, when he took ample 
vengeance on the wretched borderers, on Lake 
Erie, the last year; also the correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Monroe and Admiral Cochrane in the 
months of August and September last, in which 
the Admiral says: 

“ Having been called upon by the Governor of the 
Canadas, to aid him in carrying into effect measures 
of retaliation against the inhabitants of the United 
States, for the wanton destruction committed by their 
army in Upper Canada, it has become imperiously my 
duty, conformably with the nature of the Governor 
General’s application, to issue to the naval force under 
my command an order to destroy and lay waste such 
towns and districts upon the coast as may be found 
assailable.”’ 

And in reply to Mr. Monroe’s argumentative 
answer, complaining of the above plan of deso- 
lating warfare, the Admiral says: 

“As Ihave no authority from my Government to 
enter upon any kind of discussion relative to the points 
contained in your letter, [ have only to regret that 
there does not appear to be any hope that I shall be 
authorized to recall my general order; which has been 
further sanctioned vA a subsequent request from Lieu- 
tenant General Sir George Provost.” 

This order, sir, has been partially, but too fa- 
tally executed already. But should we grant the 
money required by this and other bills, and, in 
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conformity with the plan of the Secretary of War, 
raise 100,000 men, and actually invade Canada 
the ensuing campaign, have we not reason to fear 
that, before the next 24th of August, many of our 
beautiful and most flourishing cities, towns, and 
villages, on the seacoast, will present the same 
melancholy spectacle which the capital of the 
nation now exhibits? And yet we are called on 
to furnish money to prosecute this war of con- 
quest, regardless of all consequences. The pas- 
sions which gave birth to the war have not yet 
subsided, nor will they be suffered to expire so 
long as the present Administration continue in 
power. 

The character of the war is not changed, nor 
ought we to be deceived, and imagine it is altered 
essentially from an offensive to a defensive war; 
or believe that the people have become more in 
love with it, because thousands have volunteered 
without request, on well-founded hopes of reward 
from the General Government, to defend their 
soil and their homes. The Administration have 
one object in view, and the brave yeomanry of 
our country are actuated by totally different mo- 
tives. The first are regardless of the duty of pro- 
tection, and are eager for conquest and aggran- 
dizement; the latter are influenced by the strong 
principle of self-defence. Men who detest the 
war, its authors, and the vain objects of ambition 
they are pursuing, are constrained to defend them- 
selves against those dangers which Government 
have invited, but against which they have pro- 
vided no protection. The States, feeling them- 
selves abandoned by the General Government, 
have defended themselves; and while fighting 
for defence of their soil, they generally have been, 
and will be, meritorious, for they are animated in 
a just cause, which must be triumphant. But 
the Administration having started in this war 
upon wrong principles, and having pursued a 
course as unwise as it is difficult, have failed in 
all their plans—military, financial, and diplo- 
matic. Indeed, such is the baneful influence 
which hangs about them, that, where they per- 
sonally direct and control, even patriotism, and 
the stronger principles of self-defence, is benumb- 
ed and withered by their touch. Witness the dis- 
graceful scene which took place where we now 
are, on the 24th of August last! when our troops 
were led to battle in one of the most honorable 
causes which could possibly occur; when every- 
thing dear and valuable, everything which nen 
animate the breast or nerve the arm, should have 
prompted them to valorous resistance—their fam- 
ilies, houses—the very ark and sanctuary of the 
nation was the prize of the conflict; yet under 
such leaders our troops retired before the enemy ; 
they fled afier the example of the Captain Gene- 
ral and his sympathetic Secretaries, the guard- 
ians of this consecrated spot, and surrendered the 
pride of the nation to the spoilers, to be stamped 
with indelible disgrace in characters of vandal- 
ism! Qn that fatal day our mighty chieftains 
seemed to possess no power or energy, except to 
vie with the victorious vandals in destroying the 
costly works of taste and art; and skilful rivals 
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they proved themselves to be, as the sad monu- 
ments of their destruction now within our view 
do testify. In most other cases, where the States 
have depended on themselves, and confided in the 
iustice of their cause, and directed their energies 
merely to defend their soil, they have resisted 
manfully, and generally with success. This I 
know has been the fact in the State I have the 
honor to represent; there, although they were 
ed to the war, neither believing in its jus- 
tice, seeerenets or policy, yet they are deter- 
mined to defend and protect the soil which gave 
them birth, and is hallowed by the sepulchres of 
their fathers; but from this noble determination 
the Administration can derive no aid in their ul- 

terior views. 

It is further urged, as a reason why we should 
t money to prosecute the war, that it appears 
y the communications containing the instruc- 
tions and correspondence with our commission- 
ers, that the terms proposed by Great Britain are 
such as cannot be accepted, consistent with the 
honor and dignity of this nation, and therefore 
we ought to unite in a vigorous prosecution of 
the war. I am willing toadmit the terms, as con- 
tained in the Message of October last, taken in 
the extent they seem to imply, without any mod- 
ification or qualification, are such as we ought not 
to accept. But, 1am happy to say, the corres- 
pondence contained in the Message of the first of 
the present month, looks much more favorable, 
and the aspect is much more pacific now than 
was at first supposed. Yet suppose the terms of 
peace are as hard and unreasonable as they at first 
appeared, it would not necessarily follow that we 
must unite in carrying on our offensive war 
against the Canadas, and thereby add tenfold to 
the miseries and distresses of the country. Ik is 
by no means certain that, during the time the 
present Administration remain in power, with 
their present views of territorial aggrandizement, 
we shall be able to obtain better terms. Great 
Britain is now powerful and flourishing ; war is 
the habit of that nation; they are flushed with 
their recent successes, and, by commanding the 
trade of the world, they possess great resourees— 
men, and munitions of war—they may continue 
the war for years, without greatly impairing 
their strength, while we are daily wasting our 
vigor; being locked up within ourselves, all our 
resources must be derived from internal imposi- 
tions, This bill is to reach the hard earnings of 
the mechanic ; another on your table is to spread 
over the farming interest, with supplements adapt- 
ed to the pockets of all. Further, sir, the war is 
at a distance from them, and conquering the pro- 
vinees will not conquer that nation; but we have 
unwisely brought the war within our own bosom 
they can retire and recruit when they please 
we cannot—and a continuance of the contest will 
be certain destruction to us, even if we sueceed 
in the conquest of Canada. It is also uncertain 
what the conditions of peace may eventually be; 


oo 


this may depend on our success, and, judging of 


the past, our future prospects are not very flateer- 
ing. It may be here asked what we shall do; 
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we are in a sad dilemma, and must prosecute the 
war, or submit to degrading terms? My answer 
is, that notwithstanding our present prospects are 
dark and gloomy, ves Laie it is In. the power 
of the Administration to obtain terms, which 
would be for the honor and interest of both na- 
tions to accept ; and I indulge this opinion for the 
following reasons: I believe Great Britain: prob- 
ably would, under a change of circumstances, ne- 
gotiate with us on principles of reciprocity. I 
say it is probable she would, because it appears 
by the documents before us that our Administra- 
tion, while Bonaparte was on his throne, and 
when it was supposed we were strong and Great 
Britain weak, were as haughty and arrogant in 
their demands as Great Britain is now, when 
Bonaparte is confined at Elba, and when they be- 
lieve themselve strong and us weak ; yet our Ad- 
ministration did descend from the high and loft 
pretensions they once set up, to a tone of humil- 
ity and condescension, which not long since would 
have been considered no less than a sacrifice of 
national pride, honor, and independence. This 
appears from a variety of documents. I will ad- 
vert to a few extracts only. 

In the Message of the President, of November 
4th, 1812, after stating the A ata of the war, 
and the proud attitude the United States had as- 
sumed by the declaration, he says: 

“To have shrunk, under such circumstances, from 
manly resistance, would have struck us from the high 
rank where the victories of our fathers had placed us, 
and have betrayed the magnificent legacy which we 
held in trust for future generations; it would have ac- 
knowledged that on the element which forms three- 
fourths of the globe we inhabit, and-where all inde- 
pendent nations, have equal and common rights, the 
American people were not an independent people, but 
vassals and colonists.” 


In the report of the Committee of Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom the above Message was referred, 
they say— 

“To appeal to arms, in defence of a right, and to 
lay them down without securing it, or a satisfactory 
evidence of a good disposition in the opposite party to 
secure it, would be considered in no other light than 
a relinquishment of it; te attempt to negotiate after- 
wards for the security of our right, in expectation that 
any of the arguments which have been urged before 
the declaration of war and been rejected, would have 
more weight after that experiment had been made in 
vain, would be an act of folly, which would not fail to 
expose us to the scorn and derision of the British na- 
tion and the world.” 

Again, in the same report— 

“War having been declared, and the case of im- 
pressment being necessarily included as one of the 
most important causes, it is evident that it must be 
provided for in the pacification; the omission of it in 
a treaty of peace would not leave it on its former 
ground; it would, in effect, be an absolute relinquish- 
ment—an idea at which the feelings of every Ameri- 
can must revolt.” 


In the instructions to our Ministers, in the let- 
ter of the 15th April, 1813, Mr. Monroe says— 


* You are authorized to conclude a peace, in case 
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you obtain a satisfactory stipulation against impress- 
ment; one which will secure, under the flag, protec- 
tion to the crew. If this encroachment is not provided 
against, the United States have appealed to arms in 
vain. If your efforts to accomplish it should fail, all 
further negotiations will cease, and you will return 
home without delay. It is also important to obtain a 
definition of neutral rights, especially of blockade ; but 
this is not to be made an indispensable condition of 
peace.” 

In the letter of January 23, 1814— 

“On impressment, as to the right of the United 
States to be exempted from it, I have nothing to add. 
The sentiments of the President have undergone no 
change on this important subject. This degrading 
practice must cease. Our flag must protect the crew, 
or the United States cannot consider themselves an in- 
dependent nation.” And in the same letter, referring 
to former instructions, he says: “ The principal object 
of this review ,has been to show that the sentiments 
of the President are the same in every instance; 
and the reasons for maintaining them have become more 
evident and strong since the date of those instructions.” 


In the letter of 25th June, 1814, he says: 

“ We think it probable that the late events in France 
may have had a tendency to increase the pretensions 
of the British Government.” And again: “ No reli- 
ance was placed on the good offices of France in bring- 
ing the war with Great Britain to a satisfactory con- 
clusion.” And in the same letter he adds: “On full 
consideration it has been decided, that in case no stip- 
ulation can be obtained from the British Government 
at this moment, when its pretensions may have been 
much heightened by recent events, and the state of 
Europe most favorable to them, either relinquishing 
the claim to impress from American vessels, or dis- 
continuing the ‘practice, even in consideration of the 
proposed exclusion from them of British seamen, you 
may ‘concur in an article stipulating that the subject of 
impressment, together with that of commerce between 
the two countries, be referred to a separate negotia- 
tion. 

In a letter of June 27, 1814, he says— 

“On mature consideration it has been decided, that 
under all the circumstances above alluded to, incident 
to a prosecution of the war, you may omit any stipu- 
lation on the subject of impressment, if found indis- 
pensably necessary to terminate it.” 

Sir, the only apology for this magnanimous 
change in the sentiments of the Administration, 
was a change of circumstances; this apology, 
I believe, would have been satisfactory to the 
nation, if peace had followed; and many of 
the most ardent friends of the war would have 
acquiesced, and have preferred to witness the 
Administration condemn their own logic, and 
commit “an act of folly, which could not fail to 
expose them to the scorn and derision of the Brit- 
ish nation and the world,” rather than continue 
in this mad and headlong course. 

Now, I believe Great Britain would treat with 
us fairly, if they had a similar apology—a change 
of circumstances; and this change, which would 
lead to so desirable an event, is in the power of 
the Administration to produce. And here I must 
mention certain things, not as much on account 
of their novelty as their importance in bringing 


about this great desideratum. Let the Adminis- 
tration recall the troops from Canada, or rather 
the borders of Canada, and abandon the project 
of conquering those provinces; and it might not 
be an unwise preparatory step for them to recal| 
such of the Ministers as are well known to pos- 
sess sentiments and opinions better calculated to 
excite disgust and repulsion, rather than to con- 
ciliate a pacific disposition in the enemy, and if 
need be, appoint others in their stead, better qual- 
ified to reconcile the jarring interests of the coun- 
tries. But, above all, it would be desirable to 
have the Cabinet formed of men who prefer the 
peace and prosperity of the nation to personal ag- 
grandizement. This, [am sensible, might wound 
the pride, and perhaps defeat the ambitious views 
of some high in office, but if they possess as much 
patriotism and love of country as they profess, 
they cannot hesitate to make the sacrifice for the 
food of the country. This being done, Great 

ritain may then say, in the language of the in- 
structions, they are enabled to give to these cir- 
cumstances all the weight to which they are enti- 
tled, and on full consideration, agree to waive their 
arrogant demands, and treat on terms acceptable 
to both nations, 

This experiment has not yet been tried. The 
Administration have been trying experiments for 
years, but this appears to me the only one which 
ean effect the great object we so much desire. 
The course of the Administration has, hitherto, 
been rather to justify their own conduct, than 
honestly and sincerely to seek for peace. Their 
policy has been marked with duplicity and cun- 
ning, and they have lost confidence at home and 
abroad. Their whole system must be abandoned 
before we can hope for better times. A change 
of measures can only follow a change of men. 
I say, then, the experiment has not been fairly 
tried. I do not yet despair of peace, but until 
every attempt is made, and all reasonable hopes 
of peace are absolutely destroyed, I shall neither 
vote for men or money to prosecute this war; 
nor can I be considered hostile to the best inter- 
est of the country, by withholding my aid from 
this bill. 

As to our duty to vote for the money bills on 
the ground that the national credit is sinking, 
and will be irretrievably lost unless speedily re- 
vived by making suitable and ample provision by 
taxes. It certainly is, sir, the duty of those whoare 
the guardians of the public interest, and hold the 
purse-strings of the nation, to preserve its credit. 
This does not depend so much on making profuse 
grants of money, as by husbanding the resources 
of the nation and limiting its expenditures within 
its means. Neither of these have been attended to 
2 those who have had the control for years past. 

hey have systematically, and of set design, dried 


up the sources of national a and by a long 


course of unwise policy conducted this nation to 
beggary and ruin. The millions whieh have 
been raised at immense sacrifice have been dissi- 
pated with prodigality, and squandered in this de- 
structive war. Appropriations have been made, 
taxes laid, and other means provided to cover the 
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enormous estimates which have been deemed ne- 

cessary to answer the demands of Government, 

and yet there now remains a deficit of many 
illions. 

Under such management the public credit can- 
not be supported—the ability of the nation can- 
not sustain it. No prudent and wise steps have 
been taken to preserve it. The credit of the 
country was solid and stable when the power 
came into the hands of those who now hold it, 
put they have destroyed both public and private 
credit. Is it, then, reasonable to require of those 
who have been uniformly opposed to ihe meas- 
ures which have reduced the nation to its present 
degraded and deplorable condition, to unite in 
adding new and grievous burdens on their suf- 
fering constituents when they are satisfied the 
money will be dissipated, as formerly, and no 
substantial benefit result? Ithinknot. The ma- 
jority have the power, and on them must rest the 
responsibility. 

ir, | should be doing injustice to my constitu- 
ents—I should betray the trust reposed in me, 
were I to consent to burden them with the enor- 
mous taxes proposed to be applied to the objects 
intended. fkeew full well their feelings and 
opinions on this subject. They have been op- 
osed to this ruinous war from the beginning. 
hey had suffered much before, but more since 
the declaration of war. They did believe they 
should receive protection from the General Gov- 
ernment. Under this expectation they have yield- 
ed obedience to all their lawful requisitions, and 
have paid their direct and internal taxes with a 
punctuality and promptness beyond any State in 
the Union, as the return will show. The amount 
of taxes paid by them into the Treasury the last 
year, exceeds the whole amount of their State 
taxes for five years before the war. In addition 
to which, in consequence of your ships taking 
refuge in their waters, (and many of them are 
not without a jealousy they were ordered there 
by the Government to draw them into the war,) 
the people of that State have now for eighteen 
months been called into actual service, and are 
still obliged to maintain a large force for the de- 
fence of the State, abandoned and neglected by 
the General Government, and the expense thrown 
on the State without any reasonable prospect of 
remuneration. And, sir, permit to me say, while 
as good citizens they feel disposed to comply with 
all just and lawful requisitions of the General 
Government, they did believe, as a consideration 
for their obedience, you would * provide for the 
common defence, promote the general welfare, 
and secure to them and their posterity the bless- 
ings of liberty.” But they have been disappoint- 
ed; they perceive no regard to these sacred du- 
ties—the great objects of the Constitution. You 
have not provided for the common defence—at 
least they are left to defend themselves, or fall a 
prey to the enemy whom you have invited to 
their very threshold. They perceive no evi- 
dence that you seek to promote the general wel- 
fare, and they fear if certain bills become the 
law of the land they shall be robbed of the bles- 
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siogs of liberty. Yet, under all these discour- 
agements they are determined, and, I trust, will 
defend themselves against the enemy who dare 
approach their shores—and as evidence of the 
spirit and determination of my constituents, I 
cannot, in justice to them, forbear here to men- 
tion the attack on the village of Stonington, the 
last Summer. 

When Sir Thomas Hardy appeared before that 
town with a formidable squadron, consisting of a 
ship-of-the-line, a frigate. a sloop of war, a bomb 
ship, and a bomb brig, and came to anchor within 
dead shot of the town, and gave but a few hours 
to remove the women and children, declaring in 
the most peremptory manner that he not only 
could, but would destroy the place, they refused 
to abandon their homes. Being freemen, and free- 
holders, they resisted. Federalists and Demo- 
crats rallied side by side, and with the feeble 
means in their power, they became strong from 
the justice of their cause, and, after three days’ 
severe conflict, they repulsed the insolent invader, 
and drove him back to report his disgrace and dis- 
comfiture to his master. J mention this exploit 
because it is considered one of the most brilliant 
and heroic which has been achieved this war; 
but as it was performed in defence of that neg- 
lected State, and not in the conquest of Canada, 
I presume you have neither thanks nor medals to 
bestow on the heroes. 

Now, sir, under all these considerations, I can- 
not feel justified to increase the taxes on my con- 
stituents, to be expended for objects which they 
deem worse than useless, and which, if persisted 
in, Must expose them to greater perils and dan- 
gers. They do not believe, with the late Secre- 
tary (Campbell) “that the very expenditure of the 
additional taxes will themselves have increased in 
the community the ability to discharge them.” 

Sir, we have acted with precipitation long 
enough. It may be wise to stop and consider the 
consequences which may flow from the measures 
we are pursuing if persisted in much longer. 
The people begin to feel their grievances. Over- 
whelmed with taxes and expenses, their resources 
cut off—their murmurs and complaints are now 
mild and plaintive; they will become louder and 
louder. If the Government perseveres in the 
| course it is pursuing, it may shake the pillars 
which support the national dome. The pressure 
has already caused some of them to tremble. If 
they add to the weight in the manner proposed, 
it may fall—not like yonder Capitol, for that can 
be rebuilt. 

Mr. Law was replied to by Mr. Eppes and 
Mr. Wriaut; and after considerable discussion 
of the various amendments proposed to the bill, 
it was ordered to a third reading. 

The engrossed bill “to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on various goods, wares, and merchandise, 
manufactured within the United States, was read 
a third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, 
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Bines, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Burwell, Butler, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, 
Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk 
of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grif- 
fin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Howell, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, New- 
ton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 

ld, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of 

ew York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, 
Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward of New 
Jersey, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and 
Yancey—102. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Cooper, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Gaston, 
Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, ‘Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Win- 
ter—52. 





Monpay, December 19. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, “ authorizing 
the payment to the widow of Evsripce Gerry, 
deceased, late Vice Presidentof the United States, 
of such salary as would have been payable to him 
during the residue of the term for which he was 
elected, had he so long lived; in which they ask 
the concurrence of this House.” They have con- 
curred in certain parts of the amendments pro- 

ed by this House to the bill “ to authorize the 
President of the United States to call upon the 
several States and Territories thereof for their re- 
spective quotas of eighty thousand militia, for the 
defence of the frontiers of the United States 
against invasion ;” and they have disagreed to 
other parts of the said amendments. 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, reported a bill 
for the relief of William Robinson and others, 
(citizens of Knox county, Kentucky,) which was 
twice read and committed. 


Mr. Burwe tt, of Virginia, laid upon the table 
the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to report a bill directing the Secretary of 
War to reserve from the regular troops furnished by 
the militia of any State, in lieu of their own services, a 
ear number to perform garrison duty within each 

te. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Eppes of Vir- 

inia, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
hole, on the bill to provide additional revenue 
for defraying the expenses of the Government, and 
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for the maintenance of the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the United States. 

[This bill is of great length and minute in jis 
details, proposed amendments to which occupied 
much time of the House in discussion. The 
amount of the direct tax is one hundred per cent, 
on the last year’s tax, or six millions of dollars 
upon the whole United States. } 

After the bill had been gone through, the com- 
mittee rose, and reported to the House the amend- 
ments they had made. 


PETITION OF W. H. WASHINGTON. 


Mr. Yancey made a report on the petition of 
William H. Washington ; which was read ; when, 
Mr. Y. reported a bill for the relief of William 
H. Washington; which was read twice and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. The report is as follows 

That the petitioner owned a small house, situated in 
Alexandria county, near the western end of the Poto- 
mac bridge; that, on the 24th of August last, a quan- 
tity of public stores was removed from Greenleaf’s 
Point, by order of Colonel Wadsworth, and deposited 
in the house for safe keeping: a corporal and five men 
were stationed at the house to protect them from fall- 
ing into the possession of the enemy. The command 
of the stores was given to Lieutenant Baden, who di- 
rected the corporal, in case of attack by the enemy, to 
blow up the stores and retire from the place. 

It freon from the affidavit of the corporal, hereto 
attached, that he apprehended an attack by the enemy, 
and, under that impression, blew up the stores and de- 
stroyed the house. The petitioner claims the value of 
his house. 

Whether the destruction of the house was necessary 
to prevent the public stores from falling into the hands 
of the enemy, is a matter of opinion, to be formed by 
the facts submitted to the House. The committee are 
of opinion that, inasmuch as the officer to whose care 
the public stores were committed thought it prudent 
and proper to destroy the house and stores, to prevent 
the latter coming to the possession of the enemy, the 
petitioner should be paid the value of his house. They 
therefore report by bill. 


Wasurneton county, District of Columbia. 

Be it remembered, that on this third day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, before me, the subscriber, a justice 
of the peace for the county and district aforesaid, per- 
sonally appeared Philip Boilia, corporal in the United 
States’ Army, and, being sworn in due form, deposed 
and said: that, on the 24th August, he was stationed 
with five privates over a quantity of public stores which 
had been deposited in a frame house, said to belong to 
William H. Washington, at the foot of the Potomac 
bridge, in Alexandria county; that he was ordered to 
take care of the said stores by Lieutenant Baden, and 
to blow up the said stores, if the deponent was attacked 
by the enemy; that, on the 25th August, about three 
o'clock, P. M., as soon as the storm that day had 
ceased, the deponent saw a British officer, who came 
to the draw in the bridge, on the Virginia side, and 
soon after returned ; that a number of British soldiers 
were, at the same time, at the toll-house on this side of 
the river; that the draws on the bridge had been raised 
the night before, and kept up, but were blown down 
during the storm, and the chains that raised them were 
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proken; that, soon after the officer on the bridge re- 
turned, a cannon shot was fired at him, the deponent, 
from the Point ; and this deponent thinking that the 
enemy intended an attack, and not having the means 
to prevent the enemy passing, as the draw was broken, 
blew up the stores with powder, and retired with the 
men to the hill near the place; that the explosion de- 
stroyed the house entirely, there being a quantity of 
ammanition and powder in the house. 


his 
PHILIP + BOILIA. 
mark. 
Subscribed and swern to before me, this 3d day of 
December, 1814. DANIEL RAPINE. 


LETTER FROM THE CLERK. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from Patrick Magruder, Clerk of the House, partly 
in explanation, and partly in refutation of the 
statements of the select committee appointed to 
take into consideration his former letter respect- 
ing the destruction of the public library, and cer- 
tain papers belonging to his office, during the late 
incursion of the enemy; which letter was read 
and referred with the said report to a select com- 
mittee. The letter is as follows: 

Orrice Hovusr or Rerresentatives, U.S., 
December 17, 1814. 

Sra: The undersigned, Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, feels himself bound, from the respect due 
to the House and to himself, to state the situation in 
which he was previous to the destruction of his office 
and the Library of Congress. This is rendered indis- 
pensably necessary by the remarks contained in the 
report of the committee upon his accounts for disburse- 
ments of the contingent money of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

It must be very distinctly recollected by every mem- 
ber of the committee, as well as by every member of 
the House, that I was laboring under a severe indis- 
position during the whole of the Fall, and the greater 
part of the Winter of 1813, and that I was unable to 
resume the discharge of my official duties until about 
the first of January, 1814. After the rising of Con- 
gress I was twice violently attacked with the same 
cotaplaint, which assumed a serious appearance, and 
threatened my life. Under these circumstances, my 
physicians advised me to visit the Springs, as a meas- 



































ute necessary to restore my health. If the House shall | PT®s 


deem it necessary, the certificates of the physicians 
will be procured and laid before them. 

When I left this city I can say, without the fear of 
contradiction, that the enemy was not in any of the 
rivers leading to this place, or that their force was saf- 
ficient, either in the bay or on the cvast, to justify an 
expectation of an attack on the Seat of Government. 
I believe that the Heads of the Departments did not, 
at that time, contemplate that any movement would be 
made by the enemy threatening the city of Washing- 
ton. Under these circumstances and facts, the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives most respectfully asks 
leave to observe, that he is free from censure, because 
of his going to the Springs to recover his health, which 
was worn down by a constant and assiduous attention 
to his official duties. 

With respect to that part of the report of the com- 
mittee, which charges the Clerk and those in his em- 
ploy with not using a proper degree of vigilance and 
precaution for the preservation of the papers appertain- 
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ing to the office of the House and of the Library of 
Congress, he begs the House to refer to a statement 
for information upon this subject written by two of his 
clerks, who are known to be gentlemen of respectabil- 
ity and truth, and laid before the House on the 22d of 
September, a copy of which he herewith presents, 
marked No. 1. 


The Clerk has further to observe upon this subject, 


that it will appear, by the certificate of Captain Burch, 
herewith accompanying, marked No. 2, that two of 
his clerks, Mr. 
duty in his company of artillery from the 19th of Au- 
gust until after the destruction of the Capitol; that 
they could not leave the camp without a furlough from 
the Colonel or General, which was never granted 
them; that it willa 
Bestor, No. 3, that 
and upon whom he plac 
from the city, and continued under his command until 
the afternoon of the 2lst of August, when he was fur- 
loughed by General Smith, as will be seen by his Gen- 
eral Order No. 4. Mr. Burch did not get into the city 
until nightfall of that day. Another of his clerks, 
Colonel George Magruder, who was the commander 
of one of the regiments then in the service, marched 
with his regiment, and continued with it, as was his 
duty, until after the destruction of the Capitol. There 


amilton and Mr. Berry, were doing 


r, by the statement of Captain 
r. Burch, another of his clerks, 
ed much reliance, was marched 


was then only one clerk left, Mr. Frost, who had just 
before been appointed in the office, and he also would 
have been taken away with the military, if he had not 
been over the age prescribed by law for militia service. 
From these facts it results that, of the clerks in my 
employ, those in the company of Captain Burch had 
no power whatever to interfere in the saving of the 
office and library from destruction; that Mr. Burch 
could not do anything for their preservation until Mon- 
day, the 22d, nor could Colonel Magruder, without de- 
serting his duties in the field. 


On the 22d Mr. Burch and Mr. Frost did commence 
the removal of the office, not in the afternoon, as is 
stated in the report of the committee, but actually in 
the forenoon. The means of transportation were lim- 
ited for three days previous, and on that day the com- 
mittee have admitted it was almost impossible to pro- 
cure it at all. 

The evidence which the committee have procured 
from the Departments, of the facility which they found 
in removing their papers, can have no bearing on the 
ent case, as these Departments began to pack u 
on the 18th or 19th of the month, and, in fact, rem 
before the afternoon of the 22d; and, consequently, 
had all their means of transportation in readiness pre- 
vious to the time it became so difficult to procure at. 


The Clerk begs leave further to observe, that the 
Heads of Departments, being in the confidence of the 
Government, had much better means of procuring cor- 
rect information of the movements of the enemy than 
the clerks in his office, whose only sources of informa- 
tion were the common reports to be heard in the 
streets; and it is notorious, that the public mind was 
in darkness and ignorance upon the subject of the 
strength and movements of the enemy; that the Heads 
of Departments gave orders to pack up their papers, as 
has been observed before, some on the 19th, and one 
even on the 18th of the month; and that, as many, !! 
not a majority, of their clerks were over the age of 
forty-five years, they were not compelled to leave the 
offices. This accounts for their ability to pack up their 
papers, and, in some cases, actually to remove them, 
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before it was in the power of my clerks to commence 
the business. 

The Clerk must, therefore, be permitted to say, and 
he says it with confidence, that those in his employ 
were not guilty of negligence, or inattention in the 
preservation of the office, unless, indeed, the committee 
will prove that they were not in the military service ; 
that they remained during the whole time in the city ; 
and that they took no part or interest in its preser- 
vation. 

With respect to the Library, he asks the House to 
refer to the letter of Mr. Frost, marked No. 5. This 
gentleman acted as under-librarian; the rest of the 
clerks in my office had no authority or control in that 











— 

n regard to the contingent expenses of the House, 
the vouchers for which were destroyed, the undersigned 
begs leave to state, that the Committee of Accounts 
have always had the sole control of the disbursements 
of the funds appropriated for this object, and have sanc- 
tioned all the payments which have been made out of 
it. Being, from the nature of the other duties of his 
office, unable to attend to this branch of the business, 
it was confided by the Clerk to Mr. George Magruder, 
his principal clerk. The amounts drawn at different 
times from the Treasury have always been so drawn 
under the direction of the Committee of Accounts, af- 
ter they had received satisfactory information that the 
funds already drawn were expended. The Committee 
of Accounts have always kept a record of their ac- 
counts, as well as their chief clerk, and acted as a check 
upon him, the undersigned has had no further agency 
in the same, than to affix his signature to them when 
the forms of office required it. This is not a novel 
practice, but is, he believes, pursued in regard to the 
contingent expenses of every office under the Govern- 
ment of any extent; the chief clerks always disbursing 
the contingent fund, though the principal is responsi- 
ble for the same. It is not, therefore, so very extraor- 
dinary, the undersigned would respectfully suggest, 
that he was not able to afford to the committee of in- 
quiry a specification of expenditures, of which all the 
accounts and vouchers were so unfortunately destroy- 
ed. He greatly regrets that the chief clerk had kept 
no duplicate book or memorandum of the accounts 
paid, which could supply the deficiency of that destroy- 
ed, in consequence entirely of his absence on duty in 
the field of battle. Could the event of that day have 
been foreseen six hours before it happened, those pa- 
pers had probably escaped the flames. 


It must be obvious to the honorable House that, out 
of so large a mass of accounts of a miscellaneous cha- 
racter as are paid, in the course of seven months, out 
of the contingent fund of the House, it would be im- 
possible for the person having pet it, to recollect more 
than a few items. It is true that the evidence of pay- 
ment of such accounts may be collected, in a great 
degree, by the voluntary testimony of those to whom 
the money was paid, but it is no less true, that this 
must be a work, not of a day or a week, but of time 
and research. ‘The undersigned has taken means, by 
a public advertisement, to accomplish this object, and 
will not fail to use due diligence in pursuit of it. 
Meanwhile, he most respectfully suggests that, to ac- 
cuse him of deficiency and default in his accounts, be- 
cause the particular items of disbursement are unascer- 
tained, could not enter the views of the honorable 
House or any member of it, because it would be unjust 
in itself, and would be to add cruelty to that pain which 
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the undersigned has already suffered from the loss sys. 
tained in his office. 

After these general observations, the undersigned 
begs the attention of the House to a few remarks on 
that part of the report which implies an unjust state. 
ment as to two of the very few accounts which he or 
his chief clerk have been able to specify as having been 
paid. This is due tothe House from its Clerk, as we)| 
as to his own conscious rectitude, and to a reputation 
which he hopes no man can justly impeach. 


First. As to the account stated by the committee to 
be overcharged as paid to the messengers and servants 
of the House, nothing is capable of more satisfactory 
explanation. These persons were requested to furnish 
a statement of the amounts they had severally received, 
They made an error in their statements, which the 
honorable committee detected, but of which the chief 
clerk neither participated nor had information until it 
was reported to the House by the committee, and which 
neither he nor the persons who made it were afforded 
an opportunity to amend. That circumstance is more 
fully explained, and the undersigned hopes in a man- 
ner which will be entirely satisfactory to the House, 
in the accompanying letter from Mr. George Magruder, 
marked No. 7, and also by a statement of the princi- 
pal messenger referred to in his letter. 


Secondly. As to the amount which the committee 
appear to have been satisfied was overcharged, as hav- 
ing been paid to the printers, the undersigned in the 
absence of that documentary proof, which would have 
completely satisfied tht House on this head, (but which 
was destroyed with other papers, not in his office, but 
in the Department of the Treasury,) begs leave to sub- 
mit the following statement of facts, in order to refute, 
as publicly as it was made, the charge in this respect 
contained in the report ofthe committee. The abstract 
obtained from the Treasury bears date the 14th of Jan- 
uary, 1814, as to its settlement at the Auditor’s office. 
On the face of it, however, itis stated that the accounts 
settled at that time, were up to the seventh only of that 
month, and the probability is, they were not up to that 
by some days, as it is well known that papers are left 
for settlement at the Treasury frequently, and, indeed, 
always several days before they are acted upon. Ap- 
plication has been made by my order, two or three 
times, to ascertain the date of the deposite of that ac- 
count at the Treasury, and have as often been answered, 
that the account itself, together with every accompany- 
ing voucher, is lying in ashes at the site of the former 
Treasury building. It is much to be regretted, and it 
is doing injustice to me, for the officers of the Treasury 
to be giving certificates, that means of transportation 
of public papers were everywhere to be had in abun- 
dance, when they suffered accounts and vouchers of 
such recent date to be burned. The papers marked 
Nos. 11 and 12, herewith submitted, will demonstrate, 
as far as evidence can be obtained, not only that these 
accounts were not included in the settlement ofthe 14th 
of January, 1814, but that the Clerk ought to have 
credit on that head for a sum of more than two thou- 
sand dollars than he claimed. The statement of Mr. 
Way, and the letter of Mr. Weightman, will exhibit 
how liable to error all estimates must be, collected in the 
unusual manner in which those of the committee were. 

The schedule marked A, which accompanies this 
report, with vouchers from No. 11 to No. 17, obtained 
since the committee reported, will exhibit a further 
sum to be credited to the account of the Clerk, to the 
amount of about seven thousand dollars. 
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These amounts combined, (nearly seven thousand 
dollars,) with cash in hand at the commencement of 
this session, as estimated by the chief clerk in his 
statement accompanying the report of the committee, 
will reduce the amount of expenditures, for which 
youchers are not yet obtained, to about one-half of the 
amount of deficiency stated by your honorable com- 
mittee. 

Other vouchers of a like character will be duly ob- 
tained, and the undersigned does not despair, in a sea- 
sonable time, to be able to account to the satisfaction 
of the House for the whole amount of the expenditures 
from the contingent fund. All which he respectfully 
solicits the House to take into their consideration. 

PATRICK MAGRUDER. 

Hon. Sreaxen of the House. 


TAX ON PERSONAL PROPERTY. 


An engrossed bill to provide additional re ve- 
nues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and ae the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on household furniture, or horses kept exclu- 
sively for the saddle or carriage, and on gold and 
silver watches, was read the third time; and on 
the question, that the same do pass? it passed in 
the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 46, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, 
Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chap- 

1, Clark, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, 

reighton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, 

arrow, eee? Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Howell, Hubbard, Hum- 
preys, ungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, 
ohnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of New York, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, Mc- 
Coy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Moore, Murfree, Nel- 
son, Newton, Oakley, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleas- 
ants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Strong, ‘T'annehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, Winter Wright, and Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, 
Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Davenport, Ely, Geddes, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, 
Miller, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sherwood, Shipherd, 
Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 
Wheaton, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 





Tuespay, December 20. 

The bill from the Senate, “authorizing pay- 
ment tothe widow of ELnrince Gerry, deceased, 
late Vice President of the United States, of such 
salary as would have been payable to him during 
the residue of the term for which he was elected, 
had he so long lived,” was read twice and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

The House proceeded to consider the message 
ftom the Senate in relation to the amendments 
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proposed by this House to the bill from the Sen- 
ate “to authorize the President of the United 
States to call upon the several States and Terri- 
tories thereof for their respective quotas of eighty 
thousand militia, for the defence of the frontiers 
of the United States against invasion;” and the 
said message was read: Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the bill and amendments do lie 
on the table. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
STockron: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the constitutionality and 
expediency of imposing a direct tax upon the District 
of Columbia and the several Territories of the United 
States. 


Mr. Pearson moved to amend the resolution 
hy adding the following words: “and that the 
Committee be instructed to inquire into the pro- 
priety and expediency of authorizing the several 
corporations within the District to impose a direct 
tax on the public property therein.” 

Mr. Epres moved that the resolution do lie on 
the table.—Negatived. 

The question was then taken on theamendment 
proposed by Mr. Pearson, and negatived. 

The resolution was then agreed to by the House. 


DIRECT TAX. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the whole House on 
the bill to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
the public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the 
United States, and providing for assessing and 
collecting the same; and the amendments report- 
ed by the Committee of the whole House being 
read, were, in part, concurred in, and in part dis- 
agreed to, by the House. 

The said bill was further amended. 

And a motion was made by Mr. Suarp further 
to amend the said bill by striking the words “ an- 
nually” out of the following clause: “ That a di- 
rect tax of six millions of dollars be hereby annu- 
ally laid upon the United States.” 

And the question being taken, it was determined 
in the negative—yeas 50, nays 102, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Alston, Bard, Barnett, Baylies of 
Massachusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Cisikedeidee, Burwell, Butler, Ca- 

rton, Calhoun, Culpeper, Earle, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fornay, Franklin, Gaston, Hale, Hall, Henderson, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Kennedy, Kerr, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, King of North Carolina, Law, Lewis, Ma- 
con, Moseley, Murfree, Pearson, Pickens, Pitkin, John 
Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Sharp, Sheffey, Smith of 
Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Telfair, Wheaton, White, 
Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Barbour, Bines, Bradley, Brown, Caldwell, Cannon, 
Champion, Chappell, Clark, Clopton, Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Ely, 
Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, 
Geddes, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Gros- 
venor, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of New 
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York, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, Ker- 
shaw, Lefferts, Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, Markell, Mc- 
Coy, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, 
Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickering, Piper, 
Pleasants, Potter, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sherwood, Skinner, Slaymaker, Smith of New 
York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Stockton, Sturges, Tan- 
nehill, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wil- 
liams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Winter. 


Mr. Yancey moved further to amend the said 
bill by adding thereto the following section: 

And be it further enacted, That this act shall con- 
tinue to be in force for and during the war in which 
the United States are now engaged with the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the de- 
pendencies thereof, and until the expiration of the 

ear in which the said war shall terminate, and no 
onger. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to amend the 
said section by striking out all thereof from the 
word “Ireland,” and insert, “and for one year 
thereafter, and no longer.” And the question 
being taken, it was determined in the negative. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the said section, and was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 61, nays 78, as follows: 


Ysuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barbour, 
Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bines, Bowen, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Clark, Condict, Crawford, Creighton, Cuth- 
bert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, 
Forney, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Hale, 
Hall, Harris, Hawes, Henderson, Humphreys, Hun- 
gerford, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Lef- 
ferts, Lewis, Lowndes, Macon, McLean, Murfree, Pear- 
son, Pickens, Piper, Rhea of Tennessee, Sharp, Skin- 
ner, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, Telfair, 
Wheaton, White, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Bradley, Cannon, 
Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clopton, Comstock, Con- 
ard, C r, Cox, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of New 
York, Forsyth, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hasbrouck, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, John- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of New 
York, Kilbourn, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, McCoy, McKim, 
Montgomery, Moore, Moseley, Nelson, Newton, Oak- 
ley, O , Parker, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, 
Potter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Robertson, Rug- 
ce Sage, Schureman, Seybert, Sherwood, Slaymaker, 

th of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Stockton, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wil- 
cox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Winter. 





Wepnespay, December 21. 


Mr. McKes, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, made a report on the several petitions 
from inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, re- 
lating to claims to lands derived from the British 


Government; which was read, and Mr. McKep 
reported a bill for quieting and adjusting claims 
to lands in the Mississippi Territory ; which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House. 


DIRECT TAX. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for laying a direct tax of six millions of dol- 
lars upon the United States. 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, moved to 
amend the bill by striking out therefrom the 41s 
section, which is as follows: 

“Sre. 41. And be it further enacted, That, towards 
establishing an adequate revenue, to provide for the 
payment of the expenses of Government; for the 
punctual payment of the public debt, principal and in. 
terest, contracted, and to be contracted, according to 
the terms of the contracts respectively; and for cre. 
ating an adequate sinking fand, gradually to reduce, 
and eventually to extinguish the public debt contract- 
ed, and to be contracted, the direct tax by this act laid 
shall continue to be laid, levied, and collected, during 
the present war between the United States and Great 
Britain, and until the purposes aforesaid shall be com- 
pletely accomplished, anything in the said act of Con- 
gress to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstand- 
ing. And for the effectual application of the revenue, 
to be raised by and from the said direct tax laid by this 
act, and also, by and from the direct tax laid by the 
said act of Congress, entitled “An act to lay and col- 
lect a direct tax within the United States,” to the pur- 

ses aforesaid, in due form of law, the faith of the 

nited States is hereby pledged: Provided always, 
That, whenever Congress shall deem it expedient to 
alter, reduce, or change, the said direct tax by this act 
laid, it shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and 
substituting by law, at the said time, and for the same 
purposes, other taxes or duties, which shall be equally 
productive with the direct tax so altered, reduced, or 
changed: And ided further, That nothing in this 
act contained shall be deemed or construed in any 
wise to rescind or impair any specific appropriation of 
the said direct taxes, or either of them; but such ap- 
propriation shall remain and be carried into effect, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the law 
and Jaws making the same; anything in this act to the 
contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding.” 


On this motion a very ne desultory 
debate arose, in which Messrs. Yancey, Cat- 
HouN, Ruea, Lownpes, and Tevratr, advocated 
the motion, and Messrs. Eppes, Incersou., Por- 
reR, Douva.t, Finptey, Grosvenor, Hawkins, 
Wesster, Pickertne, Newron, and Nevson op- 
posed it. 

The advocates of the motion urged that they 
had no wish to defeat the passage of the bill, but 
that the spirit of the Constitution required that 
a direct tax should be laid only for one year, and 
continued no longer than imperious necessity re- 
quired; that the Constitution having given '0 
Congress the power to control the taxes, to part 
with it for a series of years, would be to surrender 
their Constitutional power, inasmuch as they 
could not, after giving the proposed pledge, with- 
hold the taxes without the consent of the two other 
branches of the Government; that, whilst the 
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ledge to be given might saddle the nation for- 
ever with a land tax, it was not necessary to the 
maintenance of the public credit, because a suffi- 
cientsum was pledged, by the bills already passed, 
for the annual payment of the interest and a 
rtion of the principal of the public debt; that 
this discovery of supporting public credit by pledg- 
ing an annual land tax, was of recent date—for, 
during the Administrations of WassinaTon and 
Apams, when the Government would naturally 
be most solicitous for the establishment and in- 
vigoration of public eredit, a direct tax had been 
imposed but one year, and was then pledged, as 
now proposed; it was flying too suddenly from 
one extreme to the other, after refusing to pledge 
anything, to pledge all the resources of the Gov- 
ernment, of every description, to the public credit- 
or, Various arguments were also urged against 
the pledge for the continuance of this tax, derived 
from its general character; it was a tax, it was 
said, unequal in its character on different sec- 
tions of the Union, and unequal in its operation 
frequently when not unequal in its amount, owin 
wortle local advantages and disadvantages of dif- 
ferent sections of the nation, and the disburse- 
ments of the Government therein. It was, be- 
sides, argued that direct taxation was the princi- 
pal resource of the State governments for revenue 
—because, from their nature and relative situa- 
tion, they cannot resort to internal taxation; and, 
therefore, a direct tax ought not to be overcharged, 
nor too long persevered in. 

The arguments in opposition to the motion 
were various, as they proceeded from one or the 
other side of the House. They were, in general, 
to this effect: The argument against parting 
with the power of taxation, it was said, wouid 
apply as well to the pledges contained in the in- 
ternal tax bills (against which it had not been 
suggested) as to this; and was besides inconclu- 
sive if correct, inasmuch as the House, by with- 
holding appropriations, over which it had an 
efficient check, could at any time coerce the other 
branches of the Government to repeal or modify 
existing taxes. That, though in ordinary times, 
the pledges already given of the internal taxes 
might be sufficient to maintain public credit, it 
was necessary now to resuscitate that credit—in 
the words of one gentleman, “to dig it from the 
gtave;” that this was a duty peculiarly devolving 
on those who had declared and supported the 
war, and on whom devolved the responsibility 
for its success or failure. That it would be high- 
ly unjust and partial, after pledging the taxes on 
the materials and labor of the artisan, mechanic, 
and poor retailer—after, in fact, pledging the 
taxes on the industry of the community—to re- 
fuse to pledge the tax on its solid wealth and 
landed property, &c. That this pledge of a land- 
tax, as a foundation for borrowing money, would 
be worth much more than all the internal taxes 
put together, because its product would be certain, 
Whilst the products of the other taxes must be 
matter of estimate and conjecture. The argu- 
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denied any weight, because it made the eligibil- 
ity of the taxes to be pledged depend on the pri- 
ority of passage of several bills which were in- 
tended and calculated to form parts of a general 
system of taxation, &c. 

Various other points were brought into discus- 
sion, as to the intention of the framers of the 
Constitution in regard to the frequency and per- 
manency of a land tax, &c., and on the merits of 
the present and former systems of finance, which 
could not be here detailed with any justice to 
those who introduced them. 

The question being at length taken on this 
motion, was decided in the negative—yeas 48, 
nays 105, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Alston, Bard, Barnett, Baylies of 
Massachusetts, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Burwell, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Clark, Crawford, Culpeper, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Earle, Forney, Franklin, Gaston, Glasgow, 
Goodwyn, Hale, Hall, Harris, Henderson, Humphreys, 
Hulbert, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Law, 
Lefferts, Lowndes, Macon, Pearson, Pickens, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, 
Telfair, Wheaton, Wilson of Massachusetts, and 
Yancey. 

Nars-—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Bigelow, Bines, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, Caldwell, 
Cannon, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clopton, Com- 
stock, Condict, Conard, Cooper, Coxe, Creighton, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Duvall, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, 
Findley, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Geddes, Gholson, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawk- 
ins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Howell, Hubbard, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, John- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of New 
York, Lovett, Lyle, Markell, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Moseley, Nelson, 
Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickering, Piper, 
Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Ruggles, 
Sage, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Skinner, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Tanne- 
hill, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wil- 
cox, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Winter. 

Mr. Potrer moved to amend the 26th section 
of the bill, by striking out these words: “Shall, 
within ten days after receiving his collection list 
from the principal assessors, respectively, as afore- 
said;” and inserting the words, “upon receiving 
his collection lists, shall proceed to collect the 
same, under the directions of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, on such day as shall be fixed upon 
by him, which day shall be uniform in all the 
States.” 

And the question being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative—yeas 52, nays 90, as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bradbury, Brigham, Champion, Cilley, Condict, Coop- 
er, Cox, Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Ely, Gaston, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hen- 
derson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of 
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William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, 
Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, 
Wheaton, Wilcox, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Archer, Avery, 
Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, But- 
ler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, 
Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 
Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Farrow, Fndley, Fisk of New 
York, Forney, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins 
of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersull, Ing- 
hem, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, King of North 
Garolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, Markell, 
McCoy, Kim, McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsyl- 
vania, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Mr. Stanrorp moved to amend the said bill 
by inserting, after the word “districts,” in the 
30th line of the printed bill, the following words: 
‘and also, a like certified ony for each county 
or district within the said collection districts, to 
be, by said collector, deposited with the clerk or 
prothonotary of the several counties or districts.” 

And the question being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Porrer moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting the following as the 41st section: 

Sxc. 41. And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son who shall pay the full amount of his taxes on or 
before the first day of June, annually, shall be entitled 
to an abatement of twelve per centum on the amount 
Of his taxes, to be allowed and deducted therefrom by 
the collector; and if not paid on said first day of June, 
but shall be paid on or before the first day of October, 
annually, he shall be allowed a deduction of six per 
cent. on the amount of his taxes, to be made in man- 
ner aforesaid; and every person who shall neglect to 

‘his taxes until after the said first day of October, 
Shall ‘pay interest at the rate of six per centum 
annum, on the amount of his taxes, from said first bey 
of October, until paid, to be collected together with 
such taxes due and payable as aforesaid. 

And the question being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Kennepy moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out the words “six millions of dollars,” 
in the third line of the first section of the printed 
bill, and inserting the words “four millions five 
hundred thousand dollars.” 

And the question being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. INceRsoLt moved to amend the bill by 
adding the following section: 

Sxc. 41. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall pay the full amount of his taxes on 
or before the first day of June, annually, shall be enti- 
tled to an abatement of twelve per cent. on the amount 
of his taxes, to be allowed and deducted therefrom by 
the collector; and if not paid on said first day of June, 
but shall be paid on or before the first day of October 
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annually, he shall be allowed a deduction of six per 
cent. on the amount of his taxes, to be made in man. 
ner aforesaid. 

And the question being taken, it was deter. 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Warp, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the said bill, by inserting, after the words “pas. 
sage of this act,” in the tenth line of the fifth sec- 
tion of the printed bill, the following words: “ o, 
specially exempted from taxation by the last tax 
act passed by such State.” 

And the question being taken, it was deter. 
mined in the negative. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 





Tuurspay, December 22. 


A new member, to wit: from Ohio, Dayip 
CLENDENtN, elected to supply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the resignation of Rezia Beall, appeared, 
produced his credentials, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “supplemen- 
tal to the acts authorizing a loan for the several 
sums of twenty-five millions of dollars, and three 
millions of dollars,” with an amendment ; in 
which they ask the concurrence of this House. 
The amendment was read, and concurred in by 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. Easton, of Missouri, so much 
of the report of the Committee of Revisal and 
Unfinished Business as relates to the bill permit- 
ting certain locations, and granting certain dona- 
tions of land in the county of New Madrid, in the 
Missouri Territory, was referred to a committee 
to report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Reep, of Massachusetts, the 
report recently received from the Navy Depart- 
ment, in answer to the resolution of the House 


of last session, was referred to the committee of 


investigation on that subject, which was appointed 


in March last. 
DIRECT TAX. 


The bill to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of the Government and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a direct tax 
upon the United States, was read a third time. 

Mr. Bricuam, of Massachusetts, spoke as fol- 
lows: Mr. Speaker, taxing the people to raise 
money to enable the present Administration to 
perpetuate the war, has, in my opinion, no con- 
nexion with the welfare of the country, or the 
credit of the nation. And being opposed to the 
war, of course I am opposed to the passage of this 
bill for its support. 

War is a great calamity, and blasts the happi- 
ness of those who are involved in it, and is now 
the occasion of the many embarrassments and 
distresses so sensibly felt in these United States. 

Those rulers, whoever they be, and wherever 
they are, who hastily and unnecessarily involve 
a country in the horrors and mischiefs of war, 
are a scourge and abhorrence to any people. My 
anxiety for peace has been so ardent, that, at the 
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commencement of the session, I indulged a san- 
ine hope that the present war, of waste and 
olly, was in one of its last struggles, and that its 
existence would soon terminate. I fear a disap- 
intment. The Government, although unable to 
rosecute the war, do not seem to have ability and 
disposition to negotiatea peace. And in this sit- 
uation, unable to do one thing or the other, tell 
us that they intend, if they can obtain money by 
taxing the people, to undertake to do what they 
have already found by experience that they are 
unable to accomplish. 

To devise ways and means to raise men and 
money to carry on the war, were among the great 
and weighty matters alluded to by the President 
in his proclamation, and what induced him to 
convoke Congress, at so early a period, the present 
session. In obedience.to his wishes and recom- 
mendations, Congress have been very industri- 
ously e in providing the means to enable 
the Administration to prosecute their schemes of 
misery, and have prepared a frightful increase of 
taxes and burdens for the citizens of the country. 
If the several laws which have been passed this 
session shall be carried into operation, they will 
be sensibly felt by this people, for you will take 
from them not only their money, but you take 
their personal liberty ; you will take from them 
their children, and, in my opinion, you will take 
from them their Constitutional freedom. And 
although desperate cases may require desperate 
remedies, yet it does not appear to me that the 

resent state of things, deplorable as it is, can 
justify the very extraordinary measures which 
have been adopted. 

Sir, I consider this and the other revenue bills, 
and the army bills, component parts of one great 
war system, and preparatory to another Canadian 
campaign. 

Canada is marked out by our rulers for the 
theatre where se intend again to exhibit their 
bravery and their blunders; and whoever shall see 
the result, will find the balance on the side of the 
latter ;:and to aid in this project, we are about to 
insult the miseries of the people by increasing 
their taxes. 

This war, in my opinion, is one of the most 
unfortunate and distressing that ever any civil- 
ized nations voluntarily and of choice plunged 
themselves into. And although it is of our own 
choice, it is a very impolitic war; it is wrong ab 
initio; it was conceived in error; it was of pre- 
mature birth, agonized into the world under very 
inauspicious circumstances, and without prepara- 
tion for its support; it is like its father, of corrupt 
constitution, of feeble understanding, of violent 
passions, and not to be reasoned with; money 
has been its aliment, and like a vulture, it has 
preyed on the vitals of the country until its sub- 
stanee is devoured and its Treasury exhausted. 

In this impoverished and distressed situation, 
the friends of the war say it is necessary that the 
people should be taxed, that the Administration 
may have millions more of money to prosecute 
the war. It does not however follow. because 


the Administration are destitute of money, that 


it is necessary or expedient that they should have 
more. . 

You would not say, in the case of a private in- 
dividual, the father of a respectable and indus- 
trious family, who had neglected his social and 
paternal duties, wasted and expended his livin 
and their earnings in profligacy, in rioting, an 
drunkenness, to their ruin and his own shame, 
that without any evidence of repentance or refor- 
mation, it would be necessary or expedient that 
he should have more money to feed his lusts and 
consummate their misery. So in the case before 
us, to say nothing of the waste of fifty thousand 
dollars paid to John Henry, it seems to be under- 
stood and admitted, that there has been great 
waste of public money in the War Department. 
And shall we tax the people, and raise money to 
put into the hands of the same agents, to be ap- 
plied to the same purposes, without any evidence 
of reformation, or of more economy or discretion, 
and without any regard to the feelings and wel- 
fare of the great American family? 

Common sense and common prudence forbid 
it; the circumstances of the people forbid it; nor 
do I conceive that the honor or the safety of the 
nation will justify it. 

Mr. Speaker, the predicted embarrassments and 
distresses in our public affairs are before us. 

We witness the loss of national prosperity ; the 
loss of the public credit; and we witness the in- 
firmities of our rulers, and the impolicy of their 
measures. And by the taxes, exactions, and im- 
positions on the people, authorized by this and 
the other revenue bills already passed, we are to 
restore national prosperity and public credit. 

I am sensible that money is wanted, and that 
our rulers have come to their ne plus ultra; they 
have worked up their stock, their Treasury notes, 
and their loans; they have expended their mil- 
lions and tens of millions, and have accomplished 
“ part of their object, the conquest of the Can- 
adas. 

And now in the fullness of their political wis- 
dom, and with all the gravity of statesmen, they 
say that the salvation of the country depends on 
their having twenty or thirty millions of dollars 
to prosecute their system of measures and get 
possession of the Canadas. 

The bill provides for six millions of the sum 
by a direct tax on the United States. 

In times of difficulty like the present, it isnatu- 
ral to advert to the sources from whence the evils 
have originated. 

The system of policy which was commenced 
in the year 1807, and which has since been in 
operation ; whose character and objects were dis- 
tinetly settled, and fully disclosed on the never 
to be forgotten 18th day of June, 1812, had in its 
rear a train of mischiefs and calamities incident 
to a hopeless and unnecessary war. 

The country is now perplexed, the people are 
distressed, and the Government almost, if not 
altogether, bankrupt. And to restore national 
credit, we are by this bill to call on the people of 
these United States, including those of the State 
of Massachusetts, wbo are now standing on their 





967 
H. or R. 


ee ————————_————— SS — 














defence against the enemy, without any support 
from the General Government, to akakane hele 
money, and to pay heavy taxes, to enable the 
Administration to prosecute a foreign war. 

This nation has fallen from the elevated rank 
which it once held. The circumstances of the 
country are changed from affluence to indigence, 
and from glory toshame. It is humiliating when 
we compare the existing state of our public af- 
fairs and interest with the condition and circum- 
stances of the nation under the Federal Admin- 
istration. In the year 1801, when Mr. Jefferson 
came into office, he told the nation that he found 
their prosperity in the full tide of successful ex- 

riment. And toward the close of his Admin- 
istration, he informed the people that the National 
Treasury was fullandoverflowing. Howis itnow? 
It is empty, and resembles more the exhausted re- 
ceiver of an air pump than a National Treasury. 
Whence this salghty change from wealth to 
poverty? It certainly would be extraordinary 
that an orderly and well regulated people, under 
a faithful and wise Administration, should have 
fallen from a situation so prosperous to such a 
state of caren and disgrace. 

To what shall we attribute these misfortunes 
of the country? Our halcyon days seem to be 
past,and instead of peace and prosperity we have 
war and adversity. 

The present state of things is truly alarming ; 
there must be something rotten in the state of 
Denmark; and there is no rule of evidence so 
conclusive of the merit or demerit of an Admin- 
istration as the happiness or misery of the people. 

The people of these United States are depressed, 
but not subdued; nor will they quietly submit to 
be enslaved by the hands of tyranny, either for- 
eign or domestic. They have in times past re- 
monstrated against the oppressive measures of 
their own vernment, but without success. 
And now they have nothing to expect but the in- 
crease of taxes, 

It appears to me that those who now hold the 
destinies of this nation are as insensible of the 
distresses and deprivations occasioned by their 
measures as if they were locked up in the tomb 
of death. 

The Administration say that they want money, 
and must haveit. And thes tell you, in language 
which cannot be misunderstood, that they intend 
to engins the money of the people and the cour- 
age of the poor to subdue the neighboring prov- 
inces. They seem to have a fatal passion for 
war, and with no better motive for its continu- 
ance than to revenge their own mortification. 

1 am ready to admit that money is the sinew 
of war, and I am sensible that the Government 
cannot carry it on without money; and am 
equally sensible that they cannot obtain money 
commensurate with their objects without oppress- 
ing the people—a people, too, who complain, and 
not without cause, of their public burdens; who 
are innocent and unoffending; who feel no in- 
terest in the success of this Canadian war, and 
who have not in the slightest degree been the 
authors of it. 
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I am aware that the Government are embar- 
rassed, that money has been wasted, and that the 
Treasury is empty ; but notwithstanding the state 
of our public funds, or rather no funds, I do not 
feel myself bound by any rule of duty, morai or 
political, in good coascience, or sound policy, to 
vote for this bill, or any other revenue bill, know- 
ing the object to which the money is to be ap. 
plied. Sir, I would sooner consent, were these 
taxes now assessed, collected, and the money in 
the hands of the Government, that it should suffer 
the same fate with the Navy Yard, and there be 
consumed, under the direction and superintend- 
ence of the President and the heads of the depart- 
ments, than it should be applied to worse than 
waste—to the support of an offensive war. 

The Government, for years, have been making 
experiments on the people, and, in my opinion, 
have been marching on in the broad road to de- 
struction; they have expended millions of money, 
and are now destitute and unable to fulfil their 
promises or to execute their contracts. Shall 
they have more money to waste in the same use- 
less manner? Isay,no! Furnishing them with 
more money, to be applied to their schemes of 
aggrandizement, will seal the fate of these United 
States, and render their ruin more certain. 

We have secured no important advantage by 
all the blood and treasure which have been ex- 
pended for foreign conquest; we have gained 
nothing, either in reputation or territory, and 
have realized little else than disaster and suf- 
fering. 

Is there not reason to call in question the 
moral as well as the political rectitude of the 
measure? And if we are fighting against Him, 
whose arm is omnipotent, we shall surely be de- 
feated; we cannot succeed; we shall be disgraced, 
if not destroyed. I have been uniformly opposed 
to the present war, and do not feel sensible that 
I have, in mt political conduct, been accessary 
to the deplorable situation in which the country 
now is; nor do I feel responsible for the present 
system of measures, nor for money, to enable the 
Administration to perpetuate the mischiefs which 
they have originated. 

The granting of money and the laying of taxes 
to carry on the war against Canada, will not only 
increase the burdens, but the dangers of my con- 
stituents, for the character of the war I consider 
the same now as at its commencement. 

I know it has been said by some gentlemen on 
the floor of this House, and denied by others, that 
the war has assumed a new character; that now 
it is a war of defence. I do not so consider |. 
The war of defence spoken of, is a war of the in- 
dividual States, and en are forced into it by the 
measures of the General Government. It is 4 
natural consequence—a result which was pre- 
dicted at the time war was declared; and no man 
of sound understanding could imagine that the 
British Government, while ours were invading 
her provinces, would innocently float with her 
hundreds of ships on our extended and almost 
defenceless seacoast, and do nothing to divert the 
American forces from invading her territory 
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In the original compact, provision was made 
for the protection and defence of the several in- 
dividual States, and it was considered an impor- 
tant provision, and of some security. But several 
of the States, particularly Massachusetts, derive 
no benefit or advantage from this provision in the 
Constitution. 

The Administration are inattentive to their 
Constitutional duties; this will appear by the 
correspondence between Governor Strong and 
Mr, Monroe Secretary of War; not only so, but 
the General Government have refused to in- 
demnify Massachusetts for the expenses incurred 
in a war of defence, occasioned and made neces- 
sary by its own measures. An attack on Canada 
I consider a challenge to the enemy to molest our 
seaboard, and to annoy and interrupt the cities 
and seaport towns. And shall I, as one of the 
Representatives of Massachusetts, consent to load 
the citizens of that State with taxes to prosecute 
the war against Canada, and leave them to de- 
fend themselves at their own expense ? 

Sir, 1 trust that I shall never be so insensible 
of my duty, to the pan of justice, or so re- 
gardless of the rights and interest of my con- 
stituents. The principles of justice and of hu- 
manity, in my opinion, forbid the delegation of 
Masssachusetts to vote for this or any other tax 
bill while the State is abandoned by the General 
Government, and that, too, in the time of peril 
and danger, and for no other cause than that the 
State declined putting her troops under the com- 
mand of one of their cast-off Generals. 

Though I have indirectly expressed an opin- 
ion of the duty of my colleagues, I am very sen- 
sible that they do not stand in need of my advice 
on this or any other subject; nor do I presume to 
pledge the part which they may act; I pledge no 
man, nor do I authorize any man to pledge me, 
or the part which | may act, without consulta- 
tion or consent. 

There is another serious objection to the impo- 
sition of these taxes. There does not appear to 
be any object to justify the further sacrifice of 
men or money. The causes of the war are re- 
moved ; the Orders of Council, which were the 
principal ground on which the war was predi- 
cated and declared, were revoked before there 
was a single trespass committed; before even 
General Hull had issued his proclamation ; be- 
fore the inhabitants of Canada had been inter- 
rupted, or the laws of humanity and justice vio- 
lated, and before that soil had been stained with 
the blood of native Americans. 

At that time the enemy seemed disposed to 
hold out the olive branch; they proposed an 
armistice, but without effect. The bosom of our 
Executive was then so swollen with Napoleon 
prospects and the glory of war, and so regardless 
was he of the rights and interest of the people 

that he laughed at their calamities, and refuse 
to restore the blessings of peace. 

He said that the war was successful, and must 
be continued until the claims on the subject of 
impressment and seamen’s rights were secured, 
or we had appealed to arms in vain, and could 
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no longer be considered an independent nation. 
Examine the subsequent documents and the 
letters of instructions given to the Commissioners 
at Ghent, and then decide on the soundness of 
his declaration. In the letters of instruction of 
the 25th and 27th of June, 1814, he authorizes 
the Commissioners to stipulate, that the subject 
of sapere together with that of commerce, 
may be referred to a separate negotiation; nay, 
further, he instructs them that, on mature con- 
sideration, it had been decided that under all the 
circumstances incident to a prosecution of the 
war, they might omit any stipulation on the sub- 
ject of impressment, and that the question might 
be so disposed of as to form no obstacle to a 
pacification. 

In his letter of August the 11th, he says to the 
Commissioners, that the Government can go no 
further, because it will make no sacrifice of the 
rights or honor of the nation. 

And hence it appears, from the President’s own 
showing, that the war has been continued for 
more than two years, without having either the 
rights or honor of the nation for its object ; which, 
in my mind, is highly reprehensible, and without 
excuse, 

Another objection which I have to this bill, 
and the placing of more money in the hands of 
our rulers, is their incapacity to conduct the war. 
They are incompetent to manage a war of de- 
fence, much less a war of offence. 

For the correctness of this remark, I will turn 
you to the battle of Bladensburg; there you have 
a specimen of the military talents of our chief- 
tain and his associates, all of whom were struck 
with terror at the first appearance of the British 
uniform. They were terrified at the sight of an 
enemy they had long affected to despise. Their 
passion for war seemed then to be suspended; 
they fled where none pursued; and, with the 
usual courage of vain boasters, made their escape, 
leaving their troops to their own discretion, and 
the inhabitants of the city to the mercy of an ex- 
asperated enemy; and the Commander-in-Chief 
of the American forces put spurs to his steed, and 
not venturing to look back, supposed the enemy 
perpetually at his heels, and fled to the mountains 
of Virginia. 

The enemy having put our army to flight, 
marched unmolested into the City of Washing- 
ton, and there destroyed what of the public prop- 
erty had escaped the not less destroying hand of 
our rulers. And where now is your magnificent 
Palace; where is yonder splendid Hall, with its 
drapery and trappings; where are your public 
offices? Why, they are like the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, turned to ashes, and we are wit- 
nesses of the disgraceful catastrophe. Had the 
enemy with such advantages been under the 
command of a coward, no question but the whole 
city would have been laid in ruins. No sooner 
had the British retired, and our Commander-in- 
Chief been notified that he might return with 
perfect safety, than he, with his ordinary heroism 
and magnanimity, returned back into the city, 
calling on the nation manfully to chastise the 
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British for their vandalism, and for frightening 
and driving the American Captain-General from 
his domicil and duty. 

This event I consider a blot on the escutcheon 
of the American character; and had General 
Hull been in the command, and fled under like 
circumstances with or without courage, he prob- 
ably would have been arrested and tried for his 
life by a court martial—an evil which he has 
once suffered, and is now the living monument of 
the President’s sparing mercy. 

The condition of the country is every day be- 
coming more and more alarming; and the only 
means in our power to correct the extravagance 
of our rulers, and to check them in their ~ ess 
to ruin, is to withhold supplies, and to do this I 
consider both patriotic and Constitutional. 

The advocates of the war, and those who are 
desirous to continue it, say there is no other 
course for them but.to pursue the present system 
of measures, and ask what else can they do? I 
will answer: change the character of the war, 
abandon the mad project of conquering the Can- 
adas, deal justly with your own citizens, and 
magoanimously with your enemy; recall your 
privateers, withdraw your troops from Canada, 
and make it notorious that the war is really, and 
in fact, a war of defence. If it shall then be con- 
tinued, it will become the war of the enemy, and 
no longer the American war for conquest. 

I am sensible we have a haughty and powerful 
enemy to contend with, who manifest a disposi- 
tion to convince the American Government that 
it is not for their interest to quarrel with them. 

Yet Lapprehend our rulers might have peace, 
if they were really pacific, if they would under- 
take to negotiate a peace in the spirit of it, and 
would themselves cease to do wrong, and learn 
to do well. 

With these impressions [ am opposed to the 
passage of this and all other bills intended to raise 
either money or men for the purpose of pushing 
the war into Canada. 

We need noaddition to the skirts of our North- 
ern territory; nor shall [ ever consent to pur- 
chase misery and disgrace at the price of blood 
and treasure. 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 106, 
nays 53, as follows: 


Yzuas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, Brown, Burwell, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clenden- 
in, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Cox, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoy- 
elles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grif- 
fin, Grosvenor, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Howell, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of New York, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, 
McKim McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nel- 
son, Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 





Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, bert, Sharp, Skin. 
ner, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith 
of Virg’a, Stockton, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of N. Jersey, Williams, Wilson of Penn. 
sylvania, Winter, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, 
Butler, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Culpeper, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Hale, 
Hall, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kennedy, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
and Wilson of Massachusetts. 


So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 

The House took up the message of the Senate 
announcing their agreement to some and disa- 
greement to others of the amendments made 
by the House to their bill for authorizing’ the 
President of the United States to call into service 
80,000 militia. 

[ Amongst the amendments disagreed to by the 
Senate, was that reducing the term of service 
from two years to one year, and that authorizing 
the Executive to make requisitions on the militia 
officers directly, in case of the failure of the Gov- 
ernors to comply with the demand made on them 
for this object. ] 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, moved the indefinite 
postponement of the bill, and the amendments 
thereto. 

Mr. IncHam, of Pennsylvania, moved to lay 
the subject on the table, (for the purpose of tak- 
ing up a more urgent message from the Senate ;) 
which motion was opposed by Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Jounson of Kentucky, and Mr. CaLnoun; and 
supported by Mr. Inauam and Mr. Fisk, and was 
negatived. 

he question recurring on indefinite postpone- 
ment, on which the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, a short debate arose. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, rose, he said, 
to call the attention of the House to a:single fact: 
The bill—the indefinite postponement of which 
was now moved—it had been stated by the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, would 
cost the United States twenty millions of dollars. 
Before encountering this vast expenditure, the 
House ought to feel a moral certainty that some 
benefit would result from it, in some degree com- 
mensurate with the magnitude of the expendi- 
ture. So far from this being the case, the strong- 
est sentiment expressed in favor of the bill was 4 
hope that some benefit would result from it. This 
amount of money, he thought, had better be ex- 
pended in the old-fashioned way of procuring 
recruits. This bill, he added, had done more to 
impede the adoption of efficient measures by Con- 
gress and the Government than any bill which 
had been before them. The time employed on it 
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would have been much better spent in devisin 
meats to fill the Treasury, &c., than on a bill 
which he believed would produce so little effi- 
cient tothe country. He trusted the House 
would now put an end to this project, and em- 
ploy the money in the old-fashioned way of filling 
the ranksof the regular Army. Mr. G. purposely 
avoided renewing the discussion on the Consti- 
tutional question, on which he was persuaded 
enough had been said. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, in reply to Mr. Gas- 
ron’s objections, on the score of expense, said the 
gentleman was perhaps not aware that—the war 
continuing on its present footing; the undivided 

wer of the enemy employed against us in time 
to come, as it had been in time past—the Govern- 
ment must incur an expense for defensive pur- 

s, in the ensuing year, of not twenty merely, 

t of forty millions of dollars. This was a fact 
from which gentlemen must not at this moment 
shrink. Gentlemen must remember, that, if Con- 
gress are not either able or not willing to encoun- 
ter this expense, the safety of the country will be 
jeopardized, its existence endangered. 

Mr. Gaston observed, that his objection to the 
expense to be caused by this bill, was not that it 
was too much to be expended for the defence 
of the country. The gentleman had misappre- 
hended him, if he supposed that he thought any 
expense too great to accomplish that object. His 
objection was, that the bill peremptorily demand- 
ed the expenditure of so much money, without 
any ak that such an expenditure would be 
necessary. If this law were not to pass, there 

t remained in existence an act authorizing the 

resident to call into service the militia, to serve 
for six months. He therefore saw no necessity 
for passing a law compelling him, whether he 
deemed it necessary or not, to call into service so 
many militia, to serve for so longa term. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, remarked, that the 
statement, to which allusion had been made, that 
this bill would cause to the United States an ex- 
pense of $20,000,000, was altogether hypothetical, 
and he could not, for his part, see on what data 
ithad been founded. The bill had an object in 
view; viz: to obtain men to carry on the war. 
It offered to the militiamen to be draughted, the 
alternative of furnishing substitutes in the shape 
of recruits for the regular army. If it produced 
regulars, it would be of the good old-fashioned 
sort, which the gentleman from North Carolina 
so much desired, which were in the same way 
obtained during the Revolution. If so, the very 
benefit would result which the gentleman desired, 
of recruiting the army ; and, whether it had this 
Operation or not, the statement of the expense 
was altogether speculative. 

Mr. Guotson, of Virginia said, no man would 
go further than him to raise a powerful regular 
army, in any way deemed most expedient. But 
he considered it his bounden duty, enjoined on 
him by the consideration of what he owed to his 
country and himself, not to give his assent to 
any such project as that embraced in the billnow 
before the House. He believed it would bring ruin 
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on the country ; that it would prolong the war, by 
creating a dependence on a broken reed ; and he 
was unwilling, therefore, to squander the treasure 
of the nation on any such project. We shall be 
visited next Spring by one of the most power- 
ful armies ever seen among any people. He 
asked gentlemen if they were willing such an 
army should be met bya raw, undisciplined mili- 
tia? He meant no disrespect to the militia; he 
acknowledged them brave and high spirited— 
but, if every man were as brave as Cesar, with- 
out discipline, they would not be considered as 
competent to meet and contend with the veteran 
regulars of the enemy. As a militia bill, this 
would not be approved by the country; and it 
was nothing but a militia bill at last. Let us 
not, said he, turn aside from the lessons of expe- 
rience. From the time of Washington to this 
day, few men of military character, he said, had 
as recommended the adoption of sucha system 
as this. 

Mr. Jonnson, of Kentucky, said it was as pain- 
ful to him, and no doubt to the House, to hear 
me oe advanced in relation to this subject, 
which ought not to have one moment’s influence, 
as to take up a single moment of the House in 
deliberating on a question which had been ban- 
died about the House for weeks. He would only 
say that this was the only proposition which had 
been offered for the defence of the country, and 
yet it was opposed, on one hand, because it was 
too energetic, and on the other because it was 
said to be feeble and inefficient. He would not 
dwell on the subject; but, rather than obtrude 
himself on the House in debating a question on 
which every man’s mind was made up, he would 
only observe, that, if this bill was rejected, they 
would have no dependence for defence but on 
six months’ militia, and on that point he confi- 
dently rested the issue of this question. 

Mr. Cacuoun, of South Carolina, made a few 
remarks, principally to show an error in the 
statement of the comparative utility of twenty 
millions as employed in the recruiting system, or 
in the defraying the expenses arising from the 
present bill. In the one case, he said, it would 
require another twenty millions to support for one 
year the troops to be recruited, and in the other, 
the twenty millions would suffice for one year’s 
maintenance. The present bill would, he believ- 
ed, produce a regular force; it might, however, 
produce a militia force, which, if such were the 
effect of the bill, would be of a quality superior, 
from their extended term of service, to ordinary 
militia. 

The question of indefinite postponement was 
decided in the negative. Forthe motion 69, against 
it 83, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Breck- 
enridge, Brigham, Burwell, Caperton, Champion, Cil- 
ley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Ely, Gaston, 
Gholson, Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hubbard, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Ken- 
nedy, Kent of New York, Kerr, King of Massachu- 
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setts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Miller, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Slaymaker, 
Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Tag- 
gart, Thompson, Vose, Webster, Wheaton, White, 
Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Bard, 
Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clendenin, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, 
Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Earle, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hopkins of Ky., Humphreys, Ingham, Irving, 
Irwin, Johnson of Va., Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of 
Maryland, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, New- 
ton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith 
of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


The Speaker then proceeded to state the 
amendments of this House, in which the Senate 
has refused to concur. 

The first of these amendments was, that which 
proposes to strike out two years and insert one, 
as the term for which the draughts shall be held 
to service. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, moved that the 
House recede from this amendment, so as to fix 
two years as the term of service. 


The question on this motion was taken by yeas 
and nays, and decided in the negative—for the 
motion 59, against it 93, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs, Anderson, Archer, Bard, Barnett, 
Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Chappell, 
Clendenin, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 
Denoyelles, Evans, Findley, Fisk of New York, For- 
ney, Forsyth, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Hasbrouck, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Johnson of Kentucky, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lyle, McKim, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, 
Parker, Pickens, Rea of Pennsylvania, Robertson, 
Sage, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, Tanne- 
hill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson 
of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, Caperton, 
Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, 
Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, Ely, 
Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, 
Gholson, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Hen- 
derson, Howell, Humphreys, Hulbert, Irwin, Jackson 
of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent 
of New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, 
Markell, McUoy, McKee, McLean, Miller, Moore, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleas- 
ants, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Sevier, Seybert, 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Skinner, Slaymaker, 
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Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Tag- 
gart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of New Jersey, Web. 
ster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachy- 


setts, and Winter. 


So the term of service remains, at present, one 
ear. 
: The House having refused to recede from this 
amendment, Mr. Joanson of Kentucky moved 
that the House insist on it; which motion was 
agreed to. 

The House then proceeded, separatim, to insist 
on all its amendments to which the Senate had 
disagreed, and a committee of conference was 
appointed to join the committee of the Senate 
on that subject. 





Fripay, December 23. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ giving fur- 
ther time to locate certain claims to lands con- 
firmed by an act of Congress, entitled “An act 
confirming certain claims to lands in the district 
of Vincennes,” with amendments ; in which they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, reported a bill to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to raise 
certain companies of rangers for the defence of 
the frontiers of the United States, and to repeal 
certain acts heretofore passed on this subject; 
which was twice read and committed. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


On motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill from the Senate to incorporate 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States 
of America. 

The first section of the bill contains the leading 
principe of the bill, substantially as follows: 

he capital to consist of fifty millions of dollars, 
to be divided into an hundred thousand shares of 
five hundred dollars each; subscriptions for forty 
millions whereof to be opened on the third Mon- 
day in January next, at Boston, New York, Phila- 
del| hia, Richmond, Charleston, and Pittsburg. 
[The amendments proposed to this section by the 
Committee of Ways and Means contemplate an 
extension of the number of places of subscription, 
&c.] Before the question was stated on these 
amendments— 

Mr. Corton, of Virginia, moved to strike out 
the first section of the bill. 

I have made this motion, Mr. Chairman, (said 
Mr. CLopron,) at this stage of the discussion, as 
being at the most pre er time to try the general 
principle of the bill; snc I cannot, under my 
present convictions, vote for this or any other bill 
to establish a bank, and therefore wish to state to 
this Committee the ground of Constitutional ob- 
jection which I have to it, The objection is not 
one which admits a right to legislate on the sub- 
ject proposed, but would prescribe the precise 
extent to which it might be exercised, and beyond 
which it ought not to be exercised; but it is an 
objection grounded on a thorough belief, the re- 
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sult of deliberate examination of the Constitution 
and reflection thereon, that there does not exist 
in this body any manner of right to legislate on 
the subject at all; that no sort of authority to do 
so is vested in it, either by express grant, or as 
incidental to any express grant. 
[ should, indeed, have been glad if some gen- 
tleman who patronises this scheme would have 
resented to us his views of the authority which 
fe conceives the Constitution has given to pass 
such a bill as this; that, if I had been convinced 
of having been heretofore in error, 1 might have 
been left free to decide upon the measure, accord- 
ingly as it should appear to be expedient or other- 
wise; but, no gentleman having done so in the 
course of a long discussion of the bill on the same 
subject, which was before this body some time 
ago, when I was in a very low state of health, 
and expecting that the same silence in that re- 
spect will be observed upon this bill, I am left to 
presume altogether as to the ground on which 
the friends of the scheme rest for their authority ; 
and, being left so to presume, I cannot conceive 
of any part of the Constitution on which they can 
rely for authority, other than the concluding 
clause of the eighth section of the first article of 
the Constitution, commonly called the sweeping 
clause, in the following words: “To make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers,” &c. Be- 
cause there is no other part of the Constitution, 
that I know of, which can afford even a shadow 
of pretext for exercising such a power as is now 
oo to be exercised by the bill before you. 
ecause, upon every occasion which has hereto- 
fore occurred, when a right has been claimed to 
exercise a distinct power or powers, not expressly 
granted, for the avowed purpose of carrying into 
execution other powers that are so granted, that 
clause has been always resorted to; and, more 
especially, because the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the original parent of this scheme, in his letter to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means of the 17th of October last, after modestly 
suggesting the propriety of a change of opinion 
respecting the Constitution, to suit the “ difference 
of times and circumstances,” wound up his rec- 
ommendation of the scheme with a declaration of 
his “ opinion, that in these times it will not only 
‘be useful in promoting the general welfare. but 
‘that it is necessary and proper for carrying into 
‘execution some of the most important powers 
‘ constitutionally vested in the Government ;” thus 
using the most operative words of that clause, the 
words “necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution,” &c., and evidently thereby inviting 
the attention of the members of this body to the 
clause, as being of singular importance in guiding 
their deliberations on the subject. 
It would seem, sir, nevertheless, that even in 
the mind of the Secretary himself. there existed 
at least some doubt whether a power to establish 
the proposed bank is itself constitutionally vested 
in Congress; for he does not say that it is, but 
only that in his opinion “the establishment of a 
National Bank is necessary and proper for carry- 
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ing into execution” some powers that are consti- 
tutionally vested in the Government, as if he 
intended to confine the actual Constitutional in- 
vestiture to powers expressly granted. If he did 
intend so to confine it, he was thus far correct: 
for no power whatever is constitutionally vested 
in this body that is not expressly granted to it. 

Let the opinion of the Secretary on this point 
be what it may, his letter will not, cannot, induce 
me to participate in the exercise of a power which, 
I verily believe, is not in any manner whatever 
vested in this body. Even if the measure pro- 
posed should seem ever so expedient, which, how- 
ever, is far from appearing to me to be the case 
with respect to the proposed institution; but, on 
the contrary, should it be established, I fear it 
may ultimately turn out to be a dangerous, a very 
dangerous political machine to this country, even 
if some temporary advantages should be derived 
from it; if some of the difficulties under which 
the Government is said to labor should, for the 
present, be obviated—difficulties, I am constrained 
to say, which might have been prevented by 
timely provisions, by other means not in any way 
conflicting with the Constitution—which might 
have precluded that great necessity, as it is rep- 
resented to be, and now spoken of by some gentle- 
men, as in their opinion so imperiously calling 
for such an institution as the one proposed. But, 
sir, I am not prepared, nor am [ willing, to admit 
that the Government is in such a desperate situa- 
tion as to render the proposed bank necessary for 
its relief or accommodation, even if the ri he to 
establish the institution was unquestionable. I 
deny that such necessity does exist. On this oc- 
casion, therefore, as on others, I take the liberty 
to decide according to the dictates of my own 
judgment. If in this instance I judge upon mere 
visionary speculation in respect to the Constitu- 
tion, let the observations I am about to offer to 
the Committee determine. 

In tracing the features of the Federal Constitu- 
tlon, Mr. Chairman, I have always found that 
they present themselves to my mind as being 
rooted in one great foutinseatel principle, which 
is, that all the powers at the command of this 
Government are those only which are delegated 
to it. This principle is expressly recognised by 
an amendment to the Constitution, adopted at a 
very early period after the Constitution was car- 
ried into operation. The term “delegated,” as 
used in that amendment, I consider to be a pecu- 
liar phrase of special, distinct, definite meaning, 
and, when applied to any particular power, not 
fairly susceptible of implication or involution of 
any distinct power, other than the power to which 
it is immediately and directly applied. In other 
words, sir, | understand the term to mean that 
the powers “delegated,” are those only which are 
specifically designated by express grants. The 
delegation of the powers of this Government 
comprehends, then, no more than what are dis- 
tinctly expressed in the delegation or series of 
positive grants. 

A sort of powers, however, has been much and 
often spoken of, the true nature and extent of 
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which, perhaps, have not been alemaps distinctly 
and clearly understood—if, indeed, the existence 
of any powers at all under that denomination 
ought to be admitted. I allude to what are called 
incidental powers. The broadest latitudinarians, 
in relation to the powers of this body, have never, 
that I know of, extended their notions of its pow- 
ers farther than to these two species—the powers 
strictly denominated “delegated” powers, or pow- 
ers “ eeprenely granted,” and what they call “in- 
cidental” pe This notion of incidental 
powers is deduced altogether from the same con- 
cluding clause of the 8th section of the first article 
of the Constitution, as being “necessary and 
proper” for carrying into execution the express 
powers specified in the preceding clauses of that 
section ; and very much, if not the whole, of the 
diversity of opinion which has prevailed in rela- 
tion to the powers constitutionally vested in Con- 

ess, has proceeded, perhaps, from the difference 
kee the construction given to that clause by 
some, and the construction given to it by others. 

According to my understanding of the word 
“incidental,” I take it to be an adjective not only 
in point of grammar strictly, but that,if it can 
properly be applied to any power at all, it can be 
applied only to a power which is itself but the 
ani ctive or adjunct of another power to which 
it an, and Ses no existence separate from that 
power. In my opinion, then, what is commonly 
called incidental powers are not real, distinct 
powers, but rather modes of exercising the ex- 

ress powers to which they belong or are incident. 
hence, sir, I consider myself perfectly justifia- 
ble in the declaration that the clause in the Con- 
stitution, which has been mentioned, and by which 
alone it is generally thought the exercise of those 
supposed incidental powers is authorized, does not 
embrace any distinct substantive power at. all. 
The a now proposed to be exercised in pass- 
ing the bill before you, I consider to be a distinct 
substantive power, as clearly as any power can 
be, and therefore not embraced in that clause. It 
is not expressly granted, as must be admitted by 
everybody ; whence it is evident to my mind. that 
it is not in any manner whatever vested in this 
body, and therefore cannot be constitutionally ex- 
ercised by this body. 

Firmly, then, as the Secretary of the Treasury 
or other advocates of this bill may conceive the 
doctrine, they entertain in favor of it, to be sup- 
ported by the clause in the Constitution which 
has been meationed, I must beg leave to differ 
from them entirely in opinion. I consider it af- 
fording no solid, no substantial support at all to 
such a doctrine; and never in my opinion was an 
appellation more improperly bestowed upon any- 
thing than the appellation which has been be- 
stowed upon that clause. On account, then, of 
the very extensive latitude of construction given 
to the clause, ascribing to it abundantly more 
force than it actually possesses, I have been in- 
clined to think that it might have been better, 
perhaps, if the clause had never been inserted in 
he Constitution ; or, at least, that part of it which 

elates to the several grants of power specified in 


the preceding clauses of the section. For so far 
from sweeping, by which it would seem, is meant 
(if indeed the appellation is designed to mean 
anything,) a carrying along with it powers not 
specified in the enumeration of grants imme- 
diately preceding the clause, it carries along with 
it nothing at all, It imparts not a scintilla of 
power to Congress which the preceding enu- 
meration does not grant. If then by the ascrip- 
tion to it of the sweeping quality be really meant 
that it imparts to Congress powers other than 
those enumerated in the preceding clause of the 
section, which are distinct from and additional to 
them, indefinite in number and extent, a little re- 
flection, I should imagine, might convince any 
one that such construction must involve danger- 
ous consequences—that such would be a sweep- 
ing quality indeed—that it might sweep away 
not only all the restrictions intended by the speci- 
fication of those particular grants of power, but 
also every vestige of authority reserved to the 
States, Yes, sir, such must be its quality, such 
the extent of its force, if it be allowed that the 
clause conveys to Congress any real substantive 
powers not contained in the special grants enu- 
merated; for if it be admitted that it conveys any 
such additional powers at all, since they are not 
defined, they would consequently be general as 
well as unlimited. To give to the clause, then, 
the full force which the appellation by which it 
has been distinguished, were it a proper appella- 
tion for it, would be in fact to give to Congress 
general, unlimited, discretionary powers. I pre- 
sume, sir, that nothing would be hazarded by the 
declaration, were I to take upon myself to affirm 
that not a single member of this honorable body 
will admit that it contains a grant of such gen- 
eral, discretionary powers. Hence, sir, it is clear 
to my miad that those, who ascribe to the clause 
in question the quality which seems to have been 
ascribed to it, must be involved in the dilemma of 
either advocating so great an extent of power as 
existing in this body, as would render altogether 
useless and nugatory the special grants of power 
enumerated in the Constitution, and therefore 
much more power than they would really be 
willing to allow it to convey; or of admitting at 
last that it conveys none at all more than what 
the enumeration of itself grants without that 
clause. Hence too it is equally clear to me that, 
so far from conferring on this body any real pow- 
ers additional to those deseribed in the preceding 
enumeration, the clause is merely the recognition 
of a general principle, necessarily inherent in 
each grant of power, that Congress being in- 
vested with the power, may use or authorize by 
law a use of the natural appropriate means of 
carrying the power into execution, for which pur- 
pose alone such means can be used, the applica- 
tion of them depending entirely upon the excr- 
cise of the power granted, and without which 
right all the several grants expressed would be 
merely so many naked grants, and would convey 
to this body no such powers as the grants pur- 
port to convey. 

Permit me, sir, to illustrate the position, I have 
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now advanced, by a reference to one of the special 
of power enumerated ; I say one of them. 
on it would be unnecessary to trouble the 
Committee with any more, although observations 
similar to these about to be made on the one se- 
lected wight be made upon all, or nearly all of 
them, tending equally to establish the truth of 
the position, but which would require more time 
than perhaps it might be either convenient or 
ble to the Committee to be detained; and 
because it is believed that the observations on 
one of them may suffice for my purpose as amply 
as if I were to trouble the Committee with 
similar remarks on all of them. I will take the 
first grant enumerated in these words: “Con- 
shall have power to lay and collect taxes, 
on imposts, and excises,” &c. To this grant 
let the clause in question be applied, and the re- 
cognition of the principle 1 have mentioned, 
may, I think, be clearly perceived. What is its 
operation? The words of the grant expressly 
confer on Congress a specific power to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises. Now, 
sir, does this grant operate no further than merely 
to authorize Congress to provide by law that 
“taxes, duties,” &c. on certain articles, at cer- 
tain rates, or to certain amounts, shall be laid and 
collected, and. to do no more? To confine its 
operation to this limit would be to ascribe no 
efficient meaning, to give no force at all to the 
words lay and collect. But they certainly have 
such meaning; they certainly have some force; 
and from the operation of the general principle, 
such as I have alluded to, which is necessarily 
inherent in the grant of “ power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties,” &c., Congress becomes vested with 
aright to authorize by law a use of the natural, 
appropriate means of causing taxes, duties, &c., 
to he laid and collected, which in fact is nothing 
more than an efficient exercise of the simple 
“ power to lay and and collect taxes, duties,” &c., 
such as to authorize by law the establishment of 
custom-houses; rules for the entrances and clear- 
ances of vessels ; the employment of public armed 
vessels about the mouths of rivers or other inlets 
and on the coasts to prevent smuggling and eva- 
sions of duties directed by law to be laid on im- 
ports; the appointments of collectors, inspectors 
and other necessary officers for collection of the 
revenues arising therefrom and conveyance of 
them into the Treasury. Soalso in relation to the 
system of internal taxation lately established, and 
now enlarged, as appropriate means of carrying 
the system into effect, the appointments of a com- 
missioner of that revenue, aueon assessors and 
other necessary officers, and rules of proceeding 
in every case of taxation have been all authorized 
by. law for the purposes of levying the taxes and 
bringing them into the use of the Government. 
Now, sir, I beg leave to ask, would not Con- 
gene have had a Constitutional right to make 
aws authorizing all the several proceedings, I 
have just noticed, if the clause, which has been 
cited, had never been inserted at the end of the 
section which has been mentioned? Can there 
exist any doubt respecting its authority to have 


done so? It seems to me that not a shadow of 
ground for doubting its authority would have ex- 
isted, but that the words “ shall have power to la 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,” 
convey to this body the same extent of authority 
as the grant would, if it had been expressed that 
Congress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, by on 
necessary and proper laws for laying and colleet- 
ing them. For a legislature cannot lay and col- 
lect taxes, duties, imposts, or excises, but by mak- 
ing some law or laws for laying and collecting 
them; that is to say, some law or laws appro- 
priate to the purposes of laying and collecting 
them. 

The “ power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
im posts, and excises” is the same, then, as a power 
to make laws which shall be “necessary and pro- 
per” to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises. But to make laws which shall be “ne- 
cessary and proper” to lay and collect taxes, du- 
ties, &c., is the same as to make laws, which shall 
be “ necessary and proper for carrying into exe- 
cution” the power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
&c. Hence, then, a power to make laws, which 
shall be “necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution” the power to lay and collect taxes, 
duties, imposts and excises, is the same as, and 
can be no more than, the simple power “to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises.” It 
is evident, therefore, to my mind, sir, that what 
have been generally called powers incidental to 
express powers are not real, distinct powers, but 
nothing more than modes of exercising the express 
powers to which they belong, or using the natural, 
appropriate means of carrying them into execu- 
tion, which are the only purposes, for which the 
means are required and to which only they can 
be applied ; the objects, on which they can operate, 
being those only on which the express powers, to 
which they respectively belong, are exercised ; 
that nothing more is comprehended within the 
meaning of the words “ to make all laws, which 
shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers,” &c., contained 
in the clause which has been characterized as the 
sweeping clause and to which so extensive a scope 
has been given. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if the words “to make all 
laws, which shall be necessary and proper,” in- 
stead of having been inserted at the end of the sec- 
tion, had been inserted in the first grant between 
the word “ power,” and the words “to lay and 
collect taxes, duties,” &c.,so as to have made the 
clause read thus, “ Congress shall have power to 
make all laws which shall be necessary and pro- 
per to lay and collect taxes, duties,” &c., would 
any gentleman contend that Congress under this 
grant, so modified, would have a Constitutional 
right to exercise, as the means of laying and col- 
lecting taxes, duties, &c.,a distinct substantive 
power, not expressed in the grant, and not neces- 
sarily belonging to the power of laying and col- 
lecting taxes, duties, &c., but which could be ex- 
ercised independently of the exercise of that pow- 
er, and operate on objects not at all connected 
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with the exercise of it? Surely not; yet, it is 
the same thing to contend that those words of the 
clause at the end of the section, contain a grant 
of such power; for they apply to each special 
grant of power enumerated in the same manner, 
and only in the same manner, as if they had been 
incorporated into the body of each grant respec- 
tively. Nothing can be more clear and evident 
than that the words so apply, and soonly. Never- 
theless, sir, this famous clause has been so con- 
strued, and, I suppose, still is so construed, as to 
give to Congress separate, distinct, substantive 
une notexpressed in the enumeration of grants. 
xpediency is made the basis of such construc- 
tion; and from an opinion entertained by some 
gentlemen, that the proposed banking institution 
may afford a useful engine to the Government in 
its financial arrangements; though the correct- 
ness of that opinion is controverted by others, and 
is upon the whole extremely problematical: yet 
from their opinion merely of its expediency a 
right to establish the institution is claimed, and 
now in rapid exercise; although nothing can be 
more evident, than that to do so is to exercise a 
distinct, substantive power not contained in the 
enumeration—a power as distinct, and as substan- 
tive as any of those enumerated are with respect 
to the others on the list. This observation leads me, 
sir, and indeed almost irresistibly impels me, to 
bring to the notice of the Committee one particular 
grant of power enumerated, so extremely apt in 
my opinion, and well fitted is it for a further illus- 
tration of the principles I contend for—it is the 
power “ to establish post offices and post roads.” 

Here, sir, is a power distinctly expressed in the 
enumeration of so much importance to the Gov- 
ernment in affording ready, convenient and ex- 
peditious means of conveyance of intelligence, to 
and from every department, every branch and 
every individual member of every branch and de- 

rtment of the Government, as well as to and 

rom the citizens of the United States at large, as 
to render it almost absolutely necessary for car- 
rying on the affairs of the Government. Yet we 
see this power expressly designated in the enume- 
ration, Why do we see it here expressly — 
nated? For this very obvious and undeniable 
reason—that it is a power completely substantive 
in its nature, distinct and separate from, and in- 
dependent of all others enumerated. Whence 
the framers of the Constitution, from a conside- 
ration of its ou importance to the General Gov- 
ernment, and the manifest propriety of vesting it 
in this Government, took care to insert it in the 
enumeration of express grants—well knowing 
that it could not by any possible just construction 
be considered as the incident of any of those ex- 
press grants; and consegently that, however ne- 
cessary and proper it might be for carrying on the 
affairs of the Government, such a power could 
not be constitutionally exercised, unless inserted 
among the express grants. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will seriously, I will 
solemnly address myself to the members of this 
honorable body, andask, Will any gentleman un- 
dertake to say that a power to establish such an 


institution as the one now proposed—an institu- 
tion of such vast moment, involving interests so 
deep, so extensive, so fathomless, indeed, as almost 
to baffle the powers of human ek to describe 
them; an institution, which, if established, as was 
said, and justly said, by a gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Oakey) some time agoin relation to 
the bill on the same subject then under discussion, 
will be likely to wield the destinies of this nation 
for ages to come—I say, sir, will ary gentleman 
undertake to affirm that a power to establish such 
a monstrous institution as this, is not a power as 
completely substantive in its nature as the power 
to establish post offices, and to direct that the 
mails shall be carried on certain roads? Sir, is 
the sun shining in his meridian splendor clearer 
to the eye than it must be to every mind, high 
and low, wise and ignorant, that a power to cre- 
ate so terrific and stupendous an establishment as 
this, is no less a substantive power and no less 
distinct and separate from, and independent of, 
all other whatever, than is the power to establish 
post offices and post roads? Sir, this is too clear 
and too plain to need any illustration. It would 
be but an idle waste of time, indeed, to trouble the 
Committee with any observations upon it, with 
a view of attempting to prove more clearly that 
it is such a power; and if gentlemen are deter- 
mined to assume the power, the exercise of it will 
be totally unconnected with that of any of the 
express powers eunmerated in the Constitution, 
and its operation is independent of their operation 
as the power itself is independent of all those ex- 
press powers. These are the characteristic prop- 
erties of a distinct, substantive power. Strange, 
I think, must be the construction, then, which 
interprets it to be a power merely incidental to 
either of those express powers; and, since it is 
not itself one of them, my impressions are irresis- 
tible, that it is not in any matter vested in this 
body, and therefore cannot be constitutionally ex- 
ercised by it. 

Sir, if the doctrine, under which this power is 
assumed and exercised, should be generally toler- 
ated and sanctioned—if this vast unlimited lati- 
tude of construction should become the established 
construction of the clause in the Constitution, 
which has been so often referred to, what will 
become of the great landmarks of the Constitu- 
tion? Will they not in effect be all levelled with 
the ground? Will not the wide unbounded ocean 
of human affairs be then laid open to this restricted 
Federal Legislature, (as everybody, who pretends 
to know anything of the principles of the Consti- 
tution, acknowledges it to be,) to select from them 
such subjects as it may choose, as bases of its laws? 
Surely, sir, it will, All the restrictions contained 
in the Constitution, which have been marked 
out by the specification of particular powers, as 
limitations to Congress in legislating for these 
United States, will be swept away, will be anni- 
hilated; and there will be nothing to hinder a 
course of legislation from being pursued without 
restraint, without any limitation whatever but its 
own discretion, as to what it may determine upon 
as necessary or proper to be done. Sir, can a 
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single object fall within the compass of the human 
imagination, which may not be also drawn within 
the scope Of this boundless construction, and ac- 
cording to it be deemed a legitimate subject of 
Congressional pegenntine ? Not one,sir. Every 
possible object of human legislation, not palpably 
repugnant to the first principles of our nature, of 
which the mind can conceive, under this very 
extensive construction may as well and as right- 
fully form a basis of legislation for this body, as 
the subject on which it is now acting. Admit 
this doctrine as correct, and in vain, sir, has your 
Constitution been framed upon the principles 
that, “the powers, not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to the States respect- 
ively or the people.” In vain has this hallowed 
principle been solemnly recognised and expressly 
incorporated into the Constitution by way of 
amendment. In vain have the people of these 
States confided in ren grees fundamental princi- 
ple as a solemn and safe guarantee of their State 
sovereignties. ‘There is nota single power hereto- 
fore considered as reserved, and heretofore deemed 
sacred to the States, which may not be as right- 
fully exercised by this body, as the power now 
proposed to be exercised by it; for Laver that 
not a single power is more completly reserved to 
the States, under the Constitution, than this power 
is—that, if this power is not reserved, no power 
whatever is reserved to them; and it would be 
preposterous indeed, to talk or think of reserved 
powers atall. But, sir, | undertake to aver that 
this power is not delegated to this body, either ex- 
pressly or incidentally, and I do consider an exer- 
cise of it by this body asan unauthorized assump- 
tion, as an usurpation not only not warranted, but 
absolutely forbidden to it by the Constitution. I 
assert, then, that this monstrous construction op- 
erates no less than a complete reversal of the 
great and essential principle, which has been 
spores of—introduces the fatal, destructive one, 
that all powers whatever are delegated to the 
United States which are not expressly reserved 
to the States; and, in effect, converts this Gov- 
ernment of special, defined, express powers, into 
one entire consolidated Government, of general 
undefined powers. 

Let this alarming doctrine be fully confirmed 
and established, what a fatal verification will it 
be of the presages of some of our venerable states- 
men, whose mortal remains have been long since 
mouldering in the grave! Atthe ever memora- 
ble and important epoch when the people of these 
States were called upon to deliberate on the great 
and interesting question relating to the adoption 
of this Constitution, the minds of many were im- 
pressed with serious, with solemn, with awful 
apprehensions, mingled with no small degree of 
alarm that the very clause in the Sth section of 
the first article of the Constitution, which has 
been so often cited, might be resorted to asa 
ground for legislating to an extent never contem- 
plated by the framers of the Constitution as being 
within the scope of its true and legitimate mean- 
ing. It was feared that the term “necessary” 
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contained in the clause, though qualified and re- 
stricted in its meaning by the addition of the term 
“proper,” from the union and combination of 
which two qualities it was manifestly intended 
to apply the clause to the making of such laws 
only, as should have an immediate relation to, 
and a natural, intimate connexion with the enu- 
merated express powers, as means or instruments 
of carrying them efficiently into execution, might 
nevertheless be so perverted as to have a con- 
struction given to the clause not confined to the 
limits embraced within that intention, but arbi- 
trarily extended to laws having no manner of re- 
lation to, and no sort of natural connexion with 
any of those express powers—that such a princi- 
ple of construction once established, the time 
might come when it would expand itself to the 
widest circuit of human discretion. The Ameri- 
can people in general were satisfied, however, to 
receive the Constitution as proposed, with that 
clause in it, resting their hopes upon the princi- 
ples and structure of it, that these were sufficiently 
clear and explicit to guard against the abuses and 
dangers so much apprehended by some. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, will the thirteenth Con- 
ress of the United States, fatally to those hopes, 
atally to the pleasing expectations then enter- 

tained by the people, who adopted this Constitu- 

tion—will they so soon verify the presages which 

have been alludedto? Will they in the re-estab- 

lishment of so dangerous a precedent, which was 

thought to have been happily demolished but 

three or four years ago by a refusal to recharter 

a similar institution—will they, I say at so early 

a period after that event, by a creation of the 

proposed huge mammoth institution, sufficiently 

capacious to swallow up four or five of the former 

establishments, thus hermetically seal and secure 

perhaps forever the groundwork of future assump- 
tions of power, and this too by adopting a mea- 
sure of itself fraught with inconceivable danger, 
the natural tendency of which will be gradually, 
at least, if not rapidly (and if such a sad misfor- 
tune must befall this country, I pray that it may 
be but gradual) to break down the barriers of the 
Constitution and sweep away the restrictions and 
limitations of power marked out by the specifica- 
tion of particular grants as designated in the Con- 
stitution? Sir, should such a state of things ever 
arrive—should such ever be the condition of this 
country—when this Legislature should soentirely 
change its true character—when it should no 
longer confine its proceedings to the limits of its 
“ delegated” powers and the great leading princi- 
ples of the Constitution—when these principles 
should be disregarded and cease to haveany force, 
who could undertake to say how far an evil of 
such great magnitude might not progress? No 
man, I undertake to affirm, could prophetically 
explore the full extent of its progress. 

{t is not much to be wofidered at, perhaps, 
that gentlemen should differ in opinion as to the 
extent in which a power, though expressly granted. 
ought to be exercised, when that power is 10 Its 
nature limited, or qualified by the terms of the 
grant, to which different gentlemen may give dif- 
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ferent constructions, as on several recent occa- 
sions we have witnessed. But when a power is 
assumed which is not even mentioned in the Con- 
stitution, I must confess, sir, it appears to me as 
something much more extraordinary. If an er- 
roneous construction in the first case should pre- 
vail atone time, the evil will be remedied, perhaps, 
by amore correct construction at another time, 
the express power being always a fixed, defined 
standard, to which the mind can resort ; and there- 
fore the precedent is not likely to be as durable 
and dangerous as in the latter case, where mere 
arbitrary interpretation, or opinion, having at any 
time prevailed, upon the general ground of neces- 
sity or expediency, without any such fixed, defined 
standard to judge by, one assumption is much 
more likely to form a durable precedent for future 
similar assumptions from time to time in succes- 
sion, and consequently so much the more dan- 

us. If, therefore, it be not too late—if gen- 

en have not irrevocably made up their minds 
upon this subject, I would beseech this honorable 
assembly to consider, to pause for a while, to 
meditate on a subject of such vast magnitude be- 
fore they come to such irrevocable decision in 
favor of it, and not precipitately hurry into the 
adoption of a measure so big with momentous, 
incalculable consequences—consequences, the ex- 
tent of which the keenest foresight of man can- 
not now discern—the baneful influences of the 
evils of which may besuch as the most eagle-eyed 
statesman our country produces may not be able 
to trace, until they shall have extended themselves 
beyond the reach of any practicable remedy ! 

hen Mr. CLopron had coneluded—the ques- 
tion being about to be put on his motion without 
debate— 

Mr. Gastron, of North Carolina, took the floor. 
Among the mostalarming indications of the times, 
he remarked, was the apathy which pervaded the 
House on this occasion ; an apathy resembling 
the numbness which generally precedes mortal 
dissolution, under the influence of which a ques- 
tion of such importance as this was about to be 
taken without debate and almost without delib- 
eration. If the bill would produce that effect 
which its friends predicted, it would prove a ben- 
eficial and valuable institution ; if fraught with 
the mischiefs which he saw in it, its passage 
would bring with it certain destruction to the 
nation. He took it for granted, from the course 
of proceedings which had taken place in the 
House when this subject was before under con- 
sideration, that all hope of obtaining a bank at 
all resembling what banks have heretofore been, 
must now cease; and that the institution em- 
braced, by this bill, if it passed, would be a mere 
paper bank, and nothing else, from which no ben- 
efit could result to the Government or the com- 
munity. He examined the character of this bill, 
and particularly objected to the extent of the cap- 
ital; the limited SS of specie to be em- 
ployed in it; and the power to suspend specie 
payments. Upon a full view of all its features, 
he denied that it would restore public credit, or 
establish an adequate circulating medium, the 
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pu s which its friends hoped it would accom. 
plish. It would, on the contrary, from the moment 
of its establishment, give birth to a monstrous 
scene of stock-jobbing and speculation, always 
detrimental to the public credit. By a system of 
rigid economy and carrying into effect the taxes 
agreed to by the House, he said, he had some 
hope that the Government would weather the 
storm with which it was assailed, without national 
bankruptcy ; but, if Congress passed a bill of this 
kind, he conscientiously believed it would not be 
possible to avoid the evil ; and that, if they passed 
this, they might as well at the same time pass a 
bill of national bankruptcy. 

Mr. McKim, of Maryland, said without saying 
how he should vote on the final question, he 
should vote against the motion to strike out the 
first section of the bill in the present stage of it, 
from motives of respect to the co-ordinate branch 
of the Legislature from which the bill came, and 
to those who advocated the bill in this House. 

The motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill was then decided in the negative by the fol- 
lowing vote: For striking it out 50, against it71. 

Mr. Fisx then briefly explained the character 
of this bill, and in what respect the amendments 
proposed by the committee would change the fea- 
tures of it. The bill, as it came from the Senate, 
and as it now stands, proposes that the forty mil- 
lions to be subscribed by individuals, shall be at 
the rate of twenty-seven millions of dollars in 
war stock, five millions in specie, and eight mil- 
lions in Treasury notes; and that subscriptions 
shall be opened in Boston, Baltimore, New York, 
Philadelphia, Richmond, Charleston, and Pitts- 
burg. The committee had recommended to re- 
duce the proportion subscribable by individuals 
to thirty-five millions, of which twenty to be in 
public stock, five in specie, and ten in Treasury 
notes. The details of the bill being nearly the 
same as those of the bill originally reported in 
this House, were not proposed to be changed, ex- 
cept that the committee had recommended that 
books of subscription should be opened at one 
place in every State, in conformity with what 
appeared to be the sentiment of the House when 
the bill was before under consideration. 

The amendments proposed by the Committee 
of Ways and Means to the bill were separately 
considered, and agreed to by a considerable ma- 
jority. 

; The Committee proceeded in further considera- 
tion of the bill—rose, after 4 o’clock, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 





Saturvay, December 24. 


Mr. Catuoun, from the committee to whom 
was referred, on the 23d ultimo, the report of the 
Secretary of War relating to an uniform system 
of discipline for the Army of the United States, 
reported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
appoint a Board of Officers, to modify “the rules and 
regulations for the field exercise and mancuvres of the 
French Infantry,” as translated by Macdonald, so as 
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to make them correspond with the organization of the 
Army of the United States, and to make such addi- 
tions and retrenchments as may be thought proper ; 
and to lay the same, as soon as possible, before this 
House. 

he resolution was read, and agreed to. 

he amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
pill “giving further time to locate certain claims 
to lands confirmed by an act of Congress, entitled 
“An act confirming certain claims to lands in the 
District of Vincennes,” were read, and concurred 


in by the House. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

On motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, the 
House again resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America. 

The whole of the day was consumed in the 
discussion of the details and propositions to amend 
this bill, without giving birth to any material 
amendments. 

The amendments made in the Committee were 
reported to the House, and agreed to, before the 
Hoase adjourned. 

As amended, the bill exhibits the following 
features, viz: 

The capital to consist of fifty millions of dol- 
lars, divided into shares of five hundred dollars 
each; subscribable and payable as follows: by 
the Government, in sie to bear an interest of 
four per cent. per annum; fifteen millions, by 
individuals; the remaining thirty-five millions, 
payable as follows, viz: five millions in specie, 
ten millions in Treasury notes, and twenty mill- 
ions in what is usually called the war-stock. The 
bank to commence its operations so soon as eleven 
million five hundred thousand dollars are paid in. 
in the proportions before mentioned, of specie, 
Treasury notes and stock. 

Other amendments were pcre to the bill; 
when the House adjourned, without taking a 
question on the bill’s going to a third read- 
ing. 





Monpay, December 26. 


Mr. Troup, from the managers appointed by 
this House to attend a conference with the man- 
agers on the part of the Senate, on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the amendments 

oposed by the House of Representatives to the 

ill from the Senate “to authorize the President 
of the United States to call upon the several 
Statesand Territories thereof for their respective 
quotas of eighty thousand militia, for the defence 
of the frontiers of the United States against in- 
vasion,” made a report; which was read. and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


MATTHEW GUY. 


Mr. Incerso ut, of Pennsylvania, rose to make 
amotion. He said there was now an individual 
in this town, by the name of Matthew Guy, a 
native of the town of Dumfries, who, by an ex- 
traordinary act of bravery and heroism, had him- 
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self captured a British officer and four British 
seamen. He was in an oyster boat in the neigh- 
berhood of Chippewanzie, into which he was 
pursued by a British vessel; and, after he got 
into the creek, a barge was sent after him with a 
midshipman and four men. This individual, find- 
ing he must be overtaken, went ashore ina small 
skiff, and concealed himself on the margin of the 
creek with his duck-gun, directing a mulatto man 
who was the only person in company with him, 
to pursue his way up the creek. The mulatto 
man accordingly steered up the creek, under a 
sharp fire from the barge which was in pursuit. 
When the barge passed within a convenient dis- 
tance, Mr. Guy discharged his gun with such 
steady aim at it, as to wound four of the five 
men on board, who immediately cried for quar- 
ter; which being readily granted, they pushed 
ashore while Guy was loading his gun a second 
time. On finding the inferiority of force to which 
they had surrendered their arms, the prisoners 
were disposed to attempt a rescue ; but their cap- 
tor presented his piecea second time at them, and 
they deemed it proper to submit. the officer and 
three others being already wounded. The brave 
man who performed this exploit, delivered his 
prisoners up to the militia in St. Mary’s county, 
by whom they had been brought to the city. 
Though this case did not come within the letter, 
he said it certainly did within the equity of the 
law, which allows a bounty of one hundred dol- 
lars on every prisoner taken by privateers; be- 
cause this individual had redeemed from captivity 
one of our naval officers and four of our seamen 
by obtaining the means of their exchange ; which 
was the principle on which the act in question 
was passed. He was desirous to extend the pro- 
vision of that bill to this individual; and there- 
fore moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
a bounty to Matthew Guy, for five English prisoners 
captured by him. 


The motion was agreed to without opposition. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the Committee of the Whole on the bill from the 
Senate “ to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States of America ;” and the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee of the Whole 
to the said bill being again read. were amended, 
and severally concurred in by the House, except 
the amendment which goes to add a new section 
to the bill. 

The said section was further amended. 

The question was then taken to concur with 
the Committee of the Whole in the said new 
section, which is as follows : 

Src. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
at all times be lawful for a committee of either House 
of Congress, appointed for that purpose, to inspect the 
books, and to examine into the proceedings of the cor- 
poration hereby created; and to report whether the 
provisions of this charter have been by the same vi0- 
lated or not. And whenever any committee, as afore- 
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said, shall find and report, or the President of the 
United States shall have reason to believe, that the 
charter has been violated, it may be lawful for Con- 
gress to direct, or the President to order, a scire facias 
to be sued out of the Circuit Court for the District of 
Pennsylvania, in the name of the United States, (which 
shall be executed upon the President of the corpora- 
tion for the time being, at least fifteen days before the 
commencement of the term of said court,) calling on 
the said corporation to show cause wherefore the char- 
ter hereby granted shall not be declared forfeited : And 
it shall be lawful for the said court, upon the return of 
the said scire facias, to examine into the truth of the 
alleged violation, and if such violation be made appear, 
then to pronounce and adjudge that the said charter 
is forfeited and annulled: Provided, however, Every 
issue of fact which may be joined between the United 
States and the corporation aforesaid, shall be tried by 
jury. And it shall be lawful for the court aforesaid to 
require the production of such of the books of the cor- 
poration as it may deem necessary for the ascertain- 
ment of the controverted facts, and the final judgment 
of the circuit court aforesaid shall be examinable in the 
Supreme Court of the United States by writ of error, 
and may be there reversed or affirmed, according to the 
usages of law. 


The concurrence of the House in this amend- 
ment was opposed by Mr. IncHam of Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr. Forsyrs of Georgia, and Mr. Haw- 
Kins, of Kentucky; and supported by Mr. Gas- 
Ton of North Carolina, Mr. Suerrey of Virginia, 
Mr. Oakey of New York; and opposed and 
advocated by other gentlemen. 

The question on concurrence therein was de- 
cided in the affirmative.—For concurrence 95, 
against it 36, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bay- 
ly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Clendenin, Clop- 
ton, veeet, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, Davenport, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Desha, Earl, Ely, Evans, Far- 
row, Fisk of Vermont, Forney, Franklin, Gaston, 
Gholson, Gourdin, Hale, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Henderson, Humphreys, Hulbert, Irving, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of 
New York, Kent of Maryland, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Law, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Mar- 
kell, McKee, McLean, Miller, Montgomery, Moseley, 
Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Parker, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, 
Ringgold, Robertson, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, 
Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith 
of Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Taggart, Taylor, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of 
New Jersey, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Bines, 
Brown, Comstock, Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Da- 
na, Davis of Pa., Findley, Forsyth, Griffin, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Ingersoll, Ingham, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, King of Massachusetts, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, 
Moore, Murfree, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Sage, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, 
Tannehill, Telfair, Udree, and Wilson of Pennsyl- 
vania. 


And on motion, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow. 


Tvuespay, December 27. 


The Speaker laid before the House a repre. 
sentation from James Monroe, acting Secretary 
of State; Alexander J. Dallas, Secretary of the 
Treasury ; and Richard Rush, Attorney General, 
Commissioners appointed by the act “ Providing 
for the indemnification of certain claimants of 
public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” com- 
monly called the Yazoo claims, passed on the 
3lst of March, 1814, anne their inability, 
owing to the multiplied and laborious duties 
which demand their attention in their respective 
departments, to discharge the duties enjoined 
upon them by the said act, and suggesting the 
propriety of appointing other Commissioners to 
execute the provisions of the act, whose atten- 
tion shall not be engrossed by other public duties, 
The said representation was read, and referred to 
Messrs. Oakiey, Lownpes, and Bay ties, of 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. McKez, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill regulating the sale of cer- 
tain reserved sections of land in the State of 
Ohio; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Thursday next. 

Mr. McKez also reported a bill attaching to 
the Canton district, in the State of Ohio, the 
tract of land lying between the foot of the rapids 
of the Miami of ce Erie and the Connecticut 
Western Reserve; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the bill last mentioned. 


MILITIA DRAUGHTS. 


On motion of Mr. Troup, of Georgia, the 
House proceeded to consider the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to call into service 
eighty thousand militia for the defence of the 
frontiers of the United States. 

The first proposition of the committee relates 
to the term of service of the militia, and pro- 
poses that a compromise between the two Houses 
shall take place, the Senate receding six months 
and the House advancing six months in the ser- 
vice, so as to fix it at eighteen months. 

Mr. Troup explained that this report was the 
result of compromise between the two Houses; 
and Mr. Stockton stated that, though he had 
consented, as a member of the committee of 
conference, to the report being made, he was op- 
posed to it, as was a majority of the conference 
committee of this House. 

Mr. Farrow madea short speech in opposition 
to the report, the object of which was to explain 
the reason why he, who had voted in favor of 
the bill, should now vote against this report; 1! 
was, because he considered the militia character 
of the bill to be changed, and that, as proposed 
to be amended, it would possess the conscriptive 
character. He made a number of observations, 
principally drawn from our history, to show that 
the militia were, and always would be, under 
proper officers, an effective force. 

he question, on agreeing to this part of the 
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report, was decided—for concurrence 64, against 
it 73, as follows: 

Yeas—Mesars. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Denoyelles, Duvall, Earle, Evans, 
Findley, Forney, Forsyth, Glasgow, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, In- 
gersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Kilbourn, 
King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, Markell, Mc- 
Kee, McLean, Montgomery, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Robertson, Sage, Sharp, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Troup, Udree, 
Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Baylies of Massachu- | 
setts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Caper- 
ton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, 
Cox, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Ely, 
Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, 
Gholson, Hale, Harris, Henderson, Howell, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent 
of Maryland, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, 
Lowndes, Macon, Markell, McCoy, Miller, Moore, Mose- 
i Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, | 

illiam Reed, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, | 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Skinner, Slaymaker, Smith of New | 
York, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, | 
Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, | 
Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Wilson of | 
Massachusetts. 


So the House refused to concur in extending 
the term of service from twelve to eighteen 
months. 

The second proposition of the committee of | 
conference is, that the House shall recede from | 
an amendment, the object of which is to author- | 
ize the Executive, in case of neglect or refusal of 
the Governors of the States to execute the pro- 
visions of the law, to call directly on the militia | 
officers of the States to carry them into effect. 

On the question toagree to this proposition, an | 
interesting debate of considerable length took 

lace, in the course of which. it was advocated 

Messrs. Troup. Stockton, Pickerine, Kine 
of Massaahusatia, SatpaHerp, aod Wessrer; and 
opposed by Messrs. Ropertson, Hawkins, For- 
syTa, Guotson, Cornpert, and Fisx of Ver- 
mont. 

The discussion ended in the refusal of the 
House to agree to the proposition of the commit- 
tee of conference by the following vote :—For 











agreeing to it 69, against it 80. 


Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Breckenridge, Brigham, 
Caperton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Coop- 
er, Cox, Cul r, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Ely, Farrow, ton, Geddes, Hale, Henderson, How- 
ell, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New 
York, King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, 
Law, Lovett, Macon, Markell, McKee, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stur- 
ges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, Vose, Ward 
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of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, 
Wheaton, White, Wileox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Con- 
ard, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pa., 
Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Evans Findley, Fisk 
of Verm’t, Forney, Forsyth, Gholson, Glasgow, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Inger- 
soll, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McLean, Murfree, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Telfair, Udree, Wil- 
liams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey—80. 

The House then agreed to the other proposi- 
tions of the committee of conference; and, 

On motion of Mr. Troup, the House resolved 
to tnsist on the amendments from which it had 
just refused to recede; and a message was sent 
to the Senate to acquaint them of this determi- 
nation. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States of America. 

A motion was made by Mr. Hare to amend 
the bill. by striking out the thirteenth section of 
the bill, which authorizes occasional suspension 
of payments in specie by the bank: Whereupon, 

Mr. Ingerso.u, of Pennsylvania, required the 
previous question, which precludes all further 
debate or amendment of the bill. ‘his cali being 
duly sustained, the previous question was taken, 
and decided—for taking the maia question 72, 
against taking it 70. 


Yxuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Con- 
ard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles, Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Forney, Forsyth, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, Mclean, 
Moore, Murfree, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Sage, Seybert, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Calhoun, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, 
Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massa., Desha, 
Duvall, Ely, Farrow, Franklin, Gaston, Hale, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Kent 
of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, McKee, Miller, Montgomery, Mose- 
ley, Oukley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Robertson, Ruggles, Schureman, 
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8 Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith 
of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, 
Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 


The previous question having thus been de- 
cided in the affirmative—a motion was made to 
lay the bill and amendments on the table. 

The Cuair decided (Mr. Macon, in the ab- 
sence of Mr. Cugves, occupying the Chair) that 
the motion was not in order, inasmuch as the 
House having decided that the main question 
shall be now put, no other motion can obtain, un- 
less a motion to adjourn. 

An appeal was taken from this decision of the 
Chair; which, after some debate, was confirmed 
by yeas and nays, by the following vote: In favor 
of the Chair 108, against it 36. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, then took an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair,(Mr. Macon 
still occupying it,) that the main question was, 
that the bill should pass toa third reading. He 
contended that the main question was, that on 
the amendment under discussion when the pre- 
vious question was called. 

The question has, more than once, been de- 
cided in the same manner by the present and late 
Speaker, and affirmed with much solemnity. | 

After some debate, the decision of the Chair 
was affirmed by the following vote: In favor of 
the decision 91, against it 52. 


The main question, viz: Shall the amendments 
be engrossed, and, together with the bill, be read 
oo time ? was then put, and decided as fol- 
ows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bradley, Brown, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clen- 
denin, Comstock, Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Duvall, Earle, Far- 
row, Findley, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 


Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 


Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
Irving, Irwin, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kil- 
bourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, 
Murfree, Nelson, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Skinner, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, 
Wiison of Pennsylvania, and Yancey—81. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Desha, Ely, Evans, 
Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Hale, Hall, Henderson, 
Humphreys, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Newton, Oakley, 
Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, Wil- 
liam Reed, Ruggles, Schureman. Seybert, Shefley, 
Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
and Winter—62. 


So the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow ; and the House adjourned. 


Wenpnespay, December 28. 


On motion of Mr. Pickens, the Committee 
on Military Affairs were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making a change in the 
organization of the corps of vy and engi- 
neers, which may allow the officers thereof to be 
placed on a more favorable footing in regard to 
promotion. 

Ono motion of Mr. Kitsovrn, 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the 
Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Business, 
made to this House on the 8th ultimo, and now 
lying upon the table, as relates tothe “bill for 
the more effectual defence of the Northwest- 
ern frontier,” be referred to a select committee, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Kivsourn, Mr. McKes, Mr. Curuzeat, 
Mr. Henverson, Mr. Witcox, Mr. Kennepy, 
and Mr. Parker, were appointed the committee. 

The bill from the Senate, “for the relief of 
John C. Hurlburt, of Chatham, in the State of 
Connecticut,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, from the 
Committee of Claims, made a report on the peti- 
tion of Benjamin Wells, and others. The case 
of these persons is that of persons who suffered 
injury in their property and persons in the year 
1794, and who pray remuneration therefor. The 
report was accompanied by a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, recommending the 
authorizing of legal provision for the adjustment 
of their accounts. The report having been read— 

Mr. Yancey, of North Carolina, reported a bill 
for the relief of Benjamin Wells and others ; 
which was twice read, and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States of America, was an- 
nounced for its third reading. 

Mr. Gaston, of North Carolina, moved to 
recommit the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means with instructions to report an amend- 
ment thereto, authorizing the twenty millions of 
dollars (therein directed to be paid in gold or sil- 
ver coin, or in public stock created since the de- 
claration of war) to be paid in gold or silver coin, 
or in any public debt contracted or to be contract- 
ed, which shall at the time of subscription bear 
an accruing interest of six per cent. 

On suggestion of Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, Mr. 
Gaston included in his motion the following 
further instruction to the committee: “And that 
‘ the said committee be also instructed to extend 
‘the time for opening subscriptions at New Or- 
‘leans, Nashville, Lexington, and Chilicothe, 
‘(the time fixed in the bill being the third Mon- 
‘day in January)—and to strike out so much of 
‘the 18th fundamental rule as directs that all 
‘ specie payments during the present war shall be 
* made at Philadelphia.’ 

The motion for the recommitment gave rise 
to a long and animated debate, in which Messrs. 
Gaston, Oaxtey, Saerrey, Snarp, McKez, 
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Kine of Massachusetts, and Pickertne, support- 
ed the motion; and Messrs. Incuam, Hopkins, 
Fisx of Vermont, and Forsyru, opposed it. 

The debate turned principally on the question 
of the expediency of restricting the privilege of 
subscription to the bank to such stock of the 
United States, now in existence, as has been cre- 
ated since the war, and excluding all stock pre- 
viously existing, and which may be hereafter 
created. Interwoven with this discussion, were 
some remarks on both sides, on the general ques- 
tion of establishing such a bank as that proposed 
by the bill, and particularly on the celerity with 
which the minority alleged it had been pushed 
through the House. 

The recommitment was also advocated by 
one or two gentlemen friendly to the principle of 
the bill, on other grounds than that above stated ; 
the principal of which was, a desire to extend the 
time for opening the subscriptions at distant 
places, for which it was argued that much too 
short a time was now allowed by the bill. 

The question, on recommitment of the bill, 
was decided by yeas and nays—for recommit- 
ment 79, against it 76, as follows: 

Yzeas—Messrs. Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Desha, 
Ely, Evans, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Glasgow, Gour- 
din, Hale, Harris, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hul- 
bert, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent 
of New York, Law, Lovett, Macon, Markell, McKee, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles, Schureman, Sharp, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, 
Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jer- 
sey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barnett, Bines, Bradley, Brown Butler, 
Caldwell, Chappel, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Con- 
ard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles, Duvall, Earle, Findley, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gholson, Griffin, Hasbrouck, Hawkins, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McLean, Moore, Murfree, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Skinner, Smith of Penn- 
ig Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, 

elfair, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey. 





Tuurspay, December 29. 


Mr. Seyzerr presented a petition of the repre- 
sentatives of the religious society of friends 
(Quakers) in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Dela- 
ware, and parts adjacent, praying that members 
of their society may be exempt from military duty, 
and that the National Legislature will consent, 


by a solemn act, to the rights of conscience.— 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to provide 
additional revenues for a the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, manufactured within the United States,” 
with amendments. The Senate have also passed 
a bill “to provide for leasing certain lands re- 
served for the support of schools in the Missis- 
sippi Territory ;” in which amendments and bill 
they ask the concurrence of this House. The 
Senate have also resolved that a committee of 
three members be appointed, who, jointly with 
such committee as the House of Representatives 
may appoint, shall bea committee to inquire into 
the expenses of stationery, printing, and binding, 
for both Houses of Congress, and into the expe- 
diency of establishing permanent rules for regu- 
lating and conducting the printing and binding, 
and for the supply of stationery for the Senate 
and House of Representatives; and Mr. Daacerrt, 
Mr. Fromentin, and Mr. Morrow, have been ap- 
pointed the committee on the part of the Senate. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Arcuer, of Maryland, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to whom was referred for 
amendment the bill from the Senate to incorpo- 
rate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America, reported three amendments 
thereto, in conformity to the instructions of the 
House. 

The first amendment proposes to substitute the 
second Monday in February for the third Mon- 
day in January, as the day on which the books 
of subscription to the bank shall be opened.— 
Agreed to. 

The second amendment proposes to strike out 
so much of the bill as describes the (war) stock 
which shall be subscribable to the bank, and in 
lieu thereof to insert “ any public debt of the Uni- 
ted States contracted, or to be contracted, which 
at the time of payment shall bear an accruing in- 
terest of six per centum per annum.” 

After a few words from Mr. Gaston and Mr. 
Oak Ley, expressive of a hope that this amend- 
ment would pass, and from Mr. IncHam and Mr. 
Desua to the contrary, the question on this 
amendment was decided without debate—For 
the amendment 72, against it 73, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham, Calhoun, Champion, Cilley, Clark, 
Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Glasgow, Hale, 
Henderson, Howell, Humphreys, Hulbert, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of 
New York, Kent of Maryland, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lovett, Macon, Markell, McKee, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, 
Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, 
Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
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ehusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bradley, Brown, 
Butler, Caldwell, Cannon, Chappell, Clendenin, Com- 
stock, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, 
Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of 
New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Grif- 
fin, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Kerr, 
Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, Mclean, 
Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Troup, 
Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

So the House refused to accept this amend- 
ment. 

The other amendment proposes to strike out 
that part of one of the fundamental rules which 
restricts the payment of the notes in specie tosuch 
as are presented at the principal bank. 

The adoption of this amendment was opposed 
by Mr. Arcuer, Mr. Forsyra, Mr. Incuam, Mr. 

AWKINS, and others, on the ground, generally, 
that the provision would not in fact be effectual, 
because it would be in the power of the bank, 
notwithstanding suck provision, to issue notes 
— at the principal bank ; but, if it would be 

tive, its effect would be injurious in the 
highest degree, inasmuch as it would, in a very 
few days after the bank commenced operation, 
compel it to cease payment in specie, owing to its 
liability to pay it at so many points, and the great 
demand for specie now existing, and likely to 
continue during the war, to the end of which this 
Wao was limited. 
amendment was supported by Mr. Suarp, 
and Mr. Oakey, of New York, and others, on | 
the ground, principally, that it would be infinitely 
better that the notes should bear on their face 
their actual value and place of payment, than 
that they should purport to be payable at places 
< which in fact they would not be payable in 
ie. If made payable at Philadelphia only, 
e persons receiving the paper would know its 
real value, and not under a deceptive aspect of 
being payable at any of the branches, where in 
fact no payment in specie was to be made, &<. 
It was also objected to the bill, as it now stands, 
that it would drain all the specie in the country 
to accumulate it at Philadelphia. 

The question on the amendment resulted by 
yeas and nays—For the amendment 76, against 
it 75, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bay- 
ly, of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 

» Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, 
Calhoun, Champion, Cilley, Clo ton, Cooper, Cox, 
Crawford, Cope Daven avis of Massachu- 

arle, 


setts, Desha, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, 
Glasgow, Hale, Hall, Henderson, Howell, Humphreys, | Y 
H Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, 


Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKee, Miller, Moseley, 
Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
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William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, nae Shefiey, 
Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, 
Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, 
Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wil. 
cox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barnett, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clendenin, Comstock, Conard, Creighton, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, 
Duvall, Evans, Findley, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McLean, 
Montgomery, Muore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Orms- 
by, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, ‘T'an- 
nehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Williams, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

The Speaker decided it in the affirmative by 
his casting vote. 
¢ Mr. Farrow then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out so much as describes the stock to be 
subscribable, and inserting in lieu thereof a pro- 
vision limiting the privilege of subscription in 
the stock of the bank to such pablie debt as shall 
be hereafter contracted. 

On this motion, Mr. 
Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, you have rejected the old revolu- 
tionary war stock, and on every principle of either 
consistency, policy, or honesty, you now ought to 
exclude the present war stock. You state that 
the stock that you have excluded was purchased 
up from the soldiery, who rendered the service at 
the rate of eight or ten dollars for one, and there- 
| fore the present holders have no equitable elaim 
to come into the bank with their stock. The 
speculation on your soldiers was dishonest and 
dishonorable, indeed; and, what rendered it a 
little more infamous than ordinary, it extended 
from your Congress Hall. Yes, sir, some of your 
henorable members of that day were deeply en- 
gaged in it; they had their agents out purchasing 
up the indents, the soldier’s elaim; and, as soon 
as they purchased all that they could get, they 
then voted for the claims to be funded, which 
raised the stock immediately above par. ‘Let us 
now leave this disgraceful transaction, after re- 
minding you that it is a debt that you justly owe. 
And I will further remind you, that some of this 
stock is at this moment in the hands of those who 
fought your battles, and wear the scars of their 
bravery ; some of it is in the hands of the widow, 
whose husband fell in your battle; some of it is 
held by the minor as a legacy from the ancestor. 
Those are the persons, among others, that you 
have shut the door of your bank against; with 
their demands, they cannot purchase the stock of 
our ban 

If you will now indulge me, I will examine 
what equitable claim those creditors have for 
whom alone you are about to establish this great 
institution. I believe them to be honest and hon- 
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orablemen. They have acted so with you. You 
wanted their money; they had a right to make 
the best bargain that they could obtain. They 
offered you eighty dollars for a hundred dollars 
of your stock; you took it. You stated to them 
the terms of payment, and the security that you 
would give them; they accepted of it. They 
have acted faithful (to themselves) over a few; 
you are now about to give them a bank, which 
will make them rulers over many. With this 
bank, I fear they will be able to govern the nation 
in their own way. Those creditors are entitled 
to strict justice from you, and nothing more. The 
true policy would be to reject this class of credi- 
tors as you have the other class who holds the 
old war stock, and only admit the stock of such 
debts as will accrue on subsequent loans. By this 
course, you can make your loans on better terms; 
you can obtain money at six per cent. In this 
way the advantage of the bank will be to the 
Government, in place of going to a few individ- 
uals who you are under no obligations to but to 
comply with the contract as made between you. 
I do insist that you ought to put all of your cred- 
itors on the same footing; either admit them all 
to come in, or keep them all out. I call on every 
honorable member, individually, to think for him- 
self on the subject of this amendment. A man 
making himself acquainted with facts, and delib- 
erately making up an opinion, will nine times out 
of ten determive on correct principles; but when 
he throws himself, soul and body, upon a party, 
he will nine times out of ten decide wrong, for it 
is but seldom that correct rae will answer 
party purposes. I do not know that the source 


from whence this plan came has been actuated 


from any but pure motives. I do not know who 
those stockholders are, nor where they are; but 
this I do know, that a more profitable project 
could not be planned, either by themselves or any 
other person in their favor, than what the bill on 
your table contemplates. 

The priociples of eee am not acquainted 
with ; and I find that this Hall is not a place to 
acquire any knowledge on the subject, for those 
who understand it best differ the most. I am in 
favor of a National Bank either ina time of peace 
or war. And if the bill before you cannot be al- 
tered for the better, Mr. Speaker, I am still not 
certain but what I will vote for it. I am not 
afraid that it will be altered for the worse. If I 
do vote for the bill in its present shape, I shall do 
so under the influence of a hope that it is possible 
it will afford some little relief to the Government. 
If you adopt the amendment that I have proposed, 
it will not then be such a bill as I would wish to 
see pass. I want the capital reduced ; the specie 
capital raised ; the sum to be loaned to the Gov- 
eroment reduced ; and that the bank should be 
compelled to pay specie for their bills whenever 
demanded. 1 want such a bank as will wear, at 
least, the complexion of a commercial bank on 
banking principles. 

Mr. Incuam and Mr. Forsytx opposed and 
Mr. Gastron and Mr. Oakey supported the mo- 
tion. 
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Mr. Porter, of Rhode Island, said he wished 


the motion to prevail, which would give the ben- 
efit of the bank to the nation, instead of a few 
individuals. He said, if this was a question of 
ordinary legislation, that could be modified or 
repealed whenever it should be thought expedient 
by a future Congress, he would have been satis- 
fied with giving a silgnt vote, that its friends 
might find out, from experience, what its op 
sers had predicted. But when he considered if 
this charter, in its present form, was granted, that 
it was out of the reach of the Legislature for 
twenty years, and was granting an exclusive 
right to a particular description of creditors, to 
make paper money for the same time, almost 
without restraint in amount, and entirely with- 
out responsibility, he could not let it pass with- 
out entering his protest against it. 

He said he would not vote for such a charter, 
under any Administration, at any time, or under 
any circumstances; but if this must be granted, 
he wished the capital, as far as it was to consist 
of paper, to be made of new stock and Treasury 
notes, which would be of some benefit to the na- 
tion. He said much time had been consumed, 
the preceding as well as on the present day, in 
discussing and comparing the merits and tender 
mercies of the speculators, who purchased up the 
debt of the Revolution, with those who hold the 
present war stock. He said he believed, if one 
description of them had succeeded better than 
the other in their speculations, it was more owing 
to their skill and opportunity than to any other 
cause ; their disposition to make the most of their 
money was the same. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ine- 
HAM,) being himself in favor of war-stock, thinks 
it strange that any other person should wish to 
include all the present and future stock, putting 
all the present creditors upon a par, and giving 
the nation the advantage in the sale of future 
stock, and says that the minority discouraged the 
loans for the purposes of the war, and predicted 
the fate of those who should loan their money to 
the Government for that purpose, and now wished 
to see their predictions verified. This, he said, 
was the reason of its depreciation. 

Mr. P. said it was very easy to make those 
general charges against a party, even when they 
were without foundation; but, he said, it was 
not in the power of a minority to injure the credit 
of the Government, if they did their duty in ful- 
filling their engagements; but this they had not 
done. They had not provided ways and means 
to meet the exigencies of the Government; they 
had not collected from the people, in direct and 
internal taxes, since the war, but about five mil- 
lions of dollars. Having neglected to provide 
ways and means to pay the interest, the principal 
must depreciate. Their political friends in New 
York and Pennsylvania had been the first to in- 
jure, and eventually to destroy the credit of bank 
paper; their friends in Boston the first to refuse 
to pay the draft of the Government with funds 
in their hands. ; 

At the commencement of the war, public stoek 
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was at par, and the interest punctually paid ; bank 
po was in good credit generally until the col- 
ector of the port of New York, maliciously and 
without any justifiable cause, seized and stopped 
a large sum of money belonging to the banks in 
Boston, under pretence that it was about to be 
sent out of the country to the enemy, when he 
must have known better, as bills could have then 
been bought in New York for twenty per cent. 
discount; but as he was in office, and, as he un- 
derstood, a director of the bank from whence 
some of this money was taken, he must exercise 
his power to discourage similar applications. 
This was the first check to the credit of bank 
paper. The next shock it received was in Penn- 
sylvania, which eventually compelled the banks 
in that State and New York to stop payment. 
The Government of the United States being in 
great want of eer to help to prosecute this 
war, the banks in Philadelphia were induced to 
loan them large sums in their bills, which were 
ut in general circulation. The Legislature of 
Gas vania knowing the situation of those 
banks, and professing great friendship for the 
present Administration, after having sent in the 
annual pledges of life, fortune, and honor, to aid 
them in the prosecution of the war, granted forty 
bank charters, interesting a great portion of her 
citizens, in every part of the State, in them, who 
set about collecting the bills of those banks who 
had loaned their money to the Government, in 
order to get specie for the vaults of the new 
banks, in such sums that they were unable to 
meet all their bills, and immediately stopped pay- 
ment. In thissituation the directors of the aie 
had a meeting, and being desirous of being on 
good terms at the Treasury of the United States, 
and not willing to offend the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, on whom they depended for the renewal 
of their charters, instead of acknowledging that 
they had been imprudent in loaning so much of 
their money, or charging their misfortunes to the 
State, for granting so many bank charters at such 
a time, and being desirous of assigning some 
plausible reason to the public for the course they 
were about to pursue, in refusing to pay specie 
for their bills—in this situation, prevailed upon 
themselves to believe it to be patriotic to stop 
payment, pretending that the money was going 
out of the country, and stopped accordingly. 
Mr. P. said he would next call their attention 
to their pretended friends in Boston. At this 
place, the Government owed about two hundred 
thousand dollars, for interest on its debt, and, 
in order to pay it, had placed in the State Bank 
in Boston, (owned and managed exclusively by 
the friends of Administration,) about six hundred 
thousand dollars, which the bank had received as 
a general deposite. The bank refused to pay, and 
the Government draft was dishonored, under a 
pretence that the deposite consisted of Treasury 
notes, and that, at some future day, the Govern- 
ment would owe them. If they had taken those 
notes in special deposite, they would have been 
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benefitted by the interest, they could have no ex- 
cuse for not paying the money, the more espe- 
cially, as he had been credibly informed that the 
banks in Boston, in order to sustain the credit of 
the Government, and bank paper generally, and 
to enable this bank to fulfil its engagements, 
offered to loan them four hundred thousand do}- 
lars, which was refused. From this bank, he 
said, the Government had a right to expect better 
things, as he had frequently heard it observed, 
that, in case of war, the Government might rea- 
sonably expect a loan from its president alone of 
two millions of dollars, to aid them in the prose. 
cution of the present war. 

Mr. P. said he could trace the same system of 
depreciating the credit of the Government to the 
Treasury Department, in this city, in respect to 
Treasury notes. He said, while we had been en- 
deavoring to hire money, making great sacrifices 
to pay those notes, he had understood they could 
not be received in taxes, unless the individual, 
paying his tax, had a note of about the same sum; 
that he could not pay his neighbor’s taxes and 
his own to the amount of his note, and there were 
none issued in less sums than twenty dollars. 

Mr. P. said he was aware thet it would be said 
of the minority, on this question, as it had been 
on many others, that they opposed everything, 
either in principle or detail. Be it so. They 
never were consulted on any subject; they had 
no Opportunity to originate any measure; nor 
had they even a choice of evils; and whenever 
any project of the majority failed, and did not 
answer their expectations, its failure is generally 
charged to the minority. He said he would ask 
the majority to review their own conduct, going 
no further back than the commencement of the 
last session, and see if they had any reason to 
believe that we should be in any better condition 
respecting our finances than we are. We were 
then together about five months. Knowing the 
nakedness of the Treasury, and the exposed and 
defenceless situation of the country, and that we 
were contracting immense debts, and that our 
expenses were enormous; knowing all this, they 
did not devise ways and means, by taxes, to get 
money to pay their own expenses; and, after talk- 
ing about a land and whiskey tax, separated with- 
out laying either, satisfying themselves with the 
repeal of the non-importation law, thus humbiing 
ourselves to Great Britain in the face of the 
world, by giving up a system that had done us 
much injury, (put on to coerce them,) for the 
purpose of getting their goods into this country ; 
not because we wanted them, but because we 
wanted to derive a revenue from them in an in- 
direct way, rather than disturb the people with 
taxes—thus giving the English an opportunity to 
fill our country with their merchandise, to the 
relief of their manufactories and to the destruc- 
tion of our own, while they drew the specie out 
of the country in payment for them; and this we 
did merely for the privilege of collecting a duty 
upon them from our own people. But the Eng- 


accountable for those notes only; but as they had | lish, seeing our situation, and seeing that this 
given credit for them generally, and had been! was a revenue more than a commercial project, 
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they immediately extended their blockade, and 

turned our favorite system of coercion upon our- 

selves, by way of chastisement, having it in her 
wer to let vessels under neutral flags pass in 

and out of such ports as she pleases. 

Mr. P. said that the great and weighty matters 
that induced the President to call Congress to 
meet at an earlier day than that to which they 
stood adjourned, was nothing more than to pro- 
vide against the defalcation in the revenue ex- 

ted in consequence of the repeal of the non- 
importation law. He said he supposed Congress, 
having seen where they had neglected to pro- 
vide ways and means, to meet the exigencies of 
the country, the last session, would have pro- 
ceeded imnmediately to have laid a land and whis- 
key tax as high as was prudent, and to have ex- 
tended the stamp tax as far as was practicable, 
without taxing all the manufactories in the Uni- 
ted States, and every article used by the poor. 
This, he said, would have done much to revive 
public credit. Mr. P. said, if they had then is- 
sued Treasury notes, in small sums, bearing an 
interest of six per cent., with the privilege of 
funding them at eight per cent. in sums of five 
hundred doliars, and made them receivable for 
all taxes and debts due to the Government; if 
the friends of the Administration and the war, 
who are by far more numerous and wealthy than 
the people of the United States who achieved the 
independence of this country, had returned home, 
and instead of finding fault, and laying all the 
misfortunes of the country, occasioned by their 
own mismanagement, to the minority, (who have 
no power to do anything, and are never noticed 
but to be reviled, and never called upon but to 
suffer or to pay their money,) and if they had 
shown them faith by their works, and taken up 
those notes to the amount of four or five per cent. 
on their capital, and funded them, it would have 
shown to the people generally, that they had con- 
fidence in one another, and in the Government. 
Thereby they would have induced others to have 
done the same thing. Many people of the United 
States, who would be able and willing to take up 
these notes to the amount of many thousand dol- 
lars and fund them, were not able to loan twenty- 
five thousand dollars, the least sum that could be 
subscribed to the loan, and who would not be 
concerned with speculators to make up that sum. 
Thus the demand for those notes, for funding and 
for paying debts and taxes, would have been very 
reat, and would have created a general demand 
or them. ‘These notes would then have relieved 
the Government, and answered a tolerable pur- 
pose as a currency, at any rate much better than 
the bills of the contemplated bank. 

Mr. P. said this course would have been very 
simple and easy ; would have answered a good 
purpose for the Government and people, and 
would neither injure other institutions, nor fur- 
nish an object for speculation. 

Mr. P. said that this amendment brought u 
the question fairly between the present war stoc 
and future stock, and Treasury notes. He said 
he thought that new stock and Treasury notes 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Bank: of the United States. — 


1006 
HL oF R. 


would make much the best stock for a bank, the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury to the. 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. P. said, if this bank was to be made for 
the exclusive benefit of speculators in war stock, 
it ought to remain as it was; but if it was for 
the benefit of the nation, the amendment ought 
to prevail. He said, it would seem from the let- 
ter of the Secretary of the Treasury to éhe chair- 
man of a committee, to whom the business was 
referred, that he is in favor of a war stock exclu-, 
sively ; but, when he attempts to assign his rea- 
sons for his judgment, it would seem that he had 
mistaken his side. Upon being asked if Treasury 
notes, to a considerable amount, could be got into 
circulation, his answer is in the negative, and he- 
assigns for reason, that they will be bought up at 
the offices, and, by that means, prevented from: 
going into circulation. Admit it to be so, if the 
Government gets the money for them, it serves. 
to establish their credit, and if they are absorbed 
in the stock of this bank, it creates a demand for 
more of them, that will get into circulation in 
aid of the Government. 

But, Mr. P. said, that a war-stock bank that 
could issue as much paper almost as they pleased, 
without being under any obligations to pay their 
bills, seemed to be a sine qua non with the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. Mr. P. said, whenever 
he thought of this bank, the names of certain 
speculators came into his mind at the same time, 
and when he asked why this bank was made ex- 
clusively for their benefit, without consulting the 
interest of the nation, or other stockholders, he 
was told that those who had loaned theit money 
to Government to prosecute this war, were pa- 
triots, and ought to be preferred to other credit- 
ors. He said he should be glad to know what 
further claim those — have upon the Gov- 
ernment whose credit they had depressed and 
taken advantage of. They took from usa war 
premium fora war risk. We owe them nothing; 
we never promised thema bank. They would 
not have returned any part of their exorbitant 
premium if the war had ceased. 

In England, Mr. P. said, a public creditor does 
all he can to keep up the credit of the nation and 
its stocks, and, in doing this, he keeps up the value 
of his own stocks; but, in this country, it seems 
to be quite the reverse; it seems that our stock- 
jobbers and patriots, after making the best terms 
they could with our Treasury Department, in- 
duced them to agree, if they should be in greater 
distress, before they should procure all the money 
they wanted to hire, and any other person should 
take a greater advantage of them than they had, 
that they should make them an allowance to 
make up the difference, by which means those 
who first loaned their money, instead of having 
an interest in supporting the credit of the stocks, 
had an interest in depressing them. And he said 
he had understood that some of them had begun 
so soon to depreciate the price of stock in the 
market, to compel the Government to hire on less 
advantageous terms, and had done it so effectually, 
that they were unable to fulfil their own contracts. 
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Mr. P. said, he was opposed to this bank in its 
present form, because the Government lends its 
aid to induce the people to take its bills, without 
becoming themselves responsible for them, or 
without nee any provision in the charter, to 
compel the bank to pay either principal or inter- 
est, or even to compel them to assign over the 
stock of the bank, if they would take it, on which 
they are receiving an interest from the Govern- 
ment, and because its capital is to be made of 
depreciated stock, and, he feared, managed by 
men in desperate circumstances and depreciated 
credit, who will have all the benefit of the bank, 
and the nation derives no advantages eventually 
from it. He said the people would be taxed to 

y six per cent. interest for all the bills of this 
tank that the Government may hire of them, 
and when they shall have received them, having 
sold their property or rendered services for them, 
they can get neither principal nor interest, they 
therefore loan six per cent. more by holding 
them, besides the depreciation of them in their 
hands. 

Mr. P. said, as soon as there should be paid into 
this bank about twelve millions of war stuck, and 
something over one million of specie, it was to 
go into operation, and was obligated to loan to 
the Government thirty millions in its bills. He 
said such an amount of paper, of such a bank, 
put into circulation, if it should be possible, in 
addition to the present depreciated stock-bank 
paper, would effectually destroy the credit of the 
whole om system, and stop its circulation. 

Mr. P. said, it would appear from what had 
been said by the friends of this bill, that almost 
everything was to be expected from it; that it 
was to be a remedy for all the difficulties under 
which we labor; that it would infuse new life 
and vigor into the body politic. Its bills would 
answer asa circulating medium, revive the pub- 
lic credit, relieve the Government from its pres- 
ent embarrassments, and support the credit of 
bank paper generally. He said if he might be 
permitted to compare small things with great, 
when the reasons were the same, he should as 
soon expect a merchant who owned a large 
quantity of flour at Alexandria, that he could 
hardly sell at any price, owing to the quantity in 
market beyond the demand for it, to go to Balti- 
more and buy a quantity in the same situation, 
and take it to Alexandria in order to raise the 
price, and create a demand for that already there, 
as to attempt to raise the credit, and create a de- 
mand for bank paper already depreciated by the 
quantity in circulation, by increasing the quantity 
tenfold, and of an inferior quality. 

Mr. P. said he was opposed to this bank, be- 
cause a better substitute may be furnished for a 
circulating medium in Treasury notes, more hon- 
orable to the Government, and more safe to this 
people, as there was no person, he believed, but 
what would rather have a Treasury note on in- 
terest, having the faith of the Government pledged 
with the taxes, all the real and personal property 
of the United States for their payment, than the 
bills of such a bank, having no foundation.— 
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Without the aid of Government in making them 
receivable for debts and taxes due them, the 
would, he believed, hardly pass for enough to pay 
for their printing. 

Mr. P. said he had heard much about the credit 
of bank paper, and it would seem that many 
thought there was a kind of magic in it; but he 
said that as soon as some of the banks refused to 
pay specie for their bills, and it was known that 
they were not the honest representatives of spe. 
cie, they soon lost all their charms. And that 
they were now distrusted and suspected by all 
classes, no person could deny; until the refusal 
of those banks they had a general credit, and the 
public had confidence in them, and it was for the 
interest of all banks and all persons interested in 
them to keep up the eredit of bank paper, unti! 
by the imprudence of some of them all became 
suspected, many lost their credit, and some nearly 
ruined. 

Mr. P. said much had been said about the bank 
capital in this country, it was now said we had 
one hundred millions, and he supposed as soon as 
this charter should be granted, we should have 
fifty millions more, when no person he believed 
would pretend that we had more than fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars in specie in the United States. 
Mr. P. said this nominal bank capital consisted 
of stockholders’ notes, many of whom have al ways 
owed the bank the amount of their stock, and some 
of them much more, and that part actually paid 
in by those who had money, and had no use for 
it, has been loaned out by the bank; so that all 
this capital, at this time, consists of debts due to 
the bank from stockholders who never calculated 
to pay, and from others who have as much as 
they can do to pay the interest of their debts and 
their taxes. The Government, therefore, cannot 
derive much aid trom this kind of capital. 

Mr. P. said it was now very clearly ascertained, 
that our wealth and strength, for the purposes of 
offensive war, had been very much overrated by 
both parties. It was said by those in power, if we 
were unanimous in our measures, it would have 
a very great effect in putting an end to the war. 
This, he said, would appear well on paper, but it 
would not add a dollar to the wealth of the na- 
tion. It is frequently said by some of the minor- 
ity, that we would do much better if we had a 
mixed instead of a party Administration. This, 
Mr. P. said would only increase our difficulties. 
The Administration ought not to admit.a person 
in the Opposition into the Cabinet, and such a per- 
son ought not to accept an appointment, if he had 
the offer of it. Many suppose if we had anentire 
change of Administration, and had a national, 
instead of a party war, all would soon be well. 
Mr. P., said that sach an Administration he be- 
lieved could do much to get the nation out of this 
war, by making a speedy and honorable peace. 
As they had no hand in making the war, they 
would not have to justify ail the measures that 
led to it ; but as to prosecuting the war in the 
present situation of the country, he believed they 
would do very little better than the present Ad- 
ministration. They would not make men or 
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; the fault had been in going to war unpre- 
eden our revenue had been destroyed, and 
the spirit of the nation broken down, without 
taking early means to supply the Treasury and 
support the credit of the nation, which was now 
too far gone to be revived, by the paper of such a 
bank as the one proposed. 

Mr. P. said, as the House were very anxious to 
decide this question, and the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mt. Hopkins) had said the subject 
was perfectly well understood—as he knew but 
litle about it himself, he should give them no 
further trouble, although, he said, he considered 
it a question of very great importance, as when 
this charter was granted, it would be granting an 
exclusive privilege to a few people, for twenty 
years. He therefore thought it a question that 
ought to be maturely considered and well under- 
stood. If then we have doubts as to the expedi- 
ency of the measure, and of its answering the ex- 

ted purpose in relieving the Government from 
its present embarrassments, he thought we ought 
to pause before we passit. He said if the war lasted 
it would ruin many, who might take its bills, and 
if we had peace soon such a bank with such a capi- 
tal, would be a dangerous political machine. Its 
stockholders and its debtors would make a nume- 
rous and powerful combination with those who 
may ‘wish favors. He said, he believed, that such 
a bank, even in time of peace, when it would be 
in the hands of the real moneyed men of the na- 
tion, would have much influence in making Pre- 
sidents, in supporting armies, and in controlliag 
the future political estinies of this country. 

He said it ought to be with a nation, as with 
an individual, who was surrounded with difficu!- 
ties on all sides; when about to make a great ef- 
fort to extricate himself (the failure of which 
would be likely to involve him in great diffien|- 
ties, and perhaps ruin) he ought to be certain as 
to the correctness of the course he was about to 
pursue, that the object in view was attainable, 
with the means he was about to employ, and that, 
if successful, it would afford him the expected re- 
lief. If not, he ought to reflect, to pause, and to 
wait events. 


The question on Mr. Farrow’s motion was 
decided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 89, as 
follows : 


Yuas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, 
Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, Daven- 

t, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, 
Geddes, Hale, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, Jackson 
of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Kent of New 
York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Macon, 
Markell, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Stur- 
ges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 

chusetts, and Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bradley, Brown, 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Bank of the United States. 


} 


iF 


1010 
H. or R. 


Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clen- 
denin, Comstock, Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Duvall, Earle, 
Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
orney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, 
McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, New- 
ton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Tayler, 
Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wil- 
liams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


Mr. Pirin, of Connecticut, then proposed a 
further amendment to the bill, viz: to strike out 
the word “ fifty,” so as to leave the amount of the 
capital blank. 

The previous question having been thereupon 
demanded by Mr. Harris, of Tennessee, and 
supported by a sufficient number, viz: 75 for it, 
67 against it— 

Mr. Wesster, of New Hampshire, moved to 
lay the bill on the table; which motion was neg- 
atived, by yeas and nays—For the motion 56, 
against it 93, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Ca- 
perton, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Cul- 
peper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Gas- 
ton, Geddes, Hale, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King of 
Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Markell, Miller, Moseley, 
Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Stur- 
ges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Web- 
ster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bradley, Brown, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clen- 
denin, Comstock, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, 
Duvall, Earle, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Ir- 
win, Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, 
McLean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, 
Parker, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Vir- 
ginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


Another motion was then made to adjourn, 
and negatived. 

The previous question was then put in the 
usual furm—“ Shall the main question be now 
put?” and decided in the affirmative—For put- 











ting the main question 83, against it 63, as fol- 
lows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Co- 
nard, Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Evans, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, For- 
ney, ee Franklin, Gholson, Glasgow, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawkins, Hopkins 
of Kentucky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Ir- 
win, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, 
McCoy, McLean, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith 
of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Narys—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Calhoun, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, Ely, Far- 
row, Gaston, Geddes, Hale, Hawes, Henderson, How- 
ell, Humphreys, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of 
Virginia, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Markell, McKee, Mil- 
ler, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pot- 
ter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson 
of Massachusetts, and Winter. 


The question on ordering the bill to a third 


reading was then decided in the affirmative with- | 


out a division. 

On the question when the bill should be read 
a third time, to-morrow and to day were named. 
The question being taken on to-morrow, there 
were for to-morrow 57, against it 76. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time to-day. 

A motion was then made to adjourn, and neg- 
atived by a vote of 75 to 60. 

The bill was then announced for a third read- 


ing. 

Mr. Bice.ow raised a question of order, whe- 
ther it was proper to read the bill a third time 
before the other orders of the day were disposed 
of. The Speaker having decided that bills on 
their third readings had preference in the order of 
the day, Mr. B. appealed from the decision of the 
Speaker, (Mr. Macon,) which was affirmed by 
the House. 

Mr. Wesster, of New Hampshire, moved to 
recommit the bill with certain instructions, sub- 
stantially as follows: 


1. To reduce the capital to twenty-five millions of 
dollars, with liberty to the Government to subscribe 
five millions additional at any future time. 

2. To strike out the provision allowing the bank to 
cease specie payment. 

3. To strike out so much of the bill as makes it 
obligatory on the bank to lend money to the Govern- 
ment. 

4. To introduce a provision, that if the bank shall 
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not commence operations within —— months after 
the passage of the act, the charter shall be forfeited, 

5. To allow an interest of —— per cent. per an. 
num on any note, payment of which shall have been 
demanded of the bank, and refused. 

6. To provide that cf the twenty-five millions, five 
shall be payable in specie, and twenty in any United 
States six per cent. stock, or in Treasury notes. 

7, To strike out that provision which restrains the 
bank from selling its stock. ® 


Mr. W. supported his motion by a number of 
remarks, the general purport of which was, that 
he had resorted to this method to show to the 
world what sort of a bank he and his friends 
were willing to support. 

Mr. Gaston followed in a short speech of 
much vehemence in favor of this motion, and 
with the zeal he has uniformly exhibited on this 
subject in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Wituiam Reep, of Massachusetts, next 
took the floor in decided opposition to this bill, 
of which he expressed the utmost abhorrence, 
and the greatest dread of. its effects. 

After the rejection of several motions to ad- 
journo— 

Mr. BigELow made a speech on the same side 
of the question as the two gentlemen who had 
preceded him in debate. 

Before Mr. B. finished his speech, however, a 
motion to adjourn prevailed; and the House ad- 
journed at 7 o’clock in the evening. 





Frivay, December 30. 


On motion of Mr. Hatt, 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was 
referred the letter from the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General, be directed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of providing, by law, for settling the claims 
of persons to public lands in the Mississippi 
Territory, derived from the purchase of certain 
companies under an act, or pretended act, of 
the State of Georgia, passed on the 7th day of 
January, 1795, whose claims have not been re- 
corded in the office of the Department of State, 
agreeably to the provisions of the eighth section 
of an act of Congress, passed on the 3d day of 
March, 1803. 

The following resolution was submitted by 
Mr. Jenninas, and was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the Executive au- 
thorities of the several States and Territories of the 
United States, respectively, by law, to apprehend, se- 
cure, and deliver to the Governor, for the time being, 
of any Territory of the United States, or his agent, 
any fugitive or fugitives from justice, upon demand 
being made of the Executive authority of any such 
State or Territory, to which such fugitive or fugitives 
shall have fled, and upon producing an indictment 
found, or an affidavit made before a competent officer, 
charging the person so demanded with having com- 
mitted treason, felony, or other crime, within the ju- 
risdiction of the said Territory, from which he so fled, 
with leave tu report by bill or otherwise. 
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' pill to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of 
the United States of America; and the motion 

to recommit the bill with instructions being again | a jcint committee to inquire into the propriety of 
stated, the bill was, on motion of Mr. PLeasanrs, | adopting fixed rules for conducting in future the 
ordered to lie on the table. | printing, stationery, and binding, for both Houses 


» New York, that the House do again proceed to 
' the consideration of the bank bill ; which motion 
| was decided in the affirmative by the following 
' yote: For the motion 81, against it 70. 


from the committee of the Senate appointed to 


_ make arrangements for the burial of Mr. Brent 
| announcing their determination to attend the BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


- funeral at 12 o’clock to-morrow; which letter | 
_ having been read— | bill from the Senate to incorporate the subscri- 


attend the funeral of Ricaarp Brent, Esq., late 


of the Senate. 


| Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
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able to the utility and practicability of the inven- 
tion ; and was referred to a select committee. 
The resolution from the Senate for appointing 


The House resumed the consideration of the 





A message was received from the Senate an- | of Congress, was taken up, read three times and 


: nouncing the death of Ricnarp Brent, a Sena- | concurred in. 
' tor of the United States from Virginia. | 


The bill from the Senate authorizing the leas- 
ing of public lands, reserved for the use of schools, 
was twice read, and ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow. 
| The amendments of the Senate to the bill lay- 
ing duties on certain manufactures, were taken 
Mr. PickerInc commenced a speech in favor | up. [The changes of duties proposed by the 


A motion was then made by Mr. Fisk, of 





' of recommitment, and in opposition to the bill; | Senate in this bill, are principally to strike out 
| when, on motion of Mr. Pieasanrs, the bill was pig iron and spermaceti candles, and to add um- 
' again ordered to lie on the table. 


| rellas. There are other amendments to the de- 
The Speaker laid before the House a letter | se - bill.) eae were referred 
to the Committee o ays an eans. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 


On motion of Mr. Peasants, bers to the Bank of the United States of America. 
Resolved, unanimously, That the House will | Mr. WessTer’s motion to recommit the bill being 
still under consideration. 
amember of the Senate of the United States. Mr. Wesster, of New Hampshire, spoke as 
Resolved, unanimously, That this House will | follows: 
wear mourning on the left arm for the space of} Mr. Speaker, however the House may dispose of 
one month, in testimony of their respect for the | themotion beforeit, I donot regret that it has been 





memory of the deceased. made. One object intended by it at least, is ac- 
The House then immediately adjourned. |complished. It presents a choice to the House, 
| and it shows, that the opposition which exists to 
Sarumnat. December 31 ithe billin its present shape, is not an undistin- 
; : 


guishing hostility to whatever may be proposed 
as a National Bank, but a hostility to an institu- 
tion of such a useless and dangerous nature, as it 
is believed the existing provisions of the bill would 
| establish. 
| If the bill should be recommitted and amended 
according to the instructions which I have moved, 
its principles will be materially changed. The 
capital of the proposed bank will be reduced from 
fifty to thirty millions; and composed of specie 
and stocks, in nearly the same proportion as the 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage, and | capital of the former Bank of the United States. 
on gold and silver watches,” with amendments; | The obligation to lend thirty millions of dollars 
in which they ask the concurrence of this House. | Government, an obligation which cannot be 


No business was transacted in the House this 
day, in consequence of the funeral of Mr. Brent, 





Monpay, January 2, 1815. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 


by laying duties on household furniture, on horses 


Mr. McKes, of Kentucky, from the Commit- | performed without committing an act of bank- 
tee of Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief | ruptcy, will bestruck out. The power to suspend 
of the inhabitants of the late county of New Ma- | the payment of its notes and bills will be abolish- 
drid, in the Missouri Territory, who have suffered | ed, and the prompt and faithful execution of its 
by earthquakes; which was twice read and com- | contract secured, as far as, from the nature of 
mitted. things, it can be secured. The restriction on the 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, laid before the | sale of its stocks will be removed, and, as it is a 
House, on behalf of the committee of investigation, | monopoly, provision will be made, that if it should 
a letter from the late Secretary of the Treasury, | not commence its operations in reasonable time, 
on subjects connected with the capture of Wash- | the grant shall be forfeited. Thus amended, the 
— by the enemy in August last; which was | bill would establish an institution, not unlike the 
ordered to be printed. late Bank of the United States, in any particular 

The Speaker laid before the House a report | which I deem material, excepting only the in- 
from the acting Secretary of the Navy, on the | creased amount of the capital. : 
memorial of Uriah Brown, respecting his inven- To a bank of this nature, I should at any time 
tion for projecting liquid fire as a means of mili- | be willing to give my support, not as a measure 


tary or naval annoyance. The report is favor- | of temporary policy, or an expedient to find means 
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of relief from the present poverty of the Treasury ; 
but as an institution of permanent interest and 
importance, useful to the Government and coun- 
try at all times, and most useful in times of com- 
merce and prosperity. 

I am sure, sir, that the advantages which would 
at present result from any bank, are greatly over- 
rated. To look toa bank, as a source capable 
not only of affording a circulating medium to the 
country but also of supplying the ways and means 
of carrying on the war, especially at a time when 
the country is without commerce, is to expect 
much more than will ever be obtained. Such 
high wrought hopes can end only in disappoint- 
ment. The means of supporting an expensive 
War are not of quite so easy acquisition. Banks 
are notrevenues. They cannot supply its place. 
They may afford facilities to its collection and 
distribution. They may furnish, with conve- 
nience, temporary loans to Government, in anti- 
cipation of its taxes, and render important assis- 
tance in divers ways to the general operations of 
finance. They are useful to the State, in their 
proper place and sphere; but they are not the 
sources of national income. 

The fountains of revenue must be sunk deeper. 
The credit and circulation of bank paper are the 
effects, rather than the cause, of a profitable com- 
merce and a well ordered system of finance. They 
are the proofs of national wealth and prosperity, 
not the foundations of them. Whoever shall at- 
tempt to restore the fallen credit of this country 
by the creating of new banks, merely that they 
may create new paper, and that Government may 
have a chance of borrowing, where it has not bor- 
rowed before, will find himself miserably deceiv- 
ed. It is under the influence:of no such vain 
hopes, that I yield my assent to the establishment 
of a bank on safe and proper principles. The 
principal good I expect ion it is rather future 
than present. I do not see, indeed, that it is likely 
to produce evil at any time. In times to come it 
will, I hope, be useful. 

If it were only to be harmless, there would be 
sufficient reason why it should be supported, in 
preference to such a contrivance as is now in 
contemplation. 

The bank, which will be created by the bill, if 
it should pass in its present form, is of a most ex- 
traordinary, and, as | think, alarming nature. Its 
capital is to be fifty million of dollars, five mil- 
lions in gold and silver, twenty millions in the 

ublic debt, created since the war, ten millions in 

reasury notes, and fifteen millions to be sub- 
scribed by Government in stock, to be created for 
that purpose. The ten millions in Treasury notes, 
when received in payment of subscriptions to the 
bank, are to be funded also into the United States 
stocks. The stocks subscribed by Government 
on its Own account, and those in which the Trea- 
sury notes are to be funded, to be redeemable 
only at the pleasure of Government. The war 
stock will be redeemable according to the terms 
upon which the late loans have been negotiated. 

The capital of the bank, then, will be five mil- 
lions of specie, and forty-five millions of Govern- 


ment stocks. In other words, the bank will pos. 
sess five millions of dollars, and the Government 
will owe it forty-five millions. This debt from 
Government, the bank is restrained from selling 
during the war,and Government is excused from 
paying until it shall see fit, The bank is also to 
be under obligation to loan Government thirty 
millions of dollars, on demand, to be repaid, not 
when the convenience or necessity of the bank 
may require, but when other debts due the bank 
from Government are paid ; that is, when it shall 
be the good pleasure of Government. This sum 
of thirty millions is to supply the necessities of 
the Treasury, and supersede the occasion of other 
loans. This loan will doubtless be made on the 
first day of the existence of the bank, because the 
public wants canadmit of nodelay. Its condition 
then will be, that it has five millions of specie, i 
it has been able to obtain so much, and a debt of 
seventy-five millions, no part of which it can 
either sell or call in, due to it from Government. 
The loan of thirty millions to Government can 
only be made by an immediate issue of bills to that 
amount. If these bills should return, the bank 
will not be able to pay them. This is certain; 
and to remedy this inconvenience, power is given 
to the directors, by the act, to suspend, at their 
own discretion, the payment of their notes, uatil 
the President of the United States shall otherwise 
order. The President will give no such order, 
because the necessities of Government will com- 
pel it to draw on the bank, till the bank becomes 
as necessitous as itself. Indeed, whatever orders 
may be either given or withheld, it will be utterly 
impossible for the bank to pay its motes. No such 
thing is expected of it. ‘The first note it issues 
will be dishonored on its return, and yet it will 
continue to pour out its paper, so long as Govern- 
ment can apply it in any degree to its purposes. 
What sort of an institution, sir, is this? It 
looks less like a bank than like a department of 
Government. It will be properly the paper money 
department. Its capital is Government debts; 
the amount of issues will depend on Government 
necessities ; Government in effect absolves itself 
from its own debts to the bank, and by way of 
compensation, absolves the bank from its own 
contracts with others. Thisis, indeed, a wonder- 
ful scheme of finance. The Government is to 
grow rich, because it is to borrow, without the 
obligation of repaying, and is to borrow of a bank 
which issues paper without liability to redeem it. 
If this bank, like other institutions, which dull and 
plodding common sense has erected, were to pay 
its debts, it must have some limits to its issues ol 
paper, and therefore there would be a point beyond 
which it could not make loans to Governmeat. 
This would fall short of the wishes of the contri- 
vers of this system. They provide for an unlim- 
ited issue of paper, in an entire exemption from 
payment, They found their bank, in the first 
place, on the discredit of Government; and then 
hope to enrich Government out of the insolvency 
of the bank. With them, poverty itself is the 
main source of supply, and bankruptcy a mine of 
inexhaustible treasure. They rely, not on the 
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bars provided by statute to fasten its doors against 
the solicitations and clamors of importunate cred- | 


inclination of Government to t 
such desperate courses. If we are to be saved, it , 
| is mot to be by such means. If public credit isto | issue of its paper, which the bank must make in 
' be restored, this is not one of the measures that | its loan to vernment. Whether its issues of 
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» ability of the bank, but on its beggary; not on | relied on; not excessive issues of bank notes, a 


gold and silver collected in its vaults to pay its | forced circulation, and all the miserable contri- 
debts and fulfil its promises, but on the locks and | vances to which political folly can resort, with 
the idle expectation of giving to mere paper the 
quality of money. 

itors, Such an institution, they flatter themselves,| These are all inventions of a short-sighted pol- 


will not only be able to sustain itself, but to a7 | icy, vexed and goaded by the necessities of the mo- 


up the sinking credit of Government. A bank | ment, and thinking less of a permanent remedy, 


| which does not pay, is to guarantee the engage- | than of shifts and expedients to avoid the present 
| meats of a Government which does not pay.| distress. They have been a thousand times ex- 
| *Joha Doe is to become security for Richard | ploded, as delusive and ruinous, as destructive of 


Roe.” Thus the empty vaults of the Treasury | all solid revenue, and incompatible with the se- 


» are to be filled from the equally empty vaults of | curity of private property. 
| the bank, and the ingenious invention of a part-| It is, sir, sufficiently obvious, that to produce 
nership bet 


ween insulvents is to restore and re- | any benefit, this bank must be so constituted as 
establish the credit of both. | that its notes shall have credit with the publie. 
Sir, I can view this only as a system of rank | The first inquiry, therefore, should be, whether 
speculation, and enormous mischief. Nothing in | the bills of a bank of this kind will not be im- 
our condition is worse, in my opinion, than the | mediately and greatly depreciated. I think they 
iow itself upon | will. It would be wonderful if they should not. 

This effect will not be produced by that excessive 


will help to restore it. If the Treasury is ex-| paper are excessive, will depend, not on the nom- 
hausted, this bank will not fill it with anything | inal amount of its capital, but on its ability to re- 
valuable. If a safe circulating medium be wanted | deem. ‘Thisisthe only safecriterion. Very spe- 
for the community, it will not be found in the| cial eases may perhaps furnish exceptions, but 
paper of such a corporation. there is in general no security for the credit of 
wish, sir, that those who imagine that these | paper, but the ability in those who emit to redeem 
objects, or any of them, will be effected by such | it. Whenever bank notes are not convertible into 
a bank as this, would describe the manner in | gold or silver at the will of the holder, they be- 
which they expect it to be done. What is the| come of less value than gold and silver. All ex- 
ess which is to produce these results? If it| periments on this subject have come to the same 
is perceived, it can be described. The bank will| result. {tis so clear, and has been so universall 
not operate either by miracle or magic. Who-| admitted, that it would be waste of time to dwell 
ever expects any good from it, ought to be able to | upon it. The depreciation may not be sensibly 
tell us in what way that good is to be produced. | perceived the first day or the first week it takes 
As yet we have had nothing but general ideas,| place. It will first be discerned in what is called 
and vague and loose expressions. An indefinite | the rise of specie ; it will next be seen in the in- 
and indistinct notion is entertained, nobody here | creased price of all commodities. 
seems to know on what ground, that this bank is| The circulating medium of a commercial com- 
to reanimate public credit, fill the Treasury, and | munity must be that whieh isalso the circulating 
remove all the evils which have arisen from the| medium of other commercial communities, or 
depreciation of the paper of existing banks. must be capable of being converted into that me- 
e gentlemen, who donot profess themselves | dium without loss. It must be able, not only to 
to be in all respects pleased with the provisions | pass in payments and receipts between individu- 
of the bill, seem to content themselves with an | als of the same society or nation, but to adjust and 
idea that nothing better can be obtained, and that | discharge the balance of exchanges between dif- 
it is necessary to do something. ferent nations. It must be something which has 
A strong impression that something must be | a value abroad, as well as at home, and by which 
done, is the origin of many bad measures. It is | foreign as well as domestic debts can be satisfied. 
easy, sir, to do ere ; but the object is to do | The precious metals alone answer these purposes. 
something useful. It is better to do nothing, than | They alone, therefore, are money, and whatever 
todo mischief. Itis much better, in my opinion, | else is to perform the offices of money must be 
to make no bank, than to pass the bill as it now is, | their representative, and capable of being turned 
The interests to be affected by this measure, | into them at will. So longas bank paper retains 
the finances, the public credit, and the circulating | this quality, it isa substitute for money ; divested 
medium of the country, are too important to be| of this, nothing ean give it that character. 
hazarded on schemes like this. If we wish tore-| No solidity of funds, no sufficiency of assets, 
store the public credit, and to re-estabiish the | no contidence in the solveney of banking institu- 
finances, we have the beaten road before us. All| tions has ever enabled them to keep up their pa- 
true analogy, all experience, all just knowledge | per to the value of gold and silver, any longer than 
of ourselves and our condition point one way. | they paid gold and silver foritondemand. This 
We can hardly mistake it, without wilful blind-| will continue to be the case so long as those me- 
ness. A wise and systematic economy, anda set- | tals shall continue to be the standard of value and 
tled and substantial revenue are the means to be| the general circulating medium among nations. 
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A striking illustration of this common princi-| a bill of exchange on Europe can be purchased, 
le is found in the early history of the Bank of | as it may, twenty per cent. cheaper in Boston 
ngland. In the year 1797, it had been so liberal | than in Baltimore, the reason must be. that it js 


in its loans, that it was compelled to suspend the 
payment of its notes. Its paper immediately fell 
toa discount of near twenty per cent. Yet such 
was the public opinion of the solidity of its funds, 
that its stock then sold for one hundred and ten 
per cent., although no more than sixty per cent. 
upon the subscriptions had been paid in. 

The same fate, as is well known, attended the 
paper of the banks of Scotland, when they adopt- 
ed the practice of inserting in their notes a clause, 
giving the banks an option of paying their notes 
on demand, or in six months after demand, with 
interest. Paper of this sort was not convertible 
into specie at the pleasure of the holder; and no 
conviction of the ability of the bank which issued 
it, could preserve it from depreciation. 

The suspension of specie payments by the Bank 
of England in 1797, and the consequences which 
followed, afford no argument to overturn this gen- 
eral experience. If Bank of England notes were 
not immediately depreciated on that occasion, de- 
on nevertheless did ensue. Very favora- 

le causes existed to prevent their sudden depres- 
sion. It was an oldand rich institution. It was 
known to be under the most discreet and indepen- 
dent management. Government had no control 
over it, to force it to make loans against its inter- 
est or its will. On the contrary, it compelled the 
Government to pay, though with much inconve- 
nience to itself, a very considerable sum which 
was dueto it. The country enjoyed at that time 
an extensive commerce, and a revenue of three 
hundred millions of dollars was collected and dis- 
tributed through the bank. Under all these ad- 
vantages, however, the difference of price between 
bank notes and coin became so great as to threaten 
at one time the most dangerous consequences. 

Suppose the condition of England to have been 
reversed. Suppose, that instead of a prosperous 
and increasing commerce, she had suffered the 
ruin of her trade; and that the product of her 
manufactures had lain upon her hands, as the 
geodent of our agriculture now perishes on ours. 

oes any one imagine that her circulating paper 
could have existed, and maintained any credit in 
such a change of hercondition? What ought to 
surprise us is, not that her bank paper was depre- 
ciated, but that it was not depreciated sooner and 
lower than in fact it was. The reason can only 
be found in that extraordinary combination of 
favorable circumstances which never existed be- 
fore, and is hardly to be expected again. Much 
less is it to be discovered in our condition at 
present. 

But we have experience nearer home. The 

aper of all the banks south of New England has 
ome depreciated to an alarming extent. This 
cannot bedenied. All that is said of the existence 
of this depreciation only at places remote from 
the banks, is unfounded and idle, It exists every- 
where, even at the very doors of the banks them- 
selves. The rates of exchange, both foreign and 
domestic, put this point beyond controversy. If 


paid for in Boston in money and in Baltimore ip 
something twenty per cent. less value than money, 

Noth withstanding this depression of their paper, 
it is not po that any general doubt is enter- 
tained of the sufficiency of the funds of the prin. 
cipal banks. Certainly nosuch doubt is the cause 
of the fall of their paper; because the depression 
of the paper of all the banks in any place, as far 
as I learn, is generally uniform and equal ; where. 
as, if public opinion proceeded at all, upon the 
adequacy or inadequacy of their funds, it would 
necessarily come to different results, in differen: 
cases, as some of these institutions must be sup- 
posed to be richer than others. 

Sir, something must be discovered, which has 
hitherto escaped the observation of mankind, be- 
fore you can give paper, intended for circulation, 
the value of a metallic currency, any longer than 
it represents thatcurrency, and is convertible iato 
it, at the will of the holder. 

The paper then, of this bank, if you make it, 
will be depreciated for the same reason that the 
paper of other banks which have gone before it, 
and of those which now exist around us, has been 
depreciated: because it is not to pay specie for 
its notes. 

Other institutions, setting out perhaps on hon- 
est principles, have fallen into discredit through 
mismanagement or misfortune. But this bank is 
to begin with insolvency. It is to issue its bills 
to the amount of thirty millions at least, when 
everybody knows it cannot pay them. It is to 
commence its existence in dishonor. lt is to 
draw its first breath in disgrace. The promise con- 
tained in the first note it sends forth, is to be a false 
promise and whoever receives the note, is to take 
it with the knowledge that it will not be paid, 
according to the terms of it. 

But this, sir, is notall. The framers of this 
bill have not done their work by halves. They 
have put the depreciation of the notes of their 
bank beyond all doubt or uncertainty, by the man- 
ner in which the capital is constituted. They 
have made assurance doubly sure. In addition 
to excessive issue of paper, and the failure to make 
payments, both which they provide for by law, 
they make the capital of the bank to consist pria- 
cipally of public stock. 

If this stock could be sold as in the former Bank 
of the United States, the evil would be less. But 
the bank has not the power to sell it, and for all 

urposes of enabling it to fulfil its engagements, 
its funds might as well be at the bottom of the 
ocean, as in Government stocks, of which it can- 
not enforce payment, and of which it cannot 
dispose. 

The credit of this institution is to be founded 
on public funds, not on private property or com- 
mercial credit. It is to be a financial, not a com- 
mercial bank. Its credit, therefore, can hardly 
be better at any time, than the credit of the Gov- 
ernment. If the stocks be depreciated, so of course 
must everything be which rests on the stocks. 
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It would require extraordinary ingenuity to 
show how a bank which is founded on the public 
debt, isto have any better reputation than the debt 
itself. It must be some very novel invention which 
makes the superstructure keep its place after 


the foundation has fallen. The argument seems | 


to stand thus. The public funds, it is admitted, 


have little credit; the bank will have no credit | 


which it does not borrow of the funds; but the 
bank will be in full credit. 

If, sir, we were in a temper to learn wisdom 
from experience, the history of most of the banks 
on the continent of Europe might teach us the 
futility of all these contrivances. Those are, like 
this before us, established for purposes of finance, 
not purposes of commerce. The same fortune 
has happened tothemall. Their credit has sunk. 
Their respective Governments go to them for 
money, when they can get it nowhere else ; and 
the banks can relieve their wants only by new is- 
sues of their own paper. As this is not redeemed, 
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produce on the revenue of the country? By the 


| provisions of this bill, the notes of the bank are to 
| be received in payment of all taxes and other dues 
to Government. They cannot be refused on ac- 
count of the depreciation of their value. Govern- 
ment binds itself to receive them at par; although 
it should be obliged to pay them out immediately 
at a discount of a hundred per cent, Itis certain, 
then, that a loss on the revenue will be sustained, 
equal to any depreciation which may take place 
in this paper; and when the paper shall come to 

nothing, the revenue of the country will come to 
| nothing along with it. This has happened to 
| other countries, where this wretched system has 
been adopted, and it will happen here. 

The Austrian Government resorted toa similar 
experiment, in a very critical period of its affairs, 
in 1809, the year of the last campaign between 
that country and France, previous to the late co- 
| alition. Pressed by the necessities of the occasion, 

the Government caused a large quantity of paper 





the invariable consequence of depreciation fol- | to be issued, which was to be received in imposts 
lows; and this has sometimes led to the misera- | and taxes. The paper immediately fell to a de- 
ble and destructive expedient of a depreciation of | preciation of fourforone. The consequence was, 
the coin itself. that the Government lost its revenue, and with it 
Such are the banks of Petersburg, Copenhagen, | the means of supplying its armies, and defending 
Vienna, and other cities of Europe. And while | its Empire. 
the paper of these Government banks has been Is this Government, sir, now ready to put its 
thus depressed, that of other banks, existing in| resources all at hazard, by pursuing a similar 
their near neighborhood, unconnected with Gov-| course? Is it ready to sacrifice its whole sub- 
ernment, and conducting their business on the | stantial revenue, and permanent supplies, to an 
basis of commercial credit, has retained a value | ill contrived, ill considered, dangerous and ruinous 
equivalent to that of coin. project, adopted only as the means of obtaininga 
Excessive issues of paper, and a close connex- | little present and momentary relief ? 
ion with Government, are the twocircumstances,| It ought to be considered also, what effects this 
which of all others are most certain to destroy the | bank will produce on other banking institutions 
credit of bank paper. If there were no excessive | already existing, and on the paper which they 
issue, or in other words, if the bank paid its notes | have issued. The aggregate capital of these in- 
in specie on demand, its connexion with Govern- | stitutions is large. The amount of their notes is 
ment, and its interest in the funds, would not per- | large, and these notes constitute at present, in a 
haps materially affect the circulation of its paper, | great portion of the country, the only circulating 
although they would naturally diminish the value | medium, if they can be called a circulating me- 
of its stock. But when these two circumstances} dium. Whatever affects this paper, either to 
exist in the condition of any bank ; that it does | raise it, or to depress it lower than it is, affects 
not pay its notes, and that its funds are in public } the interest of every man in the community. 
stocks, and all its operations intimately blended | It is sufficient, on this point to refer to the me- 
with the operations of Government, nothing fur-| morial from the banks of New York. That as- 
ther need be known, to be quite sure that its pa- | sures us that it must be the operation of sucha 
per will not answer the purpose of a creditable | bank as this bill would establish, to increase the 
circulating medium. difficulties and distress which the existing banks 
I look upon it, therefore, sir, as certain that a| now experience, and to render it nearly impossi- 
very considerable discount will attach itself to} ble for them to resume the payment of their notes. 
the notes of this bank, the first day of their ap-| This is what every man would naturally expect. 
pearance ; that this discount will continue to in-| Paper already depreciated will necessarily be 
crease, and unless Congress should be able tofur- | sunk still lower when another flood of depreci- 
nish some remedy, which is not certain, the paper | ated paper is forced into circulation. 
in theend will be worth nothing. Ifthishappens,} Very recently, sir, this Government refused to 
not only will no one of the benefits proposed be ob- | extend the charter of the Bank of the United 
tained, but evils of the most alarming magnitude | States, upon the ground that it was unconstitu- 
will follow. All the horrors of a paper money | tional for Congress to create banks. Many of the 
system are before us. If we venture on the pres- | State banks owe their existence to this decision. 
ent expedient, we shall hardly be able to avoid | It was an invitation to the States to incorporate 
them. The ruin of public affairs and the wreck | as much banking capital as would answer all the 
Wigrleate property will ensue. purposes of the country. Notwithstanding what- 
would a sir, whether the friends of this| ever we may now see and hear, it would then 
measure have well considered what effect it will | have been deemed a gross imputation on the con- 
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sistency of Government if any man had expres- | ford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, 
sed an expectation that in five years all these | Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, 
Constitutional scraples would be forgotten, all | Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 
the danger to political liberty from moneyed in- | _Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar. 
stitutions disregarded, and a bank proposed upon | Cher, Avery, Barbour, Bard, en Burwell, 
the most extraordinary principles, with an unpre- | Caldwell, senaee. ene _ Soa Com- 
cedented amount of capital, and with no obliga- | tek, Conard, Creighton, Crouch, Cu oo ana, Da- 
tion to fulfil its contracts. vis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, 
The State Banks have not foreed themselves | Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk. of New: York, Forney, 
; f Go Th 7 b- Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
ig the way of Government. ey were estad- | Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken. 
lished, many of them at least, when Government | tycky, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, 
had declared its purpose to have no bank of its | Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
own. They deserve some regard on their own Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker. 
account, and on account of those particularly | shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
concerned in them ; but they deserve much more | Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, 
consideration on account of the quantity of their | Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Orms. 
paper which is in circulation, and the interest | by, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Pensylvania, 
which the whole community has in it. Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, 
Let it be recollected, also, sir, that the present | Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Pennsyl- 
condition of the banks is principa'ly owing to | vania, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Ward of New Jer- 
their advances to Goveroment. ‘i‘he Treasury | 8¢y, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 
has borrowed of the banks, or of those whothem-| The bill was then read through, in the usual 
selves borrowed of the banks, till the banks have | manner. 
become as poor, and almost as much discredited,| Mr. Raea, of Tennessee, spoke a short time in 
as the Treasury itself. They have depreciated | explanation of the motives which would govern 
their paper, nearly ruined themselves, and brought | his vote in this case. 
the sorest distress on the country by doing that on| Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, for the purpose 
a small scale, which this new Saihe is to perform | of introducing a motion in aid of the rule, to pre- 
on @ scale vastly larger. vent those members interested in the question 
{t is almost unpardonable in the conductors of | from voting, moved to lay the bill on the table. 
these institutions not to have foreseen the conse-| The motion was predicated on the fact that one 
quences which have resulted from the course | member of the House-(and perhaps others might 
ursued by them. They were all plaia and visi- | be) was the proprieter of certain of the public 
ble If they have any apology, it is that they | stock, which is allowed to be paid in, in part, on 
were no blinder than the Government, and that | account of shares to be subscribed to the bank. 
they yielded to those, who would take no denial. | This motion was opposed by Mr. Fisx, of New 
It will be altogether unpardonable in us, if with | York, and Mr. Frinptey, of Pennsylvania; by 
this, as well as alJ other experience before us, we | whom it was contended that the rule of the House 
continue to pursue a system which must inevi- | in this respect was sufficiently operative without 
tably lead us, through depreciation of currency, | this aid. It was supported by the mover, and by 
paper money, tender laws, and all the contempt- | Mr. Warp, and Mr. Farrow. 
ible and miserable contrivances of disordered | The question on laying the bill on the table, 
finance and national insolvency, to complete and | was decided by yeas and nays—for laying the 
entire bankruptcy in the end. bill on the table 58, against it 104, as follows: 
I hope the House will recommit the bill for | Ysas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
amendment. Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brig- 
When Mr. Wessrer had concluded, the mo- | ham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Coxe, Cul- 
tion for recommitment was supported by Messrs. | peper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, Ely, 
PicxerinG, SaipHerD, and WHeEaTon, in speeches | * 8*FOWs — ee Hale, Hanson, Hender- 
of considerable length, and opposed by Messrs. | 8% Hulbert, Ingersoll, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent 
Forsyra aod Rata. of New York, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Miller, 
: Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
The question on recommitment was at length | John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Shef- 
decided in the negative by yeas and nays—yeas | fey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, 
68, nays 89, as follows: Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Yeas—Mesers. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of | Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Mas- 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brecken- 


sachusetts, and Winter. 

ridge, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Calhoun, Champion, | _Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, cher, Avery, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Bradley, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Evans, 8 . | Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
row, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, | Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Clopton, Comstock, Con- 
Howell, Humphreys, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Is- ; ard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, 
land, Kent of New York, King of Massachuseets, Law, | Davis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Earle, Ev- 
Lewis, Lovett, McKee, Miller, Moseley, Markell, Oak- | ans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
ley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, | Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, Glasgow, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sher- 


Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stan- | Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Howell, Hubbard, 
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amphreys, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Jackson of Vir- 
: Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Ken- 
nedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Lef- 
ferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, 
Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Orms- 
by, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Shipherd, Skinner, Smith of 
Pennsylvania, Strong, Taggart, ‘T'annehill, Taylor, Tel- 
fair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill. The yeas and nays thereon stood—yeas 
81, nays 80, as follows: 

Ysas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barnett, Bines, Bradley, Brown, Cald- 
well, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, 
Conard, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Duvall, Earle, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Forsyth, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Hasbrouck, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Irwin, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKee, McLean, 
Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Ormsby, Par- 
ker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Sharp, Skinner, Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, T'an- 
nehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, 
Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, 
Calhoun, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, 
Crawford, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachu- 

sett, Desha, Ely, Evans, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, 
Glasgow, Grosvenor, Hale, Hall, Hanson, Henderson, 
Howell, Humphreys, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Macon, McKim, Miller, Moseley, Mar- 
kell, Newton, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pot- 
ter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stan- 
ford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, ‘Thompson, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 


The state of the vote having been declared— 

The Spsaxer (Mr. Cueves, of South Carolina,) 
rose. After adverting to the rule of the House, 
which makes it the right and duty of the Speaker 
to vote in two cases, of which this was one, he 

roceeded to assign briefly the reasons which in- 
Ssdneed him to vote against the bill. He noticed 


the opinions expressed on both sides of the House 
forand against the measure; and declared his 
own conviction that the bill proposed a danger- 
ous, unexampled, and, he might almost say, a des- 


perate resort. He cursorily examined the three 
views in which the passage of the bill had been ad- 
vocated, namely, as calculated to resuscitate public 
credit; toestablish a circulating medium; and to 
afford the ways and means for the support of the 
Government. Hedelivered, with even more than 
his usual eloquence and impressiveness, his opin- 
ions of these several points, and concluded with 


13th Con. 3d Sess.—33 


expressing his solemn belief, that neither of these 
purposes would be answered by the bill. He de- 
nied that the passage of this bill was demanded 
by the safety of the nation; but intimated his 
opinion that a National Bank bill might be framed, 
by which the avowed objects of the present bill 
might be accomplished, which he had no doubt 
would unite a majority in its favor. Although 
the vote was painful to him to give, he was there- 
fore obliged to vote in the negative. 

The Speaker’s vote having produced an equality 
of votes, he declared the decision of the House to 
be, that the bill should not pass. 

So the bill is rejected. 

Mr. Hatt, of Georgia, who had voted against 
the bill, then moved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken. He said he was opposed to this bill, 
and should be opposed to any bill for the establish- 
ment of a National Bank; but he was willing that 
his friends should have an opportunity of giving 
such a shape to a bill on that subject, as should 
unite the votes of all who were friendly on prin- 
ciple to the establishment of a National Bank. 

The question for a reconsideration of the vote 
having been stated from the Chair—a motion 
Was made to adjourn, and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 


Tuespay, January 3. 


Another member, to wit: from Massachusetts, 
Asie. Woop, appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill for taxing 
certain manufactures, reported in favor of an 
agreement to all the amendments of the Senate, 
except that one which proposed a tax of eight per 
cent, ad valorem oo all umbrellas or parasols. 
This report was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Incerso.t, of Pennsylvania, from the Ju- 
diciary Committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of suadry citizens of New York on that 
subject, reported a bill to establish an uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States; which was twice read, and referred to 
a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Pieasants, of Virginia, from the Naval 
Committee, to whom was referred the bill from 
the Senate, authorizing the appointment of cer- 
tain naval officers therein named, reported the 
same without amendment; and it was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the proceedings 
under the act for laying out the great western 
road—Referred to a select committee. 

The amendments of the Senate to the furniture 
tax bill, were referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, being a motion to reconsider 
the vote to reject the bill to incorporate the sub- 
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aided by the establishment of a medium of gen. 
eral circulation, &c. He did not believe, in its 
present shape, that the bill would pass; but he 
did believe it might be so modified as to meet the 
views of a majority of the House. 

Mr. Incerso it, of Pennsylvania, said he should 
vote for a reconsideration of the bill, because he 
was of the same opinion to-day that he was yes- 
terday. He was not tenacious as to the plan 
of it, but a National Bank he believed to be in. 
dispensable, &c. He took occasion to remark. 
in allusion to the observation of Mr. Hatt, tha 
although he, with several other gentlemen of the 
House, possessed a small interest in the public 
stock, he had no idea that it could disqualify him 
or any one else from voting on this question, any 
more than on the tax or any other revenue or loan 
bills, &c. 

Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, said he should 
vote against reconsideration ; for, although he had 
of late uniformly entertained the opinion, that it 
would be convenient and expedient to establish 
a National Bank, he as firmly believed that there 
was no delegated power in Congress to establish 
such a coe, He had given such votes as he 
thought calculated to improve or perfect the va- 
rious bills before the House, but he must event- 
ually vote against any bank. Mr. M. concluded 
his examination of this question by expressing 
the opinion that Treasury notes would circulate 
and obtain as good a credit as the notes of the 
bank proposed to be established; and to those 
the nation must, he believed, at last resort, &c. 

Mr. Rosertson, of Louisiana, was in favor of 
reconsideration, and made an animated appeal to 
those who were friendly to the establishment of 
a bank, and yet had opposed this bill because the 
details did not exactly meet their views. He 
called upon them to sacrifice their particular pre- 
judices, and not prostrate the public interest at 
the shrine of their own pride or independence of 
opinion. Searcely any subject, he said, could 
come before the Bam in regard to which gen- 
tlemen might not urge that there were certain of 
the details which did not meet their approbation, 
and for which they could not vote. This bill had 
been called a desperate, a dangerous measure. |t 
might beso, Mr. R. said; but, from the nettle 
danger we frequently pluck the flower safety. 
Nothing could be more dangerous than the very 
situation in which we now are; which could not 
be worsted even by the failure of the novel ex- 

nee which this bill had been pronounced to 
e, &e. 

Mr. Acston, of North Carolina, said he should 
vote against reconsideration. Believing no good 
could result from further attempts to unite con- 
flicting opinions on this subject; he was in favor 
of putting it to rest, and letting the responsibility 
rest on the shoulders of those who had twice al- 
ready defeated the bill, &c. 

Mr. Duva.t, of Kentucky, in advocating a re- 
consideration, called upon 7 che who had refused 
to sacrifice their individual opinions, to remember 
the sacrifices made by those of their own party, 
and to exhibit that liberality and spirit of mutual 


scribers to the Bank of the United States of 
America. 

[Oa this motion there arose a desultory but 
very interesting debate, which occupied the a 
from 12 to about 5 o’clock. We must content 
ourselves with very briefly stating the several 
grounds taken by the gentlemen who spoke on the 
one side or the other.— Editors. ] 

Mr. Hatt, of Georgia, commenced the debate 
by assigning the reasons which had influenced 
him to move a reconsideration of the question ; 
which were, generally, that though he was and 
should continue to be opposed to any bank that 
could be established, unless within the District 
of Columbia, yet the state of the vote of last night 
gave him reason to believe that some plan might 
be adopted to meet the views of what was evi- 
dently a majority of the House on that subject. 
He therefore proposed, if the vote should be re- 
considered, to call up the proposition laid upon 
the table by him some time ago, respecting an 
issue of Treasury notes, and to move its reference, 
together with this bill, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means; that, from a combination of the prin- 
ann of both, some measure might be adopted 
which would subserve the public interest. He 
called upon gentlemen of the majority, in an im- 
pressive manner, to rally themselves around the 
public good, to sacrifice to each other a little of 
their own opinion, in order to serve the nation. 
Having to contend not only with a foreign enemy, 
but with internal traitors, it was high time, in- 
stead of putting themselves into the hands of 
merchants and men who are determined, if they 
could, to crush the present Administration, to 
draw on the real, solid resources of the nation, &c. 
Mr. H. took occasion to express his disgust at the 
attempt, twice repeated, which he had witnessed, 
to Lp iemph an individual from voting, because he 
had lent money to the Government or held Gov- 
ernmentsecurity (meaning Mr. Incersouu.) Such 
oe he said, made his blood run cold. 

hey required the friends of the Government to 
unite, to beware how they act, instead of aiding 
those whose only object was to defeat every act 
calculated for the defence of the country, &c. 

Mr. Atexanper, of Ohio, made a few general 
remarks as to the readiness with which he should 
approach this question to reconsider what had 
been denounced asa rash, desperate, and destruc- 
tive measure. His remarks were evidently in- 
tended to reflect on the observations with which 
the Speaker had on the preceding evening pre- 
faced his vote. He should feel no pain, he said, 
when acting from his own choice, in giving a 
vote which was to destroy a ruinous measure; he 
should rather rejoice in the opportunity of giving 
such a vote, and not complain that he did it with 
pain, &c. 

Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, favored the recon- 
sideration of the bill, in the hope that, when re- 
considered, it would be recommitted, and its 
features changed. He had voted for it in its pre- 
sent shape with much reluctance; he had so 
voted, however, because he believed the taxes 
could not be paid by the people unless they were 
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concession, without which there could be no le- 
islation. He believed there was a decided ma- 
jority in the House in favor of a National Bank, 
and he entreated gentlemen to consent to recom- 
mitment, to make one last effort to save the sink- 
ing credit of the country, &c. He dwelt at some 
length on the absurdity of every man in a public 
body clinging to his own opinion as the standard 
of perfection. Unless men yield occasionally 
their particular opinions on minor points and 
mere matters of detail, no majority could ever 
be obtained in favor of any particular measure. 
He had thus yielded his opinions when he voted 
for this bill, and he hoped a sufficient number 
would now do so to obtain a reconsideration. 

Mr. Guotson, of Virginia, conjured gentlemen 
to put an end to debate, and to act. While they 
were debating, the Army was suffering for the 
want of necessary supplies; the nation was suf- 
fering at every point. He entreated gentlemen 
to permit the question to be taken. 

Mr. Haweins, of Kentucky, addressing him- 
self to the majority of the House, exhorted them 
to unite, and no longer suffer themselves to be 
driven from ground to ground, from shift to shift, | 
by the pertinacity of a minority who openly dis- 
avowed - responsibility for the failure of mea- 
sures which they were frequently the means of 
thwarting. He adverted to the majority which 
a day or two ago had appeared in favor of this 
bill, who had been driven from their ground by 
the pertinacity of the minority, in violation of 
the usages and decorum of legisiation, &c. He 
appealed also to the liberality of those opposed 
to this bill on mere points of detail, whether an 
opportunity ought not to be afforded to those who 
were friendly to the principle to try this question 
again. He dwelt with much emphasis on the 
weight of responsibility attaching to every one 
who voted on this question, and the propriety of 
allowing them to vote again, on a vote on which 
the House was equally divided, after having an 
opportunity since to reflect on it. 

r. Pearson expressed himself favorably to- 
wards a National Bank, but as strongly opposed 
to the bill now before the House, the vote on 
which he would not consent to reconsider, lest 
the bill might then pass, though he was willing 
to suspend the rule of the House forbidding a bill 
once rejected to be originated anew, so as to give 
an opportunity to obtain the establishment of a 
bank on proper banking principles, &c. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, said the very import- 
ance of this bill was a reason why a question, 
decided as it had been, should be reconsidered ; 
that, if a majority should not favor its passage 
in its present shape, it might be put in such a 
form as should insure it the support of a major- 
ity. The proposal of the gentleman who prece- 
ded him, to dispense with the rule, he considered 
as more objectionable by far, than the practice of 
reconsidering a vote. 

Mr. Forsyta, of Georgia, at some length, 
warmly contended for the reconsideration of the 
bill, avowing himself still friendly to it, in pref- 
erence to any other plan which could be proposed. 
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Mr. Catuoun was in favor of reconsideration 
of the bill, but on different grounds from Mr. 
Forsytu. He wasand should continue opposed 
to the present bill. 

Mr. Gaston, Mr. Cutperer, Mr. Wesster, 
and Mr. Grosvenor, expressed themselves friend- 
ly toa National Bank on the principles they have 
heretofore advocated, but decidedly opposed to 
this, and therefore determined to vote against re- 
considering it, though they were willing to sus- 
pend the rule forbidding future reconsideration. 

Mr. Witson, of Pennsylvania, advocated re- 
consideration of the bill, on the grounds of par- 
tiality to the form of the present bill, which he 


| examined and supported by a train of argument 


going to exhibit its particular merits. 

Mr. Hatt then said he had made his motion 
with the hope of obtaining a compromise of con- 
flicting opinions, and a modification of the pres- 
ent bill. But, finding its friends so wedded to it 


as to attempt to force it through the House, he 


withdrew his motion for a reconsideration. 
Mr. WesstTer took this opportunity to lay upon 
the table the fullowing resolution : 


Resolved, That the rule of the House which pre- 
vents a subject once acted upon from being acted upon 
again during the same session, be suspended until oth- 
erwise ordered. 

Mr. McKim renewed the motion to reconsider 
the vote on the Bank bill; not from any intention 
to change his vote, but from a disposition to ac- 
commodate his friends on a question of so much 
magnitude, 

Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, opposed, and Mr. 
NewrTon, of Virginia, advocated the reconsider- 
ation—the one, on grounds of unabated hostility 
to the present bill; the other from a disposition 
to afford the utmost latitude to the consideration 
of a subject so highly important to the nation. 

The question on reconsideration was at length 
decided by yeas and nays.—For reconsideration 
107, against it 54, as follows: 


Yxeas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Ave- 
ry, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, 
Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, 
Clendenin, Comstock, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, De- 
noyelles, Duvall, Earle, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Geddes, 
Gholson, Glasgow, Gourdin, Griffin, Hanson, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Ir- 
win, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent 
of New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, Markell, McCoy, McKee, Mc- 
Kim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, 
Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Skinner, Smith of New York, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, White, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, Wood, Wright, and 
Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breck- 
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enridge, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Clop- 

if Compr, Cox, Oukiepen Dkvensert, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Ely, Gaston, Grosvenor, Hale, Hall, Hen- 
derson, Howell, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, King of Massachu- 
setts, Law, Macon, Miller, Moseley, Pearson, Picker- 
ing, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Slaymaker, Stanford, 
Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, and Wilson of 
Massachusetts. 


And the question being again stated—“ Shall 
the bill pass ?”— 

Mr. McKee moved to recommit the bill toa 
select committee, and presented his view of the 
change which he conceived ought to be made in 
its provisions. 

Mr. Butter, of Vermont, supported this mo- 
tion, and in aspeech of some length exhibited his 
views on the same subject. 

Mr. Forsytu opposed the recommitment with 
much zeal and eloquence, on grounds of prefer- 
ence to the present bill. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, expressed his opin- 
ions generally in hostility to the establishment of 
any bank at this time, and in opposition to any 
compromise. 

Mr. Finptey advocated the recommitment, 
— on the ground of opposition to that 

eature of the bill which requires the bank to 
make a loan to Government—which he believed 
at once superfluous and inex pedient. 

Mr. Oakcey and Mr. Stockton advocated re- 
commitment with earnestness and ability, in order 
to procure a modification of the details. If mod- 
ified, as they believed it might be, they pledged 
themselves to vote for the bank bill, and expressed 
their opinion that in that vote they would be 
joined by a majority of their politieal friends. 

The question on recommitment was decided 
by yeasand nays. For recommitment 89, against 
it 71, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Cal- 
houn, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, 
Crawford, Crouch, Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Duvall, Earle, Ely, Farrow, Findley, 
Forney, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Glasgow, Grosve- 
nor, Hale, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Henderson, 
eee of Kentucky, Howell, Humphreys, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, Kershaw, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKee, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moseley, Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, 
Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, 


Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 


Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea- 
ton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Win- 
ter, and Wood. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Bines, Brown, Burwell,Caldwell,Cannon,Chap- 
lendenin,Comstock, Conard,Creighton,C uthbert, 

avis of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gholson, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawkins, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Ing- 
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ham, Irving, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kilbourn, 
King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Ler. 
ferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, 


Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 


Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Wjj- 
liams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


And it was determined to recommit the bil! to 


a select committee of seven members. 


Messrs. McKes, Finney, Stockton, Pirxin, 
Taytor, Curapert, and YANcey, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 





Wepnespay, January 4. 

On motion of Mr. Jenninas, the House pro. 
ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by 
him on the 30th ultimo, and the same being modi- 
fied, was agreed to as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judici- 
ary be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Executive authorities of the sey- 
eral States and Territories of the United States, 
respectively, ~ law, to apprebend, secure, and 
deliver to the Government, for the time being, of 
any Territory of the United States, or his agent, 
any fugitive or fugitives from justice, upon de- 
mand being made of the Executive authority of 
any such State or Territory, to which such fugi- 
tive or fugitives shall have fled, and upon pro- 
ducing an indictment found, or an affidavit made 
before a competent officer, charging the person 
so demanded with having committed treason, 
felony, or other crime, within the jurisdiction of 
the said Territory from which he so fled; and 
what amendments, if any, are necessary to the 
act or acts respecting persons escaping from the 
service of their masters. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate insist on their amendments pro- 
posed to the bill “to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of Government, and 
maintaining the public credit, by laying duties 
on neusebela furniture, on horses kept exclusively 
for the saddle or carriage, and on gold and silver 
watches:” The Senate recede from their first 
amendment proposed to the bill “to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credil, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States;” and they insist on that part of their fifth 
amendment to the said bill to which this House 
have disagreed. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to whom was referred the 
amendments of the Senate to the furniture tax 
bill, recommended a disagreement to the same; 
and the question being taken thereon, they were 
accordingly disagreed to. 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the better 
regulation of the Ordnance department; which 
Was twice read, and committed. 
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The bill from the Senate, to provide for leasing 
lands reserved for the use of schools in the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, was read a third time, and 


The amendments of the Senate to the bill for 
taxing certain manufactures, were considered in 
Committee of the Whole, and afterwards in the 
House. Those amendments which go to exempt 
“pig iron” from taxation, and add “umbrellas 
and parasols,” were disagreed to, and the others 
were agreed to. 

The House spent some time in Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to prohibit intercourse with 
the enemy, and for other purposes; which under- 
went a considerable discussion, until late in the 
day, when the Committee rose, reported progress 
and obtained leave to sit again. 





Tuurspay, January 5. 


A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing their recession from all their amend- 
ments to the bill laying duties on certain manu- 
factures, except so much as proposes to lay a 
duty of eight per cent. on all umbrellas and para- 
sols above the value of two dollars. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, stated that the priao- 
cipal difficulty with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in assenting to this amendment, had been 
adoubt of the Constitutional power of the Senate, 
to propose new taxes. As this was a question 
which he believed had never been decided; and 
as the tax was in itself unimportant, he moved 
that the House insist on its disagreement to this 
amendment. This motion was agreed to. 

The House also determined to insist on disa- 
reement to a part of of the amendments of the 
enate, to the furniture tax bill, and to ask of the 

Senate a conference on that bill. 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole, on the 
bill for preventing intercourse with the enemy. 
[This is a bill containing ample and energetic 
provisions, for preventing the treasonable inter- 
course, which has recently prevailed to so great 
an extent on our northern borders, and elsewhere. ] 
The few amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole having been agreed to— 

Mr. Grosvenor moved to strike out the fifth 
section of the bill; which is as follows: 


Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That every Col- 
lector of the Customs shall have authority to appoint, 
within his district, such number of inspectors of the 
customs as he shall judge necessary, who are hereby 
declared to be officers of the customs: Provided, how- 
ever, That it shall be discretionary with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, what number of such inspectors 
shall be paid for their services by the respective collect- 
ors, out of the revenue of the United States; and the 
said inspectors, before they enter upon the duties of 
their offices, shall take and subscribe before the col- 
lectors appointing them, or before some magistrate 
within their respective districts, authorized by law to 
sree oaths, the following oath or affirmation, to 
wit: I, 
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the customs, within and for the district of ——, do 


solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear, or affirm, (as the 
case may be,) that I will diligently and faithfully exe- 
cute the duties of the said office of inspector, and will 
use my best endeavors to prevent and detect frauds 
and violations against the laws of the United States; 
I further swear, or affirm, that I will support the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 


This motion gave rise to an extended debate, 
in which many gentlemen partook, and was de- 
cided in the negative—for the motion 51, against 
it 85, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Breckenridge, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, 
Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Farrow, 
Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Henderson, Howell, 
Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, 
Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, and Wilcox. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, 
Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Conard, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Crouch, Dana, Davis of Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Evans, Fisk 
of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, John- 
son of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, 
Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Murfree, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Sage, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, moved further to 
amend the bill by inserting, after the word “ cus- 
toms,” in the 4th line of the 5th section, these 
words: “ for whom, in the execution of their trust, 
such Collector shall be answerable;” which mo- 
tion, after debate, was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 62, nays 74, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brigham, Ca- 
peers Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, 

ana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, 
Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hawes, 
Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, Johnson of Virginia, 
Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Nelson, Oak- 
ley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, John Reed, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Shefley, Sherwood, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, 
Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Arch- 
er, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, 
Brown, Burwell, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chap- 
pell, Clendenin, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Crouch, Davis of Pennsylvania, Deno- 


» having been appointed an inspector of | yelles, Desha, Earle, Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont 
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Fisk of New York, Forney, Franklin, Gholson, Glas- 


gow, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hub- 
bard, , Irving, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Moore, Murfree, New- 
ton, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Sage, Seybe 








Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, Inger- 
soll, Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of entucky 
Kennedy, Kent of Maryl’d, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, 
McKim, Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby 
Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 


rt, | of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Sage, Sey- 


Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Tannehill, Telfair, | bert, Sharp, Smith of Pensylvania, Tannehill, Telfair, 
a Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and | Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Yancey. 
ancey. | 


Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, moved further to 
amend the said fifth section of the bill, by insert- 
ing, after the words “ officers shall,” the follow- 
ing words: “give bonds with securities to the 
satisfaction of the collectors appointing them, for 
the true and faithful execution of their office, and ;” 
~which motion was determined in the negative. 

The sixth section of the bill is as follows: 


Sxc.6. And be it further enacted, That any collect- 
or, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector, when proceed- 
ing to make any search or seizure, authorized by this 
act, be and is hereby empowered to command any 
person who shall be present, to aid and assist such offi- 
cer in the discharge and performance of his duty there- 
in; and if any person, being so commanded, shall 
neglect or refuse to aid and assist such officer in mak- 
ing such search or seizure, the person so neglecting or 
refusing shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding two 
hundred dollars, and not less than fifty dollars. And 
such officer may also demand, in cases where it may 
become necessary, the assistance of the marshal of the 
district, or any of his deputies, who shall call upon the 
posse of the district, if necessary, in his or their judg- 
ment, to render effectual the execution of this act; and 
all citizens or inhabitants of the district, above the age 
of eighteen years, and able to travel, who refuse or 
neglect, on proper notice from the marshal, or any of 
his deputies, to join such posse, shall be considered 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and be liable to be fined in 
any sum not exceeding three hundred dollars, and be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding three months. 


A motion was made by Mr. Srocxton, to 
amend the said section, by inserting the word 
“if” after the words “enacted that;” by insert- 
ing after the word “inspector,” where it first oc- 
curs, the words “shall be resisted or obstructed ;” 
and by inserting after the word “act,” where it 
occurs the first time, the words “he shall.” This 
motion was determined in the negative—yeas 50, 
nays 78, as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, 
Caperton, Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, rr 
Davenport, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hen- 
derson, Howell, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, 
Lovett, Markell, Miller, Moseley, Pickering, Pitkin, 
Potter, John Reed, Ruggles, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slay- 
maker, Smith of N. York, Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, 
Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Brown, Bur- 
well, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, 
Clendenin, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, Earle, Evans, 
Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Forsyth, Gholson, Glasgow, Gourdin, Griffin, 


Mr. Srockron moved to amend the eighth 
section of the bill, by striking out these words: 
“try and determine the facts and the law in such 
action in the manner as if the same had been 
there originally commenced, the judgment in such 
case notwithstanding ;” and to insert, “reverse 
or affirm the said judgment, according to law.” 
Which motion was determined in the negative— 
yeas 52, nays 71, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Gaston, Gros- 
venor, Hale, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of 
Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Miller, 
Moseley, Nelson, Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, Ruggles, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, 
Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, and 
Wilson of Massachusetts. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, 
Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Chappell, Clendenin, Con- 
ard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Evans, Farrow, Find- 
ley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, 
Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hub- 
bard, Humphreys, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, John- 
son, of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Moore, Newton, Orms- 
by, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, 
Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Tanne- 
hill, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
Yancey. 


A motion was made by Mr. Kina, of Massa- 
chusetts, to strike out the ninth section of the 
bill, and, in lieu thereof, to insert the following: 


And be it further enacted, That, if any officer or 
other person, executing or aiding or assisting in any 
seizure under this act, shall be sued or molested for 
anything done in virtue of the powers given by this act, 
or by virtue of a warrant granted by any judge or jus- 
tice, Y pera to law, such officer or other person may 
plead the general issue, and give this act and the spe- 
cial matter in evidence ; and if in such suit the plaintiff 
is nonsuited, or judgment passed against him, the de- 
fendant shall recover double costs. And when any 
prosecution shall be commenced on account of any 
seizure under this act, and judgment shall be given for 
the claimant or claimants, if it shall appear to the court 
before whom such prosecution shall be tried that there 
was reasonable cause of seizure, the said court shall 
cause a proper certificate of entry to be made thereof, 
and in such case the claimant or claimants shall not 
be entitled to costs, nor shall the person who made the 
seizure, or the prosecutor, be liable to action, suit, or 
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judgment, on account of such seizure and prosecution : 
Provided, That the property or articles seized and held 


by the tor or person making the seizure, be, 
after j nt, forthwith returned to such claimant or 
claimants, his, her, or their agent or agents: And pro- 
vided, That no action or prosecution shall be main- 
tained in any case under this act, unless the same shall 
have been commenced within one year next after the 
penalty or forfeiture was incurred. 

And the question being taken, it was determined 
in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Kine, of Massa- 
chusetts, to strike out the twelfth section of the 
said bill, which is as follows: 

Sxc. 12. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, or such 
other person as he shall have empowered for that pur- 
pose, to employ, under proper instructions to be by him 
given, such part of the land and naval forces of the 
United States, or of the militia thereof, as shall be 
judged necessary, for the purpose of aiding and co-op- 
erating with the officers of the customs, and all other 
civil magistrates, in seizing and securing persons en- 
gaged, or suspected from probable cause as aforesaid 
to be engaged, in unlawful trade or intercourse with 
the enemy as aforesaid, together with the articles or sup- 
plies, or vessels, boats, vehicles, or animals, employed 
as aforesaid, in such trade or intercourse. 


And the question being taken, it was determined 
in the negative—yeas 37, nays 69, as follows: 

Yxeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, Cham- 

ion, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Gaston, Grosvenor, 

ale, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Miller, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
Ruggles, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wilcox, and 
Wilson of Massachusetts. 

Naxys—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ar- 
cher, Avery, Barbour, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Butler, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clendenin, 
Clopton, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Desha, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingham, 
Irving, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Moore, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 
gold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Strong, Tannehill, Udree, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the bill as follows : 

Section 1, line 8. After the word “duty,” insert “the 
payment thereof intended to be evaded.” 

Section 3, lines 8 and 9. Strike out the words “or 
of which they may be in possession.” 
Section 4, line 22. After the word “ building,” in- 


sert “in day-time only.” 

Section 8, line 28. Strike out the words “ now pend- 
ing or.” 

And the question being taken on the said amend- 
ments, it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Witson. of Massachusetts, moved to add 


Intercourse with the Enemy. 
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to the third section the following words: “or for 
the use of any citizen residing within the limits 
of the United States.” Which motion was de- 
termined in the negative. 

It appearing about this time, owing to the retire- 
ment of a number of the members of the House, 
that a quorum was not present, a motion was 
made for a call of the House. 

Mr. Grosvenor contended that one day’s no- 
tice was necessary to a call of the House. The 
Chair decided such notice was not necessary- 
Mr. Grosvenor appealed from this decision, 
which the House affirmed. 


The call of the House then took place, when 
it appeared that the following members were 
present: 

Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Butler, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clende- 
nin, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, 
Duvall, Earle, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Halli, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Hulbert, Ingham, Irving, Jack- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Lef- 
ferts, Lovett, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Miller, Moore, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, 
John Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Strong, Sturges, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Udree, Vose, Ward of New Jersey, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wood, and 
Yancey—92. 

The doors of the House were then closed, ac- 
cording tothe rules of the House, and ingress 
and egress forbidden, but not before two or three 
other members had come in. 


Some difficulty arose as to the course now pro- 
per to be pursued as to compelling the attendance 
of absentees, &c. At length, on motion of Mr. 
YAnceY, it was ordered that all further proceed- 
ings on the call be suspended ; and the bill, which 
had been all day under debate, was then ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading without a di- 
vision—a sufficient number not rising to support 
the motion of Mr, Miuver, for the yeas and nays. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ for the relief of 
William Gamble,” in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House: They have agreed to the 
conference asked by this House, on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the amendments 
depending to the bill “to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on household furniture, on horses kept exclu- 
sively for the saddle or carriage, and on gold and 
silver watches,” and have appointed managers on 
their part. They ask a conference on the disa- 
greeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
ments depending between the two Houses to the 
bill “to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining 
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the public credit, by laying duties on various 
goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured 
within the United States,” to which conference 
they have appointed managers un their part. 





Fripay, January 6. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ supplementary 
to the act, entitled “An act providing for the in- 
demnification of certain claimants of public lands 
in the Mississippi Territory ;” in which they ask 
the concurrence of this House. 

The said bill was read twice, and referred to 
the committee appointed on the letter on the same 
subject from the acting Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General. 

Another message from the Senate informed 
the House that the Senate ask a conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment depending to the bill “ to provide ad- 
ditional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on various goods, wares, and 
merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States;” to which conference they have appointed 
managers on their part. 

Resolved, That this House agree to the confer- 
ence asked by the Senate oa the bill last men- 
tioned, and that Mr. Erres, Mr. Fisk of New 
York, and Mr. Oakvey, be the managers at the 
said conference on the part of this House. 

The bill from the Senate, “for the relief of 
William Gamble,” was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Fisk, from the managers appointed by the 
House to attend a conference with the managers 
pm: nape by the Senate, on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments depending 
to the bill “to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying duties on house- 
hold furniture, on horses kept exclusively for the 
saddle or carriage, and on gold and silver watches,” 
made a report; which was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House do recede from their 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate, 
so far as the same relate to the duty on horses 
kept exclusively for the saddle or carriage, and 
that they also recede from their disagreement to 
the amendment to the fifth section, and that they 
do agree to the amendments therein specified. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. McKes, from the select committee to whom 
was recommitied the bill from the Senate to in- 
corporate the subscribers to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States of America, reported sundry amend- 
ments thereto; which were read. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Rosertson 
to lay the report on the tabie for one day, that it 
might be printed for the more particular informa- 
tion of the members; which motion was nega- 
tived, ayes 36. 
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Mr. McKee explained, briefly, the nature anq 
amount of the amendments now proposed to the 
bill. The first principle introduced into the pill, 
he said, was a reduction of the capital stock from 
fifty to thirty millions; such capital to be com- 
posed of five millions in specie, fifteen millions 
in Treasury notes, ten millions in stock of the 
United States created since the declaration of the 
war. The capital to be subseribable in shares of 
one hundred instead of five hundred each. The 
payments of the subscription to be so apportioned 
that two-fifths of the amount of the capital should 
be paid in at the time of subscribing. This would 
bring at once into the bank, $ 1,666,000 in specie, 
and the residue in Treasury notes and _ stock, 
amounting to twelve millions in the whole. There 
was every reason to believe that this payment 
could be made, at the time of subscription, to the 
full amount proposed ; if so, the bank could forth- 
with go into operation, and its capital would not 
remain inactive, as a part of it must do if a less 
amount were payable at the time of subscription. 
The principle requiring the bank to make a loan 
of thirty millions to the Government to be stricken 
out, and the provision respecting the suspension 
of payments in specie, which appeared to be in- 
separably connected with the compulsory loan, 
to be also stricken out. The immediate aid which 
the plan would afford to the Government, in addi- 
tion to the establishment of a circulating medium 
of undoubted credit, would be in the issue and 
free circulation of fifteen millions of Treasury 
notes and the relief to the stock market by the 
abstraction from it of ten millions to be subscribed 
in the stock of the bank. The bank thus to be 
established was predicated on the idea of a specie 
bank, on which priociple alone must forever rest 
a sound circulating medium. There was no dan- 
ger, as had been frequently observed, but, without 
a requisition to that effect in its charter, the bank 
would, for its own interests, afford to the Govern- 
ment every assistance and accommodation in its 
power. A right was also reserved to the Govern- 
ment to subscribe on its own behalf and for its 
benefit, whenever Congress shall authorize it by 
law, five millions to the stock of the bank, pay- 
able in certificates of stock bearing an interest of 
four percentum. This stock it might sell at great 
advantage, even during the present year, if the 
bank went successfully into operation. 

The amendments to the first section having 
been stated, and the question being proposed to 
the House on that amendment which reduces the 
proposed capital from fifty to thirty millions of 
dollars— 

Mr. Texrair, of Georgia, being desirous of fix- 
ing the capital of the bank at forty millions, as a 
proper medium, said he should vote against this 
amendment, and briefly assigned his reasons for 
so doing. 

Mr. Hawexins, of Kentucky, stated the reasons 
why he should vote against this amendment, 
though willing to make what he deemed reason- 
able concession to those who differed from him. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, made a few observa- 
tions, principally expressive of a hope that this 
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, — 
question would be decided with as little debate 


s ible. 

7 tir. Tayior explained at some length the rea- 
sons, which had induced him, as a last effort to 
relieve the finances of the country by the estab- 
lishment of a bank, to consent to this report, em- 
bracing a compromise of his own opinions. He 
spoke at some length in explanation of the pro- 
visions of this bill, and of the advantage which it 
held forth to the public interest, &c. 

Mr. Forsytn briefly stated the grounds on 
which he was opposed to the report of the com- 
mittee, and preferred the bill in its present shape. 
If the amendments prevailed, he contended that 
the will of the majority would in fact be de- 
feated, and a bill passed on a plan, of which the 
majority had already expressed their decided dis- 
approbation. 

Mr. McKee spoke at some length in defence of 
the report, and to show its superiority to the pres- 
ent features of the bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL explained briefly why, although 
entertaining a decided preference for the bill, as 
it now stood, he should vote for the report of the 
committee in all its parts; because, being the re- 
sult of a compromise, if it were not accepted, he 
feared no National Bank would be established— 
a measure which he deemed at this moment abso- 
lutely indispensable. 

Mr. Yancey said he should give the report his 
decided support, and regretted that any of his 
friends should act differently. He considered 
the proposed amendments highly expedient, and, 
withal, that, if they were not adopted, no bank 
could be established at this session. 

Mr. Pirxin, in a speech of some length, ex- 
plained the reasons why he had been induced to 
compromise a part of his own opinions, in agree- 
ing to this report, to which he had acceded with 
some reluctance, and for the success of which he 
did not consider himself responsible. Being wil- 
ling to lend his aid to extricate the Government 
from its present financial difficulties, he had 
agreed to this report, which however he believed 
embraced much too extensive a scale for the pro- 
posed institution. He went into an examination 
at some length of the principles of banking, prin- 
cipally to show that a forced loan would be de- 
structive to the ability or prospects of any bank. 

Mr. Forsyru replied at some length to some 
of the objections which had been made to the bill 
as it now stands, and in vindication of his own 
opinion ; and 

Mr. Pearson added a few words of explana- 
tion in reply to a part of Mr. Forsytna’s speech. 

The question being taken, after nearly two 
hours debate, on the first amendment reported by 
the select committee, was decided as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Bar- 
bour, Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Bines, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clark, 
Clendenin, Clopton, Comstock, Cox, Crawford, Creigh- 
ton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, 
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Duvall, Earle, Ely, Evans, Farrow, Findley, Forney, 
Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, Grosvenor, Hanson, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Humphreys, 
Hulbert, Ingersoll, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of Massachusetts, King 
of North Carolina, Law, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, 
McKee, McKim, Mcl.ean, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Moseley, Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Pickens, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Tanne- 
hill, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea- 
ton, White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, Winter, Wood and Yancey—129. 

Nays—Messrs. Alston, Brown, Caldwell, Conard, 
Denoyelles, Eppes, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Ingham, Irwin, Kil- 
bourn, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, Murfree, Nelson, 
Parker, Ringgold, Roane, Sevier, Telfair, and Wilson 
of Pennsylvania—31. 


The other amendments, as indicated above in 
Mr. McKee’s remarks, were then all agreed to— 
among them being an amendment to postpone 
the opening of the books of subscription to the last 
instead of the second Monday in February. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gastown further to 
amend the bill, by striking out that part of the 
amendment describing the (war) stock which 
shall be subscribable to the bank, aad inserting in 
lieu thereof, “or in any of the public debt of the 
‘United States drawing an accruing interest of 
‘six per centum per annum, contracted or to be 
‘contracted by virtue of any act of Congress ;” 
which motion was negatived. 

The bill as amended was then ordered, without 
a division, to be read a third time to-morrow. 





Satourpay, January 7. 

Mr. Fisk of New York, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief 
of John Brahany ; which was read, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Oakey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate “ supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act providing for 
the indemnification of certain claimants of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory,” reported the 
same with amendments; which were committed 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill * to author- 
ize the President of the United States to accept 
the services of volunteers who may organize them- 
selves, and offer their services to the Government 
of the United States,” with amendments; in 
which they ask the concurrence of this House. 

The engrossed bill to prevent intercourse with 
the enemy having been read through— 

Mr. Oaxcey, of New York, moved to lay the 
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bill on the table, to take up the Bank bill, the 

ssage of which he feared might be too long de- 
ayed by the discussion which might arise on 
the bill just read. This motion was supported 
by Mr. Yanoey and Mr. Incerso ut. 

The motion was opposed by Messrs. Fisx of 
New York, Fisk of Vermont, and Ruea, on 
the ground that the speedy passage of the 
bill just read, was required by the interest and 
honor of the nation, to arrest the supplies to the 
enemy, and the loss of duties on smu gled goous, 
which our revenue officers now could not, dare 
not, attempt to seize. 

The motion to lay the bill on the table prevail- 
ed, ayes 83. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The engrossed amendments to the bill from the 
Senate “to incorporate the Bank of the United 
States of America,” were then read, and the ques- 
tion stated, “ Shall this bill pass, as amended ?” 
and the yeas and nays thereon having been re- 
quired by Mr. Sranrorp— 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, rose to assign the 
reasons which now influenced him to vote against 
this bill. His objections were, to the reduction 
of the capital, and to the omission of what had 
been miscailed the forced loan feature of the bill, 
which he considered one of the best. The bill, 
before it was amended, would, he said, have af- 
forded to the Government a benefit to the amount 
of twen!y millions, but now would not afford to 
it a greater bonus than three millions. He ob- 
jected to the amendments which had taken from 
the bill the control which the Government ought 
to have over it, and would throw the Govern- 
ment and the moneyed resources of the nation 
into the power of its political adversaries. There 
were also other features of the bill to which he 
objected ; so strongly, upon the whole, that he 
would not vote for the bill. 

Mr. Hanson, of Maryland, expressed his regret 
to see any impediment thrown in the way of the 
bill. He expressed all the satisfaction he felt at 
being able on this occasion to redeem his pledge 
to cv-operate with the majority, in any measure 
which he could hope or believe would be benefi- 
cial tothe nation. This bill, in its present shape, 
he remarked, was the result of a compromise pro- 
duced by mutual and magnanimous concessions, 
and at a period like this, of bitter political ani- 
mosity, concessions reflecting equal honor on 
both sides of the House. 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, assigned, at 
some length, the reason why he should vote against 
the bill. He expressed, in a feeling manner, his 
regret at being compelled to vote, on this occa- 
sion, against so many of those with whom he 
had heretofore acted in opposition to the mea- 
sures of this Administration. His objections were 
more to the time when and purposes for which a 
bank is to be established, than to the features of 
this bill, to some of which he objected. He de- 
nied that it could bea specie bank, or that the 
bank would ever be able to get a million of its 
notes intocirculation. The Government relying 


upon it would be disappointed, and ruin soon 
stare them in the face. He denied the operation 
upon himself of the argument that this was a 
lesser evil than what might be substituted for jr 
if it did not yp He would not, he said, em- 
brace this evil in order to avoid a greater which 
might not happen; he would never, he said, 
adopt a principle looking towards that which 
imports that the end may justify the means. 

r. Tevrair, of Georgia, stated the reasons 
why, although he decidedly approved of the bill 
which had been first before the House, he should 
yet vote for this bill. He was seriously convinc- 
ed, he said, that under the present embarrass- 
ment of our circulating medium, and of the fiscal 
concerns of the nation, that a bank was indis- 
pensable ; and, though the system now before 
the House was one, the details of which he could 
not approve, he would vote for it as a last resort. 
He frankly intimated his hope that the other 
House would propose some modification of the 
amendments of this House, that would render 
the compromise of opinion more equitable than 
as it now stood. Mr. T. went into a general ex- 
amination of the principles and history of bank- 
ing, principally to show that banks founded on 
the credit of Governments and on public stocks 
had not been as generally unsuccessful as had 
been contended ; ard he then compared the pre- 
sent system with that which came from the 
Senate, to the latter of which he gave a decided 
preference. 

Mr. Incuam, of Pennsylvania, believed, he said, 
a National Bank to be essentially necessary to 
give relief to the present embarrassed state of 
things. Believing this bill would contribute in 
some degree to relieve the national wants, it 
would receive his vote, though reluctantly ; and 
he wished it to be distinetly understood, that in- 
stead of its being a preferred measure, he consid- 
ered the first bill as more efficient and calculated 
to give the Government all it wanted. The vote 
of the House this day, he said, would be no test 
of the excellence of this system, or even of the 
approbation of it by the House—the question be- 
ing whether the House would take this or no 
bank. Mr. I. made a statement of the compara- 
tive advantages and disadvantages of the two 
plans, giving the decided superiority to the origi- 


—— 
he question on the final passage of this bill 
was then decided—yeas 120, nays 38, as follows: 
Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Bar- 
nett, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bines, Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham, Brown, Butler, Caperton, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Champion, Chappell, Cilley, Clark, 
Clendenin, Comstock, Conard, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, 
Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Duvall, Earle, 
Ely, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Forney, For- 
syth, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, Hale, Hanson, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Henderson, Hopkins 
of Kentucky, Howell, Hungerford, Hulbert, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New 
York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, 
King of North Carolina, Lefferts , Lovett, Lowndes, 
Markell, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgom- 
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, Moore, Moseley, Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pick 
, Pickens, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennes- 
see, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schure- 
man, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, 
Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylva- 
nia, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea- 
ton, White, Williams, Winter, Wood, and Yancey. 
Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Boyd, 
Bradbury, Burwell, Clopton, Crawford, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Ep Evans, Fisk of New York, Franklin, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hubbard, Hum- 
phreys, Irwin, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, 
Lyle, Macon, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Parker, 
Roane, Seybert, Stanford, Strong, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Wilson of Pennsylvania. 


So the bill was passed. 
TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. Law, of Connecticut, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the several laws authorizing the issuing of Trea- 
sury notes, in such manner as to make them receivable 
in payment in all cases of fines, forfeitures, penalties, 
and executions, which may accrue, be due or owing 
to the United States; and also, to extend the said laws 
so as to make Treasury notes receivable in payment 
for taxes due to the United States from any number 
of persons who may unite for that purpose, and report 
thereon. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, desired to know the 
object of this motion. It appeared to him, on 
the first view, that it would introduce a specula- 
tion in the Government paper, immoral in itself, 
and injurious to the public credit. Every indi- 
vidual was by existing laws authorized to pay 
his particular taxes in Treasury notes. 

Mr. Law said, his object was not to encourage 
speculation, but to enable the people to pay their 
taxes upon an equal footing. At present, if several 
persons having taxes to pay can make up the 
precise amount they owe in Treasury notes, the 
collectors will not receive them, alleging that 
they are so instructed by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. Treasury notes were not now issued of 
apy denomination less than twenty dollars; and 
yet, if two persons owing ten dollars each, ten- 
dered such a note in payment, the collector would 
not receive it. The consequence of which is, 
that such persons have to procure specie to pay 

their taxes, nothing else being receivable. He 
had, therefore, thought it would be advisable that 
the Committee of Ways and Means should in- 
quire into the subject. 

Mr. BigeLow, of Massachusetts, confirmed the 
statement of Mr. Law, having received, as he 
said, several letters from his district of the same 
import. He had understood that the Secretary 
of the Treasury complained that all the taxes 
were paid in Treasury notes. He knew not how 
that could be,as he knew that most of the taxes, 
in his district at least, were paid in other money ; 


Treasury Notes. 





unless that the collectors receive the taxes in 
ood money, and instead of paying it into the 
reasury, make use of it to buy in Treasury 
notes at a discount to pay into the Treasury, and 
make a profit from the difference. 

Mr. Hawkins, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the motion so as to strike out that part of it au- 
thorizing associations for paying taxes in Treas- 
ury notes. He stated his knowledge of the fact, 
that the Treasury Department had it in contem- 
plation to issue notes of a smaller denomination 
than those now in circulation, which would ob- 
viate altogether the difficulty the gentleman de- 
sired to remedy. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. Porrer, 
Bay.iges, and Law. 

Mr. Fisx, of New York, moved to lay the re- 
solve on the table; which motion was supported 
by Mr. Eppes, and agreed to, 61 to 56. 





| Monpay, January 9. 


Mr. INGERSOLL presented a petition of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Philadel- 
phia, praying for he pe e of a law establishing 
an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States.—Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to establish an uniform 
system of Bankruptcy throughout the United 
States. 

Mr. Lattimore presented a petition of the 
Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, praying 
that a law may be passed authorizing the appoiat- 
ment of an additional Judge for that part of the 
Territory which lies east of Pearl river.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Easton, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire, if any, what, fur- 
ther provisions, by law, are expedient to be made 
for ratifying the unconfirmed claims to land in 
the Territory of Missouri, and to provide for 
their location. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire, if any, what, al- 
terations or amendments are necessary to be made 
in the act, entitled “An act for the final adjust- 
ment of land titles in the State of Louisiana and 
Territory of Missouri.” 

On motion of Mr. Forsyru, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Revisal and 
Unfinished Business be, and they are hereby, in- 
structed to report tothis House a bill tocontinue in 
force the act “ declaring the consent of Congress to 
an act of the Legislature of Georgia, passed on the 
13th of December, 1804, establishing the fees of 
the harbor master and health officer of the ports 
of Savannah and St. Mary’s,” being a part of the 
unfinished business of the last session of Con- 
gress. 

On motion of Mr. Kitzovurn, 

Resolved, That the resolution and petition of 
the Legislature of the Illinois Territory, relating 
to the protection of the Northwestern frontier, 
and sundry memorials of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States west of the Alleghany mountains, upon 
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the same subject, which were presented to this 
House at the last session and referred, be again 
referred to the committee having that subject 
under consideration. 

Mr. Yancey reported a bill for the relief of 
Joseph Perkins; which was read twice and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill “to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to accept the services of volunteers 
who may associate and organize themselves, and 
offer their services to the Government of the 
United States,” were read, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ authorizing 
the President of the United States to cause to be 
built, equipped, and employed, one or more float- 
ing batteries, for the defence of the waters of the 
United States ;” in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The bill for the relief of Schultz and Vogeler 
and others, passed through a Committee of the 
Whole, and was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the relief of James Doyle; the bill 
for the relief of William H. Washington; and 
the bill for the relief of William Robinson and 
others, severally passed through Committees of 
the Whole and were ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

A bill for quitting and adjusting claims to land 
in the Mississippi Territory occupied the remain- 
der of the day; and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again thereon. 


THE NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. WiiuiaM Reep, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the 18th of March last, to inquire 
whether any, and, if any what, means of re- 
trenchment and economy, and of reform in the 
general management, and of extension and effi- 
ciency in the Naval Establishment, may be prac- 
ticable and expedient, made a detailed report; 
which was read, and is as follows: 


That, having considered the several important sub- 
jects referred to them, they do not deem it useful to 
exhibit to the House a detail of the various abuses 
which have prevailed in the Naval Establishment. 
Such a detail, though it might lead to the detection of 
individual delinquents, would not afford redress for 
former abuses or prevent their repetition; for it was 
obvious to your committee that these abuses were 
either sanctioned by the forms of law, or, for the want 
of adequate provisions and penalties in the law, must 
remain unpunished. After having examined and 
availed themselves of the labors of their predecessors 
in their investigations, madé under the direction of 
this House, and referred to this committee, they have 
concluded that it is unnecessary and unprofitable fur- 
ther to extend that investigation, and that it would be 
more satisfactory to the House, and more promotive 
of the object of their appointment, to limit their ef- 
forts to “a reform in the general management of this 
establishment.” Under a full conviction that the ex- 
perience of this war has already satisfied the most 
scrupulous of the ability of this country to create 


and equip a naval force, competent not only to the 
defence of our extensive maritime frontier, but also for 
the great annoyance of a foreign enemy; and that 
such a force is now equally demanded by every sec. 
tion of our country, as indispensable for its security ; 
the committee have likewise deemed it unnecessary 
to go into an argument to show the propriety of be. 
stowing upon this branch of our national force, that 
measure of increase and support which its brilliant ex. 
ploits on the ocean and on the lakes, and its efficiency 
in annoying the trade of the enemy, during this war, 
under all the abuses to which it has been exposed, 
have shown, should only be limited by our means. 
The opinion that has existed from the first establish. 
ment of this Department, and been declared success- 
ively by almost every Secretary, that the duties incum- 
bent on them were greater and more diversified than 
the most capable and Jaborious could discharge, with 
honor to himself and justice to the nation, led the 
committee to an examination of the system as now 
established, and the abuses that resulted from it. In 
prosecution of this examination, especially on that 
part which applies to the detail of service, they have 
rincipally relied on the information derived from the 
intelligent and experienced officers of the Navy, whom 
they have always found ready and desirous of giving 
all the information in their power. By the information 
obtained from this and other sources, the committee are 
convinced that most, if not all the abuses complained 
of are attributable to three distinct causes : 


First. The excessive and laborious duties of the 
Secretary. 

Second. The want of sufficient checks upon, and the 
consequent irresponsibility of, subordinate agents. 

Third. The great latitude allowed commanders in 
altering, repairing, and furnishing their ships. 

It is presumed to be unnecessary to offer to the 
House any further evidence of this statement than is 
contained in the following extract from the report of 

| the late Secretary of the Navy, made to the Senate of 
the United States on the 14th November last : 

“ But regulations, however correct and adequate to 
the end, become nugatory or worse, unless the authori- 
ty and the means are co-extensive and competent to 
enforce the execution or punish the violation thereof. 
This may account for the non-existence of many 
wholesome regulations in the civil administration of 
the Navy of the United States, and for the imperfect 
execution of those which exist. Breaches of the lat- 
ter too frequently escape with impunity, from the 
impossibility of the Head of the Department taking 
cognizance of all the multifarious concerns of the 
establishment.” 


Great and obvious as the defects in this establish- 
ment are by all confessed to be, the committee have 
felt no little anxiety as to the best mode of correcting 
them. Desirous equally of avoiding the opposite er- 
rors, of rashly changing from one system to another 
without an attempt to correct known abuses, or load- 
ing it with formal but inefficient appendages, which 
more frequently encumber than relieve, or give energy 
to its operations ; and concurring in the opinion ex- 
pressed by the late Secretary, in the report before re- 
ferred to, that a board, composed of intelligent and 
experienced officers, in aid of the executive of this 
Department, would most effectually accomplish this 
object, and if properly organized, avoid the dangers 
from too great innovation on one hand and _ineflici- 
ency on the other, they directed a copy of this report 
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to be forwarded to every captain in the Navy of the | Navy preparing the rules and regulations for conduct- 
United States, with the annexed circular, marked A. | ing the business of the naval constructor’s department, 
From the answers thereto, which invariably approve | that that duty be assigned to the board of inspectors, 
the general design, it was thought unnecessary to pub- | who would always be professional men, and thereby 
lish more than those which contained particular obser- | judges of the matter. And it might happen that the 
vations upon the plan submitted. These are annexed, | Secretary of the Navy would not be a nautical char- 
numbered 1 to 8. acter, 
From these materials, collected from intelligent and | 3d. The respective duties, designated in five classes, 
ical sources, the committee have endeavored to di- | it appears to me would be much better conducted un- 
gest a plan which, they unanimously believe, if adopt- | der the general direction of the board than could be 
ed, will immediately correct many of the abuses com- | done under the separate direction of the respective 
plained of, and lay the foundation of an improved | members, inasmuch as the greater part of the duties 
stem for the management of this Department. They, | detailed therein are specified in the general duties of 
therefore, beg leave to recommend the adoption of the | the board, and the whole are placed under its control 3 
two bills accompanying this report. and more especially as a considerable part would re- 
quire, for the public interest, the united talents of the 
board. And should it be found, from experience, 
which is the only test, that a select distribution of du- 
ties ought to be made among the members of the board, 
with due deference I suggest that the board would 
be enabled, from actual experiment, to recommend the 
best classification of duties for such inspector. A 
system so complicated and extensive as a perfect or- 
ganization of the civil department of the navy cannot 
be expected, even under the direction of the best 
talents, to be the work of a day. But the want of 
some uniform system in the Naval Department of our 
country has evidently manifested itself; and the adop- 
tion of the general principles for such a system, as 
recommended by the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
I doubt not would be attended with the most favor- 
able result. 































A.—[Circular.]} 


Wasaineton, Nov. 17, 1814. 

Sin: Lam directed, by the committee appointed un- 
der a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
adopted on the 15th of March last, “ authorizing and 
directing an inquiry into the expediency and practica- 
bility of reform in the Naval Department of the Uni- 
ted States,” to forward for your examination a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy to the Senate of the 
United States’ of the 18th, communicating his views 
and plans for effecting this object ; and to request you 
to favor the committee with your opinion of the plan 
proposed by the Secretary, and to suggest such addi- 
tions and alterations as shall appear to you necessary 
for attaining this desirable object. 


With respect I am, sir, your very obedient servant. WM. BAINBRIDGE. 








No. 1. 

Observations, submitted to the Naval Committee, on 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy to the Sen- 
ate of the nited States, dated the 15th November, 
1814, relative to the better organization of the Navy 
of the United States. 


I should, for the reasons which follow, recommend 
three instead of five Navy inspectors; that they be 
taken from the captains in the Navy; and that the 
officer of the oldest date of commission should preside. 
Ist. I believe that three inspectors are adequate to the 
performance of the duties contemplated, and this num- 
ber will be sufficient to form a quorum. If it should 
be said, that, by confining the board to the number of 
three, it might be rendered incompetent by the death 
or disability of a member, it may be replied, that, while 
the President has the power of supplying the deficiency 
from the captains in the Navy, this objection can have 
no force. 2d. I recommend the appointment of Navy 
officers in preference to gentlemen out of the Navy, 
who may be skilled in naval affairs, because, in a science 
in which, of all others, experience has set theory at de- 
fiance, practical men only should be allowed to act ; 
and I firmly believe the officers of the Navy, after 
many years of experience in the naval service and of 
constant reflection on the subject, are better qualified 
to execute the duties required than any other charac- 
ters. 3d. The officer whose commission is of the old- 
est date should preside, because, by such an arrange- 
ment, no offence could be given to individual feeling, 
and that union and harmony would be preserved which 
are so necessary to insure a co-operation of mind and 
action. 

2d. I should recommend the following alteration in 
the fourth section: Instead of the Secretary of the 


No. 2. 


Usirep States’ Frieare Constitution, 
Boston Harbor, November 26, 1814. 

Sir: I received the honor of your circular letter of 
the 17th instant, enclosing a report of the honorable 
Secretary of the Navy to the honorable Senate of the 
United States, relating to the organization of the Navy 
Department. You express a desire that the commit- 
tee may be possessed of my opinion of the plan pro- 
posed, and that I should suggest such additions and 
alterations as may appear to me necessary for attain- 
ing so desirable an object. 

It appears to me, sir, and is my opinion, that the 
plan proposed by the report will contribute towards the 
desired end, but I do not think it calculated to obtain 
the whole object pro by Congress. Viewing it 
as an auxiliary to the Navy Department, it will un- 
questionably facilitate the operations and relieve the 
officers of that Department from much of the detail 
duties, which all must be aware are too extensive and 
diversified for any one person to discharge with neces- 
sary and due attention. We must also be aware how 
difficult it is to change a system once begun, and 
whose basis is not established on the best foundation, 
though it should afterwards be found inadequate to 
the object. 

If we compare this new and young nation, rising in 
the Western hemisphere, and progressing towards a 
zenith of greatness which may cast a shade over some 
of the oldest and most enlightened nations of the East- 
ern, to a young man commencing life, with the expe- 
rience of his predecessors, whereby to regulate his 
conduct and economy, would not his error strike us 
forcibly, on observing him erecting temporary struc- 
ture after structure, instead of raising on solid founda- 
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tions the ground work of his future comfort and pros- 
perity, which would bid defiance to time, and could 
only be shaken by the general wreck of things! Pre- 
suming the Legislature wish to establish the marine of 
this country on the best possible foundation, and cal- 
culated to be conducted with the greatest economy in 
all its various branches, I do apprehend the plan sub- 
mitted will not be found to effect that object, and will 
fall far short of the end contemplated. 

Of the first section, it will only be necessary to re- 
mark, that it would be injudicious to destroy the de- 
partment, but highly essential to reorganize it. 

The second section provides five inspectors of the Navy, 
to form a sort of navy board, which will contribute no 
further than to relieve the department from some of 
the detail service, and sharing with it certain portions 
of the responsibility. The ae objection to a 
board of inspectors constituted as yp ane arises 
from its not combining the variety and necessary prac- 
tical knowledge and information among its members 
requisite on many important subjects that will come 
before them. 

The assigning to individuals of the board of inspec- 
tors (as contemplated by the third section) distinct 
control over, and responsibility for, specific portions of 
the service, can and will answer no purpose whatever, 

The provisions of the fourth section will be highly 
essential at all events. 

Section the fifth may or may not be requisite; in 
the latter case the office could at any time be created. 

Sections six and seven will only be requisite if the 
plan is adopted. 

As the principal features in the plan of the bill pro- 
posed are contained in the section providing the board 
of inspectors, it will only be necessary to remark, in 
support of my objection above, that the duties contem- 

lated to be assigned to this board would require, at 
east, one member in it conversant with each of the 
important branches of the establishment. ‘The draw- 
ing up all the rules and regulations for each branch of 
the service ; the examination of all the officers below 
the rank of masters commandant for appointments or 

romotion ; the adopting models, for vessels of war to 
be created from; the planning and arranging their 
internal apartments; the external equipment and arma- 
ment; the arranging the proper stores for a given time 
for each department ; the regulating dock yards, navy 
yards, foundries, é&c., demand the combined talents 
and ional experience of men conversant with 
the different professions. By referring to my letter of 
the 20th of January, 1813, to the honorable Langdon 
Cheves, you will observe by the plan of a board there 
gennees that I had those objects in view, and there- 

re constituted it of such characters and professions 
as are essential to give every subject submitted to them 
a fairand professional examination. The above duties 
comprise almost the whole economy of the establish- 
ment,and form a subject of the first importance to the 
nation. | 

With respect to the flotilla, it ought either to form 
@ part of the navy, and be subject to its rules, regula- 
tions, and economy, and be under the superintendence 
and control generally of the Navy Department and 
Navy Board, or else be entirely separated therefrom. 

One great source of expenditure and inconvenience 
to the naval service arises from the short enlistment of 
our seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, and the prin- 
cipal cause which would defeat any particular object 
or expedition of our marine, more so than any im- 
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agined deficiency of seamen. During part of our war 
ik Tripoli, the crews were enlisted only for one 
year; the consequence was, that a ship could scarcely 
arrive at her station, and have time to organize her 
crew, before she was obliged to return and discharge 
them. The term of enlistment now is two years; but 
such is the difficulty of getting men, for the small pay 
and bounty allowed, compared with what they can get 
in other service, and the ship is so long delayed in pro- 
curing her complement, that the times of one half expire 
before the crew is completed. The inducements given 
to fill the ranks of the Army being much greater than 
that of the Navy, many seamen have joined it; some, 
from necessity, have gone into foreign service, and are 
even navigating the commerce of the enemy ; many 
are in the private armed ships and privateers, owing 
to the exclusive advantages given them over the Navy. 
By this means the glory and maritime reputation of 
the nation is made to yield to the inglorious warfare 
of plunder, which deeply affects some individuals of 
the enemy, but makes only a small impression on the 
nation at large ; some are locked up in the prisons of 
our foe, who is aware of the short period of their enlist- 
ment, and is wary enough to detain them from ex- 
change until their term of service expires, when our 
Government can no longer command their services. 
The frequency of changing men from the ship they 
select to cruise in, to another, or into different service, 
such as the lakes and flotilla, contributes much to im- 
pede the recruiting service. When the above causes 
are considered, it is only wonderful that any men can 
be procured for our ships of war. The registering and 
classing of the seamen of the United States would ye 
duce much good, but the compulsory command of 
their services would produce much evil, and shouli 
only be resorted to in the most extreme necessity. 
None will serve so well as those who serve voluntarily. 
To this account may be placed much of our superiority 
over the British, which has hitherto baffled all their 
boasted advantages of experience, skill, and long 
practice. 

With respect to a naval academy, the best school 
for the instruction of youth in the profession is the 
deck of a ship, presuming that none would be offered 
or received into the service as midshipmen whose edu- 
cation had not been such as to fit them for officers, and 
calculated for gentlemen. To derive advantage from 
expenditure, and induce that corps of officers to pursue 
their profession, in time of peace, through private ser- 
vice, I would allow no half pay to midshipmen, except 
for such term as they can produce a journal of their 
voyages, and certificates of the master or owner of the 
vessel, countersigned by the collector of the port. By 
this means many will be induced to pursue that call- 
ing to acquire the essential knowledge of seamanship, 
the properties of different species of vessels, an acquaint: 
ance and familiarity with coasts, countries, and na- 
tions; a knowledge of their marine, commerce, and 
fortresses; the genius ofthe people, and their language; 
which would be essential to them as officers, and im- 
portant to the nation. It would enable them to form 
a true estimate of the requisite force for the attack o! 
any point, place, or object, and the seasons best calcu- 
lated for expeditions and enterprises, with the least 
hazard to themselves, when they should be called to 
execute the object, or plant the standard of our Union 
over the humbled foe. 


The love of country and patriotism of the seamen 
of the United States stand unrivalled, or only equalled 
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intrepidity and perseverance in commercial 
by om Sad teble valor in naval combat. We see 
them encountering all the horrors of the enemy’s 
isons, the privation of liberty and comfortable sup- 
port, in preference to bearing arms against their 
country: impressed (during a state of peace with us) 
on board the British ships of war, and, by oppression, 
to serve them against other enemies, they 
submitted with patience to their misfortune ; but, when 
they heard of the war with their own country, no in- 
ducement or force could prevail on them to take arms 
against her. Sir, the Navy looks up to the Govern- 
ment, with confidence, for its fostering care, and the 
nation trusts that they will place this important and 
essential national force on a systematic and solid 
foundation, that it may progress to maturity by gra- 
dual and regular augmentation. Although it may 
t to the enemies of our country a front too form- 
idable for them to penetrate, it never can be rendered 
a machine to menace the Constitution or liberties of 
our country; it will at all times strengthen the arm of 
Government, bind the Union together, protect our 
coast and harbors from blockade, menace, or insult, 
our commerce from plunder, and our citizens from the 
slavery and dungeons of Barbary. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient humble servant, 
CHARLES STEWART. 


No. 3. 


Navy Yarn, Porrsmovurna, Nov. 30, 1814. 

Sin: I have had the honor to receive your letter of 
the 17th instant, covering a letter from the honorable 
the Secretary of the Navy to the Senate of the United 
States, dated the 17th instant, communicating his 
views and plan of effecting a reform in the manage- 
ment of the Naval Department, and requesting my 
opinion thereon. 

I now beg leave to inform you that I have examined 
the letter, and am of opinion that the plans, generally, 
proposed by the honorable Secretary, are such as 
would, if carried into effect, go far towards effecting 
the object so much wished for, particularly as it re- 
spects the establishment of a Navy Board. It would 
be presumption in me to propose additions or altera- 
tions of a plan proposed by the honorable the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, with the knowledge he has of naval 
affairs, and the means he sesses of getting at the 
transactions of every branch of the establishment; I 
can, therefore, only say, in general terms, that I think 
the changes in the Navy Establishment, proposed by 
him, are such as will remedy many of the evils that 
now exist. If, however, it is not thought absolutely 
necessary to make the vroposed changes immediately, 
(and it would not be thought presumption in me,) I 
beg leave to suggest the idea of appointing, this ses- 
sion, the gentlemen that are to compose the Navy 
Board, and let them enter immediately on the duties 
of that office. They, together with the honorable the 
Secretary of the Navy, would, before the next meeting 
of Congress, be able to lay before the Senate a com- 
plete system for the reform of the establishment, found- 
ed on observation and facts taken from these gentle- 
men collectively, that may not be known or inquired 
into as individuals. If I dare give an opinion, these 
would be my sentiments. The board would have time 
to examine particularly into the establishment as it 
now is. They would be able, some of them, to visit 
the different naval establishments, and inform them- 
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selves of what improvements are necessary, and how 
far it will be expedient to occupy all the navy yards 
we now have, or, rather, whether it will not be ad- 
visable to fix on some two or three ishments, as 
being important ones, and only improve the others for 
temporary purposes, such as repairing ships, or giving 
them an outfit when they fall in, and cannot, without 
risk, get to the larger establishment. In short, a board 
appointed immediately, and commencing on the duty 
of the office, would, in my opinion, as I have before 


stated, lay before the Government a system, with 


such rules and regulations for the better government 
of our establishment, as cannot fail to meet their 
probation, and, I am sure, such as will save millions 
to the nation, if we are to have a navy of any mag- 
nitude. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, your 


obedient servant, 
ISAAC HULL. 
Hon. Wittiam Rexp, 
Chairman of the Naval Committee. 





No. 4. 


New York, December 1, 1814. 

Sir: Circumstances have prevented me from reply- 
ing, until now, to your letter accompanying the report 
of the Secretary of the Navy, on the subject of a new 
organization of that department. The objects of re- 
form contemplated in that report being those on which 
I had heretofore communicated my ideas, I shall merely 
remark, in compliance with your request, upon the 
only subject which remains, namely, the organization 
of one board of inspectors, as recommended by the 
Secretary. 

It appears to be the intention of that officer, that 
the board is to be so constituted as simply to exercise 
such powers as may be delegated to them by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and approved by the President of 
the United States, and that it is not to be located at 
the seat of Government. 

After having maturely considered the subject in 
every point of view that presented itself to my mind, 
it appears to me that the object contemplated would 
be attained much more effectually, by so constituting 
this board, that the Secretary of the Navy should be 
its presiding officer, and the members his counsellors, 
with whom he might and would be expected to con- 
sult, in all those affairs which they would be supposed, 
from their professional experience, to be better ac- 
quainted with than himself: I say better acquainted, 
because it is presumed that the Secretary will not, 
generally, be a person thoroughly versed in the details 
of the service. The members of the board thus con- 
stituted, might, in addition to the duties of counsellors, 
exercise the respective powers contemplated in the re- 
port, and as effectually execute the duties of inspectors 
and comptrollers of abuses as if they formed a separate 
and distinct establishment, placed in a central part of 
the United States, and having their separate districts 
particularly defined. 

By this arrangement, the Secre of the Navy 
might, at all times, and at the instant, have the advice 
of one or more competent officers, responsible for their 
counsel and conduct, and with whom he could at all 
times consult, without incurring the delay which 
would result from placing the board at a distance from 
its head. There is always an advantage in hearing 
and comparing the different opinions of experienced 
men on every subject. Letters must, of necessity, be 
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less particular and explanatory than verbal communi- 
cations, and it is much more easy to come at the 
whole truth by the latter medium. 

In short, sir, I can conceive no advantages that can 
result from placing this board in a central situation, 
that will counterbalance the probable disadvantages of 
the arrangement contemplated in the report of the Sec- 
retary. One principal object of this arrangement ape 
pears to me, ought to be to bring into the Department 
the experience and activity of a number of professional 
men, who should be at all times ready on the spot, to 
furnish either Congress or the Secretary with such in- 
formation as either might call for, and which their pro- 
fessional experience enable them to communicate. 

The board, with the exception of the Secretary of 
the Navy, should consist of naval officers exclusively, 
of a grade not inferior to Post Captains, and com 
of not more than three in number, as that would, I 
think, be fully competent to the discharge of all the 
duties required. A greater number might tend rather 
to embarrass and retard, and would take from the navy 
officers that, on some occasions, could not be spared 
from the service ; these officers to be selected by the 
President of the United States, and changed as he 
should find it expedient. The accountant and clerks 
of the Navy Department to remain, as heretofore, un- 
der the Secretary of the Navy, who should be the only 
disbursing officer of the board; the great duty of this 
board to consist in forming, arranging, and bringing 
into operation, a system of order and economy for the 
Navy, which would remedy the defects and abuses now 
existing in that Department. A board thus consti- 
tuted would, I feel satisfied, reduce the expenses of the 
establishment at least one-fourth. 

I am, with much respect, sir, &c. 
STEPHEN DECATUR. 
The above accords nan a our opinion. 


D. PORTER, 
L. WARRINGTON. 


No. 5. 
Navy Yarn, Brooxtrn, Dec. 6, 1814. 

Sir: In compliance with the request of the com- 
mittee appointed by the House of Representatives to 
inquire “into the expediency and practicability of re- 
form in the management of the Navy Department of 
the United States,” I have examined attentively the 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, which you did 
me the honor to transmit me; and my sentiments on 
the subjects it embraces, with such remarks as appear 
to me of weight, end applicable to those subjects, are 

ly submitted. 

In examining the plan proposed by the Secretary, I 
am at a loss to discover clearly his views of the duties 
and powers that are to remain with the Secretary of 
the Navy, after the board he has recommended is in 
full operation. I assume it is admitted that the duties 
and powers of that office are loosely defined now, and 
I consider it very important, if the office is continued 
with a board, that the extent of its operations should 
be clearly marked ; if this is done, I believe the officer 
holding must possess but a small share of power, and 
his duties be very limited, or he must combine in him- 
self the authority to direct and control the bvard in all 
eases. 

It will be considered scarcely worth while, I pre- 
sume, to retain it for unimportant purposes; but if it 
be clothed with the extensive powers alluded to, it ap- 
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pears to me that ill consequences may easily arise from 
it, because the judgment of an individual, who it does 
not appear must necessarily be conversant with naval 
affairs, may, and might, uently, be placed in com- 
petition with that of a board of five, who are selected 
expressly for their knowledge in those matters, and 
with power to reject, modify, or render useless their 
most important decisions. This power, I am persuad- 
ed, should be held by the President of the United States 
alone. 


It is true, I believe, that with special and limited au. 
thority vested by an act of Congress, which would 
clearly define the powers and duties of the office, some 
benefit might be derived from it. I am decidedly of 
opinion that the Navy should be represented in the 

abinet, if I may use the expression, and the office 
would most probably be of advantage for that purpose; 
but then, if there is a board created as recommended, 
it appears to me that the Secretary of the Navy should 
be more the advocate of that board than the controller 
of it; he might also be serviceable as the organ of 
communication between the President of the United 
States and the board, and between the latter and Con- 
gress, but there I think his labors should cease. 

He should have no absolute control, over either the 
civil or military department of the establishment. In 
the light, therefore, in which I view the subject, it is man- 
ifest to me that the benefits to be derived from the of- 
fice, limited as above stated, would be of little iimpor- 
tance, and could all be executed with equal advantage 
if it had no existence ; but if it is to exist, with all the 
qualities of a directing and controlling power, I am of 
opinion that the service would be much benefitted by 
the alteration of the second section proposed, so as to 
constitute a board of three, to be selected from the Cap- 
tains of the Navy, and located at the Seat of Govern- 
ment. These would, most probably, be competent to 
the discharge of all the duties that would devolve on a 
board of this nature, under any circumstances that 
could arise, until our navy is considerably increased, 
when, it is to be presumed, the number of members 
could be increased from the same materials. 


I am averse to the introduction of gentlemen into a 
board of this description, that have lived principally in 
the merchants’ service, who, however well they might 
be skilled in the duties devolving on mariners in gen- 
eral, cannot, I conceive, without distending the imagi- 
nation, be supposed to be acquainted with the ramifi- 
cations of a naval service, and who would, most prob- 
ably, from these circumstances, rather retard and em- 
barrass than be of advantage to it. If it is considered 
necessary to introduce other than naval officers in this 
board, I would greatly prefer their being selected from 
other classes of citizens, possessing sound judgment 
and extensive information, without regard to maritime 
qualifications. There are duties, perhaps, that would 
be allotted to a board of this nature, which gentlemen 
possessing those qualities could execute with advan- 
tage. 

On the proposition to authorize the President to ap- 
point a naval constructor, with assistants, I will only 
trouble the committee by observing, that an able naval 
architect could, I believe, be employed to advantage in 
the Department; but I am of opinion that more im- 
portance is proposed to be given to the office than 1s 
necessary or advisable, and this officer should be under 
the direction of the board. 

The appointment of a paymaster, as proposed, would 
not, as far as I am enabled to judge, be attended with 
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advantage to the service. It appears to me that a well 
regulated system to govern the pursers, which it should 
be the duties of the board to prescribe, and the account- 
ant’s office as it now exists, is all that is necessary on 


is subject. 

The establishment of a naval academy, as recom- 
mended, would unguestionably be productive of great 
advantage to the service. A well regulated establish- 
ment of this nature I consider to be much wanted. 

These comprise all the objects that the Secretary 
deems it necessary for the Legislature to provide. I 
am of opinion, however, that there would be advantages 
obtained by extending the law so as to define, as clearly 
as possible, the duties and powers of the board, and to 
designate the boundaries of the naval districts. 

All the regulations recommended I believe to be ne- 
cessary, and much wanted, but I am of opinion that 
the appointment of pursers had better be limited by 
law, and the distribution of the duties of the board 
would, most probably, be made with more advantage 
by the members of it. 

Upon the whole, it is my opinion that the duties 
and powers of the Secretary of the Navy, as they now 
exist, and all the duties and powers that it is necessary 
should be invested in a Navy Department, would be 
most advantageously settled in a board, to consist of 
five members and a secretary; one to be selected by 
the President, for his abilities as a statesman, who 
should preside at the board, and the remaining four to 
be selected by the same authority from the officers of 
the Navy. This plan would, I believe, combine all 
the qualities that are wanting to compose a Navy De- 
partment, fundamentally efficient for the administra- 
tion of a permanent and extensive naval establishment. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
SAMUEL EVANS. 
Hon. Wittram Reep, 
Chairman, Naval Committee. 





No. 6. 


Portsmourn, N. H., Dec. 9, 1814. 


Sir: Your circular of November 17th, covering a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Senate of 
the United States, I had the honor to receive a few 
days since. 

The appointment of a board for the assistance of the 
Secretary of the Navy has long been advocated by the 
different commanders in service, upon the presumption 
that, with their advice and assistance, the naval force 
might be rendered much more efficient, without an in- 

expense to the country. I should, however, 
sup three persons sufficient, at this time, for the 
performance of all the duties of such a board. I can- 
not but think that part of the plan, authorizing the 
President to appoint the presiding officer, as unneces- 
sary, or improper, since no other rule of precedence can 
be established among officers than that of rank. I 
should also presume, that the naval officers possess that 
information on general naval subjects, and the partic- 
ular details of service, which render them more pecu- 
liarly qualified for the duties of this board than persons 
pe attention has been generally devoted to other 
subjects. 
he different duties assigned to the particular mem- 
bers of the board, as classed by the Secretary, I should 
presume might be more advantageously distributed by 
the advice of the board itself, after its organization. 
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tended with many advantages. That of paymaster, I 
should think unnecessary at present. 

Anxious for the establishment of a board, composed 
of men whose vigilance and professional talents would 
enable them to discover and correct abuses ; to furnish 
all the information which might be required upon naval 
affairs; and to superintend the general police, and all 
those details of service which have hitherto necessa- 
rily interfered with the more important duties of the 
Secretary, I am particularly gratified that it has been 
officially recommended, at a time when the Legislature 
are endeavoring to discover and reform the existing 
abuses of the naval establishment. The advantages 
which will naturally result from it appear too obvious 
to require enumeration ; but not the least important 
would be the information they could soon furnish the 
honorable committee of naval reform, upon the differ- 
ent subjects of their present inquiries. 

With sincere respect, I have the honor, &c. 


C. MORRIS. 
Hon. Witi1am Rep, 
Chairman, Com. of Naval Reform, Washington. 





No. 7. 


Frieate Uniren States, Dec. 9, 1814. 

Sir: A few days since I had the honor to receive 
your circular of the 17th ultimo, enclosing a letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a report rela- 
tive to the better organization of the Department of 
the Navy of the United States. 

From long experience, and so far as my knowledge 
extends of naval transactions, and to naval regulations, 
it has been but too obvious that many imperfections 
have existed in the civil administration of our estab- 
lishment, and that the only and best method that can 
be devised to remove the evil, will be to select, by law, 
a naval board, to consist of three Post Captains, (or of 
a higher grade, if there should be such,) and that the 
Secretary of the Navy, where it may be deemed ne- 
cessary, in joint council to be the presiding officer. 
This board of inspection, if well selected, I am per- 
fectly satisfied will be enabled to give to our establish- 
ment a tone satisfactory in effect, and salutary in its 
operation. It will be to our navy its sheet anchor ; all 
points of duty will be equally made explicit by its sal- 
utary and well-defined regulations, and all untoward 
and unnecessary expenses, which have but too long 
continued to exist in our establishment, will, in a great 
measure, be brought to a final determination. When 
that object be obtained, the navy cannot do otherwise 
than progress, under the fostering care which, it is 
hoped, the Executive of the country will feel disposed 
to appreciate agreeably to its consequences. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN SHAW. 

Hon. Witt1aM Rep. 





No. 8. 
Navy Yarn, Wasarneron, Dec. 10, 1814. 


Sir: I have been honored with your letter of the 
26th ultimo, as Chairman of a committee of the House 
of Representatives, for “ inquiring into the expediency 
and practicability of a reform in the Naval Department 
of the United States; transmitting therewith a letter 
from the late “ Secretary of the Navy, of 15th Novem- 
ber, to the Senate, communicating his views and plans 
for effecting this object,” and requesting my opinion, 
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I have perused with attention the said “report” to 
the Senate, «nd now proceed to give you my opinion 
on the several parts thereof, as the nature of the sub- 
ject appears to me to require. 

It has been long evident to every experienced officer 
in our navy, and experience has made it known to the 
community at large, that no one man, (whatever his 
intellectual powers and endowments may be) is fully 
competent to execute the multiplicity of complex du- 
ties which have been incumbent on the Head of the 
Navy Department. 

Thus, then, another branch of power in that Depart- 
ment appears to have become indispensably necessary, 
and none so appropriate, in my opinion, as a board of 
three or more experienced, practical, professional men. 

Whether the appellation given to the board, in the 
— of Mr. Jones, is the most appropriate, it is con- 
sidered unnecessary herein to discuss; but it is incon- 
trovertibly demonstrable that such a board, with proper 
powers, under an act of the Legislature, will effect a 
saving of many thousand dollars annually, in the ex- 
penses of our Naval Establishment. 


The Secretary having presented his report in the 
form of “a bill,” it may, I conceive, be found conve- 
nient to the committee, as well as to myself, to follow 
its sections in their regular course, with such a fair 
and candid opinion thereon, as their propositions ap- 
pear more or less forcible and conclusive on my mind. 

The first section, being totally indefinite and pros- 
pective, appears to be susceptible of no comment. 

In the adoption of the second section, for the organ- 
ization of the board, I conceive particular care should 
be taken to avoid any probable cause for disunion in 
its members. I would, therefore, respectfully advise 
that the presiding member be designated by law, and 
not embarrass the President of the United States with 
the selection, which, from resignation, death, or other 
casualty, may very frequently occur; it appears to me 
more eligible, therefore, that the law should enact that 
the senior navy officer of the board should be the pre- 
siding member; and, being once so established, should 
continue so to act as long as he remains a member 
thereof, notwithstanding any changes that might there- 
after take place by the supply of vacancies. 

The board conjointly should have the power to nomi- 
nate one or more persons qualified for the duties of the 
secretary thereof, and submit such nominations to the 
President of the United States for his selection and 
approval. 

A quorum of the board, or at least the presiding 
member and its secretary, should reside at the Seat of 
Government of the United States, for the great con- 
venience of frequent communications and conferences 
with the Secretary of the Navy, or with the President 
of the United States, in cases of particular importance. 
The board should hold its regular stated meetings in 
its office at the Seat of Government, unless, on emer- 
gency, or some important occasion, the Secretary of 
the Navy may deem it more eligible to be held else- 
where. 

The duties of the secretary of the board are clearly 
and amply defined in the “report,” as well as is also 
the powers of the board for the establishment of its 
rules, and the regulations of its proceedings, &c. 

The third section appears to require some elucida- 
tion respecting the contemplated time or times for 
holding “each stated meeting” of the board; as this 
section states that an abstract of the transactions of 
each such meeting shall be “transmitted monthly to 
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the Secretary of the Navy,” &c. Now, the trans. 
mission of such “abstracts,” monthly, would necessi- 
tate an almost perpetual session of the board, and per- 
haps such continued sitting of a quorum thereof might 
be found imperative, especially in time of war; but, 
otherwise, it is respectfully conceived that, after the 
first complete organization of the beard, once in two 
or three months will be sufficient for general stated 
meetings, and transmission of the transactions thereof 
to the Secretary of the Navy, thus affording time fora 
part of the members to visit personally the several na- 
val stations, which I conceive to be one of the most 
essential points of their duty. And if, as heretofore 
suggested, a quorum of the board, or at least the pre- 
siding member, and the secretary thereof, reside at and 
hold their office at the Seat of Government, the other 
members will be better enabled to inspect the proceed- 
ings at the different naval stations, or the equipment 
of any squadron or single ship, (if deemed necessary.) 
and report daily, or otherwise, as may appear requisite, 
by correspondence, to the president of the board, or 
those executing the duties of the board at the Seat of 
Government, who can immediately confer thereon with 
the Secretary of the Navy, or the President of the 
United States, if deemed essential, and thus a judg- 
ment may be formed whether or not it may be expe- 
dient for the presiding member to convene the board 
earlier than the next approaching general stated meet- 
ing, or at any other port or place than their permanent 
office. Thus, also, by this constant correspondence, 
the president of the board, with the aid of the secre- 
tary, will always have the business necessary for the 
consideration of the board methodically arranged, and 
ready to lay before them immediately on their meeting. 

On the fourth section I would only observe that, in 
my opinion, it would be more eligible that the board, 
contemplated in the “report,’’ should “ prepare such 
rules and regulations, for conducting the business of 
the Constructor’s department, as shall appear proper 
and necessary,” and submit them for the approval of 
the President of the United States, through the Secre- 
tary of the Navy. 


The fifth section, appointing a “ paymaster’’ of the 
Navy, it is believed, will be productive of great saving 
in the appropriation to which that office applies, and 
lessen in a great degree the risk of misapplication or 
long retention of the moneys appertaining thereto. 

The sixth section is believed to be very just and 

roper. 
r The seventh section is respectfully submitted to the 
wisdom and judgment of the committee. Its provis- 
ions are, however, considered as adequate and equita- 
ble, but it is nevertheless conceived that the travelling 
expenses of the members, while on duty, should be 
provided for. 

It is firmly believed that a naval academy will have 
an amply beneficial effect on the Naval Establishment, 
and tend to preclude the probability of public ships and 
vessels falling under the management of incompetent 
uninformed men. 

“The powers and duties of the board” are, I con- 
ceive, amply illustrated and defined in the “ report, 
except that, immediately following the first general 
regulation, it might be proper and highly useful to add, 
that no officer, whatever his grade may be, shall in 
anywise alter the internal or external equipments OF 
arrangements of the ship or vessel under his command, 
or to which he may be in any manner attached, under 
pain of ——; but, on perceiving that any eligible im- 
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provement may be made in any particular whatever, 
he shall, as speedily as practicable, submit his ideas of 
such improvement to the board, with his reasons there- 
for, for their decision. 

The latitude that has been practised, in this respect, 
has cost the Naval Establishment many thousands of 

ars. 
7 addition to the form of the bill, I would respect- 
fully suggest the following : 

And he it further enacted, §c., That, from and after 
the passing of this act, no person shall be commissioned 
as a lieutenant in the Navy of the United States, until 
he sha!l have attained the full age of years, shall 
have been full five years in sea service, two of which 
at least he shall have served in the capacity of mid- 
shipman, master’s mate, or sailing master, in the Navy 
of the United States; and shall have and produce a 
certificate of his abilities (after a full examination be- 
fore a court of competent officers) to manage and con- 
duct the duties of a ship-of-war, in ballasting and 
stowing the hold, masting, rigging, docking, careening, 
arming, and exercising the great guns and small arms ; 
shall be capable of working a ship at sea, under all the 
forms and variety of sailing; making and taking in 
sail, anchoring, and getting under way; mooring and 
unmooring, and laying at single anchor in a tides-way, 
and in still water; shall be competently skilled in 
mathematical navigation, to conduct a ship to pilot 
water, on any known coast, island, bay, river, or har- 
bor, in the world. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, 





THOMAS TINGEY. 
Hon. Wixx1am Resp, 
Chairman of the Committee, &c. 


Mr. Reep, then reported a bill to alter and 
amend the several acts for establishing a Navy 
Department, by adding thereto a Board of Com- 
missioners; which was read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Reep, also reported a bill directing the 
manner of contracts and purchases in the Navy 
Department, and for promoting economy therein ; 
which was read and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 


The bill which was read a third time on Satur- 
day, and then laid on the table, was taken up; 
and the question being stated—* Shall the bill 
pass 7” 

Mr. Farrow assigned, in a few words, the 
reasons which obliged him to vote against this 
bill, though he was in favor of its object. His 
principal objection was, to that part of the bill 
which gives power to collectors to appoint in- 
spectors, to be considered as officers of the Gov- 
ernment. 

When Mr. F. sat down, the question was taken, 
without further debate, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, 
Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Clark, Clendenin, Crawford, Creighton, Couch, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, 
Eppes, Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Forney, For- 





syth, Franklin, Gholson, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King 
of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, Mc- 
Kee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Nelson, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Tannehill, Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, Wright, and Yancey—82., 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Boyd, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, 
Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Ely, Farrow, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Han- 
son, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hulbert, Kent of 
New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Miller, Markell, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, 
Pitkin, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schure- 
man, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New 
York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Winter, and Wood—55. 


So the bill was passed. 





Tvuespay, January 10. 


Mr. Eppes, from the managers on the part of 
this House at the conference on the disagreeing 
votes on the amendments depending to the bill “ to 
provide additional revenues for defraying the ex- 
penses of Government, and maintaining the public 
credit, by laying duties on various goods, wares, 
and merchandise, manufactured within the Uni- 
ted States.” made a report; which was read, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole to-day. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the estimates of appropriations necessary for the 
service of the year. The letter was read, and, 
with the accompanying documents, referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The bill from the Senate to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause to be construct- 
ed certain floating batteries for the defence of 
the United States, was twice read, and referred 
to the Naval Committee. [This bill appropriates 
$500,000, in addition to the sum heretofore ap- 
priated for that object. ] 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Jacob Shin- 
pick, Schultz, and Vogeler, Christian Chapman, 
and the legal representatives of John Calef, de- 
ceased, (whose property was destroyed by our 
officers on the approach of the enemy to Balti- 
more in August last,) was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of James Doyle 
(compensating him for services rendered at the 
instance of a United States officer in North 
Carolina, in apprehending counterfeiters of the 
paper of the late Bank of the United States) was 
read athird time. This bill was opposed by Mr. 
Fisk, of New York, and advocated by Mr. Yan- 
cey,and Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts. The di- 
vision on the passage of the bill was, 62 yeas, 40 


nays. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of William 
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Robinson and others, was read a third time, and 


ssed. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of William H. 
Washington, was read a third time (making com- 
pensation for a house destroyed by the officers of 
the United States during the invasion of this dis- 
trict in August last,) which was read a third 
time and passed. 


SUNDAY MAILS. 


Mr. Farrow presented a petition from sundry 
inhabitants of Chester district, South Carolina, re- 
monstrating against the transportation and open- 
ing the mail on the Sabbath, which he moved 
might be committed to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. F. said there had been eighty-five peti- 
tions on this subject before Congress this session, 
all of which had been referred to the Postmaster 
General. Since the first has been so referred, it 
has been about three months, on which there has 
been no report made to Congress. Iam not, said 
Mr. F., about to charge that high officer with a 
neglect of duty, but have stated those facts for a 
very different purpose. It is for the purpose to 
inquire whether Congress have properly and Con- 
stitutionally discharged their duty in respect to 
those petitions. I contend that they ought to 
have been referred to the committee to which I 
have moved this, or to a select committee. To 
prove this position, I will first draw your attention 
to the first amendment of the Constitution, page 
twenty-five. Mr. F. read—* Congress shall make 
‘ no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
‘ or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg- 
‘ ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
‘right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 
‘to petition the Government for a redress of 
* grievances.” 

The rule or order of the day, page 31, makes 
it the duty of the Speaker every morning to call 
on the members of the several States to present 
any petitions that they may be charged with. 
As the Constitution permits the people to peti- 
tion you, and the order of the day is to hear them, 
this does imply an engagement on the part of 
Congress, that they will redress the complaints 
of the people or state to them the reason why 
you reject them. You are the body petitioned, 
not the Postmaster General, as you are their 
representatives, and nothim. To prove to you 
that this petition ought to be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, I must 
bring to your view the standing rule of this 
House. [Here he read from page 37.] “It shall 
* be the duty of the Committee on Post Offices and 
‘ Post Roads to take into consideration all such 
‘ petitions, and matters, or things, touching the 
* post office and post roads, as shall be presented or 
‘may come in question, and be referred to them 
* by the House, and to report their opinion thereon, 
‘ together with such propositions relative thereto, 
‘as to them shall seem expedient.” There is no 
rule that authorizes the House to send a petition 
of the description of the one before you, to the 
Postmaster General, notwithstanding you have 
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iven that direction to eighty-five this session, 
Fuctiiee that they have been thus disposed of in 
order that the House may not be further troubled 
with them, which appears to be very well un- 
derstood by the Postmaster General. Is it, Mr. 
Speaker, that the subject is not of sufficient im- 
portance that you refuse to give those petitions 
the ordinary and usual course of all other peti- 
tions addressed to you? I acknowledge that the 
scheme contemplated by those petitions is not 
sanctioned by any law or practice in this Goy- 
ernment, or any country or State in Europe. 
You boast that this is the only free and happy 
nation—your petitioners wish to add another 
jewel in your crown, not less bright than the 
other—that yours is the only virtuous and Sab- 
bath observing nation. You have set apart the 
day after to-morrow to be spent thoughout the 
Union in prayer. By your laws, and the rules of 
the Postmaster General to carry the same into 
execution, you command many thousands of your 
citizens, with their horses, to be laboriously em- 
ployed each and every hour of the day on the 
next Sabbath, and to spend every Sabbath in the 
year in the same way. It appears to me that 
you might as well suspend either the one prac- 
tice or the other, (stop praying or violating the 
Sabbath,) unless you are of the opinion that by 
those laws and rules that you have enacted, you 
have the power to repeal that decretal order of 
Heaven that commands you “to keep holy the 
Sabbath day.” You are the best judge of your 
repealing powers on that subject, It is stated, 
and so contended, by the honorable gentleman 
from Rhode Island, (Mr. Porrer,) that it is the 
work of necessity to carry and open the mail on 
the Sabbath. He further observed, that if you 
prevented the opening of the mail on the Sabbath, 
it would occasion more sin to be committed, as 
the people would attend at the post offices, and 
while impatiently waiting there for their letters 
and papers, by being debarred from obtaining 
them. I should suppose that if you pass a law to 
prohibit the carrying or opening the mail on that 
day, that as your law would be public it would 
be known to all, therefore they would not go or 
send to the post offices on that day, as they would 
know that the mails could not be opened—the 

ostmasters themselves would not attend. [n 
avor of a long-established favorite, national, sin- 
ful practice, I know that many excuses and rea- 
sons can be given in favor of the continuance of 
it—but if none better can be given than what 
that learned gentleman assigned, the Lord have 
mercy on us! 

On great national occurrences, it is now the 
practice, and properly so, to employ expresses; 
they are not carried by mails, and it is expedient 
that they should travel as well on the Sabbath as 
on other days. But, Mr. Speaker, I am not able 
to see the necessity for the transportation and 
opening the mails on the Sabbath ; and conscious 
of my high responsibility to God, as well as to 
my country, for my public acts, I am not willing 
to take it on myself to fly in the face of divine 
law. I do, therefore, most solemnly disavow and 
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condemn the practice of the transportation and 
opening the mails on that holy day, believing it 
to be unnecessary, inadmissible and wicked. 

After the motion was negatived, and the peti- 
tion referred to the Postmaster General, Mr. 
F. offered for consideration the following reso- 
lution: 

«“ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Offices 
and Post Roads be authorized and required to examine 
into the propriety of submitting to the consideration of 
this House a law prohibiting the Postmaster General 
from making any contracts, in future, for the trans- 
portation or opening of the mails on the Sabbath, and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. F’. observed, that if the subject-matter of 
the resolution was not of sufficient importance to 
arrest the attention of the House, that any cbser- 
vations he could make would prove ineffectual. 


DUTIES ON MANUFACTURES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the report of the committee of 
conferees on the disagreeing votes on the manu- 
facture tax bill. The conferees recommended 
that the House recede from its opposition to the 
tax proposed by the Senate on umbrellas. The 
Committee concurred in the report without de- 
bate, and reported accordingly to the House. The 
House took up the report. 

A debate arose thereon, in which Messrs. Errgs, 
Wrieut, Barsour, Strocxron, and others, advo- 
cated the adoption of the report, and Messrs. Oaxk- 
Ley, Suerrey, Raga, Fisk of New York, Picxer- 
ING, INGERSOLL of Pennsylvania, and others, op- 
posed it. 

The debate on this question turned not on the 
expediency of the tax, which we did not hear 
denied, but on the Constitutional power or right 
of the Senate to make such an amendment to a 
bill for raising revenue. The debate was able, 
and, being on a question never before believed to 
have been debated, was highly interesting. The 
provision of the Constitution is as follows: “All 
‘bills for raising revenue shall originate in the 
‘ House of Representatives; but the Senate may 
. pare or concur with amendments as on other 
‘ bills.” On the one hand it was contended that 
the Senate could not amend a bill by adding a 
new tax thereto, because to do so would be to 
originate a tax, which, it was urged, was for- 
bidden by the spirit of the Constitution. In sup- 
ab of this doctrine, an argument was drawn 

rom the practice under the British Government, 

where the House of Lords is not permitted so to 
amend such a bill. On the other hand it was 
urged, that the power to amend being expressly 
given to the Senate, forbade analogy to the prac- 
tice of any other Government, whose unwritten 
constitution contained no such provision; that, 
the power of the Senate to increase or diminish 
a tax not being denied, the power otherwise to 
modify a tax followed of course; and that ina 
bill imposing a tax on manufactures, the Senate 
had an undoubted right to add to the articles 
enumerated, any other article which they deemed 
a proper subject of taxation, d&c. 


Duties on Manufactures. 
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The question on agreeing to the report was, 
after a long and ingenious debate on this point, 
decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays— 
for the report 97, against it 53, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, 
Bowen, Breckenridge, Brown, Burwell, Batler, Cald- 
well, Calhoun, Cannon, Chappell, Clark, Clendenin, 
Conard, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, 
Dana, Denoyelles, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Evans, Far 
row, Findley, Forney, Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hanson, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Howell, Hubbard, Humphreys, Irwin, Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, King of North Carolina, Lewis, 
Lyle, Macon, Markell, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Mil- 
ler, Montgomery, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Pleas- 
ants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, 
Sage, Schureman, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sherwood, 
Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsyl- 
vania, Stockton, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Troup, 
Udree, White, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Wood, Wright, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cilley, 
Clopton, Comstock, Cooper, Davenport, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Ely, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Hale, 
Henderson, Hungerford, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ingham, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Moseley, Murfree, Nelson, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, William Reed, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Robertson, Ruggles, Sheffey, Stan- 
ford, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, 
Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 





Wepnespay, January 11. 


Mr. RinaGoup presented the petition of the 
President and Directors of the Potomac Com- 
pany, praying an extension of the powers of their 
charter so as to allow them to dispose of mill- 
seats within the District of Columbia, in case 
the erection of mills on the same shall not be 
prejudicial to the navigation. The petition was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Sranrorp, of North Carolina, reported a 
bill to revive and continue in force the act de- 
claring the consent of Congress to the act of the 
Legislature of the State of Georgia, passed the 
12th of December, 1814, establishing the fees of 
the harbor master and health officer of the ports 
of Savannah and St. Mary’s; which was twice 
read, and committed. 

Mr. Troup, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the amendments 
of the Senate to the volunteer bill, reported sun- 
dry amendments to the said amendments ; which 
were agreed to. On the question to agree to the 
amendments of the Senate as amended, it was 
determined in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. McKim, the House deter- 
mined not to sit on to-morrow, it being a day 
assigned by the President as a day of national 
fasting, humiliation, and prayer. : 

Two Messages were received from the Presi- 
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dent of the United States, the one transmitting 

an account of the contingent expenses of the 

Government for the year past; the other, trans- 

as the annual report of the Director of the 
int. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill for quieting and 
adjusting claims to land in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had 
made several amendments thereto. 

Mr. McCoy moved that the said bill be post- 
poned until the second Monday in March next ; 
which motion was determined in the negative— 
yeas 63, nays 71, as follows: 


Yxeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Bar- 
bour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Brown, Butler, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Clark, Clendenin, Comstock, Con- 
ard, Crawford, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles, Desha, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hawes, Hungerford, Ingham, Kennedy, Kerr, 
Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, Lefferts, Lyle, Mc- 
Coy, McKim, McLean, Parker, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Roane, 
Sage, Seybert, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Strong, 
Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brigham, Caperton, 
Champion, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, Culpeper, Da- 
venport, Duvall, Ely, Forney, Gaston, Geddes, Gros- 
venor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Hawkins, Henderson, Ho 
kins of Kentucky, Howell, Humphreys, Irwin, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, 
Kershaw, Law, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Markell, Mc- 
Kee, Miller, Montgomery, Moseley, Nelson, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, Wil- 
liam Reed, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slay- 
maker, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Stockton, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, 
Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Mas- 
sachusetts, and Wood. 

The question was then taken to concur in the 
amendments made by the Committee of the 
Whole in the first section, and was determined 
in the negative. The question on concurring in 
the amendments to the second section was stated : 
when the House adjourned. 


-—__——- 


Fripay, January 13. 


Mr. Seyzerrt presented the petition of sundry 
merchants and traders of Philadelphia, praying 
for the passa ge of a law establishing an uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States.—Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
to whom the bill on that subject is referred. 

Mr. Cuappe.t, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions and Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill 
for the relief of William Arnold; which was 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. Pieasants, from the Naval Committee, 
reported two bills for compensating individuals, 





not having commissions from the United States 
for prisoners and property taken from the ene. 
my by spirited enterprise, viz: a bill concerning 
Matthew Guy and others, and a bill concerning 
Weston Jenkins and others; which were read 
twice, and committed. 


LOST CERTIFICATES. 


Mr. Cuapre.u, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions and Revolutionary Claims, made a report 
on the petition of Farrington Barcalow, admin- 
istrator of Mary Rapelyea; which was read; 
when Mr. C. reported a bill for the relief of 
Farrington Barcalow, administrator of Mary 
Rapeleya; which was read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. The report is as follows: 


That the petitioner states that the said Mary Rap. 
pelya was possessed of two loan office certificates ; 
that her house was consumed by fire, and with it 
the said certificates. He prays that they may be re- 
newed, or some other compensation made for them. 

It appears that there were issued to the said Mary 
Rappelya two certificates from the loan office of New 
Jersey: one, No. 1,594, dated June 8, 1778, for $600; 
the other, No. 294, dated the same day, for $500; and 
that the said certificates are still outstanding and un- 
paid. It also appears that she made known the fact 
of the destruction of the said certificates shortly after 
it happened, which was in March, 1787, but did not 
advertise it in the papers until February, 1792, near 
five years afterwards, which she has sworn was occa- 
sioned by her ignorance of its necessity. She peti- 
tioned Congress for redress in the case, in February, 
1795, and a favorable report was made thereon, but it 
was not finally acted on. She died in the year 1807, 
and in 1811 the administration of her effects was com- 
mitted to the petitioner. 

From the foregoing facts it appears that the claim is 
a just one; but it is barred by the statute of limitation, 
it not appearing that the claim was presented at the 
Treasury on or before the Ist of June, 1795, which is 
required by law. It also appears that the requisites of 
the resolve of 1780 have not been complied with, so 
far as to advertise the destruction immediately after it 
happened. The committee feel satisfied, however, that 
as the destruction was advertised, and as a petition was 
presented to Congress, and not to the Treasury, before 
the limited time had expired, there has been a compli- 
ance with the spirit, although not with the letter of 
the laws. They are, therefore, of opinion that relief 
ought to be granted, and report a bill for that purpose. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
bill for quieting and adjusting claims to land in 
the Mississippi Territory. 

[This bill provides a mode of settlement of 
claims to lands in the Mississippi Territory, north 
of the 31st degree of latitude, derived from grants 
a issued by the British Government. | 

onsiderable debate took place on this bill to- 
day, as it had done on Wednesday, in which the 
bill was strenuously advocated by Mr. McKee, 
Mr. Rosertson, Mr. Lattimore, and others, 
and as strenuously opposed by Mr. McCoy, Mr. 
Wrieat, and others. 
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The question on the passage of the bill to a 
third reading, was decided in the negative, by a 
majority of one vote—For the engrossment 70, 
against it 71, as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, 
Ca , Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Creighton, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Duvall, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, 
Forney, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, 
Hawkins, Henderson, Hopkins of Kentucky, Howell, 
Hulbert, Irwin, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of New 
York, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Markell, Mc- 
Kee, Montgomery, Moseley, Oakley, Ormsby, Picker- 
ing, Pitkin, John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles, Schureman, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, 
Sherwood, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stockton, 
Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
Winter, and Wood. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av- 
ery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, 
Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Clark, Clendenin, 
Comstock, Conard, Crawford, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Denoyelles, Desha, Eppes, Evans, 
Farrow, Findley, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, 
Hubbard, Hungerford, Ingham, Kennedy, Kerr, King 
of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Nelson, Newton, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Ringgold, Roane, 
Sage, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, 
Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and 
Yancey. 

So the bill was rejected. 


The following is a copy of the bill on the sub- 
ject of the adjastment of these claims, in the 
shape in which it stood when the question was 
taken on engrossing the same for a third reading: 
An Act for quieting and adjusting claims to land in 

the Mississippi Territory. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 

ess assembled, That every person or persons claim- 
ing lands in the Mississippi Territory, north of the 
thirty-first degree of latitude, by virtue of any grant or 
patent issued by the British Government, before the 
4th day of July, 1776, be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized to file with the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, all the evidence of their claim or claims, 
on or before the first day of November, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen. And it shall be lawful for 
the claimants, by themselves or their agents, to with- 
draw the original title papers, and all evidence relat- 
ing to such claims, from the registers of the land offices 
within the Territory aforesaid, and which may have 
been filed by the claimants according to law. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
retary of State, the Attorney General, and Commis- 

sioner of the General Land Office, be, and they are 


hereby authorized and empowered to examine such of 


the claims thus filed as extend over land granted by 
the United States, or actually possessed by persons 
whom the United States are in any manner bound to 
secure therein, and to decide therein according to law 
and equity. And it shall be the duty of the commis- 
sioners aforesaid, to proceed to examine and decide on 


Land Claims in Mississippi. 
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the claims aforesaid, whenever it shall —— to them 
that claims to the amount of one hundred and fifty 
thousand acres shall have been filed with the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, in pursuance of 
this act. 


Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That the act 


of filing the claims aforesaid, with the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office in pursuance of this act, 
shall be considered as conclusive evidence of the ac- 
ceptance by the claimants of the provisions of this act ; 
and the decisions of the commissioners aforesaid shall 
be final, and shall have all the effect in law of a de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of the United States. 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in all 


cases where the commissioners aforesaid shall decide 
in favor of the claimant, the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office shall issue to the claimant a certifi- 
cate of confirmation, specifying the quantity of land 
confirmed by such decision ; and it shall be the duty 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to de- 
liver such certificate of confirmation to the claimant, 
his agent, or attorney, which shall be received in lieu 
of, and in full compensation for, the land so claimed. 


Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the certifi- 


cates of confirmation authorized by this act, shall be 
received at any of the land offices of the United States, 
in payment for any public lands of the United States, 
lying within the limits of the Mississippi Territory, at 
rates to be established by said commissioners in said 
certificates, but not to exceed two dollars per acre, for 
every acre contained in such certificate of confirmation : 


Provided, That such certificates shall not be received 
in payment for any lands sold before the date of such 
certificate; nor shall any discount be allowed for 
prompt payment in such certificates: And provided, 
also, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as 
to authorize any British grant or patent to be read as 
evidence in any court of the United States, which may 
not be filed with the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in pursuance of this act, and which may 
be barred by the provisions of any former law. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. on the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to raise certain 
companies of rangers for the defence of the fron- 
tiers of the United States. After having made 
some progress therein, the Committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 





SatTurDay, January 14. 


Another member, to wit: from Delaware, Hen- 
ry M. RipGe.y, appeared, and took his seat. 

Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a favorable report on the petition 
of Isaac Smith, and therewith a bill for the relief 
of Isaac Smith and G. Caldwell; which was 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. E. also reported a bill supplementary to 
the act laying duties on licenses to distillers, ex- 
planatory cf the provision authorizing a remis- 
sion of the duty in cases of stills being burnt; 
which wastwice read, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. E. also reported a bill to amend the act for 
laying taxes on household furniture, extending 
the time to which the first shall take effect, from 
the first day of February to the first of April, and 
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the time in which the other shall be carried into 
effect from February to May. The bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, from the Militia Com- 
mittee, reported a bill to amend the act more ef- 
fectually to provide for the national defence, by 
establishing a uniform militia in the United 
States. 

[This bill prescribes certain regulations for a 
general organization of the militia, to take place 
within one year from the date of its passage, un- 
der the direction of the several State Legisla- 
tures ; among which is the arrangement of the 
militia of each State, where it has not already 
been done, into divisions, to consist of not less 
than two nor more than three brigades, having 
one Major General to each division; the divis- 
ions, when in field, to rank according to their 
numbers, the lowest number to be the highest in 
rank.] The bill was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. Kixrsourn, of Ohio, moved the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to prepare and report to this House a bill 
to provide for the sale of lands of the United States, in 
that tract of country within the State of Ohio and dis- 
trict of Chilicothe, heretofore set apart for satisfying 
the claims of refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia. 


The resolution having been modified, on the 
suggestion of Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, so as 
to authorize the committee to inquire into the 
expediency of such a measure, instead of making 
the provision peremptory, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 
ing to any person who shall take up a deserter from 
the service of the United States, and deliver him to 
any commissioned officer in said service, an exemption 
from a draught or six months tour of duty in the ser- 
vice aforesaid. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of ihe Whole, on the bill to authorize the rais- 
ing certain companies of mounted rangers for the 
defence of the frontier. The bill was reported 
to the House, without amendment, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. McKes, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
regulating the sale of certain reserved sections of 
land in Ohio, and the bill attaching to the Can- 
ton district, in the State of Ohio, the tract of land 
lying between the foot of the Rapids of Miami of 
Lake Erie and the Western line of the Connec- 
ticut reserve. These bills were reported to the 
House, and severally ordered to a tnird reading. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have agreed to the sec- 
ond and fourth of the amendments proposed 
by this House to their amendments to the bill 
“ to authorize the President of the United States 
to accept the services of volunteers who may as- 
sociate and organize themselves, and offer their 
services to the Government of the United States,” 
and have disagreed to the residue of the said 
amendments. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Wells, and others. The bill was reported with 
an amendment; which was read, and concurred 
in by the House. The bill was then laid on the 
table. 

The message from the Senate notifying their 
disagreement to certain amendments of this House 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill “to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
accept the services of volunteers who may asso- 
ciate and organize themselves, and offer their 
services to the Government of the United States.” 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 


PETITION OF ANN HODGKINSON. 


Mr. Pieasanrts, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made a report on the petition of Ann 
Hodgkinson ; which was read, and the resolution 
therein contained was concurred in by the House. 

The report is as follows: 

That the memorialist represents that, after the dec- 
laration of war, her late husband entered on board a 
private armed vessel, the York of Baltimore, and was 
killed in an engagement with the enemy ; that, after 
his death, she applied to the Secretary of the Navy to 
be placed on the pension list; her request was com- 
plied with, but only as much allowed her as is allowed 
the widows of common seamen in such cases. She 
prays that Congress would grant to her a further al- 
lowance, as her husband acted as prize-master on board 
the York ; and states that, according to the constant 
usage of the privateer service, prize-masters rank with 
and receive the emoluments of first lieutenants. It 
appears that the late Secretary of the Navy gave as a 
reason for not allowing more to the widow, that prize- 
masters are unknown to the laws of the United States, 
and that he was not authorized to grant anything ad- 
ditional in consequence of that appointment. The 
committee are of opinion that the Secretary was cor- 
rect; that the office of prize-master is generally con- 
ferred upon an experienced seaman, in whom confi- 
dence is placed, and is matter of private arrangement 
as to pay and emolument between the captain and 
such prize-master. The committee see no sufficient 
reason for Congress interfering in this particular case, 
and recommend the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 


RELIEF OF NEW MADRID. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of the inhab- 
itants of the late county of New Madrid, in the 
Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes. 
The bill was reported with several amendments; 
which were read, and, except one, which was 
disagreed to, were concurred in by the House. 

The bill was then further amended; and a mo- 
tion was then made, by Mr. McKim, further to 
amend the bill by adding thereto the following 
sections: 


Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to appoint two disin- 
terested and skilful persons to inquire into and ascertain 
the damage which has been been done by the storm of 
wind, in the month of August last, to the houses and 
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of persons residing in the City of Washington. 
puere. so appointed shall return, under oath, to 


the President of the United States, a just estimate of 


the damage sustained in the cases aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That, for the injury sus- 
tained, and the estimates egg by the persons ap- 

inted as aforesaid, the sufferers shall receive public 
land, to be located as is heretofore provided by this act, 
at the rate of two dollars per acre, as a full compensa- 
tion for the injuries done as aforesaid. 

And the question being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative; and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed, and read the third time on Mon- 
day next. 





Monpay, January 16. 
Mr. Netson presented a petition of William 
Tatham, praying compensation for his services 
for nearly twenty-five years, in the accumulation 


of civil, military, topographical, and public eco- 


nomical materials, by order of President Wasa- 
INGTON, in the year 1799.—Referred to the Sec- 


retary of War. 


Mr. Kitzourn, from the committee to whom 


| was referred, on the 28th ultimo, so much of the 


report of the Committee of Revisal and Unfin- 
isied Business as relates to the bill for the more 
effectual defence of the Northwestern frontier, re- 
ported a bill for the more effectual protection of 
the Northwestern frontier, by granting donations 
of land to actual settlers, and for public purposes; 
which -vas read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Ap engrossed bil! to authorize the President to 
raise certain companies of rangers for the defence 
of the frontiers of the United States, and to repeal 
certain acts now in force for this purpose, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill regulating the sale of certain 
reserved sections of land in the State of Ohio was 
read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill attaching to the Canton dis- 
trict, in the State of Ohio, the tract of land lying 
between the foot of the rapids of the Miami of 
Lake Erie and the Connecticut Western reserve, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of the inhabitants 
of the late county of New Madrid, in the Terri- 
tory of Missouri, who suffered by earthquakes, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill supplementary to the act, en- 
titled “An act laying duties on licenses to retailers 
of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan- 
dise, and for other purposes, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill toamend the act, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Uni- 
ted States, and to provide for assessing and col- 
lecting the same;” and the act, entitled “An act to 
somite additional revenues for defraying the ex- 

enses of Government, and maintaining the pub- 

ic credit, by laying duties on household furniture, 
and on gold and silver watches,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 
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A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ giving further 
time to complete the surveys and obtain the pat- 
ents for the lands located under Virginia resolu- 
tion warrants;” in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. The bill was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Warp, of Massachusetts, presented the pe- 
tition of sundry citizens of Boston, in Massachu- 
setts, praying for the passage of a law establish- 
ing an uniform system of bankruptcy; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
having that subject under consideration. 

Mr. Troop, of Georgia, from the Military Com- 
mittee, reported a recommendation that the House 
insist on that amendment, proposed by them, 
to the volunteer bill, which provides that State 
corps (to be accepted in pursuance of this bill into 
the service of the United States,) shall be re- 
ceived in lieu of a like number of militia, which 
shall at any time be required from the State 
which offers them; and also on the amendment 
which varies or extends the descriptions of rifles 
which the volunteers may use. 

And the House determined to insist thereon, ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Pearson, of North Carolina, from the com- 
mittee to whom was recommitted the report of 
the committee on the destruction of certain pa- 
pers and vouchers in the office of the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, together with the 
Clerk’s second letter in relation thereto, made a 
further report, which was read and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill giving further time 
to the purchasers of public lands to complete their 
payments. The bill was reported to the House, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Hynum next passed through a Committee of the 

hole, and was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill supplementary to 
the act for the settlement of the Yazoo claims; 
which occasioned considerable discussion. The 
Committee rose, before having gone through the 
same, and obtained leave to sit again. 


SUNDAY MAILS. 


Mr. Brapsury, Mr. Pirxin, of Connecticut, 
and Mr. Comstock, of New York presented peti- 
tions from their respective districts, remonstrating 
against the transportation and opening of the mail 
on the Sabbath; which were referred to the Post- 
master general. 

Mr. Howe ut, of New York, presented a peti- 
tion of the like nature, which he moved to refer 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
He said he was not to be deterred from making 
this motion by the failure of a former attempt of 
the same character. It was a respect due to the 
petitioners, he conceived, that a report should be 
made on their petition, which it was not probable, 
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having been so long delayed, would be received 
at the hands of the Postmaster General. 

On this motion of Mr. Howe tt, there arose a 
smart debate, the motion being opposed and ad- 
vocated by several gentlemen. The debate turned 
on the merits of these petitions, which were de- 
nied by Mr. Ruea, Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, 
and Mr. Wrieut, and upheld by Mr. Howe 1, 
Mr. Comstock, Mr. Huveert, and Mr. Finptey. 
In the course of the debate, it was stated by Mr. 
Kixpovurn, that he knew that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral did intend to report on this subject at an 
early day. On the one hand of this question, it 
was contended that this was an attempt to blend 
the affairs of Church and State, which had been 
systematically made, and industriously promoted 
by the circulation of petitions for signature all 
over the Union; and it was intimated that some 
political party considerations might have entered 
into the motives which produced them. On the 
other hand, it was urged that these petitions 
were signed by religious persons of all denomina- 
tions, whose respectability, professions, and stand- 
ing in life, equally entitled these petitions to a 
respectful hearing, &c. 

he yeas and nays having been required by 
Mr. Howe. on this motion, it was decided in 
the affirmative—for the reference proposed 81, 
against it 70. 

Mr. Croucn, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Kit- 
BouRN, of Ohio, presented petitions of a like te- 
nor with the above; which were referred. 





Tuespay, January 17. 


An engrossed bill, giving further time to pur- 
chasers of public lands to complete their pay- 
ments, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of the heirs oi 
James Hynum, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have agreed to a part of the 
amendments proposed by this House to their bill 
“to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States of America,” with amendments, in 
which they ask the concurrence of this House; 
and the Senate have disagreed to the other part 
of the amendments proposed by this House to the 
said bill. The Senate insist on their disagree- 
ment to the amendments insisted on by this House 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill “to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
accept the services of volunteers who may asso- 
ciate and organize themselves, and offer their 
services to the Government of the United States,” 
and ask a conference on the said amendments; to 
which conference they have appointed managers 
on their part. 

Mr. Cooper, of Delaware, laid upon the table 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
hereby is, directed to state to this House the reason 
why he has not made a report to this House, as di- 
rected by their resolution of the 13th October last, (call- 
ing for a report relative to the advancing of moneys by 
States, &c.) 
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January, 1815. 


SUNDAY MAILS. 


The Speaker laid before the House a repor, 
from the Postmaster General, on the several peti. 
tions which have been referred to him at the 
present session, remonstrating against the opening 
or conveyance of the mails on Sundays; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads.—It is as follows: 


Generar Post Orrtcr, Jan. 16, 1815, 
Sir: The Postmaster General, to whom was »,. 
ferred sundry memorials against the usage of trans. 
porting and opening the mails on the Sabbath, has the 
honor to report the following facts and observations: 
The usage of transporting the mails on the Sabbath, 
is coeval with the Constitution of the United States. 
and a prohibition of that usage will be first considered, 
The mail passes every day in the week from Ports. 
mouth, New Hampshire, to Savannah, in Georgia, and 
from Wiscasset, in Maine, to Scoodic Falls, without 
rest on the Sabbath. And the same practice prevails 
on the great route from Washington City to Ohio, 
Kentucky, and the Missouri Territory ; and from that 
city to Tennessee, Mississippi Territory, and New 
Orleans; and from Charleston, South Carolina, to 
Tennessee and Kentucky ; and on several other great 
chains of communication. 


If the mail was not to move on Sunday, on the first 
mentioned route, it would be delayed from three to 
four days in passing from one extreme of the route to 
the other. From Washington City to St. Louis, Mis- 
souri Territory, the mail would be delayed two days. 
From Washington City to New Orleans, the mail 
would be delayed three days. From New Orleans to 
Boston it would be delayed from four to five days. Ani 
generally the mails would, on an average, be retarded 
equal to one-seventh part of the time now employe, 
if the mails do not move on the Sabbath. 

On the smaller cross routes, the transporting of the 
mail has been avoided on the Sabbath, except when 
necessary to prevent great delays, and to preserve con- 
nexions with different routes. 

In relation to opening the mails on the Sabbath, it 
may be noticed, that the ninth section of the “Act reg- 
ulating the Post Office establishment,” makes it the 
duty of the postmasters to attend to the duties of his 
office “ every day” on which a mail shall arrive at his 
office, and at “all reasonable hours” on every day of 
the week. When a mail is conveyed on the Sabbath, 
it must be opened and exchanged at the offices which 
it may reach in the course of the day. This operation, 
at the smaller offices, occupies not more than ten or 
twelve minutes; in some of the larger offices, it occu- 
pies one hour ; and, it is believed, does not very greatly 
interfere with religious exercises, as to the postmasters 
themselves. 


The practice of “ delivering” letters and newspapers 
on the Sabbath is of recent origin, and directed by the 
above quoted section, commencing in 1810. Prior to 
that period, no postmaster (except the postmaster at 
Washington City) was required to deliver letters and 
newspapers on the Sabbath. The “ reasonable hours’ 
were to be determined by the Postmaster General, who 
established the following regulations, now existing: 
“ At post offices where the mail arrives on Sunday, the 
office is to be kept open, for the delivery of letters, &c., 
for one hour after the arrival and assorting of the mail; 
but in case that would interfere with the hours of pub- 
lic worship, then the office is to be kept open for one 
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hour after the usual time of dissolving the meetings, 
for that putpose.” Also, if the mail arrives at an office 
too late for the delivery of letters on Saturday night, 
the postmaster is instructed to deliver them on Sunday 
morning, at such early hour as not to entrench upon 
the hours devoted to public religious exercises. If 
these regulations are not strictly attended to, it must 
be imputable to the urgency of applicants, and the com- 
isance of postmasters. 

After the preceding statement, it is to be observed, 
that public policy, pure morality, und undefiled reli- 

jon, combine in favor of a due observance of the Sab- 
path. Nevertheless, a nation owes to itself an exercise 
of the means adapted to its own preservation, and for 
the continuance of those very blessings which flow from 
such observance ; and the nation must sometimes oper- 
ate, by a few of its agents, even on the Sabbath; and 
such operation may, as in time of war, become indis- 

e, so that the many may enjoy an uninterrupted 
exercise of religion in quietude and in safety. In the 
present state of the nation, it may be supposed neces- 
sary, daily, to convey Govermental orders, instructions, 
ad regulations, and to communicate and receive in- 
formation. If this daily carriage of the mail be, as 
relates to the safety of the nation, a matter of necessity, 
it also becomes a work of mercy. When peace shall 
arrive, the necessity will greatly diminish, and it will 
be, at all times, a pleasure to this Department to pre- 
vent any profanation of the Sabbath, as far as relates 
to its official authority. 

The preceding statement of facts and observations 
are submitted, with much respect for the memorialists, 
and with great deference to yourself and the honorable 
the House of Representatives. 

RETURN J. MEIGS, Jr. 

Hon. Sreaker 

Of the House of Representatives. 


YAZOO CLAIMS. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill supplemental to the 
act for the settlement of the Yazoo claims. The 
question yet depending on the motion of Mr. 
Hatt, of Georgia, to add a new section to the bill, 
is substantially the same as that stated below. 

The motion was opposed by Messrs. OAKLEY 
and Wricut, and advocated by Messrs. Haut and 
Forsy'a, but was finally negatived. 

The Committee then rose, and reported the bill ; 
and the amendments made thereto were agreed 
to. Among the amendments was one extending 
the time for filing releases, &c., to the second 
Monday in March. 

Mr. Haut, of Georgia, renewed the motion he 
had made in Committee of the Whole, to add a 
new section to the bill, which he now varied to 
read as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the commissioners 
aforesaid, having decided upon the sufficiency of the 
releases and assignments of individual claimants, ac- 
cording to the true intent and meaning of the act, 
entitled “An act for the indemnification of certain 
claimants to public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” 
shall, in their report to the President of the United 
States, certify such portion of the claims of each indi- 
vidual claimant, as in justice should and ought to be 
reserved for defraying their respective proportions of all 
just and reasonable expenses incurred by the trustees, 
guarantees, or agents of the companies to which they 


respectively belong, and for which, by agreement en- 
tered into in writing, they are bound; which said por- 
tion shall be delivered over to said trustees, agents, or 
guarantees, and certificates for the residue to the indi- 
vidual himself, his agent, or attorney, specially author- 
ized to receive the same. 


This motion was opposed by Messrs. OakLEy 
and Barnett, and supported by Messrs. Hatt, 
Te.ratr, and Forsyra. The question on the 
motion was decided in the negative, by yeas and 
nays—For the motion 61, against it 86, as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Bar- 
bour, Bard, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caldwell, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Denoyelles, 
Desha, Earle, E , Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Ghol- 
son, Gourdin, Hall, Hawes, Hawkins, Humphreys, 
Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lyle, 
McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Murftee, Nelson, 
Newton, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Ring- 
gold, Roane, Sage, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Stanford, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, Troup, and Udree. 

Naxs—Messrs. Avery, Barnett, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Cannon, 
Champion, Cilley, Clark, Clendenin, Cooper, Cox, 
Culpeper, Dana, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Ely, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hen- 
derson, Howell, Hubbard, Hulbert, Irving, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, 
Macon, Markell, McKee, Miller, Moseley, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickering, Pickens, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Robertson, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of 
New York, Smith of Virginia, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, 
Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter, Wood, Wright, and Yancey. 


The bill, after being slightly amended, was 
ordered to be read a third time. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Inauam, of 
Pennsylvania, that the remaining orders of the 
day be postponed until to-morrow, in order to 
take up the message this morning received from 
the Senate, respecting their decision on the 
amendments to the National Bank bill; which 
motion was negatived by the following vote—For 
the motion 71, against it 73. 

Afier refusing to take up several orders of the 
day, which were called u 

Mr. Guo.tson renewed the motion to postpone 
the remaining orders of the day until to-morrow, 
in order to take up the Bank bill. Whereupon, 

Mr. McKee moved to adjourn, assigning as a 
reason for the motion that the hour was too late, 
and the House too much fatigued, to enter into a 
subject of so great moment. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed. 





Weonespay, January 18. 


Mr. Irvine, of New York, presented a petition 
from a number of merchants and others, praying 
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bankruptcy.—Referred. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for repairing, and keeping in repair, so much of 
the road leading from Nashville, in Tennessee, to 
Natchez, in the Mississippi Territory, as is in- 
cluded within the boundaries of the Chickasaw 
and Choctaw nations of Indians; and also, of re- 

iring, and keeping in repair, the road leading 
fea ort Hawkins, in the State of Georgia, to 
Fort St. Stephens, in the Territory aforesaid; 
and that the said committee have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. Larrimokse, Ropertson, GeppeEs, 
Wixson of Pennsylvania, and Cannon, were 
appointed the said committee. 

r. Kirsourn, of Ohio, offered for considera- 
tion the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of laying 
and collecting an income tax from such people of the 
United States as have capital vested in public or any 
kind of stock, or in private loans, or in any other way 
yielding profits to the owner; and on those who are 
engaged in professional or other employments, pro- 
ducing an annual income exceeding a certain amount 
which the said committee may think proper to fix; it 
being intended that this inquiry shall extend only to 
such capital or employments as are not taxed by any 
existing laws. 

Resolved, That the said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of increasing the tax upon 
the income, or dividend, of the capital vested in the 
several banking institutions within the United States, 
on which a tax is now imposed by law of Congress. 

On the question now to consider this resolu- 
tion, the vote was as follows: For its considera- 
tion 60, against it 66. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, moved that these 
resolutions be printed, with a view to calling 
them up at some future day. He could not see, 
he said, why a vast mass of property, more pro- 
ductive than any other, not now taxed at all, 
should not be taxed as well as all the land, and 
nearly all the industry of the nation. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Seysert, 
and advocated by Mr. Kivsourn, and negatived 
a following vote: For printing 66, against 
it 63. 


PETITION OF JOSHUA PENNY. 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Joshua Penny ; 
which was read, and the resolution therein con- 
tained was concurred in by the House.—The re- 
port is as follows: 


That the petitioner states that, on the night of the 
22d of August, 1813, a party of armed men, from the 
ship Ramilies, commanded by Commodore Hardy, for- 
cibly entered his house, took him from his bed, and 
carried him by force, and entirely destitute of clothing, 
with the exception of his shirt, to that ship, then lying 
off Gardiner’s bay, where he was immediately put in 
irons and close confinement; that he was then sent to 
Halifax, where he was imprisoned and badly treated 
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liberated from prison, and sent to Salem, in Massachy. 
setts, in a cartel. It is also stated by the petitioner 
that while he was confined on board the ship, he re. 
ceived nothing for subsistence but bread and water, 
and that his treatment was wanton and cruel. The 
only cause assigned for all his punishment was, that 
he had once been in the employment of Commodore 
Decatur, as a pilot to a torpedo. The petition is not 
accompanied with any documents to establish the facts, 
but the committee have no reason to disbelieve their 
correctness. The petitioner asks of Congress “some 
compensation on account of his great and uncommon 
sufferings.” 

In common with every friend of humanity, the com. 
mittee sympathize with the petitioner, while they dep. 
recate and abhor the conduct of the enemy in such 
cruel and unheard-of treatment towards a citizen, not 
in the military or naval employment of the Govern- 
ment; they cannot, however, adopt the principle, that 
for every such violation of the usages of civilized war- 
fare, on the part of the enemy, the Government is 
bound to make compensation for the injury. They 
view the present as one of the multiplied examples, on 
the part of the enemy, during the present war, of out: 
rage known only in the history of British aggression 
and British warfare. The principle upon which this 
opinion is founded has been established in a variety of 
cases during the rom and last session of Congress. 
“oon recommend to the House the following reso- 
ution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not 
to be granted. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the message from the Senate announcing their 
amendments to the amendments of this House 
to the bill to incorporate the subscribers of the 
Bank of the United States of America. 

The first amendment having been stated, which 
proposes to make the capital of the bank thirty- 
five millions instead of thirty millions— 

Mr. McKez, of annie) expressed his hope 
that the amendment would not be agreed to, 
considering it as the rey of all the amend- 
ments of the Senate. He could see no possible 
advantages to result from the addition of five 
millions of capital, particularly as connected 
with the section authorizing the stoppage of pay- 
ment in specie. He could see no consequence to 
result from that clause, which was not disastrous 
and ruinous, and he therefore hoped it would not 
be agreed to. 

Mr. Hawains, of Kentucky, denied the appli- 
cability of the remarks of Mr. McKee to the 
amendments of the Senate. The only question, 
since the Senate had agreed to expunge the con- 
dition of a permanent loan to the Government 
was, whether the Senate should be accommoda- 
ted by increasing the capital of the bank by the 
addition thereto of five millions; for, in fact, the 
retention of the clause authorizing the suspen- 
sion of specie payment was immaterial, unless 
that it is more expedient to incorporate such a 
provision at once, than yield it to the importual- 
ty of the !ank hereafter. For he had no doubt, 
if the war continued, the bank must sooner or 
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later suspend specie payment ; even the banks of 
Kentucky and Ohio (where specie abounded) 
had at length been compelled in self-defence to 
stop payment of specie. The advantage to Gov- 
ernment in the proposed amendment, Mr. H. 
argued, would be found in the taking out of the 
market so much more of the war stock, &c. 
Something, he contended, was due to the Sen- 
ate, in the spirit of accommodation which that 
body had exhibited in yielding so far to the wish- 
es of the House, as to accept the greater part of 
the amendments; and particularly inasmuch as, 
in several cases of difference with that body, the 
House had exhibited much pertinacity in adher- 
ing to its peculiar opinions, &c. He treated as 
altogether ideal the argument of danger to the 
existence of the Republic from the refusal to in- 
corporate a bank. He had, he said, higher opin- 
ions of the destinies of this Government, and of 
its durability and ability to overcome every diffi- 
culty ; opinions which gained ground by every 
day’s experience, &c. 

Mr. TockTON, of New Jersey, rose to say, 
that he and those with whom he had acted, in 
the concessions they had made relative to the 
features of the bank bill, had gone as far as they 
could go, and further than they had originally 
intended, in order to conciliate with gentlemen 
on the other side of the House. After they had 
done this, it could not be expected, he said, that 
they should recede. He wished it, therefore, to 
be understood, that, while he should be happy to 

y all due respect to the other branch of the 

gislature, it could not be expected that they 
should yield up to them their honest convictions ; 
and therefore that they could not yield their 
assent to the amendments of the.Senate. 

Mr. Wricut, of Maryland, made a speech of 
some length expressive of his hope that a spirit 
of accommodation would have induced the House 
at once to have acceded to the amendments of 
the Senate, which he deemed advantageous. He 
considered it particularly important that a pro- 
vision should exist to prevent the agents or 
friends of the enemy from drawing all its specie 
from the vaults of the bank. The state of war 
he considered as changing essentially the usual 
state of mercantile operations, and requiring from 
the banks a suspension of payments in specie. 
He concluded his speech with the following 
quotations from legal authorities: “Inter arma 
leges silent ;” “ Necessitas non habet legem.” 

Mr. Grosvenor, of New York, after remark- 
ing that he felt not at all encumbered by the 
stipulations of compromise, inasmuch as he was 
not a party to it, having voted against the bill, 
proceeded to assign the reason why he should 
vote for this amendment. He found himself 
obliged to do so from a regard to his own consist- 
ency ; for, though he doubted of the efficacy of 
any bank that could be established, he was pretty 
certain that the plan of the bank would be im- 
proved by the addition to its capital proposed by 
the Senate. ‘ 

Mr. Forsyta, of Georgia, advocated at some 
length the adoption of the amendments of the 


Senate. He believed the addition of five mil- 
lions to the capital of the bank would operate as 
a benefit to the Government, by taking so much 
of the stock out of the market, &c. He denied 
the necessity, or even the propriety of any part 
of the House sacrificing their views of the na- 
tional interest in any ideas of compromise or 
conciliation. At least, he disclaimed, for him- 
i the operation of any such consideration on 
im. 

Mr. Curusert, of Georgia, made a speech of 
some length against the amendments of the Sen- 
ate. He considered them as inseparably con- 
nected with each other, and being so, he was 
altogether opposed to them. To the amendment 
now under consideration he was particularly op- 
posed, because by extending the quantity of war 
stock to be purchased, the ability to purchase 
Treasury notes would be so far diminished, and 
the immediate benefits to the Government so far 
curtailed. Mr. C. also dwelt with some empha- 
sis on the propriety of carrying into effect in 
good faith the compromise, by the aid of which 
the bill had passed this House in the form in 
which it had been returned to the Senate, &c. 

Mr. Forsytu denied the operation on him of 
the compromises alleged to have taken place in 
regard to this question. He was no party to it, 
and was ignorant of its terms. If the agreement 
had been in writing, he should like to see the 
names signed to it; to know who it was that 
was willing to bind the solid interests of the coun- 
a as a propitiatory sacrifice on the altar of con- 
ciliation. 

Considerable further debate took place on this 
amendment, in the course of which Mr. Haw- 
kins, of Kentucky, Mr. Texrair, of Georgia, 
Mr. Raea, of Tennessee, and Mr. Atston, of 
North Carolina, denied the authority of the 
compromise alleged to have taken place on a 
former occasion, which was on the other hand 
asserted by Mr. Curapert and Mr. Oak.ey, and 
incidentally by Mr. McKee. The first named 
gentlemen supported the amendment. and the 
latter opposed the amendment. Mr. Hawkins, 
in the course of his speech, took occasion to pay 
a high tribute to the talents and independence of 
the present Secretary of the Treasury, of which 
he challenged a denial. 

Mr. Forsytu, in conclusion of the debate, by 
way of disproving the obligation of the Repub- 
lican to conciliate the Federal side of the House 
on any question affecting the National Bank, 
quoted the yeas and nays on the question of re- 
consideration of the bill, (after it had been re- 
jected by the casting vote of the Speaker,) from 
which it appeared that of the fifty-four who 
voted against reconsideration, but siz belonged 
to the Republican side of the House. 

The question on concurrence in the first 
amendment of the Senate was finally decided in 
the negative by yeas and nays. For the amend- 
ment 80, against it 87, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av- 
ery, Barbour, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Burwell, Cald- 
well, Cannon, Chappell, Clendenin, Comstock, Con- 
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dict, Conard, Creighton, Crouch, Davis of Pennsyl- 


vania, Denoyelles, Desha, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of 


Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Har- 
ris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 


Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Jackson of 


Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kerr, Kershaw, Kil- 
bourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lyle, 
Macon, McCoy, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Mur- 
free, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
Wright. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, 
Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Caperton, 
Calhoun, Champion, Cilley, Clark, Cooper, Cox, Craw- 
ford, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Davenport, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Duvall, Earle, Ely, Evans, Farrow, 
Gaston, Geddes, Hale, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Henderson, 
Howell, Hungerford, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Johnson of Virginia, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKee, Miller, Moseley, 
Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Robertson, Ruggles, Schureman, Sey- 
bert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Stur- 
ges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Mas- 
sachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, 
Wood, and Yancey. 

The other material amendments were also dis- 
agreed to, after debate. 

Among others, was the amendment going to 
reinstate the payment in the specie suspending 
section, on which the vote was—for reinstating 
80, against it 85. 

So the House refused to reinstate that section. 

The House, after agreeing to some trivial 
amendments, determined to insist on those of their 
amendments to which the Senate had disagreed. 





Tuurspay, January 19. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Benjamin Wells, and others ; 
and it was ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Cuappe .t, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Amy Dardin, made a detailed report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of the heirs of David 
Dardin, deceased; which was twice read and 
committed. 

The bill from the Senate, supplementary to the 
act passed at the last session for the indemnifica- 
tion of certain claimants of public lands in the 


Mississippi Territory, was read the third time as 
amended, and passed. 


The bill for the better regulation of the Ord- 
nance department, and the bill for the relief of 
James Brahany, passed through the Committee 
of the Whole, and were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


Proceedings. 


JANUARY, 18]5. 





—————— 


The bill to alter and amend the several acts 
establishing a Navy Department, by adding there. 
to a Board of Commissioners, went through 
a Committee of the Whole; and, after being 
amended, was, on motion of Mr. Forsyu, post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the select committee on the letter of 
Patrick Magruder, Clerk of this House, touching 
the destruction, by the hands of the enemy, of the 
vouchers, for the contingent expenditures of his 
office ; and, after considerable debate, the resolv. 
tion reported by the committee was amended so 
as to read as follows, and then agreed to by the 
House, viz: 

Resolved, That Patrick Magruder, Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, be credited at the proper office in 
the Treasury Department for the sum of $30,668 78, 
and such further sums as he shall exhibit satisfactory 
evidence of having properly paid for expenditures on 
account of the contingent expenses of the House of 
Representatives since his last settlement; and that a 
copy of this and the former report of the committee be 
filed in the Auditor’s office. 





Fripay, January 20. 


Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Of- 
fices and Post Roads, to whom were referred sun- 
dry petitionsand memorials remonstrating against 
the usage of transporting the mail on the Sab- 
bath, and the report of the Postmaster General 
relating thereto, made a report; which was read, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. The report is as follows: 

“ That they have had the same under consideration, 
and deeming it of great national importance, particu- 
larly in time of war, that no delay should attend the 
transportation of the mail, they deem it inexpedient 
to interfere with the present arrangements of the Post 
Office Establishment ; and, therefore, submit the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer 
of the petitioners.” 

Mr. Ruea, from the same committee, reported 
a bill in addition to the act regulating the Post 
Office Establishment; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. McKes, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported to the House the Senate’s bill 
giving further time to complete the surveys, and 
obtain patents for lands located under Virginia 
Revolutionary land warrants ; which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Troup, from the committee of conference 
with the Senate on the disagreeing votes on the 
volunteer bill, made a report thereon, which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to alter and amend the several acts for estab- 
lishing a Navy Department by adding thereto a 
Board of Commissioners. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the bill so as to limit its duration to the contia- 
uance of the present war, which motion was 
negatived ; and the bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 
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| gislature of the Mississippi Territory, praying 
' that the amount of losses sustained by citizens of 
| the said Territory, in the present war against the 
' Creek Indians may be ascertained, in order that 
_ the sufferers may 
- aequired from said Indians.—Referred. 


_ the Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, pray- 
' ing that the inhabitants of said Territory may be 
' authorized to form a Convention for the adop- 
| tion of a Constitution, and that the said Terri- 
_ tory may be admitted into the Union as a State. 


| tothe committee appointed on the 18th instant, 
| to inquire into the expediency of making certain 
roads in the Mississippi Territory. 
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The bill for the relief of B. Wells, and others ; 
the bill for the better regulation of the Ordnance 
department ; and the bill for the relief of James 


_ Brahany; Were read a third time and passed. 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Perkins; the 
bill to continue in force the act declaring the 
assent of Congress toa certain act of the Legisla- 


ture of Georgia ; the bill for the relief of William 


Arnold; the bill for the relief of Farrington Bar- 


 calow; the bill concerning Weston Jenkins, and 


others; and the bill concerning Matthew Guy 
and others, severally passed through Committees 
of the Whole, and were ordered to be engrossed 


» fora third reading. 





Saturpay, January 21. 
Mr. Larrimore presented a petition of the Le- 










indemnified in lands to be 


Mr. Lartimore presented another petition of 


red, Thet the said petitions be referred 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Crark; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Resolved, That Patrick Magruder, Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, be removed from office ; 
that this House will, on Monday next, proceed to 
the election of a Clerk. 


An engrossed bill to alter and amend the sev- 
eral acts for establishing a Navy Department, by 
adding thereto a Board of Commissioners, was 
read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill directing the manner of con- 
tracts and purchases in the Navy Department, 
and for promoting economy therein, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Joseph Per- 
kins was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill concerning Matthew Guy, 
John Woodward, Samuel Tennison, and Wilfred 
Drury, was read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill concerning Weston Jenkins 
and others, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of William Ar- 
nold was read the third time, and passed. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole on the bill to amend the acts “more 
effectually to provide for the national defence, by 
establishing an uniform militia throughout the 
United States; and, after some time spent therein, 
the bill was reported with amendments, which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, 

Ordered, That General Winder have leave to 
withdraw the original documents, anne’ 
his communication to the committee appointe 
to inquire into the causes of the success of the 
enemy, in his recent enterprise against the City 
of Washington and the neighboring town of 
Alexandria, and reported by the committee of 
the House; the Clerk of the House first taking 
and retaining copies of such of them as have not 
been printed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have agreed to the amendments 
proposed by this House to the bill “ supplemen- 
tary to the act, entitled ‘An act providing for the 
indemnification of certain claimants of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory,” with amend- 
ment. The amendment was concurred in by the 
House. 

Another message from the Senate informed 
the House that the Senate have adopted the mod- 
ification proposed by the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendments depending to the bill “ to au- 
thorize the President of the United States to ac- 
cept the services of volunteers who may associate 
and organize themselves, and offer their services 
to the Government of the United States,” with 
an amendment. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
read and agreed to by the House. 


STATE OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. Eppes laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury to the Chairman 
oi the Committee of Ways and Means, exhibiting 
a view of the state of the Treasury of the United 
States at the close of the year 1814; which was 
read,and ordered to be printed. 

The letter is as follows: 


Treasury Department, Jan. 17, 1815. 

Stn: I have deemed it hitherto my duty to wait, 
with deference and respect, for a decision upon the 
measures which I had the honor to suggest to the 
Committee of Ways and Means on the 17th October 
last. But the rapid approach to the termination of 
the session of Congress induces me again to trespass 
upon your attention, earlier, perhaps, than is consist- 
ent with a satisfactory view of the situation of the 
Treasury, as some important plans are still under le- 
gislative discussion. I have now, however, the honor 
to submit to the consideration of the Committee of 
Ways and Means the following additional statements 
and propositions : 

STATEMENTS. 


I. Statement of the situation of the Treasury at the 
close of the year 1814. 


1. The charges on the Treasury for 1814. 


It appears, that at the close of the year 1813, there 
was a general balance of the appropriations for that 
year, remaining unsatisfied, and subject to be called 
for at the Treasury in the year 1814, amounting to 
about $8,131,313 03, and composed of the following 
items : 

Of the appropriations for the civil de- 
partment, about - $390,499 07 


. - 
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Of the appropriation for the military de- 

rtment - . - . - 2,666,230 33 
Of the appropriation for naval department 3,611,240 75 
Of the appropriation for the diplomatic 


department - - - = + 253,846 62 
Of the appropriation for miscellaneous 
services - - - . . - 1,209,496 26 


$8,131,313 03 
The annual appropriations for the year 
1814, amounted to the sum of 
38,003,691 28 
The sum necessary to meet 
the engagements, in re- 
lation to the public debt, 
was about - - - 11,560,586 39 


49,563,277 67 


The gross charge on the Treasury for the 
year 1814, was - . . - 57,694,590 70 


a 
es 


2. The Ways and Means of the Treasury for 1814. 


The gross charge upon the Treasury for the year 
1814, amounting to $57,694,590 70, included, as above 
stated, the balance of the appropriations of 1813, re- 
maining unsatisfied, at the i of that year. It is, 
therefore, proper to place to the credit of the Treasury, 
the outstanding revenue and resources, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1814, and these consisted of 
the following items : 

Of cash in the Treasury on the Ist of 

January, 1814 . - - - $5,196,482 00 
Of revenue received at the Treasury in 

the first quarter of 1814 4,236,062 28 
Of revenue received in the 

second quarter - - 2,822,108 05 
Of revenue received in the 

third quarter - - 2,313,183 20 
Of revenue received in the 

fourth quarter, by esti- 

mate - - - - 1,920,000 00 








11,311,353 53 
Of the proceeds of loans 
contracted for in 1813, 
and paid in 1814 - 3,592,665 00 
Of the proceeds of Treas- 
ury notes issued under 
the act of 1813, and re- 
ceived in 1814 - ~- 1,070,000 00 
—————— 4, 662, 666-00 
Of the amount of the loan 
authorized by the act of 
the 24th March, 1814 25,000,000 00 
Of the amount of the loan 
authorized by the act of 
15th November, 1814 - 3,000,000 00 
————-28, 000,000 00 
Of the amount of Treas- 
ury notes authorized to 
be issued by the act of 
the 4th of March, 1814 
Of the amount of Treasu- 
ry notes authorized tobe 
issued by the act of De- 
cember 26, 1814 - - 3,000,000 00 
—— 8,000,000 00 


5,000,000 00 





$57,170,500 53 


State of the Finances. 


JANUARY, 1815. 
From this statement, therefore, it appears 
That the charges on the Treasury for 
1814amountedto - - - - 57,694,590 70 
That the Ways and Means of the 
Treasury for 1814 amounted to = - 57,170,500 53 
$524,090 17 


ee 
eee 


And this excess of charges on the Treasury amount. 
ing to 524,090 17-100 dollars, beyond the ways and 
means, actually appropriated, will be payable out of 
the revenue, uncollected on the 31st of December, 1814, 
But, independent of the general view thus taken of the 
existing chargeson the Treasury, and of the ways and 
means designated by law, for the service of 1814, it is 
necessary to present a statement of the actual receipts 
and disbursements for that year. 

The actual receipts at the Treasury, during the year 
1814, amounted to the sum of $40,007,661 53, and 
consisted of the following items : 

The cash in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1814, 

amounted, as above stated to - ~ $5,198,482 00 
The revenue received at the Treasury, 

during the year 1814, amounted, as 

above stated to - - - 
The cash received at the Treasury, in 

the year 1814, on account of the loans 

and issues of Treasury notes author- 
ized in 1813, amounted, as above 

stated, to - - - - - 4,662,665 00 
The cash received at the Treasury on 

account of the loans authorized in 

1814, amounted, in the second quar- 

ter, to - - + 6,087,014 00 
In the third quarter, to - 2,815,060 00 
In the fourth quarter, by 

estimate, to - - 2,707,810 00 








11,311,353 53 





11,609,881 00 
The cash received at the Treasury on 
account of the issues of Treasu 

notes, authorized in 1814, amounted, 
in the second quarter, to 1,392,100 00 
In the third quarter, to - 1,503,900 00 
In the fourth quarter, to 4,231,280 00 
a 7,227,280 00 


40,007,661 53 
The actual disbursements at the Treas- 
ury, during 1814, (taking a part of 
the fourth quarter by estimate,) 
amounted to the sum of $38,273,619 
28, and consisted of the following 
payments : 
For the civil department - 
For miscellaneous _ ser- 
vices - - - - 1,207,492 30 
For the diplomatic de- 
partment - - - 
For the military depart- 
ment - - 20,510,238 00 
For the naval — 7,312,899 90 
For the public debt - 8,103,354 59 


933,327 97 


206,306 52 


38,273,619 28 
The estimated balance of cash in the 
Treasury, on the 31st of December, 


1814, being - - - - = 1,734,042 25 














To these views however, first, of the general charges 


woersea?t?ee st 
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on the Treasury, and of the ways and means desig- 
nated by law, for the service of 1814; and second, of 
the actual receipts and disbursements at the Treasury, 
during that year, it is proper to add a statement of the 
result, showing the condition of the Treasury at the 
end of 1814, in relation to the unsatisfied demands, and 
to the unexpended ways and means. 

The unsatisfied demands on the Treasury at the 
close of 1814, amounted to $19,420,971 42, and con- 
sisted of the balances of appropriations for the follow- 
ing objects : 

For the civildepartment -— - 
For miscellaneous services - ° 
For the diplomatic department = - 
For the Tr department - 





- $519,967 11 
- 1,285,682 36 
- 230,940 10 
- 9,458,898 33 
- 4,468,251 72 
- 3,457,231 80 


For the naval department - 
Forthe public debt -  - 


19,420,971 42 


The unexpended amount of the ways 
and means provided for 1814, was the 
sum of $23,396,881 25, and consisted 
of the following items : 

Cash in the Treasury on the Ist of Jan- 

uary, 1814, estimated at 1,734,042 25 
Revenue uncollected and 

outstanding, estimated at 4,500,000 00 
Authority to borrow money 

and to issue Treasury 

Notes, not executed, or 

not yet productive, under 

acts of the 4th and 24th 

of March, 1814 - 8,162,839 00 
Stock sent to Europe 3,000,- 

000; under act of Novem- 

ber 15, 1814, $3,000,000; 

under act of Decem. 26, 

1814, $3,000,000 - 9,000,000 00 
———_———-23,396,881 25 


The surplus of ways and means, in ref- 
erence to the service of 1814, includ- 
ing revenue and the unexecuted au- 
thority to borrow, and to issue T'rea- 
sury notes, is therefore - - - 3,975,909 83 














The conclusion from this statement of the situation 
of the Treasury at the close of 1814, under the differ- 
ent views which have been presented, would seem to 
establish, that the ways and means provided for the 
service of that year were considerably more than the 
demands on the Treasury would require. But it must 
always be recollected that the demands are positive 
and urgent; while a great portion of the ways and 
means rests upon a precarious foundation, Thus: 
The unsatisfied demands on the Treasury for the ser- 

vice of 1814, positive and urgent in their nature, 

amount to - - - - - $19,420,971 42 
The cash in the Treasury and the 

outstanding revenue only amount 

to - - - . - - 6,234,042 25 


SaaS 


13,186,929 17 


—_—— 














And, consequently, the payment of the difference, 
amounting to $13,186,929 17, for the service of 1814, 
must depend on the success of raising money by loan, 
or by issues of Treasury notes, under the unexecuted 
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authority, constituting the remaining ways and means 
designated for the same year. 

II. Statement of the situation of the Treasury for 
the year 1815. 


\. The charges upon the Treasury for the year 1815, 

as already ascertained. 

The estimates for the annual appropriations amount 
to $40,538,889 39, consisting of the following 
items : 

For civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous 





expenses - - - = «= $1,979,289 39 
For the military department - - 30,342,238 00 
For the naval department - - 8,217,362 00 





40,538,889 39 

The public debt will call for a sum of 
$15,493,145 30, to answer the fol- 
lowing claims: 

For interest and reimbursement of 
stocks existing before the war, the 
sum of - - - 3,452,775 46 

For interest on the fund- 
ed debt created since 
the war - - 

For the interest on loans 
to be effected in 1815, 
by estimate - - 1,500,000 00 

For the principal and in- 
terest of the Treasury 
notes falling due in 
1815, and on the Ist 
of January, 1816 - 7,617,553 12 


2,922,816 72 


15,493,145 30 


56,032,034 69 














From this view it appears, that ways and means 
must now be provided for un expenditure of the sum of 
$56,032,034 69, in the year 1815, independent of such 
additions as may arise from the contemplated estab- 
lishment of a sinking fund, in relation to the public 
debt created since the war, and from any other new 
object of expense, which shall be authorized during 
the present year. 


2. The Ways and Means of the Treasury for 1815. 
The outstanding and uncollected revenue, at the 
commencement of 1815, has been considered as appli- 
cable to the payment of the unsatisfied balances of the 
appropriations for the preceding year; and, conse- 
quently, only such parts of the revenue as shall ac- 
crue, and be actually received at the Treasury, during 
1815, can be embraced in the resources for the current 
service. But it also follows, from that view of the sub- 
ject, that the Treasury is entitled to be credited in 
1815, for the excess, in the provision of ways and 

means, to meet the expenditure of 1814. 

This excess, consisting of cash, of outstanding rev- 
enue, and of an authority to borrow, or to issue 
Treasury notes, amounts, as above stated, to the 
sum of - - - - - - $3,975,909 83 

The net sum receivable into the Trea- 
sury in the year 1815, for the duties 
on goods imported during that year, 
cannot be safely estimated at a great- 
ersum than - - - - - 

The direct tax will probably give to the 
Treasury, during the year 1815, a 
sum of - - - - . ° 


1,000,000 00 


2,000,000 00 
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The internal duties, old and new, and 
postage, on an estimate which is 
stated in the schedule A, will prob- 
ably produce, in the year 1815, a 
sum of - - . . - $7,050,000 00 

The sales of public lands will probably 





produce, in the year 1815, a sum of 1,000,000 00 
The amount of incidental receipts, 

from miscellaneous sources, will 

probably be - - - - - 100,006 00 


15,125,909 83 


But it appears that the single item of public debt 
will require, in the year 1815, a sum of— 
$15,493,145 30 
And that the revenue (independent of 
the excess of the authority to bor- 
row, &c., brought from the last 
year’s ways and means) will only be 11,150,000 00 


Leaving a deficiency, in that respect 
alone, of - - - - - 4,343,145 30 





In a more general view, however, it is to be stated, 
that the charges upon the Treasury for the year 
1815, amount to the sum of - - $56,032,034 69 

That the existing sources of supply 
amount only to - - - - 

And that ways and means must be 
provided to raise the deficit of - 


15,125,909 83 
40,906,124 86 








It will be readily seen that the estimates of the pro- 
duct of the direct tax, and of the new internal duties, 
are applicable only to the present year; and that, in 
every succeeding year, the amount will be greatly 
augmented. 

It must also be repeated, that in the statements now 

nted, no provision is inserted for the contem- 
plated sinking fund; nor for the payment of a consid- 
erable amount of unliquidated claims upon the Gov- 
ernment for services and supplies; as these objects 
seem to require a distinct consideration. 
Propositions. 

I. It is respectfully proposed that provision be made 
to raise a sum of $40,906,124 86, in addition to the 
amount of the existing revenue, for the service of the 
year 1815-—partly by taxes, partly by an issue of ‘T'rea- 
sury notes, and partly by an authority to procure money 


by . 

II. It is respectfully proposed that an additional sum 
be raised by taxes, to the amount of $5,000,000; and 
that the following objects, or a selection from these ob- 
jects of taxation, graduated in the amount to produce 
that sum, to be made equally productive, shall form 
the basis of the additional levy : 

1. A tax upon inheritances and devises, to 
be paid by the heirs or devisees, may be 
made to produce - - - - - 

2. A tax upon bequests, legacies, and statu- 
tory distribution, to be paid by the lega- 
tees or legal representatives, may be made 


$900,000 


toproduce- - - - «+ «+ 500,000 
3. An auxiliary tax upon all testamentary 

instruments and letters of administration, 

to be paid by the executors or adminis- 

trators, may be made to produce - - 200,000 


4. A tax upon legal process and proceed’ - 
ings in the courts of the United States, 
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to be paid by the parties at the time of 
taking out the process, or entering the 
ings, may be made to produce - 
5. A tax upon conveyances, mortgages, and 
leases, to be paid by the grantees, mort- 
gagees, and lessees, may be made to 
BreGnee «HABER GRE ES BUN, 
6. A stamp tax upon bonds, penal bills, 
warrants of attorney, notarial instru- 
ments, policies of insurance, all negotia- 
ble notes, protests of bills of exchange 
and promissory notes, bills of sale, and 
hypothecations of vessels, bottomry and 
respondentia bonds, may be made to 


$250,000 


300,000 


eee sey, SRAM - 

7. A tax of one dollar upon every barrel of 
wheaten flour, to be paid by the miller, 
may be made to produce’ - . - 
8. A tax upon the dividends (other than the 
dividends of banks,) and upon the sale 
and transfer of the stocks of banks, insu- 
rance companies, and other corporations, 
operating for profit upon a money capi- 
tal, may be made to produce mht Te 
9. An income tax may easily be made to 
produce - : - - - - 


400,000 


3,500,000 


600,000 
3,000,000 


III. It is respectfully proposed that the additional 
sum to be raised by the specified taxes shall be appro- 
priated as follows : 


1. Towards establishing a sinking fund, in 
relation to the public debt, created since 
the war - - - - - - $ 

2. Towards the payment of principal and 
interest of the Treasury notes, to be issued 
in the manner hereafter suggested - 

3. Towards defraying the expenses of the 
present year - - - - ° 


Total - ° ° « < 8 





IV. It is respectfully proposed that there shall be an 
emission of Treasury notes, for the service of the year 
1815, to the amount of $15,000,000, on the following 

lan : 
F 1. The denominations of the notes shall be such as 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation of 
the President, may direct. 

2. The notes of the denomination of $100 and up- 
wards shall be made payable to order, and shall bear 
an interest of 5 2-5 cent. per annum. 

3. The notes of a denomination less than $100, and 
not less than $20, shall be payable to order, and bear 
an interest at the same rate; or shall be payable to 
bearer, and bear no interest; as the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the approbation of the President of the 
United States, shall direct. 

4. The notes of a denomination under $20 shall be 
made payable to the bearer, and shall be circulated 
without interest. 

5. The notes shall be issued, and be made payable 
to the Treasury only; but, any portion of them may 
be deposited with the loan officers of banks throughout 
the United States, for the purpose of being put into 
general circulation. 

6. The holders of the Treasury notes not bearing 
an interest may at any time exchange them, in sums 
not less than $100, for certificates of public stock bear- 
ing an interest of 7 per cent. per annum, and irre- 


on 


20 





£00,000 


500,000 


600,000 
000,000 
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deemable for twelve years from the date of the certifi- | The demands on the Treasury, as above, 


7. The notes shall be receivable in all payments of 


the United States, but in such cases they may be re- 


issued. 

8. The notes shall be payable by annual instalment, 
according to their dates, and in the manner to be noti- 
fied by the Treasury, to wit: 


In 1816, the sum of, (one-fifth) - - $3,000,000 
In 1817, do. nw) a ne 
In 1818, do. do.. - « - 3,000,000 
In 1819, do. do - : - 3,000,000 
In 1820, do. do. - - - 3,000,000 

ee LS OS are 


9. The reimbursement of the notes shall be effected, 
according to the instalments, either by the payment of 
the princip»‘ and interest to the holders, or by taking 
out of circulation and destroying the amount of the 
instalment in notes which have been paid to the Uni- 
ted States for duties, taxes, or other demands. 

10. There shall be an appropriation of such a por- 
tion of the taxes, above specified, as will be adequate to 
the payment of the successive instalments of the notes ; 
and the faith of the United States should be pledged 
to make good any deficiency. 

11. There shall be no additional issue of ‘Treasury 
notes, except upon a specific pledge of the same taxes, 
or of other competent taxes, to an amount equal to the 
reimbursement of the notes, according to the stipu- 
lated instalments. 

V. It is respectfully proposed that authority should 
be given to the President to borrow the sum of 
$25,000,000, on the faith of the United States. 

1. The loan to be accepted on the most advantage- 
ous terms that can be obtained. 

2. The amount of the loan, for the payment and 
security of principal and interest, to be placed on the 
same footing as the rest of the funded debt created 
since the war. 

If the propositions submitted to the consideration of 
the Committee of Ways and Means should be adopted, 
the Treasury will be placed on the following footing 
for the year 1815: 

1. The ascertained demands upon the 

Treasury amount to - - $56,032,034 69 
2. The existing sources 

of revenue and sup- 

Bly will produce $11,150,000 00 
3. The excess of out- 

standing revenue, and 

of authority to borrow 

money and to issue 

Treasury notes for the 

service of 1814, be- 

yond the demand, is 
estimated at - - 
4, The taxes now pro- 
posed are estimated to 
produce, for 1815 - 
5. The issue of Treas- 
ury notes, for the ser- 
vice of 1815, will pro- 

duce - - - 15,000,000 00 
6. The authority to raise 

money by loan, for the 

service of 1815, ex- 

tends to - - - 25,000,000 00 





3,975,909 83 


5,000,000 00 





60,125,909 83 


being deducted, amounting to - 56,032,034 69 





Leave a surplus of ways and means of $4,093,875 14 








The surplus of ways and means, for the year 1815, 
will be applicable to the establishment of the contem- 
plated Sinking Fund, and to the payment of any ad- 
ditional expenses that Congress may authorize. 

In making the present communication, I feel, sir, 
that I have performed my duty to the Legislature of 
the country; but when I perceive that more than forty 
millions of dollars must be raised, for the service of the 
year 1815, by an appeal to public credit, through the 
medium of Treasury notes and loans, I am not without 
sensations of extreme solicitude. The unpromising 
state of the public credit, and the obstructed state of 
the circulating medium, are sufficiently known. A 
liberal imposition of taxes, during the session, ought to 
raise the public credit, were it not for counteracting 
causes; but it can have no effect in restoring a nation- 
al circulating medium. It remains, therefore, with the 
wisdom of Congress to decide, whether any other 
means can be applied to restore the a credit, to 
re-establish a national circulating medium, and to fa- 
cilitate the necessary anticipations of the public reve- 
nue. The humble opinion of this Department on the 
subject has been respectfully, though frankly, expressed 
on former occasions, and it remains unchanged. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 


J. W. Eppss, Esq., Chairman, &c. 


Schedule A. 


Treasury DeparTMENT, 
Revenve Orrice, Dec. 16, 1814. 
Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your re- 
quest, to submit the annexed estimates of the products 
of the existing internal duties, and of the additional 
duties proposed to be laid by the bills now before Con- 
gress ; the first statement exhibiting the products for an 
entire year after the respective duties shall be in full 
operation, and the last statement showing the amounts 
that may be expected to be received from each duty 
during the year 1815. It may be proper to add, that 
the materials do not exist for forming estimates, with 
regard to the new duties, on which a perfect reliance 
should be reposed. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. H. SMITH, 
Commissioner of the Revenue. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 
Estimates of the products of the existing internal du- 
ties, and of the eee additional duties for an 
entire year after they shall be in full operation. 


Stamps - : $510,000 
Carriages - - - : - - 300,000 
Sales at auction - - - - - 300,000 
Refined sugar - - - - - 150,000 
Licenses to retailers - - - - 900,000 
Licenses for stills, with the duty on spirits 4,000,000 
Postage - - - - : - 250,000 
Lotteries - . io . . * 150,000 
Furniture - ° ° es i - 1,238,000 
Horses for the saddle and carriage - 70,000 
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Gold watches - - - - - 60,000 
Bilver watches - - <- - = 170,000 
Deis fs 0, 4% eS fe 75,000 
Saddles and bridles - - - . 66,000 
Paper - - - - - 7 7 50,000 
Candles an - a = e ° 200,000 
Playingcards - + - + = 80,000 
Tobacco and snuff - wo Sak ge 200,000 
Dieta eres Ye cored tates oneyys 
Iron - - - - : . - 350,000 
esteigse ce He Ve ieee 200,000 
Beer, ale, andporter - - - - 60,000 
ee ee 600,000 
$10,379,000 
No. 2. 
Estimate of the amounts that may be expected to be 


received from the foregoing duties, during the year 
1815. 


Stamps ae awe Oe eS de ee 
Carriages - - - - . - 300,000 
Sales at auction - - - - - 210,000 
Refined sugar - - - - - 150,000 
Licenses to retailers - - - - 875,000 
Licenses for stills, with the duty onspirits 2,600,000 
eee 2. Ss 8 250,000 
Lotteries - . . - - - 50,000 
Furniture - - - - - - 1,238,000 
Horses for the saddle and carriage - 70,000 
Gold watches - - - - - 60,000 
Silver watches - - - - - 170,000 
Boots - - - 
Saddles and bridles 
oe. 2,5 
Candles - - 
Playing cards - 
Tobacco and snuff - - - 570,000 
Hats - - - 
Iron - - - 
Nails - - - 
Beer, ale, and porte 
Leather - - 

$7,053,000 


This estimate has been made on the supposition that 
the bills laying the new duties will be passed previous- 
ly to the Ist of January next. 








Monpay, January 23. 
Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and 


Means be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of the tallow-chandlers in 
Philadelphia; the brewers in the city of New 
York ; non-resident owners of lands lying in the 
State of Ohio; the Paper Manufacturing Society 
of Pennsylvania; inhabitants of the city of New 
York, praying for the establishment of a National 
Bank; F. F. Breman; Stephen Girard; as also, 
from the resolution of the 4th of October last, in- 
structing them to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing the proprietors of spirituous liquors dis- 
tilled from domestic materials of which they are 
themselves the growers, to sell, without license, 
any quantity thereof not less than one gallon. 


Mr. McKes, from the Committee on the Pub. 
lic Lands, reported a bill granting a donation of 
three hundred and twenty acres of land to An. 
thony Shane; which was read the first time, and, 
on motion, the said bill was read the second time, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. IncuaM, of Pennsylvania, ee the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the establishment of an uniform sys. 
em of bankruptcy.—Referred. 

Mr. Epres, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to provide additional rey. 
enue for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining public credit, by jaying a duty 
on lotteries; a bill for the relief of Saltus, Son, 
& Co., merchants, of the city of New York; 
and a bill to amend the act laying duties on re. 
tailers’ licenses, for the relief of domestic manv- 
facturers of wine, who themselves dispose of their 
product; the two first of which were committed, 
and the latter ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


OPERATION OF THE DIRECT TAX. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report on the petitions of the in- 
habitants of the counties of Hickman and Dick- 
son, in the State of Tennessee ; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. The report is as 
follows: 

That the petitioners pray to be relieved from the 
unequal operation of the act imposing a direct tax. 
The —— section of the act authorized the several 
State Legislatures to vary the sums imposed on the 
respective counties. The Legislature of the State of 
Tennessee passed an act, requiring the assessors of the 
United States, after the valuations were completed, to 
equalize and apportion the tax on the several counties. 
The Congress of the United States passed a law declar- 
ing its assent to the act of the State of Tennessee, with 
a proviso, declaring, “ that in case the assessors should, 
from any circumstance, fail to make the equalization 
and apportionment required by the act of the State of 
Tennessee, that then, and in that case,the tax should 
be levied and collected in the form prescribed by the 
law of the United States, imposing a direct tax.” It 
appears that some of the assessors performed the du- 
ties required by the act of the State of Tennessec; 
the assessor from the county of Murry refused to dis- 
charge the duties required by the act; in consequence of 
which the counties of Hickman and Dickson were de- 
prived of the advantages derived from the equalization 
and apportionment, and the tax was levied and col: 
lected in conformity with the provisions of the law o/ 
the United States, declaring the assent of Congress (0 
the act of the State of Tennessee. The petitioners 
state, that the refusal of the assessor to act, has sub- 
jected the county of Hickman to a tax of fifty-four 
cents in the hundred dollars, and the county of Dick- 
son to a tax of forty cents, while the county of Marry, 
the place of residence of the assessor, is subjected to 4 
tax of only nineteen cents in the hundred dollars. 
The petitioners pray, either that the equalization may 
be now made, or that the counties of Hickman and 
Dickson may be allowed a credit for the sum with 
which, from the conduct of the assessor, they were 
made chargeable. It cannot be doubted but that the 
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conduct of the assessor produced, as stated by the pe- 
titioners, inequality in the operation of the tax on the 
counties of Hickman and Dickson. Ae, however, the 
State of Tennessee alone had the benefit of a partial 
equalization by the assessors, all the counties in all the 
States might, with equal justice, claim an examination 
of the principles on which their respective portions of 
the State quota have been fixed. By the direct tax 
pill recently passed, provision is made for an equaliza- 
tion of the tax; this will afford ample relief for the 
counties of Hickman and Dickson, against the future 
operation of the inequality complained of. The tax 
having been paid in many of the States, and the col- 
lection having progressed in all, the committee consider 
that it would be inexpedient to recommend any mea- 
sure which might bring into question the principles on 
which the tax was originally imposed. The following 


| resolution is, therefore, submitted : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought 
not to be granted. 


DUTY ON STILLS. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report on the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the State of Connecticut, owners 
of stills, referred on the 2d of November, 1814 ; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
The report is as follows: 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry proprietors of copper 
stills in the State of Connecticut, submit, as a part of 
their report, a letter from the Commissioner of the Reve- 
nue. n a view of the facts contained in the letter, 
the committee unite in opinion with the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, that the duty recently imposed on the 
gallon of spirits distilled will tend, in some degree, to 
remedy the inequality complained of, and that it is in- 
expedient, at present, to vary the proportion between 
the duty on stills and boilers. 

Treasury Department, 
Revenve Orrices, Nov. 25, 1814. 

Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your favor of the 23d instant, enclosing a petition 
from sundry inhabitants of the State of Connecticut, 
representing the unequal operation of the existing duty 
on stills and boilers. 

The information in my possession does not enable 
me to form a decided opinion whether the present duty 
on stills is greater than it should be, compared with 
that on boilers. Several letters have been received, 
all of which state the advantages which the distillers 
will derive from recent improvements in the construc- 
tion of boilers, and generally recommending an in- 
creased duty on them; but it does not satisfactorily 
appear that these advantages are peculiar to boilers, 
and that equal advantages do not attach to some stills 
over others, owing to the late improvements in their 
construction. Such is undoubtedly the variety in the 
forms and modes of operation of the several descriptions 


‘ of vessels used in the United States for the purposes 


of distillation, in their productive powers, and in the 
expense with which they are werked, that the existing 
duty is relatively light on some, compared with other 
stills, and on some, compared with other boilers, as 
well as on some boilers compared with some stills. 
This effect, it will be perceived, is altogether inde- 

ndent of the duty, and is incident to the superior 
improvements of the one kind of vessel over the other. 
The boilers, it is to be added, being of recent introduc- 
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tion, possess, so far as applicable to them, all the im- 
provements made in stills. 

From an inspection of the whole number of licenses 
ascertained to have been granted in all the collection 
districts during the two first quarters of the present 
year, and in seventy districts for the third quarter, it 
appears that there have been granted 18,846 licenses 
for stills, and 542 for boilers; of which number there 
have been granted in the State of Connecticut, 425 for 
stills, and 26 for boilers. 

It is certainly desirable that a just equality should 
characterise the duty on stills and boilers. A just 
equality cannot, however, require the imposition of such 
a duty as would tend in any way to disturb the rela- 
tive benefits attendant on different descriptions of ves- 
sels which would be used independent of the existence 
of the duty, much less to deprive ingenuity of the 
stimulus to improvement which it reasonably finds in 
the profit that flows from such improvement. 

Upon the whole, as the contemplated duty on the 
gallon of spirits distilled within the United States will, 
in some degree, overcome any inequality in the present 
duty, and as more experience of the operation of the 
present duty is required to ascertain the nature and 
extent of any existing inequalities, I am of the opinion 
that it would be inexpedient at this time to vary the 
proportion between the duty on stills and boilers. 

I am, with great respect, &c., 

8S. H. SMITH, 
Commissioner of the Revenue. 


Hon. Joun W. Errss, Chairman, &c. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in pursuance of the resolution instructing 
them to inquire into the expediency of imposing 
a direct tax on the District of Columbia, and other 
Territories of the United States, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill to provide addi- 
tional revenue for defraying the expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and maintaining the public credit, by 
laying a direct tax upon the District of Colum- 
bia; which was twice read, and committed. 

The report is as follows : 

That the sixteenth clause of the eighth section of 
the Constitution declares, that Congress shall have 
power to “‘exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, over such district of country, not exceed- 
ing ten miles square, as may, by cession of particular 
States and the acceptance of Congress, become the 
Seat of the Government of the United States.” No 
doubt can be entertained but that this general grant 
of legislative powers, must include the right of impo- 
sing taxes, which is among the most common and 
ordinary objects of legislation. Nor is it believed that 
the exercise of this power, so far as it respects the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, is either prohibited or limited by 
any clause of the Constitution. The third clause of 
the second section of the Constitution, which declares 
“ that representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States, which may be in- 
cluded within this Union, according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound 
to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons,” is consid- 
ered as applying exclusively to the States, and was 
evidently designed, so far as respects the imposition of 
taxes, as a substitute for the rule of apportionment fixed 
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by the eighth Article of the Old Confederation, under 
which each State contributed for the common defence 
and welfare, according to the value of its lands, 
bi and improvements, instead of the amount 
of its population. The right to tax the other Territo- 
ries of the United States, appears equally clear. The 
fourth article of compact between the United States 
and the Territories, declares “ the said territory and 
the States which may be formed therein, shall forever 
remain a part of this Confederacy of the United States 
of America, subject to the Articles of Confederation, 
and to such alterations therein as may be constitu- 
— made, and to all the acts and ordinances of the 
United States in Congress assembled, conformable 
thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the said terri- 
tory, shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debt, 
contracted or to be contracted, a proportional part of 
the expenses of Government, to be apportioned on 
them by Congress according to the same common rule 
and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be 
made on the other States.” 

On the other point referred to the committee, viz: 
the policy of imposing a direct tax, they have bestowed 
all the attention which its importance merits, from in- 
volving the principles of representation and taxation. 
It cannot be denied, that the imposition of taxes, by 

rsons who owe complete responsibility to the people, 
is one of the best securities against the abuse of power. 
By the Constitution of the United States, this princi- 
ple of representative responsibility was violated, so far 
as respects the District of Columbia, and the rights 
and interests of the people transferred to persons over 
whose election the inhabitants have no control. The 
enly question is, whether their being placed in a pecu- 
liar situation by the Constitution, ought to operate as 
a permanent exemption from taxes. It is not believed 
that the right to tax, exercised by persons who owe no 
responsibility to those on whom their laws must oper- 
ate, is in principle more exceptionable, than the exer- 
cise of powers which affect the personal rights, and 
even the life of the citizen. On these important ques- 
tions, however, the Congress of the United States must 
legislate. No other power can, within the District of 
Columbia, prescribe the regulations necessary to pro- 
tect the innocent and punish the guilty. ‘in a free 
country, every portion of the community ought to con- 
tribute to the common defence and general welfare ; 
nor is it believed that the framers of the Constitution 
intended to violate this principle, by exempting from 
taxes a district of country whose natural advantages 
are by no portion of the United States, and 
which derives peculiar benefits from the disbursement 
annually of large sums drawn from other portions of 
the Union. 

The situation of the other Territories is materially 
different : at a distance from market, with a large por- 
tion of unimproved and unproductive land, they are 
still struggling with all the inconveniences attendant 
on infant settlements, surrounded by powerful tribes 
of hostile savages. While, therefore, no doubt can be 
entertained as to the Constitutional right to impose a 
direct tax on Territories, the committee deem it at pres- 
ent inexpedient, and submit a bill for imposing a direct 
tax on the Distsict of Columbia. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 


On motion of Mr. Crark, of Kentucky, the 
further consideration of the orders of the day 
Was postponed until to-morrow, in order to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution for the 


nen 


removal of Patrick Magruder from the office of 
Clerk of the House of resentatives, and the 
appointment of a successor. 

he House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution offered on Saturday, by Mr, 
Crark, on that subject. 

A motion was made, by Mr, Fisk, of Vermont, 
to postpone the further consideration of this mo- 
tion to Monday next; which was opposed by 
Mr. Dovau, and Mr. Ciark, and supported by 
Mr. Fisk, Mr. Farrow, and Mr. Hawkins, when 
Mr. Fisk withdrew his motion. 

The adoption of the resolve was then opposed 
by Mr. Wariaui, in a speech of full two hours in 
length. It was also opposed by Mr. Guo.sox 
and Mr. McKim, and supported by Mr. Pearson, 
Mr. Macon, and Mr. Cuark. : 

Mr. McKim moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolution to this day week. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Cuark, Mr. 
Pearson, and Mr. Oak ey, and supported by 
Mr. Moore and Mr. Eppes. 

The motion was finally decided at a late hour 
as follows: For postponement 71, against it 71. 

The Speaker decided the question by an af- 
firmative vote, and the further consideration of 
the resolution was therefore postponed to this day 
week. 

[The foundation for this motion to oust Mr. 
Maaruper is briefly this: During the late incur- 
sion of the enemy, Mr. M. was, on account of 
ill-health, at the Springs, and, of course, absent 
from the city, leaving his office in charge of his 
clerks. The principal clerk being a colonel in 
the militia, and all the others except one called 
out in the militia, one of those so in service was, 
on the near approach of the enemy, permitted to 
return, and, with the remaining clerk, to attempt 
the salvation of the records. Many of them, and 
those the most valuable, were saved by being 
carried into the country; others, of less impor- 
tance, were removed into the house formerly be- 
ig to General Washington, whieh was wan- 
tonly destroyed by the enemy. Among the pa- 
pers left in the Capitol were the vouchers of the 
contingent expenses of the past year, which, 
being in a small drawer, were overlooked, and 
irrecoverably lost in the aoe conflagration. 
Soon after the meeting of Congress, in conse- 
quence of a letter from Mr. Magruder narrating 
these circumstances, and inviting inquiry, a com- 
mittee was appointed to investigate the matter, 
who reported unfavorably to the clerks as to the 
exertions made in saving the public papers ; and 
also reported that, out of $50,000 received on ac- 
count of contingent moneys, and all of which, 
except about $3,000, is alleged to have been ex- 
pended, vouchers are produced for little more 
than $30,000 of the amount, which, or a great 
part of it, the committee infer has been improp- 
erly used. Whereupon, the House resolves that 
the Clerk shall have credit at the Treasury for 
all the ascertained expenditures, and such other 
amount as he shall produce or hereafter obtain 
vouchers for, It ought to be observed that the 
contingent fund has always been exclusively ua- 
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| der the direction of Mr. Magruder’s principal 
clerk, and it does not appear that Mr. M. himself 
| bad any knowledge of its disbursement, consid- 
ering itas having been “7 controlled by the 
- Committee of Accounts. Under these cireum- 


| stances a motion is made to remove him, on the 
ground of neglect in confiding these matters to 


. his deputies; which is opposed on the ground of 
_ his unimpeachable character and general good 
conduct. This is believed to be an impartial 
statement of the case. } 

The House adjourned at a late hour. 


Tuespay, January 24. 


Mr. Troup, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill making provision for sub- 
sisting the Army of the United States, by author- 
izing the appointment of commissaries of subsist- 

ence; which was read twice, and committed to 
- a Committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Troup, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to authorize the purchase of a tract of land 
for the use of the United States; which was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed and read the 
third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Lownpes, 

_ Ordered, That General Winder have leave to 
' withdraw the papers mentioned in the Journal of 
_ the 21st instant, by his agreeing to furnish copies 
_ thereof for the use of the House. 

_ The Seeaxpr laid before the House a letter 
_ from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the 
' annual report of the Commissioners of the Navy 
Pension Fund, 

An engrossed bill to amend the act laying du- 
ties on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise, was read the 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Incuam, the bill for the re- 
lief of Isaac Smith and Bratton Caldwell, passed 
the Committee of the Whole, and was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The order of the day, on Mr. Jackson’s propo- 
sition to amend the Constitution, so as to give to 
Congress power to establish a National Bank, &c. 
having been called over, on motion of Mr. Jack- 
son the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The bill to extend the time of Oliver Evans’s 
patent for his improvement on steam engines, un- 
derwent considerable discussion, in Committee of 
the Whole, and was, after a long debate, amended, 
and reported to the House. 

Mr. Lewis moved further toamend the bill, by 
adding thereto, the following proviso : 

“ And provided also, That the said Oliver Evans 
shall not be entitled to any of the privileges granted 
by this act, but upon the express condition that he 
shall permit any — or persons to use the improve- 
ments of the said Oliver Evans in the machinery of 
mills for the manufacture of flour during the continu- 
ance of his extended patent therefor, upon the same 
terms as were demanded by the said Oliver Evans be- 
fore the extension of the said patent.” 

The motion was negatived, and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and reada time to-morrow. 
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Mr. McKee, of Kentucky, from the Committee 
of Public Lands, reported a bill to amend and ex- 
tend the provisions of the act of the 16th April, 
1814, entitled “an act confirming certain claims 
to land in the Illinois Territory, and providing 
for their location ;” which was twice read an 
committed. 

The engrossed bill, declaring the assent of Con- 

ress to an act of the Legislature of the State of 

eorgia, establishing the fees of the health officer 
and harbor master of the ports of Savannah and 
St. Mary’s, was read a third time. 

Mr. TayLor moved that the further eonsidera- 
tion of the bill be postponed until Monday next; 
which motion was negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Prrxtn, of Connecticut, the 
further consideration of the bill was, after debate, 
postponed indefinitely. 

The engrossed bill to authorize the purchase 
of a certain tract of land for the use of the Uni- 
ted States (in the vicinity of Plattsburg) was 
read a third time, and passed; and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence therein. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Isaac Smith 
and Bratton Caldwell, was read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate. 

The bill from the Senate to extend the time of 
Oliver Evans’s patent, for bis improvement in the 
steam engine, was read a third time. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to postpone 
indefinitely the further consideration of the bill; 
which motion was decided as follows by yeas 
and nays: For the motion 54, against it 79. 

The bill was then passed, and the concurrence 
of the Senate requested in the amendments made 
by the House thereto. 


MILITIA BILL. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
Mr. Jacxson’s bill to amend the militia law, so 
as to conform the organization of the militia of 
the several States, as far as regards the officers 
thereof, to that of the military force of the Uni- 
ted States. 


A motion was made by Mr. Wriaart, of Mary- 
land, to strike out the second section of the bill. 

That motion was superseded by a motion of 
Mr. Tay tor, of New York, to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill indefinitely. 

The object of the bill was advocated by Messrs. 
Jackson, Hawkins, Cannon, and others, and 
opposed by Messrs. Wricut, TayLor, PICKERING, 
Wesstenr, and others. 

The arguments in favor of the bill were, gene- 
rally, the dissonance arising from the dissimi- 
larity of the provisions of the State laws for 
organizing the militia, to those of the laws direct- 
ing the organization of the Army of the United 
States; and the confusion hence produced in the 
militia draughts, &c. The opponents of the bill 
contended that it would be highly inexpedient, 
on the other hand, to disturb the present organl- 
zation of the militia, which, it was also said, was 
by many well-informed military men believed to 
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be superior to the organization of the Army of 
the United States, &c. 

The question on indefinite postponement was 
decided in the affirmative: For the postponement 
94. against it 45, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Archer, Avery, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brecken- 
ridge, Brigham, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Caperton, 
Caldwell, Calhoun, Champion, Cilley, Comstock, 
Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Culpeper, Daven- 

rt, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Farrow, Fisk of 

ew York, Forney, Gholson, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Hopkins of 

entucky, Hungerford, Hulbert, Irving, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Kent of Maryland, King of Massachu- 
setts, King of North Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, 
Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McCoy, McKee, McKim, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moseley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Piper, Potter, John Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rich, Roane, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, 
Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, 
Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, 
Troup, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson 
of Massachusetts, Winter, Wright, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Barbour, Bard, 
Bines, Cannon, Chappell, Clendenin, Desha, Duvall, 
Earle, Findley, Forsyth, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kennedy, Kerr, Kilbourn, Lyle, Macon, McLean, Mur- 
free, Nelson, Newton, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Ridgely, Ringgold, Sevier, Sharp, Strong, 
Tannehill, Udree, and Wilson of Pennsylvania. 





Tuurspay January 26. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of the President 
and Directors of the Anacostia Bridge Company ; 
which was read, when, 

Mr. Yancey reported a bill for the relief of the 
Anacostia Bridge Company ; which was read 
twice and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Pieasants, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the bill from the Senate, “to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
cause to be built, equipped, and employed, one or 
more floating batteries for the defence of the 
waters of the United Siates,” without amend- 
ment; and the bill was committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Saturday next. 

On motion of Mr. Tayuor, the Committee of 
Military Affairs was instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of repealing or amending so much 
of the act for establishing rules and articles for 
the government of the armies of the United 
States, as relates to the infliction of corporal pun- 
ishment. 

On motion of the same gentleman, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of imposing a duty 
on silver plate and jewelry manufactured for sale, 
in the hands of the manufacturer. 

Mr. Tay or also submitted for consideration 
the following resolution : 


Petition of George Hite. 
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Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
Message of the President of the United States ag re. 
lates to the militia, be instructed to inquire whether 
any, and, if any, what provision ought to be made by 
law for assessing, collecting, or remitting fines jm. 
posed on officers, non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, by militia courts martial. 

Mr. McCoy, of Virginia, moved to amend this 
motion by adding thereto the following: “And 
that they inquire into the expediency of increas. 
ing the fines on such officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates, for offences under the mili- 
tary laws;” which motion was negatived. 

The motion of Mr. Taytor was then agreed 
to as moved by him. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the remainder of the copies ordered to be printed 
by the House of Representatives of the digest of 
the returns of the arts and manufactures of the 
United States. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Henry 
Nimmo, was twice read, and committed. 


PETITION OF GEORGE HITE. 


Mr. Cuappe.u, from the Committee on Pen. 
sions and Revolutionary Claims, made a report 
on the petition of George Hite ; which was read, 
and the resolution therein contained was con- 
curred in by the House, 

The report is as follows: 


That the petitioner asks Congress to remunerate 
him for a number of negroes, horses, and caitle, which, 
he alleges, were the property of his father; and which 
were taken by the Cherokee Indians in the year 1776, 
from his father’s residence, after having first killed the 
whole family, except himself; some of which negroes, 
he states, are now in the possession of the said In- 
dians. The petitioner is so defective in his testimony 
that he does not make out such a claim as can be 
granted. He neither shows himself to be the heir of 
the person, whose property is said to have been taken, 
nor, does he show, satisfactorily, the value of the prop- 
erty taken, or that any was taken. But, if all these 
points were established, the committee still think he 
has no claim upon Congress.. He bottoms his claim 
on the treaties made by the United States with these 
Indians in 1785 and 1795; by the first of which the 
Indians were bound to deliver up and restore all the 
property belonging to the citizens of the United States 
which they had taken; and by the latter they were 
allowed to retain all such property as still remained in 
their possession. There is no satisfactory evidence 
that any proper efforts were ever made to recover this 
property between the dates of these two treaties. The 
neglect of the petitioner to do this certainly cannot 
create an obligation on the Government to remunerate 
him. Every person who had lost a horse or a cow, by 
the depredations of these Indians, has an equal claim 
on the Government with the petitioner, and, by ob- 
taining the remuneration asked for, would find in the 
Government a convenient warrantor for all their losses. 
This, it is believed, would not be considered good 
policy at this day. If there ever were an obligation 
created, on the part of the Government, by the neglect 
of the petitioner it has been destroyed ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 
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MR. JEFFERSON’S LIBRARY. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill from the Senate authorizing the purchase 
of the library of Thomas Jefferson. 

A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, that the 
same be postponed indefinitely. For the motion 
69, against it 73, 

A motion was then made by Mr. Cooper, of 
Delaware, to postpone the further consideration 
of the bill to the 4th day of March next. For 
the motion 68, against it 74. 

The question was then stated on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved to recom- 
mit the bill with instructions to a select commit- 
tee to report a new section, authorizing the 
selection of such of the books belonging to said 
library as might be necessary or useful to Con- 
gress in their deliberations, and to dispose of the 
remainder at public sale. This motion was nega- 
tived—yeas 56. 

Mr. Kina afterwards moved to recommit the 
bill to a select committee, with instructions to 
report a new section authurizing the Library 
Committee, as soon as said library shall be re- 
ceived at Washington, to select therefrom all 
books of an atheistical, irreligious, and immoral 
tendency, if any such there be, and send the same 
back to Mr. Jefferson without any expense to 
him. This motion Mr. K, thought proper after- 
wards to withdraw. 

This subject, and the various motions relative 
thereto, gave rise to a debate which lasted till the 
hour of adjournment; which, though it afforded 
much amusement to the auditors, would not in- 
terest the feelings or judgment of any reader. 
Those who supported the bill in debate were 
Messrs. Wricet, Fisk of Vermont, Ruea of 
Tennessee, and Hutsert; and those who op- 

osed it were Messrs. Kina of Massachusetts, 

ARROW, Cannon, Hanson, Grosvenor, Pick- 
ERING, and Wessrer. 

Those who opposed the bill, did so on account 
of the scarcity of money, and the necessity of ap- 
propriating it to purposes more indispensable than 
the purchase of a library ; the probable insecurity 
of such a library placed here; the high price to 
be given for this collection; its miscellaneous 
and almost exclusively literary (instead of legal 
and historical) character, &c. 

To those arguments, enforced with zeal and 
vehemence, the friends of the bill replied with 
fact, wit, and argument, to show that the pur- 
chase, to be made on terms of long credit, could 
not affect the present resources of the United 
States; that the price was moderate, the library 
more valuable from the scarcity of many of its 
books, and altogether a most admirable substratum 
for a National Library. 

The final question on the passage of the bill 
was decided in the affirmative. For the passage 


of the bill 81, against it 71, as follows: 
Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Bar- 

bour, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Chap- 

pal, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, 
esha, Duvall, Earle, Evans, Findley, Fisk of Ver- 
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mont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Jackson 
of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Lyle, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Murfree, Nelson, 
Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Taylor, 
Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wil- 
liams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 


Nars—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, 
Breckenridge, Brigham, Caldwell, Cannon, Champion, 
Cilley, Clendenin, Comstock, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsyl- 
vania, Ely, Farrow, Geddes, Goldsborough, Gros- 
venor, Hale, Hanson, Henderson, Howell, Hunger- 
ford, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, 
Markell, Montgomery, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pick- 
ering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, 
Ridgely, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Stuart, 
Sturges, Taggart, Tannehill, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Winter, and Wood. 





Fripay, January 27. 


Mr. McKim presented a petition of sundry 
merchants and other inhabitants of Baltimore, 
praying for the establishment of an uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 
—Referred. 

Mr. Gaston presented a petition of the Presi- © 
dent and Directors of the College of Georgetown, 
praying to be invested with authority and power 
to confer the usual academical honors on those 
who, by their proficiency in the liberal arts, may 
be judged deserving of such distinctions.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Prieasants, of Virginia, from the Naval 
Committee, to whom was referred the report of 
the acting Secretary of the Navy on the petition 
of Uriah Brows: made a report unfavorable to the 
Government’s making any experiment on this in- 
vention at the present time; which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill giving the right of pre-emption in the 
purchase of pablte lands to certain settlers in the 
Indiana Territory ; which was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

The remainder of the day was spent on the bill, 
reported by the Committee of Claims, to author- 
ize payment for property lost, captured, or de- 
stroyed by the enemy whilst in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, to which sundry 
amendments were made in Committee of the 
Whole, and reported to the House. 

After employing the day wholly on this bill, the 
House adjourned without having gone through 
the same. 


LLL AN 
——_—— 
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Sarorpay, January 28, 

Mr. Epres, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reporied a bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1815; 
which was read the first time, and, on motion, the 
said bill was read the second time, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
7 next. 

message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ supplemen- 
tary to the act, entitled ‘An act laying daties on 
licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, 
and foreign merchandise, and for other purposes,” 
with an amendment, in which they ask the con- 
currence of this House. The Senate have also 

ssed a bill “concerning field officers of the mil- 
itia;” in which bill they ask the concurrence of 
the House. 


CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 


The Speaxer laid before the House a letter 
from Patrick Maacruper, the Clerk to the House, 
resigning his situation as such; which was laid 
on the table. 

The letter is as follows: 

To the honorable Spxaxtn 
of the House of Representatives - 
Crzrx’s Orrics, Jan. 28, 1815. 

Sir: It is with a reluctance I cannot well express, 
that I find it necessary again to throw myself on your 

liteness as the medium of communication to the 

ouse, on a subject no less painful to me than it must 
be to them. This is im upon me as a duty, as 
well by the arguments derived from those inimical to 
me, (as I learn,) from silence in regard to the last re- 
port of the committee, appointed at my request to in- 
vestigate the situation of the office under my charge, 
' as by the indications afforded by the recent vote of the 
House. In regard to the accounts of my office, the 
correctness of which has been arraigned by a commit- 
mittee of the House, I have nothing to add to what I 
have said on a former occasion on this subject, except 
to reassert my entire innocence and ignorance of any 
misapplication of the public moneys, and to express 
my conscientious belief that the public money has been 
faithfully disbursed by my principal clerk, to whom it 
was confided, and that he will be able to account for 
it at the Treasury ; and would have been able to do so 
at this day, had not the unfortunate conflagration of 
the Capitol destroyed his accounts, and subjected his 
conduct to a scrutiny, in which the fact of a deficiency 
of the vouchers destroyed has been adduced as evidence 
against him. 

Could I presume so far, it might be an easy task to 
exhibit errors of great importance in that part of the 
report of the committee on my conduct, which relates 
to the account of the contingent fund. It is in my be- 
lief demonstrable, that its errors are not limited to 
hundreds, or to any moderate number of thousands of 
dollars. Still easier would it be to dissipate almost 
every argument used in debate on that report, tending 
by assertion or implication to prejudice the House 
against me personally; but, sir, he who is put upon 
his trial without opportunity to defend himself from 
accusations adduced against him, can expect no benefit 
from an after appeal to those who have already pro- 
nounced judgment against him. 

Little, sir, did I ever expect to have to answer to this 
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ouse, on charges affecting my character, at this ad. 
vanced period of my life. Since I penned the age of 
eighteen years, have I been in public life. By those 
who knew me best, I have been selected to fill various 
public stations, judicial as well as legislative, under 
both State and General Governments, and no man has 
ever before appeared to — to me malfaisance jn 
the duties of my station. In every situation in which 
it has pleased my country to place me, I have endea- 
vored to sustain a character more dear to me than 
wealth; and the attempt to rob me of a jewel more 
precious than life, to deprive me of that honest fame 
which I had acquired by a long course of public ser- 
vice, however it may temporarily succeed in this body, 
cannot eventually depress my character or standing in 
the eyes of the American people. Truth is great, and 
will prevail. I court its light, and shrink not from its 
test. The office of Clerk of this House, arduous and 
trying as are the duties to be performed during the 
sessions of Congress, has never been considered by me, 
ina peer point of view, an object. Two years 
since I should have resigned it, but for the dissuasions 
of my friends. I was too proud of the honor conferred 
by the flattering suffrage I had received from the hon- 
orable House. I retained my seat; and how cruelly 
I am treated for that determination let recent events 
decide. 

But, sir, it is not my intention to weary you or the 
House by reiterating those unavailing regrets which 
force themselves on my bosom. It is probable, sir, | 
might, by resorting to humiliating solicitation, reinstate 
myself in my former footing in the House; but there 
is implanted within my bosom a principle much more 
powerful than the love of popularity or of office. It is 
the sense of honor which forbids solicitation from, or 
even association with, those who entertain a suspicion 
derogatory to my fair fame. That there are such among 
those whom I have once been proud to call my politi- 
cal friends, the motion now pending in the House, and 
the manner in which it has been supported, sufficient- 
ly indicate. After a struggle between contending 
feelings, I have therefore determined to resign the of- 
fice I now hold, to eae those by whom I am perse- 
cuted to attain, with greater ease, an object to which 
they have been willing to sacrifice, not only my fam- 
ily but my reputation. I beg the Speaker and House 
to accept of this my resignation of the office of Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. I take this last op- 
portunity to offer to yourself, and the House, the hom- 
age of my unfeigned respect, and to those who have 
stood forth to befriend an injured man, and resisted the 
accusations against me, the assurances of my eternal 
gratitude. ‘To my successor in office, let him be whom 
he may, I wish an easier and happier time in the dis- 
charge of his duties than I have had. 


I am, sir, with —. 
ATRICK MAGRUDER. 
PAYMENT FOR PROPERTY LOST, &c. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing payment for the property lost, 
captured, or destroyed, while employed in the 
military service of the United States: When, 

Mr. STanrorD moved that the bill do lie on the 
table.-Negatived. 

Mr. BigeELow moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Claims; which was 
determined in the negative. 

The amendment made by the Committee of the 
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Whole House to the second section was then again 
read, and concurred in by the House. 
A motion was made by Mr. Harais further to 
amend the bill, by inserting therein the following 
section thereof: 
Sxc. 4. And be it oor enacted, That every per- 
er firearm may heretofore have 
impressed into the service of the United States, 


_ been 
ye order of any officer therein employed, and which 


not have been returned or otherwise accounted 


- for, shall be entitled to pay for the same. 


Which was determined in the negative, 
Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved further to 


' amend the bill by striking out the following 
' words, contained in the 5th’ and 6th lines of the 
| 2d section, to wit: “either by impressment or con- 
 tract;” which was determined in the negative. 


The bill was further amended; and a motion 


_ was made by Mr. Kiisourn, further to amend 
_ the bill by inserting, between the 11th and 12th 
lines of the 1st section, the followin 
_ who shall have lost any horse or 
_ in service as aforesaid, in consequence of the 
owner being killed or wounded, or his obedience 
| tothe orders of the officer commanding any ex- 
_ pedition.” 


words: “or 
orses while 


Which motion was determined in the negative. 
Mr. Desua moved further to amend the bill by 


adding thereto the following section: 


And be it further enacted, That the mounted vol- 


_ unteers who served in the Northwestern expedition 


in the Fall of the year 1813, or in the Southern cam- 
paign against the hostile Creek Indians, commanded 


- by Major General Jackson and General Floyd, and who 
- lost their horses by death or otherwise, in consequence 


of being dismounted and separated from their horses 
by the orders of the Commanding General, without 
the default or negligence of the owner, shall be en- 
titled to compensation therefor. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 62, nays 65, as 


follows: 


Yzuas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bard, 
Bines, Bowen, Butler, Caldwell, Cannon, Clendenin, 


_ Comstock, Conard, Creighton, Davis of Pennsylvania, 


Desha, Duvall, Earle, Evans, Farrow, Forney, Ghol- 
son, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Humphreys, Hun- 


_ gerford, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson 


of Kentucky, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, 


_ Lowndes, Lyle, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgom- 
_ ery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Rea of Penn- 


sylvania, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sevier, Sharp, Shef- 
fey, Slaymaker, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Vir- 


| ginia, Strong, Tannehill, Telfair, Williams, Wilson of 


Pennsylvania, Winter, and Wright. 

Naxs—Messrs. Archer, Barbour, Barnett, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Breck- 
enridge, Burwell, Champion, Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Davenport, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Golds- 
borough, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Mary- 
land, King of SE eae King of North Carolina, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, Moseley, Oak- 
ley, Pickering, Pickens, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sherwood, Ship- 
herd, Stanford, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, 


Troup, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Webster, Whea- 
ton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and 
Yancey. 


Mr Jackson, of Virginia, moved further to 
amend the said bill by inserting the following 
section : 

And be it further enacted, That mounted men who 
have been, or shall hereafter be, employed in the ser- 
vice of the United States, and who have lost, or shal 
hereafter lose, their horses, by death or otherwise, with- 
out their default or negligence, in consequence of their 
being dismounted and separated from their horses by 
the orders of the commanding officer, shall be allowed 
and paid the value thereof. 


Which was determined in the negative. 

Mr. McLean moved further to amend the bill 
by inserting, after the words “ United States,” in 
the 10th line of the Ist section, the following 
words: “or where any horse or horses may have 
been surrendered to the enemy and lost to the 
owner by capitulation;” which was determined 
in the negative. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved further to 
amend the first section of the bill, by adding 
thereto the following words: “deducting there- 
from the amount which may have accrued to the 
claimant for the use and risk of his horse ;” which 
was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved further to 
amend the first section, as follows: 

Line 5, after the word “damage,” insert “ without 
any fault or neglect on his part.” 

Line 4, strike out the word “ has,” and insert “ have.” 

Line 6, after the word “or,” strike out the word 
Fag and insert “ which have died, or shall hereafter 

ie of.” 

And the question being taken on the said amend- 
ments, it was determined in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Kine, of Massachusetts, the 
bill was further amended ; and it was ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time on Monday 
next. 





Monpay, January 30. 


The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill, supplementary to the act entitled “An act 
laying duties on licenses to retailers of wine 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise, an 
for other purposes,” were read, and concurred in 
by the House. 

On motion of Mr. McKes, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of com- 
pelling the Clerk of this House to give bond for 
the faithful application and disbursement of the 
contingent fund of this House, 

The bill from the Senate, “concerning field 
officers of the militia,” was read a second time, 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole. 

The engrossed bill, giving a right of pre-emp- 
tion in the purchase of public lands to certain 
settlers in the Indiana Territory, was read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Senate. 

The engrossed bill to authorize payment for 
property lost, captured, or destroyed, whilst in the 
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military service of the United States, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to receive into the service of the United 
States certain corps which may be raised and or- 

anized in any State to serve in lieu of the mil- 
itia thereof, passed through a Committee of the 
Whole, and was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

Mr. Lewis called up the bill for repairing or 
rebuilding the public buildings in this city, which 
the House refused to take up, 60 to 49; and also 
the bill to incorporate the Farmers and Mechan- 
ics’ Bank of Georgetown ; and also the bill estab- 
lishing the Bank of the Metropolis; all which the 
House refused to take up. 

The bill for the regulation of the courts of jus- 
tice in the Territory of Indiana was then taken 
up in Committee of the Whole, on the motion of 

r. Jenninas. After some discussion on this 
bill, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill in addition to the act regu- 
lating the Post Office Establishment; the bill was 
reported to the House, and made the order of the 
day for Monday next. 

r. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes for the service of the year 1815; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, “in addition 
to the act to regulate the laying out and making 
a road from Cumberland, in the State of Mary- 
land, to the State of Ohio;” in which they ask 
the concurrence of this House. The Senate have 
also passed the bill “to prohibit intercourse with 
the enemy, and for other purposes,” with an 
amendment, in which they request the concur- 
rence of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, 

Resolved, That the committee on that part of 
the President’s Message which relates to the mil- 
itia, be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending the act supplementary to an act, en- 
titled “An act to provide for calling forth the mil- 
itia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions, and to repeal 
the act now in force for those purposes, and to 
increase the pay of volunteer and militia corps,” 
passed February the 2d, 1813, so as to allow to 
the militia, in addition to the pay and emoluments 
allowed by the before recited act, who now are, 
or may hereafter be, in the service of the United 
States, the same amount of clothing, in propor- 
tion to the time they are in said service, as is al- 
lowed to the regular army ; and in all cases where 
the said militia shall furnish themselves with 
clothing, while in service as aforesaid, to allow 
them the amount of the United States’ price in 
money in lieu thereof. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
KILBourn: 


Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by law, 
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for payment to the mounted volunteers and draughted 
militia, who have served in the Northwestern army, or 
against the Creek Indians, under the command of 
Generals Jackson and Floyd, of the value of the horses 
lost by them in the service of the United States, jn 
either of their several expeditions, in consequence of 
the men being dismounted and separated from their 
horses, by order of their respective commanding offi. 
cers, and without the fault or neglect of the owner, or 
in consequence of the rider or riders being killed or 
wounded in battle; and that the Committee of Claims 
be instructed to prepare and report to this House a bil! 
accordingly. 

The question was taken to consider the said 
resolution, and determined in the negative— 
yeas 43, 

Mr. Rueaues offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reduc- 
ing the tax laid on stills or boilers used solely in the 
rectification of spirituous liquors, or on spirits rectified 
therein.” 

The House agreed to consider the resolution— 
54 votes to 52. 

Mr. Roca tes stated his reasons for this mo- 
tion, viz: that the duty was now so high as to 
effectually suppress such distillation, as he was 
informed by letters from his district. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution, and decided in the negative— 
ayes 45, 

The following amendment to the standing 
rules and orders of the House was submitted by 
Mr. Forsyta; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table: 


“ After reports from select and standing committees 
have been called for and disposed of, motions for the 
reconsideration of any decision of the preceding day 
shall be in order, and have precedence of all other 
business.” 

‘‘ All bills, resolutions, orders, or other propositions, 
adopted by the House, shall be retained in its posses- 
sion until the time limited for motions for reconsidera- 
tion shall have expired, unless otherwise specially di- 
rected.” 





JOSEPH G. ROBERTS. 


Mr. PLeasants, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made a report on the petition of Joseph 
G. Roberts; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. It is as follows: 


The petitioner states that he is a surgeon in the Navy 
of the United States, and as such was attached to the 
squadron on Lake Erie, commanded by Commodore 
Perry ; that whilst the squadron lay in port, the men 
becoming sickly, a hospital was established on shore, 
and the petitioner placed over it as surgeon; that 
whilst discharging his duty on shore the action on the 
lake took place, on the 10th of September, 1813, 10 
which the whole of the enemy’s squadron was cap- 
tured; that some of the wounded seamen were sent 
to the hospital after the action; that, in dividing the 
prize money, such a construction has been given to 
the law as to exclude the petitioner from any part 
thereof; under which construction the whole of said 
prize money has been distributed among the officers 
and crew; the petitioner prays that Congress would 
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grant him such a sum as will be equal to what his pro- 
portion of the said prize money would have been, had 
it been determined that he was entitled to a propor- 
tion thereof. oe 

The committee are of opinion that the construction 
given to the Jaw in the case stated is a correct one, 
and conformable to naval usage in similar cases. Prize 
money is allowed asa stimulus to courage and exer- 
tion in action, and a reward for valor, danger, and vic- 
tory. They, therefore, recommend to the House the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 

THOMAS RIDDELS. 


The Speaker laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Navy, on the petition 
of Thomas Riddels; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. Itis as follows: 


Navy Department, Jan. 28, 1815. 

Sr: In reply to an order of the honorable the House 
of Representatives, of the third inst., referring the peti- 
tion of ThomasRiddels, of Philadelphia, to the Commis- 
sioners of theNavy Pension Fund, I have the honor to 
state that Thomas Riddels was regularly shipped in the 
United States’ service at six eee month wages, 
and was stationed on board gunboat No. 121, command- 
ed by Sailingmaster Wm. Sheed ; that, on the 29th day 
of July, 1813, in an action with the enemy, which took 

near the entrance of the Delaware bay, the said 
homas Riddels lost his leg. After recovering from 
amputation, he was employed at the navy yard, Phila- 
delphia, and on the 30th May, 1813, a pension was 
granted to him of three dollars per month, being the 
highest rate authorized by law. 

There are many cases of peculiar hardship similar 
to this, particularly in the corps of marines, in which 
a man, for the greatest degree of disability, can receive 
no more than half his monthly pay, which heretofore 
has been only six dollars. 

As the pension granted to this boy, Thomas Riddels, 
is for life, he might be bound apprentice to some pro- 
fitable sedentary trade, and the accumulation of his 
pension, under guardianship, and proper management, 
may enable him to be usefully employed both for him- 
self and the country. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 

The Hon. the Srraxer 

Of the House of Representatives. 


ELECTION OF CLERK. 


Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, moved the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That this House will proceed on —— at 
—— o'clock, to the appointment of a Clerk, in the 
7 of Patrick Magruder, who has resigned that 
office. 

The question on filling the first blank with the 
word to-morrow was decided in the negative— 
60 to 55. 

Mr. Pearson then moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, with a view to introduce a motion 
to postpone the appointment of a Clerk until the 
next session, and in the meantime to appoint a 
Clerk temporarily. He desired time to make a 
selection from such candidates as should present 
themselves for this important office. 

To this it was objected, that the office of Clerk 


was in itself temporary, and would require re- 
election at the commencement of next session. 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, moved to fill the blank 
with the word Wednesday ; which was negatived 
—ayes 43. 

The blanks were then filled with the words, 
“this day, at two o’clock.” 

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to. 

The House afterwards proceeded to ballot for a 
Clerk. Messrs. Thomas Dougherty, Thomas L. 
McKenney, O. B. Brown, Samuel Burch, and N. 
B. Van Zandt, were severaily nominated. On 
the first balloting there were— 


For Mr. Dougherty - - mil 1} te 80 
McKenney - . - - 35 
Burehis  (< “em sce 99 
Brown - erty Ww 
Van Zandt -~— - - - 4 


Seattering - -  - 6 
On the second ballot Mr. Dougherty had 83 
votes, and Mr. McKenney 73, and four scattering ; 
so Mr. Doucuerty was elected. 





Tuespay, January 31. 


Tomas Dovuauerty, who was, on yesterday, 
elected Clerk of this House, gave his attendance, 
and took the oath of office prescribed by the act, 
entitled “An act to regulate the time and man- 
ner of administering certain oaths,” 

Mr. Easton presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of the Territory of Missouri, setting 
forth the defenceless situation of that Territory, 
and praying that such number of troups may be 
stationed in said Territory as will be sufficient, 
not only to repel aggression, but to carry on ac- 
tive warfare in the heart of the enemy’s country. 
Laid on the table. 

The Committee of Ways and Means were dis- 
charged from a further consideration of a resolu- 
tion of the 12th of November last, relative to the 
importation of certain goods free of duty, and it 
was referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Incerso.t, the Committee 
on the Judiciary were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of the Mississippi Territory, presented on 
the 9th instant; and from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of the Legislature of the 
Territory of [llinois, presented on the 18th in- 
stant; as also, from the further consideration of 
the resolution of the 4th instant, relative to fugi- 
tives from justice, and to persons escaping from 
the service of their masters; and the said memo- 
rials and resolutions were referred to Messrs. 
Suarp, Taytor, Law, Sserwoop, Kine, of 
North Carolina, Woop, and Jenninas. 

The bill from the Senate, “in addition to the 
act to regulate the laying out and making a road 
from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to 
the State of Ohio,” was read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Eppes, of Virginia, reported a bill to fix 
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the compensation and increase the accountability 
of collectors of the direct tax; which was twice 
read, and committed. 

The bill sent from the House to prohibit inter- 
course with the enemy, was returned to the 
House with sundry amendments; which occa- 
sioned considerable discussion, but were all con- 
curred in eventually. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Government for 1815.—[The 
eivil list bill.] 

Bills of this description are generally consid- 
ered as little more than mere matter of form, as 
designating moneys to be applied to purposes 
already authorized by law ; and, therefore, seldom 
ow rise to discussion. One clause of this bill, 

owever, gave rise to a wide and rather animated 
debate of a desultory character. 

Mr. McKep, of Kentucky, moved to strike out 
the clause which appropriates, for the salary of 
the Superintendent General of Military Supplies, 
and clerks and messenger employed in his office 
ten thousand dollars. This motion he predicate 
on the idea that this office was in itself unimpor- 
tant, and its utility by no means commensurate 
with its cost to the Government. 

This motion was supported, in debate, by the 
mover and Messrs. Pirxin, Suerrey, Gaston, 
Farrow, Hanson, and Grosvenor; and opposed 
by Messrs. Eppes, Hawkins, Wricut, and Fisk, 
of New York. 

On the one hand, it was alleged that no man 
could assign the uses of this office to the Govern- 
ment, or at least any adequate to its cost, which 
could not as well be performed by a sin le clerk 
in the office of the Accountant of the War De- 
partment, &c.; and, if useless, that it would be 
@ proper course to strike out that item of this bill, 
and postpone it till the bill making appropria- 
tions for the Military department should come 
under consideration, in which it might be conve- 
niently inserted, if then deemed expedient to be 
continued. 

On the other hand it was argued, that this 
office was one of great importance to the proper 
distribution and accountability for military sup- 
plies, of which a proper account and checks there- 
on could in no way, probably, be so well supplied. 
If, however, the continuance of this office were 
not indispensable, of which most of the gentle- 
men on either side professed themselves unquali- 
fied to judge, this was not the proper way to get 
at the office for the — of abolishing it. The 
office now existed by law, and it was as proper 
and necessary to appropriate money for its sup- 
port as for that of any office under the Govern- 
ment. 

When the question was taken, there appeared 
to _ for striking out the clause 59, against 
it, 54. 

The bill as amended was reported to the House, 
but the House adjourned before deciding on the 
amendments made in Committee. 
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Wepnespay, February 1. 

Mr. Moore presented a petition of the Com. 
mittee of oe and Safety of the city and 

recincts of Baltimore, representing the defence. 
ess situation of that city, and praying that a 
foree may be provided adequate to their defence 
during the next campaign.—Referred to the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Jennincs presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the Indiana Territory, praying 
that the said Territory may be erected into a 
ve: gp and independent State.—Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, reported a bill for the 
relief of Thomas and John Clifford, of Philadel. 
phia; which was read twice, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Kersuaw, from the Committee of Ac- 
counts, reported a bill to compel the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, to give security for the faithful 
application and disbursement of the contingent 
fund of the said House; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Peasants, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Uriah 
Coolidge and James Burnham; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of George S. Wise; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. Yancey, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill from the Senate “ for 
the relief of William Gamble,” made a report 
thereon ; which was read, and, together with the 
bill, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying a 
duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, and jew- 
elry, and paste work, manufactured within the 
United States; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the 
— laying a direct tax upon the District of Co- 
umbia. 


SURETIES OF A COLLECTOR. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report on the petition of Solomon 
Frazer and Mary Eccleston; which was read, 
and referred to a Committee of the whole House 
on Saturday next. The report is as follows: 


That the following is the statement of facts which 
must govern the opinion of the House in this case: 

James Frazer was appointed collector of the port of 
Vienna, in Maryland, about the Ist day of April, 1795; 
and Solomon Frazer and Charles Eccleston (the latter 
now deceased, of whom the petitioner, Mary Eccles- 
ton, is the personal representative,) became his sure- 
ties in a bond to the United States in the penal sum 
of two thousand doilars. At the end of the year 1795, 
James Frazer was in arrear, on rendering his accounts 
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to the Government, in the sum of $350 82; which 
balance against him continued to increase from year 
to year, until the month of June, 1805, about which 
time James Frazer went out of office, when the sum 
due from him to the United States was $3,924 86. 
No measures were taken by the United States to en- 
force the payment of the arrears due from James Fra- 
zer until June, 1785, (after he was out of office,) when 
a suit was commenced against him and his sureties. 
The writ against James Frazer was returned, served 
at September term, 1807, and judgment was obtained 
against him at — term, 1808, for the balance 
of his account. xecution was taken out on this 
judgment, on the 29th day of June, 1810, by virtue of 
which James Frazer was imprisoned; and on the 3d 
day of July thereafter was discharged from his impris- 
onment, by an order of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
on the ground of his insolvency. This order of the 

was irregular, being granted by him under a 
mistaken supposition that James Frazer was impris- 
oned on a judgment obtained on a revenue bond; the 
law empowering the Secretary to discharge from im- 
prisonment in certain cases not extending to the case 
of collectors. 

It does not appear when the insolvency of James 
Frazer took place; Lut it appears that, in February, 
1804, he sustained a considerable loss by fire ; and that 
he had property to the amount of two or three thous- 
and dollars about the end of the year 1808. 

It also appears that a judgment was obtained against 
Solomon ee for the sum of $2,000, (the penalty of 
the bond,) before the year 1808, which is still in force. 
It does not appear that any judgment has been ob- 
tained against Charles Eccleston or his personal rep- 
resentative. 

On this statement of facts the committee are of opin- 
ion that the petitioners are entitled to the relief they 
ask for; and, therefore, submit the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitions of Solo- 
mon Frazer and Mary Eccleston is reasonable, and 
ought to be granted. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the 
year 1815; and the said amendments being again 
read, were concurred in by the House, except the 
following, to wit: 

“Strike out the following items: 

“For compensation to the Superintendent General 
of Military Supplies, clerks, and persons employed in 
his office, —— ;” 

“ For contingent expenses in the office of the Super- 
intendent General of Millitary Supplies, ——.” 

After much debate, the question was taken to 
concur with the Committee of the House in 
striking out the said items, and was determined 
in the negative—yeas 61, nays 86, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Champion, 
Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor, Hanson, Henderson, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, Kent of 
Maryland, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Macon, Markell, McKee, Montgomery, Moseley, Oak- 


ley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Stu- 
art, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Whea- 
ton, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, 
Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Com- 
stock, Condict, Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, 
Earle, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New 
York, Forney, Franklin, Gholson, Geodwyn, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, 
Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, 
Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McLean, Moore, 
Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, Piper, 
Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, 
Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, 
Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, Wood, Wright, and Yancey. 

The bill was then further amended, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and read the third time to-mor- 
row. 





Taurspay, February 2. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill for the relief of Edward 
Hallowell; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Bricuam submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the propriety and expedi- 
ency of reducing the national expenses, by abolishing 
any of the offices in the Military or War Department, 
or by discharging any of the officers of the United 
States, whose continuance in office may not be neces- 
sary for the public service. 


Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
rejected by the House: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on so much 
of the President’s Message of the 20th of September 
last, as relates to the classing and disciplining of the 
militia, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making provision, by law, to make all white male per- 
sons, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
residing on lands to which the Indian title is not ex- 
tinguished, liable to do militia duty. 

On motion of Mr. NEtson, 

Resolved, That the memorial of William Lam- 
bert, accompanied with astronomical calculations 
relative to the establishment of a first meridian 
for the United States, at the seat of their Govern- 
ment, presented on the 27th of December, 1809; 
also, the reports of two committees of this House, 
and a report of the Secretary of State on that 
subject, made the 28th of March, 1810, the 20th 
of January, 1813, and the 3d of July, 1812, be 
referred to a select committee, to inquire into the 
expediency of Congress adopting such measures 
as may be proper to carry into effect the objects 
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roposed in the said memorial and reports, with 
eave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. Netson, Lownpes, Wesster, Kent, 
of New York, and Bowen, were appointed the 
committee. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1815, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the President of 
the United States to receive into the service of 
the United States, certain corps which may be 
raised and organized by any State, to serve in 
lieu of the militia thereof, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the regulation of the 
courts of justice of Indiana, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Saltus, 
Son, and Company, merchants, of the city of 
New York; which was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to amend and extend the 
provisions of the act of the 16th of April, 1814, 
entitled “An act confirming certain claims to 
land in the Illinois Territory, and providing for 
their location. The bill was reported with 
amendments; which were concurred in by the 
House, and the bil! ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time to morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the bill to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the District of Columbia; 
also, on the bill to provide additional revenues for 
defraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a duty on lot- 
teries; and on the bill to provide additional rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying a 
duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, and jew- 
elry, and paste work, manufactured within the 
United States; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee reported the second mentioned 
bill with amendments, and had leave to sit again 
on the remaining bills. 


PAYMENT FOR HORSES LOST, &c. 


The following resolution was submitted by 
Mr. Kitpourn: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, 
by law, for paying to the mounted volunteers and 
draughted militia, who have served in the Northwest- 
ern army, under the command of Generals Jackson 
and Floyd, against the Creek Indians, or to their heirs 
or assigns, the value of the horses by them lost in said 
service, in consequence of the men being dismounted 
or separated from their horses, by order of their respect- 
ive commanding officers, on any expedition, or in con- 
sequence of the riders being killed or wounded in bat- 
tle, or who have lost their horse or horses while in the 
service of the United States, by any unavoidable acci- 
dent, deducting from the original value of such horses, 
respectively, as were received into the service, the 

































amount which may have been paid for the use there. 
of, in any of the cases, prior to the loss of the same as 
aforesaid. : 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso. 
tion; and, the same being amended, on the ques. 
tion to agree to the same, it passed in the affirm. 
ative—yeas 67, nays 49, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Burwell, Butler, Caldwell, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clendenin, Condict, Crawford, 
Crouch, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Eppes, Evans, 
Findley, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Good. 
wyn, Griffin, Hall, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Hangerford, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, 
Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, 
McKee, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, New. 
ton, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Sharp, Sheffey, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Stuart, 
Tannehill, Udree, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Yan. 
cey. 

Nayrs—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bayly of 
Virginia, Bigelow, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brigham, 
Champion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Daven. 
port, Davis of Massachusetts, Ely, Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, Pearson, Pitkin, 
John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sher. 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, 
Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Troup, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, White, 
Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 





Fripay, February 3. 


Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on the Pos 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to alter and 
establish certain post roads ; which was read, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate proceeded to the reconsideration 
of the bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the sub- 
scribers tothe Bank of the United States of Ame- 
rica,” which was returned by the President of the 
United States, on the 30th day of January, 1815, 
with objections; and have resolved that the said 
bill do not pass, two-thirds of the Senate not 
agreeing thereto. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for taxing lotteries; and it was ordered to be 
engrossed fur a third reading. 

he engrossed bill for the relief of Saltus, Son 
& Co., was read a third time and passed. 

The engrossed bill to amend and extend the 
provisions of the act of the 16th April, 1814, en- 
titled “An act confirming certain claims to lands 
in the Illinois Territory, and providing for their 
location,” was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to provide additional revenues for de- 
fraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a duty on all 
gold and silver plate, jewelry, and pastework, in 
the hands of the manufacturer, passed through a 
Committee of the Whole, and was, without ob- 
jection, ordered to be engrossed fur a third read- 
ing On to-morrow. 
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VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND CLAIMS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the report of the Committee of 


- Claims on the petition of Sarah Easton and Dor- 
 othy Storer, re resentatives of Colonel Robert 
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H. Harrison, of Virginia, deceased, who pray for 
permission to locate a land warrant granted to 
them by the State of Virginia in consideration 
of the revolutionary services of the deceased, on 
the public lands, a portion of which rightfully 
belongs, as it is contended, to Virginia for the 
satisfaction of claims of this character. 

The circumstances of this case are nearly 


- these: Colonel Harrison was one of the best and 
_ most approved officers of the Continental army, 
until after the siege of Yorktown, in the Revolu- 
_ tionary war, in the capacity of aid and secretary 
_ to General Washington, whose representatives 
- did not, until 1813, obtain from the State of Vir- 


EB ginia a grant of land i in consideration of his ser- 
_ vices; which grant, however, owing to the cession 


of her land by Virginia to the United States, with- 


out sufficient reservation for the satisfaction of 
military claims, (though such reservation was in- 
tended,) is of no present use to them; and they 
therefore pray permission to locate this warrant 
on any unappropriated lands of the United States, 
and also pray compensation from the United 
States for the services of their deceased father. | 
The committee to whom the petition was referred 
report, that this case cannot be distinguished from 
a mass of other claims, barred by the statute of 


_ limitations, and therefore ought not to be granted. | 


This report was warmly and eloquently op- 
sed by Mr. Samira, of New York, Mr. Jackson, 
r. Suerrey, and Mr. Ne.son, of Virginia, and 


, Mr. McKes, of Kentucky, and advocated by Mr. 


- Bowen, of Tennessee, Mr. Wriaut, of Maryland, 


and Mr. Cuappe.t, of South Carolina. 


The debate on the report spread over the whole 


| field of the equitable right of the State of Vir- 


ginia to claim of the United States the location 
of her military land warrants on the lands of the 


- United States, seeing that she only of all the 


States had accepted the invitation of the General 
Government to cede to them all her public land, 
reserving only a portion thereof for the satisfac- 
tion of claims and donations for military services, 
which portion had been too small for that object. 
Those who opposed the report advocated this 
right; those who supported the report denied the 


legal or equitable claim of Virginia. Other topics 
_ intermingled in the debate, arising in a degree 
_ from State ae but not from any denial of 


- the merits of Co 


onel Harrison, except by the 


assertion that there were persons in other States, 
_ of equal merit, to whom, or to whose representa- 
_ tives, no compensation had been granted for their 


military services, comparable to that now pro- 
posed to be too yenerously bestowed on the rep- 
resentatives of Eolonel Harrison, in preference 
to the satisfaction of other claimants for Revolu- 
tionary services, whose claims were rigorously 
barred by the statute of limitations. On the other 


hand, the location of the land warrant granted 
by Virginia, was claimed as a right growing out 
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of the cession by Virginia to the General Gov- 
ernment, with a reservation of a certain tract of 
land (which had proved insufficient) for the sat- 
isfaction of her military land warrants, 

The debate resulted in a disagreement to the 
resolution reported by the Committee of Pensions 
and Revolutionary Claims, and the adoption of 
the following in lieu of it: 

“Resolved, That so much of the said petition as 
prays compensation for the extraordinary and 
valuable revolutionary services of the ancestors 
of the petitioners, be rejected; and, that so much 
thereof as prays that a law may pass authorizing 
them to locate, on the lands of the United States, 
a warrant lately issued to them by the State of 
Virginia, for the services aforesaid, is reasonable 
and ought to be granted.” 

This resolve having been reported to the House, 
they adjourned without coming to a decision 
thereon. 





Sarurpay, February 4. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the bill from the Senate, “ for the 
relief of Henry Nimmo,” without amendment, 
and it was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, the 
order of the day on the report of the committee 
appointed on the 23d of September last, to in- 
quire into the cause of the success of the enemy 
in his recent enterprises against this city and the 
neighboring town of Alexandria, was postponed 
indefinitely. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “to alter and 
amend the several acts for establishing a Navy 
Department, by adding thereto a Board of Com- 
missioners ;” also, the bill “for the better regula- 
tion of the Ordnance department ;” with amend- 
ments to each, in which they ask the concurrence 
of this House. The Senate have passed a bill 
“ making appropriations for repairing or rebuild- 
ing the public buildings in the City of Washing- 
ton ;” in which bill they ask the concurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Kent, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill concerning the Col- 
lege in Georgetown, in the District of Columbia ; 
and Mr. Epres reported a bill for the relief of 
Joshua Sands. The first bill was read three times 
and passed, and the latter was twice read and 
committed. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Claims on the peti- 
tion of Sarah Easton and Dorothy Storer; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

The engrossed bills for taxing lotteries, and for 
laying a duty on gold, silver, and plated ware and 
jewelry, were each read a third time and passed. 
The bill for the relief of the Anacostia Bridge 
Company passed through a Committee of the 
ole, was amended, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The amendments of the Senate to the bill to 
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amend the act establishing the Navy Depart- claims against the United States, which - 


ment, by adding thereto a Board of Commission- 
ers, were read and concurred in. 

The amendments of the same body to the bill 
for the better regulation of the Ordnance depart- 
ment, were also read and committed. 

The bill from the Senate making appropriations 
for repairing or rebuilding the public buildings, in 
the City of Washington, was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
sundry statements, which have usually been pre- 
sented to the view of Congress in the annual re- 
port on the state of the finances, and are intended 
to accompany the report upon that subject, made 
on the 23d day of September last. 


AMY DARDIN. 


The bill for the relief of Amy Dardin, the rep- 
resentative of David Dardin, deceased, passed 
through a Committee of the Whole, was widely 
debated, and at last (for perhaps the twentieth 
time in one or other branch of the Legislature) 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.—For 
the bill 69, against it 59, as follows: 


Vxras—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Barbour, Bard, 
Bowen, Breckenridge, Brigham, Cannon, Conard, 
Creighton, Culpeper, Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, 
Eppes, Gholson, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Grosvenor, Harris, Hawes, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Ky., Kennedy, Kent of Md., Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, King of North Carolina, Lowndes, McKee, Mc- 
Lean, Montgomery, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Pearson, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Ringgold, Robertson, Ruggles, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, 
Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith of New York, Smith of Penn- 
oon Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Taggart, Telfair, 

hompson, Troup, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, Winter, Wood, and Wright. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Archer, Barnett, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Boyd, Bradbury, Butler, Champion, 
Cilley, Clendenin, Condict, Cox, Crawford, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Ely, Fisk of New York, Franklin, Gas- 
ton, Geddes, Hale, Hall, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Ing- 
ham, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lefferts, Lovett, Lyle, Macon, Markell, McCoy, Mc- 
Kim, Moore, Moseley, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, John 
Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Tennessee, Sage, Schure- 
man, Sherwood, Stockton, Strong, Sturges, ‘Tannehill, 
Taylor, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward 
of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Williams, Wilson 
of Massachusetts, and Yancey. 





Monpay, February 6. 


An engrossed bill for the relief of the Anacostia 
Bridge Company was read the third time and 
passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of David Dardin was read the third 
time ; and a motion was made, by Mr. Taytor, 
that the said bill be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, 


with instructions to inquire into the expediency of 


admitting to payment at the Treasury, all just 





been liquidated and barred by any resolve o; 
statute of limitations. 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
determined in the negative. 

The questien was then taken, Shall the bil! 
pass ? and passed in the affirmative. 

The Speaker laid before the House, a memo- 
rial from Thomas Ewell, of this District; jp 
which, after describing the advantages of such 
institutions, he prays a law may be passed, au- 
thorizing landed proprietors of the United States, 
to issue notes payable six months after date, &c, 
(in the manner of the notes Mr. E. himself had 
issued,) which was read by the Clerk, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Suarp, of Kentucky, from a select commit. 
tee, reported a bill declaratory of the powers of 
the Legislature of Illinois Territory, (giving it 
power to fix the time and places at which the 
Judges of the Territory shall hold the courts 
therein.) The bill was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the bill authorizing 
the issue of Treasury notes for the year 1815, were 
recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The bill to compel the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives to give bond, having passed 
through a Committee of the Whole, was recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Accounts. 

The bill for the relief of George S. Wise passed 
through a Committee of the Whole, and was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The bill for subsisting the Army of the United 
States, by authorizing the appointment of Com- 
missioners of Subsistence, passed through a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, and was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 


BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. Troup, of Georgia, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, made a report recommending 
the adoption of the following resolve: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congres: 
assembled, That the thanks of Congress be and they 
are hereby presented to Major General Jackson, and 
through him to the officers and men under his com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct, in defeat- 
ing the enemy before the city of New Orleans, in suc- 
cessives battles fought on the 23d of December, |811. 
and Ist and 8th of January, 1815; in which a British 
veteran army, formidable in number as in discipline, 
commanded by renowned Generals, was thrice beaten 
and driven back with great loss, and in the battle o! 
the 8th of January, with immense slaughter, by a mi 
litia force hastily collected to the defence of that cily, 
aided by a small body of regular troops ; thus illustra- 
ting the patriotic defence of the country with brilliant 
achievement, and signalizing the Americans by steady 


| perseverance, incessant vigilance, patient suffering, 


undaunted firmness, and in victory moderation and 
clemency : And that the President of the United States 
be requested to cause a gold medal to be struck, with 
suitable emblems and devices, and presented to Major 
General Jackson, in testimony of the high sense en- 
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services so eminent. 
The resolution was twice read, and referred toa 
Committee of the Whole. 


CLASSIFICATION OF MILITIA. 


Mr. Ricu, of Vermont, having caught the 
SpeaKeEr’s eye, spoke nearly as follows : 

Sir: Impressed as I am with the importance of 
the crisis to which our country is approaching, 
and anxious as I feel to contribute the utmost of 
my feeble efforts to insure success to the contest 
in which it is engaged, I deem it unnecessary that 
I should offer an apology for troubling the House 
with the propositions I am about to submit. 
Surely, sir, if the present contest shall terminate 
ingloriously, the cause of it must and will be 
charged upon this Congress; and, I may be per- 
mitted to add, that nothing can ever be urged as 
an apology for us. For it can never be said, that 
the country which has produced a Brown, a Scott, 
and a ca oag with the Spartan bands which 
have fought by their sides, and which contains 
near two millions of men equally capable of bear- 
ing arms, together with all the means of supply- 
ing armies and subsisting its inhabitants, can be 
unsuccessful in a contest with any nation what- 
ever, except for want of a proper application of 
the means within the power of the Government. 
With a knowledge, however, of the difficulty we 
have experienced in uniting the House in any im- 
portant measures, I ought, perhaps, to forbear 
making an attempt at a new project at this late 
period of the session, and content myself with 
trusting the defence of our country to what reg- 
ular forces may obtained by the ordinary mode 
of enlistment, relying on volunteers and militia 
for the balance. But, sir, when I consider the 
dangers with which our country is threatened, 
and the unequal burdens which are imposed upon 
the people by draughts from the militia, as wellas 
the enormous expense attending them, I feel it 
my duty, late as it is, to make one effort to accom- 
rer that which shall better comport with what 

believe to be a duty we owe to the community. 

Mr. R. then submitted the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding, by law, for arranging the citizens subject to the 
direct tax, into classes, in such manner that each shall, 
as far as may be practicable, consist of persons residing 
contiguous to each other, and from which together 
—— hundred dollars shall be due ; and of permitting 
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give a brief explanation of my views as to the de- 
tails of the proposed measure. I propose, sir; that 
it shall be made the duty of the principal assessors 
in the several States, as soon as the tax lists shall 
be made out, to furnish each assistant assessor 
with a list comprehending the taxable persons in 
the assessment districts respectively, and that the 
assistant assessors shall be required to arrange 
them into classes in such manner that each class 
shall, as far as may be practicable, consist of per- 
sons residing contiguous to each other, and from 
whom, in the whole, two hundred dollars of the 
tax shall be due; requiring of the said assessors that 
they should make a return of the classification to 
the collector, designing the classes by numbers, 
or in some other manner which shall be sufficiently 
descriptive, and that the citizens of each assess- 
ment district should be notified of the class to 
which they may severally belong, and of the tax 
due from each, by the posting up of class lists, at 
a suitable number of the most public places in 
each district. I propose that each class should be 
allowed to exonerate itself from the tax by fur- 
nishing a man (within a given number of days) 
to engage for the war, without the bounty in 
money from the Government ; but to be entitled 
to the land bounty, and that a class on furnishing 
a recruit should be entitled to a certificate from 
the officer authorized to receive the recruits, 
which being presented to the collector should be 
good payment for the tax of the class. And in 
the absence of such certificate, for a given num- 
ber of days, the collector should proceed in the 
collection. Itis not improbable that in arranging 
the classes it might be expedient in some cases, 
and perhaps in all, to include in a class those 
whose tax together should amount to four, or six, 
or perhaps eight hundred dollars, and provide 
that it should exonerate itself from the tax by 
furnishing a corresponding number of men. I 
feel no difficulty, sir, in hazarding an opinion, that 
most of the classes would furnish the men, and I 
believe they would do so, because thereby they 
would make a saving to themselves in money, and 
not only would they make a saving in amount, 
but in most cases they would pay a recruit in the 
necessary supplies for a family, and in various 
other ways, in which they would compensate 
him, with more convenience than to raise the 
same amount in money ata given period. And 
in aid of this plan, we should enlist, not only all 
the feelings which result from a wish to see the 
country properly defended, but those of pecuniary 
interest. Every taxable citizen would in a degree 


each class to furnish one man for the regular Army, | voluntarily becomea recruiting officer, and, among 


within a given number of days, in lieu of said tax. 

Resolved, That the said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of augmenting the direct 
tax for the present year, so as that it may be sufficient 
to ears thousand men at —— hundred dollars 
each. 





The House having agreed to consider these res- 
olutions, Mr. R. again rose and addressed the 
House as follows: 

_ Having submitted the propositions before you, 
it isdue to myselfand to the House, that I should 


| 


the whole, there can be little doubt but a sufficient 
number of recruits would be found. If, however, 
it should be believed, that to allow two hundred 
dollars of the tax for a recruit would bea sum in- 
sufficient to insure the obtaining of them, let the 
sum be augmented, and, if necessary, increase the 
tax accordingly ; to which I can see no objection, 
as, whatever the nominal amount of the tax may 
be, no other burden would be imposed on the peo- 
ple, than the smallest sum necessary to procure 
the men; and sure I am, that at a time when the 
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people in every direction are crying aloud to the 
Government to provide an army for the defence 
of everything dear to them, they will not com- 
plain of the imposition of the burdens necessary 
to that object, particularly if no,more money is 
required of them, than what they shall find ne- 
cessary, they having the sole direction of the ap- 
plication of it. Lam not insensible, that to raise 
any given number of men in the manner I propose, 
may nominally cost the Government something 
more than to raise them in the ordinary mode; 
but I believe it would cost the people much less. 
Indeed, I very much doubt whether our soldiers 
do not now cost two hundred dollars each, taking 
into consideration the bounty, premiums, pay, 
and rations, to recruiting officers, loss of money 
in the hands of some of them, and other inciden- 
tal expenses. I am not able to anticipate any 
Constitutional objections which can be urged 
against the plan I have proposed, even by the most 
scrupulous. Nor can Leréeeuse that it will be 
subject tothe term of “conscription,” a word which 
to some is so alarming. The present direct tax 
of six millions of dollars, if applied in the manner 
proposed, allowing two hundred dollars for each 
recruit, would raise thirty thousand men; but it 
cannot be calculated that the whole tax will be 
thus applied, even if the citizens should in no part 
of the country find any difficulty in procuring a 
sufficient number of men, because there will in 
all of the States be more or less property owned 
by non-residents, to which the classification would 
not be applicable. It might therefore be fair to 
calculate that, from the cause I have just mention- 
ed, and other incidental causes, not more than 
twenty or twenty-five thousand would be obtain- 
ed, while the balance of the tax would be paid in 
money. 

I will not at present hazard an opinion as to the 
number which we ought to calculate on raising, 

rovided the plan is adopted—that being a sub- 
ject which more properly belongs toothers. But, 
presuming that it might be expedient to increase 
the tax for the present year, with a view of en- 
larging the number of men beyond what the six 
millions would raise, I have proposed by the sec- 
ond resolution an inquiry on that subject. 

I may perhaps be told, that, in consequence of 
the pledges contained in the direct tax bill, and 
the engagements of the Government founded on 
them, there is an insurmountable difficulty in the 
way of adopting the plan I have suggested, and 
such may be the fact, though lam myself inclined 
to a different opinion. 

If, however, there be no other way of getting 
over the supposed difficulties, I should be in favor 
of substituting other new taxes, or of so increasing 
the present direct tax, as to make it sufficient to 
procure a proper number of men, leaving the 
— six millions to find their way into the 

reasury. Gentlemen perhaps will say, that, to 
substitute other indirect taxes for the present di- 
rect tax, or to increase the direct tax in the man- 
ner I have proposed, will be to impose burdens 
upon the people heavier than can be borne. [ad- 
mit they will be heavy ; but, sir, the people of this 
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country had rather support their rights at any 
expense than surrender them, and Lam altogether 
mistaken as to public opinion, or it is clamorous 
from every quarter, for the Government to adopt 
strong, energetic measures, such as, with common 

rudence and exertion, will insure success, | 
Lave not the vanity to suppose that the proposi- 
tions I have submitted, are free from objections, 
But, unless something can be offered less liable to 
them, I hope they may be adopted, for sure I am 
that we ought to do something, and that without 
delay. Should it be objected that too great delay 
will attend the plan I have submitted, I ask of 
gentlemen to present one which shall be practica- 
ble, and which will be attended with less, and as- 
sure them that I will give my aid in adopting it. 
But I beg of gentlemen that we may not let this 
session pass by without doing something which 
will have a tendency to relieve our citizens from 
their fearful apprehension. 

Mr. Wesster opposed these resolves, and de- 
manded the yeas and nayson theiradoption. He 
objected to the consideration, at this late hour, of 
new projects, which, though they would seriously 
obstruct the recruiting service, could produce no 
good. The present direct tax, he observed, was 
pledged to specific purposes ; and an addition io 
the direct tax was not practicable, that tax being 
already as heavy as could be borne. The true 
interest of the country, he believed, indicated a 
reliance on voluntary enlistments for filling tic 
ranks of the Army, &c. 

Mr. Go_pssorovGa appeared to be inclined to 
see this subject referred to a Committee of the 
Whole, for a full and mature consideration. 

Mr. Wrieur expressed his regret at seeing such 
a proposition introduced at this time, for, sure 
he was, it would produce no good; but, besides 
consuming public time, the very publication of 
the motion would have a tendency to check the 
recruiting service. He had information which 
authorized him to say that there was a perfect 
confidence the Army would be filled in good time 
by the ordinary process of recruiting; and, if we 
had been able to obtain money at the commence- 
ment of the session, he had no doubt but the 
Army would now have presented a very numer- 
ical front, indeed. Headverted tothe high boun- 
ties now paid, compared to those paid during the 
Revolution, which would soon produce a good 
army, and an army of wealthy men, too, each 
entitled, by virtue of his enlistment, to three 
hundred and twenty acres of land. The States, 
too, were raising troops, of which the State o! 
Maryland had magoanimously voted to raise 
five thousand. These new projects, Mr. W 
feared, would defeat the only one on which reli- 
ance could be placed, viz: the recruiting service. 

Mr. Grosvenor said, he was totally opposed 
to this motion in principle, which was, besides, 
impracticable. The assumption of the direct tax, 
by some of the States, interposed, of itself, an 
insuperable difficulty in the way of this wild 
project. 

Mr. Guouson said, he did believe that the sub- 
ject of providing for filling the ranks of the regular 
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army and of providing the ways and means, ought, 
until they were entirely arranged, to occupy the 
attention of Congress, to the exclusion of all other 
business. That the mode now proposed was the 
roper one for filling the ranks, he did not say ; 
Put, as it introduced this subject of inquiry, he 
hoped the resolution would be adopted. That 
the country was capable of bringing at once a 
ular army into the field, no man acquainted 
with its resources could deny, if they were prop- 
erly applied. The only question, then, was whe- 
ther such an army was wanting? Of that, he 
thought there could be no doubt; and he there- 
fore hoped the House would seriously enter on 
this subject. 

Mr. Fisx, of Vermont, opposed a proposed post- 
ponement of this motion, not that he approved it 
entirely, but because it was susceptible of modifi- 
cation, and that, in his opinion, it would become 
Congress, before they parted, to take some effi- 
cient and certain measures to fill the ranks of the 
regular army. A combination of this proposition 
with that made with the War Department, at the 
commencement of the session, would produce 
such a system as he should approve; and such, 
as he believed, from the want of money, the Gov- 
eroment would at last be compelled to resort to. 
What answer, he asked, could they give to their 
constituents, if they returned home and left the 
country comparatively defenceless? It was time, 
he said, that they should act, and act efficiently. 

Mr. StanrorD made a motion to lay the re- 
solves on the table; which was negatived. 

Mr. Lownpes objected to the inquiry into the 
propriety of diverting the direct tax already laid, 
or a partof it, to the purposes of raisingmen. After 
that tax had been solemnly pledged by law toa 
specific purpose, to enter into a discussion of the 
propriety of diverting it to any other purpose, 
while it would be impracticable for any useful 
end, might be seriously injurious to the finances 
and credit of the country. He had no objections, 
however, to inquire into the propriety of increas- 
ing the direct tax to this end. 

r. Troup (the chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee) said that, being a member of the commit- 
tee to whom it was proposed to refer this subject, 
itdid not become him to express any decided 
opinion on it. All he hoped was, that the House 
would not instruct the committee on this head, 
unless determined to perfect the proposition into 
the shape of a law; inasmuch as the committee, 
in its ministerial capacity, had already cogni- 
zance over this subject, and could report on it 
without instruction, if deemed by them expedi- 
ent. With respect to the military subjects of the 

resent session, the House could not fail to recol- 
ect that the report of the Secretary of War had 
stated what force we had, and what addition to 
it was desirable for the further defence of the 
country. It had been proposed to Congress to 
augment the regular force to one hundred thou- 
sand men, for which purpose it was proposed to 
resort to thé most energetic means. It was ne- 
cessary for the committee of this House, said Mr, 
T., to endeavor to ascertain the opinion of both 
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branches of the Legislature, as to the different 
modes of raising men. We did so; and found 
that no efficacious measure, calculated certainly 
and promptly to fill the regular army, could be 
effectually resorted to. Measures were matured 
and proposed by the committee, but were not 
pressed on the House from the solemn conviction 
that there was no disposition in the Legislature 
to act finally on the subject. This being ascer- 
tained, other measures were adopted, to improve 
the recruiting service, to authorize the accep- 
tance into’ the service of volunteers and State 
troops in the nature of regulars. If the whole 
number authorized of the two latter could be 
commanded, together with the sixty thousand 
regulars, (supposing the ranks to be filled,) it 
would give an effective force of one hundred and 
forty thousand men, and might be reasonably ex- 
pected to produce one hundred thousand; as great 
a number, perhaps, as, under present circumstances, 
the finances of the country would bear. Evenat 
this late day of the session, however, Mr. T. said, 
he was willing to resort to the only certain and 
effectual mode of augmenting the regular army 
to a hundred thousand men, to the support of 
which the finances of the country might, before 
the adjournment, be made adequate. He hoped, 
at least, the House would so decide on this ques- 
tion, as to make the vote on it decisive of their 
real views in regard to it. 

Mr. Auston remarked, in reply to the objec- 
tion derived from the existing pledge of the direct 
tax, that that pledge applied only to the contin- 
uance of that tax until a certain part of the prin- 
cipal and interest of the debt should be redeemed ; 
but the proceeds of the tax might be applied to 
wee any other purpose the Government should 
see iit. 

Mr. Macon was of opinion that the motion 
proposed no violation of the public faith. If the 
army could be filled by the regular mode of en- 
listment, as was now said, how happened it that 
so many projects of this nature were offered? 
The reliance on volunteers and State troops was 
uncertain; and Congress ought to devise some 
mode a which the ranks of the army could be 
positively filled. If it could be done without vi- 
olating the public faith, Mr. M. said it was his 
opinion, that the direct tax could be more easily 
paid in this way than in money, and he should 
therefore favor the plan. 

At length, after some other desultory debate, 
the resolves were, on motion of Mr. Fisk, of Ver- 
mont, believing, he said, they would not pass in 
their present shape, referred to a Committee of 
the whole House—63 to 57—and ordered to be 
printed, 58 to 39, 





Tuespay, February 7. 

The Speaker laid before the House the annual 
report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
detailing their proceedings since their last report, 
seg on the 5th of February, 1814; which was 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Easton, a committee was 
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appointed to inquire into the expediency of better 
regulating; by law, the working and leasing the 
6 lic lead mines in the Territory of Missouri, 
n such manner as to secure the lessees in the 
uiet enjoyment of their leases, and to enable the 
Gararainest to collect its rents; and that the 
ee have leave to report by bill, or other- 
wise. 

Messrs. Easton, Suerrey, and Monrcomery, 
were appointed the committee. 

The engrossed bill making provision for sub- 
sisting the armies of the United States, by au- 
thorizing the appointment of Commissioners of 
Subsistence, was read a third time, and passed. 


PAY OF THE MEMBERS. 


Mr. Sairuern, of New York, submitted for 
consideration the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing for the making a 
reasonable compensation to the members of both Houses 
of Congress for travelling to and from Congress, and 
attendance thereon, respectively ; that they report there- 
on by bill or otherwise; and that the committee em- 
brace in such inquiry the present session. 

Mr. Pearson oo 9 the object of this mo- 
tion, and the grounds for it. 

Mr. Surpuerp said he should have supposed 
his honorable friend understood his own interest 
sufficiently not to have required any explanation 
on this head. Congress having the right to regu- 
Jate their own pay, in the same manner as the 
compensation of other officers of the Government, 
they ought to render to themselves that justice 
which they feel bound to do other officers of the 
Government. He need not, he said, tell the 
House that the pay now received by the mem- 
bers was not half what its value was when that 
pay was fixed; more particularly when it was 
considered that the paper with which the mem- 
bers were paid, was Fall twenty-five per cent. be- 
low par or the value of specie. His object was 
so to augment the pay of the members as to 
make it equal to six dollars of that medium in 
which members formerly received their pay. 

Mr. Rupa, of Tennessee, said he did not con- 
ceive this the proper time to enter into the con- 
sideration of this subject. He thought gentlemen 
should let the nation get through the war before 
they increased their pay. 

Mr. Farrow was opposed to the motion through- 
out, on principle, and denied the alleged depreci- 
ation of money, which he said was very gladly 
received in payment, in dealings of any sort, in 
the District. 

_ Mr. Suiruerp, in snpport of his first observa- 
tion, said, that it was as obvious that all our pa- 
per was depreciated, as that the Continental money 
was depreciated. He had no fastidious delicacy 
about him, which would prevent him from doing 
justice to himself. If payment could be obtained 
in specie, it would be a good argument against 
the proposed motion; but it was notorious that 
for specie they must pay a discount of twenty- 
five per cent. on the paper which they received 
for their pay. 
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Mr. Rupa said that every member knew, when 
he was chosen, what compensation he was to ex. 
pect, and had no right to complain of it. He re. 
quired the yeas and nays, that he might at leas, 
record his vote against the motion. 

Mr: Hatt, of Georgia, observed, if the object 
of the gentleman was, as he had avowed, to give 
to the members a compensation adequate to their 
services, he would recommend to him to depre. 
ciate their pay instead of increasing it, for he 
was confident the acts of wn a had deprecia- 
ted as much as the paper of which the gentleman 
had spoken. 

The question on the adoption of the motion 
was decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: For the motion 8, against it 99. 

[Those’ who voted in the affirmative were 
Messrs. Boyp, Davis of Massachusetts, Fisx of 
Vermont, Grosvenor, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Suipnerp, Sturges, and Tuompson.] 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. Lewis, re- 
solved itself into a Commitiee of the Whole on 
the bill from the Senate making an appropriation 
of five hundred thousand dollars, for repairing or 
rebuilding the public buildings in the City of 
Washington. [The money is to be borrowed of 
banks or individuals within the, District, at six 
per cent. interest, for rebuilding or repairing the 
Capitol, President’s House, and public offices, on 
their present sites. ] 

A debate arose on this bill which occupied the 
remainder of the day’s sitting. 

The advocates of the main object of the bill 
were, Messrs. Lewis, Fisk of Vermont, Rucza of 
Tennessee, INGersoLL, Wricut, GRosvENor, Du- 
vAL, Bowen, McKim, Suipnerp, Hawkins, and 
PeaRsON; its opponents, Messrs. ALsTon, Far- 
row,and Wesster. Of those who advocated the 
bill, there were several (Messrs. INGERSOLL, 
Grosvenor, Duva.t, and Surpxerd) who have 
been in favor of a removal of the Seat of Gov- 
ernment; but, considering the question as settled 
by the votes in both Houses, desired now to see 
the city rebuilt and beautified. 

The debate was not so much on the expedi- 
ency of rebuilding or repairing the public build- 
ings, as on the mode of doing it. 

Mr. GoLvsBorouGH moved to strike out from 
the bill the “President’s House,’’ so as to confine 
the repairs to the Capitol and public offices, with 
a view to leave the repair of the President's 
House to times of more leisure and tranquillity 
than the present, and also with a view to a future 
concentration of the public buildings. 

This motion, after debate, was negatived by a 
large majority. 

Mr. Grosvenor then moved an amendment, 
the object of which was, to cause the public 
offices to be removed to the public grounds on 
Capitol Hill, near the Capitol. This motion, 
after debate, was agreed to, 66 to 56. 

The Committee then rose and reported the 
amendments to the House; and the House forth- 
with adjourned. 
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Wenpnespay, February 8. 


Mr. Erres, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported sundry amendments to the bill 
authorizing the issue of Treasury notes for 1815; 
which were referred to a Committee of the 
Whole. ae 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, from the ee 
Committee, reported without amendment a bill 
from the Senate concerning field officers in the 
militia. 

[This bill provides that, after the first day of 
March next, there shall be to each regiment, in- 
stead of the present field officers, one colonel, one 
lieutenant colonel, and two majors. | 

The question being stated, * Shall the bill be 
read a third time ?” 

Mr. Taytor, of New York, moved to refer it 
toa Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Smitu, of New York, supported the mo- 
tion for reference or postponement, with a view 
to proposing amendments for the better organiza- 
tion of the militia in other respects, and for pro- 
viding the manner in which future detachments 
of the militia shall be regulated. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Jackson, of 
Viagiate, but was decided in the affirmative—54 
to 4l, 

Mr. Jackson, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill making provision for clothing the 
militia called into the service of the United States. 

[The bill proposes to provide that, in addition 
to the pay and emoluments now provided by law, 
the non-commissioned officers and privates in the 
militia, when called into service for a tour of six 
months, shall be entitled to one suit of clothes. ] 

The bill was twice read, and committed. 


THE REWARD OF VALOR. 


Mr. Troup, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the following resolutions, the 
adoption of which is recommended by the said 
committee, viz: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, requested to cause a monument to be 
erected at a suitable place, and with a suitable inscrip- 
tion, in testimony of the high sense entertained by 
Congress of the military virtues of the late Brigadier 
General Pike, who, gallantly leading a column to the 
attack of York, in Upper Canada, fell, in the arms of 
victory, on the 27th April, 1812, terminating gloriously 
a life devoted to his country, and leaving behind him 
an honorable example of enterprise, perseverance, and 
oe of death, for the imitation of the American 
soldier. 


2. Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be, and 
~ are hereby, presented to Major General Harrison 
an 


to Governor Shelby, and through them to the offi- 


cers and men under their command, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in defeating the combined British 


and Indian forces under Major General Proctor, on the 
Thames, in Upper Canada, the 5th of October, 1813, 
capturing the entire British army, with their baggage, 
camp equipage, and artillery; and that the President 
ofthe United States be requested to cause gold medals 
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of the gallan 
Beatty, and the officers and men under his command, 
in repulsing, with inferior numbers, the combined at- 
tack of a British land and naval force on Craney Island, 
on the 22d of June, 1813; and that the President of 
the United States be requested to present an elegant 
sword to Lieutenant Colonel Beatty. 
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to be struck, emblematical of this triumph, and pre- 
sented to General Harrison and Governor Shelby. 


3. Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense 
and good conduct of Lieutenant Colonel 


4. Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense 


of the merit of Colonel Croghan, and the officers and 
men under his command, for the gallant defence of 
Fort Stephenson, on the Lower Sandusky, on the Ist 
and 2d of August, 1813, repelling with great slaughter 
the assault of a British and Indian army much superior 
in number; and that the President be requested to 
present an elegant sword to Colonel Croghan. 


5. Resolved, That the President of the United States. 


be requested to cause a monument to be erected, at a 
suitable place and with a suitable inscription, to the 
memory of Brigadier General Covington, who, gal- 
lantly leading up his troops to a successful charge, fell 
in the battle of Williamsburg, in Upper Canada, on 
the 11th November, 1813. 


6. Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be, and 


they are hereby, presented to Major General Jackson, 
and to Brigadier Generals Floyd and Coffee, and 
through them to the officers and men under their com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct in the 
campaign against the Creek Nation of Indians in the 


Winter of 1813-14, defeating formidable tribes of 
savages in successive battles, fought with great obsti- 


nacy, and finally subduing them to terms of peace; 


and that the President of the United States be re- 


quested to cause gold medals to be struck, with suitable 
emblems and devices, and presented to Major General 
Jackson, and Brigadiers Floyd and Coffee. 


7. Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense 
of the merit of Lieutenant Colonel Armistead, and the 
officers and men under his command, in their late gal- 
lant and successful defence of Fort McHenry against 
the attack of a formidable British squadron; and that 
the President of the United States be requested to 
present an elegant sword to Lieutenant Colonel Ar- 
mistead. 

8. Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense 
of the merit of Major Lawrence, and the officers and 
men under his command, in their late gallant defence 
of Fort Bowyer, repelling with inferior numbers, and 
with great slaughter, the combined attack of a British 
land and naval force, aided by a body of savages; and 
that the President of the United States be requested to 
present an elegant sword to Major Lawrence. 


The resolutions were twice read, and referred 
to a Committee of the Whole. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
for making appropriations for repairing or re- 
building the public buildings in the city of Wash- 
ington. 

That amendment being under consideration 
which requires the public offices to be built on 
Capitol Hill— 

Mr. Lewis, of Virginia, rose and said, that he 
hoped the House would not concur in the amend- 
ment made in Committee of the Whole. After 
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the lengthy discussion of this subject yesterday, 
it was with extreme reluctance that he again ob- 
truded himself Eo the patience of the House; 
but the deep stake which the State he had the 
‘honor to represent, in part, had in its decision, he 
trusted would be a sufficient apology. 

Mr. L. said, that since yesterday, he had been 
enabled to fortify the opinions he had advanced 
in opposition to the amendment, by an authority 
which ought to be revered by all. He had ob- 
tained the correspondence between General Wash- 
ington, then President of the United States, and 
Mr. Adams his successor, and the commissioners 
for the city, upon the subject of the location of 
the public offices, which he would take the liberty 
ofreading. He then read a letter from Mr. White, 
one of the commissioners, who stated “that in a 
‘ conversation with General Washington, upon the 
‘ subject of the location of the public buildings, the 
* General was decidedly of opinion, that the offices 
‘ of the different departments should be as conve- 
* nient to the President as possible, and that it was 
* unnecessary, for any public convenience, that they 
* should be contiguous to the Legislative Hall ; in- 
‘deed, that the officers had complained to him, 
* when in Philadelphia, that it was impossible to at- 
* tend to their public duties from the constant calls 
‘of the members, and that they were obliged to 
‘ deny themselves.” He also read a letter from the 
commissioners of the city, to General Washington, 
at Mount Vernon, requesting him to fix on the 
sites for the public offices, and his answer, fixing 
a day for that purpose—and a letter from Mr. Ad- 
ams, ratifying and confirming the acts of the 
commissioners in fixing the sites of the public 
offices under the direction of General Washington. 

Thus then, said Mr. L., we have not only the 
opinion of that illustrious man, as to the most 
proper sites for the public offices, but we have 
evidence that ought to satisfy the most incredu- 
lous, that he actually came upon the ground, and 
marked the very spots upon which the buildings 
were to be placed, and these acts were officially 
confirmed by his successor, Mr. Adams. But my 
honorable {friend from New York (Mr. Gros- 
VENOR) has said, that General Washington had 
been teased and impurtuned by those interested, 
into the location he had made. Sir, said Mr. L., 
my honorable friend can know little of the char- 
acter of that great man, if he believes there existed 
a being who dared approach him in that way. 
No, sir, as soon would he attempt to grasp the 
forked lightning, as to intimate a wish that he 
would swerve from his public duty. 

There were many considerations, said Mr. L.., 
why no changes ought to be made in the present 
= of the city, or of the sites for the public 
buildings; and that which operated most irresist- 
ibly with him was, that it was a plan sanctioned 
by nak greet and good man, whose name it bears. 
Sir, said Mr. L., what that man has done, let no 
mortal attempt to undo. His ways are not to be 
mended by man. This House is not competent 
todo it. He considered the two public edifices, 
the foundation stones of which our ever to be 
revered hero, statesman, and patriot, laid, as perma- 
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nenily fixed, by public faith ; particularly as maps 
were distributed throughout Europe, with the 
sanction of President Washington, designating 
the sites of the Capitol, President’s House, and 
other public buildings, and that foreigners had 
been induced to purchase property, judging of jts 
value from its contiguity to some one of the pub- 
lic edifices as marked upon the map. Change the 
situation of your city, and they are deceived and 
injured; hereafter they will have no confidence 
in your acts. We have been told, that large 
quantities of our public stock have been ately 
sent to Holland for sale. Is it to be believed, sir, 
with a knowledge of what we are about to do, 
(for it is in that country that our city lots have 
been sold, and held as security for money bor- 
rowed,) that or will trust us fora cent, when 
everything which they deemed sacred is thus 
violated? No, sir, they will not, and I will say, 
they ought not to trust us. But, sir, if we have 
no regard to our plighted faith to foreigners, let 
us at least save our own people. Do not, by this 
act, ruin thousands of honest, industrious mechan- 
ics, who have at very advanced prices purchased 
and improved lots near the present sites, under 
an assurance and firm belief in their permanency. 
Let us not do an act which will excite distrust 
abroad and contempt at home. 

But, why are gentlemen desirous of removing 
the offices from their present sites near the Pres- 
dent’s House, to the Capitol square? It had been 
shown, he hoped satisfactorily, that their appro- 
priate place was near the President’s House, and 
not the Capitol. The President must necessarily 
have considerable intercourse with the offices; 
but he was unable to see the necessity of any per- 
sonal intercourse between the members of the 
Legislature and the offices. It is known that all 
public business between Congress or its members, 
and the public offices, is done by a resolution of 
the House, or by letter from any individual mem- 
ber, which is conveyed by a messenger of Con- 
gress paid for that purpose. 

In addition to the reasons given for a_prefer- 
ence of the old sites, there would be a saving of 
more than one half of the expense. The commit- 
tee, to whom this subject was confided, attended 
personally at the Capitol, and examined the state 
of that building; when, after a conference, and 
making such inquiries of an architect on the spot, 
as was considered proper, they were induced (o 
believe that the walls of both wings of the Capi- 
tol might be safely built on, and that the estima- 
ted expense of about $250,000 for repairing the 
same, was as nearly accurate, as could be reason- 
ably expected. The President’s House and the 
offices were not so particularly examined, but it 
was the opinion of the committee, that the whole 
might be repaired for about $500,000, which 
would be $715,110 less than the first cost of 
those buildings. But, Mr. L. said there was an- 
other objection which would be, with him, an 
insuperable one; and that was, that he would 
not be compelled by an act of the enemy to aban- 
don, or change in the smallest degree, any of 
the plans of the public edifices they had destroyed. 
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He would rebuild them precisely on the same 
round; not a stone or brick should be changed, 
ut they should be finished in a style of increased 
magnificence and grandeur. It never should be 
said, because the enemy had destroyed our Capi- 
tol, that Congress were afraid to rebuild it, lest it 
might again be destroyed. No, let us have an- 
other trial, and if we cannot then defend our Capi- 
tol, it will be time to put an end to the war in the 
best way we can. My friend from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. Gaston) objects to an appropriation of 
so much money at a time like this, when the 
Treasury is bankrupt, our soldiers unpaid, &c., 
for repairing the public buildings; but he has no 
objection to double the sum for the purpose of re- 
building on new sites. How inconsistent! The 
entleman from North Carolina ought to recol- 
ect, that not a cent of this appropriation would 
come out of the Treasury. The banks of the Dis- 
trict had generously and magnanimously come 
forward and offered to loan the amount wanted 
upon reasonable terms, fur the accomplishment of 
an object so interesting to the District; and it was 
robable that the sales of lots belonging to the pub- 
fie in the city, would furnish money tg 
e- 


ject this amendment—pass this bill, which will 
_ restore public confidence, and there will be no 


difficulty in selling, at good prices, the property of 
the public, which is now worthless. My friend 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Wesster) says, he 
does not think this a proper time to make an ap- 
propriation fur building up the Capitol, and re- 
commends that some trifling alterations be made 
in the present room, which will thea answer very 
well until we have peace. Mr. L, said, he con- 
gratulated his friend upon the sudden change of 
his feelings. It was but a few days since, the gea- 
tleman could not exist in this confined, inconve- 
nient, and unwholesome room, aad nothing but 
the pure atmosphere of Philadelphia would satisfy 
him; but now it seems, when it is ascertained he 
cannot get to Philadelphia, that he is perfectly 
reconciled with the present room, and thinks it 

ood enough for war times. The gentleman from 
New Hampshire also complains, that this city is 
deficient in population, in wealth and commerce, 
and therefore an improper place for the seat of 
Government. If it be true that itis thus deficient, 
to what, I ask, is it to be ascribed? Let those 
who, like the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
are desirous of removing the seat of Government, 
answer. It is to the repeated efforts to remove, to 
retrocede, and to concentrate, which have been 
alternately made for the last twelve years in Con- 
gress, that the population aud wealth of Wash- 
ington have not equalled any other town on the 
continent of its age. What prudent man, | ask, 
would risk his fortune in making improvements 
in a place, that was every year threatened with 
destruction, by the very power who ought to fos- 
ter and protect it? If inconveniences have been 
felt from the dispersed population of the city and 
the want of accommodations, those alone are ac- 
countable who by their own acts have produced 
both. The people of this District are political or- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Public Buildings. 











1138 
H. or R. 


i 








phans. They have been abandoned by their legiti- 
mate parents, and claim protection of us, who are 
constitutionally bound to protect them ; but, instead 
of extending to them the parental band of affection 
and assistance, we cruelly abandon them to their 
fate. If they ask us for bread, we give thema 
stone. If they even ask us for justice, we tell 
them they are rudely importunate. Instead of 
extending to them the parental hand of affection, 
we doall in our power to blight and destroy their 
fair prospects. If we are not disposed to be their 
guardians and friends, let us at least do nothing 
to injure them; let them pursue undisturbed their 
own way, and you will not have to complain of 
the want of population, wealth, or accommoda- 
tions in the city. There are few places in the 
United States possessing greater commercial ad- 
vantages than Washington ; placed at the head of 
an excellent navigation, supported by an exten- 
sive and wealthy back country in Virginia and 
Maryland, and in a climate extremely healthy; if it 
has but fair play it will soon rival many of the 
most importaat towns in the Union, in wealth and 
population. 

The public are greatly interested in promoting 
the welfare of the city, as it would make very valu- 
able a large property given by the proprietors of 
the land on which the city stands, which at pres- 
entis worth nothing. The proprietors of the city 
gave the land to the public, with an understand- 
ing that the sites for the public buildings should 
remain unchanged; therefore the present altera- 
tion would be unjust as tothem. The States of 
Virginia and Maryland have both a deep stake 
in the permanency of the seat of Government. 
Virginia made a donation of $120,000, and a ces- 
sion of a moiety of ten miles square of her terri- 
tory, including a town which was the pride of 
the State. Maryland made a donation of $75,000 
and a cession of a moiety of ten miles square of 
her territory, including a town, second to one only 
in the State; and these States will not view with 
complacency any act which may havea tendency 
to jeopardize the Seat of Government. 

All the country within fifty miles of the seat of 
Government, both in Virginia and Maryland, are 
greatly interested in the welfare of the city, and 
representing, as I do, an adjoining district, whose 
property would diminish at least 50 per cent. in 
value, if the Government is removed, I trust I 
shall be excused for the solicitude I have mani- 
fested, and the time [ have occupied in the dis- 
cussion. 

The amendment was also opposed by Messrs. 
Mason, Forsyra, and others, and advocated by 
Messrs. Grosvenor and Wriaar. 

The question having been taken after much 
debate, by yeas and nays, was decided—For the 
amendment 55, against it 77, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Anderson, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Cannon, Cilley, 
Condict, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, 
Ely, Farrow, Findley, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hen- 
derson, Hulbert, Ingham, Irwin, Kennedy, King of 
Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Markell, Pickering, Pitkin, 
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man, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stock- 
ton, Stuart, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, 
Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, 
and Wright. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barbour, 
Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, Breck- 
enridge, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Champion, Clenden- 
in, Comstock, Conard, Crawford, Crouch, Evans, Fisk 
of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, 
Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, 
Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Sturges, Troup, Udree, White, Williams, and Yancey. 

The effect of this decision is, that the public 
offices shall be rebuilt on their old sites. 

Mr. BiaeLow moved to amend the bill so as to 
require the President, previously to expendin 
the money to be appropriated, to cause to be lai 
before Congress a pan and estimates for the build- 
ings; by which, he believed, one-half of the ex- 
pense might be saved. 

This motion was opposed as unnecessary, by 
Mr. Lewis, and negatived—ayes 39. 

Mr. Farrow oe the reasons why he should 
vote against the bill; not because he was against 
rebuilding, but because of the great scarcity of 
money in the Treasury. 

Mr. Sranrorp moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to make some report as to con- 
centration, and the manner and method of exe- 
cuting the provisions of the bill. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Lewis, and 
negatived—ayes 44. 

he question on ordering the bill to be read a 
third time, was then decided as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Alexander, Avery, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, Brecken- 
ridge, Burwell, Calhoun, Champion, Cox, Crawford, 
Creighton, Culpeper, Duvall, Evans, Findley, Fisk of 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Frank- 
lin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, Hungerford, John- 
son of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kershaw, 
Kilbourn, Leflerts, Lewis, Macon, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, 
Pleasants, Rhea of ‘Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, 
Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Stuart, Sturges, Telfair, Troup, 
White, and Yancey—67. 

Nars—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Brown, Cilley, 
Conard, Cooper, Crouch, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, 
Goldsborough, Henderson, Humphreys, Hulbert, Ing- 
ham, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Mar- 
kell, Murfree, Pickering, Piper, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Ruggles, Schure- 
man, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stock- 
onStrong, T'a ggart, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, Vose, 





Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster 
Wheaton, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Winter—55. 





Trorspay, February 9. 


Mr. Fisk, of New York, submitted the follow. 
ing resolution; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table: 

Resolved, That the rules of this House be so amended 
that officers who have received, or shall hereafter re. 
ceive, the thanks of Congress for their gallantry and 
good conduct, displayed in the service of their country, 
shall be admitted to seats within the walls of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, the 
Committee of Ways and Means were instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing, iy 
the State of Kentucky, a loan office, and in such 
other States in which no such office is established, 

A maonnge from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to allowa 
drawback of duties on spirits distilled, and cer. 
tain goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactur- 
ed within the United States, on the exportation 
thereof to any foreign port or place.” They have 
also passed the bill from this House “for the re- 
lief of Benjamin Wells and others,” with ameni- 
ments; in which bill and amendments they te- 
quest the concurrence of this House. 

An engrossed bill in addition to the act regu- 
lating the Post Office Establishment was read a 
third time; and the further consideration post- 
poned till to-morrow. 


PUBLIC ROADS. 


Mr. Lattimore, from the committee appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of repairing and 
keeping in repair the road from Nashville to 
Natchez, as also the road from Fort Hawkins in 
Georgia, to St. Stephen’s in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory, delivered in a report, accompanied bya 
bill making an appropriation for repairing the 
road from Nashville to Naschens which was read 
twice and committed. The report is as follows: 

It appears, by a treaty concluded with the Choctaws 
on the 25th October, 1801, and another with the Choc- 
taws on the 17th December in the same year, that the 
consent of these Indians was obtained to the opening of 
a wagon road through their respective lands ; and by 
an act of Congress of the 2ist April, 1806, that six 
thousand dollars was appropriated to this purpose; 
which was effected, as provided by those treaties and 
this act, under the direction of the President of the Uni- 
ted States. It appears also by a treaty with the Creek 
Indians, concluded on the 14th November, 1805, that 
the United States have a right to a horse-path through 
their lands; and, by the act above-mentioned, that six 
thousand dollars was appropriated for the purpose 0! 
opening a road from the frontier of Georgia, on the 
route from Athens to New Orleans, as far as the thirty- 
first degree of north latitude; which was likewise 
effected, as provided, under the direction of the Presi 
dent of the United States. 

Although the country through which these roads re- 
spectively pass is, naturally, as convenient for the put- 
poses of aie and intercourse as any other 
parts of the United States, yet, considering its grest 
extent, it is not presumed that the appropriations here- 
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tofore made could have been considered as adequate to 


a ere 
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any other object than that of merely opening the roads. 
The necessary bridges over the streams, and the neces- 
sary causeways through the swamps on these extensive 
routes, would in the opinion of your committee require 
of themselves larger sums than those mentioned above. 

Your committee deem it wholly unnecessary to offer 
any general remarks to show the great national advan- 
tages of an easy and certain intercourse between dis- 
tant of the United States. The sense of Congress 
on this subject is already well ascertained, from the 
large and liberal appropriations bestowed on the great 
Western road from the Potomac to the Ohio river. 
Without entering into comparisons as to which parts 


' of the Union most require the provident attention 
_ of Government, in relation to this subject, it appears 
' to your committee that the improvement of the roads 


_ in question, under the direction and at the expense of 


rceent N TA 


the National Government, is at all times recommended 


by a consideration of the importance of the country to 
which they lead, as well as the want of both authority 
and means to make it in the territory through which 
they pass. At this time the subject is rendered unu- 
sually interesting, from the efforts of the enemy to seize 
wen the emporium of an immense country, as well as 

er positions in the same quarter of less, though 
great, importance to the United States. So long as 
the war continues, New Orleans and other adjacent 
parts will be liable to invasion, and will of course require 
no inconsiderable force for their defence. During sucha 


_ state of things, it is highly desirable—indeed necessary 


_ that good roads should facilitate the transmission of 


intelligence, as well as the march of troops and the 
ere of supplies, when a passage by water 
too hardy or wholly impracticable. 


ma 
The improvements of these roads being deemed ex- 


_ pedient by your committee, the next inquiry is, in what 


way can this end be best obtained? How far it might 
be proper to effect this purpose by the incorporation of 
a turnpike company, your committee are not prepared 
to say. Several objections have presented themselves 
in considering such a plan; but whether, under other 
circumstances, it would be advisable or not, its slow 
execution would necessarily defer the advantages which, 
in the present state of affairs, it is desirable promptly 
to enjoy. As the immediate interest of the public is 
the particular consideration which induces your com- 
mittee to recommend the improvement of these roads, 
and as they believe that it cannot be so well promoted 
in any other way as by a special appropriation, they 
have prepared a bill for the purpose of improving the 
road from Nashville to Natchez, which they ask leave 
to report. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The bill from the Senate making an appropri- 
ation for rebuilding or repairing the public build- 
ings in the City of Washington was read a third 
time, 

Mr. Pickertne spoke against the bill, on the 
general ground of opposition to the permanency 
of the seat of Government. 

A motion was made by Mr. Wensrer, that the 
said bill be recommitted toa select committee, 
with instructions so to alter the bill as to appro- 
priate twenty thousand dollars to the preservation 
of the public buildings in the City of Washing- 
ton, and to the improvement and repairs of the 
building in which Congress now sit, for its better 
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accommodation therein—said sum to be paid out 
of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated—and to strike out of the bill the 
appropriation of the sum of five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. =, 

This motion was advocated by the mover, and 
by Messrs. Grosvenor, Gaston, Wrieat, and 
Aston; and opposed bv Messrs. Lewis, Fisk of 
New York, Ruea of Tennessee, and McKm. 
The debate was long and warmly contested by 
the affirmative side of the House. 


The question being taken thereon, it was deter- 
mined in the negative—yeas 67, nays 79, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Brown, Butler, 
Cannon, Cilley, Condict, Cooper, Cox, Davenport, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, 
Duvall, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Golds- 
borough, Grosvenor, Henderson, Humphreys, Hulbert, 
Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New 
York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Markell, 
Moseley, Murfree, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Smith of New 
York, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Taggart, Taylor, 
Thompson, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward 
of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson 
of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, 
and Wright. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bar- 
bour, Bard, Barnett, ary of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, 
Breckenridge, Calhoun, Champion, Clendenin, Con- 
ard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuth- 
bert, Earle, Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of 
New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Ma- 
ryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Car- 
olina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Nelson, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, 
Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, 
Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Shipherd, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stuart, Sturges, 
Telfair, Troup, White, Williams, Wood, and Yancey. 


Mr. Tay.or moved that the said bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, with instructions to prepare and report 
to this House amendments for concentrating the 
= buildings, to be erected in the City of 

ashington, for the accommodation of the Gov- 
ernment. 


And the question being taken thereon, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 65, nays 78, as 
follows : 


Yras—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Cannon, 
Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, 


Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor, Hawes, Henderson, Hulbert, Ingham, Kent 
of New York, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lovett, Markell, Montgomery, Moseley, Pickering, 
Piper, Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Rea of Penn- 
sylvania, Rich, Ruggles, Schureman, Sharp, Sherwood, 
Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, 





1148 
H. or R. 








Stockton, Strong, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Web- 
ster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, and Wright. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, — Bar- 
bour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, Bowen, 
Breckenridge, Brown, Burwell, Calhoun, Champion, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Earle, Evans, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, For- 
syth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 

all, Harris, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hub- 
bard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Irwin, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Johnson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lewis, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, 
Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, 
Sheffey, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, 
Stuart, Sturges, Telfair, Troup, Udree, White, Wil- 
liams, Wood, and Yancey. 


After much zealous debate, the question was 
then taken, Shall the bill pass ? and passed in the 
affirmative—yeas 78, nays 63, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs, Alexander, Anderson, Archer, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly of Virginia, Bines, 
Bowen, Breckenridge, Burwell, Calhoun, Champion, 
Clendenin, Crawford, Creighton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Duvall, Earle, Evans, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McUoy, 
McKim, McKee, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, 
Pearson, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Ship- 
herd, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stuart, 
Sturges, Telfair, Troup, White, Wood, and Yancey. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Brown, Butler, 
Cannon, Cil “3 Cox, Crouch, Davenport, Davis of 
Mass., Desha, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Gaston, Goldsbo- 
rough, Grosvenor, Henderson, Humphreys, Hulbert, 
Ingham, Irwin, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New 
York, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Mar- 
kell, Moseley, Oakley, Pickering, Piper, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, 
Strong, Taggart, Taylor, Thompson, Udree, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Web- 
ster, Wheaton, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massa- 
chusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Wright. 








Fripay, February 10. 


Mr. Eprgs, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Navy of the United States for 
the year 1815; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Eppes, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military Establishment for the year 
1815; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
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reported a bill for the relief of Charles Todq. 
which was read twice, and commitied to a Com. 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. Yancey, from the same committee, report. 
ed a bill to authorize the payment for horses ost 
in the public service in the Northwestern army, 
or in the campaigns under Generals Jackson and 
Floyd, in the present war; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Woon, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of John McMaster, reported 
a bill for the relief of John McMaster ; which 
was read twice, aad committed to a Committee 
of the Whule. 

On motion of Mr. Fisx, of New York, the 
House proceeded to consider the resolution sub. 
mitted by him yesterday, to amend the standing 
rules and orders of the House, and the same be. 
ing again read and amended was agreed to, as 
follows, to wit: 

Resolved, That the rules of this House be so 
amended, that officers who, by name, have receiy. 
ed, or shall hereafter receive, the thanks of Con. 
gress for their gallantry and good conduct dis. 
played in the service of their country, shall be 
admitted to seats within the hall of this House. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill “for the relief of Benjamin Wells and 
others,” were read, and concurred in by the 
House. 

The bill from the Senate, * to allow a draw. 
back of duties on spirits distilled, and certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured 
within the United States, on the exportation 
thereof to any foreign port of place,” was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

An ee bill in addition to the act reg- 
ulating the Post Office Establishment was read 
the third time and passed. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Jackson of 
Virginia, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill making provision for clothing 
the militia, called into the service of the United 
States; and, after some debate thereon, the Com- 
mittee rose, reported progress, and obtained leave 
to sit again. 


MONEY LOST BY A PAYMASTER. 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Jobn Palmer Cox, 
which was read, and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. The report is as 
follows : 

That the petitioner is a paymaster to a regiment ol 
New York militia commanded by Colonel Anthony D. 
Lameter, and which, in the month of August last, was 
stationed at Harlem Heights, in the city of New York; 
that he had received of the United States several thou- 
sand dollars, to pay off the militia, which he had deposi- | 
ted in a small trunk about eighteen inches in length, 
and which he usually kept locked up in a closet in his 
bed-chamber, until, by indisposition, he was confined 
to his bed, when he had the same brought and 
nea on the floor of the room, near the side of 

is bed; that, on the evening of the 3lst of October 
last, the petitioner, and some other officers who lived 
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Fesrvuany, 1815. 
= 
in the room with him, went to a neighboring house to 
take tea, leaving the trunk in the room ; and, when 
returned, it was gone. 
t appears from the depositions of Maria and Sophia 
G , which were referred to the committee, 
that, on the 24th of December last they saw the trunk 
lying in the bushes, some distance from their father’s 
house on Harlem Heights; and that, as soon as they 
saw it; they knew it at a distance to be the trunk of 
the petitioner. 
y gave information to their father, who carried 
the trunk to his house, and sent for a Mr. Henry Post 
‘to come and open it, and view its contents. He opened 
the trunk, and found it contained $137 374, and many 
rs belonging to the petitioner. 
Phe petitioner states that he had in the trunk, at 
the time it was stolen, $2,587. One deponent swears 
that he verily believes that sum was in the trunk when 
it was taken; and another states that, on the evening 
the trunk was stolen, he saw the petitioner count the 
money, and, from the appearance of the bundles of the 
bills, he believes there was that amount. The petitioner 
asks relief of Congress. 

The committee are of opinion that to the prayer of 
the petitioner there are several objections : 

1, That the loss of the money, and the amount 
thereof, are not clearly and satisfactorily shown. 

2. That the loss, if it actually did take place, was 
under such circumstances as would constitute negli- 
gence on the part of the petitioner. 

3. That if the money actually was stolen from the 

titioner, without any negligence on his part, the 

nited States would not be liable for it. It is believed 
they should not be considered the insurers of money in 
cases of this description ; the same principle has often 








_ been established at the present and last session of Con- 


_ gress. They therefore recommend to the House the 
_ following resolution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be allowed. 


TREASURY NOTES. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Eppes, resolved 
itself intoa Committee of the Whole, Mr. Breck- 
ENRIDGE in the Chair. on the bill to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes, for 1815. 

The bill was, on motion of Mr. Eppes, so 
amended as to provide for issuing Treasury notes 
to an amount not exceeding twenty-five millions 
of dollars; such of the notes as are of less amount 
than one hundred dollars, to be transferrable by 
delivery, (without endorsement,) and all notes of 
one hundred dollars or upwards, to bear an inter- 
est of five and two-fifths per cent.; the notes of 
the first description, in amounts of one hundred 
dollars and upwards, to be payable or redeemable 
in public stock to bear an interest of eight per 
cent.; those of the latter description to be paya- 
ble or redeemable in public sesh to bear an inter- 
est of seven per cent. 

The bill, as first reported, proposed an issue of 
fifteen millions of notes, redeemable in five an- 
nual instalments of three millions each, as pro- 
posed by the Secretary of the Treasury, for which 
the land tax was pledged. Connected with this 
plan, was the intention to propose a loan of twen- 
ty-five millions of dollars. The amendments last 
reported by the financial committee, are connect- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Treasury Notes—Sunday Mails. 





TTT aes Tf TOSCO TST STC rr OF OTe OO ee 


1146 
H. or R. 


ed with a proposed loan of fifteen millions, thus 
reversing the proportion of loan and Treasury 
notes first proposed. , 

It was stated by Mr. Eppes, that the committee 
had, on further consideration, deemed a loan to 
so large an amount as of questionable practica- 
bility, and had therefore determined to increase 
the issue of Treasury notes, and proportionably re- 
duce the loan, and therefore proposed the amend- 
ments which were now made to the bill. 

The amendments having been reported to the 
House, were agreed to without debate or oppo- 
sition; and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 


SUNDAY MAILS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the report of the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, that it is inexpe- 
dient to make any alteration in the present regu- 
lations respecting the transportation and opening 
the mails on the Sabbath. 

Mr. Farrow moved to amend the report so as 
to declare it expedient, instead of inexpedient, to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. This motion 
was negatived without debate, and the Commit- 
tee rose and reported the resolution unamended 
to the House. 

Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, moved to lay the 
report on the table; which motion, after debate, 
was negatived. 

Mr. Kino then moved to add to the end of the 
resolution the words, “ during the present war,” 
so as to confine the resolve to the inexpediency 
of acting on the subject during the present war. 

This motion was superseded by a motion of Mr. 
JACKSON, to postpone the further consideration 
of the resolution indefinitely, with a view to end 
the discussion of this subject for the present. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Ruea of 
Tennessee, Mr. McKim, and others, and subse- 
quently withdrawn by the mover. 

The question on Mr. Kine’s motion was de- 
cided in the negative. For the motion 52, against 
it 60, as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Condict, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Duvall, Ely, Farrow, Findley, Fisk 
of Vermont, Forsyth, Hale, Henderson, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hulbert, Jackson of Virginia, Kent of New 
York, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, 
Lyle, Markell, Montgomery, Moseley, Nelson, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, Stanford, 
Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Thompson, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, and Wood. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barbour, 
Barnett, Bines, Brown, Cannon, Comstock, Conard, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Desha, Fisk 
of New York, Forney, Gholson, Glasgow, Gourdin, 
Griffin, Hall, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hunger- 
ford, Ingham, Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King 
of North Carolina, Lefferts, Macon, McCoy, McKim, 
McLean, Moore, Murfree, Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, 
Pleasants, Potter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
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nessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, 
Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Udree, Williams, 
and Winter. 

Mr. Stanrorp then moved to amend the reso- 
lution by adding thereto the following: “so far 
‘ as respects the progress of the mail and the issu- 
‘ ing of letters on the Sabbath; but that the issuing 
‘ of newspapers under the proper restrictions may 
‘ be prohibited ;” which motion was negatived. 

The question on concurring in the resolution 
reported by the committee, was then decided by 
yeas and nays. For the report 81, against it 41, 
as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Alston, Avery, Barbour, Barnett, 
Bines, Brown, Cannon, Cilley, Clendenin, Comstock, 
Conard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Desha, Duvall, 
Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forney, ia Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Ingham, Jackson 
of Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, 

oore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, 
Piper, Pleasants, Potter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Sherwood, Smith of New York, Smith 
of Tennessee, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, 
Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Williams, 
and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Champion, Condict, 
Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Davis of Pennsylvania, Ely, Farrow, Geddes, 
Hale, Henderson, Hulbert, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Markell, Moseley, John Reed, 
Ruggles, Schureman, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Webster, Wharton, and Wilcox. 


So it was resolved that it is inexpedient to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. 





Saturpay, February 11. 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the Eastern Branch 
Bridge Company; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Eppes, trom the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred two resolutions of 
the House, instructing them to inquire into the 
expediency of changing certain collection dis- 
tricts, and a petition of sundry inhabitants of the 
county of Cumberland, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Joun Reep, from the Committee of Ac- 
counts, to whom was recommitted the bill to 
compel the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
in the Congress of the United States, to give 
security for the faithful application and disburse- 
ment of the contingent fund of the said House, 
reported the same with an amendment; which 
was read, and concurred in; and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time on 
Monday next. 

Mr. Easton, from the committee appointed on 
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the 7th instant, reported a bill concerning the 

lead mines in the county of Washington, in tho 

Territory of Missouri; which was twice read. 

and committed to a Committee of the Whole. ' 

, That Mr. Catnoun be appointed of 

the Committee on Foreign Relations, in the 
place of Mr. Cuarx, who is absent on leave, 

On motion of Mr. Wriaut, the Committee on 
Military Affairs were instructed to inquire whe. 
ther any regulations in the Army are necessary 
to their better accommodation and comfort. 

The House resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Jackxson’s bill providing for clothing the militia 
in the service of the United States; which was 
amended, and then ordered to be engrossed for g 
third reading. 

The engrossed bill to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes for the service of the year 1815, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
be discharged from the consideration of the bill 
from the Senate “giving further time to complete 
the surveys and obtain the patents for lands loca. 
ted under Virginia resolution warrants.” 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to incorpor. 
ate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States of America,” in which they ask the con- 
currence of this House. 


INDEMNITY TO COLLECTORS. 


Mr. Epres, from the Committee of Ways ani 
Means, to whom was referred the petition of 
Jeremiah Hill, made the following report: 


That the said Hill was indebted to the United 
States when he left the office of collector at Biddeford. 
He had officially obtained a judgment against certain 
persons, for breaches of the act of Congress laying a 
embargo, and claimed one moiety of the amount « 
collector. Before any money had been received on 
the judgment, he insisted on a right of set-off, and 1e- 
fused to pay the balance due from him into the Treas- 
ury. The Comptroller directed a suit to be instituted 
against him. It appears that the marshal had previ- 
ously levied a part of the amount of the judgment 
claimed as an off-set by Hill; and that, pending the 
suit against him, lands were sold by the marshal to 
satisfy the residue. When the whole amount was re- 
ceived at the Treasury, Mr. Hill was allowed credit 
for his portion of the judgment, and the Comptroller 
directed a discontinuance of the suit against him, on 
the payment of costs. The petitioner claims— 

1. The costs incurred in prosecuting the suit agains! 
the persons who committed the breach of the embargo 
law. 

2. Reimbursement in the costs of the suit against 
himself. 

3. Compensation for his trouble and expenses 10 
attending to the two suits. 

The defendants in the suit brought for the breach 0! 
the embargo law were liable for the legal costs of that 
suit; the petitioner was liable for the costs of the 
suit brought against himself, the United States not 
being bound to wait for the receipt of the amount o! 
the judgment which he had obtained against others, 
before they instituted suit against him for money re- 
ceived as collector; and it appears to the committee 
that the personal service of the petitioners were amply 
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unerated by his moiety of the penalty incurred. 
The ing resolution is therefore submitted : 


Resolved, t the prayer of the petition ought not 


to be granted. 
PUBLIC ROADS. 


The bill from the Senate “in addition to the 
act to regulate the laying out and making a road 
from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to 
the State of Ohio.” passed through a Committee 
of the Whole, where it was amended by striking 
out “one hundred thousand dollars” (the addi- 
tional sum appropriated) and inserting ‘twenty 
thousand.’ 

The question, on concurring in this amendment, 
was decided by yeas and nays, and stood—for 
the amendment 62, against it 70, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Brown, 
Butler, Cannon, Cilley, Cooper, Crawford, Crouch, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Ely, Farrow, Forney, Franklin, Gas- 
ton, Geddes, Goldsborough, Henderson, Hulbert, Jack- 
son of Rhode Island, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lovett, 
Markell, Moseley, Oakley, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin 
Potter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schure- 


— man, Sherwood, we net Stanford, Stock- 
- ton, Strong, Stuart, : 


aggart, ‘T'aylor, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, Wilcox, Wilson 


of Massachusetts, and Yancey. 


Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Bayly of Virginia, Bowen, Calhoun, 
Clendenin, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cox, Creigh- 
ton, Cuthbert, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Findley, Fisk 
of New York, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, 
Grosvenor, Hanson, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hungerford, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of 
Maryland, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lewis, Lowndes, Lyle, 
McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, 
Murfree, Nelson, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickens, Pleas- 
ants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Smith of Vir- 
ginia, Telfair, Troup, Udree, White, Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, Winter, and Wright. 

So the amendment was rejected; and the bill 
was ordered to a third reading; and was then 
read a third time, and passed. 





Monpay, February 13. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “making 
appropriations for the support of Government, for 
the year 1815,” with amendments; in which they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Incerso tt, from the Judiciary Committee, 
to whom was referred the inquiry into the expe- 
diency of increasing the salary of the District 
Judge of the State of Massachusetts, made a re- 
port unfavorable to an increase in this case, sepa- 
rate from the general class of such salaries; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A message from the Senate announcing the 
passage of a bill to incorporate the subscribers to 
the Bank of the United States of America, was 


brought up, and the bill read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. Gaston moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with a view to 
the amendment of its details, which he pro- 
nounced to be incorrect and in many respects im- 
practicable. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Forsytu, 
and Mr. Fisx of New York, who argued in favor 
of the correctness of the details of the bill, and 
denied that any other object but delay would be 
answered by the proposed reference. 

The motion was negatived, yeas 59, nays 70. 

Mr. Saarp them moved to refer the bill to a 
select committee, with the following instruc- 
tions: 

1. To strike out all that part of the bill that allows 
fifteen millions of dollars of the capital of said Bank to 
be paid in six per cent. stock of the United States 
heretofore created and now in the hands of stockhold- 
ers; and then amend the bill so as to allow the Gov- 
ernment to take the said fifteen millions on their ac- 
count. 

2. That all the Government subscriptions shall be 
paid at five per cent. interest. 

3. That the Government shall have a number of 
Directors in the said Bank equal to the proportion it 
may have of the capital of the Bank; who shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States. 

4. That so long as the Bank shall not be required 
to pay specie for its notes or bills, or after having com- 
menced paying of specie, shall from any cause stop the 
payment of the same, the Government shall not be re- 
quired to pay to the Bank a higher rate of interest on 
any loans to Government, either as permanent loans or 
in anticipation of taxes, than four per cent. 

5. That the Bank shall not be allowed to sell or 
transfer any part of the Government stock that it may 
acquire by permanent loans to Government, until the 
end of one year after the war. 

In support of this motion, Mr. S. made a speech 
of Searls an hour in length. 

Mr. Forsyrn replied to the principal points of 
this speech at considerable length. 

Mr. Suarp explained. 

Mr. Oakcey expressed himself, in a speech of 
some length, as favorable to some of the objects 
of the motion of Mr. Saarp, and as preferring 
—_ generally to the present provisions of the 
bill. 

Nr. CaLuoun, in a pithy speech of moderate 
length, expressed himsel! 
though friendly only to two of the proposed in- 
structions, viz: the reduction of the interest on 
loans to the Government, and striking out the 
old stock. He assigned the reasons also why the 
plan of a bank now before the House did not 
meet his approbation. 

Messrs. Hawkins, Wricut, Raga, and For- 
syTH, further opposed the commitment, and 
Messrs. OAKLEY, Bowen, and Gaston, advoca- 
ted it. 

The question on Mr. Suarp’s motion having 
been divided, the question on reference to a select 
committee was taken separately from the in- 
structions proposed to be given to the commit- 
tee; and— ; 


f in favor of commitment, 
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On the question of commitment, the vote stood, 
by yeas and nays, for commitment 75, against it 
80, as follows: 


Yxeas—Messrs. Bard, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bay- 
y of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, 
reckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Calhoun, Champion, 
Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, Cuthbert, 
Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Duvall, Ely, Far- 
row, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hanson, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Kent of New York, King of Mass., Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKee, Montgom- 
ery, Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pot- 
ter, John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, 
Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slayma- 
ker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, 
Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massa- 
chusetts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, and 
Yancey. 
Naxs—Messers. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
rh Barbour, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, Cannon, Clen- 
enin, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Creighton, Crouch, 
Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, Earle, Eppes, Findley, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, Jackson of Vir- 
ginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of North Caro- 
lina, Lefferts, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, McKim, McLean, 
Moore, Murfree, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, 
Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, ‘Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Wright. 


Mr. Gaston then moved to refer the bill toa 
Committee of the Whole; which motion was 
decided as follows: For the motion 70, against 
it 84, 

Mr. Suarp then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out so much as allows the subscription 
of stock heretofore created. 

This motion was supported by Mr. Duvaut, 
and opposed by Messrs. Wricutrand Humpureys; 
and was negatived by yeas and nays. For the mo- 
tion 72, against it 82, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Bayly, of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge, Brigham, Butler, Calhoun, Cham- 
pions Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, Cuth- 

rt, Davenport, Davis of Massachusetts, Sy avell, Ely, 
Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, 
Hasbrouck, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lovett, Lowndes, Markell, McKee, Moseley, Oak- 
ley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, 
Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of 
New York, Stanford, giedkten, Stuart, Sturges, Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jer- 
sey, Webster, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, Winter, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, Cannon, Clendenin, 
Comstock, Condict, Conard, Creighton, Crouch, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Desha, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vt.,Fisk 
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of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholsoy 
Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Har. 
ris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard 
Humphreys, Sakeotek, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irwin, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lewis, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, 
McKim, McLean, Muore, Marfree, Nelson, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of 
Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, 
Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wood, and Wright, 

Mr. Suarpe further moved to amend the said 
bill by striking out of the 4th line of the 12th 
rule for the regulation of that institution, the 
word “six,” and inserting io lieu thereof the word 
“four,” being the maximum rate per centum per 
annum, at which the said institution may charge 
the Government upon loans. 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
also determined in the negative—yeas 74, nays 
77, as follows: 


Yxas—Meessrs. Bard, Barnett, Baylies of Massachu- 
setts, Bayly of Virginia, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, technics, Brigham, Butler, Calhoun, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, Daven- 
port, Davis of Pennsylvania, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, 
Geddes, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, 
Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kenne- 
dy, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, McKee, Moseley, 
Nelson, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, William Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Scy- 
bert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Stur- 
ges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachv- 
setts, Ward of New Jersey, Webster, Wheaton, White, 
Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, and Yan- 
cey. 

Sievel ikaies Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bines, Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Clendenin, 
Comstock, Condict, Conard, Creighton, Cuthbert, Da- 
vis of Pennsylvania, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hun- 
gerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Irving, Jackson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Mur- 
free, Newton, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, F'iper, Pleas- 
ants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ringgold, Roane, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith of Virginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, 
Telfair, Udreo, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvanis, 
Wood, and Wright. 





Tuespay, February 14. 

Mr. Newson, from the committee to whom was 
referred a report of the Secretary of War, on the 
petition of William Tatham, reported a bill to 
authorize the Secretary of the War Department 
to purchase, for the use of the United States, the 
topographical materials of William Tatham; 
which was read twice, and committed toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
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The House resumed the consideration of the 








: bill from the Senate “to incorporate the subscri- 
| bers to the Bank of the United States of Ameri- 
- ca:” Whereupon, the bill was ordered to lie on 


the table. 


An engrossed bill requiring the Secretary of 
the Senate and Clerk of ‘ 


the House of Represent- 


 ghives, in the Congress of the United States, to 
5 give security for the faithful application and dis- 


Bort Rab etee the 


sat ala il 


ursement of the contingent funds of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The bill making provision for clothing the mil- 
itia of the United Beates when called into the 
actual service of the United States, was read a 
third time and passed, by the followiag vote, by 
yeas and oe For the bill 145, against it none. 

So the bill was unanimously passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

The amendments of the Senate to the civil list 
and miscellaneous appropriation bill, were read 


- and agreed to. 


The bill for the relief of Uriah Coolidge and 
others, was passed through a Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill granting a donation of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land to Anthony 
Shane. The bill was reported without amend- 


_ ment, and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
_ third time to-morrow. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 


that the Senate have passed the bill “ for the re- 
_ lief of the inhabitants of the late county of New 
Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered 


by earthquakes,” with amendments; in which 
they ask the concurrence of this House. 





Wepnespay, February 15. 


Mr. Wataur, of Maryland, rose to make a mo- 
tion. Believing, he said, that the war was about 
to receive a termination, he felt it a duty to those 
brave patriots who, by their exertions, had placed 
the character of the country so high that we 
should never again be disturbed by any foreign 
Power, unless unhappily intestine division should 
afford an opportunity to an enemy, to move the 
following resolution, with a view to redeem the 
national pledge to those who had enlisted under 
the banners of their country to defend its soil 
and enforce its rights. He therefore moved— 

“That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of laying off as much of the public lands 
as shall be necessary to satisfy the claims of the Army 
of the United States, and of fixing the location thereof.” 

_ Mr. W. said he should not press the considera- 
tion of this motion to-day, but call for it on some 
future day. 

Mr. Newron, of Virginia, offered for consid- 
eration the following resolution,-which, he said, 
would speak for itself, and preclude the necessity 
of any elucidatory remarks: 
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information as he shall deem necessary to be commu- 
nicated, touching the state of the relations existing 
between the United States and the Barbary Powers.” 


The resolution was agreed to nem. con., and a 
committee appointed to lay it before the Presi- 
ent. 

The report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, favorable to the petition of Solomon F'ra- 
zer and Mary Eccleston, was agreed to in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report a bill. 

The bill for laying a direct tax on the District 
of Columbia, was agreed to in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Spriggs; 
which was read twice, and committed toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. Yancey, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of James Savage and oth- 
ers; which was read twice, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Law, from the committee appointed on the 
petition of Anthony B. Ross, reported a bill au- 
thorizing the release of Anthony B. Ross from 
imprisonment; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment proposed by the Senate tothe 
bill “for the relief of the inhabitants of the late 
county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territo- 
ry,” was read, and concurred in by the House. 

Ordered, That the engrossed bill granting a 
donation of three hundred and twenty acres of 
land to Anthony Shane, be committed to Messrs. 
Pickering, McKee, and McKim. 

An engrussed bill for the relief of Uriah Cool- 
idge and James Burnham, was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the bill from the Senate, “ giv- 
ing further time to complete the surveys and ob- 
tain the patents for lands located under Virginia 
resolution warrants” be read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
be discharged from the bill making further pro- 
vision for filling the ranks of the regular Army 
a classifying the free male population of the 

nited States, and that the said bill be postponed 
indefinitely. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ for the relief 
of Bowie and Kurtz. and others ;” in which they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed resolutions of the 
following titles: 


“ Expressive of the thanks of Congress to Major 
General Jackson, and the troops under his command, 
for their gallantry and good conduct in the defence of 
New Orleans ;” 

“ Expressive of the high sense entertained by Con- 
gress of the gallantry and good conduct of Commodore 
D. T. Patterson, and Major D. Carmick, and of the 


Resolved, That the President of the United States | officers, seamen, and marines, under their command, 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House such 
13th Con. 3d Szess.—37 


’ 


in the defence of New Orleans ;’” and 
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“ Expressive of the high sense entertained by Con- 
gress of the patriotism and good conduct of the people 
of Louisiana and of New Orleans, during the late mil- 
itary operations before that city ;” in which several 
resolutions they ask the concurrence of this House- 

The remainder of the day was spent in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill to fix the com- 
pensations and increase the responsibility of the 
collectors of the direct tax and internal duties, 
and for other purposes connected with the col- 
lection hereel, The bill was reported to the 
House ; and the House adjourned. 








Tuespay, February 16. 


The bill from the Senate for the relief of Bowie 
and Kurtz, and others, late of the ship Allegheny, 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

The resolutions from the Senate expressive of 
the high sense of Congress of the gallantry and 

ood conduct of Commodore D. T. Patterson and 
ajor Carmick, and the officers and men under 
their command in the defence of New Orleans, 
were twice read, and ordered to a third reading. 

A resolution was received from the Senate for 
the appointment of a joint committee to inquire 
into the expediency of causing the Chambers, at 
present occupied by the two Houses of Congress 
or others in the same building, to be altered and 
fitted up for their better accommodation. 


DEFENCE OF NEW ORLEANS. 

The resolutions from the Senate expressive of 
the thanks of Congress to General Jackson and 
the troops under hiscommand, for their gallantry 
in defence of New Orleans, were twice read and 
amended. 

On the question of ordering these and the sub- 
sequent resolves to a third reading— 

Mr. Troup, of Georgia, said, that he congratu- 
lated the House on the return of peace; if the 
peace be honorable, he might be permitted to 
congratulate the House on the glorious termina- 
tion of the war. He might be permitted to con- 
gratulate them on the glorious termination of the 
most glorious war ever waged by any people. To 
the glory of it General Jackson and his gallant 
army have contributed not a little. I cannot, 
sir, perhaps language cannot, do justice tothe mer- 
its of General Jackson, and the troops under his 
command, or to the sensibility of the House, I 
will therefore forbear to trouble the House with 
the usual prefatory remarks; it is a fit subject for 
the genius of Homer. But there was a spectacle 
connected with this subject upon which the hu- 
man mind would delight to dwell—upon which 
the human mind could not fail to dwell with 
peculiar pride and exultation. It was the yeo- 
men of the country marching to the defence 
of the city of Orleans, leaving their wives, aud 
children, and firesides, at a moment’s warning. 
On the one side, committing themselves to the 
bosom of the mother of rivers; on the other, ta- 
king the route of the trackless and savage wilder- 
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of rendezvous—seeking, attacking, and beatins 
the enemy in a pitched battle—repulsing three 
desperate assaults with great loss to hin—killing, 
wounding, and capturing more than four thou. 


| sand of his forcee—and finally compelling him to 


fly, precipitately, the country he had boldly in- 
vaded. The farmers of the country triumphant! 
victorious over the conquerors of the conquerors of 
Europe. “I came, I saw, I conquered,” says the 
American husbandman, fresh from his plough, 
The proud veteran who triumphed in Spain, and 
carried terror into the warlike population of 
France, was humbled beneath the power of my 
arm. The God of Battles and of Righteousness 
took part with the defenders of their country, and 
the foe was scattered before usas chaff before the 
wind. It is, indeed, a fit subject for the genius 
of Homer, of Ossian, or Milton. 

That militia should be beaten by militia is of 
natural and ordinary occurrence; that regular 
troops should be beaten by militia is not without 
example ; the examples are as numerous, or more 
numerous, in our own country, than in any other; 
but that regular troops, the best disciplined and 
most veteran of Europe, should be beaten by un- 
disciplined militia with the disproportionate loss 
of a hundred to one, is, to use the language of the 
commanding General, almost incredible. The 
disparity of the loss, the equality of force, the dif- 
ference in the character of the force, all combine 
to render the battle of the eighth of January at 
once the most brilliant and extraordinary of mod- 
ern times. Nothing can account for it but the 
rare merits of the commanding General, and the 
rare patriotism and military ardor of the troops 
under his command. 

Glorious, sir, as are these events to the Amer- 
ican arms, honorable as they are tothe American 
character, they are not more glorious and honor- 
able than are the immediate consequences full of 
usefulness to the country. If the war had con- 
tinued, the men of the country would have been 
inspired with a noble ardor and a generous emv- 
lation in defence of the country ; they would have 
struck terror into the invader, and given conf- 
dence to the invaded. Europe has seen that, to 
be formidable on the ocean, we need but will it. 
Europe will see that, to be invincible on land, i! 
is only necessary that we judiciously employ the 
means which God and Nature have bountilully 
placed at our disposal. The men of Europe, bred 
in camps, trained to war, with all the science and 
all the experience of modern war, are not a match 
for the men of America taken from the closel, 
the bar, the court-house, and the plough. If, sir, 
it be pardonable at any time to indulge these senti- 
ments and feelings, it may be deemed pardonable 
on the present occasion. 

I think the resolution of the Senate defective; 
it does not record the prominent fact which, more 
than any other, contributes to the brilliancy of 
General Jackson’s triumph—the fact that the tri- 
umph was the triumph of militia over regular 
troops; on the contrary, it is so worded. that 
strangers or posterity, deriving their knowledge 


ness for hundreds of miles. Meeting at the place ! from the record itself, would be led to believe that 
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- easion to pour forth the gratitude with which I —it w 
_ am impressed, not only for the protection of Lou-| Foiled in their attempt to disseminate distrust 


 otism, and an unanimity, which command the 
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the regular troops constituted the principal force,| umph. Happy if a parallel to their conduct may 
and that the militia was only auxiliary. If the | be found, it must be looked for in the achievements 
House should consider the defect as important, I | of those who like themselves fought for the liber- 
would move to amend the resolution. |ties of their country. History records, to the 
Mr. Rosertson spoke as follows: | consolation of freemen, that the Poles, unarmed 
Mr. Speaker, representing alone on this floor | and ignorant of tactics, beat the veteran troops of 
an interesting part of our country, saved by he-| Frederick and Catharine in many pitched battles, 
roism unmatched from horrors which cannot be | never Jess than three times their numbers—but 
described, I shall be excused for expressing my | their leader was Kosciusko. In the early stages 
admiration of General Jackson, his great achieve- | of the revolution, the peasantry of France, under 
ments, and the splendid battles which we now | Custine and Dumourier, repulsed from their soil 
commemorate. | the disciplined thousands of the Duke of Bruns- 
Permit me too, sir, to avail myself of this oc-| wick; but it was not the Poles, nor the French- 
men—it was love of country—it was the cause. 





isiana, but for the opportunity which has been 


and treachery, they now prepared to take by force 
afforded her citizens of displaying a zeal, a patri- 


what fraud had failed to secure. 
The defence of Fort Bowyer, the battle of their 





; — of an admiring nation. | hundred well manned barges, with five of our 


arce three months are past, since a mighty | gunboats, were a foretaste of what they were fur- 


_ armada, with troops accustomed to victory, the | ther to expect. But, flushed with thoughts of the 
_ well fleshed myrmidons of sanguinary European | full fruition of their hopes, they pushed forward to 


See 


_ hopes more effectually blasted. 


_ proclamationsand sent forth emissaries, to corrupt 
_ the unwary, and excite disaffection. They offered 


wars, with others collected in the West India | seize the prize just presented totheir grasp. They 
Islands, from their description intended to produce | passed unseen through narrow defiles and deep 
terror, led on by chiefs whose fame had filled the | morasses; evaded the natural defence of the 
universe, directed its course across the Atlantic | State, and found themselves quietly posted on the- 
with a view to desolate a distant portion of our | fertile banks of the Mississippi, in full view of the 
country. They calculated on an easy conquest; | alluring metropolis of Louisiana, where they had 
never were hopes more confident—never were | been promised plunder without check and riot 
without restraint. 

Among the wonderful occurrences of that event- 
ful period, the simultaneous arrival at the same 
distant poiat of the brave defenders of their coun- 
try and the daring invader, cannot be considered 
less miraculous. Confident in its strength, and 
contemptuous of its foe, the veteran army was 
unprepared for the reception that awaited it. Sud- 
denly and fiercely attacked, panic struck at the 
unlocked for blow, they were defeated by half 
their number of raw American troops. This was 
conclusive. Their subsequent conduct exhibited 
little else than a tissue of blunders and misfor- 
tunes, or of courageous efforts which recoiled with 
ruin on themselves. 

At length the time arrived which was to wit- 
ness the most extraordinary event recorded in 
military annals. On the 8th of January, a day 
destined to form an era in history, this army of 
invincibles, led on by galiant chiefs, advanced to 
the charge with firm step, according to methods 
cipitate themselves to the scene of conflict, reso- | most approved—trenches hastily thrown up, de- 
lute to defend their distant brethren from the dan- | fended by what they considered a mob, a vaga- 
gers with which they were menaced. There the | bond militia, promised an enterprise destitute 
hardy sons of the West, with the yeomanry of | alike of hazard and of honor. They were met by 
the adjacent territory and the invaded State, with | an incessant and murderous discharge of mus- 
a handful of regulars and a few armed vessels, | ketry and artillery, the whole line was a contin- 
constituted that force from which the tremendous | ued sheetot fire; iatrepidity stoodappalled—their 
armament of our enemy was to experience the | General slain—the ditch filled—the field strewed 
most signal overthrow the world has ever wit-| with the dying and the dead—a miserable rem- 
nessed. But Jackson was their leader, and though | nant of their thousands fled back to their entrench- 
inexpert in scientific warfare, they were anima-| ments. The battle closed, a battle whose char- 
ted by something more valuable than discipline, | acter, from the nature of the troops engaged and 
more irresistible than all the energy which mere | the disparity of loss, is the most wonderful, whose 
machinery can display ; they were animated by | effects are as important as any that was ever 
patriotism—by that holy enthusiasm which sur-| fought. And now we are invited to the contem- 
mounts all difficulties and points the way to tri-| plation of a scene which reflects immortal honor 





ursuing their insidious system, they issued 


to those who should be weak enough to confide 
in their perfidious promises, protection and liberty 
under a British constitution. Insolent thought! 
To whom were those offers addressed? ‘To 
Americans, who themselves, or whose fathers had 
once before chased them from their shores cov- 
ered with disgrace and overwhelmed with dis- 
may. ‘To whom were they addressed? Too the 
natives of Louisiana—to Frenchmen, and their 
descendants. The English dared to speak to 
them of peace and fraternity, holding in their 
hand a sword reeking, as it had reeked for centu- 
ries, with the blood of Frenchmen. 

Hasty levies of half-armed undisciplined militia, 
from the interior of our vast continent, from the 
banks of the Tennessee, the Cumberland, and the 
Ohio, traversing wide and trackless regions, pre- 
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on the inhabitants of New Orleans, and, by con- 
trast, eternal shame on the enemy. 

The dead were interred, the agonies of the dy- 
ing assuaged, the wounded relieved ; that prop- 
erty which was to have been given up to plunder 
was willingly yielded to their wants, and the very 
individuals, the marked victims of their licen- 
tiousness, vied with each other in extending to 
them every proof of tenderness and humanity. 

It was my intention, Mr. Speaker, to have ad- 
verted to the manner in which the English have 
carried on their war, particularly to their views in 
regard to New Orleans, but peace is this moment 
announced; I do not wish to mar the feelings 
which belong to it; if 1 cannot forget their atro- 
cities, I disdain to triumph over a disgraced and 
fallen foe. Whilst resuming my seat] take much 
satisfaction in doing justice to the indefatigable 
exertions of the Secretary of War. From the 
time of his taking charge of that Department, and 
of being apprized of the danger which threatened 
Louisiana, no efforts were spared, no applications 
unattended to, which had for their object the pro- 
tection of that State. 

Mr. Incerso.u said: Mr. Speaker, I regret that 
these resolutions require any amendment. lam 

rsuaded, however, that their final passage will 

unanimous. The House will excuse me, I 
hope, if I indulge myself in a few observations on 
this occasion. I speak impromptu, sir, without 
premeditation—I have found it impossible to 
think—I have been able only to feel these last 
three days. The unexpected, the grateful ter- 
mination of the glorious struggie we have just 
concluded, is calculated to excite emotions such 
as can be understood by those only who can feel 
them. For the first time during this long, arduous 
and trying session, we can all feel alike—we are 
all of one mind—all hearts leap to the embraces 
of each other. Such a spectacle as that now ex- 
hibited by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America was never 
presented tothe world before. While the Senate 
are ratifying a treaty of peace, the House of Rep- 
resentatives are voting heartfelt thanks to those 
noble patriots, those gallant citizen soldiers who 
have crowned that peace with imperishable lustre. 
The terms of the treaty are yet unknown to us. 
But the victory at Orleans has rendered them 
eo and honorable, be they what they may. 
hey must be honorable under such a termina- 
tion of the war. Those Commissioners who have 
afforded us such signal credentials of their firm- 
ness heretofore, caunot possibly have swerved. 
The Government has not betrayed itstrust. The 
nation now cannot be discredited. It has done 
its duty, and is above disgrace. Within five and 
thirty years of our national existence. we have 
achieved a second acknowledgment of our na- 
tional sovereignty. In the war of the Revolu- 
tion we had allies—in arms—reinforcements from 
abroad on our own soil—and the wishes of all 
Europe on our side. But in this late conflict we 
stood single-handed. Not an auxiliary to support 
us—not a bosom in Europe that dared beat in our 
behalf—not one but what was constrained to stifle 
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its Lopes, if it entertained any in our favor. The 
treaty signed at Paris on the 30th of last May 

laced us in a situation of the utmost emergency, 
Bgland had triumphed over France—and she 
turned upon us with her hands full of the imple. 
ments of destruction—her heart almost bursting 
with vengeance and fury—malediction in her 
maovifestoes, subjugation on her sword. We have 
already voted thanks to those heroes of the North 
who, in Canada, faced and broke the spell of Eno. 
lish invincibility. From the North the tempest 
rolled on to this neighborhood: And it was jp 
the midst of the ruins—the cinders—of this Cap. 
ital, which became the momentary prize of a suc. 
cessful incursion—it was at a period the most 
awful, under difficulties the mostappalling, that pre. 
parations were made to meet the final, the concen 
trated onset at New Orleans—the most remote, the 
weakest pointof our territories—the most vulnera- 
ble—the hardest to hold, and the hardest to regain 
if once lost. For the capture of that city a most 
formidable force was embodied. All the disposable 
troops to be spared by England from Europe, the 
detachments scattered along our coasts, all the 
garrisons and troops that could be collected from 
the West India Islands, were concentrated for 
this last and grand object. The gallantand gen- 
erous inhabitants of the West flew to arms. | 
was not their firesides they had to defend. |: 
was in many cases more than a thousand, in al! 
more than five hundred miles from home they 
were to seek the scene of their exploits. They 
went with an immortalizing alacrity of patriotism. 
Every man of them is entitled to a panegyric. 
There is no distinction but that of rank to be 
made between them and their wary, their con- 
summate commander. Hardly arrived in New 
Orleans when the enemy appeared, they instantly 
attacked him—and inthe night time. The result 
of this immediate intrepidity was their strikinga 
salutary respect into the invaders. The conquer 
ors of Europe sent the flower of their armies, un- 
der the most eminent of their commanders, o1 
this expedition. On the 28th December and the 
lst of January, attempts were made to carry 
the American lines—but without success, will: 
out impression. Finding that their men had 
learned a reluctance to attack from these exper- 
ments, the British officers, on the memorable 8th, 
threw themselves into the front and led on to the 
charge. It is this that alone can account for the 
enormous effusion of officers’ blood. Not relying 
on the example thus set, they added moreover 
those enticemeats which, at Badajoz and St. Se- 
bastians, had seduced thesoldierstosuccess. They 
offered beauty and booty—in other words, rape 
and rapine, as the reward of victory. ‘Thus led 
aod thus iuvited, the British army made ils storm. 
Their discomfiture is without example. Never 
was there such a disparity of loss. With the 
tidings of this triumph from the South, to have 
peace from the East, is such a fullness of gratifi- 
cation as must overflow all hearts with gratitude 
to the Giver of all good—to that Being who has 
saved us from the enemy, who has saved us {rom 
allharms. Notto be grateful would be impious— 
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not to triumph, cold and churlish indeed. Enag- 
land has conquered Europe. In the midst of her 
conquests she is discontented and unhappy. Eu- 
rope, relieved from French dominion, is already 
enslaved afresh, cruelly enslaved. Poland, the 
richest, finest country on that Continent, with a 
population romantically free and patriotic, is an- 
nexed to Russia. After fighting the battles of 
France for the pay of emancipation, Poland falls 
under the Russian yoke. Saxony, one of the 
most ancient and repectable of the sovereignties 
of Europe, is subjoined as a province to Prussia, 
the most recent, the most despicable of all the 
European powers—a Kingdom which found a 
transient consequence in the genius of the great 
Frederick, which never can be considerable with- 
The Italians are 
torn from their homes to serve in Austrian armies. 


_ Norway dislocated from Denmark to be forced 
_ into the arms of Sweden—F ance is unsettled— 


Esachinia Deiitarthe Sasa Be Sas 


eof as caBlanes 


Spain convulsed—Holland swelled into an ephe- 
meral magnitude. What a contrast with this 
happy, thriving, blessed country! Who does not 
rejuvice that he is not an European! Who is not 
proud to feel himself an American—our wrongs 
revenged—our rights recognised! For I repeat, 
that no matter what the terms of the treaty may 
be, the effects of this war must be permanently 
prosperous and honorable. The catastrophe at 
Orleans has fixed an impress, has sealed, has conse- 
crated the compact beyond the powers of parch- 


| mentanddiplomacy. Atseaa tide of triumphs— 


by land a Continent on which the enemy could 
gain no foothold. Your Navy transcendant in 
achievements—your Army at length equalling 
your Navy. Mr.Speaker, for the richest Kingdom 
in Kurope I would not exchange my American 
citizenship—for the most opulent endowment I 
would not surrender the delight which I derive 
from the feelings of this moment. Let us then 
ass, let us vote by acclamation, the thanks of 
Congress to General Jackson and his companions 
in victory. 

I cannot resume my seat, sir, without a word 
of merited eulogium on an individual not com- 
prehended in these resolutions, but to whom the 
nation is greatly indebted for this success. I mean 
the present Secretary at War. From the monu- 
mental dilapidations of this Capital, with enemies 
to provide against on all quarters, those arrange- 
ments were made and those aids afforded by the 
Government which mainly contributed to the 
glorious result at Orleans. Jackson, to be sure, 
and his cohort banded together from all regions 
by his powerful ascendency, were the executors— 
but the able and honest statesman, who now holds 
the War Department, was the author and origi- 
nator of the preparations. Let us therefore—I 
hope all will agree to it—let us consider him too 
in our applause. 

The resolutions from the Senate expressive of 
the high sense entertained by Congress of the 
penne and good conduct of the people of 

oulsiana and New Orleans during the late mili- 
tary operations before that city, were twice read, 
and ordered to a third reading. 
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Mr. Rosertson said he was prevented from 
taking any part in regard to them, by feelings 
that would be properly appreciated. He would 
content himself with expressing the high sense 
he entertained of the very complimentary terms 
in which his constituents were mentioned. If 
suspicions had heretofore been indulged in, derog- 
atory to the history of Louisiana, they would no 
longer exist. If cold calculations had been made 
of her value and importance in the Union, they 
would no more be heard. 


COMPENSATION TO COLLECTORS. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the Committee of the whole 
House to the bill to fix the compensations and in- 
crease the responsibility of the collectors of the 
direct tax and internal duties, and for other pur- 
poses connected with the cullection thereof. 

The said amendments being read, and that to 
the first section being under consideration, Mr. 
Eppes moved to amend the same, by striking out 
the word “three,” being the rate per centum of 
the compensation to collectors, upon all moneys 
not exceeding $50,000 accounted for, and paid 
into the Treasury, between the first day of July, 
1815, and the first day of January, 1816, and in- 
serting the words four and a half.” 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 62, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av- 
ery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Brown, Butler, 
Caperton, Calhoun, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Co- 
nard, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Desha, 
Duvall, Earle, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk 
of New York, Forney, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, 
Glasgow, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingham, Jackson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, 
Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Mc- 
Coy, McLean, Montgomery, Moore, Newton, Ormsby, 
Parker, Pickens, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Vir- 
ginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, 
Clendenin, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, 
Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, 
Hale, Hawes, Henderson, Hungerford, Hulbert, Kent 
of New York, King of Massachusetts, King of North 
Carolina, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Markell, McKee, 
Moseley, Nelson, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Potter, 
John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sevier, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stan- 
ford, Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New Jersey, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr. Stanrorp then moved to amend the said 
amendment to the first section, by adding thereto 
the following proviso: 

Provided, That no collector in any city shall receive 
a greater compensation than $5,000, nor any collector 
in the country more than $2,500. 
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Mr. Fisk, of New York, moved to amend the 
said proviso, by striking out the word “ five,” in 
the maximum of the compensation to a city col- 
lector, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word 
“eight.” And the question being taken thereon, 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 2, nays 
131, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Fisk of New York, and Ingham. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av- 
ery, Barbour, Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Big- 
elow, Bines, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Breckenridge, 
Brigham, Butler, Caperton, Calhoun, Cannon, Cilley, 
Clendenin, Clopton, Comstock, Conard, Cooper, Cox, 
Crawford, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davenport, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Desha, Duvall, Earle, By. Eppes, Ev- 
ans, aaaee Findley, Forney, Franklin, Gaston, 
Geddes, Gholson, Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hale, Hall, Hanson, Har- 
ris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Henderson, Hop- 
kins of Kentucky, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kilbourn, 
King of Massachusetts, King of North Carolina, Law, 
Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, Mar- 
kell, McKee, McKim, Moore, Moseley, Nelson, New- 
ton, Oakley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Pickens, 
Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, Rea of 
Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith 
of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, Stanford, Sturges, 
Taggart, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Troup, 
Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Ward of New 
Jersey, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massa- 
chusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wood, Wright, and 
Yancey. 

Much debate occurring on the proposition, it 
was withdrawn by Mr. Sranrorp; and the 
House adjourned. 





Fripay, February 17. 


Mr. McKes, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill supplemental to the act, 
entitled “An act for the final adjustment of land 
titles in the State of Louisiana, and Territory of 
Missouri,” approved the 12th of April, 1814; 
which was read, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. Pickxertina, from the committee to whom 
was committed the bill granting a donation of 
three hundred and twenty acrss of land to An- 
thony Shane, reported the same with an amend- 
ment; which was read and agreed to by the 
House, and the bill ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate to give further time 
to complete surveys and locate patents for lands 
granted under Virginia resolution warrants, was 
read a third time and passed. 

‘The engrossed bill to lay a direct tax on the 
District of Columbia, was read a third time, with- 
out debate, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tay.or, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the appointment of a 
district attorney and marshal for the Northern 
District of the State of New York. 


The resolution from the Senate for the ap- 
pointment of a joint committee to inquire into 
the expe nene of causing the Chambers at pres. 
ent occupied by the two Houses of Congress, or 
others in the same building, to be altered and 
fitted up for their better accommodation, was 
read, and agreed to by the House; and Mr. Luw- 
is, Mr. Macon, and Mr. Kent, of Maryland. were 
appointed the committee on the part of the House, 

he House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Edward 
Hallowell. The bill was reported without amend. 
ment, and ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third time to-morrow. 


THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolutions for consideration : 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire and report to what extent 
the Military Establishment of the United States can 
be reduced consistently with the public interest. 

2. Resolved, That the said Committee be further in- 
structed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what, 
provision ought to be made, by law, for allowing — 
months’ extra pay and a donation in land to the officers 
of the Army who may be disbanded. 

3. Resolved, That the said Committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing one or 
more additional military schools. 

4. Resolved, That the Naval Committee be instruct- 
ed to inquire and report to what extent the Navy of 
the United States on the Lakes can be reduced consist- 
ently with the public interest. 

5. Resolved, That the said Committee be further in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
one or more naval academies. 

6. Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions be instructed to ascertain and report whether any, 
and, if any, what, modification of existing laws are 
necessary to adapt them to the State of our relations 
with foreign nations. 

The House having agreed to consider these 
resolutions, 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, made a few remarks 
in respect to each of these resolutions, the whole 
of which the reporter was not fortunate enough 
to hear. They were of an explanatory nature. 

Mr. IncERsoLL moved that these resolutions 
should lie on the table. The consummation of 
the peace, he said, had not taken place, and it ap- 
peared to him, therefore, improper now to enter 
into a discussion of them. 

Mr. Cannon also considered them premature. 
It would certainly be time enough for the House 
to act on them when they found the ratification 
had actually taken place. Before that time, he 
was opposed to any discussion of the subjects 
embraced in the resolutions. 

Mr. Grosvenor said, sensible as he was of the 
force of the motive, which has prompted the mo- 
tion, viz: the brevity of the remainder of the ses- 
sion, yet he considered the motion entirely prema- 
ture. As individuals, the members of the House 
knew the fact of a ratification of a treaty of 
ponens but the nature of the treaty was not 

nowp, nor was the fact officially before the 
House. 
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the ap- : Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, said he could not see 
ure into F any strong objections to laying the resolutions on 

at pres- the table; though he could see no objections to 
<p, - acting on them on the score of a regard to the 
A and dignity of the House. Could any evil grow out 
. i of an inquiry into the subject? There was no 
id ae danger of precipitation in acting on this or any 
. —— other subject; for even now, at the close of the 
soca at session, at this interesting moment, the House 
Edw d had employed two days in debating what com- 
Seed nsation should be allowed to the collectors of 

reada the taxes. True dignity, Mr. G. said, always 
| FeaC aE consists in doing what you intend to do, prompt- 

ly, and with a good grace. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, desired to see added 
the fol- to these resolves another, contemplating provision 
3 for the widuws and orphans of officers who have 
tary Af. fallen in the war. 
at extent Mr. Raza, of Tennessee, thought the agitation 
ates can BF of these questions ought to be delayed until the 
ie - House had, from the proper authority, official in- 
ther in. formation of the peace. In their sapenity of 
Y» what, representatives, Mr. R. said, they knew nothing 
— of what had taken place, whatever they might 
eomcers have individually heard. The treaty, when com- 
structel |  municated, would probably be attended with other 
r one or information, properly relative to the subject, and 

which the House ought to take into consideration. 
instruct. Mr Hanson said there could not bea doubt 
Navy of but it would be improper to act on this subject 
- consist- till official information was received, which the 
House now had not. It was almost a maxim, he 
rther in- said, that precipitancy is always unjustifiable. 
iblishing How did they know that the Executive had made 
up his mind to ratify the treaty? Mr. H. went 
gn Rela on to repeat what were reported to be the charac- 
her any, teristics of the treaty ; but, on the suggestion that 
wre ere this debate was not strictly applieable at this 
elations time, refrained from pursuing the topic. He said, 
however, that he thought the House ought not to 
r these act on the subject as if it was pre-determined to 
| accept the treaty, be it good or bad. To act on 
emarks these resolutions now, would have an undignified 
| whole appearance. 
enough he resolutions were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mure. On the question to print them, there were for 
lutions J printing them 57, against it 58. 
Lit ap- DEFENCE OF NEW ORLEANS. 
Oo enter The resolutions expressive of the thanks of Con- 
gress to Major Generai Andrew Jackson, and the 
vature. troops under his command, for their gallantry and 
House good conduct in the defence of New Orleans, 
ication were read a third time. 
me, he The resolution expressive of the high sense en- 
ubjects tertained by Congress of the patriotism and good 
conduct of the people of Louisiana and New Or- 
of the leans, was also read a third time. 
he mo- Mr. Rogerson, of Louisiana, expressed ina 
he ses- feeling manner his high sense of the complimen- 
prema- tary manner in which his constituents were men- 
House tioned in this resolve; and flattered himself they 
aty of would never forfeit, at any time, the high char- 
as not acter they had now acquired. 
re the Mr. Suarp then rose, and addressed the House 














as follows: Mr. Speaker, the subject those res- 
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olutions present for our consideration, is the 
most interesting occurrence in the history of our 
country. 

The people of Louisiana, approached by an 
enemy who suspected their fidelity to their newly 
adopted Government, and who held out every al- 
lurement that could be presented to seduce them 
from the Union, at this very moment whilst as- 
sailed by the blandishments of the enemy, with 
open arms they received their fellow-citizens who 
came to their aid, and, by voluntary contributions, 
furnished everything necessary to their comfort, 
while exposed in the open field in defence of their 
city. Yet their patriotism and humanity are sur- 

assed by their bravery. On the 23d of Decem- 
a it was a company of Louisianians that pen- 





etated the very centre of the enemy’s camp, and 
made good their retreat, and brought off a num- 
ber of prisoners. On the 8th of January, the 
Louisianians aided in defending the breastworks 
on the right, and when the enemy got possession 
of one of our bastions,they were among the fore- 
most who met them; and, amidst the clash of 
swords and bayonets, grappled with them on the 
ramparts, and bore them into the ditch. 

f we compare the conduct of Louisiana with 
any other part of the nation—even the oldest and 
best established in their political institutions—so 
far from losing anything in the comparison, it is 
on their part splendid and honorable, and must 
effectually put down all those feelings of distrust 
and jealousy that have been entertained in some 
parts of the Union in relation to their adoption 
into our Republic. 

In another point of view this subject is still 
more interesting. There is, perhaps, no epoch to 
be found on the historic page, none in the history 
of America in which we have been called upon 
to present the thanks of the American people to 
a whole State. Louisiana, the youngest daugh- 
ter of the Union, composed of a population most 
of whom had tasted of liberty but yesterday; it 
had not been their birthright, but such are the 
charms of liberty to a people who have felt its 
blessings and known its value, that, on thea 
proaching of a foe to enslave them, the whole 
population of Louisiana are bristling with the 
bayonet; the old men, the exempts, are clad in 
mail, and rushing to meet the foe. 


“Tf humanity shows to the God of the world, 
A sight for his fatherly eye, 
It is when a people, with banner unfurl’d, 
Resolve for their freedom to die.” 


Such a spectacle was presented by the State 
of Louisiana. As we are ever to expect, in so just 
a cause, they received the benedictions of Heaven, 
and, under its benign influence, aided by their 
fellow-citizens in arms, they not only triumphed 
over but almost exterminated their enemy. 

Can there be an American, whose bosom does 
not beat high with joy to call Louisiana a legiti- 
mate daughter of the Union, and hail her citizens 
as brothers ? 

Is there any part of the American empire that 
could hesitate ever hereafter to hold Louisiana In 








1167 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1168 








ee 


H. or R. Bank of the United States. Fesrvary, 1815, 








the maternal embrace of the nation; to extend | repeatedly discussed, that he thought it could be 
to her our care and protection ? acted on more advantageously in the small rem. 
The resolutions were then unanimously passed. | nant of the present session than in the first session 
The resolution expressive of the high sense | of a new Congress, bringing together individuals 
entertained by Congress of the merits of Com- | not acquainted with each others’ views, and not 
modore D. T. Patterson, Major Daniel Carmick, | having the ae of hearing the subject fre. 
and the officers and men under their command, | quently discussed. Having always been friendly 
were read a third time. and passed, with one neg- | to such an institution, and believing it as impor- 
ative, (Mr. McKes, of Kentucky.) a peace as in war, he hoped an experiment 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. would be made by referring this subject toa com. 


mittee, which, whether successful or not, would 
The House resumed the consideration of the | not consume much time of the House. 

bill from the Senate, “to incorporate the sub-| Messrs. Grosvenor, Pickerine, and Farrow 

scribers to the Bank of the United States of Ame- | also advocated the postponement; and Messrs, 

rica.” Kitpourn, Fisx of Vermont, CaLuoon, and Tru. 
Mr. Forsyta moved to refer the bill to a se- 


PAIR, Opposed it, 
lect committee. 


On the question of postponement, which was 
Mr. Lownpes superseded this motion, by a | decided by yeas and nays, the vote stood—yeas 
motion to postpone the bill indefinitely. He made | 74, nays 73, as follows: 
this motion, not from any hostility to a National Yeas—-Messrs. Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett 
Bank, wishing, as the gentleman did, that a Na- | Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, 
tional Bank should be @stablished, but because | Brigham, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Orn 
he wished it to be done at a time and under cir- 


c ford, Cuthbert, Davenport, Desha, Ely, Eppes, Far. 
cumstances which would give the House ability | row, Franklin, Geddes, Glasgow, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, 
to decide correctly on the subject. He believed, 


Hale, Hall, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Henderson, Hulbert, 
he said, and he was not alone in that opinion, that | Jackson of Rhode Island, Johnson of Kentucky, Ken- 
the present moment was a most unfavorable one 


nedy, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
for the establishment of a bank. It must be known | Lowndes, Macon, Markell, McKee, Montgomery, Mose- 
that, long as the subject of a bank had been agi- ' 


ley, Nelson, Ormsby, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John 
tated, there had been important differences of sen- Reed, Wm. Reed, Roane, Ruggles, Schureman, Seyber, 
timent as to the principles of such an institution, 


ame oe ee Smith of New York, 
which had been suppressed because of the pres- | St#ford, Stockton, Stuart, Taggart, Thompson, Troup, 
sure of the times. "antes other objections to Whatae Wai Wee Wie ae gerary, 
acting on this subject at present, he said, it was ? Leena Cee oe Mee 
no trifling one that the suspension of specie 


et Winter, and Wright. 

: ars—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Bayly of Virginia, 
payments by the State banks, which every one | Bines, Bowen, Breckenridge, Brown, Butler, Sastiten, 
considered an evil, would unquestionably be pro- 

longed by it. In the fragment of the session 


ao tact Cannon, Clendenin, Comstock, Conard, 
c , ox, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Duvall, Earle, 
which now remains, there would not be time to Fi as For 
enter into a consideration of these points; and, 


Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, For- 

ney, Forsyth, Gaston, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Han- 
if there were full time, the mere circumstance of 
the new and almost insuperable difficulties arising 


son, Hawkins, Hubbard, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ing- 
from a new state of things which now present 


ham, Jackson of Virginia, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, 
themselves, ought to suggest a reason for post- 


Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lyle, 

McCoy, McLean, Moore, Murfree, Newton, Parker, 
ener Congress could not now establish a 
nk half so eligible, or half so durable, as they 


Pearson, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsy!- 
could at a future session. 


vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robert- 
son, Sage, Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Mr. Forsyvn said, he was perfectly aware that Sturges, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Udree, Wilson 
the subject of a National Bank was attended with | °f Pennsylvania, Wood, and Yancey. 
emp difficulty at this or any other session; but| So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 
is opinion was, that this was the best time for 
an attempt of this kind. The subject had been 


Some time was spent in Committee of the 
Whole on the bill respecting the compensation of 

so much discussed, that he apprehended every 

gentleman was prepared to decide on it without 


collectors of taxes, &c., and some material amend- 
much further discussion. It was from a hope 


ments having beén moved to its details, it was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

that all sides of the House could now cometo| The remainder of the day was spent in Con- 

some understanding, and agree on the establish- | mittee on the bill respecting post offices. 

meat of such an institution as should be not only 

valuable to the United States, but satisfactory to 

all parties, that he had now moved to commit the 

bill, which he hoped would not be indefinitely 

postponed. 

Mr. Gaston conceived there would be less 
difficulty in acting on this subject at the present 
session than was anticipated by the gentleman 
from South Carolina. The subject has been so 





Satrourpay, February 18. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the bill from the Senate, “ to al- 
low a drawback of duties on spirits distilled, and 
certain goods, wares, and merchandise, manufac- 
tured within the United States, on the exporta- 
tion thereof to any foreign port or place,” without 
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endment; and the bill was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, reported a 
pill for the relief of Solomon Frazer, and the 
representatives of Charles Eccleston; which was 
read, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. E. also reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam P. Bennett, of the State of New York; 
which was read, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. Cutrerer submitted the following pream- 
ble and resolution; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table: 


It being a duty peculiarly incumbent, in a time of 
ublic calamity and war, humbly and devoutly to ac- 
knowledge our dependence on Almighty God, and to 
implore his aid and protection ; and, in times of deliv- 
erance and prosperity, to manifest our deep and undis- 
sembled gratitude to the Almighty Sovereign of the 
Universe: Therefore, 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United. States of America, in Congress assem- 

ded, That a joint committee of both Houses wait on 
the President of the United States, and request that 
he recommend a day of thanksgiving, to be observed 
by the people of the United States with religious so- 
lemnity, and the offering of devout acknowledgments 
to God for his mercies, and in prayer for the continu- 
ance of his blessings. 

An engrossed bill granting a donation of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land to Anthony 
Shane, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Edward Hal- 
lowell was read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the bill to authorize a donation 
of land to persons employed in the military ser- 
vice of the enemy, who shall come within the 
United States and claim the protection of the 
Government thereof, and the bill to provide for 
the further defence of the frontiers of the United 
States by authorizing the President to augment 
the Military Establishment, be postponed inde- 





finitely. 

Ordered, That the resolution expressive of the 
sense of Congress of the gallantry and good con- 
duct with which the reputation of the arms of 
the United States has been sustained by Major 
General Jackson, and the officers and men under 
his command, be postponed indefinitely. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Joshua 
Sands. The bill was reported with an amend- 
ment ; which was concurred in by the House, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Monday next. 

The bill to alter and establish certain post 
roads, passed through a Committee of the Whole, 
and was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Nimmo, passed 
through a Committee of the Whole, was ordered 
toa third reading, and read a third time, and 
passed accordingly. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “for the re- 
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they have passed a bill “to authorize the settle- 
ment and payment of certain claims for the ser- 
vices of the militia ;” in which they ask the con- 
currence of this House. 


NATIONAL OBSERVATORY. 


Mr. Ne son, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the second instant, the petition of 
William Lambert, and other documents relating 
to the establishment of a first meridian for the 
United States, made a report; which was read, 
and the resolution therein contained was amend- 
ed, and concurred in by the House. 

The report is as follows: 

That the reasons detailed in the said reports ap- 
pearing to be well founded, your committee have no 
hesitation in declaring their full assent to them. It is 
also the opinion of the committee that the plan pro- 
posed by the memorialist ought to be carried into 
complete effect, whenever attention to objects of a 
pressing nature and more immediate importance to the 
welfare of our country will permit, by the erection of a 
national observatory, and providing suitable instru- 
ments and apparatus at the public expense, to enable 
skilful persons to determine the places of the moon, 
planets, and other heavenly bodies with sufficient ac- 
curacy, by repeated and careful observations of the 
times of their transit over the meridian of the place. 

It further appears that the memorialist has made 
calculations, in addition to those presented to this 
House in the month of December, 1809, from data af- 
forded by the occultations of two fixed stars by the 
moon, which happened in January, 1793, and Janu- 
ary, 1813; also, from the external and internal con- 
tacts of the sun and moon, in an annular solar eclipse 
on the 17th of September, 1811, which have all been 
referred to the Capitol, in the City of Washington; 
and that the mean result of the longitude is found to 
be nearly 76° 55’ 45”, or five hours seven minutes and 
forty-three seconds in time west of Greenwich observa- 
tory, in England. 

It has been represented that astronomical calcula- 
tions subsequent to the close of the year 1812, can be 
depended upon with greater assurance of the accuracy 
of their results than before that period, in consequence 
of the publication and introduction into use of im- 
proved solar and lunar tables, constructed by M. de 
Lambre, of Paris,in France, and introduction into 
use of improved solar and lunar tables, constructed by 
M. de Lambre, of Paris, in France, and M. Burg, of 
Vienna, inGermany. This circumstance will suggest 
the propriety of authorizing additional experiments to 
be made, by approved methods of computation, to test 
the accuracy of the result found by William Lambert. 
Under this impression, the committee submit to the 
House the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to cause such further observations to be 
made by competent persons residing at the seat of the 
National Government as may be deemed most proper 
to determine the longitude of the Capitol, in the City 
of Washington, with the greatest practicable degree of 
exactness, and that the data, with abstracts of the cal- 
culations, and the results founded thereon, be laid be- 
fore Congress at their next session. 

The remainder of the day was spent in the 
discussion of the bill declaratory of the powers of 
the Legislature of the Indiana Territory ; several 
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ropositions to amend and postpone it were re- 
jected but, before getting through the bill, the 
ouse adjourned. 








Monpay, February 20. 


Mr. Wricar presented a petition of William 
Thornton, Superintendent of the Patent Office, 
raying for an increase of compensation, and that 
fosters and communications to and from that office 
“a not be charged with postage. 
rdered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Incersout, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill supplementary to an 
act, entitled “ An act for the better organization 
of the Courts of the United States within the 
State of New York ;” which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Bowen, from the Committee on Pensions 
and NRevolutionary Claims, reported a bill con- 
cerning invalid pensioners; which wasread twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The bill from the Senate, “to authorize the 
settlement and payment of certain claims for the 
services of the militia,” was read the first time, 
and, on motion, the said bill was read the seeond 
time, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill declaratory of the powers of the Legislature 
of the Territory of Illinois: whereupon, the bill 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill to alter and establish certain 
post roads was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Joshua Sands 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The order of the day on Mr. Ricn’s resolution 
for classifying persons liable to the direct tax, 
and allowing them to furnish soldiers in lieu of 
the same, was, on motion of its author, indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting copies of the 
Treaty of Peace and Amity between the United 
States and His Britannic Majesty, which was 
signed by the Commissioners of both parties at 
Ghent, on the 24th December, 1814, and the rati- 
fications of which have been duly exchanged.— 
The Message was read, and 5,000 copies of the 
Message and Treaty ordered to be printed. [See 
Senate proceedings, ante, p. 255, for the Message. ] 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “to amend 
the act, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the United States, and to 
provide for assessing and collecting the same ;” 
and the act, entitled “An act to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of Go- 
vernment, and maintaining the public credit, by 
laying duties on household furniture, and on gold 
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allowed to the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate,” 
in which amendments and bill they ask the cop. 
currence of this House. 


MILITARY AND CREEK LANDS. 


Mr. Harris moved the adoption of the follow. 

ing resolution : 

esolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to report a bill with provisions for having 
the boundary lines of the lands ceded to the United 
States by the Creek Treaty, recently ratified, run ang 
marked, and having the same laid off into sections an 
quarter-sections, preparatory to the sale thereof, and 
for making an appropriation for defraying the expenses 
incident thereto. 

Mr. Humenrpys remarked, that there was al- 
ready in existence a general law authorizing the 
laying off of lands, &c., and that so much of this 
resolve as embraced that object was unnecessary ; 
an appropriation of money only was necessary to 
enable the President to carry the law into effect. 

Mr. Harris said, that, although there might be 
such a law as his colleague had described, 11 was 
proper that the land in question should be imme- 
diately laid off; and used a number of arguments 
to show that the people of Tennessee, who had 
conquered these lands for the United States, 
should, as soon as possible, have access to the wa- 
ters of Mobile, which could only be obtained by 
a sale and settlement of the lands recently ac- 
quired, &c. 

Mr. McKep said, that, as soon as the treaty with 
the Indians was proclaimed, the Committee on the 
Public Lands had turned their attention to this 
subject, and, on examination, had found that no 
legal provision was necessary to the laying off, 
and surveying of these lands, and that an appro- 
priation of money only was necessary for the 
purpose. In answer toa letter addressed to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office on the 
subject, Mr. McK. said he had been informed it 
was first necessary that the boundaries of the In- 
dian lands, and those of the United States, should 
be first surveyed and marked, before the lands 
were laid off. ‘To enable the Government to pro- 
ceed in it. an appropriation of money only was 
necessary. 

Mr. Hompureys said, that, as respected the set- 
tlement of the Creek territory, it was important 
not only to the people of Tennessee, but to the 
United States, in order to facilitate the inter- 
course between the United States and Louisiana, 
and to give security to the frontier, and cut off 
the influence of the Spanish Government and 
British traders over that country. But, as noth- 
ing more than an appropriation for the expenses 
of survey was necessary to that object, he moved 
to amend Mr. Harris’s motion, so as to read as 
follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the necessity and expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation of money to meet the 
expenses of surveying and laying off the military 
bounty lands, and the lands lately ceded by the Creek 
Indians to the United States, in the Treaty of Fort 
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This motion was opposed by Mr. Harris. He 


conte for the propriety of a special law on 
the tent which Phould define the duty of the 


_ Executive, in this respect, beyond doubt. The 


_ President now 


possessed authority to act on the 
subject, it was true, but he might not conceive the 
law obligatory as to these lands, unless Congress 
gave special direction in regard to them. The 
importance of the object was such, that he was not 
willing to leave anything to construction or un- 
certainty. 

Mr. McKee again contended that no further 


_ provision than an appropriation was necessary, 
unless it was intended to impose a penalty on the 


Executive for a failure to exercise the authority 


- in this respect vested in him by a general law. 


_Mr. Hompareys’ amendment prevailed ; and, 
as amended, the motion was agreed to. 


WIDOW OF ELBRIDGE GERRY. 


The order of the day having been called for by 
Mr. Fisx, of New York, on the bill from the 
Senate, “authorizing payment to the widow of 
Elbridge Gerry, late Vice President of the United 


_ States, of such salary as would have been paya- 


- able to him durin 


the remainder of his term of 
service, had he so long lived,” 

A motion was made, by Mr. Eppes, to postpone 
the further consideration thereof indefinitely. 

This motion gave rise to a debate, in which 
Messrs. Eppes, Cannon, Porter, Tay.or, Gros- 
veNnoR, Suerrey, and Pickertna, advocated the 
postponement; and Messrs. Fisk of New York, 
McKim, Fisk of Vermont, Jackson of Virginia, 
Huvsext, Wriegut, aad Oak.ey, opposed it. 

The debate was one of some interest. The 
general principle asserted by those opposed to the 
bill, was the impropriety of setting a precedent of 

nsions for civil services, which would entail on 
the United States the evils so grievously felt in 
despotic Governments, from the same source. 
The bill was advocated on the ground of respect 
for the services of the deceased patriot and public 
servant, whose family was by his decease placed 
in a state of absolute dependence. 

The question on postponement was at length 
decided by yeas and nays—for postponement 86, 
against it 44, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Avery, Barnett, 
Brown, Caperton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clen- 
denin, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Conard, Cooper, 
Crawford, Crouch, Culpeper, Davenport, Desha, Du- 
vall, Ely, Eppes, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Gholson, 
Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hale, 
Hall, Harris, Hawes, Henderson, Humphreys, Hun- 
gerford, Irwin, Kennedy, Kilbourn, King of Massachu- 
setts, King of North Carolina, Law, Lefferts, Lewis, 
Lovett, Lyle, Macon, Markell, McLean, Montgomery, 
Moseley, Nelson, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Piper, 
Pitkin, Potter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennes- 
see, Rich, Sage, Schureman, Seybert, Sheffey, Sher- 
wood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, 
Sturges, Taggart, ‘Tannehill, Taylor, Troup, Udree, 
Vose, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, Winter, 
and Yancey. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Bard, Baylies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow, Bines, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, 
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Cox, Creighton, Farrow, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of 
New York, Gourdin, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Hulbert, Ingersoll, Jackson of 
Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, Kershaw, McKim, Moore, Murfree, 
Oakley, Parker, Pleasants, Ringgold, Roane, Robert- 
son, Sevier, Smith of New York, Smith of Penn., Smith 
of Virginia, Stuart, Thompson, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wood, and Wright. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed—in other 
words, rejected. 

The remainder of the sitting was oceupied on 
Mr. Kitzourn’s bill to provide, by encouraging 
actual settlement, for the protection of the North- 
western frontier; which was, in the end, indefi- 
nitely postponed. 





Tuespay, February 21. 


The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill “to amend the act, entitled “An aet to 
provide additional revenues for defraying the ex- 

enses of Government, and maintaining the pub- 
lie credit, by laying a direct tax upon the United 
States, and to provide for assessing and collecting 
the same ;” and, “the act, entitled ‘An act to pro- 
vide additional revenues for defraying the ex- 
penses of Government, and maintaining the pub- 
lic credit, by laying duties on household furni- 
ture, and on gold and silver watches ;” were read, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate disagree to the amend- 
ment of this House to the “resolution expres- 
sive of the thanks of Congress to Major Gen- 
eral Jackson, and the troops under his command, 
for their gallantry and good conduct in the de- 
fence of New Orleans ;” except so much thereof 
as strikes out the word “immediate,” in the third 
line of the first resolution. 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whereupon, it was resolved, that this House 
insist on that part of their amendment to the 
resolutions aforesaid, to which the Senate have 
disagreed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do acquaint the Sen- 
ate therewith. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have passed the bill “to 
authorize the issuing of Treasury notes for the 
service of the year 1815,” with amendments, in 
which they ask the concurrence of this House. 
They adhere to their disagreement to that part of 
the amendment of this House to the “resolutions 
expressive of the thanks of Congress to Major 
General Jackson and the troops under his com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct in the 
defence of New Orleans,” to which they disa- 
greed, and which have been insisted upon by 
this House. 

The amendments to the bill “to authorize the 
issuing of Treasury notes for the service of the 
year 1815,” were read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Troup, from the Military Committee, re- 
ported sundry resolutions expressive of the sense 
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entertained by Congress of the gallantry and 
good conduct, with which the reputation of the 
arms of the United States have been sustained 
during the late war by certain officers therein 
named—(including many militia officers, and 
several field officers who have fallen in the ser- 
vice.) The resolutions were twice read, and re- 
ferred to the same committee, to whom resolu- 
tions of a similar character, reported by that 
committee, have been referred. 

The bill supplementary to the act for the bet- 
ter organization of the courts of the United States 
within the State of New York, was read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Senate. 

The bill from the Senate to increase the com- 
pensation of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, 
was twice read, and committed. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill declaratory of the powers of the Legis- 
lature of Illinois Territory, which, after the prop- 
osition of other amendments thereto, was ordered 
to lie on the table, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

The bill fixing the compensation, &c., of col- 
lectors of the direct tax and internal duties, was 
further debated and amended, and then ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


DAY OF THANKSGIVING. 

On motion of Mr. Cutrerer, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the resolution sub- 
mitted by him a day or two ago, which is in the 
following words: 


“It being a duty peculiarly incumbent in a time of 
public calamity ana war, humbly and devoutly to 
acknowledge our dependence on Almighty God, and 
toimplore his aid and protection; and, in times of 
deliverance and prosperity, to manifest our deep and 
undissembled gratitude to the Almighty Sovereign of 
the Universe : 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That a joint committee of both Houses 
wait upon the President of the United States, and re- 
quest that he recommend a day of thanksgiving, to be 
observed by the peuple of the United States with reli- 
gious solemnity and the offering of devout acknowl- 
edgments to God for his mercies, and in prayers to 
him for a continuance of his blessings.” 

On motion of Mr. Ruga, the resolution was 
amended in its preamble, by striking out the 
words in iéalic, and thus amended, the resolution 
was, after some conversation as to the preamble, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and, 
being accordingly subsequently read a third time, 
was ordered to be referred to a select committee 
to consider and report thereon. 


BRITISH AND INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 


Mr. Larrimore, from the committee to whom 
was referred, on the 21st ultimo, the memorial of 
the Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, rel- 
ative to Indian depredations, made a report; 
which was read, as Liles: 


The memorialists state, that, in the eastern part of 
the above-mentioned Territory, great losses have been 
sustained from the wanton and unwarranted depreda- 
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tions of the Creeks; for which they conceive repara. 
tion is due to the sufferers out of the lands which have 
been ceded by the treaty lately concluded with tha 
nation of Indians to the United States, and pray that 
a board of commissioners may be instituted for the 
purpose of ascertaining such losses, and with a view 
to such reparation. 

Your committee have no doubt that the losses sys. 
tained by the inhabitants of this section of the coun. 
try are great, and that their sufferings have been ge. 
vere; but, conceiving that other cases may furnish 
claims to reparation, they are of opinion that any pro. 
ceeding on the subject should not be partial in its ob. 
ject or effect. Abstaining from all remarks as to the 
important and extensive principle which this subject 
involves, your committee believe that it would be 
proper to ascertain, without unnecessary delay, || 
such losses, whether from English or Indian depreda. 
tions, as may hereafter claim the attention of Con. 
gress, when the general question of indemnity may 
come before them ; and in this view of the subject, and 
also with due regard to the particular case presented 
by the memorialists, they offer the following resolution 
to the consideration of the House: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to take such measures as may be conve. 
nient for the purpose of obtaining satisfactory evidence 
of all losses of property which have been sustained in 
consequence of the depredations of the British or In- 
dians, or of the troops of the United States, during 
the late war; and that the memorial above considered 
be transmitted to him for his information on the sub- 
ject to which it relates. 


On the question of concurrence in said resolu- 
tion, a desultory debate took place, which ended 
in laying the report on the table—the principal 
argument for this course being the propriety in 
amending it as to limit it to depredations con- 
trary to the laws and usages of war, which, i! 
appeared to be admitted, ought to be a subject of 
amicable discussion and settlement between the 
two Governments. 





Wepnespay, February 22. 


A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have passed bills from 
this House with the following titles: “An act for 
the regulation of the courts of justice of Indi- 
ana;” and “An act giving the right of pre emp- 
tion in the purchase of lands to certain settlers 
in the Indiana Territory,” with amendments. 
And they have passed bills of the following 
titles: “An act authorizing the discharge of Ed- 
ward Martin from imprisonment PAD act for 
the better temporary accommodation of the two 
Houses of Congress ;” and “An act to repeal cer- 
tain acts therein mentioned ;” in which amend- 
ments and bills they ask the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee ol 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Thomas 
Sprigg; which passed through a Committee of 
the Whole, and was ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of James 
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Savage and others. The bill was reported to the 
House and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time to-morrow. 

Mr. McKer, of Kentucky, reported a bill au- 
thorizing the sale of lands which may hereafter 
be forfeited within the Jefferson Land District at 
the land office for said district (merely declar- 
ing the place where such sales shall take place.) 
The bili was twice read, and ordered to be en- 

rossed for a third reading. 

The act to fix the compensation and increase 
the responsibility of the collectors of the direct 
tax, &c., and for other purposes connected there- 
with, was announced for a third reading. On 
motion of Mr. Fisk of New York, supported by 
Mr. Jackson of Virginia, the bill was recommit- 
ted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The order of the day on the bill from the 
Senate authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause to be built one or more floating 
batteries for the defence of the waters of the 
ba oo = seermnltoly postponed. 

e bill authorizing the discharge of A. B. 
Ross from his i piesment passed through a ESTIMATED REVENUE. 
Committee of the Whole, and was ordered to be Mr. Eppes laid on the table the following let- 
engrossed for a third reading. ter from the Secretary of the Treasury: 

The bill supplementary to the act for the final Treasury Derantrment, Feb. 20, 1815. 
adjustment of land titles in the State of Louisiana| Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
and Territory of Missouri, passed through a Com- | of your letter, dated the 15th instant, which, in conse- 
mittee of the Whole, and was ordered to be en- | quence of the termination of the war, requests, in be- 
grossed for a third reading; as also did the bill | half of the Committee of Ways and Means, “a view of 
for the relief of William T. Bennett, of the State | the probable receipts from imports and tonnage during 
of New York. the year 1815, and any other information that may ena- 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Frazer. and | le the committee to decide on the measures necessary 
the representatives of Charles Eccleston, passed | ‘© ™eet the enespected: and fortunate change which 


: _| peace must produce in the resources of the United 
eee tne ememeets o o ‘hied wee WS | States.” It has hitherto been my arduous and painful 


The bill from the Senate, “ concerning the employment, to suggest to your consideration meas- 


sins. . 7 . | ures for relieving the embarrassments of the '‘l'reasury, 
iw“ of the militia,” was postponed indefi- | with a view to the expenditures of a protracted war ; 


and you will readily believe that, on every account, 
personal as well as public, I join you most sincerely in 
rejoicing at an event which brings with it an immedi- 
ate alleviation of the pressure upon the Department, as 
well as a general assurance of national honor and pros- 
perity. 

The objects which claimed the attention of the com- 
that those Treasury notes to be issued bearing no | mittee in my former communication, were, Ist. The 
interest should be fundable at eight per cent., | state of the public credit; 2d. The state of the circu- 
and those bearing interest at seven per cent. The | /#ting medium; and, 3d. The ways and means to de- 
Senate propose to amend the bill so as that the | Ty the various expenses of the Government. 
notes bearing no interest shall be fundable at| _ + The public credit was depressed during the war, 


Laie ; owing to several causes that must now cease to oper- 
seven per cent., and those bearing interest shall ; ; 
be fundable at six per cent. ate. All the circumstances, internal and external, 


She. %E euid. that, avthe dente Of war had ceased which were calculated to excite doubt as to the dura- 
. . 9 3 


didcd the bill ‘passed this Hotise, and the state of | S20" 9% 8% % the lame ef the contest, in, Giamninds of 


id babl : the cautious and the timid, have passed away, and, in 
peace would probably appreciate the value of| their place, the proofs of confidence begin already to 
the public securities, it was supposed the interest 


d appear, with practical advantage. While it was doubt- 
proposed by the Senate would be sufficient. ful to what extent the public exigencies would require 
The amendments were agreed to. 


the aid of loans, those persons who retained the means 
MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. of lending either feared, or affected to fear, the eventual 
Mr. Troup, from the Committee on Military 


security of the Government; and even the enamaplnry 
; ; : sas display of the national resources, which has been made 
Affairs, reported a bill fixing the Military Peace a 
Establishment of the United States. 


during the present session of Congress, for the benefit 
[The bill provides that the Military Peace 


of the public creditors, was curtailed of its natural ef- 
Establishment shall consist of such proportions 


of artillery, infantry, and riflemen, not exceeding 
in the whole ten thousand men, as the President 
shall think proper; the corps of engineers to be 
retained. The general officers to consist of two 
Major Generals and four Brigadier Generals. 
The President to cause selections to be made of 
officers from the existing force, and to cause the 
supernumerary officers to be discharged as soon 
as circumstances shall permit. Three months 
pay to be given to each officer, &c., so honorably 
discharged, and, in addition, to each officer a do- 
nation of land; two thousand five hundred acres 
to a Major General, &c.; six hundred and forty to 
a Captain, four hundred and eighty to a subal- 
tern. To each private, also, an additional dona- 
tion of one hundred and sixty acres of land, pro- 
vided the whole quantity of land such private 
receives shall not exceed three hundred and 
twenty acres. The bill also proposes to regulate 
the future organization of the Army.] 

The bill was twice read, and referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


oe 


TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. Epres, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made a report recommending an agree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate to the 
Treasury note bill. 

The bill, as it went from this House, provided 


fect in the resuscitation of public credit, by the coun- 
tervailing influence of causes which it is unnecessary 
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t2 specify. But when the whole amount of the public 
det incurred during the war is fixed and ascertained ; 
when it is known that ample provision is made for the 
panctual payment of the interest, and for the gradual 
axtinguishment of the principal of the debt ; and when, 
above all, it is seen that Congress is inflexible in its ad- 
herence to the faith and policy of the Legislative 
pledges, the public credit of the United States will stand 
upon a basis the most durable and the most honorable. 


2. The difficulties of the national circulating me- 
dium remain, however, to be encountered, under cir- 
cumstances which the Government cannot control. 
The effects of the peace will certainly restore a metal- 
lic medium; but, until that result be produced, the 
only resource for all the pecuniary transactions of the 
Treasury, as well as of individuals, will be the issue of 
Treasury notes, and the notes of the State banks. If, 
indeed, the State banks were soon to resume their pay- 
ments in specie; or if they were again to give credit 
and circulation to the notes of each other throughout 
the United States; and if they were, moreover, able 
and willing to accommodate the fiscal views of the 
Government, (which I do not permit myself for a mo- 
ment to doubt,) a total dependence upon those institu- 
tions, however impolitic in the abstract, would be prac- 
tically safe and beneficial. But if, on the other hand, 
the notes of the State banks shall continue limited, in 
circulation and use, to the city, the town, or the State, 
in which they are issued, it must be obvious that they 
cannot answer the purposes of a national medium ; and 
that the receipt of such notes, in payments for duties 
of import, or national duties, will convert the public 
revenue, which is destined for general uses abroad as 
well as at home, into a local fund, that may not be 
wanted where it exists, and cannot be applied where 
it is wanted. It is, nevertheless, in the power of Con- 
gress to obviate, in a considerable degree, this diffi- 
culty, by authorizing the payment of a reasonable rate 
of exchange, upon the transfer of its revenue, from the 
places of collection and deposite to the places of de- 
mand and employment; and I respectfully recommend 
the expedient to the consideration of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


The alternative, or concurrent resource of Treasury 
notes, for a national circulating medium, has, on other 
occasions, been considered. The vecurity of the Gov- 
ernment must always, upon every reasonable and can- 
did estimate, be deemed superior to the security of any 
private corporation ; and so far as Treasury notes bear 
an interest, and are receivable in the payment of du- 
ties and taxes, they are evidently more valuable than 
bank notes, which do not possess those characteristics. 
But the machinery of a bank is calculated to give an 
impulse and direction to its issues of paper which can- 
not be aoe by the forms of the Trentuty, or any 
merely official institution, to the paper of the Govern- 
ment. In the operations of a bank, too, the facilities 
of bank credit supply the place, in a very important 
degree, of the issues of notes; so that a bank loan of 
oe millions of dollars, for instance, would, probably, 
require no greater issue than six millions of dollars in 
notes. On the contrary, the whole amount of whatever 
sum is to be raised by an issue of Treasury notes, must 
be actually sent, in the form of Treasury notes, into the 
market, through the various channels of credit or de- 
mand. It is, however, to be admitted, that an issue of 
Treasury notes not greatly exceeding in amount the 
demand created for them by the duties and taxes, for 
which they are receivable, can be annually sustained ; 
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but if the amount exceeds, or even equals, the amount 
of that demand, the revenue will generally be absorbed 
by the notes before it reaches the Treasury. The holde; 
of the Treasury notes being thus paid in preference 
and often to the exclusion of every other public cred. 
itor, and the other branches of the public service being 
thus deprived of the contemplated means for their sup- 
port. 


It is proper here to observe, that the actual issue of 
Treasury notes on this day, (including those due and 
unpaid, those which are daily becoming due, and those 
which have been ordered, but are not yet signed,) 
amounts to the sum of $18,637,436 80, cad the amount 
will be constantly augmenting. If, therefore, the rey. 
enue for the year 1815, enriched by the duty on im. 
ports, and by the other beneficial effects of the peace, 
should amount to $20,000,000, it is still evident tha 
the whole of the revenue might be expended in the 
single purpose of paying the Treasury note debt; leay. 
ing every other object of the Government to be pro- 
vided for by loans, or by new issues of Treasury notes, 

Having suggested the difficulty and the danger, | 
cannot presume to dwell upon any expedient for re- 
lief, which Congress has already refused to adopt ; but 
I take the liberty, with deference and respect, to renew 
the recommendation of the plan that was submitted to 

our consideration in my letter of the 17th January 
ast, under the belief that, considering the outstanding 
amount of Treasury notes, any new issue should be 
made to rest upon a basis that will enable the Govern- 
ment to employ it, both as a circulating medium, and 
as the means of raising money in aid of the revenue. 
How far a power, given to fund the Treasury notes 
upon an advanced interest, or to pass them in payment 
of taxes and duties, will be sufficient for the purposes 
contemplated, without providing other means of pay- 
ment by regular instalments, I must submit to the 
judgment of the committee. 

3. The ways and means to defray the various ex- 
penses of Government for 1815, will consist of the rev- 
enue which will be actually received at the Treasury 
during that year. It is not intended, on the one hand, 
to take into view the balances due upon the appropri- 
ations of preceding years; nor, on the other hand, to 
take into view the revenue which will accrue in the 
present year, but which will not be payable until the 
year 1816. 

The direct amelioration of the resources of the coun- 
try, in consequence of the peace, applies principally to 
the item of the duties on imports and tonnage. The 
effect, however, must be confined, with immaterial ex- 
ceptions, for 1815, to two-thirds, or the eight conclud- 
ing months of the year. The West India trade will 
produce little, and the European trade nothing, by 
way of revenue, before the first of May next. Some 
outstanding adventures beyond the Cape of Good Hope 
will hardly be brought home, upon the intelligence of 

eace, before the present yearhas expired. Consider- 
ing, therefore, that a credit of eight, ten, and twelve 
months, is allowed for the duties on merchandise im- 
ported from Europe, and that a credit of three and six 
months is allowed for the duties on merchandise im- 
ported from the West Indies, it is evident, that what- 
over may be the amount accruing on merchandise im- 
ported from Europe for the year 1815, the actual re- 
ceipts at the Treasury cannot be great; that the whole 
of the duties accruing on merchandise imported from 
the West Indies before the first of July, will be actu- 
ally received at the Treasury in the year 1815; and 
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that one moiety of the amount of the duties on mer- 
chandise imported from the West Indies, between the 
first of July and the first of October, will also be re- 
ceived at the Treasury in the year 1815, 

The average of the net revenue of the customs which 
accrued for the three years, 1806, 1807, and 1808, was 
more than $14,000,000 for each year; and a similar 
average for the three succeeding years, 1809, 1810, and 
1811, was about nine millions of dollars for each year. 
But the first period was one of uncommon commercial 
prosperity, when the United States were the only neu- 
tral nation, and cannot be taken as the basis of an se- 
timate for the present time, when the other nations of 
the world are also at peace. The second period was 
embarrassed by commercial restrictions; but, probably, 
the effect of those embarrassments upon the revenue 
were counterbalanced by the advantages of our neu- 
trality. It is thought, therefore, upon the whole, that, 
in astate of general peace, the customs, operating upon 
the single duties, would not have produced, before the 
American war, more than a sum between nine and 
ten millions of dollars annually. But the compara- 
tively small quantity of foreign merchandise at present 
in the American market, would, probably, give rise to 
an extraordinary amount of importations during the first 
year of peace, equal at least to the supply of two years; 
if the fact, that the double duties are limited in their con- 


 tinuance to a year after the termination of the war, did 


not operate as a check upon importations, beyond what 
may be requisite for the consumption of the present year. 


_ These counteracting causes may, therefore, be reasona- 


_ bly supposed to neutralize the force of each other, and, 


consequently, to refer and confine any estimate of the 
double duties upon merchandise imported in the year 
1815, to the amount of the importations for the con- 
sumption of a single year. 

Under these views it is estimated that the produce 
of the customs, during the first twelve months of peace, 
will amount, with double duties, to a sum between 
eighteen and twenty millions of dollars. Of that pe- 
riod ten months occur in the year 1815; but as the im- 
portations can only partially commence for the space 
of two months, end cannot reach their average extent 
for three or four months, the fair proportion of time to 
form the ground of an estimate, will be (as already 
suggested) eight months of the year 1815. Upon this 
scale of computation the product of the customs, which 
will accrue from the Ist of May to the 3lst of Decem- 
ber, 1815, will probably be $13,500,000; but there 
must be added to that sum the estimated amount of 
customs accruing, independent of the effects produced 
by the peace, from the Ist of January to the Ist of May, 
to wit, $1,500,000; making the aggregate of the reve- 
nue of the customs, accruing in the year 1815, about 
$15,000,000. 

It remains, however, to present an estimate of the 
amount of the customs which will not only accrue, but 
which will be actually received at the Treasury in the 
year 1815. The extent of the commerce, which is ex- 
pected to be opened, and the effects of the credits which 
are allowed for the payment of duties for the year 
1815, have been already explained. The estimate, 
therefore, assumes the following form: 

1. The total revenue of the customs, accruing in the 
year 1815, being, as above stated - $15,000,000 


re 
See 


It is estimated that, of that sum, there 
will become payable, and will actually 
be received into the T'reasury, in the 


Estimated Revenue. 
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year 1815, in the manner exhibited in 
the annexed schedule marked A, about 
2. That on account of custom-house 
bonds outstanding at the end of the 
year 1814, which, in the letter from 
this Department, dated the 17th of 
January, 1815, was reserved to meet 
the unsatisfied appropriations of that 
year, there will be received during the 
year 1815, near - - . - 


3,000,000 





Making the total amount of the actual 
receipts into the Treasury, from the 


customs, for the year 1815 “ - $6,500,000 


The ways and means of the Treasury for 1815, pro- 
vided and payable during the year, may now be pre- 
sented in a view essentially different from that which 
was necessarily taken in the letter from this Depart- 
ment, dated the 17th of January last, while contem- 
plating a continuance of the war. 

1. The duties on imports and tonnage will, probably, 
produce a sum, inclusive of that receivable for 
duties which accrued prior to the present year, of 
about - - . - - - $6,500,000 

2. The direct tax, instead of a sum of 
$2,000,000, will probably give to the 
Treasury, in the year 1815, in conse- 
quence of the facilities of the peace, a 
sum of about - - - - - 

3. The internal duties, old and new, and 
postage, instead of a sum of $7,050,000, 
will probably give to the Treasury, in 
the year 1815, in consequence of the 
facilities of the peace, a sum of about 

4. The sales of the public lands will 
probably produce, in the year 1815 - 

5. The amount of incidental receipts, 
from miscellaneous sources, will, prob- 
ably, be about - - - - : 


2,500,000 


8,000,000 
1,000,000 


200,000 
$18,200,000 





While the revenue is thus materially augmented, 
the charges upon the Treasury will be considerably re- 
duced. It is not in the power of this Department, at 
the present time, to advert to the estimates of the ex- 
poe of the peace establishment for the War and 

avy Departments; but with the aid of the public 
credit, and the legislative sanction for the measures 
which will be proposed, it is believed that the ‘Treasu- 
ry will be competent, in that respect, to meet the most 
liberal views of the Government. Independent, there- 
fore, of the estimates of the War and Navy Depart- 
ments, the charges on the Treasury for the year 1815 
will consist of the following items : 


1. Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous expenses, as 
stated in the general estimates for one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen = - - $1,979,289 39 

2. The public debt will call for a sum 
of $14,723,808 58, to answer the 
following claims: 

For interest and reimbursement of the 

funded debt created before the war, 
(the amount of principal unredeem- 
ed on the 3lst of December, 1814, 
being about 39,905,183 dollars 60 
cents,) $3,452,775 46. 
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For interest of the funded debt cre- 
ated since the war, (the amount of 
principal on December 31, 1814, be- 
ing $48,580,812 26, to which little 
has been since added,) about— 

$3,000,000 00 

For the principal and 
interest of Treasury 
notes falling due in 
1815, and the first 
January, 1816, in- 
cluding $620,000 of 
notes issued under 
the act of February 
25, 1813, falling due 
within this period 





8,271,033 12 
————_ 14, 723,808 58 


$16,703,097 97 


a 











It is to be observed, however, that the preceding es- 
timate does not include a sum of $2,799,200, being 
the principal of the Treasury notes which became due 
in 1814, and remain unpaid, because the unexecu- 
ted authority to raise money by loan for that year is 
sufficient to cover the amount, if a loan can be obtain- 
ed, independent of the custom-house debt ($3,000,000) 
which accrued in 1814, but is payable in 1815, and 
which is now considered as part of the excess of 
$3,975,909 83, stated in the letter of the 17th of Janu- 
ary, 1815, for the purpose of being specifically trans- 
ferred, in the present estimates, from the ways and 
means of last year to the credit of the ways and means 
for the present year. 

Upon the whole, then, it appears that the revenue 
for the year 1815 will probably amount to $18,200,000, 
and that ways and means are now to be devised to pro- 
vide for the difference between that sum and the ag- 
gregate amount of the demands for the service of the 
year 1815; which will be ascertained by adding the 
amount of the estimates for the peace establishment of 
the War and Navy Departments to the amount of the 
demands for the expenses of Government and the pub- 
lic debt, being, as above stated, the sum of $16,703,- 
097 97. 

It only remains to suggest some additional measures, 
which appear to be required at thie time for the sup- 
port of the public credit, and the supply of the Treas- 
ury. 

1, It is respectfully suggested that all the holders of 
the Treasury notes, issued or to be issued under the au- 
thority of any existing law, should be allowed to fund 
them atan interest of seven per cent.; and that inter- 
est be allowed on all Treasury notes which have not 
been punctually paid, until the day of funding, or of 
payment. 

2. It is respectfully suggested that a new issue of 
Treasury notes should be authorized upon the princi- 
ples suggested in the letter from this Department, 
dated the 17th of January, 1815. 

3. It is respectfully suggested that a loan should be 
authorized to the amount necessary, upon a view of ail 
the estimates, to complete the ways and means for the 
year 1815. 

4. It is respectfully suggested, that the exportation 
of specie should be prohibited for a limited period. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, A. J. DALLAS. 


J. W. Evrss, Esq., 


Tax Bills—Defence of New Orleans. 
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TAX BILLS. 


The amendments of the Senate to the bil! 
amendatory of the direct tax and furniture tax 
bill, were before the House, and partly agreed 
and partly disagreed to. Among the amend- 
ments, was one repealing the section allowing 
annual assumption by the States of their respect- 
ive quotas of the direct tax, and allowing a de- 
duction of fifteen per cent. on the amount so as. 
sumed. The Committee of Ways and Means 
recommended a disagreement to this amendment, 

This recommendation was supported by Messrs, 
Epres, Lownpes, Fisk of Vermont, Barnour, 
Jackson of Virginia, Farrow, Macon, and Tay- 
Lor, and opposed by Messrs. Pirkin, and Suerrry. 

In favor of the amendment, it was urged, by 
the latter gentlemen, that, although in time of 
war there might be good reasons for authorizing 
the anticipation of the revenue by allowing as- 
sumption of the direct tax by the States, yet, as 
a permanent tax, the direct tax and all other 
taxes ought to be collected by the United States’ 
officers; and, besides, that the discount of fifteen 
per centum on such assumption was too great. 
Mr. Suerrey contended that this mode of laying 
direct tax was unconstitutional, inasmuch as the 
taxes ought to be laid on the people, and not 
ou the States. Against the amendment was op- 
posed the greater convenience to the people of 
allowing this mode of assumption, and the obvi- 
ous advantages to the United States from that 
mode of collection, which, it was alleged, was 
also more economical than any other, inasmuch 
as it obviated the difficulties and delays unavoid- 
ably interposing in the way of the collection of 
the direct tax, and insured greater security to the 
revenue. 

This amendment of the Senate was eventually 
disagreed to. 


DEFENCE OF NEW ORLEANS. 


An unfortunate disagreement having arisen 
between the two Houses as to the terms of the 
resolution bestowing thanks on General Jackson, 
a message was received from the Senate an- 
nouncing its adherence to its disagreement to the 
amendments proposed by the House thereto. This 
left to the House the alternative only, it was be- 
lieved, to adhere to or recede from its amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Troop proposed to adhere, in which course 
he was supported by Messrs. Ropertson, Ruza, 
and Humpureys; on the other hand, Messrs. 
Haweins, Wricut,and Macon, were desirous of 
receding, if a conference could not be agreed on. 

The point of difference is, that the House pro- 
poses to ascribe the merit of the great achieve- 
ments on the banks of the Mississippi, principally 
to the militia volunteer force; whilst the Senate 
has given the merit generally to the regulars. 
volunteers, and militia, in language admitting 
the inference, it is contended, that our force was 
principally a regular force. 

It was, therefore, argued, in favor of adherence, 
that the resolution of this House was a veritable 
history of the facts as they occurred, giving honor 
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to those to whom honor was due, and that the 
resolution had better be lost altogether than to 
enter upon record a vote which would convey an 
erroneous impression, as it was contended the 
resolution of the Senate did. In favor of reced- 
ing, it was argued, that history would narrate, In 
conspicuous characters, the facts as they exist, 
and that the light in which they would be viewed 
by posterity, would not depend on the terms of 
the vote of Congress on this occasion. The ob- 
ject of such a vote was not to afford materials for 
history, but to express the gratitude of the nation 
to its defenders. In the course of the debate, 
Mr. Macon took occasion to pass a very high 
eulogium on the character of Major General 
Jackson, whom he said he had long personally 
known, and he did not believe there existed a 
more honorable or highminded man. 

In the end, the House determined, before a 
final decision, to request a conference with the 
Senate on the subject. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. Kent, of Maryland having called up the 
order of the day on the bill to incorporate the 
Farmers aod Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown— 

Mr. Yancey proposed to postpone this order of 
the day indefinitely, under the impression that 
Congress would not act upon it at the present 
session. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Jackson of 
Virginia, and Mr. Kent, but was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The bill to incorporate the Bank of the Me- 
tropolis being called up by Mr. Kent of Mary- 
land, the House refused to go into a Committee 
of the Whole on that bill. 

Mr. Grosvenor then moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the motion indefinitely. 

Which motion was opposed by Mr. Jounson, 
and Mr. Suarp of Kentucky, and supported by 
Mr. GoLpsporouau of Maryland. 

In support of the motion, it was alleged, gener- 
ally, that all the applications of this character 
ought to share the same fate. Against it, it was 
argued that Washington had not been hitherto 
equally favored by Congress, it being notorious 
that there was greatly less incorporated bank 
capital in Washington than in either Georgetown 
or Alexandria. 

The question on indefinite postponement was 
decided in the affirmative. 





Tavurspay, February 23. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill “giving the right of pre-emption in the pur- 
chase of lands to certain settlers in the Indiana 
Territory” were read, and concurred in by the 
House. 

_ The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill “for the regulation of the courts of justice 
of Indiana,” were read, and concurred in by the 
House. 

The bill from the Senate, “authorizing the dis- 
charge of Edward Martin from imprisonment,” 
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was read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole. 

The bill from the Senate, “for the better tem- 
porary accommodation of the two Houses of Con- 
gress,” was read twice and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The bill from the Senate, “to repeal certain 
acts therein mentioned,” was read twice, and or- 
dered to be read a third time to-day. 

Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported back to the House the bill to au- 
thorize the settlement and payment of certain 
claims for the services of the militia, sent from 
the Senate, without amendment; and it was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Eppes, under the direction of the same 
committee, moved, 

“ That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report at the next session a general tariff of duties 
proposed to be imposed upon imported goods, wares, 
and merchandise.’ 

The motion was agreed to, nem. con. 

On motion of Mr. Seysert, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the purchase 
of the vessels captured by Commodore Macdo- 
nough on Lake Champlain in the month of Sep- 
tember last, with leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

On motion of Mr. Saerwoop, the Committee 
of Ways and Means were instructed to inquire 
whether any, and, if any, what alterations ought 
to be made in the laws relative to duties imposed 
on stills, employed solely in the rectification of 
spirituous liquors. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “An 
act to authorize the President to raise certain 
companies of rangers for the defence of the fron- 
tiers of the United States, and to repeal certain 
acts now in force for this purpose,” with amend- 
ments. They have passed bills of the following 
titles: “An act to repeal so much of the several 
acts imposing duties ou the tonnage of ships and 
vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, as imposes a 
discriminating duty on tonnage between foreign 
vessels and vessels of the United States, and be- 
tween goods imported into the United States in 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States ;” 
“An act further supplementary to an act, entitled 
‘An act providing for the indemnification of cer- 
tain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi 
Territory ;'” “An act to provide a library room, 
and for transporting the library lately purchased;’ 
and “An act to repeal certain acts concerning the 
flotilla service, and for other purposes ;” in which 
amendments and bills they ask the concurrence 
of this House. They agree to the amendment to 
the act, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by laying 
duties on household furniture, and on gold and 
silver watches,” and insist on their fifth amend- 
ment disagreed to by this House. 

The bill from the Senate, “to repeal certain 
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acts therein mentioned,” was read the third time,| Your committee are in possession of no data from 
and passed. which they can form an estimate of the number to 

Two or three Messages were received from the | which these accessions of population may amount; 
President of the United States, one of which it | but they deem it not an unreasonable presumption 
appeared was of aconfidential nature; and the | that the return of peace, by renewing inducements to 
doors were closed and galleries cleared, and, after | emigration, may produce an increase to the amount 
so remaining for a short time, were again opened ; | required by the agreement with Georgia, by the time 


when the following Message. being of a public na- | the usual preparatory steps can be taken towards the 
ture, was read: ne actual admission of the Territory into the Union as a 


State. It would seem, therefore, as if what is now 
To the — Scsabat ante United States « solicited would be obtained, of course, in a few years 


at most. 

I lay before Congress copies of two ratified treaties The question, then, is, is it expedient to provide for 

which were entered into on the part of the United | the adoption of this Territory into the Union as a 
States, one - - 22d o- - J — tte oe sev- | favor, ot was its admission of right ? 

eral tribes of Indians, called the Wyandotts, Delawares, ; stennill — 
Siewoneen, fonacen, and Minmits;:the:athat on the The expediency of anticipating the admission of this 
9th day of August, 1814, with the Creek nation of In- | C¢mmun'ty to the rights ef eh 'independeat State in- 
aaa y gust, ’ — ea well a ee opm 
. ‘ . est o e lLerri as the general interest of the 
It is referred to the consideration of Congress, how | tnited States. avusiaien to the former, it is to be 
far Legislative provisions may be an for carrying presumed that the people themselves, who are best 
any part of those stipulations amen ADISON. | 8¢quainted with their own local condition, can best 
i oe be hiaalad. judge of their ability to bear the additional expense of 
. : self-government, and weigh other consequences which 
The Message and treaties were referred to the | may ensue from the change. As it respects the latter, 
Committee of Ways and Means. your committee possess no facts which would add to 
‘The engrossed bill, authorizing the sale of the | the information, and can offer no reasons which would 
ublic lands, which may hereaiter be forfeited | influence the opinion of the House on this point. 
within the Jeffersonville district, to be exposed | Their mere opinion is all they have to submit ; and it 
for sale at the land office within the same; the | is, that there would be no impropriety in principle, and 


engrossed bill to authorize the discharge of A. B. | n° injury in effect, to the interest of the nation, in pro- 


Ross from his imprisonment; the engrossed bill | viding, without further delay, for the admission of the 

for the relief of Thomas Spriggs; the engrossed Territory in question into the union of the States. 

bill for the relief of James Savage and others; This Territory has been, as your committee believe, 

the engrossed bill for the relief of Solomon Fra- | * longer time under the restraints of political minority 

zer, and the representatives of Charles Eccleston ; Gas | pena det! ee why i > cyan 

ne wae JAN; Sie ie eet car nos A should still be deferred, merely on account of its pres- 
Se 


A ; ! . 7 . | ent deficiency of numbers, since a like deficiency did 
the act “ for the final adjustment of land titles in | 54 prevent others, or one other at least, from the en- 


the State of Louisiana, and Territory of Missouri,” joyment of a similar boon. 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 


Hitherto your committee have considered this sub- 
MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 


ject as though the admission solicited were desired by 


Mr. Lattimore, from the select committee on 
the memorial of the Legislature of the Mississippi 
Territory, praying admission into the Union, 
made a report favorable thereto, accompanied by a 
bill authorizing the people of the Territory of 
Mississippi to call a convention for the purpose of 
forming a Constitution and State Government 
preparatory to admission into the Union. The 
report was read, and, with the bill, on the motion 
of Mr. L., ordered to lie on the table. 

The report is as follows: 


all the inhabitants of the Territory without delay, but 
they cannot undertake to state that such is the fact. 
While it is true, that it has been prayed for and urged 
with much interest and zeal at several successive ses- 
sions, it is also true that at the last one at which the 
subject was brought before Congress there were count- 
er-petitions, praying that it might be postponed. How 
far a union of sentiment and wishes may be inferred 
from the absence of any counter-petition at the pres- 


| ent session, when it was known that the memorial 


under consideration had been forwarded, your con- 
mittee are not prepared to say. They can, however, 


By the articles of cession and agreement between | judge and act from only what is before them ; and it 


the United States and the State of Georgia, it is pro- 


is to be presumed that the representatives of the peo- 


vided that the Territory aforesaid shall form a State, ple express the will of their constituents, unless the 
and be admitted as such into the Union, as soon as it | contrary appears. To which consideration it may be 
shall contain sixty thousand free inhabitants, or at an | added, that the extinguishment of the Yazoo claims 
earlier period, if Congress shall think it expedient. | having removed what was perhaps the most general 
Agreeably to the last general census, the population of | objection to admission, it is probable that many who 
this Territory, of all descriptions, amounted to forty | were opposed to it are now in favor of it; and, since 
thousand three hundred and fifty-two souls. Since | peace is restored, it is probable, also, that many others 
this was taken, the amount has considerably increased | will desire to exchange the restrictions of a Territory 
by the annexation of that part of West Florida which | for the rights of a State. If, however, from local con- 
lies east of Pearl river, and also, as your committee | siderations, other than those suggested, a difference of 
are informed, by emigrations to the eastern settlements | opinion in relation to the expediency of this object 
of the Territory from several of the States. should still exist, your committee conceive that the 
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question cannot be more fairly settled than by a con- 
vention, which should first decide whether it should 
form a constitution or not, and which might be chosen 
with a reference to the respective sentiments of the 
members on this particular point. 

Believing it expedient, therefore, that the people of 
the Mississippi Territory should be authorized to elect 
a convention, with powers to form a constitution, as 
prayed for by the memorialists, your committee have 
prepared a bill for this purpose, which they ask leav 
to report. 


MILITIA BOUNTY. 
The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. Easton: 


1. Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
lowing to each non-commissioned officer and private of 
the militia of the Missouri Territory, who have performed 
a tour of duty by order of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, a donation in lands, as a compensation for 
their services. 

2. Resolved, That the said committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting donations of 
land to the frontier inhabitants of said Territory, who 
have been forced by the enemies of the United States 
to’ abandon their plantations or dwellings, and who 
have not abandoned or removed out of the said Terri- 
tory. 

‘The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lutions, and the same were amended to read as 
follows: 

1. Resolved, That the committee appointed on that 
part of the President’s Message, at the commencement 
of the session, which relates to the militia, be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing to each non- 
commissioned officer and private of the militia of the 
United States, and Territories thereof, who have per- 
formed a tour of duty by the order of the Government 
of the United States, a donation in lands, as a compen- 
sation for their services. 

2. Resolved, That the said committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting donations 
of lands to the frontier inhabitants of said States and 
Territories, who have been forced by the enemies of 
the United States to abandon their plantations and 
dwellings, and who have not abandoned or removed 
out of the said States or Territories. 


And on the question to agree to the said reso- 
lutions, it was determined in the negative. 


PAY OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, offered for consideration 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
provision by law for paying the members of this House 
in money current in the States to which they respect- 
ively belong. 

This motion gave rise to some debate. 

Mr. Fisk grounded his motion on the discount 
the Eastern members were obliged to pay for 
Eastern notes, and the alleged impropriety of 
members of Congress travelling from shop to shop 
selling their wages, or bartering off the notes they 
receive in payment for such as shall be current 
in their States, &c. 

Mr. Ruea moved to amend the resolution, by 
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striking out the latter part of it, and inserting in 
lieu thereof, the words “ Treasury notes or bank 
notes.” 

The object of the whole motion was supported 
by Mr. Wraigart, Mr. Fisx,and Mr. Porrer, and 
opposed by Mr. Ruea, Mr. Newron. Mr. Farrow, 
Mr. Eppes, Mr. IncHam, Mr. McKim, and Mr. 
Hawkins, who denied both its necessity and ex- 
pediency. 

A motion of Mr. Eppes, to lay the resolution 
on the table, was negatived. 

Mr. Hawkins moved an indefinite postpone- 
ment of the whole subject, on the general and 
very obvious ground of the injustice of members 
of Congress discriminating between themselves 
and other public creditors, who have at least 
equally high claims on the Government. 

Several unsuccessful motions were made to get 
rid of this question, by proceeding to the orders of 
the day, or laying it on the table. The question 
on indefinite postponement, was at length de- 
cided by yeas and nays—for the postponement 82, 
against it 50, as follows: , 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Av- 
ery, Barbour, Bard, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Caperton, 
Calhoun, Cannon, Clopton, Comstock, Cox, Crawford, 
Creighton, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, 
Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of New York, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gour- 
din, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Ma- 
ryland, Kerr, Lefferts, Lewis, Lovett, Lowndes, Lyle, 
Macon, McCoy, McKee, McKim, McLean, Montgom- 
ery, Moore, Newton, Ormsby, Pearson, Piper, Pleas- 
ants, Rhea of Pensylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, 
Ridgely, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, 
Telfair, Troup, Udree, Ward of New Jersey, Wil- 
liams, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, Champion, Cooper, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Fisk of Vermont, Gaston, 
Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hale, Hasbrouck, Hender- 
son, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Hulbert, Kent 
of New York, King of Massachusetts, Moseley, Nelson, 
Oakley, Parker, Pickering, Potter, John Reed, Wil- 
liam Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sherwood, Slayma- 
ker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stuart, Sturges, 
Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter, Wood, and Wright. 

So the resolve was indefinitely postponed. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill declaratory of the powers of the Legislature 
of the Territory of Illinois. And debate arising 
on the amendment proposed by Mr. McLean, on 
the 21st instant, the House adjourned. 





Fripay, February 24. 

The House proceeded to reconsider their disa- 
greement to the filth amendment proposed by the 
Senate to the bill “to amend the act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, and 
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to provide for res and collecting the same ;” 

the act “to provide additional revenues for 
defraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a duty on house- 
hold furniture, and on gold and silver watches.” 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House insist on their disa- 
greement to the said fifth amendment, and ask a 
conference with the Senate upon the subject- 
matter thereof. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Erres, Lownpes, and 
Oax ey, be the managers at the said conference 
on the part of this House. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill “to authorize the President to raise certain 
companies of rangers for the defence of the fron- 
tiers of the United States, and to repeal certain 
acts now in force for that purpose,” were read, 
and, together with the bill, ordered to lie on the 


e. 

The bill from the Senate “further supplemen- 
tary to an act, entitled ‘An act providing for the 
indemnification of certain claimants of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory,’” was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 


ole. 

The bill from the Senate, “to repeal so much 
of the several acts imposing duties on the tonnage 
of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, as 
imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage between 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, 
and between goods imported into the United 
States in foreign vessels and vessels of the United 
States,” was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The bill from the Senate, “to provide a library 
room, and for transporting the library lately pur- 
chased,” was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

The bill from the Senate, “to repeal certain 
acts concerning the flotilla service, and for other 
purposes,” was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Trovr, from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in re- 
gard to the resolution of Congress expressive of 
their sense of General Jackson’s great achieve- 
ment, made a report, recommending a modifica- 
tion thereof, which was agreed to on the part of 
this House. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the committee 
to whom was referred Mr. CuLrerer’s motion 
for a thanksgiving day, reported the same with 
amendments; which having been agreed to, the 
resolution as amended was ordered to a third 
reading. 


TAX COLLECTORS. 


Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to whom was recommitted 
the engrossed bilf to fix the compensations and 
increase the responsibility of the collectors of the 
direct tax and internal duties, and for other pur- 
poses connected with the collection thereof, re- 
ported the same with amendments ; which were 
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read, and the first thereof was concurred in by 
the House. 

The question was then taken to concur in the 
second amendment, which proposes to strike out 
the following words contained in the 8th section 
of the bill, to wit: 

“ And it shall further be the duty of the said collec. 
tors, by themselves, or their deputies, to attend at the 
court-house of each of the counties or districts com. 
posing their respective collection districts, on the first 
and second days of each term of the court of the county 
or common pleas in said county or district, if the court 
continue in session so long.” 


And passed in the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 
49, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barbour, Bard, Bigelow, Bines, Bowen, Boyd, Brad- 
bury, Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Comstock, Condict, 
Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Desha, Duvall, Ely, Eppes, Findley, Fisk 
of New York, Forsyth, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Has- 
brouck, Hopkins of Kentucky, Humphreys, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, Jackson of Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Law, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, 
McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Moseley, Newton, 
Ormsby, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, William Reed, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, 
Roane, Sage, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of 
Virginia, Strong, Sturges, Taggart, T’'annehill, Taylor, 
Telfair, ‘Troup, Udree, Wheaton, Williams, Wilson o/ 
Massachusetts, Winter, and Wright. 

Nars—Messrs. Brigham, Caperton, Cannon, Cham- 
was Clopton, Cooper, Culpeper, Farrow, Fisk of 

ermont, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, Hawes, Henderson, Hubbard, 
Hungerford, Hulbert, Irwin, Kennedy, Kent of New 
York, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Lovett, Macon, 
Markell, Montgomery, Nelson, Pickens, Pleasants, 
Ruggles, Schureman, Sevier, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slay- 
maker, Stanford, Stockton, Stuart, Thompson, Vose, 
Ward of Massachusetts, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Yancey. 


Ordered, That the said bill be re-engrossed, 
and read the third time to-morrow. 


RELATIONS WITH ALGIERS. 


The following report, yesterday transmitted to 
the House by the Presipenrr or tae Unirtep 
STATES, was read: 

Department or Strats, Fed. 20, 1815. 

The acting Secre 
the resolution of the 





of State, to whom was referred | 
ouse of Representatives of the | 


15th instant, requesting the President of the United | 
States to cause to be laid before that House such in- | 


formation as he shall deem necessary to be communi- 
cated, touching the state of relations existing between 
the United States and the Barbary Powers, has the 
honor to state, that, according to the latest accounts 
from Morocco, Tunis, and Tripoli, our relations with 
those Powers remained upon their former footing ; no 
is there any particular reason to believe that any change 
has since taken place. 

It will appear, by the documents accompanying the 
Message of the President to Congress on the 17th No- 
vember, 1812, that the Dey of Algiers had, violently 
and without just cause, obliged the Consul of the Uni- 
ted States, and all American citizens then in Algiers, 
to leave that place in a manner highly offensive to their 
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country and injurious to themselves, and in violation 
of the treaty then subsisting between the two nations. 
It appears, moreover, that he exacted from the Consul, 
under pain of immediate imprisonment, a large sum of 
money, to which he had no claim but what originated 
in his own injustice. 
These ge violence and outrage have been fol- 
lowed by the capture of at least one American vessel, 
and by the seizure of an American citizen on board a 
neutral vessel. The unfortunate persons thus captured, 
are yet held in captivity, with the exception of two of 
them, who have been ransomed. Every effort to ob- 
tain the release of the others has proved abortive; and 
there is some reason to believe that they are held by 
the Dey as a means by which he calculates to extort 
from the United States a degrading treaty. 
JAMES MONROE. 

The galleries were then cleared, and the doors 
of the House closed, and so remained until near 
five o’clock, when the House adjourned. 





Sarourpay, February 25. 


Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to authorize a loan for a 
sum not exceeding ——— dollars; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Eppes also reported a bill to prohibit the 
exportation of specie, gold or silver coins, or bul- 
lion; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas B. Farish ; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Yancey, the Committee of 
Claims were discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of William Thornton, and 
it was referred to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Peasants, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the purchase 
of the vessels captured on Lake Champlain; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. Pieasants, also from the Naval Commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the bill for repealing 
certain acts relative to the flotilla service, reported 
an amendment thereto, the object of which was 
to authorize the President to cause to be sold such 
of the guaboats now in service as he shall deem 
it unnecessary to retain. And this amendment 
being agreed to, the bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, and was accordingly subsequently read 
a third time, passed, and the concurrence of the 
Senate desired in the amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Newron, 

Ordered, That the digest of the manufactures 
of the United States, made in pursuance of an 
order of this House, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, be distributed amongst 
the members of the House of Representatives and 
of the Senate of the United States, and Executive 
authorities of the States and Territories, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill from this 
House, entitled “An act to amend and extend the 
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provisions of the act of the 16th of April, 1814, 
entitled ‘An act confirming certain claims to land 
in the Illinois Territory, and providing for their 
location,’” with amendments. The amendments 
were read, and concurred in by the House. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill declaratory of the powers of the Legislature 
of the Territory of Illinois; and the amendment 
proposed by Mr. McLean, on the 21st instant, was 
concurred in by the House, and the bill ordered 
to be engrossed, and read a third time on Monday 
next. 

An engrossed bill to fix the compensations and 
increase the responsibility of the collectors of 
the direct tax and internal duties, and for other 
purposes, connected with the collection thereof, 
was read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed resolution for the appointment 
of a joint committee to wait upon the President 
and request that he recommend a day of thanks- 
giving to Almighty God for his goodness in re- 
storing to these United States the blessings of 
peace, was read the third time and passed. . 

The bill from the Senate, “ to repeal certain 
acts concerning the flotilla service, and for other 
purposes,” was read the third time, as amended, 
and passed. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States recommending the navigation 
of American vessels exclusively by American 
seamen, either natives, or such as are already 
naturalized.— Referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, offered for considera- 
tion the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency, of providing by law, for the meet- 
ing of the next Congress. 

Mr. F. said, he was not prepared to say that it 
Was necessary to pass such a law; but he was 
prepared to say that the state of the nation was 
such as to make it expedient to inquire into the 
subject, and ascertain whether an extra session 
might not be necessary, or, if not, at an earlier 
session than will take place otherwise. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate unanimously agree to the amend- 
ment to the resolution “expressive of the thanks 
of Congress to Major General Jackson, and the 
troops under his command, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in the defence of New Or- 
leans,” modified agreeably to the report of the 
committee of conference. They agree to the 
conference upon the disagreeing vote of the two 
Houses upon the subject-matter of the fifth 
amendment to the bill “to amend the act, enti- 
tled “An act to provide additional revenue for 
defraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a direct tax 
upon the United States, and to provide for assess- 
ing and collecting the same,” and the act, enti- 
tled “ An act to provide additional revenues for 
defraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying duties on house- 
hold furniture and on gold and silver watehes ;” 
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to which conference they have appointed mana- 

ers on their part. They have passed the bill 
hl the House, entitled “An act to alter and 
establish post roads,” with amendments. And 
they have passed bills of the following titles: 
“An act ma ing further provision for completing 
the public buildings at West Point, for the ac- 
commodation of the Military Academy ;” and 
“An act to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the act, entitled ‘An act for establishing trading 
houses with the Indian tribes ;” in which amend- 
ments and bills they ask the concurrence of this 
House. 


PROTECTION TO MANUFACTURES. 


Mr. Seyzert presented a petition of sundry 
manufacturers residing in the city and county of 
Philadelphia, and State of Pennsylvania, praying 
for the adoption of such measures as will afford 
to the manufacturers of the country that protec- 
tion and support necessary to bring them to ma- 
turity—The memorial is as follows: 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States in Congress met, the 
memorial of the manufacturers of the city and county 
of Philadelphia respectfully showeth : 


That your memorialists, while filled with joy and 
exultation for the inestimable blessing of honorable 
peace to their country, cannot divest themselves of 
anxiety and dread for the fate of the infant manufac- 
tures, whose existence and prosperity are unquestion- 
ably of vital importance to the whole community. 
That, trusting to Providence, to the wisdom and pro- 
tection of your honorable body, and to their own in- 
dustry, they look forward, with hope, to the permanent 
establishment of such manufactures as shall render the 
United States independent on foreign nations for the 
necessaries and comforts of life. 

That, confiding implicitly in the wisdom and patri- 
otism of your honorable body, your memorialists will 
not presume to suggest any particular measure, but 
will content themselves with observing, that every 
civilized nation has thought proper, by legislative acts, 
to afford to the industry of their respective countries 
that protection and support necessary to bring forth to 
maturity the establishment of manufactures necessary 
to their existence and prosperity. The intimate con- 
nexion of the agricultural with the manufacturing in- 
terest, and the extreme importance of a competent 
supply, in times of war, for the Army and Navy of the 
United States, without dependence on foreign aid, will 
be so obvious to your honorable body as to require no 
comment on the part of your memorialists. 

But your memorialists respectfully beg leave to call 
the attention of your honorable body to the existence 
and correction of an abuse, which is, at the same time, 
destructive of the revenues of the United States, highly 
injurious to the honest merchant, and, if persisted in, 
will render entirely useless any law enacting protecting 
duties. This abuse is the introduction, through the 
custom-houses of our country, of merchandise subject 
to ad valorem duties, at from one-fourth to one-half of 
their value. This enormity, practised in various shapes, 
cannot be checked by any provision of the present rev- 
enue laws, and it is to the wisdom of your honorable 
body, alone, that your memorialists and the country 
can look for a competent remedy. This remedy may 
probably be found in the substitution of specific for ad 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Manufactures—Military Peace Establishment. 








1196 


Fesrvary 1815. 


ee 














valorem duties, or in the establishment of a board, at 
each custom-house, possessing the requisite power; 
which board might be composed of the collector and 
naval officer, and one respectable competent individual 
capable of deciding on the value of merchandise im- 
ported. The extraordinary expense to be borne by the 
merchandise imported. 

Your memorialists respectfully add, that, in making 
the above suggestion, they resign themselves, with per- 
fect confidence, to the better judgment of your honor- 
able body. And for the welfare of your honorable body 
your memorialists will ever a ray. 

THOMAS GIL IN , and others. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 

of Ways and Means, 


PROTESTED BILLS OF EXCHANGE. 


Mr. Hawkins moved the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means, 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of refund- 
ing to individuals the amount of damages, or loss of 
interest sustained in consequence of the protest of 
any bills of exchange, drawn on the Government by 
any individuals, within the last last twelve months. 

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. McKim, for facts 
on which this motion was predicated— 

Mr. Hawkins stated, that there had been a 
few instances in which individuals had procured 
bills of exchange on the Government, and, in 
consequence of inability to pay them, had been 
compelled to pay damages thereon. There was 
only one case within his own knowledge, and that 
was one in which an individual had paid fora 
draft on the Government $14,000, which draft 
had been sold by him to the Bank of Kentucky, 
by it to the Bank of Pennsylvania, by whom, 
through the Bank of Washington, it had been 
presented to the Government, protested for want 
of funds, and returned. The laws of Kentucky 
authorizing ten per cent. damages on protested 
bills, paid over to third persons, that allowance 
had been claimed by the banks, and the individuals 
compelled to pay it. The bill had since been 
presented by him (Mr. Hawkins) to the Treasu- 
ry, and paid in Treasury notes, on which the per- 
son before named was compelled to pay six and 
a half per cent. discount. 

Mr. Farrow opposed the motion at some 
length, and moved to amend it by adding to the 
end thereof, the following words: “And also 
‘Treasury notes which have been paid by the 
‘Government to fair creditors, and necessarily 
‘sold by said creditors at a discount.” 

This amendment, after some conversation, hay- 
ing been agreed to by a small majority— 

On motion of Mr. Hawkins, the motion as 
amended was ordered to lie on the table. 


MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole: 
on the bill for fixing the Military Peace Estab- 
lishment; and the first section of the bill having 
been read, which proposes to fix it at ten thou- 
sand men— 

Mr. Troop said the Military Establishment had 
just been perfected—the Army had just been 
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made one of the finest in the world, when it be- 
came necessary to reduce it. It was the less to be 
regretted, however, as the cause of it was a sub- 
ject of sincere and universal congratulation—it 
was proper to reduce the Army. The only ques- 
tions for the House were, Ist. The extent of the 
reduction. 2dly. The mode of reduction. | 
With respect to the first, (the extent of reduc- 
tion) he presumed that three objects ought to 
claim the attention of the House. Ist. The se- 
curity of the country; 2dly. The interest of the 
country ; and 3dly. The just claims of the Army. 
In considering the security of the country, it 
was only necessary to advert to the actual state 
of the country. The war had this moment ter- 
minated and left us surrounded with the fleets and 
armies—the formidable fleets and armies of our 
late enemy. What security had we that those 
fleets and armies would be withdrawn? At least 
we had no other security than the good faith of 
the nation with whom we had concluded the 
peace. Admitting that faith to be what it ought 
to be, he submitted with much deference to the 
House, whether the security of any country ought 
to be made to depend upon the good faith of any 
other country. He presumed that a respectable 
military force would be a much safer depen- 
dence. So said the policy and practice of all 
civilized nations—so said the policy and practice 
of all the nations of Europe. There the practice 
was to disband or withdraw pari passu—the one | 
Power withdrawing as the other withdrew—the | 
one Power reducing as the other reduced. He 
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there was an interest distinct and independent ; 
it was that which would look with a steady eye 
to what were considered great and important 
rights and principles, not settled by the treaty of 
peace. The treaty of peace was a treaty of peace 
merely—it was properly such—it proposed little 
more than to putan end to the war. uch more 
remained to be settled ; rights, principles and in- 
terests, considered essential to the prosperity of 
commerce, navigation and fisheries, remained to 
be settled. ‘This was to be done in the only way 
in which it ought to be done—by a treaty of com- 
merce. Nations negotiate with more weight and 
influence with arms in their hands than without 
them, and a large army would carry into a nego- 
tiation more weight and influence than a small 
one ; he submitted therefore to the House, whe- 
ther a great and sudden reduction of the Army 
would not prejudice those rights and interests, 
and whether the interest of the United States did 
not, on this account, require for the present the 
exhibition of a respectable military force. 

But, 3dly. The just claimsofthe Army. Whe- 
ther the reduction were great or small, instanta- 
neous or eventual, the just claims of the Army 
could not fail to bea subject of consideration with 
the House. By the just claims of the Army he 
did not mean to be understood as speaking of ab- 
solute right on the one side and correspondent ab- 
solute obligation on the other ; all he meant was, 
a just and equitable claim to liberal provision 
from the generosity of the Legislature. The offi- 
cers and soldiers to be disbanded were entitled to 














did not know an instance in European history | a liberal provision, not because they had embark- 
of two nations terminating a war by an honora- | ed in the regular service—not because they had 
ble peace, where the one instantaneously reduced | exposed their lives in defence of their country— 
its military forcetoa Peace Establishment, leaving | not because very many of them had been wounded 


the other to maintain its force on a War Estab- | 
lishment upon its frontier. Such, however, would 
be precisely our case if we determined on a sud- 
den and great reduction of the army. 

The treaty of peace had stipulated the surren- 
der of posts and the restoration of certain prop- 
erty—both were important, and yet what security 








and disabled—not because very many of them 
had fallen, leaving their wives and children de- 
pendent on the charities of the world—not be- 
cause these brave men were still willing further 
to expose their lives—not because their skill and 
valor had greatly contributed to the restoration 
of the blessings of peace—not for all these—but 





had we that either stipulation would be fulfilled | because they had entered into the service for years, 
if we suddenly stripped ourselves of our military | perhaps forever ; abandoning the pursuits of civil 
power? We would have no reliance left but on / life by which they subsisted and betaking them- 
the good faith of our late enemy. If the posts | selves to arms asa profession. This profession 
were not surrendered or the property restored, he | was not by their own act, but by the act of Gov- 


presumed we would begin to reorganize and 
restore our Army; he thought it therefore more 
wise and more prudent, on the ground of security, 
to make our reduction moderate, limited, and 
gradual. 

But, 2dly. The interest of the country. The 
interest of the country, in one sense of the word, 
required not merely the reduction but the annihila- 
tion of the Army. It was the interest of the coun- 
try to relieve the Government and country from 
the burden of the whole military expense; but 
this could only be done by the entire destruction 
of the military force. Why, therefore, was it 
not proposed to put down the Army altogether ? 
Only because the security of the country forbade 
it. Here, then, was a consideration of interest 
connected with the consideration of security. But 


ernment suddenly and unexpectedly taken from 
them, and they were turned upon the world with- 
out occupation, many of them penniless and in 
debt. It was right, it was just, that a provision 
should be made which would enable them to sub- 
sist until they could find employment, it was the 
more so in a country where there was no pension 
list, no hotel of invalids; it was on this principle 
that all Governments had made liberal and gen- 
erous provision for disbanded officers ; it was on 
this principle that the Old Congress had made 
provision for the disbanded officers of the Revo- 
lution. The provision proposed was far from a lib- 
eral provision, but it was better than nothing; it 
was a provision in land and not in money ; because 
it was believed to be more convenient to the Gov- 
ernment to give land than money. He hoped 
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that the House would never think of disbanding 
the Army without making some provision. 
Secondly. The mode of reduction. There were 


three modes of reducing the Army ; the first was, 
by retaining in service all the regiments, reducing 
both officers and men—the skeletons of regiments 
being preserved, it would only be necessary on any 
emergency compelling @ resort to arms, to fill up 
and supply; the second mode was, by reducing 
the number of regiments one-half or one-third, 
and reducing at the same time both officers and 
men of each regiment, but so reducing the officers 
as to retain a sufficient number of field, and com- 
pany, and staff officers to enable the Government 
on the recurrence of war todouble the number of 
regiments, giving toeach regiment an experienced 
officer of the various grades ; the third mode was, 
the consolidation and reduction proposed by the 
bill, the effect of which was, to reduce the Army 
to the old Peace Establishment. It was hoped 
that the House would consider the reduction to 
ten thousand as the lowest possible reduction ; it 
would reduce the expense of the Military Estab- 
lishment to a mere trifle compared with the war 
expenditure. He would give the estimate, which 
would show that the annual expense would be less 
than three millions: 
10,000 men, at $200 each - - - $2,000,000 
2 major generals and aids - - 
4 brigadier generals and aids 
8 colonels - - - 
14 lieutenant colonels : 
128 captains = - - : 
128 first lieutenants - - 
128 second lieutenants - 
48 third lieutenants (artillery,) 
128 ensigns . - + 


12,900 
14,500 
13,000 
20,008 
84,000 
78,000 
70,000 
23,600 
60,764 


2,376,764 

Seaff - - BS Vs RAC BAe 
ence le ariel cidade a Mine 
Medicine and hospital stores - - - 
Quartermaster’s stores, fuel, stationery, 
straw, and transportation - - - 


100,000 
60,000 
30,000 


100,000 


$2,666,764 

Making an aggregate expense of two millions 
six hundred thousand dollars, Theactual expen- 
diture would, he was convinced, fall short of the 
estimate; the war cost of a soldier, completely 
equipped and furnished, was three hundred and 
eight dollars per annum; the peace cost was only 
one hundred and ninety dollars per annum, but 
he had set it down at two hundred dollars per 
man; besides, the estimate supposed that the corps 
would always be full, which would seldom or 
never happen, and the quantity of camp equipage, 
hospital stores, and quastermaster’s stores on hand, 
would, for the first year or two, make a considera- 
ble deduction from those items. With these ob- 
servations he would submit the subject for the 
decision of the House. 

Mr. PickeR1NG, said, he should be glad to know 
how this force was to be disposed of; where it 
Was to be stationed, and how employed. He 
should be glad to hear the reasons why so large 
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a number of men were to be employed, as, he 
said, the reasons in favor of so large a force had 
not been such as to satisfy him. If any detailed 
statement on these poiuts were afforded, he said, 
the House would be better able to judge of the 
propriety of the course proposed. 

Mr. Troup said, the committee had no such 
detailed statement; but, there could be no doubt 
the troops would be stationed at the various posts 
and garrisons in the United States, and wherever 
their services would appear to be best applied. 

Mr. Desua said, duty impelled him to make a 
motion to try the sense of the Committee, as to 
the number of the Army necessary to be kept u 
for a Peace Establishment. Although he had 
always been in favor of the greatest number pro- 
posed in time of war, because he thought it pru- 
dent to relieve the militia from being harassed 
by draughts, yet he was not in favor of a large 
Peace Burabilehinene. He therefore moved to 
strike out the word ten and insert siz. He be- 
lieved six thousand to be sufficient for all purposes 
in time of peace; we have no use for a regular 
army in time of peace, but for the purpose of keep- 
ing up the frontier garrisons, and to take care of 
the arms, &c.—then how many garrisons will it 
be necessary to keep up? not exceeding twenty- 
five or thirty. Indeed he believed thirty to be 
the extent of the number we have, and will not 
one hundred be sufficient, on an average, to each 
garrison? He said some would require perhaps 
more thana hundred, but others would not require 
more than twenty-five or thirty men—then sup- 

ing the average to be one hundred and the num- 

er of garrisons thirty, which will be the extent, 
you will require but three thousand for garrison 
purpose; then, admitting the amendment succeeds, 
you will have three thousand to go on, supposing 
the number always to be complete, but which is 
not tobe presumed. Then where is the necessity 
of keeping up ten thousand? Gentlemen tell 
you it is necessary as a security against imposi- 
tion from foreign Powers. Mr. D. said we have 
a better security than ten, or even fifty, thousand 
regulars. The yeomanry of the country is the 
great security; and circumstances have proven in 
this war that the militia and volunteers of the 
country, when well officered and managed, are 
able for the best veteran troops of Britain, which 
is, I confess, a subject of pride, because it proves 
that there is no necessity of keeping up a large 
standing army in time of peace. He said the peo- 
ple had suffered privations of every description 
since the declaration of war, and would have 
borne as much more if it had been necessary. 
They have acted generally worthy of freemen. 
But if all the taxes are to be rivetted on them for 
the purpose of keeping up large standing armies 
in time of peace, what have they gained by their 
patriotic exertions? Very little but the satisfac- 
tion of having decently drubbed the enemy in 
many instances. We have gotten through the 
war—peace is concluded—the first consideration 
in my estimation is to curtail our expenses, and 
by which ameliorate the condition of the people. 
Itis proven that the militia of the country are 
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eat all times at least of defensive opera- 
os uently will not be willing to pay 
heavy taxes, for the purpose of keeping large stand- 
ing armies. We have boasted that a well organ- 
ized militia was the bulwark of our liberty, and 
recent circumstances have proved it to be a fact; 
then where is the necessity of going into a mea- 
sure that is inconsistent with the nature of our 
Government? But it is:said that ten thousand 
regular forces are necessary to keep the hostile 
Indians of the West in check. Mr. D. said regu- 
lars were not the kind of force the best adapted 
to Indian warfare; the Western riflemen were 
the best calculated to chastise the insolence of 
the Indians. There will be no difficulty, if it be- 
comes necessary, to obtain a sufficiency of volun- 
teer riflemen from the West to keep the Indians 


Indians are afraid of ; they care very little for your 
regular musketry. But it is said to be impru- 
dent to reduce the regular Army much till the 
British give up our garrisons. Sir, we have pos- 
session of, and have garrisons on their territory ; 
we have also possession of two of the lakes. It 
is presumed that the garrisons on each side will 
be given up simultaneously. He said he believed 
there was no danger but they would give up the 
garrisons and be glad to be off so. They will not 
run the risk of having their veteran troops again 
chastised by the militia. Mr. D. said, the best 
security was, that the enemy know that we have 
nearly a million of militia, composed of the yeo- 
manry of the country, whoare willing at all times 
to protect their rights as becomes freemen. 

Mr. Wriaar said he hoped that the motion of 
his friend from Kentucky would not obtain. To 
reduce the Army at this time to six thousand, 
said he, appears to me to be premature, while 
the forces of Great Britain are yet in our neigh- 
borhood, and hovering on our coast. I think it 
should not be reduced to Jess than ten thousand, 
the number reported by the committee, and in- 
deed, sir, a larger number would meet my appro- 
bation. It will be recollected, that there are sev- 
eral executory articles, the delivery of posts, &c., 
and in this posture of our affairs we ought to 
move with caution. The Kings and Emperors of 
Europe, it will be recollected, are now at Vienna 
distributing the spoils of their confederation, the 
petty dominions of the Continent, and may not 
do it so as to effect a general peace. They too 
have yet large armies. We ought not to forget 
the Treaty of Amiens, and the immediate breach 
of it, although I have little doubt of the sincerity 
of Great Britain in the peace, and hope it may 
be permanent. But, had she been insincere at the 
time, I am confident that the disaster her troops 
have sustained at New Orleans would be a per- 
fect panacea of her war spirit against the United 
States. I hope my friend will withdraw his mo- 
tion, upon its being considered that ten thousand 
men was the Peace Establishment in 1808, and 
then met the approbation of Congress, and that 
the Administration at this time have advised a 
much larger number. The Indians may not feel 
disposed to be at peace with us, although I have 
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the strongest grounds to hope they will, as I have 
always believed that they were pressed into the 
war by the British, and that, as they were now at 
peace with us, they would cease their excitements 
of the Indians to hostility against us, and that the 
effect will cease with the cause. 


Mr. Desua declined withdrawing his motion. 
Mr. Suarp said, he should have been gratified 


had the Military Committee given the House 
some statement of what number of troops would 
be necessary to keep up the garrisons at the dif- 
ferent posts, 
ber estimated by the Executive, as necessary for 
that purpose. 
sary for that purpose, he would vote them; but 
he was unwillin 
other purpose. For the purposes of war a stand- 
i . the kind of force that the | in 

in,cbech.., Lan Or? Paes Establishment, five thousand were enough. 
The way to support the military character, and to 
propagate and preserve military science, he con- 
ceived, was by a liberal establishment of military 
schools, &e. 
old army, the officers of which had generally 
been so long in service, had, he said, made no 
considerable figure during the late war; its offi- 
cers had been generally eclipsed by those of 
later appointment. 
tablishment were by their habits fitted to com- 
mand on garrison duty, but were frequently mere 
drones ; it was in times of exigency, that talents 
and intrepidity were called to the standard of their 
country, and not ia time of 
was so little in the military life attractive toa 
man of spirit and enterprise. Mr. S. said, unless 
it should be proved tohim, that ten thousand men 
were necessary for garrison duty, he should vote 
in favor of five thousand, which he believed to be 
sufficient. In time of peace, he believed no gen- 
tleman would employ our soldiers in opening 
roads, or making canals, as the Romans did theirs ; 


He should like to know the num- 
If ten thousand men were neces- 
to vote a single man for any 


army of ten thousand men was nothing—for 


Education makes soldiers. Our 


The officers of a Peace Es- 


ace, when there 


they could therefore perform no labor or service, 
unless it was in building forts, repairing gi rrisons, 


or mere military parade. As to what might be the 
disposition of our late enemy, five, ten or fifteen 


thousand men more or less would not put us ina 
better situation to enforce our rights in the nego- 
tiation of a treaty of commerce, than we are now 
in. A deeided course on the part of those who 
administer the Government, a proper use of their 
resources of men aad money, would put them in 
a very short time in a condition to wage war, ifit 
ever again became necessary, and would secure 
them the respect of those Powers disposed to invade 
our rights. Meanwhile, as things now stand, we 
ought to curtail our expenses, and husband our 
resources. This is a Government of the people, 
and, to carry them with you, the burdens you im- 
pose on them should be made as light as possible. 
Mr. S. said he felt as much as any one the value 
of the services rendered by ourarmy ; headmired 
as much as any one the brilliant achievements 
by the talents of our officers and the bravery of 
the soldiers. That character had been principally 
acquired since the commencement of the war, 
and was not to be supported by the extent of the 
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Peace Establishment beyond its necessary force, | To keep up an army of ten thousand men would, 


but rather by the establishment of proper mili- 
tary ee, institutions throughout the coun- 
t . 
has. Troup stated that the Military Committee 
had received from the War Department, yester- 
day, a communication, which, in its material 
parts, was a confidential communication, and im- 
oper to be exposed to the world at large, though 
it might without impropriety be read by every 
member of the House ; and, if the House thought 
it of sufficient importance to go into secret ses- 
sion on the subject, they might do so, and it could 
be read. The communication, he said, expressed 
in as decided terms as could be used, the opinion 
that a certain amount of military force ought to 
be retained. Mr. T. then quoted a part of the 
Message recommending the retention of twenty 
thousand men on the Military Establishment. 
Mr. Porrer said he hoped the motion now 
pending to reduce the Army to six thousand 
would prevail, and wished that the gentleman 
had moved to reduce the Army to two thousand 
men. ‘Ten thousand men, he said, were nothing 
for the purposes of war, but quite enough to gar- 
rison the posts on the seaboard during a time of 
ace. We did not want more for the latter ob- 
ject in peace than it seemed we had wanted in 
war; and, as regarded the State he represented, 
he wanted none of them. As to the points to be 
settled by a treaty of commerce, to-day was the 
first time he had ever heard it was necessary to 
keep up an army, to induce a nation to make a 
good bargain with you. We stand on equal 
ground in relation to a commercial treaty; and 
if Great Britain should not see fit to make one, 
he would not agree to fight her for it. Ifthe ob- 
jects for which we went to war are not attained, 
and, instead of settling them in a treaty of peace, 
they are reserved to quarrel about in a treaty of 
commerce, we have gone to war for nothing, and 
made peace in vain. He hoped and believed it | 
was the mutual interest of the two nations to be 
at peace, and to have a good commercial treaty. 
It had been said that twenty thousand men woul 
cost less than six millions. We have, Mr. P. 
said, talked so long about millions and millions, 
that we have almost lost all idea of the value of 
money. But, if the people, who are taxed to pay 
these six millions, were told it was only for the 
purpose of supporting a little standing army, they 
would think it a matter of some consequence. It 
was of more importance, Mr. P. said, to reduce 
the burdens on the people than to keep upasmall 
army for the purpose of continuing the present 
taxation on the people. This nation would have 
more influence with the British or any other na- 
tion, if it had plenty of money, without an army, 
than it would have if it were pressed for money 
and hada standing army. We had derived some 
experience from the war just closed, which had 
been begun without money and without men. 
The re-establishment of the credit of the nation 
would be of much more importance to the nation 
should it again be involved in war, than the sup- 
port of a standing army in the interval of peace. 


he said, be an useless and unnecessary expense, 

The question on reducing the number from ten 
to six thousand, was then taken and decided in 
the affirmative. 

One section of the bill, provides that “from 
and after the first day of April next, or as soon 
thereafter as circumstances may permit,” this act 
shall take effect, and the supernumerary officers 
and men be discharged. 

A motion was made to substitute for the above 
quoted words, the words “as soon as the necessa- 
ry arrangements can be made.” 

Mr. Lownpes opposed the motion. He sug- 
gested that it would be extremely imprudent to 
direct that as soon as the mere mechanical ar- 
rangements could be made, the whole army should 
be disbanded. It would be the first time, he be- 
lieved, any such arrangement had been made by 
a nation on the instant of a conclusion of a peace. 
Suppose any difficulty should occur in the evac- 
uation of the posts held by the late enemy on our 
territory—there is no man who would not say a 
discretion to retain the army in being in sucha 
case ought not to be left with the Executive. He 
would not wish the Government so imperiously 
bound by law, that, no matter what unexpected 
emergency might arise, it would be compelled to 
drop this foree from its hands. He therefore 
thought there was an obvious impropriety in the 
proposed amendment. 

The motion above stated was then withdrawn 
by the mover. 

Mr. Picxerine said, if this discretion was left 
in the bill, its provisions would be nearly nugato- 
ry. When will circumstances admit of disband- 
ing the Army, according to the ideas of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina? Something had 
been said of the unsettled state of Europe. But, 
suppose war to arise in Europe—shall we not 
thereby be more than ever secured against war 
on our shores? Surely no gentleman in the 
House could believe there was any danger of a 
renewal of the war we had just terminated ; and, 
if not, why not reduce the Army so soon as ar- 
rangements for that purpose can be made? If 
the latitude proposed be left, then the whole army 
may be retained in service for six months longer, 
or even until the next session of Congress. Why 
should the nation, burdened as it is with taxes, 
groaning under the weight of taxes necessary to 
pay the war debt, bestili further burdened by un- 
necessarily keeping this force in service ? 

Mr. P. Barsour said, as a member of the 
Military Committee, he had accorded in opinion 
with the report. All things considered, he had 
preferred the number of ten thousand men for 
the Peace Establishment. That number had 
been to-day reduced by the House. Mr. B. said 
he was as desigous as any one could be to curtail 
the expenses of the nation; and if he believed 
one thousand men sufficient for the Peace Estab- 
lishment, he would vote to reduce it to that num- 
ber; but in the present state of things, and in the 
actual situation of the country, the suggestion of 
the gentleman from South Carolina was entitled 
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to much weight. To leave a discretion with the 
Executive, may do the nation much good, and 
cannot do it much harm. Have we, said Mr. B., 
confidence in the Executive that he will do his 
duty; that he will, if the discretion be confided 
to him, do what is right? I have no hesitation 
in saying, he will. How then will the case stand ? 
On this obvious and correct ground: If the cir- 
cumstances of the country warrant the disband- 
ment, it will take place. If not, the reduction 
will not and ought not to take place. With re- 
ard to the European conflict, that, Mr. B. appre- 
Cated; the Executive would not take into the 
inquiry as to the expediency of disbanding the 
Army ; but, there were, by the treaty, posts mutu- 
ally to be restored. There was an army of the 
British Government now in Canada from twenty- 
five to thirty or thirty-five thousand strong, which 
he hoped would be withdrawn from our lines, as 
well as the blockading squadrons from our coast. 
He hoped that all the articles of the treaty would 
be faithfully executed on the part of the British 
Government, as he knew they would be on the 
part of the American. But we have had expe- 
rience on the conclusion of the former war, which 
teaches us that these expectations may be disap- 
pointed. We know that the posts on the frontier 
were not delivered up, and other articles were not 
complied with of a treaty entered into with as 
much solemnity as this; that, from 1783 to 1794, 
one of our posts was not delivered up. Mr. B. 
said, he was anxious to pare down the expenses 
of the Government to the least possible sum, 
compatible with the interest and security of the 
Government; but, in the present situation of the 
country, peace having terminated with a nation 
with whom we once before made a treaty, por- 
tions of which treaty (about which there eculd 
be no difficulty of construction) had not been 
complied with for from four to eleven years, there 
could not be any possible objection to vesting a 
discretionary power in the Executive in regard 
to a disbandment of the Army. On this simple 
proposition, truth and propriety were stamped on 
its face; if the situation of the country justifies 
disbandment, it will take place; if it does not, 
the Army will not, because it ought not to be dis- 
banded. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, having moved to 
amend the clause above stated, by striking out 
the words “from and after the first day of 
April’— 

Mr. Eppes said, he was certainly as much dis- 
posed as any other man to repose confidence in 
the present Executive; but he was unwilling 
to repose in any Executive a power to decide ab- 
solutely so important a question as that of the 
disbandment of an army. As the bill was re- 
ported, a fair limit was given to the diseretion of 
the Executive, by enacting that, as soon as prac- 
ticable after a given day, the Army should be dis- 
banded: but, were the amendment adopted, it 
would be left to the discretion of the Executive, 
whether the Army should be disbanded at all. 
Mr. E. said, it was that to which he objected. 
If the arguments of his colleague (Mr. Bargour) 
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were correct, we ought to keep up the Army for 
another year, because, before the late enemy gives 
up the territory in his possession, the boundary 
lines must be ascertained and run by commis- 
sioners. Mr. E. said, he was oppused to commit- 


ting the reduction of the Army entirely to the 
Executive, for very obvious reasons; because the 
House already knew what was the opinion of 
the Executive. A part of a paper had been read 
from that department of the Government, express- 
ing the opinion that we ought to keep up the 
skeleton of an army, consisting of twenty thou- 
sand men. Can the Executive then, consistently 
with the opinion that we ought to retain a force 
of twenty thousand men, reduce the Army to six 
thousand, if the matter be, as proposed, entirely 
submitted to his discretion? If the amendment 
does not prevail, the President will be compelled, 
on the first day of April next, unless some new 
circumstance occurs, to disband all the Army ex- 
cept six thousand men. Whilst upon this sub- 


ject, Mr. E. said, he would state to the Committee 


that he believed it of great importance that the 
Military Establishment should be confined within 
narrow limits. Whilst the war continued, he 
was as willing as any member to make every 
exertion to support the contest in which we were 
engaged. But the war having now terminated, 
gloriously as he thought to the American charac- 
ter, we ought at once to reduce our expenses as 
low as possible, consistently with the public in- 
terest, and to prepare to relieve the people from 
the burdens imposed upon them. If, during the 
present session, Congress did not reduce the Mil- 
itary Establishment within reasonable limits, the 
people would in vain look for a reduction or re- 
peal of the taxes in the next year. Nothing but 
an immediate reduction of the Army could in- 
sure that object. Every dollar for the support of 
the Military Naval Establishment, must, during 
the present year, be borrowed. To show the cor- 
rectness of this position, Mr. E. made the follow- 
ing statement: 


Receipts into the Treasury for the year 1815. 


From customs - - - $6,500,000 
Direct tax - - - - - - 2,500,000 

Internal duties, old and new, and post- 
age - - - - - - 8,000,000 
Sales on public lands - - - - 1,000,000 
Incidental receipts - - - - 200,000 
$18,200,000 


ee 


Expenditures for 1815. 
Civil list - - - - - - $1,949,285 54 
Interest and reimbursement of the old 
debt, unredeemed, which amounted 
on the 3lst December, 1814, to 39,- 
905,183 60 - - - - - 3,753,811 46 
Interest on the funded debt since the 
present war, on the 31st December, 
1814, amounted to $48,580,812  - 3,000,000 00 
Treasury notes falling due within the 
year 1814, and on the first January, 
1816 _- : : - - - 8,000,000 00 


$16,703,097 00 
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Which, taken from $18,200,000, the amount of 
the receipts, will leave the sum of $1,496,902, be- 
ing the surplus of the revenue after paying the 
civil list, the debt, and Treasury notes due in 1815 
and 1816—everything appropriated for the Army 
and Navy must of course in some form or other 
be borrowed. 

From this statement it appears that the whole 
receipts for the year 1815 exceed the expenditure 
for the civil list, and the payment of the debt, in- 
cluding the Treasury notes reimburseable during 
the present year, and on the first of January, 1816, 
by the sum of $1,496,902, which is not more than 
ought to be left in the Treasury. Everything, 
therefore, appropriated for the war and Navy must 
be borrowed. If the Army is reduced to ten thou- 
sand, the expenses, including the fortifications 
commenced, will probably amount to $4,600,000 ; 
to which add $2,000,000, a sum necessary for ad- 
vancing three months’ pay to the officers and sol- 
diers, and making the sum necessary for the 
Military Establishment during the present year, 
$6,600,000—and supposing the naval expendi- 
tures to be reduced one-half, viz: $4,000,000, 
there will be a saving on the military and naval 
expenditures of $2,000,000. The chairman of 
the Military Committee has, I think, estimated 
the expenditure of the Military department too 
sae oma hundred dollars per man is as low as 
it ever has been, even in the most favorable period 
of peace. Mr. E. said, he would have been satis- 
fied at the present moment, until our affairs were 
settled, to keep the old Peace Establishment, 
ten thousand. As, however, a majority had pro- 
nounced in favor of six thousand, he thought it 
would save $1,200,000, and afford additional se- 
curity for taking off the taxes at the next session 
of Congress. 

The revenue from commerce during 1816, will 
probably yield $16,000,000—and supposing the 
expenditures during that year to be the same for 
the civil list and the debt as during the present 
year, and that there will be reimbursed during that 
period $10,000,000 of Treasury notes, the expen- 
ditures for the next year will exceed the revenue 
from commerce, exclusive of the military and 
naval expenditure, by a sum of $2,000,000. This 
statement shows the necessity of an immediate 
reduction of our expenditures, unless we mean to 

rpetuate a system of taxes on the people. Mr. 

. said, he was decidedly in favor of reducing 
the expenditures within such limits as to enable 
us to take off the taxes during the next session of 
Congress. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, quoted the laws, 
passed in 1800, for disbanding the army then au- 
thorized by law, with a view to show, that 
although Congress then intended that Mr. Adams 
should discharge the army, the terrors of French 
invasion having subsided, yet they used the terms 
“authorize and empower.” which necessarily im- 
plied a discretion in the Executive. He did not 
intend, by his amendment, to enlarge that discre- 
tion; but if it were practicable to discharge 
some of the soldiers before the first of April, now 
at the places where they were recruited, and 





who, by the terms of their enlistment, were enti- 
tled to a discharge at the end of the war, he 
wished it might be done, as he could not see the 
necessity of marching them one or two hundred 
miles, at the public expense, to the places of ren- 
dezvous, there to ne them. He concurred 
entirely with his friend (Mr. Eppes) in the opin- 
ion, that there was no necessity for keeping up 
so large a Peace Establishment as the bill origi- 
nally contemplated. Gentlemen referred to the 
state of the world, to the force of the British on 
our borders, and to the unadjusted territorial and 
commercial claims of the United States and 
Great Britain, as affording an argument in favor 
of a larger number. No species of reasoning, he 
said, was more plausible or more fallacious ; it 
was the doctrine of those who favored large 
standing armies, and which had enslaved one- 
half of the world. If we kept up an army until 
the affairs of Europe were adjusted, he contended 
we would have a standing army rivetted upon us 
forever. They have not been settled for the last 
hundred years, and may not be for the hundred 
tocome. He had no idea of an armed neutrality; 
of maintaining an army during peace, as was the 

ractice, and perhaps the duty, of the continental 

tates, whose dominions were separated only by 
mathematical lines, or small rivers, over which 
bridges might easily be thrown. He thanked 
God no nation could bridge the Atlantic, to reach 
our shores. He would rather rely on the militia 
to repel sudden invasion than keep up a force 
enervated by the inactivity of a camp in time of 
peace—a moth on the public Treasury, eating 
out the substance of the people, and requiring the 
<r of heavy taxes. Six thousand men, he 

elieved to be as many as were necessary fora 
peace establishment; and while he would not, 
by a peremptory provision, require the President, 
without reference to circumstances, to disband 
the Army, neither would he keep up a large mili- 
tary force, to insure a due respect to our rights 
or interests, as likely to be affected by a treaty of 
commerce. Such a treaty, he remarked, is in its 
very nature a matter of contract—of reciprocal 
concession and advantage—and, he believed, we 
had more to give than to ask. On the basis of 
interest, therefore, we might rest that subject. 
It was true, the British force in our vicinity was 
considerable ; but he contended, that keeping up 
our own, and predicating that act upon the fact 
of their having a large force, would have the 
effect of retaining theirs for a longer period. 
For it might be retorted by them, if we will not 
confide in the good faith with which they ratified 
the treaty, neither will they confide in ours; that 
those who distrust the motives of others, gener- 
ally, are actuated by unworthy ones themselves, 
and therefore we are not to be trusted. 

Mr. J. said, he did believe there were not ten 
thousand men of the present army (perhaps not 
six thousand) whom the Government could re- 
tain by the terms of their enlistment beyond the 
time necessary for their regular discharge, they 
having been generally enlisted to serve during 
the war only; for, in proportion as the prospects 
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of peace brightened, the ranks of the Army had 
been filled, many men having enlisted as a mat- 
ter of speculation to obtain the bounties of land 
and money. Mr. J. said, however, as there was 
a difference of opinion as to the effect of the 
amendment, he would withdraw it; and he did so. 

On motion of Mr. Pearson, the word “there- 
after” was struck out of the clause above recited. 

Mr. Wricut moved to add cavalry to the 
quality of force proposed to be retained; which 
motion was opposed by Messrs. Troup and 
Srvart, and negatived. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, moved to amend the 
section enumerating the officers of each regiment, 
by inserting one lieutenant colonel and two ma- 
jors, in lieu of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, 
and one major; which motion was opposed by 
Mr. Troup, and negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, in consequence of 
the reduction of the amount of force proposed to 
be retained, the general officers were also reduced, 
from two major-generals and four brigadier gen- 
erals, to one major general and two brigadiers. 

Other discussion took place on amendments, 
some of which were adopted, and others nega- 
tived. 

The bill was reported to the House, and the 
House adjourned. 





Monpay, January 24. 


Mr. McKim and Mr. Hawes presented petitions 
from sundry distillers, praying for a diminution 
of the duty on spirits distilled, and an increase of 
the duty on distilled spirits imported; which 
were referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. Saarp reported without amendment the 
bill from the Senate for the relief of Bowie and 
Kurtz, and the bill was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. Yancey, the Committee of 
Claims were discharged from the further consid- 
eration of all the subjects which have been referred 
to them at the present session, yet unacted on. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyts, the Committee 
of Foreign Relations were discharged from the 
consideration of sundry papers which had been 
referred to them during the present session, which, 
in consequence of peace, they had thought it un- 
necessary to act on. 

The bill from the Senate making appropria- 
tions for completing the public building for the 
Military Academy at West Point, was twice read 
and committed. 

The bill from the Senate to continue in force 
for a limited time the bill to establish trading 
houses with the Indian tribes, was twice read and 
ordered to a third reading. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill “to alter and establish certain post roads,” 
were read, and concurred in by the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed “An act to provide for 
exploring the Chesapeake bay and its waters, for 
the purposes therein mentioned ;” “An act to pro- 


vide for the ascertaining and surveying of the 
boundary lines fixed by the treaty with the Creek 
Indians, and for other purposes ;” and “An act to 
repeal certaia acts therein mentioned ;” in which 
they ask the concurrence of this House. 
Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill “to place more effectually 
in the State Courts and District Courts of the 
United States the jurisdiction in the cases therein 
mentioned”—(in cases arising under the internal 
revenue laws)—which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 
Mr. Eppes, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate to repeal (in certain events) the dis- 
criminating duties now imposed on foreign ton- 
nage, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported into the United States, reported the same 
without amendment, and moved that it pass toa 
third reading. 
Mr. Seysert said this was q subject of great 
importance, in which his constituents, as much 
as any people of the United States, were interested ; 
that it came into the House at too late a period 
of the session to be fully discussed and maturely 
considered ; that, when heretofore the subject had 
been brought before the Congress, it had been 
opposed by petitions from various quarters, which 
| would not now appear, because no such measure 

was expected to have been agitated at this session. 
| He therefore moved that the bill be postponed 
| indefinitely. 

Mr. Eppes hoped this motion would not pre- 
vail. It was true, on former occasions, when 
this subject had been before the House, it had 
excited some sensibility among the merchants; 
but this was a very different proposition from any 
which had before been agitated. The bill pro- 
posed to take off these countervailing duties when 
other nations shall adopt corresponding regula- 
tions. For his part, Mr. E. said, he believed we 
were capable of building vessels as cheaply, per- 
haps more cheaply, than any country on earth, 
and such a regulation as was proposed, if recip- 
rocal, would prove highly advantageous to our 
navigation, &c. 

Mr. Seysert interrupted Mr. Erres by a with- 
drawal of his motion to postpone the bill, and it 
was, on motion of Mr. Eppes, committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 


MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
bill fixing the Military Peace Establishment of 
the United States. 

On the question to concur in reducing the force 
to be retained, from ten to six thousand men, 
there arose an animated and deeply interesting 
debate. 

Mr. Hopktns rose to oppose the proposed re- 
duction. We had just emerged from a war of 
no ordinary magnitude, characterized by many 
sanguinary scenes. If the word peace, written 
on a piece of paper, in its practical operation, was 
what its signification imports, he agreed that 
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wenn men would be quite enough for the Peace 
stablishment. But, if we take into view the 

nt situation of the nation, promising our- 
selves all the benefits which naturally spring 
from peace, iet us look into the circumstances 
which generally secure its continuance, and see 
whether, in so greatly reducing our Military Es- 
tablishment, we shall not be acting with a pre- 
cipitation we may hereafter be sorry for. The 
enemy, Mr. H. said, was yet all around us. A 
narrow strait only separates our lately hostile 
forces. You are about to disperse your force to 
their homes ; the late enemy eine his in exist- 
ence. We cannot expect to prescribe to those 
who have been our enemy what they shall keep 
on their own ground. But would it not be pre- 
mature in us to take the ground proposed and 
agreed to in Committee? Are the British now 
not in possession of some of our most important 
posts? Is there anything magical in the word 
peace to bind them in good faith to fulfil their 
engagement to deliver them up? What does the 
histery of former times inform us? In 1783, 
when the word peace was spoken, it was received 
with as much avidity, and as much relied upon 
as it is now; but not until 1793, were those who 
were hostile to us removed from our country, and 
not until a treaty upon the subject relieved us 
from them. West of your mountains, they re- 
tained some of our strongest posts. Look at the 
records and see the rivers of biood, and count the 
millions of dollars it cost you to drive the savages 
from your frontier who were fed and supported 
from those posts. Is the possession of Fort Erie 
nothing? Of Michilimackinac, the Gibraltar of 
America, nothing? Are our fleets and posts on 
the Lakes to be deserted, or left with only an hun- 
dred men each for their protection? When the 
British shall withdraw trom our posts; when 
they shall reduce their forces in our neighbor- 
hood ; if, when all this is done, our Peace Estab- 
lishment be too large, it can be reduced. It is 
always in the power of Congress to reduce it. If 
we do divest ourselves of all our force before we 
see this peace going into absolute effect, will it 
not be premature; will it not. in fact, be an invi- 
tation to aggression? There was another con- 
sideration of a more general nature opposed to 
this reductioa of the Army. What isa force of 
ten thousand men to this vast continent? Look 
at the belt which surrounds you by ocean and 
land, and answer how, with less than ten thou- 
sand men, even in time of profound tranquillity, 
we can garrison the necessary posts. His honor- 
able colleague had remarked, he said, that if the 
Indians were affronted, the Western riflemen 
woul® subdue them. ‘Though they can do so, 
their blood and the National treasure must first 
freely flow; for they are a brave enemy. Be- 
sides, they are fellow men; and Christianity 
teaches us to use the means to prevent their hus- 
tility, rather than to be obliged to punish it by 
extermination hereafter. Our Spanish neighbors, 


rs i ss 


strongest holds, and where they keep the strong. 
est military foree? Did they recollect the con- 
tiguity of Vera Cruz? That Kingdom, in a state 
of distraction at this moment, may eventually be. 
come hostile to the United States. Ought we 
not to graduate the Peace Establishment to events 
which might befall us in a year? The Creek In- 
dians, too, Mr. H. said, were yet sore with the 
beatings they had received. If the Spaniards 
were hostile, would they not command all that 
country? Would gentlemen, to guard against 
all these contingencies, and to meet them when 
they occurred, rely on taking their fellow-citizens 
from their farms and firesides to fight our battles, 
and disband men already in service, who would 
be very glad to remain in it? New Orleans itsel/ 
would require for its constant guard one-sixth of 
the whole force now proposed to be retained. 
Would gentlemen abandon Plaquemine; keep no 
force at Coquille? How long was it since a 
party of pirates lodged themselves in the sea 
islands, in the vicinity of Orleans, and committed 
enormities which men shudder to relate, until ex- 
pelled by our gallant tars? Mr. H. said he be- 
lieved the people would much rather agree to 
support an army commensurate to his wishes, 
than be subject to be harassed and troubled, 
called away from their fields and tiresides on 
every petty occasion. Our Western country, he 
said, would always be, for some years to come, in 
a state of trouble. Russia, he had heard it said, 
considered herself at peace, when there were not 
more than thirty or forty thousand men fighting 
on each side on her borders. So in our Western 
country, even in time of peace, the moment you 
enter a sparse settlement you are on _ hostile 
ground. Scatter your garrisons along Prairie du 
Chien, Michilimackinac, the key of the Lakes, 
and by the time you get to Platisburg, and have 
placed in safety and secured your invaluable 
stores in that direction, you will find your six 
thousand men dwindling into that sort of in- 
significance, that, if a foe you have, he will laugh 
in your face. Our force ought to be ten thousand 
at least. Common sense and common prudence, 
Mr. H. appeared to think, would place it much 
higher. Butas the bill had been reported for ten 
thousand, he would be contented with that, though 
he was sensible it was bad policy to reduce it so 
low. Let gentlemen, he said, lay to their hearts 
the considerations he had urged. When gentle- 
men objected to keeping up an adequate force, 
lest it should degenerate into a standing army, 
he begged them to reflect that they were creating 
a military host by resorting to militia, and that 
danger to our civil institutions was much more 
likely to arise from making every man in the 
country a soldier, than from keeping up an effi- 
cient Peace Establishment. Let us not, said he, 
by a kind of impetuous haste destroy the benefits 
we expect from a peace. It is because [ wish to 
see a peace efficient in all its parts, that I would 
keep up, at least until the next session of Con- 


Mr. H. demanded, were they to be entirely trusted | gress, an efficient military force. Our safety re- 


at thismoment? Did gentlemen recollect how 
distant from our shores was Havana, one of their 


ponene it, and prudence demands it of us. 


Mr. Forsytu said he was opposed to reducing 
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the military force to be retained to six thousand 
men; and was desirous of increasing it to at least 
fifteen thousand men. Time had been, he said, 
when the recommendations of the Executive of 
the United States, and persons to whom the Ex- 
ecutive offices were committed, had some weight 
in this House ; when the opinions of persons who 
had examined, in all their details, subjects on 
which they must be best informed, were consid- 
ered of some force and authority. I fear, sir, said 
Mr. F., this time is now passed. The President, 
in communicating to Congress the Treaty of 
Peace, called to their recollection the important 
question of the reduction of our expenditures, and 
accompanied it with important and rational re- 
marks, adverse to the policy of immediately and 
inconsiderately disarming ourselves. The Secreta- 
ry of War had also informed the House, through 
the Military Committee, that, in the present exi- 
gency, at least twenty thousand men ought to be 
retained in service. And yet, with this rational 
recommendation of the President of the United 
States, this recommendation of the officer presiding 
at the head of the War Department, a proposi- 
tion has prevailed toreduce the Army to six thou- 
sand men! He begged gentlemen to pause, and 
reflect whether this was an adequate military 
force. For what was it adequate? It was not 
sufficient to man our fortifications; it was scarcely 
sufficient to take care of the arms of the United 
States. He called the attention of the House to 
the variety of points necessary to be preserved in 
a state of defence from New Orleans to Maine; 
to the chain of posts in the West necessary to 
prevent Indian excitement. These alone would 
require more thansix thousand men. Were there 
not also other considerations which forbid the 
great reduction of the Army which was proposed ? 
What, Mr. F., asked, was our situation in regard 
to the European Powers? Are not our affairs 
with Spain wholly unsettled? The territory 
west of the Perdido was still a subject of dispute. 
With the knowledge we have of the character 
of the present King of Spain, would it be prudent 
to disband all our forces without knowing what 
were his sentiments in regard to that territory ? 
In regard to Great Britain, it is true we have a 
Treaty of Peace. But what isit? Nothing but 
a suspension of hostilities; it does not bind her 
for her future abstinence from practices which 
produced the war. Shall we believe, said he, that 
she will not, on the first moment, avail herself 
of the opportunity to repeat them? The only 
obligations on her on this subject are, the wounds 
her pride and interest have received during this 
contest. Even her wounded pride may stimu- 
late her to redeem the honor she has lost, by a 
renewal of hostility. Gentlemen may imagine, 
and unfortunately there are too many who do im- 
agine, that the justice of Great Britain is such as 
to induce her to observe with scrupulous fidelity 
the treaty which has been made. Make it her 
interest, and she will not violate it. Does not 
every gentleman recollect how our posts were 
held by her after the Treaty of 1783, and retained 
until it became her interest toreleasethem? An 
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honorable gentleman has said, too, that we hold 
British posts, and the delivery will be reciprocal. 
Bat, after we have disbanded our force, she may 
do in that respect as she pleases. Let us take into 
view another consideration, said Mr. F., the pub- 
lic sentiment in Great Britain after the news from 
New Orleans. The public expectation there will 
lave been on tiptoe; the Ministers full of hope 
and joy at the idea of having struck a blow which 
would be felt an hundred years thereafter. May 
we not calculate on some hostility from the deep 
mortification they will feel on hearing the reality ? 
It may drive the Minisiry to a renewal of hostili- 
ties against us; or it may drive them from their 
seats. And who will be their successors? Not 
the friends of peace with us; not those who will 
cultivate a good understanding with us; but the 
Cannings and the Castlereaghs; those who wish 
us punished for our ingratitude to Great Britain, 
for “assisting the great destroyer of Europe !” 
Mr. F. concluded by saying he hoped the reduc- 
tion to take place would at least be partial, not 
total, until these questions were settled, until we 
had not only a peace in name, but a peace in 
reality. 

Mr. Suerrey, repeating the observation of Mr. 
Forsytu, that the period in our history when 
Executive recommendations had influence had 
passed away, said he wished to God it had passed 
away, and that the time had arrived when such 
recommendations had no more influence than they 
merited ; for himself, Mr. S. said, he could not bend 
to Executive recommendations, what he believed 
the good of his constituents. When he looked at 
the calamities of the people, and the pressures 
upon them, he could not bend his opinion to that 
of the Executive to continue them. If the doc- 
trine of the gentleman was correct, instead of di- 
minishing, we ought to increase our Military Es- 
tablishment; he having given it as his opinion that 
the peace was but a truce, a suspension of hostil- 
ities, and that we ought to expect a renewal of 
the war. Had it not been acomplaint during the 
whole of the war that the whole of our military 
force was not adequate; and was there not now 
on the table a recommendation to draw out by 
force the free people of the country into the ranks 
of the regular army? If we are yet to expect 
war; if this be but a cessation of hostilities, one 
of two things follows: either that the recommen- 
dation on the table was preposterous, or we ought 
now to increase the Army. Instead of telling the 
people that their calamities have ceased, we must 
commence a system of vigor to obtain an army. 
Mr. S. said he did not believe six thousand men 
of our presentarmy would remain, after discharg- 
ing all those men who were enlisted during the 
war; and, if the establishment was fixed at ten 
thousand men, the recruiting officers might at 
Once be sent out to get men. He did not un- 
derstand the doctrines of the gentleman from 
Georgia, when he argued that Britain’s having 
been beaten would induce her to renew the war. 
If we have been thus successful in the contest, and 
she is thus smarting under the lash, we may rea- 
sonably expect some security, that some time will 
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elapse before she engages in a contest on such 
unequal terms. Nothing but folly worse than 
madness could induce her to engage in hostilities 
again. For his part, Mr. S. was for settling the 
Peace Establishment at six thousand men; if it 
were larger, the recruiting officers must be again 
set to work. Of this he had no idea, nor had the 
people. The time had arrived when these notions 
would not be borne, and must be abandoned. 

Mr. Fisx, of Vermont, said, he was not a little 
surprised to see the course taken by some gentle- 
men on this question. I[t had been well stated 
that the enemy was yet in our neighborhood, and 
was yet in possession of many of our posts. What 
Was now proposed? To reduce the Army to 
rather less than the last Peace Establishment. 
Experience ought to dictate a contrary course. 
Who could recollect the disasters of Harmar, the 
defeat of St. Clair, and not fear similar results of 
similar circumstances? Some of the best blood 
of the nation was spilt because we had nota force 
to awe the savages and compel the fulfilment of 
the treaty. Men change with times; there is 
nothing truer. Examine the Journals of 1805-6 
and we shall find sentiments very different from 
those now uttered from the Federal side of the 
House. It was then contended, and the Journals 
will show it, that our Military Establishment was 
too small, that ten thousand men would be too 
few fora time of perfect apparent peace. We 
shall find the votes of these gentlemen at that day 
to increase the Military Establishment. Now, it 
seems, with our posts multiplied, our frontier ex- 
tended, the powerful armies of a nation with whom 
we have just concluded a peace yet on our fron- 
tier, we are to reduce our Army to six thousand 
men. Have gentlemen become converts to the 
doctrine they once thought so hostile to the pub- 
lie interest? Would they agree to disarm the 
nation in the face of an enemy who holds some 
of our most important posts? He hoped not. 
He trusted we should at least keep up a force of 
ten thousand men for the present. The next 
Congress could reduce it, if the then state of 
things would authorize them to do so; if our posts 
were delivered up. When our late enemy reduces 
his army in our neighborhood, we may more 
safely do it. Do it now, and we shall invite 
another war with a nation whose pride is stung 
by her defeats, and encourage the hostility of 
another Government with whom we have a seri- 
ous dispute as to the boundary lines of our ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. Caunoun said, it appeared to him, that, on 
fixing the Military Peace Establishment, the 
House were acting rather in the dark, having be- 
fore them neither the estimates nor the facts on 
which they were founded. In determining the 
amount of the Military Establishment, he said, the 
House ought to take into view three objects, and 
graduate the force to be retained accordingly— 
the proper maintenance and garrison of our mili- 
tary posts and fortresses; the retention of so large 
a force as would keep alive military science, and 
serve as a seminary for that purpose; and the 
adaptation of our military force to the policy of 


the enemy in regard tothiscountry. As regarded 
either of these objects, it — to him the 
House was not in possession of information to en. 
able it toact understandingly. What force should 
be necessary to guard our seaports—to protect our 
northwestern and western frontiers from Indian 
hostility? Of this there was no estimate, but 
everythog was left to conjecture. As to the sec- 
ond point, practical military men ought to be con- 
sulted, whether it would be proper to keep upa 
military force to maintain military science. ‘I'he 
next question was the most important: Have we 
a sufficient knowledge of the force and policy of 
the enemy to authorize a reduction of our mili- 
tary force? He contended we had not. What 
would be the feelings of England on receiving 
intelligence of the late events, he did not know, 
Whether the soreness of her recent defeat would 
produce a disposition to remain at ce, or to 
retaliate, no gentleman could say. If there was 
any doubt on the subject, we ought to act with 
caution in reducing our Military Establishment. 
What course the enemy will pursue, we cannot 
determine ; whether he will keep upa small peace 
establishment, or a large military force, we do 
not know. It ought to be recollected, that he has 
abundance of military means, and that living is 
as cheap in Canada asin England. If the ene- 
my should keep up a force on our borders, of thirty 
or forty thousand men, instead of reducing it to 
four or five thousand, would it be wise for us 
wholly to disarm? It would not. Mr. C. said 
he deprecated such a state of things; but, if the 
enemy should retain a large force in service, in 
our vicinity, it would be highly impolitic for us 
to reduce ours as low as is proposed. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mé. Jackson) had, on a 
former day, remarked that our situation was par- 
ticularly felicitous, in having no enemy immedi- 
ately in our neighborhood. But, it ought to be 
borne in mind that the most powerful nation in 
Europe possessed provinces adjoining our terri- 
tory, into which she could readily pour an armed 
force. He hoped that nation never would, but it 
might do so. Suppose, with forty thousand men, 
he chose, without notice, to make a hostile move- 
ment against our territory ; every strong position 
on the Niagara frontier would fall at once into 
his hands, and the very expense we wish to avoid 
must be quadrupled, to enable us to regain them. 
Having neither estimates nor facts, as he had 
before remarked, the House ought to act cau- 
tiously. It is easier to keep soldiers than to get 
them—to have officers of skill and renown in your 
possession,than tomake them. Let us wait awhile 
before we reduce our Army to a mere Peace Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr. Gotpssorovuen said, that one argument 
which had been urged in favor of a large Military 
Establishment, appeared to him to cut both ways. 
It was contended that it was our duty to keep up 
a large military force until our late enemy re- 
duces his. Suppose our late enemy, in the same 
way, should keep up his force, because we keep 
up ours; we shall maintain our present military 
forever; and this argument. therefore, goes too far. 
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It appeared to him, Mr. G. said, that gentlemen 
holding the affirmative of the question of reduc- 
tion of the Army to six thousand men, need resort 
for its support only to the general policy of the 
country—to the duty of every member of the 
House, to relieve his constituents from the heavy 
burdens which must be imposed on them for its 
support. This argument is sufficiently solid to 
repel all the arguments he had heard in favor of 
a larger Military Establishment than six thou- 
sand men. The advocates of a larger force had 
dwelt on the apprehension of a war with Spain, 
and of a renewal of the war with Britain. Were 
gentlemen serious? Did they mean to alarm the 
country by such language? Did they mean to 
express a wish fora Spanish war? He hoped not. 
Our complaint against Spain (if any) is, that she 
has been accessory to the acts of a principal ag- 
gressor on our rights. Having released the prin- 
cipal, (France,) he hoped we should not make 
war upon a secondary Power. As to West Flor- 
ida, we have possession; and it may be a good 
reason to raise an army to defend it, whenever 
we shall have reason to believe it will be attacked, 
but not before. As to the renewal of war with 
Great Britain, he had no sort of fear of it. The 
difficulties which arose in carrying into effect the 
Treaty of 1783 afforded no argument in favor of 
the expectation of a similar course now. Britain 
then complained that we had not complied with 
some of our stipulations in that treaty, and par- 
ticularly that which secured to British citizens 
the debts due to them before the war; and we 


q complained that she did not deliver up some of the 


Western posts ; and both parties were unquestion- 


j ably to blame. It had been said, that six thou- 


sand men would be a smaller Peace Establish- 
This, Mr. G. 
denied. Our Peace Establishment in 1805, about 


| the time our collision with Great Britain broke 
> out, was short of three thousand men; and it was 
) not until this unlucky war, from which we are 
_ fortunately freed, was expected to take place, that 


our Military Establishment was nominally in- 
At this time, he 
could not see any necessity for preparing for war ; 
he could not think Congress wold be justified 


| in maintaining any further burden on the people 


than was necessary to garrison the various posts 
in the United States. They would not, he thought, 
do their duty to their country, if they went be- 
yond six thousand men. 

Mr. Pickerine said, he held in his hand the 
Message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting to the Congress a Treaty of Peace 
and Amity with Great Britain. He had sup- 
posed this an authentic document; that we re- 
ally had been at peace; that we had been rejoic- 
ing and illuminating for peace. But were he or 
any other person to form his opinions on the 
words used by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. CaLuoun,) he should conclude that we 
were still at war. That gentleman had urged, as 
a conclusive reason, why we should not reduce 
the Army below ten thousand men, that we did 
not yet know the disposition of the enemy! The 
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President’s recommendation for the maintenance 
of an adequate regular force having been read by 
one gentleman, Mr. P. begged the attention of 
the House to another passage, which he read, 
expressing the sanguine hope and belief that the 
Treaty of Peace would be a lasting foundation 
of the most friendly intercourse. The sentiments 
now expressed on one side of the House appeared 
to him to be of a character directly opposed to 
this; and would have a tendency to stir up all 
the sentiments which had existed, and should 
only exist in a state of war. If we have peacein 
fact; if we are desirous of renewing friendly in- 
tercourse with Great Britain, we should lay aside 
all enmity, and forbear any expressions calculated 
to keep alive that irritability which has existed 
in time past, against the nation with whom we 
are now at peace. If we desire a renewal of 
friendly intercourse, we ought to lay aside un- 
founded suspicions, and act upon the state of 
things declared and established by the treaty. 
There was one argument that had been so often 
repeated, he could not omit noticing it, though 
he had been substantially anticipated by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland. In the Treaty of 1783, 
there was a stipulation that neither nation should 
throw any impediment ia the a of the recov- 
ery of debts due from citizens of one nation to 
citizens of the other. It was a notorious fact, 
that such impediments wére thrown in the way 
by some of the States, the consequence of which 
was, that Great Britain kept possession of the 
posts she was to have given uptous. The sur- 
render of the posts, and the removal! of legal im- 
pediments to the collection of old British debts, 
took place at one and the same time; and, un- 
questionably, as the gentleman who last spoke 
had observed, on both sides there was blame. 
Mr. P. said he was well aware that he could 
neither speak or write, if he had any reference to 
Great Britain in any way, but it was said that he 
was a British advocate. His conduct throughout 
the war of the Revolution, and since, ought to 
contradict the insinuation. I am, said he, an 
American citizen, and know no other predilec- 
tion. But he might add, that after the Treaty of 
1794, the Board of Commissioners under that 
treaty were broken up, and no measures were 
taken for the payment of those British debts ; 
and it was not until the Administration of Mr. 
Jefferson, that a treaty was entered into, and rati- 
fied by him, whereby the United States were 
pledged to pay those debts, computed at a certain 
sum. Without waiting for that payment, Britain 
did surrender the posts, But, it had been said, 
we ought to keep up a large force if Great Brit- 
ain did. Great Britain, remote as she is from 
her provinces, has much stronger reason for keep- 
ing up a large force there than the United States 
could have for maintaining a corresponding force. 
The continuing to harbor such suspicions, Mr. 
P. said, would, more than all other things, tend 
to produce another war. But could any gentle- 
man seriously apprehend another war after what 
had taken place at the close of this? It had 
been said that the pride of Great Britain would 
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a case to show the yee of keeping up a respect. 
able military force. The loss of Detroit, at the 
commencement of the war just closed, for the 
want of adequate officers and force, had occa. 
sioned more than half the whole expense of the 
war.] Mr. Pickerine resumed. Instead of our 
maintaining a vast military force, at an expense 
which will require a continuance of the present 
oppressive taxation on the people, he said we 
ought to reduce the Army and relieve the people 
from a load of taxes, by which they were almost 
crushed. We ought to husband our means ip. 
stead of exhausting them, because it is possible a 
war may take place, God knows when. Great 
Britain may maintain a considerable force jy 
Canada, but, if she does, it ought to give no um- 
brage to the United States. Why will she prob. 
ably keep up a large force in Canada? From 
the apprehension of such a sudden incursion from 
the United States as took place three years ago, 
So far from expecting invasion, Mr. P. said he 
would be willing to raze to the foundation all our 
posts on the frontier. Great Britain was smar. 
ing, he remarked, under the effects of more than 
twenty years’ war; the nation sighed for repose, 
and assuredly would not suffer the Ministry t 
engage in a new war with the United States. 
One gentleman, Mr. P. said, had referred to the 
Spaniards, and intimated that, as we had some 
differences with them, we therefore ought not 
to disband our army. We very well know, and 
certainly do not fear, the military strength of 
Spain. The feebleness of that Government, es- 
pecially with its present head, leaves us nothing 
to fear in that quarter. After the signal defea 
of a very large British force at New Orleans, 
what motive can Spain have to enter into a war 
with us? The effect of that defeat will be felt 
not only in Great Britain, but in Spain. She's 
weak; in her provinces bordering on the United 
States peculiarly weak. Her internal distraction 
forbade the possibility almost, certainly the prob- 
ability, of her thinking of war with the United 
States. These were briefly the reasons, Mr. P. 
said, which satisfied him that the force of our 
Military Establishment ought to be reduced at 
least as low as had been voted in Committee 0! 
the Whole. He should, for his own part, be sal 
isfied with that number. Running along the 
whole frontier, he believed that six thousand men 
would be abundantly sufficient for all the pur 
poses of defence and security. ae small garri- 
sons would be sufficient in most of our seaports 
to keep the fortifications in repair. Except New 
York, he did not know one that would require 
more than two hundred men, many not more 
than fifty, and some not more than twenty-five. 

Mr. Troup rose for the purpose of correcting 
some erroneous statements which had been mate. 
greatly exaggerating the amount of expenditure 
necessary for a Military Peace Establishment. 
If the Army was to be destroyed, he added, let !! 
be by fair argument, and not by erroneous calcu- 
lations of the cost. 

Mr. Grosvenor rose to assign the reasons why 
he should, in his vote on the present occasi0); 


be wounded by the events at New Orleans. To 
this Mr. P. answered, she had made peace with- 
out knowing the result of that expedition. Why 
did she make peace? Some supposed, on ac- 
count of the aspect of affairs in Europe. Mr. P. 
rather attributed it to the state of things in Great 
Britain. The sentiments of the opposition in 
both Houses, we know to have been favorable to 
peace. The sense of the people of England on 
that head, may be gathered also from the vast 
number of petitions for peace with the United 
States. It may also be attributed to the convic- 
tion experience had taught, of its being clearly 
the interest of Great Britain to be at peace with 
us. She wants a vent for her manufactures. 
Her merchants had supposed, when the whole 
Continent was open to her, there would be an in- 
satiable market for her commodities, There was 
an error in that speculation, and many of her 
merchants were injured, if not ruined, by engag- 
ingin it. The Continent was inundated by Brit- 
ish manufactures; the people of the Continent 
were unable, or not inclined to purchase, and the 
goods remained in consequence in the hands of 
the exporters. The British nation, therefore, so 
large a portion of whose people are manufacturers, 
were anxious for peace with the United States, 
that this better market than any other should be 
open tothem. This isthe great reason why they 
desired peace with us. Mr. P. adverted to the 
recent disaster of the British army before New 
Orleans. If it had only happened to those who 
were on our coast before, during the last Sum- 
mer; to Admiral Cochrane and his command, 
{whose lust for plunder was well known,) the 
effect would have been very different on the Brit- 
ish nation, though, had the attempt succeeded, it 
would have made fortunes for him and all his 
officers. But the expedition was fitted out with 
the approbation and under the eyes of the British 
Ministry, by whom it was provided with an im- 
mense number of troops and vast equipments, 
destined expressly for the subjugation of New 
Orleans. Before the issue of that expedition 
was known, from which complete success must 
have been anticipated, the same Ministry con- 
cluded a peace. When the result of that expe- 
dition is known in England, the Ministry, he 
said, must be disgraced, and probably driven from 
their seats. Who will succeed them? The Can- 
nings, as the gentleman from Georgia supposes ? 
No. Mr. Canning himself is now a Minister, 
appointed by the present Ministry, to represent 
that Government in Portugal. Their successors 
will be those very members of opposition in both 
Houses of Parliament who have clamored for a 
eace with America. But, the gentleman from 
outh Carolina says, Great Britain has a great 
army in Canada, and may attack us if we disarm 
ourselves. What motive can she have to do so? 
If they made peace when they were in possession 
of very important posts on our frontier, and ex- 
pected New Orleans to fall, how can we expect 
they will attack us for the purpose of conquest ? 
{Mr. Catwoun explained, that he had not as- 
serted that such would be the case, but only put 
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differ from most of his friends. He considered 
this a totally distinct question from fixing and 
voting a Peace Establishment. He did not be- 
lieve this was the time, or that the House had the 
necessary information on which to fix the Mili- 
tary Peace Establishment; and this was the real 
question presented to the House. It had been 
said, and truly, that the British nation have on 
our soil posts of the utmost importance yet unre- 
linquished. It is a fact, that many tribes of the 
Indian nations are yet in a state of disturbance, 
with whom we have no treaty, no peace, or se- 
curity for a peace. This House did not yet know 
the manner and spirit in which the Treaty of 
Peace had been concluded. He regretted that 
the President had not laid before Congress the 
correspondence in regard to this very treaty. To 
have done so would have been no violation of 
principle, because the President had on a former 
occasion adopted that course. To this treaty, Mr. 
G. said, was opposed in England perhaps the 
strongest party in that country; and, whatever 
gentlemen might think, this treaty was not very 
cordially received in this country, notwithstand- 
ing all our illuminations and rejoicings. He 
thought he had already seen symptoms of dissat- 
isfaction at it in debate. Mr. said, he had 
been early taught to respect the wisdom of the 
maxim, that to be sure of peace you must be pre- 
pared for war. If ever this maxim had applica- 
tion or point, it applied to the very circumstances 
in which we are placed; to this state of things, 
wherein the enemy has possession of so much of 
our soil, and several of our strongest posts, of the 
redemption of which we have no certainty but 
the reliance on her faith. In this unsettled state 
of things, the maxim to which he had referred 
had made a deep impression on him. He did not 
know, but, in the opinion of many gentlemen, the 
faith of the English nation might be relied on. 
Mr. G. inclined to think it might; but upon this 
occasion he would be guarded at all points; he 
would rely on established maxims of policy, in- 
stead of relying on the faith of any nation. We 
have tried a great number of experiments, but 
there is yet another, it appears. Was it ever be- 
fore heard of, that on the bare signature of peace, 
its late antagonist remaining on its soil and bor- 
ders, that a nation disarmed itself altogether? To 
be sure, it will occasion some additional expense 
to retain our force in existence, but to disband 
our forces at once and entirely, would havea bad 
influence, and the world would havea right to 
say, we had escaped from the contest so com- 
pletely worn down by its pressure that we could 
not even act upto the ordinary rules of prudence. 
If this force should be disbanded, and an unfor- 
tunate collision should again arise, what expenses 
and losses may we have to encounter hereafter, 
in order to save a comparatively trifling expense 
now? What would be the expense of support- 
ing four or five thousand men for a few months, 
when put into the balance against those evils 
which may grow out of a different course? In 
all these matters, Mr. G. said, it appeared to him 
that a nation acts wisely when it acts according 
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to maxims established by prudence, and sanc- 
tioned by experience. The history of the world, 
he boldly pronounced, did not afford an instance 
in which any nation had completely disarmed it- 
self in the circumstances in which this nation 
was placed. 

Mr. Guotson said, that, for his part, he should 
not act on the presumption of the inexeeution 
of the Treaty of Peace; if he did, he should feel 
himself bound to retain the Military Establish- 
ment on its present footing. On the contrary, 
however, he should act on the principles of the 
President’s Message; on the hope that Great 
Britain would carry the treaty into effect; be- 
cause, from the events of the war just terminated, 
he believed it to be as little her interest as ours to 
renew the war. Bat, while freely and frankly 
avowing this sentiment, he could not, under other 
views of the subject, agree to the rapid reduction 
of the Army, which was proposed. Was there 
anything in the present situation of the country 
which required a smaller force than we had had 
for several years before the declaration of war? 
We have an extent of three or four thousand 
miles of frontier, on which are a number of points 
requiring garrisons; we are in hostility with a 
great many Indian tribes, and our affairs with 
Spain are yet unsettled. Everything considered, 
he thought the Army ought not to be reduced be- 
low ten thousand men. No man in the House 
was more solicitous than himself to reduce the 
public expenditures; and he entertained a strong 
hope that they would be so reduced by the reduc- 
tion of the Army, &c., that the next Congress 
a repeal nearly all the taxes that have been 
aid. 

Mr. Desua said, that he did not regret that he 
had brought this subject forward, for it was ne- 
cessary for the nation to know, whether they 
were to be saddled with a large standing army in 
time of peace, or a moderate Peace Establishment. 
But he regretted that the question should take up 
so much time in debate at this late period of the 
session, notwithstanding there has been so much 
eloquence displayed. The question on this amend- 
ment was, on Saturday, carried in the Committee 
of the whole House by a majority of nineteen 
votes, where I did hope it was sufficiently dis- 
cussed, and where I did believe it was sufficient- 
ly understood ; but gentlemen have come forward 
with a new string of arguments against the prop- 
osition. Do they suppose that the House do not 
understand the subject, or do they suppose that, 
by this great flow of eloquence, they can make 
the substantial part of the House change their 
opinions in so short a time? When I speak of 
the substantial part of the House, I mean those 
who think much and speak but little; who make 
common sense their guide, and not theoretical 
or visionary projects. Mr. D. said he should not 
have arisen to trouble the House with a single 
remark, but for that positive statement made by 
the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Forsyts,) 
who stated, in a very positive manner, that six 
thousand men were not sufficient to garrison the 
outposts. How does the gentleman know this? 
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What data does he judge from? If he has any 
correct data on which he bottoms his calculations, 
he ought to give them to the House. But I shall 
take for granted that he has none; that it is a 
mere guess, notwithstanding the positive manner 
in which it has been asserted. I have made some 
calculations, and, as I observed on yesterday, 
there is not more than twenty-five or thirty forts 
in all, which, it is presumed, are not all necessary 
to be kept up in atime of peace. I much ques- 
tion if it is necessary to keep up more than twen- 
ty. Will not one hundred men, on an average, 
be sufficient to man each fort? It is true, some 
may perhaps require two hundred, but others will 
not require more than twenty-five or thirty men. 
Then, sir, you will have upwards of one-half of 
the 6,000, as contemplated by the amendment, for 
other purposes. But some gentlemen advocate 
10,000, and others 20.000, of a standing army. 
The pvlicy is easy to be seen through; the advo- 
cates of a perpetual system of taxation discover 
that, if they cannot retain a considerable standing 
army, they will have no good plea for rivetting 
the present taxes on the people. I was an advo- 
cate for taxes when taxes were necessary in sup- 
port of the war, but as soon as it can be done, 
consistent with propriety, I shall be in favor of 
removing the heaviest of them. Commerce 
brought us into the war, and Iam for making 
commerce pay the principal part of the debt in- 
curred by the war, and not suffer the people to 
be ground down to dust by heavy taxation. Mr. 
D. said, if the argument of his colleague (Mr. 
Hopkins) proved anything, it proved too much; 
it proved, that while there was the least speck in 
the political horizon abroad, that was not favora- 
ble to us, we must keep up large standing armies 
to guard against possible difficulties. This is a 
kind of doctrine inconsistent with the peaceful 
habits of republics, and calculated to oppress the 
people by heavy burdens, instead of ameliorating 
their condition. The gentleman tells us that we 
have been menaced by the Spaniards, and, there- 
fore, ought to keep a force in pay sufficient to re- 
re any attempt on their part. But he has de- 

eated his purpose by his own remarks, by saying, 
the Spaniards are in an unsettled state; that they 
are in a state of internal distraction, and, there- 
fore, it is uncertain what moment they may 
pounce upon us. Sir, a moment’s recurrence to 
common sense would be sufficient to discover the 
fallacy of these remarks. Is it to be presumed, 
while they are in a state of internal distraction, 
that we have anything to apprehend from them? 
certainly not. They will have enough to do to 
settle their own affairs—to keep their own Gov- 
ernment from being overturned—without turning 
their eye to foreign wars, even if they had any 
just cause of complaint against us, which I deny. 
And would it be wise lene up large standing 
armies in time of peace, to the oppression of our 
own people, because there is a distant possibility 
of being attacked by the Spaniards? Mr. D. said, 
we are either at war or we have peace; if we are 
at war, not a single man ought to be discharged ; 
if we are at peace, it would be inexpedient to 


seein 





keep more regulars than was sufficient to garri- 
son our outposts and secure our frontiers. He 
thought that six thousand were sufficient for these 
purposes, and therefore hoped the amendment 
would be adopted. One word in relation to other 
remarks made by the gentleman from Georgia. 
He laments that more respect is not paid to rec- 
ommendations from the Executive. Mr. D. said, 
there was no man in the nation had a higher opin- 
ion of the goodness and purity of the intentions 
of the Executive than he had, and such recom- 
mendations always had due weight with him, and 
would continue to create a preponderance in all 
cases of a doubtful character; but as man is fal- 
lible, and liable to err, as a Representative of a 
free people he should take the liberty on this, as 
well as on all cases, where no doubt existed, of 
exercising his own judgment, holding himself re- 
wees for his conduct to those whom he had 
the honor to represent. 

Mr. Ruea, of Tennessee, said, he heartily coin- 
cided in sentiment with that part of the Presi- 
dent’s Message which had been quoted by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. He meant, he 
said, to endeavor, as much as lay in his power, to 
cultivate peace and friendship with Great Britain. 
If that nation would let us alone, he was willing 
to forget what had passed. He had no inclina- 
tion to renew hostilities with her, and he hoped 
that all the members of this body corresponded 
with him in the feeling; but, to disarm ourselves 
altogether, would be just as wise as, when a warm 
day comes, to throw off all our clothes, expectiug 
winter was over. Although the President had 
expressed in his Message pacific purposes, he also 
expressed an opinion, in which Mr. R. fully con- 
curred, adverse to a sudden or total reduction of 
our military force. Taking into view the preseat 
state of the world, and the probability that the 
calm in Europe is nothing but the precursor of a 
violent storm, though he sincerely desired it 
might be otherwise, Mr. R. conceived it would 
be highly imprudent to part with so great a pro- 
portion of our army as was proposed. The Pres- 
ident had expressed sentiments in direct opposi- 
tion to those of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, who had quoted another part of the Mes- 
sage. [Mr. R. here quoted the part of the Mes- 
sage recommending the retention of a respecta- 
ble military force.] This, he said, was a very 
plain talk, and far from coinciding with the in- 
ferences drawn from that part of the Message 
recommending the cultivation of friendly senti- 
ments towards Great Britain. The best writing, 
even the Holy Book itself, might be distorted from 
its meaning and general intent, by quoting de- 
tached sentences of it. The recommendation of 
the Executive is, in effect, that the Military Es- 
tablishment be not so reduced, as that other pa- 
tions may take advantage of its diminution. Mr. 
R. said he respected the gentleman from New 
York for the opinions he had just delivered ; they 
were manly and noble; he hig’ ly approved them. 
Suppose the Military Establishment to be reduced 
to six, four, or three thousand men; we know, 
said Mr. R., who have been obliged to bear the 
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sibility of the war, and who have disavow- 
pir responsibility. If there should be any en- 
croachments on us on account of our weakness, 
the very majority of this House would be accused 
of want of foresight and wisdom in disbanding 
the Army. Mr. R. said he had no inclination to 
subject himself to this condition. Unless there 
should be a correspondent reduction of force by 
our late enemy, he would not consent to reduce 
the Army so greatly as was proposed. It had been 
said we ought to rely wholly on militia for de- 
fence. Militia generally, he said, would do their 
duty, and that manfully, when called on; but we 
know that our late enemy have been permitted 
to hold on a large portion of our territory, with- 
out molestation from the militia. He would not 
consent to subject the United States to a contin- 
uation or repetition of that disgrace, by a total 
disbandment of the Army. 

Mr. SrockTon said, that the subject of redu- 
cing the Army was very important—the pressure 
of the late war had already borne heavily upon 
the people, and would soon be more distinctly 
felt in the form of taxes by every man and in 
every family. He had, upon due consideration, 
determined to vote in favor of the amendment 
made in Committee, reducing the Peace Establish- 
ment to six thousand men. Nothing, however, 
would have induced him to take any part in the 
debate, but the ane course of argument pur- 
sued on the other side of the House. The strange 
suggestions to which he alluded, coming as they 
did from a gentleman of standing—the Chairman 
of the Committee of Foreign Relations—and simi- 
lar sentiments expressed by other gentlemen, had 
really alarmed him. He feared that all was not 
right. He was apprehensive, that there was 
some mystery in the present views of the Gov- 
ernment, which was judged unfit to be com- 
municated either to the people or their represen- 
tatives. He feared that some design which could 
not be avowed, was maturing, to keep up a large 
standing army in time of peace; or that the 
peace lately negotiated, which had been hailed 
with so much enthusiasm, was deceptive; that the 
people had been amused, and would be deceived 
in their expectation of permanent peace and in- 
creasing prosperity. Hecould not but be alarmed 
to find that the Secretary of War had recom- 
mended the keeping up a regular army of 20,000 
—to hear that this plan met the approbation of 
the Administration, and to see that it found advo- 
cates in that House. Mr.S. said that it appeared 
to him as if gentlemen had forgotton not only the 
first principles of our Government, but had deter- 
mined to renounce all the sentiments which their 
friends had formerly avowed. 

Mr. 8. said, that if there was any one principle 
which might be called fundamental to our civil 
institutions, and which above all others had re- 
ceived the decided approbation of the friends 
of civil liberty in the United States without dis- 
tinction of party, it was this—that a standing army 
Was not to be tolerated in time of peace. It 
formed a prominent cause of complaint in the vin- 
dication of independence, and was denounced in 
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many of the State constitutions—it was directly 
in Opposition to the uniform opinion of our sages 
and patriots. Yet the plan seemed to have made 
many new friends. All the common-place reasons 
in favor of such a measure (and none other had 
been urged) had been resorted to—reasons which 
always had been and always would be pressed into 
such aservice. Such as, the unsettled state of the 
world; large armies kept up by rival Powers; the 
unruly disposition of savage tribes; the necessity of 
always being prepared for war to preserve peace. 
This and the like species of drapery always had and 
ever would be held up toconceal the real motives 
of political action. The same arguments had 
been used for more than a century to support the 
same measure, and served only to prove a solemn 
truth, that an army was always in favor of those 
in power. Mr. S. said, that he imputed nothing 
remarkable to the Government for cherishing such 
a means of patronage and power, but thought it be- 
came the representatives of the people to discour- 
age and restrain it. For his own part he would 
not vote for a man more than was absolutely ne- 
cessary forcommon garrison duty. He was, how- 
ever, more alarmed at the sentiments expressed 
in regard tothe peace. The honorable gentle- 
man had urged as a reason against reducing the 
Army, that we had no security for the duration of 
the peace; that the British Government had not 
relinquished its pretensions; and that if the same 
causes of war should occur again, the peace would 
also haveanend. And the gentleman also added, 
that our condition was only that of a free or sus- 
pended hostility. Mr. S. said, that this was 
alarming information indeed; and his only con- 
solation was derived from a conviction, that it 
was wholly unfounded. He asked if it could be 
possible that the treaty lately negotiated was mere 
deception? He hoped and believed that it was 
not, but that it had been produced by the dear- 
bought experience, that nothing was to be gained 
bythe war. The error into which the gentleman 
had fallen was this: he supposed that, as the Brit- 
ish Government had not relinquished its preten- 
sions, the causes of war still existed, and might 
again produce hostility, if again resorted to by 
that Government. But Mr. S. said, that this 
opinion was not correct ; the honorable gentleman 
seemed to have forgotten that we had declared 
the war, and were the complainants, and that, go- 
ing to war for specific causes, when we made a 
general peace without providing for them, we 
must be considered as having abandoned them. 
There existed no necessity for the British to give 
up their pretensions, unless they intended so to do; 
so far from it, by the acknowledged laws of na- 
tions, every cause of war not provided for by the 
treaty is considered as given up, and can never be 
again made the foundation of hostility, without a 
breach of public faith. This rule was general, 
and had received the unqualified approbation of 
the most approved writers upon the law of nations. 
A treaty of peace not only puts an end to the 
war, but abolishes the cause of it. The party 
who made the war, and then the peace, can never 
again recommence hostilities for the same causes ; 
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hence, in modern treaties, there will always be 
found a leading provision, that the peace shall be 
firm or perpetual, or universal, or of the like im- 
port, the meaning of which is, not that there shall 

no future war, but that peace is to be perpetual, 
as far as respects the former points of difference. * 

Mr. S. said, that the operation of this prin- 
ciple of national law upon the subject, was ob- 
vious. We had gone to war ostensibly on ac- 
count of the Orders in Council ; we had continued 
it because of impressments from American mer- 
chant vessels; we complained, as occasion re- 
quired, about blockades and other subordinate 
matters. As to the Orders in Council, the treaty 
did not operate upon that subject, because they 
had been repealed at the beginning of the war, 
and did not constitute a matter in dispute when 
the treaty was signed—therefore that subject was 
not touched by the treaty. If they should again 
be renewed, we should have the same right to go 
to war on that account as we had before, and no 
more; but he thought that there was not the re- 
motest probability that the British Government, 
after having voluntarily abandoned them, would 
ever again resort to such an experiment. But the 
causes for which the war had been continued af- 
ter the repeal of those orders, and after the offer 
of an an armistice and pacific arrangement, stood 
upon a different footing, and were expressly with- 
in the principle. At the head of the list was the 
point of impressment. We claimed that our flag 
should cover and protect all persons on board our 
merchantmen. e continued the war because 
of the right claimed and exercised by the British 
to search, and to take away their own subjects; 
and because of the abuse of that right in often 
taking real American citizens under pretence that 
they were subjects. Yet the treaty is silent upon 
the matter; nota letteris to be found in it impair- 
ing or even regulating the exercise of the claim. 

ecan never, therefore, maintain that our flag 
shall cover the persons on board our merchant 
ships. Nor, if we act with good faith, can we 
ever again go to war for the common abuses here- 
tofore practised—for these were the causes of the 
war, which this peace has ended; all that can be 
left to us, acting bona fide, is to endeavor by ami- 
cable arrangements to provide against abuses of 
that claim, which this treaty has converted into 
an acknowledged right. The same might be said 
of blockades and the rest of our maritime preten- 





* Vattel, lib. 4, chap. 2. sect. 19—“The effect of a 
treaty of peace, is to put an end to the war, and to 
abolish the subject of it. It leaves the contracting par- 
ties without any rights of committing hostility either 
for the subject which kindled the war, or for what 
has passed in the course of it; it is therefore no longer 
permitted to take up arms for the same cause ; accord- 
ingly in these treaties the parties reciprocally oblige 
themselves to a perpetual peace, which is not to be un- 
derstood as if the contracting parties promised never to 
make war on each other, for any cause whatever. Peace 
relates to the war which it terminates, and as it for- 
bids the revival of the same war, by taking up arms for 
the cause which at first kindled it, is in reality per- 
petual.” 
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sions. The treaty was silent—the enemy would 
not suffer them to be named—they are all given 
up—we have ourselves abandoned the new doc- 
trine of “Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights,” and 
can never again rightfully draw the sword on 
those pretensions. 

Mr. 8. said that he did not state this by way of 
reproach against the Government, for concluding 
such a peace—he had predicted and rejoiced at 
the event. It had saved the country, which was 
enough for him. He should not venture even to 
give a character to the peace, nor insinuate that 
it was not such as it oughtto have been. He 
only wished that the people might understand it 
—that it might pass for what it was worth, and 
no more. Mr. S. said that the general principle 
of public law, which he had laid down, was not 
only just in itself, but its application to our case 
had been anticipated and recognised by the Ad- 
ministration; were it not for sucha principle, war 
would be intermiaable. Peace would indeed be 
nothing more than a truce. What nation would 
make peace with its enemy merely to afford time 
for better preparation, if the war might be re- 
commenced on the old grounds when he was in- 
clined so todo? When he said that the Admin- 
istration had recognised this principle of public 
law, he spoke from documents which could not 
err. In the instructions from the Department of 
State to our Ministers at Ghent, bearing date April 
15th, 1812, Mr. Monroe says—‘‘I have to repeat, 
‘ that the great object which you have to secure, in 
‘ regard to impressment, is, that the flag shall pro- 
‘tect the crew. Your first duty is to concludea 
* peace with Great Britain, and you are authorized 
‘ to doit, in case you can obtain a satisfactory stip- 
‘ ulation against impressment; one which will se- 
‘cure under our flag protection to the crew.” 
“ If this encroachment is not provided for, the 
‘ United States have appealed toarms in vain. If 
‘ your efforts to accomplish it should fail, you will 
‘return home without delay.” 

In the instructions of the 28th January 1814, 
these words will be found: “On impressment, 
‘as to the right of the United States to be exempt 
‘from it, [ have nothing new to add—the senti- 
* ments of the President have undergone no change 
‘ on this important subject. This degrading prac- 
‘tice must cease; our flag must protect the crew, 
‘or the United States cannot consider themselves 
‘as an independent nation.” 

In a report of the Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions, on the subject of impressment, of 29th Jan- 
uary 1813, it is said: “To appeal to arms, and 
‘to lay them down without securing it, would be 
‘considered in no other light than a relinquish- 
* ment of it.” 

But the most important public document upon 
the point, was the instructions to our Ministers ol 
the 27th June, 1814, because these were sent after 
the peace in Kurope was known to this Govera- 
ment. In that despatch is the following sentence : 
“As it is not the intention of the United States, 
‘in suffering the treaty to be silent on the sub- 
‘ ject of impressment, to admit the British claim 
‘ thereon, or to relinquish that of the United States, 
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‘it is highly important that any such inference 
$ choald te entirely precluded by a declaration, or 
‘ protest, in some form or other, that the omission 
‘ js not to have such a tendency.” 

Mr. S. asked whether the treaty contained any 
such declaration, or protest—whether any other 
instrument of protest had been communicated to 
the British Ministers before the treaty was signed ? 
No such paper has been communicated, and none 
existed. Suppose, instead of such a protest, dis- 
tinct propositions had been made by our Minis- 
ters on the point of impressment, and had been 
instantly rejected, would not this put the point 
beyond doubt? If such was not the fact, why 
had not all the papers accompanying the treaty 
been laid before the House? For these reasons, 
Mr. S. said, he saw no cause to fear that the 
war would be renewed if the United States acted 
with good faith. He looked for a durable peace, 
in the interest which both parties had in main- 
taining it. But if the enemy should so act as to 
bring about war again, without fault of our’s, 
the country would yet be safe. Wecould soon 
have as good an army as that now to be disband- 
ed. And until we had, the people could defend 
themselves. We want no mercenary army to de- 
fend the country on sudden emergencies. 

Our safety lies in the spirit, bravery, and patri- 
otism of the people. Did we want proof of this ? 
Let us cast our eyes to Sackett’s Harbour, Platts- 
burg, and particularly to New Orleans, where 
the brave militia of the country, aided by their 
Western brethren, with no other aid than two 
skeleton regiments, had repulsed the enemy with 
signal slaughter. This had taught the world a 
lesson, how freemen would defend their homes. 
Why then, Mr. 8. asked, should we keep up this 
army at the expense of many millions of dollars ? 
For one, he would not consent to it. The taxes 
imposed on the people were enormous; they could 
not be dispensed with until our finances and credit 
were restored. We should retrench as much as 
possible. Lop. off every unnecessary article of 
expense, and commence a system of rigid econo- 
my. Upon the whole, he trusted that the amend- 
ment made in Committee would be confirmed in 
the House by a decided majority. 

Mr. Macon said, he would not take up the 
treaty or its merits, nor discuss the subject of 
Executive recommendations; but he should con- 
fine himself to the question of what it would be 
proper for the United States to do in the present 
state of things. Six or ten thousand men were 
nothing as a war establishment. If the treaty 
was only a truce, we eS not to stop at ten 
thousand men; instead of disbanding our forces, 
we ought to go on recruiting them, to be prepared 
for the state of things which will take place when 
the truce expires. But, Mr. M. said, he took the 
treaty for a covenant of peace, and he was willing, 
in good faith, to carry it into effect. There was 
a mistake, on the part of some gentlemen, in re- 
gard to what had been the original Peace Estab- 
lishment. During all the trouble between this 
country and Spain and Britain, no addition had 
been authorized to the old Peace Establishment, 


until after the attack upon the Chesapeake, and 
when the law then passed there was great dispute 
about the title of it, that the additional force might 
not be considered a part of the Military Peace 
Establishment. The old Peace Establishment 
consisted of one brigade only. With that force 
we had taken possession of Louisiana; with 
that foree we had maintained it, besides keep- 
ing garrisons in most of our present forts. 
The Indians, he thought, might safely left 
to themselves; our forts would not now be in- 
creased, and all the force that appeared to him 
necessary, was so much as should be sufficient to 
keep our works in repair. The true way to make 
our militia efficient, is to let them know that the 
safety of the nation depends on them, and to take 
nothing more from the products of their labor to 
support regular soldiers, than is absolutely neces- 
sary. In proportion as men live easily and com- 
fortably, in proportion as they are free from the 
burdens of taxation, they will be attached to the 
Government in which they live. For his part, 
Mr. M. said, he should be willing to reduce the 
Army to the old Peace Establishment, of three 
thousand men. 

As to the Indian hostilities, Mr. M. apprehended 
we should now hear very little of them. The 
Northwestern Company had been at the bottom 
of the Indian wars; and it was now their inter- 
est to end them. Solong as the British Ministry 
were on an amicable footing with this Govern- 
ment, so long the Indians will remain at peace. 
It was no matter what men composed the British 
Ministry, and therefore immaterial in this debate ; 
whether they are the Cannings, Castlereaghs, or 
Wellesleys, it is our duty to consider them all as 
devoted to the British interests. 

As to Spain, Mr. M. said, he considered the 
question settled as to the territory west of the 
Perdido. The people of Tennessee and Georgia 
had settled that question. If he had been so in- 
clined, would Ferdinand of Spain have missed 
the favorable opportunity afforded by the double 
war in which we were engaged, to have made an 
attempt on the country ? Once settle that coun- 
try, said he, and you will want no garrisons there. 
The late enemy had calculated much from the 
operation of its army against Orleans. If they 
were satisfied with the treaty under a belief of 
that army being victorious, and the key of the 
whole Western country being in their possession, 
would they be dissatisfied with it now, when that 
army was ascertained to be destroyed, and the 
design of conquest totally defeated? The events 
in that quarter might be urged in England asa 
reason for putting the Ministers out of power, but 
not as a reason for violating the treaty. Mr. M. 
said he should be glad to see a reduction of the 
Army now. His experience had shown him that, 
if there was a difficulty in raising men and laying 
taxes, there was a greater difficulty in getting 
rid of both. He had heard strong arguments 
zealously urged why taxes should not be repealed 
when they were not necessary, and he was cer- 
tain they would not be repealed if they were 
made necessary by keeping upa large military 
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force. The security of this nation reposes not on 
a large military force, but on the happiness and 

m of the people. It is much cheaper to 
carry ona war with regulars than militia, but a 
regular army ought not to be kept up in time of 
peace. What enabled the people to stand the 
pressure of the restrictive system, but the light- 
ness with which they were borne upon by taxes ? 
History almost universally proves, that in propor- 
tion as you rely on regulars, militia lose their effi- 
eacy and utility. You must let the militiaman 
know, he must feel, that on him, and others like 
him, the safety of the nation rests, and not ona 
standing army. He hoped the House would con- 
cur in reducing the number of men to six thou- 
sand; though he should like it well if it were 
reduced still lower. 

Mr. McKim said, he was opposed to the amend- 
ment for reducing the force of the Army as low as 
six thousand men. He was not thus opposed to 
it from any apprehension of insincerity in the 
peace between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain; but he was in favor of proceeding on the 
common rules of prudence and caution. The late 
enemy had at this time a large force on our coasts 
and borders, say thirty five thousand men; and 
with Great Britain, as a rival nation, holding so 
powerful a force in our neighborhood, it was not, 
in his opinion, compatible with prudence to re- 
duce the Military Establishment. In his deal- 
ings in social life, he said, when he paid money 
to any man, of ever so great aad unquestionable 
integrity, he took a receipt for the money; and 
if such a person owed him money, he took his 
bond or note for it; and, with these documents, 
he could, if necessary, defend his right before a 
legal tribunal. But it was not so between na- 
tions, whose last and best appeal was force. It 
became the duty of nations, therefore, not indis- 
creetly to disarm themselves. He said he was 
friendly to a small Military Establishment, and 
was williog to reduce oursin moderation. In the 
existing state of society, without indulging in un- 
generous suspicions, it would be most wise and 
prudent never to put ourselves in the power of 
other nations. 

Mr. Wriaur said he rose, not to speak to the 
reduction of the Army, having already expressed 
his opinion on that ag “a but briefly to reply 
to the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. Srocx- 
TON,) who had just told the House that we went 
to war for “ free trade and sailors’ rights,” illegal 
blockades and spoliations; that he will not speak 
of the character of the peace, and yet, in the same 
breath, tells us that the right of impressment has 
been given up, the right of blockade has been 
given up, and our claim for spoliation has been 
even up. I should be glad to know, said Mr. W.., 

ow he could more pointedly have given a char- 
acter to the peace, or, indeed, more incorrectly 
have given that character. Sir, after the advice 
of the President to cultivate harmony in every 
section of the Union, and, indeed, when remarks 
tending to irritate Great Britain have been re- 
buked on this floor, 1 had hoped that remarks cal- 
culated to stir up the angry passions among our- 
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selves would have been forborne. I, for one, was 
prepared to act on the principle of amnesty—to 
drop the curtain of oblivion on the past, and to 
cultivate union, so necessary for the harmon 

and prosperity of the nation. Sir, the war was 
declared to arrest the tice of impressment 
and illegal blockades under the Orders in Coyp- 
cil, and to obtain satisfaction for spoliations; ob- 
jects admitted on all sides to justify the war. 

ut the gentleman has told us that they have al! 

by the treaty, been given up. He has forgotten 
his own remarks on former occasions—that Brit- 
ain never claimed the right of the impressment of 
our seamen, but to take her own. He has for- 
gotten that he pressed us to put a stop to the fur- 
ther progress of the war, as the Orders in Coun- 
cil were revoked; and yet he says, the right of 
impressment has been given up; that the right 
of blockade bas been given up, and no compensa- 
tion for spoliation has been obtained. Sir, it will 
be recollected by all, that Great Britain never 
claimed the right of impressment of American 
seamen, and, of course, that the right would not 
have been among the causes of the war ; but that 
she claimed the right to take British seamen 
sailing under the flag of the United States, and, 
under a of that claim, impressed our sea- 
men. Sir, the Orders in Council imposing illegal 
blockades were revoked almost contemporaneous- 
ly with the declaration of war, and before she 
knew it was declared, but I never had a doubt 
that our preparations for the war of which she 
was informed, at the revocation of the Orders in 
Council, was the cause of that revocation ;—of 
course these Orders in Council and illegal block- 
ades were abandoned long before the treaty, and, 
of course, it could not be necessary, by treaty to 
effect what had been done without, by the war. 
The practice of impressment was also, by the 
war, determined, and we can never forget that the 
Opposition contended that they had very few sea- 
men impressed, fewer by far than we are taught 
were given up and restored to liberty, but kept 
as prisoners of war, although captured in time of 
peace, as their friends called it. I ask, then, if 
the right of impressment of American seamen, 
never claimed, has been given up? or the right of 
blockade, given up without treaty, has been re- 
vived by its not being inserted in the treaty ? 
And I also ask, if the claim of Great Britain to 
take her own seamen has not been agreed to by 
the treaty, if she has not, upon the gentleman's 
principles, abandoned it? So much, sir, as to 
impressment and blockades. Now, upon the sub- 
ject of spoliations. I humbly ask, if they have 
not been remunerated ? They took nine hundred 
and seventeen ships in time of peace; we endea- 
vored to regain them by replevin, but they were 
eloigned, or rather purloined, and we obtained a 
— in withernam, whereby we have legally 
taken two thousand of her ships, richly laden, o! 
double the value of ours so purloined. I then ask, 
if this be not perfect satisfaction, and if it would 
be lawful to release the ships they tuok after be- 
ing thus remunerated by a condemnation on our 
capias in withernam? Sir, I am sorry to hear 
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that gentlemen condemn their friends in the Sen- 
ate, where the treaty was unanimously ratified. 
Would they have ratified a treaty giving up the 
rightof impressment ? Would they have given up 
the right of blockade, or any other right? Would 
they have unanimously ratified so dishonorable a 
treaty? It would be as foul a calumny on their 

triotism as it would be on their understanding, 
to give such a construction tothe treaty Sir, 
| trust the whole American people will be satis- 
fied with the peace, and will consider the war as 
a demonstration of the strength of Republican 
Governments, founded on the affection of a free 
people, not like those Governments of slaves, ex- 
ecuted by force or fear, and I have no doubt will 
demonstrate to Great Britain our strength ; that 
we have not only the power but the will, any- 
thing in the Federal Opposition to the contrary 
notwithstanding, and convince her that America, 
united, is invincible. 

Mr. Farrow was in favor of a small Peace 
Establishment. We had gone to war, he said, 
with a very small regular force, and, after the 
conclusion of a peace, we ought at least to reduce 
the Army to the amount of force we had ata time 
when war was daily expected. If ever we again 
go to war, he said, we shail act on the defensive 
only, and our militia, in every quarter of the coun- 
try, are prepared to defend the soil. From the 
experience of the past war we shall derive immu- 
nity from aggression, because our citizen soldiers 
have shown themselves capable of defending the 
soil. They now know, if they ever before doubt- 
ed it, that it will be in vain to invade us. If you 
want Canada, said he, entice the British Govern- 
ment, if you can, to attack you, and the militia 
will soon follow an enemy over the lines. For- 

eign nations, he believed, however, would in fu- 
ture have too much wisdom, if not too much good- 
ness, to attack us; and there was no occasion to 
keep up a regular military force for defensive 
urposes. He was in favor of increasing the 
avy, to a certain extent, but opposed to a large 
military force. 

Mr. Curupert said, there could be no doubt, 
he thought, that in the regulation of our Military 
Establishment, there should be some mean num- 
ber to which it ought to be reduced. To reduce 
it as low as was proposed, would be as unwise, in 
his view, as not to reduce it at all. The reasons 
in favor of the proposed reduction, were not 
strong enough to balance the objections against 
it. In the first place, he argued, it was extremely 
important to know what the determination and 
spirit of theenemy is. In going intoand coming 
out of a contest, it is all-important to know what 
is the spirit of your antagonist. Are you willing, 
said he, to tell your late enemy, i rejoice ex- 
tremely in the peace, and are willing to rush at 
once into extreme tranquillity-? If you persuade 
him that the people were so anxious for the re- 
turn of peace, that they would therefore sacrifice 
everything, you encourage him to commit future 
aggressions. He adverted to the influence of such 
precipitation on our own people, and deprecated 
itas declaring peace and tranquillity too much, 
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and relaxing their spirits so greatly, that it would 
be with great difficulty, in case of future wars 
being forced on us, they could be induced to make 
the necessary sacrifices. Militia, he said, however 
to be depended on, were not calculated for garri- 
son duty, which they abhorred and revolted from, 
and which could only properly be performed by 
regular troops. 
test a regular campaign, with an enemy ina fixed 
seat of war—such a campaign, for instance, as that 
of the last Summer on the Canadian frontier. 
Would you, said he, for such a service depend on 
militia force, serving for six months, and contin- 
ually changing at the end of that term, or ona 
regular force, competent to meet in the open field, 
and to manceuvre against a regular army? While 
no one more highly than him appreciated the en- 
thusiasm which militia had displayed in occa- 
sional service, he denied their capacity to sustain 
an equal conflict with regular troops in a regular 
amie 
wou 
Establishment, in time of peace. 
which he belonged had always been averse to 
heaping unnecessary burdens on the people ; and 
the lightness of the burdens imposed on them, was 
what had induced them always to adhere to and 
support the Government as they had done through- 
out the war. 
ment, which, in the moment of danger, becamea 
principle of energy and action. 
men, he said, for a time of trouble, were not too 
few, and for the present time, he thought, would 
be a proper force. 
would serve asa foundation, and a foundation 
only did we ever want, for a good army. 
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Neither were militia fit to con- 


On the other hand, Mr. C. said, he 
d by no means go into a large Military 
The party to 


He would not weaken that attach- 


en thousand 
In time of actual war, they 


Mr. Srvart said he had intended to have given 


a silent vote in favor of the largest number of 
men proposed ; and, notwithstanding the argu- 
ments urged against the number of ten thousand 
men, he still adhered to his own opinion, that ten 
thousand men would not be too many. 
much easier to disband than to raise an army ; 
and, while we have some of the best troops in the 
world, let us not disband too many of them. The 
difference of expense between six and ten thou- 
sand men for a few months, would be trifling. 
At the next session, if we had peace with every 
nation on that firm basis he hoped we should 
have, he would join with gentlemen in reducing 
the Army still lower. Ten thousand men, be said, 
he wished to retain, neither asa Peace or War 


It was 


Establishment, but as constituting such a force 
as thetimes required. He voted for this number, 
not entirely because a large force had been rec- 
ommended by the Executive, but on his own 
opinion, deliberately and maturely formed; and, 
although the gentleman who had moved in the 
Committee to strike out ten thousand, appeared 
to ae it would be carried by a large majority, 
Mr. S. said he hoped the contrary. Mr. S. said 


he would pin his faith on no man’s sleeve, in or 
out of this House; but he thought we had no 
right toexpect tokeep entirely clear of all hostility, 
and under present circumstances he could not con- 
sent to reduce the Army as low as was proposed. 
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Mr. Porrer said he had been in hopes, until 
the debate of to-day, that we had made peace in 
the spirit of peace, and that the Army would have 
been reduced to the Peace Establishment. The 
people of the United States had suffered very 
great privations, and it was time they should be 
relieved. Mr. P. said he had some little know- 
ledge of different Administrations for twenty 
years past, and so faras he knew them, it had 
always been a good time to continue or increase 
the burdens on the people and to multiply offices; 
but, under no Administration did he ever know 
it a good and proper time to begin the reduction 
of expenses and abolition of offices. He had been 
in hopes, he said, that gentlemen who have the 
management of the affairs of Administration, and 
had professed great moter would have 
shown a willingness, when they had the power, 
to practice what they had preached. The argu- 
ment that we must support an army because the 
British have men in Canada, is entitled to no 
weight. If weare to support thirty thousand men 
on that ground, we need no war to destroy the 
Administration and beggar the people; we had 
better be in war, indeed, than in such a peace as 
that. Another oo was afraid of reducing 
the Army lest Britain should suppose we were 
heartily tired of the war and could not bear the 
burdens of it. This argument he treated as ab- 
surd—punishing ourselves to no purpose. In re- 
gard to the different calculations as to the expense 
of a military force, he said it was probable they 
were all underrated ; that the calculation of the 
expense of an army was something like that of 
building a house ; when you have made your es- 


timate, you ought to double the estimate, which 


will then fall short of the actual expense. By 
all the direct and internal taxes, he said, the 
Government had not yet collected from the people 
five millions of dollars. The army proposed to 
be retained would cost more per year than had 
been actually collected from the people durin 
the late war. We ought, he said, now to loo 
forward, and not to look back; there had been 
more irritation and talking about “the enemy” 
to-day than there had been for almost a year dur- 
ing the war. Mr. P. made a few other remarks, 
going to show that the burdens on the people 
ought to be reduced as soon as possible, which 
would only be accomplished by an adequate re- 
duction of the Army. 

Mr. CALHOUN was more and more convinced 
of the inexpediency of breaking up at once our 
whole Military Establishment. Had they before 
them, he asked, or could they have at this session, 
the necessary estimates whereon to fix the Peace 
Establishment? If they had, there would prob- 
ably be little difference of opinion on the subject ; 
but they had not. Gentlemen had said, that to 
retain so —_ a force would imply a suspicion of 
the good faith of Great Britain in regard to the 
peace. His reply to that argument was, that, if 
the largest number now proposed beagreed to, we 
shall reduce our army to one-sixth of the amount 
of our War Establishment ; that is to say, from 
sixty to ten thousand men, and ultimately perhaps 
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from ten thousand to six. He rose now, howey- 
er, principally to reply to the argument that our 
ratification of the Treaty of Peace amounted to 
an abandonment to Great Britain of the right of 
impressment, &c.; to an abandonment of “free 
trade and sailors’ rights.” In the first place, he 
denied the position that this country had ever set 
up aclaim to the immunity of the flag. Wehad 
always been ready to make any arrangement by 
which our own seamen should be protected. Aj- 
though the Government perhaps ought to have 
done so, it never made it a point, that the flag 
should protect everything under it. It had said, 
however, that unless the flag did protect all sail- 
ing under it, it would be difficult to remedy the 
abuse of the search for persons. We offered the 
rule that the flag should protect the seamen, as 
one subject to modification, This Government 
had always been willing to make such reciprocal 
regulations as should in this respect secure to each 
nation its rights. The celebrated seamen’s bill, 
as it was generally called, was the result of a dis- 
position of this sort. We have denied the right 
of Great Britain to take any other than her own 
seamen; and have we made any stipulation, ex- 
press or implied, by which we yielded the right 
of our citizens to exemption from impressment 
by her authority? On the contrary, said Mr. C., 
I maintain that that right is sabstantially and for- 
ever fixed. We have exhibited, during this war, 
a power and an energy of character which will 
prevent any Power from hereafter finding it ex- 
pedient to take our or any other seamen from our 
decks. 

Mr. C. added, he had no doubt but Great 
Britain would be willing to guard against future 
collision on that subject, to enter into reciprocal 
arrangements which shall preclude hereafter any 
necessity or pretence for searching our merchant 
vessels for her seamen. There is no abandon- 
ment on our part, by the treaty, of any right. He 
had seen assertions to the contrary in newspapers; 
but he never expected to have heard it gravely 
said on this floor, that it would be something 
like a violation of the treaty if we should here- 
after resist the practice of impressment of our 
seamen. The war, Mr. C. said, had effected all 
its great objects. The British claim of impress- 
ment, which we resisted, ended with the Euro- 
pean war. It was a claim resulting froma state 
of war. That state ceasing, the operation of the 
claim ceased, and there was no necessity fora 
treaty stipulation against a claim which was ex- 
tinct. If war should again break out in Europe, 
and that claim be revived, (which he believed it 
would not,) we shall be ina better condition than 
ever to assert the rights of our citizens; though, 
he believed, we have made such an impression on 
the British nation, that it will never feel the same 
disposition hereafter that it has formerly evinced 
to encroach on our rights, which are now better 
secured than by paper or parchment stipulations. 
They are secured and settled by the vigor and 
energy of the American people, who will again 
be ready to draw the sword if Britain again en- 
croaches on our dearest rights. 
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Mr. Hanson, of Maryland, addressed the Chair | independent minds, and warp the strongest judg- 


as follows: aft a 

Mr. Speaker, it is because I am unwilling to 
consume much of the precious time of the House, 
at this late period of the session, that 1 rise with 
reluctance to reply to the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina,(Mr.Catuoun.) The Con- 
stitutional day for terminating the deliberations 
of this body is at hand; and a discussion, involv- 
ing a question of such magnitude as the Treaty 
of Peace, cannot be disposed of in the manner 
which all parties would desire. 

The reluctance I have expressed, is not meant 
as mere matter of form, by way of exordium. It 
is sincerely felt. But in avowing it, I must not 
be suspected of any disposition, from personal or 

litical motives, to avoid a discussion, which the 
‘ honorable gentleman appears to seek. I rejoiced 

with all my heart at the restoration of peace, and 
I should now rejoice at such a discussion of the 
provisions of the treaty as sooner or later must 
take place. Could I have my choice, I would 
choose this day for the discussion. I feel every 
disposition to communicate to my constituents 
the reflections naturally arising out of the new 
state of things which exists. When the proper 
moment does arrive, and the House consents to 
take up this question for full discussion, I shall 
hold myself in readiness to engage in it with the 
solemnity it requires, and to the extent of which 
I may be capable. It will still depend very much 
upon the prudence and discretion of gentlemen 
in the majority, whether the few remaining days 
of the session will be consumed in a debate, 
which by no means promises to be a very profit- 
able one to them. 

Already has the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina said enough to justify the few remarks I 
propose to offer in reply to his extraordinary as- 
sertions, and the strange and unexpected positions 
he has ventured to lay down. 

Before I enter upon the execution of the task I 
have assigned myself, it will be proper to notice, 
as first in order, the particular question of reducing 
the Military Establishment to the standard pro- 
posed, six thousand men. On this subject, I en- 
tirely concur in the opinion expressed by my 
friend next to me, (Mr. Grosvenor.) I agree 
with him, that it would be contrary to the dic- 
tates of prudence, and the best maxims of wisdom, 
regarded by all provident and well regulated Gov- 
ernments, to disarm the country in the present 
state of its affairs. l agree in the statesmanlike 
view he has concisely and eloquently taken of 
this subject. It would undoubtedly be impolitic 
and unsafe to cut down our Military Establish- 
ment to the peace standard, before Great Britain 
had complied with the provisions of the treaty, 
and restored the important military posts she now 
occupies within our territory. 1 am happy to 
find that opinion confirmed and corroborated by 
my experienced and worthy colleague who sits 
nearme,(Mr.Sruart.) He has given his opinion 
also, to the House, in the language of a soldier 
and a statesman, uninfluenced by those little 
party feelings which sometimes sway the most 


ments, 

In the vote I am prepared to give upon the pro- 
posed reduction of the Army, I am governed not 
atall by an apprehension that Great Britain is 
disposed to violate the treaty, or in bad faith to 
create any difficulties or delay in withdrawing 
her troops from our territory. But is it the part 
of a prudent and wise Government to repose en- 
tirely for its safety upon the honor and good faith 
of nations? While an inch of our territory is 
occupied by foreign troops, I can never consent 
to lay down our arms. It would be taking upon 
myself a responsibility which I could neither jus- 
tify to my own conscience, my constituents, or 
my country. sernaaly, I do not contemplate 
imposing upon the people the burden of a Military 
War Establishment in a time of peace. I know 
my duty, and understand the feelings of the people 
too well to contract the danger of a political error 
so unpardonable. I entertain nosuch design. All 
I ask is, that Fort Niagara be restored, that Cas- 
tine be evacuated, before I will give my vote to 
reduce the Army below ten thousand men. The 
present War Establishment, authorized by law, 
exceeds sixty thousand men. I am ready at once 
to lop off five-sixths of the Army. I join gentle- 
men in voting to-day to dismiss fifty thousand; 
but further I cannot go consistently with my 
ideas of prudence, and a just sense of the obliga- 
tions imposed upon me by my situation. On our 
Northern border, the late enemy presents a formi- 
dable force. From the best information, he is 
twenty thousand strong, with at least five thou- 
sand well disciplined militia co-operating with 
this powerful veteran army. Will the people 
agree, would it comport with the dignity and 
character of a Government deserving the respect 
of foreign nations, and the confidence of its own 
people, entirely to disarm itself immediately upon 
the ratification of a treaty, and under circum- 
stances known to exist in thiscountry ? We first 
catch at the treaty with the ravenous avidity of a 
condemned malehiatin accepting a reprieve with 
a halter around his neck. It is ratified almost 
without deliberation, as though it were predeter- 
mined to take it, “sight unseen,” be its provisions 
ever so humiliating and derogatory to an inde- 
pendent nation. Then we disband our Army, 
strip ourselves of all defence, while foreign troops 
are still in the occupation of important military 
posts. Is this the conduct to be looked for from 
an exalted Government, intrusted with the con- 
servatory power of a free and high minded-people? 
What can be more unwise, more undignified ? 
What better calculated to draw down on both the 
contempt and derision of foreign nations? Our 
national character may already be sunk extremely 
low, but the popular course, as it is deemed, pro- 

osed now to be pursued, will sink it still lower— 

ower than the bitterest enemy of the Adminis- 
tration can desire to see it sunk. 

I stand not here, sir, the supporter of large 
standing armies in time of peace. But unpopular 
as the vote may be considered, I am ready to en- 
counter the odium of preserving a commanding 
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attitude, until the relations of peace are perfectly 
restored, and each party reassumes its posture be- 
fore the war. I will not allow invert to doubt, 
for a moment, what would be the determination 
of the minority if the reins of Government were 
in their hands, and they were responsible for the 
character and safety of the country. I have only 
to refer to their known principles, and the politi- 
cal maxims by which they have always been 
governed, to he tte the policy which would 
prevail at such a moment and under existing cir- 
cumstances. 

My honorable friend before me, (Mr. Strock- 
wea. upon whose opinion I am in the habit of 
relying almost implicitly, from his known strength 
of judgment, purity, and disinterestedness, ac- 
knowledges himself to be influenced by the threat- 
ening declarations of some gentlemen over the 
way, who look to a renewal of hostilities with 
England. He says, he is alarmed by declarations 
of the kind, proceeding from such high authority. 
For my part, sir, I am influenced by no such 
feelings. There is nothing in these warlike men- 
aces which at all disturbs my mind. The hon- 
orable gentleman attaches too much importance 
to the airy, inconsiderate, idle declarations that 
proceed from some gentlemen, who fancy them- 
selves as filling, on this floor, the stations of Lords 
es and Liverpool, or the Chancellor in 
the British Parliament. So far from seeing in 
this vaporing declamation real cause of alarm, to 
use a vulgar figure, I should just as soon expect a 
scalded cat to jump into a cauldron of boiling 
water as to suspect this Administration of a de- 
sign to plunge the country into another war with 
England. The gentleman from New Jersey may 
rest assured the intentions of the majority are 
quite as innocent as their declarations. An indi- 
vidual who has got disgracefully out of a quarrel, 
may, in charity, be allowed the consolation and 
relief to be derived from a courageous threat to 
renew the conflict. In private life, these instances 
are quite common, and they generally end with 
the threat. I will abstain from the remarks which 
belong to this subject, and proceed to reply to the 
gentleman from South Carolina. 

I begin, sir, by acknowledging myself to be en- 
tirely at a loss for the proper language in which 
to express my amazement at the principles he has 
laid down, and the positions he has taken. In 
these, not all the gentleman’s ingenuity, great as 
it is known and admitted to be, can sustain him. 

He says, we have neither abandoned nor im- 
— any claim for which the war was declared, 

y accepting a treaty which is silent as to those 
claims. He contends that the question of im- 
pressment, as a claim, remains where it was before 
the war. With his accustomed confidence and 
boldness, he asserts that the claim of this Govern- 
ment was the protection of its own seamen; and 
he denies, unequivocally, that we ever contended 
for “the immunity of our flag,” while the British 
set up the right to impress our seamen. 

The gentleman’s first position involves an im- 
portant principle of public law. If there were 
any variance among the most approved writers 
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on the law of nations on this point, still jit js 
in my power to refer to the high authority of 
the gentleman himself to settle the question be. 
tween us. 

The position I contend for is this: Impress. 
ment being assigned as a principal cause of war, 
both in the Message of the President recommend- 
ing war, and the celebrated manifesto promul- 
gated by the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
and a Treaty of Peace having been ratified, in 
which no provision whatever is made for this 
claim, it is ipso facto abandoned, and war cannot 
be renewed for the same cause. The broad prin- 
ciple laid down by Vattel, and controverted by no 
public writer, supports my position. “A Treaty 

of Peace,” says this writer, “abolishes the subject 
‘of the war, and prohibits the taking up arms 
‘again for the same cause.” As far, then, as im- 
pressment was a cause of war, it is abolished by 
the Treaty of Peace, and we are precluded by our 
own act from taking up arms again for the same 
cause. But the gentleman o~ this principle 
of public law with disdain. He is still resolved 
never to relinquish theclaim of impressment. He 
will cling to it because of its justice, and because 
the law is on his side. 

Upon the question of law, the gentleman’s 
opinion has undergone a material change since 
the year 1813. I have fortunately found, on the 
records of the House, the gentleman’s opinion in 
writing, drawn up after mature deliberation, and 


gravely pronounced by him in a report, as chair- 


man of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The position assumed in this report was recog- 
nised and adopted by the House, —— laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. It is now 
matter of record; and, from that record, the pas- 
sage I propose to read is in the following words: 


“The impressment of our seamen being deservedly 
considered a principal cause of the war, the war ought 
to be prosecuted until that cause is removed. T'o ap- 
oe to arms in defence of a right, and to lay them 

own without securing it, or a satisfactory evidence of 
a good disposition in the opposite party to secure it, 
would be considered in no other light than a relinquish- 
ment of it. To attempt to negotiate afterwards for the 
security of such right, in the expectation that any of 
the arguments that had been urged befure the declara- 
tion of war, and been rejected, would have more weight 
after that experiment had been made in vain, would be 
an act of folly, which would expose us to the scorn and 
derision of the British nation and the whole world.” 


In defence of their pretension upon this ques- 
tion of impressment, the party in power appealed 
to arms; and I call on them to deny, if they cap, 
that they have laid down their arms without se- 
curing the right contended for. According to 
their own view of the subject, as set forth in the 
report of their committee, have they not relin- 
quished the claim? It is not a circumstance too 
trivial to repeat, that the gentleman who now 
finds it convenient to deny and combat the doc- 
trines and principles contained in the report of 
the committee, was himself chairman of that 
committee. Unless, as is frequently the case with 
these chairman of standing committees, he acted 
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as the mere amanuensis or scribe of the Execu- 
tive, the report proceeded from his own pen. It 
js at least excusable, therefore, thus to brush up 
the gentleman’s recollection, by referring to his 
former opinions. His memory must be exceed- 
ingly treacherous, to require any correction upon 
a point so material, and on which he had so lately 


given @ = opinion. 
Does — deny that he was the chair- 
man of the Committee of Foreign Relations when 

this report was made to the House? From his 

silence, we must infer this point at least is con- 

ceded. If it were not, the Journal of the House 

is at hand, and would as readily settle this differ- 

ence as the report itself settled the other point in 

dispute. Nor does the gentleman deny that the 

extract read contains the opinion entertained by 

him, at the time the report was made. The diffi- 

culty and embarrassment of the gentleman’s situ- 

ation must occur to him, as it is certainly obvious 

to the House. Is it not manifest that he was 

guilty, at the time of making the famous war re- 

port, of imposing false principles of public law 

upon the credulity of his supporters; or he now 

renounces and abjures his own sound doctrines 

because it is convenient, party purposes requiring 
it? The gentleman’s situation is by no means 

enviable. Take which alternative he may, there 

stands the difficulty staring him in the face. Turn 

which way he will, his difficulty fronts him. It 
is his own fault, not mine, that his embarrass- 
ment is such as I have described. 

I contend, sir, that the gentleman’s opinion, as 
deliberately formed, and gravely expressed, in 
1813, is more to be respected than a contradictory 
opinion now hastily pronounced in debate, when 
he finds himself rather closely pressed in argu- 
ment, and is disposed to extricate himself in the 
readiest way he can. A denial or a round asser- 
tion is the usual recourse of some gentlemen, when 
reduced to such straights. Custom may famil- 
iarize the practice, and make it venial in the 
vulgar estimate, but I neither choose to be guilty 
of it myself, nor overlook it when resorted to by 
others. 

I trust, sir, the gentleman’s first position is dis- 
posed of to the satisfaction of the House. I pro- 
ceed to notice his second, to wit, “ that we did not 
take up arms to secure the immunity of our flag, 
but to defend our own seamen.” Here again I 
have occasion to correct the gentleman’s memory. 
I must refer him to an extract or two, from the 
public documents, which I have fortunately laid 
my hands on since the gentleman took the floor. 
In the letter of instructions sent to our Ministers, 
appointed to negotiate under the mediation of 
Russia, dated April 15th, 1813, he may fiad this 
passage: “I have to repeat, that the great object 
you have to secure, in regard to impressment, is 
that the flag shall protect the crew.” 

What other meaning can the ingenious gentle- 
man attach to this instruction, than the securing 
the immunity of our flag, as relates to the erew ? 
The flag was to protect all the crew, consist it of 
British subjects, deserters, or who not. Our claim 
then went beyond the protection of our own sea- 
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men. It extended to the whole crew, whether 
enemies or British deserters. The gentleman will 
concede this point, unless his own authority is 
considered higher than the Secretary of State’s. 

The same instruction referred to is still more 
explicit, in another part of it, upon the same 
point. Mr. Monroe continues, “ your first duty is 
‘to conclude a peace with Great Britain; and 
‘ you are authorized to do it, in case you obtain a 
‘ satisfactory stipulation against impressment— 
‘ one which will secure, under our flag, protection 
‘to the crew.” 

Language cannot be plainer. Provided a stip- 
ulation can be obtained by which the crew of our 
merchant vessels, of whatever description, shall 
be protected from impressment, you may conclude 
a peace, but not otherwise. To say nothing of 
making our claim upon the subject of impress- 
ment a sine qua non, and then abandoning it, (for 
it is not my present purpose to take that view of 
the question,) what other meaning can be given 
to this instruction, but that our flag should be free 
and inviolate as regarded the crew. 

In a subsequent instruction to our Ministers at 
Gottenburg, of 28th January, 1814, Mr. Monroe 
says: “On impressment, as to the right of the 
* United States to be exempted from it, I have 
‘nothing new to add. The sentiments of the 
‘ President have undergone no change on that 
‘ important subject. This degrading practice must 
‘cease. Our flag must protect the crew, or the 
‘United States cannot consider themselves an 
‘ independent nation.” 

Yet the gentleman says, we went not to war 
for the immunity of our flag; all we contended 
for, was the protection under our flag of Ameri- 
can seamen. It would really appear as if the 
gentleman was totally ignorant of the correspoa- 
dence with our Ministers abroad, and with foreign 
Governments, or if he ever read the public docu- 
ments, that he has entirely forgotten them. It is 
impossible, otherwise he would have ventured on 
such an assertion, being aware of the facility with 
which he could be answered. 

To place in a still clearer light, if possible, the 
claim of our Government, I must refer again to 
documentary evidence. In a letter to Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, dated 24th August, 1812, Mr. Russell 
states his authority to stipulate an armistice with 
Great Britain, “on condition that the Orders in 
“Council be repealed, and no illegal blockades be 
‘ substituted to them, and that orders be imme- 
‘ diately given to discontinue the impressmeat of 
‘persons from American vessels, and to restore 
‘the citizens of the United States already im- 
* pressed.” 

In other words, the United States is to be ex- 
empted from impressment. All “ persons,” ene- 
mies of the belligerent, British deserters, fugitives 
from justice, traitors, or no matter who, all per- 
sons were to be protected by our flag. The flag 
was to cover the crew. 

The same ground is taken, in rejecting the ar- 
mistice made by Governor Prevost and General 
Dearborn. The same ground is taken in refusing 
to make an armistice with Admiral Warren; and, 
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until to-day, I never heard it denied that the pre- 
tension set-up by this Administration and its sup- 
rters was what I have proved it to be. To do 
ull justice to the subject, it would be necessary 
to consult the documents as far back as the nego- 
tiation between Mr. Monroe and Lords Auckland 
and Holland. 

The gentleman has also contended, that the 
British claim of impressment was to take Amer- 
ican seamen, and that the resistance of this usur- 

ation and outrage constituted the strength and 
justice of our cause. I deny, sir, that any such 
claim was ever set up by Great Britain; and I do 
not propose to meet the assertion by a bere denial 
on my own part, or on the part of Great Britain, 
who has repeatedly disclaimed any such preten- 
sion. I propose to meet it with an authority 
which this House will consider much higher than 
either. In a letter from Colonel Monroe to Ad- 
miral Warren, October 27th, 1812, I have found 
this passage, “The claim of the British Govern- 
ment is to take from the merchant vessels of other 
countries British subjects.” 

Without disgracing his office, and implicating 
the character of his Government for veracity, the 
Secretary of State could not allege that any other 
claim had ever been set up by Great Britain, but 
to seize her own subjects when found on board 
neutral vessels. That, in the exercise of this right 
of impressing her own subjects, great, shameful, 
and unsufferable abuses were frequently commit- 
ted, is not disputed and was never denied. But 
what I aim to establish is, that the British claim 
never went beyond the impressment of the sub- 
jects of Great Britain. Our claim was to protect 
British subjects sailing under our flag. We iden- 
tified the dearest rights of the people and the na- 
tional independence with this claim. “The flag 
must protect the crew, or the United States can- 
not consider themselves an independent nation.” 
Our very independence is staked for the protection 
of foreign fugitives. The issue was predicted. 
It is now matter of history. 

I flatter myself it has been shown, from au- 
thority to which the honorable gentleman will 
bow, that his notions about the opposite claims 
of the two countries are altogether fanciful and 
erroneous. I have before established, upon his 
own authority, that a Treaty of Peace which does 
not secure the right for which the war was de- 
clared, operates its abandonment, or to use his 
own words, its “ relinquishment.” 

Knowing the general desire of the House to 
— to the next session an inquiry into the 
oss and gain by the war, and the provisions of 
the Treaty of Peace, I shall not cross its wishes 
by commencing the discussion. The extraordi- 
nary course taken in debate by the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina, required at least 
as much as I have said. I would have him know, 
that I am not desirous of avoiding a full discus- 
sion of the treaty and all the topics connected 
with it. If there are but few on either side of 
the House who think the discussion should be 
brought on this session, and gone through thor- 
oughly, Iam one of the few who thought from 
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the first, and still think, it should take place jf 
possible. The people look for it; they have a 
right to expect it. I am anxious to gratify them, 
For allow me to say on this question, the Execy- 
tive is vulnerable at every point. An inveterate 
opponent of the Administration would select this 
as the choicest opportunity to gratify the most 
splenetic resentment against them. Therefore, 
on this side of the House no suspicion will be 
cast, certainly, by the gentleman, of an unvwil- 
lingness to meet the question in any shape and at 
= time. 
efore I sit down, sir, I beg leave to express the 
deep concern I feel at differing with so large a 
majority of my political friends. Conscious rec. 
titude, and a perfect conviction of the correctness 
of the view which mature reflection has given 
the subject to my mind, has left me no choice but 
to separate in the present vote. The more I ex- 
amine the question, the more confirmed am | in 
the opinion that it would be undignified, unwise, 
and unsafe to disarm the country before the for- 
eign troops are withdrawn from our territory. 
Instead of presuming entirely upon the good faith 
of any nation, it is the part of a provident, wise, 
and well regulated Government to act upon the 
contrary presumption. I agree with gentlemen, 
the country is much exhausted, and a system of 
rigid economy and frugality will be necessary to 
recover and invigorate its resources. Our means 
have been squandered, shamefully wasted, to a 
degree exciting very just anxiety and alarm, but 
I still hope we are not reduced so low that a re- 
spectable force cannot be maintained for a few 
months more, until our territory shall have been 
cleared of foreign troops, and the military posts 
in his possession restored. Not, sir, that I seri- 
ously apprehend any difficulty in the fulfilment 
in good faith, by both parties, of all the provisions 
of the treaty; but I am compelled to vote in the 
present case as I would were my friends in power, 
and responsible for the due administration of the 
Government, and the safety of the country. | 
consider the majority, in this instance, as acting 
according to the wisest political maxims, and 
upon Federal principles. I will not, therefore, 
vote against the measure because it is their mea- 
sure. I will not enter the lists in a race for pop- 
ularity, in opposition to what may be the best 
interests of the country. My friends will engage 
in no such contest. Itis to be feared, however, 
that the votes of many of the majority, who have 
declared in favor of disarming the country at 
once, are influenced bya desire to propitiate pop- 
ular favor. But it must be the better opinion, 
that the wise and reflecting portion of the people 
will prefer our preserving a respectable state of 
defence until all danger has disappeared. They 
will consider the slight additional expense of 
maintaining a few thousand troops, more than 
necessary in a time of peace, as nothing compared 
with the enormous burdens which a continuance 
or a renewal of the war would render necessary. 
In the other branch of the Legislature, I learn with 
pleasure there prevails an unusual unanimity in 
favor of the course I have presumed to defend. I 
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entertain a hope it will be the course adopted. 
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the clamor rung from one end of the country to 


It has prudence and dignity on its side; it has| the other. Any one who adverted to the very 


the example of all nations on its side. For there 
never was an instance of a wise and well regu- 
Jated Government laying down its arms imme- 
diately on the ratification of a Treaty of Peace, 
under the circumstances described and known to 
exist in the present case. I hope the blank will 
be filled with at least ten thousand men. 

Mr. Catuoun again rose. Nothing, he said, 
was more easy, than by taking detached parts of 
papers, and omitting to take circumstances into 
view, entirely to misrepresent any question. If 
the gentleman last up, who had quoted a part of 
the instructions to our Ministers, had read a little 
more of that report, he would have perceived the 
gross error of the construction he had put upon 
it; for he would have found that our Ministers 
were authorized to have made a treaty, contain- 
ing a stipulation respecting impressment, to ter- 
minate at the conclusion of a peace in Europe; 
the object being to guard against the possible 
continuance of the practice of impressment dur- 
ing the war in Europe. He would have fur- 
ther seen, that the necessity for such a stipula- 
tion ceased. What, said Mr. C., was the injury 
which we complained of, and what was the claim 
of the enemy? The claim of the enemy was, that 
he had a right, in time of war, to enter on board 
American (neutral) vessels, and to judge who 
were American and who British seamen, and to 
take therefrom whomsoever he thought proper. 
What was the ground of complaint on our side ? 
That the enemy, in the exercise of this pretended 
right, frequently took American seamen, to the 
detriment of the commerce, and deprivation of 
the personal liberty of American citizens. At 
the time those instructions were expedited to our 
Ministers there was a war raging in Europe, which 
no gentleman then pretended to think would 
come to a termination in many years. It appear- 
ed to be a contest which would endure for a series 
of years, having already, with little intermission, 
lasted twenty years. Those statements, and those 
instructions, a part of which had been quoted, 
were then given, respecting the question of im- 
pressment, as springingjout of a state of war; and 
it was at that time the report was made to this 
House, proclaiming the necessity of unceasing 
resistance of so grievous an injury. That state 
of war, Mr. C. continued, having ceased, and with 
it the evil of impressment, there was no necessity 
to continue the war on that account; and, had we 
continued the war on that account, what then 
would have been the language of the gentleman 
and his friends? That statesmen go to war for 
practical injuries; that, as Great Britain never 
impresses in time of peace in Europe, in the pres- 
ent state of things to have continued the war on 
that ground, would have been fighting to resist a 
speculative claim, on the part of the British Gov- 
ernment, which in practice had ceased. To have 
done so would have been unwise, and would have 
met the severest reprobation of the gentlemen on 
that side of the House. Everybody who heard 


him knew,'Mr. C. said, that such would have been 


document, of which the gentleman had read a 
part, would find his whole argument answered 
by it, (taking in connexion with it the cireum- 
stances of the world,) as completely and demon- 
strably as any proposition in Euclid. The idea 
that we had relinquished our right in this respect, 
because it was not recited in the Treaty, was, in 
his opinion, preposterous. It could not be main- 
tained by the semblance of an argument. It is 
not at all affected by it, unless that it is fortified 
by the events of the present war, and the spirit 
with which it has been waged, which will prob- 
ably make foreign Powers more careful of invad- 
ing our rights. The benefit of the claim to Brit- 
ain can never compensate for the injury she might 
sustain by provoking us to war in resistance of it, 
and in defence of the personal liberty of the citi- 
zens. In the late war this nation has acquired a 
character which will secure respect to its rights. 
If everan American citizen should be forcibly 
impressed, Mr. C. said, he should be ready again 
to draw the sword in his defence; and no Gov- 
ernment could prosper that would, with impuni- 
ty, permit such a damnable violation of the per- 
sonal rights of its citizens. Government itself is 
only protection; and they cannot be separated. 
[ feel pleasure and pride, said Mr. C., in being 
able to say, that I am of a party which drew the 
sword on this question, and succeeded in the con- 
test; for, to all practical purposes, we have 
achieved complete success. 
Mr. Kina, of Massachusetts, spoke as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, I regret to consume, on this sub- 
ject, even a few moments of the remainder of the 
session ; so pressing and important is the business 
which ought to engage our attention. But it 
does appear to me, that in the wide range which 
gentlemen have taken, they have lost sight of the 
object and provisions of the bill. It is to fix the 
Military Peace Establishment of the United 
States, and has no relation to our connexion with 
foreign nations, or even to the position and in- 
tentions ofourlateenemy. All arguments, there- 
fore, drawn from these considerations, or sources, 
are entirely out of place. But suppose further 
danger was to be apprehended from your late 
enemy,orfrom Spain, or any other Power, does 
not the fifth section of the bill leave it disere- 
tionary with the President, whether to disband 
your regular army, on the first day of April next, 
or not? Should circumstances render it neces- 
| sary, in his opinion, you give him the power, 
| however improperly, to retain the whole of your 
present army. And there can be no doubt of his 
disposition to do it, whether warranted by cir- 
cumstances or not. The power of wielding sixty 
thousand swords, or of turning sixty thousand 
| bayonets against his foreign or domestic foes, 
possesses infinite charms for him, and the patron- 
age which they confer is all-important, the vital 
principle, to him, and most profitable to his 
friends. 
Sir, when I came to the House this morning 
and saw a flock of Executive birds, of ill omen, 
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fluttering round the Hall, I expected a war breeze 
—I expected that Executive influence would be 
extended to the utmost to fix your Peace Estab- 
lishment as high as possible. These ominous, 
ill-fated birds, are never on the wing but a storm, 
destructive of some important interest of the 
people, immediately follows. A regular force of 
six thousand men, nearly double the number of 
your former Peace Establishment, are as many 
as ought to be retained, for any and every bene- 
ficial pert: indeed are more than can be in- 
trusted with the present abusers of power, with 
safety to the people. 

Mr. Speaker, on the subject of the peace, and 
the events and progress of the late war, relative 
to which so much has here been said, I would 
observe, that neither foreign nations, nor our own, 
will judge thereof by your harangues here, or 
even by he deceptive Message of your President. 
No, sir, they have read in your declaration of war 
the alleged causes thereof, and will look into the 
Treaty of Peace to see what you have gained— 
they will there see that not one of the objects for 
which you went to war, has been secured or ob- 
tained. That even the point of honor rests with 

our late enemy, with the possession of Moose 

sland. Your own Envoys having very wisely 
submitted to commissioners, whether a part of 
your own territory and inhabitants belong to you 
or not, 

Administration should not deceive themselves 
by the enthusiastic expression of unbounded joy, 
on the return of the blessing of peace—a joy which 
has spread like lightning through our country, 
electrifying our citizens, and is echoed, and re- 
echoed, and echoed again, from Maine to Louisi- 
ana. Its peals are still heard, like remote thunder, 
in the extremes of our nation. It implies the se- 
verest censures on, and I devoutly hope and believe, 
will seal the doom of this worthless Administra- 
tion. It is not in commendation of the terms of 

ace; because it burst forth spontaneously, be- 
ore those terms were known. Yes, sir, it implies 
an Utter detestation and abhorrence of your war; 
and of war men and war measures. es, sir, an 
abhorrence of a war, from which the survivors 
rejoice to have escaped with their lives, and with 
the miserable remnants of their property, before 
you had completed the ruin of your country. 

But mistake me not, sir, most cordially do I 
unite with honorable gentlemen on this floor, and 
with all my fellow-citizens, in mutual congratu- 
lations on the return of peace; already our be- 
loved country is saved from further danger and 
desolation—most cordially do I join with honora- 
ble gentiemen here, in voting thanks, and monu- 
ments, and swords, and medals, to the brave 
defenders of the country by sea or land ; in wreath- 
ing for them the laurels of immortality; and in 
every other testimonial of national gratitude to 
those who have preserved America from the power 
and strength of our late enemy, and from the 
wickedness and folly of our ralers. But, sir, in 
all this, there is nothing to console the wicked 
Administration ; unless, like the foolish bird, they 
decorate their disgraced body with the plumage 
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of others. Notwithstanding the truth, others 
might presume from the language of gentlemep 
this day, that they had beaten their late enemy 
at all points, had indeed conquered him in the 
cabinet, and in the field, and had emerged from 
the horrors of this war, covered with glory. Yes. 
sir, that glory, like the all-extended manile of 
charity, had covered the multitude of their political 
sins. But where are we to look for this glory 2 
Is it mounted on the shoulders of your officers 
(who swarm our streets) in the pretty form of 
epaulettes, right and left ; or in the ruins of your 
Capitol ? In the heroic attacks of our warriors; 
or in the precipitate and disgraceful flight of your 
President, your Constitutional Commander-in- 
Chief, from the unfought field at Bladensburg? 
In the numerous and splendid victories of our 

allant “ ocean warriors ;” or in the wreck of pub- 
ic credit, and in the loss of thirty thousand brave 
Americans, and of one hundred and fifty million 
of treasure, sacrificed in your late ruinous war. 
In these scenes we find no glory for the Adminis- 
tration. 


Accompany me next, to the cottages of the 
poor, and to the palaces of those who once were 
rich, for your war, like pale Death, as described 
by the elegant Latin poet, ‘ equo pulsat pede pau- 
perum tabernas reguinque turres,” Yes, sir, war, 


“ With impartial fate, 
Knocks at the cottage and the palace gate.”’ 

Enter with me these dwellings of wretchedness ; 
inquire of the ten thousand widows made such 
by your war, there found, if glory will compen- 
sate for the loss of everything dear to their hearts; 
ask the twice ten thousand fatherless children or- 
phaned by your war, if glory will give them bread, 
when they cry therefor, or clothes when naked, or 
instruction or restore to them the endearing rela- 
tion of father! No, sir,no; they are thrown des- 
titute and helpless upon “the mercy of a rude 
world, which must forever hide them,” and will 
be taught to lisp in curses, the name of Madison, 
and Madison’s war. Foilow me to your various 
encampments, visit with me your numerous fields 
of battle, and of blood, and cry glory, glory. 
over the mouldering remains of thirty thousand 
slaughtered, murdered American citizens, vic- 
tims to your ambition and folly ; and see if it will 
re-animate, and restore them to their country and 
their friends. No, sir, no—their accusing spirits 
have ascended to their God, and their blood will 
be required at your hands. Cry, glory, glory, to 
your destroyed public creditors, and see if it will 
drown their clamors, or satisfy their demands, or 
fill the empty vaults of your Treasury. If your 
glory can do none of these things, it is of no na- 
tional importance, “tis air, a mere ’scutcheon ;” 
when weighed against our loss—the mere dust of 
the balance. 

Sir, as to this pee fervently pray God, it 
may be perpetual! As to the treaty, whatever 
may be its terms, and I grant they are humilia- 
ting—since it is ratified—fulfil it with the most 
scrupulous good faith, extend to your late enemy 
a generous confidence, in advance; you will lose 
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. tensions with which the negotiations at Ghent 


- which it was conducted, and its extraordinary 
| termination, connected with the then recent ex- 


» cumstance, not yet brought into view, which de- 


| Her ambition is an adder always coiled, whose 


pine can live in security in community with the 
serpent; the unarmed stag dies by its venomed 
13th Con, 3d Sess.—40 


1049 HISTORY OF 


Fesrvary, 1815, 








nothing by your magnanimity, though you may 
everything by your enmity and distrust; reduce 
our army immediately to the lowest Peace Es- 
tablishment—the American people will not main- 
tain a standing army, to gratify the pride and 
ambition of any man; curtail your enormous ex- 
penses, by the most rigid economy, and thus relieve 
the people from some of the grievous burdens, 
which your war,and your madness, and your 
folly, have imposed upon them. As to the fears 
retended to be entertained by some of the ma- 
jority, of further hostile designs, meditated by 
your late enemy, or by any other nation; they 
are in vain; against them, I will point to the 
brave yeomanry of our country, and be silent. 
Mr. Forsyta explained a remark which had 
not been correctly understood by the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. Srockron.) In calling 
the Treaty of Peace a suspension of hostilities, he 
had no allusion to the disposition or wishes of 
the American Government. This Government 
desires nothing but the peaceful enjoyment of its 
rights, and there is no danger of a resort to hos- 
tilities on our part if these are not invaded. [t 
was in reference to the probable policy and in- 
tention of Great Britain, as indicated by the pre- 


were commenced—the ungracious manner in 


pedition to the Mississippi. There was one cir- 
served notice, as another proof of the spirit of 
that Government to this country: the choice of 
the Secretary of Legation at Ghent, and the bear- 
ing of the olive branch to the United States. 
The man of all others in the Empire of Britain, 
who was chosen to perform this office, was one 
who had smuggled himself out of the United 
States, in consequence of a criminal prosecution 
commenced, or about to be commenced against 
him for violating the laws of the country, by 
whose hospitality he was protected. No man 
can calmly examine all the circumstances under 
which it was made, without feeling that the coals 
of hostility are still red beneath this treaty. A 
single breath of pride, interest, or ambition, will 
rekindle the smothered fire, and this instrument 
will be reduced to ashes by its ascending flame. 
It is to guard against the possible, the probable 
danger, that he was opposed to this reduction, at 
least until the season of danger is past; it was to 
deprive pride, interest, and ambition, of the hope 
of gratification, that he wished the armor of de- 
fence and offence to be for a short time retained. 
Is the danger imaginary? Have these powerful 
incentives to human action ceased to produce 
their wonted effects? Pride and interest are still 
the master-springs of the movements of Britain. 


fiery eye is eternally fixed upon its object; who 
Watches with incessant anxiety for the moment 
of fatal security, when she can strike her poisoned 
tooth into the bosom of the victim. The poreu- 
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bite. To the course he wished pursued, he had 
heard but one objection—the expense ; the neces- 
sity of lessening the public burdens, of diminish- 
ing the taxes, by which the people were ground 
to the earth. And this objection is urged before 
the taxes were felt or complained of. The people 
do not wish a diminution of these burdens, if it 
cannot be effected without endangering their 
country. They have been at all times more 
willing to pay the price of security and honor 
than we have been to ask it at their hands. He 
had hoped that the spirit of narrow calculation, 


falsely styled economy, whose contracted view 


was fixed upon present expense, and was incapa- 
ble of enlarging it to permanent and eventual ad- 
vantage, had been laid forever by the powerful 
exorcisms of reason and experience. It would 
seem, however, that it had been only lulled by 
the presence of a more powerful demon. Since 
the potent spell of necessity had been broken, the 
troubled spirit of petty calculation was again 
awakened to vex the counsels and destroy the 
best hopes of the country. 

Mr. Pickertne made a few additional remarks. 
In regard to the inference drawn from the selec- 
tion of the bearer of the treaty, he said that he 
was unacquainted with the fact to which the 
gentleman referred. Mr. Baker appeared to have 
been the sole Secretary of the Commissioners at 
Ghent; one of the several secretaries attached to 
our commission was selected to bring the treaty, 
and the secretary of that commission was very 
naturally selected by the British Government to 
bring the treaty, without particular reference to 
him personally. So that no argument whatever 
would fairly be drawa from that appointment. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, said that no one es- 
timated more highly the value of time at this 
moment, and none more regretted than he did 
that the honorable gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. Srocxtron) had thought proper to throw 
the firebrand of discord into the House on this 
question; but Mr. J. said he could not, consist- 
ently with a sense of duty, refrain from answer- 
ing some of the remarks which had been made. 
Mr. J. proceeded to reply to some of the argu- 
ments drawn from the documents; and expressed 
his astonishment that those should now object to 
the peace, because the treaty contained no stipu- 
lation against a renewal of the practice of im- 
pressment, who had been willing to withdraw 
the declaration of war before the practice had 
ceased. In regard to the treaty, he said, it could 
not be expected that a Treaty of Peace could 
contain all the stipulations necessary to be en- 
tered into between nations who had just termi- 
nated a war. The treaty of Mr. Jay, for instance, 
was little more than a supplement, not a substi- 
tute to the Treaty of Peace of 1783. In the case 
of the late peace in Europe, the Treaty of Paris 
contained merely a provision that there should be 
peace, and other questions of territory and right 
were reserved for further negotiation; which ne- 
gotiation was in train at Vienna, where questions 
of the highest importance were now agitated be- 
tween those nations who had been parties to the 
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peace. If our treaty is silent on the subject of 
the fisheries, it is also silent on a question equally 
important to Britain as the fisheries are to us— 
the right to a free intercourse with our Indian 
tribes. The right of searching our vessels, to 
which is charged against the treaty that it con- 
tains no limitation, is a belligerent power merely ; 
and in time of peace no pretension is set up to it 
on the part of the British. It had been said it 
was too late now to talk about blockades; nor 
was it necessary, Mr. J. said, when the practice 
of blockade had ceased; and no one pretended 
that the practice was justifiable on the ground of 
right or public law. Mr. J. demonstrated by 
facts and reasoning, that the United States had 
at all times been willing to conclude a treaty 
when the practice of impressment should cease 
on the part of the British. No right is yet ceded 
by the treaty ;sand every assertion to the contrary 
is incorrect. Mr. J. spoke at some length, and 
would have gone more fully into the subject but 
for the lateness of the hour. 

Mr. Srocxton spoke in explanation, and in 
support of his position, that the rights asserted by 
us, and not recognised in the treaty, were thereby 
yielded. 

Mr. Eppes rose to reply to the position which 
had been laid down by Mr. Srocxron, in regard 
to the common law, respecting treaties. If the 
war in Europe continued, and the practice of im- 
pressment also continued, at the time the treaty 
was concluded, the argument of the gentleman 
from New Jersey would have been irresistible. 
But the facts are the very reverse. Before the 
conclusion of the treaty the practice had ceased ; 
it no longer had existence. The abandonment 
by the United States can in no way be construed 
to embrace any other practices and claims than 
those that are actually in existence. If the gen- 
dleman’s position was correct, it applied with 
equal force to the opposite side of the question ; 
and the gentleman would hardly contend that 
Britain has forever abandoned her right to block- 
ade an aay ope, or impress her own citizens 
during war. hat, in fact, are the circum- 
stances? Great Britain claimed a right to im- 

our seamen, and to establish illimitable 
lockades. We resisted both pretensions. In the 
mean time, before a peace, circumstances occur 
which make them both useless to her, and both 
are withdrawn by Great Britain. As the war 
was commenced by us to resist, and by Great 
Britain to enforce those pretensions, the conclu- 
sion, if any, irresistibly follows, that that and not 
this Government had abandoned its claims. 

Mr. Grosvenor said, en t, that either 
he or the gentleman from Virginia had totally 
mistaken the principles of national law. 

The question on the reduction was then taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows : 

Yxeas—Messrs. Alston, Avery, Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, 
Brown, Burwell, Caperton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, 
Clopton, Cox, Crouch, Culpeper, Davenport, Davis of 
Pennsylvania, Desha, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, 
Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, Hale, Harris, 


Military Peace Establishment. 


Fepruary, 1815. 


Henderson, Hungerford, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode 
Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Maryland, 
King of Massachusetts, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lyle, 
Macon, Montgomery, Moseley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pick. 
ering, Piper, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, Roane, Rug. 
gles, Schureman, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slay- 
maker, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Sturges, Taggart, 
Thompson, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Williams, and Wilson of Massachy. 
setts—75. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barbour, Bard, 
Barnett, Bines, Butler, Calhoun, Comstock, Condict, 
Crawford, Creighton, Cuthbert, Duvall, Fisk of Ver. 
mont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Irwin, Kerr, Kershaw, Lefferts, Lowndes, McCoy, 
McKim, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Parker, 
Pickens, Pleasants, William Reed, Rea of Pennsy). 
vania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Robertson, 
Sage, Sevier, Seybert, Smith of New York, Smith of 
Virginia, Stuart, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, Troup, 
Udree, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, Wright, and 
Yancey—65, 


The residue of the said amendments of the 
Committee of the Whole were then again read, 
and concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Pickering moved further to amend the 
said bill, by inserting, after the word “ that,” 
where it first occurs in the second section, the 
words “such part of ;” and, after the word “ ar- 
tillery,” where it also first occurs in the said sec- 
tion, the words “as shall be retained in service ;” 
which was determined in the negative. 

A motion was then made by Mr, Cannoy, fur- 
ther to amend the said bill by striking from the 
sixth section, the following words: 


*“ And that there shall, moreover, be allowed and 
granted to every such officer, in consideration of ser- 
vices during the late war, the following donations in 
land, viz: to a Major General, 2,560 acres; toa Brig- 
adier General, 1,920 acres ; to each Colonel and Liev- 
tenant Colonel, 1,280 acres ; to each Major, 960 acres; 
to each Captain, 640 acres; to each Subaltern, 480 
acres; and to the representatives of such officers as 
shall have fallen or died in the service, during the late 
war, the number of acres according to the rank they 
held respectively, at the time of their decease ; to be 
designated, surveyed, and laid off, at the public 
expense.” 

And the question being taken thereon, it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 54, nays 50, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Car- 
non, Champion, Cilley, Cox, Crawford, Culpeper, 
Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Goldsborough, Hale, 
Hall, Henderson, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, 
Kennedy, Kent of New York, King of Massachusetts, 
Law, Lewis, Lovett, Macon, Moseley, Oakley, Pick- 
ering, Piper, Pitkin, John Reed, William Reed, Rus- 
gles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Stan- 
ford, Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, ‘Thompson, 
Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wil- 
cox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 


Nars—Messrs. Barbour, Bowen, Butler, Calhoun, 
Clopton, Condict, Creighton, Crouch, Cuthbert, Eppes. 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Franklin, Gho!- 


OFreamss i=l = 


Te 


tha 
0 
bill 


ser 


d and 
of ser- 
ons in 
| Brig- 
Lieu- 
acres; 
n, 480 
ers as 
ie late 
« they 
to be 
public 


passed 
‘lows: 
usetts, 
, Can- 
Ipeper, 
Hale, 
Island, 
1usetts, 
> Pick- 
5 Rug- 
-, Stan- 
mpson, 
Ps Wil 


alhoun, 
Eppes: 
, Ghol- 





1258 


Marca, 1815. 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Military Peace Establishment. 


1254 
H. or R. 





gon, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Harris, Has- 
prouck, Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hungerford, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Lef- 
ferts, Lowndes, McCoy, Moore, Nelson, Newton, 
Ormsby, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sharp, 
Smith of Virginia, Troup, Udree, Wilson of Pennsyl- 
vania, Wood, and Yancey. 

So the land bounty was stricken out. 

Mr. Cannon then moved to strike out the 
seventh section, which proposes to make a simi- 
lar allowance to staff officers deranged in virtue 
of the act. 

On this motion a warm debate commenced, 
and the House adjourned, after a sitting of nearly 
seven hours. 





Tuespay, February 28. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, from the committee 
appointed on the subject, reported a bill to alter 
the time for the next meeting of Congress, (fixing 
it for the fourth Monday in May next.) The 
bill was twice read and committed. 

The bill from the Senate to provide for explor- 
ing the Chesapeake Bay and its waters, for the 
purposes therein mentioned, was twice read and 
committed. 

The bill from the Senate to provide for ascer- 
taining and surveying the boundary lines fixed 
by the treaty with the Creek Indians, and for 
other purposes, was twice read and committed. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal certain acts 
therein mentioned, was twice read, and referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The, «ieries of the House were then cleared, 
and its doors closed, and remained so for more 
than four hours. When the doors were again 
open, the House resumed the consideration of the 
bill fixing the 


MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Cannon withdrew his motion, which was 
under consideration when the House yesterday 
adjourned. 

A motion was made by Mr. ALsrTon, to re- 
consider the vote for striking out the donation 
in land to officers who shall be discharged from 
service in consequence of this act, or to the rep- 
resentatives of such as have fallen. 

After debate, the question of reconsideration 
was decided in the affirmative. For the consider- 
ation 64, against it 50, as follows: 

Yxuas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Bar- 
bour, Bines, Bowen, Calhoun, Clopton, Comstock, 
Condict, Creighton, Cuthbert, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, 
Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, 
Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Grosyenor, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Jack- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, 

¢ es, McCoy, Moore, Nelson, Ormsby, Pickens, 
Piper, Pleasants, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
neasee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Stewart, Tannehill, 


Telfair, Troup, Udree, Wilson of Pennsylvania, and 
Yancey. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Bradbury, Brigham, Burwell, Caperton, Can- 
non, Champion, Cilley, Cox, Culpeper, Davenport, 
Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Goldsborough, Hale, Hanson, 
Henderson, Hulbert, Kent of New York, King of 
Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Macon, Montgomery, 
Moseley, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, 
Slaymaker, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, 
Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 


The question recurring on striking out the same 
part of the bill— 

Mr. Gaston moved to amend the said sixth 
section so as to limit the donation to such of the 
discharged officers as have by name been thanked 
by Congress, or have been brevetted, or have 
been wounded during the war.—Negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Macon, the donation to field 
officers was reduced—the Major Generals to 1280, 
Brigadiers General to 1120, Colonels to 960, and 
Majors to 800 acres each. 

And the question to strike out the donation 
clause, thus amended, was negatived. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, and the House adjourned at sun- 
down, after a session of more than seven hours. 





Wepnespay, March 1. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An act for 
the better organization of the courts of the Uni- 
ted States, within the State of New York ;” with 
amendments. And that they have passed “a 
resolution directing the manner of providing sta- 
tionery, and procuring printing for the Senate 
and House of Representatives ;” in which amend- 
ments and resolution, they ask the concurrence 
of this House. 

Qn motion of Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the following named persons, 
employed by the Doorkeeper to aid him in the 
execution of the duties of his office, to wit: Elex- 
tias Spalding, George N. Thomas, Isaac Phillips, 
Oswald Dunn, and George Cooper, be, and they 
are hereby, allowed two dollars per day during 
the present session, and four days thereafter, and 
Charles Brooks two dollars per day for his 
services. 

Mr. Macon, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, made a report, stating their inabil- 
ity to investigate the subject to their satisfaction 
during the present session, the general business 
of which has been so urgent, and recommending 
the appointment of a committee on the subject, 
to sit during the recess. 

The engrossed bill “to fix the Military Peace 
Establishment of the United States,” was read a 
third time and passed ; as also was the bill to vest 
more effectually in the State courts, and in the 
district courts of the United States, jurisdiction 
in the cases therein mentioned. 
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Mr. Gaston submitted for consideration the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to report to the next Congress a plan for establishing, 
with the co-operation of the States, a national road 
from Maine to Georgia, and from Milledgeville to New 
Orleans, inclusive, passing through the City of Wash- 
ington, and, as far as may be practicable, through the 
seats of government, or principal towns in the Atlan- 
tic States. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ruza, of Tennes- 
see, toamend the same by adding to the end thereof 
the following: 

“ And from the City of Washington to the respect- 
ive seats of government of the States of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Ohio.” 

This motion was negatived, and the resolution 
agreed to as originally proposed. 

On motion of Mr. JENNINGS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary for the Department of 
War be directed to lay before this House, at its next 
session, a statement of the amounts of merchandise 
and other articles furnished the Indians, under the 
superintendency of William Henry Harrison, late the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Territory of 
Indiana, from the Ist day of January, 1801, to the Ist 
day of January, 1813, distinguishing the different dates 
of purchase, of whom purchased, and for what tribe or 
tribes of Indians. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal certain acts 
therein mentioned (prohibitory and non-importa- 
tion acts) having been reported by Mr. Forsy'rn, 
of the Committee of Foreign Relations, without 
amendment, was ordered toa third reading, and 
was subsequently read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Forsyru also made the following report : 


“The Committee of Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the Message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States recommending the passage of a law to ex- 
clude foreign seamen from employment in American 
vessels, report, that the present session of Congress ne- 
cessarily terminating on the third day of March, there 
is not sufficient time to give this subject the deliberate 
examination its importance demands. They therefore 
recommend the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the further consideration of the 
Message of the President ofthe United States respecting 
the exclusion of foreign seamen from employment in 
American vessels be postponed until the next session 
of Congress.” 


The report was read and concurred in. 

The amendments of the Senate to the bill sup- 
plementary to the act for the better organization 
of the Courts of the United States, were read and 
concurred in. 

The bill from the Senate to continue in force 
the act for establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes, was read a third time and passed. 

The engrossed bill “regulating and defining 
the duties of the United States’ Judge for the Illi- 
nois Territory.” was read a third time and passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Navy of the United States, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill concerning invalid pensioners (the 
annual bill on the subject) passed through a Com- 


Military Peace Establishment. 


_ Marca, 1815. 











mittee of the Whole, and after occupying con. 
siderable time of the House on proposed amend. 
ments thereto, was ordered to be engrossed for q 
third reading. 

The resolution from the Senate, “ directing the 
manner of providing stationery and procuring 
printing for the Senate and House of Represen.- 
tatives,” was read the first time, and, on motion 
the said resolution was read the second time, and 
ordered to be read a third time to-day. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “concerning 
the Naval Establishment ;” and “‘ resolutions rela- 
tive to the distribution of the laws of the United 
States ;” in which bill and resolutions they ask 
the concurrence of this House. 

The resolutions from the Senate “ relative to 
the distribution of the laws of the United States.” 
were read the third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate, “concerning the 
Naval Establishment,” was read twice and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole to-day. 


MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Establishment of the 
United States for the year 1815, and, after some 
time spent therein, the bill was reported with 
amendments; which were read, and concurred 
in by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the bill was recom- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole, and the 
House again went into Committee of the Whole 
on the bill. The Committee rose and reported 
an additional amendment thereto, as follow: 


“For purchasing horses for artillery, one hundred 
thousand dollars.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Pickerina, to 
amend the said amendment by striking out “one 
hundred thousand dollars,” and inserting “ fifty 
thousand dollars ;” which was determined in the 
negative—yeas 49, nays 57, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bard, Barnett, Bigelow, Bradbury: 
Brigham, Caperton, Cannon, Champion, Clopton, Cor, 
Crawford, Crouch, Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Farrow, 
Geddes, Goldsborough, Grosvenor, Hale, Hawes, Hun- 
gerford, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, King of 
Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Lyle, Moseley, Oakley, 
Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, John Reed, 
William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Ruggles, Sage, 
Sherwood, Slaymaker, Smith of Pennsylvania, Stan- 
ford, Strong, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wilcox, 
and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Avery, Alston, Anderson, 
Barbour, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Calhoun, Comstock, 
Condict, Creighton, Cuthbert, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gholson, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Haw- 
kins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, Lefferts, Lowndes, 
Macon, McCoy, McKim, Montgomery, Newton, Pleas- 
ants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Robertson, Sevier, Sey- 
bert, Smith of New York, Smith of Virginia, Tanne- 
hill, Taylor, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Wright, and Yancey. 
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' committed to a Committee of the Whole to-day. 


| sengers employed by the Doorkeeper, and that he be 


| pointed on the 17th of March last, to inquire whe- 
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The amendment was then concurred in by the | United States, and request that he recommend a 
House; and the bill ordered to be engrossed and | day of thanksgiving to aeent God for restor- 
read a third time to-morrow. ing to these United States the blessings of peace. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate concur in the amendments of 
this House to the bill “to increase the compensa- 
tion of the Sergeant-at-Arms to the Senate and 
House of Representatives, and of the Doorkeeper 
and Assistant Doorkeeper of the House of Rep- 
resentatives,”’ with amendments; in which they 
ask the concurrence of this House. 

Another message from the Senate informed 
the House that the Senate have passed the bill 
from this House, “to fix the compensations and 
increase the responsibility of the collectors of the 
direct tax and internal duties, and for other pur- 
poses connected with the collection thereof ;” 
with amendments. They have slso passed bills 
of the following titles: “An act for the relief of 
sundry persons in the service of the United States, 
in consequence of the destruction of their tools 
by fire at the Navy Yard ;” and “An act further 
to provide for the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage;” in which amendments and bills 
they ask the concurrence of this House. 

The bill to authorize the discharge of Edward 
Martin from his imprisonment, passed through a 
Committee of the Whole, was subsequently read 
a third time, and passed. 

The bill from the Senate further supplementary 
to the act for the settlement of the Yazoo claims, 
passed through a Committee of the Whole, was 
ordered to a third reading, and was read a third 
time and passed. 

The House then sat a short time in conclave, 
and before the doors were opened, removed the 
injunction of secrecy from their proceedings. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of the 
mechanics who lost their tools by the destruction 
of the Navy Yard, was twice read and committed. 

The amendment of the Senate, to the bill to 
define the duties, and fix the compensation of the 
collectors of the direct tax and internal duties, 
was agreed to, yeas 75. It goes to leave unde- 
fined the compensation after the first of January 
next, fixing it up to that time only. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


Mr. Eppes laid before the House a letter ad- 
dressed to him, as chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, submitting to their consideration a proposi- 
tion to provide for paying the interest and grad- 
ually redueing the stock debt which has been 
created during the late war ; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. The letter is as follows: 


Treasury Derartment, Feb. 24, 1815. 


Sim: [ have the honor to submit to the considera- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means, a propo- 
sition to provide for paying the interest and gradually 
reducing the stock debt which has been created during 
the late war. It was my intention to have accom- 
panied this communication with tables, illustrating, in 
detail, the operation of the Sinking Fund, as well as 
the effect of the present proposition ; but various causes 
render the performance of this task impracticable be- 





Tuourspay, March 2. 


Mr. Eprss, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was referred a resolution instruct- 
ing them to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing an appropriation for surveying certain lands 
designated in the resolution, madea report; which 
was read, and concurred in by the House, to wit: 
«That no appropriation is necessary.” 

Mr. Epres from the same committee, reported 
a bill making additional appropriation for the ser- 
vice of the year 1815; which was read twice, and 


On motion of Mr. Epres, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the con- 
sideration of all the matters and things referred 
to them during the present session, and upon 
which they have not reported. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Jounson, of Kentucky ; which was ordered to lie 
on the table: 

Resolved, That the messenger and office-keeper in 
the office of the Clerk of this House be allowed the 
same pay per day, during the sessions of Congress, 
and for four days thereafter, as is allowed to the mes- 


allowed at the rate of thirty dollars a month during a 
recess. 


On motion of Mr. Reep, the committee ap- 


therany, and, if any, what, means of retrenchment 
and economy of reform in the general manage- 
ment, and of extension and efficiency in the Naval 
Establishment, may be practicable and expedient, 
were discharged from the reports and documents 
submitted to them, and the said reports and doc- 
uments were referred to the Board of Navy Com- 
missioners. 

On motion of Mr. Creicuron, 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out 
of the contingent fund, to the person employed 
by the Doorkeeper of this House to superintend 
the post office kept for the use of the House, in 
addition to the allowance already made him, the 
sum of one dollar per day during the sessions of 
Congress, and for twenty days after an adjourn- 
ment of Congress, and that the said allowance 
commence from the first day of the present ses- 
sion. 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, the 
committee appointed on that part of the Message 
from the President of the United States, at the 
commencement of the present session, which re- 
lates to the militia, were discharged from a fur- 
ther consideration of the several matters referred 
to them, and upon which they have not reported. 

An engrossed bill, making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Establishment for the 
year 1815, was read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisk, of New York, and 

t. Cuperer, be the committee on the part of 
this House to wait upon the President of the 
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fore the adjournment of Congress, and I cannot do bet- 
ter than to refer eaten ig map made by the 
Treasury Department to the House of Representatives 
on the 9th of April, 1808, exhibiting explanatory state- 
ments and notes of the public debt, its increase or de- 
crease, from the Ist of January, 1791, to the Ist of 
January, 1808. I shall, therefore, confine my views 
to—First. The general state of the public debt before 
the war; Second. The general state of the public debt 
contracted since the war; and, Third. The particular 

ion to be now made for the last description of 
the public debt. 

I. On the 31st December, 1814, the amount of the 
public debt created before the war may be estimated 
at $39,905,183 66, and it consisted of the following 
particulars : 

1. Old six per cent. stock, the nom- 

inal amount being $17,250,871 09 
Of which there had 


been reimbursed 12,879,283 78 
Leaving due on the 31st day of Decem- 
Et ie et. 0 x. 9 ae ae 


2. Deferred six per 
centum stock, the 
nominal amount of 
which is - - 

Of which there had 
been reimbursed - 


$9,358,320 35 
3,971,148 36 


Leaving due on the 31st day of De- 

cember, 1814 - - - - 
3. Three percent. stock - - - 
4. Exchanged six per cent. stock un- 


$5,387,171 99 
16,158,177 34 


der the act of 1812 - - - 2,984,746 72 
5. Six per cent. stock of 1796 - = - 80,000 00 
6. Louisiana six per cent. stock - 10,923,500 00 





Estimated amount of the whole of 
the public debt, contracted before the 
war, due on 3lst December, 1814 - $39,905,183 66 


Upon the principles and estimates of the Treasury 
Report of the 9th of April, 1808, it was computed : 
1. That on the Ist of January, 1808, the public debt 
amounted to - - - - $64,700,000 00 
2. If, therefore, the amount of the 
public debt computed to be due on 
the 3lst December, 1814, be de- 
ducted, to wit: - - . - 39,905,183 66 
The amount redeemed between the 
[st of January, 1808, and the 31st 
day of December, 1814, may be es- 
timated at - - - - - $24,794,816 34 


The establishment of a Sinking Fund to redeem the 
principal of the public debt was coeval with the funding 
system of 1790, but the payment of the interest of the 
debt was not charged upon that fund until 1802. The 
amount of the public debt was increased during sev- 
eral of the years that intervened between January, 
1791, and January, 1803, and the Sinking Fund was 
at various 
ditional revenues. acts of the Sth of May, 1792, 
the 3d of March, 1795, the 29th of April, 1802, and 
the 10th of November, 1803, form, however, the prin- 
cipal basis of the present Sinking Fund, providing for 
the annual payment of the interest, as well as for the 
gradual redemption of the debt. 


by the assignment of ad- | 


Under the authority of these acts of Congress, the 
Sinking Fund amounts to the sum of $8,000,000 an. 
nually, which at this time is supplied from the follow. 
ing sources : 

1. From the interest on such parts of the public debt 
as have been reimbursed or paid off, and which, at 
present, amounts to the sum of - $1,969,577 64 

2. From the net proceeds of the sales 
of oy lands (exclusive of lands 
sold in the Mississippi Terrritory, 
which, as yet, belong to the State of 
Georgia,) estimated annually at the 
sum of - - - - 800,000 00 

3. From the proceeds of duties on im- 

and tonnage, to make the an- 
nual sum of $8,000,000 estimated 
at about - . . - . : 


5,230,422 35 





$8,000,000 00 


II. On the 31st December, 1814, the amount of the 
public debt created since the war, (independent of tem- 
porary loans and issues of Treasury notes,) may be es- 
imated at - - - - + $49,780,322 13 














And it consisted of the following particulars : 
1, Six per cent. stock of 1812, being the eleven million 
loa ee TROON 00 
2. Six eent. stock of 1813, being 
the sixteen million loan - - 
3. Six per cent. stock of 1813, being 
the sixteen million five hundred 
thousand loan 3 -~= = - - - 
4. Six per cent. stock of 1814, being 
the loan of ten millions, (part of the 
loan authorized for twenty-five mil- 
lions) - - - 
5. Six per cent. stock of 1814, being 
the loan of six millions, (part of 
the loan authorized for twenty-five 
millions) - - - - - 


18,109,377 51 


8,498,583 50 


9,190,476 25 


4,342,875 00 


$48,580,312 26 
But it is proper to bring into view 
here, the additional six per cent. stock, 
which will be created in consequence 
of contracts depending on the 31st of 
December, 1814, to be completed in 
1815, to wit: 
1. The committee of defence of Phil- 
adelphia contracted to loan $100,- 
000, to fortify the island in the river 
Delaware called the Pea Patch, for 
six per cent. stock at par, which will 
be issued under the act of March, 
1812 - = = $100,000 00 
The corporation of 
New York contracted 
to advance money for 
fortifications, supplies, 
&c., at New York, on 
the terms of the six 
mnillion loan, and the 
amount being liqui- 
dated, six per cent. 
stock has been order- 
ed for - - - 1,100,009 87 


9 


1,200,009 87 





ee 
$49,580,322 13 
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There are, however, other contracts for loans, made 
through the medium of the War Department, which 
have been recognised at the Treasury to be paid in six 
per cent. stock, but which have not been so liquidated 
as to farnish a ground to estimate their amount. 

The six per cent. stock, which was issued under the 
act of the 24th of March, 1814, amounting to $3,000,- 
000, and sent to Europe, has not been, and probably 
will not be sold. It, is, therefore, omitted in the pres- 
ent estimates. 

Besides the funded debt above stated, there have 
been contracted debts to the amount of $19,002,800, 
upon temporary loans, and upon the issues of Treas- 
ury notes, consisting of the following particulars : 

1. Temporary loans have been obtained under the act 
of March, 1812, (of which the sum of $500,000 be- 
came due in December, 1814, and remains unpaid ; 
and of which $50,000 will be payable in the year 
1817, for - - - - = {$550,000 00 

2. Treasury notes had been issued or 
ordered on the 20th February, 1815 

(1.) Payable on or before the Ist Jan- 
uary, 1815, due and unpaid princi- 
pls + - + %780,200 

(2.) Payable since the 
Ist of January, 1815, 
due and unpaid - 

(3.) Payable almost dai- 
ly, from the 11th of 
March, to and inclu- 
ding January 1, 1816 

(4.) Payable from the 
llth of January, to 
and including the Ist 
March, 1816 - - 


620,00 
7,227,280 


7,806,320 
ane’  18S5G800 00 


Making floating public debt in tempo- 
rary loans and issues of Treasur 


notes - - . ~ - - 19,002,800 00 
To which add the amount of funded 
debt - - ° « . 4 


49,780,322 13 


And the whole ascertained amount of 
debt created during the war, is the 
sum of - - - - - - $68,783,122 13 








The general claims for militia services and supplies, 
arising under the authority of the individual States, as 
well as of the United States, have been partially ex- 
hibited; but neither the principle of settlement, nor 
the amount of the claims, can at this time be stated. 

IIL. In suggesting provisions to pay the interest and 
gradually to reduce the principal of the public debt, 
contracted since the declaration of war, the inconve- 
nience, which has been introduced, by making the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the Treasury notes 
acharge upon the Sinking Fund, is greatly to be lament- 
ed. The Treasury notes were in their design, and 
ought to be in their use, a species of circulating medi- 
um; but it is evident that a sinking fund of $8,000,- 
000, could never supply the means of paying the 
prior claims, and, also, of discharging punctuaily the 
whole of the principal, as well as the interest, of an- 
nual issues of Treasury notes, amounting to eight or 
ten millions of dollars. It is indispensable, therefore, 


tothe free and beneficial operation of the Sinking Fund, 
that it should be disengaged, as soon as possible, from 
this burden. The means of disengaging it are, Ist, by 


the payment of the Treasury notes out of the current 
revenue; or, 2d, by funding them upon redsonable 
terms, under the act by which it is proposed to author- 
ize a loan for the service of the year 1815; and these 
means, it is believed, will be effectual. 

The Sinking Fund, being thus emanci from 
the Treasury note debt, would be sufficient, in 1815, 
for the interest and reimbursement of the stock created 
before the war; for the interest of the stock created 
since the war; and for the interest of the loan to be 


raised for the present year, either in money, or by con- 
verting the Treasury note debt into stock debt. 
1. The Sinking Fund amounts to - $8,000,000 00 


2. The interest and reimbursement 
of stocks created before the war, will 
require a sum of - - 3,452,775 46 

3. The interest of the 
stocks created since the 
war (computed on the 
above sum of $49,7890,- 

322 13,) and including 
$7,968, payable for an- 
nuities, will require a 
sum of - - 2,994,787 32 

4. The interest on the 
loan for 1815 (computed 
to average a half year’s 
interest on the sum of 
$11,500,000 being the 
estimated amount of the 
Treasury notes, which 
may be converted into 
stocks) will require a 
sum of - . - 

5, But there must be added, 
the interest and princi- 
pal of the temporary 
loans due and unpaid, 
which were obtained 
under the authority to 
borrow, granted by the 
act of the March, 
1812, amounting for 
1815, tothe sum of - 


345,000 00 





533,000 00 


7,325,562 78 
And would leave a surplus 
of - - - - 








$674,437 22 


It appears, on this view of the Sinking Fund, (in- 
dependent of the operation of the past year) that there 
will be a surplus of $674,437 22, to be further ap- 
plied to the reduction of the principal, both of the old 
and the new public debt. But this can only now be 
done by purchases in the market. 

The proposition to be, at this time, submitted to the 
consideration of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
in relation to the stock debt created since the war, in- 
volves the following points : 

1. That provision be made for the payment, or for 
the funding, of the Treasury note debt, so as to relieve 
the Sinking Fund from that charge. 

2. That the Sinking Fund be applied, in the first 
place, to the interest and reimbursement of the old six 
per cent. stock, according to the existing laws. 

3. That the Sinking Fund be applied, in the second 
place, to the payment of the principal and interest of 
the temporary loans, obtained under the act of March, 
1812. 
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4. That the Sinking Fund be applied, in the third | a part of the receipts for the present year, bein 
‘place, to the payment of the interest accruing upon the | receivable in payment of all debts due the Uniteg 
-stock debt created since the war. Pe: States, it had been thought better to authorize 

5. That the annual surplus of the Sinking Fund, | the Joan for the whole amount. He therefore 
after satisfying the above objects, be applied to the pur- | moved to fill the blank with the sum of $18 459 - 
~chase of the stock created since the war; and thatthe | 999, And the motion was agreed to. nee 
‘interest upon the stock annually purchased, be added, / —Q), motion of Mr. Eppes, two new sections 
from ae for the pur- | wore added to the bill, one to authorize the Secre. 

eth pee en ei rns ty rae, | st of the renry to eset in payment of 
Gon.he — crete eeaneney vc me issued and are by iaw chargeable on the Sinkin 

bli iture, tly, that t - > in 
et elie or satan ime peaas po! m Fund; the other to enable the Secretary of the 


cesssity of borrowing will cease. At that period, a p 
more satisfactory view may be taken of the subject, | Treasury to cause to be paid interest on Treasury 
notes which have fallen due and have not been 


than can be taken while the amount of the public debt | no! 
remains, in some measure, unascertained ; the opera-| paid for the want of funds, interest whereon has 
not of course since accrued. 


tion and product of the new taxes, as well as of the 
impost upon the revival of commerce, are conjectural,; The bill was reported to the House, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading ; and was sub- 


and the legislative intentions, respecting a Peace Es- 
“ee _ = been eons Fund (be sequently read a third time, and passed. 
ince, therefore, the existing Sinking Fund (bein 
relieved, in the manner befoun intimated, from the oe OF FICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
cumbrance of the Treasury note debt) is already | The bill from the Senate to increase the com- 
charged with the payment of the interest on the stock | pensation of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, 
being before a Committee of the Whole— 
Mr. GasTon moved to amend the bill by in- 


created since the war, and will be sufficient for that 
purpose, besides paying the interest, and the annual 

serting, also, the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House 
of Representatives. 


reimbursement of the stock created before the war, I 

respectfully propose, that no further step be taken du- 

ring the present session of Congress, than to authorize| Mr. Seypert moved toadd, the Doorkeeper of 

the subscription of Treasury notes to the loan which | the House of Representatives 

is now under Legislative consideration, and to direct} ir, Cu_pepeR moved toadd. the Assistant Door- 

the surplus of the Sinking Fund to be applied to pur- | ;eaner of the same bod , 5 ehiees 

chases of the stock created since the war, for the emol- ‘All h . y- . 

ument of the fund. But it will be proper to confine enaee anos ae wn to, and the bill 

the benefit of subscribing to the loan to such Treasury | “®S dee orted as amended. On proceeding to 

notes only as have been, or may be issued under the | ©°DS!der the report of the Committee— sale 
Mr. Barnett moved to postpone the bill in- 

definitely ; but subsequently withdrew the motion. 

Some discussion took place on the amend- 


acts which render them a charge upon the Sinking 
Fund, namely, the acts of the 20th of June, 1812; of 
the 25th of February, 1813; and of the 4th of March, : é 
1814; and the Secretary of the Treasury should be | ments, which were all adopted ; and the bill, thus 
authorized to designate the notes to be received in sub- | amended, was ordered to a third reading, and 
scription, from time to time, according to the date of | was passed, 
the issues. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 


most obedient servant, 


MILITIA CLAIMS. 


The order of the day being called for on the 
bill from the Senate to “authorize settlement 
and payment of certain claims for the services of 
the militia”»— 

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, moved to postpone the 
consideration thereof indefinitely. 

This motion gave rise to a very animated and 
rather acrimonious debate, embracing, beside the 
real question, the merits of the conduct of the 
Governors of Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
their doctrines as to the militia, and the general 
conduct of the Eastern States opposed to the 
Government. The debate lasted perhaps two 
hours; and the question on indefinite postpone- 
ment being taken, was decided in the negative— 
yeas 63, nays 69, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, Calhoun, 
Cannon, Comstock, Condict, Crawford, Creighton, 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Desha, Duvall, Findley, Fisk of 
New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hubbard, Humphreys, Johnson of 
Kentucky, Kent of Maryland, Kershaw, King of North 
Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McKim, 
Moore, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Rea of Penn- 


A. J. DALLAS. 
J. W. Errts, Esq., Chairman, &c. 


LOAN BILL. 


The House weat into Committee of the Whole, 
on the bill authorizing a loan for the service of 
1815; on the question to fill the blank for the 
amount of the loan. 

Mr. Eppes expressed his regret that this bill 
had been delayed to so late a period of the ses- 
sion; a delay which had not arisen, however, 
from any neglect on the part of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, but from the pressure of 
other business. The loan necessary for the present 
year, was for the purpose of redeeming Treasury 
notes, charged on the Sinking Fund. Of these 
notes there would fall due, in the year 1815, eight 
millions and upwards, and in the month of March 
1815, ten millions of dollars, being the whole 
amount now in circulation, viz: $18,452,000. 
The loan might be confined to the amount of 
notes payable within the present year, but as the 
notes due in 1816 may return to the Treasury as 
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a 
Ivania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, 


Robertson, Sage, Seybert, Sharp, Smith of Pennsylva- 


nia, Smith of Virginia, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Troup, Udree, Williams, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Barbour, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Bradbury, Brigham, Burwell, Caperton, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Culpeper, 
Davenport, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Gaston, Gholson, 
Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hale, Hanson, 
Hawes, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hungerford, Hulbert, 
Jackson of Rhode Island Jackson of Virginia, Ken- 
nedy, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Mc- 
Coy, Montgomery, Moseley, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, 


' Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Pleasants, Potter, John 
Reed, William Reed, Ridgely, Ruggles, Schureman, 
' Sevier, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Stanford, Stock- 


ton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, Ward 
of Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson 


_ of Massachusetts, Winter, and Wright. 


On motion of Mr. Fisk, of New York, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

DUTIES ON TONNAGE &c. 
The bill from the Senate, “further to provide 


' for the collection of the duties on imports and 


tonnage,” was read a first and second time. [This 


bill contains a number of provisions, applicable 
| to violations of the revenue law, resembling the 
_ provisions of the bill lately passed for preventing 


intercourse with the enemy. 
Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, moved that the bill be 


read a third time. 


Mr. Stockton moved that the bill be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

This motion gave rise to a warm debate in the 
course of which Messrs. Srocxron, WILLIAM 
Reep, Grosvenor, and Suorrey, advocated the 
motion, and Messrs. Fisk of Vermont, Ruga, 
Wricut, Eppes, Auston, and Newron, op- 
posed it. 

At this stage of the debate—on motion of Mr. 
Jounson, of Kentucky, the bill was ordered to lie 
on the table, with a view to take up the bill fixing 
the Military Peace Establishment. 


MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the bill “fixing the Military Peace Establish- 
ment of the United States,” were read. 

The first section of the said bill, as passed by 
this House, is as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Military Peace Estab- 
lishment of the United States shall consist of such 
proportions of artillery, infantry, and riflemen, not ex- 
ceeding in the whole siz thousand men, as the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall judge proper, and that 
the a of Engineers, as at present established, be 
retained. 


The Senate propose to amend the said first 
section by striking out the word “ peace,” and by 
striking out the word “six,” and inserting the 
word “fifteen. 

A division of the question on the said amend- 
ments was called for, when the question was 
taken on that part of the said amendments which 
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proposes to strike out the word “ peace,” and was 
determined in the negative—yeas 33, nays 86, as 
follows: p 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bard, Calhoun, Craw- 
ford, Creighton, Duvall, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, 
Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosve- 
nor, Hanson, Hasbrouck, Hawkins, Humphreys, Irwin, 
Kershaw, Lowndes, McCoy, Moore, Newton, Oakley, 
Pleasants, Rich, Ringgold, Seybert, Taylor, Telfair, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barbour, 
Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Bines, 
Bradbury, Brigham, Brown, Caperton, Cannon, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, Cooper, 
Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Dana, Ely, Eppes, Far- 
row, Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, Goldsborough, Good- 
wyn, Hale, Hall, Harris, Hawes, Hubbard, Hunger- 
ford, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Jackson of 
Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of 
New York, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of Massa- 
chusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lovett, Lyle, Macon, Mose- 
ley, Nelson, Ormsby, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, John 
Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schure- 
man, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Smith of Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford, Stockton, Strong, Sturges, Tag- 
gart, Tannehill, Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Wright. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
that part of the said amendments which proposes 
to strike out the word “six,” and to insert in lieu 
thereof the word “fifteen,” and was also deter- 
— in the negative—yeas 18, nays 100, as fol- 
ows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bard, Duvall, Findley, 
Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Gourdin, Griffin, Gros- 
venor, Hanson, Hawkins, Irwin, Kershaw, Newton, 
Oakley, Ringgold, Seybert, and Wilson of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Avery, Barbour, 
Barnett, Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Bines, 
Bradbury, Brigham, Brown, Caperton, Calhoun, Can- 
non, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Comstock, Condict, 
Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, 
Cuthbert, Desha, Ely, Eppes, Farrow, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Franklin, Geddes, Gholson, Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn, Hale, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hulbert, Jackson 
of Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, Kent of Mary- 
land, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lov- 
ett, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, McCoy, Moore, Moseley, 
Nelson, Ormsby, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea 
of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Slaymaker, Stanford, 
Stockton, Strong, Sturges, T'annehill, Taylor, Telfair, 
Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, Wheaton, 
White, Wilcox, Williams, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
Winter, Wright, and Yancey. 

The residue of the amendments of the Senate 
to the said bill were then again read, and disa- 
greed to by the House. 





Frivay, March 3. 


On motion of Mr. Humpnureys, the Committee 
on the Public Lands were discharged from the 





1267 
H. or R. 


further consideration of all matters and things 
referred to them during the present session, upon 
which they have not reported. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate insist on their amendments disa- 
greed to by this House, to the bill fixing the Mil- 
itary Peace Establishment of the United States.” 

The House proceeded to consider the message 
from the Senate, notifying that they insist on 
their amendments to the bill fixing the Military 
Peace Establishment of the United States: where- 
upon— 

oateedl, That this House insist on their disa- 

eement to the said amendments, and ask a con- 

erence upon the subject-matter thereof. 

Ordered, That Mr. Troup, Mr. Jounson of 
Kentueky, and Mr. Srvaart, be the managers at 
the said conference, on the part of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill from the Senate “to pro- 
vide a library room, and for transporting the 
library lately purehased.” The bill was reported 
to the House, read the third time, and passed. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the bill making additional appropria- 
tions for the service of the year 1815. e bill 
was reported with an amendment thereto, which 
was concurred in by the House; and the bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have | peavey the bill, entitled “An 
act concerning invalid pensioners,” with amend- 
ments. The amendments, were read, and con- 
curred in by the House. 

The bill to authorize the payment for horses 
lost in the publie service in the Northwestern 
army,and in thecampaigns under Generals Jack- 
son and Floyd, in the present war, was postponed 
indefinitely. 

The bill from the Senate, “to allow a draw- 
back on duties on spirits distilled, and on certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise, manufactured, 
within the United States, on the exportation 
thereof to any foreign. port or place,” was post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The bill to authorize the purchase of the ves- 
sels captured on Lake Champlain, passed through 
a Committee of the Whole, and was ordered to 
be ae) for a third reading; and was subse- 
quently read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Bowie and Kurtz, and 
others, having been called up— 

Mr. Yancey moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill indefinitely, on the ground 
of want of time duly to act on the subject. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. Go.psso- 
RouGH and Mr. Pirin, but was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal the discrimi- 
nating duties on imports and tonnage, on condi- 
tion that reciprocal measures are adopted by for- 
eign Governments, passed through a Committee 
of the Whole without debate, and was reported 
to the House, and ordered to a third reading, and 
was read a third time, passed by unanimous vote, 
and returned to the Senate. 
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The bill to authorize the Board of Commis. 
sioners of the Navy to appoint clerks, passed 
through a Committee of the Whole, was ordere, 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was ac. 
cordingly read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to provide for ascertaining and sur. 
veying the boundary lines fixed by the treaty 
with the Creek Indians, and for other purposes - 
the bill concerning the Navy Establishment; the 
bill for the relief of Charles Todd; the bill for 
the relief of the Eastern Branch Bridge Com- 
pany, passed through Committees of the Whole 
and were severally read a third time, and passed, 

The bill to alter the time for the next meeting 
of Congress having been called for— 

Mr. Nextson moved that the further considera- 
tion of the bill be postponed indefinitely. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Fisk, of New 
York, who enumerated the advantages to arise 
from an early session, and the propriety of Con- 
oe fixing the day, rather than that they should 

e called together by the Executive. 

Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, spoke in support of 
the motion, and stated his belief that an extra 
session would not in any event be necessary. He 
expressed his hope that Congress, as well as the 
people, might be permitted to enjoy a little peace. 

tr. NeLson supported his motion on the 
grounds of the total absence of a necessity for 
an extra session, and that their constituents ought 
not to be taxed for such an object unnecessarily. 

Other gentlemen also spoke against as well as 
in favor of the motion for postponement; which 
was decided in the affirmative, and the bill in- 
definitely postponed. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. 


The bill from the Senate authorizing an ap- 
ge or for completing the public buildings at 

est Point for the Military Academy, being be- 
fore a Committee of the Whole— 

Mr. Trovr moved to add thereto two other 
sections, to stand as first and second sections, 
contemplating the establishment of two corps of 
engineers, precisely of the same character, num- 
ber, &c., as the present corps of engineers, each 
of which to be stationed at points to be desig- 
nated by the President for the location of two 
military academies. 

Mr. Fisk, of New York, opposed the amend- 
ment as being too important to be decided at this 
late period of the session, and because not neces- 
sarily connected with the present bill. He stated 
several objections to the amendment, which at 
once occurred to him. 

To these objections Mr. Troup replied, and 
enforced the expediency of the amendment ; and 
he contended that a more favorable opportunity 
for the attainment of such an object could not 
again occur. 

Mr. Yancey opposed the amendment, and ex- 
pressed no great friendship for the bill. His prin- 
eo objection was not to the establishment of 
other schools, but that Congress ought to fix the 
location of these other schools. 

Mr. Taytor also opposed the amendment, 
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which, he said, instead of putting a graft upon a 
tree, was putting a tree upon the graft. He was 
only opposed to the amendment from the diffi- 
culty which would attend the adoption of such a 
provision in both Houses at this period of the 
session. 

The amendment was negatived by a large ma- 
jority ; and the Committee rose and reported the 
bill without amendment. 

Mr. Yancey moved to postpone indefinitely 
the further consideration of the bill; which mo- 
tion was opeceen by Mr. Fisk, of New York, and 
supported by Mr. Ausron, but was negatived by 
a large majority. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read a third time, and 


passed. 
THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. 

Mr. Finpiey moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be pre- 
sented to Lanapon Curves, in testimony of their ap- 
probation of his conduct in discharge of the arduous 
and important duties assigned him whilst in the Chair. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to; and 
this vote having been announced, the Speaker 
addressed the Sines as follows: 

“ Gentiemen: I am very sensible of the honor you 
have done me by your vote; but I am much more 
deeply affected by the kindness of which it is an evi- 
dence—a kindness which has been uniform, and which 
alone could have sustained me in times and under 
circumstanees of such unusual difficulty and embar- 
rassment as those in which we have acted together. 
Almost the only qualification with which I took the 
Chair was a determination faithfully, impartially, and 
independently to do my duty; almost the only merit 
which I have been authorized to claim, while in it, has 
been that of a zealous endeavor to execute that deter- 
mination. But you, in the partiality of your kindness, 
have bestowed on these poor pretensions the highest 
excellence. Real gratitude, gentlemen, is not eloquent ; 
I can only say I thank you—affectionately and un- 
feignedly | thank you! May God bless you all, and 
restore you speedily and happily to your families and 
your homes !’ 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. PickerinG submitted the following propo- 
sitions of amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States; which were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring there- 
in, That the following articles be proposed to the 
Legislatures of the several States, as amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States, each of which, 
when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of 
the several States, shall be valid to all intents and 
purposes as part of the said Constitution : 

Anticre 1. Representatives and direct taxes shall 
be apportioned among the several States, which may 
be included within this Union, according to their re- 
spective number of free persons, including those bound 
to serve for a term of years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, and all other persons. 

Art. 2. No new State shall be admitted into the 


Union by Congress, in virtue of the power granted 
by the Constitution, without the concurrence of two- 
thirds of both Houses. 

Axr. 3, Congress shall not have power to lay any 
embargo on the ships or vessels of the citizens of the 
United States in the ports or harbors thereof, for more 
than sixty days. 

Arr. 4. Congress shall not have power, without the 
concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses, to interdict 
the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and any foreign nation, or the dependencies thereof. 

Arr. 5, Congress shall not make or declare war, or 
authorize acts of hostility, against any foreign nation, 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses, 
except such acts of hostility be in defence of the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, when actually invaded. 

Axr. 6. No person who shall hereafter be natural- 
ized shall be eligible as a member of the Senate or 
House of Representatives of the United States, nor 
capable of holding any civil office under the authority 
of the United States. 

Arr. 7. The same person shall not be elected Presi- 
dent of the United States a second time; nor shall 
the President be elected from the same State two 
terms in succession. 


COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 


Mr. Fisx, of Vermont, moved to proceed to 
the consideration of the bill for the further secu- 
rity of the colleetion of duties on imports and 
tonnage. 

Mr. Pirxin moved that the House now pro- 
eeed to the orders of the day. Negatived—55 
to 40. 

The question to postpone the said bill indefi- 
nitely being then again stated— 

The motion was supported be Mr. Wituiam 
Reep, of Massachusetts, to whom Mr. Fisk, of 
New York replied. 

Mr. Barnett then observing that this was the 
last day of the session, and that he found gentle- 
men were again commencing discussion on this 
question, required the previous question. 

This call was sapported by the House, bya 
vote of 57 to 42. 

The Speaker being about to put the previous 
question in the usual form— 

Mr. Suerrey moved that the bill lie on the 
table, and thereon required the yeas and nays; 
whieh motion was decided in the negative—For 
laying it on the table 47, against it 65, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Brigham, Caperton, Cilley, Clopton, Cox, Culpeper, 
Davenport, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Grosvenor, 
Hale, Hungerford, Hulbert, Kent of Maryland, King 
of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Moseley, Nelson, Oak- 
ley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, William Reed, 
Ridgely, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, 
Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, Stockton, 
Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Winter. 

Nays—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Avery, 
Barnett, Bines, Brown, Burwell, Cannon, Clendenin, 
Comstock, Condict, Crawford, Creighton, Crouch, 
Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylv’a, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, 
Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Gholson, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Irwin, 
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Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kerr, Kilbourn, Lef- 
ferts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Moore, Newton, 
Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, Sevier, 
Seybert, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, 
Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Troup, Udree, Wilson of 
Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 


The previous question was then taken, in the 
usual form, to wit: Shall the main question be 
now put? and passed in the affirmative—yeas 66, 
nays 43. 

The said main question was then taken, to wit: 
Shall the bill be read a third time? and passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 66, nays 48, as follows; 


Yxeas—-Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barnett, Bines, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Calhoun, 
Clendenin, Comstock, Condict, Crawford, Creighton, 
Crouch, Cuthbert, Davis of Pennsylvania, Desha, 
Duvall, Eppes, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of N. Y., Ghol- 
son, Goodwyn, Gourdin, Griffin, Hall, Harris, Has- 
brouck, Hawes, Hubbard, Humphreys, Irwin, Johnson 
of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Ker- 
shaw, Lefferts, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Montgomery, 
Moore, Murfree, Ormsby, Parker, Pickens, Piper, Plea- 
sants, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Sevier, Seybert, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Vir- 
ginia, Strong, Tannehill, Taylor, Troup, Udree, Wil- 
son of Pennsylvania, and Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Cilley, Clopton, Cox, 
Culpeper, Davenport, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, 
Grosvenor, Hale, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hungerford, 
Hulbert, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Mose- 
ley, Nelson, Oakley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
William Reed, Ridgely, Ruggles, Schureman, Sheffey, 
Sherwood, Slaymaker, Smith of New York, Stanford, 
Stockton, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, and Winter. 

The said bill was then read the third time, when 
a motion was made by Mr. Kina, of Massachu- 
setts, to recommit the bill for amendment, which 
was negatived. The question was then taken, 
Shall the bill pass? and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 


MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Troup, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House, at the conference, on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
ments depending to the bill “fixing the Military 
Peace Establishment of the United States,” re- 
ported the following modifications: 

That the Senate recede from the first amendment 
Pp ed to the bill ; 

hatin lieu of the second amendment proposed, the 


Senate agree to substitute the word “ten,” for the 
word “ fifteen ;’’ 


That the House of Representatives recede from their 


disagreement to all the other amendments pro db 
the Senate. coe scat 


The House proceeded to consider the said mod- 
ifications. 

Mr. Rosertson said, that he hoped the report 
of the committee of conference would be agreed 
to. He had voted against the reduction of the 
Army to six thousand. He was now prepared to 
sanction a much larger force. Circumstances 
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had occurred which produced considerable effect 
on his opinions. A report had been alluded to 
in debate, which merited much consideration. [t 
is said that the Floridas had been ceded by Spain 
to Britain. Britain had very formally protested 
against our taking possession of a part of the 
country denominated West Florida. He had no 
doubt, from information recently received, that 
an attack was about to be made on Mobile. The 
enemy were building barges on board their fleet, 
evidently with a view to continue the conflict, 
He had no apprehension of their again visiting 
New Orleans ; they would not soon, they would 
never, make another attempt upon that city. He 
believed Mobile was the object; they would be 
desirous of doing something to break their fall; 
to retrieve the expedition from utter disgrace. |i 
is by no means clear, that a knowledge of the 
treaty would arrest their designs. He had no 
confidence in the good faith of England. He 
believed that war still raged in the South. He 
had said, that notwithstanding the treaty, it was 

robable an effort would be made to seize on West 

lorida. He entertained another opinion which 
he would express; he believed, that, had the En- 
glish succeeded in getting possession of New Or- 
leans, they would not have given it up; but they 
would have found out some pretext for holding 
it. Why was the acquisition of Louisiana intro- 
duced into discussion at Ghent? What connex- 
ion had that subject with any question of con- 
troversy between the United States and England? 
It had reached us through various channels, that 
all officers necessary for the civil government of 
the country had accompanied the grand expedi- 
tion. Perhaps it might turn out, on explanation, 
that many important steps with a view to con- 
quest and permanent occupation, hnd been taken 
after the determination to sign the treaty had 
been formed. 

Under present circumstances, though hostile to 
a large army in time of peace, he was himself 
disposed to retain a larger force than ten thou- 
sand men; but he most earnestly hoped it would 
not be reduced below that number. 

The question was taken to concur in the sec- 
ond modification, to wit: That the Military Peace 
Establishment shall consist of “ten” thousand 
men, instead of “fifteen” thousand, as proposed 
by the Senate ; and it passed in the affirmative— 
yeas 70, nays 38, as follows: . 


Yzas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Calhoun, Clendenin, Clop- 
ton, Comstock, Crawford, Creighton, Culpeper, Cuth- 
bert, Duvall, Eppes, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of 
New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Jackson 
of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of 
Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, King of North Carolina, 
Leflerts, Lowndes, Lyle, McCoy, McKim, Montgome- 
ry, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, 
Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, 
Sage, Seybert, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Vir- 
ginia, Strong, Stuart, Tannehill, Taylor, Telfair. Troup, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, and Yancey. 


et ee ee ee” 
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Nars—Messrs. Bogie of Massachusetts, Bradbury,| made by Mr. Fisk, of New York, that the bill 


Brigham, Burwell, Caperton, Cannon, Cilley, Cox, 
Davenport, Desha, Ely, Farrow, Gaston, Geddes, Har- 
ris, Hungerford, King of Massachusetts, Lovett, Macon, 
Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, John Reed, Rug- 
gles, Schureman, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Stanford, 
Stockton, Sturges, Taggart, Vose, Ward of Massachu- 
setts, White, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massachusetts. 

The question was then taken, that the House 
recede from their disagreement to so much of the 
amendments of the Senate as proposes to strike 
out a part of the 6th and the whole of the 7th 
and 8th sections of the bill, being that part thereof 
which allows donations in land to disbanded offi- 
cers and soldiers, as is proposed in the third mod- 
ification recommended by the conferees; and 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 57, nays 55, as 
follows: 

Yseas—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Barnett, Baylies 
of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Bines, Bradbury, Brigham, 
Burwell, Caperton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clop- 
ton, Cox, Crawford, Cuthbert, Ely, Gaston, Geddes, 
Griffin, Hale, Hall, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Humphreys, Hulbert, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lovett, McCoy, Montgomery, Moseley, Ormsby, Pear- 
son, Pickering, Piper, Pitkin, John Reed, Ruggles, 
Schureman, Sheffey, Sherwood, Stanford, Stockton, 
Sturges, Taggart, Tannehill, Taylor, Vose, Ward of 
Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, Winter, and Yancey. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Avery, Bowen, Calhoun, 
Comstock, Creighton, Culpeper, Davis of Pennsylva- 
nia, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of 
Vermont, Fisk of New York, Franklin, Gholson, Good- 
wyn, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hungerford, Jackson of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Kennedy, Kent of Marylund, Kerr, Kershaw, King of 
North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Macon, McKim, 
Moore, Nelson, Newton, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of 
Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Sage, 
Sharp, Smith of Pennsylvania, Smith of Virginia, 
Strong, Telfair, Troup, Udree, and Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania. 

The question was then taken to recede from 
their disagreement to the residue of the amend- 
ments of the Senate, as proposed in the third 
modification recommended by the conferves ; and 
passed in the affirmative. 


CLOSING BUSINESS. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ to vest more 
effectually in the State Courts and in the District 
Courts of the United States jurisdiction in the 
cases therein mentioned,” with an amendment; 
in which they ask the concurrence of this House. 

The amendment was concurred in by the 
House. 

A message from the Senate infurmed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “An 
act to authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured, or destroyed, by the enemy, while in 
the military service of the United States,” with 
amendments. 

The amendments were read ; and a motion was 


be postponed indefinitely ; which was determined 
in the negative. 

The amendments were then in part concurred 
in, and in part disagreed to by the House. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the bill from the Senate “ for the relief of sun- 
dry persons in the service of the United States, 
in consequence of the destruction of their tools 
by fire at the Navy Yard.” The bill was report- 
ed without amendment, read the third time, and 
passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Military Esta 
lishment for the year 1815,” with amendments; 
in which they ask the concurrence of this House. 

The said amendments were read, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole. 

The House then went into Committee on the 
said amendments, agreed to the same; and they 
were concurred in by the House. 

The order of the day on the bill from the Sen- 
ate, “to authorize the settlement and payment of 
certain claims for the services of the militia,” be- 
ing called, Mr. Forsyru moved to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the said bill, and 
to refer the same to the Secretary of War, with 
instructions to report at the next session of Con- 
gress the amount and description of claims for 
which it provides, and the grounds upon which 
payment has been refused by the United States. 

A division of the question on this said motion 
was called for; when the question was taken on 
discharging the Committee of the Whole, and 
passed in the affirmative; and, on motion of Mr. 
Ruega, of Tennessee, the bill, together with the 
remaining member of the motion made by Mr. 
ForsytTu, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Ono motion of Mr. Saarp, a committee was ap- 
pointed, jointly, with a committee to be appointed 
by the Senate, to wait upon the President of the 
United States, and inform him that the two 
Houses are now ready to adjourn, and desire to 
know whether he has any further communication 
to make to them during the present session. 

Mr. Suarp, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait upon the President of the United States, 
and inform him of the approaching recess of Con- 
gress, reported that they had performed that duty, 
and that the President answered that he had no 
further communication to make to Congress at 
the present session. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate, having completed the Legislative 
business before them, are now ready to adjourn. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Sen- 
ate, to inform them that this House, having com- 
pleted the business before them, are also ready to 
adjourn; and that the Clerk do go with the said 
message. 

The Clerk having went with the said message, 
and being returned, the Speaker adjourned the 
House sine die. 
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Of such proceedings of the House of Representa- 
ee at the Third Session of A Thirteenth 
Congress, as, goes their consideration, were 
ordered to be kept secret, but, respecting which, 
the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken 
off by order of the House. 


Tuurspay, February 23, 1815. 


The confidential Message of the Presipent of 
THE Unirep States, communicated on this day, 
was then taken up, and read, as follows, viz: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States - 

Congress will have seen, by the communication from 
the Consul General of the United States, at Algiers, 
laid before them on the 17th of November, 1812, the 
hostile proceedings of the Dey against that function- 
ary. These have been followed by acts of more overt 
and direct warfare against the citizens of the United 
States trading in the Mediterranean; some of whom 
are still detained in captivity, notwithstanding the at- 
tempts which have been made to ransom them, and 
are treated with the rigor usual on the coast of Bar- 


bary. 

The considerations which rendered it unnecessary 
and unimportant to commence hostile operations on 
the part of the United States, being now terminated 
by the peace with Great Britain, which opens the 

of an active and valuable trade of their citizens 
within the range of the Algerine cruisers, I recommend 
to Congress the expediency of an act declaring the ex- 
istence of a state of war between the United States and 
the Dey of Algiers; and of such provisions as may be 
requisite for a vigorous prosecution of it to a success- 


ful issue. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Wasuincton, Feb. 23, 1815. 


Ordered, That the said communication be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Wricurt then submitted the following res- 
olution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations 
be instructed to inquire of the President the reasons 
assigned by the Dey of Algiers for his conduct towards 
the United States. 

And the question being taken, “ Will the House 
now consider the resolution?” it was determined 
in the negative. 





Fripay, February 24. 

Mr. Forsyru, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the President’s 
Message of yesterday, reported “a bill for the pro- 
tection of the commerce of the United States 
— the Algerine cruisers;” which was twice 
read. 

Mr. Gaston then moved to commit the bill to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, with in- 
structions “to inquire into and report, in detail, 
the facts upon which the measure contemplated 
by the bill is predicated.” 

Mr. Hatt then moved to postpone the bill in- 
definitely ; and, the question being taken thereon, 


it was determined in the negative—yeas 21, nay: 
108, as follows : 


Yuas—Messrs. Alston, Avery, Butler, Comstock, 
Crawford, Crouch, Davis of Pennsylvania, Griffin, 
Hall, Johnson of Kentucky, Lyle, Pearson, Piper, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Smith of ennsylvania, Stanford 
Strong, Tannehill, Wheaton, Williams, and Wilson 
of Pennsylvania. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barbour, Bay- 
lies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, Bines, Bowen, Boy4, 
Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Condict, Cooper, Creigh. 
ton, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davenport, Desha, Duvall, 
Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk o/ 
New York, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Geddes, Ghol. 
son, Goldsborough, Gourdin, Grosvenor, Hale, Harris, 
Hasbrouck, Hawes, Hawkins, Henderson, Hopkins o/ 
Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hungerford, Hul- 
bert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Jackson of Virginia, 
Kennedy, Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of Massa. 
chusetts, Law, Lefferts, Lovett, Lowndes, Macon, Mar- 
kell, McCoy, McKim, McLean, Moore, Moseley, Nel- 
son, Newton, Ormsby, Pickering, Pickens, Pitkin, 
Pleasants, John Reed, William Reed, Rhea of Ten- 
nessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, 
Sage, Schureman, Sevier, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, 
Shipherd, Slaymaker, Smith of Virginia, Stockton, 
Sturges, Taggart, Taylor, Telfair, Thompson, Troup, 
Udree, Vose, Ward of Massachusetts, White, Wilcox, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, Winter, Wood, Wright, 
and Yancey. 


Mr. Hat then moved to amend the motion of 
Mr. GasTon, by striking out the words “ the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations,” and inserting, in 
lieu thereof, the words “a select committee ;” and, 
the question being taken thereon, it passed in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Hawkins then moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill until Monday next; 
which was determined in the negative. 


The question was then taken on agreeing to 
Mr. Gaston’s motion, as amended, and passed in 
the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 42, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Alston, Baylies of Massachusetts, 
Bigelow, Bowen, Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Butler, 
Caperton, Cannon, Champion, Cilley, Clopton, Con- 
dict, Cooper, Creighton, Culpeper, Davenport, Desha, 
Duvall, Bly, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk of Ver- 
mont, Fisk of New York, Gaston, Goldsborough, Gros- 
venor, Hale, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Henderson, 
Hungerford, Hulbert, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent 
of Maryland, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, Lef- 
ferts, Lovett, Macon, Markell, McKim, Moore, Mose- 
ley, Ormsby, Pearson, Pickering, Pickens, Pitkin, 
John Reed, William Reed, Rich, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Seybert, Sheffey, Sherwood, Shipherd, Slaymaker, 
Stanford, Stockton, Sturges, Taylor, Vose, Ward o! 
Massachusetts, Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Williams, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
Winter, Wood, and Wright. 

Naxs—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Avery, Bar- 
bour, Bines, Calhoun, Comstock, Crouch, Cuthbert, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Hubbard, Humphreys, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jackson 
of Virginia, Johnson of Ky., Kennedy, Lowndes, Mc- 
Coy, McLean, Nelson, Newton, Piper, Pleasants, Rea 
of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Ringgold, Roane, 
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Robertson, Sage, Sharp, Smith of Virginia, Strong, 
Tannehill, Telfair, Udree, and Yancey. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Gaston, Forsyru, 
Warp of Massachusetts, Grosvenor, SeYBERT, 
McKim, and Newron, be the said committee. 





Tuespay, February 28. 


Mr. Gaston, from the select committee, to 
whom was referred, on the 24th instant, the bill 
for “the protection of the commerce of the Uni- 
ted States against the Algerine cruisers,” with 
instructions to inquire into, and report in detail, 
the facts upon which the measure contemplated 
by the bill is predicated,” made a report there- 
upon; which was read. The report is as follows: 


The committee to whom has been referred the bill 
“for the protection of the commerce of the United 
States against the Algerine cruisers,” with instructions 
to inquire and report, in detail, the facts upon which 
the measure contemplated by the bill is predicated, 
report: 

hat, in the month of July, 1812, the Dey of Algiers 
taking offence, or pretending to take offence, at the 
quantity and quality of a shipment of military stores, 
made by the United States in pursuance of the stipu- 
lation in the Treaty of 1795, and, refusing to receive 
the stores, extorted from the American Consul Gene- 
ral at Algiers, by threats of personal imprisonment, 
and of reducing to slavery all Americans in his power, 
a sum of money claimed as arrearages of treaty stipu- 
lations, and denied by the United States to be due; 
and then compelled the Consul, and all citizens of the 
United States at Algiers, abruptly to quit his do- 
minions. 

It further appears to the committee, that, on the 
25th of August following, the American brig Edwin, 
of Salem, owned by Nathaniel Silsbee of that place, 
while on a voyage from Malta to Gibraltar, was taken 
by an Algerine corsair, and carried into Algiers as 
prize. The commander of the brig, Captain George 
Campbell Smith, and the crew, ten in number, have 
ever since been detained in captivity, with the excep- 
tion of two of them, whose release has been effected 
under circumstances not indicating any change of hos- 
tile temper on the part of the Dey. It also appears 
that a vessel, sailing under the Spanish flag, has been 
condemned in Algiers as laying a false claim to that 
flag, and concealing her true American character. In 
this vessel was taken a Mr. Pollard, who claims to be 
an American citizen, and is believed to be of Norfolk, 
Virginia, and who, as an American citizen, is kept in 
captivity. The Government, justly solicitous to relieve 
these unfortunate captives, caused an agent (whose 
connexion with the Government was not disclosed) to 
be sent to Algiers, with the means, and with instruc- 
tions to effect their ransom, if it could be done at a 
price not exceeding three thousand dollars per man. 
The effort did not succeed, because of the Dey’s avow- 
ed policy to increase the number of his American 
slaves, in order to be able to compel a renewal of his 
Treaty with the United States on terms suited to his 
rapacity. Captain Smith, Mr. Pollard, and the master 
of the Edwin, are not confined, nor kept at hard labor; 
but the rest of the captives are subjected to the well 
known horrors of Algerine slavery. The committee 
have not been apprized of any other specific outrages 
upon the persons or property of American citizens, be- 





sides those stated ; and they apprehend that the few- 
ness of these is attributable to the want of opportunity, 
and not of inclination in the Dey, to prey upon our 
commerce, and to enslave our citizens. The war with 
Britain has hitherto shut the Mediterranean against 
American vessels, which it may be presumed will now 
shortly venture upon it. 

The committee are all of opinion, upon the evidence 
which has been laid before them, that the Dey of Al- 
giers considers his Treaty with the United States as at 
an end, and is waging war against them. The evi- 
dence upon which this opinion is founded, and from 
which are extracted the facts above stated, accompa- 
nies this report, and with it is respectfully submitted. 

The said bi!! being then amended, by prefixing 
the following preamble— 

‘‘ Whereas the Dey of Algiers, on the coast of Bar- 
bary, has alakenien a predatory warfare against the 
United States,” 


Mr. Go_pssoroucH moved further to amend 
the bill by inserting, after the word “aforesaid,” 
in the 4th line of the second section, the follow- 
ing words: 

“If the Dey of Algiers shall not, on demand by an 
accredited agent of the United States, duly authorized 
for that purpose, deliver up, without delay, all Ameri- 
can citizens who may be detained by him as prisoners 
or slaves, and return to a state of amity with the Uni- 
ted States, by a treaty of peace.” 


And the question being taken thereon, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 47, nays 92, as 
follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Baylies of Massachusetts, Bigelow, 
Boyd, Bradbury, Brigham, Caperton, Champion, Cil- 
ley, Condict, Cooper, Davenport, Ely, Geddes, Golds- 
borough, Goodwyn, Hale, Hasbrouck, Henderson, Hun- 
gerford, Jackson of Rhode Island, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, King of Massachusetts, Law, 
Lovett, Moseley, Pearson, Pickering, Pitkin, Potter, 
John Reed, Ruggles, Sheffey, Slaymaker, Stanford, 
Strong, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, 
Wheaton, White, Wilcox, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
and Winter. 

Nars—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ave- 
ry, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bines, Bowen, Brown, 
Burwell, Calhoun, Cannon, Clopton, Comstock, Cox, 
Creighton, Crouch, Culpeper, Cuthbert, Davis of Penn- 
sylvania, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Farrow, Findley, Fisk 
of Vermont, Fisk of New York, Forsyth, Franklin, 
Gaston, Gholson, Gourdin, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, 
Hanson, Harris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins of Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, Hulbert, Irwin, Jack- 
son of Virginia, Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn, King of North Carolina, Lefferts, 
Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, McKim, Montgomery, 
Moore, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Ormsby, Pickens, 
Piper, Pleasants, William Reed, Rea of Pennsylvania, 
Rhea “of Tennessee, Rich, Ringgold, Roane, Robert- 
son, Sage, Schureman, Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sher- 
wood, Smith of New York, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Smith of Virginia, Stockton, Tannehill, Taylor, Tel- 
fair, Troup, Udree, Ward of Massachusetts, Williams, 
Wilson of Pennsylvania, Wright, and Yancey. 

Mr. Stanrorp then moved to amend thesame 
section, by inserting, after the word “ into,” in the 
7th line, the word “‘some,” and after the word 
“port,” in the same line, the words “of the Uni- 
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ted States ;” which motion was determined in the 


oe 

r. S. then moved to amend the same section, 
by inserting, after the word “of,” in the tenth 
line, the word “ maritime;” which was also deter- 
mined in the negative. 


The question was taken on engrossing the bill, 
and reading it a third time, and passed in the 
affirmative—yeas 94, nays 32, as follows : 


Yxas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Barbour, Bay- 
lies of Massachusetts, Bines, Bowen, Bradbury, Bur- 
well, Calhoun, Cannon, Champion, Clopton, Condict, 
Cox, Creighton, Cuthbert, Desha, Duvall, Eppes, Far- 
row, Findley, Fisk of Vermont, Fisk of New York, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gholson, Goodwyn, Gour- 
din, Grosvenor, Hale, Hall, Harris, Hasbrouck, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hopkins of Kentucky, Hubbard, Humphreys, 
Hungerford, Hulbert, Irwin, Jackson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Kentucky, Kennedy, Kent of New York, 
Kent of Maryland, Kerr, Kershaw, Kilbourn, King 
of North Carolina, Lefferts, Lowndes, Macon, McCoy, 
Montgomery, Moore, Nelson, Newton, Oakley, Orms- 
by, Pickens, Pleasants, Potter, John Reed, Wm. Reed, 
Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Tennessee, Rich, Ring- 








gold, Roane, Robertson, Ruggles, Sage, Schureman 
Sevier, Seybert, Sharp, Sheffey, Sherwood, Smith of 
New York, Smith of Virginia, Stockton, Stuart, Tan. 
nehill, Taylor, Telfair, ‘Troup, Udree, Ward of Mas. 
sachusetts, Wilson of Pennsylvania, Winter, anj 
Yancey. 

Nars—Messrs. Bard, Bigelow, Brigham, Brown, 
Caperton, Cilley, Constock, Crouch, Davenport, Davis 
of Pennsylvania, Ely, Goldsborough, Henderson, King, 
of Massachusetts, Law, Lovett, Pearson, Pickering, 
Piper, Pitkin, Slaymaker, Smith of Pennsylvania, 
Stanford, Strong, Sturges, Taggart, Thompson, Vose, 
Wheawn, White, Wilcox, and Wilson of Massa. 
chusetts. 


And the bill having been engrossed, was read 
a third time, and sent to the Senate by the hands 
of Mr. Gaston and Mr. Forsyrua. 





Tuurspay, March 2. 


The bill “for the protection of the commerce 
of the United States against the Algerine cruis. 
ers,” was returned from the Senate, they having 
passed it without amendment. And the injunc- 
tion of secrecy was removed. 
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TO THE HISTORY OF THE THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. 


[THIRD 8 


ESSION.] 


COMPRISING THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING THAT CON- 
GRESS, AND THE PUBLIC ACTS PASSED BY IT. 





GREAT BRITAIN—RETALIATION. 


[Communicated to Congress, the 26th day of Septem- 
ber, 1814.] 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 
I transmit to Congress, for their information, 
copies of a letter from Admiral Cochrane, com- 
manding His Britannic Majesty’s naval forces on 


- the American station, to the Secretary of State, 


with his answer, and a reply from Admiral Coch- 


JAMES MADISON. 
Sepremser 26, 1814. 





Vice Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to Mr. Monroe. 
His Brirannic Masesty’s sHIP THE 
Tonnant, Patuxent River, 
August 18, 1814. 

Sir: Having been called upon by the Governor 
General of the Canadas to aid him in carrying 
into effect measures of retaliation against the in- 
habitants of the United States for the wanton 
destruction committed by their army in Upper 
Canada, it has become imperiously my duty, con- 
formably with the nature of the Governor Gen- 
eral’s application, to issue to the naval force un- 
der my command, an order to destroy and lay 
waste such towns and districts upon the coast as 
may be found assailable. 

I had hoped that this contest would have ter- 
minated without my being obliged to resort to 
severities which are contrary to the usage of civil- 
ized warfare, and as it has been with extreme re- 
luctance and concern that I have found myself 
compelled to adopt this system of devastation, I 
shall be equally gratified if the conduct of the 
Executive of the Gnited States will authorize my 
staying such proceedings, by making reparation 
to the suffering inhabitants of Upper Canada, 
thereby manifesting that, if the destructive mea- 
sures pursued by their army were ever sanctioned, 
they will no longer be permitted by the Govern- 
ment. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALEX. COCHRANE, 
Vice Admiral, Commander, §c. 
Hor. James Monroe. 
13th Con. 3d Szss.—41 


| Mr. Monroe to Sir Alexander Cochrane, Vice Admi- 


ral, d&c. 


September 6, 1814. 


Sir: I have had the honor of receiving your 
‘letter of the 18th of August, stating that, having 
been called on by the Governor General of the 
Canadas, to aid him in carrying into effect meas- 
| ures of retaliation against the inhabitants of the 

United States for the wanton desolation commit- 
ted by their army in Upper Canada, it has be- 
come your duty, conformably with the nature 
of the Governor General’s application, to issue 
to the naval force under your command an 
order to destroy and lay waste such towns and 
| districts upon the coast as may be found assail- 
able. 
| It is seen, with the greatest surprise, that this 
| system of devastation, which has been practised 
by the British forces, so manifestly contrary to 
the usage of civilized warfare, is placed by you 
on the ground of retaliation. No sooner were the 
United States compelled to resort to war against 
Great Britain, than they resolved to wage it in a 
manner most consonant to the principles of hu- 
manity, and to those friendly relations which it 
was desirable to preserve between the two na- 
tions after the restoration of peace. They per- 
ceived, however, with the deepest regret, that a 
spirit, alike just and humane, was neither cher- 
ished nor acted on by your Government. Such 
| an assertion would not be hazarded if it was not 
supported by facts, the proof of which has, per- 
haps, already carried the same conviction to other 
nations that it has to the people of these States. 
Without dwelling on the deplorable cruelties 
committed by the savages in the British ranks, 
and in British pay, at the river Raisin, which, to 
this day, has never been disavowed or atoned for, 
I refer, as more immediately connected with the 
subject of your letter, to the wanton desolation 
that was committed at Havre-de-Grace and at 
Georgetown, early in the Spring of 1813. These 
villages were burnt and ravaged by the naval 
forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of their un- 
armed inhabitants, who saw, with astonishment, 
that they derived no protection to their property 
from the laws of war. During the same season, 
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scenes of invasion and pillage, carried on under 
the same authority, were witnessed all along the 
waters of the Chesapeake, to an extent inflicting 
the most serious private distress, and under cir- 
cumstances that justified the suspicion that re- 
venge and cupidity, rather than the manly mo- 
tives that should dictate the hostility of a high- 
minded foe, led to their perpetration. The late 
destruction of the houses of the Government in 
this city is another act which comes necessarily 
into view. In the wars of modern Europe, no 
example of the kind, even among nations the most 
hostile to each other, can be traced. In the course 
of ten years past, the capitals of the principal 
Powers of the continent of Europe have been 
conquered, and occupied alternately by the victo- 
rious armies of each other, and no instance of such 
wanton and unjustifiable destruction has been 
seen. We must go back to distant and barbarous 
ages to finda parallel for the acts of which I com- 
ain. 

. Althougi these acts of desolation invited, if 
they did not impose on the Government the ne- 
cessity of retaliation, yet in no instance has it been 
authorized. 

The burning of the village of Newark in Up- 
per Canada, posterior to the early outrages above 
enumerated, was not executed on that principle. 
The village of Newark adjoined Fort George, 
and its destruction was justified by the officers 
who ordered it, on the ground that it became ne- 
cessary in the military operations there. The 
act, however, was disavowed by the Government. 
The burning which took place at Long Point was 
unauthorized by the Government, and the conduct 
of the officer subjected to the investigation of a 
military tribunal. For the burning at St. Da- 
vid’s, committed by stragglers, the officer who 
commanded in that quarter was dismissed, with- 
out a trial, for not preventing it. 

{ am commanded by the President distinctly 
to state, that it as little comports with any orders 
which have been issued to the military and na- 
val commanders of the United States, as it does 
with the established and known humanity of the 
American nation, to pursue a system which it 
appears you have adopted. This Government 
owes it to itself, to the principles which it has 
ever held sacred, to disavow, as justly chargeable 
to it, any such wanton, cruel, and unjustifiable 
warfare. 

Whatever unauthorized irregularities may have 
been committed by any of its troops, it would 
have been ready, acting on these principles of 
sacred and eternal obligation, to disavow, and, as 
far as might be practicable, to repair. But, in 
the plan of desolating warfare which your letter 
so explicitly makes known, and which is attempt- 
ed to be excused on a plea so utterly groundless, 
the President perceives a spirit of deep-rooted 
hostility, which, without the evidence of such 
facts, he could not have believed existed, or would 
have been carried to such an extremity. 

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever na- 
ture they may be, not sanctioned by the law of 
nations, which the military and naval force of 


Relations with Great Britain. 





either Power may have committed against the 
other, this Government will always be ready to 
enter into reciprocal arrangements. It js pre. 
sumed that your Government will neither ex. 
pect nor propose any which are not reciprocal, 

Should your Government adhere to a system 
of desolation, so contrary to the views and prac. 
tice of the United States, so revolting to hu- 
manity, and repugnant to the sentiments and 
usages of the civilized world, whilst it will be 
seen with the deepest regret, it must and will be 
met with a determination and constancy becom. 
ing a free people contending in a just cause for 
their essential rights and dearest interests. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Sir ALexanper CocuRane, 
‘ice Admiral, Commander, ¢c. 





Vice Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane to Mr. Monroe, 


His Brirannic Masgesty’s suip 
TONNANT, IN THE CHESAPEAKE, 
September 19, 1814. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter of the 6th instant this morning, in reply to 
the one which I addressed to you from the Pa- 
tuxent. 

As I have no authority from my Government 
to enter upon any kind of discussion relative to 
the points contained in your letter, I have only 
to regret that there does not appear to be any 
hope that I shall be authorized to recall my gen- 
eral order; which has been further sanctioned by 
a subsequent request from Lieutenant General 
Sir George Prevost. 

A copy of your letter will this day be forwarded 
by me to England, and, until I receive instruc- 
tions from my Government, the measures which 
I have adopted must be persisted in, unless remu- 
neration be made to the inhabitants of the Cana- 
das for the injuries they have sustained from the 
outrages committed by the troops of the United 
States. 

I have the honor to be, yours, &c. 
ALEX. COCHRANE, 
Vice Admiral, Commander, &c. 
Hon. James Monroe. 





—_——- - 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


[Communicated to Congress, October 10th and 14th, 
and December 1, 1814.] 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 


I lay before Congress communications just re- 
ceived from the Plenipotentiaries of the United 
States charged with negotiating peace with Great 
Britain, showing the conditions on which alone 
that Government is willing to put an end to the 
war. 

The instructions to those Plenipotentiaries, 
disclosing the grounds on which they were au- 
thorized to negotiate and conclude a treaty of 
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peace, will be the subject of another communi- 


wr JAMES MADISON. 
WasuineTon, October 10, 1814 





To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I now transmit to Congress copies of the in- 
structions to the Plenipotentiaries of the United 
States charged with negotiating a peace with 
Great Britain, as referred to in my message of 


the 10th instant. 
. JAMES MADISON. 
Wasuinoton, October 14, 1814. 





To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit for the information of Congress the 
communications last received from the Ministers 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Ghent, explaining the course and actual 
state of their negotiations with the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of Great Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 

December 1, 1814. 





Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the United States for treating of peace with 
Great Britain. 

Department or Stare, April 15, 1813. 

GentLemen : I had the honor, on the ul- 
timo, to receive from Mr. Adams two letters, one 
bearing date 30th September, the other on the 
17th October last, communicating the overture 
of the Emperor of Russia to promote peace by 
his friendly mediation between the United States 
and Great Britain. On the day following, Mr. 

Daschkoff, the Russian Minister, made a similar 

communication to this Department. The sub- 

ject has, in consequence, been duly considered, 
and I have now to make known to you the result. 

The President has not hesitated to accept the 
mediation of Russia, and he indulges a strong 
hope that it will produce the desired effect. It is 
not known that Great Britain has acceded to the 
proposition, but it is presumed that she will not 
decline it. The President thought it improper 
to postpone his decision until he should hear of 
that of the British Government. Sincerely de- 
sirous of peace, he has been willing to avail him- 
self of every opportunity which might tend to 
promote it, on just and honorable conditions, 
and in accepting this overture he has been par- 
ticularly gratified to evince, by the manner of it, 
the distinguished consideration which the United 

States entertain for the Emperor Alexander. 

Should the British Governmentaccept the medi- 

ation, the negotiation to which it leads will be 

held at St. Petersburg. The President commits 
it to you, for which a commission is enclosed, 
and he has appointed Mr. Harris secretary of the 
mission. 

The impressment of our seamen and illegal 
blockades, as exemplified more particularly in the 

Orders in Council, were the principal causes of 
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the war. Had not Great Britain persevered ob- 
stinately in the violation of these important rights, 
the war would not have been declared. It will 
cease as soon as these rights are respected. 
The proposition made by Mr. Russell to the 
British Government immediately after the war, 
and the answer given by this Department to Ad- 
miral Warren’s letter since, show the ground on 
which the United States were willing to adjust 
the controversy relative to impressment. 

This has been further evinced by a report of 
the Committee of Foreign Relations of the House 
of Representatives, and an act of Congress passed 
in consequence of that report. By these docu- 
ments you will see that, to accommodate this 
important difference, the United States are dis- 
posed to exclude British seamen altogether from 
the American service. This being effectually 
done, the British Government can have no pre- 
text for the practice. How shall it be done? 
By restraints to be imposed by each nation on 
the naturalization of the seamen of the other, ex- 
cluding, at the same time, all others not natu- 
ralized? Or shall the right of each nation to 
naturalize the seamen of the other be prohibited, 
and each exclude from its service the natives of 
the other? Whatever the rule is, it ought to be 
reciprocal. If Great Britain is allowed to natu- 
ralize American seamen, the United States should 
ane the same privilege. If it is demanded that 
the United States shal! exclude from their service 
all native British subjects, a like exclusion of 
American citizens from the British service ought 
to be reciprocated. The mode also should be 
common to both countries. Each should be at 
liberty to give the same facilities, or be bound to 
impose the same restraints that the other does. 
The President is willing to agree to either alter- 
native, and to carry it into effect by the most 
eligible regulations that can be devised. 

If the first alternative is adopted, the extent of 
the proposed exclusion will depend on the im- 
pediments to naturalization, on the efficacy of 
the regulations to prevent imposition, and the 
fidelity of their execution. The greater the diffi- 
culty in acquiring the right of citizenship, the 
easier will it be to avoid imposition, and the more 
complete the desired exclusion. The law of the 
last session of Congress relative to seamen proves 
how sincerely desirous the Legislative as well 
as Executive branch of our Government is, to 
adjust this controversy, on conditions which 
may be satisfactory to Great Britain. = that 
law it is made indispensable for every British 
subject who may hereafter become a citizen, to 
reside five years, without intermission, within 
the United States, and so many guards are im- 
posed to prevent frauds, that it seems to be im- 
possible that they should be eluded. No British 
subject can be employed in a public or private 
ship of the United States, unless he produces to 
the commander, in the one instance, and to the 
collector, in the other, a certified copy of the act 
by which he became naturalized. A list of the 
crew, in the case of a private ship, must be taken, 
certified and recorded by the collector, and the 
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Ghihetls of doeainérclal agents Of Gireat Biieain | leaves it with Yegtet, dad: Adopts snort: or commercial agents of Great Britain 
may object to any seamen, and attend the inves- 


tion. The commander of a public ship re- 
ceiving a person not duly qualified, shall forfeit 
a thousand dollars 


and the commander or owner 
of a private ship, . knowing thereof, five hundred 
dollars, to be recovered in any action of debt, one- 
half to the informer, and one-half to the United 
States. It is also made penal, punishable asa 
felony by imprisonment and labor from three to 
five years, or by fine from five hundred to one 
thousand dollars, for any person to forge or coun- 
terfeit, or to pass or use any forged or counter- 
feited certificate of citizenship, or to sell or dis- 
pose of one. 

It may fairly be presumed, that, if this law 
should be carried into effect, it would exclude all 
British seamen from our service. 

By requiring five years continued residence in 
the United States, as the condition of citizenship, 
few if any British seamen would ever take ad- 
vantage of it. Such as had left Great Britain, 
and had resided five years in this country, would 
be likely to abandon the sea forever, And by 
making it the duty of the commanders of our 
public, and of the collectors in the case of private 
ships, to require an authenticated copy from the 
clerk of the court, before which a British subject, 
who offered his service, had been naturalized, as 
indispensable to his admission, and highly penal 
in either to take a person not duly qualified, and 
by allowing also British agents to object to any 
one offering his service, and to prosecute by suit 
the commander or collector, as the case might 
be, for receiving an improper person, it seems to 
be impossible that such should be received. 

If the second alternative is adopted, that is, if 
all native British subjects are to be hereafter ex- 
cluded from our service, it is important that the 
stipulation providing for it should operate so as 
not to affect those who have been already natu- 
ralized. By our law, all the rights of natives are 
given to naturalized citizens, “It is contended by 
some that these complete rights do not extend 
beyond the limits of the United States; that, in 
naturalizing a foreigner, no State can absolve him 
from the obligation which he owes to his former 
Government, and that he becomes a citizen in a 
qualified sense only. This doctrine, if true in 
any case, is less applicable to the United States 
than to any other Power. Expatriation seems 
to be a natural right, and, by the original charac- 
ter of our institutions, founded by compact on 
principle, and articularly by the unqualified in- 
vestment of i adopted citizen with the full 
rights of the native,all thatthe United Statescould 
do, to place him ‘on the same footing, has been 
done. In point of interest, the object is of little 
importance to either party. The number to be 
affected by the stipulation is inconsiderable ; nor 
can that be a cause of surprise, when the charac- 
ter of that class of men is considered. It rarely 
happens that a seaman, who settles on a farm, 
or engages in a trade, and pursues it for any 
length of time, returns to sea. His youthful 
days are exhausted in his first occupation. He 


leaves it with regret, and adopts another, either 
* consequence of marriage, of disease, or as an 
sylum for old age. 

o ® stipulation which shall operate prospect. 
ively only, the same objection does not apply. [p 
naturalizing foreigners, the Onited States ma 
prescribe the limit to which their privileges shaj 
extend. If it is made a condition that no native 
British subject, who may hereafter become a cit- 
izen, shall be employed in our public or private 
ships, their exclusion will violate noright. Those 
who might become citizens afterwards would ac- 
quire the right, subject to that condition, and would 
be bound by it. To such a stipulation, "the Presi- 
dent is willing to assent, although he would much 
prefer the alternative of restraints on naturaliza- 
tion ; and, to prevent frauds, and to carry the 
same fully into effect, you are authorized to apply 
all the restraints and checks, with the necessary 
modifications, to suit the cases that are provided 
in the act above recited, relative to seamen, for 
the purposes of that act. 

In requiring that the stipulation to exclude 
British seamen from our service, with the regu- 
lations for carrying it into effect, be made reci- 
procal, the President desires that you make a 
provision, authorizing the United States, if they 
should be so disposed, to dispense with the obli- 
t ations imposed by it on American citizens. 

he liberal spirit of our Government and laws 
is unfriendly to restraints on our citizens, such 
at least, as are imposed on British subjects, from 
becoming members of other societies. This has 
been shown in the law of the last session, relative 
to seamen, to which your particular attention has 
been already drawn. This provision may like- 
wise be reciprocated if desired. 

The President is not particularly solicitous 
that either of these alternatives (making the pro- 
posed reservation in case the latter be) should be 
preferred. To secure the United States against 
impressment he is willing to adopt either. He 
expects in return, that a clear and distinct provi- 
sion shall be made against the practice. The 
precise form in which it may be done is not in- 
sisted on, provided the import is explicit. All 
that is required is, that, in consideration of the 
act to be performed on the part of the United 
States, the British Government shall stipulate 
in some adequate manner, to terminate or for- 
bear the practice of impressment from American 
vessels. 

It has been suggested, as an expedient made 
for the adjustment of this controversy, that Brit- 
ish cruisers should have a right to search our 
vessels for British seamen, but that the comman- 
ders thereof should be subjected to penalties 
in case they made mistakes, and took from them 
American citizens. By this the British Govern- 
ment would acquire the right of search for sea- 
men, with that of impressing from our vessels 
the subjects of all other Powers, It will not es- 
cape your attention that, by admitting the right, 
in any case, we give up the principle, and leave 
the door open to every kind of abuse. The same 
objection is applicable to any and every other 
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arrangement which withholds the respect due to 
our flag, by not allowing it to protect the crew 
sailing Under it, 

If the first alternative should be adopted, it will 
follow that none of the British seamen who may 
be in the United States at the time the treaty 
takes effect, and who shall not have become citi- 
zens, will be admitted into our service until they 
acquire that right, 

f the second is adopted, the number of native 
British seamen, who have been naturalized, and 
will be admissible into our service, will not, it is 
believed, exceed a few hundred; all others who 
may be in the United States at the time the treaty 
takes effect, or who may arrive afterwards, will 
be excluded. 

As a necessary incident to an adjustment on 
the principle of either alternative, it is expected 
that all American seamen, who have been im- 

ressed, will be discharged, and that those who 

ve been naturalized, under the British laws, by 
compulsive service, will be permitted to with- 
draw. 

I have to repeat that the great object which 
you have to secure, in regard to impressment, is, 
that our flag shall protect the crew, and, providing 
for this in a satisfactory manner, that you are 
authorized to secure Great Britain effectually 
against the employment of her seamen in the ser- 
vice of the United States. This, it is believed, 
would be done by the adoption of either the above 
alternatives, and the application to that which 
may be adopted, of the checks contained in the 
law of the last session, relative to seamen; in aid 
of which it will always be in the power of Great 
Britain to make regulations operating in her own 
ports with a view to the same effect. To termi- 
nate, however, this controversy, in a manner 
satisfactory to both parties, the President is will- 
ing, should other checks be suggested as likely 
to be more effectual, consistent with the spirit of 
our Constitution, that you should adopt them. 
The strong feature of the first alternative, which 
authorizes the naturalization of seamen, requires 
their continued residence in the United States 
for five years, as indispensable to the attainment 
of that right. In case this alternative be adopted, 
the President is willing, for example, to secure a 
compliance with that condition, to make it the 
duty of each alien, who may be desirous to be- 
come a citizen, to appear in court every year, fur 
the term of five years, until his right shall be 
completed. This example is given, not asa limi- 
tation, but as an illustration of your power; for 
to the exclusion of British seamen from our ser- 
vice no repugnance is felt. To such exclusion 
the amicable adjustment of this controversy with 
Great Britain affords a strong motive, but not the 
only one. It is a growing sentiment in the Uni- 
ted States that they ought to depend on their 
own population for the supply of their ships of 
waraod merchant service. Experience has shown 
that it is an abundant resource. In expressing 
this sentiment you will do it in’a manner to in- 
spire more fully a confidence that the arra 
ment which you may enter into will be carried 
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faithfully into effect, without derogating, how- 
ever, from the conciliatory spirit of the accom- 
modation. 

A strong desire has heretofore been expressed 
by the British Government to obtain of the Uni- 
ted States an arrangement to prevent the deser- 
tion of British seamen when in our ports, and it 
cannot be doubted that a stipulation to that effect 
would be highly satisfactory as well as useful to 
Great Britain. It is fairly to be preparer that 
it, alone, would afford to the British Government 
a strong inducement to enter into a satisfactory 
arrangement of the difference relating to im- 
pressment. The claim is not inadmissible, esp 
cially as the United States have a reciprocal in- 
terest in the restoration of deserters from Ameri- 
can vessels in British ports; you may, therefore, 
agree to an article, such as has been heretofore 
authorized by the United States, which shall 
make it the duty of each party to deliver them up. 

Of the right of the United States to be exempted 
from the degrading practice of impressment, so 
much has been already said, and with such ability, 
that it would be useless, especially to you, who 
are otherwise so well acquainted with it, to dilate 
on its merits. I must observe, however, that the 
practice is utterly repugaant to the law of na- 
tions; that it is supported by no treaty with any 
nation ; that it was never acquiesced in by any ; 
and that a submission to it by the United States 
would be the abandonment, in favor of Great 
Britain, of all claim to neutral rights, and of all 
other rights on the ocean. 

This practice is not founded on any belligerent 
right. The greatest extent to which the belli- 
gerent claim has been carried, over the vessels of 
neutral nations, is, to board and take from them 
persons in the land and sea service of an enemy 
contraband of war, and enemy’s property. All 
nations agree respecting the two first articles, but 
there has been and still exists a diversity of opin- 
ion as to the last. On that and other questions 
of considerable importance, disputes have arisen 
which are yet unsettled. The Empress Cathe- 
rine, of Russia, a distinguished advocate of just 
principles, placed herself. in 1780, at the head of 
neutral nations, in favor of a liberal construction 
of their rights, and her successors have generally 
followed her example. In all the discussions on 
these topics, we find nothing of the British claim 
to impressment; no acknowledgment of itin any 
treaty, or proof of submission to it by any Power. 
If instances have occurred in which British eruis- 
ers have taken British seamen from the vessels of 
other nations, they were, as it is presumed, in 
cases either not acquiesced in, or of an extraor- 
dinary nature only, affording no countenance to 
their practice and pretension im relation to the 
United States. Cases of this kind, if such there 
be, afford no proof of a systematic claim in the 
British Government to impressment, or of sub- 
mission to it by other Powers. This claim has 
been set up against the United States only, who 
have, in consequence thereof, been compelled to 
discuss its merits. 

The claim is, in fact, traced to another source, 
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the allegiance due by British subjects to their 
Sovereign, and his right, by virtue thereof, to 
their service. This has been distinctly stated in 
a late declaration by the Prince Regent. Know- 
ing the nature of the claim, we know also the 
extent of the right and obligations incident to it. 
Allegiance is a political relation between a sov- 
ereign and his people. It is the obligation which 
binds the latter in return for the protection which 
they receive. These reciprocal duties have the 
same limit. They are confined to the dominions 
of the sovereign, beyond which he has no rights, 
can afford no protection, and of course can claim 
noallegiance. A citizen or subject of one Power, 
entering the dominions of another, owes allegi- 
ance to the latter in return for the protection he 
receives. Whether a sovereign has a right to 
claim the service of such of his subjects as have 
left his own dominions, is a question respecting 
which also a difference of opinion may exist. It 
is certain that no sovereign has a right to pursue 
his subjects into the territories of another, be the 
motive for it what itmay. Such an entry, with- 
out the consent of the other Power, would be a 
violation of its territory, and an act of hostility. 
Offenders, even conspirators, cannot be pursued 
by one Power into the territory of another, nor 
are they delivered up by the latter, except in 
compliance with treaties, or by favor. That the 
vessels of a nation are considered a part of its 
territory, with the exception of the belligerent 
right only, is a principle too well established to 
be brought into discussion. Hach State has ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over its own vessels. Its laws 
govern in them, and offences against those laws 
are punishable by its tribunals only. The flag of 
a nation protects everything sailing under it in 
time of peace, and in time of war li ewise, with 
the exception of the belligerent rights growing 
out of the war. Anentry on board the vessels of 
one Power by the cruisers of another, in any other 
case, and the exercise of any other authority over 
them, is a violation of right, and an act of hos- 
tility. 

he British Government, aware of the truth 
of this doctrine, has endeavored to avoid its con- 
sequences in the late declaration of the Prince 
Regent. It has not contended that British cruis- 
ers have a right to pursue and search our vessels 
for British seamen. It asserts only that they 
have a right to search them for other objects, and 
being on board for a lawful cause, and finding 
British seamen there, that they have a right to 
impress and bring them away, under the claim of 
allegiance. When we see a systematic pursuit 
of our vessels by British cruisers, and the im- 
pressment of seamen from them, not at a port of 
the enemy, where a regular blockade has been 
instituted, and by the blockading squadron, but 
in every part of the ocean, on our coast, and even 
in our harbors, it is difficult to believe that im- 
pressment is not the real motive, and the other 
the pretext for it. But, to place this argument of 
the British Government on the strongest ground, 
let it be admitted that the entry was lawful, is it 
so to commit an act not warranted by the pur- 


EEE 
ose for which the entry was made? There js q 
evity in this argument which neither suits the 
parties nor the subject. The British Goverp. 
ment founds its right of impressment from our 
ships on that of allegiance, which is a permanent 
right, equally applicable to peace and war. The 
right of impressment, therefore, from the vessels 
of other Powers must likewise be permanent, ang 
equally applicable to peace and war. !: would 
not, however, take this broad ground, lest the in- 
justice and extravagance of the pretension might 
excite the astonishment and indignation of other 
Powers, to whom it would be equally applicable, 
To claim it as a belligerent right would have been 
equally unjust and atest, as no trace of it could 
be found in the belligerent code. The British 
Government was therefore reduced to a very em- 
barrassing dilemma. To acknowledge that it 
could not support the claim on either principle 
would be to relinquish it, and yet it could rely on 
neither. It endeavored to draw some aid from 
both. A state of war exists which brings the par- 
ties together, Great Britain as a belligerent, and 
the United States as a neutral Power. British 
officers have now a right to board and search 
American vessels, but for what? Persons in the 
service of an enemy, contraband of war, or en- 
emy’s property? This would not accomplish the 
end. It is, however, the utmost limit of the belli- 
gerentright. Allegiance, which is an attribute of 
sovereignty, comes to her aid and communicates 
all the necessary power. The national character 
of the neutral vessel ceases. The complete right 
of sovereignty and jurisdiction over it is trans- 
ferred to Great Britain. It is on this foundation 
that the British Government has raised this 
monstrous superstructure. It is with this kind 
of argument that it attempts to justify its prac- 
tice of impressment from our vessels. 

The remark contained in the declaration of 
the Prince Regent, that, in impressing British 
seamen from American vessels, Great Britain ex- 
ercised no right which she was not willing to 
acknowledge as appertaining equally to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, with respect to 
American seamen in British merchant ships, 
proves only that the British Government is con- 
scivus of the justice of the claim, and desirous of 
giving to it such aid as may be derived from a 
plausible argument. The semblance of equality, 
however, in this proposition, which strikes at first 
view, disappears on a fair examination. It is un- 
fair, first, because it is impossible for the United 
States to take advantage of it. Impressment is 
not an American practice, but utterly repugnant 
to our Constitution and laws. In offering to re- 
ciprocate it nothing was offered, as the British 
Government well knew. It is unfair, secondly, 
because if impressment was allowable, a recipro- 
cation of the practice would be no equivalent to 
the United States. The exercise of a right in 
common, at sea, by two nations, each over the 
vessels of the other, the one powerful and the 
other comparatively weak, would be to put the 
latter completely at the mercy of the former. 
Great Britain, with her vast navy, would soon 
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e only party which made impressment. 
The ait Siaterwonl be compelled to abstain 
from it, and either to submit to the British rule, 
with all the abuses incident to power, or to resist 
it. But should the United States be permitted 
to make impressment from British vessels, the 
effect would be unequal. Great Britain has, per- 
haps, thirty ships of war at sea to one of the Uni- 
ted States, and would profit of the arrangement 
in that proportion. Besides, impressment is a 
practice incident to war—in which view, like- 
wise, the inequality is not less glaring, she being 
at least thirty years at war to one of the United 
States. Other considerations prove that the Brit- 
ish Government made this acknowledgment mere- 
ly as a pretext to justify its practice of impress- 
ment, without intending that the right or prac- 
tice should ever be reciprocated. What would 
be the effect of its adoption by American ships 
of war with British merchant vessels? An Ameri- 
can officer buards a British merchant vessel, and 
claims, as American citizens, whom he pleases. 
How many British seamen would disclaim a title 
which would take them to the United States, 
and secure them there all the advantages of citi- 
zenship? The rule of evidence, as the ground 
of impressment in every instance, must likewise 
be reciprocated between the two Governments. 
The acknowledgment of the men would surely 
be a better proof of their national character than 
the decision of a British officer who boarded an 
American vessel, however impartial he might be, 
and strong his power of discrimination, when 
opposed by the voluntary and solemn declaration 
of the party. In this way we might draw from 
the British service the greater part, if not all 
their seamen. I might furtherask, why was this 
acknowledgment made at this late period, for the 
first time only, after the declaration of war, and 
when, on that account, it could produce no effect ? 
In the various discussions of this subject, in many 
of which it has been demanded whether the 
British Government would tolerate such a prac- 
tice from American ships of war, no such inti- 
mation was ever given. 

If Great Britain had found the employment of 
her seamen in our service injurious to her, and 
been disposed to respect our rights, the regular 
course of proceeding would have been for her 
Government to have complained to the Govern- 
ment of the United States of the injury, and to 
have proposed a remedy. Had this been done, 
and no reasonable remedy been adopted, sound 
in principle and reciprocal in its operation, the 
British Government might have had some cause 
of complaint, and some plea for taking the rem- 
edy into itsown hands. Such a procedure would, 
at least, have given to its claim of impressment 
the greatest plausibility. We know that such 
complaint was never made, except in. defence of 
the practice of impressment, and that, in the 
meantime, the practice has gone on, and grown 
into a usage, which, with all its abuses, had re- 
sistance been longer delayed, might have become 
a law. The origin and progress of this usurpa- 
tion afford strong illustrations. of the British 
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policy. The practice and the claim began to- 
gether, soon after the close of our Revolutionary 
war, and were applicable to deserters only. a7 
extended next to all British seamen; then to all 
British subjects, including, as in the case of 
emigrants from Ireland, persons who would not 
have been subject to impressment in British 
ports, not being seafaring men; and _ to 
Swedes, Danes, and others, known to be not Brit- 
ish subjects, and by their protections appearing 
to be naturalized citizens of the United States. 

Other views may be taken of the subject, to 
show the unlawfulness and absurdity of the Brit- 
ish claim. If British cruisers have a right to 
take British seamen from our vessels, without re- 
garding the abuses inseparable from the practice, 
they may take from them, on the same principle 
and with much greater reason, every species of 
property to which the Hritish Government has 
any kind of claim. Allegiance cannot give toa 
sovereign a better right to take his subjects than 
ownership to take his property. There would be 
no limit to this pretension or its consequences. 
All property forfeited by exportation, contrary to 
the laws of Great Britain, every article to which 
her sovereignty, jurisdiction, or ownership would 
extend, in British vessels, would be liable to seiz- 
ure in those of the United States. The laws of 
England would be executory in them. Instead 
of being a part of the American, they would be- 
come a part of the British territory. 

{t might naturally be expected that Great Brit- 
ain would have given, by her conduct, some sup- 
port to her pretensions; that, if she had not dis- 
claimed altogether the principle of naturaliza- 
tion, she would at least have excluded from her 
service foreign seamen. Her conduct, however, 
has been altogether at variance with her precepts. 
She has given great facility to naturalization, in 
all instances where it could advance her interest, 
and peculiar encouragement to that of foreign 
seamen. She naturalizes by special act of Par- 
liament; she naturalizes all persons who reside 
a certain term of years in British colonies, all 
those who are born of British subjects in foreign 
dominions, and all seamen who have served a 
certain short term in the British service. and 
would doubtless protect all such as British sub- 
jects, if required by them so to do. Her Gov- 
ernors of neighboring provinces are, at this time, 
compelling emigrants thither from the United 
States to bear arms against the United States. 

The mediation offered by Russia presents to 
Great Britain, as well as to the United States, a 
fair opportunity ofaccommodating thiscontroversy 
with honor. The interposition ot so distinguished 
a Power, friendly to both parties, could not be 
declined by either, on just ground, especially by 
Great Britain, between whom and Russia there 
exists at this time a very interesting relation. 
When the British Miaisters are made acquainted 
at St. Petersburg, with the conditions on which 
you are authorized to adjust this difference, it 
seems as if it would be impossible for Great Brit- 
ain to decline them. Should she do it, still ad- 
hering to her former pretensions, her motive could 
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not be cdvanbionne’: The cause of the United 


States would thenceforward become the common 
~cause of nations. A concession by them would 


oe to the disadvantage of every other Power. 
hey would all find, in the conduct of Great 
Britain, an unequivocal determination to destroy 
the rights of other flags, and to usurp the absolute 
dominion of the ocean. It is to be presumed that 
the British Government will find it neither for 
the honor vor interest of Great Britain to push 
things to that extremity, but will have accepted 
this mediation, and have sent a Minister or Min- 
isters to St. Petersburg with full powers to adjust 
the controversy on fair and just conditions. 

Should improper impressions have been taken 
of the probable consequences of the war, you 
will have ample means to remove them. It is 
certuin, that from its prosecution Great Britain 
can promise to herself no advantage, while she 
exposes herself to great expenses and to the dan- 

r of still greater losses. The people of the 

nited States, accustomed to the indulgence of a 
long peace, roused by the causes and the progress 
of the war, are rapidly acquiring military habits 
and becoming a military people. Our knowledge 
in naval tactics has increased, as has our maritime 
strength. The gallantry and success of our little 
Navy have formed an epoch in naval history. 
The laurels which these brave men have gained, 
not for themselves, but for their country, from an 
enemy pre-eminent in naval exploits, for ages 
past, are among the proudest boasts of their grate- 
ful and affectionate fellow-citizens. Our manu- 
factures have taken an astounding growth. In 
short, in every circumstance, in which the war 
is felt, its pressure tends evidently to unite our 
people, to draw out our resources, to invigorate 
our means, and to make us more truly an inde- 
pendent nation, and, as far as may be necessary, 
a great maritime Power. 

f the British Government accepts the media- 
tion of Russia, with a sincere desire to restore a 
good intelligence between the two countries, it 
may be presumed that a fair opportunity will be 
afforded for the arrangement of many other im- 
eee interests, with advantage to both parties. 

he adjustment of the controversy relating to 
impressment only, though very important, would 
leave much unfinished. Almost every neutral 
right has been violated ; and its violation persis- 
ted in to the moment that war was declared. The 
President sincerely desires, and it is doubtless for 
the interest of Great Britain, to prevent the like 
in future. The interposition of the Emperor of 
Russia to promote an accommodation of these 
differences is deemed particularly auspicious. 

[Confidential paragraph No. 1, omitted.] 

A strong hope is, therefore, entertained that full 
powers will eae to the British Commission- 
ers to arrange all these grounds of controversy in 
a satisfactory manner. In entering on this inter- 
esting part of your duty, the first object which 
will claim your attention is that of blockade. The 
violation of our neutral right by illegal blockades, 
carried to an enormous extent, by Orders in Coun- 
eil, was a principal cause of the war. These 


geneween deaminase me cliartaincceai serene lates tancecregemianattie a “ 2 


a 
orders, however, and with them the blockade of 
May, 1806, and, as is understood, all other illegal 
blockades, have been repealed, so that that cause 
of war has been removed. All that is now expect. 
ed is, that the British Government will unite jp 
a more precise definition of blockade, and in this 
no difficulty is anticipated, for having declareg 
that no blockade would be legal, which was not 
supported by an adequate force, and that the 
blockades which it might institute should be sup. 
ported by an adequate force, there appears to be 
according to the just interpretation of these terms 
no difference of opinion on the subject 

The British Government has recently, in two 
formal acts, given definitions of blockade, either 
of which would be satisfactory. The first is to be 
seen in the communication from Mr. Merry to 
this Department, bearing date on the 12th of April, 
1804. The following are the circumstances at. 
tending it. Commodore Hood, the commander 
of a British squadron in the West Indies, in 1803, 
having declared the islands of Martinique and 
Guadaloupe in a state of blockade, without ap- 
plying an adequate force to maintain it, the Sec. 
retary of State remonstrated against the illegality 
of the measure, which remonstrance was |aid 
before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
in England, who replied that they had sent 
“orders not to consider any blockade of those 
islands as existing unless in respect of particular 
ports, which might be actually invested, and then 
not to capture vessels, bound to such ports, unless 
they shall previously have been warned not to 
enterthem.” Thesecond definition is to be found 
in a convention between Great Britain and Rus- 
sia, in June, 1801, fourth section, third article, 
which declares, “ that, in order to determine what 
characterizes a blockaded port, that denomination 
is given only to a port where there is, by the dis- 
position of the Power which attacks it, with ships 
stationary or sufficiently near, an evident danger 
in entering.” The President is willing for you 
to adopt either of these definitions ; but prefers 
the first, as much more precise and determinate ; 
and when it is considered that it was made the 
criterion by so formal an act, between the two 
Governments, it cannot be presumed that the 
British Government will object to the renewal of 
it. Nothing is more natural, after the differences 
which have taken place between the two coun- 
tries, on this and other subjects, and the departure 
from this criterion by Great Britain, for reasons 
which are admitted by her no longer to exist, 
than that they should, on the restoration of a good 
understanding, recur to it again. Such a recur- 
rence would be the more satisfactory to the Pres- 
ident, as it would afford a proof of a disposition 
in the British Government, not simply to compro- 
misea difference, but to re-establish sincere friend- 
ship between the two nations. 

n interference with our commerce between 
enemy colonies and their parent country, was 
among the first violations of our neutral rights, 
committed by Great Britain in her present war 
with France. It took place in 1805, did extensive 
injury and produced universal excitement. In 
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securing Us against a repetition of it, you will 
attend to an article of the convention between 
Russiaand Great Britain, entered into on the — 
day of —-—, 1801, to the eleventh article of the 
project of a treaty with Great Britain that was 
signed by Mr. Monroe and Mr. Pinkney, on the 
Zist December, 1806, and to the instructions from 
this Department relating to that article. of the 
20th May, 1807. The capture, by Great Britain, 
of almostall the islands of her enemies, diminishes 
the importance of any regulation of this subject ; 
but, as they may be restored by a treaty of peace, 
It being under- 


obtained, in a proper extent, and without a relin- 


| as of the principle contended for by the 


nited States, it will be best that the treaty be 
silent on the subject. 

A disposition has been shown by the British 
Government to extend this principle so far as to 


 jnhibit a trade to neutrals, even between a Power 


Gee 


at peace with Great Britain and her enemy ; as, 
for example, between China and France. The 
absurdity of this pretension may prevent its being 
hereafter advanced. it will not, however, be un- 
worthy of your attention, 

By an order of the British Government in 1803, 


_ British cruisers were authorized to take neutral 


vessels, laden with innocent articles, on their re- 


- turn from an enemy’s port, on the pretence that 
_ they had carried to such port contraband of war. 


This order is directly repugnant to the law of 


nations, as the circumstance of having contra- 


band articles.on board, bound to an enemy’s port, 
is the only legal ground of seizure. The claim 
was veliaguished by the British Government, 
in the ninth article of the project above recited. 
You will endeavor in like manner to provide 
against it. It is the practice of British cruisers 
to compel the commanders of neutral vessels 
which they meet at sea, either to board them in 
person with their papers, or to send their papers 
on board in their own boat by an officer. The 
injustice and irregularity of this procedure need 
not be mentioned. You will endeavor to suppress 
it in the manner proposed in the third article of a 
project communicated to Mr. Monroe at London, 
in his instructions of the 5th of January, 1804. 
You will endeavor likewise to restrict contraband 
of war, as much as is in your power, to the list 
contained in the fourth article of that project. 

The pretensions of Great Britain to interdict 
the passage of neutral vessels, with their cargoes, 
from one port to another port of the enemy, is il- 
legal and very injurious to the commerce of neu- 
tral Powers. Swill more unjustifiable is the at- 
tempt to interdict their passage from one port of 
one independent nation to that of another, on the 
pretence that they are both enemies. You will 
endeavor to obtain, in both instances, a security 
for the neutral right. 

Upon the whole subject I have to observe, that 
your first duty will be to conclude a peace with 
Great Britain, and that you are authorized to do 
it, in case you obtain a satisfactory stipulation 
against impressments, one which shall secure, 


under our flag, protectionto thecrew. The man- 
ner in which it may bedone has been already 
stated, with the reciprocal stipulations which you 
may enter into tosecure Great Britain against the 
injury of which she complains. If this eacroach- 
ment of Great Britain is not provided against, the 
United States have appealed to arms in vain. If 
your efforts to accomplish it should fail, all far- 
ther negotiations will cease, and you will return 
home without delay. It is possible that some dif- 
ficulty may occur in arranging this article respect- 
ing its duration, To obviate this, the President 
is willing that it be limited to the present war in 
Europe. Resting, as the United States do, on the 
solid ground of right, it is not presumable that 
Great Britain, especially after the advantage she 
may derive from the arrangement proposed, 
would ever revive her pretension. In forming 
any stipulation on this subject, you will be care- 
ful not to impair by it the right of the United 
States, or to sanction the principle of the British 
claim. 

It is deemed highly important, also, to obtain a 
definition of the neutral rights which I have 
brought to your view, especially of blockade, and 
in the manner suggested ; but it is not to be made 
an indispensable condition of peace. After the 
repeal of the Orders in Council, and other illegal 
blockades, and the explanations attending it, it is 
not presumable that Great Britain will revive 
them. Should she do it, the United States will 
always have a corresponding resort in their own 
hands. You will observe, in every case in which 
you may not be able to obtain a satisfactory defi- 
nition of the neutral right, that you enter into 
none respecting it. 

Indemnity for losses seems to be a fair claim on 
the part of the United States, and the British 
Government, if desirous to strengthen the rela- 
tions of friendship, may be willing to make it. 
In bringing the claim into view, you will not let 
it defeat the primary objects intrusted to you. It 
is not perceived on what ground Great Britain 
can resist this claim, at least in the cases in favor 
of which she stands pledged. Of these a note 
will be added. 

| Confidential paragraph No. 2, omitted. ] 

ou are at liberty to stipulate in the proposed 
treaty the same advantages, in the ports of the 
United States, in favor of British ships of war, 
that may be allowed to those of the most favored 
nations. This stipulation must be reciprocal. 

Confidential paragraph No. 3, omitted.] 

o difficulty can arise from the case of the 
non-importation act, which will doubtless be ter- 
minated in consequence of the pacification. Should 
any stipulation to that effect be required, or found 
advantageous, you are at liberty to enter into it. 
Should peace be made, you may, in fixing the 
periods to which it shall take effect in different 
latitudes and distances, take for the basis the pro- 
visional articles of the Treaty of Peace with 
Great Britain in 1782, with such alterations as 
may appear to be just and reasonable. 

In discharging the duties of the trust commit- 
ted to you, the President desires that you will 
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manifest the highest degree of respect for the 
Emperor of Russia, and confidence in the integ- 
rity and impartiality of his views. In arranging 
the question of impressment, and every question 
of neutral right, you will explain to his Govern- 
ment, without reserve, the claims of the United 
States, with the ground on which they severally 
rest. It is not doubted that from a conduct so 
frank and honorable the most beneficial effect will 
result. 
eres paragraph No. 4, omitted. ] 

shall conclude by remarking that a strong 
hope is entertained that this friendly mediation 
of the Emperor Alexander will form an epoch in 
the relations between the United States and Rus- 
sia, which will be extensively felt, and be long 
and eminently distinguished by the happy conse- 
quences attending it. Since 1780, Russia has 
been the pivot on which all questions of neutral 
right have essentially turned. Most of the wars 
which have disturbed the world in modern times 
have originated with Great Britain and France. 
These wars have affected distant countries, espe- 


cause of war would also have been removed, [p 
making peace, it is better for both nations that the 
controversy respecting blockade should be ar. 
ranged by treaty, as well as that respecting im. 
pressment. The omission to arrange it may be 
productive of injury. Without a precise defin;- 
tion of blockade, improper pretensions might be 
set up on each side respecting their rights, which 
might possibly hazard the future good understand. 
ng between the two countries. 

hould a restitution of territory be agreed on, 
it will be proper to make a provision for settling 
the boundary between the United States and 
Great Britain, on the St. Lawrence and the Lakes. 
from the point at which the line between them 
strikes the St. Lawrence to the northwest corner 
of the Lake of the Woods, according to the prin. 
ciples of the Treaty of Peace. The settlement 
of this boundary is important, from the circum. 
stance that there are several islands in the river, 
and lakes of some extent and great value, the do- 
mioion over which is claimed by both parties. |; 
may be an advisable course to appoint commis. 








i cially in their character as neutrals, and very | sioners on each side, with full powers to adjust rs 
materially the United States, who took no part | on fair and equitable considerations, this boundary, B 1 
in promoting them, and had no interest in the | To enable you to adopt a suitable provision fr BF .,, 
great objects of either Power. the purpose, it will be proper for you to recurto B yi 
Fl aan paragraph No. 5, omitted. ] the instructions heretolbte given on the subject, Bj: 

have the honor to be, &c. published in the documents in your possession. hi 

JAMES MONROE. the 
: .. me fut 

Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to the Plenipotentiaries 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to the : ’ the 

Commissioners of the United States for treating of of the United States at St. Petersburg. twe 


DeparTMENT oF Stare, Jan. 1, 1814. 
GENTLEMEN: I have not received a letter from 


peace with Great Britain, dated 


po an RN 


! 
| 
| 
| 


a RPI mtv nan 
2st aiet ae nn 6: 


Sea 


a ee ne RN TER RN 





DepaRTMENT OF Strate, June 23, 1813. 

An ey offering, I avail myself of it to 
explain more fully the views of the President on 
certain subjectsalready treated on in your instruc- 
tions, and to communicate his sentiments on some 
others, not adverted to in them. 

The British Government having repealed the 
Orders in Council and the blockade of May, 1806, 
andallother illegal blockades, and having declared 

. that it would institute no blockade which should 
not be supported by an adequate force, it was 
thought better toleave that question on that ground, 
than to continue the war, to obtain a more precise 
definition of blockade, after the other essential 
cause of the war, that of impressment, should be 
removed. But when it is considered that a stip- 
ulated definition of blockade will cost Great Brit- 
ain nothing, after having thus recognised the 
principle, and that such definition is calculated 
to give additional confidence in the future security 
of our commerce, it is expected that she will 
agree to it. It is true, this cause of war being 
removed, the United States are under no obliga- 
tion to continue it for the want of such stipulated 
definition, more especially as they retain in their 
hands the remedy against any new violation of 
their rights, whenever made. The same remark 
is a plicable to the case of impressment ; for, if 
the British Government had issued orders to its 
cruisers not to impress seamen from our vessels, 
and notified the same to this Government, that 


you since your appointment to meet Ministers 
from Great Britain at St. Petersburg, to negotiate 
a Treaty of Peace under the mediation of the 
Emperor of Russia. This is doubtless owing to 
the miscarriage of your despatches, 

The Message of the President, of which I have 
the honor to transmit to you a copy, will make 
you acquainted with the progress of the war with 
Great Britain to that period, and the other docu- 
ments which are forwarded will communicate 
what has since occurred. 

Among the advantages attending our success 
in Upper Canada, was the important one of mak- 
ing capture of General Proctor’s baggage, with 
all the public documents belonging to the British 
Government in his possession. It is probable that 
these documents will be laid before Congress, as 
they are of a nature highly interesting to the 
public. You will understand their true character 
by extracts of two letters from Governor Cass, 
which are enclosed to you. By these, it appears, 
that the British Government has exercised its in- 
fluence over the Indian tribes within our limits 
as well as elsewhere in peace, for hostile purposes 
towards the United States; and that the Indian 
barbarities since the war were, in many instances, 
known to and sanctioned by the British Govern- 
ment. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 
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Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to the Plenipotentiaries 
of the United States at St. Petersburg. 


DEPARTMENT OF Stats, Jan. 8, 1814. 


Gentlemen: I have the honor to transmit to 
ou a copy of a letter from Lord Castlereagh to 
- this Department, and of a note from Lord Cath- 
_ cart to the Russian Government, with my reply 
to the communication. 
The arrangement of a negotiation to be held at 
_ Gottenburg, directly between the United States 
and Great Britain, without the aid of the Rus- 
sian mediation, makes it necessary that new com- 
missions should be issued correspondent with it, 
and, for this purpose, that a new nomination 
should be made tothe Senate. The President 
_ instructs me to inform you that you will both be 
| included in it; and that he wishes you to repair, 
' immediately on the receipt of this, to the appointed 
rendezvous. It is possible that the business may 
| not be limited to yourselves, on account of the 
/ great interests involved in the result. The com- 


Fae Ele BOS 
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_ missions and instructions will be duly forwarded 


to you, as soon as the arrangements shall be 
- finally made. 

_ In taking leave of the Russian Government, 
- you will be careful to make known to it the sen- 
' sibility of the President to the friendly disposi- 


| tion of the Emperor, manifested by the offer of 


| his mediation; the regret felt at its rejection by 


| the British Government ; and a desire that io 


| future the greatest confidence and, cordiality, and 
_ the best understanding, may prevail between the 
_ two Governments. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 





: Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to the American Plen- 


ipotentiaries at Gottenburg. 


DerarTMENT or State, Jan. 28, 1814. 
Gentiemen: The British Government having 


| declined the Russian mediation, and proposed to 


_ treat directly with the United States, the Presi- 


| dent has, on due consideration, thought proper to 


accept the overture. To give effect to this ar- 
| rangement, it was necessary that a new commis- 
sion should be formed, and, for that purpose, that 
_ anew nomination should be made to the Senate, 


_ by whose advice and consent this important trust 


is committed to you. 
You will consider the instructions given to the 
commission to treat under the mediation of Rus- 
_ Sia as applicable to the negotiation with which 
_ you are now charged, except as they may be mod- 


ified by this letter. 


I shall call your attention to the most impor- 
_ tant grounds of the controversy with Great Brit- 
- ain only, and make such remarks on each, and 
| on the whole subject, as have occurred since the 
: date of the former instructions, and are deemed 
| applicable to the present juncture, taking into 
_ View the negotiation in which you are now about 
to engage. 
On impressment—as to the right of the United 
States to be exempted from it—I have nothing 
new to add. The sentiments of the President 
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have undergone no change on that important sub- 
ject. This degrading practice must cease; our 
flag inust protect the crew, or the United States 
cannot consider themselves an independent na- 
tion. To settle this difference amicably, the Pre- 
sident is willing, as you are already informed by 
the former instructions, to remove all pretext for 
it to the British Government, by excluding all 
British seamen from our vessels; and even to 
extend the exclusion to all British subjects, if ne- 
cessary, excepting only the few already natural- 
ized; and to stipulate, likewise, the surrender of 
all British seamen deserting in our ports in future 
from British vessels, public or private. It was 

resumed by all dispassionate persons, that the 
ate law of Congress relative to seamen would 
effectually accomplish the object. But the Pres- 
ident is willing, as you find, to prevent a possibil- 
ity of failure, to go further. 

Should a treaty be made, it is proper, and it would 
have a conciliatory effect, that all our impressed 
seamen who may be discharged under it should 
be paid for their services by the British Govern- 
ment, for the time of taeir detention, the wages 
which they might have obtained in the merchant 
service of their own country. 

Blockade is the subject next in point of impor- 
tance, which you will have to arrange. In the 
instructions bearing date on the 15th of April, 
1813, it was remarked that, as the British Gov- 
ernment had revoked its Orders in Council, and 
agreed that no blockade could be legal which 
was not supported by an adequate force, and that 
such adequate force should be applied to any 
blockade which it might thereafter institute, this 
cause of controversy seemed to be removed. Fur- 
ther reflection, however, has added great force to 
the expediency and importance of a precise defi- 
nition of the public law on this subject. There 
is much cause to presume that, if the repeal of 
the Orders in Council had taken place in time to 
have been known here before the declaration of 
war, and had had the effect of preventing the 
declaration, not only that no provision would 
have been obtained against impressment, but that, 
under the name of blockade, the same extent of 
coast would have been covered by proclamation 
as had been covered by the Orders in Council. 
The war, which these abuses and impressment 
contributed so much to produce, might possibly 
prevent that consequence. But it would be more 
satisfactory, if not more safe, to guard against it 
by a formal definition in the treaty. It is true, 
should the British Government violate again the 
legitimate principles of blockade, in whatever 
terms or under whatever pretext it might be done, 
the United States would have in their hands a 
correspondent resort; but a principal object in 
making peace is to prevent, by the justice and 
reciprocity of the conditions, a recurrence again 


to war for the same cause. If the British Gov- 
ernment sincerely wishes to make a durable peace 
with the United States, it can have no reason- 
able objection to a just definition of blockade, es- 
pecially as the two Governments have agreed, 
in their correspondence,: in all its essential fea- 
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tures, The instructions of the 15th of April, 1813, 
have stated in what manner the President is 
willing to arrange this difference. 

On the other neutral rights enumerated in the 
former instructions, I shall remark only that the 
catalogue is limited in a manner to evince a spirit 
of accommodation ; that the arrangement pro- 
posed in each instance is just in itself; that it 
corresponds with the general spirit of treaties be- 
tween commercial Powers ; and that Great Brit- 
ain has sanctioned it in many treaties, and gone 
[en it in some. 





Confidential paragraph No. 1, omitted.) 

n the claim to indemnity for spoliations, I 
have only to refer you to what was said in the 
former instructions. I have to add, that should 
a treaty be formed, it is just in itself, and would 
have a happy effect on the future relations of the 
two countries, if indemnity should be stipulated 
on each side for the destruction of all unfortified 
towns, and other private property, contrary to the 
laws and usages of war. It is equally proper that 
the negroes taken from the Southern States should 
be returned to their owners, or paid for at their 
full value. It is known that a shameful traffic 
has been carried on in the West Indies, by the 
sale of these persons there, by those who professed 
to be their deliverers. Of this fact, the proof 
which has reached this Department shall be fur- 
nished you. If these slaves are considered as non- 
combatants, they ought tobe restored; ifas proper- 
ty, they ought to be paid for. The Treaty of Peace 
contains an article which recognises this principle. 

In the view which I have taken of the con- 
ditions on which you are to insist in the proposed 
negotiation, you will find, on a comparison of 
them with those stated in the former instructions, 
that there is no material difference between them, 
the two last mentioned claims to indemnity ex- 
cepted, which have originated since the date of 
those instructions. The principal object of this 
review has been to show that the sentiments of 
the President are the same in every instance, and 
that the reasons for maintaining them have be- 
come more evident and strong since the date of 
those instructions. 

In accepting the overture of the British Gov- 
ernment to treat independently of the Russian 
mediation, the United States have acted on prin- 
ciples which have governed them in every trans- 
action relating to peace since the war. ad the 
British Government accepted the Russian medi- 
ation, the United States would have treated for 
themselves, independently of any other Power; 
and had Great Britain met them on just condi- 
tions, peace would have been the immediate result. 
Had she refused to accede to such conditions, and 
attempted to dictate others, a knowledge of the 
views of other Powers on those points might have 
been useful tothe United States. In agreeing to 
treat directly with Great Britain, not only is no 
concession contemplated on any point in contro- 
versy, but the same desire is cherished to preserve 
a good understandiog with Russia and the other 
Baltic Powers, as if the negotiation had taken 
place under the mediation of Russia. 





[Confidentiet paragraph No, 2, omitted, ] 
t is probable that the British Government ma 
have declined the Russian mediation trom the 
apprehension of an understanding between the 

nited States and Russia for very different pur- 
poses from those which have been contemplated 
in the hope that a much better treaty might be 
obtained of the United States, in a direct negoti- 
ation, than could be obtained under the Russian 
mediation, and with a view to profit of the cop. 
cessions which might thus be made by the Uji. 
ted States in future negotiations with the Baltic 
Powers. If this was the object of the Britis) 
Government, (and it is not easy to conceive any 
other,) it clearly proves the advantage to be de. 
rived, in the proposed negotiation, from the aid 
of those Powers, in securing from the British 
Government such conditions as would be satisfac. 
tory to all parties. It would be highly honors. 
ble as well as advantageous to the United States, 
if the negotiation with which you are charge 
should terminate in such a treaty. 

(Confidential paragraph No. 3, omitted.] 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 





Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to the Plenipotentia. 
ries of the United States at Gottenburg. 
DepartTMENT oF States, Jan. 30, 1814. 

GenTLeMEN: In addition to the claims to in- 
demnity, stated in your preceding instructions, | 
have to request your attention to the following, 
to which, it is presumed, there can be no objec- 
tion; 

On the declaration of war by the United States, 
there happened to be, in the ordinary course of 
commerce, several American vessels and cargoes 
in the ports of Great Britain, which were seized 
and condemned ; and, in one instance, an Amer- 
ican ship which fled from Algiers, in consequence 
of the declaration of war by the Dey, to Gibral- 
tar, with the American Consul and some. public 
stores on board, shared a like fate. 

After the declaration of war, Congress passed 
an act allowing to British subjects six months, 
from the date of the declaration, to remove theit 
property out of the United States, in consequence 
of which many vessels were removed, with their 
cargoes. I add, with confidence, that, on a |ib- 
eral construction of the spirit of the law, some 
vessels were permitted to depart, even after the 
a of the term specitied in the law. | 
will endeavor to put in your possession a list of 
these cases. A general reciprocal provision, how- 
ever, will be best adapted to the object in view. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 





From the Secretary of State to the Commissioners 0! 
the United States for treating with Great Britain. 
Department or Stats, Feb, 10 1814. 
GentTLemMeN: Should you conclude a treaty, 
and not obtain a satisfactory arrangement ol neu: 
tral rights, it will be proper for you to provide 
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E that the United States shall have advantage of 
any stipulations more favorable to neutral nations, 
that may be established between Great Britain 
- and other Powers. A precedent for such a pro- 
vision is found in a declaratory article between 
- Great Britain and Russia, bearing date on the 8th 
- October, 1801, explanatory of the second section 
| third article of a convention concluded between 
them on the 5th of June of the same year. 
| I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 





' Extract—The Secretary of State to the Commission- 
| ers of the United States for treating with Great 
Britain. 
: Department or Strate, Feb. 14, 1814. 
I received last night your letter of the 15th Oc- 
- tober, with extracts of letters from Mr. Adams 
' and Mr. Harris of the 22d and 23d of November. 
| Itappears that you had no knowledge, at the 
date even of the last letter, of the answer of the 
British Government to the offer which had been 
| made to ita second time of the Russian media- 
| tion. Hence it is to be inferred that the proposi- 
- tion made to this Government, by the Bramble, 
was made not only without your leoadalan but 
| without the sanction, if not without the knowledge, 
_ of the Emperor. Intelligence from other sources 
| strengthens this inference. If this view of the 
_ conduct of the British Governmentis well founded, 
' the motive for it cannot be mistaken. It may 
' fairly be presumed that it was to prevent a good 
' understanding and concert between the United 
| States and Russia and Sweden, on the subject of 
_ neutral rights, in the hope that by drawing the 
negotiation to England, and depriving you of an 
» opportunity of free communication with those 
Powers, a treaty less favorable to the United 
States might be obtained, which might afterwards 
_ be used with advantage by Great Britain in her 
negotiations with those Powers. 
y ao article in the former instructions, you 


| were authorized, in making a treaty to prevent 
: arenes from our vessels, to stipulate, pro- 
vi 


ided a certain term could not be agreed on, that 
_ itmight continue in force for the present war 
in Europe only. At that time it seemed proba- 
ble that the war might last many years. Re- 
cent appearances, however, indicate the contrary. 
Should peace be made in Europe, as the pracu- 
_ cal evil of which we complain, in regard to im- 
poe would cease, it is presumed that the 
titish Government would have less objection to 
a stipulation to forbear that practice for a speci- 
ed term, than it would have should the war con- 
tinue, In concluding a peace with Great Britain, 
even in case of a previous general peace in Ku- 
rope, it is important to the United States to ob- 
tain such a stipulation. 





Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to the Plenipotentia- 
ries of the United States at Gottenburg. 


Department or Strate, March 21, 1814, 
GentLemen: By the cartel Chauncey you will 
receive this, with duplicates of the commission 


to treat with Great Britain, and of the instructions 
and other documents that were forwarded by the 
John Adams. This vessel is sent to guard against 
any accident which might attend the other. 
[Confidential paragraph omitted. ] 

fa satisfactory arrangement can be concluded 
with Great Britain, the sooner it is accomplished 
the happier for both countries. If such an ar- 
rangement cannot be obtained, it is important to 
the United States to be acquainted with it with- 
out delay. I hope, therefore, to receive from you 
an account of the state of the negotiation and its 
prospects, as soon as you may be able to communi- 
oo anything of an interesting nature respecting 
them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 





Mr. Monroe to the Envoys Extraordinary and Minis- 
ters Plenipotentiary of the United States. 


DeparTMENT OF Stare, June 25, 1814. 


GenTLeMeEN: No communication has been re- 
ceived from the joint mission which was appointed 
to meet the Commissioners of the British Gov- 
ernment at Gottenburg. A letter from Mr. Bay- 
ard at Amsterdam, of the 18th of March, was the 
last from either of our Commissioners. It was 
inferred from that letter, and other communica- 
tions, that Mr. Bayard, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. 
Adams, would be in Gottenburg; and it has been 
understood from other sources that Mr. Clay and 
Mr. Russell had arrived there about the 15th of 
April. It is, therefore, expected that a meeting 
will have taken place in May, and that we shall 
soon be made acquainted with your sentiments 
of the probable result of the negotiation. 

It is impossible, with the lights which have 
reached us, to ascertain the present disposition of 
the British Government towards an accommoda- 
tion with the United States. We think it proba- 
ble that the late events in France may have had 
a tendency to increase its pretensions. 

At war with Great Britain. and injured by 
France, the United States have sustained the 
attitude founded on those relations. No reliance 
was placed on the good offices of France in bring- 
ing the war with Great Britain to a satisfactory 
conclusion. Looking steadily to an honorable 

ce, and the ultimate attainment of justice from 

th Powers, the President has endeavored, by’a 
consistent and honorable policy, to take advan- 
tage of every circumstance that might promote 
that result. He, nevertheless, knew that France 
held a place in the political system of Europe and 
of the world, which, as a check on England, could 
not fail to be useful to us. What effect the late 
events may have had, in these respects, is the 
important circumstance of which you are, doubt- 
less, better informed than we can be. 

The President accepted the mediation of Rus- 
sia from a respect for the character of the Em- 
peror, and a belief that our cause, in all the points 
in controversy, would gain strength by being 
made known to him. On the same principle he 
preferred (in accepting the British overture to 
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treat independently of the Russian mediation) to] the practice will ever be tolerated again. Cer. 


open the negotiation on the Continent rather 
than at London. 

It was inferred fom the general policy of Rus- 
sia, and the friendly sentiments and interposition 
of the Emperor, that a respect for both would 
have much influence with the British Cabinet in 
promoting a pacific policy towards us. The man- 
ner, however, in which it is understood that a 

neral pacification is taking place; the influence 

reat Britain may have in modifying the arrange- 
ments involved in it; the resources she may be 
able to employ exclusively against the United 
States; and the uncertainty of the precise course 
which Russia may pursue in relation to the war 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
naturally claim attention, and raise the important 
question in reference to the subject of impress- 
ment, on which it is presumed your negotiations 
will essentially turn, whether your powers ought 
not to be enlarged so as to enable you to give to 
those circumstances all the weight to which they 
may be entitled. On full consideration it has 
been decided, that, in case no stipulation can be 
obtained from the British Government at this 
moment, when its pretensions may have been 
much heightened by recent events, and the state 
of Europe be most favorable to them, either re- 
linquishing the claim to impress from American 
vessels, or discontinuing the practice, even in 
consideration of the proposed exclusion from them 
of British seamen, you may concur in an article 
stipulating that the subject of impressment, to- 
gether with that of commerce between the two 
countries, be referred to a separate negotiation, to 
be undertaken without delay, at such place as you 
may be able to agree on, preferring this city if to 
be obtained. I annex at the close of this letter a 
project of an article expressing more distinctly 
the idea which it is intended to communicate, 
not meaning thereby to restrain you in any re- 
spect as to the form. Commerce and seamen, 
the objects of impressment, may, with great pro- 
priety, be arranged in the same instrument. By 
stipulating that Commissioners shall forthwith 
be appointed for the purpose, and that all rights 
on this subject shall, in the meantime, be reserved, 
the faith of the British Government will be pledged 
to a fair experiment in an amicable mode, and 
the honor and rights of the United States secured. 
The United States having resisted by war the 
practice of impressment, and continued the war 
until that practice had ceased by a peace in Eu- 
rope, their object has been essentially obtained 
for the present. It may reasonably be expected 
that the arrangement contemplated and provided 
for, will take effect before a new war in Europe 
shall furnish an occasion for reviving the prac- 
tice. Should this arrangement, however, fail, 
and the practice be again revived, the United 
States will again be at liberty to repel it by war, 
and that they will do so cannot be doubted; for 


after the proof which they have already given of | f 


a firm resistance in that mode, persevered in un- 
til the practice had ceased, under circumstances 
the most favorable, it cannot be presumed that 


tain it is, that every day will render it more jp. 
eligible in Great Britain to make the attempr. 

n contemplating the appointment of Commis. 
sioners, to be made after the ratification of the 
present treaty, to negotiate and conclude a treaty 
to regulate commerce, and provide against im- 
pressment, it is meant only to show the extent to 
which you he go, in a spirit of accommodation, 
if necessary. Should the British Government be 
willing to take the subject up immediately with 
you, it would be much ge pee in which case 
the proposed article would, of course, be adapted 
to the purpose. 

Information has been received, from a quarter 
deserving attention, that the late events in France 
have produced such an effect on the British Goy- 
ernment as to make it probable that a demand 
will be made at Gottenburg to surrender our right 
to the fisheries; to abandon al! trade beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope; and to cede Louisiana to 
Spain. We cannot believe that such a demand 
will be made. Should it be, you will of course 
treat it as it deserves. These rights must not be 
brought into discussion. If insisted on, your ne- 
gotiations will cease. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, gen- 
tlemen, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES MONROE. 


Whereas, by the peace in Europe, the essential 
causes of the war between the United States, and 
Great Britain, and particularly the practice of 
impressment, have ceased, and a sincere desire 
exists to arrange, in a manner satisfactory to both 
parties, all questions concerning seamen, and it 
is also their desire and intention to arrange, ina 
like satisfactory manner, the commerce between 
the two countries, it is therefore agreed that Con- 
missioners shall forthwith be appointed on each 
side, to meet at ——, with full power to negotiate 
and conclude a treaty, as soon as may be pracii- 
cable, for the arrangement of those important in- 
terests. It is, nevertheless, understood, that, until 
such treaty be formed, each party shall retain all 
its rights, and that all American citizens who 
have been impressed into the British service shall 
be forthwith discharged. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, 
to the joint Commissioners of the United States {or 
treating of peace with Great Britain, dated, 

DepartTMENT OF State, June 27, 1814. 


The omission to send Ministers to Gottenburg, 
without a previous and official notification of the 
appointment and arrival there of those of the Uni- 
ted States, a formality, which, if due from either 
party, might have been expected from that mak- 
ing the overture, rather than that accepting It, !s 
a proof of a dilatory policy, and would, in other 
respects, justify animadversions, if there was less 
disposition here to overlook circumstances of 
orm, when interfering with more substantial 
objects. 

y my letter of the 25th instant, which goes 
with this, you will find that the subject had al- 
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ready been acted on under similar impressions 
with those which Mr. Bayard and Mr. Gallatin’s 
letter could not fail to produce. The view, how- 
ever, presented by them is much stronger, and 
entitled to much greater attention. The Presi- 
dent has taken the subject into consideration 
again,and = to their suggestions all the weight 
to which they are justly entitled. 

On mature consideration, it has been decided, 
that, under all the circumstances alluded to, inci- 
dent to a prosecution of the war, you may omit 
any stipulation on the subject of impressment, if 
found indispensably necessary to terminate it. 
You will, of course, not recur to this expedient 
until all your efforts to adjust the controversy in 
a more satisfactory manner have failed. As it is 
not the intention of the United States, in suffer- 
ing the treaty to be silent on the subject of im- 
pressment, to admit the British claim thereon, or 
to relinquish that of the United States, it is highly 
important that any such inference be entirely pre- 
cluded, by a declaration or protest, in some form 
or other, that the omission is not to have any such 
effect ortendency. Any modification of the prac- 
tice, to prevent abuses, being an acknowledgment 


_ ofthe right in Great Britain, is utterly inadmis- 
sible. 


Although Gottenburg was contemplated at the 
time your commission was made out, as the seat 
of the negotiation, yet your commission itself 


_ does not confine you to it. You are at liberty, 


therefore, to transfer the negotiation to any other 


E place made more eligible by a change of circum- 


_ stances. Amsterdam and the Hague readily pre- 


land. 


sent themselves as preferable to any place in Eng- 
If, however, you should be of opinion that, 
under all circumstances, the negotiation in that 
country will be attended with advantages out- 
weighing the objections to it, you are at liberty 
to transfer it there. 





Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to the 
Commissioners of the United States for treating of 
peace with Great Britain, dated 


DerartMeEnT oF Stare, 
August 11,1814, 

I had the honor to receive, on the 3d of this 
month, a letter from Mr. Bayard and Mr. Gulla- 
tin, of the 23d of May, and one from Mr. Galla- 
tin of the 2d of June. 

The President approves the arrangement com- 
municated by those gentlemen for transferring 
the negotiation with the British Government 
from Gottenburg to Ghent. [t is presumed, from 
Mr. Gallatin’s letter, that the meeting took place 
towards the latter end of June, and that we shall 
—_ hear from you what will be its probable re- 
sult. 

By my letters of the 25th and 27th of June, of 
which another copy is now forwarded, the senti- 
ments of the President, as to the conditions on 
which it will be proper for you to concludea 
treaty of peace, are made known to you. It is 
presumed that either in the mode suggested in 
my letter of the 25th of June, which is much 


preferred, or by permitting the treaty to be silent 
on the subject, as is authorized in the letter of the 
27th of June, the question of impressment may 
be so disposed of as to form no obstacle to a pa- 
cification. This Government can go no further, 
because it will make no sacrifice of the rights or 
honor of the nation. 

lf Great Britain does not terminate the war on 
the conditions which you are authorized to adopt, 
she bas other objects in it than those for which 
she has hitherto professed tocontend. That such 
are entertained, there is much reason to presume. 
These, whatever they may be, must and will be 
resisted by the United States. The conflict may 
be severe, but it will be borne with firmness, and, 
as we confidently believe, be attended with suc- 
cess. 





From the Commissioners Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States for treating of peace 
with Great Britain, to the Secretary of State, dated 


Guent, August 12, 1814. 

Sir: We have the honor to inform you that 
the British Commissioners, Lord Gambier, Hen- 
ry Goulburn, Esq., and William Adams, Esq., 
arrived in this city on Saturday evening, the 6th 
instant. The day after their arrival, Mr. Baker, 
their secretary, called upon us to give us notice 
of the fact, and to propose a meeting at acertain 
houron theensuingday. The place having been 
agreed upon, we accordingly met at one o’clock 
on Monday, the 8th instant. 

We enclose, herewith, a copy of the full pow- 
ers exhibited by the British Commissioners at 
that conference, which was opened, on their part, 
by an expression of the sincere and earnest desire 
of their Government that the negotiation might 
result in a solid peace, honorable to both parties. 
They, at the same time, declared that no events 
which had occurred since the first proposal for 
this negotiation had altered the pacific disposi- 
tion of their Government, or varied its views as 
to the terms upon which it was willing to con- 
clude the peace. 

We answered, that we heard these declarations 
with great satisfaction, and that our Government 
had acceded to the proposal of negotiation, with 
the most sincere desire to put an end to the dif- 
ferences which divided the two countries, and to 
lay, upon just and liberal grounds, the foundation 
of a peace which, securing the rights and inter- 
ests of both nations, should unite them by lasting 
bonds of amity. 

The British Commissioners then stated the fol- 
lowing subjects as those upon which it appeared 
to them that the discussions would be likely to 
turn, and on which they were instructed : 

Ist. The forcible seizure of mariners on board 
of merchant vessels, and, in connexion with it, 
the claim of His Britannic Majesty to the alle- 
giance of all the native subjects of Great Britain. 

We understood them to intimate that the Brit- 
ish Government did not propose this point as one 
which they were particularly desirous of discuss- 
ing; but that, as it had occupied so prominent 
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a place in the dispute between the two countries, 
it necessarily attracted notice, and was considered 
as a subject which would come under discussion. 

2d. The Indian allies of Great Britain to be 


included in the pacification, and a definite boun- | 


dary to be settled for their territory. 

The British Commissioners stated that an ar- 
rangement upon this point was a sine non ; 
that they were not authorized to conclude a treaty 
of peace which did not embrace the Indians as 
allies of His Britannic Majesty; and that the 
establishment of a definite boundary of the Indian 
territory Was necessary to secure a permanent 
peace, not only with the Indians, but also between 
the United States and Great Britain. 

3d. A revision of the boundary line between 
the United States and the adjacent British colo- 
nies. 

With respect to this point, they expressly dis- 
claimed any intention, on the part of their Gov- 
ernment, to acquire an increase of territory, and 
represented the proposed revision as intended 
merely for the purpose of preventing uncertainty 
and dispute. 

After having stated these three points as sub- 
jects of discussion, the British Commissioners 
added, that before they desired any answer from 
us, they felt it incumbent upon them to declare, 
that the British Government did not deny the 
right of the Americans to the fisheries generally, 
or in the open seas; but that the privileges for- 
merly granted by treaty to the United States, of 
fishing within the limits of the British jarisdic- 
tion, and of landing and drying fish on the shores 
of the British territories, would not be renewed 
without an equivalent. 

The extent of what was considered by them as 
waters peculiarly British, was not stated. From 
the manner in which they brought this subject 
into view, they seemed to wish us to understand 
that they were not anxious that it should be dis- 
cussed, and that they only intended to give us no- 
tice that these privileges had ceased to exist, and 
would not be again granted without an equiva- 
lent, nor unless we thought proper to provide ex- 
pressly in the treaty of peace for their renewal. 

The British Commissioners having stated that 
these were all the subjects which they intended 
to bring forward, or to suggest, requested to be 
informed whether we were instructed to enter 
into negotiation on these several points, and whe- 
ther there was any among these which we thought 
it unnecessary to bring into the negotiation ? and 
they desired us to state, on our part, such other 
subjects as we might intend to propose for dis- 
cussion in the course of the negotiation. The 
meeting was then adjourned to the next day, in 
order to afford us the opportunity of a consulta- 
tion among ourselves, before we gave an answer. 

In the course of the evening of the same day, 
we received your letters of the 25th and 27th of 
June. 

There could be no hesitation on our part io in- 
forming the British Commissioners that we were 
not instructed on the subjects of Indian pacifica- 
tion or boundary, and of fisheries; nor did it seem 


ee 
probable, although neither of these points haq 
been stated with sufficient precision in the firs, 


: verbal conference, that they could be admitted jp 
‘any shape. We did not wish, however, to pre. 


judge the result, or, by any hasty proceeding, ab. 
ruptly to break off the negotiation. It was not 
impossible that, on the subject of the Indians, the 
British Government had received erroneous jm. 
pressions from the Indian traders in Canada, 
which our representations might remove. And 
it appeared, at all events, important to ascertain 
distinctly the precise intentions of Great Britain 
on both points. We, therefore, thought it advis. 
able toinvite the British Commissioners to a gen- 
eral conversation on all the points; stating to 
them, at the same time, our want of instructions 
on two of them, and holding out no expectation 
of the probability of our agreeing to any article 
respecting these. 

t our meeting on the ensuing day, we informed 
the British Commissioners that, upon the first and 
third points proposed by them, we were provided 
with instructions ; and we presented as further 
subjects considered by our Government as suita- 
ble for discussion— 

Ist. A definition of blockade, and, as far as 
might be mutually agreed, of other neutral and 
belligerent rights. 

2d. Claims of indemnity in certain cases of 
capture and seizure. 

We then stated that the two subjects, first, of 
Indian pacification and boundary; second, of 
fisheries, were not embraced by our instructions. 
We observed, that as these points had not been 
heretofore the grounds of any controversy be- 
tween the Government of Great Britain and that 
of the United States, and had not been alluded to 
by Lord Castlereagh in his letter proposing the 
negotiation, it could not be expected that they 
should have been anticipated and made the sub- 
ject of instructions by our Government. That 
it was natural to be supposed that our instructions 
were confined to those subjects upon which dif- 
ferences between the two countries were known 
to exist; and that the proposition to define, in the 
treaty between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain the boundary of the Indian possessions within 
our own territories, was new and without exam- 

le. Nosuch provision had been inserted in the 

reaty of Peace in 1783, nor in any other treaty 
between the two countries. No such provision 
had, to our knowledge, ever been inserted in any 
treaty made by Great Britain, or any other Euro 
pean Power, in relation to the same description 
of people, existing under like cireumstances. We 
would say, however, that it could not be doubted 
that peace with the Indians would certainly fol- 
low a peace with Great Britain; that we had i0- 
formation that commissioners had already been 
appointed to treat with them; that a treaty (0 
that effect might, perhaps, have been already con- 
cluded; and that the United States, having 2° 
interest nor any motive to continue a separate 
war against the Indians, there could never be @ 
moment when our Government would not be dis- 
posed to make peace with them. 
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- the British Commissioners a statement of the 
yiews and objects of Great Britain upon all the 

ints, and our willingness to discuss them all, in 
order that, even if no arrangement could be agreed 

on upon the points not included in our instruc- 
tions, the Government of the United States might 
ed of the entire and precise intentions 


We then expressed our wish to receive from 
* 


i of that of Great Britain respecting these points ; 


- and that the British Government might be fully 
_ jnformed of the objections, on the part of the Uni- 
ted States, to any such arrangement. 
_ In answer to our remark, that these points had 
not been alluded to by Lord Castlereagh in his 
_ letter pereens the negotiation, it was said that 
_ it could not be expected that, in a letter merely 
_ intended to invite a negotiation, he should enu- 
_ merate the topics of discussion, or state the pre- 
"tensions of his Government, since these would 
> depend upon ulterior events, and might arise out 
_ of a subsequent state of things. 

_ Inreply to our observation, that the proposed 
_ stipulation of an Indian boundary was without 
- example in the practice of European nations, it 
_ was asserted that the Indians must in some sort 
be considered as an independent people, since 
treaties were made with them both by Great 
Britain and by the United States; upon which 
_ we pointed out the obvious and important differ- 
ence between the treaties we might make with 
Indians living in our territory and such a treaty 
| as was proposed to be made respecting them with 
_ aforeign Power, who had solemnly acknowledged 
the territory on which they resided to be part of 
_ the United States, 

_ We were then asked by the British Commis- 
_ sioners, whether, in case they should enter further 





— upon the discussion of the several points which 


had been stated, we could expect that it would 
terminate by some provisional arrangement on 
_ the points on which we had no instructions, par- 
‘ticularly on that respecting the Indians, which 
arrangement would be subject to the ratification 
_of our Government. 
_ We answered, that before the subjects were 
' distinctly understood, and the objects in view 
_more precisely disclosed, we Bs not decide 
| whether it would be possible to form any satis- 
| factory article on the subject, nor pledge ourselves 
_ as to the exercise of a discretion under our pow- 
_ ers,even with respect toa provisional agreement. 
_ We added, that, as we should deeply deplore a 
 Tupture of the negotiation on any point, it was 
_ our anxious desire to employ all possible means 
_ to avert an event so serious In its consequences ; 
and that we had not been without hopes that a 
| discussion might correct the effect of any errone- 
| ousinformation which the British Government 
might have received on the subject which they 
| had proposed as a preliminary basis. 
| We took this opportunity to remark, that no 
nation observed a policy more liberal and humane 
| towards the Indians than that pursued by the 
United States; that our object had been, by all 
practicable means, to introduce civilization among 
them ; that their possessions were secured to them 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—42 
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by well-defined boundaries ; that their persons, 
lands, and other property, were now more effect- 
ually protected against violence or frauds, from 
any quarter, than they had been under any former 
Government; that even our citizens were not al- 
lowed to purchase their lands; that when they 
gave up their title to any portion of their country 
to the United States, it was by voluntary treaty 
with our Government, who gave them a satis- 
factory equivalent; and that through these means 
the United States had succeeded in preserving, 
since the Treaty of Greenville of 1795, an unin- 
terrupted peace of sixteen years with all the In- 
dian tribes—a period of tranquillity much longer 
than they were known to have enjoyed hereto- 
fore. 

It was then expressly stated on our part, that 
the proposition respecting the Indians was not 
distinctly understood. We asked whether the 
pacification and the settlement of a boundary for 
them were both made a sine qua non? which was 
answered in the affirmative. The question was 
then asked the British Commissioners, whether 
the proposed Indian boundary was intended to 
preclude the United States from the right of pur- 
chasing by treaty from the Indians, without the 
consent of Great Britain, lands lying beyond that 
boundary, and asa restriction upon the Indians 
from selling, by amicable treaties, lands to the 
United States, as had been hitherto practised ? 

To this question it was first answered, by one 
of the Commissioners, that the Indians would 
not be restricted from selling their lands, but that 
the United States would be restricted from pur- 
chasing them ; and, on reflection, another of the 
Commissioners stated that it was intended that 
the Indian territories should be a barrier between 
the British dominions and those of the United 
States; that both Great Britain and the United 
States should be restricted from purchasing their 
lands ; but that the Indians might sell them toa 
third party. 

The proposition respecting Indian boundaries, 
thus explained, and connected with the right of 
sovereignty ascribed to the Indians over the coun- 
try, amounted to nothing less than a demand of 
the absolute cession of the rights both of sover- 
eignty and of soil. We cannot abstain from re- 
marking to you, that the subject of Indian boun- 
dary was indistinctly stated when first proposed, 
and that the explanations were at first obscure, 
and always given with reluctance; and it Was 
declared, from the first moment, to be a sine qua 
non, rendering any discussion unprofitable until 
it was admitted as a basis. Knowing that we had 
no power to cede to the Indians any part of our 
territory, we thought it unneeessary to ask, what 
probably would not have been answered till the 
principle was admitted, where the line of demar- 
cation of the Indian country was proposed to be 
established. 

The British Commissioners. after having re- 
peated that their instructions on the subject of 
the Indians were peremptory, stated that, unless 
we could give some assurance that our powers 
would allow us to make at least a provisional ar- 
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rangement on the subject, any further discussion 
would be fruitless; and that they must consult 
their own Government on this state of things. 
They proposed, eet a suspension of the 
conferences until they should have received an 
answer ; it being understood that each party might 
call a meeting whenever they had any proposi- 
tions to submit. They despatched a special mes- 
senger the same evening, and we are now wait- 
ing for the result. 

Before the proposed adjournment took place, 
it was agreed that there should be a protocol of 
the conferences; that a statement shouid, for that 
purpose, be drawn up by each party; and that 
we should meet the next day to compare the 
statements. We accordingly met again on Wed- 
nesday, the 10th instant, and ultimately agreed 
on what should constitute the protocol of the con- 
ferences. A copy of this instrument we have the 
honor to transmit with this despatch; and we 
also enclose a copy of the statement originally 
drawn up on our part, for the purpose of making 
known to you the passages to which the British 
Commissioners objected. 

Their objection to some of the passages was, 
that they appeared to be argumentative, and that 
the object of the protocol was to contain.a mere 
statement of facts. They, however, objected to 
the insertion of the answer which they had given 
to our question respecting the effect of the pro- 
posed Indian boundary ; but they agreed to an al- 
teration of their original proposition on that sub- 
ject, which renders it much more explicit than as 
stated, either in the first conference or in their 

roposed draught of the protocol. They also ob- 
jected to the insertion of the fact, that they had 
a to adjourn the conferences until they 
could obtain further instructions from their Gov- 
ernment. The return of their messenger may, 
perhaps, disclose the motive of their reluctance 
in that respect. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servants, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL. 


Draught of original Protocol, made by the American 
Ministers, of the two first conferences held with the 
British Commissioners. 

At a meeting between the Commissioners of 
His Britannic Majesty and those of the United 
States of America, for negotiating and conclud- 
ing a peace, held at Ghent, 8th August, 1814, the 
following points were presented, by the Commis- 
sioners on the part of Great Britain, as subjects 
for discussion : 

1. The forcible seizure of mariners on board of 
merchant vessels, and the claim of allegiance of 
His Britannic Majesty upon all the native born 
subjects of Great Britain. 

2. The Indian allies of Great Britain to be in- 
cluded in the pacification, and a boundary to be 
settled between the dominions of the Indians and 


those of the United States. Both parts of thi; 
point are considered by the British Governmen, 
as a sine qua non to the conclusion of the treaty 

3. The revision of the boundary line betwee, 
the territories of the United States and those of 
Great Britain adjoining them, in North America. 

4. The fisheries, respecting which the Brit. 
ish Government will not allow the people of 
the United States the privilege of landing ang 
drying fish, within the territorial jurisdiction of 
Great Britain, without an equivalent. 

The American Commissioners were requestej 
to say whether their instructions from their Goy. 
ernment authorized them to treat upon these sey. 
eral points ; and to state, on their part, such other 
points as they might be further instructed to pro. 
pose for discussion. 

The meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, the 9) 
August, on which day the Commissioners me 
again. 

The American Commissioners, at this meeting 
stated that, upon the first and third points pr. 
posed by the British Commissioners, they wer 
provided with instructions from their Gover. 
ment; and that on the second and fourth of these 
points, there not having existed heretofore any 
differences between the two Governments, they 
had not been anticipated by the Government of 
the United States, and were, therefore, not pro 
vided for in their instructions. That, in relation 
to an. Indian pacification, they knew that the 
Government of the United States had appointed 
commissioners to treat of peace with the Indians; 
and that it was not improbable that peace hai 
been made with them. 

The American Commissioners presented, x: 
further points [subjects] considered by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States as suitable for dis 
cussion— 

1. A definition of blockade, and, as far as may 
be agreed, of other neutral and belligerent rights. 

2. Certain claims of indemnity to individuals 
for captures and seizures preceding and subse 
quent to the war. 

3. They further stated that there were variou: 
other points, to which their instructions extent: 


ed, which might, with propriety, be objects of F 


discussion, either in the negotiation of the peace 
or in that of a treaty of commerce, which, in the 
case of a propitious termination of the preset! 
conferences, they were likewise authorized \0 
conclude. That, for the purpose of facilitating 
the first and most essential object of peace, they 
had discarded every subject which was not cot 
sidered peculiarly connected with that, and pre 
sented only those points which appeared to be 
immediately relevant to this negotiation. 

The American Commissioners expressed thett 
wish to receive from the British Commissioners 
a statement of the views and objects of Great 
Britain upon all the points, and their willingness 
to discuss them all, in order that, if no arrange 
ment could be agreed to upon the points not 10 
their instructions, which would come within the 
scope of the powers committed to their discretion, 
the Government of the United States might be 
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_ it was not possible for them, previous to discus- 
_ sion, to decide whether an article on the subject 
could be formed which would be mutually satis- 
factory, and to which they should think them- 
' selves, under their discretionary powers, justified 
in acceding. 


~ upon the discussion, unless the American Com- 
+ missioners would say that they considered it 
> within théir discretion to make a provisional ar- 
rangement on the subject, conformable to the view 
» of it prescribed by the British Government, and 
) proposed to adjourn the conferences for the pur- 
pose of consulting their own Government on this 
| state of things. 


| it was understood, as an effect of the proposed 
' boundary for the Indians, that the United States 
would be precluded from the right of purchasing 
) territory from the Indians within that boundary, 
by amicable treaty with the Indians themselves, 
' without the consent of Great Britain? And whe- 
_ ther it was understood to operate as a restriction 
upon the Indians for selling, by such amicable 
treaties, lands to the United States, as has been 
hitherto practised? 


_ Indian territories should be a barrier between the 
_ British possessions and those of the United States; 


_ ing met, their full powers were respectively pro- 
| thereof were exchanged. 
_ ing subjects, as those upon which it appeared to 


_ them that the discussions between themselves 
| and the American Commissioners would be like- | a statement of the views and objects of Great 
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put in sion of the entire and precise inten- | board merchant ships on the high seas, and, in 
tions of that of Great Britain with regard to such | connexion with it, the right of the King of Great 
ints; and that the British Government might | Britain to the allegiance of all his native subjects. 
fully informed of the objections, on the part of | 2d. That the peace be extended to the Indian 
the United States, to any such arrangement. allies of Great Britain, and that the boundary of 
They. the American Commissioners, were ask- | theic territory be definitively marked out as a per- 
ed whether, if those of Great Britain should enter | manent barrier between the dominions of Great 
further upon the discussion, particularly respect- | Britain and the United States. An arrangement 
ing the Indian boundary, the American Commis- | on this subject to be a sine qua non of a Treaty of 
sioners could expect that it would terminate by | Peace. 
some provisional arrangement, which they could| 3d. A revision of the boundary line between 
conclude, subject to the ratification of their Gov- | the British and American Territories, with the 
ernment ? view to prevent future uncertainty and dispute. 
They answered that, as any arrangement to| The British Commissioners requested informa- 
which they could agree upon the subject must be | tion whether the American Commissioners were 
without specific authority from their Government, | instructed to enter into negotiation on the above 
points. But, before they desired any answer, they 
felt it right to communicate the intentions of their 
Government as to the North American fisheries, 
viz: that the British Government did not intend 
to grant to the United States, gratuitously, the 
privileges formerly granted by treaty to them, of 
fishing within the limits of the British sovereign- 
ty, and of using the shores of the British territo- 
ries for purposes connected with the fisheries. 





The British Commissioners declined entering 


Aveust 9. 


The meeting being adjourned to the 9th Au- 
gust, the Commissioners met again on that day. 

The American Commissioners at this meeting 
stated that, upon the first and third points pro- 
posed by the British Commissioners, they were 
provided with instructions from their Govern- 
ment; and that the second and fourth of these 
points were not provided for in their instructions. 
That, in relation tg an Indian pacification, they 
knew that the Government of the United States 
had appointed Commissioners to treat of peace 
with the Indians, and that it was not improbable 
peace had been made with them. 

The American Commissioners presented, as 
further subjects considered by the Government 
of the United States as suitable for discussion— 

Ist. A definition of blockade, and, as faras may 
be agreed, of other neutral and belligerent rights. 

2d. Certain claims of indemnity to individuals 
for captures and seizures preceding and subse- 
quent to the war. 

3d. They further stated that there were various 
other points to which their instructions extended, 
which might, with propriety, be objects of dis- 
cussion, either in the negotiation of the peace, or 
in that of a treaty of commerce, which, in the 
case of a propitious termination of the present 
conferences, they-were likewise authorized to con- 
clude. That, for the purpose of facilitating the 
first and most ensbetial object of peace, they had 
discarded every subject which was not consider- 
ed as peculiarly connected with that, and pre- 
sented only those points which appeared to be 
immediately relevant to this negotiation. 

The American Commissioners expressed their 
wish to receive from the British Commissioners 


The British Commissioners were asked whether 


They answered, that it was understood that the 


that the United States and Great Britain should 
both be restricted from such purchases of lands; 
but that the Indians would not be restricted from 
selling them to any third party. 

The meeting was then adjourned to Wednes- 


day, 10th August. 
C. HUGHES, Jr., 
Secretary to the Mission Extraordinary. 





Protocol of Conference, August 8, 1814. 
The British and American Commissioners hav- 


duced, which were found satisfactory, and copies 


The British Commissioners stated the follow- 
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ly to turn: Britain upon all the points, and their willingness 
Ist. The forcible seizure of mariners from on | to discuss them all. 
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They, the American Commissioners, were ask- 
ed whether, if those of Great Britain should enter 
further upon this discussion, particularly respect- 
ing the Indian boundary, the American Commis- 
sioners could expect that it would terminate by 
some provisional arrangement which they could 
conclude, subject to the ratification of their Gov- 
ernment. 

They answered that, as any arrangement to 
which they could agree upon the subject must be 
without specific authority from their Govern- 
ment, it was not possible for them, previous to 
the discussion, to decide whether any article on 
the subject could be formed which would be mu- 
tually satisfactory, and to which they should 
think themselves, under their discretionary pow- 
ers, justified in acceding. 

he meeting was adjourned. 


True copy: 
C. HUGHES, Jr., 
Secretary of Legation. 





Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Clay, Russell, and Gallatin, 
to Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State. 


Guent, August 19, 1814. 


Sir: Mr. Baker, secretary to the British mis- 
sion, called upon us to-day at one o’clock, and in- 
vited us to a conference to be held at three. This 
was _ to; and the British Commissioners 
opened it by saying that they had received their 
further instructions this morning, and had not lost 
a moment in requesting a meeting for the pur- 
pose of communicating the decision of their Gov- 
ernment. It is proper to notice that Lord Cas- 
tlereagh had arrived last night in this city, 
whence, it is said, he will depart to-morrow, on 
his way to Brussels and Vienna. 

The British Commissioners stated that their 
Government had felt some surprise that we were 
not instructed respecting the Indians, as it could 
not have been expected that they would leave 
their allies in their comparatively weak situation, 
exposed to our resentment. Great Britain might 
justly have supposed that the American Govern- 
ment would have furnished us with instructions, 
authorizing us to agree toa positive article on 
the subject; but the least she could demand was, 
that we should siga a provisional article, admit- 
ting the principle, subject to the ratification of 
our Government, so that if it should be ratified 
the treaty should take effect; and if not, that it 
should be null and void. Oo our assent or refusal 
to admit such an article, would depend the con- 
tinuance or suspension of the negotiation. 

As we had represented that the proposition 
made by them on that subject was not sufficiently 
explicit, their Government had directed them to 
give us every necessary explanation, and to state 
distinctly the basis which must be considered as 
an indispensable preliminary. 

It was a sine qua non that the Indians should 
be included in the pacification, and, as incident 
thereto, that the boundaries of their territory 
should be permanently established. Peace with 
the Indians was a subject so simple as to require 


no comment. With respect to the boundarie; 
which were to divide their territory from that of 
the United States, the object of the British Goy. 
ernment was, that the Indians should remain as 
a permanent barrier between our western settle. 
ments and the adjacent British provinces, to pre- 
vent them from being conterminous to each other - 
and that neither the United States nor Great Brit. 
ain should ever hereafter have the right to pur. 
chase or acquire any part of the territory thus re. 
cognised as belonging tothe Indians. With regard 
to the extent of the Indian territory and the boun. 
dary line, the British Government would propose 
the lines of the Greenville Treaty as a proper ba. 
sis, subject, however, to discussion and modifica. 
tions. 

We stated that the Indian territory, according 
to these lines, would comprehend a great number 
of American citizens; not less, perhaps, than q 
hundred thousand ; and asked what was the ip. 
tention of the British Government respecting 
them, and under whose Government they would 
fall? It was answered that those settlement 
would be taken into consideration when the line 
became a subject of discussion ; but that such of 
the inhabitants as would ultimately be included 
within the Indian Territory must make their own 
arrangements, and provide for themselves. 

The British Commissioners here said that, coo- 
sidering the importance of the question we had 0 
decide, (that of agreeing to a provisional article) 
their Government had thought that we should 
also be fully informed of its views with respect 
to the proposed revision of the boundary line be- 
tween the dominions of Great Britain and the 
United States. 

Ist. Experience had proved that the joint pos- 
session of the Lakes, and a right common to both 
nations to keep up a naval force on them, neces- 
sarily produced collisions, and rendered peace in- 
secure. As Great Britain could not be supposed 
to expect to make conquests in that quarter, and 
as that province was essentially weaker than the 
United States, and exposed to invasion, it was ne- 
cessary for its security that Great Britain should 
require that the United States should hereafter 
keep no armed naval force on the western lakes 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, both inclu- 
sive; that they should not erect any fortified or 
military post or establishment on the shores 0! 
those lakes; and that they should not maintain 
those which were already existing. This must, 
they said, be considered as a moderate demand, 
since Great Britain, if she had not disclaimed the 
intention of any increase of territory might, with 
propriety, have asked a cession of the adjacent 
American shores. The commercial navigation 
and intercourse would be left on the same footing 
as heretofore. It was expressly stated (in answet 
to a question we asked) that Great Britain was 
to retain the right of having an armed naval force 
on those lakes, and of holding military posts and 
establishments on their shores. 

2d. The boundary line west of Lake Superior. 
and thence to the Mississippi, to be revised ; and 
the treaty-right of Great Britain to the naviga- 
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tion of the yee ome to be continued. When 
asked whether they did not mean the line from 
the Lake of the Woods to the Mississippi ? the 
British Commissioners repeated, that they meant 
the line from Lake Superior to that river. 

3d. A direct communication from Halifax, and 
the Province of New Brunswick, to Quebec, to 
be secured to Great Britain. In answer to our 
question, in what manner this was to be effected, 
we were told that it must be done by a cession to 


Great Britain of that portion of the District of 
| Maine, in the State of Massachusetts, which in- 
- tervenes between New Brunswick and Quebec, 
and prevents the direct communication. 
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Reverting to the proposed provisional article 
respecting the Indian pacification and boundary, 
the British Commissioners concluded by stating 
to us, that if the conferences should be suspended 
by our refusal to agree to such an article, without 
having obtained further instructions from our 
Government, Great Britain would not consider 
herself bound to abide by the terms which she 
now offered, but would be at liberty to vary and 
regulate her demands according to subsequent 


| events, and in such manner as the state of the 
| war, at the time of renewing the negotiations, 
_ might warrant. 


e asked whether the statement made re- 
specting the proposed revision of the boundary 


 hne between the United States and the domin- 
_ ions of Great Britain embraced all the objects 


she meant to _ forward for discussion, and 
what were particularly her views with respect to 


_ Moose Island, and such other islands in the bay 
_ of Passamaquoddy as had been in our possession 
_ till the present war, but had been lately captured ? 
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We were answered that those islands, belonging 
of right to Great reap much so, one of the 
Commissioners said, as Northamptonshire,) they 


_ would certainly be kept by her, and were not 
_ even supposed to be an object of discussion. 


From the forcible manner in which the demand 
that the United States should keep no naval arm- 
ed force on the Lakes, nor any military posts on 
their shores, had been brought forward, we were 
induced to inquire whether this condition was 
also meant as a sine quanon? To this the Brit- 
ish Commissioners declined giving a positive an- 
swer. They said that they had been sufficiently 
explicit ; that they had given us one sine qua non, 
and, when we had disposed of that, it would be 
time enough to give us an answer to another. 

We then stated that, considering the nature 
and importance of the communication made this 
day, we wished the British Commissioners to re- 
duce their proposals to writing before we gave 
theman answer. This they agreed to, and prom- 
ised to send us an official note without delay. 

We need hardly say, that the demands of Great 
Britain will receive from us an unanimous and 
decided negative. We do not deem it necessary 
to detain the John Adams for the purpose of 
transmitting to you the official notes which may 
pass on the subject and close the negotiation. 
And we have felt it our duty immediately to ap- 


last conference, that there is not, at present, any 
hope of peace. 
We have the honor to be, sir, with perfect re- 
spect, your obedient servants, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


P. S. August 20, 1814.—We have this moment 
received the note of the British Commissioners, 
which had been promised to us, bearing date yes- 
or a copy of which we have the honor to 
enclose. 





Note of the British Commissioners. 
GueEnt, August 19, 1814. 
The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of His Brit- 
annic Majesty do themselves the honor of ac- 

uainting the Plenipotentiaries of the United 

tates, chat they have commmunicated to their 
Court the result of the conference which they had 
the honor of holding with them upon the 9th in- 
stant, in which they stated that they were un- 
provided with any specific instructions as to com- 
prehending the Indian nations in a treaty of peace 
to be made with Great Britain, and as to defining 
a boundary to the Indian ees 

The undersigned are instructed to acquaint the 
Plenipotentiaries of the United States, that His 
Majesty’s Government having, at the outset of 
the negotiation, with a view to the — 
ration of peace, reduced, as far as possible, the 
number of points to be discussed, and having pro- 
fessed themselves willing to forego, on some im- 
portant topics, any stipulation to the advantage of 
Great Britain, cannot but feel some surprise that 
the Government of the United States should not 
have furnished their Plenipotentiaries with in- 
structions upon those points which could hardly 
fail to come under discussion. 

Under the inability of the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries to conclude any article upon the subject 
of Indian pacification and Indian boundary, which 
shall bind the Government of the United States, 
His Majesty’s Government conceive that they can- 
not give a better proof of their sincere desire for 
the restoration of peace than by professing their 
willingness to accept a provisional article upon 
those heads, in the event of the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries considering themselves authorized to 
accede to the general principles upon which such 
an article ought to be founded. With a view to 
enable the American Plenipotentiaries to decide 
how far the conclusion of such an article is within 
the limit of their general discretion, the under- 
signed are directed to state fully and distinctly the 
basis upon which alone Great Britain sees any 
prospect of advantage in the continuance of the 
negotiation at the present time. 

he undersigned have already had the honor 
of stating to the American Plenipotentiaties that, 
in considering the points above referred to asa 
sine qua non of any treaty of peace, the view of 


prize you, by this hasty but correct sketch of our|the British Government is the permanent tran- 
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uillity and security of the Indian nations, and 
the prevention of those jealousies and irritations 
to which the frequent alteration of the Indian 
limits has heretofore given rise. For this purpose 
it is indispensably necessary that the Indian na- 
tions who have been, during the war, in alliance 
with Great Britain, should, at the termination of 
the war, be included in the pacification. 

It is equally necessary that a definite boundary 
should be assigned to the Indians, and that the con- 
tracting parties should guarantee the integrity of 
their territory by a mutual stipulation not to ac- 
quire, by purchase or otherwise, any territory 
within the special limits. The British Govern- 
ment are willing to take as the basis of an article 
on this subject those stipulations of the Treaty of 
Greenville, subject to modifications, which relate 
to a boundary line. 

As the undersigned are desirous of stating every 
point in connexion with the subject which may 
reasonably influence the decision of the American 
Plenpotentiaries in the exercise of their discretion, 
they avail themselves of this opportunity to re- 
peat what they have already stated, Great Britain 
desires the revision of the frontier between her 
North American dominions and those of the Uni- 
ted States, not with any view to an acquisition of 
territory, as such, but for the purpose of securing 
her possessions and preventing future disputes. 

The British Government consider the lakes 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, both inclu- 
sive,to be the natural military frontier of the 
British possessions in North America. As the 
weaker Power on the North American continent, 
the least capable of acting offensively, and the 
most exposed to sudden invasion, Great Britain 
considers the military occupation of these lakes 
as necessary to the security of her dominions. 
A boundary line equally dividing these waters, 
with a right in each nation to arm, both upon 
the lakes and upon their shores, is calculated to 
create a contest for naval ascendency in peace 
as wellas in war. The Power which occupies 
these lakes should, as a necessary result, have the 
military occupation of both shores. In further- 
ance of this object, the British Government is 
prepared to propose a boundary. But as this 
might be misconstrued as an intention to extend 
their possessions to the southward of the lakes, 
(which is by no means the object they have in 
view,) they are disposed to leave the territorial 
limits undisturbed, and as incident to them, the 
free commercial navigation of the lakes, provided 
that the American Government will stipulate not 
to maintain or construct any fortifications upon, 
or within, a limited distance of the shores, or 
maintain or construct any armed vessels upon the 
lakes in question, or in the rivers which empty 
themselves into the same. 

If this can be adjusted, there will then remain 
for discussion the arrangement of the Northwest- 
ern boundary between Lake Superior and the 
Mississippi, the free navigation of that river, and 
such a variation of the line of frontier as may 
secure a direct communication between Quebec 
and Halifax. 


The undersigned trust that the full statement 
which they have made of the views and objects 
of the British Government, in requiring the pa- 
cification of the Indian nations, and a permanent 
limit to their territories, will enable the Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries to conclude a provisional 
article upon the basis above stated. Should the 
feel it necessary to refer to the Government of the 
United States for further instructions, the under. 
signed feel it incumbent upon them to acquaint 
the American Plenipotentiaries that their Goy. 
ernment cannot be precluded by anything that 
has passed, from varying the terms at present 
proposed, in such a manner as the state of the 
war, at the time of resuming the conferences, 
at in their judgment, render advisable. 

he undersigned avail themselves of this oc- 

casion to renew to the Plenipotentiaries of the 

United States the sovemenes of their high con- 
AM 


sideration. " 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. | 





The Plenipotentiaries of the United States to the Sec- 
retary of State. 


Guent, October 25, 1814. 


Sin: We have the honor of transmitting here. 
with copies of all our correspondence with the 
British Plenipotentiaries, since the departure of 
Mr. Dallas. Although the negotiation has not 
terminated so abruptly as we expected at that 
period that it would, we have no reason to retract 
the opinion which we then expressed, that no 
hopes of peace, as likely to result from it, could 
be entertained. It is true, that the terms which 
the British Government had so peremptorily pre- 
scribed at that time have been apparently aban- 
doned, and that the sine qua non then required as 
a preliminary to all discussion upon other topics 
has been reduced to an article securing merely an 
Indian pacification, which we have agreed to ac- 
cept, subject to the ratification or rejection of our 
Government. But you will perceive that our re- 
quest for the exchange of a project of a treaty 
has been eluded, and that, in their last note, the 
British Plenipotentiaries have advanced a de- 
mand not only new and inadmissible, but totally 
incompatible with their uniform previous decla- 
rations that Great Britain had no view in this 
negotiation to any acquisition of territory. I! 
will be perceived that this new pretension was 
brought forward immediately after the accounts 
had been received that a British force had taken 
possession of all that part of the State of Massa- 
chusetts situate east of Penobscot river. The Bri- 
tish Plenipotentiaries have invariably referred to 
their Government every note received from us, 
and waited the return of their messenger before 
they have transmitted to us their answer, and the 
whole tenor of the correspondence, as well as the 
manner in which it has been conducted on the 
part of the British Government, have concurred to 
convince us that their object has been delay ; their 
motives for this policy we presume to have been 
to keep the alternative of peace, or of a protracted 
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war in their own hands, until the general arrange- 
ment of European affairs should be accomplished 
at the Congress of Vienna, and until they could 
avail themselves of the advantages which they 
have anticipated from the success of their arms 
during the present campaign in America. 
Although the Sovereigns who had determined 
to be present at the Congress of Vienna have 
peen already several weeks assembled there, it 
does not appear by the last advices from that 
ace that the Congress has been formally opened. 
Be the contrary, by a declaration from the pleni- 
potentiaries of the Powers, who were parties to 
the peace of Paris of 30th of May last, the open- 
ing of the Congress appears to have been post- 
poned to the ist of November. A memorial is 
said to have been presented by the French Am- 
bassador, Talleyrand, in which it is declared that 
France, having returned to her boundaries in 
1792, can recognise none of the aggrandizements 
of the other great Powers of Europe since that 
0 although not intending to oppose them 
y 
























war. 

These circumstances indicate that the new 
basis for the political system of Europe will not 
be so speedily settled as had been expected. The 
principle thus assumed by France is very exten- 


tion much wider than had been anticipated. We 
think it does not promise an aspect of immediate 
tranquillity to this Continent, and that it will 
disconcert particularly the measures which Great 
Britain has been taking with regard to the future 
destination of this country, among others, and to 
which she has attached apparently much impor- 


We have the honor to be, with great respect, 
sir, your very humble servants, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
Hon. James Monroe, 
Secretary of State. 





[Referred to in the despatch of October 25, 1814.) 
The American to the British Ministers. 
Guent, August 24, 1814. 


The undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary 
and Extraordinary, from the United States of 
America, have given to the official note which 
they have had the honor of receiving from His 
Britannic Majesty’s Plenipotentiaries, the delib- 
erate attention which the importance of its con- 
tents required, and have now that of transmit- 
ting to them their answer on the several points 
to which it refers. 

They would present to the consideration of the 
British Plenipotentiaries that Lord Castlereagh, 
in his letter of the 4th November, 1813, to the 

merican Secretary of State, pledges the faith 
of the British Government, that “ they were will- 
ing to enter into discussion with the Government 
of America for the conciliatory adjustment of 


the differences subsisting between the two States, 
with an earnest desire on their part to bring them 
to a favorable issue, upon principles of 
reciprocity, not inconsistent with the established 
maxims of public law, and with the maritime 
rights of the British empire.” This fact alone 
might suffice to show, that it ought not to have 
been expected that the American Government, in 
accedin 
ceeded its terms, and furnished the undersigned: 
with instructions authorizing them to treat. with. 
the British Plenipotentiaries respecting the In-- 
dians situated within the -boundaries of the Uni-- 
ted States. 
tertained by the British Government might also 
have been inferred from the explicit assuranees- 
which the British Plenipotentiaries gave on the: 
part of their Government, at the first conference 
which the undersigned had the honor of holding 
with them, that no events subsequent to the first 
proposals for this negotiation had, in any manner, 


rfect 


to this proposition, should have ex- 


That such expectation was not en= 


varied either the disposition of the British Gov- 


ernment, that it might terminate in a peace hon- 
orable to both parties, or the terms upon which 


they would be willing to conclude it. 

It is well known that the differences which 
unhappily subsisted between Great Britain and 
the United States, and which ultimately led to 
the present war, were wholly of a maritime na- 
ture, arising principally from the British Orders 
in Council in relation to blockades, and from the 
impressment of mariners on board of American 
vessels, The boundary of the Indian territory 
had never been a subject of difference between 
the two countries. Neither the principles of re- 
ciprocity, the maxims of public law, nor the 
maritime rights of the British empire, could re- 
quire the permanent establishment of such bound- 
ary. The novel pretensions now advanced could 
no more have been anticipated by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, in forming instruc- 
tions for this negotiation, than they seem to have 
been contemplated by that of Great Britain in 
November last in proposing it. Lord Castle- 
reagh’s note makes the termination of the war to 
depend on a conciliatory adjustment of the dif- 
ferences then subsisting between the two States, 
and on no other condition whatever. 

Nor could the American Government have 
foreseen that Great Britain, in order to obtain 
peace for the Indians residing within the domin- 
10ns of the United States, whom she had induced 
to take part with her in the war, would demand 
that they should be made parties to the treaty 
between the two nations; or that the boundaries 
of their lands should be permanently and irrevo- 
cably fixed by that treaty. Such a proposition is 
contrary to the acknowledged principles of pub- 
lic law, and to the practice of all civilized na- 
tions, particularly of Great Britain and of the 
United States. It is not founded on reciprocity ; 
it is unnecessary for the attainment of the object 
which it professes to have in view. 

No maxim of public law has hitherto been 
more universally established among the Powers 
of Europe possessing territories in America, and 
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there is none to which Great Britain has more 
uniformly and inflexibly adhered than that of 
suffering no interposition of a foreign Power in 
the relations between the acknowledged Sover- 
eign of the territory and the Indians situated 
upon it. Without the admission of this princi- 
ple there would be no intelligible meaning at- 
tached to stipulations establishing boundaries 
between the dominions in America of civilized 
nations, possessing territories inhabited by Indian 
tribes. Whatever may be the relations of Indians 
to the nation in whose territory they are thus 
acknowledged to reside, they cannot be consid- 
ered as an independent Power by the nation 
which has made such an acknowledgment. 

That the territory of which Great Britain 
wishes now to dispose is within the dominions of 
the United States was solemnly acknowledged 
by. herself in the Treaty of Peace of 1783, which 
established their boundaries, and by which she 
relinguished all claims to the government, pro- 
priety, and territorial rights within those bound- 
aries. No condition respecting the Indians resid- 
ing there was inserted in that treaty. No stipu- 
lation similar, to that now proposed is to be found 
in any treaty made by Great Britain, or, within 
the. knowledge of the undersigned, by any other 
nation. 

The Indian tribes for which Great Britain pro- 
poses now to stipulate, have themselves acknowl- 
edged this principle. By the Greenville Treaty 
of 1795, to which the British Plenipotentiaries 
have alluded, it is, expressly stipulated, and the 
condition has been confirmed by every subse- 
quent treaty, so late as the year 1810, “that the 
Indian tribes shall quietly enjoy their lands, hunt- 
ing, planting, and dwelling thereon so long as 
they. please, without any molestation from the 
United States; but that when those tribes, or any 
of them, shall be disposed to sell their ands, they 
are. to be sold only to the United States; that, 
until such sale, the United States will protect all 
the said Indian tribes in the quiet enjoyment of 
their lands against all citizens of the United 
States, and against all other white persons who 
intrude on the same; and that the said Indian 
tribes again acknowledge themselves to be under 
the protection of the said United States, and of 
no other Power whatever.” 

That there is no reciprocity in the proposed 
stipulation is evident. In prohibiting Great Brit- 
ain and the United States from purchasing lands 
Within a, part of the dominions of the latter 
Power, while it. professes to take from Great 

itain a privilege which she had not, it actually 
deprives the United States of a right exclusively 
belonging to them. 

The proposition is also utterly unnecessary for 
the. purpose of obtaining a pacification for the In- 
diaus residing within the territories of the United 
States. The undersigned have already had the 
honor of informing the British Plenipotentiaries 
that, under the. system of liberal policy adopted 
by the United States in their relations with the 
Indians within their territories, an uninterrupted 
peace had subsisted from the year 1795, not only 


between the United States and all those tribes 
but also among those tribes themselves, for a 
longer period of time than ever had been known 
since the first settlement of North America. 
Against those Indians the United States have 
neither interest nor inclination to continue the 
war. They have nothing to ask of them but 
peace. Commissioners on their part have been 
appointed to conclude it, and an armistice was 
actually made last Autumn with most of those 
tribes. The British Government may again 
have induced some of them to take their side in 
the war; but peace with them will necessarily 
follow immediately a peace with Great Britain, 
To a provisional article similar to what has been 
stipulated in some former treaties, engaging that 
each party will treat for the Indians within its 
territories, include them in the peace, and use its 
best endeavors to prevent them from committing 
hostilities against the citizens or subjects of the 
other party, the undersigned might assent, and 
rely on the approbation and ratification of their 
Government. They would, also, for the purpose 
of securing the duration of peace, and to prevent 
collisions which might interrupt it, propose a 
stipulation which should preclude the subjects or 
citizens of each nation, respectively, from trad- 
ing with the Indians residing in the territory of 
the other. But to surrender both the rights of 
sovereignty and of soil over nearly one-third of 
the territorial dominions of the United States to 
a number of Indians, not probably exceeding 
twenty thousand, the undersigned are so far from 
being instructed or authorized that they assure 
the British Plenipotentiaries that any arrange- 
ment for that purpose would be instantaneously 
rejected by their Government. 

Not only has this extraordinary demand been 
made a sine qua non, to be admitted without dis- 
cussion, and as a. preliminary basis, but it is ac- 
companied by others equally inadmissible, which 
the British Plenipotentiaries state to be so con- 
nected with it that they may reasonably influ 
ence the decision of the undersigned upon i, 
yet leaving them uninformed how far those other 
demands may also be insisted on as indispensable 
conditions of a peace. 

As little are the undersigned instructed or em- 

owered to accede to the propositions of the Brit- 
ish Government in relation to the military occu- 
pation of the western lakes. If they have found 
the proposed interference of Great Britain in the 
concerns of the Indians residing within the Uni- 
ted States utterly incompatible with any estab- 
lished maxim of public law, they are no less at 
a loss to discover by what rule of perfect reci- 
procity the United States can be required to re- 
nounce their equal right of maintaining a naval 
force upon those lakes, and of fortifying their 
own shores, while Great Britain reserves exclu- 
sively the corresponding rights to herself. That, 
in point of military preparation, Great Britain, 
in her possessions in North America, ever has 
been in a condition to be termed with propriety 
the weaker Power in comparison with the Uni- 
ted States, the undersigned believe to be incor- 
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- rect in.point.of fact. In regard to the fortifica- 
tion of the shores, and to the forces actually 
kept on foot upon those frontiers, they believe 
the superiority to have always been on the side 


of Great Britain. 


(aed 


pied: 


If the proposal to dismantle 
the forts upon her shores, strike forever her mili- 
tary ag poe the Lakes, and lay her whole fron- 
tier defenceless in the presence of her armed and 
fortified neighbor, had proceeded not from Great 
Britain to the United States, but from the United 
States to Great Britain, the undersigned may 
safely appeal to the bosoms of His Britannic 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiaries for the feelings with 
which, not only in regard to the interests but to 
the honor of their nation, they would have re- 
ceived sucha proposal. What would Great Brit- 
ain herself say, if, in relation to another frontier, 
where she has the acknowledged superiorty of 
strength, it were proposed that she should be 
reduced to a condition even of equality with the 
United States? 

The undersigned further perceive that, under 
the alleged purpose of opening a direct commu- 
nication between two of the British provinces in 
America, the British Government require a ces- 
sion of territory, forming a part of one of the 
States of the American Union; and that they 
propose, without purpose specifically alleged, to 
draw the boundary line westward, not from the 
Lake of the Woods, as it now is, but from Lake 
Superior. It must be perfectly immaterial to 
the United States whether the object of the Brit- 


_ ish Government in demanding the dismember- 
ment of the United States, is to acquire territory 
| as such, or for purposes less liable in the eyes of 
| the worl 

 dizement. 


d to be ascribed to the desire of aggran- 
Whatever the motive may be, and 
with whatever consistency views of conquest 
may be disclaimed, while demanding for herself 
or for the Indians a cession of territory more ex- 
tensive than the whole island of Great Britain, 
the duty marked out for the undersigned is the 
same. They have no authority to cede any part 
of the territory of the United States, and to no 


stipulation to that effect will they subscribe. 


he conditions proposed by Great Britain have 
no relation to the subsisting differences between 
the two countries; they are inconsistent with 
acknowledged principles of public law; they are 
founded neither on reciprocity, nor on any of the 
usual bases of negotiation, neither on that of ust 

idetis nor of status ante bellum. They would 
inflict the most vital injury on the United States, 
by dismembering their territory, by arresting 
their natural growth and increase of population, 
and by leaving their Northern.and Western fron- 
tier equally exposed to British invasion and to 
Indian aggression ; they are, above all, dishonor- 
able to the United States, in demanding from 
them to abandon territory and a portion of their 
citizens; to admit a foreign interference in their 
domestic concerns, and to cease to exercise their 
natural. rights on their own shores and in their 
own waters. A treaty concluded on such terms 
would be but an armistice. It cannot be supposed 
that. America would long submit to conditions.so 


injurious and degrading, It is impossible, in the 
natural course of events, that she should. not, 
at the first favorable opportunity, recur to arms 
for the recovery of her territory, of her rights, of 
her honor. Instead of settling existing differences, 
such a peace would only create new causes of 
war, sow the seeds of a permanent hatred, and 
lay the foundation of hostilities for an indefinite 
period. 

Essentially pacific, from her political institu- 
tions, from the habits of her citizens, from her 
physical situation, America reluctantly en 
in the war. She wishes for peace, but she wishes 
for it upon those terms of reciprocity honorable 
to both countries, which can alone render it per- 
manent. The causes of the war between the 
United States and Great Britain having disap- 
peared, by the maritime pacifications of Europe, 
the Government of the United States does not 
desire to continue it in defence of abstract prin- 
ciples, which have, for the present, ceased to have 
any practical effect. The undersigned have been 
accordingly instructed to agree to is termination, 
both parties restoring whatever territory they 
may have taken, and both reserving all their rights, 
in relation to their respective seamen. To make 
the peace between the two nations solid and per- 
manent, the undersigned were also instructed, 
and have been. prepared to enter into the most 
amicable discussion of ali those points, on which 
differences or uncertainty had existed, and which 
might hereafter tend, in any degree whatever, to 
interrupt the harmony of the two countries, with- 
out, however, making the conclusion of the peace 
at all depend upon a successful result of the dis- 
cussion. 

It is, therefore, with deep regret, that the un- 
dersigned have seen that other views are enter- 
tained by the British Government, and that new 
and unexpected pretensions are raised, which, if 
persisted in, must oppose an insuperable obstacle 
toa pacification. It is not necessary to refer such 
demands to the American Government for its 
instruction. They will only be a fit subject of 
deliberation when it becomes necessary to decide 
upon the expediency of an absolute surrender of 
national independence, 

The undersigned request the British Plenipo» 
tentiaries to accept the assurance of their high 


consideration. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
To the PLenirpoTenTiARiEs 
of His Britannic Majesty, &c. 








From the British to the American Ministers. 
Guent, September 4, 1814, 
The undersigned have. the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of the American Plen- 
ipotentiaries, dated the 24th ultimo. 
It is with unfeigned regret that the undersigned 
observe, both in the tone and substance of the 
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whole note, so little proof of any disposition on 
the part of the Government of the United States 
to enter into an amicable discussion of the sev- 
eral points submitted by the undersigned in their 
former communication. The undersigned are 
perfectly aware that, in bringing forward those 
ints for consideration, and stating with so much 
rankness as they did, the views with which they 
were proposed, they departed from the usual 
course of negotiations, by disclosing all the ob- 
jects of their Government while those which the 
American Government had in view were with- 
held; but in so doing they were principally actu- 
ated by a sincere desire of bringing the negotia- 
tion as soon as possible to a favorable termina- 
tion, and in some measure, by their willingness 
to comply with the wishes expressed by the Ame- 
rican Plenipotentiaries themselves. 

It is perfectly true that the war between His 
Majesty and the United States was declared by 
the latter Power, upon the pretence of maritime 
rights, alleged to be asserted by Great Britain, and 
disputed by the United States. 

f the war thus declared by the United States 
had been carried on by them for objects pure- 
ly of a maritime nature, or if the attack which 
has been made on Canada had been made for the 
purpose of diversion, or in the way of defence 
against the British forces in that quarter, any 
question as to the boundaries of Canada might 
have been considered as unnecessary ; but it is 
notorious to the whole world that the conquest 
of Canada, and its permanent annexation to the 
United States, was the declared object of the 
American Government. If, in consequence of a 
different course of events on the continent of Eu- 
rope His Majesty’s Government had been unable 
to reinforce the British armies in Canada, and the 
United States had obtained a decided superiority 
in that quarter, is there any person who doubts 
that they would have availed themselves of their 
situation to obtain on the side of Canada im- 
portant cessions of territory, if not the entire aban- 
donment of the country by Great Britain? Is the 
American Government to be allowed to pursue, 
so far as its means will enable it, a system of ac- 
suisition and aggrandizement to the extent of an- 
nexing entire provinces to their dominions, and 
is His Majesty to be precluded from availing 
himself of his means, so far as they will enable 
him, to retain those points which the valor of 
British arms may have placed in his power, be- 
cause they happen to be situated within the terri- 
tories allotted under former treaties to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States ? 

Such a principle of negotiation was never 
avowed at any period antecedent to that of the 
revolutionary Government of France. 

If the policy of the United States had been es- 
sentially pacific, as the American Plenipotenti- 
aries assert it ought to be, from their political 
institutions, from the habits of their citizens, and 
from their physical situation, it might not have 
been necessary to propose the precautionary pro- 
visions now under discussion. That, of late years 
at least, the American Government have been 


influenced by a very different policy, by a spirit 
of aggrandizement not neceszary to their own 
security, but increasing with the extent of their 
empire, has been too clearly manifested by their 
iy, pone occupation of the Indian territories 

y the acquisition of Louisiana, by the more re. 
cent attempt to wrest oo of arms from a 
nation in amity the two Floridas, and, lastly, by 
the avowed intention of permanently annexing 
the Canadas to the United States. . 

If, then, the security of the British North Ame- 
rican dominions requires any sacrifices on the 
part of the United States, they must be ascribed 
to the declared policy of that Government in ma- 
king the war not one of self-defence, nor for the 
redress of grievances, real or pretended, but a part 
of a system of conquest and aggrandizement. 

The British Government, in its present situa. 
tion, is bound in duty to endeavor to secure its 
North American dominions against those at. 
tempts at conquest which the American Govern. 
ment have avowed to be a principle of their pol- 
icy, and which, as such, will undoubtedly be re- 
newed whenever any succeeding war between 
the two countries shall afford a prospect of te- 
newing them with success. 

The British Plenipotentiaries proposed that the 
military re of the lakes from Lake Ontario 
to Lake Superior should be secured to Great Brit. 
ain, because the command of those lakes would 
afford to the American Government the means of 
commencing a war in the heart of Canada, and 
because the command of them, on the part of 
Great Britain, has been shown, by experience, 
to be attended with no insecprity to the United 
States. 

When the relative strength of the two Powers 
in North America is considered, it should be rec- 
ollected that the British dominions in that quar- 
ter do not contain a population of five hundred 
thousand souls, whereas the territory of the Uni- 
ted States contains a population of more than 
seven millions; that the naval resources of the 
United States are at hand for attack, and the na- 
val resources of Great Britain are on the other 
side of the Atlantic. 

The military possession of those lakes is not, 
therefore, necessary for the protection of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The proposal for allowing the territories on the 
southern banks of the lakes above mentioned to 
remain in the possession of the Government of 
the United States, provided no fortifications 
should be erected on the shores, and no armament 
permitted on the waters, has been made for the 
purpose of manifesting that security, and not ac- 
— of territory, is the object of the British 

overnment, and that they have no desire to 
throw obstacles in the way of any commerce 
which the people of the United States may be 
desirous of carrying on upon the Lakes, in time 
of peace. 

he undersigned, with the anxious wish to 
rectify all misunderstanding, have thus more fully 
explained the grounds upon which they brought 
forward the propositions contained in their former 
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oy 
note, respecting the boundaries of the British do- 
minions in North America. 

They do not wish to insist upon them beyond 
what she circumstances may fairly require. They 
are ready amicably to discuss the details of them, 
with a view to the adoption of any modifications 
which the American Plenipotentiaries, or their 
Government, may have to suggest, if they are not 
incompatible with the object itself. 

With respect to the boundary of the District 
of Maine, and that of the Northwestern frontier 
of the United States, the undersigned were not 

pared to anticipate the objections contained 
in the note of the American Plenipotentiaries, 
“that they were instructed to treat for the revis- 
lines.” with the statement 
which = have subsequently made, that they 
had no authority to cede any part, however insig- 
nificant, of the territory of the United States; 
although the proposal left it open to them to de- 


_ mand an equivalent for such cession, either in 
frontier or otherwise. 


i Rae 


Saas, 


The American Plenipotentiaries must be aware 


_ that the boundary of the District of Maine has 


never been correctly ascertained; that the one 
asserted at present by the American Government, 
by which the direct communication between 
Halifax and Quebec becomes interrupted, was 
not in contemplation of the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries who concluded the treaty of 1783; and 
that the greater part of the territory in question 


_ is actually unoccupied. 


The undersigned are persuaded that an arrange- 
ment on this point might be easily made, if en- 
tered into with the spirit of conciliation, with- 
out any prejudice to the interests of the district 
in question. 

As the necessity for fixing some boundary for 
the Northwestern frontier has been mutually ac- 
knowledged, a proposal for a discussion on that 
subject cannot be considered as a demand fora 
cession of territory, unless the United States are 
prepared to assert that there is no limit to their 
=e in that direction, and, that availing 
themselves of the geographical error upon which 
that part of the treaty of 1783 was formed, they 
will acknowledge no boundary whatever ; then, 
unquestionably, any proposition to fix one, be it 
what it may, must be considered as demanding a 
large cession of territory from the United States. 

Is the American Government prepared to as- 
sert such an unlimited right, so contrary to the 
evident intention of the treaty itself? Or, is His 
Majesty’s Government to understand that the 
American Plenipotentiaries are willing to ac- 
knowledge the boundary from the Lake of the 
Woods to the Mississippi, (the arrangement made 
by a convention in 1803, but not ratified,) as that 
by which their Government is ready to abide? 

The British Plenipotentiaries are instructed to 
accept favorably sucl a proposition, or to discuss 
any other line of boundary which may be sub- 
mitted for consideration. 

It is with equal astonishment and regret the 
undersigned find that the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries have not only declined signing any pro- 
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visional article by which the Indian nations who 
have taken part with Great Britain in the present 
contest may be included in the peace, and may 
have a boundary assigned to them, but have also 
thought proper to express surprise at eae 
sition on the subject having been advanced. 

The American Plenipotentiaries state that their 
Government could not have expected such a dis- 
cussion, and appear resolved at once to reject any 
proposition on this head, representing it as a de- 
mand contrary to the acknowledged principles of 
public law, tantamount to a cession of one-third 
of the territorial dominions of the United States, 
and required to be admitted without discussion. 

The proposition which is thus represented is, 
that the Indian nations which have been, durin 
the war, in alliance with Great Britain, should, 
at its termination, be included in the pacification, 
and with a view to their permanent tranquillit 
and security, that the British Government is wit: 
ling to take as a basis of an article on the subject 
of a boundary for those nations, the stipulations 
which the American Government contracted in 
1795, subject, however, to modifications. 

After the declaration publicly made to these 
Indian nations by the Governor General of Can- 
ada, that Great Britain would not desert them, 
could the American Government really persuade 
itself that no proposition relating to those nations 
would be advanced; and did Lord Castlereagh’s 
note of the 4th of November, 1813, imply so great 
a sacrifice of honor, or exclude from discussion 
every subject excepting what immediately re- 
lated to the maritime questions referred to in it ? 

When the undersigned assured the American 
Plenipotentiaries of the anxious wish of the Brit- 
ish Government that the negotiation might ter- 
minate in a peace honorable to both parties, it 
could not have been imagined that the American 
Plenipotentiaries would thence conclude that 
His Majesty’s Government was prepared to aban- 
don the Indian nations to their fate’; nor could it 


ment would have considered it as derogatory to 
its honor to admit a proposition by which the 
tranquillity of those nations might be secured. 
The British Plenipotentiaries have yet to learn 
that it is contrary to the acknowledged principles 
of public law to include allies in a negotiation 


for peace, or that it is contrary to the practice of 


all civilized nations to propose that a provision 
should be made for their future security. 


The Treaty of Greenville established the boun- 


daries between the United States and the Indian 
nations, 
be aware that the war, which has since broken 
out, has abrogated that treaty. Is it contrary to 
the established principles of public law for the 
British Government to propose, on behalf of its 
allies, that this treaty shall, on the pacification, 
be considered subject tosuch modifications as the 
case may render necessary? Or is it unreason- 
able to propose that this stipulation should be 
amended; and that, on that foundation, some 
es should be made which would pro- 


vide for the existence of a neutral Power between 


The American Plenipotentiaries must 
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Great Britain and the United States, calculated 
to secure to both a longer continuance of the bles- 
ong of peace ? 

o far was that specific proposition respecting 
the Indian boundaries from being insisted upon in 
the note, or in the conference which preceded it, 
as one to be admitted without discussion, that it 
would have been difficult to use terms of greater 
latitude, or which appeared more adapted not only 
not to preclude but to invite discussion. 

If the basis proposed could convey away one- 
third of the territory of the United States, the 
American Government itself must have conveyed 
it away by the Greenville Treaty of 1795. 

It is impossible to read that treaty without re- 
marking how inconsistent the present pretensions 
of the American Government are with its pream- 
ble and provisions. The boundary lines between 
the lands of the United States and that of the 
Indian nations are therein expressly defined. The 
general character of the treaty is that of a treaty 
with ancepenfans nations; and the very stipula- 
tion which the American Plenipotentiaries refer 
to, that the Indian nations should sell their lands 
only to the United States, tends to prove that, but 
for that stipulation. the Indians had a general 
right to dispose of them. The American Gov- 
ernment has now, for the first time, in effect de- 
clared that all Indian nations within its line of 
demarcation are its subjects, living there upon 
sufferance on lands which it also claims the ex- 
clusive right of acquiring, thereby menacing the 
final extinction of those nations. 

Against such a system the undersigned must 
formally protest. The undersigned repeat, that 
the terms on which the proposition has been 
made for assigning to the Indian nations some 
boundary, manifest no unwillingness to discuss 
any other proposition directed to the same object, 
or even a modification of that which is offered. 
Great Britain is ready to enter into the same en- 
gagements with respect to the Indians living 
within her line of demarcation, as that which is 
proposed to the United States. It can, therefore, 
only be from a complete misapprehension of the 
proposition that it can be represented as being not 
reciprocal. Neither can it, with any truth, be 
represented as contrary to the acknowledged prin- 
ciples of public law, as derogatory to the honor, 
or inconsistent with the rights of the American 
Government, nor as a demand required to be ad- 
mitted without discussion. 

After this full exposition of the sentiments of 
His Majesty’s Government on the points above 
stated, it will be for the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries to determine whether they are ready now 
to, continue the negotiations, whether they are 
disposed to refer to their Government for further 
iustructions, or, lastly, whether they will take 
upon themselves the responsibility of breaking off 
the negotiation altogether. 

The undersigned request the American Pleni- 
potentiaries to accept the assurance of their high 
consideration. GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


= 
— 


From the American to the British Ministers, 


Guent, September 9, 1814, 

The undersigned have had the honor to receive 
the note of His Britannic Majesty’s Plenipoten- 
tiaries, dated the 4th instant. If, in the tone or 
substance of the former note of the undersigned 
the British Commissioners have perceived litte 
proof of any disposition, on the part of the Amer. 
ican Government, for a discussion of some of the 
propositions advanced in the first note, which the 
undersigned had the honor of receiving from 
them, they will ascribe it to the nature of the 
propositions themselves ; to their apparent incom- 
patibility with the assurances in Lord Castle. 
reagh’s letter to the American Secretary of State, 
proposing this negotiation, and with the solemp 
assurances of the British Plenipotentiaries them. 
selves, to the undersigned, at their first conferences 
with them. 

The undersigned, in reference to an observa. 
tion of the British Plenipotentiaries, must be 
allowed to say that the objects which the Gov- 
ernment of the United States had in view have 
not been withheld. 

The subjects considered as suitable for discus- 
sion were fairly brought forward in the conference 
of the 9th ultimo, and the terms on which the 
United States were willing to conclude the peace 
were frankly and expressly declared in the note 
of the undersigned dated the 24th ultimo. It had 
been confidently hoped that the nature of those 
terms, so evidently framed in a sincere spirit of 
conciliation, would have induced Great Britain 
to adopt them as the basis of a treaty; and it is 
with deep regret that the undersigned, if they 
have rightly understood the meaning of the last 
note of the British Plenipotentiaries, perceive that 
they still insist on the exclusive military posses- 
sion of the Lakes, and on a permanent boundary 
and independent territory for the Indians residing 
within the dominions of the United States. 

The first demand is grounded on the supposi- 
tion that the American Government has mani- 
fested, by its proceedings towards Spain, by the 
acquisition of Louisiana, by purchases of Indian 
lands, and by an avowed intention of permanently 
annexing the Canadas to the United States, a 
spirit of aggrandizement and conquest which jus- 
tifies the demand of extraordinary sacrifices from 
them to provide for the security of the British 
possessions in America. 

In the observations which the undersigned felt 
it their duty to make on the new demands of the 
British Government, they confined their animad- 
versions to. the nature of the demands themselves ; 
they did not seek for illustrations of the policy ot 
Great Britain in her conduct, in various quarters 
of the globe, towards other nations, for she was 
not accountable to the United States. Yet, the 
undersigned will say that their Government has 
ever been ready to arrange, in the most amicable 
manner with Spain, the questions respecting the 
boundaries of Louisiana and Florida, and that ot 
indemnities acknowledged by Spain due to Amer- 
ican citizens. How the peaceable acquisition of 


| 


Senporer ji 


a 
—- 
—, 


— na Gr ooo eo 0 OU ao 






814, 


ceive 
poten- 
ne or 
igned, 
little 
A mer- 
of the 
ch the 
- from 
of the 
ncom- 
Sastle- 
State, 
‘olemn 
them- 
rences 


serva- 
ust be 
> Gor- 
r have 


liscus- 
erence 
th the 
peace 
e note 
It had 
those 
irit of 
sritain 
d it is 
Y they 
e last 
re that 
yOsses- 
ndary 
siding 


pposi- 
mani- 
oy the 
indian 
renily 
tes, a 
h jus 
| from 
sritish 


d felt 
yf the 
imad- 
elves; 
icy of 
arters 
e was 
t, the 
it has 
cable 

the 
at of 
Lmer- 
on of 


cds 
x 

3 
z 
@ 

% 


1337 





Louisiana. or the purchase of lands within the 
acknowledged territories of the United States, 
both made by fair and voluntary treaties for satis- 
factory equivalents, can be ascribed to a spirit of 
conquest dangerous to their neighbors, the under- 
signed are altogether at a loss to understand. 

Nor has the conquest of Canada, and its per- 
manent annexation to the United States, been the 
declared object of their Government. From the 
commencement of the war to the present time the 
American Government has been always willing 
to make peace, without obtaining any cession of 
territory, and on the sole condition that the mari- 
time questions might be satisfactorily arranged. 
Such was their disposition in the month of July, 
1812, when they instructed Mr. Russell to make 
the proposal of an armistice; in the month of 
October of the same year, when Mr. Monroe an- 
swered Admiral Warren’s proposal to the same 
effect; in April, 1813, when instructions were 
given to three of the undersigned, then appointed 
to treat of peace, under the mediation of Russia; 
and in January, 1814, when the instructions, un- 
der which the undersigned are now acting, were 
prepared. an 

The proposition of the British Plenipotentiaries 
is, that, in order to secure the frontier of Canada 








3 against attack, the United States should leave 


their own without defence; and it seems to be 
forgotten, that if their superior population and the 
proximity of their resources give them any ad- 
vantage in that quarter, it is balanced by the great 
difference between the Military Establishments 
of the two nations. No sudden invasion of Can- 
ada by the United States could be made, without 
leaving on their Atlantic shores and on the ocean, 
exposed to the great superiority of British force, 
a mass of American property more valuable than 
Canada. In her relative superior force to that of 
the United States, in every other quarter, Great 
Britain may find a pledge much more efficacious 
for the safety of a single vulnerable point than in 
stipulations ruinous to the interests and degrading 
to the honor of America. The best security for 
the possessions of both countries will, however, 
be found in an equal and solid peace, in a mutual 
respect for the rights of each other, and in the 
cultivation of a friendly understanding between 
them. If there be any source of jealousy in rela- 
tion to Canada itself, it will be found to exist 
solely in the undue interference of traders and 
agents, which may be easily removed by proper 
restraints. 

The only American forts on the Lakes known 
to have been, at the commencement of the nego- 
tiation, held by British force, are Michilimackinac 
and Niagara. As the United States were at the 
same time in possession of Amherstburg and the 
adjacent country, it is not perceived that the mere 
Occupation of these two forts could give any 
claim to His Britannic Majesty to large conces- 
sions of territory, founded upon the right of con- 
quest; and the undersigned may be permitted to 
add, that, even if the chances of war should yield 
to the British arms a Sen a ae of 
other parts of the territories of the United States, 
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such events would not alter their views with re- 
gard to the terms of peace to which they would 
give their consent. Without recurring to exam- 
ples drawn from the revolutionary Governments 
of France, or to a more recent and illustrious 
triumph of fortitude in adversity, they have been 
taught by their own history that the occupation 
of their principal cities should produce no de- 
spondency, nor induce their submission to the 
dismemberment of their empire, or to the aban- 
donment of any one of the rights which consti- 
tute a part of their national independence. 

The general position that it was consistent with 
the principles of public law, and with the practice 
of civilized nations, to include allies in a treaty 
of peace, and to provide for their security, never 
was called in question by the undersigned. But 
they have denied the right of Great Britain, ac- 
cording to those principles and to her own prac- 
tice, to interfere in any manner with Indian 
tribes residing within the territories of the United 
States, as acknowledged by herself, to consider 
such tribes as her allies, or to treat for them with 
the United States. They will not repeat the 
facts and arguments already brought forward by 
them in support of this position, and which re- 
main unanswered. The observations made by 
the British Plenipotentiaries on the Treaty of 
Greenville, and their assertion that the United 
States now, for the first time, deny the absolute 
independence of the Indian tribes, and claim the 
exclusive right of purchasing their lands, require 
however some notice. 

If the United States had now asserted that the 
Indians within their boundaries, who have ac- 
knowledged the United States as their only pro- 
tectors, were their subjects, living only at suffer- 
ance on their lands, far from being the first in 
making that assertion, they woekt only have 
followed the example of the principles uniformly 
and invariably asserted in substance, and fre- 

uently avowed in express terms, by the British 

vernment itself. What was the meaning of 
all the colonial charters granted by the British 
monarchs, from that of Virginia, by Elizabeth, to 
that of Georgia, by the immediate predecessor of 
the present King, if the Indians were the sover- 
eigns and proprietors of the lands bestowed by 
those charters? What was the meaning of that 
article in the Treaty of Utrecht, by which the 
Five Nations were described in terms as subject to 
the dominion of Great Britain? Or that of the 
treaty with the Cherokees, by which it was de- 
clared that the King of Great Britain granted 
them the privilege to live where they pleased, if 
those subjects were independent sovereigns, and 
if these tenants, at the license of the British King, 
were the rightful lords of the land where he 
granted them permission to live? What was the 
meaning of that proclamation of his present Brit- 
annic Majesty, issued in 1763, declaring ail pur- 
chases of lands from the Indians null and void, 
unless made by treaties held under the sanction 
of His Majesty’s Government, if the Indians had 
the right to sell their lands to whom they pleased? 
What was the meaning of boundary lines of 
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American territories, in all the treaties of Great 
Britain with other European Powers haviag 
American possessions, particularly in the treaty 
of 1763, by which she acquired from France the 
perermency. ane possession of the Canadas; in her 
Treaty of Peace with the United States of 1783; 
nay, what is the meaning of the Northwestern 
boundary line now proposed by the British Com- 
missioners themselves, if it is the rightful posses- 
sion and sovereignty of independent Indians of 
which these boundaries dispose? Is it, indeed, 
necessary to ask whether Great Britain ever has 
permitied, or would permit, any foreign nation, 
or, without her consent, any of her subjects, to 
acquire lands from the Indians, in the territories 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, or in Canada? 
In formally protesting against this system, it is 
not against a novel pretension of the American 
Government, it is against the most solemn acts 
of their own Sovereigns, against the royal pro- 
clamations, charters, and treaties of Great Britain 
for more than two centuries, from the first settle- 
ment of North America to the present day, that 
the British Plenipotentiaries protest. 

From the rigor of this system, however, as prac- 
tised by Great Britain and all the other European 
Powers in America, the humane and liberal pol- 
icy of the United States has voluntarily relaxed. 
A celebrated writer on the law of nations, to 
whose authority British jurists have taken partic- 
ular satisfaction in appealing, after stating, in the 
most explicit manner, the legitimacy of colonial 
settlements in America, to the exclusivn of all 
rights of uncivilized Indian tribes, has taken 
occasion to praise the first settlers of New Eng- 
land, and the founder of Pennsylvania, in having 
purchased of the Indians the lands they resolved 
to cultivate, notwithstanding their being furnished 
with a charter from their Sovereign. It is this 
example which the United States, since they be- 
came by their independence the sovereigns of the 
territory, have adopted and organized into a po- 
litical system. Under that system the Indians 
residing within the United States are so far inde- 
pendent that they live under their own customs, 
and not under the laws of the United States ; that 
their rights upon the lands where they inhabit or 
hunt, are secured to them by boundaries defined 
in amicable treaties between the United States 
and themselves; and that whenever those boun- 
daries are varied, it is also by amicable and vol- 
untary treaties, by which they receive from the 
United States ample compensation for every right 
they have to the lands ceded by them. They are 
so far dependent as not to have the right to dis- 
pose of their lands to any private persons, nor to 
any Power other than the United States, and to 
be under their protection alone, and not under 
that of any other Power. Whether called subjects, 
or by whatever name designated, such is the re- 
lation between them and the United States. That 
relation is neither asserted now for the first time, 
nor did it originate with the Treaty of Green- 
ville. These principles have been uniformly re- 
cognised by the Indians themselves, not only b 
that treaty, but in all the other previous as well 











as subsequent treaties between them and the Uni- 
ted States. 

The Treaty of Greenville neither took from the 
Indians the right, which they had not, of selling 
lands within the jurisdiction of the United States 
to foreign Governments or subjects, nor ceded to 
them the right of exercising exclusive jurisdiction 
within the boundary line assigned. It was merely 
declaratory of the public law, in relation to the 
parties, founded on principles previously and uni- 
versally recognised. If left to the United States, 
the rights of exercising sovereignty and of acqui- 
ring soil bears no analogy to the proposition of 
Great Britain, which requires the abandonment 
of both. 

The British Plenipotentiaries state, in their last 
note, that Great Britain is ready to enter into the 
same engagements, with respect to the Indians 
living within her line of demarcation, as that 
which is proposed to the United States. The 
undersigned will not dwell on the immense ine- 
quality of value between the two territories, which, 
under such an arrangement, would be assigned by 
each nation respectively to the Indians, and which 
alone would make the reciprocity merely nomi- 
nal. The condition which would be thus im- 
posed on Great Britain, not to acquire lands in 
Canada from the Indians, would be productive of 
no advantage to the United States, and is, there- 
fore, no equivalent for the sacrifice required of 
them. They do not consider that it belongs to 
the United States in any respect to interfere with 
the coucerns of Great Britain in her American 
possessions, or with her towards the Indians re- 
siding there; and they cannot consent to any in- 
terference on the part of Great Britain with their 
own concerns, and particularly with the Indians 
living within their territories, It may be the in- 
terest of Great Britain to limit her settlements in 
Canada to their present extent, and to leave the 
country to the West a perpetual wilderness, to be 
forever inhabited by scattered tribes of hunters; 
but it would inflict a vital injury on the United 
States to have a line run through their territory, 
beyond which their settlements should forever be 
precluded from extending ; thereby arresting the 
natural growth of their population and strength; 
placing the Indians substantially, by virtue of the 
proposed gnomes, under the protection of Great 

ritain; dooming them to perpetual barbarism, 
and leaving an extensive frontier forever exposed 
to their savage incursions. 

With respect to the mere question of peace 
with the Indians, the undersigned have already 
explicitly assured the British Plenipotentiaries 
that, so far as it depended on the United States, 
it would immediately and necessarily follow a 
peace with Great Britain. If this be her sole 
object, no provision in the treaty to that effect is 
necessary. Provided the Indians will now con- 
sent to it, peace will immediately be made with 
them, and they will be reinstated in the same sit- 
uation in which they stood before the commence- 
ment of hostilities. Should a continuance of the 


war compel the United States to alter their pol- 
icy towards the Indians who may still take the 
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rt of Great Britain, they alone must be respon- 
sible for the consequences of her own act, in hav- 
ing induced them to withdraw themselves from 
the proteetion of the United States. The em- 

loyment of savages, whose known rule of war- 
fare is the indiscriminate torture and butchery of 
women, children, and prisoners, is itself a depar- 
ture from the principles of humanity observed 
between all civilized and Christian nations, even 
in war. The United States nave constantly pro- 
tested, and still protest, against it, as an unjusti- 
fiable aggravation of the calamities and horrors 
of war. Of the peculiar atrocities of Indian war- 
fare, the allies of Great Britain, in whose behalf 
she now demands sacrifices of the United States, 
have during the ones war shown many deplo- 
rableexamples. Among them, the massacre in cold 
blood of wounded prisoners, and the refusal of the 
rites of burial to the dead, under the eyes of Brit- 
ish officers, who could only plead their inability 
to control these savage auxiliaries, have been 
repeated, and are notorious to the world. The 
United States might at all times have employed 
the same kind of force against Great Britain, 
and to a greater extent than it was in her power 
to employ it against them; but, from their reluc- 
tance to resort to means so abhorrent to the nat- 
ural feelings of humanity, they abstained from the 
use of them until compelled to the alternative of 
employing themselves Indians, who would other- 
wise have been drawn into the ranks of their 
enemies. The undersigned, suggesting to the 
British Plenipotentiaries the propriety of an arti- 
cle by which Great Britain and the United States 
should reciprocally stipulate never hereafter, if 
they should be again at war, to employ savages 
in it, believe that it would be infinitely more hon- 
orable to the humanity and Christian temper of 
both parties, more advantageous to the Indians 
themselves, and better adapted to secure their per- 
manent peace, tranquillity, and progressive civili- 
zation, than the boundary proposed by the British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

With regard to the cession of a part of the Dis- 
trict of Maine, as to which the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries are unable to reconcile the objections 
made by the undersigned with their previous de- 
claration, they have the honor to observe, that, at 
the conference of the 8th ultimo, the British Pleni- 
gaeataries stated, as one of the subjects suitable 

or discussion, a revision of the boundary line 
between the British and American territories, 
with a view to prevent uncertainty and dispute ; 
and that it was on the point thus stated that the 
undersigned declared that they were provided 
with instructions from their Government; a de- 
claration which did not imply that they were in- 
structed to make any cession of territory in any 
quarter, or to agree to a revision of the line, or to 
any exchange of territory, where no uncertainty 
or dispute existed. 

The undersigned perceive no uncertainty or 
matter of doubt in the treaty of 1783, with re- 
spect to that part of the boundary of the District 
of Maine which would be affected by the pro- 
posal of Great Britain on that subject. They 


never have understood that the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries who signed that treaty had contem- 
plated a boundary different from that fixed by the 
treaty, and which requires nothing more, in order 
to be definitely ascertained, than to be surveyed 
in conformity with its provisions. This subject 
not having been a matter of uncertainty or dis- 
pute, the undersigned are not instructed upon it ; 
and have no authority to cede any part of the 
State of Massachusetts even for what the British 
Government might consider a fair equivalent. 

In regard to the boundary of the northwestern 
frontier, so soon as the proposition of Indian boun- 
dary is disposed of, the undersigned have no ob- 
jection, with the explanation given by the British 
Pienipotestiarien in their last note, to discuss the 
subject. 

The undersigned, in their former note, stated 
with frankness, and will now repeat, that the 
two propositions—first, of assigning in the pro- 

osed treaty of peace a definite boundary to the 
fedione living within the limits of the United 
States, beyond which boundary they should stip- 
ulate not to acquire, by purchase or otherwise, 
any territory ; secondly, of securing the exclusive 
military possession of the lakes of Great Britain— 
are both inadmissible ; and that they cannot sub- 
scribe to, and would deem it useless to refer to 
their Government, any arrangement, even pro- 
visional, containing either of those propositions. 
With this understanding, the undersigned are now 
ready to continue the negotiations, and, as they 
have already expressed, to discuss all the points 
of difference, or which might hereafter tend in 
any degree to interrupt the harmony of the two 
countries. 

The undersigned request the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries to accept the assurance of their high 


consideration. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. 





From the British to the American Ministers. 


Guent, Sept. 19, 1814. 


The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note addressed to them by 
the American Plenipotentiaries on the 9th instant. 

On the greater part of that note the undersign- 
ed have no intention to make comments, having 
proposed to themselves throughout the negotia- 
tion to avoid all unnecessary discussions, more 
especially when tending to create irritation. 

On the question of the Northwestern frontiers, 
they are happy to find that no material difficulty 
is likely to arise. 

With respect to the boundary of the District of 
Maine, the undersigned observe, with regret, that, 
although the American Plenipotentiaries have 
acknowledged themselves to be instructed to dis- 
cuss a revision of the boundary line with a view 
to prevent uncertainty and disputes, yet, by as- 
suming an exclusive right at once to decide what 
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is, or is not, a subject of uncertainty and dispute, 
they have rendered their powers nugatory, or in- 
admissibly partial in their operation. 

After the declaration made by the American 
Plenipotentiaries that the United States will ad- 
mit of no line of boundary between their territory 
and that of the Indian nations, because the natu- 
ral growth and population of the United States 
would be thereby arrested, it becomes necessary 
further to insist on the proof of a spirit of aggran- 
dizement afforded by the purchase of Louisiana 
from France, against the known conditions on 
which it had been ceded by Spain to that coun- 
try, or the hostile seizure of a great part of the 
Floridas under the pretence of a dispute respecting 
the boundary. 

The reason given by the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries for this declaration equally applies to the 
assignment of a boundary to the United States 
on ane side, with whatever view proposed; and 
the unlimited nature of the pretension would alone 
have justified Great Britain in seeking more effec- 
tual securities against its application to Canada, 
than any which the undersigned have had the 
honor to propose. 

Had the American Plenipotentiaries been in- 
structed on the subject of Canada, they would not 
have asserted that its permanent annexation had 
not been the declared object of their Government. 
It has been distinctly avowed to be such at differ- 
ent times, particularly by two American Gener- 
als, on their respective invasions of Canada. If 
the declaration first made had been disapproved, 
it would not have been repeated. The declara- 
tions here referred to are to be found in the proc- 
lamation of General Hull in July, 1812, and of 
General Smithin November, 1812,copies of which 
are hereunto annexed. 

It must be also from the want of instructions 
that the American Plenipotentiaries have been 
led to assert that Great Britain has induced the 
Indians to withdraw from the protection of the 
United States. The Government of the United 
States cannot have forgotten that Great Britain, 
so far from inducing the Indians to withdraw 
themselves from the protection of the United 
States, gave the earliest information of the inten- 
tion of those nations to invade the United States, 
and exerted herself, though without success, to 
prevent and appease their hostility. The Indian 
nations, however, having experienced, as they 
thought, oppression, instead of protection, from 
the United States, declared war against them pre- 
viously to the declaration of war by that country 
against Great Britain. The treaty by which the 
Indians a themselves uuder the protection 
of the United States is now abrogated, and the 
American Government cannot now be entitled to 
claim as a right the renewal of an article ina 
treaty which has no longer any existence. The 
Indian nations are, therefore, no Jonger to be con- 
sidered as under the protection of the United 
States—whatever may be the import of that term 
—and it can only be on the ground that they are 
regarded as subjects, that the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries can be authorized to deny the right of 
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Great Britain to interfere on their behalf in the 
negotiation for peace. To any such claim, jt j, 
repeated, that the treaties coneluded with them. 
and particularly that of Greenville, are in direct 


ag SY me 
t is not necessary to recur to the manner jn 
which the territory of the United States was at 
first settled, in order to decide whether the Indian 
nations, the original inhabitants of America, shal] 
have some spot assigned to them, where they may 
may be permitted to live in tranquillity ; nor 
whether their tranquillity can be secured without 
preventing an uninterrupted system of encroach- 
ment upon them under the pretence of purchases, 
tf the American Plenipotentiaries are author. 
ized peremptorily to deny the right of the British 
Government to interfere with the pacification of 
the Indian nations, and for that reason refuse all 
negotiation on the subject, ths undersigned are ata 
loss to understand upon what principle it was that, 
at the conference of the 9th ultimo, the American 
Plenipotentiaries invited discussion on the sub- 
ject, and added, that it was not possible for them 
to decide, without discussion, whether an article 
could be framed which should be mutually satis- 
factory, and to which they should think them. 
selves, under their discretionary powers, warrant: 
ed in acceding. 

The undersigned must further observe that, if 
the American Government has not furnished 
their Plenipotentiaries with any instructions 
since January last, when the general pacification 
of Europe could have been immediately in con- 
tem plation, this subsequent silence, after an event 
so calculated (even in the view which the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries have taken of it, in their 
note of the 24th ultimo.) to influence the negotia- 
tion, is, to say the least, no proof of a sincere de- 
sire to bring it toa favorable conclusion. The 
British Government has entered into the nego- 
tiation with an anxious wish to effect an amicable 
arrangement. After convulsions, unexampled in 
their nature, extent, and duration, the civilized 
world has need of repose. To obtain this in Eu- 
rope, Great Britain has made considerable sacri- 
fices. To complete the work of general pacifica- 
tion, it is her earnest wish to establish a peace 
with the United States, and, in her endeavors to 
accomplish this object, to manifest the same prin- 
ciples of moderation and forbearance; but it is 
utterly inconsistent with her practice and her 
principles ever to abandon, in her negotiation for 
peace, those who have co-operated with her in 
war. : 

The undersigned, therefore, repeat that the 
British Government is willing to sign a Treaty 
of Peace with the United States on terms honor- 
able to both parties. It has not offered any terms 
which the United States‘can justly represent as 
derogatory to their honor, nor can it be induced 
to accede io any which are injurious to its own. 
It is on this ground that the undersigned are au- 
thorized distinctly to declare that they are 'n- 
structed not to sign a Treaty of Peace with the 
Plenipotentiaries of the United States, unless the 
Indian nations are included ia it, and restored to 
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: ights, privileges, and territories which 
| eae 44 the year 1811, previous to the 
commencement of the war, by virtue of the 
Treaty of Greenville, and the treaties subse- 
ontly concluded between them and the United 
States. From this point the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries cannot depart. 
They are further instructed to offer for discus- 
sion an article by which the contracting parties 
shall reciprocally bind themselves, according to 


boundaries to be y ae upon, not to purchase the 
lands occupied by the Indians within their respect- 


Lr REA 


 jvelinesofdemarcation. By making this engage- 
ment subject to revision at the expiration of the 
_ given period, it is hoped that the objection to the 
establishment of a boundary, beyond which the 
‘ tates should be for- 
ever excluded, may be effectually obviated. 

_ The undersigned have never stated that the 


& 


exclusive military possession of the lakes, how- 
| ever conducive they are satisfied it would be to 


a good understanding between the two countries, 
- without endangering the security of the United 
~ States, was to be considered as a sine gua non in 
_ thenegotiation. Whenever the question relative 


_ to the pacification of the Indian nations (which, 


~ subject to the explanations already given, is a 
~ sine qua non,) shall be adjusted, the undersigned 
~ will be authorized to make a final proposition on 


| the subject of Canadian boundaries, so entirely 


_ founied on principles of moderation and justice, 
that they feel confident it cannot be rejected. 


_ This proposition will be distinctly stated by the 
undersigned, upon receiving an assurance from 
_ the American Plenipotentiaries that they consider 
_ themselves authorized to conclude a provisional 
| article on the subject, and upon their previously 


consenting to include the Indian nations in the 


' treaty, in the manner above described. 


The undersigned avail themselves of this op- 
portunity of renewing to the American Pleni- 
_ potentiaries the assurance of their high consid- 
eration. GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 





From the American to the British Ministers. 
Guent, September 26, 1814. 


| In replying to the note which the undersigned 
_ have had the honor of receiving from His Brit- 
annie Majesty’s Plenipotentiaries, dated on the 
19th instant, they are happy to concur with them 
in the sentiment of avoiding unnecessary discus- 

_ sions, especially such as may have a tendency to 
create irritation. They had hoped that, in the 
same spirit, the British Plenipotentiaries would 
not have thought allusions again necessary to 
transactions foreign to this negotiation, relating 

_ tothe United States and other independent na- 
_ tions, and not suitable for discussion between the 
_ United States and Great Britain. The observa- 
_ tion made with respect to Louisiana is the more 
_ extraordinary, as the cession of that province to 
_ the United States was, at the time, communicated 
to the British Government, who expressed their 
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entire satisfaction with it,and as it has subse- 
quently received the solemn sanction of Spain 
herself 

The undersigned will further say. that, when- 
ever the transactions of the United States in re- 
lation to the boundaries of Louisiana and Florida 
shall be a proper subject of discussion, they will 
be found not only susceptible of complete justifi- 
cation, but will demonstrate the moderation and 
forbearance of the American Government, and 
their undeviating respect for the rights of their 
neighbors. 

The undersigned are far from assuming the ex- 
clusive right to decide what is, or is not, a subject 
of uncertainty and dispute with regard to the 
boundary of the District of Maine. But until the 
British Plenipotentiaries shall have shown in 
what respect the part of that boundary which 
would be affected by their proposal is such a sub- 
ject, the undersigned may be permitted to assert 
that it is pot. 

The treaty of 1783 described the boundary as a 
line to be drawn along the middle of the river 
St. Croix, from its mouth, in the bay of Fundy, 
to its source, and from its source directly north 
to the Highlands, which divide the rivers that 
fall into the Atlantic Ocean from those which 
fall into the river St. Lawrence; and thence, 
along the said Highlands, to the northwestern- 
most head of Connecticut river. 

Doubts having arisen as to the St. Croix, des- 
ignated in the treaty of 1783, a provision was 
made by that of 1794 for ascertaining it; and it 
may be fairly inferred, from the limitation of the 
article to that sole object, that, even in the judg- 
ment of Great Britain, no other subject of con- 
troversy existed in relation to the extension of 
the boundary line from the source of that river. 
That river and its source having been accord- 
ingly ascertained, the undersigned are prepared 
to propose the appointment of Commissioners 
by the two Governments to extend the line to 
the Highlands, conformably to the treaty of 1783. 
The proposal, however, of the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries was no: to ascertain, but to vary, 
those lines, in such manner as to secure a direct 
communication between Quebec and Halifax; 
an alteration which could not be effected with- 
out a cession by the United States to Great 
Britain of all that portion of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts intervening between the provinces of 
New Brunswick and Quebec, although unques- 
tionably included within the boundary lines fixed 
by that treaty. Whether it was contemplated 
on the part of Great Britain to obtain the ces- 
sion, with or without an equivalent, in fron- 
tier or otherwise, the undersigned, in stating that 
they were not instructed or authorized to treat 
on the subject of cession, have not declined to 
discuss any matter of uncertainty or dispute 
which the British Plenipotentiaries may point 
out to exist respecting the boundaries in that or 
in any other quarter, and are, therefore, not liable 
to the imputation of having rendered their pow- 
ers on the subject nugatory or inadmissibly partial 
in their operation. 






























1347 APPENDIX. 1348 


Relations with Great Britain. 











The British Plenipotentiaries consider the un- 
dersigned as having declared “ that the United 
States will admit of no line of boundary between 
their territory and that of the Indian nations, be- 
cause the natural growth and population of the 
United States would be thereby arrested.” The 
undersigned, on the contrary, expressly stated in 
their last note, “that the lands inhabited by the 
Indians were secured to them by boundaries de- 
fined in amicable treaties between them and the 
United States ;” but they did refuse to assign, in 
a treaty of peace with Great Britain, a definitive 
and permanent boundary to the Indians living 
within the limits of the United States. On this 
subject the undersigned have no hesitation in 
avowing that the United States, while intending 
never to acquire lands from the Indians otherwise 
than peaceably, and with their free consent, are 
fully determined, in that manner, progressively, 
and in proportion as their growing population 
may require, to reclaim from that state of nature, 
and to bring into cultivation every portion of the 
territory contained within their acknowledged 
boundaries. In thus providing for the support of 
millions of civilized beings, they will not violate 
any dictate of justice or of humanity ; for they 
will not only give to the few thousand savages 
scattered over that territory an ample equivalent 
for any right they may surrender, but will always 
leave them the possession of lands more than they 
can cultivate, and more than adequate to their sub- 
sistence, comfort, and enjoyment, by cultivation. If 
this be a spirit of aggrandizement, the undersigned 
are prepared to admit, in that seuse, its existence ; 
but they must deny that it affords the slightest 
pers of an intention not to respect the boundaries 

tween them and European nations, or of a de- 
sire to encroach upon the territories of Great 
Britain. If, in the progress of their increasing 
population, the American people must grow in 
strength proportioned to their number, the under- 
signed will hope that Great Britain, far from re- 
pining at the prospect, will contemplate it with 
satisfaction. They will not suppose that that 
Government will avow, as the basis of their pol- 
icy towards the United States, the system of ar- 
resting their natural growth within their own ter- 
ritories, for the sake of preserving a perpetual 
desert for savages. If Great Britain has made 
sacrifices to give repose to the civilized world in 
Europe, no sacrifice is required from her by the 
United States to complete the work of general 
pacification. This negotiation at least evinces 
on their part no disposition to claim any other 
right than that of preserving their independence 
entire, and of governing their own territories 
without foreign interference. 

Of the two proclamations, purported copies of 
which the British Plenipotentiaries have thought 
proper to enclose with their last note, the under- 
signed might content themselves with remarking 
that neither of them is the act of the American 
Government. They areenabled, however, to add, 
with perfect confidence, that neither of them was 
authorized or approved by the Government. The 
undersigned are not disposed to consider as the 


act of the British Government the proclamation 
of Admiral Cochrane, herewith enclosed, excitins 
a portion of the population of the United States 
under the promise of military employment, or of 
free settlement in the West Indies, to treachery 
and rebellion. The undersigned very sincere] 

regret to be obliged to say, that an irresistible 
mass of evidence, consisting principally of the 
correspondence of British officers and agents, part 
only of which has already been published jp 
America, establishes beyond all rational doubt 
the fact that a constant system of excitement to 
those hostilities was pursued by the British tra- 
ders and ageots, who had access to the Indians, 
not only without being discountenanced, but with 
frequent encouragement by the British authori. 
ties; and that, if they ever dissuaded the Indians 
from commencing hostilities, it was only by urging 
them, as in prudence, to suspend their attacks 
until Great Britain could recognise them as her 
allies in the war. 

When, in the conference of the 9th ultimo, the 
undersigned invited discussion upon the proposal 
of Indian pacification and boundary, as well a; 
upon all the subjects presented by the British 
Plenipotentiaries for discussion, they expressly 
stated their motives to be—lIst, to ascertain, by dis- 
cussion, whether an article on the subject could 
be formed, to which they could subscribe, and 
which would be satisfactory to the British Pleni- 
potentiaries; and, 2dly, that, if no such article 
could be formed, the American Government might 
be informed of the views of Great Britain upon 
that point, and the British Government of the ob- 
jections, on the part of the United States, to any 
such arrangement. The undersigned have, in 
fact, already proposed no less than three articles 
on the subject, all of which they view as better 
calculated to secure peace and tranquillity to the 
Indians, than any of the proposals for that pur- 
pose made by the British Plenipotentiaries. 

The undersigned had repeated their assurances 
to the British Bicninotentiaries that peace, so far 
as it depended on the United States, would in- 
mediately follow a peace with Great Britain; 
and added, that the Indians would thereby be re- 
instated in the same situation in which they stood 
before the commencement of hostilities. The 
British Plenipotentiaries insist, in their last note, 
that the Indian nations shall be included in the 
Treaty of Peace between Great Britain and the 
United States, and be restored to all the rights, 
privileges, and territories which they enjoyed 10 
the year 1811, previous to their commencement 0! 
the war, by virtue of the Treaty of Greenville, 
and the treaties subsequently concluded between 
them and the United States. Setting aside the 
subject of boundary, which is presented as for 
discussion only, there is no apparent difference 
with respect to the object in view, the pacifica- 
tion and tranquillity of the Indians, and placing 
them in the same situation in which they stood be- 
fore the war; all which will be equally obtained in 
the manner proposed by the undersigned. And 
the only point of real difference is, the British 
Plenipotentiaries insist that it should be dene by 
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es 
including the Indians, as allies of Great Britain, 
in the Treaty of Peace between her and the Uni- 
ted Sates. 

The United States cannot consent that Indians 
residing within their boundaries, as acknowl- 
edged by Great Britain, shall be included in the 
Treaty of Peace in any manner which will recog- 
nise them as independent nations, whom Great 
Britain, having obtained this recognition, would 
hereafter have the right to consider in every re- 
spect as such. Thus, to recognise those Indians 
as inde, endent and sovereign nations would take 
from the United States, and transfer to those In- 
dians, all the rights of soil and sovereignty over 
the territory which they inhabit; and this being 
accomplished, through the agency of Great Brit- 
ain, would place them effectually and exclusively 
under her protection, instead of being, as here- 
tofore, under that of the United States. It is not 
perceived in what respect such a provision would 
differ from an absolute cession by the United 
States of the extensive territory in question. 

The British Plenipotentiaries have repeated the 
assertion that the treaty by which the Indians 
placed themselves under the protection of the 
United States was abrogated by the war; and 
thence infer, that they are no longer to be con- 
sidered as under the protection of the United 
States, whatever may be the import of the term, 
and that the right of Great Britain to interfere 
in their behalf in the negotiation for peace can 
only be denied on the ground that they are re- 
garded as subjects. In point of fact, several of 
the tribes, parties to the Treaty of Greenville, 
have constantly been, and still are, at peace with 
the United States. Whether that treaty be or be 
not abrogated, is a question not necessary now 
to be discussed. The right of the United States 
to the protection of the Indians withian their 
boundaries was not acquired by that treaty; it 
was a necessary consequence of the sovereignty 
and independence of the United States. Previ- 
ous to that time, the Indians living within the 
same territory were under the protection of His 
Britannic Majesty, as its Sovereign. The under- 


signer may refer the British Plenipotentiaries to | E 


the acts of their own Government relative to 
the subject, for proof that it has always consid- 
ered this right of protection as one of the rights 
of sovereignty which it needed no Indian treaty 
to confer, and which the abrogation of no Indian 
treaty could divest. They will particularly bring 
to their recollection, that when a similar propo- 
sition was made of considering Indian tribes as 
independent nations, to serve as a barrier between 
the French and English territories, was made by 
France to England, it was immediately rejected 
by a Minister to whom the British nation is ac- 
customed to look back with veneration, and re- 
jected on the express ground that the King would 
not renounce his right of protection over the Io- 
dians within his dominions. But whatever the 
relation of the Indians to the United States may 
be, and whether under their protection or not, 
Great Britain having, by the treaty of 1783, re- 
cognised the sovereignty of the United States, 


and agreed to certain limits as their boundaries, 
has no right to consider any persons or commu- 
nities, whether Indians or others, residing within 
those boundaries, as nations independent of the 
United States. 

The United States claim, of right, with respect 
to all European nations, and particularly with 
respect to Great Britain, the entire sovereignty 
over the whole territory, and all the persons em- 
braced within the boundaries of their dominions ; 
Great Britain has no right to take cognizance of 
the relations subsisting between the several com- 
munities or persons living therein; they form, as 
to her, only parts of the dominions of the United 
States, and it is altogether immaterial whether, or 
how far, under their political institutions and 
policy, these communities or persons are indepen- 
dent States, allies, or subjects. With respect to 
her, and all other foreign nations, they are parts 
of a whole, of which the United States are the 
sole and absolute sovereigns. 

The allegation of the British Plenipotentiaries 
that it is inconsistent with the practice or princi- 
ples of Great Britain to abandon, in her negotia- 
tions for peace, those who have co-operated with 
her in war, is not applicable to the Indians, but on 
the erroneous assumption of their independence, 
which, so far as she ts concerned, has been fully 
disproved. And although no power from these 
tribes to the British Government, to treat in their 
behalf, would, for the same reason, be admitted 
by the undersigned, they may nevertheless observe 
that the British Plenipotentiaries having produced 
no such powers, having no authority to bind the 
Indians, to engage for their assent to the pacifica- 
tion, or to secure the continuance of peace on 
their part, whilst speaking of them as allies, do 
really propose to treat for them, not as if they 
were independent nations, but as if they were the 
subjects of Great Britain. The undersigned, so 
far from asking that, in relation to the Indians, 
Great Britain should pursue a course inconsistent 
with her former practice and principles, only de- 
sire that she would follow her own example re- 
specting them, in her former treaties with other 
uropean nations, and with the United States. 
No provision for the Indians is found in the treaty 
of 1763, by which France ceded Canada to Great 
Britain, although almost all the Indians living 
within the territory ceded, or acknowledged to 
belong to Great Britain, had taken part with 
France in the war. No such provision was in- 
serted in the Treaty of Peace of 1783, between 
Great Britain and the United States, although 
almost all the Indians tribes living within the 
territory recognised by the treaty to belong to the 
United States, had, during the war, co-operated 
with Great Britain, and might have been consid- 
ered as her allies more justly than on the present 
occasion. So far as concerns the relations be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, these 
Indians can be treated for only on the principles 
by which amnesties are stipulated in favor of 
disaffected persons, who, in times of war and in- 
vasion, co-operate with the enemy of the nation 
to which they belong. To go as far as possible 
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in securing the benefit of the peace to the Indians, 
now the only object professed by the British Gov- 
ernment in their present sine qua non, the under- 
signed offer a stipulation in general terms: that 
no person or persons, whether subjects, citizens, 
or Indians, oe within the dominions of either 
party, shall be molested or annoyed, either in their 
tsons or their property, for any part they may 
ap taken in the war between the United States 
and Great Britain ; but shall retain all the rights, 
rivileges, and possessions which they respectively 
had at the commencement of the war; they, on 
their part, demeaning themselves peaceably and 
conformably to their duties to the respective 
Governments. This, the undersigned have no 
doubt will effectually secure to the Indians peace, 
if they themselves will observe it, and they will 
not sup that Great Britain would wish them 
ineluded in the peace, but upon that condition. 

The undersigned have never intimated that 
their Government had not furnished them with 
any instructions since January last. On the con- 
trary, they distinctly told the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries in conference, though it appears to have 
escaped their recollection, that instructions had 
been received by the undersigned, dated at the 
close of the month of June. The undersigned 
will now add, that those instructions were drawn 
with a full knowledge of the general pacification 
in Europe, and with so liberal a consideration of 
its necessary bearing upon all the differences that 
had been until then subsisting between Great 
Britain and the United States, that the under- 
signed cannot doubt that peace would long since 
have been concluded, had not an insuperable bar 
against it been raised by the new and unpre- 
cedented demands of the British Government. 

ith respect to the proposition which the 
British Plenipotentiaries inform them they will 
be prepared to make, in relation to the Canadian 
boundaries, which appears to them so entirely 
founded on principles of moderation and justice, 
but the nature of which they think proper, at 
present, to withhold, the undersigned can only 
pledge themselves to meet any proposition from 
the British Plenipotentiaries characterized by 
moderation and justice, not only with a perfect 
reciprocity of those sentiments, but with a sincere 
and earnest desire to contribute to the restoration 
of peace, by every compliance with the wishes of 
Great Britain compatible with their duty to their 
country. 

The undersigned have the honor of tendering 
to the British Plenipotentiaries the renewed as- 
surance of their high consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 

JONA. RUSSELL, 

A. GALLATIN. 





From the British to the American Ministers. 
Guent, October 8, 1814. 


The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of the Plenipoten- 





tiaries of the United States dated on the 26th 
ultimo. 

As the continuance of the negotiation exely- 
sively depends upon the question relating to the 
pacification and rights of the Indian nations, the 
undersigned are unwilling to extend their obser- 
vations to the other subjects brought forward ip 
the note of the American Plenipotentiaries fur- 
ther than may be required for the necessary ex- 
planation. 

In adverting for this purpose to the acquisition 
of Louisiana, the mays as must observe tiat 
the instrument by which the consent of His 
Catholic Majesty is alleged to have been given 
to the cession of it has never been made public. 
His Catholic Majesty was no party to the treaty 
by which the cession was made, and if any sanc- 
tion has been subsequently obtained from hin, it 
must have been, like other contemporaneous acts 
of that monarch, involuntary, and, as such, can- 
not alter the character of the transaction. The 
Marquis of Yrujo, the Minister of His Catholic 
Majesty at Washington, in a letter addressed to 
the President of the United States, formally pro- 
tested against the cession, and the right of France 
to make it; yet, in the face of this protestation, 
so strongly evincing the decided opinion of Spain 
as to the illegality of the proceeding, the Presi- 
dent of the United States ratified the treaty. Can 
it be contended that the annexation of Louisiana, 
under such circumstances, did not mark a spirii 
of territorial aggrandizement? 

His Britannic Majesty did certainly express 
satisfaction when the American Government 
communicated the event that Louisiana, a valu- 
able colony in the possession of France, with 
whom the war had just been renewed, instead of 
remaining in the hands of his enemy, had been 
ceded to the United States, at that time profess- 
ing the most friendly disposition towards Great 
Britain, and an intention of providing for her in- 
terest in the acquisition. But the conditions un- 
der which France had acquired Louisiana from 
Spain were not communicated; the refusal of 
Spain to consent to its alienation was not known ; 
the protest of her Ambassador had not been made; 
and many othercircumstances attending the trans- 
action, on which it is now unnecessary to dilate, 
were, as there is good reason to believe, industri- 
ously concealed. 

The proof of a spirit of aggrandizement which 
the undersigned had deduced from the hostile 
seizure of a great part of the Floridas, under the 
most frivolous pretences, remains unrefuted ; and 
the undersigned are convinced that the occasion 
and circumstances under which that unwarranl- 
able act of aggression took place have given rise 
throughout Europe to but one sentiment as to the 
character of the transaction. 

After the previous communication which the 
undersigned have had the honor of receiving 
from the American Plenipotentiaries, they could 
not but feel much surprise at the information con- 
tained in their last note, of their having received 
instructions dated subsequently to January, 1814. 
The undersigned have no recollection whatever 
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of the American Plenipotentiaries having com- 
municated to them, either collectively or indi- 
vidually, at a conference or otherwise, the receipt 
of instructions from the Government of the Uni- 
ted States dated at the close of the month of June ; 
and they must remind the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries Tos their note of the 9th ultimo distinctly 
stated that the instructions of January, 1814, were 
those under which they were acting. If, there- 
fore, the American Plenipotentiaries received in- 
structions drawn up at the close of the month of 
June, with a liberal consideration of the late 
events in Europe, the undersigned have a right 
to complain that, while the American Govern- 
ment justly considered those events as having a 
necessary bearing on the existing differences be- 
tween the two countries, the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries should nevertheless have preferred act- 
ing under instructions which, from their date, 
must have been framed without the contempla- 
tion of such events. 

The British Government never required that 
all that portion of the State of Massachusetts in- 
tervening between the province of New Bruns- 
wick and Quebec should be ceded to Great Britain, 
but only that small portion of unsettled country 
which intercepts the communication between 
Halifax and Quebec; there being much doubt 
whether it does not already belong to Great 
Britain. 

The undersigned are at a loss to understand 
how Vice Admiral Cochrane’s proclamation illus- 
trates any topic connected with the present nego- 
tiation, or bears upon the conclusion which they 
contended was to be drawn from the two procia- 
mations of the American Generals. These proc- 
lamations, distinctly avowing the intention of the 
American Government permanently to annex the 
Canadas to the United States, were adduced not 
as matter of complaint, but simply for the pur- 
pose of proving what had been denied as a fact 
viz: that such had been the declared intention of 
the American Government. 

The undersigned observe that, although the 
American Plenipotentiaries have taken upon 
themselves generally to deny that the proclama- 
tions were authorized or approved hy their Gov- 
ernment, without stating in what mode that dis- 
approbation was expressed, yet they avoid stating 
that the part of those proclamations containing 
the declaration in question had not been so au- 
thorized or approved. It is, indeed, impossible 
to imagine that, if the American Government had 
intimated any disapprobation of that part of Gen- 
eral Hull’s proclamation, the same declaration 
would have been as confidently repeated four 
months after by General Smyth. 

His Majesty’s Government have other and 
ample means of knowing that the conquest of the 
Canadas, and their annexation to the United 
States, was the object and policy of the Ameri- 
can Government. For the present, the under- 
signed will content themselves with referring to 
the remonstrance of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts in June, 1813, in which this intention is 
announced as matter of notoriety. 





The undersigned deny that the American Gov- 
ernment has proved, or can prove, that, previous 
to the declaration of war by the United States, 
persons authorized by the British Government 
endeavored to excite the Indian nations against 
the United States ; or that endeavors of that kind, 
if made by private persons, (which the under- 
signed have no reason to believe,) ever received 
the countenance or encouragement of His Majes- 
ty’s Government. 

The American Plenipotentiaries have not de- 
nied that the Indian nations had been engaged in 
war against the United States before the war 
with Great Britain had commenced; and they 
have reluctantly confessed that. so far from His 
Majesty’s having induced the Indian nations to 
begin the war, as charged against Great Britain 
in the notes of the 24th of August and 9th ulti- 
mo, the British Government actually exerted 
their endeavors to dissuade the Indians from 
commencing it. 

As to the unworthy motive assigned by the 
American Plenipotentiaries to this interference 
so amicably made on the part of Great Britain, 
its utter improbability is sufficiently apparent 
from considering by which party the war was 
declared. The undersigned, therefore, can only 
consider it as an additional indication of that 
hostile disposition which has led to the present 
unhappy war between the two countries. So 
long as that disposition continues, it cannot but 
render any effort on the part of Great Britain to 
terminate this contest utterly unavailing. 

The American Plenipotentiaries appear unpre- 
pared to state the precise ground upon which 
they resist the right of His Majesty to negotiate 
with the United States on behalf of the Indian 
nations, whose co-operation in the war His Ma- 
Jesty has found it expedient to accept. 

he Treaty of Greenville, to the words, stipu- 
lations, and spirit of which the undersigned have 
so frequently appealed, and all the treaties pre- 
viously and subsequently made between the Uni- 
ted States and the Indian nations, show beyond 
the possibility of doubt that the United States 
have been in the habit of treating with these 
tribes as independent nations, capable of main- 
taining the relations of peace and war, and exer- 
cising territorial rights. 

If this be so, it will be difficult to point out the 
peculiar circumstances in the condition of these 
nations which should either exclude them from 
a treaty of general pacification, or prevent Great 
Britain, with whom they have co-operated as 
allies in the war, from proposing stipulations in 
their behalf at the peace. Unless the American 
Plenipotentiaries are prepared to maintain what 
they have in effect advanced, that, although the 
Indian nations may be independent in their rela- 
tions with the United States, yet the circum- 
stance of living within the boundary of the Uni- 
ted States disables them from forming such con- 
ditions of alliance with a foreign Power, as shall 
entitle that Power to negotiate for them in a 
Treaty of Peace. : 

The principle upon which this proposition is 
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founded was advanced, but successfully resisted, 
so far back as the Treaty of Munster. An attempi 
was then made to i hom France from nego- 
tiating in behalf of certain States and cities in 
Germany which had co-operated with her in the 
war, because, although those States and cities 
might be considered as independent for certain 
urposes, yet, being within the boundary of the 
an Empire, t - ought not to be allowed 
to become parties in the general pacification with 
the Emperor of Germany, nor ought France to 
be permitted in that negotiation to mix their 
ights and interests with her own. 
he American Plenipotentiaries, probably aware 
that the notion of such a qualified independence, 
for certain purposes and not for others, could not 
be maintained either by argument or precedent 
have been compelled to iavtaes the novel an 
alarming pretension that all the Indian nations 
living within the boundary of the United States 
must io effect be considered as their subjects, and 
consequently, if engaged in war against the Uni- 
ted States, become liable to be treated as rebels 
or disaffected persons. They have further stated, 
that all the territory which these Indian nations 
occupy is at the disposal of the United States ; 
that the United States have a right to dispossess 
them of it; to exercise that right whenever their 
licy or interests may seem to them to require 
it; and to confine them to such spots as may be 
selected, not by the Indian nations, but by the 
American Government. Pretensions such as these 
Great Britain can never recognise. However re- 
luctant His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
may be to continue the war, that evil must be 
preferred if peace can only be obtained on such 
conditions. 

To support those pretensions, and at the same 
time to show that the present conduct of Great 
Britain is inconsistent with the former practice 
and principles, the American Plenipotentiaries 
have referred to the Treaty of Peace of 1783, to 
that of 1763, and to the negotiations of 1761, 
during the administration of a Minister whom the 
American Plenipotentiaries have stated, and truly 
stated, to be high in the estimation of his country. 

The omission to provide, in the treaty of 1783, 
for the pacification of the Indian nations which 
were to be included withia the proposed boundary 
of the United States, cannot preclude Great Brit- 
ain from now negotiating in behalf of such tribes 
or nations, unless it be assumed that the occa- 
sional non-exercise of a right is an abandonment 
of it. Nor can the right of protection, which the 
American Plenipotentiaries have failed in show- 
ing to have been unclaimed by Great Britain, as 
incident to sovereignty, have been transferred by 
Great Britain to the United States, by a treaty 
to which the Indian nations were not parties. 

In the peace of 1763, it was not necessary for 
Great Britain to treat for the pacification of the 
Indian nations, and the maintenance of their 
rights and privileges, because there had been no 
Indian nations living without the British bound- 
aries who had co-operated with Great Britain in 
he war against France. 


With respect to the negotiations of 1761, be. 
tween Great Britain and France, on which’ the 
American Plenipotentiaries more articularly 
rely, they appear, in the judgment of the under- 
signed, to have much misunderstood the whole 
course of that negotiation. 

It is very true that the French Government 
brought forward, at one period of the negotiation 
a proposition by which a certain territory lying 
between the dominions of the two contractin 
parties was to have been allotted to the Indian 
nations. But it does not appear that this formed 
a part of their ultimatums, and it is clear that 
Mr. Pitt, in his answer, did not object to the prop. 
osition. He objected, indeed, to the proposed 
line of demarcation between the countries belong. 
ing to the two contracting parties, upon two 
grounds: first, that the proposed Northern line 
would have given to France what the French 
themselves had acknowledged to be part of Can- 
ada, the whole of which, as enjoyed by His Most 
Christian Majesty, it had been stipulated was to 
be ceded entirely to Great Britain. Secondly, 
that the Southern part of the proposed line of 
demarcation would have included within the 
boundary of Louisiana the Cherokees, the Creeks, 
the Chickasaws, the Choctaws, and another na- 
tion who occupied territories which had never 
been included within the boundary of that settle- 
ment. So far was Mr. Pitt from rejecting, as al- 
leged by the American Plenipotentiaries, the prop- 
osition of considering Indian nations as a barrier, 
that, at one period of the negotiation, he com- 

lained that there was no provision for such a 
arrier; and he thus energetically urges his ob- 
jection in his letter to Mr. Stanley, the British 
lenipotentiary at Paris, dated on the 26th of 
June, 1761. “ As to the fixation of new limits to 
Canada towards the Ohio, it is captious and in- 
sidious, thrown out in hope, if agreed to, to shorten 
thereby the extent of Canada, and to lengthen the 
boundaries of Louisiana, and in the view to estab- 
lish, what must be not admitted, namely, that ail 
which is not Canada is Louisiana, whereby all 
the intermediate nations and countries, the true 
barrier to each province, would be given up to 
France.” 

The undersigned confidently expect that the 
American Plenipotentiaries will not again re- 
proach the British Government with acting in- 
consistently with its former practice and princi- 
ples, or repeat the assertion made in a former 
note, that a definition of Indian boundary, with 
a view toa neutral barrier, was a new and un- 
precedented demand by any European Power, 
and, most of all, by Great Britain. The very 
instance selected by the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries undeniably proves, that such a proposition 
had been entertained both by Great Britain and 
France, and that Mr. Pitt, on the part of Great 
Britain, had more particularly enforced it. __ 

It remains only to notice two objections, which 
the American Plenipotentiaries have urged against 
the proposal of Indian pacification, advanced by 
the undersigned; first, that it is not reciprocal ; 
secondly, that, as the United States could have 
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no security that the Indian nations would con- 
clude a peace on the terms proposed, the objection 
would be, in effect, unilateral. 

The article now proposed by the undersigned, 
and herewith enclosed, is free from both objec- 
tions, and appears to them so characterized by a 
spirit of moderation and peace, that they earnestly 
anticipate the concurrence of the American Plen- 
ipotentiaries. aries 

In making a last effort in this stage of the war, 
the undersigned are not apprehensive that the 
motives which have influenced His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent to direct a renewal of the 

roposition, with its present modifications, can 
be misunderstood or misrepresented. 

Whatever may be the result of the proposition 
thus offered, the undersigned deliver it as their 
ultimatum, and now await with anxiety the an- 
swer of the American Plenipotentiaries, on which 
their continuance in this place will depend. 

The undersigned avail themselves of this op- 
portunity of renewing to the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries the assurance of their high considera- 


tion. 
GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


The United States of America engage to put 
an end, immediately after the ratification of the 
present treaty, to hostilities with all the tribes or 
nations of Indians with whom they may be at 
war at the time of such ratification, and forthwith 
to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, 
all the possessions, rights, and privileges, which 
they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to, in 
1811, previous to such hostilities. 

Provided, always, That such tribes or nations 
shall agree to desist from all hostilities against 
the United States of America, their citizens and 
subjects, ope the ratification of the present peat 
being notified to such tribes or nations, and shall 
so desist accordingly. 

And His Britannic Majesty engages, on his 
part, to put an end, immediately after the ratifi- 
cation of the present treaty, to hostilities with all 
the tribes or nations of Indians with whom he 
may be at war at the time of such ratification, 
and forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations 
respectively, all the possessions, rights, and priv- 
ileges, which they may have enjoyed, or been 
entitled to, in 1811, previous to such hostilities. 

Provided, always, That such tribes or nations 
shall agree to desist from all hostilities against 
His Britannic Majesty and his subjects, upon the 
ratification of the present treaty being notified to 
such tribes or nations, and shall so desist accord- 


ingly. 





From the American to the British Ministers. 
Guent, October 13, 1814. 


The undersigned have the honor to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the note of the Plenipotentia- 
ries of His Britannic Majesty, dated on the 8th 
instant, 


Satisfied of the impossibility of persuading the 


4 


world that the Government of the United States 
was liable to any well grounded imputation of a 
spirit of conquest, or of injustice towards other 
nations, the undersigned, in affording explanations 
on several of the topics adverted to by the British 
Plenipotentiaries during this negotiation, were 
actuated by the sole motive of removing errone- 
ous impressions. 

Still influenced by the same motive, they will 
now add, that at the time when the Spanish Min- 
ister was remonstrating at Washington against 
the transfer of Louisiana, orders were given by 
his Government for its delivery to France; that 
it was, in fact, delivered a short time after that 
remonstrance; and that, if the treaty by which 
the United States acquired it had not been rati- 
fied, it would have become of course a French 
colony. The undersigned believe that the evi- 
dence of the assent of Spain to that transfer has 
been promulgated. They neither admit the al- 
leged disability of the Spanish monarch, nor the 
inference which the British Plenipotentiaries 
would seem to deduce from it; on the contrary, 
the assent was voluntarily given in the year 1804, 
by the same King, who, about the same time, 
ceded Trinidad to Great Britain, and prior to the 
time when he was again engaged in a war with 
her. The cession by France was immediately 
communicated to Great Britain, no circumstance 
affecting it, and then within the knowledge of the 
United States, being intentionally concealed from 
her. She expressed her satisfaction with it, and 
if in any possible state of the case, she would have 
had aright to question the transaction, it does not 
appear to the undersigned that she is now author- 
ized to do so. 

After stating, generally, that the proclamations 
of Generals Hull and Smyth were neither author- 
ized nor approved by their Government, the un- 
dersigned could not have expected that the British 
Plenipotentiaries would suppose that their state- 
ment did not embrace the only part of the proc- 
lamations which was a subject of consideration. 

The undersigned had, indeed, hoped that, by 
stating in their note of the 9th ultimo that the 
Government of the United States, from the com- 
mencement of the war, had been disposed to make 
peace without obtaining any cession of territory, 
and by referring to their knowledge of that dis- 
position, and to instructions accordingly given 
from July, 1812, to January, 1814, they would ef- 
fectually remove the impression that the annex- 
ation of Canada to the United States was the 
declared object of their Government. Not only 
have the undersigned been disappointed in this 
expectation, but the only inference which the 
British Plenipotentiaries have thought proper to 
draw from this explicit statement has been that, 
either the American Government, by not giving 
instructions subsequent to the pacification of Eu- 
rope, or the undersigned, by not acting under such 
instructions, gave no proof of a sincere desire to 
bring the present negotiations to a favorable con- 
elusion. The undersigned did not allude, in ref- 
erence to the alleged intention to annex Canada 
to the United States, to any instructions given by 
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their Government subsequent to January last, 
decause asking at this time for no accession of 
territory, it was only of its previous disposition 
that it appeared necessary to adduce any proof. 
$So erroneous was the inference drawn by the 
British Plenipotentiaries in both respects, that it 
was in virtue of the instructions of June last, that 
the undersigned were enabled, in their note of the 
24th of August, to state that the causes of the war 
between the United States and Great Britain hav- 
ing disappeared by the maritime pacification of 
Europe, they had been authorized to agree to its 
termination upon a mutual restoration of territo- 
ry, and without making the conclusion of peace 
to depend on a successful arrangement of those 
ints on which differences had existed. 
Considering the present state of the negotiation, 
the undersigned will abstain, at this time, from 
adducing any evidence or remarks upon the in- 
fluence which has been exerted over the Indian 
tribes inhabiting the territories of the United 
States, and the nature of those excitements which 
have been employed by British traders and agents. 
The arguments and facts already brought for- 
ward by the undersigned respecting the political 
condition of those tribes render it unnecessary for 
them to make many observations on those of the 
British Plenipotentiaries on that subject. The 
treaties of 1763, and of 1783, were those princi- 
pally alluded to by the undersigned to illustrate 
the practice of Great Britain. She did not ad- 
mit in the first, nor require in the last, any stipu- 
lations respecting the Indians who, in one case, 
had been her enemies, and in the other her allies, 
and who, in both instances, fell by the peace with- 
in the dominions of that Power against whom 
they had been engaged in the preceding war. 
he negotiation of 1761, was quoted for the 
urpose of proving what appears to be fully estab- 
Fished by the answer of England to the ultimatum 
of France, delivered on the Ist of September of 
that year, that His Britannic Majesty would not 
renounce his right of protection over the Indian 
nations reputed to be within his dominions, that 
is to say, between the British settlements and the 
Mississippi. Mr. Pitt’s letter, cited by the British 
Plenipotentiaries, far from contradicting that po- 
sition, goes still further. It states that “ the fixa- 
tion of the new limits to Canada, as proposed by 
France, is intended to shorten the extent of Can- 
ada, which was to be ceded to England, and to 
lengthen the boundaries of Louisiana, which 
France was to keep, and in the view to establish 
what must be not admitted, namely, that all which 
is not Canada is Louisiana, whereby all the in- 
termediate nations and countries, the true barrier 
to each province, would be given up to France.” 
This is precisely the principle uniformly support- 
ed by- the undersigned, to wit, that the recognition 
of a boundary gives up to the nation in whose be- 
half it is made, all the Indian tribes and countries 
within that boundary. It was on this principle 
that the undersigned have confidently relied on 
the treaty of 1783, which fixes and recognises the 
boundary of the United States without making 
any reservation respecting Indian tribes. 


But the British Plenipotentiaries, unable to pro- 
duce a solitary precedent of one European Powe, 
treating for the wee inhabiting within the do. 
minions of another, have been compelled, in sup- 

rt of their principle, to refer to the German 

mpire, a body consisting of several independent 
States, recognised as such by the whole world 
and separately maintaining, with foreign Powers 
the relations belonging to such a condition. Cap 


it be necessary to peeve that there is no sort of § 


analogy between the political situation of these 
civilized communities and that of the wanderino 
tribes of North American savages ? : 

In referring to what the British Plenipotentia- 
ries represent as alarming and novel pretensions. 
which Great Britain can never authorize, the up. 
dersigned might complain that these alleged pre- 
tensions have not been stated, either in terms or 
in substance, as expressed by themselves. This, 
however, is the less material as any further rec. 
ognition of them by Great Britain is not necessary 
nor required. On the other hand, they can never 
admit nor recognise me praninnen or pretensions 
asserted in the course of this correspondence by 
the British Plenipotentiaries, and which to them 
appear novel and alarming. 

he article proposed by the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries in their last note, not including the [n- 
dian tribes as parties in the peace, and leaving 
the United States free to effect its object in the 
mode consonant with the relations which they 
have constantly maintained with those tribes; 
partaking, also, of the nature of an amnesty, and 
being at the same time reciprocal, is not liable to 
that objection, and accords with the views uni- 
formly professed eh the undersigned of placing 
those tribes precisely, and in every respect in the 
same situation as that in which they stood before 
the commencement of hostilities. This article, 
thus proposing only what the undersigned have 
so chen assured the British Plenipotentiaries 
would ee follow, if, indeed, it has notal- 
ready, as is highly probable, preceded, a peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, the 
undersigned agree to admit it in substance asa 
provisional article, subject, in the manner origi- 
nally proposed by the British Government, to the 
approbation or rejection of the Government of 
the United States, which, having given no in- 
structions to the undersigned on this point, cat- 
not be bound by any article they may admit 01 
the subject. 

It will, of course, be understood that if, unhap- 
pily, peace should not be the result of the present 
negotiation, the article thus conditionally agreed 
to shall be of no effect, and shall not, in any future 
negotiation, be brought forward by either party 
by way of argument or precedent. 

This article having been presented as an indis- 
pensable preliminary, and being now accepted, 
the undersigned request the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries to communicate to them a project of a 
treaty embracing all the points deemed material 
by Great Britain; the undersigned engaging 00 
their part, to deliver, immediately after, a counter 
project with respect to all the articles to which 
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they may not agree, and on the subjects deemed 
material by the United States, and which may be 
admitted in the British project. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 





From the British to the American Ministers 
GueEnt, October 21, 1814. 


The undersigned have had the honor of receiv- 
ing the note of the American Plenipotentiaries of 
the 13th instant, communicating their acceptance 
of the article which the undersigned had proposed 
on the subject of the pacification and rights of the 
Indian nations. 

The undersigned are happy in being thus re- 
lieved from the necessity of recurring to several 
topics which, though Ore arose in the course of 
their discussions, have only an incidental connex- 
ion with the differences remaining to be adjusted 
between the two countries. 

With a view to this adjustment the undersign- 
ed, preferring in the present state of the negotia- 
tion a general statement to the formal arrange- 
ment of articles, are willing so far to comply with 
the request of the American Plenipotentiaries 
contained in their last note, as to waive the ad- 
vantage to which they think they were fairly en- 
titled, of requiring from them the first projet of a 
treaty. 

The undersigned having stated, at the first con- 
ference, the points upon which His Majesty’s 
Government considered the discussions between 
the two countries as likely to turn, cannot better 
satisfy the request of the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries, than by referring them to that conference 
for a statement of the points which, in the opin- 
ion of His Majesty’s Government, yet remain to 
be adjusted. 

With respect to the forcible seizure of mari- 
ners from on board merchant vessels on the high 
seas, and the rights of the King of Great Britain 
to the allegiance of all his native subjects, and 
with respect to the maritime rights of the British 
empire, the undersigned conceive that, after the 
ree asserted by the Government of the 

nited States, a more satisfactory proof of the 
conciliatory spirit of His Majesty’s Government 
cannot be given than by not requiring any stipu- 
lation on those subjects, which, though most im- 
portant in themselves, no longer, in consequence 
of the maritime os of Europe, produce 
the same practical results. 

On the subject of the fisheries the undersigned 
expressed, with so much frankness, at the confer- 
ence already referred to, the views of their Goy- 
ernment, that they consider any further observa- 
tions on that topic as unnecessary at the present 
time. 

On the question of the boundary between the 
dominions of His Majesty and those of the Uni- 
ted States, the undersigned are led to expect, 
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from the discussion which this omnes has already 
undergone, that the Northwestern boundary, from 
the Lake of the Woods to the Mississippi, (the 
intended arrangement of 1803,) will be admitted 
without objection. 

In regard to other boundaries, the American 
Plenipotentiaries, in their note of August 24th, 
appeared in some measure to object to the propo- 
sitions then made by the undersigned, as not be- 
ing on the basis of uti possidetis. The under- 
signed are willing to treat on that basis, subject 
to such modifications as mutual convenience may 
be found to require; and they trust that the 
American Plenipotentiaries will show, by their 
ready acceptance of this basis, that they duly ap- 
preciate the moderation of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, in so far consulting the honor and fair pre- 
tensions of the United States as, in the relative 
situation of the two countries, to authorize such 
a proposition, 

The undersigned avail themselves of this op- 
portunity to renew to the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries the assurance of their high consideration. 

GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 





From the American to the British Ministers. 
GuenT, October 24, 1914. 


The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of the British Pleni- 
potentiaries, of the 21st instant. 

Amongst the general observations which the 
undersigned, in their note of the 24th August, 
made on the propositions then brought forward 
on the part Ps the British Government, they re- 
marked, that those propositions were founded 
neither on the basis of uti possidetis nor on that 
of status ante bellum. But so far were they from 
suggesting the uti possidetis as the basis on which 
they were disposed to treat, that, in the same 
note, they expressly stated that they had been in- 
structed to conclude a peace on the principle of 
both parties restoring whatever territory they 
might have taken. The undersigned also de- 
clared in that note, that they had no authority to 
cede any part of the territory of the United 
States; and that no stipulation to that effect would 
they subscribe. And in the note of the 9th Sep- 
tember, after having shown that the basis of uti 
possidetis, such as it was known to exist at the 
commencement of the negotiation, gave no claim 
to His Britannic Majesty to cessions of territory 
founded upon the right of conquest, they added 
that, even if the chances of war should give to 
the British arms a poacher ee of other 
parts of the territory of the United States, such 
events would not alter their views with regard to 
the terms of peace, to which they would give their 
consent. 

The undersigned can now only repeat those 
declarations, and decline treating upon the basis 
of uti possidetis, or upon any other principle in- 
volving a cession of any part of the territory of 
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the United States. As they have uniformly 
stated, they can treat only upon the principle of 
a mutual restoration of whatever territory may 
have been taken by either party. From this prin- 
ciple they cannot recede; and the undersigned, 

er the repeated declarations of the British Plen- 
ipotentiaries, that Great Britain had no view to 
acquisition of territory in this negotiation, deem 
it necessary to add, that the utility of its continu- 
ance depends on their adherence to this principle. 

The undersigned having declared in their note 
of the 24th of August, that, although instructed 
and + segrme to enter into an amicable discussion 
of all the points on which differences or uncer- 
tainty had existed, and which might hereafter 
tend to interrupt the harmony of the two countries, 
they would not make the conclusion of the peace 
at all depend upon a successful result of the dis- 
cussion; and having since agreed to the prelim- 
inary article epee by the British Government, 
had believed that the negotiations, already so 
long protracted, could not be brought to an early 
conclusion, otherwise than by a communication 
of a project, embracing all the other specific prop- 
ositions which Great Britain intended to offer. 
ron repeat their request in that respect, and 
will have no objection to a simultaneous exchange 
of the project of both parties. This course will 
bring fairly into discussion the other topics em- 
braéed in the last note of the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to which the undersigned have thought it 
unnecessary to advert at the present time. 

The undersigned renew to the British Pleni- 
potentiaries the assurance of their high consider- 
ation. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN. 
To the PLENIPOTENTIARIES 
of His Britannic Majesty, ¢c. 





The American Pee to the Secretary of 
tate. 
Guent, October 31, 1814. 
Sir: The detention of the Chauncey at Ostend 
enables us to send you the enclosed note from the 
British Plenipotentiaries, which we have just 
received. 
We have the honor to be, with perfect respect, 
your obedient servants, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Hon. J. Monror, Sec’ry of State. 


From the British to the Americam Ministers. 
Guenrt, October 31, 1814. 
The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note addressed to them 
by the American Plenipotentiaries on the 24th 
instant, in which they object to the basis of uti 





is, proposed by the undersigned as tha; 

on which they were willing to treat, in r gard to 

rtof the boundaries between the dominions of 
is Majesty and those of the United States, 

The American Plenipotentiaries, in their note 
of the 13th instant, requested the undersigned to 
communicate to them the projet of a treaty em. 
bracing all the points insisted on by Great Brit. 
ain, engaging, on their part, to deliver immedj- 
ately after a contre-projet, as to all the articles to 
which they might not agree, and as to all the 
subjects deemed material by the United States. 
and omitted in re of the undersigned. 

The undersigned were accordingly instructed 
to waive the question of etiquette, and the ad. 
vantage which might result from receiving the 
first communication, and, confiding in the engage. 
ment of the American Plenipotentiaries, com- 
municated in their note of the 21st instant, all the 
points upon which they were instructed io insist, 

The American Plenipotentiaries have objected 
to one essential part of the projet thus commuii- 
cated ; but before the undersigned can enter into 
the discussion of this objection, they must require 
from the American Plenipotentiaries that, pur- 
suant to their engagement, they will deliver a 
contre-projet, containing all their objections to the 
points submitted by the undersigned, together 
with a statement of such further points as the 
Government of the United States consider to be 
material. 

The undersigned are authorized to state dis- 
tinctly that the article as to the pacification and 
right of the Indian nations having been accepted, 
they have brought forward in their note of the 
21st instant all the propositions which they have 
to offer. They have no further demands to make, 
no other stipalations on which they are instructed 
to insist, and they are empowered to sign a Treaty 
of Peace forthwith, in conformity with those 
stated in their former note. 

The undersigned trust, therefore, that the Amei- 
can Plenipotentiaries will no longer hesitate to 
bring forward, in the form of articles, or other- 
wise, as they may prefer, those specific proposi- 
tions upon which they are empowered to signa 
Treaty of Peace between the two countries. 

The undersigned avail themselves of the present 
opportunity to renew to the Plenipotentiaries of 
the United States the assurance of their high 
consideration. GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


GREAT BRITAIN—PRISONERS OF WAR. 


[Communicated to Congress, October 28, 1814.| 

To the House of esentatives 
of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a 
report from the Department of State, complying 
with their resolution of the 15th instant. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Ocroser 28, 1814. 
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DerartTMenT oF Stare, Oct. 27, 1814. 
The acting Secretary of State, to whom was 


_ referred the resolution of the House of Represen- 
| tatives of the 15th instant, has the honor of sub- 
_ mitting to the President the accompanying papers 


- mark 


Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, as containing the in- 


' formation which is presumed to be called for by 
the said resolution. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Presipent of the United States. 





No. 1. 


' Extract of a letter from Reuben G. Beasley, Esq., to 


the Commissary General of Prisoners. 


Lonpon, March 18, 1814. 
Having had several conversations on the sub- 


| ject of retaliation, previous to the receipt of your 


etters of the 6th and 9h of January, I took the 


- earliest occasion to communicate the information 


they contained. On the 9th ultimo, I addressed 


ere es 


ee eres rast 
BS arta 


a letter to the Transport Board on the subject, a 
copy of which I have now the honor to enclose. 
Although I have received no reply to this letter, 
I have the satisfaction to inform you that I have 
been assured by the Secretary of the Board, and 
have found the fact confirmed by my own obser- 
vation, that the treatment of the individuals sent 
to this country for trial has in no respect been 


| different from that of the other prisoners of war. 


[Enclosed in the preceding. ] 
Mr. Beasley to the Secretary of the Transport Board. 
Harvey Srreet, Fed. 19, 1814. 
Sir: In consequence of the wish which you 


vereally. expressed to me yesterday, I now present 


to the Buard, in the form in which it has been 


communicated to me by the Commissary General 


- unwarrantable acts of British officers. 


of Prisoners of the United States, a statement of 
the various measures of retaliation which have 
been forced on the American Government by the 
I the more 
readily comply with this wish, because it will 
lead to a proper understanding on the subject, and 
I persuade myself it will be followed by measures 
on the part of the British Government which will 
not only relieve the suffering individuals but put 
an end to the proceedings, the very idea of which 
is so painful to every generous and humane feel- 
ing. I begin in the order in which they occurred. 

Tiere follows the statement extracted from 
General Mason’s letter of the 6th January] 1814.* 

To the foregoing I have to add, that infor- 
mation has been received by the Commissary 
General that the British commanding officer at 
Halifax had confined there sixty-four American 
officers, with intention to make the number ninety- 
two, in retaliation for the forty-six British officers 
confined by the American Government. Assoon 


Shee 


* This statement contained the substance of the cases 
to be found in the report of the Secretary of State of 
the 14th April, 1814, printed by order of the Senate. 


as this should be officially communicated to the 
Government, a correspondent and effectual mea- 
sure would be adopted in the United States. 

In this statement, and the documents which 
accompany it, will be found the disposition and 
sentiments of the American Government. It will 
be seen that the system was not begun by the Uni- 
ted States. Prompt in the discharge of the duty 
they owe to their citizens, they have constantly 
lamented the necessity of the measures imposed 
on them, and have on every occasion shown, as 
you will see exemplified in the first, second, third, 
and fourth acts, above recited, that the moment 
the necessity of detention ceased to exist, the per- 
sons confined have been released. 

The British agent in the United States, who 
has been regularly informed of every circumstance 
relative to this unpleasant subject, will no doubt 
have done the American Government the justice 
to say, that the sufferings of the individuals con- 
cerned have at all times been as little as the na- 
ture of the case would admit. 

It has been thoaght extraordinary that, contrary 
to the stipulations of the cartel, American prison- 
ers have been sent to this country from Canada. 
This measure was strongly remonstrated against 
to Colonel Barclay sometime ago ; but so far from 
having produced the desired effect, it has been 
continued under circumstances of the greatest 
hardship and suffering. About four hundred of 
these persons, many of whom had never before 
been at sea, were hurried on board ship, without 
the least previous notice to provide themselves 
with necessaries, and in that situation exposed to 
a boisterous Winter passage. The Government 
of the United States has sought in vain fora legi- 
timate motive for this conduct, which will neces- 
sarily lead toa corresponding measure of severity, 
if not satisfactorily explained. 

I am instructed to make inquiry relative to the 
situation of all the prisoners who have from time 
to time been sent to this country ; and to give in- 
formation of places of confinement and treatment 
of those who were sent here for trial. 

I have to remark, that, while the British pris- 
oners in the United States have been treated in 
exact conformity to the stipulations contained in 
the cartel, no change whatever has been made in 
the treatment of American prisnners in close con- 
finement, nor has any satisfactory reason been 
given why they have not been placed on the same 
footing. 

The situation of the British officers who are 
held in the United States as hostages to answer 
in their persons for the safety and proper treat- 
ment of the American prisoners, will be found 
described in the extract ofa letter herewith trans- 
mitted, dated 13th December, 1813, and it will 
continue the same while it is understood that 
American officers, in the hands of the British 
Government, meet with similar treatment. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 


R. G. BEASLEY. 
ALExanperR McLeay, Esq., &c. 
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No. 2. 


Extracts of a letter ef instructions from the Secretary 
of State to Colonel Tobias Lear. 
Wasuinerton, June 27, 1814. 

On the subject of hostages, if any are retained 
on either side, it cannot be admitted that a num- 
ber of prisoners shall be left in the hands of the 
enemy in that state, orin any other, different from 
the ed state of prisoners of war, greater than 
shall be held by us to answer for their proper 
treatment and safety. 

You are not unacquainted with the cause which 
induced the Government to designate certain per- 
sons prisoners of war, in our possession, to abide 
the fate of such American prisoners of war as the 
enemy had thought proper to separate from their 
comrades, and to transport, under severe and igno- 
minious confinement, to England, for trial as trait- 
ors. While this treatment continued, and while 
there was a probability of the threatened trial 
and punishment, this Government could not, and 
would not, have relaxed in the measures it had 
adopted. Information, however, having been re- 
cently received from Mr. Beasley, American agent 
for prisoners at London, dated on the 18th of 
March last, by which it is known that he had re- 
ceived assurances, and that he was satisfied of 
the fact, that the treatment of the individuals sent 
to that country, avowedly for trial, has been in 
no respect different from that of other prisoners 
of war, the President has been induced to hope, 
from this circumstance, as well as from thelength 
of time which has elapsed since these persons have 
been in England, without having been brought to 
trial, that it is not the intention of the British 
Government to take a step which would inevita- 
bly involve consequences shocking to humanity ; 
and sincerely desirous of lessening, as much as 
Feaprien the sufferings of individuals on both sides, 

e has determined that, ee to the Govern- 
ment the full right of replacing the hostages, who 
may have been designated here, and retaining the 
power to do so, such of the prisoners taken from 
the command of Sir George Prevost, as have been 
so designated, may be now exchanged. You are 
accordingly authorized to stipulate that the pro- 
posed release and exchange shall be without dis- 
tinction of hostages, taking care that it shall be 
reciprocal, and thata special reservation be made 
of the right, which may be common, to replace 
them, whenever it is deemed proper to do so. 


No. 3. 


Extracts of such parts of a convention for the exchange 
of prisoners of war, proposed on the 15th of April, 
1814, and of the instrument by which it was modi- 
fied, and finally agreed upon, on the 16th of July 
following, between agents duly authorized by the 
Secretary of State of the United States, on the one 

and Sir George Prevost, Commander-in-Chief 
of the British forces in the Canadas, on the other, as 
relates to those who had been, on either side, con- 
fined under the system of retaliation. 

Extracts of the Convention of the 15th of April. 


Artic.e 1. It is mutually stipulated and agreed, 
that all the persons belonging to the army, navy, 


or militia, of the United Kingdom of Great Bri. 
ain and Ireland, or the provinces or dependencie; § ; 
thereof, under the command, authority, and juris. § 
diction of his excellency Sir George Prevost. o, § i 
any subjects or residents thereof, within the sam 
diction, who may : 
have been captives during the present war, under | 


command, authority, and juris 


and by the command and authority of the Goy. 
ernment of the United States, and also all person; 
belonging to the navy, army, or militia of th 
United States, or any of them, or the territorie; 
thereof, or citizens or residents of the same, or 
any of them, who may have been made captive; 
during the present war, by and under the cop. 
mand and authority of Sir George Prevost, afor. 
said; and which said persons, so respectively Cap. 
tured, are now held in confinement by the sai; 
respective parties either as prisoners of war, ho. 
tages, or otherwise, shall be mutually and respec. 
ively forthwith released from confinement, ani 
sent, or permitted to proceed, to the United State 
or Canada, respectively, in the manner hereinaf. 
ter pointed out, with as little delay as may ty 
saving and excepting always the first three-ani- 
twenty men first put into confinement on princi- 

les of retaliation, as hostages, by the Unite 

tates, and the officers and non-comm issionei 
officers put into confinement by his excellency 
Sir George Prevost, in retaliation for the cop 
finement of the said twenty-three men, privat 
soldiers. 

Art. 9. It is further mutually agreed, that all 
the persons thus released, and sent or permitted 
to return to their respective countries, who are 
now in Lower Canada, or on the eastern side of 
the Alleghany mountains in the United States, 
and also all prisoners of war who are now on pu- 
role, or otherwise in their respective countries, te, 
and the same are hereby declared to be exchanged, 
and that they, and every of them, from and afier 
the 15th of May next, shall be perfectly and en- 
tirely free to enter and engage in the military, 
naval, or other service of their repective countries, 
as if they never had been prisoners of war and 
hostages; and, in like manner, all the said persons 
who are on the western side of the Alleghany 
mountains, in the United States, and those who 
are in or near Halifax or in Nova Scotia, and 
who were captured by and under the commani 
of Sir George Prevost, shall be, and are hereby, 
declared exchanged, and at liberty to enter into 
the naval, military, or other service of their re- 
spective countries, as if they had never been mad: 
prisoners of war and hostages. 

Art. 12. It is further mutually agreed and ex- 
pressly understood, that nothing herein contained 
is intended or shall in any manner prevent o 
hinder either party from resorting to retaliation, 
or replacing said hostages, whenever either may 
deem it proper, for the past or any future act or 
conduct of the opposite party. 





Extracts of the instrument of modification and ratifica- 
tion of the 16th of July. 
PreaMBLE.—The following modifications 0! 
the said Convention of the 15th of April last have 
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“been agreed to; in consequence of which the same 
Ae neseey ratified and confirmed, on the part of 
the United States, in virtue of the full powers 
_ siven to the aforesaid Tobias Lear, the same hav- 
ving been before ratified by his excellency Sir 
George Prevost, &c. 

Articte 1. The twenty-three British soldiers 
| put into confinement as hostages by the United 
States, and the forty-six American commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers put in confinement 
by his exeellency Sir George Prevost, in retalia- 
‘tion for the confinement of the said twenty-three 
soldiers, as mentioned in the Ist article of the 
aforesaid Convention, are to be immediately re- 
‘leased and exchanged, in the same manner as 
‘other prisoners of war mentioned in said article. 
| Art. 2. All accounts of exchange, relative to 
" prisoners of war, officers and non-commissioned 
officers, and privates. of the army, navy, and mi- 
litia, of the Government of Great Britain, and of 
i: United States of America, and of all other 


"persons, subjects or residents of the one, or citi- 
“zens or residents of the other, captured by the 
_ forces under the command of Sir George Prevost, 
‘or from his command or authority, during the 
_ present war between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States, prior to the 15th of April last, and for 
"the release and exchange of whom it is stipulated 
» by the 9th article of the aforesaid Convention of 
‘the 15th of April aforesaid, and the twenty-three 
_and forty-six hostages, before mentioned, are by 
_ this present modification definitely liquidated and 
_ settled, without either party having any preten- 
‘sion or right to any claim therein hereafter. 





No. 4. 


Extract ofa letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


BiapenseuraG, June 14, 1814. 


Should there be any British prisoners of war 
remaining in these States from New York east- 
_ ward, permit me to recommend their being re- 
_ leased, and sent in the Matilda (cartel) lately ar- 
_ rived at Salem, with American prisoners. In the 
| number I hope you wiil include all those now 
held as hostages, and beg leave to assure you, I 


| have recommended to the Admiral and General 


_ the release of all Americans held on similar prin- 
: ciple to the state of ordinary prisoners; and that 
_ Mr.Mitchell be informed he is at liberty to select 

them to be sent to these States, in return for Brit- 
ish prisoners received. 





Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


June 21, 1812, 


On the subject of hostages, I will cheerfull 
direct to be released and sent to Halifax any cach 
as we now hold on the maritime frontier of Mas- 
sachusetts, if you will engage that the persons at 
Halifax, on whose account they were confined, 
shall be immediately released and returned to the 
United States. I believe there are but sixteen of 
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that description, whose names are enclosed. The 
few then remaining, with the desire to meet the 
relaxation proposed by you, I will direct to be 
confined, with other non-paroled prisoners, on 
board the prison-ship at Salem. 





Colonel Thomas Barclay to General Mason. 


BLADENSBURG, June 21, 1814. 

Sir: I had hoped, in consequence of my hav- 
ing acquainted you I had recommended the naval 
and military commanders at Halifax to release 
to the state of ordinary prisoners all the Ameri- 
cans then held on retaliatory principles, that this 
Government would have been induced to adopt 
a similar conciliatory measure, and thereby re- 
lieve the unfortunate men who have been so un- 
pleasantly situated. You will, by a reperusal of 
my late letters on this subject, perceive the un- 
pleasant consequences to which His Majesty’s 
Government will be driven, if the acts above 
mentioned on the part of His Majesty do not 
meet a corresponding conduct on the part of this 
Government. 

Mr. Prince, the Marshal of Massachusetts, has 
informed Mr. Simpson, that you have directed 
him to retain eighteen British prisoners as host- 
ages fora like number of men, part of the one 
hundred and one American prisoners sent last 
Autumn to England. 

On the 14th instant I requested you to inform 
me whether you would consent that all the Brit- 
ish prisoners who might remain in the Eastern 
States after the departure of the Perseverance 
cartel to Halifax, should be sent in the Matilda 
cartel for Halifax, for whom I would order an 
equivalent to be returned. A measure of this 
nature must prove equally advantageous to both 
nations. Permit me to request your answer, and 
if it is the determination of this Government to 
hold any British subjects as hostages, that you 
will favor me with a list of their names, the per- 
sons they are held for, and the places of confine- 
ment, 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason, &c. 





Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


Biapenseure, June 22, 1814. 


Str: I am this moment honored with your let- 
ter of yesterday. 

I am pleased with your consenting to send all 
the British prisoners remaining in the Eastern 
States to Halifax, and that the hostages are to be 
included. I have repeatedly informed you, that 
I had requested every American prisoner, held as 
a hostage at Halifax, should be released to the 
state of ordinary prisoners, and that Mr. Mitchell 
should be at liberty to select whom he pleased in 
making up the equivalent to be sent from Hali- 
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fax. I will be answerable that the above is car- 
ried into effect, and that an equivalent, under 
Mr. Mitchell’s election, is immediately sent from 
Halifax to Salem, in return for the men whom 
the Matilda carries from Salem. 





Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


Wasaincton, June 22, 1814. 

I have received your letters of this date, and 
of the 21st instant. I shall, in consequence of 
your engagement in that of the 22d instant, and 
in compliance with the terms of mine of yester- 
day, by the mail made up to-day, instruct Mr. 
Prince to collect all the prisoners he can, in a rea- 
sonable time, and send by the cartel Matilda, and 
such hostages as have been designated in retalia- 
aoe against American prisoners confined at Hali- 

ax. 

The other hostages designated for American 
prisoners sent to England will be placed in the 
ordinary state of non-paroled prisoners, and those 
at Fort Sewall removed to the prisou-ship at Sa- 
lem for that purpose. 





Colonel Thomas Barclay to General Mason. 


Biapenssura, August 9, 1814. 

Sir: I had hoped, in consequence of my sev- 
eral letters to you on the subject of retaliation 
and the release of all the American prisoners 
held as hostages in His Majesty’s dominions un- 
der retaliatory orders, of which I have given you 
notice, that this Government would have been 
induced to follow the example, and place in the 
ordinary state of prisoners, ready for release and 
exchange, the few British prisoners named at the 
foot of this letter, who are still held in confine- 
ment as hostages. 

I request you will be pleased to inform me, 
whether it is the intention of this Government 
to continue these unfortunate men in prison as 
hostages, and to withhold their release and ex- 
change; and I beg leave to add, that, if this is 
the case, double the number of American prison- 
ers will once more be placed ina similar state 
of confinement in retaliation for these men. 

[I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 


servant, 
THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason, &c. 


List of prisoners referred to in the preceding letter. 
In Massachusetts—John Price, R. Robertson, 
John Anderson, John Egan, James Dawson, 
Henry Beddingfield, William Kitts. 
In Rhode Island—William Lincoln. 





Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners, to Colonel Barclay, dated 


Aveust 12, 1814. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, 
I shall pass over the terms in which you have 


———— 


thought proper to convey part of that letter, with 
the remark, that after the manner in which the 
subject of hostages had been treated in your Jet. 
ter of the 14th of June, and mine of the 2ist ang 
22d of the same month, considering the informa- 
tion I had given you in my letter of the 20th of 
May, of the relaxation which had taken place jp 
the condition of the twenty-three hostages in oyr 
power at Greenbush, and the cause of it, and the 
communication I had made you as late as the 
28th ultimo, of the Convention concluded with 
Sir George Prevost, by which these and all other 
hostages appertaining to the class of prisoners 
captured by or from his command, were released 
and finally SuRBAAgOS, it-could not have been ex. 
pected, when you thought or to make further 
inquiry as to the situation of those persons yer 
remaining in our possession, who had been hos- 
tages, and the intention of the Government to- 
ward them, you should have then resorted to the 
same declaration of consequences, conveyed in 
terms amounting to a threat, which you had been 
informed in a letter I addressed to you on the 
11th of June, on a former occasion, was unavail- 
ing, and had been considered exceptionable. 

n my letter of the 22d of June, I informed you, 
that those who had been hostages, and not sent 
for exchange by the cartel then in port, should 
be restored to the ordinary state of prisoners, 
Why, then, unless you were well assured that 
this had not been done, do you say in yours of the 
9th instant, you had hoped that the American 
Government would have been induced to follow 
the example of your Government? ‘The fact is, 
at this time, there is no British prisoner in this 
country in any other situation. The order to 
that effect went from this office on the 22d of 
June, as to the prisoners in Massachusetts ; and 
on the 19th of July,asto one William Lincoln, in 
Rhode Island. The copy of my letter to the 
Marshal of that State, now sent, will explain the 
cause of his confinement being thus much length- 
ened; namely, his attempt to escape. 

The reasons which determined this Govern- 
ment to relax in the mode of treatment towards 
hostages are detailed in that letter, and were the 
same which induced it to accept a proposition, 
on the part of Sir George Prevost, tu include all 
hostages on both sides in the general exchange 
of prisoners made with him, with the reservation 
of the right to replace them with others, should 
it, from any change of circumstances, be deemed 
necessary. These reasons, to wit: information 
from our agent in London that the Americat 
prisoners, sent to England for trial, were not then 
confined or treated otherwise than ordinary pris- 
oners, operating generally, so soon as they had 
been acted on in the exchange of part of the hos- 
tages held by us in the quarter just mentioned. 
produced instructions from this office to put on 
the same footing “the persons heretofore desig- 
nated as hostages of the maritime class, and to 
hold them ready for exchange.” They are ac- 
cordingly now so held. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant. 
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a 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


[Communicated to the Senate, by the Messages of Feb- 
ruary 15, 16, and 20, 1815.] 


To the Senate of the United States : 


Ihave received from the American Commis- 
missioners a Treaty of Peace and Amity between 
His Britannic Majesty and the United States of 
America, signed by those Commissioners and by 
the Commissioners of His Britannic Majesty at 
Ghent on the 24th December, 1814. The ter- 
mination of hostilities depends upon the time of 
the ratification of the treaty by both parties. I 
lose no time, therefore, in submitting the treaty 
to the Senate for their advice and approbation. 

1 transmit, also, a letter from the American 
Commissioners which accompanied the treaty. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Fesruary 15, 1815. 





To the Senate of the United States : 


I transmit to the Senate a report of the acting 
Secretary of State, complying with their resolu- 


tion of yesterday. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Fesruary 16, 1815. 





[Report of the Secretary of State, referred to in the 
preceding Message.] 


DEPARTMENT OF SraTe, 
February 16, 1815. 

The acting Secretary of State, to whom was 
referred the resolution of the Senate of the 15th 
instant, requesting the “President of the United 
States to cause to be laid before the Senate all 
instructions given to the Envoys at Ghent, the 
correspondence between the said Envoys and the 
Department of State, and the correspondence and 
protocols of conference between the said Envoys 
and the Ministers of His Britannic Majesty, dur- 
ing the negotiation at Ghent, which have not 
before been communicated to the Senate,” has 
the honor to state that the instructions to the En- 
voys at Ghent have heretofore been communi- 
cated to the Senate, pee those of which the ac- 
companying papers marked A and B are copies. 

The correspondence and protocols of conferen- 
ces between the said Envoys and the Ministers of 
His Britannic Majesty which have been received 
at this Department, and which have not heretofore 
been communicated to the Senate will be found 
in the accompanying papers marked 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8,and 9. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES MONROE. 





To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 
I lay before Congress copies of the Treaty of 
eace and Amity between the United States and 
His Britannic Majesty, which was signed by the 
Commissioners of both parties, at Ghent, on the 
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24th of December, 1814, and the ratifications of 
which have been duly exchanged. 

While performing this act, 1 congratulate you 
and our constituents upon an event which is highly 
honorable to the nation, and terminates, with pe- 
culiar felicity, a campaign signalized by the most 
brilliant successes. 

The late war, although reluctantly declared by 
Congress, had become a necessary resort to assert 
the rights and independence of the nation. It has 
been waged with a success which is the natural 
result of the wisdom of the Legislative Councils, 
of the patriotism of the people, of the public spirit 
of the militia, and of the valor of the military and 
naval forces of the country. Peace, at all times 
a blessing, is peculiarly welcome, therefore, at a 
period when the causes for the war have ceased 
to operate; when the Government has demon- 
strated the efficiency of its powers of defence; 
and when the nation can review its conduct with- 
out regret and without reproach. 

I recommend to your care and beneficence the 
gallant men, whose achievements in every depart- 
ment of military service, on the land and on the 
water, have so essentially contributed to the honor 
of the American name, and to the restoration of 
peace. The feelings of conscious patriotism and 
worth will animate such men under every change 
of fortune and pursuit ; but their country performs 
a duty to itself, when it bestows those testimonials 
of approbation and applause which are at once 
the reward and the incentive to great actions. 

The reduction of the public expenditure to the 
demands of a Peace Establishment, will doubt- 
less engage the immediate attention of Con- 
gress. There are, however, important considera- 
tions which forbid a sudden and general revoca- 
tion of the measures that have been produced by 
the war. Experience has taught us that neither 
the pacific dispositions of the American people, 
nor the pacific character of their political institu- 
tions, can altogether exempt them from that strife 
which appears, beyond the ordinary lot of nations, 
to be incident to the actual period of the world; 
and the same faithful monitor demonstrates that a 
certain degree of preparation for war is not only 
indispensable to avert disaster in the onset, but 
affords also the best security for the continuance 
of peace. The wisdom of Congress will, there- 
fore, I am confident, provide for the maintenance 
of an adequate regular force; for the gradual 
advance of the Naval Establishment; for impro- 
ving all the means of harbor defence; for adding 
discipline to the distinguished bravery of the mili- 
tia; and for cultivating the military art, in its es- 
sential branches, under the liberal patronage of 
the Government. 

The resources of our country were at all times 
competent to the attainment of every national 
object; but they will now be enriched and invig- 
orated by the activity which peace will introduce 
into all the scenes of domestic enterprise and labor. 
The provision that has been made for the public 
creditors, during the present session of Congress, 
must have a decisive effect in the establishment 
of the public credit, both at home and abroad. 








1375 


APPENDIX. 





1376 


Relations with Great Britain. 











re, 
—~ 


The reviving interests of commerce will claim B. eee 
the legislative attention at the earliest opportu- | The Secretary of State to the American Commission. 
nity, and such regulations will, I trust, be season- ers at Ghent. 


ably devised, as shall secure to the United States 
their just proportion of the navigation of the 
world. The most liberal policy towards other 
nations, if met by corresponding dispositions, will, 
in this respect, be found the most beneficial policy 
towards ourselves. But there is no subject that 
can enter with greater force and merit into the 
deliberations of Congress, than a consideration of 
the means to preserve and promote the manufac- 
tures which have sprung into existence, and at- 
tajned an unparalleled maturity throughout the 
United States during the period of the European 
wars. This source of national independence and 
wealth I anxiously recommend to the prompt and 
constant guardianship of Congress. 

The termination of the legislative sessions will 
soon separate you. fellow-citizens, from each 
other, and restore you to your constituents. I 
pray you to bear with you the expressions of my 
pe hope that the peace which has been just 
declared, will not only be the foundation of the 
most friendly intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain, but that it will also be 
productive of happiness and harmony in every sec- 
tion of our belovedcountry. The influence of your 
precept and example must be everywhere power- 
ful, and while we accord in grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the protection which Providence has 
bestowed upon us, let us never cease to inculcate 
obedience to the laws, and fidelity to the Union, 
as constituting the palladium of the national in- 
dependence and prosperity. 

JAMES MADISON. 


WasuincTon, February 18, 1815, 





A 


The Secretary of State to the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 


DepartMenT oF Strate, 
March 22, 1814. 


GenTLemen: Should a treaty be concluded 
with Great Britain, and a reciprocal restitution 
of ere be agreed on, you will have it in rec- 
ollection that the United States had in their pos- 
session, at the commencement of the war, a post 
at the mouth of the river Columbia, which com- 
manded the river, which ought to be comprised 
in the stipulation, should the possession have been 
wrested teow us during the war. On no pretext 
can the British Government set up a claim to ter- 
ritory south of the northern boundary of the 
United States. It is not believed that they have 
any claim whatever to territory on the Pacific 
ocean. You will, however, be careful, should a 
definition of boundary be attempted, not to coun- 
tenance, in any manner, or in any quarter, a pre- 
tension in the British Government to territory 
south of that line. 

I have the honor to be ee obedient servant, 

MES MONROE. 
Secretary of State. 


DerarRTMENT oF State, Oct. 19. 1814, 


GenrLemeNn: I have the honor to inform you 
that your despatches by the John Adams have 
been received, and that your determination to re- 
ject the terms proposed by the British Commis- 
sioners is entirely approved by the President. 

The importance of these despatches, and the 
great probability of your negotiation having been 
brought to a close, induced the President to deter. 
mine on laying them before Congress immediately, 
This has been done, and there is every reason io 
believe that they are producing the best effect, in 
uniting all parties in a determined resistance to 
the extravagant pretensions of the enemy. It has 
also been judged proper to communicate to Con- 
gress so much of the instructions given to you by 
this Department as would show the terms on 
which you were authorized to make peace. 

These, as well as your communications, have 
been printed, and several copies are now for- 
warded to you, as it is believed they may be use- 
fully disposed of in Europe. 

Should any circumstance have unexpectedly 
rolonged the negotiation, which it is inferred 
rom your despatches will have been finally closed, 

and you find the British Commissioners disposed 
to agree to the status ante bellum, you will under- 
stand that you are authorized to make it the basis 
of a treaty. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, gen- 
tlemen, your obedient servant, 


JAMES MONROE. 





The American Plenipotentiaries to the Secretary of 
State. 
Guent, December 25, 1814. 
Sir: We have the honor of transmitting here- 
with one of the three copies of the Treaty of Peace 
between Great Britain and the United States, 
signed last evening by the Plenipotentiaries of His 
Britannic Majesty and by us. 
The papers, of which copies are likewise now 
forwarded, will exhibit to you so fully the pro- 
ress of the negotiation since the departure of the 
Shauncey, that few additional remarks from us 
will be necessary. It may be proper for us, how- 
ever, to state that, in the interval between the time 
when our first project of a treaty was sent to the 
British Plenipotentiaries and that when they com- 
municated to us the answer to it, the despatches 
which we had sent by Mr. Dallas, and the instruc- 
tions to us, which had been published in the Uni- 
ted States, were republished in England. In de- 
clining to insist on the articles respecting impress 
ment and indemnities, we made a formal declara- 
tion that the rights of both parties on the subject 
of seamen and the claims to indemnities for losses 
and damages sustained prior to the commence- 
ment of the war should not be affected or impaired 
by the omission in the treaty of a specific provis- 
ion on these two subjects. 
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| included in the general restoration, until we had 
' reason to believe that our further perseverance 
| would have hazarded the conclusion of the peace 
‘itself. We finally consented, as an alternative 


of the United States to these islands. 


| cision upon the title within a 
| to this we also found opposed an insuperable ob- 
| jection, and we were finally induced to accept in 
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From the time when the projet of the treaty 
resented by us was returned with the proposed 
alterations, it was apparent that, unless new pre- 
tensions on the part of Great Britain should be 
advanced, the only important differences remain- 
ing to be discussed were those relating to the 
mutual restoration of territory taken during the 
war, to the navigation of the Mississippi by British 
subjects, and to the right of the people of the 
United States to the fisheries within the British 


| jurisdiction. Instead of a general restitution of 


captured territory, which we had proposed, the 
British Government at first wished to confine it 


' to the territory taken by either party belonging 
- to the other. 


On our objecting that this would 
make each party the judge whether territory taken 


| did ordid not belong to the other, and thereby 
' occasion new disputes, they acknowledged it to 
| be their object that each party should, until a de- 
cision had taken place with respect to the title, 
retain possession of all the territory claimed by 


both parties, which might have been taken by 
such party during the war. They proposed, how- 


_ ever, to limit the exception from mutual restitu- 
_ tion tothe islands in the Bay of Passamaquoddy. 
_ Asit had been on both sides admitted that the 
| title to these islands was disputed, and asa method 
of settling amicably those disputes was provided 
' for in the treaty, we had not expected that the 
_ British Government would adhere to the demand 


of retaining the temporary possession of those 
We insisted, therefore, on their being 


preferable to the continuance of the war, to this 
exception, upon condition that it should not be 
understood as impairing in any manner the right 
We also 
urged for a stipulation ne an ultimate de- 

imited time; but 


its stead a declaration of the British Plenipoten- 


aries, that no unnecessary delay of the decision 
| should be interposed on the part of Great Britain. 


At the first conference, on the 8th of August, 


' the British Plenipotentiaries had notified to us 
- that the British Government did not intend hence- 


forth to allow to the people of the United States, 


without an equivalent, the liberties to fish and to 


dry and cure fish within the exclusive British 


_ jurisdiction, stipulated in their favor by the latter 


part of the third article of the Treaty of Peace of 


1783. And in their note of the 19th of August, 


the British Plenipotentiaries had demanded a new 


stipulation, to secure to British subjects the right 
of navigating the Mississippi; a demand which, 


unless warranted by another article of that same 


_ treaty of 1783, we could not perceive that Great 
Britain had any colorable pretence for making. 


Our instructions had forbidden us to suffer our 

right to the fisheries to be brought into discussion, 

and had not authorized us to make any distine- 

tion in the several provisions of the third article 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—44 


of the treaty of 1783, or between that article and 
any other of the same treaty. We had no equiv- 
alent to offer for a new recognition of our right 
to any part of the fisheries, and we had no power 
to a any equivalent which might be asked for 
it by the British Government. We contended 
that the whole treaty of 1783 must be considered 
as one entire and permanent compact, not liable, 
like ordinary treaties. to be abrogated by a su 

quent war between the parties to it; as an instru- 
ment recognising the rights and liberties enjoyed 
by the people of the United States as an inde- 
pendent nation, and containing the terms and 
conditions on which the two parts of one empire 
had mutually agreed, thenceforth, to constitute 
two distinct and separate nations. In consenting, 
by that treaty, that a part of the North American 
continent should remain subject to the British 
jurisdiction, the people of the United States had 
reserved to themselves the liberty, which they 
had ever before enjoyed, of fishing upon that part 
of its coasts, and of drying and curing fish upon 
the shores, and this reservation had been agreed 
to by the other contracting party. We saw not 
why this liberty, then no new grant, but the mere 
recognition of a prior right always enjoyed, should 
be forfeited by war, any more than any other of 
the rights of our national independence; or why 
we should need a new stipulation for its enjoy- 
ment more than we needed a new article to de- 
clare that the King of Great Britain treated with 
us as free, sovereign, and independent States. 
We stated this principle in general terms to the 
British Plenipotentiaries, in the note which we 
sent to them with our projet of the treaty, and 
we alleged it as the ground upon which no new 
stipulation was deemed by our Government ne- 
cessary to secure to the people of the United 
States all the rights and liberties stipulated in 
their favor by the treaty of 1783. No reply to 
that part of our note was given by the British 
Plenipotentiaries, but, in returning our projet of a 
a they added a clause to one of the articles, 
stipulating a right for British subjects to navigate 
the Mississippi. Without adverting to the ground 
of prior and immemorial usage, if the principle 
were just that the treaty of 1783, from its peculiar 
character, remained in force in all its parts, not- 
Withstanding the war, no new stipulation was 
necessary to secure to the subjects of Great Brit- 
ain the right of navigating the Mississippi, so far 
as that right was secured by the treaty of 1783, 
as, on the other hand, no stipulation was necessary 
to secure to the people of the United States the 
liberty to fish, and to dry and cure fish, within 
the exclusive jurisdiction of Great Britain. If 
they asked the navigation of the Mississippi as a 
new claim, they could not expect we should grant 
it without an equivalent; if they asked it because 
it had been granted in 1783, they must recognise 
the ciaim of the people of the United States to 
the liberty to fish and to dry and cure fish, in 
question. To place both points beyond all future 
controversy, a majority of us determined to offer 
to admit an article confirming both the rights, or 
we offered at the same time to be silent in tae 
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— upon both, and to leave out altogether the 
article defining the boundary from the Lake of 
the Woods westward. They finally agreed to 
this last proposal, but not until they had proposed 
an article stipulating for a future negotiation for 
an equivalent to be given by Great Britain for 
the navigation of the Mississippi, and by the 
United States for the liberty as to the fisheries 
within British jurisdiction. This article was un- 
necessary with regard to its professed object, since 
both Governments had it in their power, without 
it, to negotiate upon these subjects if they pleased. 
We rejected it, although its adoption would have 
secured the boundary of the forty-ninth degree of 
latitude west of the Lake of the Woods, because 
it would have been a formal abandonment, on our 
part, of our claim to the liberty as to the fisheries, 
recognised by the treaty of 1783. 

ou will perceive by the correspondence, that 
the ninth article was offered us as a sine qua non 
and ap ultimatum. We accepted it, not without 
much hesitation, as the only pheceanien to a rup- 
ture of the negotiation, and with a perfect under- 
standing that our Government was free to reject 
it, as we were not authorized to subscribe to it. 

To guard against any accident which might 
happen in the transmission of a single copy of the 
treaty to the United States, the British Pienipo- 
tentiaries have consented to execute it in tripli- 
cate; and as the treaty with the British ratifica- 
tion may be exposed to the same danger, the 
times for the cessation of hostilities, the restora- 
tion of captures at sea, and the release of prison- 
ers, have been fixed, not from the exchange of 
ratifications, but from the ratification on both sides, 
without alteration by either of the contracting 
parties. We consented to the introduction of 
this latter provision at the desire of the British 
Plenipotentiaries, who were willing to take a full, 
but were unwilling to incur the risk of a partial 
ratification, as the period from which the peace 
should be considered as concluded. 

Weare informed by them that Mr. Baker, their 
secretary, is to go out to America with the Brit- 
ish ratification. 

We have the honor to be, yours, &c. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 

H. CLAY, 

JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

The Secretary or State 
of the United States. 





No. 1. 
The American to the British Plenipotentiaries. 
GuentT, November 10, 1814. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note addressed to them by 
His Britannic Majesty’s Plenipotentiaries on the 
31st ultimo. 

The undersigned had considered an inter- 
change of the projet of a treaty as the course 
best calculated to exclude useless and desulto- 
ry discussion, to confine the attention of both 


parties to the precise objects to be adjusted be- 
tween the two nations, and to hasten the cop. 
clusion of the peace so desirable to both. Bind. 
ing in the note of the British Plenipotentiaries of 
the 21st ultimo a mere reference to the points 
proposed by them in the first conference, with the 
offer of assuming the basis of uli possidetis, on 
which the undersigned had, in substance, already 
declined to treat, they did not consider it as the 
projet of a treaty, presented in compliance with 
their request. They proposed, in their note of 
the 24th ultimo, that the exchange of the two 
projets should be made at the same time. And 
itis not without some surprise that the under. 
signed observe in the note to which they now have 
the honor of replying, that the British Plenipo. 
tentiaries por their note of the 2lst ultimo 
as containing the projet of a treaty, to which the 
undersigned are supposed to be pledged to return 
a contre projet. 

Believing that where both parties are sincerely 
desirous of bringing a negotiation to a happy ter- 
mination, the advantage of giving or of receiving 
the first draught is not ofa magnitude to be made 
a subject of controversy, and convinced that their 
Government is too sincerely desirous of that au- 
spicious result to approve of its being delayed for 
a moment upon any question of etiquette, the 
undersigned have the honor to enclose herewith 
the projet of a treaty, accompanied with some 
observations upon several of the articles, which 
may more fully elucidate their objects in propos- 
ing them. 

The British Plenipotentiaries stated in their 
last note that they had no other propositions to 
offer, nor other demands to make, than those con- 
tained in their note of the 2st ultimo, which, 
with the reference to their former declaration re- 
specting the fisheries, contains only two propo- 
sitions, viz: that of fixing the boundary from the 
Lake of the Woods to the Mississippi; and that 
of adopting, with respect to the other boundaries, 
the basis of uli possidetis. 

In answer to the declaration made by the Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries respecting the fisheries, the 
undersigned, referring to what passed in the con- 
ference of the 9th of August, can only state that 
they are not authorized to bring into discussion 
any of the rights or liberties which the United 
States have heretofore enjoyed in relation there- 
to. From their nature, and from the peculiar 
character of the treaty of 1783, by which they 
were recognised, no further stipulation has been 
deemed necessary by the Government of the Uni: 
ted States to entitle them to the full enjoymen! 
of all of them. 

The undersigned have already, in their las! 
note, explicitly declined treating on the basis 0! 
uli possidetis. They cannot agree to any other 
principle than that of a mutual restoration of ier 
ritory, and have accordingly prepared an article 
founded on that basis. They are willing even 
extend the same principle to the other objects !2 
dispute between the two nations; and in propos 
ing all the other articles included in this projet, 
they wish to be distinctly understood that they 
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are ready to sign a treaty placing the two coun- 
tries, in respect to all the subjects of difference 
between them, in the same state they were in at 
the commencement of the present war; reserving 
to each party all its rights, and leaving whatever 
may remain of controversy between them for 
future and pacific negotiation. 

The British Plenipotentiaries having, in their 
note of the 4th of September, communicated the 
disposition of their Government to receive favor- 
ably a proposition which should ackoowledge the 
boundary from the Lake of the Woods to the 
Mississippi, or to discuss any other line of bound- 
ary which might be submitted for consideration, 
the undersigned answered, that, as soon as the 
proposition of Indian boundary should be dis- 
posed of, they would have no objection, with the 
explanation given by the British Plenipotenti- 
aries, to discuss the subject. 

The Government of the United States had, 
prior to the acquisition of Louisiana, been dis- 
posed to agree to the boundary from the Lake of 
the Woods to the Mississippi, from a wish, not 
only to arrange that subject, but also to settle, in 
a definitive manner, the differences respecting 
the boundary and islands in the bay of Passama- 
quoddy ; and its assent to the proposed stipula- 
tion of that boundary was refused, on account of 
the acquisition of Louisiana, the boundaries of 
which might have been affected by it. ‘I'he un- 
dersigned cannot agree to fix the boundary in that 
quarter, unless that of Louisiana be also provided 
forin the arrangement. They accordingly sub- 
mit for consideration the article on that subject, 
which appears to have been agreed on between 
the British and American Commissioners in the 

projet of convention of the year 1807. 

In respect to the intended revision of the other 
boundaries between the British and American 
territories, with the view to prevent future uncer- 
tainty and dispute, the undersigned propose the 
reference of the whole subject to Commissioners ; 
and they present, accordingly, five articles, drawn 
on the principle formerly adopted by the two 
Powers for settling the question respecting the 
river St, Croix. 

The article already agreed on respecting the 
Indian pacification is included in the projet of the 
undersigned. In conformity with their former 
suggestions, they offer another, intended to re- 
strain the hostilities, and to prevent the employ- 
ment of the savages in war, and one al aucenlty 
granting a general amnesty. The only other sub- 
jects which had been presented by the undersign- 
ed as suitable for discussion, were those respecting 
seamen, blockades, and indemnities. 

Keeping in view the declarations made by 
Lord Radlerengh, in his note of the 29th of Au- 

gust, 1812, to Mr. Russell, and in his letter of the 
4th of November, 1813, to Mr. Monroe, the un- 
dersigned propose only a temporary article, in- 
tended, without affecting the rights or pretensions 
of either country, to attempt to accomplish, by 
means less liable to vexation, the object for which 
impressment has hitherto been thought necessary 
by Great Britain. The proposed agreement be- 





Great Britain. 





ing purely conditional, and limited in duration, 
each party will be bound only so far and so long 
as the other shall fulfil its conditions, and at the 
end of the term fixed for the duration of the arti- 
cle, or whenever either party may fail to perform 
his engagement, the rights of both will be as valid 
and entire as they were before the agreement. 

The article respecting blockades is believed to 
be in perfect conformity with the principles of 
the law of nations, as acknowledged by both na- 
tions. The definition is borrowed from the trea- 
ty of 1801, between Great Britain and Russia, 
and the residue of the article from the unratified 
treaty of 1806, between Great Britain and the 
United States. 

That relating to indemnities consists of two 
parts; the first for irregular seizures, captures, 
and condemnations, of American property, con- 
trary to the established laws and usages of nations, 
previous to the commencement of the war; and 
the second, for similar irregularities, committed 
during the war, and contrary to the known and 
established usages of war between civilized na- 
tions. The cases of the first apply exclusively 
to claims of the citizens of the United States, be- 
cause the causes for such claims were then con- 
fined, by the relative situation of the parties, to 
one side. It is presumed that the British Gov- 
ernment will itself be sensible of the justice of 
making indemnity for injuries committed by its 
officers, in violation of principles avowed and re- 
cognised by itself, particularly in the letter from 
Lord Hawkesbury to Mr. King of the 11th of 
April, 1801; and in that from Mr. Merry to Mr. 
Madison of the 12th of April, 1804; and that the 
same justice will be admitted in cases where the 
territorial jurisdiction of the United States was 
violated; and where the injury was occasioned 
by the retrospective effects of the British Orders 
in Council of June, 1803, as to the return from 
contraband voyages, and of the Orders in Coun- 
cil of January 7, 1807. 

With regard to the Orders in Council of No- 
vember, 1803, and of April, 1809, the undersigned 
will observe, that these orders having been issued 
solely on the ground of retaliation against France, 
and their object having altogether ceased, it is 
just to indemnify the citizens of the United 
States for losses now experienced by the effect 
of measures intended to operate against the enemy 
of Great Britain, and which fell almost exclusive- 
ly on acountry which was no party to the war. 
The United States have never ceased, and at 
this time continue to demand from France, indem- 
nity for the losses they have experienced by the 
effect of the decrees of her Government, in viola- 
tion of the law of nations. 

The cases of the second part of this article ap- 
ply equally to both belligerent parties. They 
have been, during the war, subjects of crimina- 
tion on both sides. The American Government 
can give no stronger and more signal proof of its 
disapprobation of every departure, under color of 
its authority, from the established usages of legit- 
imate warfare between civilized nations, than by 
the offer of mutual reparation. 
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The article fixing a limitation for captures at sea does not seem to require -~ comment, 


The undersigned present their entire projet in this specific form, with the fu 


expectation of re. 


ceiving from the British Plenipotentiaries their explicit answer respecting all the articles em- 
braced in it, and a projet also reduced to specific propositions and embracing all the objects which 


oz intend to bring forward. 


he undersigned renew to the British Plenipotentiaries the assurances of their high consider- 


ation. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 

H. CLAY, 

JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


To the PLenirorentiarizes of His Britannic Mujesty, §c. 





No. 2. 


Copy a, a projet of a Treaty of Peace submitted by the American to the British Plenipotentiaries 
at Ghent, on the 10th day of November, 1814, and of the alterations and propositions made by the 
latter in the margin of the said projet, returned by them to the American Plenipotentiaries. 


TREATY OF PEACE AND AMITY BETWEEN HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


His Britannic Majesty and the United States of 
America, desirous of terminating the war which has 
unhappily subsisted between the two countries, and of 
restoring, upon principles of perfect reciprocity, peace, 
friendship, and good understanding between them, 
have, for that purpose, appointed their respective pleni- 

tentiaries, that is to say, His Britannic Majesty, on 

is part, has appointed the Right Honorable James 
Lord Gambier, Admiral of the White Squadron of 
His Majesty’s fleet; Henry Goulburn, Esq., a member 
of the se Parliament, and Under Secretary of 
State, and William Adams, Esquire, Doctor of Civil 
Laws; and the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, has 
oe John Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, 

enry Clay, Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin, 
citizens of the United States, who, after a reciprocal 
communication of their respective full powers, have 
agreed upon the following articles: 


Articie 1. 


There shall be a firm and universal peace between 
His Britannic Majesty and the United States, and be- 
tween their respective countries, territories, cities, 
towns, and people, of every degree, without exception 
of a) persons or places. All hostilities, both by sea 
and land, shall immediately cease ; (2) all prisoners 
on both sides shall be set at liberty.* All territory, 
places, and possessions, without exception, taken by 
(3) either party from (4) the other during the war, or 
which may be taken after the signing of this treaty, 
shall be restored without delay and without causing 
any destruction, or carrying away any artillery or 
other public property, or any slaves (5) or other pri- 
vate property ; (6) and all archives, records, deeds, 
and papers, either of a public nature or belonging to 

rivate persons, which, in the course of the war, may 

ave fallen into the hands of the officers of either par- 

ty, shall be (7) forthwith restored, and delivered to the 

per authorities and persons to whom they respect- 
ively belong. 


Anrticie 2. 


Immediately after the respective ratifications of this 
treaty, (2) orders shall be sent to the armies, squad- 
rons, officers, subjects, and citizens of the two Powers, 
to cease from all hostilities; and to prevent all causes 
of complaint which might arise on account of the 


British Alterations. 


The following marginal remarks and alterations 
were made and propused by the British Plenipoten. 
tiaries. 

Note.—It is proposed to omit altogether the words 
that are underlined. 


(1) Places or 

(2) after the exchange of the ratifications as here- 
after mentioned. 

* It is thought more advisable that the provision re- 
specting prisoners of war should be the subject of a 
separate article. The draught of an article on this 
subject is subjoined. 

(3) belonging to 

(4) and taken by 

(5) of the 

(6) originally captured in the said forts or places, and 
which shall remain therein upon the exchange of the 
ratifications of this treaty. 

(7) as far as may be practicable. 


(2) shall be exchanged. 


|= 


SESESESEESY. || 


tca | 
the 1 
by t 
to t 


1385 


APPENDIX. 


1386 





Relations with Great Britain. 








prizes which may be taken at sea, after the (3) signing 
of this treaty, it is reciprocally agreed that the vessels 
and effects which may be taken in the channel, and in 
the North seas after the space of , from (1) that 
of the signature hereof, shall be restored on each side ; 
that the term shall be ——, from the channel and the 
North seas to the Canary islands inclusively, (2) whe- 
ther in the ocean or the Mediterranean, of from 
the said Canary islands to the equinoctial line, or 
Equator, and of —— in all other parts of the world 
without exception. 








ArtTIcie 3. 


Whereas that portion of the boundary between the 
dominions of His Britannic Majesty in North Amer- 
ica and those of the United States, from the mouth of 
the river St. Croiz (as the said mouth was ascertained 
by the Commissioners appointed for that purpose,) 
to the Bay of Fundy, has not yet been regulated and 
determined ; and whereas the respective rights and 
claims of His Britannic Majesty and of the United 
States to the several islands in the Bay of Passama- 
on and to the island of Grand Menan, have never 

een fnally adjusted and determined, the said islands 
being claimed on the part of the United States as ly- 
ing within twenty leagues of their shores, and south 
ef a line drawn den east from the mouth af the river 

. Croix: and on the part of His Britannic Majesty 
as having been, at or before the former treaty of peace 
between the two countrics, within the limits of the 
province of Nova Scotia. In order, therefore, finally 
to decide these several questions, it is agreed that they 
shall be referred to three Commissioners, to be ap- 
pointed in the following manner, viz: one Commis- 
sioner shall be appointed by His Britannic Majesty, 
and one by the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, and 

the said two Commissioners shall have power to choose 
a third; and, if they cannot agree, they shall each 
propose one person ; and of the two names so proposed 
one shall be drawn by lot, in the presence of the two 
original Commissioners. And the three Commission- 
ers so appointed shall be sworn impartially to exam- 
ine and decide the said questions, according to such 
evidence as shall respectively be laid before them, on 
the part of the British Government and of the United 
States. The said Commissioners shall meet at —~, 
and shall have power to adjourn to such other place or 
places as they shall think fit. The said Commission- 
ers, or a majority of them, shall, by a declaration un- 
der their hands and seals, determine the bou 
aforesaid, from the mouth of the river St. Croix to 

Bay of Fundy, and decide to which of the two 
me arties the several islands aforesaid do 
respectively belong, in conformity with the true intent 
of the former treaty of peace. And both parties agree 
to consider such decision as final and conclusive. 


(3) exchange of ratifications. 


(1) the period of the exchange of the ratifications. 





(2) The same term of 
iterranean. 


for all parts of the Med- 


ARTICLE 3. 


Whereas it was stipulated by the second article in 
the Treaty of Peace of 1783, between His Britannic 
Majesty and the United States of America, that the 
boundary of the United States should comprehend “all 
islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores 
of the United States, and lying between lines to be 
drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid 
boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part and 
East Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the 
Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic ocean, excepting 
such islands as now or heretofore have been within the 
limits of Nova Scotia.”” And whereas claims have 
been made by the Government of the United States to 
certain islands in the Bay of Fundy, which said isl- 
ands are claimed as belonging to His Britannic Majes- 
ty, as having been at the time and previous to the 
aforesaid Treaty of 1783, within the limits of the pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia. In order, therefore, finally to 
decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall 
be referred to two Commissioners to be appointed in 
the foliowing manner, viz: one Commissioner shall be 
appointed by His Britannic Majesty, and one by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate thereof, and the said two 
Commissioners so appointed shall be sworn impartially 
to examine and decide upon the said claims, according 
to such evidence as shall be laid before them on the 
part of His Britannic Majesty and of the United 
States, respectively. The said Commissioners shall 
meet at , and shall have power to adjourn to such 
other place or places as they shall think fit. The said 
Commissioners shall, by a declaration or report under 
their hands and seals, decide to which of the two con- 
tracting parties the several islands aforesaid do respect- 
ively belong, in conformity with the true intent of the 
said Treaty of Peace of 1783; and if the said Com- 
missioners shall agree in their decision, both parties 
shall consider such decision final and conclusive. 

It is further agreed that, in the event of the two 
Commissioners differing upon all or any of the matters 
so referred to them, or in the event of both or either 
of the said Commissioners refusing or declining, or 
wilfully omitting to act as such, they shall make, 
jointly or separately, a report or reports, as well to the 
Government of His Britannic Majesty as to that of 
the United States, stating in detail the points on which 
they differ, and the grounds upon which their respect- 
ive opinions have been formed, or the grounds upon 
which they, or either of them, have so refused, de- 
clined, or omitted to act. And His Britannic Majesty 
and the Government of the United States hereby agree 
to refer the report or reports of the said Commission- 
ers to some friendly Sovereign or State, to be then 
named for that purpose, and who shall be requested to 
decide on the differences which may be stated in the 
said report or reports, or upon the report of one Com- 
missioner, together with the grounds upon which the 
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ArTicie 4. 


Whereas, neither that point of the Highlands, lying 
due north from the source of the river St. Croix, and 
designated in the former treaty of peace between the 
two Powers, as the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
nor the northwesternmost head of Connecticut river, 
has yet been ascertained ; and whereas that part of the 
boundary line between the dominions of the two Pow- 
ers, which extends from the source of the river St. 
Croix, directly, north to the above-mentioned north- 
west angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the said 
Highlands which divide those rivers that empty them- 
selves into the river St. Lawrence from those which 
fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the northwesternmost 
head of Connecticut river, thence down along the mid- 
dle of that river to the forty-fifth degree of north lati- 
tude, thence by a line due west on said latitude, until 
it strikes the river Iroquois, or Cataraquy, has not yet 
been surveyed; it is agreed that for these several pur- 
poses (1) three Commissioners shall be appointed, 
sworn, (mutatis mutandis,) and authorized to act ex- 
actly in the manner directed, with respect to those 
mentioned in the next preceding article. (2) The 
said Commissioners shall meet at , and shall have 
power to adjourn to such other place or places as they 
shall think fit. ‘The said Commissioners, or a majority 
of them, shall have power to ascertain and determine 
the points abovementioned, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the said treaty of peace, (3) and shall 
cause the boundary aforesaid, from the source of the 
river St. Croix to the river Iroquois, or Cataraquy, to 
be surveyed and marked according to the said provis- 
ions. The said Commissioners, or a majority of them, 
shall make a map of the said boundary, and annex to 
it a declaration under their hands and seals, certifying 
it to be the true map of the said boundary, and par- 
ticularizing the latitude and longitude of the north- 
west angle of Nova Scotia, of the northwesternmost 
head of Connecticut river, and of such other points of 
the said boundary as they may deem proper. And 
both parties agree to consider such map and declara- 
tion as finally and conclusively fixing the said bound- 
ary, (4) 





Arricire 5. 


Whereas, by the former Treaty of Peace, that portion 
of the boundary of the United States, from the point 
where the forty-fifth degree of north latitude strikes the 
river Iroquois, or Cataraquy, to the Lake Superior was 
declared to be, “ Along the middle of said river into 
Lake Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it 
strikes the communication by water between that lake 
and Lake Erie; thence, along the middle of said com- 
munication, into Lake Erie, through the middle of said 


other Commissioner shall have so refused, declined, or 
omitted to act, as the case may be. And if the Com. 
missioner so refusing, declining, or omitting to act 
shall also wilfully omit to state the grounds upon which 
he has so done, in such manner that the said state. 
ment may be referred to such friendly Sovereign or 
State, together with the report of such other Commig- 
sioner, then such Sovereign or State shall decide ex 
— upon the said report alone, and His Britannic 

ajesty and the Government of the United States ep. 
gage to consider the decision of such friendly Sover. 
eign or State to be final and conclusive on all the mat. 
ters so referred. 


Arricie 4. 


(1) Two 


(2) unless otherwise specified in the present article. 


(3) 1783 


(4) And in the event of the said two Commission- 
ers differing, or both or either of them refusing, de- 
clining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, dec- 
larations, or statements, shall be made by them, or 
either of them, and such reference to a friendly Sover- 
eign or State, shall be made in all respects as in the 
latter part of the third article is contained, and in a 
full a manner as if the same was herein repeated. 


Arricis 5. 
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Jake, until it arrives at the water communication into 
the Lake Huron; thence, through the middle of said 
lake to the water communication between that lake 
and Lake Superior.” And whereas doubts have arisen 
what was the middle of said river, lakes, and water 
communications, and whether certain islands lying in 
the same were within the dominions of His Britannic 
Majesty or of the United States: In order, therefore, 
finally to decide these questions, (1) they shall be re- 
ferred to (2) three Commissioners, to be appointed, 
sworn, (mutatis mutandis) and authorized to act, ex- 
actly in the manner directed with respect to those men- 
tioned in the next preceding article.(3) The said 
Commissioners shall meet, in the first instance, at ' 
and shall have power to adjourn to such other place or 
places as they shall think fit. The said Commission- 
ers, or a majority of them, shall, by a (4) declaration, 
under their hands and seals, designate the boundary 
through the said river, lakes, and water communica- 
tions, and decide to which of the two contracting par- 
ties the several islands lying within the said rivers, 
lakes, and water communications, do respectively be- 
long, in conformity with the true intent of the (5) 
former Treaty of Peace. And both parties agree to 
consider such (6) decision as final and conclusive. (7) 





ArtTicits 6, 


It is further agreed, that the said (1) last mentioned 
Commissioners, after they shall have executed the du- 
ties assigned to them in the preceding article, shall be, 
and they, or a majority of them, are hereby, authorized, 
upon their oaths, impartially to fix and determine, ac- 
cording to the true intent of the said former (2) Treaty 
of Peace, that part of the boundary between the domin- 
ions of the two Powers, which extends from the water 
communication between Lake Huron and Lake Supe- 
rior to the most northwestern point of the Lake of the 
Woods ; to decide to which of the two parties the sev- 
eral islands lying in the lakes, water communications, 
and rivers, forming the said boundary, do respectively 
belong, in conformity with the true intent of the said 
former Treaty of Peace, (3) and to cause such parts of 
the said boundary as require it to be surveyed and 
marked. ‘The said Commissioners, or a majority of 
them, shall, by a (4) declaration under their hands and 
seals, designate the boundary aforesaid, state their de- 
cisions on the (5) questions thus referred to them, and 
particularize the latitude and longitude of the most 
northwestern point of the Lake of the Woods, and of 
such other (6) points on the said boundary as they 
may deem proper. And both parties agree to consider 
such (7) decision as final and conclusive. (8) 


ARTICLE 7. 


The several Boards of (1) Commissioners mentioned 
in the four preceding articles shall, respectively, have 
power to appoint a secretary, and to employ such sur- 
veyors or other persons as they shall judge necessary. 
Duplicates of (2) their respective (3) declarations (4) 
and decisions of the statement (5) of their accounts and 
of the journal of their proceedings, shall be delivered 
by them to the agents of His Britannic Majesty, and 
the agents of the United States, who may be respect- 
ively appointed and authorized to manage the business 
on behalf of their respective Governments. The said 
Commissioners shall be respectively paid in such man- 
ner as shall be agreed between the two (6) parties, such 





(1) doubts (2) two 


(3) unless otherwise specified in this present article. 


(4) report or 

(5) said treaty of 1783. 

(6) designation and 

(7) And in the event of the said two Commissioners 
differing, or both, or either of them, refusing, declining, 
or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations, 
or statements shall be made by them, or either of them, 
and such reference to a friendly Sovereign or State 
shall be made, in all respects, as in the latter part of 
the third article is contained, and in as full a manner 
as if the same was herein repeated. 


Articte 6, 


(1) two 


(2) of 1783 


(3) of 1783 

(4) report or 

(5) points 

(6) parts of 

(7) designation and 

(8) And in the event of the said two Commissioners 
differing, or both, or either of them, refusing, declining, 
or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations, 
or statements shall be made by them, or either of them, 
and such reference to a friendly Sovereign or State 
shall be made, in all respects, as in the latter part of 
the third article is contained, and in as full a manner 
as if the same was herein repeated. 


ARTICLE 7. 
(1) two 
(2) all (3) reports (4) statements 
(5) and 


(6) contracting 
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agreement being to be settled at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty. And all other 
expenses attending the said commissions shall be de- 
frayed (7) jointly by the two parties, the same being 
previously ascertained and allowed by the majority of 
the Commissioners. And in the case of death, sick- 
ness, resignation, or necessary absencé, the place of 
every such Commissioner, respectively, shall be sup- 
pl in the same manner as such Commissioner was 
rst appointed ; and the new Commissioner shall take 
the same oath or affirmation, and do the same duties. 

It is further agreed between the two (8) parties, that 
in case any of the islands mentioned in any of the pre- 
ceding articles which were in the possession of one of 
the parties prior to the commencement of the present 
war between the two countries, should, by the decision 
of any of the Boards of Commissioners aforesaid, (9) 
fall within the dominions of the other party, all grants 
of land made previous to that time by the party having 
had such ion, shall be as valid as if such island 
or, islands had, by such decision or decisions, been ad- 
judged to be within the dominions of the party having 
had such possession. 


Artictiez 8. 


It is agreed that a line drawn due north or south, 
(as the case may be,) from the most northwestern 
point of the Lake of the Woods, until it shall intersect 
the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, and from the 
point of such intersection, due west along and with the 
said parallel, shall be the dividing line between His 
Majesty’s territories and those of the United States to 
the westward of the said lake, as far as the said re- 
spective territories extend in that quarter, and that the 
said line shall to that extent form the southern boun- 
dary of His Majesty’s said territories, and the northern 
boundary of the said territories of the United States: 
Provided, that nothing in the present article shail be 
construed to extend to the northwest coast of America, 
or to the territories mt fae to, or clai. by, either 


on the continent of America to the westward a 
the Stony Mountains. f 
Arricie 9, 


The United States of America engage to put an end, 
immediately after the ratification of the present treaty, 
to hostilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians 
with whom they may be at war at the time of such 
ratification, and forthwith to restore to such tribes or 
nations respectively all the possessions, rights, and 
privileges, which they may have enjoyed or been enti- 
tled to, in 1811, previous to such hostilities. 

Provided, always, That such tribes or nations shall 
agree to desist from all hostilities against the United 
States of America, their citizens and subjects, upon 
the ratification of the present treaty being notified * to 
such tribes or nations, and shall so desist accordingly. 

And His Britannic Majesty engages on his part to 
put an end, immediately after the ratification of the 
present treaty, to hostilities with all the tribes or na- 
tions of Indians with whom he may be at war at the 
time of such ratification, and forthwith to restore to 
such tribes or nations respectively ell the possessions, 


(7) equally 


(8) contracting 


(9) or of the Sovereign or State so referred to, as in 
many of the preceding articles contained. 


Artic 8. 


It is agreed that a line drawn due west from the 
Lake of the Woods, along forty-ninth parallel of north 
latitude, shall be the line of demarcation between His 
Britannic Majesty’s territories and those of the United 
States to the westward of the said lake, so far as the 
terrritories of the United States extend in that quarter; 
and the said line shall, to that extent, form the southern 
boundary of His Britannic Majesty’s territories, and 
the northern boundary of the territories of the United 
States. It being always distinctly understood, that 
nothing in the present article shall be construed to ex- 
tend to the northwest coast of America, or to territories 
belonging to, or claimed by, either party on the conti- 
nent of America westward of the Stony Mountains; 
(and it is further agreed the subjects of His Britannic 
Maj shall at all times have access) from His Bri- 
annic Majesty’s territories, by land or inland navig:- 
tion, into the aforesaid territories of the United States 
to the river Mississippi, with their goods, effects, and 
merchandise, and that His Britannic Majesty’s sub- 
jects shall have and enjoy the free navigation of the 
said river. 


Articie 9. 


Approved. 
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rights, and privileges, which they may have enjoyed or 
been entitled to in 1811, previous to such hostilities. 
Provided, always, That such tribes or nations shall 





agree to desist from all hostilities against His Britan- 4 
nic Majesty and his subjects, upon the ratification of 
the present treaty being notified to such tribes or na- A 


tions, and shall so desist accordingly. 


ArTicie 10. Aaricre 10. 


His Britannic Majesty and the United States shall, 
by all the means in their power, restrain the Indians 
living within their respective dominions from commit- 
ting hostilities against the territory, citizens, or sub- 
jects of the other party. And both Powers also agree, 
and mutually pledge themselves, if at any time war 
should unhappily break out between them, not to em- 
ploy any Indians, nor to admit of their aid and co- 
operation in the prosecution of the war against the 


other party. 


Inadmissible. 


ArTicie 11. Anrticte ll. 


Each party shall effectually exclude from its naval 
and commercial service all seamen, seafaring or other 
persons, subjects or citizens of the other party, not 
naturalized by the respective Governments of the two 
parties before the day of 

Seamen or other persons, subjects of either party, 
who shall desert from public or private ships or ves- i 4 
sels, shall, when found within the jurisdiction of either Inadmissible. 








| party, be surrendered, provided they be demanded 


within —— from the time of their desertion. 
No person whatever shall, upon the high seas, and 


: without the jurisdiction of either party, be demanded 


or taken out of any ship or vessel belonging to the sub- 
jects or citizens of one of the parties, by the public or 
private armed ships or vessels belonging to, or in the 
service of the other, unless such person be at the time in 
the actual employment of an enemy of such other party. 

This article shall continue in force for the term of 
years. Nothing in this article contained shall be 
construed thereafter to affect or impair the rights of 
either party. 





Articre 12. Anticte 12. 


If either of the contracting parties shall hereafter be 
engaged in war against any third Power, to which war 
the other of the parties shall remain neutral, it is agreed 


_ that every vessel of the neutral party, sailing for a port 


or place belonging to the enemy of the belligerent, 
without knowing that the same is besieged, blockaded, 
orinvested, may be turned away from such port or place, 
but shall not be detained, nor her cargo, if not contra- 
band, be confiscated, unless, after such notice, she 
shall again attempt to enter; but she shall be permit- 
ted to go to any other port or place she may think Inadmissible. 
proper. Nor shall any vessel or goods of either party, 
that may have entered into such port or place before 
the same was besieged, blockaded, or invested by the 
other, and be found therein after the reduction or sur- 
render of such place, be liable to confiscation, but shall 
be restored to the proprietors thereof; and in order to 
determine what characterizes a blockaded port, that 
denomination is given only to a port where there is, 
by the disposition of the Power which attacks it with 
ships stationary or sufficiently near, an evident danger 
in entering. 


Arricie 13. Angticie 13. 
It is agreed that indemnity shall be made by His 
Britannic Majesty to the citizens of the United States 
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for all losses and damage sustained by them during the 
late war between Great Britain and France, and prior 
to the commencement of the present war, by reason of Th 
irregular or illegal captures, seizures, or condemnations _ on bo 
of vessels and other property, under color of authority, | excha 
contrary to the known and established rules of the law — ratific 
of nations. space 
And it is also agreed, that indemnity shall be made  sible.( 
by each of the contracting parties to the subjects or [In 
citizens of the other party, for all losses and damages ties, 
sustained subsequent to the commencement of the | affixe 
present war, by reason of the seizure or condemnation _ Do 
of the vessels or cargoes belonging to the subjects or F € 
citizens of the one party, which, in the ordinary course F 
of commerce, happened, at the commencement of hos- | Drau 
tilities, to he in the ports of the other party, and by 
reason of the destruction of unfortified towns, and the é All 
pillage or destruction of private property, and the en- land 
ticement and carrying away of negroes, contrary to the after | 
known and established rules and usages of war between | chang 
civilized nations. have 
It is agreed that, for the purpose of determining the tracti 
indemnities due by each contracting party, in con- speci 
formity with the provisions of this article, Commis- other 
sioners shall be appointed in the following manner, Inadmissible. prio 
viz: one Commissioner shall be named by His Britan- Tr 
nic Majesty, and one by the President of the United ain 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- os 
ate thereof, and the said two Commissioners shall ° 
agree in the choice of a third ; or, if they cannot agree, 
they shall each propose one person, and of the two 
names so proposed one shall be taken by lot, in the 
presence of the two original Commissioners, and the 
three Commissioners thus appointed shall be sworn, 
and authorized, and empowered, impartially to exam- 
ine into all such claims and complaints, and to deter- 
mine the indemnities which may be justly due for the Th 
same. the n 
The said Commissioners shall meet at ——, and ed by 
shall have power to adjourn to such other place or _ Josta 
places as they shall think fit; they shall also have Tl 
power to appoint a secretary, swear and examine wit- | conv 
nesses, and have all assistance and facilities necessary | turn 
to effect the object of their appointment. - and: 
The award of the said Commissioners, or a majority ' itis: 
of them, shall in all cases be final and conclusive, both the t 
as to the justice of the claim, and as to the amount of imm 
the sum to be paid to the claimant and claimants. confi 
And His Britannic Majesty and the United States tiatic 
agree and undertake to cause the sums so awarded to cone 
be due by them respectively, to be paid in specie to appe 
such claimant and claimants without deduction, and at cout: 
such place or places, time or times, as shall be awarded sible 
by the Commissioners. 
cere 
Articre 14. Anricxe 14. His 
| dista 
It is also agreed, that no person or persons residing ente 
within the dominions of one of the parties, who may the 
have taken part with the other party in the war be- shot 
tween Great Britain and the United States, shall, on Inadmissible : V 
that account, be prosecuted, molested, or annoyed, : ticle 
either in his person or property, and that all such per- mat 
sons disposed to remove into the dominions of the rest 
other party, shall be allowed the term of months pres 
freely to sell their property, of every nature and de-  witl 
scription whatever, and to remove accordingly thes 
ente 
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Articre 15. 


This Treaty, when the same shall have been ratified 
on both sides, and the respective ratifications mutually 
exchanged, shall be binding on both parties, and the 
ratifications shall be exchanged at (1) in the 
space of months from this day, or sooner if pos- 
sible.(2) 

In faith whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentia- 
ries, have signed this Treaty, and have thereunto 
affixed our seals. 

Done at Ghent, this day of 

eight hundred and fourteen. 














, one thousand 


Draught of article to be inserted immediately after 
article 2 of the American projet. 


All prisoners of war, taken on either side, as well by 
land as by sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable 
after the ratifications of this Treaty shall have been ex- 
changed, on their paying the debts which they may 
have contracted during their captivity. The two con- 
tracting parties respectively engage to discharge in 
specie the advances which may have been made by the 
other, for the sustenance and maintenance of such 
prisoners. 


Arricie 15. 


(1) Washington, with all practicable despatch. 
(2) Practicable. 


True copy of the projet submitted by the American to the British Ministers; and also of the marginal 
changes, propositions, and remarks, made by the latter on returning their answer to the American Ministers’ 


note communicating said projet of a Treaty. 


CHRISTOPHER HUGHES, Jr., 
Secretary of American Mission Extraordinary. 





No. 3. 
The British to the American Ministers. 


Guent, November 26, 1814. 

The undersigned have had the honor to receive 
the note and projet of a Treaty of Peace, present- 
ed by the American Plenipotentiaries on the 10th 
instant. 

The undersigned are of opinion that the most 
convenient course for them to adopt will be to re- 
turn this projet, with their marginal alteratio..s 
and suggestions on the several articles of which 
itis composed. The existing differences between 
the two Governments will thus be brought more 
immediately in view, and it is hoped that, by 
confining the discussions to one projet, the nego- 
tiations may sooner be brought to a favorable 
conclusion. The first part of the tenth article 
appears to be unnecessary, and the stipulation 
coutained in the whole of it altogether inadmis- 
sible. Though His Majesty’s Government sin- 
cerely hopes that a renewal of the war between 
His Majesty and the United States may be far 
distant, yet the undersigned cannot consent to 
enter into any engagement as to what shall be 
the conduct of their Government if such a war 
should unfortunately occur. 

With respect to the eleventh and twelfth ar- 
ticles, His Majesty’s Government has strongly 
manifested its sincere disposition to the speedy 
restoration of peace, by agreeing, under all the 
present circumstances, to conclude the treaty 
without any stipulation on the points to which 
these articles relate. Noadvantage can arise from 
entering into discussions, upon a successful re- 
sult of which the American Plenipotentiaries 


have stated more than once that they will not 
make the conclusion of the peace at all to depend. 

With respect to the thirteenth article. the in- 
demnifications proposed by it, as applied to the 
actual circumstances of the war, are so unprece- 
dented and objectionable, that any further perse- 
verance of the American Plenipotentiaries in 
requiring them is not anticipated by the under- 
signed: if, however, contrary to expectation, in- 
demnifications of this kind should be required, all 
hope of bringing the negotiations to a favorable 
issue must prove abortive. The undersigned are 
instructed explicitly to declare that as their Gov- 
ernment makes no claim on account of losses sus- 
tained by British subjects arising cut of a war 
declared by the United States, so neither can their 
Government agree to make compensation for 
losses sustained in such a war by the American 
people. 

The undersigned are, however, willing to agree 
to a stipulation by which it shall be provided that 
the courts of justice in each country shall be open 
to the just demands of the respective people, and 
that no obstruction be thrown in the way of their 
recovery of the rights, claims, or debts of any kind, 
respectively due or belonging to them. 

With respect to the fourteenth article, the un- 
dersigned do not concur in the necessity for any 
such stipulation as is there proposed. 

The undersigned think proper toadd that, with 
respect to the particular alterations suggested by 
them in various articles of the projet, they are 
ready to enter into such explanations as may be 
required of them, with the sincere desire of en- 
deavoring to reconcile the pretensions brought 
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forward on the part of their respective Govern- | any specific provision with respect to those two 


ments. 

The undersigned have forborne to insist upon 
the basis of ui possidetis, to the advantage of 
which they consider their country fully entitled. 
But should this negotiation terminate in a way 
contrary to their hopes and just expectations, they 
must protest against any claim or demand being 
urged by the American Government in any future 
negotiation, in consequence of the facilities which 
His Majesty’s Government have now shown 
themselves willing to afford to the speedy resto- 
ration of peace. 

The undersigned avail themselves of the pres- 
ent opportunity to renew to the Plenipotentiaries 
of the United States the assurances of their high 


consideration. 
GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 





No. 4. 
The American to the British Ministers. 


Guent, November 30, 1814. 

The undersigned have had the honor to receive 
the note of the British Plenipotentiaries of the 
26th instant, together with their marginal altera- 
tions and suggestions on the several articles of 
the projet of a treaty of peace proposed by the un- 
dersigned. 

The undersigned consent that the day of the 
exchange of the ratifications be substituted to that 
of the signature of the treaty at the time for the 
cessation of hostilities, and for regulating the pe- 
riods after which prizes at sea shall be restored: 
it being understood that measures shall be adopt- 
ed fora ey exchange of ratifications, and that 
the periods in the second article shall be fixed in 
a manner Senne with this alteration. 

The undersigned will also agree to the new ar- 
ticle respecting prisoners, and to the mode of re- 
ference proposed by the British Plenipotentiaries 
in the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh arti- 
cles, instead of that which had been proposed by 
the undersigned. But in order to prevent delay, 
they will suggest that a time be fixed within 
which the Commissioners shall make their deci- 
sions and reports. 

They will decline insisting upon the tenth, 
twelfth, and fourteenth articles, and upon so much 
of the thirteenth article as relates to indemnities 
for losses and damages sustained subsequent to 

e commencement of the present war. They 
wish to discuss the cases of vessels and property 
in port when war was declared or known ; and 
have the honor to enclose a copy of the provision 
made in that respect by the United States. They 
will also waive the residue of that (the thirteenth) 
article, and the eleventh article, it being under- 
stood that the rights of both Powers on the sub- 
ject of seamen, and the claims of the citizens and 
subjects of the two contracting parties to indem- 
nities for losses and damages sustained prior to 
the commencement of the war, shall not be affect- 
ed or impaired by the omission in the treaty of 


subjects. 

lu forbearing to insist upon the discussion of 
subjects deeply involving interests important ty 
their country, and upon which the undersigned 
view the proposals offered by them for considera. 
tion as founded on principles the most moderate 
and conciliatory, they give the strongest evidence 
of the anxious wish of their Government that the 
negotiation should be brought to a happy issue, 

incerely porttoiptiog in the desire expressed 
by the British Plenipotentiaries of endeavoring to 
reconcile the pretensions of both Governments 
on the few subjects remaining for discussion, the 
undersigned have also assented to most of the al. 
terations proposed by the British Plenipotentiaries 
to those parts of the projet which they have no 
entirely rejected. Tosome of these alterations the 
undersigned are compelled, by their duty, to ob. 
ject. They have already stated, and now repeat, 
that, whilst requiring of Great Britain no sacrifice 
whatever, the Government of the United Siates 
has not authorized the undersigned to agree to any 
stipulation involving any cession of territory, o 
the dereliction of any of the essential rights of the 
people of the United States. 
he objections of the undersigned are to one of 

the alterations suggested by the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries in the first article; to some parts of the 
preamble of the third article, and to the eighth 
article; and they have also some other verbal 
alterations to suggest. They request a conference, 
at such time and as as may suit the British 
Plenipotentiaries, for the purpose of discussing 
those points, and of agreeing on the places and 
time left in blank in several of the articles. 

The undersigned renew to the British Pleni- 
potentiaries the assurance of their high conside- 


ration. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Extract of a law of the United States, passed July 6, 
1812, 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to give, at any time within six months 
after the passage of this act, passports for the sale 
transportation of any ship, or other property be: 
longing to British subjects, and which is now 
within the limits of the United States. 





No. 5. 
The British to the American Ministers. 
Guent, November 30, 1814. 

The undersigned have the honor toacknowledge 
the receipt of the note addressed to them by he 
American Plenipotentiaries, and, in compliance 
with their request for a conference, shall be hap- 
py to receive them at the Chartreux to-morrow 
at 12 o’clock. 


The undersigned request the American Pleai- 
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tentiaries to accept the assurance of their high 


ideration. 
y considera GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 





No. 6. 


Protocol of a Conference held the Ist December, 1814, 
at Ghent. 

At aconference held this day, the American 
Plenipotentiaries proposed the following altera- 
tions in their jet, as amended by the British 
Plenipotentiaries, 

1st. In article 1, strike out the alteration con- 
sisting of the words “ belonging to,” and “ taken 
by,” and ee the original reading, viz; “ tak- 
en by either party from the other.” 

This alteration was objected to by the British 
Plenipotentiaries, and, after some discussion, re- 
served by them for the consideration of their 
_ Government. 

_ 2d. Transpose alteration consisting of the words 


ae . Se a > 


gee oe, ee 
A RRR ERR, EM epee 


B “originally captured in the said ports or places, 
_ and which shall remain therein upon the exchange 
_ of the ratifications of this treaty,” after the words 


+ “public property.” Agreed to by the British 


_ Plenipotentiaries. 


_ 3d. Article 2d. The term to be fifteen days in 
_ the Channel, in the North seas, in all parts of the 
_ Atlantic ocean to the equinoctial line or equator, 
| and in all parts of the Mediterranean. Two 


' months in the Atlantic ocean to the latitude of 


_ Cape of Good Hope, and three months in all other 
| parts of the world. 

_ In lieu of this alteration, the British Plenipo- 
| tentiaries proposed the following, viz: “ That all 
_ vessels and effects, which may be taken after. the 

space of twelve days from the period of the ex- 
change of the said ratifications, and all parts of 
_ the coasts of North America, from the latitude 
of twenty-three degrees north, to the latitude of 
forty-seven degrees north, and as far eastward in 
the Atlantic ocean as the sixty-third degree of 

_ west longitude from the meridian of Greenwich, 

shall be restored on each side. That the time 
shall be thirty days in all other parts of the At- 
lantie ocean, as far eastward as the entrance of 
the British channel, and southward, as far as the 
 equinoctial line or equator, and the same time for 
the Gulf of Mexico and all parts of the West 
Indies. Forty days for the British channel and 
the North seas. The same time for all parts of 
the Mediterranean, and one hundred and fifty 
days for all other parts of the world without ex- 
ception.” Which was reserved by the American 

Plenipotentiaries for consideration. 
4th. Article 3d. After the words “all islands 
within twenty leagues of,” insert “any part of,” 
and substitute “points” for “point” after the 
words “to be drawn dueeast fromthe.” Agreed 

_ to by the British Plenipotentiaries. 
Sth. Article 3. Strike out the words “ whereas 
claims have been made by the Government of the 


United States to certain islands in the Bay of 


Fundy,” and insert, “ whereas the several islands 
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in the Bay of Passamaquoddy, which is part of 
the Bay of Fundy, and the island of Great Menan, 
in the said Bay of Fundy, are claimed by the 
United States as being comprehended within their 
aforesaid boundaries.” Agreed to by the British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

6th. Article 7th. In the alteration consisting of 
the words “or of the Sovereign or State so reter- 
red, to as in many of the preceding articles con- 
tained,” substitute “any” to “many.” 

Not insisted on, the British Plenipotentiaries 
consenting to substitute the words, “the four 
next,” for the marginal words, “ many of the.” 

7th. Articles 3, 4, 5, and 6, provide that the de- 
cision of the Commissioners shall be made within 
a limited time. Objected to by the British Plen- 
ipotentiaries. 

8th. Article Sth. Substitute after the words 
‘to the westward of the said lake so far as,” the 
words “ their said respective territories,” instead 
of the words “ the territories of the United States.” 
Agreed to by the British Plenipotentiaries. 

9th. Article 8th. Strike out from the words 
“and it is further agreed” to the end. Reserved 
by the British Plenipotentiaries for the consider- 
ation of their Government. 

10th. The American Plenipotentiaries also 
proposed the following amendment to article 8th, 
viz: “ The inhabitants of the United States shall 
continue to enjoy the liberty to take, dry, and cure 
fish in places within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
Great Britain, as secured by the former treaty of 
peace ; and the navigation of the river Mississip- 
pi within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States shall remain free and open to the subjects 
of Great Britain, in the manner secured by the 
said treaty ; and it is further agreed, that the sub- 
jects of His Britannic Majesty shall, at all times, 
have access from such place as may be selected 
for that purpose in His Britannic Majesty’s afore- 
said territories, west, and within three hundred 
miles of the Lake of the Woods, in the aforesaid 
territories of the United States, to the river Mis- 
sissippi, in order to enjoy the benefit of the nav- 
igation of that river with their goods, effects, and 
merchandise, whose importation into the said 
States shall not be entirely prohibited, on the 
payment of the same duties as would be payable 
on the importation of the same into the Atlante 
ports of the said States, and on conforming with 
the usual custom-house regulations.” y 

This amendment was left with the British 
Plenipotentiaries for consideration. 

The American Plenipotentiaries also intimated 
their willingness to omit article Sth altogether, if 
that course should appear more advisable to the 
British Plenipotentiaries. 

The American Plenipotentiaries further pro- 
posed, in conformity with their note of Novem- 
ber 30, indemnification for ships detained in Brit- 
ish ports on the breaking out of the war, and af- 
terwards condemned; which was resisted by the 
British Plenipotentiaries. 

After week discussion on this point, the con- 


ference was adjourned. 
CHRISTOPHER HUGHES, Jon. 
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Protocol of Conference on December 10, 1814. 

The protocol of the preceding conference held 
on the Ist instant was settled. 

The British Plenipotentiaries stated that their 
Government could not consent or omit the words 
in article 1st, “ belonging to either party and ta- 
ken by the other,” unless some modification should 
be introduced, either by excepting from mutual 
restitution all those territories which are made by 
any articles of the treaty the subject of reference 
to Commissioners, or by excepting the Passama- 
quoddy islands alone.—Received by the Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries for consideration. 

The British Plenipotentiaries then stated that, 
with respect to the 8th article, their Government 
offered in lieu of the American proposals to retain 
the amended article as far as the words, “ Stony 
mountains,” and insert the following stipulation : 

“His Britannic Majesty agrees to enter into 
negotiation with the United States of America, 
respecting the terms, conditions, and regulations 
under which the inhabitants of the said United 
States shall have the liberty of taking fish on cer- 
tain parts of the coast of Newfoundland, and other 
of His Britannic Majesty’s dominions in North 
America, and of drying and curing fish, in the un- 
settled bays, harbors, and creeks of Nova Scotia, 
Magdalen islands, and Labrador ; as stipulated in 
the latter part of the third article of the treaty of 
1783, in consideration of a fair equivalent to be 
o— upon between His Majesty and the said 

nited States,and granted by the said United 
States, for such liberty as aforesaid.” 

“The United States of America agree to enter 
into negotiation with His Britannic Majesty re- 
specting the terms, conditions, and regulations un- 
der which the navigation of the river Mississippi 
from its source to the ocean, as stipulated in the 
eighth article of thetreaty of 1783,shall remain free 
and open to the subjects of Great Britain, in con- 
sideration of a fair equivalent, to be agreed upon 
between His Majesty and the United States, and 
granted by His Majesty.”—Received by the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries for consideration. 

In the 7th article the British Plenipotentiaries 
proposed after the words “all grants of land made 
previous to,” to omit the words “to that time,” 
and insert “ previous to the commencement of the 
war ;” so that the line would read, “all grants of 
land made previous to the commencement of the 
war.”— Agreed to, 

The British Plenipotentiaries proposed the in- 
eee of the following article relative to the slave 
trade: 

“Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable 
with the principles of humanity and justice, and 
whereas both His Majesty and the United States 
are desirous of continuing their efforts to promote 
its entire abolition, it is hereby agreed, that both 
the contracting parties shall exert every means 
in their power to accomplish so desirable an ob- 
ject.”—Received for consideration. 

The British Plenipotentiaries proposed the fol- 
lowing provision : 

“That the citizens or subjects of each of the 
contracting parties may reciprocally sue in the 


courts of the other, and shall meet with no im. 
pediment to the recovery of all such estates, rights 
properties or securities as may be due to them by 
the laws of the country in whose courts they shal| 
sue.”—Received for consideration. 

The British Plenipotentiaries proposed in the 
preamble to the projet of the treaty, to omit the 
words “Admiral of the White squadron,” and ip- 
sert ‘‘Jate Admiral of the White, now Admiral! 
of the Red” in lieu of them. Agreed to. 

The American Plenipotentiaries stated that 
possibly doubts might arise as to the geographical 
accuracy of the words at the beginning of the 
eighth article, “a line drawn due west sie the 
Lake of the Woods, along the forty-ninth para). 
lel of north latitude.” 


It was agreed that an alteration should be made | 


to guard against such possible inaccuracy. 
he American Plenipotentiaries proposed the 
following alteration in the draught delivered to 
them by the British Plenipotentiaries, relative to 
the manner of filling up the blanks in article 24; 
“extend the term of twelve days to fifty-six de. 
rees north latitude, and to the thirty-sixth west 
ongitude.” 

“Include the British and Irish channels in the 
term of thirty days. Include the Baltic in the 
term of forty days. Instead of the term one hun- 
dred and fifty days, insert sixty days for the At- 
lantic as far as the latitude of Cape of Good 
Hope; ninety days for every other part of the 
world south of the equator; one hundred and 
twenty days for all other parts of the world.” 

The conference then ended. 

CHRISTOPHER HUGHES, Jr., 
Secretary of American Mission. 





Protocol of Conference on December 12, 1814. 


The protocol of the preceding conference held 
on the 10th instant was settled. 

After much discussion relative to the first and 
eighth articles, the conference ended by the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentaries undertaking to return an a0- 
swer in writing to the propositions brought for- 
ward by the British Plenipotentiaries at the last 
conference. C. HUGHES, Jr. 

Secretary of American Misssion. 





No. 7. 
American Note, written after the Conference of the 
12th December. 


Guent, December 14, 1814. 
The undersigned having considered the propo- 
sitions offered in the conference of the 10th in 
stant by the British Plenipotentiaries on the few 
subjects which remain to be adjusted, now have 
the honor of making the communication whic! 
they promised. : 
he first of them relates to the mutual restora- 
tion of the territory taken by either party from 
the other during the war. In admitting this prin- 
ciple, which the undersigned had repeatedly de- 
clared to be the only one upon which they were 
authorized to treat, the British Plenipotentiaries 
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had at first proposed an alteration in the article 
offered by the undersigned, limiting the stipula- 
tion of restoring territory taken during the war 
to territory belonging to the party from which it 
was taken. The objection of the undersigned to 
this alteration was, that a part of the territory 
thus taken being claimed by both parties, and 
made a subject of reference by the treaty, the al- 
teration would leave it in the power of one party 
to judge whether any portion of territory taken 
by him during the war did or did not belong to 
the other party, laying thereby in the very instru- 
ment of pacification the foundation of an imme- 
diate understanding the moment that instrument 
should be carried into execution. 

The British Plenipotentiaries have now pro- 
posed to omit the words originally offered by 


them, provided that the Passamaquoddy islands 


should alone be excepted from the mutual resti- 
tution of territory. 

The consent of the undersigned to this solitary 
exception, if founded on the alleged right of Great 
Britain to those islands, might be construed as an 
implied admission of a better title on her part than 
on that of the United States, and would neces- 
sarily affect their claim. The only ground for 
the exception consists in the allegation of the 
British Plenipotentiaries, that Great Britain had, 
during some period subsequent to the treaty of 
peace of 1783, exercised jurisdiction over those 


_ islands, and that the United States had subse- 


quently occupied them contrary to the remon- 
strances of the British Government, and before 
the question of title had been adjusted. 

Onder these considerations the undesigned, un- 
willing to prevent the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Peace, will take upon themselves the responsi- 
bility of agreeing to the exception proposed, with 
a provision that the claim of the United States 
shall not thereby in any manner be affected. The 
undersigned have accordingly prepared a clause 
to that effect, and which provides, also, that the 
temporary possession may not be converted into 
permanent occupancy. They had agreed to the 
alteration proposed by the British Plenipotentia- 
ries in the mode of reference of the several boun- 
daries and country in dispute, under the expecta- 
tion that the proposed exception to a general res- 
toration would not be insisted on; and they will 
add that the objection to the temporary posses- 
sion by Great Britain of the Passamaquoddy isl- 
ands would be considerably lessened by adopting 
a mode of reference, whieh would insure a speedy 
and certain decision. 

To the stipulation now proposed by the British 
Plenipotentiaries as a substitute for the last para- 
graph of theeighth article, the undersinged cannot 
accede. 

The proposition made respecting the navigation 
of the Mississippi, in the alteration first proposed 
by the British Plenipotentiaries to that article, was 
unexpected. In their note of the 31st of October 
they had stated that they had brought forward, 
in their note of the 21st of the same month, all 


the propositions which they had to offer; and that 


subject was not mentioned either in this last men- 






























tioned note, or in the first conference to which it 
referred. In order to obviate any difficulty aris- 
ing from a presumed connexion between that 
subject and that of the boundary proposed by the 
eighth article, the undersigne 
willingness to omit the article altogether. 
the purpose of meeting what they believed to be 
the wishes of the British Government, they pro- 
posed the insertion of an article which should 
recognise the right of Great Britain to the navi- 
gation of thatriver, and that of the United States 
to a liberty in certain fisheries, which the British 
Government considered as abrogated by the war. 
To such an article, which they viewed as merely 
declaratory, the undersigned had no objection, 
and have offered to accede. 
ever, want any new article on either of those sub- 
jects; they have offered to be silent with regard 
to both. 
other, abandoning, or implying the abandonment 
of any right in the fisheries claimed by the United 
States, they cannot subscribe. 
merely that the parties wiil hereafter negotiate 
‘concerning the subjects in question, it appears 
also unnecessary. 
in general terms, so as to embrace all the subjects 
of difference not yet adjusted, or so expressed as 
to imply in no manner whatever an abandonment 
of any right claimed by the United States, the 
undersigned are ready to agree. 


expressed their 
For 


They do not, how- 
o the stipulation now proposed, or any 
As a stipulation 


et foan engagement, couched 


Since neither of the two additional articles 


proposed by the British Plenipotentiaries were 


included amongst, or is connected with, the sub- 


jects previously brought forward by them, it is 


presumed they are offered only for consideration, 


as embracing objects of common and equal inter- 


est to both parties. The undersigned will accede 
to the substance of the article to promote the ab- 
olition of the slave trade. They cannot admit 
the other article, which appears to them unne- 
cessary ; the courts of the United States will 
without it be equally open to the claims of Brit- 
ish subjects, and they rely that without it the 
British courts will be equally open to the claims 
of the citizens of the United States. 

The undersigned renew to the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries the assurance of their high considera- 
ation. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

JAMES A. BAYARD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
To the PLENIPOTENTIARIES 
of His Britannic Majesty, $c. 


Such of the islands in the Bay of Passama- 
quoddy as are claimed by both parties, shall re- 
main in the possession of the party in whose oc- 
cupation they may beat the time of the exchange 
of the ratifications of this treaty, until the de- 
cision respecting the title to the said islands shall 
have been made in conformity with the arti- 





cle of thistreaty. Butif such decision shall not 
have taken place within —— years after the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty, such 
islands shall be restored to, and, until such deci- 
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sion may take place, shall be retained by, the party 
who had possession of the same at the commence- 
ment of the war. No disposition made by this trea- 
ty of the intermediate possession of the islands and 
territories claimed by both parties shall, in any 
pe whatever, be construed to affect the right 
of either. 





No. 8. 
The British to the American Ministers. 
Guent, December 22, 1814. 

The undersigned have had the honor to receive 
the note of the American Pienipotentiaries, dated 
on the 14th instant, stating their consent to ex- 
cept the Passamaquoddy islands from the mutual 
restitution of territory captured during the war, 

rovided the claim of the United States shall not 
e in any manner affected thereby. 

To the article proposed by the American Pleni- 
potentiaries, so far as it is adapted to this object, 
the undersigned are willing to agree ; but they 
object, as before intimated by them, to that part 
of the proposed article which would make it im- 
perative on the Commissioners to decide the 
question within any fixed time, trusting that, on 
this head, the American Plenipotentiaries will be 
satisfied with their declaration, that it is the in- 
tention of His Majesty’s Government to do all 
that belongs to them to obtain a decision without 
loss of time. The projet of the article subjoined 
will be found to omit the clause intended to en- 
force a decision within some limited time, and to 
contain a slight alteration in the third clause by 
substituting in the place of the words “interme- 
diate possession” the words “as to such posses- 
sion.” 

So far as regards the substitution proposed by 
the undersigned for the last clause of the eighth 
article, as it was offered solely with the hope of 
attaining the object of the amendment tendered 
by the American Plenipotentiaries at the confer- 
ence of the Ist instant, no difficulty will be made 
in withdrawing it. 

The undersigned, returning to the declaration 
made by them at the conference of the Sth August, 
that the privileges of fishing within the limits of 
the British sovereignty, and of using the British 
territories for purposes connected with the fishe- 
ries, were what Great Britain did not intend to 
grant without equivalent, are not desirous of in- 
troducing any article upon the subject. 

With a view of removing what they consider 
as the only objection to the immediate conclusion 
of the treaty, the undersigned agree to adopt the 
proposal made by the American Plenipotentia- 
ries at the conference of the Ist instant, and 
repeated in their last note, of omitting the eighth 
article altogether. 

The undersigned avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to renew to the Plenipotentiaries of the 
United States the assurance of their high consid- 


eration. 
GAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


[Referred to in the preceding note from the Britis) 
Ministers. } 

Such of the islands in the Bay of Passamaquod- 
dy as are claimed by both parties shall remain jp 
the possession of the party in whose occupation 
they may be at the time of the exchange of th. 
ratifications of this treaty, until the decision re. 
specting the title to the said islands shall have 
been made in conformity with the fourth article 
of this treaty. 

No disposition made by this treaty as to such 

ossession of the islands and territories claimed 
CS both parties shall, in any manner whatever, be 
construed to affect the right of either. 





No. 9. 
Protocol of Conference. 
Gaent, December 23, 1814, 

At a conference held this day, the protocol of 
the preceding conference was settled. 

The American Plenipotentiaries intimated their 
readiness to accede to the propositions contained 
in the note of the British Plenipotentiaries of the 
22d instant. 

The following alterations were then agreed to: 

In the first article, after the word “ cease,” omit 
the words “after the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions,” and insert “as soon as the treaty shall have 
been ratified by both parties.” Substitute the word 
“whatsoever” for the words “ without exception.” 
Restore the words “taken by either party from 
the other,” in the room of the words “ belonging 
to either party and taken by.” After the words 
“signing of this treaty,” insert the words “ex- 
cepting only the islands hereinafter mentioned ;” 
after the words “respectively belong,” insert ver- 
batim the words of the amendment enclosed in 
the note of the British Plenipotentiaries of the 
23d instant, filling up the blank with the word 
“fourth.” 

The second article was altered, so as to read as 
follows : 

Arr. 2. Immediately after the ratification of 
this treaty by both parties, as hereinafter men- 
tioned, orders shall be sent to the armies, squad- 
rons, officers, subjects, and citizens of the two 
Powers, to cease from all hostilities, and so pre- 
vent all causes of complaint which might arise 
on account of the prizes which may be taken at 
sea, after the said ratifications of this treaty. It 
is reciprocally agreed, that all vessels and effects, 
which may be taken after the space of twelve 
days from the said ratifications upon all parts of 
the coast of North America, from the latitude of 
twenty-three degrees north to the latitude of fifty 
degrees north, and as far eastward in the Atlantic 
ocean as the thirty-sixth degree of west longi- 
tude, from the meridian of Greenwich, shall be 
restored on each side: that the time shall be thirty 
days in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean north 
of the equinoctial line or equator, and the same 
time for the British and Irish channels, for the 
Gulf of Mexico, and all parts of the West Indies ; 
forty days for the North seas, for the Baltic, and 
for all parts of the Mediterranean ; sixty days for 
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the Atlantic ocean, south of the equator, as far 
as the Cape of Good Hope; ninety days for every 
other part of the world, south of the equator, and 
one hundred and twenty days for all other parts 
of the world, without exception. 

It was agreed that the article respecting prison- 
ers of war, should be the third article, and that 
the words has hereinafter mentioned,” should be 
substituted for the words “shall have been ex- 
changed.” 

The articles numbered in the original projet 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, to be respectively numbered 4, 5, 6, 7,8. 

In the fourth article, it was agreed that the 
blank should be filled up with the words “St. 
Andrews, in the province of New Brunswick.” 

In the fifth article, it was agreed that the blank 
should be filled up with the words “ St. Andrews, 
in the province of New Brunswick.” 

Near the end of the fifth article, substitute the 
word “fourth” for “third.” 

In the sixth article, it was agreed to fill up the 
blank with the words “ Albany, in the State of 
New York,” and to substitute the word “ fourth” 
for “third,” in the concluding paragraph. 

In the seventh article, substitute the word 
“fourth” for “ third,” in the last paragraph. 

It was agreed that the article respecting the 
African slave trade, should be the tenth article, 
and that the words “use their best endeavors” 
should be substituted for the words “ exert every 
means in their power.” 

The fifteenth article of the projet to be num- 
bered 11: it was agreed to insert in it, after the 
words “on both sides,” the words “ without altera- 
tion by either of the contracting parties.” 

Omit the words “with all practicable despatch;” 


| fill up the blank with the word “four; insert 


after the word “ done” the words “in triplicate.” 
The British Plenipotentiaries urged the article 
formally proposed by them, as to suits of law to 
be prosecuted by the citizens or subjects of one 
nation in the courts of justice of the other. 

Resisted by the American Plenipotentiaries. 

The conference was adjourned to the 24th in- 
stant, for the purpose of signing the treaty. 





ai Peace and Amity between His Britan- 
nic Majesty and the United States of America. 


His Britannic Majesty and the United States 
of America, desirous of terminating the war which 
has unhappily subsisted between the two coun- 
tries, and of restoring, upon principles of perfect 
reciprocity, peace, friendship, and good under- 
standing between them, have for that purpose ap- 
pointed their respective Plenipotentiaries; that 
is to say. His Britannic Majesty, on his part, has 
appointed the right honorable James Lord Gam- 
bier, late Admiral of the White, now Admiral of 
the Red squadron of His Majesty’s fleet, Henry 
Goulburn, Esq.,a member of the Imperial Par- 
liament and under Secretary of State, and Wm. 
Adams, Esq., Doctor of Civil Laws: and the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate thereof, has appointed 


13th Con. 3d Sess.—45 


John Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry 
Clay, Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin, citi- 
zens of the United States, who, after a reciprocal 
communication of their respective full powers , 
have agreed upon the following articles: 

Articce 1. There shall bea firm and univer- 
sal peace between His Britannic Majesty and the 
United States, and between their respective coun- 
tries, territories, cities, towns, and people of every 
degree, without exception of places or persons. 
All hostilities, both by sea and land, shall cease 
as soon as this treaty shall have been ratified by 
both parties, as hereinafter mentioned. All terri- 
tory, places, and possessions, whatsoever, taken 
by either party from the other during the war, or 
which may be taken after the signing of thistreaty, 
excepting only the islands hereinafter mentioned, 
shall be restored without delay, and without caus- 
ing any destruction or carrying away any of the 
artillery or other public property originally cap- 
tured in the said ports or places, and which shall 
remain therein upon the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of this treaty, or any slaves or other private 
property. And all archives, records, deeds, and 
papers, either of a public nature or belonging to 
private persons, which in the course of the war 
may have fallen into the hands of the officers of 
either party, shall be, as far as may be practica- 
ble, forthwith restored and delivered to the proper 
authorities and persons to whom they respectively 
belong. Such of the islands in the Bay of Pas- 
samaquoddy as are claimed by both parties shal} 
remain in the possession of the party in whose 
occupation they may be at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratificattons of this treaty, until the 
decision respecting the title to the said islands 
shall have been made, in conformity with the 
fourth article of this treaty. No disposition made 
by this treaty, as to such possession of the lands 
and territories claimed by both parties, shall in 
any manner whatever be construed to affect the 
right of either. 

Art. 2. Immediately after the ratifications of 
this treaty by both parties, as hereinafter men- 
tioned, orders shall be sent to the armies, squad- 
rons, Officers, subjects, and citizens of the two 
Powers, to cease from hostilities; and, to prevent 
all causes of complaint which might arise on ac- 
count of the prizes which may be taken at sea 
after the said ratifications of this treaty, it is re- 
ciprocally agreed that all vessels and effects which 
may be taken after the space of twelve days from 
the said ratifications, upon all parts of the coast 
of North America, from the latitude of twenty- 
three degrees north to the latitude of fifty degrees 
north, and as far eastward in the Atlantic ocean 
as the thirty-sixth degree of west longitude from 
the meridian of Greenwich. shall be restored on 
each side; that the time shall be thirty days in 
all other parts of the Atlantic ocean north of the 
equiooctial line or equator, and the same time for 
the British and Irish channels, for the Gulf of 
Mexico, and all parts of the West Indies; forty 
days for the North seas, for the Baltic, and for all 
parts of the Mediterranean ; sixty days for the 
Atlantic ocean, south of the equator, as far as the 
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latitude of the Cape of Good Hope; ninety days 
for every part of the world south of the equator ; 
and one hundred and twenty days for all other 
parts of the world, without exception. 

Arrt.3. All prisoners of war taken on either 
side, as well by land as by sea, shall be restored 
as soon as practicable efier the ratifications of 
this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, on their pay- 
ing the debts which they may have contracted 
during their captivity. The two contracting par- 
ties engage to discharge, in specie, the advances 
which may have been made by the other for the 
sustenance and maintenance of such prisoners. 

Art. 4, Whereas it was stipulated by the sec- 
ond article in the Treaty of Peace of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three, between His Brit- 
annic Majesty and the United States of America, 
that the boundary of the United States should 
comprehend all islande within twenty leagues of 
any part of the shores of the United States, and 
lying between lines to be drawn due east from 

points where the aforesaid boundaries be- 
tween Nova Scotia on the one part, and East 
Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the 
Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic ocean, excepting 
such islands as now are, or heretofore have been, 
within the limits of Nova Scotia; and whereas 
several islands in the Bay of Passamaquoddy, 
which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the island 
of Grand Menan, in the said Bay of Fundy, are 
claimed by the United States as being compre- 
hended within their aforesaid boundaries, which 
said islands are claimed as belonging to His Brit- 
annic Majesty, as having been, at the time of, and 
previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three within the limits 
of the province of Nova Scotia: in order, there- 
fore, finally to decide upon these claims, it is 
agreed that they shall be referred to two Com- 
missioners, to be appointed in the following man- 
ner, viz: One Commissioner shall be appointed 
by His Britannic Majesty, and one by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate thereof; and the 
said two Commissioners so appointed shall be 
sworn impartially to examine and decide upon 
the said claims according to such evidence as 
shall be laid before them, on the part of His Brit- 
annic Majesty and of the United States, respect- 
ively. The said Commissioners shall meet at 
St. Andrew’s, in the province of New Brunswick, 
and shall have power to adjourn to such other 
a or places as they shall think fit. The said 
ommissioners shall, by a declaration or report 
under their hands and seals, decide to which of 
the two contracting parties the several islands 
aforesaid do respectively belong, in conformity 
with the true intent of the said Treaty of Peace 
ot one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three; 
and if the said Commissioners shall agree in their 
decision, both parties shall consider such decision 
as final and conclusive. It is further agreed, that 
in the event of the two Commissioners differing 
upon all or any of the matters so referred to them, 
or in the event of both or either of the said Com- 
missioners refusing, or declining, or wilfully 








omitting to act as such, they shall make, jointly 
or separately, @ report or reports, as well to the 
Government of His Britannic Majesty as to thar 
of the United States, stating in detail the points 
on which they differ, and the grounds upon 
which their respective opinions have been formed 
or the grounds upon which they, or either of 
them, have so refused, declined, or omitted to 
act. And His Britannic Majesty and the Goy. 
ernment of the United States hereby agree to 
refer the report or reports of the said Commis. 
sioners to some friendly Sovereign or State, to 
be then named for that purpose, and who shall be 
requested to decide on the ifferences which ma 

be stated in the said report or reports, or upon 
the report of one Commissioner, together with 
the grounds upon which the other Commissioner 
shall have refused, declined, or omitted to act, as 
the case may be; and if the Commissioner so re. 
fusing, declining, or omitting to act, shall also 
wilfully omit to state the grounds upon which he 
has so done, in such manner that the said state- 
ment may be referred to such friendly Sovereign 
or State, together with the report of such other 
Commissioner, then such Sovereign or Staie 
shall decide e2 parte upon the said report alone. 
And His Britannic Majesty and the Government 
of the United States engage to consider the de- 
cision of some friendly Power or State to be 
final and conclusive on all the matters so te- 
ferred. 

Art. 5. Whereas neither that point of the high- 
lands lying due north from the source of the river 
St. Croix, and designated in the former Treaty 
of Peace between the two Powers as the north- 
west angle of Nova Scotia, nor the northwest- 
ernmost head of Connecticut river, has yet been 
ascertained; and whereas that part of the bound- 
ary line between the dominions of the two Pow- 
ers which extends from the source of the river 
St. Croix, directly north, to the above-mentioned 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia; thence along 
the said highlands which divide those rivers that 
empty themselves into the river St. Lawreace 
from those which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to 
the northwesternmost head of Connecticut river; 
thence down along the middle of that river to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude; thence by a 
line due west on said latitude, uatil it strikes the 
river Iroquois or Cataraguy, which has not yet 
been surveyed: it is agreed that, for these several 
purposes, two Commissioners shall be appointed. 
sworn,and authorized to act exactly in the man- 
ner directed with respect to those mentioned 1 
the next preceding article, unless otherwise speci- 
fied in the present article. The said Commis 
sioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province 
of New Brunswick, and shall have power to aé- 
journ to such other place or places, as they shall 
think fit. The said Commissioners shall have 
power to ascertain and determine the points 
above-mentioned, in conformity with the prov'- 
sions of the said Treaty of Peace of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three, and shall cause 
the boundary aforesaid, from the source of the 
river St. Croix to the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, 
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to be surveyed and marked, according to the said 

visions. ‘The said Commissioners shall make 
a map of the said boundary, and annex to it a 
declaration under their hands and seals, certify- 
ing it to be the true map of the said boundary, 
and particularizing the latitude and longitude of 
the northwestangle of Nova Scotia, of the north- 
westernmost head of Connecticut river, and of 
such other points of the said boundary as they 
may deem proper. And both parties agree to 
consider such map and declaration as finally and 
conclusively fixing the said boundary. And in 
the event of the said two Commissioners differ- 
ing, or both, or either of them refusing, declining, 
or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, decla- 
rations, or statements, shall be made by them, or 
either of them, and such reference to a friendly 


_ Sovereiga or State shall be made, in all respects, 


as in the latter part of the fourth article is con- 
tained, and in as full a manner as if the same was 
herein repeated. 

Art. 6. Whereas by the former Treaty of 
Peace that portion of the boundary of the United 
States, from the point where the forty-fifth degree 
of north latitude strikes the river Iroquois or 
Cataraguy to the Lake Superior, was declared to 
be “along the middle of said river into Lake On- 


' tario; through the middle of said lake until it 
_ strikes the communication by water between that 
_ lake and Lake Erie; thence along the middle of 
_ said communication into Lake Erie; through the 
' middle of said lake until it arrives at the water 
| communication into the Lake Huron; thence 


through the middle of said lake to the water 


communication between that lake and Lake Su- 


perior.” And whereas doubts have arisen what 
was the middle of the said river, lakes, and water 
communications, and whether certain islands ly- 
ing in the same were within the dominions of 
His Britannic Majesty or of the United States: 
In order, therefore, finally to decide these doubts, 


_ they shall be referred to two Commissioners, to 
| beappointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly 
_ in the manner directed, with respect to those 
' mentioned in the next preceding article, unless 
| otherwise specified in this present article. 


The 
said Commissioners shall meet, in the first in- 


stance, at Albany, in the State of New York, and 
_ shall have power to adjourn to such other place 


or places as they shall think fit: the said Com- 


| missioners shall, by a report or declaration. under 
_ their hands and seals, designate the boundary 


through the said river, lakes, and water commu- 
nications, and decide to which of the two con- 
tracting parties the several islands lying within 
the said river, lakes, and water communications, 
do respectively belong, in conformity with the 
true intent of the said treaty of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three. And both par- 
ties agree to consider such designation and deci- 
sion as final and conclusive. And in the event of 
the said two Commissioners differing, or both, or 
either of them, refusing, declining, or wilfully 
Omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or 
statements, shall be made by them, or either of 
them, and such reference to a friendly Sovereign 
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or State shall be made in all respects as in the 
latter part of the fourth article is contained, and 
in as full a manner as if the same was herein re- 
peated. 

Art. 7. It is further agreed that the said two 
last mentioned Commissioners, after they shall 
have executed the duties assigned to them in the 
preceding article, shall be, and they are hereby 
authorized, upon their oaths, impartially to fix 
and determine, according to the true intent of the 
said Treaty of Peace of one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-three, that part of the bounda 
between the dominions of the two Powers, whi 
extends from the water communication between 
Lake Huron and Lake Superior to the most north- 
western point of the Lake of the Woods, to de- 
cide to which of the two parties the several 
islands lying in the lakes, water communications, 
and rivers, forming the said boundary, do re- 
spectively belong, in conformity with the true 
intent of the said Treaty of Peace of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three; and to 
cause such parts of the said boundary as require 
it to be surveyed and marked. The said Com- 
missioners shall, by a report or declaration under 
their hands and seals, designate the boundary 
aforesaid, state their decision on the points thus 
referred to them, and particularize the latitude 
and longitude of the most northwestern point of 
the Lake of the Woods, and of such other parts 
of the said boundary as they may deem proper. 
And both parties agree to consider such designa- 
tion and decision as final and conclusive. And 
in the event of the said two Commissioners dif- 
fering, or both, or either of them, refusing, de- 
clining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, 
declarations, or statements shall be made by them, 
or either of them, and such reference to a friendly 
Sovereign or State shall be made in all respects 
as in the latter part of the fourth article is con- 
tained, and in as full a manner as if the same 
was herein repeated. 

Art. 8. The several boards of two Commis- 
sioners mentioned in the four preceding articles, 
shall respectively have power to appoint a secre- 
tary, and to employ such surveyors, or other per- 
sons, as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates 
of all their respective reports, declarations, state- 
ments, and decisions, and of their accounts, and 
of the journal of their proceedings, shall be de- 
livered by them to the agents of His Britannic 
Majesty, and to the agents of the United States, 
who may be respectively appointed and author- 
ized to manage the business on behalf of their 
respective Governments. The said Commission- 
ers shall be respectively paid in such manner as 
shall be agreed between the two contracting par- 
ties—such agreement being to be settled at the 
time of the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty. And all other expenses nee the 
said Commissioners, shall be defrayed equally by 
the two parties. And in the case of death, sick- 
ness, resignation, or necessary absence, the place 
of every such Commissioner respectively shall be 
supplied in the same manner as such Commis- 
sioner was first appointed, and the new Commis- 
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sioner shall take the same oath or affirmation, 


and do the same duties. It is further agreed be- 
tween the two contracting parties, that in case 
= of the islands mentioned in any of the pre- 
ceding articles which were in the possession of 
one of the parties prior to the commencement of 
the present war between the two countries, should, 
by the decision of any of the Boards of Commis- 
sioners aforesaid, or of the Sovereign or State so 
referred to, as in the four next preceding articles 
contained, fall within the dominions of the other 
party, all grants of land made previous to the 
commencement of the war by the party havin 
had such possession, shall be as valid as if suc 
island or islands had by such decision or deci- 
sions been adjudged to be within the dominions 
of the party having had such possession. 

Art. 9. The United States of America engage 
to put an end, immediately after the ratification 
of the present treaty, to hostilities with all the 
tribes or nations of Indians with whom they may 
be at war at the time of such ratification; and 
forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations, re- 
spectively, all the possessions, rights, and privi- 
leges, which they may have enjoyed or been en- 
titled to in 1811, previous to such hostilities: 
Provided always, That such tribes or nations 
shall agree to desist from all hostilities against 
the United States of America, their citizens and 
subjects, upon the ratification of the present 
treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist accordingly. And His Britannic 
Majesty engages, on his part, to put an end, imme- 
diately after the ratification of the present treaty, 
to hostilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians 
with whom he may be at war at the time of such 
ratification ; and forthwith to restore to such tribes 
or nations, respectively, all the possessions, rights, 
and privileges, which they may have enjoyed or 
been entitled to in 1811, previous to such hostili- 
ties: Provided always, That such tribes or na- 
tions shall agree to desist from all hostilities 
against His Britannic Majesty, and his subjects, 
upon the ratification of the present treaty being 
notified to such tribes or nations, and shall so de- 
sist accordingly. 


Art. 10. Whereas the traffic in slaves is irre- 
concilable with the principles of humanity and 
justice: and whereas both His Majesty and the 
United States are desirous of continuing their 
efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is hereby 
agreed that both the contracting parties shall use 
their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable 
an object. 


Arr. 11. This treaty, when the same shall 
have been ratified on both sides, without altera- 
tion by either of the contracting parties, and the 
ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be bind- 
ing on both parties, and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged at Washington, in the space of 
ped months from this day, or sooner, if practi- 
cable. 


In faith whereof, we, the respective Plenipo- 
tentiaries, have signed this treaty, and have 
hereunto affixed our seals. 
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Done, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth 
day of December, one thousand eight hun. 
dred and fourteen. 


L. 8. GAMBIER, 

L. 8 HENRY GOULBURN 

L. 8 WILLIAM ADAMS, ' 
L. 8 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
L. 8 J. A. BAYARD, 
L. 8 H. CLAY, 

* JONATHAN RUSSELL. 


L. 8. 
L. 8. ALBERT GALLATIN, | 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE CAUSES AN) 
CHARACTER OF THE WAR. 


[Nors.—This Exposition of the Causes and Char. 
acter of the War was prepared and committed to the 
ress, before any account had been received in the 
nited States of the signature of a Treaty of Peace, 
by the American and the British negotiators ; and jt 
would have been difficult, even if it were desirable, to 
withhold the exposition from the public. 

But the charges which have been solemnly exhibited 
against the American Government, in the face of the 
world, render an exposition of its conduct necessary, 
in peace as much as in war, for the honor of the Uni- 
ted States, and the unsullied reputation of their arms; 
lest those charges should obtain credit with the present 
generation, or pass, for truth, into the history of the 
times, upon the evidence of a silent acquiescence. ] 


Whatever may be the termination of the nego- 
tiations at Ghent, the despatches of the American 
Commissioners, which have been communicated 
by the President of the United States to the Con- 
gress, during the present session, will distinctly 
unfold, to the attentive and impartial of all na- 
tions, the objects and dispositions of the parties 
to the present war. 

The United States, relieved by the general pa- 
cification of the Treaty of Paris from the danger 
of actual sufferance under the evils which had 
compelled them to resort to arms, have avowed 
their readiness to resume the relations of peace 
and amity with Great Britain, upon the simple 
and single condition of preserving their territory 
and their sovereignty, entire and unimpaired. 
Their desire of peace, indeed, “ upon terms of re- 
ciprocity, consistent with the rights of both par 
ties, as sovereign and independent nations,’* has 
not at any time been influenced by the provoca- 
tions of an unprecedented course of hostilities; 
by the incitements of a successful campaiga ; 0 
by the agitations which have seemed again (0 
threaten the tranquillity of Europe. 

But the British Government, after inviting “4 
discussion with the Government of America, for 
the conciliatory adjustment of the differences sub- 
sisting between the two States, with an earnest 
desire on their part (as it was alleged) to bring 
them toa favorable issue, upon principles of 4 
perfect reciprocity, not inconsistent with the 
established maxims of public law, and with the 





*See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Lord Castlereagh, dated 
January, 1814. 
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maritime rights of the British empire;”* and af- 
ter “expressly disclaiming any intention to ac- 
quirean increase of territory.” { have peremptorily 
demanded, as the price of peace, concessions cal- 
culated merely for their own nqqranetnnes and 
for the humiliation of their adversary. At one 
time, they proposed, as their sine qua non, a stip- 
ulation that the Indians, inhabiting the country 
of the United States, within the limits established 
by the Treaty of 1783, should be included, as the 
allies of Great Britain, (a party to that treaty,) 
in the projected pacification; and that definite 
boundaries should be settled for the Indian terri- 
tory, upon a basis which would have operated to 
surrender to a number of Indians, not probably 
exceeding a few thousands, the rights of sover- 
eignty, as well as of soil, over nearly one-third of 
the territorial dominions of the United States, 
inhabited by more than one hundred thousand of 
their citizens.} And, more recently, (withdraw- 
ing, in effect, that proposition,) they have offered 
to treat, on the basis of the uti possidetis; when, 
by the operations of the war, they had obtained 
the military possession of an important part of 
the State aiidemesbunette, which, it was known, 
could never be the subject of a cession, consist- 
ently with the honor and faith of the American 
Government.|| Thus, it is obvious, that Great 
Britain, neither regarding “the — of a 
her own prac- 
tice and professions, has indulged pretensions 
which could only be heard in order to be reject- 
ed. The alternative, either vindictively to pro- 
tract the war or honorably to end it, has been 
fairly given to her option; but she wants the 
magnanimity to decide, while her apprehensions 
are awakened for the result of the Congress at 
Vienna, and her hopes are flattered by the schemes 
of conquest in America. 
There are periods in the transactions of every 
country, as well as in the life of every individual, 
when self-examination becomes a duty of the 


_ highest moral obligation ; when the Government 





*See Lord Castlereagh’s letter to Mr. Monroe, dated 
the 4th of November, 1813. 


t See the American despatch, dated the 12th of Au- 
gust, 1814. 


{See the American despatches, dated the 12th and 
19th of August, 1814; the note of the British Com- 
missioners, dated the 19th of August, 1814; the note 
of the American Commissioners, dated the 2lst of 
August, 1814; the note of the British Commissioners, 
dated the 4th of September, 1814; the note of the 
American Commissioners of the 9th of September, 
1814; the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 19th of September, 1814; the note of the Ameri- 
can Commissioners, dated the 26th of September, 1814; 
the note of the British Commissioners, dated the 8th 
of October, 1814; and the note of the American Com- 
missioners, of the 13th of October, 1814. 


I See the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 2ist of October, 1814; the note of the American 
Commissioners, dated the 24th of October, 1814; and 
the note of the British Commissioners, dated the 31st 
of October, 1814. 
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of a free people, driven from the path of peace, 
and baffled in every effort to regain it, may resort, 
for consolation, to the conscious rectitude of its 
measures; and when an appeal to mankind, found- 
ed upon truth and justice, cannot fail to engage 
those sympathies, by which even nations are led 
to partici 
other. 
sions, are neither insensible to the advantages 
nor to the duties of their peculiar situation. They 
have but recently, as it were, established their in- 
dependence; and the volume of their national 
history lies open, at a glance, to every eye. The 
policy of their Government, therefore, whatever 
it has been, in their foreign as well as in their 
domestic relations, it is impossible to conceal ; 
and it must be difficult to mistake. 
tion, that it has been a policy to 
and amity with all the nations of the world, be 
doubted, the proofs are at hand. 
that it has been a policy to maintain the rights of 
the United States, but, at the same time, to re- 
— the rights of every other nation, be doubted, 
t 


te in the fame and fortunes of each 
he United States, under these impres- 


If the asser- 
reserve peace 


If the assertion, 


e proofs will be exhibited. If the assertion, 


that it has been a policy to act impartially to- 
wards the belligerent Powers of Europe, be doubt- 
ed, the proofs will be found on record, even in the 
archives of England and of France. And if, in 
fine, the assertion, that it has been a policy, by all 
honorable means, to cultivate with Great Britain 
those sentiments of mutual good will, which nat- 
urally belong to nations connected by the ties of 
a common ancestry, an identity of language, and 
a similarity of manners, be doubted, the proofs 
will be found in that patient forbearance, under 
the pressure of accumulating wrongs, which marks 
the period of almost thirty years, that elapsed be- 
tween the peace of 1783 and the rupture of 1812. 


The United States had just recovered, under 


the auspices of their present Constitution, from 
the debility which their Revolutionary struggle 


had produced, when the convulsive movements 


of France excited throughout the civilized world 


the mingled sensations of hope and fear—of ad- 
miration and alarm. The interest which those 
movements would, in themselves, have excited, 
was incalculably increased, however, as soon as 
Great Britain became a party to the first memo- 
rable coalition against France, and assumed the 
character of a belligerent Power; for, it was ob- 
vious, that the distance of the scene would no 
longer exempt the United States from the influ- 
ence, and the evils, of the European conflict. On 
the one hand, their Government was connected 
with France, by treaties of alliance and com- 
merce; and the services which that nation had 
rendered to the cause of American independence, 
had made such impressions upon the public mind, 
as no virtuous statesman coal rigidly condemn, 
and the most rigorous statesman would have 
sought in vain to efface. On the other hand, 


Great Britain, leaving the Treaty of 1783 unex- 
ecuted, forcibly retained the American posts upon 
the Northern frontier; and, slighting every over- 
ture to place the diplomatic and commercial re- 
‘lations of the two countries, upon a fair and 
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friendly foundation,* seemed to contemplate the 
success of the American Revolution, in a spirit 
of unextinguishable animosity. Her voice had, 
indeed, been heard from Quebec and Montreal, 
instigating the savages to war.| Her invisible 
arm was Felt, in the defeats of General Harmar,} 
and General St. Clair,|| and even the victory of 
General Wayne§ was achieved in the presence of 
a fort which she had erected, far within the ter- 
ritorial boundaries of the United States, to stim- 
ulate and countenance the barbarities of the In- 
dian warrior.f/ Yet, the American Government, 
neither yielding to popular feeling, nor acting 
upon the impulse of national resentment, hasten- 
ose adopt the policy of a strict and steady neu- 
trality ; and solemnly announced that policy to 
the citizens at home, and the nations abroad, 
the proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793. What-. 
ever may have been the trials of its pride and of 
its fortitude ; whatever may have been the impu- 
tations upon its fidelity and its honor ; it will be 
demonstrated, in the sequel, that the American 
Government, throughout the European contest, 
and amidst all the changes of the objects, and the 

rties, that have been involved in that contest, 
ae inflexibly adhered to the principles which 
were thus, authoritatively, established, to regu- 
late the conduct of the United States. 

It was reasonable to expect, that a proclamation 
of neutrality, issued under the circumstances 
which have been described, would command the 
confidence and respect of Great Britain, however 
offensive it might prove to France, as contraven- 
ing, essentially, the exposition which she was anx- 
ious to bestow upon the treaties of commerce and 
alliance. But experience has shown that the 
confidence and respect of Great Britain are not 
to be acquired by such acts of impartiality and 
independence. Under every Administration of 
the American Government, the experiment has 
been made, and the experiment has been equally 
unsuccessful ; for, it was not more effectually as- 
certained in the year 1812, than at antecedent pe- 
riods, that an exemption from the maritime usur- 
pation, and the commercial monopoly, of Great 
Britain, could only be obtained upon the condi- 
tion of becoming an associate in her enmities 
and her wars. While the proclamation of neu- 
trality was still in the view of the British Min- 
ister, an order of the 8th of June, 1793, issued 
from the Cabinet, by virtue of which, “all vessels 
loaded wholly, or in part, with corn, flour, or meal, 
bound toany port in France, or any port occupied 
by the armies of France,” were required to be 
carried, forcibly, into England ; and the cargoes 
were either to be sold there, or security was to 

“See Mr. Adams’s correspondence. 

} See the speeches of Lord Dorchester. 


t On the waters of the Miami of the Lake, on the 
21st of October, 1790. 

i At Fort Recovery, on the 4th of November, 1791. 

§ On the Miami of the Lake, in August, 1794. 

WSee the correspondence between Mr. Randolph, 
the American Secre of State, and Mr. Hammond, 
the British Plenipotentiary, dated May and June, 1794. 


be given that they should only be sold in the 

rts of a country in amity with his Britannic 

ajesty.* The moral character of an avowed 
design to inflict famine ppon the whole of the 
French re was, at that time, properly esti- 
mated throughout the civilized world; and so 
glarin an infraction of neutral rights, as the Brit- 
ish was calculated to produce, did not escape 
the severities of diplomatic animadversion and 
remonstrance. But this aggression was soon fo|- 
lowed by another of a more hostile cast. In the 
war of 1756, Great Britain had endeavored to 
establish the rule, that neutral nations were pot 
entitled to enjoy the benefits of a trade with the 
colonies of a belligerent Power, from which, in 
the season of peace, they were excluded by the 


by | parent State. The rule stands without positive 


support from any general authority on public law, 
If it be true that some treaties contain stipula- 
tions, by which the parties expressly exclude each 
other from the commerce of their respective col- 
onies; and if it be true, that the ordinances of a 
particular State often provide for the exclusive 
enjoyment of its colonial commerce, still Great 
Britain cannot be authorized to deduce the rule 
of the war of 1756, by implication, from such 
treaties and such ordinances ; while it is not true 
that the rule forms a part of the law of nations, 
nor that it has been adopted by any other Gov- 
ernment ; nor that even Great Britain herself has 
uniformly practised upon the rule; since its ap- 
plication was unknown from the war of 1756, 
uatil the French war of 1792, including the entire 
period of the American war. Let it be, argu- 
mentatively, allowed, however, that Great Brit- 
ain possessed the right, as well as the power, to 
revive and enforce the rule; yet, the time and the 
manner of exercising the power, would afford 
ample cause for reproach. The citizens of the 
United States had openly engaged in an exten- 
sive trade with the French islands, in the West 
Indies, ignorant of the alleged existence of the 
rule of the war of 1756, or unapprized of any in- 
tention to call it into action, when the order of 
the 6th of November, 1793, was silently circulated 
among the British cruisers, consigning to legal 
adjudication, “all vessels loaden with goods, the 
produce of any colony of France, or carrying pro- 
visions or supplies, fur the use of any such colo- 
2 A great portion of the commerce of the 

nited States was thus annihilated at a blow; 
the amicable dispositions of the Government were 
oeur disregarded and contemned ; the sensibility 
of the nation was excited to a high degree of re- 
sentment, by the apparent treachery of the British 
order ; and a recourse to reprisals, or to war, for 
indemnity and redress, seemed to be unavoidable. 
But the love of justice had established the law 0! 
neutrality ; and the love of peace taught a lesson 
of forbearance. The American Governmet!, 
therefore, rising superior to the provocations and 
the passions of the day, instituted a special mis- 

*See the Order in Council of the 8th of June, 1793, 
and the remonstrance of the American Government. 

+See the British order of the 6th of November, 1793. 
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sion to represent at the Court of London the in- 
‘uries and the indignities which it had suffered ; 
%< to vindicate its rights with firmness, and to cul- 
tivate peace with sincerity.”"* The immediate 
result of this mission was a treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation, between the United States 
and Great Britain, which was signed by the ne- 
otiators on the, 19th of November, 1794, and 

pally ratified, with the consent of the Senate, in 
the year 1795. But both the mission and its re- 
sult, serve, also, to display the independence and 


the impartiality of the American Government, in 


asserting its rights and performing its duties, 
equally unawed and unbiassed by the instru- 
ments of belligerent power or persuasion. 

On the foundation of this treaty the United 
States, in —_ spirit of good faith and confi- 
dence, raised the hope and the expectation, that 
the maritime usurpations of Great Britain would 
cease to annoy them; that all doubtful claims of 
jurisdiction would be suspended; and that even 
the exercise of an incontestable right would be so 
modified, as to present neither insult, nor outrage, 


_ nor inconvenience, to their flag or to their com- 


_ merce; but the hope and the ex 
_ United States have been fatally disappointed. 
_ Some relaxation in the rigor, without any altera- 


ctation of the 


tion in the principle, of the Order in Council of 


_ the 6th of November, 1793, was introduced by 


_ thesubsequent Orders of the 8th of January, 1794, 


_ and the 25th of January, 1798; but from the rat- 


_ ification of the Treaty of 1794, until the short 


i respite afforded by the Treaty of Amiens, in 1802, 


the commerce of the United States continued to 
be the prey of British cruisers and privateers, 
under the adjudicating patronage of the British 


| tribunals. Another grievance, however, assumed 
| at this epoch a form and magnitude which cast 


a shade over the social happiness, as well as the 
political independence of the nation. The mer- 


_ chant vessels of the United States were arrested 


on the high seas, while in the prosecution of dis- 


_ tant voyages ; considerable numbers of their crews 


were impressed into the naval service of Great 
Britain ; the commercial adventures of the own- 
ers were often, consequently, defeated ; and the 
loss of property, the embarrassments of trade and 
navigation, and the scene of domestic affliction, 
became intolerable. This grievance (which con- 
stitutes an important surviving cause of the Amer- 
ican declaration of war) was early, and has been 
incessantly, urged upon the attention of the Brit- 
ish Government. Even in the year 1792, they 
were told of “the irritation that it had excited, 
and of the difficulty of avoiding to make imme- 
diate reprisals on their seamen in the United 
States.”"{ They were told “that so many in- 
stances of the kind had happened, that it was quite 
necessary they should explain themselves on the 

* See the President’s Message to the Senate, of the 
16th of April, 1794, nominating Mr. Jay as Envoy 
Extraordinary to his Britannic Majesty. 

{See the letter of Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of State, 
to Mr. Pinkney, Minister at London, dated the 11th of 
June, 1792. 


subject, and be led to disavow and punish such 
violence, which had never been experienced from 
any other nation.”* And they were told “of the 
inconvenience of such conduct, and of the impos- 
sibility of letting it go on, so that the British Min- 
istry should be made sensible of the necessity of 
ae the past, and preventing the future.” 

ut after the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and 
Navigation, had been ratified, the nature and the 
extent of the grievance became still more mani- 
fest; and it was clearly and firmly presented to 
the view of the British Government, as leading 
unavoidably to discord and war between the two 
nations. hey were told, “that unless they 
would come to some accommodation which might 
insure the American seamen against this oppres- 
sion, measures would be taken to cause the in- 
convenience to be equally felt on both sides.” 
They were told, “that the impressment of Amer- 
ican citizens, to serve on board of British armed 
vessels, was not only an injury to the unfortunate 
individuals, but it naturally excited certain emo- 
tions in the breasts of the nation to whom they 
belonged, and of the just and humane of every 
country; and that an expectation was indulged 
that orders would be given that the Americans, 
so circumstanced, should be immediately liber- 
ated, and that the British officers should, in fu- 
ture, abstain from similar violences.”|| They 
were told, “ that the subject was of much great- 
er importance than had been supposed ; and that, 
instead of a few, and those in many instances 
equivocal cases, the American Minister at the 
Court of London had, in nine months (part of the 
years 1796 and 1797) made applications for the 
discharge of two hundred and seventy-one sea- 
men, who had, in most cases, exhibited such evi- 
dence as to satisfy’him that they were real Amer- 
icans, forced into the British service, and perse- 
vering, generally, in refusing pay and bounty.”$ 
They were told, “that if the British Government 
had any regard to the rights of the United States, 
any respect for the nation, and placed any value 
on their friendship, it would facilitate the means 
of relieving their oppressed citizens.”7] They 
were told, “that the British naval officers often 
impressed Swedes, Danes, and other foreigners, 
from the vessels of the United States; that they 
might, with as much reason, rob American ves- 
sels of property or merchandise of Swedes, Danes, 
and Portuguese, as seize and detain in their ser- 





* See the letter from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Pinkney, 
dated the 12th of October, 1792. 

t See the letter from the same to the same, dated the 
6th of November, 1792. 

t See the letter from Mr. Pinkney, Minister at Lon- 
don, to the Secretary of State, dated the 13th of March, 
1793. 

| See the note of Mr. Jay, Envoy Extraordinary, to 
Lord Grenville, dated the 30th of July, 1794. 

§ See the letter of Mr. King, Minister at London, to 
the Secretary of State, dated the 13th of April, 1797. 

J See the letter from Mr. Pickering, Secretary of 
State, to Mr. King, Minister at London, dated the 10th 
of September, 1796. 
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vice the subjects of those nations found on board 
of American vessels; and that the President was 
extremely anxious to have this business of im- 
pressing placed on a reasonable footing.”* And 
they were told, “that the impressment of Amer- 
ican seamen was an injury of very serious mag- 
nitude, which deeply affected the feelings and 
honor of the nation; that no right had been as- 
serted to impress the natives of America, yet, 
that they were impressed; they were dragged on 
board British ships of war, with the evidence of 
citizenship in their hands, and forced by vio- 
lence there to serve until conclusive testimonials 
of their birth could be obtained; that many must 
perish unrelieved, and all were detained a con- 
siderable time in lawless and injurious confine- 
ment; that the continuance of the practice must 
inevitably produce discord between two nations 
which ought to be the friends of each other ; and 
that it was more advisable to desist from, and’ to 
take effectual measures to prevent an acknowl- 
edged wrong, than, by perseverance in that wrong, 
to excite against themselves the well-founded re- 
sentments of America, and force the Government 
into measures which may possibly terminate in 
an open rupture.” 

Such were the feelings and the sentiments of 
the American Government, under every change 
of its administration, in relation to the British 
practice of impressment; and such the remon- 
strances addressed to the justice of Great Britain. 
It is obvious, therefore, that this cause, independ- 
ent of every other, has been uniformly deemed a 
just and certain cause of war; yet, the character- 
istic policy of the United States still prevailed: 
remonstrance was only succeeded by negotiation, 
and every assertion of American rights was ac- 
companied with an overture to secure, in any 
Enver form, the rights of Great Britain.{ 

ime seemed, however, to render it more and 
more difficult to ascertain and fix the standard of 
the British rights, according to the succession of 
the British claims. The right of entering and 
searching an American merchant ship, for the 
purpose of impressment, was, for awhile, confined 
to the case of British deserters; and even so late 
as the month of February, 1800, the Minister of 
His Britannic Majesty, then at Philadelphia, 
urged the American Government “to take into 
consideration, as the only means of drying up 
every source of complaint and irritation upon that 
head, a proposal which he had made two years 
before, in the name of His Majesty’s Government, 
for the reciprocal restitution of deserters.”|| But 














*See the letter from Mr. Pickering to Mr. King, 
dated the 26th of October, 1796. 

TSee the letter from Mr. Marshall, Secretary ot 
State, (now Chief Justice of the United States,) to Mr. 
King, Minister at London, dated the 20th of Septem- 
ber, 1800. 

{See particularly Mr. King’s propositions to Lord 
Grenville, and Lord Hawkesbury, of the 13th of April, 
1797, the 15th of March, 1799, the 25th of February, 
1801, and in July, 1813. 

| See Mr. Liston’s note to Mr. Pickering, the Secre- 
ary of State, dated the 4th of February, 1800. 


this project of a treaty was then deemed inadmis. 
sible, by the President of the United States, ang 
the chief officers of the Executive departments of 
the Government, whom he consulted for the same 
reason, ne which, at a subsequent pe- 
riod, induced the President of the United States 
to withhold his approbation from the treaty ne- 
gotiated by the American Ministers at London in 
the year 1806, namely: “that it did not suff- 
ciently provide against the impressment of Amer- 
ican seamen ;”* and “ that it is better to have no 
article, and to meet the consequences, than not 
to enumerate merchant vessels on the high seas, 
among the things not to be forcibly entered jy 
search of deserters.”+ But the British claim, ex. 
panding with singular elasticity, was soon found 
to include a right to enter American vessels on 
the high seas, in order to search for and seize al 
British seamen; it next embraced the case of 
every British subject, and finally, in its practica! 
enforcement, it has been extended to every mari- 
ner who could not prove, upon the spot, that he 
was a citizen of the United States. 

While the nature of the British claim was thus 
ambiguous and fluctuating, the principle to which 
it was referred, for justice and support, appear- 
ed to be at once arbitrary and illusory. It was 
not recorded in any positive code of the law of 
nations; it was not displayed in the elementary 
works of the civilian, nor had it ever been exen- 
plified in the maritime usages of any other coun- 
trys in any other age. In truth, it was the offspring 
of the municipal law of Great Britain alone. 
equally operative in a time of peace and in a time 
of war; and, under all circumstances, inflictinga 
coercive jurisdiction upon the commerce and 
navigation of the world. 

For the legitimate rights of the belligerent 
Powers, the United States had felt and evinced a 
sincere and open respect. Although they had 
marked a diversity of doctrine among the most 
celebrated jurists, upon many of the litigated 
points of the late war; although they had for- 
merly espoused, with the example of the most 
powerful Government of Europe, the principles 
of the armed neutrality, which were established 
in the year 1780, upon the basis of the memor- 
ble declaration of the Empress of all the Russias; 
and although the principles of that declaration 
have been incorporated into all their public trea- 
ties, except in the instance of the Treaty of 1794, 
yet the United States, still faithful to the pacilic 
and impartial policy which they professed, did 
not hesitate, even at the commencement of the 
French revolutionary war, to accept and allow 
the exposition of the law of nations, as it was 
then maintained by Great Britain; and conse 





* See the opinion of Mr. Pickering, Secretary 0! 
Siate, enclosing a plan of a treaty, dated the 3d of May, 
1800, and the opinion of Mr. Wolcott, Secretary of the 
Treasury, dated the 14th of April, 1800. 

t See the opinion of Mr. Stoddert, Secretary of the 
Navy, dated the 23d of April, 1800, and the opinions 
of Mr. Lee, Attorney General, dated the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, and the 30th of April, 1800. 
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sequently, to admit, upon a much contested point, 
that the property of her enemy, in their vessels 
might be lawfully captured as prize of war.* It 
was also freely admitted, that a belligerent Power 
had aright, with proper cautions, to enter and 
search American vessels for the goods of an ene- 
my, and for articles contraband of war; that if 
upon a search such goods or articles were found, 
or if, in the course of the search, persons in the 
military service of the enemy were discovered, a 
belligerent had a right of transhipment and re- 
moval ; that a belligerent had a right, in doubtful 
cases, to carry American vessels to a convenient 
station for further examination, and that a bellig- 
erent hada right to exclude American vessels 
from ports and places, under the blockade of an 
adequate naval force. These rights the law of 
nations might reasonably be deemed to sanction, 
nor has a fair exercise of the powers necessary 
for the enjoyment of these rights been, at any 
time, controverted or opposed by the American 
Government. 

But it must be again remarked, that the claim 
of Great Britain was not to be satisfied by the 
most ample and explicit recognition of the law of 





_ war; for, the law of war treats only of the rela- 
' tions of a belligerent to his enemy, while the 


claim of Great Britain embraced, also, the rela- 
tions between a Sovereign and his subjects. It 
was said, that every British subject was bound 
by a tie of allegiance to his Sovereign, which no 
_ of time, no change of place, no exigency of 
life, could possibly weaken or dissolve. It was 
said, that the British Sovereign was entitled, at 


_ all periods, and on all occasions, to the services 


of his subjects. And it was said, that the British 
vessels of war upon the high seas, might lawfully 
and forcibly enter the merchant vessels of every 
other nation (for the theory of these pretensions 
is not limited to the case of the United States, 
although that case has been, almost exclusively, 
affected by their practical operation) for the pur- 

se of discovering and impressing British sub- 


_ jects.t The United States presume not to discuss 
_ the forms, or the principles, of the governments 
_ established in other countries. Enjoying the right 


and the blessing of self-government, they leave, 
implicitly, to every foreign nation, the choice of 
its social and political institutions. But what- 
ever may be the form or the principle of govern- 
ment, it is an universal axiom of public law, 
among sovereign and independent States, that 
every nation is bound so to use and enjoy its own 
rights as not to injure or destroy the rights of 
any other nation. Say then, that the tie of alle- 
giance cannot be severed, or relaxed, as respects 
the sovereign and the subject; and say, that the 
sovereign is, at all times, entitled to the services 


ane 


* See the correspondence of the year 1792, between 
Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of State, and the Ministers of 
Great Britain and France. See also Mr. Jefferson’s 
letter to the American Minister at Paris, of the same 
year, requesting the recall of Mr. Genet. 

— the British declaration of the 10th of January, 

13, 


of the subject; still, there is nothing gained, in 
support of the British claim, unless it can, also, 
be said, that the British Sovereign has a right to 
seek and seize his subject, while actually within 
the dominion or under the special protection of 
another Sovereign State. This will not surely 
be denominated a process of the law of nations, 
for the purpose of enforcing the rights of war; 
and if it shall be tolerated as a process of the mu- 
nicipal law of Great Britain, for the purpose of 
enforcing the right of the Sovereign to the ser- 
vice of his subjects, there is no principle of dis- 
crimination which can prevent its being em- 
ployed in peace or in war, with all the attendant 
abuses of force and fraud, to justify the seizure of 
British subjects for crimes or for debts; and the 
seizure of British property, for any cause that 
shall be arbitrarily assigned. The introduction 
of these degrading novelties into the maritime 
code of nations, it has been the arduous task of 
the American Government, in the onset, to op- 
pose; and it rests with all other Governments to 
decide, how far their honor and their interests 
must be eventually implicated, by a tacit acquies- 
cence, in the successive usurpations of the British 
flag. If the right claimed by Great Britain be, 
indeed, common to all Governments, the ocean 
will exhibit, in addition to its many other perils, 
a scene of everlasting strife and contention; but 
what other Government has ever claimed or 
exercised the right? If the right shall be execlu- 
sively established as a trophy of the naval supe- 
riority of Great Britain, the ocean, which has 
been sometimes emphatically denominated, “the 
highway of nations,” will be identified, in occu- 
pancy and use, with the dominions of the British 
Crown; and every other nation must enjoy the 
liberty of passage, upon the payment of a tribute, 
or the indulgence of a license; but what nation 
is prepared for this sacrifice of its honor and its 
interests? And if, after all, the right be now 
asserted (as experience too plainly indicates) for 
the purpose of imposing upon the United States, 
to accommodate the British maritime policy, a 
new and odious limitation of the sovereignty and 
independence which were acquired by the glo- 
rious Revolution of 1776, it is not for the Ameri- 
can Government to calculate the duration of a 
war that shall be waged, in resistance of the active 
attempts of Great Britain to accomplish her pro- 
ject; for, where is the American citizen who 
would tolerate a day’s submission to the vassal- 
age of such a condition ? 

But the American Government has seen, with 
some surprise, the gloss which the Prince Regent 
of Great Britain, in his declaration of the 10th of 
January, 1813, has condescended to bestow upon 
the British claim of a right to impress men, on 
board of the merchant vessels of other nations ; 
and the retort, which he has ventured to make, 
upon the conduct of the United States, relative 
to the controverted doctrines of expatriation. The 
American Government, like every other civilized 
Government, avows the principle, and indulges 
the practice, of naturalizing foreigners. In Great 
Britain, and throughout the Continent of Europe, 
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the laws and regulations upon the subject are 
not materially dissimilar, when compared with 
the laws and regulations of the United States. 
The effect, however, of such naturalization, upon 
the connexion, which previously subsisted, be- 
tween the naturalized person and the Govern- 
ment of the country of his birth, has been differ- 
ently considered, at different times, and in differ- 
ent places. Still, there are many respects in 
which a diversity of opinion does not exist, and 
cannot arise. It is agreed, on all hands, that an 
act of naturalization is not a violation of the law 
of nations; and that, in particular, it is not, in 
itself, an offence against the Government whose 
subject is naturalized. It is agreed, that an act 
of naturalization creates, between the parties, the 
reciprocal obligations of allegiance and protection. 
It is agreed, that while a naturalized citizen con- 
tinues within the territory and jurisdiction of his 
adoptive Government, he cannot be pursued, or 
seized, or restrained, by his Sovereign. It is 
agreed, that a naturalized citizen, whatever may 
be thought of the claims of the Sovereign of his 
native country, cannot lawfully be withdrawn 
from the obligations of his contract of naturali- 
zation, by the force, or the seduction, of a third 
Power. And it is agreed, that no Sovereign can 
lawfully interfere, to take from the service, or 
the employment, of another Sovereign, persons 
who are not the subjects of either of the Sov- 
ereigns engaged in the transaction. Beyond the 
palnnipiee of these accorded propositions, what 

ave the United States done to justify the impu- 
tation of “harboring British seamen, and exer- 
cising an assumed right, to transfer the allegiance 
of British subjects?”* The United States have, 
indeed, insisted upon the right of navigating the 
ocean in peace and safety, protecting all that is 
covered by their flag, as on a place of equal and 
common jurisdiction to all nations; save where 
the law of war interposes the exceptions of visi- 
tation, search, and capture; but, in doing this, 
they have done no wrong. The United States 
in perfect consistency, it is believed, with the 
practice of all belligerent nations, not even ex- 
cepting Great Britain herself, have, indeed, an- 
nounced a determination, since the declaration of 
hostilities, to afford protection, as well to the 
naturalized, as to the native citizen, who, giving 
the strongest proofs of fidelity, should be taken in 
arms by the enemy ; and the British cabinet well 
know, that this determination could have no 
influence upon those councils of their Sovereign, 
which preceded and produced the war. It was 
not, then, to “harbor British seamen,” nor to 
“ transfer the allegiance of British subjects ;” nor 
to “cancel the jurisdiction of their legitimate 
Sovereign ;” nor to vindicate “ the pretension that 
acts of naturalization, and certificates of citizen- 
ship, were as valid out of their own territory as 
within it ;”} that the United States have asserted 





* See the British declaration of the 10th of January, 
1813. 

7 See these passages in the British declaration of the 
10th of January, 1813. 
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the honor and the privilege of their flag, by the 
force of reason and of arms, But it was to resist g 
systematic scheme of maritime aggrandizement 
which, prescribing toevery other nation the limits 
of a territorial boundary, claimed for Great Brit. 
ain the exclusive dominion of the seas; ang 
which, spurning the settled principles of the law 
of war, condemned the ships and mariners of the 
United States to suffer, upon the high seas and 
virtually within the jurisdiction of their flag, the 
most rigorous dispensations of the British muni- 
cipal code, inflicted by the coarse and licentious 
hand of a British press-gang. 

The injustice of the British claim, and the 
cruelty of the British practice, have tested, for a 
series of years, the pride and the patience of the 
American Government; but, still, every experi- 
ment was anxiously made to avoid the last resort 
of nations. The claim of Great Britain, in its 
theory, was limited to the right of seeking and 
impressing its own subjects, on board of the mer- 
chant vessels of the United States, although, in 
fatal experience, it has been extended (as already 
capmenyin the seizure of the subjects of every 
other Power, sailing under a voluntary contract 
with the American merchant; to the seizure of 
the naturalized citizens of the United States, sail- 
ing, also, under voluntary contracts, which every 
foreigner, independent of any act of naturalization, 
is at liberty to form in every country; and even 
to the seizure of the native citizens of the United 
States, sailing on board the ships of their own 
nation, in the prosecution of a lawful commerce. 
The excuse, for what has been unfeelingly termed, 
“partial mistakes, and occasional abuse,”* when 
the right of impressment was practised towards 
vessels of the United States, is, in the words of 
the Prince Regent’s declaration, “ a similarity of 
language and manners;” but was it not known, 
when this excuse was offered to the world, thal 
the Russian, the Swede, the Dane, and the Ger- 
man; that the Frenchman, the Spaniard, and 
the Portuguese; nay, that the African and the 
Asiatic ; between whom and the people of Great 
Britain there exists no similarity of language, 
manners, or complexion ; had been, equally with 
the American citizen and the British subject, the 
victims of the impress tyranny ?{ If, however, 
the excuse be sincere; if the real object of the 
impressment be merely to secure to Great Britain 
the naval services of her own subjects, and not to 
man her fleets, in every practicable mode of en- 
listment, by right or by wrong; and if a just and 
generous Government, professing mutual friend- 
ship and respect, may be presumed to prefer the 
accomplishment even of a legitimate purpose, by 
means the least afflicting and injurious to others, 
why have the overtures of the United States, ol- 
fering other means as effectual as impressment, 





*See the British declaration of the 10th of January, 
1813. 

} See the letter of Mr. Pickering, Secretary of State, 
to Mr. King, Minister at London, of the 26th of Octo- 
ber, 1796; and the letter of Mr. Marshall, Secretary 
of State, to Mr. King, of the 20th of September, 1800. 
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Causes and Character of the War. 


rpose avowed, to the consideration and 
ua of Great Britain, been forever eluded 
or rejected ? It has been offered, that the number 
of men to be protected by an American vessel, 
should be limited by her tonnage; that British 
officers should be permitted, in British ports, to 
enter the vessel, in order to ascertain the number 
of men on board; and that, in case of an addition 
to her crew, the British subjects enlisted should 
be liable to impressment.* It was offered in the 
solemn form of a law, that American seamen 


_ should be registered ; that they should be provi- 
ded with certificates of citizenship ;{ and that the 


roll of the crew of every vessel should be formally 
authenticated.{ It was offered, that no refuge or 


_ protection should be given to deserters ; but that, 


nat Bes Sa 


on the contrary, they should be surrendered.|| It 
was “again and again offered, to concur in a con- 
vention, which it was thought practicable to be 
formed and which should settle the questions of 
impressment, in a manner that would be safe for 
England, and satisfactory to the United States.”§ 
It was offered, that each party should prohibit its 
citizens or subjects, from clandestinely conceal- 
ing or carrying away, from the territories or col- 
onies of the other, any seaman belonging to the 
other party.f]/ And, conclusively, it has been of- 


- fered and declared by law, that “after the termi- 


nation of the present war, it should not be lawful 
toemploy on board of any of the public or private 
vessels of the United States, any persons, except 
citizens of the United States; and that no for- 


_ eigner should be admitted to become a citizen 


_ hereafter, who had not, for the continued term of 


| five years, resided within the United States, with- 


out being, at any time, during the five years, out 
of the territory of the United States.”** 

It is manifest then, that such provision might 
be made by law; and that such provision has 
been repeatedly and urgently proposed ; as would, 
in all future times, exclude from the maritime 
service of the United States, both in public and 
in private vessels, every person, who could, pos- 


_ sibly, be claimed by Great Britain, as a native 


subject, whether he had, or had not, been natural- 





*See the letter of Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of State, 


_ to Mr. Pinkney, Minister at London, dated the 11th of 


June, 1792, and the letter of Mr. Pickering, Secretary 
of State, to Mr. King, Minister at London, dated the 
8th of June, 1796. 
t See the act of Congress, passed the 28th of May, 
1796. 
See the letter of Mr. Pickering, Secretary of State 
to Mr. King, Minister at London, dated the 8th of June, 
1796. 


| See the project of a treaty on the subject, between 
Mr. Pickering, Secretary of State, and Mr. Liston, the 
British Minister, at Philadelphia, in the year 1800. 

§ See the letter of Mr. King, Minister at London, to 
the Secretary of State, dated the 15th of March, 1799. 

I See the letter of Mr. King, to the Secretary of State, 
dated in July, 1803. 

— See the act of Congress, passed on the 3d of March, 

1813. 


ized in America.* Enforced by the same sanctions 
and securities, which are employed to enforce the 
penal code of Great Britain, as well as the penal 
code of the United States, the provision would 
afford the strongest evidence, that no British sub- 
ject could be found in service on board of an 
American vessel; and, consequently, whatever 
might be the British right of impressment, in the 
abstract, there would remain no justifiable motive, 
there could hardly be invented a plausible pretext, 
to exercise it, at the expense of the American 
right of lawful commerce. If, too, as it has some- 
times been insinuated, there would, nevertheless, 
be room for frauds and evasions, it is sufficient to 
observe, that the American Government would 
always be ready to hear, and to redress, every 
just complaint; or, if redress were sought and re- 
fused, (a preliminary course, that ought never to 
have been omitted, but which Great Britain has 
never pursued,) it would still be in the power of 
the British Government to resort to its own force, 
by acts equivalent to war, for the reparation of 
its wrongs. But Great Britain has, unhappily, 
perceived in the acceptance of the overtures, of 
the American Government, consequences inju- 
rious to her maritime policy ; and, therefore, with- 
holds it, at the expense of her justice. She per- 
ceives, perhaps, a loss of the American nursery 
for her seamen, while she is at peace; a loss of 
the service of American crews, while she is at 
war; and a loss of many of those opportunities, 
which have enabled her to enrich her navy, by 
the spoils of the American commerce, without 
exposing her own commerce to the risk of retalia- 
tion or reprisals. Thus, were the United States, 
in a season of reputed peace, involved in the evils 
of a state of war; and thus was the American 
flag annoyed by a nation still professing to cherish 
the sentiments of mutual friendship and respect, 
which had been recently vouched, by the faith of 
a solemn treaty. But the American Government 
even yet abstained from vindicating its rights, 
and from avenging its wrongs, by an appeal to 
arms. It was not an insensibility to those wrongs; 
nor a dread of British power; nor a subserviency 
to British interests, that prevailed, at that period, 
in the Councils of the United States; but, under 
all trials, the American Government abstained 
from the appeal toarms then, as it has, re 
since done, in, its collisions with France, as we 
as with Great Britain, from the purest love of 
peace, while peace could be rendered compatible 
with the honor and independence of the nation. 
During the period which has hitherto been 
more particularly contemplated, (from the decla- 
ration of hostilities between Great Britain and 
France in the year 1792, until the short-lived 
pacification of the Treaty of Amiens in 1802,) 
there were not wanting occasions, to test the 
consistency and the impartiality of the American 
Government, by a comparison of its conduct to- 





* See the letter of instructions from Mr. Monroe, Sec- 

retary of State, to the Plenipotentiaries for treating of 

ce with Great Britain, under the mediation of the 
mperor Alexander, dated the 15th of April, 1813. 
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wards Great Britain, with its conduct towards 
other nations. The manifestations of the ex- 
treme jealousy of the French Government, and 
of the intemperate zeal of its Ministers near the 
United States, were coeval with the proclama- 
tion of neutrality; but after the ratification of 
the Treaty of London, the scene of violence, spo- 
liation, and contumely, opened by France, upon 
the United States, became such, as to admit, per- 
haps, of no parallel, exceptin the contemperaneous 
scenes which were exhibited by the injustice of 
her great competitor. The American Govern- 
ment acted, in both cases, on the same pacific 
policy; in the same spirit of patience and for- 
bearance; but with the same determination, also, 
to assert the honor and independence of the na- 
tion. When, therefore, every conciliatory effort 
had failed, and when two successive missions of 
peace had been contemptuously repulsed, the 
American Government, in the year 1798, annull- 
ed its treaties with France, and waged a mari- 
time war against the nation, for the defence of 
its citizens, and of its commerce, passing on the 
high seas. But as soon as the hope was con- 
ceived, of a satisfactory change in the disposi- 
tions of the French Government, the American 
Government hastened to send another mission to 
France; and a convention, signed in the year 
1800, terminated the subsisting differences be- 
tween the two countries. 

Nor were the United States able, during the 
same period, to avoid a collision with the Gov- 
ernment of Spain, upon many important and 
critical questions of boundary and commerce; of 
Indian warfare, and maritime spoliation. Pre- 
serving, however, their system of moderation, in 
the assertion of their rights, a course of amicable 
discussion and explanation, produced mutual 
satisfaction; and a Treaty of Friendship, Limits, 
and Navigation, was formed in the year 1795, by 
which the citizens of the United States acquired 
a right, for the space of three years, to deposite 
their merchandises and effects in the port of New 
Orleans; with a promise, either that the enjoy- 
ment of that right should be indefinitely contin- 
ued, or that another part of the banks of the Mis- 
sissippi should be assigned for an equivalent estab- 
blishment. But, when, in the year 1802, the 
port of New Orleans was abruptly closed against 
the citizens of the United States, without an 
assignment of any other equivalent place of de- 
posite, the harmony of the two countries was 
again most seriously endangered, until the Span- 
ish Government, yielding to the remonstrances 
of the United States, disavowed the act of the 
Intendant of New Orleans, and ordered the right 
of deposite to be reinstated, on the terms of the 
Treaty of 1795. 

The effects produced, even by a temporary sus- 
pension of the right of deposite at New Orleans, 
upon the interests and feelings of the nation, nat- 
urally suggested to the American Government 
the expediency of peeling against their concur- 
rence, by the acquisition of a permanent property 
in the Province of Louisiana. The Minister of 
the United States, at Madrid, was, accordingly, 


es and Character of the War. ; 











instructed to apply to the Government of Spain 
upon the subject; and, on the the 4th of May, 
1803, he received an answer, stating, that “by 
the retrocession made to France of Louisiana, 
that Power regained the province, with the limits 
it had, saving the — acquired by other Pow. 
ers; and that the United States could address 
themselves to the French Government, to hego- 
tiate the acquisition of territories, which might 
suit their interest.”* But, before this reference. 
official information of the same fact had been re. 
ceived by Mr. Pinkney from the Court of Spain, 
in the month of March preceding, and the Amer. 
ican Government, having instituted a special mis. 
sion to negotiate the purchase of Louisiana from 
France, or from Spain, whichever should be its 
sovereign, the purchase was accordingly accom- 
plished, for a valuable consideration, (that was 
punctually paid) by the Treaty concluded at 
Paris, on the 30th of April, 1803. 

The American Government has not seen, with- 
out some sensibility, that a transaction, accom- 
panied by such circumstances of general publicity 
and of scrupulous good faith, has been denounced 
by the Prince Regent, in his declaration of the 
10th of January, 1813, as a proof of the “ ungen- 
erous conduct” of the United States towards 
Spain.t In amplification of the Royal charge, 
the British negotiators at Ghent have presumed 
to impute “the acquisition of Louisiana, by the 
United States, to a spirit of aggrandizement, not 
necessary to their own security ;” and to main- 
tain “that the purchase was made against the 
known conditions on which it had been ceded 
by Spain to France ;{ that “in the face of the 

rotestation of the Minister of His Catholic Ma- 
jesty at Washington, the President of the United 
States ratified the Treaty of Purchase ;”| and 
that “there was good reason to believe that 
many circumstances attending the transaction 
were industriously concealed.”} The American 
Government cannot condescend to retort asper- 
sions so unjust, in language so opprobrious ; aud 
eremptorily rejects the pretension of Great 
Britain to interfere in the business of the United 
States and Spain; but it owes, nevertheless, to 
the claims of truth, a distinct statement of the 
facts which have been thus misrepresented. 
When the special mission was appointed to ne- 
gotiate the purchase of Louisiana from France, 
in the manner already mentioned, the Americaa 
Minister at London was instructed to explaio 
the object of the mission ; and having made the 





*See the letter from Don Pedro Cevallos, the Min- 
ister of Spain, to Mr. C. Pinkney, the Minister of the 
United States, dated the 4th of May, 1803, from which 
the passage cited is literally translated. 

t See the Prince Regent’s declaration of the 10th o! 
January, 1813. 

See the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 4th of September, 1814. 

§ See the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 19th of September, 1814. 

§ See the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 8th of October, 1814. 
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explanation, he was assured by the British Gov- 
ernment, “that the communication was received 
in good part; no doubt was suggested of the right 
of the Gaited States to pursue, separately and 
alone, the objects they aimed at; but the British | 
Governmentappeared to be satisfied with the Pres- 
ident’s views on thisimportant subject.”* As soon, 
too, as the Treaty of Purchase was concluded, be- 
fore hostilities were again actually commenced 
between Great Britainand France, and previously, 
indeed, to the departure of the French Ambassa- 
dor from London, the American Minister openly 
notified to the British Government, that a treaty 
had been signed, “by which the complete sover- 
eignty of the town and territory of New Orleans, 
as well as of all Louisiana, as the same was here- 
tofore possessed by Spain, had been acquired by 
theU nited States of America ; and, that in draw- 
ing up the treaty, care had been taken so to frame 
the same as not to infringe any right of Great 
Britain, in the navigation of the river Missis- 
sippi.”t In the answer of the British Govern- 
ment, it was explicitly declared by Lord Hawkes- 
bury, “that he received His Majesty’s commands 
to express the pleasure with which His Majesty 
had received the intelligence ; and to add, that 
His Majesty regarded the care which had been 
taken so to frame the treaty as not to infringe 
any right of Great Britain in the navigation of 
the Mississippi, as the most satisfactory evidence 
of a disposition on the part of the Government of 
the United States, correspondent with that which 
His Majesty entertained, to promote and improve 
that harmony which so happily subsisted be- 
tween the two countries, and which was so con- 
ducive to their mutual benefit."t The world 
will judge, whether, under such circumstances, 
the British Government had any cause, on its 
own account, to arraign the conduct of the Uni- 
ted States in making the purchase of Louisiana ; 
and certainly no greater cause will be found for the 
arraignment on account of Spain. The Spanish 
Government was apprized of the intention of the 
United States to negotiate for the purchase of 
that province; its Ambassador witnessed the pro- 
gress of the negotiation at Paris, and the conclu- 
sion of the Treaty on the 30th of April, 1803, was 
promptly known and understood at Madrid—yet, 
the Spanish Government interposed no objection, 
no protestation, against the transaction in Eu- 
rope; and it was not until the month of Septem- 
ber, 1803, that the American Government heard 
with surprise, from the Minister of Spain at 
Washington, that His Catholic Majesty was dis- 
satisfied with the cession of Louisiana to the 
United States. Notwithstanding this diplomatic 
remonstrance, however, the Spanish Government 
* See the letter from the Secretary of State to Mr. 
King, the American Minister at London, dated the 
29th of January, 1803; and Mr. King’s letter to the 
Secretary of State, dated the 28th of April, 1803. 
T See the letter of Mr. King, to Lord Hawkesbury, 
dated the 15th of May, 1803. 
} See the letter of Lord Hawkesbury, to Mr. King, 
dated the 19th of May, 1803. 
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proceeded to deliver the possession of Louisiana 
to France, in execution of the Treaty of Ildel- 
fonso; saw France, by an almost simultaneous 
act, transfer the possession to the United States, 
in execution of the ‘Treaty of Purchase; and, 
finally instructed the Marquis de Casa Yrujo to 
resent to the American Government the decla- 
ation of the 15th of May, 1804, acting “by the 
special order of his Sovereign,” “that the ex- 
planations, which the Government of France had 
given to His Catholic Majesty concerning the 
sale of Louisiana to the United States, and the 
amicable dispositions on the part of the King his 
master, towards these States, had determined him 
to abandon the opposition, which at a prior period, 
and with the most substantial motives, he had 
manifested against the transaction.”* 

But after this amicable and decisive arrange- 
ment of all differences, in relation to the validity 
of the Louisiana purchase, a question of some 
embarrassment remained in relation to the boun- 
daries of the ceded territory. This question, how- 
ever, the American Government always has been, 
and always will be, willing to discuss, in the most 
candid manner, and to settle upon the most liberal 
basis with the Government of Spain. It was not, 
therefore, a fair topic with which to inflame the 
Prince Regent’s declaration, or to embellish the 
diplomatic notes of the British negotiators at 
Ghent.t The period has arrived when Spain, 
relieved from her European labors, may be ex- 
pected to bestow her attention more effectually 
upon the state of the colonies ; and, acting with 
wisdom, justice, and magnanimity, of which she 
has given frequent examples, she will find no dif- 
ficulty in meeting the recent advances of the 
American Government, for an honorable adjust- 
ment of every point in controversy between the 
two countries, without seeking the aid of British 
mediation, or adopting the animosity of British 
Councils. 

But still the United States, feeling a constant 
interest in the opinion of enlightened and impar- 
tial nations, cannot hesitate to embrace the oppor- 
tunity for representing, in the simplicity of truth, 
the events by which they have been led to take 
possession of a part of the Floridas, notwithstand- 
ing the claim of Spain to the sovereignty of the 
same territory. In the acceptation and under- 
standing of the United States, the cession of Lou- 
isiana embraced the country south of the Missis- 
sippi Territory, and eastward of the river Missis- 
sippi, and extending to the river Perdido; but 
“their conciliatory views, and their confidence 
in the justice of their cause, and in the success of 
a candid discussion and amicable negotiation 
with a just and friendly Power, induced them to 
acquiesce in the temporary continuance of that 





* See the letter of the Marquis de Casa Yrujo, to 
the American Secretary of State, dated the 15th of 
May, 1804. 


{See the Prince Regent’s declaration of the 10th 
of January, 1813. See the notes of the British Com- 
missioners, dated 19th September, 8th October, 1814. 
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territory, under the Spanish authority.”* When, 
however, the adjustment of the boundaries of 
Louisiana, as weil as a reasonable indemnifica- 
tion, on account of maritime spoliations, and the 
suspension of the right of deposite at New Or- 
leans, seemed to be epeeeieey postponed, on the 
rt of Spain, by events which the United States 
not contributed to produce, and could not 
control ; when a crisis had arrived subversive of 
the order of things under the Spanish authorities, 
contravening the views of both parties, and en- 
dangering the tranquillity and security of the 
adjoining territories, by the intrusive establish- 
ment of a Government independent of Spain, as 
well as of the United States; and when, at a 
later period, there was reason to believe that Great 
Britain herself designed to occupy the Floridas, 
fone she has, indeed, actually occupied Pensacola 
or hostile purposes, ) the American Government, 
without departing from its respect for the rights 
of Spain, and even consulting the honor of that 
State, unequal as she then was to the task of sup- 
pane the intrusive-establishment, was impelled 
y the paramount principle of self-preservation, 
to rescue its own rights from the impending dan- 
ger. Hence, the United States in the year 1810, 
proceeding, step by step, according to the grow- 
ing exigencies of the time, took possession of the 
country, in which the standard of independence 
had been displayed, excepting such places as were 
held by a Spanish force. In the year 1811, they 
authorized their President, by law, provisionally 
to accept of the possession of East Florida from 
the local authorities, or to pre-occupy it against 
the attempt of a foreign Power to seize it. In 
1813, they obtained the possession of Mobile, the 
only place then held by a Spanish force in West 
Florida; with a view to their own immediate 
security, but without varying the questions de- 
pending between them and Spain, in relation to 
that province. And, in the year 1814, the Ame- 
rican commander, acting under the sanction of 
the law of nations, but unauthorized by the or- 
ders of his Government, drove from Pensacola 
the British troops, who, in violation of the neu- 
tral territory of Spain, (a violation which Spain, 
it is believed, must herself resent, and would have 
resisted, if the opportunity had occurred,) seized 
and fortified that station, to aid in military ope- 
rations against the United States. Bat all these 
measures of safety and necessity were frankly 
explained, as they oceurred, to the Government of 
Spain, and even to the Government of Great 
Britain, antecedently to the declaration of war, 
with the sincerest assurances that the possession 
of the territory thus acquired “should not cease to 
be a subject of fair and friendly negotiation and 
adjustment.” t 





* See the proclamation of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, authorizing Governor Claiborne to take 
possession of the territory, dated the 27th of October, 
1810. 

T See the letter from the Secretary of State, to Gov- 
ernor Claiborne, and the President’s proclamation, 
dated the 27th of October, 1810. 





The present review of the conduct of the Uji. 
ted States towards the belligerent Powers of Ry. 
rope, will be regarded by every candid mind as q 
necessary medium to vindicate their national 
character from the aunmerited imputations of the 
Prince Regent’s declaration of the 10th of Jany- 
ary, 1813; and nota medium voluntarily assumed 
according to the insinuations of that declaration, 
for the revival of unworthy prejudices or vindic- 
tive passions, in reference to transactions that are 
past. The Treaty of Amiens, which seemed to 
terminate the war in Europe, seemed also to ter. 
minate the neutral sufferings of America; but the 
hope of repose was, in both respects, delusive and 
transient. The hostilities which were renewed 
between Great Britain and France, in the year 
1803, were immediately followed by a renewal of 
the aggressions of the belligerent Powers, upon 
the commercial rights and political independence 
of the United States. There was scarcely, there. 
fore, an interval separating the aggressions of the 
first war from the aggressions of the second war: 
and although, in nature, the aggressions contin- 
ued to be the same, in extent, they became ineal- 
culably more destructive. It will be seen, how. 
ever, that the American Government inflexibly 
maintained its neutral and pacific policy in every 
extremity of the latter trial, with the same good 
faith and forbearance that, in the former trial, had 
distinguished itsconduct; until it was compelled 
to chouse from the alternative, of national degra- 
tion or national resistance. And, if Great Britain 
alone then became the object of the American 
declaration of war, it will be seen that Great Brit- 
ain alone had obstinately closed the door of ami- 
cable negotiation. 

The American Minister at London, anticipat- 
ing the rupture between Great Britain and France, 
had obtained assurances from the British Gov- 
ernment, “ that, in the event of war, the instruc- 
‘tions given to their naval officers should be 
‘drawn up with plainness and precision ; and, \1 
* general, thet the rights of belligerents should be 
* exercised in moderation,and with due respect for 
* those of neutrals.”* And in relation to the im- 
portant subject of impressment, he had actually 

repared for signature, with the assent of Lord 
Rewkalery and Lord St. Vincent, a convention, 
to continue during five years, declaring, that “no 
‘ seaman, nor seafaring person, should, upon the 
‘ high seas, and without the jurisdiction of either 
‘ party, be demanded or taken out of any ship. 








See the proceedings of the Convention of Florida 
transmitted to the Secretary of State, by the Governor 
of the Mississippi Territory, in his letter of the 17th o! 
October, 1810; and the answer of the Secretary 0 
State, dated the 15th of November, 1810. 

See the letter of Mr. Morier, British Charge d’ Affaires, 
to the Secretary of State, dated the 15th of December, 
1810; and the Secretary’s answer. 

See the correspondence between Mr. Monroe ani 
Mr. Foster, the British Minister, in the months of July, 
September, and November, 1811. 


*See the letter of Mr. King to the Secretary of 


State, dated the 16th of May, 1803. 
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‘ or vessel, belonging to the citizens or subjects of 
‘ one e parties, by the public or private- 
‘armed ships, or men of war, belonging to, or in 
‘ the service of, the other party; and that strict 
‘ orders should be given for the due observance 
‘of the engagement.”* This convention, which 
explicitly relinquished impressments from Amer- 
jean vessels, on the high seas, and to which the 
British Ministers had at first agreed, Lord St. 
Vincent was desirous afterwards to modify, *‘stat- 
ing, that on further reflection, he was of opinion 
that the narrow seas should be expressly excepted, 
they having been, as his Lordship remarked, im- 
memorially considered to be within the dominion 
of Great Britain.’ The American Minister, 
however, “ having or suse from the tenor of his 
conversations with Lord St. Vincent, that the 
doctrine of mare clauswm would not be revived 


_ against the United States on this occasion, but 


that England would be content, with the limited 
jurisdiction, or dominion, over the seas a 
to her territories, which is assigned by the law of 


_ nations to other States, was disappointed, on re- 


ceiving Lord St. Vincent’s communication ; and 
chose rather to abandon the negotiation than to 
acquiesce in the doctrine it proposed to estab- 
lish."t But it was still some satisfaction to re- 
ceive a formal declaration from the British Gov- 
ernment, communicated by its Minister at Wash- 
ington, after the recommencement of the war in 
Europe, which promised, in effect, to reinstate 
the practice of naval blockades, upon the princi- 
ples of the law of nations; so that no blockade 


_ should be considered as existing, “unless in re- 
_ spect of particular ports, which might be actually 
_ invested; and, then, that the vessels bound to 


such ports should not be captured, unless they 
had previously been warned not to enter them.” 

All the precautions of the American Govern- 
ment were, nevertheless, ineffectual; and the as- 
surances of the British Government were, in no 
instance, verified. The outrage of impressment 
was again, indiscriminately, perpetrated upon the 
crew of every American vessel, and on every 
sea. The enormity of blockades, established by 


_ an Order in Council, without a legitimate object, 
_ and maintained by an Order in Council, without 


the application of a competent force, was, more 
and more, developed. The rule, denominated 
“the rule of the war of 1756,” was revived, in an 
affected style of moderation, but in a spirit of 
more rigorous execution. || The lives, the lib- 
erty, the fortunes, and the happiness, of the citi- 


*See the letter of Mr. King to the Secretary of 
State, dated July, 1803. 

TSee the letter of Mr. King to the Secretary of 
State, dated July, 1803. 

{See the letter of Mr. Merry to the Secretary of 
State, dated the 12th of April, 1804, and the enclosed 
copy of a letter from Mr. Nepean, the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, to Mr. Hammond, the British under 
ae of State for foreign Affairs, dated January 

{See the Orders in Council of the 24th of June, 
1803, and the 17th of August, 1805. 


zens of the United States, engaged in the pur- 
suits of navigation and commerce, were once 
more subjected to the violence and cupidity of 
the British cruisers. And, in brief, so grievous, 
so intolerable, had the afflictions of the nation 
become, that the people, with one mind and one 
voice, called loudiy upon their Government for 
redress and protection;* the Congress of the 
United States, participating in the feelings and 
resentments of the time, urged upon the Execu- 
tive Magistrate the necessity of an immediate de- 
mand of reparation from Great Britain;t while 
the same patriotic spirit, which had opposed Brit- 
ish usurpation in 1793, and encountered French 
hostility in 1798, was again pledged, in every va- 
riety of form, to the maintenance of the national 
honor and independence during the more ardu- 
ous trial that arose in 1805. 

Amidst these scenes of injustice on the one hand, 
and of reclamation on the other, the American 
Government preserved its equanimity and its firm- 
ness. It beheld much in the conduct of France, 
and of her ally, (Spain,) to provoke reprisals. It 
beheld more in the conduct of Great Britain, that 
led unavoidably, as had often been avowed, to 
the last resort of arms. It beheld in the temper 
of the nation all that was requisite to justify an 
immediate selection of Great Britain as the object 
of a declaration of war. And it could not but 
behold in the policy of France the strongest mo- 
tive to acquire the United States, as an associate 
in the existing conflict. Yet, these considerations 
did not then, more than at any former crisis, sub- 
due the fortitude or mislead the judgment of the 
American Government; but, in perfect consis- 
tency with its neutral, as well as its pacific sys- 
tem, it demanded atonement by remonstrances 
with France and Spain, and it sought the preser- 
vation of peace by negotiation with Great Britain. 

It has been shown, that a treaty proposed em- 

hatically by the British Minister, resident at 

hiladelphia, “as the means of drying up every 
source of complaint and irritation upon the head 
of impressment,” was “deemed utterly inadmis- 
sible” by the American Government, because it 
did not sufficiently provide for that object.t It 
has also been shown, that another treaty proposed 
by the American Minister at London was laid 
aside because the British Government, while it 
was willing to relinquish expressly impressments 
from Ameriean vessels on the high seas, insisted 
upon an exception in reference to the narrow seas, 
claimed as a part of the British dominion. And 
experience demonstrated, that, although the spo- 





*See the memorials of Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, &c., presented to Congress in the 
end of the year 1805, and the beginning of the year 
1806. 

{See the resolutions of the Senate of the United 
States, of the 10th and 14th of February, 1806; and 
the resolution of the House of Representatives. 

See Mr. Liston’s letter to the Secretary of State, 
dated the 4th February, 1800; and the letter of Mr. 
Pickering, Secretary of State, to the President of the 
United States, dated the 20th February, 1800. 
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liations committed upon the American commerce 
might admit of reparation by the payment of a 
pecuniary equivalent; yet, consulting the honor 
and the feelings of the nation, it was impossible 
to receive satisfaction for the cruelties of impress- 
ment by any other means than by an entire dis- 
continuance of the practice. When, therefore, 
the Envoys Extraordinary were appvuinted in the 
year 1806 to negotiate with the British Govern- 
ment, every authority was given for the ee 
of conciliation ; nay, an act of Congress ie ibit- 
ing the importation of certain articles of British 
manufacture into the United States was sus- 
pended, in proof of a friendly disposition.* But, 
it was declared that “the suppression of impress- 
ment and the definition of blockades were abso- 
lutely indispensable ;” and that, “ without a pro- 
vision against impressments, no treaty should be 
concluded.” The American Envoys, accordingly, 
took care to communicate to the British Com- 
missioners the limitations of their powers. Influ- 
enced, at the same time, by a sincere desire to 
terminate the differences between the two nations; 
knowing the solicitude of their Government to 
relieve its seafaring citizens from actual suffer- 
ance; listening with confidence to assurances and 
explanations of the British Commissioners, in a 
sense favorable to their wishes ; and, judging from 
a state of information that gave no immediate 
cause to doubt the sufficiency of those assurances 
and explanations ;—the Envoys, rather than ter- 
minate the negotiation without any arrangement, 
were willing to rely upon the efficacy of a sub- 
stitute for a positive article in the treaty, to be 
submitted to the consideration of their Govern- 
ment, as this, according to the declaration of the 
British Commissioners, was the only arrangement 
they were permitted at that time to propose or to 
allow. The substitute was Smeaene in the form 
of a note from the British Commissioners to the 
American Envoys, and contained a pledge “ that 
instructions had been given, and should be re- 
peated and enforced, for the observance of the 
greatest caution in the impressing of British sea- 
men; that the strictest care should be taken to 
preserve the citizens of the United States from 
any molestation or injury; and that immedi- 
ate and prompt redress should be afforded, upon 
any representation of injury sustained by them.” 

nasmuch, however, as the treaty contained no 
provision against impressment, and it was seen 
by the Government, when the treaty was under 
consideration for ratification, that the pledge con- 
tained in the substitute was not complied with, 
but, on the contrary, that the impressments were 
continued with undiminished violeacein the Ame- 
rican seas, so long after the alleged date of the in- 
structions which were toarrest them, that the prac- 
tical inefficacy of the substitute could not be doubt- 
ed by the Government here, the ratification of the 





* See the act of Congress, passed the 18th of April, 
1806; and the act suspending it, passed the 19th of 
December, 1806. 

+ See the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 8th November, 1806. 








— 


treaty was necessarily declined ; and it has since 
appeared, that, after a change in the British Min. 
istry had taken place, it was declared by the Sec. 
retary of Foreign Affairs that no engagements 
were entered into, on the part of His Majesty, as 
connected with the treaty, except such as appear 
upon the face of it.* 

The American Government, however, with 
unabating solicitude for peace, urged an imme- 
diate renewal of the negotiations on the basis of 
the abortive treaty, until this course was peremp- 
torily declared, by the British Government, to be 
“ wholly inadmissible.’’} 

But, independent of the silence of the proposed 
treaty, upon the great topic of American com- 
plaint, and of the view which has been taken of 
the projected substitute; the contemporaneous 
declaration of the British Commissioners, deliy- 
ered by the command of their Sovereign, and to 
which the American Envoys refused to make 
themselves a party, or to give the slightest degree 
of sanction, was regarded by the American Goy- 
ernment, as ample cause of rejection. In refer. 
ence to the French decree, which had been issued 
at Berlin, on the 2lst of November, 1806, it was 
declared, that if France should carry the threats 
of that decree into execution, and “ if neutral na- 
tions, contrary to all expectation, should acquiesce 
in such usurpations, His Majesty might, prob- 
ably, be compelled, however reluctantly, to retali- 
ate, in his just defence, and to adopt, in regard to 
the commerce of neutral nations with his enemies, 
the same measures which those nations should 
have permitted to be enforced against their com- 
merce with his subjects;” “that His Majesty 
could not enter into the stipulations of the pres- 
ent treaty, without an explanation from the United 
States of their intentions, or a reservation on the 

art of His Majesty, in the case above mentioned, 
if it should ever occur ;” and “ that, without a for- 
mal abandonment, or tacit relinquishment, of the 
unjust pretensions of France, or without such 
conduct and assurance on the part of the United 
States, as should give security to His Majesty, 
that they would not submit to the French inno- 
vations, in the established system of maritime 
law, His Majesty would not consider himself 
bound, by the present signature of his Commis- 
sioners, to ratify the treaty, or precluded from 
adopting such measures as might seem necessaty 
for counteracting the designs of the enemy.” } 

The reservation of a power to invalidate a sol: 
emn treaty, at the Pes of one of the parties, 
and the menace of inflicting punishment upon 
the United States, for the offences of another 0a- 
tion, proved, in the event, a prelude to the scenes 
of violence which Great Britain was then abou! 
to display, and which it would have been im 
proper for the American negotiators to anticipate. 





* See Mr. Canning’s letter to the American Envoys, 
dated the 27th October, 1807. 

t See the same letter. 

t See the note of the British Commissioners, dated 
the 3lst of December, 1806. See, also, the answer o 
Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, to that note. 
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For, if a commentary were wanting to explain 
the real design of such conduct, it would be 
found in the fact, that within eight days from the 
date of the treaty, and before it was possible for 
the British Government to have known the ef- 
fect of the Berlin decree on the American Gov- 
ernment; nay, even before the Government had 
itself heard of that decree, the destruction of 
American commerce was commenced by the Or- 
der in Council of the 7th of January, 1807, which 
enaounced, “that no vessel should be permitted 
to trade from one port to another, both which 

rts should belong to, or be in possession of, 

rance, or her allies; or should be so far under 
their control, as that British vessels might not 
trade freely thereat.* 

During the whole period of this negotiation, 
which did not finally close until the British Gov- 
ernment declared, in the month of October, 1807, 
that negotiation was no longer admissible, the 
course pursued by the British squadron, stationed 
more immediately on the American coast, was, 
in the extreme, vexatious, predatory, and hostile. 
The territorial jurisdiction of the United States, 
extending, upon the principles of the law of na- 
tions, at least a league over the adjacent ocean, 
was totally disregarded and contemned. Ves- 
sels employed in the coasting trade, or in the busi- 


_ ness of the pilot and the fisherman, were objects 
_ of incessant violence; their petty cargoes were 
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plundered, and some of their scanty crews were 
often either impressed, or wounded, or killed, by 
the force of British frigates. British ships of war 
hovered, in warlike display, upon the coast ; block- 
aded the ports of the United States, so that no 
vessel could enter, or depart, in safety; penetra- 


' ted the bays and rivers, and even anchored in the 
| harbors, of the United States, to exercise a juris- 


TERE 2 ee 


diction of impressment ; threatened the towns and 
villages with conflagration; and wantonly dis- 
charged musketry, as well as cannon, upon the 
inhabitants of an open and unprotected country. 
The neutrality of the American territory was vio- 


| lated on every occasion; and, at last, the Ameri- 
_ can Government was doomed to suffer the great- 
» est indignity which could be offered to a sover- 
| eign and independent nation, in the ever memo- 
_ rable attack of a British fifty gun ship, under the 
- countenance of the British squadron, anchored 
_ within the waters of the United States, upon the 
_ frigate Chesapeake, peaceably prosecuting a dis- 
_ tant voyage. The British Government affected, 
_ from time to time, to disapprove and condemn 

_ these outrages; but the officers who perpetrated 


them were generally applauded; if tried, they 
were acquitted ; if removed from the American 


_ station, it was only to be promoted in another sta- 


tion; and if atonement were offered, as in the fla- 
grant instance of the frigate Chesapeake, the 
atonement was so ungracious in the manner, and 
so tardy in the result, as to betray the want of 
that conciliatory spirit which ought to have char- 
acterized it.t 
—— 

* See the Order in Council of January 7, 1807. 

T See the evidence of these facts reported to Con- 


13th Con. 3d Sess. —46 


But the American Government, soothing the 
exasperated spirit of the people, by a proclamation, 
which interdicted the entrance of all British 
armed vessels, into the harbors and waters of the 
United States,* neither commenced hostilities 
against Great Britain, nor sought a defensive al- 
liance with France, nor relaxed in its firm but 
conciliatory efforts to enfurce the claims of jus- 
tice upon the honor of both nations. 

Therivalambition of Great Britain and France, 
now, however, approached the. consummation, 
which, involving the destruction of all neatral 
rights, upon an avowed principle of action. could 
not fail to render an actual state of war, compar- 
atively, more safe and more prosperous than the 
imaginary state-of peace, to which neutrals were 
reduced. The just and impartial conduct of a 
neutral nation ceased tu be its shield and-its safe- 
guard, when the conduct of the belligerent Powers 
towards each other became the only criterion of 
the law of war. The wrong committed by one 
of the belligerent Powers, was thus made the sig- 
nal for the perpetration of a greater wrong by 
the other; and if the American Government com- 
plained to both Powers, their answer, although it 
never denied the cause of complaint, invariably 
retorted an idle and offensive inquiry into the 
priority of their respective aggressions; or each 
demanded a course of resistance, against its an- 
tagonist, which was calculated to prostrate the 
American right of self government, and to coerce 
the United States, against their interest and their 
policy, into becoming an associate in the war. 
But the American Government never did, and 
never can, admit, that a belligerent Power, “in 
taking steps to restrain the violence of its enemy, 
aod to retort upon them the evils of their own 
injustice,” is entitled to disturb and to destroy 
the rights of a neutral Power, as recognised and 
established by the law of nations. It was im- 
possible, indeed} that the real features of the mis- 
called retaliatory systeta, should be long masked 
from the world; when Great Britain, even io her 
acts of professed retaliation, declared that France 
was unable to execute the hostile denunciations 
of her decrees ;} and when Great Britain herself, 
unblushingly, entered into the same commerce 
with her enemy (through the medium of forge- 
ries, perjuries, and licenses,) from which she had 
interdicted unoffending neutrals. The pride of 
naval superiority, and the cravings of coummer- 
cial monopoly, gave, after all, the impulse and 
direction to the councils of the British Cabinet ; 





gress in November, 1806. See the documents respect- 
ing Captain Love, of the Driver; Captain Whitby, of 
the Leander, &c. 

See also, the correspondence respecting the frigate 
Chesapeake, with Mr. Canning at London; with Mr. 
Rose, at Washington ; and with Mr. Erskine, at Wash- 
ington. 

*See the proclamation of the 2d of July, 1807. 

t See the Orders in Council of the 7th of January, 
1807, 

} See the Orders in Council of the 7th of January, 
1807. 
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while the vast, although visionary projects of 
France, furnished occasions and pretexts for ac- 
complishing the objects of those councils. 

The British Minister, resident at Washington, 
in the year 1804, having distinctly recognised, in 
the name of his Sovereign, the legitimate princi- 
ples of blockade, the American Government re- 
ceived, with some surprise and solicitude, the 
successive notifications of the 9th of August, 1804, 
the 8th of April, 1806, and more particularly 
of the 16th of May, 1806, announcing, by the last 
notification, “a blockade of the coast, rivers, and 
pn from the river Elbe to the port of Brest, 

th inclusive.*” In none of the notified instances 
of blockade, were the principles, that had been 
recognised in 1804, adopted and pursued ; and it 
will be recollected by all Europe, that neither at 
the time of the notification of the 16th of May, 
1806, nor at the time of excepting the Elbe and 
Ems from the operation of that notification, f 
norat any time during the continuance of the 
French war, was there an adequate naval force, 
actually applied by Great Britain, for the purpose 
of maintaining ‘a blockade from the river Elbe to 
the port of Brest. It was then, in the language 
of the day, “a mere paper blockade ;” a manifest 
‘infraction of the law of nations; and an act of pe- 
culiar manenee to the United States, as the only 
neutral Power against which it could practically 
operate. But, whatever may have been the sense 
of the American Government on the occasion, 
‘and whatever might be the disposition to avoid 
making this the ground of an open rupture with 
Great Britain, the case assumed a character of 
the highest interest, when, independent of its own 
injurious consequences, France, in the Berlin de- 
cree of the 2ist of November, 1806, recited, as a 
chief cause for placing the British islands in a 
state of blockade, “that Great Britain declares 
blockaded places before which she has not a single 
vessel of war; and even places, which her united 
forces would be incapable of blockading ; such as 
entire coasts, and a wholeempire: an unequalled 
abuse of the right of blockade, that had no other 
object, than to interrupt the communications of 
different nations ; and to extend the commerce 
and industry of England, upon the ruin of those 
nations.”t The American Governmentaims not, 
and never has aimed, at the justification, either 
of Great Britain or of France in their career of 
crimination and recrimination ; but it is of some 
importance to observe, that, if the blockade of 
May, 1806, ‘was an unlawful blockade, and if 

the right of retaliation arose with the first uo- 
lawful attack, made by a belligerent Power 
upon neutral rights, Great Britain has yet to 
answer to mankind, according to the rule of her 
own acknowledgment, for all the calamities of 


* See Lord Harrowby’s note to Mr. Monroe, dated 
the 9th of August, 1804; and Mr. Fox’s notes to Mr. 
Monroe, dated respectively the 8th of April and the 
16th of May, 1806. 
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the retaliatory warfare. France, whether righ 
or meng made the British system of blockade 
a 


the foundation of the Berlin decree ; and France 
had an equal right with Great Britain to deman4 
from the United States an opposition to eye; 

encroachment upon the privileges of the neutral 
character. It is enough, however, on the present 
occasion, for the American Government to ob. 
serve that it possessed no power to prevent the 
framing of the Berlin decree, and to disclaim ap 

approbation of its principles or acquiescence jn 
its operation: for, it neither belonged to Great 
Britain nor to France to preseribe to the Ameri. 
can Government the time or the mode, or the 
degree of resistance, to the indignities and the 
outrages with which each of those nations in jts 
turn assailed the United States. 

But it has been shown that, after the British 
Government possessed a knowledge of the exist. 
ence of the Berlin decree, it authorized the cop- 
clusion of the Treaty with the United States 
which was signed at London, on the 3ist of De. 
cember, 1806, reserving to itself a power of an. 
nulling the treaty, if France did not revoke, or if 
the United States, as a neutral Power, did not re- 
sist the obnoxious measure, It has also been 
shown, that before Great Britain could possibly 
ascertain the determination of the United States 
in relation to the Berlin decree, the Orders in 
Council of the 7th of January, 1807, were issued, 
professing to be a retaliation against France, 
“ata time when the fleets of France and her 
allies were themselves confined within their own 

orts, by the superior valor and discipline of the 

ritish navy,” but operativog in fact against the 
United States, as a neutral Power, to prohibit 
their trade “from one port to another, both 
which ports should belong to, or be in the pos- 
session of France or her allies, or should be so 
far under their control, as'that British vessels 
might not trade freely thereat.”* It remains, 
however, to be stated, that it was not until the 
12th of March, 1807, that the British Minister, 
then residing at Washington, communicated to 
the American Government, in the name of his 
Sovereign, the Orders in Council of January, 
1807, with an intimation that stronger measures 
would be pursued, unless the United States 
should resist the operations of the Berlin decree 
At the moment the British Government was re- 
minded “that within the period of those greal 
events which continued to agitate Europe, i0- 
stances had occurred in which the commerce of 
neutral nations, more especially of the United 
States, had experienced the severest disiressts 
from its own orders and measures, manifestly ua 
authorized by the Jaw of nations ;” assurances 
were given “that no culpable acquiescence 0 
the part of the United States would render them 
accessary to the proceedings of one belligeret! 
nation, through their rights of neutrality, agains! 





* See the Order in Council of the 7th of January, 


See Lord Howick’s note to Mr. Monroe, dated the | 1807. 


25th of September, 1806, 


+ See Mr. Erskine’s letter to the Secretary of Stale, 


{See the Berlin decree of the 21st November, 1806. | dated the 12th of March, 1807. 
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the commerce of its adversary ;” and the right 
of Great Britain to issue such orders unless as 
orders of blockade, to be enforced according to 
the law of nations, was utterly denied.* 

This candid and explicit avowal of the senti- 
ments of the American Government, upon an 
occasion so novel and important in the history 
of nations, did not, however, make its just im- 
pression upon the British Cabinet; for, without 
assigning any new provocation on the part of 
France, and complaining merely, that neutral 
Powers had not been induced to interpose with 
effect, to obtain a revocation of the Berlin decree, 
which, however, Great Britain -herself had af- 
rmed to be a decree nominal and inoperative,) 
the Orders in Council of the 11th of November, 
1807, were issued, declaring “ that all the ports and 
places of France and her allies, or of any other 
country at war with His Majesty and all other 
ports or places in Europe, from which, although 
not at war with His Majesty, the British flag 
was excluded, and all ports or places in the colo- 


nies belonging to His Majesty’s enemies, should 


| from thenceforth be subject to the same restric- 


' tions in point of trade and navigation, as if the 
same were actually blockaded by His Majesty’s 


ig pee 


naval forces, in the most strict and rigorous man- 


| ner;” that “all trade in articles which were the 


produce or manufacture of the said countries or 
colonies, should be deemed and considered to be 
unlawful,” but that neutral.vessels should still 


| be permitted to trade with France from certain 
| free ports, or through ports and places of the 
| British dominions.f To accept the lawful en- 
| joyment of a nen as the grant of a superior, to 


_ Britain for the privileges o 


rosecute a lawful commerce under the forms of 
avor and indulgence, and to pay a tribute to Great 
a lawful transit on 


_ the ocean, were concessions which Great Britain 
| was disposed insidiously to exact, by an appeal 


to the cupidity of individuals, but waich the 


_ United States could never yield, consistently 
_ with the independence and the sovereignty of 


the nation. 


The Orders in Council were there- 


_ fore altered, in this respect, at a subsequent pe- 


os eT ee ee a i 
Nee Ss ae eC Ae s See; 


riod ;¢ but the general interdict of neutral com- 
merce; applying more especially to American 
commerce, was obstinately maintained, against all 
the force of reason, of remonstrance, and of pro- 
testation, employed by the American Government, 
when the subject was presented to its considera- 
tion by the British Minister residing at Wash- 
ington. The fact assumed as the basis of the 
Orders in Council was unequivocally disowned ; 
and it was demonstrated that, so far from its be- 
ing true, “ that the United States had acquiesced 


- in an illegal operation of the Berlin decree, it was 


not even true, that at the date of the British Or- 


_ ders of the 11th of November, 1807, a single ap- 





* See the Secretary of State’s letter to Mr. Erskine, 
dated the 20th of March, 1807. 

{See the Orders in Council of the 11th of Novem- 
ber, 1807, 

{See Mr. Canning’s: letter to Mr. Pinkney, 23d 
February, 1808, 
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plication of that decree to the commerce of the 
United States on the high seas, could have been 
known to the British Government ;” while the 
British Government had been officially informed 
by the American Minister at London, “ that ex- 
conenaai uncontradicted by any overt act, had 
been given to the American Minister at. Paris, 
which justified a reliance that the French decree 
would not be put in force against the United 
States,* 

The British orders of the llth of November, 
1807, were quickly followed by the French decree 
of Milan, dated the 17th of December, 1807, 
“which was said to be resorted to only in just 
retaliation of the barbarous system adopted by 
England,” and.in which the denationalizing ten- 
dency of the orders is made the foundation of a 
declaration in the decree, “that every ship, to 
whatever nation it.might belong, that should have 
submitted to be searched by an English ship, or 
to.a voyage to England, or should have paid any 
tax whatsoever to the English Government, was 
thereby, and for that alone, declared to be dena- 
tionalized, to have forfeited the protection of its 
Sovereign, and to have become English property, 
subject to capture, as.good and lawful prize; that 
the British islands were placed in a state of 
blockade, both by sea and land; and every ship, 
of whatever nation. or whatever the nature of its 
cargo might be, that sails from the ports of Eng- 
land, or those of the English colonies, and of the 
countries occupied by English troops, and pro- 
ceeding to England, or to the Eoglish colonies, 
or to countries occupied by English troops, should 
be good and lawful prize; but that the provisions 
of the decree should be abrogated and null, in 
fact, as soon as the English should abide again by 
the principles of the law of nations, which are 
also the principles of justice and honor.”{ In 
opposition, however, to the Milan decree, as well 
as to the Berlin decree, the American Govern- 
ment strenuously and unceasingly employed i 
instrument, except the instruments of war. It 
acted precisely towards France as it acted towards 
Great Britain, on similar occasions; but France 
remained. for a time, as insensible to the claims 
of justice and honor as Great Britain; each imi- 
tating the other in, extravagance of pretension, 
and in obstinacy. of purpose. 

When the American Government received in- 
ae that the orders of the 11th of November, 
1807, had been under the consideration of the 
British Cabinet, and .were actually prepared for 
promulgation, it was anticipated that France, in 
a zealous prosecution of the retaliatory warfare, 
would soon produce an act of at least equal in- 
justice and hostility. The crisis existed, there- 
fore, at which the United States were compelled 
to decide, either to withdraw their seafaring citi- 
zens and their commercial wealth from the ocean, 
or to leave the interests of the mariner and the 





* See Mr. Erskine’s letter to the Secretary of State, 
dated the 22d of February, 1808, and the answer of 
the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of March, 1808. 

t See the Milan decree of the 17th of Dec., 1807. 
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merchant exposed to certain destruction; or to 
engage in open and active war for the protection 
dad Sefence of those interests. The principles 
and the habits of the American Government were 
still disposed to neutrality and peace. In weigh- 
ing the nature and the amount of the aggressions 
which had been perpetrated, or which were threat- 
ened, if there were any preponderance to deter- 
mine the balance against one of the belligerent 
Powers rather than the other, as the object of a 
declaration of war, it was against Great Britain, 
at least upon the vital interest of impressment, 
and the obvious superiority of her naval means 
of annoyance. The French decrees were, indeed, 
as obnoxious in their formation and design as the 
British orders; but the Government of France 
claimed and exercised no right of impressment ; 
and the maritime spoliations of France were com- 
paratively restricted, not only by her own weak- 
ness on the ocean, but by the constant and 
rvading vigilance of the fleets of her enemy. 
he difficulty of selection, the indiscretion of en- 
countering at once both of the offending Powers, 
and, above all, the hope of an early return of jus- 
tice, under the dispensations of the ancient public 
law, prevailed in the councils of the American 
Government; and it was resolved to attempt the 
preservation of its neutrality and its peace, of its 
citizens and its resources, by a voluntary suspen- 
sion of the commerce and navigation of the Uni- 
ted States. It is true, that for the minor outrages 
committed, under the pretext of the rule of war 
of 1756, the citizens of every denomination had 
demanded from their Government, in the year 
1805, protection and redress; it is true, that for 
the unparalleled enormities of the year 1807, the 
citizens of every denomination again demanded 
from their Government protection and redress; 
but it is also a truth, conclusively established by 
every manifestation of the sense of the American 
peop e, as well as of their Government, that any 
onorable means of protection and redress were 
preferred to the last resort of arms. The Ameri- 
ean Government might honorably retire, for a 
time, from the scene of conflict and collision; but 
it could no longer, with honor, permit its flag ta 
be insulted, its citizens to be enslaved, and its prop- 
— to be plundered, on the highway of nations. 
nder these impressions, the restrictive system 
of the United States was introduced. In Decem- 
ber, 1807, an embargo was imposed upon all 
American vessels and merchandise ;* on principles 
similar to those which originated and regulated 
the embargo law, authorized to be laid by the 
President of the United States, in the year 1794; 
but soon afterwards, in the genuine spirit of the 
policy that prescribed the measure, it was de- 
clared by law, “that in the event of such peace, 
or suspension of hostilities, between the belliger- 
ent Powers of Europe, or such changes in their 
measures affecting neutral commerce, as might 
render that of the United States safe, in the judg- 
ment of the President of the United States, he was 





* See the act of Congress, passed the 22d of Decem- 
ber, 1807. 


authorized to suspend the embnrgo, in whole or in 
Peas The pressure of the embargo was though; 
owever, sO severe upon every part of the com. 
munity, that the American Government, notwith. 
standing the neutral character of the measure 
determined upon some relaxation; and, accord. 
ingly, the embargo being raised, as to all other 
nations, a system of non-intercourse and non.im.- 
portation was substituted in March, 1809. as to 
Great Britain and France, which probibited ij 
voyages to the British or French dominions, and 
all trade in articles of British or French product 
or manufacture.f But still adhering to the ney. 
tral and pacific policy of the Government, it was 
declared, * that the President of the United States 
should be authorized, in case either France or 
Great Britain should so revoke or modify her 
edicts, as that they should cease to violate the 
neutral commerce of the United States, to declare 
the same by proclamation; after which the trade 
of the United States might be renewed with the 
nation so doing.”{ These appeals to the justice 
and the interests of the belligerent Powers proving 
ineffectual, and the necessities of the country 
increasing, it was finally resolved, by the Amer- 
ican Government, to take the hazards of a war; 
to revoke its restrictive system; and to exclude 
British and French armed vessels from the har- 
bors and waters of the United States; but, again, 
emphatically to announce, “that in case either 
Great Britain or France should, before the 31 of 
March, 1811, so revoke, or modify, her edicts, as 
that they should cease to violate the neutral com- 
merce of the United States; and if the other na- 
tion should not, within three months thereafter, 
so revoke, or modify, her edicts, in like manner,” 
the provisions of the non-intercourse and non-im- 
portation law should, at the expiration of three 
months, be revived against the nation refusing 
or neglecting to revoke or modify its edicts.| 
In the course which the American Government 
had hitherto pursued, relative to the belligerent 
orders and decrees, the candid foreigner. as well 
as the patriotic citizen, may perceive an extreme 
solicitude for the preservation of peace; but, in 
the publicity and impartiality of the overture, 
that was thus spread before the belligerent Pow- 
ers, it is impossible that any indication should be 
found of foreign influence or control. ‘Tlie over- 
ture was urged upon both nations for acceptance 
at the same time, and in the same manner; nor 
was an intimation withheld, from either of them, 
that “it might be regarded by the belligerent first 
accepting it, as a promise to itself, and a warning 
to its enemy.”§ Each of the nations, from the 





* See the act of Congress, passed the 22d of April, 
1808. 

{See the act of Congress, passed the first day of 
March, 1809. . 

¢ See the 11th section of the last cited act of Con- 
gress. 

| See the act of Congress, passed May 1, 1810. 

§ See the correspondence between the Sevretary of 
State, and the American Ministers at London a0 
Paris, 
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commencementof the retaliatory system,acknowl- | which should refuse to acknowledge the rights of 
edged. that its measures were violations of public | neutrals, he was authorized to declare, that the 
law; aod each pledged itself to retract them,| decrees of Berlin and Milan were revoked, and 


whenever the other should set the example.* Al- | 


though the American Government, therefore, per- | 
sisted in its remonstrances against the original 
 transzressions, without regard to the question of 
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their priority, it embraced, with eagerness, every 
hope of reconciling the interests of the rival Pow- 
ers, with a performance of the duty which they 
owed to the neutral character of the United States ; 
and when the British Minister, residing at Wash- 
ington, in the year 1809, affirmed, in terms as 
plain and as positive as language could supply, 
“ that he was authorized to declare, that His Brit- 
annic Majesty’s Orders in Council of January 
and November, 1807, will have been withdrawn, 
as respects the United States, vn the 10th day of 
June, 1809,” the President of the United States 
hastened, with approved liberality, to accept the 
declaration as conclusive, that the promised fact 
would exist, at the stipulated period; and, by an 
immediate proclamation, he announced, “ that af- 
ter the 10th day of June next, the trade of the 
United States with Great Britain, as suspended 
by the non-intercourse law, and by the acts of 
Congress laying and enforcing an embargo, might 
be renewed.”{ The American Government nei- 
ther asked nor received, from the British Minister, 


- an exemplification of his powers, an inspection of 
_ his instructions, nor the solemnity of an Order in 
Ceuncil ; but executed the compact, on the part of 
- the United States, in all the sincerity of its own in- 
_ tentions and in all the confidence which the offi- 
_ cial act of the representative of His Britannic Ma- 


jesty was calculated to inspire. The act, and the 
authority forthe act, were, however, disavowed by 
Great Britain; and an attempt was made, by the 
successor of Mr. Erskine, through the aid of in- 
sinuations, which were indignantly repulsed, to 


| justify the British rejection of the Treaty of 1809, 


by referring to the American rejection of the 
Treaty of 1806; forgetful of the essential points 


| of difference, that the British Government, on the 


former occasion, had been explicitly apprized by 
the American negotiators of their defect of power ; 


_ and that the execution of the projected treaty 
had not, on either side, been commenced. 


After this abortive attempt to obtain a just and 


' honorable revocation of the British Orders in 


Council, the United States were again invited to 


_ indulge the hope of safety and tranquillity, when 
» the Minister of France announced to the Ameri- 


can Minister at Paris, that, in consideration of 


| the act of the first of May, 1809, by which the 


Congress of the United States “engaged to op- 
pose itself to that one of the belligerent Powers, 





* See the documents laid before Congress from time 
to time, by the President, and printed. 

T See the correspondence between Mr. Erskine, the 
British Minister, and the Secretary of State, on the 
17th, 18th, and 19th of April, 1809; and the President’s 


_ proclamation of the last date. 


tSee the correspondence between the Secretary of 
State, and Mr. Jackson, the British Minister. 


that after the first of November, 1810, the 
would cease to have effect, it being understood, 
that in consequence of that declaration, the Eng- 
lish should revoke their Orders in Council, and 
renounce the new principles of blockade, which 
they had wished to establish ; or that the United 
States, conformably to the act of Congress, should 
cause their rights to be respected by the Eng- 
lish.”* This declaration, delivered by the official 
organ of the Government of France, and in the 
presence, as it were, of the French Sovereign, 
was Of the highest authority, according to all the 
rules of diplomatic intercourse; and, certainly, 
far surpassed any claim of credence which was 
possessed by the British Minister, residing at 
Washington, when the arrangement of the year 
1809 was accepted and executed by the Ameri- 
can Government. The President of the United 
States, therefore, owed to the consistency of his 
own character, and to the dictates of a sincere 
impartiality, a prompt acceptance of the French 
overture: and, accordingly, the authoritative pro- 
mise, that the fact should exist, at the stipulated 
period, being again admitted as conclusive evi- 
dence of its existence, a proclamation was issued 
on the 2d of November, 1810, announcing, “that 
the edicts of France had been so revoked, as that 
they ceased, on the first day of the same month 
to violate the neutral commerce of the United 
States; and that all the restrictions imposed by 
the act of Congress should then cease and be dis- 
continued, in relation to France and her depen- 
dencies.”t That France, from this epoch, re- 
frained from all aggressions, on the high seas, or 
even in her own ports, upon the persons and the 
property of the citizens of the United States, 
never was asserted ; but, on the contrary, her vio- 
lence and her spoliations have been unceasing 
causes of complaint. These subsequent injuries, 
constituting a part of the existing reclamations 
of the United States, were always, however, dis- 
avowed by the French Government; while the 
repeal of the Berlin and Milan decree has, on 
every occasion, been affirmed; insomuch that 
Great Britain herself was, at last, compelled to 
yield to the evidence of the fact. 

On the expiration of three months from the 
date of the President’s proclamation, the non- 
intercourse and non-importation law was, of 
course, to be revived against Great Britain, un- 
less, during that period, her Orders in Council 
should be revoked. The subject was, therefore, 
most anxiously, and most steadily, pressed upon 
the justice and the magnanimity of the British 
Government; and even when the hope of success 
expired, by the lapse of the period prescribed in 
One act of Congress, the United States opened 
the door of reconciliation by another act, which, 





* See the Duke de Cadore’s letter to Mr. Armstrong, 
dated the 5th of August, 1810. 

TSee the President’s proclamation of the 2d of 
November, 1810. 
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in the year 1811, again provided, that, in case, at 
any time, “Great Britain’ should so revoke or 
modify her edicts, as that they shall cease to vio- 
late the neutral commerce of the United States, 
the President of the United States should declare 
the fact by proclamation; and that the restric- 
tions, previously imposed, should, from the date 
of won roclamation, cease and be discontin- 
ued.”* But, unhappily, every appeal to the just- 
ice and magnanimity of Great Britain was now, 
as’ heretofore, fruitless and forlorn. She had, at 
this epoch, impressed from the crews of Ameri- 
can merchant vessels, peaceably navigating the 
high seas, not less than six thousand mariners, 
who claimed to be citizens of the United States, 
and who were denied all opportunity to verify 
their claims. She had seized and confiscated the 
commercial property of American citizens to an 
incalculable amount: She had united in the 
enormities of France, to declare a great te 
tion of the terraqueous globe in a state of block- 
ade; chasing the American merchant flag effect- 
ually from the ocean. She had contemptuously 
disregarded the neutrality of the American terri- 
tory, and the jurisdiction of the American laws, 
within the waters and harbors of the United 
States. She was enjoying the emoluments of a 
surreptitious’ trade, stained with every species of 
fraud and corruption, which gave to the belliger- 
ent Powers the advantages of peace, while the 
neutral Powers were involved in the evils of war. 
She had, in short, usurped and exercised, on the 
water, a tyranny similar to that which her great 
antagonist had usurped and exercised upon the 
land. And, amidst all these proofs of ambition 
and avarice, she demanded that the victims of 
her Jusurpations and her violence should revere 
her'as the sole defender of the rights and liberties 
of mankind. 

When, therefore, Great Britain, in manifest 
violation of her solemn promises, refused to fol- 
low the example of France, by the repeal of her 
Grders in Council, the American Government 
was ee to contemplate a resert to arms, 
as the only remaining course to be pursued for its 
honor, its independence, and its safety. What- 
ever depended upon the United States themselves, 
the United States had performed for the preser- 
vation of peace, in resistance of the French de- 
crees ‘as well as of the British orders. What had 
been required from France, in its relation to the 
neutral character of the United States, France 
had performed, by the revocation of its Berlin and 
Milan decrees. But what depended upon Great 
Britain, for the purposes of justice, in the repeal 
of her Orders in Council, was withheld, and new 
evasions were sought when the old were exhaust- 
ed. It was, at one time, wn ow that satisfactory 

oof was not afforded that France had repealed 

decrees against the commerce of the United 
States; as if such proof alone were wanting to 
insure the performance of the British promise. 





* See the act of Congress passed March 2, 1811. 
+ See the correspondence between Mr. Pinkney and 
the British Government. 
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At another time it was insisted that the repea) of 
the French decrees, in their operation against the 
United States, in order to authorize a demand for 
the performanee of the British promise, must be 
total, applying equally to their internal and their 
external effects, as if the United States had either 
the right or the power to impose upon France 
the law of her domestic institutions.* Anq jy 
was finally insisted, in adespateh from Lord Cae- 
tlereagh to the British Minister residing at Wash- 
ington; in the year 1812, which was officially 
communicated to the American Government 
“that the decrees of Berlin and Milan must not 
be repealed singly and specially in relation to the 
United States, but must be repealed also as to al} 
other neutral nations, and that in no less extent 
of a repeal of the French decrees, had the British 
Government ever pledged itself to repeal the Or- 
ders in Council ;”f as if it were incumbent on the 
United States, not only to assert her own rights, 
but to become the eoadjutor of the British Goy- 
ernment in a gratuitous assertion of the rights of 
all other nations, 

The Congress of the United States could pause 
no longer, under a deep and afflicting sense oj 
the national wrongs. While they “ postponed 
definitive measures with respect to France, in the 
expectation that the result of unclosed discussions 
between the American Minister at Paris and the 
French Government, would speedily enable them 
to decide, with greater advantage, on the course 
due to the rights, the interests, and the honor of 
the country ;”} they pronounced a deliberate and 
solemn declaration of war, between Great Britain 
and the United States, on the 18th of June, 1812, 

But it is in the face of all the faets which have 
been displayed in the present narrative, that the 
Prince Regent, by his declaration of January, 
1813, describes the United States as the aggres- 
sor in the war. If the act of declaring war con- 
stitutes, in all cases, the act of original aggression, 
the United States must submit to the severity of 
the reproach; but if the act of declaring war may 
be more truly considered as the result of long 
suffering, and necessary self-defence, the Ameri- 
can Government will stand acquitted, in the sight 
of Heaven and of the world. Have the United 
States, then, enslaved the subjects, confiscated the 
property, prostrated the commerce, insulted the 
flag, or violated the territorial sovereignty of 
Great Britain? No; but inall these respects the 
United States had suffered, for a long period ol 
years previous to the declaration of war, the con- 
tumely and outrage of the British Government. 
It has been said, too, as an aggravation of the im- 
puted aggression, that the United States chose a 
period for the declaration of war when Great 
Britain was struggling for her own existence, 





* See the letters of Mr. Erskine. 

+ See the correspondence between the Secretary of 
a and Mr. Foster, the British Minister, in June, 

} See the President’s Message of the Ist of June, 
1812, and the report of the Committee of Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom the Message was referred. 
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inst a power which threatened to overthrow 
the independence of all Europe; but it might be 
more truly said that the United States, not acting 
upon choice, but upon compulsion, delayed the 
declaration of war, until the persecutions of Great 
Britain had rendered further delay destructive 
and disgraceful. Great Britain had converted 
the commercial scenes of American opulence and 
rosperity, into scenes of comparative poverty 
and distress; she had brought the existence of 
the United States, as an independent nation, into 
question; and surely it must have been indiffer- 
ent to the United States whether they ceased to 
exist as an independent nation, by her conduct 
while she professed friendship, or by her conduct 
when she avowed enmity and revenge. Nor is 
it true that the existence of Great Britain was in 
danger at the epoch of the declaration of war. 
The American Government uniformly entertain- 
ed an opposite opinion, and at all times saw more 
to apprehend for the United States, from her 
maritime power, than from the territorial power 
ofherenemy. Theevent has justified the opinion 
and theapprehension. But whatthe United States 
asked, as essential to their welfare, and even as ben- 
eficial to the allies of Great Britain in the Euro- 
pean war, Great Britain, it is manifest, might have 
granted, without impairing the resources of her 





_ own strength, or the splendor of her own sove- 


os sae 


| of her 
| ple of 


reignty ; for her Orders in Council have been 
since revoked, not, it is true, as the performance 
omise to follow in this respeet the exam- 
rance, since she finally rested the obliga- 


_ tion of that promise upon a repeal of the French 
| decrees as to all nations, and the repeal was only 


as to the United States; nor as an act of national 


| justice towards the United States, but simply as 


an act of domestic policy, for the special advan- 


- of her own people. 


he British Government has also described the 
war as a war of aggrandizement and conquest on 


_ the part of the United States; but where is the 
_ foundation for the charge? While the Ameri- 


can Government employed every means to dis- 
suade the Indians, even those who lived within 


_ the territory, and were supplied by the bounty of 


the United States from taking any part in the 
war,* the proofs were irresistible that the enemy 
pursued a very different course,f and that every 
precaution would be necessary to prevent the 
effects of an offensive alliance between the British 
troops and the savages throughout the northern 
frontier of the United States. The military oc- 
cupation of Upper Canada was, therefore, deemed 
indispensable to the safety of that frontier in the 
earliest movements of the war, independent of all 
views of extending the territorial boundary of the 
United States. But when war was declared, in 





* See the proceedings at the councils, held with the 
Indians during the expedition under Brigadier Gene- 
ral Hull, and the talk delivered by the President of the 
United States to the Six Nations, at Washington, on 
the 8th of April, 1813. 

{+See the documents laid before Congress on the 
13th June, 1812, 
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resentment for injuries which had been suffered 
upon the Atlantic, what principle of public law, 
what modification of civilized warfare, imposed 
upon the United States the duty of abstaining 
from the invasion of the Canadas? It was there 
alone that the United States could place them- 
selves upon an equal footing of military force 
with Great Britain; and it was there that they 
might reasonably encourage the hope of being 
able, in the prosecution of a lawful retaliation, 
“to restrain the violence of the enemy, and to 
retort upon him the evils of his own injustice.” 
The proclamations issued by the American com- 
manders, on entering Upper Canada, have, how- 
ever, been adduced by the British negotiators at. 
Ghent as the proofs of a spirit of ambition and 
aggrandizement on the part of their Government. 
In truth, the proclamations were not only unau- 
thorized and disapproved, but were infractions of 
the positive instructions which had been given 
for the conduct of the war in Canada, hen 
the General commanding the Northwestern Army 
of the United States received, on the 24th of 
June, 1812, his first authority to commence offen- 
sive operations, he was especially told that “he 
must not consider himself authorized to pledge 
the Government to the inhabitants of Canada, 
further than assurances of protection in their per- 
sons, property, and rights.” And on the ensuing 
Ist of August it was emphatically declared to 
him, “that it had become necessary that he should 
not lose sight of the instructions of the 24th of 
June, as any pledge beyond that was incompati- 
ble with the views of the Government.”* Such 
was the nature of the charge of American ambi- 
tion and aggrandizement, and suci the evidence 
to support it. 

The Prince Regent has, however, endeavored 
to add to these unfounded accusations a stigma 
at which the pride of the American Government 
revolts. Listening to the fabrications of British 
emissaries ; gathering scandals from the abuses of 
a free press; and misled, perhaps, by the asperi- 
ties of a party spirit, common to all free Govern- 
ments, he affects to trace the origin of the war to 
“a marked partiality in palliating and assisting 
the aggressive tyranny of France,” and “to the 
prevalence of such councils as associated the 
United States in policy with the Government of 
that nation.”t The conduct of the American 
Government is now open to every scrutiny, and 
its vindication is inseparable from a knowledge 
of the facts. All the world must be sensible, in- 
deed, that neither in the general policy of the 
late ruler of France, nor in his particular treat- 
ment of the United States, could there exist any 
political or rational foundation for the sympathies 
and associations, overt or clandestine; which have 
been rudely and unfairly suggested. It is equal- 
ly obvious that nothing short of the aggressive 





* See the letter from the Secretary of the War Da- 
partment, to Brigadier General Hull, dated the 24th 
of June, and the Ist of August, 1812. 

t See the British Declaration, of the 10th of January, 
1813. ' 
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tyranny exercised by Great Britain towards the 
United States, could have counteracted and con- 
trolled those tendencies to peace and amity which 
derived their impulse from natural and social 
causes combining the affections and interests of 
the two nations. The American Government, 
faithful to: that principle of public law which 
acknowledges the authority of all Governments 
established de facto, and conforming its practice 
in this respect to the example of Europe, has 
never contested the validity of the Governments 
successively established in France; nor refrained 
from that intercourse with either of them, which 
the just interests of the United States required. 
But the British Cabinet is challenged to produce, 
from the recesses of its secret, or of its public, 
archives,asingle instance of unworthy concession, 
or political alliance and combination, throughout 
the intercourse of the United States, with the 
revolutionary rulers of France. Was it the in- 
fluence of French councils, that induced the 
American Government to resist the pretensions 
of France, in 1793, and to encounter her hostili- 
ties in 1798? that led to the ratification of the 
British Treaty in 1795; to the British negotiation 
in 1805, and to the Convention with the British 
Minister in 18097 that dictated the impartial 
overtures, which were made to Great Britain, as 
well as to France, during the whole period of the 
restrictive system ? that produced the determina- 
tion to avoid making any treaty, evena treaty of 
commerce with France, until the outrage of the 
Rambouillet decree was repaired?* that sanc- 
tioned the repeated and urgent efforts of the 
American Government, to put an end to the war, 
almost as soon as it was declared ? or that, finally, 
prompted the explicit communication, which, in 
pursuance of instructions, was made by the Amer- 
ican Minister, at St. Petersburgh, to the Court of 
Russia, stating, “that the principal subjects of 
discussion, which had long been subsisting be- 
tween the United States and France, remained 
unsettled; that there was no immediate prospect. 
that there would be a satisfactory settlement of 
them; but that, whatever the event, in that re- 
poms might be, it was not the intention of the 

overnment of the United States to enter into 
apy more intimate connexions with France; that 
the Government of the United States did not an- 
ticipate any event whatever, that could produce 
that effect; and that the American Minister was 
the more happy to find himself authorized by his 
Government to avow this intention, as different 
representations of their views had been widely 
circulated, as well in Europe as in America.’’t 
But, while every act of the American Govern- 
meat thus falsities the charge of a subserviency 
to the policy of France, it may be justly remarked, 
that of all the Governments maintaining a neces- 
sary relation and intercourse with that nation, 





* See the instructions from the Secretary of State to 
the American Minister at Paris, dated May 29, 1813. 

T See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Mr. Adams, dated the 
ist of July, 1812, and Mr. Adams’ letter to Mr. Mon- 
roe, dated the 11th of December, 1812. 
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from the commencement to the recent termina. 
tion of the revolutionary establishments, jt has 
happened, that the Government of the United 
States has least exhibited marks of condescension 
and concession to the successive rulers. ]t js for 
Great Britain, more. particularly, as an accuser 
to examine and explain the consistency of the 
reproaches, which she has uttered against the 
United States, with the course of her own con- 
duct; with her repeated negotiations, during the 
republican, as well as during the imperial, sway 
of France; with her solicitude to make and to 
propose treaties; with her interchange of com- 
mercial benefits, so irreconcilable to a state of 
war; with the almost triumphant entry ofa French 
ambassador into her capital, amidst the acclama- 
tions of the populace ; and with the prosecution, 
instituted, by the orders of the King of Great 
Britain himself, in the highest court of criminal 
jurisdiction in his Kingdom, to punish the prioter 
of a gazette, for publishing a libel on the conduct 
and character of the late Ruler of France ! What- 
ever may be the source of these symptoms, how- 
ever they may indicate a subservient policy, such 
symptoms have never occurred in the United 
States, throughout the imperial Government of 
France. 

The conduct of the United States, from the 
moment of declaring the war, will serve, as well 
as their previous conduct, to rescue them from 
the unjust reproaches of Great Britain. When 
war was declared, the Orders in Council had been 
maintained, with inexorable hostility, until a 
thousand American vessels and their cargoes had 
been seized and confiscated under their operation ; 
the British Minister at Washington had, with 
peculiar solemnity, announced that the orders 
would not be eRenens but upon conditions, which 
the American Government had not the right, vor 
the power to fulfil; and the European war, which 
had raged, with little intermission, for twenty 
years, threatened an indefinite continuance. Ua- 
der these circumstances, a repeal of the orders, 
and a cessation of the injuries which they pro- 
duced, were events beyond all rational anticipa- 
tion. It appears, however, that the orders, vader 
the influence of a parliamentary inquiry into their 
effects upon the trade and manufactures of Great 
Britain, were provisionally repealed on the 23d 
of June, 1812, a few days subsequent to the Amer- 
ican declaration of war. If this repeal had been 
made known tothe United States, before their 
resort to arms, the repeal would have arrested 11; 
and that cause of war being removed, the other 
essential cause, the practice of impressment, would 
have been the subject of renewed negotiation, 
under the auspicious influence of a partial, yet 
important, act of reconciliation. But the decla- 
ration of war having announced the practice o! 
impressment as a principal cause, peace could 
only be the result of an express abandonment of 
the practice ; of a suspension of the practice, for 
the purposes of negotiation; or of a cessation 0 
actual sufferance, in consequence of a pacification 





in Europe, which would deprive Great Britaia of 


every motive for continuing the practice. 
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Hence, when early intimations were given from 
Halifax and from Canada, of a disposition, on the 
art of the local authorities, to enter into an ar- 
mistice, the power of those authorities was so 
doubtful, the objects of the armistice were so 
limited, and the immediate advantages of the 
measure were so entirely on the side of the ene- 
my, that the American Government could not, 
consistently with its duty, embrace the proposi- 
tions.* But some hope of an amicible adjust- 
ment was inspired, when a communication was 
received from Admiral Warren, in September, 
1812, stating that he was commanded by his Gov- 
ernment to propose, on the one hand, “that the 
Government of the United States should instant- 
ly recall their letters of marque and reprival 
against British ships, together with all orders and 
instructions for any aets of hostility whatever 
against the territories of His Majesty, or the per- 
sons or property of his subjects;” and to prom- 
ise, on the other hand, if the American Govern- 
ment acquiesced in the preceding propusition, 
that instructions should be issued to the British 
squadrons, to discontinue hostilities against the 
nited States and their citizens. This overture, 
however, was subject toa further qualification, 
“that, should the American Government accede 
to the proposal for terminating hostilities, the 
British Admiral was authorized to arrange with 
the American Government, as to the revocation 
of the laws which interdict the commerce and 
ships of war of Great Britain from the harbors 
and waters of the United States; but that, in de- 
fault of such revocation within the reasonable 
period to be agreed upon, the orders in Council 
would be revived.”* The American Govern- 
ment at once expressed a disposition to embrace 
the general proposition for a cessation of hostil- 
ities, with a view to negotiation; declared that 
no peace could be durable, unless the essential 
object of inpressment was adjusted ; and offered, 
as a basis of the adjustment, to prohibit the em- 
ployment of British subjects in the naval or com- 
mercial service of the United States; but adher- 
ing to its determination of obtaining a relief trom 
actual sufferance, the suspension of the practice 
of impressment pending the proposed armistice, 
was deemed a necessary consequence ; for “it 
could not be presumed, while the parties were 
engaged in a negotiation to adjust amicably this 
important difference, that the United States 
would admit the right, or acquiesce in the prac- 
tice of the opposite party; or that Great Britain 
would be unwilling to restrain her cruisers from 
a practice which would have the strongest effect 








*See the letters from the Department of State to 
Mr. Russell, dated the 9th and 10th of August, 1812, 
and Mr. Graham's memorandum of a conversation 
with Mr, Baker, the British secretary of legation, en- 
closed in the last letter. 

See, also, Mr. Monroe’s letter to Mr. Russell, dated 
the 2ist of August, 1812. 

See the letters of Admiral Warren to the Secretary 


< — dated at Halifax, the 20th of September, 
2. 
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to defeat the negotiation.”* So just, so rea- 
sonable, so indispensable a preliminary, without 
which the citizens of the United States, navigat- 
ing the high seas, would not be placed, by the 
armistice, on an equal footing with the subjects 
of Great Britain, Admiral Warren was not au- 
thorized to accept; and the effort at an amicable 
adjustment, through that channel, was necessa- 
rily abortive. 

But long before the overture of the British Ad- 
miral was made, (a few days, indeed, after the 
declaration of war,) the reluctance with which 
the United States had resorted to arms was man- 
ifested by the steps taken to arrest the progress 
of hostilities, and to hasten a restoration of peace. 
On the 26th day of June, 1812, the American 
Chargé d’Affairs, at London, was instructed to 
make the proposal of an armistice to the British 
Government which might lead to an adjustment 
of all differences, on the single condition, in the 
event of the Orders in Council being repealed, 
that instructions should be issued, suspending 
the practice of impressment during the armistice. 
This proposal was soon followed by another, ad- 
mitting, instead of positive instructions, an in- 
formal understanding between the two Govern- 
ments on the subject.— But both of these propo- 
sals were, unhappily, rejected.t And when a 
third, which seemed to leave no plea for hesita- 
tion, as it required no other preliminary, than 
that the American Minister, at London, should 
find in the British Government a sincere disposi- 
tion to accommodate the difference relative to 
impressment, on fair conditions, was evaded, it 
was obvious, that neither a desire of peace, nor a 
spirit of conciliation, influenced the councils of 
Great Britain. 

Under these circumstances, the American Gov- 
ernment had no choice but to invigorate the war; 
and yet it has never lost sight of the object of all 
just wars, a just peace. The Emperor of Russia 
having offered his mediation, to accomplish that 
object, it was instantly and cordially accepted by 
the American Government;|| but it was peremp- 
torily rejected by the British Government. The 
Emperor, in his benevolence, repeated his invita- 
tion; the British Government again rejected it. 
At iast, however, Great Britain, sensible of the 
reproach to which such conduct would expose 
her throughout Europe, offered to the American 
Government a direct negotiation for peace, and 
the offer was promptly embraced ; with perfect 
confidence that the British Government would 
be equally prompt in giving effect to its own pro- 





* See the letter of Mr. Monroe to Admiral Warren, 
dated the 20th of October, 1812. 

t See the letters from the Secretary of State to Mr. 
Russell, dated the 26th of June and 27th of July, 
1812. 

See the correspondence between Mr. Russell and 
Lord Castlereagh, dated August and September, 18125 
and Mr. Russell’s letters to the Secretary of State, 
dated September, 1812. 

| See the correspondence between Mr. Monroe and 
Mr. Daschkoff, in March, 1813. 











1459: 





APPENDIX. 


1460 


Se 


Causes and Character of the: War. 








posal. Butsuch was not the design, or the course, 
of that Government. The American Envoys were 
oe appointed, and arrived at Gotten- 
burg, the destined scene of negotiation, on the 
11th of April, 1814, as soon as the season admit- 
ted. The British Government, though regularly 
informed that no time would be Jost on the part 
of the United States, suspended the appointment 
of its Envoys, until the actual arrival of the 
American Envoys should be formally communi- 
cated. This pretension, however novel and in- 
auspicious, was not permitted to obstruct the path 
to peace. The British Government next proposed 
to transfer the negotiation from Gottenburg to 
Ghent. This change, also, notwithstanding the 
necessary delay, was allowed. The American 
Envoys, arriving at Ghent on the 24th of June, 
remained ina mortifying state of suspense and 
expectation, for the arrival of the British Envoys, 
uniil the 6th of August. And from the period of 
opening the negotiations, to the date of the last 
despatch of the 31st of October, it has been seen, 
that the whole of the diplomatic skill of the Brit- 
ish Government has consisted in consuming time, 
without approaching any conclusion. The pa- 
cification of Paris had suddenly and unexpect- 
edly placed at the disposal of the British Govern- 
ment, a great naval and military force ; the pride 
and passions of the nation were artfully excited 
against the United States; and a war of desperate 
and barbarous character was planned, at the very 
moment that the American Government, finding 
its maritime citizens relieved, by the course of 
events, from actual sufferance, under the practice 
of impressment, had authorized its Envoys to 
waive those stipulations upon the subject, which 
might, otherwise, have been indispensable pre- 
cautions. 

Hitherto, the American Government has shown 
the justice of its cause, its respect for the rights 
of other nations, and its inherent love of peace. 
But the scenes of the war, will, also, exhibit a 
striking contrast, between the conduct of the Uni- 
ted States and the conduct of Great Britain. The 
same insidious policy, which taught the Prince 
Regent to describe the American Government as 
the aggressor in the war, has induced the British 
Government (clouding the daylight truth of the 
transaction) to call the atrocities of the British 
fleets and armies, a retaliation upon the example 
of the American troops in Canada. The United 
States tender a solemn appeal to the civilized 
world, against the fabrication of such a charge; 
and they vouch, in support of their appeal, the 
known morals, habits, and pursuits of their peo- 
ple ; the character of their civil and political in- 
stitutions ; and the whole career of their navy and 
their army, as humane, as it is brave. Upon what 
pretext did the British Admiral, on the 18th of 
August, 1814, announce his determination, “to 
destroy.and lay waste such towns and districts, 
upon the coast, as might be found assailable ?”* 





*See Admiral Cochrane’s letter to Mr. Monroe, dated 
the 18th of August, 1814; and Mr. Monroe’s answer 
of the 6th September, 1814. 
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It was the pretext of a request from the Governor 
General of the Canadas, for aid to carry into ef- 
fect measures of retaliation ; while, in fact, the 
barbarous nature of the war had been deliberately 
settled and prescribed by the British Cabinet. 
What could have been the foundation of such a 
request? The outrages, and the irregularities 

which too often occur during astate of national 
hostilities, in violation of the laws of civilized 
warfare, are always to be lamented, disavowed, 
and repaired, by a just and honorable Goverp-. 
ment; but if disavowal be made, and if reparation 
be offered, there is no foundation for retaliatory 
violence. “Whatever unauthorized irregularity 
may have been committed by any of the troops 
of the United States, the American Government 
has been ready, upon principles of sacred and 
eternal obligation, to disavow, and, as far as it 
might be practicable, to repair.”* In every known 
instance (and they are few) the offenders have 
been subjected to the regular investigation of a 
military tribunal; and an officer commanding a 
party of stragglers, who were guiity{of unworthy 
excesses, was immediately dismissed without the 
form of a trial for not preventing those excesses, 
The destruction of the village of Newark, adja- 
cent to Fort George, on the 10th of December, 
1813, was long subsequent to the pillage and con- 
flagration committed on the shores of the Chesa- 
peake, throughout the Summer of the same year; 
and might fairly have been alleged as a retaliation 
for those outrages; but, in fact; it was justified 
by the American commander who ordered it, on 
the ground that it became necessary to the mili- 
tary operations at that place;{ while the Ameri- 
can Government, as soon as it heard of the act, 
on the 6th of January, 1814, instructed the Gen- 
eralcommanding the Northern army, “to disavow 
the conduct of the officer who committed it; and 
to transmit to Governor Prevost a copy of the 
order under color of which that officer had act- 
ed.”{ This disavowal was accordingly commu- 
nicated ; and on the 10th of February, 1814, Gov- 
ernor Prevost answered, “that it had been with 
great satisfaction he had received the assurance, 
that the perpetration of the burning of the town 
of Newark was both unauthorized by the Amer- 
ican Government, and abhorrent to every Ameri- 
can feeling; that if any outrages had ensued the 
wanton and unjustifiable destruction of Newark, 
passing the bounds of just retaliation, they were 
to be attributed to the influence of irritated pas- 
sions on the part of the unfortunate sufferers by 
that event, which, in a state of active warfare, it 
has not been possible altogether to restrain ; and 
that it was as little congenial to the disposition 
of His Majesty’s Government as. it was to that of 
the Government of the United States, deliber- 
ately to adopt any plan of policy which: had for 








* See the letter from the Secretary at War to Brig- 
adier General McClure, dated the 4th of October, 1813. 

t General McClure’s letters to the Secretary at War, 
dated December 10 and 13, 1813. 

}See the letter from the Secretary at War, to Major 
General Wilkinson, dated the 26th of January, 1814. 
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its object the devastation of private property.”* 
But the disavowal of the American Government 
was not’ the only expiation of the offence com- 
mitted by its officer; for the British Government 
assumed the province of redress in the indulgence 
of its own vengeance. A few daysafter the burn- 
ing of Newark, the British and Indian troops 
crossed the es for this purpose; they sur- 
prised and seized Fort Niagara, and put its gar- 
ison to the sword; they burnt the villages of 
Lewistown, Manchester, Tuscarora, Buffalo, and 
Black Rock; slaughtering and abusing the un- 
armed inhabitants; until, in short, they had laid 
waste the whole of the Niagara frontier, levelling 
every house and every hut, and dispersing beyond 
the means of shelter, in the extremity of the win- 
ter, the male and the female, the old and the 

oung. Sir George Prevost himseif appears to 

ave been sated with the ruin and the havoe 
which had been thus inflicted. In his proclama- 
tion of the 12th of January, 1814, he emphatically 
declared, that for the burning of Newark, “the 
opportunity of punishment had occurred, and a 
full measure of retaliation had taken place;” and 
“that it was not his intention to pursue further a 
system of warfare so revolting to his own feelings 
and so little congenial to the British character 
unless the future measures of the enemy should 
compel him again to resort to it.”+ Nay, with 
his answer to the American General, already 
mentioned, he transmitted “a copy of that proc- 
lamation as expressive of the determination as to 
his future line of conduct ;” and added, “ that he 
was happy to learn that there was no probability 
that any measures on the part of the American 
Government would oblige him to depart from it.” 
Where, then, shail we search for the foundation 
of the call upon the British Admiral, to aid the 
Governor of Canada in measures of retaliation ? 
Great Britain forgot the principle of retaliation 
when her Orders in Council were issued against 
the unoffending neutral, in resentment of outrages 
committed by her enemy; and surely she had 
again forgotten the same principle when she 
threatened an unceasing violation of the laws of 
civilized warfare in retaliation for injuries which 
never existed, or which the American Govern- 
ment had explicitly disavowed, or which had 
been already avenged by her own arms, in a 
manner and a degree cruel and unparalleled. 
The American Government, after all, has not 
hesitated to declare, that “for the reparation of 
injuries, of whatever nature they may be, not 
sanctioned by the law of nations, which the 
military or naval force of either Power might 
have committed against the other, it would al- 





* See the letter of Major General Wilkinson, to Sir 
George Prevost, dated the 28th of January, 1814, and 
the answer of Sir George Prevost, dated the 10th of 
February, 1814. 

t See Sir George Prevost’s proclamation, dated at 
Quebec, the 12th of January, 1814: 

}See the letter of Sir George Prevost to General 
Wilkinson, dated the 10th of February, 1814; and the 
British General Orders of the 22d of February, 1814. 
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ways be ready to enter into reciprocal arrange- 
ments; presuming that the British Government 
would neither expect nor propose any which were 
not reciprocal.* 

It is now, however, proper to examine the char- 
acter of the warfare which Great Britain has 
waged against the United States. In Europe, it 
has already been marked with astonishment and 
indignation, as a warfare of the tomahawk, the 
scalping knife, and the torch; as a warfare in- 
compatible with the usages of civized nations; 
as a warfare, that, disclaiming all moral influence, 
inflicts an outrage upon social order, and gives a: 
shock to the:very elements of humanity. All bel- 
ligerent nations can form alliances with the sav- 
age, the African, and the bloodhound; but what 
civilized nation has selected these auxiliaries, in its 
hostilities? It does net require the fleets and ar- 
mies of Great Britain tu lay waste an open cofn- 
try; to burn unfortified towns, or unprotected 
villages; nor to plunder the merchant, the far- 
mer, and the planter, of his stores: these exploits 
may easily be achieved by a single cruiser; ora 
petty privateer; but when have such exploits 
been performed on the coasts of the continent of 
Europe, or of the British islands, by the naval 
and military force of any belligerent Power; or 
when have they been tolerated by any honorable 
Government, as the predatory enterprise of armed 
individuals? Nor is the destruction of the public 
edifices, which adorn the metropolis of a country, 
and serve to commemorate the taste and science 
of the age, beyond the sphere of action of the 
vilest incendiary, as well as of the most trium- 
phant conqueror: It cannot be forgotten, indeed, 
that in the course of ten years past, the capitals 
of the principal Powers of Europe have been con- 
quered, and occupied alternately, by the victori- 
ous armies of each other; f and yet there has been 
no instance of a conflagration of the palaces, the 
temples, or the halls of justice. No; such exam- 
ples have proceeded from Great Britain alone; 
a nation so elevated in its pride, so awful in its 
fon and so affected in its tenderness for the 

iberties of mankind! The charge is severe, but 
let the facts be adduced. 

1. Great Britain has violated the principles of 
social law, by insidious attempts to excite the citi- 
zens of the United States into acts of contumacy, 
treason, and revolt, against their Government. 
For instance: 

No sooner had the American Government im- 
posed the restrictive system upon its citizens, to 
escape from the rage and depredation of the bellig- 
erent Powers, than the British Government, then 
professing amity towards the United States, issued 
an order, which was, in effect, an invitation to the 
American citizens to break the laws of their coun- 
try, under a public promise of the British protec- 
tion and patronage, “to all vessels which should 





* See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Admiral Cochrane, dated 
the 6th of September, 1814. 

{+ See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Admiral Cochrane, 
dated the 6th of September 1814. 
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engage in an illicit trade, without bearing the cus- 
tomary ship’s document and papers.””* 

Again: During a period of peace between the 
United States and Great Britain, in the year 
1809, the Governor General of the Canadas em- 
ployed an agent (who had previously been enga- 
ged, in a similar service, with the knowledge and 
approbation of the British Cabinet) “on a secret 
and confidential mission,” into the United States, 
declaring, “ that there was no doubt that his able 
execution of such a mission, would give him a 
claim, not only on the Governor General, but on 
His Majesty’s Ministers.” The object of the mis- 
sion was, to ascertain whether there existed a dis- 
position in any portion of the citizens, “to bring 
about a oe of the Eastern States from the 
general Union; and how far, in such an event, 
they would look up to England for assistance, or 
be liaponed to enter into a connexion with her.” 
The agent was instructed “ to insinuate, that if any 
of the citizens should wish to enter into a commu- 
nication with the British Government, through the 
Governor General, he was authorized to receive 
such communication ; and that he would safely 
transmit it to the Governor General.”t{ He was 
accredited by a formal instrument, under the seal 
and signature of the Governor General, to be pro- 
duced. “if he saw good ground for expecting that 
the doing so might lead toa more confidential 
communication than he could otherwise look 
for;” and he was furnished with a cipher, “ for 
carrying on the secret correspondence. { The 
virtue and patriotism of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, were superior to the arts and corrup- 
tion, employed in this secret and confidential mis- 
sion, if it ever was disclosed to any of them; and 
the mission itself terminaied as soon as the ar- 
rangement with Mr. Erskine was announced.| 
But, in the act of recalling the secret emissary, 
he was informed, “that the whole of his letters 
were transcribing to be sent home, where they 
could not fail of doing him great credit, and it 
was hoped they might eventually contribute to his 
permanent advantage.”§ To endeavor to realize 
that hope, the emissary proceeded to London; all 
the circumstances of his mission were made known 
to the British Minister; his services were appro- 
ved and acknowledged ; and he was sent to Cana- 
da fora reward, with a recommendatory letter 
from Lord Liverpool to Sir George Prevost, “ sta- 
ting his Lordship’s opinion of the ability and 
judgment which Mr. Henry had manifested on 
the occasions mentioned in his memorial, (iis se- 
cret and confidential missions,) and of the benefit 





* See the instructions to the commanders of Brit- 
ish ships of war and privateers, dated the 11th of 
April, 1808. 

} See the letter from Mr. Ryland, the Secretary of 
the Governor General, to Mr. Henry, dated the 26th of 
January, 1809. 

t See the letter of Sir James Craig, to Mr. Henry, 
dated February 6, 1809. 

\ See the same letter, and Mr. Ryland’s letter of the 
26th of January, 1809. 

§ See Mr. Ryland’s letter, dated the 26th of June, 1809. 


a ee 
the public service might derive from his active 
employment in any public situation. in which 
Sir George Prevost might think proper to place 
him.”* The world will judge upon these facts 
and the rejection of a Parliamentary eall, for the 
production of the papers relating to them, what 
credit is due tothe Prince Regent’s assertion, 
“that Mr. Henry’s mission was undertaken with- 
out the authority or even knowled:e of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government.” The first mission was cer- 
tainly known to the British Government, at the 
time it occurred; for the Secretary of the Goy- 
ernor General expressly states, “ that the informa- 
tion and political observations, heretofurce re- 
ceived from Mr. Henry, were transmitted by his 
Excellency to the Secretary of State, who had ex- 

ressed his particular approbation of them.”t 

he second mission was approved when it was 
known; and it remains for the British Govern- 
ment to explain, upon any established principles 
of morality and justice, the essential difference 
between ordering the offensive acts to be done, 
and reaping the fruit of those acts, without either 
expressly or tacitly condemning them. 

Again: These hostile attempts upon the peace 
and union of the United States, preceding the 
declaration of war, have been followed by similar 
machinations, subsequent to that event. The 
Governor General of the Canadas has endeavored, 
occasionally, in his proclamations and general 
orders, to dissuade the militia of the United 
States from the performance of the duty which 
they owed to their injured country; and the ef- 
forts, at Quebec and Halifax, to kindle the flame 
of civil war, have been as incessant as they have 
been insidious and abortive. Nay, the Governor 
of the island of Barbadoes, totally forgetful of 
the boasted article of the British magna charta, 
in favor of foreign merchants, found within the 
British dominions upon the breaking out of hos- 
tilities, resolved that every American merchant, 
within his jurisdiction at the declaration of war, 
should at once be treated as a prisoner of war; 
because every citizen of the United States was 
enrolled in the militia; because the militia of the 
United States were required to serve their coun- 
try, beyond the limits of the State to which they 
particularly belonged; and because the militia of 
“all the States, which had acceded to this mea- 
sure, were, in the view of Sir George Beckwith, 
acting as a French conscription.” t 

Again: Nor was this course of conduct con- 
fined to the colonial authorities. On the 26th of 
October, 1812, the British Government issued an 
Order in Council, authorizing the Governors of 
the British West India islands to grant licenses 
to American vessels, for the importation and ex- 
portation of certain articles, enumerated in the 
order; but, in the instructions, which accompanied 
the order, it was expressly provided, that “ what- 





* See the letter from Lord Liverpool to Sir George 
Prevost, dated the 16th of September, 1811. 

t See Mr. Rylands letter of the 26th of January, 1809. 

}See the remarkable State paper, issued by Governor 
Beckwith, at Barbadoes, on the 13th of November 1812. 
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ever importations were proposed to be made, from 
the United States of America, should, be by 
licenses, confined to the ports in the eastern States 
exclusively, unless there was reason to sup- 

se, that the object of the order would not be 
ulfilled, if licenses were not granted, for im- 

rtations from the other ports in the United 
Brates.”™ 

The President of the United States has not 
hesitated to place before the nation, with expres- 
sions of a just indignation, ‘the policy of Great 
Britrin thus proclaimed to the world ; introducing 
into her modes of warfare, a system equally dis- 
tinguished by the deformity of its features, and 
the depravity of its character; and having for its 
object to dissolve the ties of allegiance and the 
sentiments of loyalty in the adversary nation; 
and to seduce and separate its component parts, 
the one from the other.” 

2. Great Britain has violated the laws of hu- 
manity and honor, by seeking alliances, in the 
prosecution of the war, with savages, pirates, and 
slaves. 

The British agency, in exciting the Indians at 
all times to commit hostilities upon the frontier 
of the United States, is too notorious to admit of 
a direct and general denial. It has sometimes, 
however, been said, that such conduct was un- 
authorized by the British Government; and the 
Prince Regent, seizing the single instance of an 
intimation, alleged to be given on the part of Sir 
James Craig, the Governor of the Canadas, that 
an atiack was meditated by the Indians, has af- 
firmed, that “the charge of exciting the Indians 
to offensive measures against the United States, 
was void of foundation; that, before the war be- 
gan, a policy the most opposite had been uniformly 
ursued ; and that proof of this was tendered by 
Mr. Foster to the American Government.”{ But 
is it not known in Europe, as well as in America, 
that the British Northwest Company maintain a 
constant intercourse of trade and council with the 
Indians; tat their interests are often in direct col- 
lision with the interests of the inhabitants of the 
United States, and that by means of the inimical 
dispositions, and the active agencies of the com- 
pany (seen, understood, and tacitly sanctioned by 
the local authorities of Canada) all the evils of 
an lodian war may be shed upon the United 
States, without the authority of a formal order 
emanating immediately from the British Gov- 
ernment? Heuce, the American Government, 





* See the proclamation of the Governor of Bermuda, 
dated the 14th of January, 1814; and the instructions 
from the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, dated 
November 9, 1812. 

+See the Message from the President to Congress, 
dated the 24th of February, 1813. 

} See the Prince Regent’s declaration of the 10th of 
January, 1812. 

See, also, Mr. Foster’s letters to Mr. Monroe, dated 
the 28th of December, 1811, and the 7th and 8th of 
June, 1812; and Mr. Monroe’s answer, dated the 9th 
of January, 1812, and the 10th of June, 1812; and 
the documents, which accompanied the correspondence. 


in answer to the evasive protestations of the Brit- 
ish Minister, residing at Washington, frankly 
communicated the evidence of British agency, 
which had been received at different periods, 
since the year 1807; and observed, “that what- 
ever may have been the disposition of the British 
Government, the conductof its subordinate agents 
had tended to excite the hostility of the Indian 
tribes towards the United States; and that in 
estimating the comparative evidence on the sub- 
ject, it was impossible not to recollect the com- 
munication lately made, respecting the conduct 
of Sir James Craig, in another important trans- 
action Ne employment of Mr. Henry, as an ac- 
credited agent, to alienate and detach the citizens 
of a particular section of the Union, from their: 
Government) which, it appeared, was approved 
by Lord Liverpool.”* 

The proof, however. that the British agents and 
military officers were guilty of the charge thus 
exhibited, become conclusive when, subsequent 
to the communication which was made to the 
British Minister, the defeat and flight of General 
Proctor’s army, on the —— of ——, placed in the 
possession of the American commander the cor- 
respondence and papers of the British officers. 
Selected from the documents which were ob- 
tained upon that occasion, the contents of a few 
letters will serve to characterize the whole of the 
mass. In these letters, written by Mr. McKee, 
the British agent, to Colonel England, the com- 
mander of the British troops, superscribed, “ on 
His Majesty’s service,” and dated during the 
months of July and August, 1794, the period of 
General Wayne’s successful expedition against 
the Indians, 1t appears that the scalps taken by 
the Indians were sent to the British establishment 
at the rapids of the Miami ;{ that the hostile op- 
erations of the Indians were concerted with the 
British agents and officers ;{ that when certain 
tribes of Indians, * having completed the belts 
sore | earried with scalps and prisoners, and being 
without provisions, resolved on going home, it 
was lamented that His Majesty’s posts would de- 
rive no security from the late great influx of In- 
dians into that part of the country should they 
persist in their resolution of returning so soon;”§ 
that “the British agents wete immediately to hold 
a council at the Glaze, in order to try if they could 
prevail on the Lake Indians to remain ; but that, 
without provisions and ammunition being sent to 
that place, it was conceived to be extremely dif- 
ficult to keep them together ;”§ and that “ Colonel 
England was making great exertions to supply 
the Indians with provisions.”] But the language 
of the correspondence becomes, at length, so plain 





*See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Mr. Foster, dated the 
10th of June, 1812. 

Tt See the letter from Mr. McKee to Colonel England, 
dated the 2d of July, 1794. 

{See the letter trom the same to the same, dated 
the 5th of July, 1794. 

See the same letter. 

§ See the same letter. 

See the same letter. 
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and direct, that it seems impossible to.avoid the 
conclusion of a Governmental agency on the part 
of Great Britain, in advising, aiding, and conduct- 
ing the Indian war, while she professed friendship 
and peace towards the United States. “Scouts 
are sent (says Mr. McKee to Colonel England) to 
view the situation of the American army ; and we 
now: muster one thousand Indians, All the Lake 
Indians, from Sugana downwards, should not lose 
one moment in joining their brethren,as every ac- 
cession of strength is an addition to their spirits.”* 
And again: “I have been employed several days 
in endeavoring to fix the Indians,-who have been 
driven from their villages and corn-fields, between 
the fortand the bay. Swancreek is generally agreed 
upon, and will be a very convenient place forthe 
delivery of provisions,” &c.t Whether, under the 
various proofs of the British agency, in exciting 
Indian hostilities against the United States in a 
time of peace, presented in the course of the pres- 
ent narrative, the Prince Regent’s deciaration, 
that, “before the war began, a policy the most 
opposite had been uniformly pursued by the Brit- 
ish Government,{ is to be ascribed to a want of 
information or a.want of candor, the American 
Government is not disposed more particularly to 
in vestigate. 

But, independent of these causes of just com- 
plaint, arising in.a time of peace, it will be found 
that-when the war was declared, the alliance of 
the British Government with the Indians was 
avowed upon principles the most novel, proda- 
cing consequences the most dreadful. The sav- 
ages. were brought into the war upon the ordinary 
footing of allies, without regard to the inhuman 
character of their warfare, which neither spares 
age norsex, and which is more desperate towards 
the captive at the stake, than even towards the 
combatant in the field. It seemed to be a stipu- 

ation of the compact between the allies that the 
British. might imitate, but should not control the 
ferocity of thesavages. While the British troops 
behold without compunction, the tomahawk and 
the scalping knife drandished against prisoners, 
old. men-and children, and even against pregnant 
women, and while they exultingly accept the 
‘bloody scalps of the slaughtered Americans;|| the 
Indian exploits in battle are recounted and ap- 
plauded by the British general orders. Rank and 
station are assigned to them in the military move- 
ments of the British army; and the unhallowed 
league was ratified with appropriate emblems, by 





* See the letter from Mr. McKee to Colonel Eng- 
land, dated the 12th of August, 1794. 

Tt See the letter from the same to the same, dated 
the 30th of August, 1794. 

}See the Prince, Regent’s declaration of the 10th of 
January, 1813. 

i See the letter from the American General Harri- 
son, to the British General Proctor. 

See a letter from the British’ Major Muir, Indian 
agent, to Colonel Proctor, dated the 26th September, 
1812, and a letter from Colonel St..George, to Colonel 
Proctor, dated the 28th of October, 1812, found.among 
Colonel Proctor’s papers. 
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intertwining an American scalp with the deco. 
rations of the mace, which the commander of the 
Northern army of the United States found in the 
Legislative chamber of York, the capital of Up- 
per Canada. 

In the single scene that succeeded the battle of 
Frenchtown, near the river Raisin, where the 
American troops were defeated by the allies yp. 
der the command of General Proctor, there wij] 
be found, concentrated upon indisputable proof, 
an illustration of the horrors of the warfare which 
Great Britain has pursued, and still pursues, jn 
co-operation with the savages of the South, as 
well as with the savages of the North. The 
American army capitulated on the 22d of Janu. 
ary. 1813; yet, after the faith of the British com. 
mander had been pledged in the terms of the ca. 
pitulation, and while the British officers and 
soldiers silently and exultingly contemplated the 
scene, some of the American prisoners of war 
were tomahawked, some were shot, and some 
were burnt. Many of the unarmed inhbabitanis 
of the Michigan Territory were massacred; their 
property was plundered, and their houses were 
destroyed.* The dead bodies of the mangled 
Americans were exposed, unburied,.to be devour. 
ed by dogs and swine; “ because, as the British 
officers declared, the Indians, would not permit the 
interment;”{ and some of the Americans who 
survived the carnage had been extricated from 
danger, oF by being purchased at a price, asa 
part of the booty belonging to the Indians. But, 
to complete this dreadful view cf human deprav- 
ity and human wretchedness, it.is only necessary 
to add, that an American physician who was de- 
spatched with a flag of truce to ascertain the sit- 
uation of his wounded brethren, and two persons, 
his companions, were intercepted by the Indians, 
in their humane mission; the privilege of the flag 
was disregarded by the British officers ; the physi- 
cian, after being wounded, and one of his com- 
panions. were made prisoners, and the third person 
of the party was killed. 

But the savage who had never known the re- 
straints of civilized life, and ,the pirate. who had 
broken the bonds of society, were alike the objects 
of British conciliation and alliance for the pur- 
poses of an unparalleled warfare. A horde of 
pirates and outlaws had formed. a confederacy 
and establishment on the island of Barrataria, 
near the mouth of the river Mississippi. Wil! 
Europe believe that the commander of the Brit- 
ish forces addressed the leader of the confederacy, 
from the neutral territory of Pensacola, “ calling 
upon him, with his brave followers, to enter into 





*See the report of the committee of the House of 
Representatives, on the 31st of July, 1812, and the 
depositions and documents accompanying it. 

{See the official report of Mr. Baker, the agent for 
the prisoners, to Brigadier General Winchester, dated 
the 26th of February, 1813. 

{In addition to this description of savage warfare 
under British auspices, see the facts contained in the 
correspondence between General Harrison and Gen- 
eral Drummond. 
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the service of Great Britain, in which he should | stances have oceurred of some being afterwards 


have the rank of captain ; promising that lands | 


should be given to them all, in proportion to their 
ctive ranks, on a peace taking place ; assur- 
ing them that their property should be guaran- 
tied, and:their persons protected ; and asking, in 
return, that they would cease all hostilities against 
Spaia, or the allies of Great Britain, and place 
their ‘ships-and vessels: under the British com- 
manding officer on the station, until the com- 
mander-in-chief’s pleasure should be known, with 
a guarantee of their fair value at all events ?”* 
There wantedenly to exemplify the debasement of 
such an act, the occurrence, that the pirate should 
spurn the proffered alliance ; and, accordingly, 
Lafitte’s answer was indignantly given, by a de- 
livery of the letter containing the British propo- 
sition, to the American Governor of Louisiana. 
There were other sources, however, of support, 
which Great Britain was prompted by her ven- 
geance to employ, in opposition to the plainest 
dictates of her own colonial policy. The events 
which have extirpated or dispersed the white 
population of St. Domingo, are in the recollection 
of all men. Although British humanity might 
not shrink from the infliction of similar calami- 
ties upon the Southern. States of America, the 
danger.of that course, either as. an incitement to 
a revolt of the slaves in the British islands, or as 
a cause for retaliation on the part of the United 
States, ought to have admonished her against its 
adoption. Yet, ina formal proclamation, issued 
by the Commander-in-Chiet of His Britannic 
Majesty’s squadrons upon the American station, 
the slaves of the American planters were invited 
to join the British standard, in a covert phrase- 
ology, that afforded but.a slight veil for the real 
design. Thus, Admiral Cochrane, reciting “that 
it had been represented to him that many persons 
now resident in the United States had expressed 
a desire to withdraw therefrom, with a view of 
entering into His Majesty’s service, or of being 
received as free setilers into some of His Majes- 
jesty’s colonies,” proclaimed that “all those who 
might be Comet to emigrate from the United 
States would, with their families, he received on 
board of His Majesty’s ships or vessels of war, or 
at the military posts that might be established 
upon or near the coast of the United States, when 
they would have their choice of either entering 
into His Majesty’s sea or land forces, or of being 
sent as free setilers to the British possessions in 
North America, or the West Indies, where they 
would meet. with all due encouragemeat.”+ But 
even the negroes seem, in contempt or disgust, to 
have resisted the solicitation; no rebellion or 
massacre ensued; and the allegation, often re- 
peated, that, in relation to those who were seduced 
or foreed from the service of their masters, in- 


Sana 


* See the letter addressed by Edward Nichols, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, commanding His Britannic Majesty’s 
forces inthe Floridas, to Monsieur Lafitte, or the com- 
mandant at Barrataria, dated the 31st of August, 1814, 

{See Admiral Cochrane’s proclamation, dated at 
Bermuda, the 2d of April, 1814. 


transported to the British West India islands, and 
there sold into slavery for the benefit of the cap- 
tors, remains without contradiction. So compli- 
eated an act of injustice would demand the 
reprobation of mankind. And let the British 
Government, which professes a just abhorrence 
of the African slave trade, which endeavors to 
impose, in that respect, restraints upon the do- 
mestic policy of France, Spain, and Portugal, 
answer, if it can, the solemn charge against their 
faith and their humanity. 

3. Great Britain has violated the laws of civil- 
ized warfare, by plundering private property ; by 


| outraging female honor; by burning unprotected 


cities, towns, villages, and houses; and by laying 
waste whole districts of an unresisting country. 

The menace and the practice of the British 
naval and military force “ to destroy and lay waste 
such towns and districts upon the American coast 
as might be found assailable,” have been excused 
upon the pretext of retaliation, for the wanton 
destruction committed by the American army in 
Upper Canada ;”* but the fallacy of the pretext 
has already been exposed It will be recollected, 
however, that the act of burning Newark was 
instantaneously disavowed by the American Gov- 
ernment; that it occurred in December. 1813; 
and that Sir George Prevost himself acknowl- 
edged, on the 10th of February, 1814, that the 
measure of retaliation, for all the previously im- 
puted misconduct of the American troops, was 
then full and complete.t| Between the month of 
February, 1814, when that acknowledgment was 
made, and the month of August, 1814, when the 
British Admiral’s denunciation was issued, what 
are the outrages upon the part of the American 
troops in Canada to justify a call for retaliation ? 
No; it was the system not the incident of the 
war. And intelligence of the system had been 
received at Washiagton, from the American 
agents in Europe, with reference to the ra- 
tions of Admiral Warren upon the shores of the 
Chesapeake, long before Admiral Cochrane had 
succeeded to the command of the British fleet on 
the American station. 

As an eres introduction to the kind of 
war which Great Britain intended to wage against 
the inhabitants of the United States. transactions 
occurred in England, under the avowed direction 
of the Government itself, that could not fail to 
wound the amoral sense of every candid and gen- 
erous spectator. All the officers and mariners of 
the American merchant ships, who, having lost 
their vessels in other places, had gone to England 
on the way to America; or who had »been em- 
ployed in British merchant ships, but were de- 
sirous of returning home; or who had been 
detained, in consequence of the condemnation of 
their vessels under the British Orders in Council; 
or who had arrived in England, through any of 





* See Admiral Cochrane’s letter to Mr. Monroe, dated 
August 18, 1814, 

t See Sir George Prevost’s letter to General Wilkin- 
son, dated the 10th of February, 1814. 
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the other casualties of the seafaring life. were 
condemned to be treated as prisoners of war; nay, 
some of them were actually impressed while soli- 
citing their passports, although not one of their 
number had been in any way engaged in hostili- 
ties against Great Britain; and although the 
American Government had afforded every facility 
to the departure of the same class, as well as of 
every other class of British subjects, from the 
United States, fur a reasonable period after the 
declaration of war.* But this act of injustice, for 
which even the pretext of retaliation has out been 
advanced, was accompanied by another of still 
greater cruelty and oppression. The American 
seumen, who had been enlisted or impressed into 
the naval service of Great tiritain, were long re- 
tained, and many of them are yet retained, on 
board of British ships of war, where they are 
compelled to combat against their country and 
their friends; and even when the British Gov- 
ernment tardily and reluctanly recognised the 
citizenship of impressed Americans to a number 
exceeding one thousand at a single naval station, 
and disinissed them from its service on the water, 
it was only to immure them as prisoners of war 
on the shore. These uafurtunate persons, who 
had passed into the power of the British Govern- 
ment by a violation of their own rights and in- 
clinations, as well as of the rights of their country. 
and who could only be regarded as the spoils of 
unlawful violence. were nevertheless treated as 
the fruits of lawful war. Such was the indem- 
nification which Great Britain offered for the 
wrongs that she had inflicted, and such the re- 
ward which she bestowed for services that she 
had received.f 

Nor has the spirit of British warfare been con- 
fined to violations of the usages of civilized na- 
tions, in relation to the United States. The 
system of blockade, by Orders in Council, has 
been revived; and the American coast, from 
Meine to Louisiana, has been declared, by the 
proclamation of a British Admiral, to be ina state 
of blockade, which every day’s observation proves 
to be practically ineflectual, and which, indeed, 
the whole of the British navy would be unable to 
enforce and maiotain.{ Neither the Orders io 
Council, acknowledged to be generally unlawful, 
and declared to be merely retaliatory upon France, 
nor the Berlin and Milan decrees, which placed 
the British islands in a state of blockade without 
the force of a single squadron to maintain it, were, 
in principle, more injurious to the rights of neu- 
tral commerce than the existing blockade of the 
United States. The revival, therefore, of the 
system, without the retaliatory pretext, must de- 





* See Mr. Beasley’s correspondence with the British 
Government, in October, November, and December, 
1812. See, also, the act of Congress, passed the 6th 
of July, 1812. 

+See the letter from Mr. Beasley to Mr. McLeay, 
dated the 13th of March, 1815. 

See the successive blockades announced by the 
British Government, and the successive naval com- 
manders on the American station. 
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monstrate to the world a determination, on th. 
part of Great Britain, to acquire a commercia| 
monopoly, by every demonstration of her naval 
power. The trade of the United States wit), 
Russia, and with other northern Powers 5 

whose Governments no edicts violating acetal 
rights had been issued, was cut off by the opera. 
tion of the British Orders in Council of the year 
1807, as effectually as their trade with France 
and her allies, although the retaliatory Principle 
was totally inapplicable to the case. And the 
bluckade of the year 1814 is an attempt to destro 

the trade of those nations, and, indeed, of all the 
other nations of Europe, with the United States: 
while Great Britain herself, with the same policy 
and ardor that marked her illicit trade with France 
when France was her enemy, encourages a clap. 
destine traffic between her subjects and the Amer. 
ican citizens, wherever her possessions come jy 
contact with the territory of the United States, 

But, approaching nearer to the scenes of plun- 

der and violence, of cruelty and conflagration 
which the British warfare exhibits on the coas 
of the United States, it must be again asked what 
acts of the American Government, of its ships of 
war, or of its armies, had occurred, or were even 
alleged as a pretext, for the perpetration of this 
series of outrages? It will not be asserted that 
they were sanctioned by the usages of modern 
war, because the sense of all Kurope would revolt 
at the assertion, It will not be said that they 
were the unauthorized excesses of the British 
troops, because scarcely ao act of plunder and 
violence, of cruelty and conflagration, had been 
committed, except in the immediate presence, 
under the positive @ders, and with the personal 
agency of British officers. It must not be again 
insinuated that they were provoked by the Amer- 
ican example, because it has been demonstrated 
that all such insinuations are without color and 
without proof. And, after all, the dreadful and 
disgraceful progress of the British arms will be 
traced, as the effect of that animosity, arising ou! 
of recollections connected with the American 
Revolution, which has already been noticed; or, 
as the effect of that jealousy which the commer- 
cial enterprise and native resources of the United 
States are calculated to excite in the councils of 
a nation aiming at universal dominion upon the 
ocean. 
In the month of April, 1813, the inhabitants of 
Poplar Island, in the Bay of Chesapeake, wete 
pillaged, and the catile and other live stock of the 
farmers, beyond what the enemy could remove, 
were wantunly killed.* 

In the same month of April, the wharf, the 
stores, and the fishery, at Frenchtown Landing, 
were destroyed, and the private stores and store- 
houses in the village of Frenchtown were burnt.) 


In the same month of April the enemy landed 
repeatedly on Sharp’s Island, and made a general 








* See the deposition of William Sears. 


t See the depositions of Frisby Anderson and Cor- 


delia Pennington. 
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sweep of the stock, affecting however to pay for 
t of it.* 

m On the 3d of May, 1813, the town of Havre-de- 
Grace was pillaged and burnt by a force under 
the command of Admiral Cockburn. The Brit- 
ish officers being admonished “ that, with civilized 
nations at war, private property had always been 
respected,” hastily replied, “that, as the Ameri- 
cans wanted war, they should now feel its effects, 
and that the town should be laidin ashes.” They 
broke the windows of the church; they purloined 
the houses of the furniture ; they stripped women 
and children of their clothes; and when an un- 
fortunate female complained that she could not 
leave her house with her little children, she was 
unfeelingly told, “that her house should be burnt 
with herself and her children in it.” 

On the 6th of May, 1813, Fredericktown and 
Georgetown, situated on Sassafras river, in the 
State of Maryland, were pillaged and burnt, and 
the adjacent country was laid waste, by a force 
under the command of Admiral Cockburn, and 
the officers were the most active on the occasion. 

On the 22d of June, 1813, the British forces 


_ made an attack upon Craney Island, with a view 


to obtain possession of Norfolk, which the com- 
manding officers had promised, in case of success, 
to give upto the plunder of the troops.J] The 
British were repulsed; but, enraged by defeat 
and disappointment, their course was directed to 
Hampton, which they entered on the — of June. 
The scene that ensued exceeds all power of de- 
scription, and a detail of facts would be offensive 


- to the feelings of decorum as well as of human- 


ity. “A defenceless and unresisting town was 


_ given up to indiscriminate pillage, though civil- 


ized war tolerates this only as to fortified places 
carried by assault, and after summons. Individ- 
uals, male and female, were stripped naked ; a sick 
man was stabbed twice in the hospital; another 
sick man,shot in his bed, and in the arms of his 
wife, who was also wounded, long after the re- 
treat of the American troops; and females, the 
married and the single, suffered the extremity of 
personal abuse from the troops of the enemy, and 
from the infatuated negroes, at their instigation.”§ 





* See Jacob Gibson’s deposition. 

t See the deposition of William T. Killpatrick, James 
Wood, Rosanna Moore, and R. Mansfield. 

} See the depositions of John Stavely, William Spen- 
cer, Joshua Wood, James Scanlan, Richard Barnaby, 
F. B. Chandlear, Jonathan Greenwood, John Allen, 
T. Robertson, M. N. Cannon, and J. T. Vearey. 

{See General Taylor’s letter to the Secretary of 
War, dated the 2d of July, 1813. 

§ See the letters from General Taylor to Admiral 
Warren, dated the 29th of June, 1813; to General Sir 
Sidney Beckwith, dated the 4th and 5th of July, 1813; 
to the Secretary of War, dated the 2d of July, 1813; 
and to Captain Myers, of the last date. See also the 
letter from Major Crutchfield to Governor Barbour, 
dated the 20th of June, 1813; the letters from Captain 
Cooper to Lieutenant Governor Mallory, dated in July, 
1813; the report of Messrs. Griffin and Lively to Major 
Crutchfield, dated the 4th of July, 1813; and Colonel 
Parker’s publication in the Enquirer. 


13th Con. 3d Szss.—47 


The fact that these atrocities were committed, 
the commander of the British fleet, Admiral War- 
ren, and the commander of the British troops, Sir 
Sidney Beckwith, admitted, without hesitation ;* 
but they resorted, as on other occasions, to the 
unworthy and unavailing pretext of a justifiable 
retaliation. It was said, by the British General, 
“that the excesses at Hampton were occasioned 
by an occurrence at the recent attempt upon 
Craney Island, when the British troops in a barge, 
sunk by the American guns, clung to the wreck 
of the boat, but several Americans waded off from 
the island, fired upon, and shot these men.” The 
truth of the assertion was denied; the act, if it 
had been perpetrated by the American troops, 
was promptly disavowed by their commander, 
and a board of officers appointed to investigate 
the facts, after stating the evidence, reported “an 
unbiassed opinion, that the charge against the 
American troops was unsupported, and that the 
character of the American soldiery for humanity 
and magnanimity had not been committed, but, 
on the contrary, confirmed.”{ The result of this 
inquiry was communicated to the British Gene- 
ral; reparation was demanded; but it was soon 
perceived that, whatever might personally be the 
liberal dispositions of that officer, no adequate 
reparation could be made, as the conduct of his 
troops was directed and sanctioned by his Gov- 
ernment. 

During the period of these transactions, the 
village of Lewistown, near the capes of the Del- 
aware, inhabited chiefly by fishermen and pilots, 
and the village of Stonington, seated upon the 
shores of Connecticut, were ecvanouiahalle bom- 
barded. Armed parties, led by officers of rank, 
landed daily from the British squadron, making 
predatory incursions into the open country; rifling 
and burning the houses and cottages of peaceable 
and retired families; pillaging the produce of the 
planter and farmer, (their tobacco, their grain, and 
their cattle ;) committing violence on the persons 
of the unprotected inhabitants; seizing upon 
slaves, wherever they could be found, as booty of 
war; and breaking open the coffins of the dead, 
in search of plunder, or committing robbery on 
the altars of the church at Chaptico, St. Inigoes, 
and Tappahannock, with a sacrilegious rage. 

But the consummation of British outrage yet 
remains to be stated from the awful and imperish- 
able memorials of the Capitol at Washington. It 
has been already observed, that the massacre of 
the American prisoners, at the river Raisin, oc- 
curred in January, 1813; that throughout the 





*See Admiral Warren’s letter to General Taylor, 
dated the 29th of June, 1813; Sir Sidney Beckwith’s 
letter to General Taylor, dated on the same day ; and 
the report of Captain Myers to General Taylor, of July 
2, 1813. 

{See the report of the proceedings of the board of 
officers appointed by the general order of the Ist of 
July, 1813. 

t See General Taylor’s letter to Sir Sidney Beck- 
with, dated the 5th of July, 1813, and the answer of 
the following day. 
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same year, the desolating warfare of Great Brit- 
ain, without once alleging a retaliatory excuse, 
made the shores of the Chesapeake, and of its 
tributary rivers, a general scene of ruin and dis- 
tress; and that in the month of February, 1814, 
Sir George Prevost himself acknowledged, that 
the measures of retaliation for the unauthorized 
burning of Newark, in December, 1813, and for 
all the excesses which had been imputed to the 
American Army, was, at that time, full and com- 
plete. The United States, indeed, regarding what 
was due to their own character, rather than what 
was due tothe conduct of their enemy, had forborne 
to authorize a just retribution, and even disdained 
to place the destruction of Newark to retaliatory 
account for the general pillage and conflagration 
which had been previously perpetrated. It was not 
without astonishment, therefore, that, after more 
than a year of patient suffering, they heard it 
announced in August, 1814, that the towns and 
districts upon their coast were to be destroyed 
and laid waste, in revenge for unspecified and un- 
known acts of destruction which were charged 
against the American troops in Upper Canada. 

he letter of Admiral Cochrane was dated on 
the 18th, but it was not received until the 31st of 
August, 1814. In the intermediate time, the en- 
emy debarked a body of about five or six thou- 
sand troops at Benedict, on the Patuxent, and by 
a sudder and steady march through Bladensburg 
approached the City of Washington. This city 
had been selected for the Seat of the American 
Government, but the number of its houses does 
not exceed nine hundred, spread over an extensive 
site; the whole number of its inhabitants does not 
exceed eight thousand; and the adjacent country 
is thinly populated. Although the necessary pre- 
cautions had been ordered to assemble the militia 
for the defence of the city, a variety of causes 
combined to render the defence unsuccessful ; and 
the enemy took possession of Washington on the 
evening of the 24th of August, 1814. The com- 
manders of the British force held, at that time, 
Admiral Cochrane’s desolating order, although it 
was then unknown to the Government and the 
people of the United States; but, conscious of the 
danger of so distant a separation from the British 
fleet, and desirous, by every plausible artifice, to 
deter the citizens from flying to arms against the 
invaders, they disavowed all design of injuring 
private persons and property, and gave assurances 
of protection wherever there was submission. 
General Ross and Admiral Cockburn then pro- 
ceeded in pare to direct and superintend the 
business of conflagration in a place which had 
ries to their arms, which was unfortified, and 

y which no hostility was threatened. They set 
fire to the Capitol, within whose walls were con- 
tained the halls of the Congress of the United 
States, the hall of their highest tribunal for the 
administration of justice, the archives of the 
Legislature, and the National Library. They set 
fire to the edifice which the United States had 
erected for the residence of their Chief Magis- 
trate; and they set fireto the costly and extensive 
buildings erected for the accommodation of the 


principal officers of the Government in the trans. 
action of the public business. These magnificen: 
monuments of the progress of the arts, which 
America had borrowed from her parent Europe 
with all the testimonials of taste and literature 
which they contained, were, on the memorable 
night of the 24th of August, consigned to the 
flames, while British officers of high rank anq 
command united with their troops in riotous 
carousals by the light of the burning pile. 

But the character of the incendiary had so ep. 
tirely superseded the character of the soldier op 
this unparalleled expedition, that a great portion 
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of the munitions of war which had not been cop. | | 


sumed when the Navy Yard was ordered to be 
destroyed upon the approach of the British troops, 
were left untouched; and an extensive foundry of 
cannon, adjoining the City of Washington, was 
left uninjured ; when, in the night of the 25th of 
August, the army suddenly decamped, and te. 
turning, with evident marks of precipitation and 
alarm, to their ships, left the interment of their 
dead, and the care of their wounded, to the enemy 
whom they had thus injured and insulted, in vio. 
lation of the laws of civilized war. 

The counterpart to the scene exhibited by the 
British army was next exhibited by the British 
navy. Soon after the midnight flight of General 
Ross from Washington, a squadron of British 
ships of war ascended the Potomac, and reached 
the town of Alexandria on the 27th of August, 
1814. The magistrates, presuming that the gene- 
ral destruction of the town was intended, asked 
on what terms it might be saved. The naval 
commander declared, “that the only conditions 
in his power to offer were such as not only re- 
quired a surrender of all naval and ordoance 
stores, (public and private,) but of all the ship- 
ping, and of all the merchandise in the city, as 
well as such as had been removed since the 1%h 
of August.” The conditions, therefore, amounted 
to the entire plunder of Alexandria, an unfortified 
and unresisting town, in order to save the build: 
ings from destruction. The capitulation was 
made, and the enemy bore away the fruits of his 
predatory enterprise in triumph. 

But, even while this narrative is passing from 
the press, a new retaliatory pretext has been 
formed, to cover the disgrace of the scene which 
was transacted at Washington. In the address 
of the Governor-in-Chief to the Provincial Par- 
liament of Canada, on the 24th of January, 1815, 
it is asserted, in ambiguous language, “ that, asa 
just retribution, the proud Capito! at Washing: 
ton has experienced a similar fate to that inflicted 
by an American force on.the Seat of Government 
in Upper Canada.” ‘The town of York, in Upper 
Canada, was taken by the American Army under 
the command of General Dearborn, on the 27th 
of April, 1813 ;* and it was evacuated on the suc: 
ceeding Ist of May ; although it was again visited 
fora day, by an American squadron, under the 
command of Commodore Chauncey, on the 4th of 





* See the letters of General Dearborn to the Secre- 
tary of War, dated the 27th and 28th of April, 1813. 
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August.* Atthe time of the capture, the enemy, 
on his retreat, set°fire to his magazine, and the 
injury produced by the explosion was great and 
extensive ; but ‘neither then, nor on the visit of 
Commodore Chauncey, was any edifice, which 
had been erected for civil uses, destroyed by the 
authority of the military or the naval commander ; 
and the destruction of such edifices, by any part 
of their force, would have been a direct violation 
of the positive orders which they had issued. On 
both occasions. indeed, the public stores of the en- 
emy were authorized to be seized, and his public 
storehouses to be burnt; but it isknown that pri- 
vate persons, houses, and property, were left un- 
injured. If, therefore, Sir George Prevost deems 
such acts inflicted on “the Seat of Government 


| in Upper Canada” similar to the acts which were 


perpetrated at Washington, he has yet to perform 
the task of tracing the features of similarity ; 
since at Washington the public edifices, which 
had been erected for civil uses, were alone de- 
stroyed, while the munitions of war and the foun- 


_ dries of cannon remained untouched. 


If, however, it be meant to affirm, that the pub- 
lic edifices, occupied by the Legislature, by the 
Chief Magistrate, by the courts of justice, and by 
the civil functionaries of the Province of Up- 
per Canada, with the Provincial library, were 
the American force, it is an occur- 
rence which has never been before presented to 
the view of the American Government, by its 
own officers, as matter of information; nor by 
any of the military or civilauthorities of Canada 
as matter of complaint; it isan occurrence which 


- no American had in any degree authorized or 


approved; and it is an occurrence which the 
American Government would have censured, and 
repaired with equal promptitude and liberality. 
But a tale told thus out of date, for a special 
urpose, cannot command the confidence of the 
intelligent and the candid auditor; for,even if the 
fact of conflagration be true, suspicion must at- 
tend the cause for so long a concealment, with 


_ motives so strong for an immediate disclosure. 
_ When Sir George Prevost, in February, 1814, ac- 


knowledged that the measure of retaliation was 
full and complete for all the preceding miscon- 
duct imputed to the American troops, was he not 
spneined of every fact which Ned voewtied at 
York, the capital of Upper Canada, in the months 
of April and August, 1813? Yet neither then, 
nor at any antecedent period, nor until the 24th 
January, 1815, was the slightest intimation given 
of the retaliatory pretext which is now offered. 
When the Admirals Warren and Cochrane were 
employed in pillaging and burning the villages 
on the shores of the Chesapeake, were not all the 
retaliatory pretexts for the barbarous warfare 
known to those commanders? And yet, “the 
fate inflicted by an American force on the Seat 
of Government in Upper Canada,” was never 
suggested in justification or excuse! And finally, 
when the expedition was formed in August, 1814, 


ee 


"See the letter from Commodore Chauncey, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated the 4th of August, 1813. 





for the destruction of the public edifices at Wash- 
ington, was not the “similar fate which had been 
inflicted by an American foree on the Seat of 
Government in aren Canada,” known to Admiral 
Cochrane, as well as to Sir George Prevost, who 
called upon the Admiral (it is alleged) to carry 
into effect measures of retaliation against the in- 
habitants of the United States? And yet, both 
the call and the compliance are founded (not 
upon the destruction of the public edifices at York, 
but) upon the wanton destruction committed by 
the American Army in Upper Canada, upon the 
inhabitants of the Province, for whom alone repa- 
ration was demanded. 

An obscurity, then, dwells upon the fact alleged 
by Sir George Prevost, which has not been dissi- 
pated by inquiry. Whether any public edifice 
was improperly destroyed at York, or at what 
period the injury was done, if done at all, and by 
what hand it was inflicted, are points that ought 
to have been stated when the charge was made; 
surely it is enough, on the part of the American 
Government, to repeat, that the fact alleged was 
never before brought to its knowledge for inves- 
tigation, disavowal, or reparation. The silence 
of the military and civil officers of the Provincial 
Government of Canada, indicates, too, a sense of 
shame, or a conviction of the injustice of the pres- 
ent reproach. It is known that there could have 
been no other public edifice for civil uses destroyed 
in Upper Canada, than the House of the Provin- 
cial Teustasere: a building of so little cost and 
ornament as hardly to merit consideration, and 
certainly affording neither parallel nor apology 
for the conflagration of the splendid structures 
which adorned the Metropolis of the United 
States. If, however, that House was indeed de- 
stroyed, may it not have been an accidental con- 
sequence of the confusion in which the explosion 
of the magazine involved the town? Or, perhaps, 
it was hastily perpetrated by some of the enraged 
troops, in the moment of anguish for the loss of a 
beloved commander, and their companions, who 
had been killed by that explosion, kindled as it 
was by a defeated enemy for the sanguinary and 
eee purpose. Or, in fine, some suffering 
individual, remembering the slaughter of his breth- 
ren at the river Raisin, and exasperated by the 
spectacle of a human scalp suspended in the Legis- 
lative Chamber, over the seat of the Speaker, may, 
inthe paroxysm of his vengeance, have applied, 
unauthorized and unseen, the torch of vengeance 
and destruction. 

Many other flagrant instances of British vio- 
lence, pillage, and conflagration, in defiance of 
the laws of civilized hostilities, might be added to 
the catalogue which has been exhibited ; but the 
enumeration would be superfluous, and it is time 
to close so painful an exposition of the causes and 
character ofthe war. The exposition had become 
necessary to repel and refute the charges of the 
Prince Regent, when, by his declaration of Jan- 
uary, 1813, he unjustly states the United States to 
be the aggressors in the war; and insultingly as- 
cribes the conduct of the American Government 
to the influence of French councils. It was, also, 
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necessary to vindicate the course of the United 
States in the prosecution of the war, and to ex- 

to the view of the world the barbarous sys- 
tem of hostilities which the British Government 
has pursued. Having accomplished these pur- 
poses, the American Government recurs with 
pleasure to a contemplation of its early and con- 
tinued efforts for the restoration of peace. Not- 
withstanding the pressure of the recent wrongs, 
and the unfriendly and illiberal disposition which 
Great Britain has at all times manifested towards 
them, the United States have never indulged sen- 
timents incompatible with the reciprocity of good 
will, and an intercourse of mutual benefit and 
advantage. They can never repine at seeing the 
British nation great, prosperous, and happy ; safe 
in its maritime rights, and powerful in its means 
of maintaining them; but, at the same time, they 
can never cease to desire that the councils of 
Great Britain should be guided by justice, and a 
respect for the equal rightsof othernations. Her 
maritime power may extend to all the legitimate 
objects of her sovereignty and her commerce, 
without endangering the independence and peace 
of every other Government. A balance of power, 
in this respect, is as necessary on the ocean as on 
the land ; and the control that it gives to the na- 
tions of the world over the actions of each other 
is as salutary in its operation to the individua 
Government which feels it, as to all the Govern- 
ments by which, on the just principles of mutual 
support and defence, it may be exercised. On 
fair, and equal, and honorable terms, therefore, 
peace is at the choice of Great Britain; but if 
she still determine upon war, the United States, 
reposing upon the justness of their cause; upon 
the patriotism of their citizens; upon the distin- 
guished valor of their land and naval forces ; and, 
above all, upon the dispensations of a beneficent 
Providence ; are ready to maintain the contest for 
the preservation of the national independence, 
with the same energy and fortitude which were 
displayed in acquiring it. 

ASHINGTON, February 10, 1815, 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


[Communicated to the Senate, September 26, 1814.] 


The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to 
the act “ wappromastary to the act, entitled “An 
act to establish the Treasury Department,” has 
the honor respectfully to submit to Congress the 
following report and estimates : 

The sums authorized by Congress to be ex- 
pended during the year 1814, and for which ap- 
propriations have been made, are as follows: 

1. For civil, diplomatic and miscella- 

nevus expenses: - - - - $2,245,355 59 
To this sum is to be added, the amount 

which may be payable on the follow- 

ing accounts, viz: 1. The amount of 

fines, penalties, and forfeitures ac- 

tually received into the Treasury, 

which is appropriated for defraying 


2. 


. Naval expenses, including $200,- 


the expenses of courts of the Uni- 
ted States. 2. The sums received 
by the collectors of the customs for 
the marine hospital fund, and priva- 
teer pension fund, which are paid 
into the Treasury with the other 
moneys derived from the customs, 
but are exclusively applicable to the 
two objects here mentioned, t- 
ively. 3. The moneys received into 
the Treasury for the United States’ 
moiety of — captured by public 
vessels, which belong exclusively 
to the Navy pension fund. These 
items are contingent and uncertain, 
until the accounts for the year are 
made up, and their amounts ascer- 
tained. As they appear among the 
receipts into the Treasury, they 
must also be placed among its ex- 
penditures. They may be estimated 
for the year 1814, at - - - 

Military expenses, including the 
Indian Department, and the perma- 
nent appropriation of $200,000 an- 
nually, for arming and equipping 
the whole body of the militia of the 
United States - - 


000 for the purchase of timber, ap- 
propriated by the act of March 30, 
1812 - - - - 


. For the public debt, such sum as the 


public engagements may require ; 
and which, during the year 1814, 
may be estimated as follows : 


Interest on the public debt existing 


previously to the pre- 
sent war - - $1,980,000 00 


Interest on debt con- 


tracted during the 
present war, inclu- 
ding the loans of the 
present year and the 


Treasury notes - 2,950,000 00 


Reimbursement of the 


principal, consisting 
of the annual reim- 
bursement of the old 
six per cent. and de- 
ferred stocks, tem 

rary loans payable 
during this year, and 
the Treasury notes 
to be reimbursed du- 
ring the same period 7,572,000 00 


12,502,000 00 


But for these purposes 


there had been ad- 
vanced by the Trea- 
sury during the year 
1813, to sundry com- 
missioners of loans, 
beyond the demands 
upon them for the 
year 1813, and to 
the Treasurer of the 
United States, as the 


$200,000 00 


24,502,906 00 


8,169,910 87 
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agent for Commis- 
sioners of the Sink- 
ing Fund, about - 350,000 00 

Leaving payable during the year 1814 12,152,000 00 


$47,270,172 46 


The means by which this sum was to be provided, 

were the following : 

1. Moneys receivable on account of the public revenue, 
and which were estimated thus: 

From the customs - $6,500,000 00 

Sales of public lands - 600,000 00 

Direct tax and internal 
duties - - - 

Postage, and inciden- 
tal receipts - - 


3,800,000 00 


50,000 00 
———— 10,950,000 00 
2, Moneys receivable for the proceeds 
of loans, and for Treasury notes, to 
be issued as follows : 
Amount payable into the Treasury 
during the year 1814, of the loan of 
seven and a half millions, made un- 
der the act of 2d Au- 
gust,1813. - - $3,592,665 00 
Amount authorized to 
be borrowed by act 
of March 24,1814 25,000,000 00 
Amount authorized by 
the act of March 4, 
1814, to be issued in 
Treasury notes - 5,000,000 00 
33,592,665 00 
And it was estimated that, out of the 
balance of cash remaining in the 
Treasury on the Ist day of January, 
1814, which amounted to $5,196,- 
482 00, there might be applied a sum 
sufficient to cover the whole amount 
of the authorized expenditures, and 
which would be - : - - 2,727,507 46 


$47,270,172 46 


The accounts of the Treasury have as yet been made 
up only for the two first quarters of the year 1814, or 
to the 30th of June of that year. The annexed state- 
ment, marked A., shows the receipts and expenditures 
at the Treasury for the fourth quarter of the year 1813, 
which have not before been communicated to Congress, 
and separately, those of the two first quarters of the 
year 1814, 

By this statement, it appears that the payments from 
the Treasury during the first half of the present year, 
have been 
For civil, diplomatic, and miscellane- 

ous expenses - 
Military expenses - 


1,444,062 60 
11,210,238 00 
4,012,899 90 
3,026,580 77 


Naval expenses 
Publicdebt - 


19,693,781 27 
And would leave payable during the 
remainder of the year, on those sev- 
eral accounts, the following sums : 
For civil, diplomatic, and miscellane- 
ous expenses - - $1,001,292 99 


Military expenses - 13,292,668 00 
Naval expenses- - 4,157,010 97 
Public debt - - 9,125,419 23 
27,576,391 19 


$47,270,172 46 


The receipts into the Treasury during the first half 

of the present year have been as follows: 
For the proceeds of the customs - $4,182,088 25 
Public lands, (including those in the 

Mississippi Territory, the proceeds 

of which are now payable to the State 

of Georgia) - - : - : 
Internal duties and direct taxes - 
Postage and incidental expenses = - 


7,078,170 33 
Loan of seven and a half millions, un- 
der the act of Aug. 2, ’13 3,592,665 
Loan of ten millions, (part 
of 25 millions,) under the 
act of March 24,1814 6,087,011 


9,679,676 

Treasury notes, issued un- 

der the act of February 

25, 1813 1,070,000 
Treas’y notes, is- 
sued under act 

of March 4,’14 1,392,100 

———. 2,462,100 


12,141,776 00 


19,219,946 33 

And there remained cash in the Treas- 
ury, on the Istof July, 1814-  - 4,722,639 32 
$23,942,585 65 
To make up the sum, therefore, which 
will be wanted to meet the expend- 
itures as above estimated, there must 
be obtained during the 3d and 4th 
quarters of the present year - - 23,327,586 81 
$47,270,172 46 


And the further sum of $1,500,000, 
which is the least that ought at any 
time during a state of war to be left 
in the Treasury, making - - $24,827,586 81 


Of this amount it is estimated that there will be de- 
rived from the various sources of existing revenue 
the following sums, viz: 

From the.customs - - - - $2,820,000 00 
It has not been practicable to pre- 

pare the statements of this and of the 

other branches of the revenue in the 

usual official form, to be communica- 

ted to Congress at this time. Some 

of these statements have been hereto- 

fore regularly given for periods termi- 

nating on the 30th of September ; and, 

to preserve the series unimpaired, their 

preparation is postponed until they can 

be made out terminating with that 

day. They will hereafter be laid be- 

fore Congress in the proper form. 
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probably, exceed $1,000,000. The 
amount receivable into the:Treasury, 
during the year 1814, from bonds out- 
standing at the commencement of the 
year, and from the duties accruing, 
and which will become payable dur- 
ing that year, is estimated at $7,000,- 
000; which was $500,000 more than 
was heretofore estimated. Of this sum, 
$4,182,088 25 was paid during the 
first of the year, and will leave 
payable, during the remainder of the 
year, the sum here stated. 


Sales of Public Lands.-—The proceeds 
of the sales of public lands sold. in 
the Mississippi Territory, which are 
now payable to the State of Georgia, 
are brought into the Treasury in the 
same manner as the moneys derived 
from the sales of other public lands. 
As the amount, when paid out of 
the Treasury to the State of Georgia, 
appears among the public expendi- 
tures, it is proper that these moneys 
should be placed upon the receipts 
of the Treasury. Including the pro- 
ceeds. of the lands in the Mississippi 
Territory, the receipts during the 
year 1814 .are estimated at $900,- 
000; of which $540,065 68 having 
been received during the two first 
quarters.of the year, there will be 
receivable during the two last quar- 
ee titi ae Bi it 
Internal Duties and Direct Tax.— 
The receipts into the Treasury, from 
these sources during. the present 
ear, will: fully equal the estimate 
fore. made. 

pele: reedily and cheerfully. The 
i tax-isin collection in more 
than three-fourths of the districts, 
and will shortly be in the same state 
in all the districts, except two or 
three, where the difficulty of obtain- 
ing competent persons to act as as- 
SeSSOTS 2 produced some delay. 
In several of the districts the collec- 
tion is already nearly completed. 
The amount estimated as receivable 
from these two sources, was $3,800,- 
000 ; of this sum there was received, 
prior to the Ist of July last, $2,189,- 
272 40, and leaves to be received 
during the remainder of the year. - 
Postage and Incidental Reeeipis— 
These were estimated, for the whole 
year, at $50,000. Including repay- 
ments, prize money, and the arrear- 
of the former direct tax and in- 
ternal duties, there was received, on 
these accounts, during the first half 
of the year, $166,744. These re- 


These taxes are © 


$360,000 00 


1,610,000 00° 
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The amount of the custom-house du- ceipts are so casual and uncertain, 
ties which accrued. during; the year that it is difficult to make any esti- 
1813, was $7,070,000. During the two mate of their amount. During the 
first quarters of the present year they remainder of theyear they may, 
ated to, about $3,000,000; but, perhaps, be expected to produce - 50,000 00 
d - the. two last quarters will not, 


rt 
Total am’t receivable for revenue $4,840,000 0 
———— 

Under the aet of the 24th of March, 1814, by 
which the President was authorized. to borrow 
twenty-five millions of dollars, a. loan was opened 
on the 2d of May for ten millions of dollars, in 

rt of thatsum. A loan for-ten millions of dol. 

ars was considered as. more likely to prove suc- 
cessful, than if an attempt were made to obtain 
the whole amount of twenty-five millions at 
once. The sums offered for this loan amounted to 
$11,900,806; of which $2,671,750 were at rates 
less than 88 per cent., and $1,183,400 at rates less 
than 85 per cent. Of the sum of $9,229,056, 
which were offered at 88 per cent., or. at rates 
more favorable to the United States, five millions 
were offered, with the condition annexed, that if 
terms more favorable to the lenders should be al- 
lowed for any part of the twenty-five millions au- 
thorized to be Scoreiias for the present year, the 
same terms should be extended to. those holding 
the stock of the ten million loans Taking into 
consideration the expectation then-entertained, of 
an early return of peace, and the importance of 
maintaining unimpaired the public credit, by sus- 
taining the price of stock in the-meantime; and 
also considering the. measure was sanctioned b 
precedent, it was agreed to accept the loan with 
that condition. Had the sum to which the con- 
dition was annexed, been rejected, the conse- 
quence would have been to reduce the. amount 
obtained to less than five millions, a sum alto- 

ether inadequate to the public demands; or, by 

one the stock to 85 per cent., to. have ob- 
tained on y a little more than six millions, which 
would still have been insufficient to answer the 
purposes of Government. Offers were subse- 
quently made to this loan, of sums amounting to 
$566,000, which were accepted on the same terms 
as the.original offers, and augmented the amount 
of the loan which was taken to $9,795,056. 
The papers annexed, under the letter B, exhibit 
the particulars relating to this loan. 

There was paid into the Treasury, on account 
of the loan of ten millions, prior to the 1st of July, 
$6,087,011; leaving to be paid, after that day, 
$3,708,045. Of thissum.a failure of payment, on 
the days fixed by the terms of the loan, of about 
$1,900,000, has taken place; and it is doubtful 
whether the payment will be effected. No more, 
therefore, can be relied on towards the supply 
necessary for the third and fourth quarters of the 
year 1814, than what has already been paid, and 
amounting to about $1,800,000. 

Proposals .were again invited on the 22d of 
August, for a loan of six millions of dollars, in 
further execution of ‘the power contained in the 
act of the 24th of March, for borrowing twenty- 
five millions. The whole amount offered was 
$2,823,300, of which. $100,000 were at rates less 
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than 80 per cent., and $2,213,000 were at the rate 
of eighty dollars in money for one hundred dol- 
lars of six percent. stock. The remaining sum 
of $510,300 was offered at various rates, from 80 
to 88. Notwithstanding the reduced rate at which 
the greater part of the above sum was proposed, 
yet, as the market price of stock hardly exceeded 
80.per cent.; as there was no prospect of obtain- 
ing the money on better terms; and as it was in- 
dispensable for the public service, it was deemed 
advisable to accept the sums offered at that rate. 
Including the sums offered at rates more favora- 
ble to the United States than that here stated, the 
whole amount of the proposals accepted was 
$2,723,300, and a further sum of $207,000 has 
been accepted at the same rate ; making the whole 
amount taken of this loan, $2,930,300. 
The annexed papers, under the letter C, relate 
to this loan. 
Some of the persons who originally made pro- 
Js for this loan, which were accepted, have 
since given notice that they could not carry their 
proposals into execution. The sums, in relation 


_ to which this failure has taken place, amount to 
~ $410,000; and there can, therefore, be relied on 
_ for the proceeds of this loan only $2,520,300. 


Moneys having heretofore been obtained by the 
United States on loan in Europe upon favorable 
terms, and the punctuality and fidelity with which 
they were repaid having established their credit 
there on a firm and respectable footing, it was de- 
termined, in consequence of the difficulties expe- 
rienced in obtaining at home the sums requisite 
for the public service, to try the market in that 
quarter. To effect this purpose, the requisite 
powers and instructions have been given for ne- 
otiating a loan for six millions of dollars, asa 
farther part of the loan of twenty-five millions 
authorized by the act of the 24th of March last; 
and, in order to facilitate this object, six per cent. 
stock to that amount has been constituted and 
transmitted, with directions for its sale, if that 
shall be found the most advantageous mode for 
obtaining the money. The result, however, of 
this experiment is not certain; and the proceeds, 
in case it should be successful, will not, probably, 
come into the Treasury in the course of the pres- 
ent year; they cannot, therefore, be placed among 
the resources of this year. But as this sum forms 
a part of that which was authorized to be bor- 
rowed, and which will be necessary for the ser- 
vice of the present year, further authority will be 
required from Congress for obtaining this sum, 
by loan or otherwise ; in which case the proceeds 
of the negotiation undertaken in Europe will be 
applicable to the service of the ensuing year. 
ith a view to avoid the inconvenient increase 
of stock in the market, and its consequent depre- 
ciation, an effort was made to obtain temporary 
loans from the banks by special contracts, but the 
attempt was not attended with success. 

The amount of Treasury notes issued prior to 
the Ist of July last, under the act of the 4th of 
March, 1814, was $1,392,100; those since issued 
amount to $1,512,300. The annexed statement, 


notes; and, in the paper marked D, an account is 
given of those Treasury notes issued under the 
act of the 25th of February, 1813, which have 
not been heretofore reported to Congress. 

There are now in circulation near eight mil- 
lions of dollars in Treasury notes; of which, dur- 
ing the fourth quarter of the present year, notes 
for more than four millions of dollars will become 
reimbursable. A part of them may, naa be 
replaced by new notes, but it is not believ that, 
upon their present footing, more than two mil- 
lions and a half of dollars can thus be replaced. 
This would still leave more than six millions of 
dollars of notes in circulation; which the expe- 
rience of two years has shown to be nearly as 
large a sum, while the other circulating paper 
medium of the country remained unembarrassed, 
and maintained itself in the public confidence, as 
can, in their present shape, be freely and easily 
circulated. Notes of a smaller denomination than 
those heretofore issued have been prepared, and 
will, probably, by passing into a more numerous 
and extensive class of the money transactions of 
individuals, carry a greater quantity into circula- 
tion, there having been already issued, since the 
Ist of July, Treasury notes amounting to $1,500,- 
000, and it being estimated that a further sum of 
$2,500,000 may be put in circulation previously 
to the end of the present year, the amount esti- 
mated to be derived from this source during the 
third and fourth quarters of the year will be 
$4,000,000. 

The means, then, for meeting the demands upon 
the Treasury during the last half of the present 

ear, as now ascertained, are estimated as fol- 
ows: 


From the revenue - - - ~- $4,840,000 

Loans under the twenty-five million 
act: 

Loan of ten millions - $1,800,000 
Loan of six millions - 2,520,000 

——— ss 4,320,000 

9,160,000 

Treasury notes- = - - = 4,000,000 

13,160,000 

And still leave to be obtained - 11,660,000 

$24,820,000 


The difficulties already experienced in obtain- 
ing loans, and the terms on which it has been 
found necessary to accept them, sufficiently show 
the propriety of Congress adopting effective meas- 
ures for procuring the sums still required for the 
service of the residue of the present, as well as 
for that of the ensuing year. 

The suspension of payments in specie, by many 
of the mest considerable banks in the United 
States, and of those most important in the mone 
operations of the Treasury, has produced, and will 
continue to cause difficulties and embarrassments 
in those operations. The circulating medium of 
the country, which has consisted principally of 


marked E, shows the particulars relating to these | bank notes, is placed upon a new and uncertain 
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footing; and those difficulties and embarrass- 
ments will extend, in a greater or less degree, 
into the pecuniary operations of the citizens in 
general. The powers of Congress, so far as they 
extend, will be required to be exerted ia providing 
a remedy for these evils, and in placing, if prac- 
ticable, the currency of the country on a more 
uniform, certain, and stable footing. 

If further reliance must be had on loans, it is 
respectfully suggested that additional inducements 
should be offered to capitalists to advance their 
money, by affording an ample and unequivocal 
security for the regular payment of the interest, 
and reimbursement of the principal of such loans 
as may be obtained. This may be effected by 
establishing an adequate revenue, and pledging 
the same specifically for that purpose. 

It is also submitted, for the consideration of 
Congress, whether Treasury notes might not, by 
angeneing the rate of interest they now bear, 
and securing ils payment, as well as their even- 
tual reimbursement, by an adequate revenue 

ledged for that purpose, be placed on a footing 
tter calculated than at present to sustain their 
credit, encourage their circulation, and answer 
with more certainty the purposes of Government. 

The estimates for the service of the year 1815 
have not yet been prepared. It is certain, how- 
ever, if the war continues, that a sum will be re- 
quired at least equal to that demanded for the 
present year; and, under the head of Public Debt, 
an additional sum, sufficient for the payment of 
the interest on the loans made in the meantime. 

By the plan of finance which was adopted at 
the commencement of the present war, this addi- 
tional sum would be all that would be required 
to be raised, by new taxes, during the year 1815, 
except what might be necessary to make good a 
deficiency in any of the existing revenues. Ac- 
cording to that plan of finance, the expenditures 
to be covered by the revenue during the year 
1815, would be as follows: 


Expense of the Peace Establishment - $7,000,000 
Interest on the debt existing 
prior to the war - - $1,900,000 


Interest on the debt contract- 

ed since the war, including 

Treasury notes, and includ- 

ing the interest which will 

become payable during the 

year 1815, on the debt con- 
tracted within that year - 4,600,000 
——-_ 6,500,000 


Tee oS SS Oa eee 


The revenues, as now established, are estimated to 
produce, during the year 1815, the following sums, viz : 
Customs.— While the whole navy of the enemy is dis- 

posable for the interruption of our trade, this source 

of revenue cannot be very productive. From bonds 
which will be outstanding at the commencement of 
the year 1815, and from the duties which will accrue 
during that year, it is estimated that there will be 
received intothe Treasury - - - $4,000,000 
Sales of public lands = - - 800,000 


1488 
Internal duties. —T hese will all bring their 
full amounts into the Treasury during 
the year 1815, and will, it is believed, 
produceanetsumof- - - = 2,700,000 
Arrears of direct tax of 1814, which will 
be received in 1815 - - - ~- 600,000 
Postage, and other incidental receipts - 100,000 
es 
Total amount - = = = $8,200,000 
And leaving to be provid - = 5,300,000 


wes 
Aggregate - - - = = $13,500,000 
oe ee 





Towards making up this sum of $5,300,000, 
continuance of the direct tax will, it is believed 
be necessary ; but at its present rate it will not pro- 
duce, net to the Treasury, more than $2,600,000, 

In order to provide the remaining sum of 
$2,700,000, as well as such other sums as may be 
deemed requisite for the objects hereinbefore sug- 
gested, it will be for Congress to consider how far 
it would be expedient to increase this tax, as well 
as the present internal duties; and also what new 
objects of taxation may, for that purpose, be most 
advantageously resorted to, 

But, the plan of finance above referred to as- 
sumed, as one of the grounds upon which it de- 
pended, that loans might be annually obtained 
during the continuance of the war, for the amount 
of the extraordinary expenses occasioned by it. 
The experience of the present year furnishes 

round to doubt whether this be practicable, at 
oe in the shape in which loans have been hith- 
erto attempted. Nor is it even certain that the 
establishing and pledging of revenues adequate to 
the punctual payment of the interest and event- 
ual reimbursement of the principal of the sums 
which will be required for the service of the year 
1815, would enable the Treasury to obtain them 
through the medium of loans effected in the ordi- 
nary way. 

With this view of the subject, it is respectfully 
submitted whether it would not be expedient to 
extend the provisions to be made for the service 
of the casting, year beyond those contemplated in 
this plan of finance, hitherto pursued for carry- 
ing on the war, so as to provide, by means other 
than loans, for at least a portion of the extraor- 
dinary expenditures occasioned thereby. This 
would have a tendency to insure public confi- 
dence, and preserve and confirm the public credit. 

The present state of our country, growing out 
of the unjust policy of the enemy, as well as the 
unusual manner in which he prosecutes the war, 
call for new and extraordinary exertions on the 
part of the nation; and the means requisite to 
meet the expenditures which these may occasion 
ought to be provided. 

he resources of the nation are not exhausted ; 
they are ample, and the occasion requires they 
should be brought into full activity. 

The very expenditures which render necessary 
the imposition of additional taxes, will themselves 
have increased in the community the ability to 
discharge them. , 

The promptitude and cheerfulness with which 
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esent taxes are paid, afford the best pledges 
toad spirit with which the people will meet such 
demands as the interest and safety of the country 
may require. A people who have not only tasted, 
but enjoyed in their full extent, the blessings of 
liberty and independence, for more than thirty 
years, cannot consider any sacrifices too great, 
which are found indispensable to preserve them 
inviolate. ; 

Those sacrifices, however, which may be de- 
manded by the present crisis in our affairs, will be 
of a temporary nature only; for, while we may 
fairly calculate, that, with the termination of the 
present contest, the duration of which will be 
shortened in proportion to the vigor and unanim- 
ity with which it is sustained on our part, will 
cease the expenditures consequent on a state of 
war, and render no longer necessary a continu- 
ance of those extraordinary revenues established 
to provide the supplies requisite for that object, 
we may with equal confidence rely that the grow- 
ing revenue arising from the commerce of a few 
prosperous years of peace will be found sufficient 
to redeem the pledges which may have been 
made to the public creditors, and thus relieve the 
people from these burdens which times of danger 
and difficulties rendered indispensable. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

G. W. CAMPBELL. 


Treasury DeparTMENT, Sept. 23, 1814. 





A. 


Statement of Receipts and Payments at the Treasury 
of the United States, from the 1st October to the 31st 
ecember, 1813. 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash in the Treasury, subject to war- 
rant, Ist October,1813 - -  - $6,978,752 43 
Received for the proceeds 
of the customs - $3,238,043 58 
Arrears of internal reve- 
nues - : - - 380 68 


Fees on patents - - 1,470 00 
Postage of letters - - 35,000 00 
Net proceeds of prizes 

captured - - = 129,458 06 
Rent of the United States’ 

saline - - - 6,350 00 
Fines, penalties, and for- 

feitures - - - 1,003 75 


Sales of public land - 263,049 06 
Repayments - . . 3,810 13 
3,678,565 26 
Loan of $16,000,000, per 
act of 8th Feb’ry, 1813 1,511,875 00 
Loan of $7,500,000, per 
act of 2d August, 1813 3,907,335 00 
Treasury notes, per act 
of 30th June, 1812 - 101,700 00 
Treasury notes, per act 
of 25th February, 1813 3,677,000 00 
————— 9,197,910 00 





Aggregate- - - - $19,855,227 69 











PAYMENTS. 
Civil and Miscellaneous Expenses, both Foreign and 
Domestic. 

Civil department, proper - - - $125,478 66 
Grants and miscellaneous claims - 23,552 03 
Military pensions - - - - 675 24 

Light-house establishment - + - 





7,104 15 
Marine hospital establishment - 12,869 58 
Public buildings in Washington, and 
furniture for the President’s House - 7,000 00 
Prisoners of war - - . - 54,000 00 
Road from Cumberland to the Ohio - 11,880 03 
Prize money - - - : - 112,668 25 
Mint Establishment - ~ - - 4,516 41 
Trading houses with the Indians : 1,125 00 
Ascertaining land titles in Louisiana - 1,785 00 
Surveys of publiclands - = - - 12,176 62 
Diplomatic department’ - : : 19,017 91 
Relief and protection of American sea- 
men - - + - - - 31,017 50 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers - 10,000 00 
Total - - - - - $434,866 38 
Military Expenses, viz : 
Military department - - - - 5,887,747 00 
Naval Expenses, viz : 
Naval department, marine corps, &c. - 1,248,145 10 
Public Debt, viz : 


Interest and charges - $1,563,762 35 
Reimbursement of prin- 
cipll - - - 5,524,232 60 





7,087,994 95 
Balance in the Treasury, subject to 
warrant, 31st December, 1813 - 5,196,474 26 





Aggregate - - . : $19,855,227 69 


Statement of Receipts and Payments at the Tr 
of the United States, from the 1st January to the 
30th June, 1814. 
RECEIPTS 
Cash in the Treasury, subject to war- 
rant, Ist January, 1814 - - - $5,196,474 26 
Received for the proceeds 
of the customs - $4,182,088 25 
Arrears of internal reve- 


nues and direct taxes 4,505 32 
New internal revenue and 

direct tax - - - 2,189,272 40 
Fees on patents - : 3,720 00 
Postage of letters - - 45,000 00 
Net proceeds of prizes 

captured - - - 83,261 79 
Fines, penalties, and for- 

en ra ae eee 1,230 97 
Net proceeds of property 

seized, supposed to be- 

long to A. Burr - - 448 00 
Sales of publiclands - 540,065 68 
Repayments - - 28,577 92 

——————._ 7,078,170 33 


Loan of seven and a half 
millions, per act of 2d 
August, 1813 - 

Loan of ten millions, per 
act of 24th Mar., 1814 6,087,011 00 


$3,592,665 00 
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Tey notes, per act United States, the aforesaid sum of twenty-five 
of 26th February, 1813 1,070,000 00 millions of dollars, or any part thereof, pursuant 
Treasury notes, per act to the act of Congress above recited : 
of 4th March, 1814 - 1,392,100 00 s Notice is therefore hereby given, that propo- 
12,141,776 00 pais will be ate oe at of the 
reasury, until the 2d day of May next, f. 
Aggregate - - - -  $24,416,42059/ any person or persons, body or bodies Sotporate. 
~~~" | who may offer, for themselves or others, to Joan 
a PATMENTS. ’ to the United States, on account and in part of 
Civil and Miscellaneous Expenses, both Foreign and | the aforesaid sum of twenty-five millions of dol- 
sites Domestic. Sera’ lars, ~*~ _ of 4 millions of dollars, or an 
ivil department, proper - - - , art thereof, not less than twenty-five th 
b= and miscellaneous claims - veka he Follars. : r aoe 
lilitary pensions - - - - ; | Thestock to be issued for the money loaned 
Light-house establishment - - - 66,469 12) wili bear an interest of six per cent. per annum. 
Marine hospital establishment - - on 89} payable quarter yearly; and the proposals must 
Furniture - the President’s House - eamanlad distinctly state the amount of money offered to 
Prisoners of war Nii deat elie atin ! be loaned, and the rate at which the aforesaid 
Road from Cumberland to - = f ar aae ~ stock will be received for the same. 
a fat Te i nd BT econ Riee 9195 44| The amount loaned is to be paid into a bank 
Tyading houses with the Indians 8,044 gg | oF banks authorized by the Treasury, in instal- 
Ascertaining land titles in Louisiana - 2,757 67 | Ments, in the following manner, viz: 


6,167 07 
3,127 50 


Surveys of publiclands - - = - 
Survey of the coast of the United States 
Payment to Georgia for Mississippi 

lands - - - were 
Bounty to the owners, &ec 


- 96,222 94 


» of private 


armed vessels - - 4,300 00 
Privateer pension fund - - = - 50,000 00 
Diplomaticdepartment - - ~- 37,149 26 
Relief and protection of American sea- 

men . : - - . - 14,015 26 
Treaties with Mediterranean Powers - 8,300 00 


Contingent expenses of foreign inter- 
course e - - ~ = a 
Claimson. France - - a 


12,720 35 
2,625 00 


Tetel- «= 8, 6+ 6 B1444,068-00 
Military Expenses, viz : 

Military department - - - + 11,210,238 00 
Naval Expenses, viz: 

Naval Department, marine corps, &c. 4,012,899 90 

Public Debt, &c. 
Interest and charges - 1,539,080 09 
Reimbursement of prin- 

cipal- - - 1,487,500 68 

iommemnge, Se SEG 79 

Balance in the Treasury, subject to 

warrant, 30th June, 1814 - - - 


$24,416,420 59 


4,722,639 32 














B. 


Treasury DePaRTMENT, 
April 4, 1814. 

Whereas, by an act of Congress, passed on the 
24th day of March, 1814, the President of the 
United States is authorized to borrow, on the 
credit of the United States, a sum not exceeding 
twenty-five millions of dollars; and, whereas, the 
President of the United States did, by an act or 
commission, under his hand, dated the 20th day of 
March, 1614, authorize and empower the Secre- 


One-fourth part, or twenty-five dollars on each 
hundred dollars, on the twenty-fifth day of May 
next. 

And one-fourth part on the 25th day of each 
of the ensuing months of June, July, and August 
next. 

On.the day fixed for the payment of any instal- 
ment after the first, all the remaining instalments 
may be paid. 

he sum loaned is to be paid into such bank 
or banks as may be mutually convenient to the 
lender and to the Government, in the State where 
the lender resides, if desired by him. The pro- 
posals must state the bank or banks into which 
the lender may desire to make the payments. 

If proposals, differing in terms hom one ano- 
ther, should be accepted, the option will be al- 
lowed to any persons whose proposals may be 
accepted, of taking the terms allowed to any other 
person whose proposals may be accepted. 

No proposals will be received for a sum less than 
twenty-five thousand dollars; but a commission 
of one-fourth of one per cent. will be allowed to 
any person collecting subscriptions for the pur- 
pose of incorporating them in one proposal, to the 
amount of twenty-five thousand dollars, or up- 
wards, provided such proposal shall be accepted. 

If proposals shall be made, amounting together 
to a greater sum than that required, the prefer- 
ence will, on equal terms, be given to those made 
by persons who were subseribers to the loan of 
eleven millions, in the year 1812. 

On failure of payment of any instalment, the 
next preceding instalment to be forfeited. 

Scrip certificates will be issued by the cash- 
iers of the banks where the payments shall be 
made, to the persons making the payments; and 
the said cashiers will endorse on the certificates 
the payments of the several instalments, when 
made. 

The scrip certificates will be assignable by en- 
dorsement and delivery ; and will be funded after 


the completion of the payments, upon presenta- 
tary of the Treasury to borrow, on behalf of the | tion by the proprietor, to the Commissioner 0! 


} 
4 
3 
41 


Res! 
ernmer! 
lars, re 
“— 

y the 
La i 
of Apri 
ted Sta 

Ont 
factor 
funde 
and ag 
loaners 
five mi 


sent ye 
 this-cor 


The 


- mentio 


 =meon 


Wit 


sured { 


The 


Sir 
conclu 
Eig! 
dred di 
age, i 
ions 0 


' act of 
| terms: 


of the 
sons ¥ 


| it, issu 


Yor 


Tate, o 
to. the 
will p 
day of 
you hi 





1498 


Loans for'the State where the payments have 


been made. 


The funded stoek to be thus issued, will be ir- 
redeemable until the 31st day of December, 1826; 
will be transferable in the same manner as the 
other funded stock of the United States ; and will 
be charged for the regular and quarterly pay- 


_ ment of its interest, and for the ultimate reim- 
 pursement of its principal, upon the annual fund 
_ of eight millions of dollars, appropriated for the 


ayment of the principal and interest of the debt 
of the United States, in the manner pointed out 


in the aforesaid en of the 24th of March. 1814. 


EO. W. CAMPBELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





Ba. 
WasuinerTon, 4th mo. 30th, 1814. 


Resrecred Frienp: I will loan to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States five millions of dol- 
lars, receiving one hundred dollars six per cent. 
stock for each eighty-eight dollars paid ; and will 
pay the money in the proportions, and at the pe- 
riods, mentioned in thy advertisement of the 4th 


of April, totheir credit, in such banks in the Uni- 


ted States as may be agreeable to thee. 
On the payment of each instalment, and satis- 
factory assurances for the payment of the others, 


_ funded stock to be issued. It being understood 


' and agreed that, if terms more favorable to the 


| loaners be allowed for any part of the twenty- 


| five millions authorized to be borrowed the pres- 


| sent year, the same terms are to be extended to 
this contract. 


The commission of one quarter of one per cent. 


| mentioned in thy advertisement, to be allowed 


me on the amount loaned. 
With great respect and esteem, I am thy as- 


JACOB BARKER. 
The Hon. G. W. Campse t, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


sured friend, 





Bb. 


Treasury DeparRTMENT, 
May 2, 1814. 
Sir: The terms upon which the loan has been 


_ concluded, are as follows, viz: 


Eighty-eight dollars in money for each hun- 


_ dred dollars in stock ; and the United States en- 


age, if any part of the sum of twenty-five mil- 
ions of dollars, authorized to be borrowed by the 


act of the 24th of March, 1814, is borrowed upon 
_ terms more favorable to the lenders, the benefit 


of the same terms shall be extended to the per- 
sons who may then hold the stock, or any part of 
it, issued for the present loan of ten millions. 
Your proposal of the 30th of April, 1814, for 
$5,000,000 of the loan, having been at the above 
rate, or at a rate more favorable than the above 
to the United States, has been accepted; and you 


will please to pay, or cause to be paid, on the 25th 


day of the present month, into the bank or banks 
you have named, or into such as you shall name 
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to the Secretary of the Treasury, on the receipt 
of this letter, twenty-five per cent., or on2-fourth 
part of the sum above stated, pursuant to the no- 
tification from this department, of the 4th of April 
last, and the remaining instalments on the days 
fixed inthe said notification. You will be pleased, 
also, on or before the 25th of May, to furnish the 
cashier or cashiers of the bank or banks where the 
payments under your proposal are to be made 
with the names of the persons in whose behalf 
the proposal has been made, and the sums pay- 
able by each. 

The commission of one-fourth of one per cent. 
will be paid from the Treasury after the payment 
of the first, instalment, on the 25th day of the 
present month. 

I am, respectfully, yours, &c. 
G. W. CAMPBELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Jacos Barxery Esq., New York. 





A similar letter was addressed to the persons 
undermentioned, who made proposals for the sums 
set against their names, respectively : 


Peleg Tallman, Bath, Maine - - - $25,000 
Levi Cutter, Portland do. . - - 94,000 
John Woodman, do. - - - 50,000 
Henry 8. Langdon, Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire - - : - - - 40,000 
John W. Treadwell, Salem, Massachu- 

setts - - - - - . - 416,156 
Thomas Perkins, Salem, Massachusetts - 25,000 
William Gray, Boston - - . . 197,000 
Samuel Dana, do. - - - - 25,000 
Jesse Putnam, do. - - - - 67,900 
Amos Binney, do, - - - - 35,000 
Nathan Waterman, jr., Providence, Rhode 

Island - - . - - - 35,300 
James D’ Wolf, Bristol - - ° - 100,000 
John R. Shearman, Newport - - - 35,000 
Elisha Tracy, Norwich, Connecticut - 30,000 
Michael Shepherd, Hartford do. - 25,000 
Abraham Bishop, New Haven do. - 25,000 
John Taylor, Albany’ - - - - 150,000 
Alamon Douglas, Troy - - - - §0,000 
Smith and Nicoll, New York - - - 80,000 
Harmon Hendricks, do. - - - 42,000 
G. B. Vroom, 0. - - - 500,000 
Samuel Flewwelling do. - - - 257,300 
Jacob Barker do. - - - 5,000,000 
Whitehead Fish do. - . - 250,000 
Guy Bryan, Philadelphia - - - 50,000 
Thomas Newman, do. - - - 108,000 
Samuel Carswell, do. . - - 28,000 
Paul Beck, jr., do. - : - 50,000 
Wm. Patterson & Sons, Baltimore - - 50,000 
George T. Dunbar, do. . - 191,000 
James Cox, do. - . 71,900 
Dennis A. Smith, do. - - 200,000 
Samuel Eliot, jr. Washington - - 100,000 
Alexander Kerr, do. - - 33,000 
W. Jones, for Navy and Privateer Pension 

Funds, Washington -~ - - = 200,000 
William Whann, Washington - = 42,000 
Anthony C. Cazenove,.Alexandria- - 30,000 


Charles B. Cochran, Charleston, South 


Carolina - 7 250,000 
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David Alexander, Charleston, South Caro- 
Te Oe se ew. 
John Lukins, Charleston, South Carolina, 


70,000 

Thomas W. Bacot, do. do. - 115,000 
James Taylor, Newport, Kentucky - = - 25,000 
$9,229,056 


There was subsequently offered, and accepted, pro- 
s by the undermentioned persons, for the follow- 
ing sums, viz : 





William Whann, Washington - - $190,000 
Do. do. - - 200,000 
Robert C. Jennings, Richmond, Virginia- 176,000 
$566,000 








Cc. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
July 25, 1814. 

Notice is hereby given, that peapestle will be 
received by the Secretary of the Treasury, until 
the 22d day of August next, for loaning to the 
United States the sum of siz millions of dollars, 
or any part thereof, not less than twenty-five mil- 
lions of dollars, the same being in part of the 
sum of twenty-five millions of dollars authorized 
to be borrowed by the act of Congress of the 24th 
day of March last. 

The stock to be issued for the money loaned, 
will bear an interest of six ” cent. per annum, 
payable quarter yearly; and the proposals must 
distinctly state the amount of money offered to 
be loaned, and the rate at which the aforesaid 
stock will be received for the same. 

The amount loaned is to be paid into a bank 
or banks authorized by the Treasury, in instal- 
ments in the following manner, viz: 

One-fourth part, or twenty-five dollars on each 
hundred dollars, on the tenth day of September 
next. 

And one-fourth part on the tenth day of each 
of the ensuing months, of October, November, and 
December next. 

On the day fixed for the payment of the first, 
or any other instalment, all the remaining instal- 
ments may be paid at the option of the lender. 

The proposals must state the banks into which 
the lender may desire to make his payments ; and 
he will be allowed to make them according to his 
wishes, thus expressed, in all cases where the con- 
venience of the Treasury will permit. 

The same terms will be allowed to all whose 
een are accepted. 

© proposals will be received for a sum less 
than twenty-five thousand dollars; but a commis- 
sion of one-fourth of one per cent. will be allowed 
to any person collecting subscriptions for the pur- 
pose of incorporating them in one proposal to the 
amount of twenty-five thousand dollars, or up- 
wards, provided such proposal shall be accepted. 

On failure of payment of any instalment, the 
next preceding instalment to be forfeited. 

All the instalments must be paid at the same 
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bank as that at which the first instalment shall 


be i ; 
crip certificates will be issued by the cashiers 
of the banks where the payments shall be made 
to the persons making the payments; and the 
said cashiers will endorse on these certificates the 
payments of the several instalments when made 

he scrip certificates will be assignable by en- 
dorsement and delivery, and will be funded after 
the compoorien of the payments, upon presenta- 
tion to the Commissioners of Loans for the State 
where the payments have been made. 
__ Certificates of funded stock will also be issued 
if the holders of serip certificates shall desire jt 
for the amount of any instalment paid, after the 
payment of the next succeeding instalment. 

he funded stock to be thus issued will be jr. 
redeemable till after the 3lst day of December 
1826; will be transferable in the same manner as 
the other funded stock of the United States; and 
will be charged for the regular and quarterly pay- 
ment of its interest, and for the ultimate reim- 
bursement of its principal, upon the annual fund 
of eight millions of dollars appropriated for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the debt 
of the United States in the manner pointed out in 
the aforesaid act of the 24th of March, 1814. 

G. W. CAMPBELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





Ca. 
Battimore, August 22, 1814. 

Sir: I will take eighteen hundred thousand 
dollars of the six millions loan, at the rate of eighty 

recent. The periods of payment to be in con- 
ormity with your advertisement for proposals; 
and the banks into which the payments shall be 
made, are the Bank of Pennsylvania and the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Baltimore. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient 


servant, 
D. A. SMITH. 
G. W. Campse it, Esq., Sec’ry Treas’y. 


Co. 


Treasury DeparTMENT, 
August 31, 1814. 

Sir: That part of the loan of six millions of 
dollars for which the proposals were accepted, has 
been taken at the rate of eighty dollars, in money, 
for one hundred dollars in stock. Your proposal 
for —— dollars being at that rate, or at one more 
favorable for the United States, has been accepted, 
and you will be pleased to make your payments 
into the bank or banks specified in your proposal, 
in the manner, and at the times stated in the pub- 
lic notification. But as some delay, the cause of 
which is doubtless known to you, has unavoid- 
ably taken place in advising you of the acceptance 
of your proposal, the first payment may, if your 
convenience shall require it, be made on the 20th 
instead of the 10th of September, as required by 
the public notification. This, however, will not 
affect the subsequent instalments, which are, nev- 
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heless, to be paid on the days already fixed, viz: 
on ‘och’ day of the months of October, Novem- 
ber and December. 
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ere of the Secretary of the Treasury to this 
oard, dated the sixth day of the present month, 
and in the statements therein referred to, which 


The same causes which have occasioned a de- | are herewith transmitted, and prayed to be received 


lay in advising you of the acceptance of your _— as part of this report. 


1, will perhaps render it impossible to place 
the scrip certificates in the hands of cashiers of 
the teats where the payments are to be made, by 
the time at which the first instalment will be pay- 
able. If this should be the case, you will please 
to receive from the cashier his receipt for the 
amount which you may pay, to be subsequently 
exchanged for a scrip certificate, when those pa- 
pers shall be ready for delivery. 

I am, respectfu bone obedient servant, 
. W. CAMPBELL 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
The above letter was addressed to the follow- 


ing persons, who made proposals for the sums af- 
fixed to their names respectively, viz: 


Wiliam Rice, Portsmouth New Hampshire $43,000 
Henry 8. Langdon, doo- - - - 35,000 
Amasa Stetson, Boston - - : 37,000 
Jesse Putnam, do. - - - ° 15,000 

Nathan Waterman, jr., Providence Rhode 
ee ee tse 4, 10,000 
John 8. Shearman, Newport, do. - - 25,000 
John Savage, Philadelphia = - . - 240,000 
William W. Smith, do. - - - 100,000 
William Patterson and Sons, Baltimore - 70,000 
Dennis A. Smith, do. - - - 1,800,000 
James L. Hawkins, do. - - - 15,000 
John P. Van Ness, and others, Washington 201,000 
David English, Georgetown - - ° 35,000 
John Lukens, Charleston - - - 47,300 
George M. Deaderick, Nashville - - 50,000 
$2,723,300 


There has been subsequently offered, and ac- 
cepted, proposals from the undermentioned per- 
sons, for the following sums, viz : 


George T. Dunbar, Baltimore rae. 120,000 
Clement Smith, Georgetown - : - 87,000 
$207,000 


Of the persons who originally made proposals, 
the following have given notice that they could 
not carry them into effect : 


John Savage, Philadelphia - - - $240,000 
William W. Smith, do. - - - 100,000 
William Patterson and Sons, Baltimore - 70,000 

$410,000 


SINKING FUND. 


[Communicated to the Senate, February 6, 1815.] 


The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund re- 
spectfully report to Congress as follows: 

That the measures which have been authorized 
by the Board, subsequent to their last report, of 
the 5th of February, 1814, so far as the same 
have been completed, are fully detailed in the re- 


JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the Senate, pro tem. 
JAMES MONROE, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
A. J. DALLAS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Wasuineton, February 6, 1815. 





The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully re- 
ports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund— 


That the balance of moneys advanced on account of 
the public debt, remaining unexpended at the end 
of the year 1812, and applicable to payments falling 
due after that year, which balance, as appears by the 
statement B, annexed to the last annual report, 
amounted to . : . - $335,826 04 

Together with sums disbursed from 
the Treasury during the year 1813, 
on account of the emg and in- 
terest of the public debt, which sums, 
as appears by the statement C, an- 
nexed to the last annual report, 
amounted to - - - 

Together with a further sum arising 
from profit in exchange on remit- 
tances from America t.: Europe, du- 
ring the year 1813, mounting, as 
appears by the stateuent D, an- 
nexed to the last annu- 
al report, to - + $98,452 06 

From which is to be de- 
ducted, as explained in 
the note to the state- 
ment B, annexed to 
this report, the sum of 


11,110,117 48 


6,202 20 
——— 92,249 86 
And with a further sum, being the dif- 

ference between the principal of 
stock purchased during the year 
1813, and the money paid for the 
same, of - - - - . 1,902 34 


And amounting, together, to - - $11,540,095 67 











Have been accounted for in in the following man- 
ner, Viz: 

I. There was repaid into the Treasury, during the year 
1813, on account of the principal of moneys hereto- 
fore advanced for the payment of the public debt, as 
appears by the statement E, annexed to the last an- 
nual report, thesumof- -— - $2,002 43 

II. The sums actually applied during 
the year 1813, to the payment of the 
principal and interest of the public 
debt, as ascertained by accounts 
rendered to the Treasury Depart- 
ment, amounted, as will appear by 
the annexed statement A, to ten 
millions seven hundred and seventy- 
six thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars forty-nine cents, 

VIZ: 
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1. In reimbursement 
of the principal of 
the public debt - $7,177,432 27 
2. On account of the 
interest and charges 


on the same - - 3,699,455 22 





III. ‘The balance remaining unexpend- 
ed, at the close of the year 1813, 
and applicable to payments falling 
due after that year, as ascertained 
by accounts rendered to the Trea- 
sury Department, amounted, as will 
—_ by the annexed statement 

;to - - - - - - 
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10,776,887 49 


761,205 75 


$11,540,095 67 





That, during the year 1814, the following disburse- 
ments were made out of the Treasury, on account of 
the principal and interest of the public. debt, viz: 

a 


nm account of the interest and re- 
imbursement of the funded domes- 
tic debt OF em. Oo 4, 0. em 
2. On account of the principal and 
interest of temporary loans, viz: 
Reimbursement of prin- 
cipal - - - 250,000 00 
Payment of interest - 57,798 90 


3. On account of the principal and in- 
terest of Treasury notes - : 
4. On account of the interest on Lou- 
isiana stock, payable in Europe - 


Amounting, together, as will appear by 
the annexed list of warrants, marked 
j,to - ° ° » a 


$4,937,451 33 


307,798 90 
2,979,783 40 
161,847 06 


- $8,386,880 59 





Which disbursements were made out of the following 


funds, viz: 


I. From the balance of the annual appropriation of 
eight millions of dollars for the year 1818, remaining 
unexpended at the end of that year, which ‘balance 


amounted, as stated in the last an- 
nual report, to ete Oe : 

II. From the funds constituting the 
annual appropriation of eight mil- 
lions of dollars for the year 1814, 
viz: 

From the fund arising from the interest 
on the debt transferred to the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, as 
per statement,I $2,003,495 54 

From the fund arising 
from the net proceeds 
of the sales of pub- 
lic lands, being the 
amount received into 
the Treasury from 
the Ist of October, 
1813, to the 30th of 
September, 1814, as 
per statement K, - 

From the proceeds of 
duties on goods, 
wares, and merchan- 


dise, imported, and 


1,021,058 19 


442,254 11 


on the tonnage of 
vessels - - - 4,633,736 10 





Which sum of - 
Being deducted fro: 
the annual appropri- 


- $7,658,289 83 
m 





ation of - - - 8,000,000 00 
Leaves an undrawn 

balance, to be applied 

in addition to the ap- 

propriation for the 

year 1815, of - - 341,710 17 


Ill. From repayments into the Trea- 
sury, on account of moneys hereto- 
fore advanced for the payment of in- 
terest on the Louisiana stock in 
Europe, and for the payment of tho 
principal and interest of Treasury 
notes, as_ will appear by the an- 
nexed statement - . 


1500 


$7,658,289 93 


286,336 65 


ee 


That the disbursements above men- 
tioned, together with the balance 
above stated, which remained un- 
expended at the end of the year 
1813, of . - - - - 

Together with a further sum arising 
from profit in exchange, on remit- 
tances from America to Europe, 
made in the year 1814, and amount- 
ing, as appears by the annexed 
statement D,to - - - . 


Making together : ° ' 


8,336,880 59 


761,205 75 


19,827 61 





$9,167,913 95 








Will be accounted for in the next annual report, in 
conformity with the accounts which shall then have 
been rendered to the Treasury Department. 

That, in the meantime, the manner in which the 
said sum has been applied is estimated as follows, viz: 
I. The repayments into the Treasury on account 


of the principal of moneys advan 


for the pay- 


ment of interest on the Louisiana stock in Europe, 


and for the payment of princi 


and interest of 


Treasury notes, have amounted, during the year 


1814, as by the above-mentioned 
statementE,to - - - - 
II The sums actually applied, during 
the year 1814, to the principal and 
interest of the public debt, are esti- 
mated as follows : 
1. Paid in reimbursement of the prin- 
cipal of public debt $4,283,735 90 
2. Paid on account of 
interest and charges 
on the same - - 4,586,348 54 
As will appear by the annexed state- 
ment F - - - - - 
Ill. The balance which remained un- 
expended at the end of the year 
1814, and applicable to payments 
falling due after that year, is estima- 
ted, per annexed statement G, at - 


286,336 65 


8,870,084 44 


11,492 96 


Ce nEE EERE 


$9,167,913 95 
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That, agreeably to the terms of the contracts by 
which certain Coma loans had heretofore been ob- 


A statement marked H, is annexed, exhibiting 
the amount of stock transferred to the Commis- 


tained, under the authority of the act of the 14th of| sioners of the Sinking Fund, and standing to their 


March, 1812, the instalments of the following loans, 


which became payable in the year 1814, were duly 
paid at the times when they respectively became 


yable, viz: , 
Iho the Bank of Baltimore, on the 





16th November, 1814 - - - $100,000 00 

To the State Bank, at Charleston, on 
the Ist December, 1814 - . 150,000 00 
$250,000 00 














Two instalments of $250,000 each, which be- 
came payable on the 16th and 31st December, 
1814, to the State Bank, Boston, were not paid, 
it having been impracticable, in consequence of 
the general suspension of payments in specie, by 
the banks, to transfer the amount from those banks 


_ in which the moneys of the Treasury were de- 


_ posited, to Boston, where the payment was to be 
_ made, and equally impracticable to obtain the 


ays as 


money on the spot for that purpose. 

That, during the year 1814, and on the Ist of 
January, 1815, Treasury notes became payable 
(a addition to those payable in the months of 
anuary and February, 1814, for the payment of 
which money was advanced in the year 1813, as 


_ stated in the annual report of February, 1814) 


amounting to $5,357,300. Of these, there was 


_ paid, or money advanced from the Treasury for 


their payment, notes amounting to $2,558,100, at 
the times and places stated in the annexed state- 
ment, marked From the same causes as those 
above stated, which prevented the reimbursement 
of the temporary loans payable to the State Bank, 


_ Boston, it was impracticable to provide at the 


Treasury for the payment of the remainder of the 
above mentioned notes ; and they remain unpaid, 


- amounting to Rave ae. The times when, and 


the places at which, they became payable, are 
exhibited in the annexed statement, marked M. 

For the payment of the dividend on the domes- 
tic funded debt, payable at the Loan Office in Mas- 
sachusetts, on the Ist day of October, 1814, the 
Commissioner of Loans was furnished with a 
draft of the Treasury of the United States, on the 
State Bank, Boston, he having at that time a 
rouch larger sum than was necessary for this ob- 
ject, deposited to his credit in that bank. The 
draft was, nevertheless, refused payment by the 
bank, except upon the condition of paying the 
public creditors, whose dividends amounted to 
one hundred dollars, or upwards, in Treasury 
notes ; and the payment to such of the creditors, 
as have been paid, is understood to have been 
made in that way. 

For the payment of the dividend, payable at 
the same Loan Office, on the Ist day of January 
1815, the Treasury was unable, from the causes 
above stated, to make any other provision than 
that of Treasury notes; and such of the public 
creditors, as have received their dividends payable 
that day, at that Loan office, have been paid in 
those notes. 


credit on the books of the Treasury, on the 3ist 
December, 1814. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
A. J. DALLAS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Fesruary 6, 1815. 
[The tabular statements are omitted.] 


IMPROVEMENT AND INCREASE OF THE 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


[Communicated to the Senate, November 5, 1814.] 


Senate’s CommitTres CHaMBER, 
September 23, 1814. 

Sir: In obedience to instructions from the 
committee, appointed to take into consideration 
the accompanying resolution, I do myself the 
honor to ask information from you upon the fol- 
lowing points: 

lst. What are the defects in the present Mili- 
tary Establishment ? 

2d. What further provisions, by law, are deem- 
ed necessary to remedy such defects ? 

Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high 


consideration. 
WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 
The Hon. James Monrog, 
Acting Secretary of War. 





Commitree Cuamser, Sept. 24, 1814. 


Sir: In obedience to instructions from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, I now do myself 
the honor of enclosing, for your consideration, a 
resolution of the Senate of the 23d instant,* and 
of requesting that, in replying to the inquiries 
made by the committee on yesterday, you will 
give such information,and in such manner, in 
relation to the objects of the said resolution, as 
you may judge advisable. 

Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high 


conideration. 
WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 
The Hon. James Monroe, 
@cting Secretary of War. 





Department or War, 
October 17, 1814. 
Sir: The great importance of the subject, and 
the other duties of the Department, which could 
not fail to be very sensibly felt, at so interesting 
a period, by a person who had just taken charge 
of it, are my apology for not answering your let- 
ter of the 23d of September, at an earlier day, on 
the defects of the present Military Establishment. 





* Resolved, That the Committee on Military Aflairs 
be instructed to inquire into the state of preparations 
for the defence of the City of Washington, and whe- 
ther any further provisions, by law, be necessary for 
that object. 
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Due consideration has been bestowed on the 
subject-matter of that letter, and I have now the 
honor to submit to the committee the following 


report : 

That the present Military Establishment, 
amounting to 62,448 men, be preserved and made 
complete, and that the most efficient means au- 
thorized by the Constitution, and consistent with 
the equal rights of our fellow-citizens, be adopted 
to fill the ranks, and with the least possible delay. 

2. That a permanent force, consisting of not 
less than 40,000 men, in addition to the present 
Military Establishment, be raised, for the defence 
of our cities and frontiers, under an engagement 
by the Executive with each corps that it shall be 
employed in that service within certain specified 
limits. And that a proportional augmentation of 
general officers of each grade, and other staff, be 
provided for. 

3. That the corps of engineers be enlarged. 

4. That the ordnance department be amended. 

Respecting the enlargement of the corps of 
engineers, I shall submit hereafter a more detailed 
communication. 

For the proposed amendment of the ordnance 
department, I submit a report from the senior of- 
ficer in that department, now in this city, which 
is approved. 

I shall be ready and happy to communicate such 
further remarks and details on these subjects as 
the committee may desire, and shall request per- 
mission to suggest, hereafter, the result of further 
attention to, and reflection on, our Military Estab- 
lishment generally, should anything occur which 
may be deemed worthy its attention. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
very obedient servant, 

JAMES MONROE. 

Hon. Wivuiam B. Gites, 

Chairman Committee on Military Affairs. 





Explanatory Observations. 

In providing a force necessary to bring this war 
to a happy termination, the nature of the crisis 
in which we are involved, and the extent of its 
dangers, claim particular attention. If the means 
are not fully adequate to the end, discomfiture 
must inevitably ensue. 

It may fairly be presumed that it is thi object 
of the British Government, by striking at the 
principal sources of our prosperity, to diminish 
the importance, if not to destroy the political ex- 
istence of the United States. If any doubt re- 
mained on this subject, it has been completely 
removed by the despatches from our Ministers at 
Ghent, which were prety laid before Congress. 

A nation contending for its existence against 
an enemy powerful by jand and sea, favored, ina 
peculiar manner, by extraordinary events, must 
make great exertions, and suffer great sacrifices. 
Forced to contend again for our liberties and in- 
dependence, we are called on for a display of all 
the patriotism which distinguished our fellow- 
citizens in the first great struggle. It may be 
fairly concluded that if the United States sacri- 


fice any right, or make any dishonorable conces. 
sion io the deat of the British Covetnmnen: 
the spirit of the nation will be broken, and the 
foundations of their union and independence sha- 
ken. The United States must relinquish no right 
or perish in the stzaggle. There is no interme. 
diate ground to rest on. A concession on one 
point leads directly to the surrender of every other, 
The result of the contest cannot be doubtful. The 
highest confidence is entertained that the stronger 
the pressure, and the greater the danger, the more 
firm and vigorous will be the resistance, and the 
more successful and glorious the result. 

It is the avowed purpose of the enemy to lay 
waste and destroy our cities and villages, and to 
desolate our coast, of which examples have q|- 
ready been afforded. Itis evidently his intention 
to press the war along the whole extent of oy, 
seaboard, in the hope of exhausting equally the 
spirits of the people and the national resources, 

here is also reason to presume that it is the in- 
tention to press the war from Canada on the ad- 
joining States, while attempts are made on the 
city of New York, and other important points, 
with a view to the vain project of dismemberment 
or subjugation. It may be inferred likewise, to 
be a part of the scheme, to continue to invade 
this part of the Union, while a separate force at- 
tacks the State of Louisiana, in the hope of tak- 
ing possession of the city of New Orleans, and of 
the mouth of the Mississippi, that great inlet and 
key to the commerce of all that portion of the 
United States lying westward of the Alleghany 
mountains. The peace in Europe having given 
to the enemy a large disposable force, has essen- 
tially favored these objects. 

The advantage which a great naval superiority 
gives to the enemy, by enabling him to move 
troops from one quarter to another, from Maine 
to the Mississippi, a coast of two thousand miles 
extent, is very considerable. Even a small force, 
moved in this manner, for the purposes avowed 
by the British commanders, cannot fail to be sen- 
sibly felt; more especially by those who are most 
exposed to it. Itis obvious that, if the militia are 
to be relied on, principally, for the defence of our 
cities and coast against these predatory and deso- 
lating incursions, wherever they may be made, 
that, by interfering with their ordinary pursuits 
of industry, it must be attended with serious in- 
terruption and loss to them, and an injury to the 

ublic, while it greatly increases the expense. It 
Is an object, therefore, of the highest importance, 
to provide a regular force with the means ol 
transporting it from one quarter to another, along 
our coast, thereby following the movements 0! 
the enemy, with the greatest possible rapidity, 
and repelling the attack wherever it may be made. 
These remarks are equally true as to the militia 
service generally, under the present organization 
of the militia, and the short terms of service pre- 
scribed by law. It may be stated with confi- 
dence, that at least three times tlre force, in mill- 
tia, has been employed at our principal cities, 
along the coast and on the frontier, in marching 
to, and returning thence, that would have been 
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ecessary in regular troops; and that the expense 
snesinal it feos been alien than piupontioaably 
a nted, from the difficulty, if not the impos- 
sibility of preserving the same degree of system 
in the militia as im the regular service. 

Bat it will not be sufficient to repel these pre- 
datory and desolating incursions. To bring the 
war to an honorable termination, we must not be 
contented with defending ourselves. Different 
feelings must be touched, and apprehensions ex- 
cited, in the British Government. By pushing 
the war into Canada, we secure the friendship of 
the Indian tribes, and command their services, 
otherwise to be turned by the enemy against us; 
we relieve the coast from the desolation which is 
intended for it, and we keep in our hands a safe 
pledge for an honorable peace. 


It follows, from this view of the subject, that it 
will be necessary to bring into the field, next 
campaign, not less than one hundred thousand 
regular troops. Such a force, aided, in extraor- 
dinary emergencies, by volunteers and the militia 
will place us above all inquietude as to the fina 
result of this contest. It will fix on a solid and 
imperishable foundation, our Union and independ- 
ence, on which the liberties and happiness of our 
fellow-citizens so essentially depend. It will se- 
cure to the United States an early and advan- 
tageous peace. It will arrest, in the further prose- 
cution of the war, the desolation of our cities and 
our coast, by enabling us to retort on the enemy 
_ those calamities which our citizens have been al- 
_ ready doomed to suffer—a resort which self de- 
fence alone, and a sacred regard for the rights 
and honor of the nation, could induce the United 
States to adopt. 


The return of the regular force now in service, 
laid before you, will show how many men will 
be necessary to fill the present corps; and the re- 
turn of the numerical force of the present Mili- 
tary Establishment will show how many are re- 

uired to complete it to the number proposed. 
The next and most important inquiry is, how 
shall these men be raised ? Under existing cir- 
cumstances, it is evident that the most prompt 
and efficient mode that can. be devised, consistent 
with the equal rights of every citizen, ought to 
beadopted. The following plans are respectfully 
submitted to the consideration of the committee, 
Being distinct in their nature, I will present each 
separately, with the considerations applicable toit. 


First Plan. 


Let the free male population of the United 
States, between eighteen and forty-five years, be 
formed into classes of one hundred men each, and 
let each class furnish four men for the war, with- 
in thirty days after the classification, and replace 
them in the event of casualty. 

The classification to be formed with a view to 
the equal distribution of property amang the sev- 
eral classes. 

If any class fails to provide the men required 
of it, within the time specified, they shall be 
raised by draught on the whole class, any person 

13th Con. 3d Szss.—48 


thus draughted being allowed to furnish a sub- 
stitute, 

The present bounty in land to be allowed to 
each recruit, and the present bounty in money, 
which is paid to each recruit by the United States, 
to be paid to each draught by all the inhabitants 
within the precinct of the class within which the 
draught may be made, equally, aceording to the 
value of the property which they may respect- 
ively possess; and if such bounty be not paid 
within —— days, the same to be levied on all the 
taxable gp of the said inhabitants; and, in 
like manner, the bounty, whatever it may be, 
which may be employed in raising a recruit, to 
avoid a draught, to be assessed on the taxable 
property of the whole precinct. 

The recruits to be delivered over to the recruit- 
ing officer in each district, to be marched to such 
places of general rendezvous as may be designa- 
ed by the Department of War. 

That this plan will be efficient cannot be doubt- 
ed. It isevident that the men contemplated ma 
soon be raised by it. Three modes occur by whieh 
it may be carried into effect: Ist. By placing the 
execution of it in the hands of the county courts 
throughout the United States: 2d. By relying on 
the militia officers in each county : 3d. By ap- 
pointing particular persons for that purpose in 
every county. It is believed that either of these 
modes would be found adequate. 

Nor does there appear to be any well founded 
objection to the right in Congress to adopt this 
plan, or to its equality in its application to our 
fellow-citizens individually. Congress have a 
right, by the Constitution, to raise regular armies, 
and no restraint is imposed on the exercise of it, 
except in the provisious which are intended to 
guard generally against the abuse of power, with 
none of which does this plan interfere. It is pro- 
posed that it shall operate on all alike ; that none 
shall be exempted from it except the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of the United States, and the Governors 
of the several States. 

It would be absurd to suppose that Congress 
could not carry this power into effect, otherwise 
than by accepting the voluntary service of indi- 
viduals. It might happen that an army could not 
be raised in that mode, whence the power would 
have been granted in vain. The safety of the 
State might depend on such an army. Long-con- 
tinued invasions, conducted by regular, well dis- 
ciplined troops, can best be repelled by troops 
kept constantly in the field, and equally well dis- 
ciplined. Courage in’an army is, in a great meas- 
ure, mechanical. A small body, well trained, 
accustomed to action, gallantly led on, often 
breaks three or four times the number of more 
respectable and more brave, but raw and undis- 
ciplined troops. The sense of danger is dimin- 
ished by frequent exposure to it, without harm ; 
and confidence, even in the timid, is inspired by 
a knowledge that reliance may be placed on oth- 
ers, which can grow up only by service together. 
The grant to Congress to raive armies, was made 
with a knowledge of all these circumstances, and 
with an intention that it should take effect. The 
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framers of the Constitution, and the States who 
ratified it, knew the advantage which an enemy 
might have over us, by regular forces, and intend- 
ed to place their country on an equal footing. 
The idea that the United States cannot raise a 
regular army in any other mode than by accept- 
ing the voluntary service of individuals, is believ- 
ed to be repugnant to the uniform construction 
of all grants of power, and equally so to the first 
principles and leading objects of the Federal com- 
pact. An unqualified grant of power gives the 
means necessary to carry it into effect. This is 
an universal maxim, which admits of no excep- 
tion. Equally true is it, that the conservation of 
the State is a duty paramount to all others. The 
commonwealth has a right to the service of all 
its citizens; or, rather, the citizens composing the 
commonwealth have a right, collectively and in- 
dividually, to the service of each other, to repel 
any danger which may be menaced. The man- 
ner in which the service is to be apportioned 


among the citizens, and rendered by them, are: 


objects of legislation. All that is to be dreaded 
in such case, is, the abuse of power ; and, happi- 
ly, our Constitution has provided ample security 
against that evil. 

In support of this right in Congress, the militia 
service affords a conclusive proof and striking ex- 
ample. The organization of the militia is an act 
of public authority, not a voluntary association. 
The service required must be performed by all, 
under penalties, which delinquents pay. The 

enerous and patriotic perform them cheerfully. 

n the alacrity with which the call of the Gov- 
ernment has been obeyed, and the cheerfulness 
with which the service has been performed 
throughout the United Siates, by the great body 
of the militia, there is abundant eause to rejoice 
in the strength of our Republican institutions. 
and in the virtue of the people. 

The plan proposed is not more compulsive than 
the militia service, while it is free from most.of 
the objections to it. The militia service calls 


from home, for long terms, whole districts of 


country. None can elude the call. Few can 
avoid the service; and those who do are com- 
pelled to pay great sums for substitutes. This 
plan fixes on no one personally, and opens to all 
who choose it a chance of declining the service. 
Itis a principal object of this plan to engage in 
the defence of the State the unmarried and youth- 
ful, who can best defend it, and best be spared, 
and to secure to those who render this important 
service an adequate compensation from the vol- 
untary contributions of the more wealthy, in ev- 
ery class. Great confidence is entertained that 
such contribution will be made in time to avoid 
a draught. Indeed, it is believed to be the ne- 
cessary and inevitable tendency of this plan to 
produce that effect. 

The limited powers which the United States 
have in organizing the militia may be urged as 
an argument against their right to raise regular 
troops in the mode proposed. If any argument 
could be drawn from that circumstance, I should 
suppose that it would be in favor of an opposite 









conclusion. 
over the militia has been limited, and that for 
raising regular armies granted without limitation 
There was doubtless some object in this ar ' 
ment. The fairinference seems to be, that 





Se 


The power of the Unite States 


range- 


; ; hat it was 
made on great consideration ; that the limitation 
in the first instance,,was intentional, the conse. 


quence of the unqualified grant in the second, 
But it is said, that, by drawing the men from the 
militia service into the regular army, and putting 
them under regular officers, you violate a princi- 
ple of the Constitution, which provides that the 
militia shall be commanded by their own officers. 
If this was the fact, the conclusion would follow, 
But it is not the fact. 
from the militia, but from the population of the 
country. When they enlist voluntarily, it is not 
as militiamen that they act, but as citizens. [f 
they are draughted, it must be in the same sense, 
In both instances, they are enrolled in the militia 
corps; but that, as is presumed, cannot prevent 
the voluntary act in the one instance or the com- 


The men are not drawn 


pulsive in the other. The whole population of 
the United States, within certain ages, belong to 
these corps. If the United States could not form 
rages armies from them, they could raise none, 

n proposing a draught as one of the modes of 
raising men, in case of actual necessity, in the 
present great emergency of the country, I have 
thought it my duty to examine such objections to 
it as occurred, particularly those of a Constitu- 
tional nature. It is from my sacred regard for 
the principles of our Constitution, that I have 
ventured to trouble the committee with any re- 
marks on this part of the subject. 

Should it appear that this mode of raising re- 
cruits was justly objectionable, on account of the 
tax on property, from difficulties which may be 
apprehended in the execution, or from other 
causes, it may be advisable to decline the tax, 
and for the Government to pay the whole boun- 
ty. In this case, it is proposed that, in lieu of the 
present bounty, the sum of fifty dollars be allowed 
to each recruit or draught, at the time of his en- 
gagement, and one hundred acres of land in ad- 

ition to the present bounty in land, for every year 
that the war may continue. 

It is impossible to state, with mathematical ac- 
curacy, the number which will be raised by the 
ratio of 4 to 100, or 1 to 25, nor is it necessary. 
It is probable that it will be rather more than 
sufficient to fill the present corps. The extra 
number, in that case, may form a part of the local 
force in contemplation, a power to that effect be- 
ing given to the President. 

o radical change in the present Military 
Establishment is proposed. Should any modif- 
cation be found necessary, on further considera 
tion, it will form the subject of a separate com- 
munication. I[t is thought advisable, in general, 
to preserve the corps in their present form, and 
to fill them with new recruits, in the manner 
stated. All these corps have already seen service, 
and many of them acquired in active scenes much 
experience and useful knowledge. By preserving 
them in their present form, and under their pres- 
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Increase of the Military Establishment. 











a 
ent officers, and filling them with new recruits, 
the improvement of the latter will be rapid. Io 
two or three months, it will be difficult to distin- 
guish between the new and old levies. | 

The additional force to be provided amounts 
to forty thousand men. Of this it is proposed 
that local corps be raised, to consist partly of in- 
fantry, partly of mounted men, and partly of ar- 
tillery. There is reason to believe that such corps 
may be raised in the principal cities, and even on 
the frontiers, to serve for the war, under an en- 
gagement as to the limit beyond which they 
should not be carried. Every able-bodied citizen 
is willing and ready to fight for his home, his 
family, and his country, when invaded. Of this 
we have seen in the present year the most hono- 
rable and gratifying proofs. It does not suit all, 
however, to go great distances from home. This 
generous and patriotic spirit may be taken ad- 
vantage of, under proper arrangements, with the 
happiest effects to the country, and without es- 
sential inconvenience to the parties. 

The officers who may be appointed to com- 
mand these corps should be charged with recruit- 
ing them. Local defence being their sole object, 
it may be presumed that the corps will soon be 
raised. Patriotism alone will furnish a very pow- | 
erful motive. It seems reasonable, however, that | 
some recompense should be made to those who 
relieve others from the burden; one hundred 








acres of land and fifty dollars to each recruit will, 
it is presumed, be deemed sufficient. 

It is proposed that this additional force shall 
form a part of any plan that may be adopted. 


Second Plan. 


This plan consists of a classification of the mi- 
litia, and the extension of their terms of service. 

Let the whole militia of the United States be 
divided into the following classes, viz.: 

All free male persons, capable of service, be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 25, into one class; all 
those between the ages of 25 and 32, into another 
class; and those between 32 and 45, into a third 
class. 

It is proposed, also, that the President shall have 
power to call into service any portion of either 
of these classes which, ia his judgment, the exi- 
gencies of the country may require, to remain in 
service two years from the time each corps shall 
be assembled at the appointed place of rendezvous. 

It is believed that a shorter term than two years 
would not give to these corps the efficiency in | 
military operations that is desired, and deemed | 
indispensable ; nor avoid the evils that are so sen- 
sibly felt, and generally complained of, under the | 
presentarrangement. It requires two campaigns 
to make a complete soldier, especially where the 
corps, officers, and men, are alike raw and inex- 
perienced. In the interim, the numbers must be 
multiplied, to supply the defect of discipline ; and 
it requires the extension uf the term of service, 
to avoid the additional proportional augmenta- 
tion of having so many in the field at the same 
time, in marching to the frontier, and returning 
from it. The inconvenience to the parties, and 














loss to the community, in other respects, need not 
be repeated. It is proper to add, only. that, if 


| substitutes are allowed in this service, it must put 


an end to the recruiting of men for the regular 
Army, especially the old corps. Of the justice of 
this remark what has occurred in the present year 
has furnished full proof. It follows that, if this 
plan is adopted, the militia must be relied on 
prineipany if not altogether, in the farther pros- 
ecultion of the war. 

The additional force for local service, amount- 
ing to forty thousand men, will likewise form a 
part, as already observed, of this plan. 


Third Plan. 


It is proposed by this plan to exempt every five 
men from militia service, who shall find one to 
serve for the war. It is probable that some re- 
cruits might be raised in this mode, in most or all 
of the States. Butit is apprehended that it would 
prevent recruiting in every other mode, by the 
high bounty which some of the wealthy might 
give. The consequence would probably be very 
injurious, as it is not believed that any great num- 
ber could be raised in this mode. 


Fourth Plan. 


Should all the preceding plans be found objec- 
tionable, it remains that the present system of re- 
cruiting be adhered to, with an augmentation of 
the bounty in land. Should this be preferred, it 
is advised that, in addition to the 160 acres of 
land now given, 100 be allowed annually for ev- 
ery year while the war lasts. 

These plans are thought more deserving the at- 
tention of the committee than any that have ocur- 
red. The first, for the reasons stated, is preferred. 
It is believed that it will be found more efficient 
against the enemy, less expensive to the public, 
and less burdensome on our fellow-citizens. 

It has likewise the venerable sanction of our 
Revolution. In that great struggle, resort was 
had to this expedient for filling the ranks of our 
fe <4 army, with decisive effect. 

t is not intended by these remarks, should the 
first plan be adopted, to dispense altogether with 
the service of the militia. Although the principal 
burden of the war may thereby be taken from the 
militia, reliance must still be placed on them for 
important aids, especially in cases of sudden in- 
vasion. For this purpose it will still be advisa- 
ble that the men be classed according to age, and 
that their term of service be prolonged. Even 
should this plan be attended with all the advan- 
tages expected of it, such an arrangement could 


| not fail to produce the happiest effect. The proof 


which it would afford of the impregnable strength 
of the country, of the patient virtue and invinci- 
ble spiritof the people, would admonish the enemy 
how vain and fruitless his invasions must be, and 
might dispose him to a speedy, just, and honora- 
ble peace. 

Of the very important services already rendered 
by the militia, even under the present organiza- 
tion, too much cannot be said. If the United 
States make the exertion which is proposed, it is 
probable that the contest will soon be at an end 
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It cannot be doubted that it is in their power to 
expel the British forces from this continent, should 
the British Government, by persevering in its un- 
just demands, make that an object with the 
American people. Against our united and vigor- 
ous efforts, the resistance of the enemy will soon 
become light and feeble. Success in every fair 
and honorable claim is within our easy grasp. 
And surely the United States have every possible 
inducement to make the effort necessary to secure 
it. I should insult the understanding, and wound 
the feelings of the committee, if I touched on the 
calamities incident todefeat. Dangers which are 
remote, and can never be realized, excite no alarm 
with a gallant and generous people. But the ad- 
vantages of success have a fair claim to their de- 
liberate consideration. The effort which we have 
already made has attracted the attention and ex- 
torted the praise of other nations. Aieey have 
most of the absurd theories and idle speculations 
on our system of Government been refuted and 

ut down. We are now felt and respected asa 

ower, and it is the dread which the enemy enter- 
tains of our vast resources and growing importance, 
that has induced him to push the war against us, 
after its professed objects had ceased. Success by 
the discomfiture of his schemes, and the attain- 
ment of an honorable peace, will place the United 
States on higher ground, in the opinion of the 
world, than they have held at any former period. 
In future wars, their commerce will be permitted 
to take its lawful range vamoiested. Their re- 
monstrances to foreign Governments will not 
again be put aside unheeded. Few will be pre- 
sented, because there will seldom be ovcasion for 
them. Our Union, founded on interest and affec- 
tion, will have acquired new strength by the 
proof it will have afforded of the important ad- 
vantages attending it. Respected abroad, and 
happy at home, the United States will have ac- 
complished the great objects for which = have 
so long contended. Asa nation, they will have 
little to dread ; as a people, little to desire. 


Extract from Marshall's Life of Washington volume 
4th, page 241. 

“In general, the Assemblies of the States fol- 
lowed the example of Congress, and apportioned 
on the several counties or towns, within the State, 
the quota to be furnished by each. This division 
of the State was again to be subdivided intoclasses, 
and each was to furnish a man by contributions 
or taxeson itself. In some instances, a draught was 
to be used in the last resort, in others the man was 
to be recruited by persons moyenne for that pur- 

, and the class to be taxed with the sum given 
or his bounty.” 


Extract from Ramsey’s Lifeof Washington, 2d volume, 
e 246. 


“Where voluntary enlistments fell short of the 
roposed number, the deficiencies were, by the 
aws of several States. to be made up by draught 

on lots from the militia. The towns in New 
England, and the counties in the Middle States, 
were respectively called on for a specified num- 
ber of men. Such was the zeal of the people in 





New England, that neighbors would often elect 
together to engage one of their number to go 
into the Army. Maryland directed her Lieuten- 
ants of counties to class all the property in their 
respective counties into as many equal classes as 
there were men wanted, and each class was by 
law obliged, within ten days thereafter, to furnish 
an able-bodied recruit during the war; and in 
case of their neglecting or refusing to do so, the 
county Lieutenants were authorized to procure 
men at their expense, at any rate not exceeding 
fifteen pounds in every hundred pounds’ worth of 
property classed agreeably to law. Virginia also 
classed her citizens, and called upon the respec- 
tive classes for every fifteenth man for public ser- 
vice. Pennsylvania concentrated the requisite 
power in the President, Mr. Reed, and authorized 
him to decree forth the resources of the State, 
under certain limitations, and, if necessary, to de- 
clare martial law over the State. The execution 
of these arrangements, although uncommonly 
vigorous, lagged far behind.” 





Senate’s ComMiITTEE CHAMBER. 
October 19, 1814, 


Sir: I lost not a moment in laying before the 
Committee of the Senate on Military Affairs the 
report you did me the honor to address to me on 
the 17th, and received on the 18th instant, in re- 
ply toa former communication ; and, after the 
most respectful consideration of that report, I am 
instructed by the Committee to ask from you fur- 
ther information upon the following points: 

lst. Whether any defects have been heretofore 
discovered in the existing provisions for filling 
the ranks of the regular Bany ? Ifso, what are 
the defects ? 

2d. In what mode, in the opinion of the War 
Department, could such defects be best remedied 
by legislative provisions ? 

3d. The Committee also request an outline of 
the plan for raising the forty thousand men pro- 

osed by your report, and particularly how far 
imitations are proposed to be imposed by law 
upon the President of the United States, in the 
application of that force ? 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, 


WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 
Hon. James Monroe, Secretary of War. 





War Department, Oct. 21, 1814. 


Sir: In reply to a letter of yesterday, I have 
to state that I shall have the honor of an inter- 
view with the Committee of the Senate on Mili- 
tary Affairs, at half after nine o’clock to-morrow 
morning, at the house in which Congress holds 
its session. I shall then be happy to communi 
cate to the Committee the views of this Depart- 
ment on the subjects adverted to in your letter. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. W. B. Gites, Senate, U. 8. 
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Senate’s Committee CoamsBer, 
October 21, 1814. 


Sir: I have this moment received your letter 
of the same date herewith, re by mistake ; 
and pasenemiaty sebanise its contents to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, by whom I am 
instructed to inform you that the committee will 
be happy to receive your personal attendance to- 
morrow morning, at the time and for the objects 
mentioned in your letter. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

W.B. GILES, Chairman. 


Hon. James Monroe, Secretary of War. 





Apy’r anp Inspector Gen’s Orrice, 
Washington, ‘October 22, 1814. 
Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War, I 
have the honor to enclose herewith an abstract of 
the general return of the Army of the United 
States, to October 1st, 1814. Should the committee 
require a more general return, similar to the one 
furnished the Military Committee of the House, 
it could be furnished in the course of the next 
week. Iam, sir, yours respectfully, 
JOHN R. BELL, 
Assistant Inspector General. 
Hon. Mr. Gites, Senate Washington. 


Return of the whole number of Recruits enlisted, agree- 
ably to the act of Congress, passed 27th of January, 
1814, for the several Corps and Regiments of the 
Army, from the Ist of February to the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1814, inclusive ; agreeably to the returns re- 
ceived at this office. 


Regiment light artillery - . - - - 342 
Regiment light dragoons - - - - - 174 
Corps ofartilley - - - - «+ -« 345 
lst regiment infantry - - . - - 91 
2d do - - - - - 46 
3d do - - - - - 5 
4th do - - - - - 158 
5th do - - - - - 215 
6th do - - - - - 180 
7th do - . - - - 143 
8th do - : - - - 210 
9th do - . - - - 215 
10th do - - - - - 205 
1ith do - - - - - 194 
12th do - - - - - 159 
13th do - - - - - 330 
ldth do - - - - - 180 
15th do - - : - - 213 
16th do - : - - - 262 
17th do - - - - - 262 
18th do - - - - - 82 
19th do - - - - - 346 
20th do - - . . - 158 
21st do - - - : - 198 
22d do - - - - - 162 
23d do . . - . - 323 
24th do - - - - - 108 
25th do - - - « - 310 
26th do - - - - - 165 
27th do - - - : - 550 
28th do - : * - - 146 


29th regiment of infantry of 8 - - 
30th do - - . - . 
31st do - - - . - 
32d do : - - - - 
33d do - - - - > 
34th do - : - - . 
35th do ° ° . - . 
36th do - . - - - 
37th do ° « ° - - 
38th do - - - - - 206 
39th do : - - - - 192 
40th do. 
4lst do - - - - - 223 
42d do - - - - - 188 
43d do - . - . - 122 
A4th do e - - - . - 292 
45th do - - - - - 344 
46th ‘do. 
Ist rifle regiment - : - . - - 148 
2d = do a St ae Bere eS) aE 
3d do - - - - - - 1324 
4th do - - - - - - 97 
Total - - - - - 9,991 


It will be perceived that, from two of the above 
regiments, no return of recruits has been received ; 
from many of them the returns for September 
have not been received. The whole number of 
recruits made since the passage of the law above 
referred to, to the present time, may be estimated 
at one thousand five hundred more than the above 
return. 

Aps’t ann Inspector Gen’s Orrice, 

October 26, 1814. 


JOHN R. BELL, 
Assistant Inspector General. 





Senate’s Commitree CHAMBER, 
October 24, 1814. 


Str: The Committee of the Senate on Mili- 
tary Affairs being extremely anxious to come to 
a final determination upon the object of its ap- 
pointment, and deeming some further informa- 
tion from your Department essential to enable it 
to determine correctly, has instructed me to ask 
for information on the following points: 

_ Ist. To what causes is the failure in the reeruit- 
ing service, heretofore, properly attributable ? 

2. Has such failure arisen from any failure to 
place the requisite sums of money in the hands of 
the recruiting officers; or, has it arisen from the 
indisposition of the citizens to enlist ? 

Any other information within your Depart- 
ment, tending to throw light upon this subject, 
would be particularly acceptable to the Com- 
mittee. 

1 am, sir, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, WM. B. GILES, Chairman. 


Hon James Monros, Sec’ry of War. 





War Department, Oct. 26, 1814. 
Sir: In reply to the letter which I received 
from you of the 24th, I have the honor to trans- 
mit to you a report of the Paymaster General, of 
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the sums of money advanced on account of the} To NewJersey - - - - = 15,000 00 
recruiting service, since the 27th of January last.| To Pennsylvania - - - - = 190,900 00 
Talso transmit a return of the numberof men re-| To Delaware - - = = = 10,000 00 
cruited within that time. A more detailed return, | To Maryland, including the District of 
showing how many have been recruited in each Columbia - Se A 6 * UR SS 
month, in each regiment, shall be furnished as| T° con Me ithy vnwligan 3 160,962 98 
soon as it can be prepared. a th Seatien Poe ae —— 00 
By these returns it appears that more money|,o Quis . O] kt ao 
has been advanced on account of the recruiting] mmo rene aN otis wiine be aes tre a 
service than was sufficient to raise g much greater | m7, Kentucky ccs. sa oR, ces 700! Sa : 
number of men than has been recruited. A con-| P Ohio bhiis dtp aes <e: ORAS 00 
siderable sum remains to be accounted for by the|"Pofouisiana- - - + - «= 83,530 00 
recruiting officers. Whether any of them failed] ‘[o the Michigan Territory - - - 20,000 09 
in their duty, is an object of inquiry for this De-|'To the Mississippi Territory - - - 4,000 00 
rtment, which will not be neglected. I have| To the Indiana Territory é 3 - 2,000 00 
en too short a time in it to make myself thor-| To the Missouri Territory - a - 1,492 00 
oughly acquainted weth their conduct in this —_—_. 
respect. By these returns, it would follow that Total - - + = + $2,012,439 33 


the failure in the recruiting service was not owing 
to the want of money, if it was certain that the 
recruiting officers had in all instances done their 
duty ; and that the money had been distributed 
in diese quarters of our country where it would 
have been most easy to obtainrecruits. How far 
the failure ought to be attributed to either of 
those causes, it is not in my power to state. 

From the view which I have taken of the sub- 
ject, founded on the best information I have been 
able to collect, I am led to believe that the failure 
of the recruiting service has been owing, in most 
of the States, principally to the high bounty given 
for substitutes by the detached militia. 

Many of the militia detached for six months 
have given a greater sum for substitutes than the 
bounty allowed by the United States for a recruit 
to serve for the war. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. Wo. B. Gites, Chairman, &c. 





Army Pay Orrice, WASHINGTON, 
October 26, 1814. 


The Paymaster of the Army of the United 
States, to whom has been referred the letter from 
the honorable the Chairman of the Committee of 
the Senate on Military Affairs to the Secretary 
of War, under date of October 24th, 1814, has 
the honor to report: 

Ist. That the books of this office exhibit the 
disbursement of two millions and twelve thou- 
sand four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and 
thirty-three cents, on account of bounties and 
premiums for recruits, between the 27th of Janu- 
ary, 1814, the date of the passage of the law in- 
creasing the bounty, and the date hereof : the dis- 
tribution of this sum, as nearly as can well be 
ascertained, has been as follows, viz: 

To Massachusetts, including the District 
of Maine - - - : $237,400 00 


To New Hampshire - - - ~- 87,800 00 
To Vermont- - - - «+ = ~« 109,300 00 
To Connecticut -~ - - = + 78,932 00 
To Rhode Island - - . - - 1,000 00 


To New York 495,320 00 


— 
—_— 





2d. That pressing calls for very considerable 
sums of money for the recruiting service had 
been made on him for about three months past, 
which he has been able but partially to supply. 

Respectfully, ROBERT BRENT, 

Paymaster, U.S. A. 
Hon. James Monrog, 
Secretary of War. 





War Department, Oct. 29, 1814. 
Sir: Enclosed is an abstract of the law estab- 
lishing the Ordnance Department, and also of the 
bill now prepared for the new organization of 
that Department, which will give you a view of 
the contemplated changes in, and enlargements 
of the duties and powers of that Department. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. Wo. B. Gites, Chairman, &c. 


RETURN OF ENLISTMENTS. 


[Communicated to the Senate, November 10, 1814. 
War Department, Nov. 10, 1814. 


Sir: Since I had the honor to enclose youa 
statement of the number of men who have been 
recruited in the Army of the United States du- 
ring the present year, I have received a further 
statement from the Assistant Inspector General, 
attached to this Department. 

This report shows more satisfactorily the ex- 
penditure of the money which has been advanced 
on that aceount, and number of men raised. The 
same data cannot, however, be adopted in esti- 
mating the future progress in recruiting, a con- 
siderable number of those who were recruited 
having been re-enlisted from the old corps. That 
resource has been exhausted. To form an esti- 
mate of the probable future success, we must take 
into consideration only those who were raised 
from the country, which is probably the number 
included in this return. ; 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sit, 
your obedient servant, 5. MONROE. 

Hon. Mr. Gites, Chairman, §c. 
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Avs’? anp Inspector Gen’s Orrice, 
Wasuinaton, Nov, 2, 1814. 

Sin: The deranged state of the papers in this 
office by the late removals rendered it impracti- 
cable for me, when I submitted the hasty esti- 
mate on the 26th October, to have recourse to all 
the documents of the recruits made within the 
present year. On a further examination, the en- 
closed is submitted. 

It may be necessary, with a view to your bet- 
ter information, to accompany the return I now 
have the honor to transmit, with some explana- 
tory observations. The difficulty under which 
this office has labored for want of regular recruit- 
ing returns has been considerable, and necessa- 
rily occasions the general return to be inaccurate 
and unsatisfactory; No pains, however, have 
been spared to render the accompanying docu- 
ment as accurate as it can be made from the data 
which the files of this office afford. 

In January last, large sums of money were put 
into the hands of commanders of regiments and 
corps, for the purpose of re-enlisting the men 
whose terms of service were about to expire. 
These were the soldiers enlisted for the addi- 
tional army of 1808, and those of 1812, enlisted 
for twelve and eighteen months. This money 
was distributed among the officers commanding 
companies, who employed it to its fullest extent 
in the re-enlistment of their men, who, at the 
next muster, were returned on the muster rolls as 
re-enlisted. Satisfied as the officers seem to have 
been with this species of return, they made no 
special one to this office of those they had thus 
re-enlisted. 

Indeed, the entire want of some returns, and 
the irregularity and defectiveness of others, ren- 
der it extremely difficult to form a correct idea 
of the manner in which the public money has 
been expended. By way of illustration, I would 
refer you to the 46th regiment, of which no re- 
cruiting returns whatever have yet been made, 
when it is known by the Army returns that this 
regiment contains two hundred and thirty men, 
and to the 32d regiment, of which there is a re- 
turn of only forty-two men, when it is known, 
through the same channel, that it now contains 
more than three hundred. From this, the difficul- 
ty of acertaining, immediately, to what amount, 
if any, officers intrusted with public money have 
been guilty of defalcation, must be evident. On 
this subject, however, it may be proper to remark, 
that there exist no grounds for suspecting any 
defalcations; for, although the returns do not 
show all the recruits enlisted, and by whom, yet 
the general return, exhibiting the strength of 
armies and corps, compared with that of last 
year, shows plainly that the number of men 
raised corresponds with sufficient exactness with 
the money issued for that purpose. 

The Paymaster of the Army has issued, up to 
the 27th October, on account of bounties and pre- 
miums, $2,012,439, which, supposing three thou- 
sand men to have received the second moiety of 
their bounty, (an estimate, it is believed, suffi- 
Clently moderate) would raise thirty thousand 








and twenty-three men. By the return commu- 
nicated to the committee in a letter from the 
Secretary of War of the Ist January last, the 
effective force of the Army was then eight thou- 
sand and twelve. But, by the general return of 
the 30th of September, which embraces no re- 
turn of a later date than August, it appears the 
strength of the Army was then thirty-four thou- 
sand and twenty-nine; from which it is evident 
that twenty-six thousand and seventeen men, at 
least, must have been raised since January last. 
I say at least, because the casualties of deaths, 
desertions, and discharges, during the campaign, 
are not included. This number would require 
the sum of $1,613,054. Now, estimating the cas- 
ualties during the campaign at three thousand 
men, which, to raise them, would require $186,000, 
and adding to this the second moiety, which is 
presumed to have been paid to three thousand 
men, viz: $150,000, it is clear that, to raise the 
men borne on the return, it was necessary to ex- 
pend $1,949,054. This will leave $63,385 in the 
hands of the recruiting officers, nearly the whole 
of which must have been since expended in the 
recruiting service. 

With much respect, I have the honor to be, sir, 
your ete 


HN R. BELL, Insp’r General. 


CAPTURE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 


[Communicated to the House, November 29, 1814.} 


In THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
September 23, 1814. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the causes of the success of the enemy 
in his recent enterprises against this metropolis, 
and the neighboring town of Alexandria; and 
into the manner in which the public buildings 
and property were destroyed, and the amount 
thereof, and that they have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Mr. Johnson of Kentucky, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. 
Stockton, Mr. Miller, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. 
Barbour, and Mr. Pickens, were appointed the said 
committee. 


Mr. R. M. Jounson made the following 
report : 

The committee charged with an inquiry so inti- 
mately concerning the character of Administra- 
tion, the sensibility of the nation, and the honor 
of its arms, as the causes of success of the enemy 
in his recent enterprises against this metropolis, 
&c., have endeavored to combine despatch with 
effect, in the manner in which they have col- 
lected the facts and views presented in the fol- 
lowing statement: 


Proceedings of the Cabinet of 7th June, 1814. 


Previous to the 2d of July, this city composed 
a part of military district No. 5. Early in June 
last, the Secretary of War furnished the Presi- 
dent, at his request, with a general report of the 
strength of the regular troops and militia then in 
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the service of the United States, and their distri- 
bution; which was submitted to the Heads of De- 

rtments, by the President, on the 7th of June. 

‘he Secretary of the Navy had furnished the Pres- 
ident with a similar estimate of our naval forces : 
that which was applicable to the limits of military 
district No. 10, will hereafter appear. By a refer- 
ence to the estimate of the land forces, it appears, 
that the aggregate oumber of troops stationed in 
district No. 5, on the 7th of June, amounted to two 
thousand two hundred and eight, of which, there 
were two thousand one hundred and fifty-four 
effectives, stationed as follows: At Norfolk, two 
hundred and twenty-four artillerists; the 20th, 
35th, and Ist battalion of the 38th regiment of 
infantry, amounting to nine hundred and twelve; 
at Baltimore, one hundred and eleven artillerists ; 
2d battalion of the 38th infantry, amounting to 
three hundred and sixteen: sea fencibles, one 
hundred and seventy-three ; at Annapolis, forty 
artillerists; at Fort Washington, eighty-two ar- 
tillerists; St. Mary’s, 36th regiment of infantry, 
three hundred and fifty. The meeting of the 
Cabinet on the 7th, and the estimates of land and 
naval forces, had no particular relation to the 
defence of any part of military district No. 5; 
but for measures generally, and particularly in 
regard to the campaign on our territorial frontiers 
in the North and Northwest. Nor does it appear 
that this city had excited more than ordinary at- 
tention at this time. 


Proceedings of the Cabinet of the 1st of July. 


But, soon after, certain intelligence being re- 
ceived of the apie success of the allies in the 
subjugation of France, the President believed 
that the enemy had the inclination and power to 
increase his military and naval forces against the 
United States; and, in that event, he believed 
that a variety of considerations would present 
this city as one of the prominent objects of attack. 
On the 26th of June, despatches were received 
from Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Bayard, confirming 
the views of the President, which induced him 
to convene the Heads of Departments on the Ist 
of July; at which time he presented a plan of a 
force immediately to be called into the field, and 
an additional force to be kept in readiness to 
march, without delay, in case of necessity. It 
seemed to be his object that some position should 
be taken between the Eastern Branch and Patux- 
ent, with two or three thousand men, and that 
an additional force of ten or twelve thousand 
militia and volunteers should be held in readiness 
in the neighboring States, including the militia 
of the District of Columbia, and that convenient 
depots of arms and military equipments should 
be established. The measures suggested were 
approved by the Heads of Departments; or, in 
other words, it does not appear that any dissent 
was expressed. 
Correspondence d, the Secretary of War and 
eneral Winder. 

The next day, July the 2d, by a general order 
of the War Department, the 10th military district 
was created, to embrace the State of Maryland, 








Capture oj the City of Washington. 


the District of Columbia, and that part of Virginia 
lying between the ee and Potomac 
under the command of Brigadier General Winder; 
who, being then in Baltimore, was advised of 
the fact by a letter from the Secretary of War 
of the same date. On the 4th of July, a requisj- 
tion was made on certain States fora corps of 
ninety-three thousand five hundred men, desig- 
nating the quota of each, with a request to the 
Executive of each State to detach, and hold ip 
readiness for immediate service, their respective 
detachments, recommending the expediency of 
fixing the places of rendezvous, with a due te- 
gard to points, the importance or exposure of 
which would most likely attract the views of 
the enemy. Of that requisition, two thousand 
effectives from the quota of Virginia ; five thou- 
sand from that of Pennsylvania; six thousand, 
the whole quota of Maryland: and two thousand, 
the estimated number of the militia of the Dis. 
trict of Columbia, were put at the disposition of 
the Commanding General, as hereafter appears, 
making the aggregate number of fifteen thousand, 
exclusive of the regular troops, viz: the 36th 
regiment, one battalion of the 38th, two troops 
of dragoous, two companies of the 10th infantry, 
one company of the 12th, and two companies of 
sea fencibles, supposed to amount to one thousand 
men, besides the artillerists composing the gari- 
sons of Forts McHenry and Washington. 

On the 9th of July, Geoeral Winder, in a let- 
ter to the Secretary cf War, on the subject of 
the duties which devolved upon him as com- 
mander of the 10th military district, a pre- 
vious conversation is alluded to as having taken 
place between them, in consequence of the re- 
quest of the Secretary in his letter of the 2d 
of July. General Winder appears to have un- 
derstood the intention of the Secretary of War 
to be, that the militia force proposed for the 10th 
military district should be draughted and desig- 
nated, but that no part of it should be called into 
the field until the hostile squadron in the Chesa- 
peake should be reinforced to such an extent as 
to render it probable that a serious attack was 
cuntemplated ; states the difficulty of collecting a 
force, in an emergency, sufficient to retard the 
advance of the enemy; and suggests the expe- 
diency of calling out four thousand of the militia, 
with a view to station them, in equal proportions, 
between South river and Washington, and in the 
vicinity of Baltimore. 

On the 12th of July, the Secretary of War, in 
a letter to General Winder, encloses a circular, 
addressed to the Governors of certain States, re- 
quiring a body of militia to be organized, equip- 
ped, and held in readiness for future service, and 
authorizes him, in case of actual or menaced in- 
vasion of the district under his command, to call 
for a part or the whole of the quota assigned to 
the State of Maryland; and in another, of the 17th 
July, the Secretary authorizes General Winder 
to draw from Virginia two thousand men; from 
Pennsylvania, five thousand men; and informs 
him that the whole of the militia of the District 
of Columbia, amounting to about two thousand, 
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was in a disposable state, and subject to his or- | Patuxent to Hunting creek, landed, and commit- 


; making, together with the six thousand 
pes aware the estimate of fifteen thousand 
militias On the 15th of July, the Secretary of 
War advised General Winder that General Por- 
ter had communicated the fact of the arrival of 
the van of Cochrane’s fleet at Lynhaven Bay, and 
that the agent at Point Lookout had represented 
that two seventy-fours, two frigates, an armed 
sloop and brig, ascended the bay at half past five, 
post meridian, on the 14th ; that he considered it 

roper to call into service the brigade of militia 
which had been for some time held in readiness 
at Baltimore, and not knowing whether General 
Winder was at Baltimore or Annapolis, he had 
instructed the Major General, under whose or- 
ders they were organized, to call them out. 

General Winder, in a letter of the 16th of July, 
to the Secretary of War, among other things ex- 
presses his embarrassment in relation to the situa- 
tion of Annapolis, and gives it as his opinion that 
a large force and many additional works would 
be necessary to defend it against a serious attack 
by land and water ; states its importance to the 
enemy, and the ease with Which it might be 
maintained by them with the command by wa- 
ter, and an entrenchment of seven or eight hun- 
dred yards, protected by batteries; represents 
Fort Madizon as exposed, and unhealthy in the 
months of August and September, provided with 
two fifty pound columbiads, two twenty-fours, 
two eighteens, one twelve, and one tom, which 
might be turned with suecess against Fort Sev- 
ern; that these guns should be removed, and ar- 
rangements made to blow up the fort; and rep- 
resents the importance of defending the town if 
the means couid be obtained ; states the Governor 
of Maryland and Council had taken the necessary 
steps to comply immediately with the requisition 
of the General Government. On the 17th of 
July a letter from General Winder to the Secre- 
tary of War states that information, that he 
deemed credible, was received, that the enemy 
was ascending the river in considerable force; 
that he had ordered the detachment of regulars 
to Nottingham, had sent out the alarm to assem- 
ble a militia force, and suggests the propriety of 
sending to that place the marine corps, and all 
the militia that could be procured from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. The Secretary, on the same 
day, acknowledges the receipt of the above letter, 
and states that the marine corps was not under 
his command; but had sent the request to the 
President, and as the authority to call the mili- 
tia was vested in the Commanding General, he 
had transmitted his requisition upon the District 
to General Van Ness; he also reminds him that 
the two regiments near Baltimore had been called 
into actual service, and expresses the wish of the 
President that not less than two nor more than 
three thousand of the draughts, under the requi- 
sition of the fourth of July, should be embodied 
and encamped at some middle point between Bal- 
timore and this city. 

From the letter of General Winder, of the 20th 
of July, it appears the enemy proceeded up the 


ted some depredations in Calvert county, and 
returned down the river. Three companies of 
city volunteers had marched from this District, in 
obedience to the call of General Winder, which 
he had halted at the Woodyard, and the detach- 
ments of the 36th and 38th regiments at Upper 
Marlborough, while he proceeded to Annapolis, 
to arrange with the Governor the calling out of the 
Maryland militia; which, he states, will be im- 
mediately attended to by the Governor. He 
states that he had called for the largest number 
directed by the President, viz: three thousand, 
expecting thereby to get two thousand, the low- 
est number; that he forebore to dismantle Fort 
Madison, as it might alarm the people, and pro- 
duce disagreeable sensations; preferring rather 
to risk it in case of attack. On the 23d of July, 
General Winder informs the Secretary of War 
that the Governor of Maryland had issued his or- 
der for calling out three thousand of the draughts 
under the requisition of the 4th of July, and had 
appointed Bladensburg as the place of rendez- 
vous according to his suggestion. In another 
letter of the same date, General Winder informs 
the Secretary of War that he had deemed it ex- 
pedient to direct Captain Davidson, with the 
city volunteers, to return to the City of Wash- 
ington ; from the two-fold consideration that the 
facility with which they could turn out and pro- 
ceed to any point, rendered them nearly as effect- 
ive as if kept in the field, and the importance to 
them individually of attending to their private 
concerns. That the rifles used by Captain Dough- 
ty’s company were very defective, and that Cap- 
tain Burei’s artillery were without swords. He 
recommends that the camp equipage should be 
left in charge of the company officers to facili- 
tate their march. On the 25th of July, General 
Winder, in a letter to the Secretary of War, dated 
at Warburton, near Fort Washington, represents 
that fort, in several respects, to be incomplete in 
its preparation for defence ; encloses a represent- 
ation of Lieutenant Edwards on the subject; 
makes a requisition of ammunition, and requests 
that Colonel Wadsworth may cause the platform 
to be enlarged, so as to make the battery more 
effectual. The report of Lieutenant Edwards 
speaks of the necessity of mounting heavy artil- 
lery in the block-house ; states that the eighteen 
pound columbiads were not mounted, and that 
the garrison wanted means to mount them, being 
destitute of gin and tackle; represents the width 
of the platform, which ought to be twenty-one 
feet, to be only fourteen, and that the heavy guns, 
at their first discharge, would recoil to the hur- 
toirs, and on being heated would run over it; 
that five excellent long eighteens were mounted 
on the water battery, which would be very use- 
ful in case of attack; but there was not a single 
pound of ammunition for them, and that some of 
the gun carriages in the fort were quite out of 
order. 

This statement of Lieutenant Edwards was 
referred, upon its receipt, to Colonel Wadsworth, 
with orders to supply what was wanting at the 
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fort, of which the Secretary advised General 
Winder, tearing date 28th July; and Colonel 
Wadsworth, in a representation, about the same 
date, states that two hands had been ordered from 
Greenleaf’s Point, on the Monday previous, to 
execute the necessary repairs of the gun carriages; 
that the platform, as well as the parapet, was too 
narrow, but not so narrow as Lieutenant Edwards 
had stated, for it was directed to be made twenty 
or twenty-two feet wide; and that the disadvan- 
tage of too narrow a platform could be obviated 
with no great difficulty, by means of an elastic 
handspike introduced between the spokes of the 
wheels, which would prevent them from turning, 
and thus check the recoil of the piece. Further 
states, that two hundred rounds of shot and cart- 
ridges for the eighteens could be sent down if or- 
dered ; that he had long since directed some grape 
shot to be prepared for the eighteen-pound colum- 
biads ; that a tackle and fall to mount the guns 
in the block-house should be prepared ; that Cap- 
tain Marsteller had just informed him that a good 
tackle and fall were at the fort when he left it; 
and that the platform was upwards of twenty 
feet wide. General Winder, in a letter of the 
26th of July, from Piscataway, advises the Sec- 
retary of War that the enemy had descended both 
the Potomac and Patuxent rivers; that he ex- 
pected him up the bay; and should not be sur- 
prised to find Annapolis his object; which he 
feared would fall before five hundred men; and 
that he should return to Marlborough as soon as 
he could ascertain the movements of the enemy. 
On the 27th of July, General Winder, in two let- 
ters to the Secretary of War, from Piscataway, 
states the force under General Stewartat eight hun- 
dred; Colonel Beall’s regiment, at Port Tobacco, 
from three hundred to three hundred and fifty 
infantry, and forty dragoons; Colonel Bowen’s 
regiment, at Nottingham, at three hundred ; and 
the detachment of regulars, under command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott, was also at Notting- 
ham; and from General Winder’s letter to the 
Secretary of War, of the first of August, from 
Port Tobacco, it appears that he had the detach- 
ment under Lieutenant Colonel Scott at Piscat- 
away. 


Correspondence of General Winder with the Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania, 


In relation to the quota of Pennsylvania, under 
the requisition of the 4th of July, and more es- 
pecially as it regards the five thousand men sub- 
ject to the call of General Winder, and assigned 
to his command, it appears that General Winder 
wrote to the Governor of Pennsylvania, on the 
6th of August, advising him that the Secretary 
of War had destined a part of that quota to act 
under his command, in defending the country, 
embraced in the 10th military district, and re- 
questing that he might be informed of the place, 
or places, of rendezvous, which would be fixed 
for such troops, and recommending places most 
contiguous to the cities of Washington and Balti- 
more. On the 8th of August, General Winder 
writes again to the Governor of Pennsylvania, 


stating that, since his first communication, he had 
read a letter from the Secretary of War, dated 
July the 17th, which had not reached him at an 
earlier period, in consequence of his having been 
in constant motion since that time; which in- 
formed him that, of the quota of militia of Penn. 
sylvania, under the requisition of the 4th of July 
five thousand were destined for the 10th military 
district, subject to his call as commanding officer 
and requested that as great a proportion of the 
detachment as possible should be riflemen. 

On the 11th of August, Secretary Boileau, un- 
der the direction of the Governor of Pennsylya- 
nia, in answer to General Winder, states that, in 
consequence of the deranged state of the militia 
system, great difficulties occurred to the Execu. 
tive, in relation to the quota required to be held 
in readiness for the service of the United States, 
The only effort that could be made towards a 
compliance with the requisition, was to have or. 
dered a designation for the service of the requi- 
site troops, under the militia law of 1807, and be- 
fore the expiration of that law; which order had 
been issued by the Governor, and was in a course 
of execution; that the militia law of 1807 ex. 
pired on the first of August, and that all commis- 
sions under it became void, except of such officers 
as might be in service on that day; and that, by 
an oversight in the Legislature, no complete or- 
ganization of the militia could be legally made 
in Pennsylvania, until the fourth Monday in Oc- 
tober, when a classification was to take place. 

On the 17th of August, General Winder makes 
a requisition on the Governor of Pennsylvania 
for one regiment, to march forthwith to the City 
of Washington; and, on the day following, in 
consequence of large reinforcements of the enemy 
in the mouth of the Patuxent, he calls for the 
whole five thousand Pennsylvania militia, by vir- 
tue of his previous authority. The five thousand 
were ordered out, to rendezvous at York, Penn- 
sylvania, on the fifth of September; of course, 
not in time to give any aid on the occasion (or 
which they were called; nor was General Win- 
der’s letter of the 18th received by the Governor 
renee until the evening of the twenty- 
third. 


Correspondence GM, ore of War and 
r inder. 


On the 13th of August, General Winder, in 4 
letter to the Secretary of War, states that, i0 
consequence of the acceptance of the 2d regiment 
draughted from General Smith’s division, under 
the requisition of April, for part of the requisition 
of the 4th of July, the impracticability, besides 
impropriety, of calling any portion of the draught- 
ed militia from the Eastern Shore of Marylané, 
and the necessity of leaving all the men, imme- 
diately upon the bay, and low down on the riv- 
ers of the Western Shore, for local defence; the 
remaining portion of the Maryland draughts to 
be assembled at Bladensburg, instead of being 
three thousand, would not much exceed as many 
hundred ; yet, he would require the Governor (0 
order out all the draughts that could possibly be 
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ee 
spared from the three lower brigades, on the West- 
ern Shore ; but as the whole number draughted on 
the Western Shore, exclusive of the brigade drawn 
from General Smith’s division, did not amount to 
fifteen hundred men, he did not expect more 
than one thousand under the second order of the 
Government, that of the 4th of July. The most 
immediate and convenient resource to supply this 
deficiency was to take the militia drawn out un- 
der the State authority, and assembled at Anna- 

lis, to the amount of one thousand, into the 
service of the United States, and to call on Penn- 
sylvania for one regiment, which would make 
his militia between two and three thousand men, 
besides two regiments from General Smith’s di- 
vision. 

In answer to this letter, the Secretary of War, 
in a letter of the 16th of August, authorizes 
General Winder to take into the service of the 
United States the Maryland militia, then at An- 
napolis, or elsewhere, that had been called out 
under the State authority, as part of the quota 
required by the order of the 4th of July. 


Correspondence of the Secretary of War with 
the Saucers of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 

Virginia. 

On the 27th of July the Governor of Maryland 
states, in a letter to the Secretary of War, that, 
in conformity to the request of the President of 
the United States, communicated in the requi- 
sition of the fourth, a detachment of 5,500 in- 
fantry and six hundred artillery was directed to 
be organized and held in readiness to move at the 
shortest notice; and, in order to comply with the 
requisition of General Winder, for calling into 
the field three thousand draughts of the Mary- 
land militia, by direction of the President, the 
whole of the draughts from the Western Shore, 
about three thousand five hundred infantry, had 
been ordered toembody. He speaks of the ex- 
posed situation of the Western Shore, bordering 
upon the bay, and presumes that the draughts 
from that section of the country would not be 
drawn away, and expects Baltimore will be un- 
willing to have any force withdrawn from that 
place, by which any aid might be expected. These 
considerations had induced the order for the three 
thousand five hundred men; this force was to be 
embodied, and moved on the shortest route to 
Bladensburg ; that the artillery of the State was 
about nine hundred men, two-thirds ia Baltimore; 
it would create uneasiness to take from that place 
four hundred, the proportion, and he had sus- 
pended that order until General Smith should 
have some communication with the Secretary of 
War. In a letter of the 20th of July, General 
Winder made the requisition on the Governor of 
Maryland for the three thousand militia, urg- 
ing the necessity of having them assembled and 
in service with the least possible delay; and, on 
the 5th of August, the Governor of Maryland in- 
formed General Winder, by letter, that his de- 
mand for three thousand draughts could not be 
complied with without the brigade in service at 
Baltimore, from General Smith’s division ; that 
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the draughts from one brigade alone were under 
marching orders; the orders for the march of 
those lying on the Chesapeake and Potomac hav- 
ing been suspended. 


On the 14th of July Mr. Boileau, Secretary of 


State for Pennsylvania, acknowledges the receipt 
of the communication from the War Department, 
containing the requisition of the 14th of July, for 
fourteen thousand Pennsylvania militia, which 
was forwarded by express to the Governor, who 
was absent; at 

that the Governor would execute, with promptness, 
the requisition of the General Government. On 
the 25th the Governor of Pennsylvania directs 
the Secretary Boileau to inform the Secretary of 
War that general orders had been issued in com- 
pliance with the requisition of the 4th of July; 
explains, as before, the difficulties resulting from 
the militia laws of Pennsylvania, and relies on the 
patriotism and voluntary services of the people. 


elin’s Grove, with assuranees 


On the 14th of July the Deputy Adjutant Gen- 


eral of Virginia acknowledged the receipt of the 
communication from the War Department, con- 
taining the requisition of the 4th, and enclosed 
tothe Secretary of War the general orders issued 
by the Governor of Virginia, on the 22d of June, 
placing in readiness a provisional force of fifteen 
thousand men and upwards, to repel sudden in- 
vasions, and for the purpose of defence, and the 
points of rendezvous designated, but not organized 
upon the Military Establishment of the United 


States, nor for a longer term than three months; 
which, with other considerations, prevented the 


acceptance of any part of those State troops, asa 


compliance with the requisition of the General 
Government. The Secretary of War was ap- 
prized in this letter, also, that the whole of the 
Virginia troops, then held in readiness, would be 
furnished with arms and ammunition by the State 
of Virginia; and on the 18th, the Secretary of 
War informs the Governor of Virginia that te 
thousand of the requisition upon the Virginia 
militia would be placed at the disposition of 
General Winder, as commander of the 10th mili- 
= district. 

aving presented a condensed view of the mea- 
sures of the Cabinet; the correspondence between 
the Commanuing officer and the War Department, 
the Governors of Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
and the Commanding General; the correspond- 
ence with the Governors of Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia, and the Secretary of War, in 
regard to the requisition of the 4th of July; it 
will now be proper to present some facts con- 
nected with the movements and arrangements of 
the Commanding General up to the revocation 
of his command. 

Towards the close of the month of June, the 
Secretary of War gave to General Winder the 
first intimaiion that it was in contemplation to 
constitute a new military district, embracing the 
country now composing the 10th military dis- 
trict, and that the President intended to invest 
him with its command. On the 4th or 5th July, 
he received notice of his appointment to the 10th 
military district, and the order creating it; pro- 
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ceeded to Weshiogton, and called on the Secre- 
pod br of War, who enumerated the regular force, 

fore supposed, to amount to one thousand or 
one thousand two hundred; the residue of his 
command to be composed of militia to be draughted, 
and was shown the circular to certain States mak- 

the requisition of the 4th. He then returned 
sat listehiore and after writing the letter of the 
9th, proceeded to Annopolis, to examine it, and to 
explore the 10th military district generally. The 
letter of the 12th, from the Secretary of War, 
was not received until he went to Annapolis, to 
Upper Marlborough, and back to Annapolis. On 
the 17th, at Nottingham, received intelligence 
that the enemy was proceeding up the Patuxent; 
wrote to the Secretary of War, and to General 
West, advising him to call out the militia Uf the 
county. The detachment of the 36th and 38th 
regiments was ordered from South River to Not- 
tingham, and three companies of city militia were 
despatched to him pro ro Wd On the 25th, visited 
Fort Washington; and on the Ist of August, 
fixed his permanent headquarters at the City of 
Washington; viewed and inspected the District 
militia. The people of St. Mary’s and Charles 
had become importunate for aid and protection, 
and in obedience to the wish of the President, 
the 36th and 38th were ordered down to unite 
with General Stewart; but the enemy having 
retired, this detachment was encamped at Pis- 
cataway. He understood by letters from General 
Smith, of Baltimore, and the Governor of Mary- 
land, that Stansbury’s aoion ade, upon application 
of General Smith, had been accepted by the 
Secretary of War as part of the quota of Mary- 
land militia, under requisition of the 4th of July. 
On the morning of the 18th of August, Thursday, 
intelligence was received {rom the observatory at 
Point Lookout, that on the morning of the 17th, 
the enemy’s fleet off that place had been rein- 
forced by a formidable squadron of ships and ves- 
sels of various sizes. The Commanding General 
immediately made requisitions on the Governors 
of Pennsylvania and Maryland ; various officers 
of militia, and the militia of the District of Co- 
lumbia, were ordered out en masse. 

On the 19th, General Winder, in a letter to 
the Secretary of War, submitted several gutnene 
tions to the President: 1st. Would it be expe- 
dient, under the direction of the Navy Depart- 
ment, to have vessels ready to be sunk in the 
Potomac, at Fort Washington, or other points, at 
a@ moment’s paneer 40 obstruct the navigation ? 
2d. Would it not proper to put all the boats 
whieh can be propelled by oars that are at the 
City of Washington, under the control of the 
navy at Fort Washington, to transport troops as 
events may require? 3d. Would it not be con- 
venient to put the marine corps into service? at 
all events, to cause them to be in readiness to re- 
inforee Fort Washington at a moment’s notice, 
or to be applied, as events require, to any point 
of defence ? 4th. That the force under Commo- 
—_ vena § may co-operate with the Command- 

g General, in case of the abandonment of the 
flotilla. On the same day, the Secretary of War 
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in a letter states, that ceeded to. Washington, and called on the Seere- | in a letter states, that. the: proposition propositions had been 
submitted to the President, and General Winder 
is referred to the Navy Department on the sub- 
ject of the propositions relating to the means in 
that department. General Winder’s call upon 
the militia en masse is approved; and, on the 
same day, the Secretary of War, in a ‘letter to 
General Winder, advises that the cavalry be 
pushed into the neighborhood of the enemy with. 
out delay, if he indicated an attack upon the City 
of Washington, for the purpose of driving off aj 
horses and cattle, and all supplies of forage, &., 

in their route. Not a moment was to be lost. 

Colonel Monroe, with Captain Thornton’s troop 
of horse, proceeded to find and reconnoitre the 
enemy on Friday, the 19th; on the same day the 
militia of Georgetown and the City of Washing. 

ton, under General Smith, were mustered. On 
Saturday, the 20th, this and some other forces 
commenced their line of march towards Bene. 
dict, about 1 o’clock, and encamped that night 
about four miles from the Eastern Branch bridge, 
on the road to Upper Marlborough. On this day 
Colonel Monroe communicated the intelligence 
of the arrival of the enemy at Benedict in force. 
Same day, Colonel Tilghman and Captain Cald- 
well, with their commands of horse, were ordered 
and ‘despatched to annoy the enemy, impede his 
march, to remove and destroy forage and _provis- 
ions before the enemy. 

On Sunday morning, the 21st, the troops were 
mustered, and the articles of war read to them. 
At 12 o’clock, the marines under Captain Miller 
joined the army; the regulars of the 36th and 
38th also joined at the Woodyard, seven miles in 
advance, to which the main body of our troops 
were marched and encamped on Sunday night. 
Two letters from Colonel Monroe, on the 2ist, 
one stating that he had viewed the enemy near 
Benedict, enumerated twenty-seven square rigged 
vessels, some bay craft and barges; the other 
dated from Nottingham, stating the advance of 
the enemy upon that place by land and water, 
and recommending the Commanding General to 
despatch five hundred or six hundred men to fall 
upon the enemy. Colonel Monroe and Colonel 
Beall both joined the army at night, and gave an 
account that the enemy had been viewed by them. 
Colonel Beall calculated that he had seen four 
thousand, without supposing he had seen all. 
Colonel Monroe estimated the enemy at about 
six thousand; Captain Herbert joins with his 
troop ; Colonel Lavall had joined with two com- 
panies of cavalry on the day previous; the enemy 
remained at Nottingham, except an advance de- 
tachment about three miles from town. Monday, 
the 22d, early in the morning, a light detachment 
was ordered to meet the enemy, composed of the 
36th and 38th—Lieutenant Colonel Scott, Colo- 
nel Lavall’s cavalry, and three companies from 
the brigade of General Smith, under command 
of Major Peter, viz: his own ‘company of artil- 
lery, Captain Stull’s rifle corps, and Captain Da- 
vidson’s light infantry. This detachment marched 
on the road to Nottingham, about 9 o’clock ; the 
remainder of the army marched about one mile 
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in advance, to an elevated position; the Com- 
manding General with his staff, accompanied by 
Colonel Monroe, proceeded in advance to recon- 
noitre the march of the enemy. Commodore 
Barney had joined the army with his flotilla men, 
besides the marines under Captain Miller; the 
horse preceded the advance detachment of our 
forces, met the enemy, and retired before them. 
This induced the advance corps to take a position 
to impede the march of the enemy; but the ad- 
vance detachment was ordered to retrograde and 
join the main body of the army that had remained 
some hours in line of battle, expecting the enemy 
to come that route to the city, but who took the 
road to Upper Marlborough, turning to his right 
after having come within a few miles of our 
forees; upon which the Commanding General fell 
back with his whole forces to the Battalion Old 
Fields, about eight miles from Marlborough, and 
the same distance from the City of Washington. 
At this time heavy explosions in the direction of 
Marlborough announced the destruction of the 
flotilla under command of Commodore Barney. 
The enemy arrived at Upper Marlborough about 
2 o’clock, and remained there until late next day, 
to be joined, it is presumed, by the detachment of 
. enemy which had been sent against the flo- 
tilla, 

The Commanding General proceeded to Marl- 
borough and found the enemy encamped ; several 


: prisoners taken ; gave information that the enemy 


would remain im that position until next day ; 


and after making observations of the enemy till 


the close of the day, General Winder returned 


1 tothe army. Late in the evening of this day, 


the President, with the Secretaries of War and 


_ Navy, and the Attorney Genéral, joined General 
' Winder at the Battalion Old 
- mained with him till the evening of the 23d. In 


ields, and re- 


the morning the troops were drawn up and re- 
viewed by the President. The most contradictory 
reports prevailed as to the movements and force 
of the enemy, and it was doubtful in camp whe- 
ther Annapolis, Fort Washington—with a view 
to co-operate with his naval forces—or the City 
of Washington, was his object. As to numbers, 
rumors vibrated from four thousand to twelve 
thousand; the best opinion was from five to 
seven thousand. Our forces at this time at the 
Old Fields are variously estimated, with no ma- 
terial difference, at about three thousand men, in 
the following corps: About four hundred horse, 
under the command of the following officers: 
Lieutenant Colonel Lavall, Colonel ‘Tilghman, 
Captains Caldwell, Thornton, Herbert, Williams, 
&e.; four hundred regular troops, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Scott, viz: 36th, 
38th, and Captain Morgan’s company of the 12th 
infantry; six hundred marines and flotilla men 
under Commodore Barney and Captain Miller, 
with five pieces of heavy artillery, two eighteen 
pounders, and three twelve pounders ; one thou- 
sand eight hundred militia and volunteers, Gen. 
Smith’s brigade of Georgetown and city militia, 
and Maryland militia under Colone] Kramer; 
of which there were two companies of artillery 
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under Captain Burch and Major Peter, with six 
six-pounders each, making an aggregate of three 
thousand two hundred, with seventeen pieces of 
artillery. The enemy was without cavalry, and 
had two small field pieces and one howitzer, 
drawn by men; and the whole country well cal- 
culated for defence, skirmishing, and to impede 
the march of an enemy. 

The enemy remained at Upper Marlborough 
till after 12 o’clock, about which time General 
Winder again ordered the detachment under 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott and Major Peter to 
advance and meet the enemy if he should be 
found advancing, or to attack his positions — 
About this time, 12 o’clock, some prisoners were 
taken, and from the information given by them, 
and the observations of the videttes, General Win- 
der was induced to believe that the enemy in- 
tended to remain stationary for the day, which 
induced him to think of uniting with him the 
forces at Bladensburg, and he despatched orders 
to General Stansbury, and other corps at Bla- 
densburg, to move direct for Upper Marlborough, 
and proceeded himself towards Bladensburg to 
meet and hurry on the forces to form a junction. 
When General Winder left the command with 
General Smith, and proceeded towards Bladens- 
burg with several troops of cavalry, he left orders 
that the advance corps should march upon the 
enemy, and annoy him by all possible means if 
in march, or if not, then in his positions; and if 
he advanced upon Bladensburg, General Smith, 
with the main body, should fall upon his flank, 
or be governed by circumstances in other move- 
ments. 

Captain Caldwell joined the advance corps at 
2 o’clock, P.M. An express brought intelligence 
that the enemy had left Upper Marlborough; that 
our advance had met the enemy about six miles 
in advance of our forces, and after a skirmish, in 
which Captain Stull’s company had about four 
or five rounds, was compelled to retreat, and that 
the enemy was advancing. One of the Aids of 
General Smith was despatched for General Win- 
der; the whole army was placed in a favorable 
attitude of defence, in which position it continued 
until about sunset, when General Winder, who 
had arrived some time previous, ordered the army 
to march to the City of Washington. The ene- 
my was about three miles distant, and remained 
there that night. Having remained till the goiug 
down of the sun, the retreat to the city was in- 
duced by several considerations, stated by the 
Commanding General. Ist. To effect a union of 
his whole forces. 2d. The fear of a night attack, 
from the superiority of the enemy, and want of 
discipline in his troops. And, 3d. In a night 
attack his superiority in artillery could not be 
used. The march of our army to the city was 
extremely rapid and precipitate, and orders occa- 
sionally given to captains of companies to hurry 
on the men, who were extremely fatigued and 
exhausted before the camping ground was reached, 
near the Eastern Branch bridge, within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

General Stansbury had arrived at Bladensburg 
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on the 22d,and the 5th Baltimore regiment, in- 
cluding the artillery and rifle corps, on the even- 
ing of the 23d; and, at 12 o’clock at night, Colo- 
nel Monroe, in passing through Bladensburg to 
the City of Washington, advised General Stans- 
bury to fall upon the rear of the enemy-forth- 
with, as it was understood that he was in motion 
for the city. General Stansbury having been or- 
dered to take post at Bladensburg, did not think 
he was at liberty to leave it; but, independent of 
this consideration, the fatigue of the troops under 
Colonel Sterret made it impracticable. 

It is here proper to state, that, on the 22d, the 
Secretary of War, in a letter to General Winder, 
which closes their written communications pre- 
vious to the 24th, except a short note of that 
morning, states that he had ordered Gen. Doug- 
Jas to march with his command to the District, 
without seeking arendezvous with General Hun- 

rford; that a detachment of the 12th infantr 

ad arrived; that it should be armed, equipped, 
and march to the Woodyard ; that the Baltimore 
brigade would arrive at Bladensburg that day, 
and suggests the propriety of throwing Bar- 
ney’s seamen and some other troops on the 
right of Nottingham—a demonstration which 
would menace the rear of the enemy, and his 
communication with his shipping, which would, 
if not stop, much retard his progress. On the 
morning of the 24th, in a short note to the Sec- 
retary of War, General Winder says, the infor- 
mation up the river is threatening; Barney, or 
some other force, should occupy the batteries at 
Greenleaf’s Point and Navy Yard, and wishes 
counsel from the Government or the Secretary of 
War. Upon this note there is an endorsement in 
the handwriting of General Armstrong to this 
effect: “‘ Went to General Winder, saw no neces- 
sity for ordering Barney to Greenleaf’s Point or 
Navy Yard, advised the Commodore to join the 
army at Bladensburg, and ordered Minor’s regi- 
ment to that place.” 

Ona the 2st, late at night, Colonel Tayloe ar- 
rived in the city from the Northern Neck, where 
he had been charged with orders in relation to 
the Virginia draughts, and reported himself to 
General Armstrong, who issued the following 
general order: 

“War Department, 
August 22, 1814.—12 o’clock. 
“ General Order : 

“General Douglass will assemble his brigade 

at Alexandria, and hold it there subject to orders. 
“JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


Colonel Tayloe executed this order, and Tues- 
day night, the 23d, again reported himself to 
a Armstrong, who issued the following 
orders: 


“ General Order : “War DeparTMENT. 
“Lieutenant Colonel Minor will repair to 
Washington, with the regiment under his com- 
mand, with the utmost despatch. He will report 
on his arrival to Colonel Carbery of the 36th 
regiment, and make a requisition for arms and 
ammunition. “JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


“War Department, Aug, 23, 1814, 
% General Order: 


« All the militia now in and marching to Alex- 
andria, besides Colonel Minor, will march imme- 
diately to Washington. These orders will be 
communicated by Colonel Pain 

“JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


On the 18th of August, General Van Ness or- 
dered General Young to call out, en masse, the 
brigade under his command, including the Alex- 
andria militia; the same day, two troops of cay- 
alry, attached to the brigade, were ordered to 
rendezvous at Bladensburg; on the 19th, at four 
o'clock in the morning, to accompany Colonel 
Monroe, Secretary of State, and to be subject to 
his order. On the 20th, in the afternoon, Gen, 
Young’s brigade was ordered by General Winder 
to cross the Potomac, opposite Alexandria, and 
encamp in the best position, and wait further 
orders, which was effected—the brigade consist- 
ing of four hundred and fifty-four men, two brass 
six-pounders and one brass four-pounder. On the 
22d, early, General Young, by order of General 
Winder, marched his brigade and took a position 
ona height near the head of Piscataway creek, 
about three miles in the rear of Fort Washing- 
ton, where the ground was favorable for a small 
detachment to defend the oomnias against a much 
greater force, and remained in this position until 
the morning of the 24th, when several orders 
were given to him; first, to march towards the 
Eastern Branch bridge; second, to cross the Po- 
tomac to the Virginia side, &c. This brigade 
was intended, in its dispositions, to aid Fort 
Washington, the town of Alexandria, and to be 
in a situation to join General Winder. 

On the morning of the 24th, General Winder 
established his headquarters near the Eastern 
Branch bridge; detachments of horse were out 
in various directions as videttes, and reconnoiter- 
ing prune and aneenes® made to destroy 
the Eastern Branch bridge. Colonel George 
Minor, with his regiment of Virginia militia, 
composed of six hundred infantry and one hun- 
dred cavalry, arrived at the City of Washington 
in the twilight of the evening of the 23d: he 
called on the President, who referred him to the 
Secretary of War for orders; the Secretary in- 
formed him that arms could not be had that 
nigh’, but gave orders to report himself to Colo- 
nel Carbery early in the morning, who would 
furnish him with arms and ammunition, as he 
was charged with that duty by General Winder. 
From early in the morning till late in the fore- 
noon Colonel Minor sought Colonel Carbery dili- 
gently, but he could not be found. He rode tc 
headquarters and obtained an order from Genera! 
Winder upou the arsenal for arms, &c., marched 
to the place with his regiment, and its care he 
found committed to a young man, whose caution 
in giving out arms, &c., very much delayed the 
arming and supplying this regiment. An 10- 
stance is here given, when the flints were counted 
out by the officers of the regiment, to expedite 
business at this crisis, the young man would 
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count them over before they could be obtained. 
Colonel Carbery arrived at this moment, apolo- 
gized for his absence, and informed Col. Minor 
that he had the evening previous ridden out to 
his country seat. Colonel Minor was again de- 
layed some small length of time, in having to 
remain to sign receipts, &c. His men were 
ordered to Capitol Hill. In the meantime, vari- 
ous reports were brought into headquarters, as to 
the movements and intentions of the enemy. 
The President and Heads of Departments col- 
lected at headquarters in the following order: 
The President, next Secretary of State, next the 
Attorney General, next the Secretary of the 
Navy, and last the Secretary of War and Treas- 
ury together. Colonel Monroe had left head- 
quarters, upon a rumor, that gained ground, that 
the enemy was marching upon the city by way 
of Bladensburg, with a view of joining General 
Stansbury, advising him of the rumor, and to 
aid him in the formation of a line of battle to 
meettheenemy. General Stansbury, for reasons 
given in his report, had marched from his posi- 
tion in advance of Bladensburg, and occupied 
the ground west of that village, on the banks of 
the Kastera Branch. Here the front line of bat- 
tle was formed by General Stansbury and his 
officers, with the aid of Colonel Monroe, on the 
presumption that General Stansbury’s brigade 
and the command of Colonel Sterret included the 
= of Major Pinkney and Baltimore artil- 
ery. 

There is a bridge over the Eastern Branch at 
Bladensburg, and a large turnpike road leading 
direct to the City of Washington. About four 
hundred yards from this bridge, some small dis- 
tance to the left of the road, the Baltimore artil- 
lery, six pieces of six pounders, occupied a tem- 
porary breast-work of earth, well calculated to 
command the pass over the bridge. Part of the 
battalion of riflemen, under Major William Pink- 
ney, and one other com pany took position on the 
right of the artillery, partially protected by a fence 
and brush; and on the left of the battery, leading 
to the rear of a barn, two companies, from the 
regiment under Colonel Shutz, and the other part 
of the riflemen from Baltimore. Colonel Ragan 
was posted in the rear of Major Pinkney, his right 
resting on the road ; Colonel Shutz, continuing 
the line on the left, with a small vacancy in the 
centre of the two regiments; and Colonel Sterret 
formed the extreme left flank of the infantry. At 
this moment, Colonels Beall and Hood entered 
Bladensburg, with the Maryland militia from 
Annapolis, crossed the bridge, and took a position 
on a Most commanding height, on the right of the 
turnpike, about three hundred yards from the 
road, to secure the right flank. In the meantime, 
(about eleven o’clock) certain intelligence was 
received at headquarters, that the enemy was in 
full march towards Bladensburg; which induced 
General Winder to put in motion his whole force, 
— a few men and a piece of artillery left at 
the Eastern Branch bridge, to destroy it. The 
day was hot, and the road was dusty—the march 
was rapid to Bladensburg. The cavalry and 


mounted men arrived, and were placed on the left 
flank, and some small distance in its rear. Gen- 
eral Winder now arrived, and told General Stans- 
bury and Colonel Monroe that his whole force 
was marching for Bladensburg, and approved 
the dispositions which had been made of the 
troops; at which moment, it had become imprac- 
ticable, in the opinion of the officers. to make any 
essential change: for the two armies were now 
coming to the battle ground, in opposite direc- 
tions; and the enemy appeared on the opposite 
heights at Bladensburg, about a mile distant, and 
halted fifteen or twenty minutes. This was about 
twelve o’clock, The troops from the city were 
disposed of as they arrived. Captain Burch, with 
three pieces of artillery, was stationed on the ex- 
treme left of the infantry of the first line; anda 
rifle company, armed with muskets, near the bat- 
tery, to support it. About this time the Secre- 
tary of War arrived, and in a few moments after, 
the President and the Attorney General, and pro- 
ceeded to examine the disposition of the troops. 
In the meantime, as the enemy advanced into 
Bladensburg, the officers were forming rapidly 
the second line. The command of Commodore 
Barney came up in a trot; and formed his men 
on the right of the main road, in a line with the 
command under Colonels Beall and Hood, with 
a considerable vacancy, owing to the ground. 
The heavy artillery, Commodore Barney planted 
in the road; the three twelve pounders to the 
right, under Captain Miller, who commanded the 
flotilla men and marines, as infantry, to support 
the artillery. Lieutenant Colonel Kramer, with 
a battalion of Maryland militia, was posted in the 
wood, in advance of the marines and Colonels 
Bealland Hood’scommand. The regimentunder 
command of Colonel Magruder, was stationed on 
the left of Commodore Barney, and ina line with 
him and Colonel Beall. The regiment under 
command of Colonel Brent, and Major Warring’s 
battalion, and some other small detachments, 
formed the left flank of this second line, and in 
the rear of Major Peter’s battery ; and Lieutenant 
Colonel Scott, with the regulars, was placed in 
advance of Colonel Magruder, and to the left, 
forming a line towards Major Peter’s battery, but 
in such a manner as not to mask it; otber small 
detachments in various directions. 

About half-past twelve o’clock, while the sec- 
ond line was thus forming, the enemy approached, 
and the battle commenced. The Baltimore ar- 
tillery opened a fire and dispersed the enemy’s 
light troops now advancing along the street of the 
village, who took a temporary cover behind the 
houses and trees, in loose order,and presented ob- 
jects only occasionally for the fire of the cannon. 
The enemy commenced throwing his rockets, and 
his light troops began to concentrate near the 
bridge, and to press across itand the river, which 
was fordable above. ‘The battalion of riflemen, 


under Major Pinkaey, now united gallantly with 
the fire from the battery. For some minutes the 
fire was continued with considerable effect; the 
enemy’s column was.not only dispersed while in 
the street, but while approaching the bridge they 
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were thrown into some confusion, and the British 

rs were seen exerting themselves to press the 
soldiers on. Having now gained the bridge, it 
was rapidly, and as the enemy crossed, 
flanked, formed a line, and advanced steadily on, 
which compelled the artillery and battalion of ri- 
flemen to give way, after which Major Pinkney 
was severely wounded. He exerted himself to 
rally his men, and succeeded, at a small distance 
in the rear of his first position, and united with 
the fifth Baltimore regiment. 

It —— from reports of several officers, Stans- 
bury, Pinkney, Law, Sterret, &c., that the com- 
mand of General Stansbury was three or four 
hundred yards in the rear of the battery, and Major 
Pinkney’s riflemen and some other small corps to 
the left of the battery ; of course this small party 
had to fight with the whole force of ‘the enemy 
until they retired, and the enemy occupied the 
ground they left without any considerable resist- 
tance, as the enemy marched on without halting 
after the bridge was passed. Captain Burch and 
Colonel Sterret were about the same distance, 
when Colonel Sterret was ordered to advance to 
support the first line. One of the pieces of artil- 
lery was abandoned, but spiked previously. The 
enemy soon took advantage of the trees of an or- 
chard, which was occupied or held by the force 
which had just retreated, and kept upa galling 
fireon partofourline. Captain Barch’s artillery, 
and a small detachment near it, now opened a 
cross fire upon the enemy. Colonel Sterret, 
with the fifth Baltimore regiment, was ordered 
to advance, and made a prompt movement, until 
ordered to halt, as at this moment the rockets as- 
suming a more horizontal direction, and passing 
near the heads of Colonel Shutz and Ragan’s re- 
giments, the right gave way, which was followed 
in a few minutes by a general flight of the two re- 

iments, in defiance of all the exertions of General 
inder, Stansbury, and other officers. Burch’s 
artillery and the 5th regiment remained with 
firmness; the orchard obstructed their fire; but 
notwithstanding the enemy’s light troops were, 
fora moment, driven back by them, the enemy 
having gained the right flank of the fifth, which 
exposed it, Burch’s artillery and Colonel Sterret, 
who commanded the fifth, were ordered by Gen- 
eral Winder to retreat, with a view of forming at 
a small distance in the rear; but instead of retir- 
ing in order, the fifth, like the two other regiments 
under General Stansbury, in a very few minutes 
were retreating in disorder and confusion, not- 
withstanding the exertions of Colonel Sterret to 
prevent it. From reports of various officers, ex- 
ertions were made to rally the men and to bring 
them again to the battle, which partly succeeded 
in the first instance, but ultimately, and in a short 
time, all attempts were vain, and the forces 
routed ; and the first line, together with the horse, 
were totally routed, and retreated ina road which 
forked in three directions; one branch led by Rock 
Creek Church, to Tenleytown and Montgomery 
Court-house, another led to Georgetown, and a 
third to the City of Washington. It does not ap- 
pear that any movement was made or attempted 


by the cavalry or horsemen, although the enemy 
to the left were in open and scattered order, as 
they pursued or pressed upon our lines, and a most 
fortunate moment presented itself for a charge of 
cavalry and horsemen. 

It may be proper here to observe that Genera] 
Winder states his exertions to direct the retreat. 
ing line to the Capitol, with a view of rallying. 
This intention is corroborated by Colonel Ster- 
ret; but it appears as if this. determination was 
not generally understood by the officers or men, 
Colonel Kramer, a on the right of the road, 
and in advance of Commodore Barney, was next 
drawn from his position, after having maintained 
his ground with considerable injary to the enemy, 
and retreated upon the commaod of Colonels Beal! 
and Hood, on a commanding eminence to the 
right. After the retreat of the militia under Col- 
onel Kramer, from his first position, the enemy’s 
column in the road was exposed to an animated 
discharge from Major Peter’s artillery, which con- 
tinued until they came into contact with Commo- 
dore Barney; here the enemy met the’greatest re- 
sistance, and sustained the greatest loss, advancing 
upon our retreating line. When the enemy came 
in full view, and in a heavy column in the main 
road, Commodore Barney ordered an eighteen 
pounder to be opened upon them, which com- 
pletely cleared the road, scattered, and repulsed 
the enemy for a moment. In several attempts to 
rally and advance, the enemy was repulsed, which 
induced him to flank to the right of our lines in 
an open field. Here Captain Miller opened upon 
him with the three twelve pounders, and the flo- 
tilla men, acting as infantry, with considerable 
effect. The enemy continued flanking to the 
right, and pressed upon the command of Colonels 
Beall and Hood, which gave way, after three or 
four rounds of ineffectual fire, at a considerable 
distance from the enemy, while Colonel Beall and 
other officers attempted to rally the men on this 
high position. The enemy very soon gained the 
flank and even the rear of the right of the second 
line. Commodore Barney, Captain Miller, and 
some other officers of his command, being wound- 
ed, his ammunition wagons having gone off in 
the disorder, and that whieh the marines and flo- 
tilla men had being exhausted ; in this situation, 
a retreat was ordered by Commodore Barney, 
who fell himself into the hands of the enemy. 

Thesecond line was not exactly connected, but 
posted inadvantageous positions in connexion with 
and supporting each other. The command of Gen- 
eral Smith, including the Georgetown and city 
militia, still remained in order, and firm, without 
any partof them having given way, as well as the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Scott of the reg- 
ulars, and some other corps. The enemy’s light 
troops had, in the meantime, advanced on the left 
of the road, and had gained a line parallel with 
Smith’s command. and, in endeavoring to turn 
the flank, Colonel Brent was placed in a position 
calculated to prevent it ; the enemy also advanced 
and came within long shot of part of Colonel 
Magruder’s command, which opened a partial 
fire, bat without much effect; and, at this moment, 
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and in this situation, General Winder ordered the 


‘whole of the troops, then stationary, to retreat, 


which was effected with as much order as the na- 
ture of the ground and the occasion would permit ; 
these troops, after retreating five or six hundred 

ces, were halted and formed, but were again 
ordered to retreat by General Winder. General 
Winder then gave orders to collect and form the 
troops on the heights west of the turnpike gate, 
about a mile and a half from the Capitol, which 
order was in part executed, and the forces formed 
by General Smith and the other officers, when 
Colonel George Minor came up with his regi- 
ment of Virginia volunteers, and united his forces 
with General Smith’s command, having been de- 
tained, as before stated, in obtaining arms, am- 
munition, &¢c.; but, while in the act of forming, 
General Winder gave orders to retire to the Cap- 
itol, with the expectation of being united with 
the troops of the first line. Colonel Minor was 
ordered to take a certain position and disposition, 
and cover the retreat of all the forces by remain- 
ing until all had marched for the Capitol. The 
troops were again halted at the Capitol while 
General Winder was in conference with Colonel 
Monroe and General Armstrong. 

The first line and cavalry, except one troop of 
Colonel Lavall’s, had taken a route which did not 


bring them to the Capitol ; the most of them had 
_ proceeded north of the District of Columbia, and 


others dispersed and returned home, and sought 
refreshment in the country. The Commanding 
General represented the diminution of his force, 
the dispersion of a large portion of it, the want of 
discipline, the great fatigue of the troops, and be- 
lieved that it would be impossible to make effec- 
tual resistance to the invasion of the city; nor 
did he think it would be proper to attempt to de- 
fend the Capitol, the troops being without provi- 
sions, and which would leave every other part of 
the city to the mercy of the enemy, and the pros- 
pect of losing his army. In this consultation, the 
Secretaries of State and War, it appears, concur- 
red in their views with General Winder, and ad- 
vised him to retire and rally the troops upon the 


| heights of Georgetown ; this produced an order 


for the whole force to retreat from Capitol Hill 


_ through Georgetown. On receiving this order, 


the troops evinced the deepest anguish, and that 


_ order which had been previously maintained was 
_ destroyed. General Smith in his report uses this 


language: “when the order for a retreat from 
Capitol Hill was received, the troops evinced an 
anguish beyond the power of language to express.” 
The troops were halted at Tenleytown, and an 


» attempt was made to collect them together, which 


only partially succeeded. Some returned home, 


Some went in pursuit of refreshments, and those 


that halted gave themselves up to the uncontrolled 


_ feelings which fatigue, exhaustion, privation, and 


disappointment, produced. The force thus col- 


_ lected were marched about five miles up the Po- 
_tomac, and, early in the morning, Thursday the 
25th, orders were given to assemble the troops at 


Montgomery Courthouse. General Winder seems 


| (0 have taken this position with a view to collect 
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his forces, and to interpose for the protection of 
Baltimore, in case the enemy marched upon it as 
was anticipated by him. On the 23d, General 
Winder despatched an order to the commanding 
officer at Fort Washington to place patrols on 
every road leading to the garrison; and, upon the 
event of his being taken in the rear of the fort, 
to blow it up and retire across the river. Onthe 
26th, the army at Montgomery took up the line 
of march about ten o’clock towards Baltimore: 
General Winder proceeded on to Baltimore. On 
the 27th, General Smith’s brigade marched to 
this District. 

The distance from Benedict to the City of 
Washington, by Bladensburg, is upwards of fifty 
miles. The enemy was without baggage wagons 
or means of transportation ; his troops much ex- 
hausted with fatigue; many compelled to quit the 
ranks, and extraordinary exertions used to keep 
others in motion ; and, as if unable to pursue our 
forces, remained on the battle ground ; the ene- 
my’s advance reached the city about eight o’clock 
in the evening, the battle having ended about 
two o’clock, or before. The main body of the 
enemy remained on the heights west of the turn- 
pike gate. 

Doctor Catlett, the superintending surgeon, who 
was admitted to attend upon the wounded, and 
who passed through the enemy’s camp, and re- 
mained at Bladensburg until the city was evacu- 
ated, had the best opportunity of estimating the 
loss on both sides, as well as a good opportunity 
to ascertain the number and force of the enemy. 
His estimate is as follows: 

Of the enemy.—On Capitol Hill, seven hun- 
dred; Turnpike Hill, two thousand; wounded at 
Bladensburg, three hundred ; attendants, three 
hundred ; wounded and attendants in the City of 
Washington, sixty ; killed at Bladensburg and the 
city, one hundred and eighty; total force, three 
thousand five hundred and forty. This statement 
is corroborated by all the information in his pow- 
er, besides his own observations. Mr. Law esti- 
mated the enemy, on its march, at five thousand ; 
but, from the best information, his estimate would 
be about four thousand five hundred. Colonel 
Monroe, who viewed the enemy on his march, 
estimated the number at about six thousand. Gen- 
erel Winder states that the best opinion at the 
Woodyard made the enemy from five to seven 
thousand. Our forces are variously estimated ; 
and, indeed, from the manner of collecting them, 
and their dispersion, makes it difficult to ascertain 
the number with perfect accuracy. General 
Stansbury represents Colonel Ragan’s regiment 
at five hundred and fifty ; Colonel Shutz’s regi- 
ment at eight hundred; Colonels Beall’s and 
Hood’s at eight hundred; Colonel Sterret’s regi- 
ment at five hundred; Major Pinkney’s com- 
mand, including two companies of artillery, three 
hundred ; making two thousand nine hundred 
and fifty-three; but General Winder estimates 
Colonel Beall six or seven hundred; deduct one 
hundred, this leaves two thousand eight hundred 
and fifth-three; to which add the command of 
Genera! Smith, and militia that united with him 
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at the Woodyard, Battalion Old Fields, &c., the 
regulars under Lieuteaant Colonel Scott, Bar- 
ney’s command, the cavalry, &c., three thousand 
two hundred ; making an aggregate number of 
six thousand and fifty-three. sides this force 
several detachments are spoken of by General 
Winder’s officers, not known, amounting to sev- 
eral hundred. But as a small detachment was 
left at the Eastern Branch bridge, others, partic- 
ularly some of the cavalry, were on detachment, 
reconnoitering, &c., the number of forces, may be 
estimated at least at six thousand, including about 
twenty pieces of artillery, two eighteen pounders, 
three twelves, and the balance six pounders. Our 
loss on the field of battle, killed, is estimated by 
the superintending surgeon at ten or twelve, and 
the wounded, some of whom died, at about thirty. 
General Winder’s official report estimates our loss 
at about thirty killed and fifty wounded. 

The probable estimate of British forces on the 
24th of August, total four thousand five hundred ; 
killed at Bladensburg and in the city, one hundred 
and fifty ; wounded at both places, three hundred. 
American forces, six thousand; killed, twenty, 
wounded forty; besides the regiment under com- 
mand of Colonel Minor, six hundred infantry and 
one hundred horse, which met the retreat on the 
west of the turnpike gate; and General Young’s 
brigade about five hundred, which was ordered to 
remain on the banks of the Potomac, about twelve 
miles from the City of Washington, until the 
evening of the 24th, when he crossed over to Al- 
exandria, and proceeded to Montgomery Court- 
house, to join the main army. 

The enemy, cn the evening of the 25th, made 
the greatest exertions to leave the City of Wash- 
ington. They had about forty indifferent looking 
horses, ten or twelve carts and wagons, one ox 
cart, one coach, and several fe these were 
sent to Bladensburg to move off the wounded: a 
drove of sixty or seventy cattle preceded this 
party. Arriving at Bladensburg, the British sur- 
geon was ordered to select the wounded who could 
walk; the forty horses were mounted by those 
whocould ride; the carts and wagons loaded, and 
upwards of ninety wounded left behind. About 
twelve o’clock at night the British army passed 
through Bladensburg, and parties continued until 
morning, and i untilafter mid-day. The 
retreat of the enemy to his shipping was precipi- 
tate, and apparently under an alarm, and, it is sup- 

ed, that it was known to him that our forces 

d marched to Montgomery Court-house. 

The Hon. Richard Rush, General Stansbury, 
Major William Pinkney, Dr. Catlett, and Mr. 

Law, all remark, that General Winder was active 
and Zealous, encouraged the men, and exposed 
himself, and acted as a man of firmness during 
the engagement, and endeavored to rally, with 
other officers, the lines, as they gave way. 

There seems to be a conan 
statement, that our forces were much fatigued 
and worn down with marching, counter-march- 
ing, and their strength much exhausted, during 


concurrence of | 


aehessiet Nor does “ ap 
era nown among the officers and me 

first a that the forces from the cit Samet, 
behind in the second line, to meet the enemy and 
support them. This statement is made by Gen. 
eral Stansbury, Major William Pinkney, and 
some other officers of the first line. 


Recapitulation. 

This statement of facts has brought the com- 
mittee to a recapitulation of some of the promi- 
nent circumstances in this part of the transaction. 
Without entering into the consideration of the 
means in the power of the Administration, and 
the equal claims of every part of the extensive 
maritime and territorial frontier of the United 
States, in proportion to its importance and expo- 
sure, to defensive measures, the committee are of 
opinion that the means authorized for the security 
of the 10th military district, by the President of 
the United States, in a Cabinet Council of the ist 
of July, were ample and sufficient as to the extent 
of the force, and seasonable as to the time when 
the measures were authorized. On the 2d of 
July the 10th military district was constituted, 
and the command given to General Winder. On 
the 4th of July the requisition upon the States 
for ninety-three thousand five hundred men was 
made. 
Pennsylvania and Virginia acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of the requisition of the 4th, and promised 
promptitude. About the 10th of July the Gov- 
ernor of Maryland was served with the requisi- 
tion, and took measures to designate a corps of 
six thousand men, the whole quota from that 
State. On the 12th of July General Winder was 
authorized, in case of menaced or actual invasion, 
to call into service the whole quota of Maryland. 
On the 17th General Winder was authorized to 
call into actual service not less than two, nor 
more than three thousand of the draughts assigned 
to his command, to form a permanent force, to be 
stationed in some central position between Balti- 
more and the City of Washington, On the same 
day, 17th of July, General Winder was authorized 


r that it was gen. 


to call on the State of Pennsylvania for five thou & 


sand men; on Virginia, two thousand; on the 


ble state, two thousand; together with the six 
thousand from Maryland: making an aggregate 
force of fifteen thousand draughted militia, three 
, thousand of which authorized to be called into 
actual service, the residue in case of actual or 
menaced invasion, besides the regular troops, es 
timated at one thousand—making sixteen thov- 
sand, independent of marines and flotilla men. 
fort was the measure of defence contemplated 


lt i CC 


for the military district No. 10, and the measures 

taken by the War Department up to the 17th of 

July in execution of it. ' 

In relation to the collection of this force, severa! 

| unfortunate circumstances intervened to produce 
a great aud manifest failure. 

Ist. On the 7th of July General Winder Was 


On the 14th of July the Governors of : 


militia of the District of Columbia, in a disposa- F 


their service, by remaining under arms much of | authorized, in consequence of his own suggestions 
the night, as well as the day, by false alarms, and | and in conformity to the wishes of the President 
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| disposable state, and acknowledged by 
- Winder, in his letter of the 23d, to be almost as 
. efficientas ifin actual service,and the event proved 
. this tobe correct. The disposable force at Balti- 
more, including Stansbury’s brigade, amounted 
_ to upwards of two thousand men, as the event 

| proved, making an efficient force of at least eight 
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into actual service as many as three 
Bh and not less than two thousand of the 
draughts, under the requisition of the 4th of 
July, assigned for the operatiors of his district, 
as a permanent corps and rallying point with 
his other forces, in a central position as before 
stated, to protect Baltimore, the City of Wash- 
ington, &c. incase of invasion. General Winder, 
upon the receipt of his authority, proceeded direct 
to Annapolis, and made this requisition upon the 
Governor of Maryland for the actual service of 
three thousand men; and on the 23d of July, 
thirty-two days revious to the battle at Bladens- 
burg, General Winder informs the Secretary of 
War that the arrangements for this force had 
been made, orders had issued, and Bladensburg 
fixed as the place of rendezvous; and encourages 
expectation that the collection of the force would 
be prompt and certain. ; 

On the 27th the Governor of Maryland informs 
the Secretary of War that measures had been 
taken to comply with the requisition of the 4th 
of July, and his orders had issued, calling into 
actual service three thousand five hundred men, 
to rendezvous at Bladensburg, to comply with 
the demand of General Winder, in conformity to 
the wishes of the President. In the meantime, 
Stansbury’s brigade had been called into service 


' at Baltimore, on account of the alarm about the 
- 15th of July, by the Secretary of War; and al- 
| though this force constituted a part of the Mary- 
_ land quota of six thousand, by the consent of the 
| Secretary of War it was to make no part of the 
| three thousand to be called into actual service for 


the purposes mentioned. 

o form a correct estimate of this failure, which 
did not bring as many hundred men into the field, 
in the words of General Winder, it may be proper 
to state, that at all times the marines, flotilla men, 
and regular troops, including the different garri- 


| sons, amounted to upwards of one thousand men. 


The militia of the District of Columbia amounted 
to two thousand men. These were always in : 
nera 


thousand men, if the call for three thousand had 
been complied with. To this add the designated 
force assigned to the 10th military district, and 
the force to be raised on the spur of the occasion 
by calls upon the militia and population of the 
country en masse, and whose disposition is always 
operated upon more or less in proportion to the 
prospect of success. On the 13th of August, 
twenty-one days after the Secretary of War was 
informed that this arrangement had been made, 


| General Winder advises him that there would be 
; almost a total failure in relation to the call for 


the three thousand men, and, as a temporary 
remedy, proposes the acceptance of certain State 


_ troops, ten, to be about one thousand, under 


Colonels Beall and Hood, then in service at An- 





napolis, which was authorized; and these troops 
came to the battle ground, as before stated, about 
one half an hour before the action on the 24th of 
August. The reasons which operated to produce 
this failure have been detailed, and there can be 
no object in having them repeated, as the com- 
mittee do not consider it a duty to discuss the 
merit of those considerations. 

2dly. On the 17th of July, the Secretary of 
War, by letter, authorized the Commanding Gen- 
eral to call on Pennsylvania for five thousand 
men ; on Virginia for two thousand men, &c., as 
before stated. This letter was not received by 
General Winder until about the 8th of August, 
as appears by his correspondence with the Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania, after a lapse of about 
twenty-three days. In explaining the delay in 
the receipt of this letter, General Winder says it 
originated from his being in constant motion, in 
traversing and examining the situation and various 
military positions of his command, and the letter 
had gone the circuit with him without having 
received it. It is impossible for the committee 
to say what particular influence this circumstance 
had upon the collection of the troops: and it may 
be proper here to state, that the difficulties ex- 
plained in relation to the militia laws of Pennsyl- 
vania had no bearing upon the failure of our arms, 
as no specific call was made upon that State till 
the 17th of August, when one regiment was de- 
manded, and on the 18th, the whole five thousand 
were demanded ; but this requisition was not re- 
ceived by the Governor of Pennsylvania until the 
evening of the 23d. at which time the Pennsyl- 
vania detachment had been designated under the 
requisition of the 4th, and ready for the call which 
was made upon it. 

3dly. The unfortunate circumstances which 
delayed the arming ofa Virginia regiment under 
Colonel George Minor, consisting of six hundred 
infantry and one hundred horse, who arrived in 
the City of Washington late on the evening of 
the 23d. Colonel Minor called on the Secretar 
of War, after early candle-light, for orders. Col- 
onel Carbery had been charged with supplying 
the various corps with arms, ammunition, &c. 
Colonel Minor was directed to report himself to 
Colonel Carbery early next morning, who would 
furnish him. Colonel Minor was in pursuit of 
Colonel Carbery from very early in the morning 
until very late in the forenoon, without findi 
him, and, after obtaining an order from Genera 
Winder, marched his regiment to Greenleaf’s 
Point to the arsenal and magazine, where he again 
met with difficulties as before stated, which de- 
layed his march and prevented him from being 
in the action. Having made this recapitulation 
of facts, the military question is presented for con- 
sideration ; and having furnished the most ample 
means to the House to form correct opinions on 
this part of the inquiry, and as most of the com- 
munications from military characters enter more 
or less into this military view, the committee take 
it for granted that they have discharged their 
duty by the view they have taken, and submit 
this question to the consideration of the House. 


Sakis le NERS 


ra aus as n 
SRR 2 oe ae eS OO RR aR Ue BEE oR on 


ones 


a pn ~ 
li OS AE MA i 


a 
: 


i 
2 
| 
ce 
- 
-_ 
a 
a 
i 
_ 
2 
_ 
3 

' 


nF SaaS oxen 
ee nt ose are, ae eee 





1543 








The Navy Department. 

As it regards tbe part taken by the Secretary of 
the Navy, including the destruction of the Navy 
Yard, &c., the solicitude of the President, in an- 
ticipation of the probable designs of the enemy 
against this city and the adjacent country, in- 
duced the Secretary of the Navy to cause three 
twelve pounders to be mounted on field carriages, 
and completely furnished for field service, in the 
month of May last, and the marines trained to 
act as infantry or artillery. Previous to the rein- 
forcement of the enemy in the Patuxent, he 
caused to be mounted two long eighteen pound- 
ers on field carriages, and prepared for field ser- 
vice, to be given to Commodore Barney, in case 
of emergency, to co-operate with the land forces; 
and Commodore Barney was instructed to pre- 
pare for this eventual service in case he had 
to abandon his flotilla. On the 18th of August 
the Secretary received the first intelligence of 
the reinforcement of the enemy ; the day on which 
they landed at Benedict. Commodore Barney 
was ordered to destroy his flotilla whenever it 
appeared certain that it would otherwise be cap- 
tured, and to unite and co-operate with the forces 
under command of General Winder. Letters 
were despatched to Commodore Rodgers and 
Captain Porter, with orders to repair with their 
forces to the City of Washington with the utmost 
expedition. With every exertion, Commodore 
Rodgers was unable to reach the city by the 24th. 
The enemy entered our waters on the 16th; it 
was known in this city on the 18th; marched 
from Benedict on the 20th ; and entered this city 
on the 24th; and left it precipitately on the even- 
ing of the 25th. The Secretary of the Navy 
called on General Winder on the 20th; pointed 
out the volunteer mechanics of the Navy Yard, 
then in his army, who were good axe-men, and 
would act with effect as pioneers. It was under- 
stood that a large squadron of the enemy’s fleet 
had passed the principal obstacle in the naviga- 
tion of the Potomac, and was ascending to co-op- 
erate with their land forces. The Secretary of 
the Navy expressed solicitude for Fort Washing- 
ton, and proposed to throw into that fort the ma- 
rines and part of the seamen for its defence: the 
Commanding General did not think it expedient 
to lessen his force by the abstraction of a part so 
efficient as the marines and seamen. 

The Secretary of the Navy visited the Navy 
Yard on the 21st; inquired the means of trans- 
portation and the assistance left inthe yard. The 
mechanics of the yard had been with the army 
from the first alarm: four officers and a few of 
the ordinary, chiefly blacks, remained: two of 
the old gunboats, the only craft for transportation. 
The wagons of this district had been pressed for 
the army ; and the blacks usually in the market 
for hire, were employed at the works at Bladens- 
burg. Orders were given for every means of 
transportation to be used. The public vessels 
afloat were, the new sloop of war Argus, the new 
schooner Lynx, three barges, and two gunboats, 
On the slip, the frigate Columbia, of the largest 
class, nearly ready for launching; her equipments 
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enerally made and ready, or in great forwardness, 
Besides the buildings, engines, fixtures, shop fur- 
niture, of the several mechanical branches in the 
Navy Yard, there were about one hundred tons 
of cordage, some canvass, considerable quantity 
of saltpetre, copper, iron, lead, block tin, naval 
and military stores, implements, and fixed ammu- 
nition, with a variety of manufactured articles in 
all the branches; seventeen hundred and forty- 
three barrels of beef and pork, two hundred and 
seventy nine barrels of whiskey, some plank and 
timber. 

The Secretary states that he had no means left 
to transport the sloop Argus, nor place of safety 
in his opinion, if the enemy took possession of the 
city. He ordered the barges to the Little Falls, 
On the morning of the 24th the Secretary visited 
the headquarters of General Winder, near the 
Eastern Branch bridge. The President and some 
of the Heads of Departments were present. The 
Secretary of the Navy presented to the President 
the consideration of the Navy Yard, in the pres- 
ence of the Secretaries of War and Treasury. 
The public vessels and public property were de- 
scribed; the importance of the supplies and ship- 
ping to the enemy; and no doubt seemed to be 
entertained of the union of the squadron and the 
land forces, should the enemy succeed in the cap- 
ture of the City of Washington, General Winder 
having distinctly stated that morning that Fort 
Washington could not be defended. In this event, 
nothing could be more clear than the plunder and 
destruction of the public buildings and property 
of the Navy Yard; and whether a junction was 
formed, or the land forces alone took the city, 
the loss of the Navy Yard and public property 
was certain. Upon this representation, the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, in his report, says, it was dis- 
tinctly understood, as the result of the conversa- 
tion, that the public shipping, naval and military 
stores and provisions at the Navy Yard, should 
be destroyed in the event of the enemy’s obtain- 
ing possession of the city. It appears that the 
articles to be destroyed were in store, and could 
not be separated from those establishments which 
might have been left; one of the barges was sent 
to Alexandria, and remained there until taken by 
the enemy; one gunboat, with salt provisions, 
has been recovered, the other was laden with pro- 
visions and gunpowder, but run aground, and was 

lundered by the inhabitants aaa the Navy 
Yard. The powder and part of the provisions 
have been recovered. The new schooner Lynx 
escaped the flames, and remains without much 
injury. The metallic articles are chiefly all 
saved, and the timber in dock, and that which is 
partially consumed, will be useful. The ma 
chinery of the steam engine is not much 10 
jured ; the boiler is perfect. The buildings, with 
the exception of the house of the commandatl, 
the lieutenant of the guards, the guard houses, 
the gateway, and one other building, are all de- 
stroyed; the walls of some appear entire. The 
monument to perpetuate the memory of the naval 
heroes who fell in the attack upon Tripoli, !s 4 
little defaced. The issuing store of the yard and 
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ee ee ee ne 
its contents, which escaped the original conflagra-| offices are not sufficient. It is supposed that 
tion, were destroyed by the enemy on the 25th. the sum of four hundred and sixty thousand 

The following estimate of the public property| dollars will be sufficient to place the buildings 
and buildings is the most accurate that the com-| in the situation they wére in previous to their 





mittee have been able to obtain, and, which to} destruction - - - = $460,000 00 
them is as satisfactory and as accurate as the na-| Loss sustained at the Navy Yard— 
ture of the inquiry would admit, viz: In moveable property - = 417,745 51 
The Capitol, from its foundation to its destruction,| In buildings and fixtures - - 91,425 53 
including original cost, altera- 
tions, repairs, &c. - - - $787,163 28 $969,171 04 
The President’s house, including To this sum must be added the 
all costs, - - - - 334,334 00| Library, estimated at - . 
Public offices, Treasury, State, = 
War,and Navy - - -. 93,613 82| An estimate of the expense of re- 


————-|_ building, in a plain and substan- 
$1,215,111 10| tial manner, the Navy Yard, so 
| as to carry on all the public 
The buildings have been examined by order of| works with as much advantage 

a committee of the Senate. The walls of the} and convenience as previous to 











Capitol and President’s house are good, and re-| its destruction - - we i $62,370 00 
quire repairs only. The walls of the public * —=—==——— 
RECAPITULATION. 
Nos. Public Property. Original Value. | Value Recovered. | Real Loss. 
1 | Frigate Columbia - - - - : - $116,123 05 $10,432 00 $105,691 05 
2 | Sloop of war Argus - - - - - 75,000 00 10,186 55 64,813 45 
3 | One large rowgalley - : - - - 4,500 00 1,477 47 3,022 53 
4! Two small do. - © - - - 6,000 00 722 80 5,277 20 
5 | One armed scow - - - - - - 1,610 54 956 09 654 45 
6 | One do. . - - - . - 1,096 29 586 67 509 60 
7 | Gunboats, rowboats,&c. - - - = 6,553 34 5,773 34 780 00 
8 | Boatbuilder’s shop STE kD ay 8 BIL 2,962 98 - 2,962 98 
9 | Blacksmith’s and plumber’s shop - - - 4,532 80 1,996 50 2,563 30 
10 | Cooper’s shop . - . - - - 7,689 75 2,854 04 4,835 71 
11 | Gun carriage shop,&c.- - + + = 525 00 - 525 00 
12 | Painter’sshop + + + + © = 869 97 15 00 854 97 
13 | Blockmaker’s shop 1 hep rome ye 1,610 00 - 1,610 00 
14 | Medical store - - : : - - 2,679 84 - 2,679 84 
15 | Ordnance store, &c. - . . . - 18,769 90 = 18,769 90 
16 | Naval stores, cordage, &c. - - - - 78,262 25 - 78,262 25 
17 | Copper, iron, lead, &c. - . - - : 49,965 27 42,522 40 7,442 87 
18 | Navy storekeeper’s stores - - - - 20,431 77 2,921 89 17,509 88 
19 | Ordnance, small arms - . - - - 173,284 97 162,926 22 10,358 75 
20 | Provisions and contingencies : : - 46,962 04 4,071 44 42,890 60 
21 | Timber, plank, knees, &c.  - . - - 45,000 00 - 45,000 00 
22 | Anchors - . - - - - - 12,400 94 12,400 94. 
23 | Miscellaneous articles - - - - - 1,380 13 648 85 731 18 


$678,210 71 $260,465 20 $417,745 51 





Capture of Alexandria. | voluntary aid and donation from the citizens of 

In relation to the conduct of the corporation of | Alexandria, intended for the lines, but stationed 
Alexandria, and its capture by the enemy in his| at Fort Washington; remained in garrison till 
recent enterprise, the committee have been fur-| December; ordered to Annapolis, and there dis- 
nished with various documents and information, | charged. March, 1813, Captain Marsteller’s com- 
and to which the committee refer; but, in justice | pany of artillery, stationed at Fort Washington 
to the town and to the public, a brief retrospect | for upwards of three months. 21st of March, 
may not be deemed improper, as connecting cer-| 1813, corporation, by committee, called on the 
tain events with the surrender of the town, on| Secretary of War for arms, &c., for the defence 
the 29th of August. October, 1812, a volunteer | of Alexandria. Sth of May, corporation, by com- 
company was raised in Alexandria, amounting | mittee, waited upon the President to apprize him 
to about seventy, including officers, clothed by! of the defenceless state of the town. President 


i 
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acknowledged that attention was due to the rep- 
resentations of respectable men, and the proper 
attention should be given; and, at the same time, 
apprized the committee of the impossibility, in 
the nature of things, to give complete protection 
to every assailable point of the country. 11th of 
y, committee of vigilance appointed to co- 
operate with the committees of rgetown and 
ity of Washington : a deputation from the three 
committees waited upon General Armstrong, and 
represented the necessity of additional fortifica- 
tions at Fort Washington. Colonel Wadsworth 
was ordered to attend the committee, examine, 
and report upon their suggestions. The exam- 
ination was made, and Colonel Wadsworth re- 
rted that the battery at Fort Washington was 
in such a state, and it so effectually commanded 
the channel of the Potomac, that it was not to be 
apprehended that the enemy would attempt to 
it while its present defences remained entire. 

ts elevated situations should prevent dread of a 
cannonading from ships; that, in case of designs 
against the District of Columbia, an assault by 
land was most probable. To guard against this, 
some inconsiderable work on the land was recom- 
mended; an additional fort, in the same neigh- 
borhood, was considered unnecessary. On the 
5th and 13th of August, 1814, the corporation 
loaned to the United States thirty-five thousand 
dollars, upon condition that it should be expended 
south of Alexandria. After the defeat of General 
Winder, at Bladensburg, the corporation, by com- 
mittee, waited upon the British commander, at 
this. city, to know what treatment was to be ex- 
cted, provided Alexandria should fall into his 
ands, Admiral Cockburn assured the deputa- 
tion that — property would be respected ; 
that probably some fresh provisions and flour 
might be wanted, but they should be paid for. 
Without firing a gun, on the 27th, Fort Wash- 
ington was blown up and abandoned by the com- 
manding officer, Captain Dyson, who has been 
dismissed from the service of the United States, 
by the sentence of a court martial, in consequence 


of it. 

On the 28th, after the enemy’s squadron passed 
the fort, the corporation, by deputation, proceeded 
to the ship commanded by Captain Gordon, and 
requested to know his intentions in regard to 
Alexandria; which he proposed to communicate 
when he should come opposite the town, but 
promised that the persons, houses, and furniture, 
of the citizens, should be unmolested, if he met 
with no opposition. Next day, the 29th, the Brit- 
ish squadron was drawn up in line of battle so as 
to command the whole town. There were two 
frigates, the Seahorse, thirty-eight guns, and 
Euryalus, thirty-six guns, two rocket ships of 
eighteen guns each, two bomb ships of eight guns 
each, and a schooner of two guns, arranged along 
the town. The committee will not attempt to 
condense the correspondence and terms of sur- 
render, but refer to it as a part of the report. One 
hour was allowed the corporation to decide. It 
‘was stated to the British officer that the Common 
Council had no power to compel the return of 


merchandise carried to the country, nor to com- 
pel the citizens to aid in raising the sunken ves- 
sels: these two points were yielded by the enemy, 
The enemy was requested to explain what was 
included in the term merchandise, which was to 
be taken; and, in answer, it was stated that it 
would embrace such as was intended for export- 
ation, such as tobacco, cotton, flour, bale goods, 
&c. The plunder of the enemy was indiscrimi- 
nate, and not confined to any particular class of 
individuals, and included alike non-residents and 
inhabitants. The plunder of the enemy was con- 
fined principally to flour, cotton, and tobacco. 

Estimate of the loss.—Three ships, three brigs, 
several bay and river craft, some vessels burned, 
sixteen thousand barrels of flour taken, one thou- 
sand hogsheads of tobacco, one hundred and fifty 
bales of cotton, five thousand dollars’ worth of 
wines, sugar, &c. In relation to a letter written 
by Admiral Codrington to Captain Gordon, the 
committee will refer to the entire letter of Gene- 
ral John Mason, who gives a satisfactory history 
of this transaction ; and, to complete this part of 
the subject, reference is had to the statement of 
General Hungerford, giving the movements of 
his troops, and explains the interviews he had 
with the deputation from Alexandria, on his 
march to the City of Washington. 


Conclusion. 


In the inquiry into the causes of the success of 
the enemy, ia his recent enterprises against this 
metropolis, the neighboring town of Alexandria, 
&c., the committee consulted a mode of investi- 
gation least embarrassing to themselves and to 
others. They determined that, as it was indis- 

ensable to resort to some of the parties for in- 
uanties not derivable from other sources, it 
would be equally their duty to hear, as far as 
practicable, those who were deeply concerned as 
to character and reputation, from the agency they 
had in this unfortunate transaction, with a deter- 
mination that, in the event of any contradictions 
in material circumstances, to resort to impartial 
sources for explanation or correction. In the 
meantime, the committee called upon those who 
may be considered as impartial observers, for 
statements, that a just comparison might be made 
of different allegations and representations. If, 
therefore, the committee have failed to call upon 
persons in possession of any additional facts and 
views not submitted, it has not been through a 
want of inclination to receive all that could be 
important, but from a want of a knowledge ol 
such persons and such facts. It was a question 
with the committee, at its earliest meeting, whe- 
ther personal examinations before the committee 
should be adopted, or whether resort should be 
had, in the first instance, to call for written com- 
munications to views and interrogatories submit- 
ted by the committee, and best calculated 1 
extract every important fact. Several considera- 
tions induced the adoption of the latter mode. — 

It gave the committee command of part of theit 
time to attend to other public duties equally 1m- 
perious and obligatory. It incurred no expense 
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to Government or individuals, who were not in- 
terrupted in either their private concerns or pub- 
lic duties. The committee knew the anxiety of 
the House to have this inquiry closed as soon as 
ible, and which, by a different course, would 
ave taken up the whole of the session, and en- 
cumbered with more useless and irrelevant mat- 
ter and views than will be found in the commu- 
nications. The committee feel therefore confi- 
dent, that the House will be satisfied with the 
manner in which the ne gs has been developed ; 
and to correct any possible error, and to receive 
any important fact or additional matter, although 
it ls not very en that much can remain, the 
committee will ask leave to report, with a reser- 
vation of a right to make any other communica- 
tion that may be found necessary to an impartial 
examination of this subject. 





APPENDIX. 


In addition to the report of the committee, in 
order to give a more satisfactory view and detail 
upon the main subjects of inquiry, and a variety 
of incidental matter which has arisen from the 
a the following communications are 
referred to as an appendix: 

1, In relation to the measures adopted by Ad- 
ministration, and the part taken by the President 
and the Heads of Departments, the committee 
refer to the letters from the Secretaries of State, 
War, Navy, and the Attorney General: one is 
also expected from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which shall be communicated when received. 

2. In relation to the steps taken and measures 
adopted by the Secretary of War, the committee 
refer to the correspondence with the Command- 
ing General, the Governors of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, the letters of Colonel 
Tayloe, two reports from the ordnance office, as 
to arms, military stores, &c. 

3. The conduct of the Commanding General, 
the collection and dispositions of the loroes and 
the conduct and movements of different corps, 
the committee refer to the narrative of General 
Winder, his correspondence with the States of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, the War 
Department, and various officers, the reports of 
General Smith, General Young, General Stans- 
bury, Colonel Sterret, Major William Pinkney, 
Genera) Douglas, Colonel Minor, Colonel Beall, 
and Commodore Barney’s official letter. 

4. In relation to the measures and arrange- 
ments and acts of the Navy Department, includ- 
ing the destruction of the Navy Yard and the 


public property, as well as the destruction of the | 


public buildings in the city, the committee refer 
to a report from the Secretary of the Navy, a re- 

rt from Commodore Tingey, and a report from 
Mr. Munroe, Superintendent of the Public Build- 
ings. 

5. In relation to the capture and capitulation 
of Alexandria, the committee refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the court martial upon Captain Dy- 
son, the correspondence between him and the 
Secretary of War, as to the abandonment of the 
fort, the report of the corporation of Alexandria, 
including the terms of surrender, &c., and the 
letter from General Mason, relating to a letter 
from Admiral Codrington. 

6. In relation to general information and inci- 
dental topics, the committee refer to Mr. Law, 
General Van Ness, and Doctor Catlett. 





A LIST OF THE DOCUMENTS. 


1. A report of the Army, its strength and dis- 
tribution, previous to the first of July, 1814. 

2. Letter of Colonel Monroe, then Secretary of 
State. 

3. Letter of General Armstrong, late Secretary 
of War. 

4, Letter from the honorable William Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

5. Letters from the honorable Richard Rush, 
Attorney General. 

6. Communication from the War Department, 
including the orders in relation to the tenth mili- 
tary district, the requisition of the fourth of July, 
and the correspondence with the Governors of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland, and with 
General Winder. 

7. The narrative of General Winder. 

8. Reports of Generals Stansbury, Douglas, 
Smith, Young, and Hungerford; Colonels Ster- 
ret, Minor, Tayloe, Lavall, and Beall; Major 
Pinkney, and Captains Burch and Caldwell. 

9. Report from the Navy Department, includ- 
ing the official report of Commodore Barney. 

10. Letters from General Van Ness, Doctor 
Catlett, and John Law, Esq. 

11. Reports from the Ordnance Department. 

12. Sentence of ‘the court martial in relation 
to Captain Dyson, and the correspondence be- 
tween him and the Secretary of War. 

13. Report from the corporation of Alexandria, 
including the capitulation, and letter from Gene- 
ral John Mason. 

14. Report from the Superintendent of the 
Public Buildings. 

15. William Simmons’s letter. 
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No. 1. 
A Report of the Army, its strength and distribution, previous to the lst of July, 1814, 














DISTRICTS. Effectives. | Aggregate. STATION. 
eee iashMa CREAR ee ir 
District No. 1. 
40th Regiment infantry - it 352 379 Boston, Portsmouth, Portland, and 
Artillerists -. : 363 276 Eastport. 
Total - + - - 615 655 
District No. 2. 
Artillerists - - - - 127 149 New London. 
37th Regiment Infantry - = - 490 565 Ditto. 
Total - - - - 617 O06 
District No. 3. 
Artillerists  - - 378 370 
32d Regiment infentry pone 335 602 
4lst do. «Can 628 692 New York. 
42d do. - - 331 374 
Sea Fencibles- - - - 77 78 
NE 543: hee _ 1849 | 2,116 | 
District No. 4. 
Artillerisis - - - - 108 108 Fort Mifflin, recruiting rendezvous. 
Dragoons Sis tKe a) om 200 200 
Toal - - - - 308 308 
District No. 5. 
Artillerists - - 210 224 
20th Regiment Infantry ws ie Norte 
35th do. sit-in 873 912 
38th do. Ist bat. - - 
Artillerists - - 65 111 
38th Regiment, 2d battalion - 300 316 Baltimore. 
Sea Mencibles- - - - 167 173 
Artillerists - - - - 40 40 Annapolis. 
Do. 2 end oorpyde 79 82 Fort ashington. 
36th Regiment Infantry - - 320 350 St. Mary’s. 
BOL eee: 2. 2,154 2,208 
District No. 6. 
Dragoons oot. leh ocd alee 135 141 
a lerists - ir Syl 413 430 
— Regiment Infantry iT vo es North and South Carolina and 
43d do. 261 269 Georgia. 
Ist Rifle Regiment, 1st Company 87 92 | 
Sea Fencibles - = - 100 102. {J 
ee 2,127 | 2,244 
District No. 7. 
Artillerists - - - 339 351 : 
2d Regiment Infantry 7 ee 408 422 New Orleans, Mobile, and the Creek 
3d do. ie 400 420 nation. 
7th do. - - 670 694 
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DISTRICTS. Effectives. | Aggregate. STATION. 
SS a ee 
District No. 7—continued. | 
39th Regiment Infantry - fe ke 370 394 ye Orleans, Mobile, and the Creek 
44th do. . 89 97 nation. 
Total - - - - - 2,276 2.378 
District ie. 8. 
Artillerists = - - - 142 179 | 
17th ey Re a te oe 
I ALLS. vial 
a do. ‘= ‘ * i 1591 | 762 Detroit, Sandwich, Sandusky, &c. 
— a. + - | 
eee ss eee 317 | 423 
es | hl 71 | 108 
oe 2 Saat ge | oa 
—_—_— ——— 
District No. 9. | 
Light Artillery a oe. |- 08...) 
Dragoons | im 97 6©| ~=«(102 
Artillerists - - - - = 181 195 
4th Regiment Infantry - -_ - 655 751 
5th do. - - - 275 407 
6th do. - - - 250 518 
10th do. ‘om. 8 254 327 
12th do. ed Ie ie 482 | 752 
pe a Paw LING © io ao Ist, or division of the right. 
15th do. - - - 317 | 549 
16th do. - . . 299 434 
29th* do. - - - 364 515 
30th* do. er ae 274 354 
31st* do. . - - 90 99 
32d* do. - - - 165 236 
34th* do. - 183 240 | 
Ist Rifle Regiment, 2d battalion - 223 276 
Total - - - -| 4,908 7,108 
The recruits of the above re fenciatn: 
the 48th Infantry, three hundred 
dragoons, and two hundred and 
sixty-four light artillerists, under 
orders to join this division, will 
amountto -  - -| 4,687 4,687 
Total - . . - - 9.595 11,795 
Light Artillery - 2" 60 66 
Dragoons, (troops mounted) ee 443 557 
Artillerists - eS ak, 624 687 
9th Regiment Infantry sae oes Ne 227 501 Buffalo, Oswego, and Sackett’s Har- 
11th do. - - - 492 628 bor. 
21st do. <iett Loa, 458 664 
25th do. - - 392 606 
Ist Rifle Regiment, 1st battalion - 345 345 
Total - - oe ees ae 4,074 - 


es 


* Year’s men re-enlisting. 
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No. 1—Continued. 
DISTRICT. | Effectives. | Aggregate. STATION. 
Under orders to join this division: 
Artiligiotj) - +. -., = 248 248 
Ist Regiment Infantry - - - 200 214 
22d do. ee 359 517 
23d do. ° phi 600 650 
The recruits of the Ist, 9th, 11th, 
2ist, and 25th, under orders to join, 
amountto - - - ie 910 910 
Total - - - - -| 5348 6,613 
ABSTRACTS OF TOTALS, 
Districts. | Effectives. Aggregate. 
eres «- 5 we RE el Re i Fe 615 655 
rene fs ell ll mlm UR TM 8 617 714 
© ee lw pe EET es SI Se Nis 1,849 2,116 
ee 6 we 6 8) SE) a cee be 308 308 
District No.5 -~— - ee ge ae at : - - 2,154 2,208 
ne ee ee bl BIS ew ie i ue 2,127 2,244 
ys coe em eT RE wy, ethos be 2,276 2,378 
ee 2 Se we oe BEY we) te als 2,121 2,472 
EO 64 ie wy eh SAE HLS he 9,595 11,795 
ae le 8 he a we hey) Ve 5,348 6,613 
27,010 31,503 
No. 2. march when called on. The whole force to be 
Letters of Colonel Monroe, then Secretary of wena the command of an officer of the regu- 
State. a: 


WasuincTon Ciry, Nov. 13, 1814. 


The events in France having greatly aug- 
mented the disposable force of the enemy, and 
his disposition to employ it against the United 
States hiler well known, the safety of this Me- 
tropolis was thought to require particular atten- 
tion. 

On or about the first of July last, the President 
convened the Heads of Departments and the At- 
torney General, to consult them on the measures 
which it would be proper to adopt for the safety 
of this city and District. He appeared to have 
digested a plan of the force to be called immedi- 
ately into the field; the additional force to be 
kept under orders to march at a moment’s notice ; 
its composition, and necessary equipment. It 
seemed to be his object, that some position should 
be taken between the Eastern Branch and the 
Patuxent, with two or three thousand men, and 
that an additional force of ten or twelve thousand, 
including the militia of the District, should be 
held in readiness, in the neighboring States, to 


The measures suggested by the President were 
approved by all the members of the Administra- 
tion. The Secretaries of War and Navy gave 
the information required of them, incident to 
their respective departments. The former stated 
the regular force which he could draw together 
at an early day, infantry and cavalry ; the amount 
of the militia of the District ; and the States from 
which he should draw the remaining force in 
contemplation, and in what proportions. The 
latter stated the aid which he could afford, from 
the officers and seamen of the flotilla on the Pa- 
tuxent, and the marines at the navy yard, on the 
Eastern Branch. The result of the meeting prom- 
ised prompt and efficacious measures for carrying 
these objects into execution. The command of 
this whole force, with that of the district No. 5, 
was given to Brigadier General Winder.. 

On the 5th of July I went to Virginia, whence 
I returned on or about the 25th. After my re- 
turn, I was much engaged in the affairs of my 
own depaartment. 

Calling on the President on the morning of the 
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18th of August, he informed me that the enemy 
had entered the Patuxent in considerable force, 
and were landing at Benedict. I remarked that 
this city was their object. He concurred in the 
opinion. I offered to proceed immediately to 
Benedict, with a troop of horse, to observe their 
force, report it, with my opinion of iheir objects, 
and, should they advance on this city, to retire 
before them, communicating regularly their move- 
ments to the Government. This proposal was 
acceded to. Captain Thornton, of Alexandria, 
was ordered to accompany me, with a detach- 
ment of twenty-five or thirty of the dragoons of 
the District. I set out at about 1 P. M. on the 
19th, and‘arrived at 10 next morning in sight of 
the enemy’s squadron, lying before Benedict, and 
continued to be a spectator of their movements 
until after the action at Bladensburg on the 24th. 

The annexed notes contain information which 
I communicated to the Government, of the force 
and designs of the enemy. 

In retiring from Nottingham, late in the even- 
ing of the ast, after writing a note to the Presi- 
dent, I observed a column of the enemy in the 
rear of the town, which I concluded had passed 
from Benedict by a road near the river, moving 
in concert with the barges. The number I could 
not ascertain, having seen its head only. I went 
immediately to Mr. Oden’s, where I met Colonel 
Beall, whom I had before seen at Nottingham. 
He had taken a view of the enemy’s column from 
a commanding height contiguous to the town. 
From his statement we both concluded that it 
must have amounted to between four and five 
thousand men. The force in the barges was sup- 
posed to exceed one thousand; so that the whole 
force of the enemy might be estimated at about 
six thousand. Hearing that General Winder was 
at the Woodyard, I hastened to him. He had 
there about two thousand two hundred men, con- 
sisting of the marines, Colonel Lavall’s cavalry, 
and the city and Georgetown militia. I under- 
stood that he either then gave orders, or repeated 
those he had before given, to a part of the militia 
at Baltimore, and to Colonel Beall, who com- 
manded six or seven hundred at Annapolis, to 
move towards Bladensburg to his support. 

On the morning of the 22d, General Winder 
put his force in motion from the Woodyard 
towards Nottingham. At 5, Lavall’s cavalry met 
the enemy a mile in advance of Mr. Oden’s. 
They were in full march, as was inferred, for 
Washington, with intention to attack General 
Winder. Our cavalry retired before the enemy, 
and General Winder, after reconnoitering his 
force as well as the nature of the ground would 
admit, retired the head of his column towards the 
Woodyard, with intention to concentrate his force 
and form it in line. It was soon perceived that 
the enemy had taken a road to his right, in a di- 
rection to Upper Marlborough, at which place 
they arrived about 2 P. M. on that day. General 
Winder retired by the Woodyard to a place called 
the Old Fields, which covered equally Bladens- 
burg, the bridges on the Eastern Branch, and 
Fort Washington. Commodore Barney joined 
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him there with the flotilla men, amounting to 
about five hundred. 

Late on the evening of the 22d, the President, 
with the Secretaries of War, Navy, and Attorney 
General, joined General Winder at the Old Fields, 
and remained with him until the afternoon of 
the 23d. 

After mid-day on the 23d, General Winder de- 
tached Major Peter with some field pieces, and 
Captains Davidson and Stull’s companies, to skir- 
mish with the enemy near Mosiaeeuale who 
advanced on him, and took a position near the 
camp at the Old Fields, menacing it with attack, 
either that night or early the next morning. 
General Winder retired, and passed the Eastern 
Branch into the my that night. Colonel Tilgh- 
man, with his cavalry, remained on the road be- 
tween Marlborough and Bladensburg. 

General Stansbury, with a part of his brigade, 
arrived at Bladensburg on the evening of the 22d, 
and the remainder arrived there on the evening 
of the 23d. This brigade amounted to between 
two thousand two. hundred and two thousand 
three hundred men. 

In the afternoon of the 23d, the President, with 
the Secretaries of War and Navy, returned to 
Washington. The Attorney General, and several 
respectable friends from the city, proceeded with 
me to the road leading from Marlborough to Bla- 
densburg. Late that evening, I heard of the ad- 
vance of the enemy on the party under Major 
Peter, and against General Winder. 

Not knowing the result, I hastened to General 

Stansbury’s quarters at Bladensburg, and fouud 
him encamped on the height beyond the village 
on the road leading to Marlborough. He had 
just heard of the enemy’s movement, but was 
ikewise unacquainted with the result. I had the 
pleasure to meet there Colonel Sterret and Major 
Pinkney. I advised the General to fall forthwith 
on the enemy’s rear, although it was then 12 
o’clock at night. He observed, that he had been 
ordered to take post at Bladensburg, and did not 
think himself at liberty to leave it; but, had it 
been otherwise, as a considerable portion of his 
force had just arrived, after-a very fatiguing 
march, that it would not be in his power tomarch 
that night. I proceeded to the city, where I heard 
that General Winder had crossed the Eastern 
Branch, and taken post near the Navy Yard. 

In the morning of the 24th, I met the President 
at General Winder’s quarters. Among other ru- 
mors of the enemy’s movements, the General had 
just heard that he was marching towards Bla- 
densburg. I asked if General Stansbury was 
apprized of it. He presumed that he was. I 
offered to join him. The President and General 
Winder both expressed a wish that I would. I 
lost not a moment in complying with their desire. 
Between 11 and 12 I joined General Stansbury, 
who had moved his brigade on this side of the 
Eastern Branch, near the bridge. I inquired 
where were the enemy? He replied, advancing, 
not more than three miles distant. I advised the 





General to form his troops to receive them, which 
he immediately commenced. The order of battle 
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was formed on the presumption that his brigade 
would alone have to meet the enemy in the first 
instance. Major Pinkney, with a battalion of 
riflemen, was placed to the right of the ed to 
support it; another corps was placed on the left 
for the same purpose, and the fifth Baltimore 
regiment in the rear. On forming the line on the 
brow of the hill, and extending the right to cover 
the road leading to Washington, it was found that 
the left would be much exposed, as it scarcely 
extended to the rear of the battery. If the battery 
should be forced, which seemed probable, the 
enemy’s column would turn our left, and, ascend- 
ing the heights and commanding the most ad- 
vantageous grounds, force us towards the city. 
This joduoed, at a late period, the removal of the 
fifth Baltimore regiment from the rear of the bat- 
tery to the left of the line, a measure taken with 
reluctance, and in haste. Colonel Beall’s corps 
had entered Bladensburg from another route, and 
was at that moment approaching the bridge. 
Captain Thornton was sent to lead it to the height 
to the right of the road, which commanded the 
whole of the ground held by General Stansbury’s 
brigade. It was deemed important to occupy that 
height to protect the line to the left, and likewise 
to impede the enemy’s movement by the road 
towards the city. The cavalry were placed to 
the left, somewhat in the rear of the line. After 
General Stansbury had made this disposition, 
Mr. Walter Jones, junior, set out, at my request, 
for the city, to communicate it to the President, 
the Secretary of War, and General Winder, with 
the near approach of the enemy. 

Immediately after this General Winder arrived, 
and informed us that his whole force was in full 
march to Bladensburg. On taking a view of the 
order which had been formed, he approved of it. 
This was the more satisfactory, because it had 
then become impossible to make any essential 
change. The General proceeded promptly, for 
the enemy were getting in sight, to make a dispo- 
sition of such of his troops as had arrived. He 
placed one corps near the battery, to support it, 
and some pieces of artillery on the left of General 
Stansbury’s line. We then passed to the right 
along the line. Near the road, leading from Bla- 
densburg to Washington, we met the Secretary 
of War, and immediately afterwards, at the road, 
I met the President and Mr. Rush, who had just 
arrived, and who, joining with me, the Secretary 
of War, and General Winder, proceeded together 
towards the left of the line. Mr. Rush informed 
me that the President intended, when every ar- 
rangement should be completed, to take a position 
with the members of the Administration in the 
rear of the line, that, looking to all the functions 
of the Government, he might be able to act with 
their counsel according tocircumstances. Shortl 
afterwards the President gave me the same inti- 
mation. The action may be said to have com- 
menced, when we had arrived in the rear of the 
battery near the bridge. The enemy had saluted 
us with rockets, and, attempting to pass the bridge, 
our little batteries had begun to play on them. 
After some pause, the President remarked to the 


Secretary of War and myself, that it would now 
be proper for us to retire in the rear, leaving the 
military movement to military men, which we 
did. The Attorney General followed us. After 


,| our little batteries were carried, and the left of 


our line broken, the President, with the members 
of the Administration present, retired along the 
eminence on which the left of the line had been 
formed, viewing the progress of the action to the 
right. On, or near the summit of this ground, | 
separated from the President, and the other gen- 
tlemen of the Administration with him; they 
continuing to move slowly towards the city, I re- 
maining to view the enemy’s progress. At this 
moment I fell in again with Mr. W. Jones, jun., 
who had been charged, as already mentioned, 
after the line was formed, with a communication 
to the President, the Secretary of War, and to 
General Winder. Hearing on the road that the 
General had passed him, he had immediately re- 
turned, and delivered to him the message in my 
presence, and afterwards remained with the Bal- 
timore troops during the action. Inclining to 
the left, we hastened to the Capitol, where we 
met the Secretary of War and General Winder. 
The General consulted the Secretary of War and 
me, on the propriety of making an attempt to 
rally the troops on the Capitol Hill. We both 
advised him to rally and form them on the heights 
above Georgetown, believing, as I did, that much 
would be hazarded by an attempt near the Capi- 
tol. I knew that a column of the enemy had ad- 
vanced from the high ground which had been held 
by our troops, and meeting, as they would, with 
no opposition, might take possession of the heights 
above the city, and thus force our troops, in case 
of a new disaster, to the plain between the Capi- 
tol, the Kastern Branch, and the Potomac; where- 
as, by occupying the heights above Georgetown, 
the enemy must either attack us to disadvantage, 
or, entering the city, expose his right flank and 
rear to an attack from us. 
JAMES MONROE. 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe to the President 
of the United States, dated 


Aavasco MILLs, 7 oe Benedict, 
Aug. 20, 1814, 1 o’clock, P. M. 


Dear Sir: [arrived here this morning at eight 
o’clock, and have been since within four miles of 
Benedict, at Butler’s mill, where it was reported 
the enemy, on their march, had arrived. The 
report was unfounded. The enemy landed yes- 
terday at Benedict, and had advanced their pick- 
ets within a mile and a halfof that mill, for secu- 
rity. From a height between that mill and the 
Patuxent, 1 had a view of their shipping; but, 
being at the distance of three miles, and having 
no glass, we could not countthem. We shall take 
better views in the course of the evening, and 
should anything be seen material, I will immedi- 
ately advise you of it. The general idea is, that 
they are still debarking their troops, the number 
of which I have not obtained any satisfactory 
information of. The general idea also is, that 


| 


es < ii 


— 
—_ 


- o.cd 


ae it i Oe, te” i ee ee, ee Mie Ol i, 6. eee: ee ee! 


nt 


ow 
~~ 


ons St 8 hee OU 





1561 


APPENDIX. 





1562 





Capture of the City of Washington. 











Washington is their object ; but of this I can form | Copy of a letter from James Monroe to the President 


noopinionatthistime. The best security against 
this attempt is an adequate preparation to repel it. 
Respectfully, your friend and servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe to the President 
of the United States, dated 


Horse Heap, August 21, 1814. 


Dear Sir: [ quartered last night near Char- 
lotte Hall, and took a view this morning, at eight 
o’clock, from a commanding height below Bene- 
dict creek, of all the enemy’s shipping near the 
town and down the river, to the distance at least 
of eight or ten miles. I counted twenty-three 
square-rigged vessels; few others were to be seen, 
and very few barges. I inferred, from the latter 
circumstance, that the enemy had moved up the 
river, either against Commodore Barney’s flotilla 
at Nottingham, confining their views to that 
object, or taking that in their way, and aiming at 
the city, in combination with the force on the 
Potomac, of which I have no correct information. 
I had, when I left Aquasco mills last night, in- 
tended to have passed over to the Potomac, after 
giving you an account of their vessels from the 
height below Benedict; but, observing the very 
tranquil scene which I have mentioned, I was led, 
by the inference I drew from it, to hasten back 
to take a view of the enemy’s movements in this 
en which it might be more important for the 

overnment to be made acquainted with. [am 
now on the main road from Washington to Ben- 
edict, twelve miles from the latter, and find that 
no troops have passed in this direction. The 
reports make it probable that a force by land and 
water has been sent against the flotilla. I shall 
proceed with Captain Thornton’s troop immedi- 
ately to Nottingham, and write thence whatever 
may be deserving of notice. 

_The ne have plundered the country, to the 
cations of three or four miles, of all their stock, 

C. 
The intelligence of the enemy’s force in the 
Potomac varies here as much as in Washington. 
1 have no means of forming a correct estimate 


of it. 
JAMES MONROE. 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe to Brigadier Gen- 
eral Winder, dated 


Norrtincuam, August 21, 1814. 
Sir: The enemy are now within four hundred 
yards of the shore. There are but three barges 
at hand, and the force in view is not considerable. 
If you send five or six hundred men, if you could 
not save the town, you may perhaps cut off their 
retreat or rear. JAMES MONROE, 


P.S. Ten or twelve more barges in view. 
There are but two muskets in town, and a few 
scattering militia. 

Five o’clock. Thirty or forty barges in view. 

J 


of the United States. 


The enemy are advanced six miles on the road 
to the Woodyard, and our troops retiring. Our 
troops were on the march to meet them, but in too 
small a body toengage. General Winder propo- 
ses to retire till he can collect them in a body. 
The enemy are in full march for Washington. 
Have the materials prepared to destroy the brid es. 

J. MONROE. 

Monday, nine o’clock. You had better remove 

the records. 





No. 3. 
Letter of General Arent late Secretary of 
War. 


Lapergorig, October 17, 1814. 


Sir: An occasional absence from the place of 
my usual residence prevented me from receiving 
the letter you did me the honor to write to me on 
the third instant, until this morning. I now has- 
ten to fulfil the injunctions of the committee, in 
giving to them “such information, views, and re- 
marks, as are deemed pertinent to the subject of 
their inquiry, and best calculated for an impartial 
investigation of the causes of the success of the 
enemy in his recent enterprise against the Me- 
tropolis, and the neighboring town of Alexandria.” 

* Of the manner in which the public buildings, 
and other property, were destroyed, and of the 
amount thereof,” I know nothing personally, nor 
have I recourse to any documents which would 
enable me to make a satisfactory communication 
on these points. 

The enemy’s success in his late enterprise 
against the City of Washington, &c., must neces- 
sarily be traced to one of two causes: the incom- 
petency of the means projected and employed to 
repel his attack, or, the mismanagement or mis- 
conduct of these. 

Under the first head may be noticed, What was 
the force contemplated and ordered by the Gov- 
ernment ascompetent? What was that actually 
assembled and employed? And what other, or 
additional means were at the disposal of the Gov- 
ernment? 

The second head would furnish an inquiry 
strictly military, viz: Whether all was done, that 
was necessary and practicable, by the Command- 
ing General and the troops under his direction ? 
For such an inquiry I am not prepared,and what, 
under either head, I may be able to offer, will 
but be a detail of facts coming within my official 
cognizance, without any admixture of opinions. 

Early in the month of June last,a call was 
made on the War Department for a general re- 
port of the numbers of regular troops and militia 
employed by the United States, and the distribu- 
tion which had been made of these for the service 
of the present campaign. This statement was 

promptly rendered, and submitted by the Presi- 
dent to the Heads of Departments. It is not re- 
collected that any alteration of the provisions 
exhibited by this document was either made or sug- 
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. Areference to it will show what was the 
orce then deemed competent for the defence of 
military district No. 5. of which the City of Wash- 
7 made part.* 
he better to secure the Seat of Government, 
&c., from the attacks of the enemy, and to relieve 
the War Department from details, not making 
rt of its regular duties, and incident to district 

o. 5,as then constituted, a military district, com- 
prehending that portion of country lying between 
the panne and Potomac rivers, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the State of Maryland, 
was created on the 2d July last, and placed under 
the command of Brigadier General Winder, who 
had been specially assigned by the President to 
that service. 

In an interview with this officer, soon after his 
apnmpiment, his attention was invited to the state 
of the existing defences within the limits of his 
command; to an examination of the different 
routes by which the enemy might approach the 
capital ; to the selection of points best calculated 
to retard and to stop his movements, if directed 
thereto; and to the indication of such new de- 
fences, field or permanent, as he might deem ne- 
cessary or practicable. The better to enable him 
to discharge these and other duties, a —— 
staff, composed of an Assistant Adjutant General, 
an Assistant Inspector General, and two Assist- 
ant Topographical Engineers, were assigned to 
the district. 

On the Ist July a consultation of the Heads of 
Departments was had. The questions proposed 
for discussion were two: 

1. By what means can the Seat of Government 
and Baltimore be defended, in case the enemy 
should make these cities objects of attack ? 

2. Should he select the former, will his ap- 
proach be made by way of the Potomac, or by 
that of the Patuxent ? 

On these questions, I took the liberty of offer- 
ing the following statements and opinions: 

1. That the principal defence to be relied upon, 
for either place, was militia; that, besides the 
artillerists composing the garrisons of Forts Mc- 
Henry and Washington, about one thousand reg- 
ular troops only could be collected, viz: the thirty- 
sixth regiment, one battalion of the pasar ips , 
two troops of dragoons, two companies of the 
tenth, ordered from North Carolina, and believed 
to be on their march, one company of the twelfth, 
and two companies of sea fencibles; that the 
number of militia called into service should be 
proportioned to the known or probable strength of 
the enemy, and be taken from the States of Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania: that it is not 
believed that the enemy will hazard a blow at 
either place with a force less than five thousand 
men ; that, to repel one of this extent, we should 
require at least double that number of militia; 
that these should be assembled at some interme- 
diate point between Baltimore and the District of 
Columbia, leaving the sedentary or undraughted 





* This document is in possession of the President. 
No copy of it was retained by me. 


ce 
militia of both places an auxiliary force at the 
disposition of the Commanding General, and that 
arms and ammunition were in depot and ready 
for their _— 

[Under this head, the Secretary of the Navy 
stated, that the removal or destruction of the fio- 
tilla would put at his disposition between six and 
eight hundred seamen, and that the marines then 
in barracks exceeded one hundred.] 

2. That the navigation of the Potomac is long 
and sinuous, and, if not doubtful as to practica- 
bility by large ships, is at least uncertain in rela- 
tion to the time its ascent may occupy; while 
that of the Patuxent is short and safe, and may 
be calculated with sufficient precision for military 
purposes; that, should the enemy ascend the for- 
mer, his object is unmasked—he at once declares 
his destination—and of course leaves us at liberty 
to concentrate our whole force against him ; that, 
on the other hand, should he ascend the Patux- 
ent, (or South river,) his object is uncertain—it 
may be the flotilla, or Baltimore, or Washington; 
and that, as long as his point of attack is unknown, 
so long must our force remain divided ; that these 
considerations suggest the preference he will pro- 
bably give to the Patuxent, but that this route is 
not without objections; that a separation from 
his fleet,and a land march of twenty miles through 
a country covered with wood, and offering at 
every step strong positions for defence, becomes 
inevitable; that, if these circumstances be turned 
to proper account against him, if he be not abso- 
lutely stopped, his march will be much retarded; 
that this state of things, on which every wise 
General will calculate, renders necessary a provi- 
sion train, or the establishment of small interme- 
diate posts, to keep open his communication 
with his shipping; that the loss of these would 
make his situation perilous; and that, should the 
main battle be given near Washington, and be 
to him disastrous, or even doubtful, his destruc- 
tion is complete ; that, after all, believing he will 
not hazard the movement but with a very supe- 
rior force, or one he thinks such, it is also believed 
that he will prefer this route. 

Conformably to these opinions, an order was 
taken to assemble a corps and forma camp at 
such point between the City of Washington and 
Baltimore as might be selected by the Command- 
ing General. 

n the 4th of July the militia requisition of 
that date was issued, and of that requisition two 
thousand effectives from the quota of Virginia; 
five thousand from that of Pennsylvania; six 
thousand, the whole quota of Maryland; and two 
thousand, the estimated number of the militia of 
the District, were put at the disposition of the 
Commanding General. General Stewart’s bri- 
gade was already in service, under the authority 
of the State, and had been supplied with arms, 
ammunition, tents, &c., by the War Department. 

At a later period, when discovered that the 
draughts could not be brought together, but slow- 
ly, and with difficulty, a call upon the militia, en 
masse, Was suggested by the General, and imme- 
diately authorized. 
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Of the force actually assembled and employed 
I cannot speak with precision, as no return of 
these troops had been made to the War Depart- 
ment during my connexion with it. In the letter 
of the Commanding General, of the 27th of Au- 
ust, he states the whole force assembled at Bla- 
Gensburg, on the 24th of that month, at five thous- 
and men; a number less by two-thirds than that 
which had been required. This amazing defici- 
ency is thus accounted for by him: “The slow 
progress of draught, and the imperfect organiza- 
tion, with the ineffectiveness of the laws to com- 
pel them ‘to turn out, rendered it impossible to 
procure more. The militia of this State, and of 
the contiguous parts of Virginia and Pennsylva- 
nia, were called en masse ; but the former militia 
law of Pennsylvania had expired on the Ist of 
June or July, and the one adopted in its place is 
not to take effect, in organizing the militia, be- 
fore October. No aid, therefore, has been received 
from that State.” 


The third and last point of inquiry under this 
head is, what other or additional means of defence 
were within the reach of Government ? 


Of naval means Iam not a competent judge, 
nor do I know what, of this description, were ac- 
tually employed, nor what it was possible to have 
superadded ; but of those strictly military, I know 
none within the view of this question that were 
omitted. It may be supposed that permanent for- 
tifications should have been multiplied; yet, of 
works of this character, but one was suggested 
from any quarter entitled to respect, and this was 
a committee of bankers, who thought a new work 
on the Potomac, and below Fort Washington, de- 
sirable. To this suggestion it was answered, that 
a small work would be unavailing, and that, to 
erect one of sufficient size and strength, was im- 
practicable, for want of money. An offer was 
then made to supply that want by loaning to the 
United States $200,000, on condition that this 
sum should be devoted to the special object of de- 
fending the District. An agreement to this effect 
was made, and the money promised to be paid 
into the Treasury on the 24th of August. The 
events of that day put an end to the business, and 
at the same time furnished evidence of the falli- 
bility of the plan, had it even been executed, by 
showing that no works on the Potomac will, of 
themselves, be a sufficient defence for the Seat of 
Government. The considerations which govern- 
ed = own opinion on this subject, and which 
may have governed that of others, were, that to 
put Washington hors d’insulte, by means of for- 
tifications, would, from physical causes, among 
which is the remoteness from each other of the 
several points to be defended, have exhausted the 
Treasury; that bayonets are known to form the 
most efficient barriers; and that there was no 
reason, in this case, to doubt beforehand the wil- 
lingness of the country to defend it. 


In this brief statement you are presented with 
a view of the force contemplated and ordered by 
the Government; of the means taken to assem- 
ble that force through the usual medium of the 
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Commanding General ;* of that actually assem- 

bled and employed ; and lastly, of my impressions 

? etme to any other or additional means of 
efence. 
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I now proceed to the second subject of inquiry, 


the employment of the means we had, and the 
conduct of the troops. 


On the —— day of August was received the 


first notice of the arrival of Admiral Cochrane 
in the bay; and on the same day advices were 
brought, that he was entering and ascending the 
Patuxent. i 
the General, and he was instructed to take a po- 
sition near the enemy. On the 22d he was ad- 
vised to hang on their rear and flank a heavy 
corps, while he opposed to them another in their 
front. 
three: i 
this disposition interposed a corps between them 
and that city; if they aimed at Washington, it 
menaced their communication with their fleet, 
and the security of their return, and was, there- 
fore, most likely to hold them in check ; and last- 


These facts were communicated to 


_ reasons for thus advising him were 
if Baltimore was the object of the enemy, 


ly, it did not forbid a concentration of force in 
their front, at a later period and by a forced 
march. On the evening of the 22d I repaired to 
the army, and found it at the Old Fields, six or 
eight allen distant from the enemy. A part of 
the corps contemplated for the service mentioned 
in the preceding article had joined General Win- 
der, and of the other part (under General Stans- 
bury) no correct account could be given. I took 
this occasion to urge the necessity of a speedy 
concentration of our force, and of the usefulness 
of pushing our pickets frequently and freely upon 
those of the enemy, as the best means of circum- 
scribing his supplies; of gaining a knowledge of 
his strength, (of which the accounts were va- 
rious,) and of preventing a stolen march, which 
was to be suspected. I was glad to find the Gen- 
eral entertained similar views, and that they were 
in a train of execution. In the afternoon of the 
23d I returned to Washington, and during the 
night of that day the President transmitted to me 
the letter, of which that which follows is a copy: 


*The Presipent of the United States: 

“The enemy are advanced six miles on the road 
to the Woodyard, and our troops retiring. Our 
troops were on the march to meet them, but in 
too small a body to engage. General Winder pro- 

oses to retire till he can collect them in a body. 
The enemy are in full march for Washington. 
Have the materials prepared to destroy the 


bridges. 
“JAMES MONROE. 
“Tuesday, 9 o’clock. You had better remove 
the records.” 


On the morning of the 24th I received a note 
from General Winder, informing me of his re- 





* His exertions were occasionally aided, and his au- 
thority enforced, by the War Department. See Col. 
Tayloe’s letter enclosed ; and let me pray that this gen- 
tleman may be examined on the subject of it by the com- 
mittee. 





1567 


treat and the approach of the enemy, and “ask- 
me counsel from me, or from the Government.” 
This letter was late inreachingme. It had been 
opened, and passed through other hands. The 
moment I received it I hastened, with the late 
Secretary of the Treasury, to the General’s quar- 
ters. e found there the President, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and the Attorney General. 
General Winder was on the point of joining the 
troops, at Bladensburg, whither, it was now un- 
derstood, the enemy was also marching. I took 
for granted that he had received the counsel he 
required ; for, to me, he neither stated doubt nor 
di —_ nor plan of attack or of defence. This 
state of things gave occasion to a conversation, 

rincipally conducted by the President and the 

ecretary of the Treasury, which terminated in 
understanding that I should repair to the troops, 
and give such directions as were required by the 
urgency of the case. I lost not a moment in ful- 
filling this intention, and had barely time to re- 
connoitre the march of the enemy, and to inform 
myself of our own arrangements, when I again 
met the President, who told me that he had come 
to anew determination, and that the military 
functionaries should be left to the discharge of 
their own duties, on their own responsibilities. 
I now became, of course, a mere spectator of the 
combat. 

If our field combinations were not the most 
scientific, it ought to be recollected that many of 
our troops were incapable of receiving those of 
the best form,* and that circumstances had ren- 
dered the order of battle, on our part, nearly for- 
tuitous. “Much of the largest portion of our 
force,” says the General, in his letter of the 27th 
of August, “arrived on the ground when the ene- 
my was in sight, and were disposed of to support 
in the best manner, the oon which Genera 
Stansbury had taken. They had barely reached 
the ground before the action commenced. 

These facts may also explain why we had no 
guns in battery in the line of the bridge over 
which the enemy passed? why a brick house, 
which enfiladed that bridge, and was partially 
fortified, should not have been unroofed and oc- 
cupied ? and why a frame storehouse should have 
been left to cover the head of the enemy’s column, 
and its subsequent display ? &c. 

If, also, the most efficient corps of the army 
was left out of the origina! arrangement, and but 
got into the line when other parts of it “ were 
retreating, and apparently in much disorder,” it 
will not be forgotten that this corps was distinct 
and independent, and that the General had no 
authority, of right, to command it. I witnessed 
the disquietude of the gallant officer who led this 
corps, at having been assigned to a duty which, 
in his own strong language, “ but required a cor- 
poral and six men.” The lateness with which 





* Upon my inquiring why the dragoons had not been 
imbodied, masked, and made to charge the right flank 
of the enemy, the General replied, that an officer of 
that corps assured him that his men could not be 
brought to a charge. 
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he got into a post of more distinction, I consider 
as one of the causes of the disasters of the day; 
but, without all doubt, the determining cause of 
these is to be found in that love of life which. jn 
many of the corps, predominated over a love of 
country and of honor. In illustration of this fact 
I refer to the official reports of General Winder 
and of Commodore Barney, and shall close this 
letter by adopting the opinion of the former, “that 
the contest was not maintained as obstinately as 
could have been desired, but was, by parts of the 
troops, sustained with great spirit and prodigious 
effect ; and, had the whole of our force been equal- 
ly firm, 1 am induced to believe that the enemy 
would have been repulsed, notwithstanding al! 
the disadvantages under which we fought.” 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great re- 
spect, your most obedient servant 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


P.S. On what may particularly relate to Alex- 
andria, I beg leave to refer to my official letter to 
General Young, of the 24th of August, and to 
my note to Captain Dyson, and his reply of the 
29h. It satiny that no copy of the first was 
kept; in which case the original may be called 

J. A. 


or. 
Hon. Col. Jounson, Chairman, ¢c. 





No. 4. 


Letter from the honorable William Jones, Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, Oct. 31, 1814. 

Sir: In compliance with the request contained 
in your letter of the 24th instant, to state to the 
committee of inquiry “anything that may be 
within my knowledge, as to the measures taken 
and adopted by the Administration, and more 
especially those proposed and adopted at the Cab- 
inet Council on the first of July last, in relation 
to the defence of the District of Columbia, with 
such other views and things as may be deemed, 
in my estimation, pertinent to an inquiry,” I have 
the honor to reply, that, as the information re- 

uired involves the confidential proceedings of a 
Cabinet Council, [ deemed it expedient and re- 
spectful to ascertain, from the proper source, 
whether any obstacles existed to the development 
of what passed on that question ; and, being freed 
from all restraint upon that occasion, I proceed 
to state briefly, from memory, my general recol- 
lections upon the subject of the inquiry. 

The serious apprehensions of invasion and de- 
vastation, which succeeded the knowledge of 
those extraordinary events, which liberated the 
powerful naval and military forces of the enemy 
from European hostility, and the temper of the 
British nation, as displayed in the language of its 
journals and conduct of its Government, in rela- 
tion to the pacific mission which it had invited, 
were deeply felt, and frequently discussed, in oc- 
casional conversations between the individual 
members of the Administration, prior to the Cab- 
inet meeting on the first of July last, in which 
the probable points of attack were variously con- 
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sidered. My own impressions inclined to the 
opinion that there were some points more ex- 

d, less difficult of access, and more inviting 
to the enemy, upon the system of warfare he had 
adopted, than the metropolis ; the only important 
objects which it presented, according to my view, 
being the naval depot and public shipping. 

I recollect, on one of those occasions, that the 
President expressed very great solicitude for the 
safety of the metropolis; his belief that the enemy 
would attempt its invasion, and urged the expe- 
diency of immediate defensive preparations, with 
all the disposable force that could be convenient- 
ly collected. I accorded in the expediency of 
preparation, but must confess I was not equally 
impressed with the apprehension of immediate 
danger, as well from the reasons I have before as- 
signed, as from the then existing fact, that the 
force of the enemy, in the waters of the Chesa- 
peake, was entirely naval, and apparently very sat- 
isfactorily engaged in conflagrating farm houses, 
and depredating upon slaves and tobacco, on the 
shores of the Patuxent. In this sentiment I was 
not alone. 

On the 30th day of June the members of the 
Cabinet were invited to attend a meeting at the 
President’s mansion, on the following day at noon. 
At or near the time appointed, the Secretaries of 
State, Treasury, War, and Navy, and the Attor- 
— General, assembled. 

he President stated the object of the meeting 
to be the consideration of the menacing aspect of 
things, in consequence of the augmented power 
of the enemy by the = political changes which 
had taken place in Europe, and the disposition 
manifested by the Government and people of 
Great Britain, to prosecute the war with the most 
vindictive and devastating spirit ; represented the 
motives and inducements which, he conceived, 
the enemy had to prefer the invasion of the cap- 
ital rather than any other immediate enterprise, 
and urged the necessity of speedy and efficient 
preparation for the defence of the District and 
capital ; inquired into the existing state of its mil- 
itary and naval defences, and the extent of the 
disposable force which it would be practicable to 
concentrate in the District. 

The Secretary of War estimated the disposa- 
ble regular force, applicable to the intended pur- 
pose, to the best of my recollection, about twelve 
hundred, including about two hundred cavalry at 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, who, I think he said, were 
not all mounted, but would probably be so in a 
short time. He brought into view the volunteer 
corps of the City and District, the particulars of 
which I do not recollect, and estimated the depot 
at Harper’s Ferry, I think, to contain at that time 
about thirty-six thousand stand of arms. 

The Secretary of the Navy enumerated the 
naval force, within immediate reach, as follows: 
The marines at headquarters, about - - 120 
The force attached to the flotilla under the 

command of Commodore Barney, on the 

Patuxent, about - - - - - 


620 
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To the regular force the President proposed to 
add ten thousand militia, to be designated and 
held in readiness in such neighboring districts as 
should be found most convenient. He also sug- 
gested the propriety of depositing, at a suitable 
place contiguous to the metropolis, a supply of 
arms, ammunition, and camp equipage. 

These propositions produced very little discus- 
sion, the propriety and expediency of the meas- 
ures appeared to be admitted, though no formal 
question was taken, nor any dissent expressed. 

The meeting separated, with an understanding, 
on my part, that the measures proposed were to 
be carried into effect; but what order took place 
thereon, other than in the Department of the 
Navy, I know not; nor do I know any thing fur- 
ther material to the inquiry, except what is em- 
braced in the communication which I had the 
honor to make to the committee on the 3d inst. 

The officers of the Navy Yard are closely en- 
gaged in making out the estimates of the loss sus- 
tained by the conflagration at that establishment, 
but the loss of books and papers has retarded their 
operations. It shall be completed as soon as pos- 
sible, and transmitted without delay. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 


your obedient servant, 
W. JONES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Hon. Ricwarp M. Jounson, 
Chairman Com. of Inquiry, H. of R. 





Navy Department, Nov. 12, 1814. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit the reports 
and statements of the Commandant of the Navy 

Yard, showing the actual loss of public pro- 

perty by the conflagation of the Navy Yard on 

the 24th of August last. 

Exhibit A shows the loss sustained in moveable 
property, viz: the estimated value previous to 
the fire ; the value preserved or recovered ; and 
the actual loss sustained; as condensed in the 
recapitulation on the last page. 





Net loss - - - - $417,745 51 
Exhibit B shows the loss sustained 
in buildings and fixtures, in like 
manner showing the estimated 
cost and real loss sustained. Net 91,425, 53 
Total loss - - - - $509,171 04 








To which is annexed an estimate (believed to 
be founded upon such data as may be relied upon) 
of the “ expenses of rebuilding in a plain sub- 
stantial manner,” so as to carry on all the public 
work with as much advantage and convenience 


as before the fire; amount - - $62,370 14 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient 
servent, 
W. JONES, 


Secretary of the Navy. 


Hon. R.M.Jounson, _ 
Chairman Com. Inquiry. 
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No. 5. 


Letters from the honorable Richard Rush, Attor- 

ney General, 

Narrative by Richard Rush, Attorney General of the 
United States, of such facts and circumstances as 
are within his knowledge, relative to the capture of 
Washington on the 24th of August, 1814; and of 
measures adopted by the Government in relation to 
that event, previous to, or on that day ; delivered on 
the requisition of a Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, appointed to investigate the causes 
which led to the capture. 

Wasaincron City, Oct. 15, 1814. 


As my Official place in the Government em- 
braces no connexion with the duties of either of 
the four Departments, farther than as I am liable 
to be consulted on legal questions growing out of 
the business of either of them, it is not to be ex- 
pected that I can give information relative to 
the subject-matter of the committee’s inquiries, 
except— 

Ist. Such as I may have derived from being 
present at the deliberations of the Cabinet, when 
thereto summoned by the Executive, supposing 
any to be derivable from that source ; or, 

2dly. Such asI may have derived from my 
personal Ermence at Washington, and the oppor- 
tunities thence furnished of becoming acquainted 
with acts or measures of Government, or other 

events transpiring at its seat. 

In regard to the former capacity, I would beg 
leave to premise, that, as these deliberations im- 
ply an intercourse of confidence amongst those 
who participate in them, I hope I do not misap- 
prehend the true nature of the connexion between 
the Executive and those whom he may invite to 
his consultations, or fail in my respect to the 
committee, when I state that Ido not hold my- 
self bound to make a public disclosure of matters 
which may, in this mode, have been the subject 
of Executive advisement or consideration. The 
exceptions belonging to such a rule, if any do be- 
long to it, I forbear to advert to, inasmuch as I 
would be understood to have waived upon this 
occasion the objections which might otherwise 
be interposed against the development of irans- 
actions from this peculiar source of information. 
Upon a subject of such delicacy, and one involv- 
ing future rights, I would beg to be further under- 
stood, that, in waiving all objection, I act under 
the full belief that it is not desired to restrain the 
freedom of such a course ex my part, by any pro- 
hibitory injunctions from the quarter whence 
they could issue. 

As introductory, then, to what I may have to 
disclose under this head, and to meet, as far as in 
my power, the inquiry made as to my knowledge 
of any preparatory measures adopted for the de- 

fence of the metropolis, I proceed to state— 

That, in the month of June, of the past Sum- 
mer, when the momentous changes in Europe 
had become revealed to us, I had the honor of 
holding, individually, occasional interviews with 
the President. In dwelling upon our public af- 
fairs, he expressed his strong belief of the inau- 


spicious results which these changes held oy, 
every likelihood of superinducing upon then). 
That the entire liberation of British military 
power from European conflicts, created a corres- 
ponding probability that portions of it, unexpect- 
edly formidable, would be thrown upon our shores. 
In one, at least, of the conversations, he also dwelt 
upon the probability of an attack upon Washing- 
ton ; enforcing his opinion on the grounds, among 
others, of its own weakness, and the eclat that 
would attend a successful inroad upon the capi- 
tal, beyond the intrinsic magnitude of the achieve. 
ment. He spoke of the immediate necessity o/ 
preparing for itsdefence. His impressions of the 
danger appeared to acquire new force from the 
26th. of the month, upon which day despatches 
were received from two of our Ministers abroad, 
Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Bayard, dated early in May, 
Upon the 30th of June, the Heads of Departments 
were desired to meet at the President’s House op 
the following day at 12 o’clock. 

They accordingly assembled. All were preseni. 
I also, in pursuance of the President’s request, at- 
tended. Our public affairs were brought into 
discussion ; their altered, and more menacing char- 
acter; the probable reluctance of the Northern 
Powers of Europe to regard favorably, at such a 
moment of European homage to the British name, 
the just rights for which we were contending; the 
fierce aspect which British military power now had 
the means, and probably would not want the dis- 
position to put on towards us; the parts of our coun- 
try most vulnerable to its immediate irruptions. as 
well as the general trials before us, were brought 
into view. The President mentioned what I had 
heard him, individually, express before, relative 
to Washington ; maven his impression, unequivo- 
cally, to be, that, if it fell within the plans of the 
enemy to send out troops for operations upon the 
Auantic frontier this season, he thought the Cap- 
ital would be marked as the most inviting object 
of aspeedy attack. That it would be right, forth- 
with, to put in train measures of precaution and 
defence. He then declared that, to him, it ap- 
peared that a force of ten thousand men should 
be got in readiness for the city and District. 
That it would be desirable to have as large a por- 
tion of it as practicable regular troops; but that, 
at the least, there should be a thousand of this de- 
cription, and more if more could be obtained. 
That the residue should be made up of the vol- 
unteers and militia of the District of Columbia. 
combined with that from the parts nearest adja- 
cent of the States of Virginia, Maryland,and Penn- 
sylvania. That convenient depots of arms and 
military equipage should also be established. No 
dissent was expressed to these opinions of the Pre- 
sident. The Secretary of War made some ver- 
bal estimate of the regiments, or parts of regi- 
ments, near at hand. By this, it appeared that, 
either with, or independent of, the marines at the 
Navy Yard, (for of this 1 am not certain) the por- 
tion of regular force mentioned could readily be 
had. I recollect nothing farther to have passed 
at the meeting about the defence of Washingion. 
What measures were subsequently taken; how 
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those proposed were carried into effect; or by 
ae cues Pihey have been retarded or frustra- 
ted Ihave not had: the means of mannan with 
any certainty, and therefore cannot speak. In 

rd to what I have said, I am disposed to en- 
tertain the less distrust of its general accuracy 
from the habit of keeping occasional written me- 
morandums connected with our public history, 
and from having refreshed my memory by a ref- 
erence to some, in the present instance, made at 
the time. 

As it appears to come within the scope of the 
committee’s inquiries that I should also disclose 
such facts as I may possess a knowledge of, re- 
lative to any participation, by the Government, 
in the immediate events of the 24th of August, 
I have to state that my knowledge herein is 
merely incidental. As far as it extends, or may 
appear to have any bearing upon the interroga- 
tories of the committee, | will proceed to un- 
fold it. 

On the morning of that day, probably at about 
9 o’clock, I called at the lodgings of the Secretary 
of War to ask him for his latest intelligence 
respecting the enemy’s movements. He was 

ood enough to hand me a note he had received 
tens General Winder, written from headquarters, 
then established within the city limits, near the 
Eastern Branch bridge. It was dated, I think, 
the same morning. It was short, and stated the 
accounts from the river below to be more and 
more serious. It also expressed a wish to receive 
counsel either from the Secretary individually, 
or the Executive, as to the operations proper to 
be adopted in an emergency so critical. Other 
or ae have been in it, but, reading it hast- 
ily, I would not be understood to speak with ac- 
curacy of its contents. Leaving the Secretary 
of War, I proceeded to the President’s. Arriv- 
ing there, I learned that the President had gone 
to the headquarters of General Winder. Thither 
Talso next went. I there found the President, 
General Winder, Commodore Tingey. and two 
or three military officers, The Secretary of State, 
I understood, had previously been there, but had 

one on to Bladensburg. The Secretary of the 

avy came into the room not long afterwards. 
Of Commodore Tingey’s oremecet am not cer- 
tain. The conversation turned upon the route 
by which it was thought most likely the enemy 
would make his approach. It was interrupted 
by wenger who had been on scouts, coming in 
every few minutes with their reports. The pre- 
penser of opinion, at this period, I took to 

that he would be most likely to move in a di- 
rection towards the Potomac, with a view to 
possess himself of Fort Warburton in the first in- 
Stance. By this course, he would secure the pas- 
page of his ships, then supposed to be in the river 
below, and thus their ulterior co-operation, whe- 
ther in the attack or retreat of his land 
This wot thinking induced, as I 
General 


troops. 
supposed, 
inder to retain a large portion of his 


force in the neighborhood of the Eastern Branch 
bridge, in preference to moving it on, under the 
existing state of intelligence, towards Bladens- 


burg. In anticipation of success to the enemy’s 
attempts by water or land, or both, some conver- 
sation was had as to the proper precautions for 
blowing up, or otherwise rendering useless, the 
vessels and public property of the Navy Yard. 
After the lapse of probably an hour from the 
time I reached headquarters, an express arrived 
from General Stansbury, commanding the Balti- 
more troops, at Bladensburg, rendering it at length 
certain that the British army was advancing in 
that direction. General Winder immediatel 
put his troops in motion, and marched off wit 
them for Bladensburg. 

When he had left the house, the Secretary of 
War, in company with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, arrived there. The President men- 
tioned to the former the information which had 
just been received, at the same time asking him 
whether, as it was probable a battle would soon 
be brought on, he had any advice or plan to offer 
upon the occasion. He replied that he had not. 
He added, that, as it was to be between regulars 
and militia, the latter would be beaten. All who 
were in the house then came out; the Secretary 
of War getting on his horse to go to Biadens- 
burg, oaths ecretary of the Navy going to the 
marine barracks close by. Commodore Barney, 
with his seamen and marines, who were still re- 
maining in or near the barracks, were ordered to 
push on with all despatch to Bladensburg, an 
order their anxiety stood anticipating. The 
President first went to the barracks, inviting me 
to accompany him. He then observed that he 
would ride to Bladensburg, with a view to join 
the two Heads of Departments, already gone 
there, and be of any use in his power. I pro- 
ceeded on with him. Before we could reach the 
town, the forces of the enemy had possession of 
it. General Winder, as it struck my eye in riding 
along, had formed the troops he marched out 
with him on each side of the road, stretching a 
mile from Bladensburg, in such way as the few 
moments left him would allow. But, according 
to what particular plan they were drawn up, or 
by whose order, I cannot say. The President 
met with the Secretary of War and the Secre- 
tary of State upon the field near the front ranks. 
The former had arrived just before him. When 
the President arrived, the arrangement for the 
battle, whatever it may have been, was appar- 
ently made. It commenced ina very few min- 
utes, and, in not many more, some of our troops 
began to break. The President and two Secre- 
taries, at about this period, retired together. I 
joined them very shortly afterwards, and rode 
into Washington witha the President. 

It does not, at present, occur to me that I can 
state anything further relevant to the inquiries of 
the committee. I shall be ready to answer any 
questions it may think fit to propound, with a 
view to recall any explanatory or additional cir- 
cumstances or facts, not collected above, or which 
I have not deemed it material to state. 

RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. R. M. Jounson, ; 

Chairman Committee of Inquiry. 
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Wasuineton, November 3, 1814. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your note, 
of the 29th of last month, requesting of me such 
information as I may possess relative to a report 
made early in June, from the War Department, 
to the President, of the amount of regular and 
militia force, and its distribution throughout the 
country ; which report was submitted by the Pres- 
dent to the Heads of Departments ; and requesting, 
also, that I will add any further matter to my for- 
mer narrative, which may have since occurred to 
my recollection. that I may deem material, par- 
ticularly as to the part taken by the President, cr 
any of the members of the Government, on the 
day of the battle of Bladensburg. 

ith the same reservation which I before took 
the liberty to make, of the privilege of being at my 
option as to the disclosure of facts of which I 
may have derived the knowledge through any 
confidential medium whilst engaged in public du- 
ties, I have to state— 

That, at a meeting which took place of the 
Heads of Departments, at the President’s, on the 
7th of June, at which I also was present, I do re- 
member that a paper was read by the President, 
which had been furnished by the Secretary of 
War, containing an estimate of all our land force, 
as well as its distribution. A similar one was 
exhibited of the naval force, prepared by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. This, too, was read by the 
President. I remember the aggregate amount of 
the land force, but not the portions of it as then 
distributed through the respective military dis- 
tricts; or, at least, not that falling within district 
No. 5. The meeting was called, and the estimate 
of force submitted, for purposes quite distinct from 
the defence of district No.5. The latter object 
being excluded, renders it, 1 presume, unneces- 
sary that I should trouble the committee with any 
detail of the deliberations or resolutions that were 
had upon the occasion. 

As regards the other branch of inquiry, I feel 
at some loss. I am not sure that I do remember 
any pene facts, which the committee 
‘might think material to be stated, relative to what 
took place on the day of the battle. Upon this 
subject I would, with the most entire deference, 
beg leave to suggest, that perhaps the most eligi- 
ble course would be for me to answer (as I should 
ever be ready to do) to such interrogatories as the 
committee might find it in their discretion or con- 
venience to put, rather than leave in my own 
hands the choice of topics. I venture upon the 
freedom of the remark from the fear that I may 
omit or introduce matter, which, in other eyes, 
might wear a different aspect of relationship to 
the investigation, to what it had done in mine. 
When the President expressed his intention of 
going to Bladensburg, he observed, while on the 
road, that one motive with him was, that, as the 
Secretary of War, who had just gone on, might 
be able to render useful assistance towards ar- 
rangements in the field, it would be best that the 
requisite sanction to it should be at hand, prevent- 
ing thereby, at a moment so important, any pos- 
sible embarrassment, arising from the claims or 





duties of the Commanding General. But when 
we reached the field we found the troops formed 
and waiting, in their stations, the onset of the bat. 
tle. The British oer was already in full sight 
and advancing in full march, through Bladens. 
burg. Atthis juncture the President joined the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of War, and 
all approached to the spot where General Winder 
was. Some words of conversation seemed to pass 
between the President and the two latter. I was 
not near enough to overhear it. General Winder 
rode forward a few yards, exhorting the troops to 
be firm. The firing began almost immediately 
afterwards. Results took place that are known, 
It had been the wish of the President, as signified 
to me, on the ride out, that, after every military 
arrangement for the battle had been made, on 
the best advice attainable, the civil functionaries 
should join him, and retire to the rear of the army, 
with a view to any ulterior deliberations which 
events might render necessary. I took it to be 
in conformity with this wish that the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of War, and himself, re- 
tired at the time, and in the manner, I have stated, 
and it was in pursuance of it that I accompanied 
them. Whilst still on the field, encompassed by 
os of our troops, I think I understood the two 

ecretaries to unite in opinion, that the mode in 
which they had been drawn up was as judicious as 
the time and circumstances alowed: But of this 
I do not speak with confidence, as my attention 
was partly taken up in viewing, from hill to hill, 
the contending movements. To me it appeared 
plain that entire ranks of our men, in front, were 
dispersed by the shock of the enemy, before any 
order for retreat was given by the Commanding 
General. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon R. M. Jounson, 

Chairman Com. of Inquiry. 





No. 6. 
Communication from the War .Department, in- 


cluding the ordersin relation to the tenth mili- 
tary district, the requisition of the 4th of July, 
and the correspondence with the Governors of 
Pennsylvania, 


Virginia, and Maryland, and 
with General Winder... > 

Ba.timore, July 9, 1814. 

Sir: The objects of the command which has 
been conferred upon me have consequently, since 
I received it, occupied my serious consideration. 

The utmost regular force which it is probable 
can, in the present state of affairs, be placed at my 
command, including the force necessary for gat- 
risoning the several forts, will not exceed one 
thousand men, and some weeks will necessarily 
elapse before the detachments from Virginia and 
Carlisle will reach my district; the detachments 
of the 36th and 38th are, therefore, the only troops 
that I can expect to have in the field in the mean 
time; and when those other detachments join, 
the utmost field force will be seven to eight hun- 
dred. 
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derstood the idea, at present entertained, relative 
to the auxiliary militia force proposed for the Dis- 
trict, to be, that it shall be draughted and desig- 
nated, but that no part of it is to be called into the 
field until the hostile force, now in the Chesa- 
ake, shall be reinforced to such an extent as to 
render it probable that a serious attack. is con- 
templated. 
The enemy’s fleet has now spent more than a 
twelvemonth in the waters of the Chesapeake, 
and, during that time, has visited almost every 
river falling into the bay ; and must be presumed 
to have such accurate information, that, whatev- 
er expedition may be destined to these waters will 
have a definite object, to the execution of which, 
on its arrival, it will proceed with the utmost 
romptitude and despatch. Should Washington, 
altimore, or Annapolis, be their object, what pos- 
sible chance will there be of collecting a force, 
after the arrival of the enemy, to interpose be- 
tween them and either of those places? They 
can proceed, without dropping anchor, to within 
three hours’ rowing and marching of Baltimore ; 
within less of Annapolis; and upon arriving off 
South river, can debark, and be in Washington 
ina day anda half. Thiscelerity of movement, 
on their part, is not probable, owing to adverse 
weather and other causes; but if the enemy has 
been active, while in our waters, to acquire a 
knowledge of our country, of which there can be 
no doubt, and should be favored with weather, on 
the arrival of reinforcements, he can be in Wash- 
ington, Baltimore, or Annapolis, in four days 
from entering the Capes. But allowing, liber- 
ally, for all causes of detention, he can be in either 
of those places in ten days from his arrival. What 
time will this allow us to hear of his arrival, to 
disseminate through the intricate and winding 
channels the various orders to the militia, for 
them to assemble, have their officers designated, 
their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, de- 
livered, the necessary supplies provided, or for the 
commanding officer to learn the different corps 
and detachments, so as to issue orders with the 
promptitude and certainty so necessary in active 
operations? If theenemy’s force should be strong, 
which, if it come atall, it will be, sufficient num- 
bers of militia could not be warned and run to- 
gether, even as a disorderly crowd, without arms, 
ammunition, or organization, before the enemy 
would already have given his blow. 

Would it not then be expedient to increase the 
force of my command, by immediately calling 
out a portion of militia; so that, by previously 
selecting the best positions for defence, and in- 
creasing, as far as possible, the natural advanta- 
ges of these positions, the advance of the enemy 
might be retarded, his force crippled, and time 
and opportunity thus gained for drawing together 
whatever other resources of defence might be 
competent to resist theenemy? Thesmall force 
of regulars will be incompetent to accomplish any 
material worksat favorable positions, for strength- 
ening the defences, and to supply the various vi- 
dette parties, which it will be necessary to station, 
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In conversation with you at Washington, I un- | on the prominent points of the bay, to watch the 


enemy, and communicate his movements with 
the greatest possible despatch. 

Allow me, sir, respectfully to propose that four 
thousand militia be called out without delay. I 
propose to station these in equal proportions, in 
the most eligible positions between, South river 
and Washington,and in the vicinity of Baltimore. 
Baltimore could not be aided by a force stationed 
between South river and Washington, unless a 
force were on the spot to retard the advance of 
the enemy until it could arrive, and so with re- 
spect to the force at Baltimore, in co-operating 
with that intended to defend Washington. Each 
could assist the other if of this magnitude, and it 
appears to me that, with materially less means 
actually in the field and ready for instant action, 
no hope can be entertained of opposing the enemy 
in assailing either of those places. 

I shall proceed to Annapolis to-morrow, and 
have but little doubt that the Executive of Ma- 
ryland will cordially co-operate in affording such 
means as it may be deemed advisable to call for; 
and I beg you will permit me to procure this, or 
such other militia force as the President may 
think proper immediately to be called out. 

I sent an order from Washington for the de- 
tachments of the 36th and 38th to move up tothe 
head of South river, where I propose to meet 
them, and fix upon the most eligible spot for the 
camp intended to defend Washington. 

You will please, therefore, to direct any com- 
munications to me, to Annapolis, which will ena- 
ble me to make the requisite arrangements with 
the Executive of Maryland at once. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen. 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Armstrone, Sec’y of War. 





Uprer Marczorovues, July 16, 1814. 

Sir: I reached this place last evening, in my 
tour of examining the country. From what I 
have seen and learned, it appears to me that there 
cannot be found a place of tolerable convenience 
with reference to the objects of defence, for an 
encampment, except in this neighborhood. Two 
places near here offer many conveniences: the 
one, two and a half miles on the Western branch 
and the road to Bladensburg, which [ have seen ; 
the other, about five miles on the road to Wash- 
ington and Piscataway, near the Woodyard, 
which I shall examine to-day. The former is 
represented as unhealthy during August and Sep- 
tember, but possesses all other requisites ; the lat- 
ter is said to be healthy, and unless there should 
be some considerable deficieney towards the com- 
fort and convenience of a camp, I presume will 
be preferable; and if, upon examination, I shall 
find it eligible, I shall order the 36th and 38th 
immediately to proceed thither. Iam much em- 
barrassed about the situation of Annapolis: it 
cannot be defended against a serious attack by 
land and water, without a large force and many 
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additional works; and yet it appears to me that, 
should the enemy contemplate serious operations 
in this quarter, with any considerable force, it 
will be of the utmost importance to him to occu- 
py it. With the command of the water, an en- 
trenchment of seven or eight hundred yards, 
properly protected by batteries, renders it secure 
against any attack by land. It furnishes a posi- 
tion in every respect desirable and useful to him 
for making enterprises against any other point, 
and a safe retreat against every calamity; in 
short, it appears to me to be the door to Wash- 
ington, and it is not possible for us to shut it with 
our present means, Fort Madison, besides its ex- 
posed and defenceless situation, except from an 
approach direct by water, is so very unhealthy 
during the months of August and September, 
that it is not possible to keep a garrison in it. It 
is provided with two fifty pound columbiads, two 
twenty-four pounders, two eighteen pounders, one 
twelve and one six pounder. These guns will be 
exposed to certain capture if they are left there, 
and will be turned against the town and Fort 
Severn, with decisive effect, unless we can find 
the means of making a substantial defence of the 
place. 

It appears to me that these guns should be re- 
mpeed, and the post mined, ready to be blown up 
whenever an attack of the town may be contem- 
plated. I cannot, however, but again remark that 
the importance of the place to the enemy, in ev- 
ery point cf view, renders it of the last import- 
ance to be defended, if the means can be obtained. 
But a considerable force ought to be instantly 
sent there to prepare the works necessary to give 
achance of successful defence. On my arrival 
here last evening, I learned that an express had 
passed through this place to the Governor of Ma- 
ryland, who stated that he was the bearer of in- 
formation that two seventy-fours, with a number 
of small vessels, had made their appearance near 
the mouth of the Potomac. It is of importance 
that I obtain the earliest intelligence, if this be 
true; and I beg, if you have any intelligence 
worthy of attention, that you would communi- 
cate it to me here without delay. By the return 
of the express to Point Lookout, I shall write to 
the person employed there to give intelligence, 
and direct him to transmit me by express, intel- 
ligence of all the movements of the enemy. I 
shall also establish express lines from all the pro- 
minent points of observation on the bay, unless 
these may be already established, of which I beg 
you to inform me. The Governor and Council 
of Maryland have taken steps immediately to 
comply with the requisition of the General Gov- 
ernment; but I fear, from my recent experience, 
it will be in vain to look for any efficient aid upon 
a sudden call upon the militia. 

W. H. WINDER. 

Hon. J. Armstrona, Sec’y of War. 





Norrineuan, July 17, 1814. 


Sin: We have information, deemed credible 
here, that the enemy are advancing up this river 


in considerable force. I have called the detach- 
ment of regulars to this place, who will be here 
to-morrow. The alarm is going out to assemble 
what militia force can be collected; and I take 
the liberty of suggesting the propriety of sending 
to this point, with the utmost expedition, the ma- 
rine corps, and all the militia force that can be 
procured from the District. 


Yours, respectfull 
ee WH. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. Secrerary or War. 





Annapo.is, July 20, 1812, 


Sir: Your letter of the 17th reached me on 
the 18th. The enemy proceeded no further up 
the Patuxent than Hunting creek, where he land- 
ed and committed some depredations in Calvert 
county. He has since returned down the river, 
leaving us in doubt where he will next appear. 
I, in consequence, halted the three companies of 
city volunteers at the Woodyard, and the detach- 
ments of the 36th and 38th at Upper Marlbor- 
ough, until some further indication shall be made 
by the enemy. 

I have seized this moment to proceed to this 
lace to arrange the calling of the Maryland mi- 
itia, demanded by the requisition of the fourth 
instant. This will be immediately attended to 
by the Governor of this State. I have deemed 
it advisable to call for the highest number direct- 
ed by the President, supposing that, by this means, 
we might possibly get the lowest. 

I shall immediately proceed to Baltimore, to 
see and understand the means of defence there, 
to make the necessary arrdngements and orders. 
I shall leave this to-morrow afternoon, or next 

day morning at farthest, (unless some movement 
of the enemy renders it unnecessary) and pro- 
ceed tothe country between Potomac and Pa- 
tuxent, 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient 


servant, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Anmstrone, Sec’y of War. 


N. B.—The Governor informs me that it will 
not be in his power to supply the arms, camp 
equipage, &c., to the quota. The requisitions al- 
ready made and expected for local defence have 
exhausted the State arsenal. 

I have delayed dismantling Fort Madison, only 
because it will excite greater sensation and clamor, 
and by that means proclaim to the enemy that it 
was not to be, or could not be, defended, and thus 
invite him to take possession of it. It would be 
impossible to dismantle it without making it pub- 
lic; and I have deemed it more expedient to risk 
the loss of the guns there, than, by removing 
them, invite the enemy to take the place, which 
he may possibly abstain from while he supposes 
the place will be defended. 

W. H. W. 
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Uprer Marveorovuas, July 23, 1814. 

Sia: I availed myself of a suspension of the 
enemy’s movements to proceed to Annapolis and 
Baltimore, to attend to the militia calls on Mary- 
Jand. I returned here yesterday at two o’clock. 
The Governor has issued orders for calling out 
three thousand of the draughts, under the requi- 
sition of the fourth of July; and, at my sugges- 
tion, has appointed Bladensburg as the place of 
rendezvous. I preferred this place, because it was 
near the proposed line of defence, and contiguous 
to the supplies which Washington can afford. It 
will be necessary that arms, ammunition, accou- 
trements, tents, and camp equipage, be deposited 
there for them. I have no knowledge where 
these articles are in store, nearest that point, nor 
under whose charge they are. I must pray you 
give the necessary orders for having the requisite 
deposites made at that place. I have notified the 
contractor. 

The two thousand militia from General Smith’s 
division, and who are to rendezvous near Balti- 
more, will, I believe, need no supplies but provis- 
ion and ammunition from the United States. 
Upon these points I have taken orders. I fear 
some time will elapse before either of these re- 
quisitions can be complied with, in having the 
men assembled, ee former, the draught 
being yet to be made. Major Marsteller, if not 
too much occupied at Washington, ought to be 
with me in the field; but his duties will call him, 
probably, to so a? different points, that it ap- 
pears to me he will require an assistant. The 
enemy’s force is divided between the Potomac and 
Patuxent. The accounts which ought most to 
be credited, give five hundred as having landed 
from the Patuxent squadron, and from one thou- 
sand to fifteen hundred from the Potomac squad- 
ron; and although, from repeated experience, we 
are forbid to rely on this intelligence, yet, as it is 
the only direct intelligence we have, and comes 
from respectable people having had opportunities 
of observation, it cannot be wholly disregarded. 
I shall, therefore, for the present, still retain the 
city volunteers, and keep them and the regulars 
in a post of observation and readiness. I shall 
myself proceed nearer the enemy, for the purpose 
of better information and observation. 

As I do not know whether only the quota of 
the District militia is to be draughted and placed 
at my disposal, or whether, on occasion, they are 
all considered as liable to requisition, I would 
thank you for information on that subject. As 
that part of the Pennsylvania militia, assigned 
for my district, are remote, and could not be 
called out upon emergency, might it not be ex- 
pedient to draw from remotest points, leaving 
that portion of the militia nearest the probable 
scene of action, to be called out on the spur of 
the occasion? A deserter from the British, whose 
examination I have seen, says they talk of attack- 
ing Annapolis. If they know their own interest 
and our weakness, in fact incapacity, to defend 
that point, they certainly will possess it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. H. WINDER 


W oopyarp, July 23, 1814. 

Sir: Since I wrote you this morning, I have, 
under all circumstances, deemed it expedient to 
direct Captain Davidson to return to Washington 
with his detachment of volunteers. 

The facility with which they can turn out and 
proceed to any point, renders them nearly as ef- 
fective as if actually kept in the field; and the 
importance to them individually of attending to 
their private affairs, decides me, even in the doubt 
of the enemy’s probable movement, to give this 
order. 

I take the liberty of suggesting, upon the in- 
formation of Captain Doughty, that the rifles 
they have are very defective for service; and it 
would be useful, especially at the present mo- 
ment, if they could be supplied with better. Cap- 
tain Burch’s artillery are also without swords. 
Whether both those articles are supplied to the 
militia of the District by the Government, I know 
not; but if they are and can be, the probable de- 
mand for the services of the militia of the Dis- 
trict, and their importance in the scale of our 
force, would render it desirable they should be 
supplied. 

I beg leave also to suggest, upon the informa- 
tion of the commanding officers of companies, 
that, if the tents and camp equipage were respect- 
ively left under their charge, it would enable 
them to march when called upon with much 
greater promptitude. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Anmstrona, Sec’y of War. 








WaRBURTON, NEAR Fort WasHINGTON, 
July 25, 1814. 

Sir: From the enclosed representation of Lieu- 
tenant Edwards, and my own observation in con- 
firmation thereof, Fort Washington is, in several 
respects, incomplete in its state of preparation for 
defence. If the eighteen pound columbiads are 
not mounted even in the block-house, ammuni- 
tion ought to be sent down for them and the 
eighteen pounders on the water battery. Lieu- 
tenant Edwards will send a requisition for the 
quantity and kind of ammunition necessary. Can 
Colonel Wadsworth, or the proper department at 
Washington, have the platform enlarged, which 
will be necessary to render the battery of the 
fort effectual ? 

I shall proceed down as far as Port Tobacco 
to-day. 

I am, with great respect, &c., 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Anmstrone, Sec’y of War. 





Report of Lieutenant Edwards. 
Fort Wasnincron, July 25, 1814. 
Sir: I deem it my duty to report to you the 
defenceless situation of this post. The necessity 
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of mounting heavy artillery in the block-house is 
apparent to every military character who is ac- 

uainted with the ground adjacent to the works. 
tt is true a few eighteen pound columbiads have 
been sent here, but there are no means to enable 
us to mount them: we are destitute of a gin and 
tackle. The width of the platform in the fort is 
another subject upon which frequent representa- 
tions (I understand) were made to General Bloom- 
field, but without effect. The depth of platforms 
for heavy pieces is generally from three to four 
toises, but seldom less than three. The width of 
this is but fourteen feet, very little more than two 
toises. At the first discharge of our heavy guns, 
I have known them to recoil to the hurtoirs. 
When they are heated they would undoubtedly 
run over it, and thus be rendered useless for a 
time. 

On the water battery there are mounted five 
excellent long eighteen pounders, (ship guns,) but 
there is not a pound of ammunition for them. In 
case of an attack by water, the utility of these 
guns would soon be discovered. In defending 
ourselves against maritime attacks, it is of the 
first importance to have a battery near the level 
of the water, so as to strike the hull of the ship 
in a horizontal line; for the chance of hitting the 
object is much greater than when firing from an 
elevation ; when it is only an intersection of the 
line of fire by the line of the surface that the ball 
can strike a ship’s hull. In the first case the gun- 
ner has only to move his piece horizontally ; in 
the other he must combine his direction with 
those of his elevation and the progress of the ship. 

Some of the gun cariages in the fort are in 
bad order, but not so much so as to render them 
unserviceable. You will perceive by this morn- 
ing’s report, which I enclose, what is the strength 
of my force: those reported sick are invalids; 
those on extra duty, are 7 employed in the 
bake-house, garden, &c., and who are from bodily 
defects incapable of guard duty, but would be 
serviceable in the action. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
JAMES L. EDWARDS, 
Lieutenant, comm’g Fort Washington. 





Colonel Wadsworth’s Report. 


A couple of hands were ordered from Green- 
leaf’s Point on Monday, to execute the necessary 
a of the gun carriages at Fort Washington. 
The platform is undoubtedly too narrow, as well 
as the parapet, but I think Lieutenant Edwards 
is mistaken :n representing it to be but fourteen 
feet. It was directed to be made twenty or 
twenty-two feet, if I do not misrecollect. The 
disadvantage of too narrow a platform may be 
obviated with no great difficulty, by checking the 
recoil of the piece by means of an elastic hand- 
spike introduced between the spokes of the wheels 
to prevent them from turning. The defect of 
an insufficient parapet is not so easily obviated. 
It would be advisable I think, at a proper 
time, to make a new wall in front, fifteen or 
twelve feet in advance of the present, which 
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would give sufficient extent, as well for the plat- 
form as parapet, without disturbing the maga- 
zine, &c. The whole original design was bad 
and it is therefore impossible to make a perfect 
work of it by any alterations. 

Two hundred rounds of shot and cartridges for 
eighteen pouaners can be sent down, if thought 
proper. I directed some grape shot for the eigh- 
teen pound columbiads to be prepared long ago. 
A tackle and fall, to mount those guns in the 
block-house, will be provided. 

Captain Marsteller, whom I have just seen. in- 
forms me there was a good tackle and fall at Fort 
Washington when he left. He says the platform 
was made above twenty feet wide. 

D. WADSWORTH. 





Port Tosacco, July 26, 1814, 

Str: From the uniform train of information 
yesterday, the enemy are descending both the 
Potomac and the Patuxent. I cannot, however, 
rely implicitly on the intelligence. I expect more 
certain intelligence this morning. I expect the 
enemy will move up the bay next, and I shall not 
be surprised to find Annapolis his object, which 
I fear would fall before five hundred men. As 
soon as I am certain of the movemeats of the 
enemy,I shall return to Marlborough, and thence 
as circumstances may require. 

What prospect of the cavalry from Carlisle, 
and the detachment from Virginia? I have re- 
ceived intelligence of neither. 

I am, very rennet eay &e., 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Anmstrone, Sec’y of War. 





Piscataway, July 27, 1814. 


Sir: I returned to this place from Port To- 
bacco this morning. 

One of the enemy's frigates, the Loire, it is 
said passed through the Kettle Bottoms, but re- 
turned the day before yesterday to Clement's 
bay, where two seventy-fours still remain. | 
have not obtained information where the re- 
mainder of the fleetare. If thereare any of their 
vessels in the Patuxent, they are at or near the 
mouth of the river. I expect to hear of them 
next up the bay. I shall go on immediately to 
Marlborough, where, or near it, I shall remain 
until the movements of the enemy may call me 
away. 

General Stewart has a very considerable force 
at or near Cedar Point; Colonel Beall has his 
regiment and atroop of cavalvy at Port Tobacco; 
and Colonel Bowie with his regiment is at Not- 
tingham ; the regulars under my command are al 
Marlborough, between the enemy and any possi- 
ble approach to Washington. The Governor |s 
exerting himself to collect a force at Annapolis. 

I have anne myself without intermission 
in examining the country, and have acquired a 
knowledge of its topography, which will be ex- 
tremely useful to me. 
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I should have proceeded lower down had the 
enemy’s force been up the rivers Potomac or Pa- 
tuxent; but the retrograde movements on both 
the rivers induces me to suppose they will pro- 
ceed to some other point, and I return to Marl- 
borough to be ready whenever he may appear. 

I have heard nothing as yet of the dragoons 
from Carlisle, or the detachment of infantry from 
Virginia. Are there not enough recruits of the 
thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth to form a company 
each? If either have fifty men, would it not be 
advisable to organize and order them to join? 

This will be delivered you by Major Stewart, 
who goes by the way of Washington, will join 
me at Marlborough, and take any commands you 
may have for me. 

Iam, with great respect, &c., 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Anmstrona, Sec’y of War. 





Piscataway, July 27, 1814, 

Sir: In the third paragraph of my letter, just 
finished, and which will accompany this, I have 
used general expressions relative to the force, in 
order that, should it be deemed advisable to use 
any information I have communicated to tran- 

uillize the morbid sensibility of the people of the 
District, no injurious disclosure may be made ; 
and I add a more specific account of the force in 
a separate letter for your information. 

General Stewart states his force at eight hun- 
dred; Colonel Beall has three hundred to three 
hundred and fifty, and forty dragoons; Colonel 
Bowie has, I presume, three hundred. The Gov- 
ernor has been, in vain, endeavoring to assemble 
the neighboring militia at Annapolis; he had 
called on Frederick county, and some militia 
were coming in from thence, when I last was at 
Annapolis. All this force is, however, called out 
by the authority of the State laws, and is not 
under my command. But they do and will co- 
operate toward the general defence. I am, &c., 

W. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General. 


Hon. J. Armstrona, Sec’y of War. 





Port Topacco, August 1, 1814. 

Str: I learn this morning, in a manner which 
leaves me no doubt of the fact, that the enemy 
have retired down near to the mouth of the river, 
if he has not left it, with all his ships, A rumor, 
not so well authenticated, but very probable, 
States the force in the Patuxent to be increased 
and ascending that river. 

I have halted the detachment under Lieutenant 
Colonel Scott at Piscataway, where they will 
wait until some ascertained movement of the 
enemy shall render it necessary for them to 
move to some other point. 

I shall see General Stewart, of the militia, this 
morning, and then be able to speak more de- 
cidedly. 
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Iam, sir, with great respect, your most obedient 


servant, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier General commanding. 


Hon. J. Armstrong, Sec’y of War. 








Battimore, August 13, 1814. 


Sir: In consequence of the two regiments 
which were draughted from General Smith’s di- 
vision, under the requisition of April last, being 
accepted as part of the quota of Maryland, under 
the requisition of the 4th of July last, of the im- 
practicability, besides impropriety of calling any 
portion of those draughted from the Eastern 
Shore, and the necessity of leaving all the men 
immediately upon the bay, and low down upon 
the rivers, for local defence on the Western 
Shore, the remaining portion of the Maryland 
draughts to be assembled at Bladensburg, instead 
of being three thousand, will not much exceed as 
many hundred. I shall require the Governor to or- 
der out all the draughts that can possibly be spared 
from the three lower brigades on the Western 
Shore; but since the whole number draughted 
on the Western Shore, exclusive of those drawn 
from General Smith’s division, do not amount to 
fifteen hundred, I apprehend that, after all shall be 
assembled, under this second order from the Gov- 
ernor of Maryland, they will not exceed one 
thousand men. The most convenient and imme- 
diate resource to supply this deficiency, which 
occurs to me, will be to take the militia drawn 
out under the State authority, and now assem- 
bled at Annapolis, to the amount of one thousand 
men, into the service of the United States, and to 
call on the Governor of Pennsylvania for one 
regiment. This would make the militia force 
(independent of the two regiments near this 
place) under my command between two and 
three thousand men, and would complete the 
views of the President in the order communi- 
cated to me by you, to call for not more than 
three, nor less than two thousand over and above 
the two regiments here, 


The objects for which the militia were called 
to Annapolis, were such as to make it proper that 
the force should be under the direction of the 
commander of the 10th military district. Some 
force ought and must be kept at Annapolis, and 
if it should be deemed proper to authorize me to 
accept them, I should leave them there until some 
necessity occurred requiring them elsewhere ; and 
the trouble and expense of advancing a detach- 
ment there, would be avoided. 

These men are only called out for sixty days, 
which may, perhaps, be long enough, and will, 
at all events, afford sufficient time to ascertain 
whether a further force will be necessary. They 
are already in the field, equipped in all respects, 
and organized. A saving of their equipments 
will be gained by the United States, and all the 
time and trouble of calling a force in their place. 

I shall proceed for Bladensburg and Washing- 
ton to-morrow, or the day following. 
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I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your most obedient servant, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Armstrrone, Sec’ry of War. 





War Department, Aug. 22, 1814. 

Dear Generac: Your letter of the 21st is re- 
ceived. 

Of the force in the Potomac we do not know 
as mnch as we ought. Their fleet is said to con- 
sist of six frigates, one of which had got aground 
on the Kettle Bottoms. They have on board 
some troops or marines which had been previously 
encamped on St. George’s Island. General Par- 
ker is observing them on the Virginia side of the 
river, at the head of a small brigade of militia, 
about fourteen or fifteen hundred. 

Enclosed is a letter from General Douglas, of 
Loudoun. I have ordered him to come on directly, 
without seeking a rendezvous with General Hun- 
gerford. A detachment of the 12th infantry (re- 
one arrived here yesterday. They shall be 
armed, equipped, and marched to the Woodyard 
this morning. The Baltimore brigade will be at 
Bladensburg to day. Wouid it not be well to 
throw Barney’s seamen (six hundred) and some 
other troops on the right of Nottingham? A de- 
monstration which shall menace the rear of the 
enemy and their communication with the ship- 
ping, will, if it does not actually stop, at least 
very much retard their progress. 

lam, sir, with great respect, your most obedient 


servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brig. General Winper, 
Prince George’s county, Md. 





Wasuincton City, Aug. 19, 1814. 

Sir: I beg leave to suggest, through you, for 
the consideration of the President, the following 
propositions : 

ould it be expedient, under the direction of 
the Navy Department, to have vessels ready to 
be sunk in the Potomac, at Fort Washington, or 
other proper point, at a moment’s warning, to ob- 
struct the navigation ? 

Would it not be proper to put all the boats, 
which can be propelled by oars, that are at this 
place, under the control of the Navy Department, 
at Fort Washington, to transport troops across 
the river from either side, as circumstances may 
require ? 

Would it not be expedient, in our present desti- 
tute condition of military force, to put the marine 
corps into service, or, at all events, to cause them 
to reinforce Fort Washington at a moment’s no- 
tice, or to be applied, as circumstances require, 
to any point of defence ? 

From the great and overwhelming force of the 
enemy on water, it is no longer useful to keep the 
flotilla armed in the Patuxent; might not that 
force be applied to some stationary point of de- 
fence on land, or be subjected in some way to co- 


— 


operate in the ponenat arrangements which the 
commander of the district may make ? 

Serious difficulties have already arisen from 
collision, in the Patapsco, with the command of 
Fort McHenry and the flotilla, in performing the 
duty of guard and look-out, the flotilla boat hay- 
ing stopped and kept in custody all night the 
look-out boat of the fort. 

Would it be advisable for the commander of 
the district, or any other public authority, to make 
an appeal to the patriotism of the country, at the 
present moment, for volunteers, without regard 
to their legal obligations as militia men? A 
large force very useful might be obtained, proba- 
by, in this way, which would cost only provision 
and ammunition. In fine, would it not be advis- 
able, without regard to forms, too slow for the 
emergency, to invite and call in every man that 
can be found? This is, perhaps, more expedient, 
because I have received official information that 
the Pennsylvania militia are not in a state to be 
called out legally ; the former law having expired 
the Ist of July, and the law of last session not 
taking effect as to organization until October next. 
I take this occasion to state that I have called for 
the militia of the District of Columbia, en masse ; 
for General West’s brigade in Prince George’s 
county, and General Williams’s, of Anne Arun- 
del, also en masse; and the Baltimore brigades, 
also en masse. I shall forward by expresss, imme- 
diately, demands for five hundred men each, from 
all the brigades on the Western Shore of Mary- 
land, and the counties which border the Potomac 
on the Virginia side. General Hungerford, Norih- 
ern Neck, has a force in the field which I have 
called on him to march, without delay, to this 
place. The result of all these operations will be 
certainly slow, and extremely doubtful as to the 
extent of force produced. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant 
W. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. Secretary or War. 





WasuineTon, August 21, 1514. 
Sir: The calls which have been made upon 
the militia officers, and the appeals to the people 
to turn out, is likely to produce, in haste, an un- 
certain force in its amount and armament ; prob- 
ably, very considerable in numbers. I beg leave, 
therefore, to suggest the propriety of augment- 
ing the quantity of arms immediately at this 
place or its vicinity; perhaps Foxall’s works 
would be a good and safe depot, and sufficiently 
convenient. They can be drawn, by immediate 
exertions, in sufficient time. All the flints that 
the utmost efforts can produce, ought to be col- 
lected here without delay. 
I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
W. H. WINDER. 
Hon. J. AnmsTrona, 
Secretary of War. 
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you Wednesday, August 24, 1814. | five thousand men, including three hundred and 
d of Sim: I have found it necessary to establish my | fifty regulars and Commodore Barney’s com- 
‘the headquarters here, the most advanced position | mand. Much the largest portion of this force 
1av- convenient to the troops, and nearest information. | @trived on the ground when the enemy were in 
the [ shall remain stationary as much as possible, that | Sight, and were disposed to support, in the best 
I may be the more readily found, to issue orders, | Manner, the position which General Stansbury 
r of and collect together the various detachments of | had taken. They had barely reached the ground 
lake : militia, and give them as rapid a consolidation | before the action eee which was about 
t the and organization as possible. one o’clock, P. M. of the 24th instant, and con- 
gard i With great respect, yours, &c. | tinued about an hour. fe 
A ; WM. H. WINDER, The contest was not so obstinately maintained 
oba- fem Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist, | 48 could have been desired, but was by parts of 
sion _ Hon. Secrerary or War. the troops sustained with great spirit, and with 
ie. § ' prodigious effect; and had the whole of our force 
the ‘ P. S. The news up the river is very threaten-| been equally firm, I am induced to believe that 
that _ ing. Barney’s, or some other force, should occu-| the enemy would have been repulsed, notwith- 
ient i the batteries at Greenleaf’s Point and the | standing all the disadvantages under which we 
tha; fe Raa Yard. I should be glad of the assistance | fought. The artillery from Baltimore, supported 
o be _ of counsel from yourself and the Government. | by Major Pinkney’s rifle battalion, and a part of 
vired _ If more convenient, I should make an exertion to | Captain Doughty’s from the Navy Yard, were 
not _ go to you the first opportunity. once to ees pass - the bridge : 
ext. [ |  § Norgs—The following memorandum was en-| ?/#¢ensourg, and played upon the enemy, as 
| for | dorsed on the back of the foregoing letter, in the cee earned, with ‘blin aes effect 5 
se; — hand-writing of Secretary Armstrong: ut the rine meme rs Tree a or eee Sa, 
ge’s : “Went to General Winder; found there the | '° Fetire, and, of course, the artillery. Superior 
run- President; Mr. Monroe had also been there, but —— however, rushed ale them, and made 
ides, had set out to Bladensburg to arrange the troops, | ‘e!t retreat mecessary, not, however, without 


ime- 
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and give them an order of battle, as I understood ; 


great loss on the part of the enemy. Major Pink- 


. ney reeeived a severe wound in his right arm 
oo pete ng ers oe weeny . oo after he had retired to the left flank of Stansbury’s 
mac modore to join the army at Bladensburg, and or- brigade. The right and centre of Stansbury - 
orth dered Minor’s regiment to that place. Advised brigade, consisting of Lieutenant Colonel Ragan’s 
have General Winder to leave Barney and the Balti- | #24 Shutz’s regiments, generally gave way very 
this more brigade upon the enemy’s rear and right flank, | 8°09 afierwards, with the exception of about forty 
II be while he put himself in front with all the rest of rallied by Colonel Ragan, after having lost his 
) the his force. Repeated this idea in my letter to him | berse,and a whole or a part of Captain Trower’s 


Ser- 


of the 22d.” 





Ba.timore, August 27, 1814. 
Sir: When the enemy arrived at the mouth 
of the Potomac, of all the militia which I had 
been authorized to assemble, there were but about 
one thousand seven hundred in the field; from 
thirteen tofourteen hundred under General Stans- 


ST 


company, both of whom General Stansbury rep- 
resents to have made, even thus deserted, a gal- 
lant stand. The fall which Lieutenant Colonel 
Ragan received from his horse, together with his 
great efforts to sustain his position, rendered him 
unable to follow the retreat; we have therefore 
to lament that this gallant and excellent officer 
has been taken prisoner; he has, however, been 
paroled, and I met him here recovering from the 


as. bury, near this place, and about two hundred and | bruises occasioned by his fall. The loss of his 
pon fifty at Bladensburg, under Lieut. Colonel Kramer; | services at this moment is serious. The fifth Bal- 
ople the slow progress of draught, and the imperfect | timore regiment, under Lieutenat Colonel Ster- 
un organization, with the ineffectiveness of the laws | ret, being the left of Brigadier General Stans- 
rob- to compel them to turn out, rendered it impossi- | bury’s brigade, still, however, stood their ground, 
ave, ble to have procured more. and, except for a moment, when part of them re- 
ent: The militia of this State, and of the contigu- | coiled a few steps, remained firm, and stood until 
this ous parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania, were | ordered to retreat with a view to prevent them 
rks called on en masse, but the former militia law of | from being outflanked. 
atly Pennsylvania had expired on the first of June or| The reserve under Brigadier General Smith, of 
late July, and the one adopted in its place is not to| the District of Columbia, with the militia of the 
that take effect in organizing the militia, before Oc-| city and Georgetown, with the regulars, and some 
col- ‘ tober. No aid, therefore, has been received from | detachments of Maryland militia, flanked on their 
that State. right by Commodore Barney and his brave fel- 
ser- After all the force that could be put at my dis-| lows, and Lieutenant Colonel Beall, still were to 
: posal in that short time, and making such dispo- | the right on the hill, and maintained the contest 








sitions as I deemed best calculated to present the 
most respectable force at whatever point the ene- 
my might strike, I was enabled, by the most ac. 


for some time with great effect. 
It is not with me to report the conduct of Com- 
modore Barney and his command, nor can I speak 
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from observation, being too remote; but the con- 
current testimony of all who did observe them, 
does them the highest justice for their brave re- 
sistance, and the destructive effect they produced 
on the enemy. Commodore Barney, after having 
lost his horse, took post near one of his guns, and 
there, unfortunately, received a severe wound in 
the thigh, and also fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 

Captain Miller, of Marines, was wounded in 
the arm, fighting mere. From the best intel- 
ligence, there remains but little doubt that the 
enemy lost at least four hundred killed and 
wounded, and of these a very unusual portion 
killed. Our loss cannot, I think, be estimated at 
more than from thirty to forty killed, and fifty or 
omy wounded. 

ou will pends understand that it is impossi- 
ble for me to speak minutely of the merit or de- 
merit of particular troops so little kaown to me 
from their recent and hasty assemblage. My sub- 
sequent movements, for the purpose of preserving 
as much of my force as possible, gaining rein- 
forcements, and protecting this place, you already 
rm m mu 
am, with very great respect, &c. 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Brig. Gen., 10th Military Dist. 
Hon. J. Anmstrona, Sec’ry of War. 


P.S. We have to lament that Captain Ster- 
ret, of the 5th Baltimore regiment, has also been 
wounded, but is doing weil; other officers, no 
doubt, deserve notice, But I am as yet unable to 
particularize. 





General Order erecting the Tenth vee Lt 
trict, and letters from the Secretary of War to 
General Winder. 

War DeparTMENT, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office 


’ 
July 2, 1814. 
Genera Orpers: 

The State o. Maryland, the District of Colum- 
bia, and that part of Virginia lying between the 
Rappahannock and Potomac rivers, will consti- 
tute a separate military district (No. 10) under 
the command of Brigadier General Winder. 

By order: JOHN R. BELL, 

Assistant Inspector General. 





War Department, July 2, 1814. 


Sir: Your letters of the 30th instant have 
been received. 

Enclosed is an order constituting a new mili- 
tary district, and assigning you to the command 
thereof. Major Stewart has permission to serve 
in your staff. It would be desirable to see you 
here as soon as it may be convenient for you to 
come. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient 


servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brig. Gen. Wa. H. Winner, Baltimore. 
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War Department, July 18, 1814, 
Sir: In addition to my circular letter of the 


4th instant, which subjects to your call the quota 


of Maryland militia, you are also authorized to 
draw, from that of Virginia, two thousand men. 
ennsylvania, five thous- 


Columbia, amounting to about two thousand, is 
kept in a disposable state, and subject to your 
orders. 
Note.—The detached militia of Maryland 
amounted to six thousand. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brig. Gen. WINDER. 





War Department, July 28, 1814. 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the re. 
ceipt of your letters of the 25th and 27th instant, 
Lieutenant Edwards’s representation is referred 
to Colonel Wadsworth, with orders to supply 
what may be wanting at Fort Washington. 
Lieutenant Colonel Lavall states that he is wait- 
ing the arrival of horses. The detachment of 
the 10th is in march, and the recruits of the 36th 
and 38th ordered to join their corps. They, | 
fear, are very few. 
I am, very Prater: your obedient servant, 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Brig. Gen. Winver, 


Comd’g 10th Military District. 





War Department, Aug. 19, 1814. 


Sir: Your letter of this date has been received, 
and submitted tothe President. On the two first 
subjects, you are referred to the Navy Depart- 
ment. The marines are ordered to move. Or- 
ders have been given to Commodore Barney. 
You will adjust, with the Secretary of the 
Navy, what relates to guard and vidette duty at 
Baltimore. 
The call you propose making on volunteers is 
approved. It will be so worded as to guard 
against interfering with the legal draught, and 
putting it in the election of the militia to fulfil, 
or not to fulfil, their public engagments. 
The calls you have actually made are also 
approved. 

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Brig. Gen. Winper. 





War Department, Aug. 19, 1814. 

Sir: If the enemy’s movements indicate an 
attack on this place, means should be taken to 
drive off all horses and cattle, and remove all sup- 
plies of forage, &c., on their route; a moment is 
not to be lost in doing both. For this purpose 
the whole or cavalry may be pushed into the 
neighborhood of the enemy without delay. 

Colonel McLean could be usefully employed 
with them. Lavall will be at Montgomery 
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Court-house to-day. He has with him one hun- 
dred and thirty mounted dragoons, under excel- 
lent officers. ' 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brig. Gen. WINDER. 





Correspondence with the Governors of Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Virginia. 


Circular to the Governors of States. 


War Department, July 4, 1814. 


Sir: The late pacification in Europe offers to 
the enemy a large disposable force, both naval 
and military, and with it the means of giving to 
the war here a character of new and increased 
activity and extent. 

Without knowing with certainty that such will 
be its application, and still less that any particu- 
lar point or points will become objects of attack, 
the President has deemed it advisable, as a meas- 
ure of precaution, to strengthen ourselves on the 
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Se 
line of the Atlantic, and (as the principal means 
of doing this will be found in the militia) to in- 
vite the Executives of certain States to organize, 
and hold in readiness, for immediate service, a 
corps of ninety-three thousand five hundred men, 
under the laws of the 28th of February, 1795, 
and 18th of April, 1814. 

The enclosed detail will show your Excellency 
what, under this requisition, will be the quota of 
——. As far as volunteer uniform companies 
can be found they will be preferred. 

The expediency of regarding (as well in the 
designations of the militia as of their places of 
rendezvous) the points, the importance or expo- 
sure of which will be most likely to attract the 
views of the enemy, need but be suggested. 

A report of the organization of your quota, 
when completed, and of its place or places of 
rendezvous, will be acceptable. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, 
your Excellency’s most obedient and very hum- 
ble servant. 

His Exc’y the Governor or ——. 
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emer 
Secrerary’s Orrice, July 14, 1814. 


Sir; In the absence of the Governor, I deem 
it yy duty to inform you, that your communi- 
cation containing a requisition for a detachment 
of fourteen thousand Pennsylvania militia came 
to the office this morning, and was immediately 
forwarded by express to the Governor, at Selin’s 
Grove. Be assured the requisition will be met 
with all the promptness the circumstances possi- 
bly will permit. 

With high considerations of respect, I am, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 


J. AnmstTronG, Esq., Sec’y of War. 





Seorerary’s Orrice, July 25, 1814. 

Sir: The Governor has directed me to enclose 
to you copies of general orders issued by him in 
compliance with a late requisition for a military 
force from Pennsylvania, by the President, com- 
municated by yours under date of the 4th instant. 
He has not, as you will perceive, designated places 
of rendezvous. He thinks it will be in time to do 
so in subsequent orders, which must be issued be- 
fore the troops can march. The threatened point 
of attack by the enemy will, it is probable, then 
be better ascertained, and a more prudent selec- 
tion of place can be made. The repeal of our 
militia law of 1807, and its several supplements, 
on the lst of August next; the disannulling of 
all militia commissions on that day, by a new law 
of the last session, granted under the old law, ex- 
cept the commissions of such officers as may 
then be in actual service; the ordering by the 
new law; the holding of elections of bier by 
the militia, after the said lst of August; the no- 
tice of election ; returns to be made; and the pro- 
tracting to the 4th Monday of October next, the 
classification of the militia; causes an almost 
total disorganization of our militia system, be- 
tween the Ist of August and the 4th of October, 
and presents difficulties, in yielding perfect com- 
pliance with the requisition of the President, in- 
surmountable. It is hoped, however, that the 
patriotism of the people will obviate the diffi- 
culty, by a voluntary tender of services, which 
the Governor has invited, growing out of the un- 
accountable oversight of the Legislature. It is 
strongly doubted whether any orders can be en- 
forced under the present state of things. 

The requisition refers to the act 7 Congress, 
passed 28th February, 1795, under which militia 
can be held in service three months only ; and to 
the law of 1814, which authorized the President 
to keep them six months in service. The law of 
Pennsylvania, passed at the last session of its 
Legislature, requires the Governor to mention, in 
general orders, the period for which any militia 
ordered into service is to remain on duty. It is 
desirable, therefore, to know whether the requi- 
sition is intended for three or six months’ service. 
The offices of Deputy Quartermaster General, 
and Assistants, and Assistant Adjutant Generals, 
are not recognised by our State laws. 

I have taken the liberty of enclosing to you a 
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copy of the militia law of this State, passed at 
the last session of the Legislature, from a perusal 
of which you will perceive the difficulties under 
which the Executive at present labors, in attempt- 
ing to comply with the requisition. 

ith high considerations of respect, sir, your 
obedient servant. 

N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 
J. ARMSTRONG, Esq., Secr’y of War. 








Secretary’s Orrice, Aug. 27, 1814. 

Sir: lam directed by the Governor to enclose 
to you a copy of general orders, issued yesterday. 
The letter of General Winder, containing the 
requisition, under date of the 18th instant, was 
not received until the evening of the twenty-third. 
The deranged state of our militia system pre- 
vented a more prompt compliance with the de- 
mand. To obviate as far as practicable the in- 
convenience of delay, the Governor has directed 
the flank and volunteer companies to push on as 
rapidly as possible, without any regard to the 
time fixed on for the general rendezvous of the 
ordinary draughts. The commanding officers of 
the companies or detachments are instructed to 
report themselves, and the number of their men, 
to General Winder, as the officer who may have 
command of the troops in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, in the 10th military district. 

The tents, camp equipage, as well as arms 
and accoutrements, belonging to the State, being 
insufficient to accommodate the troops called into 
service, the Governor relies on the deficiency be- 
ing supplied by the United States as promptly as 
practicable, to render the men comfortable and 
efficient. 

With high respect and esteem. sir your’ obedi- 


ent servant, 
N. B. BOILEAU, Secretary. 
J. Anmstrone, Esq. Sec’ry of War. 





Annapo.is, July 29, 1814. 

Siz: In conformity to the request of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, signified in your com- 
munication of the 4th instant, a detachment of 
five thousand four hundred infantry, and six hun- 
dred artillery, was directed to be organized and 
held in readiness to march at the shortest notice, 
and in consequence of General Winder having, 
by direction of the President, requested three thou- 
sand of the draughts of the militia of this State 
may be called into the field, and in order to com- 
ply as fully as practicable with the request, the 
whole of the draughts of the militia from the 
Western Shore, being about three thousand five 
hundred infantry, have been ordered to be em- 
bodied. You will observe by the map and line 
drawn from Washington to Baltimore (not far 
east of which I presume these men will be en- 
camped) will have a very considerable portion of 
the militia between that line and the bay shore; 
and consequently, I presume the draughts from 
this section of the country would not be drawn 
back from that part most exposed. Baltimore, I 
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fear, will be unwiiling that any part of that force 
from which they expected to derive aid, should 
be withdrawn from them. Under these circum- 
stances, it was thought most prudent to order the 
whole. They have been directed to be embodied 
in their several brigade districts, and move on 
the shortest route to Bladensburg, where, I pre- 
sume, on the receipt of this information, arrange- 
ments will be made (under your directions) for 
their accommodation. What number will arrive 
there in any given time, I am not yet advised of. 
The whole artillery of the State does not amount 
to more than nine hundred; and more than two- 
thirds of that number are in Baltimore ; conse- 
quently the proportion from thence would be 
more then four hundred, So great a proportion, 
or anything like it, being taken from what is their 
most efficient force, would create great uneasiness, 
The order, therefore, with respect to them, is sus- 
pended, until General Smith can have some com- 
munication with you. 
I am, sir, with great respect, yours, &c. 
EVIN WINDER. 
Hon, Secretary or War. 





ApsuTanT GENERAL’s Office, 
Ricumonp, July 14, 1814. 

Sir: Your requisition on the militia of this 
State, bearing date the 4th instant, has been re- 
ceived. 

Apprehending that the object of this measure is 
to have in readiness a provisional force to repel 
a sudden invasion, I have enclosed the general 
orders from this department, of the 22d ultimo, 
placing in astate of preparation for such an event 
upwards of fifteen thousand men. They are not 
organized, other than on the plan of the militia 
generally ; but you will perceive that the points 
of rendezvous are designated. In addition to this 
force, the 8th, and a greater part of the 9th brig- 
ade, (amounting to seven thousand, and all con- 
venient to Norfolk.) are placed in the same situa- 
tion, and directed to co-operate with General Por- 
ter in resisting an attack on Norfolk. 

Arms, ammunition, &c., will be placed in the 
hands of the whole. Should these arrangements 
meet your views, it will be necessary to make a 
detail on all the regiments in the State for the 
twelve thousand called for; unless it is desirable 
that this number be set apart to perform a regular 
tour of duty. But, as the troops now in resdaones 
are adequate to the emergency contemplated, and 
the requisitions for those that are to perform reg- 
ular duty will be made in future in time for every 
preparation to be made, it is believed that the ob- 
ject of your requisition has been anticipated. If 
this is the fact, his Excellency the Governor is 
desirous that the regiments now held in requisi- 
tion, and subject to be called out en masse, be 
considered by you asa provisional force only, and 
not subject to perform service beyond the contin- 
uance of the emergency which may call them into 
the field. 

As concert in the measures of t’ . General and 
State Governments is all important, permit me 
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earnestly to solicit your earliest attention to this 
subject. In the meantime, arrangements wili be 
made to take our quota from the militia, gener. 
ally, as that measure cannot be avoided, under 
existing circumstances, unless the force required 
be provisional. Rest assured, sir, that nothing 
will be wanting on the part of this State to eo- 
operate cordially and effectually with the Gen. 
eral Government. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your | 


obedient servant, 
CLAIBORNE W. GOOCH, 
Deputy Adjutant General. 


J. Armstrona, Esq., Sec’y of War. 





War Department, July 18, 1814, 


Sir: A letter of the 14th instant, from Dep. 
uty Adjutant General Gooch, enclosing a copy 
of your general orders of the 22d ultimo, and re 
questing to know whether the corps put into 
requisition by these orders would not supply the 
call of the 4th instant, made through this De- 
partment on the State of Virginia, has been re. 
ceived and submitted to the President. In reply 
thereto, 1am instructed to state, that, inasmuch 
as the service of the militia required by your Ex. 
cellency is declared to be provisional, limited, in 
point of time, to the emergency that calls it forth, 
and, in point of place, to the State of Virginia, 
and not dablected Yo the direction of an officer of 
the United States, it cannot be considered as ful- 
filling the views of the President. 

Permit me to take this occasion to state to your 
Excellency that two thousand of the quota of 
Virginia will be put at the disposition of General 
Winder, as commanding officer of this District. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s most 


obedient servant. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
His Exc’y the Governor or Virainia. 





No. 7. 
Narrative of General Winder. 
O’NeaLp’s, September 26, 1814. 


Sir: The readiest mode in which I can meet 
the inquiries which you have made, on behalf of 
the committee of which you are the chairman, 
will be o_ a narrative of my agency as con- 
mander of the 10th military district, and to ac- 
company it with the correspondence which | 
have had, by letter, with the General and State 
Governments, and their respective officers, while 
in that command. 

Within the few last days of June, and before 
it was known that my exchange was perfect, al- 
though intelligence to that effect was momently 
expected, I was at the City of Washington, and 
the Secretary of War informed me that it was 
in contemplation to create another military dis- 
trict, to embrace the country from the. Rappa- 


hannock northward, to include the State of Mary- 


land, and that the President intended to vest me 
with the command of it. 
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On my return to Baltimore I addressed to the} a letter, (the copy of which is herewith marked 


retary of War copies of the letters herewith 
ae marked “1 A,” “2 A.” 
About the 4th or 5th of July, I received a letter, 
a copy of which, marked 1 B, accompanies this, 
which enclosed an order constituting the 10th 
military district, a copy of which is annexed to 
the letter above referred to. 
In obedience to the requisition of the letter, I 
immediately went to Washington, and waited 
on the Secretary of War. He stated to me that, 


4 in addition to the garrisons of the several forts 


within my district, and the detachments of the 
36th and 38th infantry, then at Benedict, it was 


- contemplated to order a detachment of cavalry, 
_ then at Carlisle, under orders to be mounted, 
- amounting to about one hundred and fifty, a com- 
pany of the 12th, and from one or two companies 
of the 10th regular infantry, which would be or- 


dered to be collected from their several recruiting 
rendezvous and to march to the City of Washing- 
ton, and that the whole regular force, thus to be 
collected, might amount to one thousand or twelve 
hundred, and that the balance of my command 
would be composed of militia. That a requisi- 
tion was about to be made upon certain States 


| for upwards of ninety thousand militia, intended 


for the defence of the maritime frontier of the 


; country, and showed me a blank circular which 
~ had been printed but not filled up, nor sent to the 
respective Governors of the States. 


I took the liberty of suggesting to the Secretary 


> of War, at that time, my idea of the propriety of 


calling immediately into the field at least a por- 


- tion of the militia intended for my district, and 


- encamping them in the best positions for protect- 
_ ing the probable points at which the enemy would 
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strike if he should invade the district of my com- 
mand. The Secretary was of opinion that the 
most advantageous mode of using militia was 
upon the spur of the occasion, and to bring them 
to fight as soon as called out. I returned within 
a day or two to Baltimore, to prepare myself 
for a the different parts of my district, 
and to explore it generally, and partioulanty those 
parts of it which might be considered as the ap- 

roaches to the three principal points of it, to wit: 

ashington, Baltimore, and Annapolis. 

My impressions of the necessity of having a 
respectable force immediately called into the field 
were strengthened instead of diminished by sub- 
sequent reflection, and I, in consequence, on the 
9th of July, addressed the letter to the Secretary 
sar a copy of which is herewith sent, marked 


Agreeably to the suggestion contained in that 


- letter, I proceeded to Annapolis to visit the mili- 


nine idchtelib chia: Base sot. 


; a. there, and to be ready on the spot, when 


the Governor should receive the requisition, and 
myself such instructions as might be thought 
proper to be given me, to take the most immedi- 
ate steps to accomplish them. 

_ The Governor received the requisition, and 
immediately issued the necessary orders to have 


_ the quota required draughted. 


On the 12th July. the Secretary addressed me 
13th Con. 3d Szss.—51 


2 B,) but which, being directed to Baltimore, did 
not reach me until after I had been to Upper 
Marlborough and again returned to Annapolis, 
where it followed me. I proceeded from Annap- 
polis to Upper Marlborough, and on the 16th ad- 
dressed two letters to the Secretary of War, of 
which copies are sent, marked 4 A, 5 A. 

The apprehension that the enemy would pro- 
ceed up the Patuxent and attack the flotilla at 
Nottingham, in consequence of the reinforcement 
he had just received, gaining strength, I proceeded 
immediately to Nottingham, instead of going to 
the Woodyard, asI intended. During the 16th 
we received no information of a movement of the 
enemy up the river, but on the 17th, about 9 o’clock, 
Mr. Fitzhugh arrived, express from the mouth of 
the Patuxent, and stated that about twenty barges, 
several frigates, and some small armed vessels, 
were proceeding up the river. I,in consequence, 
wrote a letter to the Secretary of War, a copy of 
which is herewith sent, marked 6 A; and wrote 
a note to Brigadier General West, of the Mary- 
land militia, advising him to call out the militia 
of the county. 

I ordered the detachments of the 36th and 38th 
to hasten from the head of South river, by forced 
marches, to Nottingham. Three companies of 
the city militia were promptly despatched, in con- 
sequence of my letter of the 17th. But, by the 
time these latter had reached the Woodyard, and 
the regulars Marlborough, the enemy had entered 
Hunting creek, on the Calvert side of the river, 
had proceeded to Huntingtown, burned the to- 
bacco warehouse, after having taken off the prin- 
pal part of the tobacco, and were retiring down 
theriver. I halted the city regulars at the Wood- 
yard, and the regulars at Marlborough. 

In answer to my letter of the 17th from Not- 
tingham, I received the following answer from 
the Secretary of War, marked 3 B. As soon, 
therefore, as [ ascertained that the enemy had 
retired to the mouth of the Patuxent, I proceeded 
to Annapolis, to make the requisition upon the 
Governor, as directed by the Secretary of War ;. 
and thence to Baltimore, to lend my aid and 
power to draw out the force authorized there. 

While at Annapolis, I addressed to the Secre- 
tary of War the letter dated 20th of July, a copy 
of which is sent, marked 7 A. and at the same 
time made the requisition on the Governor, here- 
with sent, marked 1 C. Atter remaining at Bal- 
timore a day, and leaving orders to Brigadier 
General Stansbury, who had been called on to 
command the militia to be assembled there rela- 
tive to their muster and inspection, under the 
laws of Congress, I] returned to Marlborough, to 
fix upon an encampment for the militia | had 
required from the Governor, and to be more at 
hand to be informed of the enemy’s movements. 
From Upper Marlborough, on the 23d of July, I 
wrote the Secretary of War the accompanying 
letter. marked 8 A; and then proceeded to the 
Woodyard, from whence, on the same day, I wrote 
to the Secretary of War the following letter, 
marked 9 A 
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The enemy still remaining inactive, or rather 
confining himself to depredations upon the lower 
parts of the rivers Patuxent and Potomac, I 
seized the opportunity of visiting Fort Washing- 
ton, and on the 25th required Sonn Lieutenant 
Edwards, the commanding officer, a representa- 
tion of what he deemed necessary to complete 
the equipment of the fort, with its then works, 
and received from him a representation, which I 
enclosed in a letter to the Secretary of War on 
the 25th, of which copies are sent, marked 10 A. 
A copy of his answer, marked 4 B, is herewith 
sent. 

Learning that some of the enemy’s ships were 
prooneding up the Potomac, I proceeded down to 

ort Tobacco with a view of ascertaining more 
precisely his views, and of informing myself of 
the country; and on the 26th wrote the Secretary 
of War the following letter, marked 11 A. 

Having ascertained the next morning that the 
enemy’s ships had descended the river, I returned 
to Marlborough, and availed myself of the first 
opportunity I had to review and inspect the de- 
tachment of the 36th and 38th; and thence pro- 
ceeded to Washington City, where I established 
permanent headquarters of the district, on the 
ist of August. I availed myself of a day, at this 
time, to review and inspect the two brigades of 
District militia,in Alexandria and this place, and 
reported the result to Major General Van Ness, 
commanding the District militia, in the letter 
herewith, marked No. 1. 

The people of St. Mary’s and Charles’s had 
become extremely sore under the harassing ser- 
vice to which they had been subjected, and the 
devastation and plunder which the enemy had 
been so long committing on their shores; and 
the remonstrances of Brigadier General Stewart, 
commanding the militia there, under the State 
authority, had become extremely importunate 
with both the Secretary of War and the Presi- 
dent, to receive aid and protection from the Gen- 
eral Government. The danger of throwing a 
force so far down into that neek of land, which 
exposed them to the danger of being cut off, be- 
sides that they would be lost for the defence of 
Washington, Baltimore, or Annapolis, had hith- 
erto prevented me from pushing any part of my 
command so lowdown. But the President, in 
conversation, told me that their situation required 
aid, and directed me to move the detachments of 
the 36th and 38th down to unite with, and ai, 
General Stewart. I accordingly ordered Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Scott to move oad Marlborough 
to Piscataway. and I proceeded directly down 
myself on the 3d. On the morning of the 4th of 
August I wrote the following letter from Port 
Tobacco, marked 13 A, to the Secretary of War, 
and agreeably to the intention therein expressed, 
proceeded twelve miles below, to General Stew- 
arl’scamp. I there learned, beyond doubt, that 
the enemy had returned down the river; and after 
assuring the General of support, if they again 
advanced up the river, I returned back again to 
the City of Washington, directing Lieutenant 
Colonel Scott, commanding the regulars, to take 


up his encampment at a very convenient place 
two miles from Piscataway, on the road to the 
Woodyard and Marlborough. 

On my arrival at Washington I found that the 


requisition made upon the Governor of Maryland 
for three thousand men, to be assembled at Bla. | 


densburg, had brought to that place only one 


company; but I learned that other detachments 
were about marching to that place, and, in order 
that no delay might occur in organizing and 
equipping them, I ordered Major Keyser, of the 
38th regular infantry, to proceed to Bladensburg, 
to muster, inspect, and drill the detachments as 
they came in. 

I thence proceeded to Baltimore to ascertain 
more precisely the effect of the requisition made 
on Major Smith for two thousand from his divis. 
ion; when arrived, I found about one thousand 
two hundred only assembled. I reviewed and 
inspected them, and gave Brigadier Genera! 
Stansbury orders to endeavor by the most speedy 
means, to get in the delinquents and absentees, 

I had just learned, by a letter from the Gov. 
ernor of Maryland, and also from General Smith, 
that, upon General Smith’s application to the 
Secretary of War, he had determined that the 
two thousand men, now called to Baltimore, and 
which had been detached, under a requisition of 
the Secretary of War, directly on General Smith, 
of the 20th of April, were to be considered as 
part of the quota of Maryland, under the requisi- 
tion of the 4th of July. I bad drawn a different 
conclusion. and had so informed both the Gov- 
ernor and General Smith, in the visits I made to 
Annapolis and Baltimore, about the 20th of July, 
immediately after receiving the letter from the 
Secretary of War of the 17th of July, above ex- 
hibited. In order to supply the deficit in my cal- 
culation upon this force, | addressed the letter o/ 
the 13th of August to the Secretary of War, of 
which a copy, marked 14 A, is here presented; 
proceeded the same or the following day to Wasi- 
ington, by the way of Annapolis, and on the 
17th, at Washington, the day following my ar- 
rival, received the letter from the Secretary 0! 
War, of which a copy, marked 5 B, is sent. 

I should have stated that, two days after my 
return to the City of Washington, about the Oth 
of August, I received two letters from the Secre- 
tary of War, the one dated the 15th, the other the 
i7th of July, which, having been addressed \ 
me at Baltimore, had followed me backward and 
forward from place to place, and unfortunately 
only reached me at this late period; copies 0 
them are herewith sent, marked 6 B and 7 B. 

I had, in the meantime, addressed the letier o! 
the 6th of August to the Governor of Pennsy' 
vania, a copy of which is sent, marked 1 D, aud 
upon the 8th, on receiving the letter of the 
Secretary of War of the 15th, I wrote another 
letter to the Governor of Pennsylvania, of whic, 
from haste or much occupation, I did not take 4 
copy, or have mislaid it; it substantially, how- 
ever, informed him of the number of militia ! 
was authorized to call from him, requesting him 
to hasten their draughting and organization, and 
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transmit a list of the officers, from brigadiers 
oan who would command. Should this letter 
be deemed material, a copy can be obtained from 
the Governor, and I have written to procure it. 
L addressed, on the 16th, also, a similar letter 
to the Governor of Virginia. On the 16th or 17th 
of August, I received from the Secretary of State 
of Pennsyluania an answer, dated the 11th, of 
which a copy, marked 2 D, is herewith sent; and 
from the Adjutant General of Virginia, the an- 
swer and enclosures herewith sent, marked E. 
On the morning of Thursday the 18th intelli- 
ence was received, from the observatory on 
oint Lookout, that, on the morning of the 17th, 
the enemy’s fleet off that place had been rein- 


) forced by a formidable squadron of ships and 
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wabiads <a REE 


vessels of various sizes. 

I immediately made requisitions upon the Gov- 
ernors of Maryland and Pennsylvania, and to 
various militia officers, copies of which are here- 
with sent, marked as follows: to the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, 3 D; to the Governor of Mary- 
land, 20; to Major General Smith of Baltimore, 
1 F; to Brigadier General West, of Prince 
George’s, Maryland, No. 18; to Major General 
Van Ness, No. 4; to Brigadier General Hunger- 
ford, Virginia, No. 14; to Brigadier General 


~ Douglas and Colonel Chilton, of Virginia, and 


Brigadier Generals Bingsold, Swearingen, Bar- 
rack, and Foreman, of Maryland, No. 5. Besides 
the letters and correspondence here referred to 
particularly, a mass of correspondence occurred 
with various persons relative tomy command, and 
which, as far as I suppose they can have any in- 
fluence on the investigation, are herewith sent. 
That with the Governor of Maryland will be 
found in bundle C, and numbered, in addition to 
those already mentioned, from 3 C to 11 C, both 
inclusive. That with General Smith in bundle 
F, and that with other persons, not before re- 
ferred to, with the numbers before referred to, are 
exhibited from No. 1 to number 53, inclusive. 


_ Much other yoo arom necessary to be car- 


ried on, and which occupied much time, took 
place; which, however, is not sent, as I deemed 
them not calculated to illustrate the inquiry, and 
only calculated uselessly to encumber and em- 
barrass the inquiry. They will be furnished if 
thought requisite. I will state as nearly as possi- 


_ ble the forces which were in the field under these 
- various demands and requisitions, the time of 


4 


their assembling, their condition, and subsequent 

movements. The returns first made when I came 

into command, gave me— 

Fort McHenry, under the command of Major 
Armistead, non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, forduty - - - 194 

At Annapolis, in Forts Severn and Madison, 
under ete Bayi: io bi 0: rs gthe 

At Fort Washington, under Lieutenant Ed- 
wards - = - - = oh - 

The detachments of the 36th and 38th, and 
asmall detachmentof artillery under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Scott ep ue > ceed 


612 


49 


These corps received no addition, but were 
gradually diminishing by the ordinary causes 
which always operate to this effect. 

The two thousand Maryland militia, who were 
ordered to assemble at Baltimore, had been 
draughted in pursuance of a requisition made by 
the Secretary of War on General Smith, of the 
20th of April, and, as full time had been allowed 
to make the draught deliberately, they were, as 
far as practicable, ready to come without delay ; 
notwithstanding Brigadier General Stansbury 
was unable to bring to Bladensburg more than 
one thousand four hundred, including officers, 
and arrived at Bladensburg on the evening of 
the 22d of August. 

From General Stricker’s brigade in the city of 
Baltimore, which had been called out en masse, 
I required a regiment of infantry, the battalion 
of riflemen, and two companies of artillery—not 
deeming it practicable to reconcile the people of 
Baltimore to march a greater number, and leave 
it without any force, and being strongly per- 
suaded that the exigency would have drawn in 
time a greater force from the adjacent country. 
The detachment from Stricker’s brigade, under 
Colonel Sterret, arrived at Bladensburg in the 
night of the 23d of August, and the total amount 
was nine hundred and fifty-six. 

The detachment which had been stationed at 
Annapolis, under Colonel Hood, and which had 
been at the moment transferred by the Governor 
of Maryland to my command, arrived at the 
bridge at Bladensburg about fifteen minutes be- 
fore the enemy appeared, and I suppose was six 
to seven hundred strong. I have never had any 
return of it. 

The brigade of General Smith, consisting of 
the militia of the District of Columbia on this 
side the Potomac, were called out on Thursday, 
the 18th of August; on Friday were assembled, 
and on Saturday, the 20th, they crossed the East- 
ern Branch bridge, and advanced about five miles 
towards the Woodyard. They amounted, I sup- 
pose, to about twelve hundred; a return was 
never had before they separated from my com- 
mand, as there was not an interval of sufficient 
rest to have obtained one. 

General Young’s brigade, from Alexandria, 
between five and six hundred strong, crossed the 
Potomae, Saturday or Sunday, the 19th or 20th, 
and took post near Piscataway. 

The call for three thousand militia, under the 
requisition of the 4th July, had produeed only 
two hundred and fifty men at the moment the 
enemy landed at Benedict. In addition to the 
causes herein beforementioned, the inefficacy of 
this call is to be attributed to the incredulity of 
the people on the danger of invasion; the per- 
plexed, broken, and harassed state of the militia 
in St. Mary’s, Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, 
and a part of Ann Arundel counties, which had 
rendered it impossible to make the draught in 
some of them, or to call them from those ex- 
posed situations where a had been on duty 
two months, under the local calls for Maryland. 


Several other small detachments of Maryland 
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militia, either as volunteers, or under the calls on 
the brigadiers, joined about the day before the 
action, whose numbers or commanding officers I 
did not know. They may have amounted to 
some four or five hundred. 

Lieutenant Colonel Se prom of the Maryland 
cavalry, under an order of the Governor of Mary- 
land, with about eighty dragoons, arrived at the 
City of Washington on the 16th of August, on 
his way to join General Stewart, in the lower 
part of Charles or St. Mary’s county. 

Under the permission I just then received, to 
accept all the militia then in the field, under the 
State of Maryland, I informed Colonel Tilgh- 
man that I had no doubt of the Governor’s sanc- 
tion, for which I had applied, and recommended 
him to halt here. He agreed not only to this, 
but,-by the consent of General Stewart, who hap- 
pened then to be in the city, sick, agreed to take 
my orders. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lavall, of the United 
States’ Light Dragoons, with a small squadron of 
about one hundred and twenty, who had been 
mounted at Carlisle the preceding Monday, ar- 
rived at Montgomery Courthouse on the evening 
of the 19th of August, reported himself to the 
War Office, and received orders to report to me. 
He moved on the next morning and crossed the 
Eastern Branch. 

Captain Morgan, with a company of about 
eighty of the 12th United States’ infantry, joined 
at the Long Old Fields on the evening of the 22d. 

Colonel Minor, from Virginia, arrived at the 
city on the evening of the 23d, with about five 
hundred men, wholly unarmed and without equip- 
ments. Under the direction of Colonel Carbery, 
who had been charged with this subject, they 
received arms, ammunition, &c., next morning, 
but not until after the action at Bladensburg. 

No part of the 10th had yet arrived. 

There had been no Adjutant or Inspector Gen- 
eral attached to my command from its com- 
mencement. Major Hite, Assistant Adjutant 
General, joined me, on the 16th of August, at 
Washington, and Major Smith, Assistant In- 
spector General. on the 19th. 

This was the situation, condition, and ameunt 
of my force and command. 

It wiil be observed that this detail is continued 
up to the moment of the battle of Bladensburg ; 
but, as the time at which the different corps re- 
spectively joined is stated, it will be readily seen 
what troops were concerned in the different 
movements which will now be detailed. 

The innumerably multiplied orders, letters, 
consultations, and demands, which crowded upon 
me at the moment of such an alarm, can more 
easily be conceived than described, and occupied 
me nearly day and night, from Thursday, the 
18th of August, till Sunday, the 2ist, and had 


_ nearly broken down myself and assistants in pre- 


paring, dispensing, and attending to them. 

On Thursday evening, Colonel Monroe pro- 
osed, if I would detach a troop of cavalry with 
im, to proceed in the most probable direction to 

find the enemy and reconnoitre him. Captain 


Thornton’s troop, from Alexandria, was detailed 
on this service, and, on Friday morning, the Col- 
onel departed with them. t this time it was 
supposed the enemy intended up the bay, as one 
of his ships was already in view from Anpnapo- 
lis, and his boats were sounding South river [¢ 
was Colonel Monroe’s intention to have pro- 
ceeded direct to Annapolis; but, before he had 
got without the city, he received intelligence that 
the enemy had proceeded up the Patuxent, and 
were debarking at Benedict. He, therefore, bent 
his course to that place. By his first letter, on 
Saturday, which reached the President that even- 
ing, he was unable to give any precise intelli- 
gence, except that the enemy were at Benedict 
in force. 

On Saturday, Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, 
with his squadron of dragoons, was despatched 
by way of the Woodyard to fall down upon the 
enemy, to annoy, harass,and impede their march, 
by every possible means, to remove or destroy 
forage and provision from before the enemy, and 
gain intelligence. Captain Caldwell, with his 
troop of city cavalry, was despatched with the 
same views towards Benedict, by Piscataway, it 
being wholly uncertain what route the enemy 
would take, if it was his intention to come to 
Washington. 

On Sunday, I crossed the Eastern Branch, and 
joined Brigadier General Smith, at the Wood- 
yard, where Lieutenant Colonel Scott, with the 
36th and 38th, and Lieutenant Colonel Kramer, 
with the militia from Bladensburg, had arrived 
by previous orders. On the road to the Wood- 
yard, I received a letter from Colonel Monroe, of 
which a copy is sent, marked ——; and, at about 
eight o’clock in the evening. I received another 
letter from him, of which a copy is sent, marked 
——; and, in a very short time after, he arrived 
himself, and, immediately after, Colonel Beall, 
who had seen a body of the enemy, which he 
estimated at four thousand, (without supposing 
he had seen the whole) enter Nottingham, on 
Sunday evening. Colonel Monroe, being much 
exhausted, retired to rest. I gave Colonel Beall, 
on account of his experience, orders to proceed 
and join Colonel Hood on his march from An- 
napolis, and take command of the detachment. 
I occupied the night in writing letters and orders 
to various Officers and persons, and, at day-light, 
ordered a light detachment from General Smith’s 
brigade, under Major Peter, the regulars, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott, and Lavall’s cavalry, 
to proceed immediately towards Nottingham, to 
meet the enemy. 

I proceeded oe in advance myself, 
accompanied by Colonel Monroe and the gentle- 
men of my staff. 1 had learned that Colonel 
Tilghman with his cavalry on the advance of 
the enemy had fallen back upon Marlborough 
the evening before, and had during the night 
sent him an order to proceed upon the road from 
Marlborough to Nottingham, and meet me at the 
Chapel. Having got considerably in advance of 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott’s and Major Peter’s 
detachments, and also to obtain intelligence, | 
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halted at Mr. Oden’s, within half a mile of the 
junction of the roads from Marlborough and the 
oodyard to Nottingham, directing Lavall to gain 
the Marlborough road, post himself at the Chapel, 
and push forward patrols upon all the roads to- 
wel Nottingham. In less than half an hour, 
and before the detachments of Scott and Peter 
had come up, intelligence was brought that the 
enemy was moving from Nottingham in force to- 
wards the Chapel. I immediately proceeded, with 
the gentlemen who were with me, to gain an ob- 
servation of the enemy, and came within view of 
the enemy’s advance about two miles below the 
Chapel. The observation was continued until 
the enemy reached the Chapel, and Scott and Pe- 
ter being then near two miles distant from that 
point, and it being therefore impossible for them 
to reach the junction of the Marlborough and 
Woodyard road before the enemy, I sent orders 
for them to post themselves in the most advan- 
tageous position, and wait for me with the body 
of the cavalry. Iturned into the road to the 
Woodyard and detached a small party under Ad- 
jutant General Hite on the Marlborough road to 
watch the enemv’s movements on that road nd 
give information. Upon arriving at Oden’s, him- 
self or some other person of the neighborhood 
whom I knew, and on whom I could rely, in- 
formed me that there was a more direct road, but 
not so much frequented, leading from Notting- 
ham to the Woodyard, and joiniog that on which 
I then was, two miles nearer to the Woodyard. 
A doubt at that time was not entertained by 
anybody of the intention of the enemy to proceed 





modore Barney, who had by this time joined him 
from Marlborough, with about four hundred sail- 
ors and marines, and had taken also command of 
the marines, under Captain Miller, who had ar- 
rived from the city the night before. I presumed, 
from the appearance of his force, it was about 
one hundred or one hundred and twenty. As 
soon as I had satisfied myself as to the position 
and disposition of Scott’s and Peter’s detachments, 
I advanced again towards the enemy to ascertain 
his situation and intentions. It had now become 
certain that he had taken the road to Marlbo- 
rough; and Colonel Monroe crossed over to that 
place, to join Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, and 
observe his movements. 

I sent an order immediately to Scott and Peter, 
to retire back to General Smith, and the latter to 
take post at the points where the roads from 
Washington City and the Woodyard, to Marlbo- 
rough, unite. This order was incorrectly deliv- 
ered, or misunderstood, and he took post, instead, 
at the point where the roads from the Woodyard 
and Marlborough, to the City of Washington, 
unite. The mistake, however, produced no in- 
convenience, but, on the contrary, was perhaps 
better than the position to which I had directed; 
because it threw my forces more between Marl- 
borough and Bladensburg, and also in command 
of the road by which the enemy did finally ad- 
vance, which the other position would not have 
done. Its inconvenience was, that it left open 
the road to Fort Washington, and rendered Gen- 
eral Young’s junction, if it should become proper 
to advance him, hazardous on the road. It fur- 


direct to Washington, and the advantage of divid- ther became necessary to retire still further back, 
ing their force and proceeding on two roads run- | and the only position where the troops could be 


ning so near each other to the same point was so 
obvious, that I gave orders to Scott and Peter to 


tolerably accommodated, or posted to advantage, 
was at Dunlap’s, or, as it is generally called, the 


retire, and occupy the first eligible position be- | Long, or the Battalion Old Fields. 


tween the junction of that road and the one we 
were on and the Woodyard; despatched a patrol 


General Smith was therefore ordered to retire 
to that point, with the whole of the troops, ex- 


of cavalry to observe that road, and give the ear- | cept the cavalry. Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman 


liest notice of the advance of the enemy upon it. 
I still continued the observation of the enemy 
myself, and he turned a part of his column into 
the road to the Woodyard, and penetrated a skirt 
of wood which hid the junction of the Marlbo- 
rough and Woodyard road from view, and there 
halted it within a quarter of a mile of Oden’s 
house. I hesitated for some time whether to 
attribute his delay to a view which he may have 
had of Scoti’s and Peter’s detachment, or to a 
design to conceal his movement towards Marlbo- 
rough, the road to that place being concealed by 
woods from any point of observation which could 
be gained. 

It appeared afterwards that his whole force 
halted here for an hour or upwards, and thus con- 
tinued in an uncertainty as to his intended route. 
I had in the meantime rode back and assisted 
Peter and Scott to post their detachments in a 
favorable position, from whence I entertained a 
hope to have given the enemy a serious check, 
without much risk to this detachment. Orders 
had been previously sent to General Smith to post 
his whole detachment in conjunction with Com- 


and Captain Herbert were charged with hover- 
ing upon the enemy on all the roads leading from 
Bladensburg, from the North, and from Annapo- 
lis to Marlborough. With Lavall’s cavalry, I 
advanced to the nearest and most convenient 
positions between the Woodyard and Marlbo- 
rough, and found the enemy quietly halted at 
Marlborough. Tilghman’s cavalry picked up 
up one or two prisoners, who had straggled be- 
yond the enemy’s pickets, and my examination 
of them confirmed me that the enemy did not 
contemplate leaving Marlborough that day. 
After remaining near Marlborough, in obser- 


| vation, till towards the latter part of the after- 


noon, I returned to General Smith, where [ ar- 
rived towards the cluse of the day. About dark 
I learned that the President and Heads of De- 
partments had arrived at a house about a mile in 
the rear of the camp. I detached a captain’s 
guard to his quarters; advanced the cavalry of 
Lavall on the roads towards Marlborough, with 
orders to patrol as close upon the enemy as possible 
during the course of the night; and after having 
waded through the infinite applications, consulta- 
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tions, and calls, necessarily arising from a body of 
two thousand five hundred men, not three days 
from their homes, without organization, or any 
practical knowledge of service on the part of their 
officers, and being obliged to listen to the officious 
but well intended information and advice of the 
crowd, who, at such a time, would be full of both, 
T lay down to snatch a moment of rest. 

A causeless alarm from one of the sentinels 
placed the whole force under arms about three 
o’clock in the morning. A short time after sun- 
rise, I rode over to the quarters of the President, 
to inform him and the Secretary of War of the 
state of things. Upon my return, rumors pre- 
vailed that the enemy had taken the road to 
Queen Ann, which was directly leading to An- 
napolis. I could not, however, suppose that Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tilgnman and Captain Herbert 
would fail to advise me if the fact were so. The 
rumor, however, gained ground; and just at this 
time, Mr. Luffborough, of this city, with some 
fifteen or twenty mounted men, offered himself 
a to perform any duties on which I could 
employ them. I immediately despatched him to 
ascertain the truth of this report, by penetrating 
to that road, and also to obtain whatever infor- 
mation he could relative to the enemy. About 
twelve o’clock he sent me decisive information 
that the enemy were not on the Annapolis road. 

I received constant intelligence that the enemy 
still remained in Marlborough; and, therefore, 
felt no doubt that, if he intended to take the road 
to Annapolis, any movement upon that road was 
only an advance party for observation, and pre- 
paratory toa general movement; and as the morn- 
ing advanced, and the information brought still 
confirmed the impression that the enemy intend- 
ed no movement from Upper Marlborough, | 
resolved to endeavor to concentrate the force 
(which I hoped had now considerably accumu- 
lated within my reach) down upon the enemy’s 
lines near Marlborough. 

I accoringly ordered a light detachment to be 
sent forward by General Smith, under Major 
Peter, and having also learned by Major Wood- 
year, of General Stansbury’s staff, that he had 
arrived the evening before at Bladensburg, 1 sent 
orders to him to advance toward Marlborough, 
and to take post at the point where the Old 
Fields to Queen Ann crosses the road from Bla- 
densburg to Marlborough, which brought him 
within four miles of the Old Fields, and within 
from six to eight of the enemy. I was auxiously 
waiting to hear of Lieutenant Colonel Beall’s 
progress with the detachment for Annapolis, and 
of Lieutenant Colonel Sterret’s from Baltimore. 

The President and Heads of Department had 
been upon the field since about eight o’clock. I 
communicated my views and intentions, as above 
detailed, and informed them that I proposed my- 
self to pass over the road from Bladensburg to 
Marlborough to meet General Stansbury; to make 
closer observations upon the road direct from the 
enemy to Bladensburg, and to establish more thor- 
oughly a concert between Stansbury and Smith’s 
command ; to be also nearer to Beall, to give him 


also a direction towards the enemy on the road 
leading into Marlboiough from the North, if my 
intelligence should continue to justify it, and to 
draw down Lieutenant Colonel Sterret, with his 
force, as soon as I should ascertain where it was. 
I accordingly, with a troop of Lavall’s cavalry 
proceeded about twelve o’clock: upon arriving 
at the Bladensburg road I halted. and pushed a 
patrol of cavalry down towards Marlborough. 

In a few minutes after, three of Captain Her- 
bert’s troop, who were observing down the same 
road, arrived with two prisoners, who they had 
= seized in a very bold and dexterous manner. 

he information of these prisoners confirmed the 
impression that the enemy did not intend to move 
from Marlborough that day; and as it was now 
one o’clock, I felt little doubt of it. After re- 
maining some time for intelligence from the Uni- 
ted States’ dragoons that I had sent down with 
orders to press down as closely as possible upon 
the enemy, a slight firing was Lead. in the direc- 
tion of the enemy, which I concluded was from 
the enemy’s picket upon this party. A few mo- 
ments confirmed this conjecture, by the return of 
a dragoon with this intelligence. A more con- 
siderable firing was then however heard, which 
I concluded to bea skirmishing by Peter’s detach- 
ment with the enemy, put upon the alert and 
advance by the firing at the dragoons. 

The firing soon after ceased, and after having 
sent for the purpose of ascertaining the fact, with 
directions to follow with intelligence on towards 
Bladensburg, in which direction [ proceeded with 
the expectation of meeting General Stansbury, 
and with the intention to halt him until my intel- 
ligence should decide my further proceedings. 

I had proceeded within four or five miles of 
Bladensburg without meeting General Stansbury, 
when I was overtaken by Major McKenney, a 
volunteer aid with General Smith, who informed 
me that Peter had skirmished with the advanc- 
ing enemy, who had driven him back on General 
Smith, and that the enemy had halted within 
three miles of the Old Fields; that, agreeably to 
my directions upon the probability of an attack, 
General Smith had sent off the baggage across 
the Eastern Branch; and that himself and Com- 
modore Barney had drawn up the forces ready to 
receive the enemy, should he advance. On m 
way towards Bladensburg I had left orders wit 
Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman’s cavalry to con- 
tinue their observation on the Bladensburg and 
Marlborough roads, and, in case the enemy should 
move on that road, to give General Stansbury 
immediate notice, and fall back on him. In 
proceeding to the Old Fields, I met Lieutenant 
Colonel Tilghman himself, and renewed these 
directions. Captain Herbert was also between 
General Stansbury and the enemy, with the same 
instructions. 

When Major McKenney gave me the intelli- 
gence of the advance of the enemy, I despatched 
an aid to General Stansbury, with directions to 
him to fall back and take the best position in ad- 
vance of Bladensburg, and unite Lieutenant Col- 
onel Sterret, with him should he arrive at Bla- 
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densburg, as I expected, that evening; and should 
he be attacked, to resist as long as possible ; and 
if obliged to retire, to retreat towards the city. 

I reached the Old Fields about five o’clock in 
the afternoon, and found General Smith and Com- 
modore Barney had judiciously posted their men 
in expectation of the enemy, and were expecting 
his approach. The head of the enemy’s column 
was about three miles from our position, and five 
miles from Marlborough. He must have reached 
that point by or before one o’clock, and his halt 
there at that period of the day, so short a distance 
from Marlborough, and apparently only drawn 
out by my parties pnts upon him, and at the 
point from whence he could take the road to Bla- 
densburg, to the Eastern Branch bridge, or Fort 
Washington, indifferently, or it might be to cover 
his march upon Annapolis; to which place he had 
strong temptations to proceed. His force was 
very imperfectly known, the opinions and repre- 
sentations varying from four to twelve thousand: 
the better opinion fixed it from five to seven thou- 
sand. If he supposed his force insufficient to pro- 
ceed to Washington, and further reinforcements 
were expected, which all information concurred 
to state, the natura! conclusion was, that he would 
seek some place where he could in secdrity refresh 
his men, and place them in comfortable quarters, 
near a convenient port for his ships, and whence, 
upon receiving reinforcements, he would be rea- 
dy to act against the important points of the 
country. Having, therefore, already accomplish- 
ed one great object of the expedition—the de- 
struction of Commodore Barney’s flotilla—if he 
was not in a condition to proceed further into the 
country, Annapolis offered him a place in all re- 
spects such as he would desire. It brought him 
to a fine port, where his ships could lie in safety ; 
it afforded abundant and comfortable quarters for 
his men ; magazines and store-houses for all his 
stores and munitions of every description; was 
capable, with very little labor, of being rendered 
impregnable by land, and commanded the water ; 
it was the nearest point of debarkation to the 
City of Washington, without entering a narrow 
river, liable to great uncertainty in its naviga- 
tion from adverse winds; and was at hand to 
Baltimore ; equally threatening those two great 
points, and rendering it absolutely necessary 
to keep a force doubly sufficient to resist him— 
one for the protection of Washington, the other 
for Baltimore. ‘I'he squadron which was ascend- 
ing the Potomac, and had now passed the Kettle 
Bottoms, the only obstruction in the navigation 
of the river, might be only a feint, the more effec- 
tually to conceal their intentions against Anna- 
polis; or, what was more probable, was intended 
to unite with the land force, and co-operate ina 
joint attack on Washington. It was, therefore, 
strongly believed, that the land force was des- 
tined to proceed and take Fort Washington in 
the rear, where it was wholly defenceless, while 
it was capable of offering a very formidable re- 
sistance to the ascent of ships up the river, and, 
imperfect as it was, perhaps capable of repulsing 
them altogether. And it was therefore that I 


sent to General Young, when the force under 
General Smith fell back to the Old Fields, to 
take a position so as to protect Fort Washington, 
and avoid being taken in the rear by the enemy.. 

If the object of the enemy was to proceed di- 
rect to Washington, the road by Bladensburg 
offered fewer obstructions than that over the 
Eastern Branch bridge, although it was six miles 
further ; and yet, if I had retired toward Bladens- 
burg, I should have been removed so much further 
from annoying or impeding the enemy if he pro- 
ceeded to Fort Washington ; and [ should have 
left the road to Washington City, by the Eastern 
Branch bridge, open to him, which, although I 
had, as I supposed, left a secure arrangement for 
its destruction, yet the importance of leaving that 
bridge as long as possible, on account of its great 
value to us, and the danger that, in the multitude 
of business which was accumulated on every per- 
son during such alarm, confusion, and disorder, 
arising at such a moment, with such raw, undisci- 
plined, inexperienced, and unknown officers and 
men, rendered it hazardous to trust this direct 
and important pass unguarded. 

It was under all these circumstances, that 
after waiting for the enemy at Old Fields till 
sundown, that I determined to retire over the 
Eastern Branch bridge, in which Commodore 
Barney concurred, and his force with mine pro- 
ceeded accordingly. 

My reasons for not remaining at the Old Fields 
during the night was, if an attack should be made 
in the night, our own superiority, which lay in 
artillery, was lost,and the inexperience of the 
troops would subject them to certain, infallible, 
and irremediable disorder, and probably destruc- 
tion, and thereby occasion the loss of a full half 
of the force which I could hope to oppose, under 
more favorable circumstances, to the enemy. 

The reasons for retiring by the Eastern Branch 
bridge, were, the absolute security it gave to that 
pass, the greater facility of joining General 
Young, and aiding in the protection of Fort 
Washington, the greater facility of pursuing the 
enemy should he recede and proceed to Annap- 
olis, and the certainty that I could draw General 
Stansbury and Lieutenant Colonel Sterret to me 
if the enemy advanced too rapidly for me to 
advance and unite tosupport them. 

Under the harassing and perplexing embar- 
rassments, arising from having a mass of men 
suddenly assembled, without organization, disci- 
pline, or officers of any, the least, knowledge of 
service, except in the case of Major Peter, or, if 
possessing it, unknown to me as such, and the 
wearied and exhausted state in which incessant 
application and exertion, for nearly five uninter- 
rupted days and nights, had left me, these views 
offered themselves to my mind, and determined 
me to fall back, on Tuesday evening, to the 
bridge, instead of Bladensburg. Since the event 
has passed, and if a movement to Bladensburg, 
had it been made, would not have induced the 
enemy to pursue another course, it is easy to de- 
termine that a retreat to Bladensburg might have 
been better; but those who undertake to passa 
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judgment, should place themselves back to the 
‘moment and situation I was in when I formed 
the resolution, and it will be very difficult to find 
it an error; or if one, it is of that sort which 
is supported, when viewed in perspective, by 
‘stronger reasons than those which oppose it; 
‘and is only found to be an error by the expe- 
rience which so often confounds all reason and 
calculation. 

Upon arriving at the bridge, about eight 
o’clock, I directed General Smith to halt his 
men in the most convenient position near the 
bridge, on this side; and I passed over and rode 
directly to the President’s, and informed him of 
the then state of things. 1 had expected that I 
should probably have found the Secretary of 
War and other Heads of Departments there, but 
they had respectively retired to their homes. I 
returned to the bridge, leaving at McKeowin’s 
hotel the borrowed horse on which I rode. Both 
those I had with me being exhausted and worn 
down, and as I knew no one who had a horse in 
a different situation, I proceeded on foot to the 
camp. General Smith was not at the moment 
there. I proceeded on to the bridge, where I 
found about thirty men with axes, for the pur- 
pose of cutting the bridge down, and no other 
preparation for destroying it made. I proceeded 
again to the camp; detached a party of volun- 
teers to burn the upper bridge at once; detached 
a party of regular infantry across the bridge, in 
advance toward the enemy about half a mile, to 

revent him from seizing it by surprise, and posted 
Bareh’s artillery to command the pass of the 
bridge on this side. I learned at the bridge that 
some persons from the Navy Yard had been to 
the bridge to take some steps for destroying it, 
and knowing that this was the nearest, and the 
only place, indeed, from whence I could draw 
the powder, boats, and combustibles, for the pur- 
pose of rendering its destruction sure at any mo- 
ment, I proceeded, accompanied by Major Cox, 
of Georgetown, to ascertain what preparations 
had been made. I arrived there about twelve or 
one o’clock, saw Colonel Wharton, who referred 
me to Commodore Tingey, to whom I then pro- 
ceeded and roused him from bed. He informed 
me that several casks of powder were ready in 
boats to be sent from the Navy Yard to blow up 
the bridge when necessary. 1 begged him to in- 
crease the quantity of powder, to farnish a quan- 
tity of combustibles also to be laid upon the 
bridge, that its destruction, when necessary, in 
One way or other, might be - beyond doubt. 
Commodore Tingey undertook to have what I 
requested provided, and sent without delay to the 
bridge. I returned to the bridge to see that the 
different detachments which I had stationed there 
were upon the alert, and understood the objects 
for which they were detached. And I thence 
returned to the camp, between three and four 
o’clock, much exhausted, and considerably hurt 
in the right arm and ancle from a severe fall 
which I had into a gulley or ditch on my way to 
the Navy Yard. I snatched about an hour or two 
of sleep, rose, and proceeded to gather my attend- 


ants and horses, much exhausted and worn down 
by the incessant action of the three preceding 
days, and proceeded to establish my headquar- 
ters at a house near the bridge. 

My patrols and videttes not having yet brought 
me any intelligence of a movement of the ene- 
my, and being still doubtful whether he might 
not move upon Annapolis, Fort Warburton, or 
toward the bridge, rather than Bladensburg, | 
held the position near the bridge as that which, 
under all circumstances, would enable me best to 
act against the enemy in any alternative. | 
learned about this time, with considerable morti- 
fication, that General Stansbury, from misunder- 
standing or some other cause, instead of holding 
a position during the night in advance of Bladens- 
burg, had taken one about a mile in its rear; and 
that his men, from a causeless alarm, had been 
under arms the greater part of the night, and 
moved once or twice, and that he was at that mo- 
ment on his march into the city. I instantly sent 
him an order to resume his position at Bladens- 
burg ; to post himself to the best advantage; make 
the utmost resistance, and rely upon my support- 
ing him if the enemy should move upon that road. 
I had, at a very early hour in the morning, de- 
tached Captain Graham, with his troop of Vir- 
ginia cavalry, to proceed, by Bladensburg, down 
upon the road toward the enemy, and insure, by 
that means, timely notice to General Stansbury 
and myself,should theenemy turnthat way. With 
this addition to the cavalry already on those roads, 
it became impossible for the enemy to take any 
steps unobserved. Additional cavalry patrols and 
videttes were also detached upon all the roads 
across the bridge, to insure the certainty of intel- 
ligence, let the enemy move as he might. 

Colonel Minor had also arrived in the city the 
evening before, with five or six hundred militia 
from Virginia, but they were without arms, ac- 
coutrements, or ammunition. I urged him to 
hasten his equipment, which I learn was delayed 
by some difficulty in finding Colonel Carbery, 
charged with that business; and he had not re- 
ceived his arms, &c., when, about 10 o’clock, I 
received intelligence that the enemy had turned 
the head of his column towards Bladensburg. 
Commodore Barney had, upon my suggestion, 

osted his artillery to command the bridge early 
in the morning. 

As soon as | learned the enemy were moving 
towards Bladensburg, I ordered General Smith, 
with the whole of the troops, to move immedi- 
ately to that point. 

The necessary detention arising from orders to 
issue, interrogations, and applications to be an- 
swered from all points being past, I proceeded on 
to Bladensburg, leaving the President and some 
of the Heads of Departments at my quarters, 
where they had been for an hour or more. [I ar- 
rived at the bridge at Bladensburg about twelve 
o’clock, where I found Lieutenant Colonel Beall 
had at that moment passed with his command, 
having just arrived from Annapolis. I had passed 
the line of Stansbury’s brigade, formed in the 
field upon the left of the road, at about a quarter 
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of a mile in the rear of the bridge; and on the 
road, a short distance in the rear of Stansbury’s 
line, 1 met several gentlemen, and, among the 
others, I think Mr. Francis Key, of Georgetown, 
who informed me that he had thought that the 
troops coming from the city could be most advan- 
tageously posted on the right and left of the road 
near that point. General Smith being present, 
Mr. Key undertook, I believe, being sent for that 
purpose, to show the positions proposed. I left 
General Smith to make a disposition of these 
troops, and proceeded to the bridge, where I found 
Lieutenant Colonel Beall as before stated.* I in- 
quired whether he had any directions as to his 
position; he replied, he had been shown a high 
hill upon the right of the road, ranging with the 
proposed second line. It being a commanding 
position, and necessary to be occupied by some 
corps, I directed him to proceed agreeably to the 
instructions he had received. I then rode up to 
a battery which had been thrown up to command 
the street which entered Bladensburg from the 
side of the enemy and the bridge, where I found 
the Baltimore artillery posted, with the Baltimore 
riflemen tosupportthem. Upon inquiry, I learned 
that General Stansbury was on a rising ground 
upon the left of his line. I rode immediately 
thither, and found him and Colonel Monroe to- 

ether. The latter gentleman informed me that 

e had been aiding General Stansbury to post his 
line, and wished me to proceed to examine it 
with them, to see how far I approved of it. We 
were just proceeding with this view, when some 
person rode up and stated that news had just been 
received of a signal victory obtained by General 
Izard over the enemy, in which one thousand of 
the enemy were slain and many prisoners taken. 
l ordered the news to be immediately communi- 
cated to the troops, for the purpose of giving ad- 
ditional impulse to their spiritsand courage. The 
column of the enemy at this moment appeared in 
view, about a mile distant, moving up the East- 
ern Branch, parallel to our position. From the 
left, where I was, I perceived that, if the position 
of the advanced artillery were forced, that two or 
three pieces on the left of Stansbury would be 
necessary to scour an orchard which lay between 
his line and his artillery, and for another rifle 
company to increase the support of this artillery. 
These were promptly sent forward by General 
Smith, and posted as hastily as possible; and it 
was barely accomplished before I was obliged to 
give orders to the advanced artillery to open upon 
the enemy, who was descending the street toward 
the bridge. All further examination or move- 





* Since writing the above I have seen General Smith, 
who informs me that Mr. Key had been examining the 
grounds with him, and that it was his views that Mr. 
Key had been stating. He came up at the moment 
Mr. Key had given me the information. [ have been 
under the impression, till thus corrected, that it was 
the suggestion of Colonel Monroe and General Stans- 
bury that had suggested that position. This circum- 
stance is immaterial, except for the purpose of literal 
accuracy when necessary. 
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ment was now impossible, and the position where 
I then was, immediately in rear of the left of 
Stansbury’s line, being the most advanced posi- 
tion from which I could have any commanding 
view, I remained there. The fire of our advanced 
artillery occasioned the enemy, who were ad- 
vancing, and who were light troops, to leave the 
street, and they crept down, under the cover of 
houses and trees, in loose order, so as not to ex- 
pose them to risk from the shot; it was, there- 
fore, only occasionally that an object presented at 
which the artillery could fire. 

In this sort of suspension the enemy began to 
throw his rockets, and his light troops began to 
accumulate down in the lower parts of the town, 
and near the bridge, but principally covered from 
view by the houses. Their light troops, how- 
ever, soon began to issue out and press across the 
creek, which was everywhere fordable, and in 
most places lined with bushes and trees, which 
were sufficient, however, to conceal the move- 
ments of light troops, who act in the manner of 
theirs, singly. The advanced riflemen now began 
to fire. and continued it for a half a dozen rounds, 
when I observed them to run back to the skirts 
of the orchard on the left, where they became 
visible, the boughs of the orchard trees conceal- 
ing their original position, as also that of the ar- 
tillery, from view. A retreat of twenty or thirt 
yards from their original position toward the left 
brought them in view on the edge of the orchard; 
they halted there, and seemed for a moment re- 
turning to their position, but in a few minutes 
entirely broke, and retired to the left of Stans- 
bury’s line. I immediately ordered the fifth Bal- 
timore regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Sterret, be- 
ing the left of Stansbury’s line, to advance and 
sustain the artillery. They promptly commenced 
this movement, but the rockets, which had for the 
first three or four passed very high above the 
heads of the line, now received a more horizontal 
direction, and passed very close above the heads 
of Shutz’s and Ragan’s regiments, composing the 
centre and left of Stansbury’s line. A universal 
flight of these two regiments was the consequence. 
This leaving the right of the fifth wholly unsup- 
ported, I ordered it to halt; rode swiftly across the 
field toward those who had so shamefully fled, and 
exerted my voice to the utmost to arrest them. 
They halted, began to collect, and seemed to be 
returning to their places. An ill-founded reliance 
that their officers would succeed in rallying them, 
when I had thus succeeded in stopping the great- 
est part of them, induced me immediately to re- 
turn to the fifth, the situation of which was like- 
ly to become very critical, and that position gave 
me the best command of view. To my astonish- 
ment and mortification, however, when I had re- 
gained my position, I found the whole of these 
regiments (except a few of Ragan’s, not more 
than forty, rallied by himself, and as many per- 
haps of Shutz’s rallied, | learn by Captain Shower 
and Captaio , whose name I do not recol- 
lect) were flying in the utmost precipitation and 
disorder. 

The advanced artillery had immediately fol- 
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lowed the riflemen, and retired by the left of the 
fifth. I directed them to take post on a rising 
ground which I pointed outin the rear. The fifth, 
and the artillery on its left, still remained, and I 
hoped that their fire, notwithstanding the obstruc- 
tion of the boughs of the orchard, which, being 
below, covered the enemy, would have been ena- 
bled to scour this approach and prevent his ad- 
vance. The enemy’s light troops, by single men, 
showed themselves on the lower edge of the left 
of the orchard, and received the fire of this artil- 
lery and the fifth, which made them draw back. 
The cover to them was, however, so complete, 
that they were enabled to advance singly, and 
take positions from which their fire annoyed the 
fifth considerably, without either that regiment 
or the artillery being able to return the fire with 
any probability of effect. In this situation I had 
actually given an order to the fifth and artillery 
to retire up to the hill, toward a wood more to 
the left and a little in the rear, for the purpose of 
drawing them further from the orchard, and out 
of reach of the enemy’s fire, while he was shel- 
tered by the orchard. An aversion, however, to 
retire before the necessity became stronger, and 
the hope that the enemy would issue in a body 
from the left of the orchard, and enable us to act 
upon him on terms of equality, and a fear that a 
movement of retreat might, in raw troops, pro- 
duce some confusion and lose us this chance, in- 
duced me instantly to countermand the order, and 
direct the artillery to fire into a wooden barn un 
the lower end of the orchard, behind which I sup- 
posed the enemy might be sheltered in consider- 
able numbers. The fire of the enemy now began, 
however, to annoy the fifth still more in wound- 
ing several of them, and a strong column of the 
enemy ei To road as high as the 
right of the fifth, and beginning to deploy into 
the field to take them in flank, 1 directed the ar- 
tillery to retire to the hill, to which I had direct- 
ed the Baltimore artillery to proceed and halt, and 
ordered the fifth regiment also to retire. This 
corps, which had heretofore acted so firmly, 
evinced the usual incapacity of raw troops to 
make orderly movements in the face of the ene- 
my, and their retreat in a very few moments be- 
came a flight of absolute and total disorder. 

The direct line of retreat to the whole of this 
first line, being to the hill on which 1 had di- 
rected the artillery to halt, and immediately in 
connexion with the positions of General Smith’s 
corps, which were not arrayed in line, but posted 
on advantageous positions in connexion with and 
supporting each other, according as the nature of 
the ground admitted and required, I had not for 
a moment, dispersed and disordered as was the 
whole of Stansbury’s command, supposed that 
their retreat would have taken a different direc- 
tion. But it soon became apparent that the whole 
mass were throwing themselves off to the right 
on the retreat toward Montgomery Court-house, 
and flying wide of this point; the whole of the 
avalry, probably from the pressure of the infan- 


effort to turn the current more towards Genera] 
Smiih’s command and the city, in vain, and find. 
ing that it was impossible to collect any force to 
support the artillery which I had directed to halt 
and finding also that the enemy’s light troops 
were extending themselves in that direction, and 
pressing the pursuit, I directed the artillery to 
continue their retreat, on the road they then were. 
toward the Capitol, it being impossible for them 
to get across to the turnpike road, or unite with 
General Smith’s brigade. 

The hope of again forming the first line at this 
point, and there renewing the retreat, or, at all 
events, of being able to rally them between the 
Capitol and that point, and renewing the contest, 
induced me, at the moment I directed the fifth 
regiment to retreat, to request Mr. Riggs, of 
Georgetown, to proceed to the President and in- 
form him that we had been driven back, but that 
it was my hope and intention to form and renew 
the contest between that place and the Capitol. 

As soon as I found it vain longer to endeavor 
to turn the tide of retreat toward the left, I turned 
toward the position occupied by Lieutenant Col- 
onel Beall, Commodore Barney, and General 
Smith. By this time the enemy had advanced 
up the road, had driven back Lieutenant Colonel 

ramer’s command, posted on the right of the 
road, and in advance of Commodore Barney, af- 
ter having well maintained his position and much 
hurt the enemy, and also continued to fire during 
his retreat. He had come under the destructive 
fire of Commodore Barney, which had turned him 
up the hill towards Lieutenant Colonel Beall, 
whose detachment gave one or two ineffective 
fires and fled. Their position was known to me, 
was very conspicuous, and the extreme right. 
The enemy, therefore, had gained this command- 
ing position, and was passing our right flank ; his 
force pursuing on the left, had also advanced toa 
line with our left, and there was nothing there to 
oppose him. To preserve Smith’s command from 
being pressed in front by fresh troops of the ene- 
my, who were coming on at the same time, while 
they were under the certainty of being assailed 
on both flanks and rear by the enemy, who re- 
spectively gained them, in which circumstances 
their destruction or surrender would have been 
inevitable, I sent (my horse being unable to move 
with the rapidity I wished) to General Smith to 
retreat. I am not acquainted with the relative po- 
sition of the different corps composing his com- 
mand, and cannot therefore determine whoof them 
engaged the enemy, nor could I see how they act- 
ed; but when I arrived in succession at his dif- 
ferent corps, which I did as soon as practicable, 
I do not recollect to have found any of them that 
were not in order, and retreating with as little 
confusion as could have been expected. When 
I reached the road I found Commodore Barney’s 
men also retiring on the road, he having been 
overpowered by those who drove off Beall’s regi- 
ment, about the time I sent the order to retreat. 

I still had no doubt but that Stansbary’s com- 


ry that way, were also thrown wide of the line { mand, and the cavalry, would have fallen down 
of retreat toward the right. After making every | upon the Capitol, by the roads which enter that 
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rt of the city from the North, and still solaced 
myself with the persuasion that I should be able 
there to rally them, upon the city and George- 
town troops, who were retiring in order, and 
make another effort in advance of the Capitol to 
repulse the enemy. : 

After accompanying the retreating army with- 
in two miles of the Capitol, I rode forward for 
the purpose of selecting a position, and endeavor- 
ing to collect those whom I supposed, from the 
rapidity of their flight, might have reached that 
point. A half a mile in advance of the Capitol I 
met Colonel Minor with his detachment, and di- 
rected him to form his men, wait until the re- 
treating army passed, and protect them if ne- 
cessary. 

When I arrived at the Capitol I found not a 
man had passed that way; and, notwithstanding 
the commanding view which is there afforded to 
the North, I could see no appearance of the troops. 
I despatched an order to call in the cavalry to 
me there. 

Ina few moments the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of War joined me, besides that they 
had been witnesses to the dispersion of the troops 
and the exhaustion of those just halted by me. I 
stated the diminution of my force, and the extent 
of the positions which rendered it impossible to 
place the force [ then had in such a position as 
to prevent the enemy from taking me on the flank 
as well as front, and that no reasonable hope could 
be entertained, that we had any troops who could 
be relied on to make a resistance as desperate as 
necessary, in an isolated building which could 
not be supported by a sufficiency of troops with- 
out ; indeed it would have taken nearly the whole 
of the troops to have sufficiently filled the two 
wings, which would have left the enemy masters 
of every other part of the city,and given him the 
+ gee without risk, in twenty-four hours, 
to have starved them intoa surrender. The same 
objection equally applied to the occupation of 
- particular part of the city. 

oth these gentlemen concurred that it would 
subject the whole of my force to certain capture 
or destruction; and in its reduced and exhausted 
condition it was wise and proper to retire through 
Georgetown, and take post in the rear of it, on 
the heights, to collect my force. I accordingly 
pursued this course, and halted at Tenleytown, 
two miles north of Georgetown, on the Frederick 
road. Here was evinced one of the great defects 
of all undisciplined and unorganized troops ; no 
effort could rouse the men to the exertion neces- 
sary to place themselves in such a state of com- 
fort and security as is attainable, even under very 
disadvantageous circumstances. Such of them 
as could be halted, instead of making those efforts, 
gave themselves up to the uncontrolled feelings 
which fatigue, exhaustion, and privation produced, 
and many hundreds, in spite of all precautions and 
efforts, passed on and pursued their way, either 
towards home or in search of refreshments and 
quarters. After waiting in this position until I 
supposed I collected all the force that could be 
gathered, I proceeded about five miles further on 


the river road, which leads a little wide to the 
left of Montgomery Court-house, and in the morn- 
ing gave orders for the whole to assemble at Mont- 
gomery Court-house. 

This positon promised us shelter from the rain 
that began to fall an hour before day ; was the 
most probable place for the supply of provisions, 
which the troops very much needed; and wasa 
position from which we could best interpose be- 
tween the enemy and Baltimore, and to which 
place, at that time, nobody doubted he intended 
to go by land from Washington. 

In pursuance of this view, among the first acts 
after my arrival at Montgomery Court-house, 
was, to direct a letter to General Stricker, who 
commanded at Baltimore, informing him that it 
was my intention to gather my force together 
there, receive what reinforcements I could, show 
myself to the enemy as strong as possible, hang 
on his flank, should he move to Baltimore, intim- 
idate and harass him as much as possible in his 
movements, and endeavor always to preserve the 
power of interposing between him and Baltimore ; 
directing him to re-establish the dispersed com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Sterret, multiplying 
his means as much as possible, stop all reinforce- 
ments of militia from Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
or elsewhere, and present himself to the enemy 
at the crossing of the Patapsco, in as imposing a 
form as possible. 

This letter I sent by Captain Aisquith, whom 
I found at Montgomery, with fifteen or twenty 
others, the only part of the Baltimore detachment 
which had not returned home. 

The first object was, in the absence of quarter- 
master and coutractor, to make efforts to provide 
quarters and refreshments for my men; a few 
provisions were found there, beleigin to the 
contractor, and a person temporarily appointed to 
issue, and the most active men of the place called 
upon and authorized to get in provisions. 

The next object was to obtain a return of the 
different corps, which, from causes that can easily 
be understood, among undisciplined men and un- 
skilful officers, proved abortive before we moved 
next day. The arrival of several detachments of 
reinforcements, the reports of officers bringing on 
detachments who wanted orders and instructions, 
and the multiplied complaints and wants of men 
and officers, crowded together in small quarters, 
or entirely out of doors in a rainy, tempestuous 
day ; the calculations and arrangements necessary 
for ulterior operations, and to meet the demands 
and wants of the great force which my calls were 
likely to produce, may be supposed to have been 
as much as could be borne by the attention and 
efforts of one man, which he was obliged to en- 
counter, for the want of a skilful, or even organ- 
ized staff of any kind. 7 

No regular details for service of any kind could 
be performed, and ali the duties of this description 
were necessarily performed by the voluntary zeal 
of those corps who could not be borne down or 
discouraged by difficulties. My efforts were de- 
voted to endeavor to prepare the detachment to 
move down toward the city, and hang upon and 
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strike at the enemy whenever an opportunity oc- 
curred. The next morning, however, before a re- 
turn of the corps could be had, and their situation 
known, I received intelligence that the enemy 
had moved from Washington the preceding night, 
and was in full march for Baltimore. Linstantly 
put my command under arms, multiplied and 
strengthened sa sgh to gain intelligence, and 
advanced as rapidly as was practicable to Balti- 
more. When the forces arrived at Snell’s bridge, 
on the upper branch of the Patuxent, I had con- 
cluded that, if the enemy was, as we had had still 
reason to believe, proceeding to Baltimore, that 
it would be most advisable for me to proceed di- 
rectly thither, to lend the whole force of my power, 
as commander of the district, to call out and 
bring into activity the resources of the place, and 
also because it was likely to become the most im- 
rtant station of the command. I accordingly 
eft the command with General Stansbury, senior 
brigadier, and proceeded that night to Baltimore. 
On the road I met an express from Major Gene- 
ral S. Smith, who delivered mea letter, in which 
he informed me he had been called out into ser- 
vice, and had assumed the command, according 
to his rank ; and by the time I reached Baltimore, 
I also learned that the enemy was proceeding to 
Mariborough, and not toward Baltimore. 

If [had had longer time, or to repeat the action 
of Bladensburg, I could correct several errors 
which might materially have affected the issue 
of that battle. Theadvanced force ought to have 
been nearer to the creek along the edge of the low 

round, where they would have been skirted with 
Scshen and have avoided the inconvenience of 
the cover which the orchard afforded the enemy. 
The edge of the low grounds on the right of the 
road ought to have been lined with musketry, and 
a battery of cannon also planted in the field, on 
the right of the road, directly fronting the bridge ; 
and if Commodore Barney’s heavy artillery, with 
his more expert artillerists, had occupied the po- 
sition which the advanced artillerists did, and 
these posts been obstinately defended, the enemy 
would not have crossed the river at that point, 
but would have been obliged to make a circuit 
round to his right, and have crossed above, and 
at the upper end of the town; or, if the whole 
force had been posted at the position of the sec- 
ond line, with all the advantage which it afforded, 
and have acted with tolerable firmness and cour- 
age, the event might have been different ; but no 
advantage of position is proof against groundless 
panic anda total want of discipline, skill, and 
experience. 

On the night of my retreat to the city, I sent 
Assistant Adjutant General Hite down to General 
Young, to inform him of the movement, and to 
direct Wim to take the best position to secure Fort 
Washington, and his junction with me; or, in 
case the enemy si.ould interpose between him and 
me, to have his boats ready to transport his men 
across the river; or, if he could not do that, to fall 
down the river, and unite with General Stewart, 
and harass the enemy in the rear; and, above 
all, to be alert, and keep a vigilant guard upon 


every avenue of approach, to prevent a surprise, 
I also sent, by Major Hite, directions to the com. 
manding officer of Fort Washington, to advance 
a guard up to the main road, upon all the roads 
leading to the fort; and, in the event of his being 
taken in the rear of the fort by the enemy, to blow 
up the fort, and retire across the river. 

The distance of General Young, and the ne- 
cessity of retaining a position near the fort as long 
as the designs of the enemy remained uncertain 
rendered it impossible to have the assistance of 
his force at Bladeosburg. 

There was not a bridge on the road which the 
enemy pursued, from his debarkation to Wasb- 
ington, the destruction of which would have te. 
tarded his advance ten minutes. I believe, in 
fact, that the bridge at Bladensburg is the only 
one, and the facility with which that stream js 
everywhere fordable above the bridge rendered 
useless the destroying it. Indeed, I believe that, 
had artillery been posted as advantageously as it 
might have been, and well served, the bridge 
would have acted asa decoy tothe enemy to lead 
him into danger, and have been useful to us. 

Those who have that happy intrepidity of as- 
surance in their own capacity tosee with certainty, 
in all cases, the means by which they could have 
avoided the errors of others, and by which past 
calamities might always have been averted, will 
find my condemnation easy. Those who are dis- 
posed to measure difficulties by the limits of hu- 
man capacity, and who will impartially place 
themselves in my situation, will find it difficult to 
decide that any errors have been committed which 
might not have been equalled or surpassed by any 
other commander, or that the calamities which 
have followed could have been averted or mi- 
tigated. 

This narrative is accompanied by a map, with 
explanations, which will facilitate the under- 
standing of it. 
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Pinkney, and Captains Burch and Caldwell. 


General Stansbury’s Report. 


Battimore, November 15, 1814. 

By general orders from the War Department, 
of the 20th April, 1814, Major General S. Smith 
was directed to draught from his division, aad 
hold in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, 
two thousand men, officers included. 

By Major General Smith’s division orders, of 
the 29th of April, I was directed to furnish, by 
draught, from my brigade, as its quota, one thou- 
sand of this requisition, and hold them in readi- 
ness to march, ata momeavs warning, to Balti- 
more, for its defence. The first of May those 
orders were complied with, agreeably to a detail 
accompanying said orders. 

On the 18th of July, Major General Smith is- 
sued division orders, requiring the quota from my 
brigade, the 11th, and from the 2d and 9th, to 
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march, and rendezvous at Baltimore. My orders 
were issued on the 19th; the troops began to as- 
semble on the 24th, and were encamped about one 
and a half miles northward of the city, at a place 
called Camp Fairfield. 

On the 2Ist of July, by Major General Smith. 
I was directed to take charge uf this brigade, and 
commenced preparing for their reception. Early 
in August, General Winder, being vested with the 
command of the tenth military district, superseded 
Genera! Smith in the command. 

On Saturday, August the 20th, about one 
- o'clock P. M., I received, by express, letter No. 1, 
directing me to move down with my whole force 
for Washington. 

By this morning’s regimental reports, the force 
of my brigade, then in camp, appeared as follows : 

The first regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Ragan. officers included, 550; second regiment, 
under Colonel Shutz, officers also included, fit for 
duty, 803. : 

limmediately issued orders for wagons to be 
procured, provisions served out, tents struck, and 
everything prepared to march thatevening. But 
the difficulty of obtaining wagons to transport 
tents and camp equipage prevented my moving 
more than part of the brigade thisevening. The 
residue followed on the morning of the 21st. The 
advance party encamped atthe Stag Tavern ; the 
rear three miles short of it, on the evening of the 
2\st. 

About ten o’clock P. M. I received from Gen- 
eral Winder, by express, letter No. 2, dated the 
2ist directing me to halt until further orders. 

August 22, at ten o’clock A. M. received from 
General Winder letter No. 3, dated at the Wood- 
yard, the 21st, ten o’clock P. M., directing me to 
advance with all speed to Bladensburg. In con- 
sequence thereof, the line of march was taken up 
immediately, and at seven P. M. we arrived at 
Bladensburg. The first regiment encamped on 
the hill southeast, the second, on the northeast of 
the town; and, on Tuesday morning, the 23d, 
joined the first regiment on Lowndes’ Hill, near 
Bladensburg. About ten o’clock A. M. received 
from General Winder letter No. 4, dated at Head- 
quarters, Battalion Old Fields, August 22, con- 
taining orders to march my brigade (with the 
troops under Colonel Sterret, if they had joined 
me) slowly towards Marlborough, and take a po- 
sition on the road not far from that place, and 
that he would join me some time that day. 

The troops under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Sterret had not joined me, nor was I 
certain at what time they would arrive. The 
brigade was instantly put in motion, and the march 
commenced towards Marlborough, with a view 
of complying with General Winder’s orders. I 
immediately despatched my aid-de-camp, Major 
Woodyear, to General Winder, to communicate 
all the information which he might require as to 
my force; to receive particular orders as to the 
position 1 should take in the vicinity of Marlbo- 
rough ; and to obtain a knowledge of the country, 
and of the situation of the enemy. After pro- 
ceeding about one mile on the road to Marlbo- 
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rough, I met Captain Moses Tabbs riding express 
to inform me that the enemy, with their whole 
force, had left Marlborough, and were on their 
march toward me, distant about six miles. This 
information made me determine to avail myself 
of the high grounds I occupied in the morning, 
to which I immediately returned, and made the 
necessary preparations to receive the enemy. I 
directed Captain Tabbs to return and reconnoitre 
the enemy, and give me every information. About 
four o’clock P. M. he returned, and informed me 
that theenemy, on leaving Marlborough, had taken 
a different route. Soon after, my aid-de-camp, 
Major Woodyear, returned from General Win- 
der, and informed me that the intelligence I had 
received of the movements of the enemy were, in 
part, incorrect,and that General Winder wished me 
to encamp on the direct road from Bladensburg 
to Marlborough, at about seven miles distant from 
the latter place. The Assistant Adjutant General, 
Major Hite, accompanied Major Woodyear. By 
letter No. 4, I was first informed that Lieutenant 
Colonel Sterret’s detachment, consisting of the 
fifth regiment, about five hundred strong; Major 
Pinkney’s rifle battalion, about one hundred and 
fifty ; and Captain Myers’s and Magruder’s com- 
panies of artillery, about one hundred and fifty, 
were attached to my command. These troops 
had not joined me, but were on their march. I 
despatched an express with this letter to Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Sterret, as soon as received, request- 
ing him to move on with all possible expedition. 

About sunset, on the 23d, he arrived with his 
command,and encamped near my brigade. The 
fatigued situation of his troops induced me to halt 
for the night, on the hill near Bladensburg, with 
the intention of moving towards Marlborough at 
reveille, on the 24th. Atabout eight o’clock P. 
M.a militia captain, who resided near Bladens- 
burg, came into camp attended by one of my sen- 
tinels, and informed me he was from General 
Winder’s camp, at the Battalion Old Fields; that 
General Winder was not in camp when he left it; 
and that it was apprehended he had been taken 
prisoner; as he had gone out to reconnoitre the 
enemy, and had not returned: that a detachment 
from the army had skirmished that day with the 
British ; and that Brigadier General Smith, of 
the District of Columbia, had taken the command 
of the army, and would certainly join me in the 
course of the night. At about eleven o’clock P. 
M., the Secretary of State, Colonel Monroe, with 
several gentlemen, came to my tent; and, as well 
as I recollect, Colonel Monroe observed that he 
was from Washington; that he had been at, or 
heard from, the camp of General Winder ; that 
there was an alarming silence with respect to 
General Winder, who had gone out to reconnoi- 
tre the enemy, and had not been heard of; and it 
was feared he was taken: that General Smith 
had, by persuasion, taken the command ; and that 
they would move towards, and join him before 
morning, he expected, from the Battalion Old 
Fields; and advised vigilance to prevent surprise. 
Soon after the departure of Colonel Monroe, the 
advance pickets, on the road by which we expect- 
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ed the enemy, and which was the direct one from 
Marlborough, fired ; and, in a few moments, my 
whole command was under arms, and prepared 
for action. The cavalry, under Colone Tilgh- 
man, who had come into town a little after dark 
for refreshments, were ordered down the Marlbo- 
rough road, except Captain Herbert, with his 
troop, who was directed to push down the road, 
toward the Battalion Old Fields, until he should 
fall in with General Winder’s army, which I was 
confident would join me that night. 

The troops were under arms until after two 
o’clock A. M. of the 24th, when, being advised by 
the cavalry that the enemy were not near, I or- 
dered them to retire to their tents, but to be ready 
to turn out ata moment’s warning; and strong 
pickets guards were placed on the road in every 
direction. Supposing my right and rear covered 
by General Winder’s force, [ felt no apprehen- 
sions of surprise there; and no expectation that 
the enemy, without first beating General Winder, 
could approach me, either by the Battalion or 
river road. But, about half after two o’clock A. 
M., Major Bates, Assistant Adjutant General of 
militia, came to me from Washington, with a 
message from General Winder, informing me 
that General Winder had retreated from the Bat- 
talion Old Fields into the City of Washington, 
across the bridge; which he had ordered to be 
burnt; and that the General expected I would re- 
sist the enemy as long as possible, should he move 
against me in that direction. Thus was my ex- 
pectation of security from the Battalion and river 
roads cut off, my right flank and rear uncovered, 
and liable to be attacked and turned, without the 
porionicy of securing it, in the position I then 
ay 


I instantly sent for Lieutenant Colonel Sterret, 
of the 5th, Major Pinkney, of the rifle corps, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Ragan, Lieutenant Colonel 
Shutz being present, officers in whom I placed 
the highest confidence, and stated to them the 
information and orders I had just received from 
General Winder, and our situation with respect 
to the enemy ; they were unanimous in opinion 
that our situation on that hill could not be de- 
fended with the force then under my command, 
worn down with hunger and fatigue as they were, 
and that it was indispensably necessary, for the 
security of the army, that we should immediately 
retire across the bridge of Bladensburg, and take 
@ position on the road between Bladensburg and 
the city, which we could defead. Colonel Tilgh- 
man of the cavalry observed he thought we had 
no time to lose. In this opinion I perfectly coin- 
cided. Orders were instantly given to strike tents, 
and prepare to march, and in about thirty min- 
utes, without noise or confusion, the whole were 
ip motion, and, about half past three o’clock in 
the morning, passed the bridge at Bladensburg 
leading to the City of Washington. Securing 
our rear from surprise, we halted in the road until 
the approach of day, with a view of finding some 
place where water could be had, in order that the 
men might cook their provisions, and refresh 
themselves for a few moments. The provisions 


consisted of salt beef of an inferior quality, the 
flour old and musty. At daylight, I moved on 
to the foot of a hill near a brickyard, and there 
ordered the troops to refresh themselves. This 
was about one and a half miles from Bladensburg, 

Early in the morning, I had despatched Major 
Woodyear to Washington, to inform General 
Winder of my movements and situation; of the 
exhausted state of the troops, and the impractica- 
bility of their meeting the enemy, in their present 
fatigued state, with any prospect of success, un- 
less reinforced. I rode to the top of the hill to 
examine the country. On my descending it 
again, a note was presented to me, by an express 
from General Winder, dated at Washington. 
(written I presume without a knowledge of my 
movements,) directing me to oppose the enemy, 
as long as I could, should he attempt a passage 
by the way of Bladensburg. This note I have 
mislaid. 

[called a council of war, consisting of Lieutenant 
Colonels Sterret and Ragan, and Major Pinkney. 
I laid the letter before them. Colonel Sterret ob- 
served, that he marched from Baltimore with a de- 
termination to defend the city; that his men, the 
day before, by a forced march from the Buck 
tavern, or Snowden’s, reached Bladensburg with- 
out halting to cook ; that they had been under arms 
nearly the whole of the night, without any sleep 
or food; that Major Pinkney’s riflemen, and the 
two companies of artillery, were in the same situa- 
tion ; and that they were so completely worn down 
and exhausted, that he should consider it a sacri- 
fice of both officers and men, to seek the enemy at 
any considerable distance from General Winder’s 
force, as no good could result therefrom. Major 
Pinkney and Colonel Ragan expressed themselves 
to the same effect; and, with Colonel Sterret, 
urged the propriety of moving further on the road 
towards the city, with a view of taking a stand on 
some more favorable ground for defence, with a 
better prospect of being joined by the forces under 
General Winder; and expressed their willingness 
to give their opinions in writing. I could not but 
admit the correctness of their views, and ordered 
the wagons to move un wt towards the city ; 
intending to follow on with the troops. 

At this moment, Major vu Pe returned 
from Washington, with positive orders from Gen- 
eral Winder to give the enemy battle at Bladens- 
burg, should he move that way, and that he would 


join me if necessary. 


I immediately ordered the troops to retrace their 
steps to Bladensburg, determined to maintain, if 
possible, the ground, at all hazards. 

On arriving in the orchard near the mill, I di- 
rected the artillery to post themselves behind a 
small breastwork of dirt, that lately had been 
thrown up by Colonel Wadsworth. This battery 
commanded the pass into Bladensburg and the 
bridge southwesterly of the town. Our artillery 
consisted of six six-pounders; Major Pinkney’s 
battalion of riflemen on their right, under cover 
of the town and bushes, also eee se 
pass by the bridge; two companies from Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Shutz’s regiment, under the com- 
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eel 
mand of Captains Ducker and Gorsuch, acting as 
riflemen, although principally armed with mus- 
kets, on the left of the artillery, near and protected 
by the barn, intended to defend the road leading 
by the mill on the left of the battery into the field ; 
Colonel Sterret’s regiment was halted in the 
orchard, on the right and in the rear, and the 
regiments of Colonels Ragan and Shutz were 
also halted in the orchard in the rear, and on the 
left flank near the creek. My intentions were, 
that they should remain here to refresh them- 
selves as long as possible, and as soon as the 
enemy appeared, to form Colonel Sterret’s regi- 
ment (in whom [ placed great confidence) on the 
right, their left resting on and supporting the 
right of Major Pinkney’s riflemen, in view of the 
bridge, and fronting the road, along which ran a 
fence, and act as occasion should require. Col- 
onels Ragan’s and Shutz’s regiments were to be 
drawn up in echellon, their right resting on the 
left of Captains Ducker’s and Gorsuch’s rifle 
companies, in order to prevent the enemy from 
ressing and turning our left, hoping that General 
inder would join me before the battle would 
commence, and occupy the ground in my rear, as 
a second line. 
About eleven o’clock, A. M., | was informed by 
a dragoon from Lieutenant Colonel Beall, that be 
was on the road from Annapolis to Bladensburg, 
with about eight hundred men, distant from me 
about five miles. and wished to know the distance 
and situation of the enemy. I directed the dra- 
goon to return and inform him that I had that 
moment received information that the British, 
with their whole force, were approaching Bla- 
densburg by the river road, and that they were 
only three and a half miles distant; and advised 
the Colonel to file off to his right, and cross above 
Bladensburg, to fall into an old road, which I 
understood led to our left towards Washington; 
and take a position on the high grounds, north 
and northwest of Bladensburg, which would com- 
pletely protect my left by preventing the enemy 
from out-flanking us that way, and force their 
main body across the bridge, in the face of my 
artillery and riflemen on the main road, and ex- 
pose them to the fire of the fifth regiment, under 
aoe Sterret, who would be protected by the 
ence. 
This advice it appeared Colonel Beall only 
took in part Parra from an anxious wish to 
lace himself between the enemy and the city. 
e sent his baggage off to the right, and with his 
troops passed the bridge at Bladensburg, about 
thirty minutes before the enemy appeared on Mr. 
Lowndes’ hill, and took his station on the hill, as 
1 was informed, near the brick kiln where we 
halted in the morning, about one and a half miles 
in my rear, and on the left of the road leading to 
the city. About meridian. the enemy could 
clearly be seen making towards us by the river 
road, 
While I was giving some directions to the artil- 
lery, I found Lieutenant Colonels Ragan’s and 
utz’s regiments had been moved from the place 
where I had stationed them, and marched out of 


APPENDIX. 
____ Capture of the City of Washington. 


1630 


the orchard up the hill, and formed in order of 
battle about two hundred and fifty yards above 
the orchard, and upwards of five hundred yards 
in the rear of the artillery and riflemen. Thus 
uncovered by the trees of the orchard, their situ- 
ation and numbers were clearly seen by the 
enemy from Lowndes’ hill, and the flanks of the 
artillery and riflemen unprotected, and laid liable 
to be turned, our main body being placed too far 
off to render them anyaid. On riding up the hill 
to know who had ordered this movement, I was 
informed that General Winder was on the ground. 
At this time I met with Brigadier General Smith, 
of the District of Columbia, and some conversa- 
tion took place between us respecting the order of 
battle and seniority ; the particulars I do not re- 
collect. I immediately rode to the mill, where I 
understood General Winder was, and found him 
reconnoitering the position of theenemy. While 
in conversation with him, the fifth regiment was 
taken out of the orchard, marched up the hill, and 
stationed on the left of Colonel Shutz’s regiment, 
that of Colonel Ragan’s being on the right, its 
right resting on the main road; but, as I before 
observed, the whole at so great a distance from 
the artillery and riflemen, that they had to con- 
tend with the whole British force, and so much 
exposed, that it has been a cause of astonishment 
they preserved their ground so long, and ulti- 
mately succeeded in retreating. Whose plan this 
was, I know not; it was not mine; nor did it 
meet with my approbation ; but finding a superior 
officer on the ground, I concluded he had ordered 
it, consequently did not interfere. General Winder 
asked me where I meant to take my station? I 
answered, about the centre of my brigade. Hesaid 
he would take his on the left of the fifth regiment. 
General Winder was extremely active in giving 
directions and in encouraging the men. took 
my station in the centre of Colonels Ragan’s and 
Shutz’s regiments, but occasionally rode along 
the line, encouraging the men, and giving orders 
to the officers. Major ccdens | directed to 
keep with the left of Colonel Shutz’s regiment, 
to cheer up the men, and assist the officers. Major 
Randall rode with me. Soon after, the action 
commenced by the artillery and riflemen at the 
battery. The fire of the artillery had great effect, 
and evidently produced confusion in the ranks of 
the enemy, who took shelter behind a warehouse, 
from whence they fired rockets; but a few well 
directed shots drove them from this position. A 
flanking party, concealed by the banks and bushes, 
pushed up the river to turn our left, whilst a 
strong force attempted the bridge; but the inces- 
sant and well directed fire from our artillery and 
riflemen at the battery occasioned evident con- 
fusion amongst their ranks,so much so, that their 
officers could be seen actively engaged preventing 
their retreating, and pushing them on to the bridge; 
and here I think the enemy suffered considerably. 
At length they succeeded in passing the bridge in 
small parties, at full speed, which formed after 
crossing. I had ordered forty horsemen with axes, 
to cut away this bridge before the.near approach 
of the enemy, and saw them with their axes. 
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Why this order was not exccuted, I never could 
learn. It is certain the enemy could have forded 
the stream above; but I considered it would, in 
some degree, impede their progress, and give our 
artillery and riflemen more time and opportunity 
to act with effect against them. 

The artillery under the command of Captain 
Myer and Magruder, and the riflemen, the whole 
under the command of Major Pinkney, behaved 
in the most gallant manuer; (this gallant officer 
in the course of the action was severely wounded) 
but the superior force of the enemy, and the ra- 
pidity with which he moved, compelled them to 
retire; but one of the pieces was lost, and this 
was rendered harmless before it was abandoned. 

The enemy took every advantage of the cover 
afforded them by the trees of the orchard, and 
their light troops from thence kept up a galling 
fire on our line. On this party, when advanced 
nearer, the fifth regiment, under Colonel Sterret, 
opened a steady and well directed fire, which was 
followed by the fire from the right, and ulti- 
mately from our centre, when the firing on both 
sides became general. Atiter a few rounds, the 
troopson the right began tobreak. I rodealong the 
line, and gave orders to the officers to cut down 
those who attempted to fly, and suffer no man to 
leave the lines. On arriving at the left of the 
centre regiment, I found Lieutenant Colonel 
Shutz’s and Ragan’s regiments fled in disorder, 
notwithstanding the extraordinary exertions of 
their officers to prevent it. On the left, 1 soon 
after discovered a part of the fifth regiment giving 
way, and that excellent officer Lieutenant Col- 
onel Sterret, with those under him, most actively 
engaged forming them again. Soon after, the 
retreat became general, and all attempts to rally 
them, and make a second stand, were fruitless. 
With a body of United States’ cavalry, I endea- 
vored to protect the rear and right of the retreat- 
ing men, so as to prevent their falling into the 
enemy’s possession. 

The men under my command were worn 
down and nearly exhausted from long and forced 
marches, want of food, and watching. They had 
been, with very little intermission, under arms 
and marching from the time of their departure 
from Baltimore, with but little sleep, bad provis- 
ions, and but little opportunity to cook. They 
certainly were not in a situation to go into battle; 
but my orders were positive, and [ was deter- 
mined to obey them, 

Before and during the action, I did not see any 
of the force I was led to expect would support 
me. I understood since, they were on their way 
to my assistance, and I presume exertions were 
made to bring them up. 

Before and during the retreat, I heard the 
thunder of Cornmodore Barney’s artillery ; but 
till then I did not know he was near. I believe 
there were few if any other troops in the field 
when the action commenced, than the three regi- 
ments of infantry, under Lieutenant Colonels 
Sterret, Ragan, and Shutz, Major Pinkney’s bat- 
talion of riflenten, Captains Myer’s and Magru- 
der’s companies of artillery, amounting to about 


ee 


two thousand one hundred and fifty, exclusive of 
two regiments of cavalry, who did not act. 

General Winder, on the field of battle, displayed 
all possible zeal, activity, and personal bravery 
in encouraging the men to fight, and after they 
broke, in his exertions to rally them. 

I saw the President and some of the Heads of 
Departments in the field, but did not perceive that 
any of them took any part in the arrangement 
made for battle. Colonel Monroe, the then Sec- 
retary of State, appeared extremely active in his 
efforts to aid the officers in the discharge of their 
duties, and exposed himself to much danger. 

To my See ae oh Major Edward G. Wooi- 
year,and my acting Brigade Major, Major Beall 
Randall, I am much indebted for their unremitted 
exertions in encouraging the men before and 
during the action, and the zeal displayed by them 
in their attempts to keep the ranks unbroken, and 
to rally the men, in which they in some degree 
succeeded ; for the company of Captain Galla- 
way, and part of Shower’s and Randall’s were 
rallied, and were among the last troops who 
left the field, and did not retreat until directed; 
some of them were killed, and several severely 
wounded. 

On arriving at the city, with part of Colonel 
Lavall’s United States’ cavalry covering the re- 
treat, and collecting the rear of our scattered 
troops, I found General Winder’s command had 
passed through it towards Georgetown. I pro- 
ceeded there, and then followed to a village a few 
miles beyond it, where I overtook him with troops 
collecting under his command, and some of those 
of my brigade. The army thence proceeded to 
Montgomery Courthouse on the 25th of August, 
where it was hourly reinforced by those who fled 
from the field. 

As there had been no place assigned by the 
Commanding General, previous to the action, to 
which the men should retreat in case of a defeat, 
many of those under my immediate command 
had fled from the field towards Baltimore. 

On the 25th I directed my aid, Major Wood- 
year, to push on from Montgomery Courthouse 
to that place, organize the draughted men, and 
bring them on to any point that General Winder 
should direct. 

On Friday, August 26th, at about 10 o’clock 
A. M., we took up the :ine of march from Mont- 
gomery Courthouse, on ise road leading to Bal- 
timore, with the United States’ infantry, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott ; Major Peter’s corps of 
artillery; General Smith’s brigade of District 
troops; the regiment of militia from Annapolis 
and Ann Arundel couuty, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonels Beall and Hood; some riflemen 
from Frederick, Alleghany, and other places; a 
large body of cavalry, and part of my brigade of 
draughted militia—a force respectable as to num- 
bers and appearance—and that night encamped 
about half way between Montgomery Courthouse 
and Ellicott’s upper mills. General Winder hav- 
ing received some information respecting the 
enemy, indicating intentions of moving against 
Baltimore, concluded his presence there was in- 
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dispensable. He set out for that place, leaving 
me in command of the army, with directions to 
follow him in the morning. Colonel Monroe 
was with us. 

During this night several expresses arrived from 
the City of Washington, by whom J was informed 
of the retreat of the enemy, said to be in such 
haste and confusion that many of their soldiers 
were straggling about in every direction; that 
the main army, after reaching Bladensburg, had 
taken the road to Marlborough, leaving their 
wounded. I ordered the cavalry to follow them, 
harass their rear, and pick up the stragglers. Re- 
ports from Georgetown and the city reached me, 
that the arms of many of the enemy had fallen 
into the hands of the blacks, and it was appre- 
hended that they would take advantage of the 
absence of the men to insult the females, and 
complete the work of destruction commenced by 
the enemy; and at the earnest solicitation of 
Brigadier General Smith and Major Peter, who 
expressed much anxiety respecting their families, 
and considering it all ees to prevent fur- 
ther injury to the city, I ordered the troops of 
the District of Columbia to move thither for its 
protection. 

Having ascertained that the enemy had re- 
treated to their shipping, I ordered the Prince 
George’s troops down to Bladensburg, and those 





disposition of the troops of Washington and 
Georgetown, under my command, from the pe- 
riod they were called into service, until the 24th 
of August, the disastrous day of battle at Bla- 
densburg, together with such facts and circum- 
stances relative to the subject as present them- 
selves. 

Late at night on the 18th August, I received 
orders to call out the whole of the brigade under 
my command, to rendezvous on the evening of 
the following day on the banks of the Tiber, in 
Washington, and to report to General Winder. 
The troops assembled according to orders, but 
being deficient in many essential supplies for ac- 
tual service, were, after an inspection, dismissed 
until the ensuing morning, the 20th, when every 
exertion on the part of the officers being made to 
perfect their equipment, they moved off from the 
Capitol about 3 P. M., crossed the Eastern Branch, 
and halted four miles therefrom, on the road lead- 
ing to Nottingham. They were here overtaken 
by the baggage, when it was ascertained there 
was a great deficiency of necessary camp equi- 
page, the public stores being exhausted ; many of 
the troops were compelled to lay out in the open 
field ; and of the essential article of flints, upon 
a requisition of one thousand, only two hundred 
could be had. Means were immediately adopted 
to supply the latter defect from private resources; 


ander the command of Lieutenant Colonels Beall | the former was never accomplished. On the fol- 
and Hood to remain encamped on the ground then | lowing morning, the 21st, the militia companies 
occupied, until they had orders from General | deficient in numbers were consolidated, and the 
Winder; and in the morning of the 27th, with | supernumerary officers detached to bring up de- 
the United States’ infantry, my brigade, and part linquents. The force on the ground amounted 
of Colonel Lavall’s cavalry, marched for Balti- | '© about one thousand and seventy, comprised 
more in a very heavy rain. On my arrival there | !nto two regiments, commanded by Colonels Ma- 
in the evening, I waited on General Winder, and | gtuder and Brent, and consisting of the following 
detailed to him what I had done since he left me, | 4¢scription of troops: two companies of artillery, 
with which he appeared well pleased. twelve six pounders, and two hundred and ten 


Before I conclude, I must observe that Major | Men; two companies of riflemen, nominally, but 


Pinkney, with most of his battalion, and part of 
the two companies of artillery, retired from their 
advanced position to the left of the fifth regiment, 
and with that regiment continued to behave with 
that gallantry which had distinguished them in 


armed with muskets, the Secretary of War hav- 
ing declined or refused to furnish rifles, one hun- 
dred and seventy men; one company of grena- 
diers, forty men; and five companies of light 
infantry, about two hundred and fifty men, in all 


the onset, and only retired when pressed by supe- | 2bout six hundred and seventy of volunteers, the 
rior numbers, and then, as I am informed, by or- | Tesidue common militia. Having here done ail 
ders from the Commanding General. that could be done for the organization of the 

TOBIAS E. STANSBURY. _| troops, and to enable them to move with celerity, 


Chai | they were, according to previous orders from Gen- 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, rman, $e. oral Winder putin motion, and after a hot and 


| fatiguing march, encamped that evening after 
General W. Smith’s Statement. | dusk near the Woodyard. At this place I found 
the United States’ 36th regiment, Lieutenant 

Camp, Wasuincton, October 6, 1814. | Colonel Scott, about three hundred and fifty 

Sir: In compliance with the request contained | strong, and a squadron of cavalry, under the 
in your favor of the 28th ultimo, enclosing a copy | command of Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman; the 
of a resolution of the honorable the House of| latter soon after moved off to reconnoitre on the 
Representatives of the United States, appointing | different roads between the Woodyard, Marlbor- 
a committee to investigate the causes which led | ough, and Nottingham. While the troops were 
to the success of the enemy, in his late were | occupying the ground, | received a message from 
against this city, I have the honor respectfully to | General Winder, then at the Woodyard, request- 
submit, for thé consideration of the committee, | ing au interview at his quarters; after which I 
the following detailed report, as connected with | returned to camp at 9 o’clock, and again, at his 
the inquiry, and embracing, as you wish, a view | request, joined him at 12, where Colonel Monroe 
of the numbers, the movements, the conduct, and | soon after arrived with the intelligence of the ar- 
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rival at Nottingham, (distant about twelve mien) 
of the enemy, in considerable force, both by lan 
and water. I received orders immediately to re- 
turn to camp and hold the troops in readiness to 
march at the shortest notice, and was instructed 
by General Winder to direct Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott, of the 36th United States’ regiment, to get 
his men immediately under arms, and to march 
according to orders previously given him. I 
reached the camp about two o’clock, A. M.; the 
troops were roused, the tents struck, the baggage 
wagons loaded, and the men got immediately un- 
der arms, and so remained until sunrise the 22d, 
when General Winder arrived and directed an 
advanced corps to be formed and march immedi- 
ately, to consist of about three hundred men, ar- 
tillerists and eer This was promptly done, 
and placed under the direction of Major Peter, 
consisting of his own artillery, Captain David- 
son’s light infantry, and Captain Stull’s rifle corps, 
armed with muskets. They moved immediately 
on the road to Nottingham, and were soon after 
followed by the main body tosupportthem. Ma- 
jor Peter with the advance corps moved on for 
four or tive miles, when he fell in with Colonel 
Lavall’s cavalry, a part of Colonel Tilghman’s, 
and the 36th United States’ regiment, retiring. 
The troops were halted, and a position taken to 
repel the enemy, now rapidly approaching. Gen- 
eral Winder here joined our troops, and soon af- 
ter, orders were given to fall back, which was 
done. The main body had meanwhile arrived 
at a position within two miles of the advance, 
where they found the marine corps, under the 
command of Captain Miller, with five pieces of 
heavy artillery, judiciously posted. 

This position not being deemed favorable for 
the infantry, they were directed to rest on their 
arms, whilst I rode briskly forward to discover 
one more adapted to them ; but none presented, ex- 
cept for light troops, a body of which was thrown 
in advance into the woods, and the residue of the 
troops disposed of to act according to cireumstan- 
ces. Here we received advice, about 11 o’clock, 
of the advance of the enemy and of the retiring 
of our troops, and immediately after, orders from 
General Winder to send off the baggage from 
where it had been left in the morning, to the 
“Long Old Fields,” and for the troops to retire 
slowly upon the same road. About this time. 
successive heavy explosions from the direction of 
Marlborough, announced the destruction of Com- 
modore Barney’s flotilla, which was known to be 
in that vicinity, and also that this course would 
be adopted, should the enemy approach in such 
force, by land and water, as to render the resist- 
ance unavailing. It was hence inferred, that the 
enemy had ascended the Patuxent in force, that a 
column of troops had co-operated, by taking the 
road in that direction, which was soon afterwards 
confirmed; and with the advices subsequently, 
that the whole of their army had filed off on that 
road, and taken possession of Marlborough. Our 
troops halted, and assembled at the fork of the 
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We here fell in with Commodore Barney and bi 
sailors, and after a short rest the whole moved on 
and about 4 P. M. arrived at the Long Old Fields, 
Here, pursuant to directions from General Win- 
der, I assumed the command of the assembled 
forces, those of Commodore Barney excepted, con- 
sisting now of the following troops, viz: District 
volunteers and militia, one thousand and seventy ; 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott’s 36th United States? 
regiment, three hundred and fifty ; Lieutenant 
Colonel Kramer’s battalion of draughted militia, 
two hundred and forty; and Major Waring’s 
battalion of Prince George’s militia, about one 
hundred and fifty; total about eighteen hundred 
men. An encampment was formed for the night, 
and such positions taken as were best calculated 
to resist a night attack: the cavalry being already 
stationed in advance, in the different roads lead- 
ing to Marlborough, with orders to keep patrolling 
parties constantly upon the enemy’s quarters, and 
to advise of all his movements. The troops being 
greatly fatigued, sought in sleep that repose they 
sv much wanted ; in this they were disappointed: 
an alarm gun aroused them about 2 o’clock in the 
morning of the 23d; they were quickly formed 
in front of their encampment, and dispositions 
made to meet and repel the expected attaek, but 
in a short time it was ascertained to be a {alse 
alarm, and the troops were dismissed, but with 
orders to hold themselves ready for their posts at 
amoment’s warning. At daylight General Win- 
der gave orders to have the tents struck, and the 
baggage wagons loaded, and that the whole should 
be ready to move in one hour. Those orders 
were complied with, with all possible expedition. 
Shortly after, the troops were got under arms, 
and were joined by another small detachment of 
Prince George’s militia, under the command of 
Major Maynard, about one hundred and fifty. 
The whole were held ready to move according to 
orders. About this time I received directions 
from General Winder to have formed an advance 
corps, constructed as the one of the preceding day, 
and to be prepared to move as his subsequent or- 
ders should designate. Peter’s, Davidson’s, and 
Stull’s companies were again selected for this 
purpose, and formed accordingly. The President 
of the United States, accompanied by the Sec- 
retary of War, and others of his Cabinet, now 
came upon the poms and reviewed the troops. 
About 10 o’clock, General Winder left the camp, 
accompanied by, and having under his command 
or direction, several troops of cavalry, intending 
to reconnoitre on the road leading from Marlbo- 
rough to Bladensburg, as well as to be situated in 
a position where he might moreconveniently com- 
municate with the troops expected from Baltimore, 
leaving directions that I should report to him at the 
| Cross Roads, it being the intersection of a road, 
proceediag fromthe Old Fields, and crossing the be- 
fore mentioned road, about five miles disiant. His 
| orders were, that the advance troops should move 
forward in the direction of Marlborough, reconnol- 
tre the enemy, approach him as near as possible, 





roads, on this side of the Woodyard, one of which | without running too much risk, avd to annoy 
leads to Marlborough, the other to this place.! him, either in his position or in his movements, 
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by all the means in their power, and that I should 
remain with the main body at the Old Fields, 
and act according to the intelligence I should re- 
ceive of the movements of the enemy. If they 
moved upon Bladensburg, by the road before 
mentioned, that I should approach them by the 
intersecting road from the Old Fields, and attack 
their left flank, or, if upon the road we now oc- 
cupied, that weshould make the best possible dis- 
positions in our power, and receive him there, 
unless circumstances imperiously forbade; other- 
wise, to retire by a road in our rear to Bladens- 
burg or to Washington, as, at the time, should 
seem most advisable. In conformity with this 
arrangement, Major Peter, with the advance 
corps, and with Capt. Caldwell’s cavalry, which 
had joined us, marched about 11 o’clock. About 
a quarter of a mile in front of our then camp, the 
road forks, both leading to Marlborough, one, on 
the main stage road, by which the distance was 
about eight miles, the other turning to the left, a 
more direct route, but not so good a road, about 
six miles. This last mentioned road was taken 
by our advancing troops. The commander was 
instructed to report every hour. 
our troops were dismissed to refresh. From this 
period until 2 o’clock, several deserters and pris- 
oners were brought into camp, and I was engaged 


The residue of | 
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calmly awaiting the approach of the enemy, our 
videttes successfully announcing his continued 
progress. About 5 P. M., General Winder, who 
had been apprized of the approach of the enemy 
arrived in camp. He examined the different po- 
sitions, and approved of them, but the day being 
now nearly spent, and it being ascertained that 
the enemy had not arrived within a distance in 
which he would now, probably, be able to make 
his attack, while it lasted, and it being deemed 
unadvisable to receive a night attack there, when 
our advantage of artillery would be unavailing, 
he gave the orders to retire about sunset, and the 
whole of the troops, much wearied and exhaust- 
ed, encamped, late in the night, within this city. 
Thus terminated the four days of service of the 
troops of this District, preceding the affair at Bla- 
densburg. They had been under arms, with but 
little intermission, the whole of the time, both 
night and day; had traversed, during their dif- 
ferent marches in advance and retreat, a consid- 
erable tract of country, exposed to the burning 
heat of a sultry sun by day, and many of them 
to the cold dews of the night, uncovered. They 
had, in this period, drawn but two rations, the 
requisition therefor, in the first instance, having 
been but partially complied with, and it being af- 
terwards almost impossible to procure the means 


in examining them, when intelligence was receiv- | of transportation, the wagons employed by our 
ed from Major Peter that the enemy had left | quartermaster for that purpose being constantly 


Marlborough, and were advancing rapidly upon 
the road which we then occupied, in great force; 
that, according to his estimation of their column, 
and the best information he could obtain, their 
force was not less than six thousand men; that 
he had had a skirmish with them, in which they 
had endeavored tooutflank him; and that he was 
then retiring before them. A part of Colonel 
Lavall’s cavalry having then joined us, were im- 
mediately detached to cover the retreat, and the 
whole of our troops ordered under arms. Con- 
ferring with Commodore Barney on the subject, 
I proposed making a stand in our then position, 
with which, with his characteristic gallantry, he 
promptly acquiesced, professing his willingness 
to co-operate in any measures that might be deem- 
ed most advisabie. The troops were immediately 
formed in order of battle, extending nearly a quar- 
ter of a mile on each side of the road; those of 
Commodore Barney, with his heavy artillery, the 
marines under Captain Miller, and the 36th Uni- 
ted States’ regiment, being posted on the right of 
the road ; the District troops, and the residue of 
those attached to them, on the left—our advanced 
troops, as they arrived, taking their stations in the 
line, and the artillery, in which it was ascertained 
we were greatly their superior, and for which the 
ground was admirably adapted, so posted, as to 
have the best effect; indeed, so strong did we 
deem our position in front, that we were appre- 
hensive that the enemy, upon viewing us, would 
forbear to assail us by daylight, or that, availing 
of his numbers, he would endeavor to outflank 
us. To guard against this last, parties of light 
troops and cavalry were detached to cover both 
flanks. We remained thus, two or three hours, 


a 
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impressed by the Government agents, for the pur- 
pose of removing the public records, when the 
enemy’s approach was known, and some of them 
thus seized while proceeding to take in provisions 
for the army. 

Those hardships and privations could not but 
be severely distressing to men, the greater part of 
whom possessed and enjoyed at home the means 
of comfortable living, and from their usual habits 
and pursuits in life but ill qualified to endure 
them. They, however, submitted without mur- 
muring, evincing by their patience, their zeal, and 
the promptitude with which they obeyed every 
order, a magnanimity highly honorabie to their 
character. Great as was their merit in this re- 
spect, it was no less so in the spirit manifested 
whenever an order was given to march to meet 
the foe; and, at the “Long Old Fields,” where 
his attack was momeantly expected in overwhelm- 
ing force, they displayed, in presence of many 
spectators, although scarce any of them had ever 
been in action, a firmness, a resolution, and an 
intrepidity, which, whatever might have been the 
result, did honor to their country. 

On Wednesday morning, the 24th <4 at 
11 A. M., I received orders from General Winder 
to detach one piece of artillery and one company 
of infantry, to repair to the Eastern Branch bridge, 
and there report to Colonel Wadsworth; and to 
proceed with the residue of the troops to Bladens- 
burg, and take a position to support General 
Stansbury. This order was put in immediate 
execution, and the troops for Bladensburg moved 
off with all the expedition of which they were 
capable. Having put them in motion I passed on 
ahead, in order that I might select my postition 
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against their arrival. I found General Stansbury 
posted on the west side of the Eastern Branch, his 
right resting on the main road, distant from the 
bridge at Bladensburg five or six hundred yards, 
and extending northeastwardly, his left approach- 
ing nearer to the creek. An extensive apple or- 
chard was in his front,and one hundred to two 
hundred yards in advance, a work thrown up, 
commanding the bridge, occupied by a corps of 
artillerists, with five or six pieces, and appeared 
to be supported by some rifle and light compa- 
nies. In his rear, on the right, was a thick un- 
ae of wood, and directly behind that a deep 
hollow or ravine, open or cleared, of about sixty 
ards in width, which the main road crosses. 
he ravine terminates on the left in a bold ac- 
clivity, about two hundred yards from the road; 
the rest of the ground in his rear was open, un- 
broken, and gradually ascending fields. Having 
hastily examined the grounds, and concluded on 
the dispositions I should make, I apprized General 
Stansbury of my view, as to the troops under my 
command, suggesting, that if his line should be 
forced, and he could again form on my left, that 
the nature of the ground there would be favor- 
able for a renewal of the action, which might 
then become general. By this time we received 
advice that the enemy were near Bladensburg, 
and I left him, to hasten the arrival of my troops. 
They moved rapidly on, notwithstanding the ex- 
cessive heat of the day, covered with clouds of 
dust, and were promptly disposed of as follows: 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott, with the 36th Uni- 
ted States’ regiment, was posted in a field on the 
left of the road, his right resting upon it, and com- 
manding the road descending into the ravine be- 
fore mentioned, in the rear of General Stansbury’s 
right, and the rest of his line commanding the as- 
cent from the ravine. This position was about 
one hundred and fifty yards in the rear of the 
front line, but extending to the right. In the 
same field, about one hundred yards in the rear of 
the 36th regiment, Colone] Magruder was posted 
with a part of the 1st regiment of District militia, 
his _ also resting upon the road, the left ad- 
vanced, presenting a front obliquely to the road, 
and situated to cover and co-operate with the 36th 
regiment ; Major Peter with his artillery, six six- 
pounders; Captain Davidson’s light infantry, and 
Captain Stull’s rifle corps, armed with muskets, 
all of the same regiment, were ordered to take pos- 
session of the abrupt acclivity before mentioned, 
terminating the ravine. This was deemed a de- 
sirable position, because it commanded completely 
the ravine and the road crossing it, and a consid- 
erable extent of the ground over which the front 
line would necessarily retire if forced back; but, 
after a short space of time, report was made to 
me, that broken grounds interrupted the approach 
to it with artillery, but by a circuitous route that 
would consume much time, and that, in case of 
retreat, the ground in the rear was such as might 
endanger the safety of the guns. It was men- 
tioned, at the same time, that near to it was a 
commanding position for artillery, and easy of 
access from and to the road. I yielded with re- 


luctance to the abandonment of the position first 
ordered, but time did not admit of hesitation, 
Meanwhile I had posted Lieutenant Colonej 
Kramer, with his battalion of Maryland draught- 
ed militia, in the woods, on the nig! t of the road, 
and commanding the ravine which continued in 
that direction, with orders that, if forced, he should 
retire by his right, through a body of woods in that 
direction, and rally and form with the troops sta- 
tioned in the rear, on theextreme right. Upon ex- 
amining the position taken by Major Peter’s bat- 
tery, it was found that the range of his guns was 
principally through that part of the field occupied 
by the 36th regiment. Toremove one or the other 
became necessary, and the difficulty of the ground 
for moving artillery, and the exigency of the 
movement, left no alternative. e 36th fell 
back about one hundred ag, losing, in some 
measure, the advantage of its elevated ground, 
and leaving the road. The position of the 3ist 
regiment District militia, from this circumstance, 
was also necessarily changed. It fell back about 
the same distance, its right still resting on the 
road, and now formed, nearly in line with the 36th. 
Of the 2d regiment District militia, two pieces 
of artillery and one company of riflemen, armed 
with muskets, were, by directions of General 
Winder, sent on to the front; with those he 
flanked the extreme left of the front line; two 
pieces more of artillery were posted in the road 
near the bridge at Bladensburg; the residue of 
that regiment, about three hundred and fifty 
strong, under the command of Colonel Brent, was 
formed asa reserve a short distance in the rear 
of Major Peter’s battery, and so disposed as to 
act on the right, or left, or in front, as occasion 
might require. Near them was posted, in the 
same manner, Major Waring’s Prince George’s 
battalion of militia, about one hundred and fifty. 
Colonel William D. Beal!, with a regiment of 
troops from Annapolis, passed through Bladens- 
burg as our troops arrived, and took a position on 
the right of the road and nearly fronting it, a dis- 
tance of about two hundred and fifty yards. Pre- 
vious to the arrival of the troops on the ground, 
General Winder came up from the city, and be- 
ing made acquainted with the intended disposi- 
tions of the troops, as well as the ground reserved 
for Commodore ftharney and the marines, ap- 
proved of and confirmed them. 

About half past twelve o’clock, and whilst the 
troops were taking their different positions, innu- 
merable rockets thrown from the heights of Bla- 
densburg announced thearrival of the enemy there; 
and, at this period, Commodore Barney’s sailors 
and marines, in quick march, arrived, and took 
possession of the ground previously assigned them, 
his artillery being posted in and near the road 
upon its right, commanding the road and open 
field in front, and his infantry, together with the 
marines under Captain Miller, extending to the 
right; thus occupying the interval of ground be- 
tween Colonel Magruder’s first regiment District 
militia, and Colonel Beall’s Maryland regiment. 

The firing of artillery in front soon commenced, 
and immediately after, that of musketry, in quick 
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and rapid succession. Ina few minutes the whole 
right and centre of the front line, with some 
small exceptions, were seen retiring in disorder 
and confusion. The firing still continued on the 
extreme left; shortly after, it also broke, and al- 
though it retired in more order, yet none could 
be rallied so as to renew the action with effect, 
and also soon entirely quitted the field. 

Meanwhile the left of the enemy, ia heavy 
column, passed along the road crossing the ravine. 
They were here encountered by the troops of 
Colonel Kramer, posted in the woods on the edge 
of the ravine. These, after a short conflict, were 
compelled to retire; which they did principally 
under cover of the adjacent woods, and formed 
with the troops of Colonel Beall on the right. 
The enemy’s column now displayed in the field, 
on the right of the road. They here became 
exposed to the oblique fire of Major Peter’s 
battery, which was kept up with great anima- 
tion. Still pressing on to the front of our right, 
they came in contact with the heavy artillery of 
Commodore Barney, and of the troops posted 
there. Here the firing became tremendous. They 
were repulsed, again returned to the charge, suc- 
ceeded in forcing the troops on the right, and 
finally carried the position of Commodore Barney. 

The dispersion of the front line caused a dan- 

erous Opening on our left, of which the enemy 
in that quarter promptly availed. He advanced 
rapidly, then, wheeling on his left, soon gained, 
and was turning our left flank. To oppose this 
alarming movement, I directed Colonel Brent, 
with the second regiment of District militia, to 
take a position still more to the left; and he was 
qreesting in the execution of this order, when 
orders came from General Winder for the whole 
of the troops toretreat. The efforts of the enemy 
had hitherto been directed principally against the 
right and left of our whole line of battle. The 
troops of this District, and a part of those attached 
to them, occupying positions mostly in the centre, 
and some of them difficult of access, were conse- 
quently but partially engaged, and this principally 
with light troops and skirmishers, now pressing 
forward, supported by a column of infantry. 

I here beg leave to refer to the reports of Col- 
onels Brent and Thompson, Nos. 1 and 2, show- 
ing the positions, and the part taken by their re- 
spective commands during the action. 

The order to retreat was executed by regiments 
and corps, as they had been formed, and with as 
much order as the nature of the ground would 
permit. The first and second regiment halted 
and formed, after retreating five or six hundred 
paces, but were again ordered by General Winder 
to retire. At this moment I fellin with General 
Winder, and, after a short conference with him 
was directed to move on, and collect the troops, 
and prepare to make a stand on the heights west- 
wane of the turnpike gate. This was done as 


fast as the troops came up. A front was again 
presented towards the enemy, consisting princi- 
pally of the troops of this District, a part of those 
who had been attached to them in the action, and 
a Virginia regiment of about foar hundred men, 


under Colonel Minor, which met us at this 
place. Whilst the line was yet forming, I re- 
eeived orders from General Winder to fall back 
to the Capitol, and there form for battle. I took 
the liberty of suggesting my impression of the 
preferable situation we then occupied; but ex- 
pecting that he might be joined there by some of 
the dispersed troops of the front line, le chose to 
make the stand there. Approaching the Capitol, 
I halted the troops, and requested his orders as 
to the formation of the line. We found no aux- 
iliaries there. He then conferred for a few mo- 
ments with General Armstrong, who was a short 
distance from us, and then gave orders that the 
whole should retreat through Washington and 
Georgetown. [It is impossible to do justice to the 
anguish evineed by the troops of Washington 
and Georgetown on the receiving of this order. 
The idea of leaving their families, their houses, 
and their homes, at the mercy of an enraged ene- 
my, was insupportable. To preserve that order 
which was maintained during the retreat, was 
now no longer practicable. As they retired 
through Washington and Georgetown, numbers 
were obtaining and taking leave to visit their 
homes, and again rejoining ; and with ranks thus 
broken and scattered, they halted at night on the 
heights near Tenleytown, and, on the ensuing day, 
assembled at Montgomery Court-house. 

I have thus, sir, given a detailed, and what 
will, I apprehend, in many respects, be deemed 
too minute an account, of the short tour of ser- 
vice of the District troops under my command, 
which preceded the capture of this capital. I fear 
its length may trespass too much on the patience 
of your honorable committee. I thought it, how- 
ever, due to the oceasion, and conformable to the 
spirit and purport of your inquiries. I had ano- 
ther object. The troops of Washington and 
Georgetown have been assailed, in the publie 
prints, and elsewhere, with calumnies as unmer- 
ited as they are cruel and wanton. They have 
heard of them with indignant astonishment. 
Conscious that in no instance have they been 
wanting in the duty they owed to their country 
or to themselves, but, on the contrary, in obe- 
dience to the call of their Government, have, 
with alacrity, obeyed its orders, and intrepidly 
fronted an enemy vastly their superior in force, 
and never yielding the ground to him, but by or- 
ders emanating from superior authority, they 
cannot restrain the feelings excited by such man- 
ifest, such unprovoked injustice. They haveseen 
with satisfaction the resolution of Congress to 
inquire into this subject; and persuaded of the 
justice and impartiality of your honorable com- 
mittee, entertain a confident assurance that the 
result of your investigation will afford relief to 
their injured feelings. Connected with this sub- 
ject, I beg leave to refer toa letter of General 
Winder, No. 3, in answer to an inquiry made of 
him, as to the general conduct of the brigade 
whilst under his command. I have,&c. 

W. SMITH, Brig. General, 
First Columbian Brigade. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson. 
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P. 8. I ought to have mentioned that parts of 
two companies of the United States’ twelfth and 
thirty-eighth regiments were attached to the 
thirty-sixth regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott. Previous to the march to Bladensburg, 
eighty men of his command had been stationed 
near the Eastern Branch bridge, and did not join 
until after the action. His force then was less 
than three hundred men. w.S. 





Brigadier General Robert Young’s Statement. 
Auexanpria, Oct, 3, 1814. 


Sir: In compliance with your letter of the 28th 
of September, written in pursuance of a resolu- 
tion adopted by the House of Representatives of 
the United States, requiring such information as 
may be in my power to give, more especially the 
part assigned my command, my numbers, orders, 
movements, and dispositions, previcus and subse- 
quent to the 24th of August last, and on that day; 
as also the conduct of my officers and men, their 
ideas upon the subject of the enemy’s numbers, 
their confidence in success, and whether anything 
like a panic prevailed; with such other views as 
it may be in my power to communicate, pertinent 
to an impartial investigation of the subject: I 
have the honor respectfully to report, that, since 
the declaration of war, I am enabled, with great 
truth, to say, that the officers and a great portion 
of the privates of my command have manifested 
to me every disposition to defend the District of 
Columbia from the approach of the enemy ; and 
this disposition has been communicated to the 
Secretary of War, requesting to be furnished with 
the necessary means of enabling the militia under 
my command to do so with effect. 

On or about the 25th of July, 1814, General 
Winder visited the town of Alexandria, and was 
made acquainted with most of the officers of my 
brigade, and at that interview mentioned his in- 
tention of having a general inspection of the brig- 
ade. The men were accordingly assembled, on 
the first day of August, under an order of Gen- 
eral Van Ness, when General Winder attended, 
and inspected the brigade, minutely, in person. 
And I beg leave here to remark, that, on General 
Winder’s first visit to the town of Alexandria, he 
was furnished, by an officer of my brigade, with 
a topographical sketch of the Potomac, from a 
place called Indian Head, about twenty-three 
miles below Alexandria, containing the course of 
the river, the depth of the water, width of the 
channel at particular places, and pointing out In- 
dian Head as the first proper point of defence 
pe the approach of the enemy by water ; the 

hite House as the second point of defence; and 
suggesting a plan of increasing the defence at 
Fort Warburton. This was done with an under- 
standing that General Winder would receive any 
communication upon that subject, in writing, 
from any of the inhabitants of Alexandria. 

On the 18th day of August last, I received or- 
ders from General Van Ness to order out imme- 
diately the whole of my brigade, to encamp at 
some convenient place, and report myself to 
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General Winder; which order was obeyed. Sec 
No. 1. 

On the same day I received orders from the 
same officer, to detach two troops of cavalry at. 
tached to my brigade, to rendezvous at Bladens- 
burg the next day, at four o’clock in the morning 
to attend Colonel Monroe, Secretary of State, 
and be subject to his particuiar orders; which 
= ne with, as will appear by document 

o. 2. 

On the twentieth of August I was directed by 
General Winder to hold my brigade ready to 
move at a moment’s warning, with ammunition, 
and a supply of three days provisions, as will ap- 
pear by No 3; and, on the same day, about four 
o’clock, P. M., I received orders from the same 
officer to cross the Potomac, without delay, at 
Rozier’s ferry, and take a position on the most 
convenient spot adjacent thereto, encamp, and 
there await further orders. See No. 4. 

I accordingly the same evening took up my 
line of march, with the remaining part of my 
brigade, containing, in the whole, officers and 
privates included, four hundred and fifty four 
strong. I had with me two brass six pounders, 
one brass four pounder, and attempted to take 
two long twelve pounders, belonging to the cor- 
poration of Alexandria, but found them too un- 
wieldy to move, with our means, across the river, 
and returned them. I was, at first, accompanied 
by a company of marine artillery, composed of 
volunteers from the seafaring persons in Alexan- 
dria, but the difficulty of transporting the twelve 
pounders occasioned several of them to return; 
the others remained with a brass four pounder, 
and joined the artillery commanded by Captain 
Grifith. On the twenty-first of August I received 
orders to move with my detachment, at reveille 
next morning, and pitch my tents at the most 
convenient spot nigh Piscataway, between that 
place and the Woodyard, and there await further 
orders, which was complied with. See No. 5. 

On the twenty-second of August I received 
orders to fall back with my detachment, and take 
the most convenient position on the road from 
Piscataway to Washington, to defend the ap- 
proach from below to Fort Warburton. This 
order was complied with, see No.6; and here 
we received saforunaticin of the approach of the 
fleet coming up the Potomac, and of their having 
passed the Kettle Bottoms. I accordingly took a 
strong position on a height called Hatton’s Hill, 
near the head of Piscataway creek, about three 
miles in the rear of Fort Warburton, reviewed 
the ground of the fort, which is favorable for a 
small number to defend against a greater, and 
made a disposition of the brigade in case of an 
attack, and communicated the information, and 
marked the ground, and made known to the 
troops their respective posts in the line, in case 
of an attack, in doing which both officers and 
privates exhibited to me the strongest and most 
determined resolution to make a proper and suc- 
cessful resistance. I saw no wavering or want 
of confidence, nor any symptoms of panic. __ 

On the twenty-third of August, I received in- 
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formation from Colonel Tayloe, of the cavalry, 
that he had in charge to inform me, that General 
Smith’s brigade was retreating to Washington, 
and the enemy pursuing rapidly, and, in case we 
were compelled to retreat, the Mayor of Alexan- 
dria would send every boat that could be had to 
Fort Washington, or Rozier’s ferry, for the pur- 
pose of transporting the troops across the Poto- 
mac. See No. 7. 

On receipt of this letter I addressed one to Gen- 
eral Winder, by my Brigade Major, informing 
him of its contents, and observed, that as Colonel 
Tayloe did not say from whom he had the charge, 
I requested that he would please give Major Trip- 
lett his orders on the subject. See No. 8. On the 
morning of the 24th August I received a message 
from General Winder, by Assistant Adjutant 
General Hite, directing me to take up my line 
of march, and move on the road from Piscat- 
away tothe Eastern Branch bridge, and take a 
position at the Cross Roads, and send out videttes 
towards Marlborough and the city, to watch the 
movements of the enemy, then on their march, 
about —— miles on our flank. Our position 
was on Oxen Hill, where Major Hite again vis- 
ited us, on his return from Fort Warburton. 

On our march, and when the brigade had ad- 
vanced about three miles, Major Triplett returned 
with orders from General Winder, directing the 
brigade to cross the Virginia shore, in the boats 
which were directed to be left at the fort, for the 
purpose of crossing troops, and if the boats were 
not there to retire on to Washington ; but, in 
case we could cross up the river, to fall into the 
road through which the Virginia troops would 
pass, and co-operate with them, unless the ad- 
vance of the enemy up the river should make it 
necessary to retire on Alexandria; and if there 
should be no Virginia troops retiring, to fall back 
immediately to Alexandria, and act in the best 
manner for the defence of that place, or, retreat- 
ing to Washington, if necessary ; and leaving a 
latitude, in case of events, to pursue such mea- 
sures as would best secure us from disaster. See 
No. 9. Soon after the receipt of this letter, we 
were advised of the approach of the enemy up 
the river, above Port Tobacco, and I was also 
advised that the enemy were, that morning, ad- 
vanced of Marlborough about five miles; and, 
without perceiving any want of steadiness in my 
men, I determined, in obedience to orders, to cross 
the Potomac to the town of Alexandria, at Ro- 
zier’s ferry, and sent for the boats left at the fort, 
and also for the boats from Alexandria, which 
were immediately sent in great abundance ; and, 
after some part of the brigade had embarked and 
left the shore, I received orders from General 
Armstrong, dated the 24th of August, but whe- 
ther written before or subsequent to that of Gen- 
eral Winder I was unable to ascertain, informing 
me that the most the enemy did the day before, 
was to move about two miles in advance of Marl- 
borough, and that the ships in the Potomac had 
no troops ; and directing me to hold my present 
post until assured that the enemy was in force 
and about to attack me, or until I should receive 
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further orders, and keep my videttes well posted 
on every road. See No, 10. 

I accordingly recalled the troops embarked, and 
resumed my position back of Oxen Hill, on the 
road leading to the Eastern Branch bridge, and 
near its junction with the road leading to Marl- 
borough, and sent out my videttes on each road. 
We were at this moment apprized of the enemy’s 
being on his march to Bladensburg, and soon 
after, by the commencement of the action, which 
was distinctly heard ; the videttes soon returned, 
and gave me information of the Eastern Branch 
bridge being blown up, and others, of the retreat 
of our troops through Washington. I had, in 
this interval, despatched the trooper who brought 
me General Armstrong’s letter, with an answer, 
informing him that I had, in obedience to his 
letter, returned to my position on the heights 
back of Oxen Hill, and should there wait further 
orders. 

The trooper, with great despatch, returned, and 
informed me that he could not see General Arm- 
strong, but had inquired of the President and 
General Winder, both of whom he met with the 
army, retreating through Washington City, and 
they being unable to give any information of him, 
General Winder despatched the same trooper 
back, with verbal orders for my brigade to cross 
the Potomac, and form a junction with his army 
in Montgomery county, Maryland. I accordingly 
crossed the troops over to Alexandria, on the 
night of the twenty-fourth of August, and took a 
position a small distance in the rear of Alexan- 
dria, and — the night and next morning 
crossed my artillery and baggage. I had senta 
vidette into the City of Washington, and learnt 
that the enemy were in possession, and were 
firing the public buildings. I took up my line of 
mareh for Conns’ ferry, a small distance above 
the Great Falls of the Potomac, and immediately 
opposite Montgomery Court-house. where I was 
informed Generai Winder’s army then were. 

The troops were, on the twenty-sixth, delayed on 
their march, near Carper’s mills, opposite the 
Great Falls of the Potomac, by an alarm of a do- 
mestic nature, which I was credulous enough to 
give credence to, from the respectability of the 
country people who came to me for protection, 
and I accordingly halted my brigade, and sent 
out my light troops, and one troop of cavalry, 
which had joined me from Fauquier, to ascertain 
the fact, which finally proved erroneous. See 
letter No. 12, from the Mayor of Alexandria. 

On my passing the road which led tothe Little 
Falls bridge, I was apprized by a vidette that the 
enemy’s pickets were still in view from George- 
town, and by several persons from the city, that 
I was in danger of being cut off, should the enemy 
make a sally out across the Little Falls bridge, 
which determined me to pursue my original in- 
tention, and not pass the bridge. 

On the evening of the twenty-seventh of Au- 
gust I crossed my troops over the Potomac, at 
Conns’ ferry, and the river being rocky, and but 
one boat, and owing to high winds, I was unable 
to pass the artillery and baggage across until late 
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in the evening of the twenty-eighth of August,| American freeman, the most desirable; that such 


ey 





when I immediately despatched a vidette to Gen- | an opportunity, from circumstances beyond their 


eral Winder, informing him of my movements, 
and that I should continue my march to reach 
his camp, unless otherwise ordered. See No. 12. 

Abvut one o’clock of the night of the twenty- 
eighth, I received an order from Colonel Monroe, 
Secretary of State, informing me that the Brit- 
ish squadron had passed the fort, and was ap- 
proaching the city; that the fort surrendered 
without opposition ; and that the President of the 
United States desired that I should move with all 
possible despatch for Georgetown, to be in a situ- 
ation to aid either Alexandria or the city, as cir- 
cumstances might require. See No. 13. I soon 
after took up my line of march, and reached 
Georgetown, distant about twenty miles, at half 
past twelve o’clock, and then marched to the 
city, and encamped near the President’s house, in 
full view of the enemy’s fleet lying at the town 
of Alexandria. 

On the thirty-first of August I was ordered to 
march across the Potomac, and join General Hun- 
gerford, from whence the brigade was marched 
to the White House. See No. 14. It may be 
proper for me here to remark, that, on my route 
to Conns’ ferry, I gave directions for moving two 
twelve pounders, belonging to the corporation of 
Alexandria, out of the enemy’s reach, and on my 
march to the White House I carried them with 
me, and caused to be removed from the gun- 
house in Alexandria, and while it was in posses- 
sion of the enemy, the crews, sponges, rammers, 
and apparatus, belonging to the guns, as also the 

wder from the powder-house, and, as facts are 

tter than opinions, permit me to bring in view 
the artillery so handsomely mentioned by Cap- 
tain Porter. Two of the infantry killed, and two 
wounded, that had been detailed under the com- 
mand of Captain Janney,show the materials of 
the brigade from which they were drawn; the 
rifle corps were also on the flank of battery, and 
did their duty, and more to their honor, from 
knowing that their arms had previously been 
condemned. Whilst the troops lay at the White 
House, some opportunity was afforded me during 
the bombardment of that fort, as well as on the 
day the enemy’s fleet — it, from the quantit 
of large and grape shot and rockets which fell 
among them, of forming a correct judgment of 
their firmness, as well as from the circumstance 
of the defence of a particular spot having been 
previously assigned to me and my command, to 
which, on the first notice of the action, the re- 
mainder of the brigade repaired, with a cheerful 
serenity of mind free from the agitation or ap- 
pearance of panic, which warranted the highest 
expectations from them: and, considering that 
the brigade was called into service en masse, 
drawing persons from all situations in life, on so 
short a notice, I am happy to say that they en- 
dured fatigue and privation without a murmur; 
and [ most sincerely lament, both for them and 
myself, that so fair an wens should have 
passed by—an opportunity above all others which 
could have presented itself to the mind of an 


control, should have passed, without all the off. 
cers and privates of the brigade being brought to 
a more earnest test of their professions and dis- 
positions, both for the honor of their town, them- 
selves, and beloved country. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
ROBERT YOUNG, 
Brig. Gen. 2d brigade M. D. C. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, Chairman, &c. 


Note.—Fort Warburton and Fort Washing- 
ton is the same place, it being differently called 
in the different despatches received. 


Brigadier General Hugh Douglas’s Statement. 


E.uicott’s Mitts, Nov. 20, 1814. 

Dear Sir: In answer to the inquiry contained 
in your letter of the fifteenth, I hasten to inform 
you, that I received the order calling me to Alex- 
andria, and thence to the City of Washington, 
on the Monday immediately preceding the de- 
struction of the yee buildings. This was on 
the twenty-second of August. It directed me to 
march my brigade immediately to Washington. 
In pursuance of these orders, my brigade, or rather 
the greater part of it, marched on the next day. 
the twenty-third; the residue overtook them on 
their march. 

In relation to the arms, I will add, that the 
Loudoun regiments under my command brought 
on some arms from Virginia, which were partly 
deposited at Ellicott’s Mills, and partly delivered 
up, to be brought to this place from Baltimore, 
the troops having met with Harper’s Ferry arms, 
with which those were supplied whose muskets 
were out of order. 

The Fairfax regiment, under Colonel Minor’s 
command, was armed at Washington, when he 
was detached from me. From him you may 
learn when he arrived in Washington; at what 
hour after his arrival he applied for arms; how 
long he was delayed, and what were the causes 
of delay. 

It is not in my power to give further informa- 
tion that I deem material; but, as the committee 
have demanded of me all the information I pos- 
sess, I feel it my duty to refer them to Colonel 
Minor, whose information, in relation to the arm- 
ing the regiment under his command, and the 
delays attending it, may be perhaps important. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, &c., 

HUGH DOUGLAS, 
Brig. Gen. 6th brigade, V. M. 


Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Sterret’s Statement. 


Ba.timore, November 22, 1814. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 11th instant, and will, 
with pleasure give such information as I pessess 
relative to the unfortunate affair of Bladensburg. 

On the 19th of August last, the 3d brigade of 
Maryland militia was called into the service of 
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the United States. On the 20th, the 5th regi- 
ment, the rifle battalion, under Major Pinkney, 
and two companies of artillery, under Captains 
Myer and agruder, making, together, about 
men, were ordered by General 
Stricker to proceed to Bladensburg, under my 


command, where I was to report myself to Gene- 


ral Winder. On the 21st, the whole took up the 


line of march. At Elk Ridge Landing, I re- 


Uren 


ceived a communication from General Winder, 
directing me to proceed to Snowden’s by conve- 
pient marches, and there await his further orders. 


- As the detachment set out without being com- 


pletely equipped, I halted at the landing, to give 
an opportunity for the further supplies to come 
on Tdneencen Monday, the 22d, about 2 o’clock, 
P. M., I received an order from General Winder, 
by express, to advance by forced marches to Bla- 


- densburg. The whole of my detachment in- 


stantly struck their tents; and, with the greatest 
alacrity, took up the line of march. We arrived 


¥ at the Buck, or Snowden’s, at a late hour, and 


encamped for the night. Early the next morn- 


_ ing we were in motion, and that evening arrived 


at Bladensburg, where, by order of Gen. Winder, I 
was placed under the command of General Stans- 
bury. The whole encampment was alarmed 
about nine o’clock that night, soon after my de- 
tachment had pitched their tents, and before the 
men could refresh themselves. They, however, 


| formed with cheerfulness and meee and re- 
| mained under arms until about one o’cloe 


k. We 


| were scarcely dismissed before we were again 


called to arms, and about two o’clock were or- 


; dered to strike our tents; and, finally, before day- 


li 
|B 


ight, we marched, and crossed the bridge at 
adensburg, and took the road to Washington. 


_ We were occasionally halted and advanced, until 
about 11 o’clock, when we were countermarched 
' and formed in the orchard on the west side of 
| Bladensburg bridge, to await the enemy, who, we 
_ were informed, was advancing in full force. I 
| knew nothing of any second line or reserve being 


| reputation. 


formed to support us, and no man of any jndg- 
ment, acquainted with the fatigued, undisciplined, 
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brigade, from which period my attention was 
poe confined to this regiment. The men 
eheld the gradually approaching dangers of bat- 
tle with a firm and undaunted countenance. The 
action commenced about one, by an attack on 
the redoubt, where the riflemen and artillery were 
placed. These soon retired, and the fifth covered 
their retreat, and kept up a lively fire, and sup- 
ported their place in line with firmness, until the 
enemy had gained both flanks, and the order to 
retreat was given by General Winder himself. 
I was directed to take a road to the right, as we 
retired, leading to the City of Washington; but 
we were so annoyed by the enemy’s flankers, fol- 
lowed by his whole force, and finding no reserve 
to support us, or upon which to form, it became 
impossible for me, though ably assisted by my 
field and other officers, to preserve order. On 
my arrival at Washington, | was informed that 
General Winder had passed through Georgetown, 
and taken the Fredericktown road. We followed, 
and came up with him about three miles from 
Georgetown, and reported ourselves. By this 
time it was nearly dark. General Winder here 
informed me that he should retire upon Mont- 
gomery Court-house. I obtained his permission 
to seek for refreshment and quarters, and discre- 
tionary orders to endeavor to turn the course of 
the retreat towards him. This night I had the 
mortification of witnessing the conflagration of 
the City of Washington, being only distant about 
four miles. Early the next morning, with my 
field officers, I crossed the country to the Balti 
more road, with a view of turning the troops we 
might meet or overtake towards Montgomery. 
We soon fell in with numbers of Genera) Stans- 
bury’s brigade, and those who marched from 
Baltimore under my command. But our exer- 
tions were again ineffectual. from the knowledge 
all possessed of the destruction of the public 
buildings in the city, and that our baggage wag- 
ons had passed into Virginia. In fine, I con- 
cluded that it would be impossible to collect any 
force short of this place, and socame on. Gene- 
ral Winder soon after arrived here, and seemed 


and inexperienced troops, under the command of | satisfied with what I had done. 


General Stansbury, could, for a moment, suppose 
them capable of making a successful resistance 
to a superior, brave, and veteran enemy, con- 
ducted by officers of 


ion with Colonel Ragan and Major Pinkney, 


| 


In this situation I concurred in opin- | tive, you will please to 


that we ought to fall back, and, by uniting with | 


the other troops under General Winder, which 
were supposed to be between us and Washing- 
ton, enable the General to make a better disposi- 
tion of his whole force; and so advised General 
Stansbury, who, in reply, observed that the order 
Was positive; that he must make his stand 
where he was; to which, of course, we submitted. 

The two companies of artillery and the rifle- 
men, under Major Pinkney, were detached from 
me, and stationed near the bridge at Bladensburg. 
The fifth was formed under the directions of 
Colonel Monroe, the present Secretary of War 
On the left, and in line with General Stansbury’s 


I ought to notice, that the first line, formed on 
the battle ground, was changed under the direc- 
tion of Colonel Monroe. On this occasion he 


great experience and high | observed to me, “Although you see that I am ac- 


ar in mind that this is 
not my plan,” or words to this effect. 

The fall of the capital must be ascribed chiefly 
to the insufficiency in point of numbers, and total 
inadequacy in point of discipline of the troops 
assembled for its defence. No General, however 
great his talents or exertions, with such means, 
against such a foe, could have saved it. The im- 
posing front of the enemy was never discon- 
certed by the fire of the artillery or riflemen ; 
and the brigade of General Stansbury was seen 
to fly as soon as the action became serious. No 
second line or reserve appeared to advance or 
support us, and we were outflanked and defeated 
in as short a time as such an operation could well 
be performed. 
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I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 


servant, 
JOSEPH STERRET, 
Lieut. Col. 5th Regiment Md. M. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
in Congress, Washington. 





Colonel George Minor’s Statement. 

In answer to the several interrogatories made 
by Colonel R. M. Johnson, chairman of the com- 
mittee of inquiry into the causes of the destruc- 
tion of the public buildings in the ~~ of Wash- 
ington, as hereunto annexed, I state as follows, viz: 

On Friday, the 19th of August last, was in- 
formed (not officially) of the collecting of the 
enemy’s forces in our waters, namely, the Poto- 
mac and Patuxent. Immediately issued orders 
for the regiment under my command to assemble 
at Wren’s tavern on the Tuesday following, it 
being the nearest point of the county of Fairfax 
to the city ; and, on Sunday the 2ist, received 
orders, through Brigadier General Douglas, to re- 

ir with a detachment of ninety men, that had 

n previously placed in detail, to march ata 
moment’s warning to the aid of General Hun- 
gerford, whose headquarters were either in the 
counties of Westmoreland, King George, or Nor- 
thumberland ; and to make one other requisition 
of one hundred and forty men, exclusive of offi- 
cers, and order them to the aid of Gen. Winder, 
City of Washington. And on Monday evening, 
the 22d, received a verbal message from the Presi- 
dent, by Mr. John Graham, to hasten on the 
troops which had been ordered from my regi- 
ment, which will more fully appear by said Gra- 
ham’s letter to General Winder, to which I beg 
leave to refer the committee; and, after inform- 
ing Mr. Graham the purport of the orders I had 
received, we both concluded it would be proper 
for him to return to Washington, and have the 
orders, first alluded to, countermanded, so as to 
justify me in marching with my whole force to 
the city ; which consisted, as well as I can recol- 
lect, of six hundred infantry and about one hun- 
dred cavalry; and the said Graham returned to 
Wren’s tavern on Tuesday evening, the 23d, with 
General Winder’s orders, written on the same 
letter to which I have referred the committee. 
On the receipt of which I took up my line of 
march immediately, and arrived at the Capitol 
between sunset and dark, and immediately made 
my way to the President and reported my arrival, 
when he referred me to General Armstrong, to 
whom I repaired, and informed him as to the 
strength of the troops, as well as to the want of 
arms, ammunition, &c., which made it as late as 
early candle light, when I was informed by that 
gentleman the arms, &c., could not be had that 
night, and directed me to report myself next 
morning to Colonel Carbery, who would furnish 
me with arms, &c.; which gentleman, from early 
next morning, I diligently sought for, until a late 
hour of the forenoon, without being able to find 
him, and then went in search of General Winder, 
whom I found near the Eastern Branch; when 
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he gave an order to the armorer for the munitions 
wanting, with orders to return to the Capito), 
there to await further orders. 

On my arrival at the armory, found that de. 
partment in the care of a very young man, who 
dealt out the stores cautiously, which went great. 
ly to consume time; as, for instance, when flints 
were once counted by my officers, who showed 
every disposition to expedite the furnishing the 
men, the young man had to count them oye; 
again, before they could be obtained, and a 
which place I met with Colonel Carbery, who 
introduced himself to me, and apologized {or 
not being found when I was in search of hin, 
stating he had left town the evening before, and 
had gone to his seat in the country. After get 
ting the men equipped, I ordered them on to the 
Capitol, and waited myself to sign the receipts 
for the munitions furnished; and, on my arrival, 
was informed by Major Hunter, who commanded 
in my absence, orders had been given to march 
to Bladensburg, when we took up our march for 
that place, and met the retreating army on this 
side the turnpike gate, and was ccdered by one of 
General Winder’s aids to form the line of battle 
on a height near that place, and was soon after 
ordered by the General in person to throw back 
my regiment from that position, into sections, 
and to wait until the retreating army had passed, 
and cover their retreat; and immediately after 
sent his aid to direct me to countermarch imme- 
diately, and come on to the Capitol. 

After returning there, halted the troops, to wait 
further orders, until General Winder directed me 
to march them on, without telling me where ; of 
course I marched with the other troops until | 
came to the Six Buildings, where I took the left 
hand road, leading to the founéry, and there oc- 
cupied the nearest height to that place, and sent 
the adjutant to find where the General had made 
his callghen point, and was informed at Tenley- 
town, where I marched that evening, and found 
the troops moving off to encamp at some conve- 
nient place on the river road, where I followed 
on until I saw two barns, where I made to, and 
rested for the night. Next morning sought for 
General Winder; met him on the road leading 
from Tenleytown, to where my troops lay, when 
he ordered me to Montgomery Court-house, and 
from thence to Baltimore. Given under my hand, 
City of Washington, 30th of October, 1814. 

GEORGE MINOR, 
Colonel 60th Regt. V. Militia. 





Lieutenant Colonel John Tayloe’s Statement. 
FRraNKLIN House, WaAsHINGTON, 

November 4, 1814. 
Sir: In obedience to your request, as chairman 
of the committee of investigation, &c., I have the 
honor to make to you the following statement: 
on my return from the Northern Neck army, 
commanded by Major General Parker, of the 
Virginia militia, which I left on the 20th August, 
with despatches from that officer, in reply toa 
communication I had been charged with, con- 
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ing the Virginia draughts, I arrived at Wash- 
‘oston et beater night late, (the 2lst,) and re- 
ported myself early the next morning to General 
Armstrong, who ordered me to meet him at the 
War Office at 12 o’clock, from whom I received 
the following order: 

“War DeparTMENT. 
August 22, 1814.—12 o’clock. 

“ General Orders. 


“ General Douglas will assemble his brigade at 
Alexandria, and hold it there, subject to orders. 
*J, ARMSTRONG.” 


1 immediately proceeded with all speed, and 
executed the above order. Having received Doug- 
Jas’s communication, I hastened to Washington, 
and handed it to General Armstrong on Tuesday 
night, the 23d; when he instantly sent me back to 
Virginia, charged with the following orders, and 
with verbal directions to forward on the Virginia 
draughts with all possible speed : 


“War Department, Aug. 23, 1814. 
“ General Order : 

“Lieutenant Colonel Minor will repair to Wash- 
ington, with the regiment under his command, 
with the utmost despatch. He will report, on his 
arrival at Washington, to Colonel Carbery, of 
the 36th regiment of United States’ infantry, and 
make a requisition for arms and ammunition. 

“J ARMSTRONG.” 


“War Department, Aug. 23, 1814. 
“ General Order : 

* All militia now in and marching to Alexan- 
dria (besides that of Colonel Minor) will march 
immediately to Washington. 

“J. ARMSTRONG.” 

“ These orders will be communicated by Colo- 

nel Tayloe.” 


For the purpose of executing these orders with- 
out loss of time, and after communicating by a 
dragoon with Colonel Minor, I proceeded down 
the Northern Neck to General Hungerford’s brig- 
ade, then encamped at Camp Selden, near Poto- 
mac creek. On the 27th August I moved from 
the brigade at Occoquan, on its march to Wash- 
ington, and came on with a despatch from the 
General to Colonel Monroe, which I delivered at 
two o’clock in the morning at Washington. 

General Armstrong manifested much zeal and 
earnest solicitation for the defence of Washing- 
ton, and instructed me to use my best exertions 
in hastening the troops for the attainment of that 
desirable object. 

I have thus made you acquainted with the 
orders I received from the late Secretary of War, 
previous to the capture of Washington by the 
enemy, and stated to you as concisely and accu- 
rately as I can recollect, at this distant period, the 
manner in which these orders were executed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, 
JOHN TAYLOE, 
Lieut. Col. Cavalry, M. D. C. 
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Lieutenant Colonel J. Lavall’s Statement. 
Wasuineton Ciry, Oct. 31, 1814. 

Sir: I have been honored with your letter of 
the 26th instant, in behalf of the committee 
appointed to inquire into the causes which gave 
success to the enemy in his late enterprise against 
this city, desiring to know the part taken by my 
command; my orders, positions, and duties; the 
number of cavalry under my command, and the 
different corps of cavalry, &c.; in answer to which, 
I have the honor to inform you as follows: 

It is necessary, first, I should beg leave to com- 
mence my narrative from Carlisle, the place 
which had been assigned me by the Secretary of 
War, to collect, equip, mount, and instruct, the 
dragoons, for whom that place was selected asa 
depot, and at which I received my orders for this 
city. This is the more necessary, as it is highl 
important to me to exhibit the true state in whic 
I set off, and thus redress the erroneous opinion 
the public had formed of my command, both in 
point of strength and capacity as dragoons. 

I took command early in March last of the de- 
pot at Carlisle, and as fast as the recruits ar- 
rived they were instructed in the sword exercise, 
marched through the drilling movements, and 
received all other instructions that could be given 
them without horses, having none then. After 
a few months one troop was completed, mounted, 
equipped, and trained, but it was ordered to Buf- 
falo, under command of Captain Hopkins, who 
carried with him all the horses, except the lame 
and sick. Thus I had to begin again, and wait 
for men arriving from the different rendezvous, 
and patiently wait also for horses, which came 
on slowly, until about the 25th of July, when I 
received the following orders from the War De- 
partment, to which letter I must call your par- 
ticular attention, it being an essential document 
to prove the state I was in, and the condition in 
which I left Carlisle to meet the enemy, as it 
happened in ten days: 











“Aps’t ano Inspector Gen’s Orrice, 
Washington, July 20, 1814. 

“Sir: As soon as you have assembled the re- 
cruits for the Light Dragoons, arrange them into 
two troops, with the requisite number of officers, 
if within your command, and as soon as Lieu- 
tenant Darrah has furnished you with a sufficient 
number of horses to mount them, you will, with- 
out delay, move to Montgomery Courthouse, Ma- 
ryland, taking the nearest and best road to that 
place, &c. 

“The equipment, complete, cannot probably 
be furnished in time at Carlisle; you will, in that 
case, order them to Baltimore. 

“On your arrival at Montgomery you will re- 
port to Brigadier General Winder for orders. 

* By order of the Secretary of War. 

“JOHN R. BELL, 
* Assistant Inspector General. 


“Lt. Col. Lava, Light Dragoons.” 


The above orders were executed with the ut- 
most activity and punctuality. I despatched, 
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immediately, an express to the officer mentioned, 
as purchaser of the horses, (Lieutenant Darrah, ) 
who was then at Pittsburg, upwards of two hun- 
dred miles from Carlisle. I enclosed the tenor of 
my orders, in return of which, as soon as practi- 
cable, he sent what horses he had, being about 
twenty, and came himself some time after, with 
about the same number: and then, with all rea- 
sonable despatch, purchased what was wanted to 
mount what number of men, fit for duty, I then 
had, being about one hundred and forty, arranged 
as directed, into two troops, the one commanded 
by Captain Burd and two lieutenants, and the 
other by Captain Littlejohn and two lieutenants, 
The purchase of horses was completed on Satur- 
day, the 13th of August, and I marched off with 
the squadron the Monday following, 15th. I ar- 
rived at Montgomery on Thursday, the i8th. 
On Friday, the 19th, I came to Washington for 
orders, and returned to Montgomery same day. 
And on Saturday, the 20th, about ten o’clock in 
the morning, I marched my troops through the 
city. I crossed, according to orders, the Eastern 
Branch bridge, and encamped nearly opposite the 
Navy Yard. ‘There we remained until Sunday 
afternoon, 21st, when we were ordered tothe Wood- 
ard, between which place and Nottingham, and 
arlborough, and the Old Fields, we were kept 
On constant duty,in reconnoitering, in patrolling. 
in escorting, furnishing videttes, to and fro, until 
Tuesday, the 23d, when we recrossed the Eastern 
Branch bridge, about eleven o’clock at night, 
both men dad heewes hungry, and harassed with 
fatigue. We remained in that situation until 
about ten o’clock in the morning, Wednesday 
24th. A stack of hay had just been discovered 
and directed to be purchased, when I received the 
following order, to wit: 


“HeapQuarTers, WASHINGTON, 


August 24. 
“Lieutenant Colonel Lavall will proceed im- 
mediately with his detachment to Bladensburg, 
and report to Brigadier General Stansbury. 
“WM. H. WINDER, Brig. Gen., ¢c.” 


The men, extremely anxious to feed their horses, 
were in the act of fetching the hay on their heads, 
and it was with much difficulty they could be per- 
suaded to drop it before they reached their horses. 
The trumpet sounded, the men ran to their horses, 
and in a few minutes I was under way for Bla- 
densburg. A number of the horses were unable 
to proceed ; severalof the men sick; and from other 
casualties my command was reduced to about one 
hundred and twenty-five. This, sir, was the total 
amount of dragoons under my command. The 
report which has circulated of my having on that 
day from four to five hundred dragoons is erro- 
neous. There were several other troops of vol- 
unteer cavalry, but, sir, 1 had no command nor 
control over them. What might have been their 
orders I know not; they did not join me, nor did 
I receive at any time any orders to take command 
of them, or any of them. 

I have, in compliance with your request, sir, 
procured the names and probable strength of each 


troop, which, as near as I have been able to ob. 
tain, is herewith subjoined. 

I proceeded to Bladensburg; 1 had never heey 
there before; the enemy was in sight; my orders 
were to report to General Stansbury; I stopped 
my troops in the road near the river; I looked 
for the General; I could not come up with him; 
he was visiting his troops. Our horses being much 
in want of water, we marched to the river. The 
enemy was then advancing rapidly towards jt: 
I retired without having met the General, whom 
I had neverseen On my retiring from the river, 
I was met by Colonel Monroe, tahoe Secretary 
of State.) I informed him I was in want of 
orders; and being totally unacquainted with the 
place, | was indebted to him for the place he point- 
ed out, which I occupied immediately with the 
squadron. At the moment of my entering the 
ravine, General Stansbury passed by and approved 
of it. Iwas then satisfied that the Genera knew 
my position. The action began immediately; 
and the front of the ravine being too high for me 
to observe the movements of the enemy, I ad- 
vanced in front with one of my officers (Lieuten- 
ant Brakin) to judge better of the opportunity 
which might offer. Our being elevated, and ina 
conspicuous situation, the balls and rockets soon 
showered around us. I had no other chance to 
form any idea, having never been at the place 
before. We were too late to form any judicious 
arrangements, not knowing how the troops and 
batteries were disposed in Bladensburg ; and we 
arrived too much before our own troops from 
Washington to know the disposal of them in the 
rear. 

The engagement was but short. I will not ea- 
ter into the details of it, as you have no doubt, 
sir, been furnished by a better authority ; nor is 
it your desire. I will only state what leads to any 
reference to myshare. Allofa sudden our army 
seemed routed ; a confused retreat appeared to be 
about in every corner of the battle ground, and the 
place we were occupying seemed to have been 
the one by which it was to be effected. They 
poured in torrents by us. My right wing being 
outside of the ravine, covered unfortunately a gate 
which it appeared was much wanted. An artil- 
lery company drove through before we could clear 
it; several of my men were crushed down, horses 
and all, and myself narrowly essaped having my 
thigh broken by one of the wheels, which nearly 
took me off my horse. All this created much 
confusion ia the right wing of the squadron ; they 
however soon got in order, and the stream of the 

running phalanx considerably abated. 

Iu the midst of a confusion, the like of which 
I had never seen in a field of battle, one of my 
troops was carried off the field. either through 
some mistake or improper orders, as it was un- 
known to me, who ought to have been first directed 
orconsulted. The moment that such an impor- 
tant point of discipline is trampled upon, a com- 
manding officer loses all responsibility as well as 
credit, and risks his honor for the name of hav- 
ing a command. 

ptain Burd’s troop, which then did not con- 
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sist of more than fifty-five men, was all the com- 


mand I was then left with—hardly half of a cap- 
 tain’s command. Yet, it has been wondered at 


why I did not cut to pieces four or five thousand 
of the British veteran troops with fifty-five men, 
all recruits, and upon raw horses. The most of 


; them had not yet been purchased two weeks. The 


consequences are so obvious that I did not think 


| myself justifiable to make so certain, so inevita- 
ble a sacrifice, without a hope of doing any good. 


There is a distinction between madness and 


bravery. 


Regular troops never act or retreat without or- 
ders; I had no other orders than those I have 


stated above, I therefore remained as long as I 


could. I consulted with Captain Burd before we 
left the field, who had no more desire to leave it 
than I had, but it was high time; when we saw 
all going, I could no longer doubt of the order 
being general; I could not account for its not 
being more generally communicated. The ene- 
my was then advancing rapidly under a shower 
of fire, besides a column of about seven or eight 
hundred which had gained considerably on our 
right; we then, and only then, sir, marched off 
on a walk between the flanking column and our 
disordered army. We continued in that order, 
walking our horses as slow as horses could walk, 
when we were again met by Colonel Monroe, 
who walked his horse with us better than a mile, 
until he was satisfied that the enemy on our right 
required to be kept in observation. He left us 
and advised to proceed in the order we then were, 
and we did so. 

The pleasing hope to meet all our forces col- 
lected at Washington, and that there we would 
be better able to receive the enemy, from various 
motives and resources which we could not have 
had at Bladensburg, filled my mind with anxiety, 
and helped to comfort me in our retreat; for it 
was not in the power of imagination to have in- 
dulged itself with a moment of doubt, whether 
we should fight or not at Washington, and defend 
the Capitol to the last man. I have not meta 
man who was not of the same opinion with me 
on that score ; by what fatality we were made to 
pass through the city and leave it unprotected I 
know not, nor is it within the reach of my com- 
prehension. 

Having arrived at the Capitol, I formed my 
troop. It had been rumored, or ordered, (I do not 
remember which,) that we were all to form near 
it; but, after remaining there half an hour, I saw 
no troops in the neighborhood. I was then in- 
formed that the President’s house was the place 
before which the army was to be formed. I then 
marched through the avenue, and soon arrived 
before the President’s house, but saw no army 
nor ee of any, which would indicate a 
probability of resistance. After remaining in that 
situation for about three quarters of an hour, I 
could not, nor would not, believe that the city 
Was to be given up without a fight. When I re- 
ceived orders to follow the army, which it ap- 
peared had passed through Georgetown two 
hours before us, I then, sir, with a heart full of 
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sorrow, grief, and indignation, ordered my troop 
to follow the army, and met it about three or 
four miles above Georgetown. What follows 
that period, I presume, sir, is of little importance 
to you and the committee of inquiry; I, there- 
fore, will close by saying that, from that day to 
this, I have not ceased to lament the event, with- 
out being able to penetrate into the cause. 
_ [have now given you, sir, all the information 
in my power, relative to the several points, the 
subject of your request in the letter you have hon- 
ored me with in behalf of the committee, of whom 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. LAVALL, 
Col. Com. Squadron U.S. L. D. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, 





Strength and names of the several Mounted Vol- 
unteer Corps on the ground at Bladensburg. 


Lieutenant Colonel Tilghman, about - - 70 

Major Ridgely - - - - - - 110 

Captain Graham - - - - - - 35 

Lieutenant Williams - - - - = 20 

Captain Herber - - - - - = 25 
Total - orice eel 


Colonel William D. Beall’s Statement. 
Georaetown, Nov. 22, 1814. 


Sir: I have the honor to reply to your request, 
directed by the honorable committee * appointed 
to inquire into the causes of the success of the 
enemy in his recent enterprises against this city,” 
&c., that, on my march to Bladensburg, on the 
24th of August, I received General Winder’s or- 
der, in reply to a letter I had written him the day 
before, to join General Stansbury at Bladensburg; 
that, on my arrival at the mill, ] was met by a 
gentleman, (General Winder’s aid, I supposed,) 
who informed me my ground was Veitch’s Hill; 
he conducted me to the ground, where I formed 
and received the enemy, after he had done with the 
army below the hill. On our retreat, at Capitol 
Hill, lreceived an order to march through George- 
town tothe heights above it; but we reached 
Tenleytown, and, from thence, about twelve 
o’clock at night, were ordered to move on the river 
road, no point designated ; the next day, we ar- 
rived at Montgomery Courthouse; the next day 
we encamped at Gaither’s heights, thence to El- 
licott’s Mills, thence to the two mile stone towards 
Baltimore. 

I have been informed by a gentleman, who 
acted as one of General Winder’s aids, that he 
brought me an order to retreat; but I do not re- 
member it. 

This is as short a statement as I can make, to 
comprehend the design of the committee. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
WM. D. BEALL. 

N. B. Having marched about sixteen miles that 
morning, before the battle, my men were fatigued 
and exhausted. Although it is not my impres- 
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sion that my command gave way as early as is 
represented by some, I must acknowledge that the 
contest with the enemy was not of a character 
ee with my wishes in defending the 
capital of the United States, and, therefore, made 
every exertion to rally the men, and partially sue- 
ceeded; but they ultimately gave way, in despite of 
exertions, like the other troops. My command 
consisted of about seven or eight hundred men. 





Major William Pinkney’s Statement. 
Battimore, Nov. 16, 1814. 

Sir: Lhave the honor to make the following 
communication, in compliance with the request 
contained in your letter of the 17th of last month. 

The detachment, of which my battalion of rifle- 
men (or rather three companies of it) formed a 
part, marched from Baltimore on the 21st of Au- 

ust, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 

terret of the Sth regiment, and arrived at Bla- 
densburg about sun-set on the 23d, where it en- 
camped below, and ata short distance from, the 
brigade of General Stansbury, who had fixed his 
encampment on Lowndes’ Hill, by the side of the 
road from Marlborough, and between that road 
and the river road. The detachment was wholly 
from the third brigade of Maryland militia, and 
consisted of the 5th regiment, between four and 
five hundred strong; of two companies of artillery, 
oo six six-pounders,) commanded by Captains 

yer and Magruder, amounting to about one 
hundred and fifty men; and of three companies 
of my battalion, commanded by Captains Dyer. 
Aisquith, and Baden, amounting to about one 
hundred and eighty rank and file. 

In the night of the 23d, (about eleven o’clock,) 
we were called to arms by several discharges of 
single muskets in quick succession, by General 
Stansbury’s pickets. Our detachment, of which 
only 1 had much opportunity to observe the con- 
duct, turned out with alacrity, and exhibited, dur- 
ing the alarm, great spirit and firmness. The 
dispositions made by General Stansbury to meet 
the enemy, who was supposed to be advancing by 
the upper road, appeared to be prompt and judi- 
cious. It was a false alarm, however, and, after 
a few hours, we were permitted to return to 
quarters. 

We had scarcely reached our encampment, be- 
fore Colonel Sterret and myself were summoned 
to the tent of General Stansbury, where we found 
his principal officers assembled. The General 
stated to us that he had just received intelligence 
from General Winder that he had retired upon 
Washington, across the Eastern Branch; and he 
asked our advice as to the course which, in con- 
sequence of that movement, it was proper for him 
to pursue, apprizing us at the same time, as I 
think, that General Winder expected him to fight 
the enemy, if he should take the route of Bladens- 
burg. It appeared to be certain that the enemy 
woul take thatroute, withoutloss of time,and that 
General Stansbury’s force, fatigued and exhaust- 
ed as a portion of it was, consisting altogether of 
militia unused to service, amounting to little more 
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than two thousand men, and deprived of all pros. 
pect of support from any quarter, was in no cop. 
dition to withstand nearly thrice its number of 
regular troops, in a position which presented po 
peculiar facilities for defence, especially when jt 
was considered that General Winder’s force, more 
numerous than General Stansbury’s, Consisting 
partly of regulars, high in character and disci. 
pline, furnished with more and heavier artillery, 
and with a powerful body of horse, had just been 
compelled to place the Kastern Branch between 
it and those troops. For these, and other reasons, 
the officers present were of opinion that Genera| 
Stansbury ought immediately to break up his en- 
campment, and, by drawing nearer to Washing. 
ton, consult the safety of the force under his com- 
mand, and put it in a situation to co-operate with 
that of General Winder, and to receive and exe- 
cute the orders of that General, whatever they 
might be, for the protection of the Capitol. Gen- 
eral Stansbury was himself of that opinion; and, 
in conformity with it, we retired across the bridge, 
in good order, to a high ground, on the edge of 
the main road, about a mile and a half from Bla- 
densburg, from whence the enemy could be re- 
connoitered, if he shauld advance, as had been 
anticipated. We halted at this place, about sun- 
rise on the 24th, after General Stansbury had, as 
he informed me, despatched his Aid-de-Camp 
(Major Woodyear) to General Winder, to give 
him notice of his march, and take his orders upon 
it. While he remained here, General Stansbury 
mentioned, or showed to me, ([ forgot which,) a 
letter just received by him from General Wind- 
der, written, I believe, before General Winder 
knew of his late march, from which it appeared 
that General Winder still calculated on his en- 
gaging the enemy, if he should attempt to ap- 
proach by Bladensburg. I was still of opinion, and 
so expressed myself to General Stansbury, that, 
although it seemed to be his duty to prepare his 
troops to dispute, alone, and to the last extremity, 
the enemy’s passage to the city, and it was possi- 
ble the military views of his superiors might im- 
pose such an undertaking upon him, he ought 
not, unless his orders were peremptory, (and they 
were not yet understood to be so,) to seek the 
enemy at a distance from General Winder, with- 
out whose immediate aid he could not fail to sac- 
rifice his men, already broken down by toil and 
fasting, and want of sleep, and thus to produce 
the destruction of the Capitol ; that Major Wood- 
year would soon return with precise orders from 
General Winder, founded upon a knowledge of 
his situation and the designs of the enemy ; and 
that, even if Major Woodyear’s return should be 
unexpectedly retarded, and a removal from his 
actual position should become necessary, it would 
be far more prudent that General Stansbury 
should proceed tooccupy one of the strong grounds 
yet nearer to Washington, with which the road 
abounded, where he might not only encounter 
the enemy to advantage, but readily be succored 
by the Commander-in-Chief, than that he should 
go back to his old encampment, or its neighbor- 
hood, while General Winder’s co-operation con- 
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tinued to be precarious. I believe that Colonel 
Sterret and Colonel Ragan gave to General 
Stansbury the same opinion, in substance, and 
that General Stansbury concurred in it. He did 
not, however, move nearer to Washington, for 
Major Woodyear shortly afterwards (about nine 
o'clock) brought him verbal orders from General 
Winder to retrace his steps, and contest with the 
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was, I think, stationed to the left of the battery. 
near to and beyond the road which flanks it, called 
the Mill road, to watch, as I suppose, that road 
and the upper ford, and to march, or to supply 
detachments, as occasion might require, to sus- 
tain the other parts of our foree. A few horse 
paraded on the main road, sometimes as far as 
the bridge. Such appeared to be our means of 


enemy the pass at Bladensburg, together with an | resistance, and such the distribution of them. It 
assurance that he would join him without delay. | was soon ascertained, however, that the troops, 
These orders were immediately obeyed, and, be- | whom we had believed to be foes, were a regi- 


tween ten and eleven o’clock, A. M., the troops 
were halted in a field, where there is an orchard, 
on the left of the road as you approach Bladens- 
burg from Washington, not far from the bridge. 
The passage at Bladensburg may be effected, as 
I comprehend, by two routes: by the bridge and 
deep ford just above it, and by the more shallow 
ford in the old Baltimore road, a little above the 
fork made by the Northeast and Northwest branch- 
es; which ford is reached from Bladensburg, by 
first crossing the Northeast branch in the present 
Baltimore road, and then turning to the left and 
we halted at the point from which a passage by 
either or both of these routes might be opposed. 
While the enemy was expected, a cloud of dust 
announced the advance of a body of troops upon 
the upper road, and they soon showed themselves 
upon Lowndes’ Hill, which they descended rap- 
idly. As General Winder bad not yet appeared, 
preparations were made to receive them by Gen- 
eral Stansbury, assisted by Colonel Monroe. At 
the bottom of the field, between four and five 
hundred yards from the bridge, as I conjecture, 
was a sort of a battery, en barbette, which had 
been hastily constructed for heavy artillery, un- 
der the direction of Colonel Welewse. 
Baltimore companies had been employed, from 
their first arrival in the field, (with such tools as 
they could get,) in cutting embrasures through 
the parapet, which was much too lofty for their 
six pounders, and which there was not time to 
reduce through its whole extent, and in masking 
them with brush wood. In this battery they 
were now stationed. I was ordered to place my 
companies in ambush on its right, with a view to 
afford protection to it, and to annoy the enemy in 
his approach, if he should succeed in crossing the 
bridge, or in fording the stream in its neighbor- 
hood. I conducted my battalion accordingly to 
the place prescribed, and there distributed them 
behind a fence and among the bushes, upon the 
slope of the bank which terminates the field, and 
also beyond the slope, as near to the bridge and 
ford as was practicable, taking my own station 
some yards in the rear, (with the Adjutant and 
Sergeant Major,) on the top of the bank in the 
field, where there was nothing to interrupt my 
view of an advancing enemy. The fifth regiment 
was posted about filty yards in our rear, (out- 
Stretching us of course,) and gave confidence to 
my companies and the artillery. Two compa- 
nies of General Stansbury’s brigade (actingasrifle- 
men, but principally armed with muskets) were 
posted near the barn, behind the battery, ata small 
distance from us. The residue of the brigade 


The | 


ment of Maryland militia, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Beall; and my battalion was 
consequently withdrawn into the field, where it 
rested upon its arms. The newly arrived regi- 
ment passed on to the rear, and took post out of 
my view, and, as I have since heard, on the op- 
posite side of the main road, where we had halted 
in the morning, as before stated. It is but jus- 
tice to the men under my command to observe, 
ia this place, that they went to their posts with 
cheerfulness, although they were about to con- 
tend, as they supposed, with veteran troops, great- 
ly superior in numbers. 

Soon after the arrival of Col. Beall’s regiment, 
the enemy was discovered in full march for Bla- 
deusburg, along the river road, and we, once 
more, prepared for battle. I had now, from Gen- 
eral Winder, (who had recently come upon the 
field,) the same orders I had before received for 
the employment of my men; with this differ- 
ence only, that General Winder’s orders import- 
ed, that it might be proper to place a portion of 
them upon the Jeft of the battery, which it was 
undoubtedly of great importance to protect, and 
which the new order of battle, hereinafter in part 
explained, seemed to leave without protection, 
unless a detachment from my battalion should 
be so applied. In consequence, I detached Cap- 
tain Aisquith, with the whole of his company, 
with directions to take, and maintain as long 
as possible, the most advantageous position there, 
for the objects indicated by General Winder’s or- 
ders. I remanded the other two companies to their 
former stations amongst the bushes; and, after vis- 
iting the battery, and remaining there until the 
first and second shots were fired from it, I re- 
sumed my own station (with the battalion offi- 
cers before mentioned) upon the top of the bank, 
in the field. A company of militia, under the com- 
mand of Capt. Doughty, (having musketsonly, but 
acting as riflemen) placed itself, at my instance, 
on our right, near to the main road, under cover 
of some bushes and a fence. The fifth regiment, 
which had been moved from its first position, 
(where it might have contributed to repulse the 
enemy in his attempts to leave the vicinity of the 
bridge) had now, to the great discouragement of 
my companies and of the artillery, been made to 
retire to a hill several hundred yards in our rear, 
but visible, nevertheless, to the enemy, where it 
could do litthe more than display its gallantry. 
The two companies of General Stansbury’s brig- 
ade, acting as riflemen, had changed their station, 
so that I no longer perceived them; but I have 
heard that they still continued at no great dis- 
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tance from their old ground, although concealed 
from me by the barn or by trees; my impression, 
however, is, that they did not, and could not, come 
into action there. The residue of General Stans- 
bury’s brigade had been moved from the left, and 
made to take ground (invisible to us by reason 
of the intervening orchard) on the right of the fifth 
regiment, with its own right resting upon the 
main road, and disclosed to the enemy. A small 
body of troops (but under whose command I am 
uninformed) were drawn up in advance of the 
left flank of the fifth regiment, and nearly at right 
angles with it, but, on account of the barn, I did 
not see it until the two companies of my battalion, 
which were stationed on the right of the battery 

retreated, as will hereafter be mentioned. O 

Colonel Beall’s very distant station, I have already 
spoken from hearsay, but, at the time of the action, 
I knew only that it must be considerably in the 
rear. Of some artillery in the rear of our right, 
I had no knowledge, until, during the engage- 
ment, I heard its fire, apparently well maintained. 

I did not know that Brigadier General Smith’s 
brigade was in or near the field, until the action 
had ceased ; nor was I aware that the artillery of 
Commodore Barney, Major Peter, Captain Burch, 
and others, (which, if it had been brought up in 
time to act upon the bridge, and the road at each 
of its ends, could not well have failed to insure 
a triumph over the enemy, especially if supported 
by a part of the infantry, of which no use was 
made, and if sufficient care had also been taken 
to observe the upper ford, to which, perhaps, the 
enemy might have had recourse, if beaten at the 
bridge,) was at any time near to us. In a word, 
I was ignorant of any reinforcements which 
either preceded, accompanied, or followed Gen- 
eral Winder, except only, that I supposed that 
Captain Doughty’s company, and the few troops 
in advance of the left flank of the fifth regiment, 
(just before mentioned) and a large body of horse, 
which was kept idle, had come from Washington. 

The enemy having reached Bladensburg, de- 
scended the hill, about twelve o’clock, in a very 
fine style, and soon showed his intention to force 
his way by the bridge. Assisted by some dis- 
charges of rockets, (which were afterwards in- 
dustriously continued,) he made an effort to throw 
across the bridge a strong body of infantry, but 
he was driven back at the very commencement 
of it, with evident loss, by the artillery in the 
battery, which principally acted upon the street 
or road near the bridge, and he literally disap- 
peared behind the houses. The effort was not 
immediately repeated ; but the artillery continued 
its fire, with a view, as it seemed, to interrupt the 
discharge of rockets, as in some degree it did, and 
otherwise to check the enemy’s operations. 

After a long pause, during which I conjectured 
(erroneously, as I have since been told) that the 
enemy, less confident than before of the passage 
of the bridge, detached a corps of some strength 
to make its way by the ford, in the old Baltimore 
road, a second attempt was made to cross the 
bridge, with increased numbers and greater cel- 
erity of movement. This, too, was encountered 


by the artillery in the battery, but not with jj; 
former success, although it was served with grea 
spirit, and commanded by officers of acknow). 
edged skill andcourage. In consequence, a large 
am of the enemy, which was every moment 
reinforced, either by the way of the bridge or by 
the ford immediately above it, was able to form 
on the Washington side, and to menace the bat- 
tery, and the inadequate force by which it was 
to be supported. hile the enemy was yet at 
a distance, the company on our right (com- 
manded by Captain Doughty) discharged their 
pieces and fled, although he appeared to do aj 
in his power to restrain them, asI myself did, 
My two companies were now (without other 
known aid than the other company on the le/t) 
to protect the artillery, and to receive the whole 
force of the enemy, which was rapidly accumu. 
lating. Following the example which had been 
set them by the company on their right, they too 
began to fire somewhat too soon ; but in its pro- 

ress, their fire was manifestly destructive, and 
for a short time seemed to produce disorder and 
hesitation in the enemy’s ranks. The enemy, 
however, soon pressed forward again, and was 
close at hand when the artillery discontinued its 
fire. Its danger had become imminent, and it 
was apparent that it could do nothing more in its 
actual station to retard the enemy’s progress. His 
advance, which threatened the right of my posi- 
tion, and had almost reached it, was probably out 
of the line of any fire which the half formed em- 


brasures of the battery would admit; and I should. 


presume that it would have been difficult, if not 
impracticable, to depress the guns in those em- 
brasures (the ground of the battery being consid- 
erably elevated) so as to touch the enemy after his 
near approach. 

My companies were now in that condition that 
their right was on the point of being turned, and, 
as the battery was evidently about to be evacu- 
ated, and Captain Aisquith’s company was too 
weak to keep the enemy in cueck on the left, it 
followed that they were in that quarter exposed 
to the same peril. Our small force, moreover, 
(somewhat more than one hundred men) could 
not hope to make an effectual stand against the 
enemy, even if he should attack it only in front, 
where there was very little in the shape of natu- 
ral obstructions to break his column or impede 
his march. The line of our retreat, too, to the 
fifth regiment, (the nearest visible rall ying point, ) 
was, of necessity, across the open field in our 
rear, and only one of my companies had bayo- 
nets. Under these circumstances of urgent peril, 
both companies began, at the same instant, to 
move towards the artillery, now in the act of lim- 
bering its guns. The retreat of my men and of 
the artillery appeared to be simultaneous. The 
whole fell back upon the fifth regiment, (on the 
left flank of which a great part of my two com- 
panies were halted, and formed by Captain Dyer, 
by the adjutant, and sergeant-major,) and the 
enemy succeeded instantly to their places. | 
followed in the rear of this retreat, narrowly es- 
caping capture, and found my men in the situa- 
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a 
tion above described, ready once more to act 
against the enemy. It is here my duty to say, 
that, although the predicament in which my two 
companies were placed, when they moved from 
the right of the battery, was almost as desperate 
as it could be, I had given no orders to retire, and 
did not at that moment intend todoso, I can- 
not, and certainly do not, blame them for antici- 
pating such orders, when they saw their desolate 
condition, and discovered that the artillery, with 
which they had been connected as a supporting 
force, could not continue its fire, or hope to main- 
tain its ground. My justification for withholding 
my orders to retreat is, that I had none mysell, 
and further, that having found that the enemy 
had neither artillery nor cavalry, 1 thought we 
might venture upon another fire, which could not 
be otherwise than deadly, now that the enemy 
was at a small distance from our muzzles. | 
have this other justification, (which I hope I 
shall be pardoned fur mentioning,) that, as | was 
myself on foot, and had no horse near me, I in- 
curred my full share of the hazard of too longa 
delay. It is not improbable, however, that I was 
wrong, and that I owed it to these brave men to 
withdraw them, even at an earlier period, from 
a post where, beyond all question, if they had re- 
mained much longer, they must have been taken 
prisoners or cut to pieces; atany rate, [ take pride ' 
in bearing my testimony to their bravery and | 
skill, of which I had many proofs during the 
severe trial to which they were exposed on that 
most disastrous occasion, amidst such privations, | 
discouragements, and hardships, as might have 
subdued the spirit, and beaten down the strength 
of veteran soldiers. 

The fifth regiment had now to receive the en- 
emy; and, with slight exceptions, it kept its | 
ground with exemplary steadiness, and maintain- 
eda regular and spirited fire, until after it was 
ordered by General Winder to retreat, and after 
the necessity of retreat was perfectly obvious. 
My men adhered to its left, and did their duty 
there, and finally retired with it, the whole in 
considerable disorder. The troops of which I 
have spoken, (in advance of its left,) appeared to 
behave well, but were soon withdrawn or driven 
from their station, which the enemy could, in- 
ons reach with his shot without being seen by 
them, 

Nothing could be more critical than the situa- 


tion of the fifth regiment when it began to retire. 


Its right had been thrown open to the enemy by 
the precipitate retreat of the greater part, if not 
the whole of General Stansbury’s brigade. Its 
left had nothing hn propens it; and, even if the 
enemy had sent no force by the ford, on the old 
Baltimore road, to gain its rear, that which he 
had pushed on by the mill road, and the ground 
adjacent, was sufficiently formidable. Its front 
was singularly liable to be galled with impunity 
from the orchard, from the barn, and from other. 
covers, within striking distance of which it had 
been posted, while itself was not covered by any- 
thing, and could hardly act upon anythiog. I 
speak with the more coniidence of the good be- 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—53 
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haviour of this regiment, because I was constant- 


ly with my men while they acted with it, except 
only for two or three minutes, when I was em- 
ployed in going to and returning from the mill 
road, immediately on their left, from whence I 
expected an attack. I was, during all this time, 
too, on horseback, (having obtained a horse after 
we were driven from our first position,) and had 
thus the best opportunities of observation. During 
a part of this time I saw General Winder zeal- 
ously engaged in the discharge of his very anxious 
and arduous duties, and manifesting the courage 
which becomes a gentleman and a soldier. 

Of the conduct of Captain Aisquith’s company 
I know no more than he and others have told me. 
I feel assured that it did well, and that the enem 
felt the effect of the activity and resolution which 
distinguished it. My battalion sustained some 
small loss in wounded; and Captain Baden was 
made prisoner. 

A wound inflicted in the field, (from which 
the 5th regiment and my men retreated, as 
above stated,) by a musket ball, which struck my 
right arm in front, a little above the elbow, and 
passing through it broke the bone, disabled me 
from further service, and made it necessary that I 
should not long delay to obtain surgical assist- 
ance. In this state I left the field, with (or a 
little after) the last of our friends, about five or 
six in number, among whom, I believe, was Mr. 
Meredith of the 5th. The enemy was then very 
close, and his fire was incessant but inaccurate. 
I have no further koowledge of the transaction 
to which your letter relates. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
WM. PINKNEY. 

Hon. R. M. Jonnson, &c. 


Captain Burch’s Statement. 
City or Wasuinoton, Oct. 12, 1814. 


Sir: In answer to your request, I make the 
following statement: 

On the 19th of August last, early in the day, I 
was ordered to call out my company for actual 
service, being, at the time, informed that the whole 
body of the militia were ordered intoactual service, 
as it was ascertained that the enemy had landed 
near Benedict, and were about to proceed to this 
city. In the evening of that day, the first brigade 
was paraded, and about one o’clock, P. M., on the 
20th, we marched from the city in the direction 
of Benedict, and encamped for that night about 
three miles beyond the Eastern Branch, when 
General Winder took the command. On Saturday, 
the 21st, we marched on, and encamped that night 
at the Woodyard, about fourteen miles from this 
place. On Monday morning it was understood 
in camp, that the enemy had, by rapid marches, 
got within a short distance of our encampment; 
upon which the Commanding General detached 
Major Peter, with his company of artillery. Cap- 
tain Davidson’s iofaotry, aud Captain Stull’s 
riflemen, as an advanced party, to reconnoitre 
and hold the enemy in check. They advanced 
some distance, and were soon after followed by 
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the brigade, for two miles, when it was halted, 
and partially formed in order of battle. Major 
Peter met the enemy, who immediately fled off 
on the left, and took the road to Upper Marl- 
borough. Major Peter having returned with his 
command, the whole of the troops were imme- 
diately marched back to the Old Fields, where 
we encamped that night. On Tuesday morning, 
the same party, under the command of Major 
Peter, was again sent out to reconnoitre and skir- 
mish with the enemy; and between four and five 
o’clock of that evening, we learned that they 
were actually engaged with the British forces. 
The line of battle was then formed without delay, 
and we remained so until Major Peter came up 
and took his position in the line. In a few min- 
utes orders were carried through the line, for an 
immediate retreat to Washington, as it was said 
the enemy was too strong for us. I received or- 
ders to remain on the ground upon whieh we 
were formed, until all the troops had marched, 
and then, every fifteen minutes, to send off two 
of my ee with the proper number of men, 
until [ had despatched all six of them. That, if 
the enemy appeared in the meantime, (and his 
appearance was every moment expected,) to open 
my battery upon him, and continue to fire as long 
as I could do so in safety, and then retreat as fast 
as possible, and join the main body. Just asI 
hell dvapecehed the second division of my guns, 
the aid-de-camp of Brigadier Smith, of the Dis- 
trict militia, gave me orders to move off with 
the whole as fast as possible. As the main body 
had, by this time, got a considerable distance 
ahead, I was unable to get up with the rear until 
they arrived at the Eastern Branch bridge, when 
my men were so greatly fatigued, that they could 
scarcely stand by their guns. After we had crossed 
the bridge into the city, and pitched our tents, he- 
tween twelve and one o’clock at night, General 
Winder came to my tentand called me out; heob- 
served that he knew my men were worn down with 
fatigueand from the loss of rest; but that,in all prob- 
ability, one of the last good acts which it might ever 
be in rece todo for my country, would be that 
night. He wished me to take thirty of my men, 
with three of my guns, and defend the passage of 
the lower Eastern Branch bridge, as he had reason 
to believe the enemy would attempt the passage of 
it that night. General Winder further observed, 
that he had some time before left directions at 
the Navy Yard for a boat to be sent to the bridge, 
with combustibles to blow it up, in case it became 
necessary, but that his orders had not been at- 
tended to, and that he should not go to rest until 
he had sent me the boat. I took my thirty men 
and three guns, and proceeded to the foot of the 
bridge, with orders to open upon the enemy, if he 
appeared, as soon as our rear guard had come 
over, and that if the enemy succeeded in getting 
upon the bridge, to set fire to the boat and blow 
it up, and then to resume my position and recom- 
mence my fire. A little before daybreak the boat 
arrived, and was placed under the arch next the 
draw. I kept this position without rest or re- 
freshment until ten o’clock on Wednesday morn- 
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ing, the 24th, when I was relieved by Commodore 
Barney. I was then ordered to leave one of m 
pieces and fifteen men at the bridge, under the 
direction of Colonel Wadsworth, and proceed un 
with the balance immediately to Bladensburg. | 
did so, and when I arrived near the latter place 
I was again ordered to leave two of my guns an 
a party of men in the main road, and push on 
with the remaining three and the residue of my 
men, and to report myself at Bladensburg to Gen- 
eral Winder. I proceeded until I arrived within 
a short distance of Bladensburg, when I found 
much difficulty in finding the General. I rode 
up and down the whole line in search of him, 
and when I returned, I found that my guns had 
been moved off to the left; I followed on and 
overtook them just as they were formed in bat- 
tery near the extreme left of the line. I there 
discovered the General, and applied to him for 
directions ; he replied, “Captain, there is the en- 
emy, (pointing to the British who were then in 
plain view,) take charge of your pieces.” 1 dis- 
mounted, and took charge of my pieces, and ina 
few moments we opened our fire, which proved 
to be very galling to the enemy, and after firing 
about fifteen rounds, the fifth regiment of Balti- 
more advanced and commenced their fire. By 
the advance of this regiment one of my guns 
was masked, which rendered it useless; the other 
two continued the fire with much effect. The 
infantry, who were posted on my right as a pro- 
tection to my pieces, having given way, General 
Winder, in person, ordered me to limber and re- 
treat. I did not do so immediately, but fired two 
or three rounds, when the General repeated his 
order ina peremptory manner. Weretreated a few 
yards, when he observed to me that he thought | 
might venture to unlimber one of my pieces and 
give them anotherfire. I was in the act of doing 
so, but as the enemy advanced so rapidly he coun- 
termanded it, and again ordered me on. I saw 
no more of the General that day: the reason was, 
that after retreating a mile or two, I was so ex- 
hausted from fatigue, fasting and heat, | was un- 
able to keep up with my guns, and fell behind 
them some yards. I fainted by the side of a 
fence unobserved by my men. After missing me 
they supposed I had been taken prisoner. When 
I came to my recollection, I found myself il! of a 
fever, notwithstanding which, I procured a horse, 
and found and joined my company on the route 
trom Montgomery Courthouse to Baltimore, and 
marched with them to Snell’s bridge, where we 
were halted, and afterwards countermarched to 
this place. 


BENJAMIN BURCH, 
Captain Washington Artillery. 
Hon. R. M. Jonngon. 





Captain Caldwell’s Statement. 


The following is believed to be nearly a correct 
estimate of the cavalry on the ground, at the bat- 
tle of Bladensburg, 24th August last: 


Col. Lavall’s United States’ troops, about - 120 
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aa 
A squadron of Colonel Tilghman’s regim’t, 


MM. about~ - - - = = 
A squadron, command of Major Ridgely, 








M. M., about - > ° 

Captain Herbert’s troop, M.M., about - 40 

Captain Graham’s troop, Virginia, about - 40 
Total - - + - 3% 

The Alexandria troop, under Captain Thorn- 
ton, and the Georgetown troop, under Lieutenant 
Williams, (both small.) accompanied Colonel 
Monroe on the first day of the alarm to reconnot- 
tre the enemy, and had so many detached on dif- 
ferent duties as left but a few scattering ones on 
the field. 

Part of the Washington troop were attached to 
General Winder, and had been generally detach- 
ed in carrying expresses or conveying orders; the 
remainder were on vidette duty. On the morn- 
ing of the 24th they were sent to patrol the road 
between the Eastern Branch bridge and the ene- 
my, and did not leave the rear of the enemy in 
time to cross the bridge and join the army, till 
the army was on the retreat, except three or four, 
who were employed in conveying orders, &c., or 
wherever tlivy could be useful. 

E. B. CALDWELL. 





Statement of General Hungerford. 

On the 23d of July was called on by the Exe- 
cutive of Virginia, to take command of the mili- 
tia in the Northern Neck; after which General 
Madison was called into service, and Major Gen- 
erai Parker, to take the command of the two bri- 


gades under Hungerford and Madison. On the 


eighteenth of August General Winder wrote to 
General Huogerford to march with expedition to 
the city, with the forces under his command. 
This letter was received on the 2lst, at camp 
Nominy Hall, in the Northern Neck, about one 
hundred and twenty-five miles from Washington. 
His force consisted of three regiments, under Col- 
onels Boyd, Branham, and Parker. About four- 
teen hundred men, effectives, marched on towards 
the city, and Colonels Downey and Chawning, 
who were in the counties of Northumberland and 
Lancaster, were directed to follow with their 
regiments. 

A letter was received from Colonel John Tay- 
loe on the 24th, dated the 23d, stating that the 
Secretary of War required despatch, and directed 
the troops to march on by regiments, or even 
companies, if necessary. On Sunday, the 28th, 
was at Neabsco, about twenty-four miles from 
Alexandria ; was waited upon by a committee 
from Alexandria about two o’clock, who deliver- 
ed a communication from the corporation of 
Alexandria, stating that the town had no aritil- 
lery or military force to protect it, and they in- 
tended to surrender at discretion to the enemy; 
and that the town being under the command of 
the civil authority, it would be injurious to the 
town for any military forces to march to Alexan- 
dria, General Hungerford informed the commit- 


tee that he should move on, and be governed 
by cireumstances. He received a line on the 
same day from Colonel Monroe, directing him to 
march with all possible despatch to Alexandria, 
and if the enemy had passed Alexandria to march 
on to the city. 

On the morning of the 29th, about ten miles 
from Alexandrie, another deputation waited on 
General Hungerford, with a printed order of the 
corporation, amounting toa request that he should 
not proceed on to Alexandria, and interrupt the 
arrangement made with the enemy. To this 
communication General Hungerford replied, that 
he was acting under the orders of the Govern- 
ment, and should execute those orders, and ac- 
cordingly proceeded on hismarch. When within 
three miles of Alexandria he was met by Walter 
Jones, Esq., who informed him that the President 
and Colonel Monroe desired him to station his 
forces in the rear of Alexandria; detach five hund- 
red men to the height just below Mason’s Island, 
and send one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
to Ayquia, to co-operate against the enemy. A 
written order was received from Colonel Monroe 
to the same effect that evening. General Hun- 
gerford arrived with the three first regiments in 
the rear of Alexandria on the 29th, about five 
o’clock in the evening, where he remained till the 
first day of September. He was then ordered to 
the White House, with a part of his forces, to co- 
— with the naval forces under Commodore 

orter. 





No. 9. 
Report from the Navy Department, including 
the official report of Commodore Barney. 


Navy Department, Oct. 3, 1814. 


Sir: In compliance with your letter of the 26th 
instant, as chairman of the committee appointed 
by the honorable House of Representatives, “to 
inquire into the causes of the success of the ene- 
my in his enterprises against this metropolis, and 
the neighboring town of Alexandria; and into 
the manner in which the public buildings and 
property were destroyed, and the amount there- 
of;” and with your request “for such informa- 
tion on the subject as may be in my power, and 
more particularly in relation to the destruction of 
the Navy Yard, and the amount of public prop- 
erty destroyed,” I have the honor to present the 
following report of the measures adopted by this 
Department, and of the facts within my knowl- 
edge, in relation to the objects of this inquiry: 

n obedience to the general instructions and 
early solicitude of the President, in anticipation 
of the probable designs of the enemy to harass 
the country in this vicinity, and to attempt the 
invasion of this metropolis, I directed, in the 
month of May last, three twelve-pounders to 
mounted on field carriages, by the mechanics of 
the Navy Yard, and completely equipped aod fur- 
nished for field service. To these the marines 
at headquarters were trained, under the command 
of Captain Miller, and prepared to act either as 
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artillerists or infantry, as the service might re- 
quire. Ashort time previous to the reinforce- 
ment of the enemy in the Patuxent, I caused two 
long eighteen pounders to be mounted on field 
carriages, and prepared in like manner for field 
service, ready to be attached to the command of 
Commodore Barney, should the enemy at any 
time compel him to abandon the flotilla under his 
command on the Patuxent, and the emergency 
call for the aid of his force in defence of the cap- 
ital or of Baltimore, 

For this eventual service that officer was in- 
structed to prepare; and by his zeal and activity 
his men acquired the expert use of their muskets, 
and a capacity, as well as an ardent disposition 
to be useful to their country on either element. 

On the 26th of July, in consequence of the men- 
acing movements of the enemy near the Kettle 
Bottoms, in the Potomac, which it was said they 
were sounding and buoying off, the letter A was 
written; but, on account of information received 
on the same day, the letter B, countermanding the 
former, was written. 

The enemy in the Patuxent was occupied in 
depredating upon its shores, until large reinforce- 
ments arrived at the mouth of that river on the 
18th of August, the account of which was com- 
municated on the 19th to the Department, by 
Commodore Barney, in the letter C, with a list of 
the naval force of the enemy annexed. 

On the morning of the 19th. information was 
received at the Department from Captain Gor- 
don, commanding the United States’ naval force 
at Norfolk, that, on the morning of the 16th came 
in from sea, and proceeded up the bay, twenty- 
two sail of enemy’s vessels, viz: two seventy- 
fours, one sixty-four, one razee, seven frigates, 
seven transports, and two or three brigs or schoon- 
ers, which, it appears by letter C, joined the force 
at the mouth of the Patuxent on the 18th; the 
whole of which ascended the Patuxent near to 
Benedict, on the 18th and 19th, and commenced 
debarking the troops. The letter marked D was 
immediately written to Commodore Barney ; and 
the letter E to Commodore Rogers; and the let- 
ter F to Captain Porter; urging the two latter to 
repair with their forces towards this city with 
the utmost expedition. 

Commodore Rodgers had previously made the 
most judicious arrangements to transport, with 
celerity, the marines and the principal part of the 
seamen under his command on the Delaware sta- 
tion, to the head-waters of the Chesapeake, or to 
Baltimore, upon any sudden emergency ; and hed 
organized and disciplined his men with a view to 
such service. It appears, however, by his letters 
G and H, that, with every possible exertion, he 
did not reach Baltimore until the 25th, conse- 

uently too late to participate in the defence of 
the metropolis, against a force, the greater part 
of which came in from sea on the 16th, was first 
known to the Department to have arrived on the 
19th, marched from Benedict on the 20th, and en- 
tered the capital on the 24th. 

Having sent to General Winder on the 19th a 
copy of letter C, on the 20th I called on him at 


his quarters, at McKeowin’s, to show him the let- 
ter I had just received from Commodore Barney, 
and my order to that officer to join and co-operate 
with the force under his command, (see letter K,) 
also to point out those volunteer corps in his army 
that comprised the mechanics of the Navy Yard 

who, being excellent axemen, would act with 
great effect as pioneers. As it was understood 
that a strong squadron of the enemy’s ships, in 
co-operation with his land force, had passed the 
principal obstacle in the Potomac, and was only 
retarded in its ascent by contrary winds, against 
which it was warping with great exertion, I ex- 
pressed to him my solicitude for the defence of 
Fort Wasbington, and proposed to throw the ma- 
rines, who had been trained to artillery exercise, 
anda part of the seamen, into that fort, for its 
defence. 

The General did not conceive the state of his 
force such as to warrant the abstraction of so effi- 
cient a part as that of the marines and seamen 
from the main body, which was to oppose the di- 
rect advance of the enemy’s army on the city; 
and, indeed, his objection appeared to have weight. 
He did not, however, consider Fort Washington 
as tenable. 

On the 2ist the letter L was received from 
Commodore Barney, and a detachment of about 
one hundred and ten marines, with three twelves 
and two eighteen pounders, under the command 
of Captain Miller, marched from the headquarters 
to join Commodore Barney, and reached the 
Woodyard that evening. 

In the course of this day and the following I 
visited the Navy Yard, and inquired of the com- 
mandant what were the means of transportation, 
and what assistance he had in the yard? He 
stated that all the mechanics of the yard were, 
and had been, with the army from the first alarm; 
that no persons remained but the officers of the 
yard, three besides himself, and a very few of the 
ordinary, chiefly blacks; that two of the old gun- 
boats were the only craft for transportation ; that 
all the wagons in the District had been hired or 
impressed for the army; and that those blacks 
who were usually to be had for hire, were em- 
ployed on the works at Bladensburg. 

I directed him to employ all the means he had, 
or could procure, to load the gunboats with pro- 
vision and powder, and send them up to the Lit- 
tle Falls; employ as many wagons as could be 
either hired or impressed, and convey as much of 
the navy powder as pussible from the magazine, 
on the Eastern Branch, to Mr. Dulany’s barn, on 
the Virginia side of the Potomac, about nine miles 
above the city; to direct Messrs. Grayson, Stull, 
and Williams, to transport the public powder from 
their works to the same place; and to continue 
transporting the most valuable and portable arti- 
cles from the yard to any place of safety, with all 
the means he could command. 

The public vessels afloat at the Navy Yard 
were the new sloop of war Argus, with her guns 
mounted, her topmasts launched, and her sails 
and detached equipments complete on shore in 
store; the new schooner Lynx and three new 
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barges. one’ of the first and two of the second 
class, completely equipped, with the two gunboats 
before mentioned. 

On the slip was the new frigate Columbia, of 
the largest class, caulked, ready for coppering, 
and nearly so for launching. Her masts, spars, 
tops, &c., almost finished in the mast-house ; gun 
carriages nearly completed; her sails made, and 
in the loft; her rigging fitted; blocks all made; 
aod her equipments, generally, in great forward- 


ness. 

Besides the buildings, engines, fixtures, and shop 
furniture, of the several mechanical branches ia 
the Navy Yard, there were about one hundred 
tons of cordage, some canvass, a considerable 
quantity of saltpetre, copper, iron, lead, block tin, 
blocks, ship chandlery, naval and ordnance stores, 
implements, and fixed ammunition, with a vari- 
ety of manufactured articles in all the branches; 
seventeen hundred and forty-three barrels of beef 
and pork, two hundred and seventy-nine barrels 
of whiskey, and a moderate stock of plank and 
timber. 

Had there been a prospect of transporting the 
sloop of war Argus to a place of safety, the rep- 
resentations of the commandant will show that 
he had not the means of transporting her, and 
there appeared to be no situation in which she 
could be placed, in which she would not fall into 
the hands of the enemy, in the event of his get- 
ting possession of the city. It, therefore, only 
remained to endeavor to save all the stores that 


could be transported, and the small vessels, par- 


ticularly the barges, if practicable, by running 
them up to the Little Falls. ‘This was directed 
to be done. 

On the 22d the letter M was received from 
Commodore Barney. In the evening of that day 
I accompanied the President to General Winder’s 
camp at the Old Fields, and passed the night in 
Commodore Barney’s tent; the army of the ene- 
my at Upper Marlborough, eight miles distant. 
On the morning of the 23d reviewed the seamen 
and marines, whose appearance and preparations 
for battle promised all that could be expected from 
cool intrepidity, and a high state of discipline. 

In the hope that Commodore Rodgers might 
arrive that evening at Baltimore, and not doubt- 
ing that the enemy would be retarded on his 
march by obstacles and annoyance, until the sea- 
men from Baltimore could reach Bladensburg, I 
wrote to Commodore Rodgers the letter wneiee 
N, and sent it by a vidette. 

About two o’clock P. M. I accompanied the 
President on his return to the city, and, in the 
course of the evening, was informed of the sud- 
den retreat of our army from the Old Fields to 
the city, over the Eastern Branch bridge. 

On the morning of the 24th I proceeded to Gen- 
eral Winder’s quarters, at Doctor Hunter’s house, 
near the Eastern Branch bridge, where the Pres- 
ident, and the Secretaries of War, State, and 
Treasury, soon after arrived. 

I found Commodore Barney employed, by 
order of the General, in planting his battery on 
the hill, near the head of the bridge. He was 


charged to defend that pass, and to destroy the 
bridge on the approach of the enemy; for which 
purpose scows and boats, with combustible mate- 
rials, were placed under the bridge, ready to ex- 
plode. At this time the enemy was apparently 
advancing on the road to the bridge; but shortl 
after, advice was received that he had turned o 
on the road towards Bladensburg, about six miles 
from that place. General Winder set off for Bla- 
densburg, leaving Commodore Barney, with his 
seamen and marines, in charge of the bridge. 

It was soon observed that a very efficient part 
of the force had been left to destroy the Eastern 
Branch bridge, which could as well be done by 
half a dozen men as by five hundred. The sub- 
ject was discussed by the President, Heads of De- 
partments, and Commodore Barney, which re- 
sulted in the order for his immediate and rapid 
march, to join the army near Bladensburg, which 
he reached just in time to form his men for bat- 
tle. Captain Creighton was left in charge of the 
bridge, to destroy it on the near approach of the 
enemy. 

I here presented, for consideration, the subject 
of the Navy Yard, to the view of the President 
and Secretary of War, in the presence of the Sec- 
retaries of State and of the Treasury. I described 
the situation of the public vessels, and the nature 
of the public property at that establishment; the 
vast importance of the supplies, and of the ship- 
ping, to the enemy, particularly as there appear- 
ed to be no doubt of his squadron forming a junc- 
tion with his army, should it succeed in the con- 
quest of the capital, (General Winder having dis- 
tinctly stated on the same morning that Fort 
Washington could not be defended ;) and as, in 
this event, nothing could be more clear than that 
he would first plunder and then destroy the build- 
ings and improvements, or, if unable to carry off 


| the plunder and the shipping, he would destroy 


the whole; and if the junction should be formed, 
it would a strong inducement to the enemy to 
remain, in order to launch the new frigate, which 
the force at his command would accomplish in 
four or five days. He would then carry off the 
whole of the public stores and shipping, and de- 
stroy the establishment, and, in the meantime, 
greatly extend the field of his plunder and devas- 
tation. ‘Thus, in either case, whether the junc- 
tion was formed, or whether the army alone en- 
tered the city, the loss or destruction of the whole 
of the public property at the Navy Yard was 
certain. 

It was therefore, distinctly agreed and deter- 
mined, as the result of this consultation, that the 
public shipping, and naval and military stores, 
and provisions at the Navy Yard, should be de- 
stroyed, in the event of the enemy’s obtaining 
possession of the city. 

{ went to the Navy Yard about two o’clock, 
and ordered the commandant to prepare the ne- 
cessary trains for the destruction of the public 
shipping, and of the naval and military stores, 
and provisions, in the Navy Yard, and to destroy 
the same, so soon as he should ascertain that the 
enemy had taken possession of the city; first re- 
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moving such articles of most value, as might be 


found practicable, particularly the new barges, if | Rod 


possible, and then retire in his gig. 

Subsequent events prove the justness of these 
conclusions, if, indeed, further evidence had been 
at all panties, a 
‘ he only legitimate objects of the enterprise 
of the enemy to this place, were the publie ship- 
ping and the naval and military cculilicbmenee’ 
and none can believe that these would have es- 
caped the torch of the destroyer of our civil edi- 
fices, of private rope-walks, and everything in the 
most remote degree connected with navigation ; 
but, above all, with the American Navy. 

The order for the destruction of the public ship- 
ping and property at the Navy Yard was not is- 
sved without serious deliberation and great pain 
by him, under whose auspices and direction those 
noble ships had been constructed, and a degree 
of activity, usefulness, and reputation, imparted 
to the establishment, which it had never known 
before. It was given under the strongest obliga- 
tions of duty. It is conceived that no military 
maxim is better established, nor duty better un- 
derstood, than that which enjoins the destruction 
of public ships, arsenals, naval and military stores, 


and provisions, when they can be no longer de- 
fended, or prevented from falling into the hands. 


of the enemy; and that this duty becomes the 
more imperative, as the ratio of the value of the 
objects is enhanced to the enemy. To defend 
the shipping or Navy Yard was out of the ques- 
tion ; all the mechanics and laborers of the yard, 
as well as all the seamen and marines in the Dis- 
trict, were with the army. 

The Commandant of the Navy Yard is a cap- 
tain in the Navy; the vessels and property were 
under his charge and command ; and if no spe- 
cial order from the Departmeat had been issued, 
aod he had suffered the public shipping and pro- 
porte to have fallen into the hands of the enemy, 

e would have committed a high military crime, 
for which he would have been amenable before a 
court martial. The objects which it was proper 
to destroy, in order to prevent their falling into 
the hands of the enemy, could not be separated 
from those which might have been left for his 
destruction. They were in store, or in the midst 
of other combustible materials, and the fire from 
one would necessarily communicate to the other. 
Indeed, the whole surface of the yard was covered 
with ships, timber, pitch, tar, and other combus- 
tible matter, so that to set fire to any one object, 
must produce the successive conflagration of the 
whole. 

On returning from the Navy Yard, towards 
the western part of the city, | learned that our 
army had retreated by the road to Tenleytown, 
and that of the enemy was rapidly advancing to- 
wards the city. I soon after received a message 
from the President, by Mr. Tench Ringgold, at 
Mr. Charles Carroll’s, informing me that he had 
proceeded to cross the river, and requested that I 
would follow and meet him on the other side. 

I returned to the city on the morning of the 
28th, immediately on hearing of the retreat of 





the enemy, and wrote the letter O to Commodore 


rs. 

The per P isa copy of the detailed report 
of the Commandant of the Navy Yard, of the 
manner in which he carried into execution the 
order I had given. 

The barge he states to have been saved was 
sent to Alexandria, and, it appears, remained there 
until the enemy took possession of her. 

unboat was sunk near Foxall’s, laden 
with salted provisions, and has since been re- 
covered. The other was laden with provisions 
and gunpowder, but ran aground in the Eastern 
Branch, in onpneens to transport her to the 
Little Falls, and was plundered by the inhabitants 
near the Navy Yard; the powder and part of the 
provisions have since been recovered. 

The new schooner Lynx escaped the flames in 
an extraordinary manner, and remains entire. 

The metallic articles have nearly all been saved, 
mene a vast quantity of iron work, which, 
with little labor, will answer the original purpose. 

The timber that was in the dock is saved; and 
a great deal of that which was partially consumed, 
will be useful. 

Almost the whole of the machinery of the steam 
engine is reported to be in good condition ; the 
boiler is perfect. 

The buildings, with the exception of the houses 
of the commandant and lieutenant of the yard, 
the guard houses, and gateway, and one other 
building, have been destroyed. The walls of 
some appear to be entire, and but little injured; 
of others they are destroyed. 

The monument was but slightly injured. 

Paper Q is a list of the cannon remaining per- 
fect in the yard, and of those which were injured 
by the enemy. 

The issuing store of the yard, and its contents, 
which had escaped the original conflagration, 
were totally destroyed by the enemy. 

Orders have been issued to the officers of the 
yard to prepare their statements and estimates of 
the valueof public property destroyed, which shall 
be furnished as soon as possible. 

With the circumstances attending the aban- 
dooment and destruction of Fort Washington, 
and the fate of Alexandria, 1am no otherwise 
acquainted than by the accounts which have been 
published. 

After the capitulation of Alexandria to the 
enemy’s squadron, a considerable force, in seamen, 
was ordered from Baltimore, (See letter R,) under 
the command of Commodore Rodgers, with Cap- 
tains Porter, Perry, and Creighton. The former 
attacked and annoyed the enemy in his rear, in 
boats and with fire vessels, whilst the other com- 
manders planted their batteries on White House 
Point and Indian Head. 

Those measures precipitated the departure of 
the enemy, and greatly annoyed him in descend- 
ing the river; but there was not time sufficient 
to prepare the means to render that annoyance 
effectual. All that the limited means employed 
could possibly effect, was accomplished, by the 
gallantry, skill, and patriotism, of those distin- 
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guished officers, and the brave seamen, marines, 
and volunteers, under their command. ‘ 
The measures pursued by this Department, in 
order to co-operate in the defence of the Metrop- 
olis, were not, in their nature, strictly sanctioned 
by the regulations and usagesof the naval service, 
but were adoptec with an ardent desire that they 
might prove effectual ; with a certain knowledge 
that the zeal and patriotism of the naval corps 
would induce them to seek the enemy, with equal 
vigor and cheerfulness, in the field as on the main ; 
and a conviction that the emergency fully justi- 
fied any step which could contribute to the defence 
of the National Capitol. 
Whether more or less has been done than aay 
required, is cheerfully and respectfully submitted. 
4 have the honor to be, &c. ~ 
W. JONES. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, Chairman, €c. 





Navy Yarp, WaAsHINGTON, 
October 18, 1814. 


Sin: On a review of the consequences which 
emanated from the retreat of our army, and the 
entrance of that of the enemy into this city, on 
the twenty-fourth of August last, so far as relates 
to this establishment, I respectfully submit the 
following general statement: 

After receiving repeated contradictory reports, 
relative to the strength and position of the enemy, 
during the afternoon and evening of that day, at 
twenty minutes past eight, P. M., I received in- 
contestable proof (by Captain Creighton, and Mr. 
M. Booth, my clerk, both of whom had been vol- 
untarily active to obtain me positive information) 
that the enemy was io complete possession of the 
city, having themselves been within the range of, 
and exposed to, the fire of his musketry. 

The boats for our conveyance from the yard 
being stationed according to order, we immedi- 
ately repaired down the yard, applying fire to the 
trains leading to the storehouses, the principal of 
which were almost instantly in irresistible flames. 

Advancing towards the boats, those to the new 
frigate Essex,* and to the sloop of war Argus, 
were touched, and they also immediately envel- 
oped in a sheet of inextinguishable fire. 

From a momentary impulse, and faint hope of 
recovering the new schooner Lyax, I directed her 
not to be fired, and have the satisfaction to say, 
that, by an almost miraculous escape, she is still 

ours. 


quantity of her others, were finished in the sail 
loft, ready for bending; her standing rigging, &c.,, 
fitted in the rigging loft, and sufficient running 
rigging in store for her complete equipment ; her 
largest boats nearly ready for launching; ali her- 
water casks, and every material of cooper’s work,. 
ready to go on board. 

The sloop of war Argus lay at the wharf, with. 
all her armament and equipment on board, except 
her sails, which were in the sail loft, and her pro- 
visions in the stores, and therein consumed; and 
except her powder, which had not been shipped, 

A large quantity of timber, plank, knees, &e.,. 
were in different parts of the yard, and the seventy- 
four gun ship timber, stored in the appropriate 
sheds, all fella prey to the devouring element; 
also one large and one smaller row galley, both 
armed, rigged, and prepared for service ; and three 
heavy armed scows, with their guns, &c. on board 
also ready. 

The buildings destroyed by the fire from the 
frigate, &c., were, the mast shed and timber shed; 
the joiners’ and boat builders’ shops, and mould 
loft; all the offices; the medical store ; the plumb- 
ers’ and smiths’ shops, and blockmakers’ shop; 
the saw mill and block mill, with their whole 
apparatus, tools,and machinery ; the building for 
the steam engines, and all the combustible parts 
of its machinery and materials; the rigging loft; 
the apartments for the master and the boatswain 
of the yard, with all their furniture; the gun-car- 
riage makers’ and painters’ shops, with all the 
materials and tools therein at the time ; also, the 
hulls of the old frigates Boston, New York, and 
General Greene. 

The storehouses first fired were the provision 
stores, gunner’s and ordnance store, cordage store, 
and sail loft; which, with all their perishable 
contents, were consumed. 

The navy storekeeper’s detail issuing store, con- 
taining in its different departments a large quan- 
tity of new canvass, twine, lines, bunting, and 
colors; together with all our stocks of mathema- 
tical instruments, and nautical apparatus, apper- 
taining to navigation ; ship chandlery, tools, nails, 
oils, paints, &c., had escaped through the night 
the effect of the fire, but was fired by the enem 
on the succeeding morning, the twenty-fifth, a 
entirely consumed, with all its contents; as were 
also the coopers’ shop, two small frame timber 
sheds, and that in which our tar, pitch, rosin, é&e., 
were deposited. 

The general loss of our papers prevents the 


The frigate Essex’s hull, in the shipwright’s | possibility of forming a just estimate of the loss 
department, was very near complete, her bottom | in the mechanical departments heretofore enu- 
ready for coppering, and she could have been | merated. Of that relative to the stores on hand, 


launched in ten days; her masts and spars were 
nearly finished, with timber sufficient on the 
wharf to complete them ; all her blocks, dead-eyes, 
and the major part of her gun carriages, ready ; 
two suits of her heavy sails, and nearly the same 





in the navy storekeeper’s peculiar charge, it is 
presumed a tolerable accurate estimate may be 
formed, and will be the subject of a future com- 
munication, which shall be transmitted as soon as 
it is possible to effect. 

On my return to the yard on the twenty-sixth, 


* The Columbia, as designated in my report of the | 1 had the mortification to observe, that the provi- 
third instant, but called the Essex, by the Command- | sions which had been laded on board the old gun- 
ant, upon the presumption that her name was to have | boat, No. 140, (and with which she had grounded 
in endeavoring to get out of the Branch, on the 


been changed. 
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eee had become a prey to numerous 
unauthorized persons, some of whom, however, 
instant!; offered to deliver 7 all in their posses- 
sion, which was subsequently done, but several 
barrels are yet to be accounted for. 

A subject of still greater regret is the loss of 
upwards of two hundred barrels of powder, which 
were wantonly and unauthorizedly taken out of the 
magazine, and chiefly thrown into the water, the 
cause of which, however, being under investigation 
by a court martial, on the corporal of the marine 

uard then there, I forbear to enlarge on the sub- 
ject as my feelings would dictate. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS TINGEY. 
Hon. Witxiam Jones. 





Navy Yarp, Wasainoron, 
August 27, 1814. 

Sir: After receiving your orders of the twenty- 
fourth, directing the public shipping, stores, &c. 
at this estabiishment, to be destroyed, in case of 
the success of the enemy over our army, no time 
was lost in making the necessary arrangements 
for a the whole, and preparing boats for de- 
parting from the C as you had suggested. 

About four P. M., I received a message by an 
officer, from the Secretary of War, with infor- 
mation that he “could protect me no longer.” 
Soon after this I was informed that the confla- 
gration of the Eastern Branch bridge had com- 
menced; and, in a few minutes, the explosion 
announced the blowing up of that part near the 
“draw,” as had been arranged in the morning. 

It had been promulgated, as much as in my 

wer, among the inhabitants of the vicinity, the 
intended fate of the yard, ia order that they might 
take every possible precaution for the safety of 
themselves, families, and property. 

Immediately several individuals came, in suc- 
cession, endeavoring to prevail on me to devi- 
ate from my instructions, which they were inva- 
riably informed was unavailing, unless they could 
bring me your instructions in writing, counter- 
manding those previously given. A deputation 
also of the most respectable women came on the 
same errand, when I found myself painfully ne- 
cessitated to inform them, that any further impor- 
tunities would cause the matches to be instantly 
applied to the trains; with assurance, however, 
that, if left at peace, 1 would delay the execution 
of the orders as long as I could feel the least 
shadow of justification. Captain Creighton’s ar- 
rival at the yard, with the men who had been 
with him at the bridge, (probably about five 
o’clock,) would have justified me in instant opera- 
tion, but he also was strenuous in the desire to 
obviate the intended destruction, and volunteered 
to ride out and _— me positive information as 
to the position of the enemy, under the hope that 
our army might have rallied and repulsed them. 
I was mysell, indeed, desirous of delay, for the 
reason that the wind was then blowing feeah from 
the south-southwest, which would most probably 
have caused the destruction of all the private 
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nee 


roperty north and east of the yard, in its neigh. 

orhood. I was of opinion, also, that the close 
of the evening would os with ita calm, in 
which happily we were not disappointed. Other 
ee well mounted, volunteered, as Captain 

reighton had done, to go out and bring me posi- 
tive intelligence of the enemy’s situation, if pos- 
sible to obtain it. 

The evening came, and I waited with much 
anxiety the return of Captain Creighton, having 
almost continual information that the enemy 
were in the neighborhood of the marine barracks; 
at the Capitol Hill; and that their “advance” 
was near Georgetown. I therefore determined to 
wait only until half past eight o’clock, to com- 
mence the execution of my orders, becoming ap- 
frepensity that Captain Creighton had, from his 

ong stay, fallen into the hands of the enemy, 
During this delay I ordered a few marines, and 
other persons who were then near me, to go off 
in one of the small galleys, which was done, and 
the boat is saved, Colonel Wharton had been 
furnished with a light boat, with which he left 
the yard probably between seven and eighto’clock. 
At twenty minutes past eight Captain Creighton 
returned; he was still extremely averse to the 
destruction of the property, but having informed 
him that your orders to me were imperative, the 
proper disposition of the boats being made, the 
matches were applied, and in a few moments the 
whole was ina state of irretrievable conflagration. 
nt; When about leaving the wharf I observed the 
fire had also commenced at the works at Green- 
leaf’s Point, and in the way out of the Branch 
we observed the Capitol on fire. It had been my 
intention not to leave the vicinity of the Navy 
Yard with my boat during the night; but, having 
Captain Creighton and other gentlemen with me, 
she was too much encumbered and overladen to 
render that determination proper. We, there- 
fore, proceeded to Alexandria, in the vicinity of 
which I rested till the morning of the 25th, when, 
having also refreshed the gig’s crew, we left 
Alexandria at half past seven o’clock, and pro- 
ceeded again up to the yard, where I landed, un- 
molested, about a quarter before nine. 

The schooner Lynx had laid along side the 
burning wharf still unhurt; hoping, therefore, to 
save her, we hauled her to the quarter of the 
hulk of the New York, which had also escaped 
the ravages of the flames. The detail-issuin 
store of the Navy Storekeeper had remained safe 
from the fire during the night, which the enemy, 
(being in force in the yard) about eight o’clock, 
set fire to, and it was speedily consumed. 

It appeared that they had left the yard about 
half an hour when we arrived. I found my 
dwelling-house, and that of Lieutenant Haradan 
untouched by fire ; but some of the people of the 
neighborhood had commenced plundering them; 
therefore, hastily collecting a few persons known 
to me, I got some of my most valuable materials 
moved to neighbors’ houses out of the yard, who 
tendered me their offers to receive them; the 

enemy’s officer having declared private property 
sacred. Could I have staid another hour, | had 
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probably saved all my furniture and stores; but filled cylinders, for our different guns, previously 


being advised by some friends that I was not safe, | mounted. The powder of those, however, is 


adaitsiabed 


they believing that the Admiral was, by that probably much wetted by the storm. I would 
time, or would very speedily be, informed of my | most willingly have an interview with you, but 
being in the yard; he having expressed an anx-| deem it improper to leave my station without 
jous desire to make me captive; but had said | some justifiable cause, or in pursuance of your 
that the officers’ dwellings in the yard should not | instructions, under which I am ready to proceed 


be destroyed. wherever my services may be thought useful. 
I, therefore, again embarked in the gig, taking | I have the honor to be, &c. 
along, out of the Branch, one of the new launches, THOMAS TINGEY. 


which lay safe, although alongside of a floating; Hon. W. Jones. 
stage enveloped in flames. I had nosooner gone; Pp, §. Sunday morning, 28th.—After terminat- 
than such a scene of devastation and plunder ing the foregoing, last evening, I had scarcely 
took place, in the houses, (by the people of the | }Jaid down my pen when a smart cannonadin 
neighborhood,) as is disgraceful to relate; not a | commenced at, or from, Fort Washington; whieh 
moveable article from the cellars to the garrets | continued from heavy cannon, until after seven 
has been left us, and even some of the fixtures, | o’clock, during which it appeared as if two or 
and the locks of the doors, have been shamefully | three severe explosions had taken place. No 
pone. Some of the perpetrators, however, | doubt that it was between the enemy’s frigates 
ave been made known to me. and the fort; but as to the result I am entirely 
From the number and movements of the ene-} without information; nor have I at command 
my it would have appeared rash temerity to | the means of obtaining it; the wind blowing too 
have attempted returning again that day, though | fresh up the river for a light boat to make any 
my inclination strongly urged it; therefore, re-| progress down. I shall hire sufficient hands, as 
connoitering their motions, as well as could be | soon as practicable, and collect all the materials 
effected at a convenient distance, in the gig, until | unhurt by the fire; which shall be suitably de- 





evening, I again proceeded to Alexandria for the | posited and protected. TT 
night. 

Yesterday morning, the 26th, it was impossi- | 
ble to form (from the various and contradictory | Farm aT Ek Rives, 


reports at Alexandria) any sort of probable con- August 29, 1814, 
jecture, either of the proceedings or situation of | Sir: This is the first moment I have had it in 
our army, or that of the enemy. my power to make a report of the proceedings of 
Determining, therefore, to have a positive | the forces under my command since | had the 
knowledge of some part thereof, from ocular | honor of seeing you at the camp at the “Old 
demonstration, I again embarked in the gig, pro- | Fields.” On the afternoon of that day we were 
ceeding with due caution to the yard, where I | informed that the enemy was advancing upon us. 
learned with chagrin the devastation and pillage | The army was put under arms, and our positions 
before mentioned, and found, also, to my surprise, | taken; my forces on the right, flanked by the 
that the old gunboat, which had been loaded with | two battalions of the 36th and 38th, where we 
provisions, and grounded in endeavoring to get | remained some hours; the enemy did not make 
out of the Branch, on the evening of the 24th,| his appearance. A little before sunset General 
was nearly discharged of her cargo by a number | Winder came to me, and recommended that the 
of our people, without connexion with each | heavy artillery should be withdrawn, with the 
other. | exception of one twelve-pounder to cover the re- 
Having landed in the yard I soon ascertained | treat. We took up our line of march; and, in 
that the enemy had left the city, excepting only | the night, entered Washington by the Eastern 
a sergeant’s guard, for the security of the sick | Branch bridge. I marched my men, &c., to the 
and wounded. Finding it impracticable to stop | Marine barracks, and took up quarters for the 
the scene of plunder that had commenced, I de- | night, myself sleeping at Commodore Tingey’s, 
termined instantly on repossessing the yard, with | in the Navy Yard. About two o’clock General 
all the force at my command; repairing, there- | Winder came to my quarters, and we made some 
fore, immediately to Alexandria, Lieutenant Har- | arrangements for the morning. In the morning 
adan, the ordinary men, and a few marines there, | I received a note from General Winder, and 
were ordered directly up, following myself, and | waited upon him. He requested me to take com- 
got full possession again at evening. mand, and place my artillery to defend the pas- 
I am now collecting the scattered purloined | sage of the bridge on the Eastern Branch, as the 
provisions, ready for your orders, presuming they | enemy was approaching the city in that direc- 
will now become very scarce indeed; the quan-| tion. I immediately put my guns in position, 
tity saved, you shall be informed of, when known | leaving the marines and the rest of my men at 
to me. the barracks to wait further orders. 1 was in 
The Lynx is safe, except her foremast being | this situation when I had the honor to meet you, 
carried away, in the storm of the 25th, about four | with the President and Heads of Departments, 
P. M. We have also another of the gunboats,| when it was determined I should draw off my 
with about one hundred barrels of powder, and | guns and men, and proceed towards Bladensburg, 
one of the large yard cutters, nearly full with the | which was immediately put into execution. On 
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our way I was informed the enemy was within a 
mile of Bladensburg; we hurried on. The day 
was hot, and my men very much crippled from 
the severe marches we had experienced the days 
before, many of them being without shoes, which 
I had replaced that morning. I preceded the 
men, and when I arrived at the line, which se 
arates the District from Maryland, the battle 
began. I sent an officer back to hurry on m 
men; they came up in a trot ; we took our posi- 
tion on the rising ground; put the pieces in bat- 
tery; posted the marines under Captain Miller; 
and the flotilla men, whe were to act as infantry, 
under their own officers, on my right, to support 
the pieces, and waited the approach of the enemy. 
During this period the engagement continued, 
and the enemy advancing, our own army retreat- 
ing before them apparently in much disorder. 
At length the enemy made his appearance on the 
main road, in force, and in front of my battery, 
and, on seeing us, made a halt. I reserved our 
fire. In a few minutes the enemy again ad- 
vaneed, when I ordered an eighteen-pounder to 
be fired, which completely cleared the road ; 
shortly after a second and a third attempt was 
made, by the enemy, to come forward, but all were 
destroyed. They then crossed over into an open 
field, and attempted to flank our right; he was 
there met by three twelve-pounders, the marines 
under Captain Miller, and my men, acting as in- 
fantry; and again was totally cut up. By this 
time not a vestige of the American army re- 
mained, enone a body of five or six hundred 
posted on a height, on my right, from whom i 
expected much support from their fine situation. 
he enemy, from this period, never appeared 
in force in front of us; they pushed forward their 
sharp shooters, one of which shot my horse under 
me; who fell dead between two of my guns. 
The enemy, who had been kept in check by our 
fire, for nearly half an hour, now began to out- 
flank us on the right; our guns were turned that 
way; he pushed up the hill, about two or three 
hundred, towards the corps of Americans sta- 
tioned as above described ; who, to my great mor- 
tification, made no resistance, giving a fire or 
two, and retired. In this situation we had the 
whole army of the enemy to contend with, Our 
ammunition was expended, and, unfortunately, 
the drivers of my ammunition wagons had gone 
off in the general panic. At this time I received 
a severe wound in my thigh 5 Captain Miller was 
wounded ; Sailingmaster Warner killed; Acting 
Sailingmaster Martin killed, and Sailingmaster 
Martin wounded; but, to the honor of my offi- 
cers and men, as fast as their companions and 
messmates fell at the guns, they were instantly 
replaced from the infantry. 

Finding the enemy now completely in our 
rear, and no means of defence, I gave orders to 
my officers and men to retire. Three of my 
inion assisted me to get off a short distance, but 
the great loss of blood occasioned such a weak- 
ness that I was compelled to lie down. I re- 
quested my officers to leave me, which they ob- 
stinately refused; but, upon being ordered, they 








—— 


obeyed; one only remained. In a short time | 
observed a British soldier, and had him called 
and directed him to seek an officer; in a few mip. 
utes an officer came, and, on learning who I was 
brought General Ross and Admiral Cockburn to 
me. Those officers behaved to me with the most 
marked attention, respect, and politeness, had g 
surgeon brought and my wound dressed imme- 


y | diately. After a few minutes’ conversation, the 


General informed me (after paying me a hand. 
some compliment) that I was paroled, and at |ib- 
erty to proceed to Washington or Bladensburg; 
as, also, Mr. Huffington, who had remained with 
me, offering me every assistance in his power, 
giving orders for a litter to be brought, in which 

was carried to Bladensburg. Captain Wain. 
wright, first captain to Admiral Cochrane, te- 
mained with me, and behaved to me as if I was 
a brother. During the stay of the enemy at Bla. 
densburg, I received every marked attention pos- 
sible from the officers of the navy and army, 

My wound is deep, but I flatter myself not 
dangerous; the ball is not yet extracted. I fondly 
hope a few weeks will restore me to health, and 
that an exchange will take place, that I may re- 
sume my command, or any other that you and 
the President may think proper to honor me 
with. Yours, respectfully, 

JOSHUA BARNEY. 
Hon. W. Jonas. 





No. 10. 


Letters from General Van Ness, Doctor Catlett, and 
John Law, Esquire. 
General Van Ness’s Statement. 
Wasuinoron , Nov, 23, 1814. 

Sir: To your request to me to “report to the 
committee appointed to inquire into the causes 
which led to the success of the enemy against 
this city, &c., such information, facts, and views, 
as are in my power,” I would have answered 
sooner, making such report, but for a very severe 
and protracted nervous attack, and a consequent 
considerable accumulation of indispensable pri- 
vate business. In the narrative which I have 
now the honor to transmit you, I shall, from the 
very nature of the case, be drawn into an ego- 
tism, which, I trust, the committee will be good 
enough to excuse, 

In the campaign of 1813 we had acall from 
the War Department, produced by the approach 
of the enemy in the Potomac, for a part of the 
militia of the District of Columbia, which was 
promptly attended to ou our part; but, owing to 
the great want of preparation by the Govern- 
ment in respect to arms, ammunition, camp equi- 
page, provisions, and the consequent delays and 
confusion, the troops would have been inadequate 
to an efficieat resistance, until after they had 
been out some days—that fact, and those circum- 
stances, were then evident to all. The incom- 
petency of Fort Washington, on the east bank of 
the river, a few miles below Alexandria, and the 
necessity of its improvement, were then seen, and 
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deed, the importance and necessity of erecting a 
new fortification or battery at some one of the 
several favorable sites on the river, so as com- 
pletely to shut out from the upper part of it, or 
repel a hostile fleet, was strongly and repeatedly 
suggested and admitted by the Secretary. He 
frequently told me, then and afterwards, substan- 
tially, that he had “such a project, and was about 
to execute it; that he was only balancing be- 
tween several different points which had been 
roposed or presented to his view, and he believed 
he must go down himself to reconnoitre and se- 
lect.” Atter the lapse of some time, not seeing 
or hearing of any step towards the execution of 
this project, I several times reminded him of it, 
and he, as often, still encouraged me, by words, 
to expect. it, while he, generally otherwise, ap- 
red rather indifferent, and expressed an opin- 
jon that the enemy would not come, or even seri- 
ously altempt to come to this District. 

About the opening of the present campaign, 
] pressed again upon the Seeretary the subject 
generally of our defence, suggesting, in addition 
to the occlusion of the river, the convenience and 
importance of a central camp, intermediate be- 
tween Baltimore, Annapolis, Washington, Alex- 
andria, Georgetown, and the neighboring towns 
and country. And, in frequent interviews, (in 
number, to be sure, very much increased by the 
importunate applications and solicitations to me, 
of both the civil and the military branches of the 
community, whose confidence in the Secretary 
appeared, at an early period, at best wavering, if 
not decliving,) sometimes official, at other times 
not so, which [ had with him, as the eampaign 
rogressed, I did not fail to repeat the suggestion. 
t still received assurances, generally verbally, 
favorable, accompanied by an otherwise apparent 
indifference, and confidence in our security. In 
April last, Colonel Clinch, with about one hun- 
dred men, (I believe recruits,) arrived in this 
city, where he, with those troops, together with 
a few hundred who had been garrisoned through 
the Winter at Greenleaf’s Point, remained en- 
camped for a few weeks. This was the only 
force of a regular character, excepting a small 
marine corps attached to the Navy Yard, which 
I recollect had been at all stationary in the place, 
and even the greater part of that was here only 
at a season when there was no actual danger, or 
even apprehension of it, and the whole was pre- 
sently sent to the Northern frontiers. 

Sometime in June last, the enemy appearing 
in or about the mouth of the Patuxent, the See- 
oF of War called on me for a detachment of 
militia. Several companies of light troops were 
immediately, in conformity with his instructions, 
ordered and marched to that river. After a short 
period of service, and the departure of the enemy, 
they were discharged. 

hus had the campaign progressed, without 
any visible steps towards works of defence, either 
permanent or temporary, either on the land or 
the water side, (I never having heard of a spade 
or an axe being struck in any such operation,) or 














towards forming a rendezvgus or camp of regu- 
lar troops in the neighborhood, to the great anx- 
iety, inquietude, and alarm of the District and 
surroundio 
treating with indifference, at least, if not wit 
levity, the idea of an attack by the enemy. 


penntar the Secretary generall 


When the conclusion of European hostilities, 


and the rumors and accounts of expeditions fit- 
ting out for this country by England, excited 
apprehensions more general and more serious 
than before, I again renewed the subject of our 
defence, and it was still treated by him as before. 
I bad occasionally, though seldom, introduced it 
personally to the President himself, who, with- 
out going much into particulars, referred me, 
geverally, on that subject, to the War Depart- 
ment, on which he seemed fully to rely for the 
proper arrangements. 
tude I also oceasionally mentioned this business 
to Secretary Monroe, who always appeared to 
take a warm interest in it, and gave me strong 
assurances that he would do “everything that he 
could with propriety do.” At length, nothing 
visible having yet been done, and the danger be- 
ing supposed constantly to increase, about the 
latter end of June, or beginning of July last, I 
inquired of Secretary Monroe whether it was the 
intention of Government to abandon and sacrifice 
the District or not, adding, ihat if it were so, it 
would he well for us, at least, to knowit. He 
answered me, that, so far from it, every inch of 
ground about it was determined to be contested, 
and the last drop of blood to be spilt in its de- 
fence. He said it was decided (I then understood 
or inferred that there had been a recent Cabinet 
consultation on the subject) to form a camp of 


In my anxiety and solici- 


regular troops, say between two and three thou- 
sand, at a central position, such as I have before 


spoken of ; who, together with the local troops, 


would constitute an adequate defence for the sur- 
rounding points, to either of which they might 
be promptly and conveniently drawn. hen I 
saw Secretary Armstrong again soon afterwards, 
I expressed my satisfaction at what I had thus 
understood. He confirmed the information, and 
added that there would also be drawn from Car- 
lisle about two hundred cavalry, commanded by 
Colonel Lavall. In answer to my inquiry, when 
we might expect them, he said the troops were 
ordered on, and would begin to assemble in a few 
days’ time, and that orders had been given to pro- 
cure horses for those of the cavalry corps who 
were not yet mounted. This period, however, 
elapsed without the arrival of any of them. 


tion a small detachment or fragment or two, of a 
regiment or two of the regular army, who were 
in some part of the neighboring country, and 
who, at best, were supposed to be very inefficient. 
I afterwards, several times, reminded Secretary 
Armstrong of our disappointment, considering 
the strong assurances given us, &c.; and I sug- 
gested the utility and propriety of ordering out 
our militia in successive or alternate detach- 
ments. I further informed him (which I was 
authorized to do, by the pressing, voluatary offers 


y 

ul 
q 
4 


There appeared not to be taken into the calcula-: 





Spon niger tec ent pagent atte te RRO A RE OG E  A  A AOO ROOT 


* 
a 
4 

A 

: 

q 

ny 








1687 APPENDIX. 1683 | 


tt 


Capture of the City of Washington. 


of many of my fellow-citizens) that both the citi- 
zens and troops of the District of Columbia were 
ready and anxious to be made use of, in any way 
that the Government might prescribe or direct 
for the public good. He continued to tell me 
that the troops would soon be on. To my inqui- 
ries about the cavalry, more than once, he replied 
that he had sent orders for purchasing horses to 
mount the corps, and that it would soon be here. 
Colonel Lavall did not, however, arrive here un- 
til a day or two after the enemy had landed at 
Benedict.* 

Some time in July last, the Secretary of War 
told me that General Winder (who was in the 
neighborhood of the Patuxent) had informed him 
that the enemy were ascending that river in force, 
and that he (General Winder) required as many 
of the militia of the District of Columbia as could 
be procured should be immediately sent to him; 
and the Secretary directed me to order out three 
companies to satisfy this call, which was imme- 
diately done. After having been in service nine 
days, they were discharged. 

A few weeks before the incursion of the enemy 
here, a project was originated among the banks, 
generally, of the District, to offer the Government 
a loan for its defence. The Secretary was in- 
formed of it in its progress, and appeared to approve 
it, egg, Bat the arrangement must be made 
with the Treasury Department. Although, 
owing to the necessity of some formalities at the 
offices, and the tedious delays in collecting the 
general sentiment of the different banks, as to 
certain arrangements and terms among them- 
selves, this project was not matured until about 
a week before the capture of the city, the Secre- 
tary of War was informed that the money would 
certainly be raised. This was done without any 
intimation or suggestion from any branch of the 
Government, of the want of means for an adequate 
defence, although I recollect the Secretary of 
War had, some time before, in a conversation [ 
introduced relative to the purchase of some more 
ground about Fort Washington for an extension 
of the works, observed, substantially, that the pro- 
prietor asked too much for it, considering how poor 
the Government was, and that, if we found it was 
really wanted in any pressing emergency, it would, 
of course, be taken and used. 

At length, in August last, when the increased 
and reinforced fleet, with the troops, ascended the 
Chesapeake, and were known, from authentic in- 
formation, to have entered the Patuxent, I called 
on Secretary Armstrong again, and expressed, as 
usual, my apprehensions, arising from want of 
means and preparations, adding that, from the 
known naval and reputed land force of the enemy, 





*Colonel Lavall has since informed me that no 
effectual means were taken to mount his men, not- 
withstanding his frequent applications to the War 
Department for that purpose ; and that, learning that 
the enemy was actually approaching us, he, on his 
own responsibility, adopted means for procuring horses, 
on the spur of the occasion, or he could not have been 
on at all for the particular service. 


he probably meant to strike a serious blow. 4j; 
reply was, “oh yes! by G—d, they would no 
come with such a fleet without meaning to strike 
somewhere, but they certainly will not come here: 
what the d—l! will they do here,” &e. After re. 
marking that I differed very much from him, as 
to the probable interest they felt in destroying or 
sme Poe our Seat of Government, and that | 
believed a visit to this place would, for several 
reasons, be a favorite object with them, he ob. 
served, ‘no, no! Baltimore is the place, sir; that 
is of so much more consequence.’ 

The public confidence in the Secretary of War 
had, for some time, been evidently rapidly decli- 
ning, and the frequent and unreserved expressions 
by individuals to that effect, sometimes temperate, 
and sometimes otherwise, were really disagreea- 
ble and troublesometome. The President must, 
I presume, have been aware of the fact of this 
want or decline of confidence, as well from the 
ordinary sources of information, as from that 
which I have understood (from one of the mem- 
bers themselves) he received from a joint com- 
mittee or deputation of the municipal authorities 
of the city of Georgetown, who had, sometime 
before, a formal interview with him, relative to 
the general state of the District. 

On the 18th of August last, I furnished Secre- 
tary Monroe, at his request, and by instructions of 
Secretary Armstrong, with two small troops of 
horse, to accompany him to the Patuxent. On 
the same day, General Winder (after a conference 
with me, in which he was hesitating and undeci- 
ded as to the force he might want from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and in which I advised him, 
unequivocally, to call for all its militia) required 
my whole division of troops. They were accord- 
ingly immediately ordered out. Beginning to 
suspect, from circumstances, that some difficulty 
might arise between General Winder and myseli, 
on the score of command, and not meaning to 
create any not absolutely necessary, I determined 
not to raise the point until it should become cer- 
tain that my troops were to go into actual opera- 
tion. It soon became so, by the near and direct 
approach of the enemy to the city. I then called 
on General Winder, and, after observing to him 
that, all my troops being in service, I considered 
myself so also, (as I was part of, or inseparably 
connected with, the division,) I informed him 
that I should, of course, expect to take the com- 
mand the law had assigned to me, of the whole, 
which I was prepared todo. He replied that! 
would corectaby be entitled to the command, if I 
were really in service ; and that he would, in such 
case, yield it to me cheerfully, and without hesi- 
tation: but he said he did not consider me neces- 
sarily in service, because the two brigades (which 
composed the whole) of my division had been re- 
quired, and were in the field; and, inasmuch as 
this military district had been committed to him, 
he was compelled to retain the command, until 
he should be regularly notified by the Govern- 
ment that an officer of superior rank was actually 
in service within the district. General Winder, 
in a conversation of some minutes between us, 
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' made a distinction (which I could not compre- 
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hend) between calling or having the two brigades 
of my division in service, and calling or having 
the division itself, which consisted wholly of those 
two brigades. In support of this claim to the 
command of my division, he instanced the case 
of General Smith, of Baltimore, who, although a 
considerable part of his troops were in requisition 
and service, had not claimed the command, al- 
though hesaid he had, at first, made some intima- 
tion to that effect. I observed, that General 
Smith’s conduct might be explained by the cir- 
cumstance of his whole division not being in ser- 
vice. I concluded my interview with General 
Winder by informing him that I would imme- 
diately apply to the Secretary of War to deter- 
mine the principal fact on which the case rested, 
whether Soe or was not in service, and thus to 
decide the question between us, in which he ap- 

ared cordially to concur. Had there been as 
ittle confidence then in that gentleman’s general- 
ship as there is now, my course would have been 
different. I accordingly instantly called on the 
Secretary of War, who expressly declared it was 
“ an embarrassing case ;” and, after some minutes’ 

neral and indecisive conversation on the sub- 
ect, concluded by assuring me that he would 


' immediately state it to the President for his de- 
cision, and would, without delay, advise me of 


_ the result. This was early in the morning of (I 


think) Saturday, immediately preceding the 


Wednesday of the affair at Bladensburg. 

After leaving Secretary Armstrong, dissatisfied 
as I was with the general tenor of his language 
and conduct, relative to the business, during the 
interview, I also called on the President, stating 
to him substantially the case, and adding, as | 
had before done to both the other gentlemen, that, 
if it were the particular wish and determination 
of the Executive (which I began to think notim- 
probable) that General Winder should have the 
principal command, in meeting the column of the 
enemy marching directly on the city from the 
Patuxent, that probably some separate station or 
command might be assigned me, as there were 
said to be other menaces and approaches. The 
President declined a decision until after the Sec- 
retary of War should have been consulted. I re- 
turned to my house, where I waited impatiently 
with my aids, Majors Brent and M’Kenney, who 
were ready and anxious to accompany me to 
camp, until half past twelve o’clock; and, al- 
though, upon reflecting on what had passed be- 
tween the Secretary, General Winder, and my- 
self, I was suspicious it was predetermined, and 
arranged or understood between them, that 1 was 
not to have the command, or, at least, that an at- 
tempt should be made to withhold it from me, 
still, not hearing from the Secretary, I senta mes- 
senger to him requesting a decision. After de- 
taining the servant about two hours, he sent me, 
by him, a written communication, giving me to 
understand that I was not considered in command 
or service. I determined not to attempt tocreate 
any discordance or schism at a moment of immi- 
nent peril, and when the cordial co-operation of 
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all was so important ; and, at the same time whilst 
I held my commission of Major General, not be- 
ingable to serve under General Winder, | instantly 
sent my resignation to the Secretary, taking an 
early opportunity of assuring General Winder 
that, although I felt the injury done me, there 
was nothing persoval in my motives, and, further, 
offering and pledging myself to him for any ser- 
vice in my power, either civil or military, which 
the publicexigenciesmight require.* I continued 
tosee General Winder occasionally, as before, and 
to be astonished at the apparent sluggishness or 
procrastination in the preparation for the recep- 
tion of the enemy, who was on his advance. I 
recollect well that, even after he had, accordin 

toauthentic and undoubted information, neal 
to the head of the ship navigation of the Patux- 
ent, and had, for about twenty-four hours, been 
debarking on the hither bank of that river, and 
marching his troops to their encampment on the 
heights of Benedict, (about forty miles from this, 
on the usual route,) General Winder, in answer 
to an inquiry of mine, whether he had ordered on 
any troops from Baltimore, and whether he 
thought they would be here in time, said that they 
were ordered on, and that all his fear was, that 
they would be here too soon. Expressing to him 
my astonishment at the apprehension, he said he 
thought it very probable that the enemy would 
suddenly turn about, and make a blow at Balti- 
more. Having been surprised, for several days, 
at not having seen or heard of any actual attempt 
or movement towards throwing up works, of an 

description, in this vicinity, from behind whic 

the enemy might be resisted with great advantage 
and effect, I proposed, ata meeting of our citi- 
zens, on the Saturday evening (after I had resign- 
ed) next preceding the day of the affair at Bla- 
densburg, that a committee should be appointed 
to wait on General Winder, and suggest to him 
the importance of some such works at Bladens- 
burg, through which village the enemy would 
certainly pass; and, in case the General should 
approve the proposition, to request him to assign 
an engineer or officer to prescribe or superintend 
the work, the citizens furnishing the laborers, &c., 
gratis. A committee accordingly waited on him: 
he approved the idea, assigned or procured Colo- 
nel Wadsworth, of the ordnance department, to 
locate, superintend, &c., and, according to that 
officer’s project and directions, (after having re- 
connoitered nearly a day, an operation, in which, 
at his request, I accompanied him,) were the 
works completed by the citizens, although, to the 
universal astonishment, not a man occupied, du- 
ring the action, the principal one ; and most ad- 
vantageous parts of the ground, also, which had 
been reconnoitered, (and where the enemy might 
have been cut up and slain by hundreds,) were 
not even occupied by our troops! Owing to ac- 
cident and misinformation, I was not in the com- 
mencement of the action; but the whole scene, 





* Annexed are copies of my resignation, a subse- 
quent letter from the War Department, and my answer 
thereto. 
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during my advance towards the right front, where 
Commodore Barney, with his men and the ma- 
rine corps, did themselves so much honor, whilst 
I continued there, and afterwards, in retiring 
from one point to another as far as Georgetown, 
contained disgusting and inglorious circumstances. 
How what was called the first line of our troops, 
on their left, generally, was formed, I do not know. 
In that part of the field on which I moved, and 
afterwards, during the retreat, I could discover or 
learn nothing like a system or an order of battle, 
of retreat, or of rallying, or re-forming; and seve- 
ral of the officers of the militia of the city and 
Georgetown, (General W. Smith’s brigade, ) whom 
I met with in the course of the affair (and who, 
with his men, were generally in good order, and 
deeply regretted the want of opportunity to act 
efficiently) appeared, in this respect, to be in the 
same predicament with myself. 

A cardinal error in this whole business was, in 
my opinion, that the great body or mass of the 
Baltimore force * was not ordered on this waylso 
soon as the direction of the enemy’s movement 
was ascertained, with instructions, whilst they 
(the Baltimore force) were advancing, always to 
keep themselves between Baltimore and the en- 
emy,so that they might, and would, have been 
ready, as the two branches of our army and the 
enemy approached each other, always to co-ope- 
rate, either before or after a junction, with the 
troops assembling here, (who would, of course, 
have followed the enemy had he wheeled towards 
Baltimore,) in case of an attempt either on this 
place or Baltimore; and thus an overwhelming 
and operative force would have been collected. 
Another very great error, I thiok, was, that the 
enemy were suffered undisturbedly to encamp on 
the heights of Benedict, where the local eireum- 
stances are well calculated for resistance. and to 
advance from thence to Bladensburg, without 
having been harassed or annoyed in their pro- 
gress; this was probably, in part, and perhaps 
principally, owing to the want of a central camp, 
and, generally, of means and preparations, on our 
part, when the enemy landed. 

Another error was, that our men were, for a short 
period before the action, unnecessarily harassed 
and worn down by fatiguing and ill-timed marches; 
which, in addition to the fatigues many of them 
uuderwent from running, as it were, from their 
homes (from which they were hurried and dragged 
at the moment, instead of having been ordered out 
Im proper season) to this city, almost exhausted 
them. Another, a want of attention and promptness 
in having the reinforcements, as they arrived in the 
city, supplied with arms, ammunition, provisions, 
&c., and in accustoming them to the familiar use of 
the former. Another, that the enemy were suf- 
fered to advance too far, even at Bladensburg, be- 
fore they were met; owing, doubtless, to the ab- 
sence of our troops, who had been encamped the 
preceding night within about three or four miles 
only of the field of battle. Another, a want of 
the most advantageous order or arrangement in 





* A part only of the Baltimore force came this way. 
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—— 
the battle itself; one of the causes of which douty. 
less was, that the enemy were suffered really 1, 
anticipate us in the occupation of the ground jp. 
tended for ourselves. Another, the evident wan, 
of a coneerted plan of retreat to, or rallying at 
some one or more of the advantageous position; 
between the battle ground and the Capitol. Ap. 
other, a premature order (as generally understood) 
of retreat. Another, that a respectable body of 
apparently excellent troops, (the Fairfax regiment 
of militia,) who had been in the city since a late 
period of the preceding day, were not in the ac. 
tion. I understand, from a gentleman who wa 
present, that,early in the evening of the preceding 
day, after the arrival of those troops in the city, 
their commander made application to the Secre. 
tary of War, for arms and ammunition for them; 
and that, owing to the objections made by the 
Secretary, he did not obtain them until the mom. 
ing, which probably was a principal cause of his 
detention from the engagement. Another error, 
I think, was, that General Young’s brigade of 
Alexandria, which was encamped on the east 
side of the Potomac, opposite to Alexandria, within 
a few miles of the Eastern Branch bridge, was 
not sent for immediately (if not hefore) when it 
was ascertained that the enemy was rapidly ap- 
proaching Bladensburg. If this had been done, 
Geasat dung might either have marched to- 
wards that place by the road south of the Eastern 
Branch, where he might have distracted and an- 
noyed the enemy in flank or rear, or he might, 
(crossing the Kastern branch bridge,) if he could 
not have reached the field of battle, have met our 
retreating troops at some point in the city, and 
might thus have been very instrumental in re- 
storing the fortune of the day ; and in either case, 
he might, in a few hours’ time, have returned to 
his former station: whereas, he remained, in obe- 
dienee to an order (as he has himself informed 
me) that day given by the Secretary of War, at 
his position, not an enemy near him, or in sight, 
whilst his men distinctly heard the affair at Bla- 
densburg, and were mortified at their absence from 
it. Another error was, that the woods, fences, 
ravines, &c., by the sides of the turnpike road 
were not lined with our light troops, to annoy the 
enemy in his advance from the battle ground. 
At all events, on the rising ground south west of 
the turnpike gate, if not before, our troops ought 
to have made another stand. By the extraordi- 
nary exertions of private gentlemen, as well as 
officers, and by the opportune arrival at this fa- 
vorable spot of the Fairfax troops, (I think about 
six bhundred,) who had not yet been engaged, a 
body of about ten or twelve hundred men was 
already formed, including several pieces of artil- 
lery, well planted, and their number was rapidly 
increasing, by the rallying of fugitives, the arrival 
of fresh troops, &c.; and Iam confident that had 
they remained there, (in a position as well cover- 
ing the Navy Yard as the city generally,) the 
British would not have advanced that night, they 
being at least two or three miles off, wearied, and, 
partially, severely handled; and, by the morning, 
such advantages of system, arrangement, rest, in- 
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crease of numbers, confidence, &c., might have 
been improved by us, as would have led to the 
discomfiture and defeat of the enemy; but, un- 
fortunately, even from here those troops were 
ordered to retreat towards the Capitol square, 
and thence toa more distant place ; against both 
of which movements I took the liberty, at the 
time, of remonstrating to General Winder. An- 
other unfortunate error was, that our troops, after 
it was determined to abandon the city itself, were 
not halted on some of the commanding heights 
around it, from which they might constantly have 

rated with effect, either by detachment, or 
otherwise, on the enemy, during his continuance 
here; and from which, if it had become necessary 
to retire, we might, at all times, have retired with 
safety. Another error was, that a considerable 
and unnecessary number of wagons and carts 
were in the fieid, or its immediate vicinity, from 
which,at an early period of the engagement, they 
fled, and in their flight contributed much to the 
dismay and confusion of the day. Another error 
was, that the enemy was not pursued and annoyed, 
in his precipitate departure to his ships. Many of 
those errors, doubtless, arose from the want of 
correct information relative to the enemy ; which, 
in itself, was an extraordinary circumstance, as, 
for some days before they (the enemy) entered 
the city, there were several hundred cavalry 
among our troops. Many of the evils of the day 
also, unquestionably, arose from the rawness of a 
considerable part of our militia force; indeed, 
considering what the description of the great 
mass of our troops was, and that they had to con- 
tend with about an equal number of veterans, 
nothing but judicious and skilful management, 
added to our decided superiority of artillery and 
cavalry, the native valor of our men, fighting for 
all they held dear, and the local advantages within 
our reach, could have authorized the expectation 
of success. 

Although I cannot think the means we had on 
the spot were used to the best advantage, still I 
think General Winder was by no means furnished 
with sufficient or timely means; which I always 
considered it the special duty of the War Depart- 
ment to have attended to. 

From a certain degree of delicacy, sir, in my 
situation, as regards both the late Secretary of 
War and General Winder, it is not without some 
reluctance that [have given the committee the 
above view; but, considering your call as imper- 
ative, and having always been of opinion that it 
was due to the American people that the facts 
and circumstances connected with the fall of the 
capital should be fully developed, I transmit it to 

ou, after having necessarily prepared it in great 

aste. Possibly other circumstances relative to 
the subject may hereafter occur to me; should 
that be the case, 1 will take the liberty of com- 
municating them. I presume, also, that I shall 
have the privilege hereafter of correcting any er- 
rors, either in form or substance, that may have 
crept into the statement. 

JOHN P. VAN NESS. 
Hon. R. M. Jounson, &c. 
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City or Wasatnaton, Aug. 20, 1814. 


Sir: Give me leave hereby to resign the com- 
mand which I have for some time past had the 
honor to hold, as Major General of the militia of 
the District of Columbia. My commission would 
have been enclosed, had I been able to lay my 
hands upon it. A principal regret which I feel 
upon this oceasion is, that my resignation occurs 
ata moment when I would have been happy to 
have been permitted to participate in the defence 
of my country, and particularly of the District. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN P. VAN NESS. 
Hon. Joun ArmstTRons, 
Secretary of War. 





War Department, Nov. 12, 1814. 


Sir: Iam instructed to state, that your resig- 
nation of the command of the militia of this Dis- 
trict, as Major General, has not been accepted, 
and that it would be satisfactory to the Prestdent 
that you should resume it. 

That you were not called into service with the 
troops of the District, did not proceed from a 
want of respect for your merit, which is acknowl- 
edged, but from the impossibility of doing it, at 
the time, without displeasing the commander of 
the district, from which the most serious injury 
was apprehended, the enemy having landed at 
Benedict, and being on his march for this city. 
Great confidence is entertained in your patriotism, 
zeal in support of the cause of your country, and 
fitness for the trust, regarding your comparative 
experience, with that of others of our fellow-citi- 
zens, in active service. I add, with pleasure, that 
your conduct, after presenting your resignation, 
and particularly at Bladensburg, after joining our 
troops as a volunteer on the preceding day, has 
increased these favorable impressions. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 

Maj. Gen. J. P. Van Ness, 

City of Washington. 





Wasuinoton, November 14, 1814. 


Sir: On my return tothe city, after a few days 
absence, I had the honor of rmceiving your com- 
munication of the twelfth instant, advising me 
that my resignation of the command of the mili- 
tia of this District, offered some time since, has 
not been accepted, and that it would be satisfac- 
tory to the President that I should resume it. 

Injured as I felt by the treatment I received, in 
relation to my military command, I adopted, as a 
proper expression of that feeling, what I consid- 
ered the only course which, whilst it was just to 
myself, was not inconsistent with the public ser- 
vice—a course which I am gratified that my 
friends, both public and private, have universally 
approved. At the same time, sir, without at 


present hazarding an opinion, or going into any 
argument as to the sufficiency of the reason for 
disregarding my claim to the command, or to 
service, on the approach of the enemy to the Me- 
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tropolis, permit me to state, that [ am _ perfectly 
satisfied that the President was actuated solely by 
a regard for the public goud. 

For the general politeness of your letter, for 
acknowledging the correctness of my conduct sub- 
sequent to my resignation, and particularly in the 
unfortunate affair at Bladensburg, although I have 
due sensibility, and fully appreciate the honor 
done me by the intimation of the President’s 
wishes, it is out of my power to comply with 
them upon this occasion; which, I presume, can- 
not be regretied, inasmuch as other gentlemen, 
better qualified for the purpose, must be within 
the view of the Government. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN P. VAN NESS. 

Hon. Jas. Monroe, 

Secretary of War. 





Doctor Catleti’s Statement. 

Sir: In compliance with your request, I will 
endeavor to make as concise and correct a state- 
ment of the circumstances, which came within 
my view, of the late campaign in this neighbor- 
hood, as is in my power. 

On the evening of the 21st, (being attached to 
the suite of General Winder as staff surgeon,) we 
were met by Colonel Monroe at the Woodyard, 
who had left Nottingham about sunset, where he 
saw the advance of the enemy with their barges 
and small vessels, Next morning Colonel Mon- 
roe, General Winder, and suite, proceeded down 
and met them within three or four miles of Not- 
tingham. After taking such positions as would 
afford the best view of the enemy, and remaining 
under cover of the woods until they advanced 
within three or four hundred yards of us, those 
gentlemen retired with Colonel Lavall’s troop, 
which was also in advance, until we met an ad- 
vanced detachment of our troops, about four or 
five hundred, which were immediately ordered to 
retreat to the main body at the Woodyard. Ma- 
jor Hite had been ordered to remain near the 
forks of the road, to observe whether the enemy 
took that leading to Marlborough, or the other 
we were on to the Woodyard. Thecountry here, 
from the heights and fields, was admirably calcu- 
lated to afford observations of the enemy. Their 
entire want of cavalry was observable, from there 
being none with their advance, to which we had 
been so near. Videttes were placed in our rear. 
General Winder proceeded towards the Wood- 
yard ; Colonel Monroe took a direction across the 
conery. towards Marlborough; | accompanied 
him. We soon (about twelve o’clock) began to 
hear the explosion and see the smoke from the 
flotilla. e were overtaken by some of the vi- 
deties, who stated that there were fifieen or twenty 
horsemen on our left, supposed to be of the enemy, 
altempting tocutus off. We immediately shaped 
our course towards the Woodyard; met General 
Winder, who returned; passed a number of our 
troops, and, arriving at the Woodyard, found the 
main body moving off towards the Long Old 
Fields, where the army encamped in the evening. 


APPENDIX. 
Capture of the City of Washington. 








Next morning, 23d, the President and all the 
Heads of Departments were in camp, having (| 
understood) come down that night. The Pres). 
dent reviewed the troops, supposed about three 
thousand five hundred, having been joined at the 
Woodyard by Commodore Barney’s men, and 
other corps, at this place. About two thousand 
five huadred Baltimore troops were at Bladens- 
burg. This day an advanced detachment, I be. 
lieve under the command of Major Peter, met 
the advance of the enemy in the neighborhood of 
Marlborough, some firing took place, and our 
troops retreated. General Winder was some 
miles over to the left, observing on the direct road 
from Marlborough to. Bladensburg. Towards 
evening we returned to the Old Fields, and found 
our army advantageously posted to receive the 
enemy. A retreat was soon after ordered to this 
city, leaving some flour and whiskey destroyed 
on the camping ground. This night I slep 
within a mile of the field, and at daylight sent a 
man over in that direction to learn whether the 
enemy were there. He reported io the negative, 
and I went directly into the road and came on to 
the city, before eight o’clock, believing that the 
enemy could not reach Bladensburg uatil late in 
the day. The upper bridge was on fire, and the 
other prepared to be blown up as I crossed it. 
The first news | heard on entering the city, was 
that the enemy were within two and a half miles, 
coming towards the bridge, and there appeared to 
be a continual succession and industrious circula- 
tion of false reports and fulsealarms. The enemy 
were pertinaciously represented to be at least nine 
thousand, and many were disposed to believe 
their number greater, although several prisoners 
taken yesterday could only enumerate four regi- 
ments, and name but one General, and one Col- 
onel, acting as Brigadier. I examined several 
myself, with all the address I could, and would 
certainly have risked my life upon their almost 
entire want of artillery and cavalry. There 
appeared to be ano impression with our troops, 
generally, that the enemy were much more for- 
midable than appearances could justify, About 
11 o’clock the main body of our troops moved off 
from near the Eastern Branch bridge towards 
Bladensburg, and, by a necessarily extraordinary 
effort, for men immediately from ship board, the 
British reached the opposite side of the village 
nearly at the same time with our troops, about 
1 o'clock. They balted in front about twenty 
minutes, until their rear got up. Some officers 
were seen observing us from the heights. The 
two armies were about three-fourths of a mile 
apart, pretty much in view of each other. The 
position of our troops will be better described to 
you by others. A few minutes before the action 
commenced, by request of General Winder I de- 
livered an order to Major yankiney, in front, to 
take the most judicious position with his riflemen 
to protect the artillery at the battery, within two 
hundred yards of the Bladensburg bridge, and 
three or four hundred in advance of our first line. 
The enemy were now coming down a street 10 
the village in thick column. This battery, o! 
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——eeE 
even pieces, commenced a destructive fire 

oo them, whieh immediately threw their ad- 
vance out of the street, among the houses, but 
they were very soon crossing the bridge in great 
numbers, notwithstanding an additional cross fire 
from several pieces from our right. They ad- 
vanced with great steadiness towards the battery. 
The artillery retreated ; the rifles received them 
handsomely, but soon retreated also. ‘They began 
by firing a few rockets about the time that our 
fire commenced, which passed a considerable dis- 
tance over our first line, immediately in the rear 
of which were the President, and several other 
nilemen of the Cabinet. It was suggested to 
them, I think by General Winder, to take a more 
respectful distance, and they did so. General 
Winder rode along the line, encouraging the men 
to disregard the rockets, The enemy having 
carried the battery in front of us, began to flank 
ene but a considerable number, also, ad- 
vancing directly upon this line, (through an or- 
chard,) which soon commenced a fire upon them, 
from an elevated position, and too soon after, 
before they came within point blank shot, re- 
treated. oe however, a number of them, 
easily rallied by another officer and myself; but 


on part of the line giving way, which had stood 
fast, further on the left, they all broke off again. 
_ The fire now became very hot in the centre, from 
_ our musketry and artillery; the musketry too 
distant, although with great advantage of position, 


but the artillery evidently with great execution. 
_ The musketry continually and successively (with- 


up with 


out being rallied) retreating as the enemy ad- 
vanced upon them; and as soon as they closed 
ommodore Barney’s command, a gen- 
eral retreat took place, before they had reached a 


' considerable portion of our infantry. Being in 
_ the rear, I observed that the enemy seemed to 
halt, when the firing ceased, about a mile and a 


- meet an awful fate. 


half on this side of Bladensburg; there was 
nothing like pursuit. When I got to Capitol 
Hill, there were no troops formed there. As | 
passed through the city, 1t was reported that the 
enemy were coming in from towards the race 
ground. I observed that it was false, and only 
intended to produce panic. The few citizens I 
saw at their houses, appeared as if resigned to 
he main body of our army 
were now retreating through Georgetown, where 
I met & deputation, the Mayor and several others, 
oing out to meet the enemy. They can best tell, 
ut 1 do not think it probable that the enemy 


were advancing, or knew the extent of our retreat 
_ before this deputation met them, for I had seen 
_ them halting; and the next day, when I came in 
_ With a flag to attend our wounded, I learned from 
. some of their officers that they suspected our 
_ troops were still on the heights above George- 


town, though they were at Montgomery Court- 


| house, from which place General Winder had 
ordered me back to Bladensburg, with permission 


of the British commander, for the purpose men- 

tioned. I met the advance of the British army 

on Capitol Hill, supposed to be about seven hun- 

dred, and passed their main body, supposed about 
13th Con. 3d Sess.—54 
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two thousand, on the hill this side the turnpike. 
They appeared to be preparing to move; had 
about forty miserable looking horses haltered up, 
ten or twelve carts and wagons, one ox cart, one 
coachee, and several gigs, which the officers were 
industriously assisting to tackle up, and which 
were immediately sent on to Bladensburg, to move 
off their wounded. A drove of sixty or seventy 
cattle preceded this cavalcade. On our arrival at 
Bladensburg, the surgeons were ordered to select 
all the wounded who could walk, (those with 
broken arms and the like,) and send them off im- 
mediately. The forty horses were mounted with 
such as could ride, the carts and wagons loaded, 
and ninety odd wounded left behind. I estimated 
their wounded at three or four hundred, besides 
forty or fifty left in this city. One of the British 
surgeons informed me they had buried that day 
about one hundred on the field ; and the men who 
were sent out next day after the retreat of the 
enemy, to bury three or four Americans, reported 
that they also buried fifty or sixty red-coats, or 
British. I found at Bladensburg Commodore 
Barney, Captain Miller, of marines, and seven- 
teen other Americans, badly wounded. I estimate 
our whole loss at ten or twelve killed on the field, 
and thirty odd wounded ; though others, who had 
less opportunity of judging, estimate it at more 
than double. hin midnight (being up all night) 
[I heard the sound of a bugle, and was informed 
that the whole British army were passing through 
the lower end of the village. In the morning, 
early, I saw them still going off in small squads, 
and some stragglers were moving off till noon, 
about which time we learned that their main body 
were halted about eight miles on the road to 
Marlborough. About sunset Captain Burd came 
down from Montgomery Courthouse, and inform- 
ed Commodore Barney and myself that our troops 
were marching on to Baltimore, and about the 
same time we were informed by several persons 
that the British were within a few miles of Marl- 
borough. The Commodare expressed a wish that 
General Winder could be immediately informed 
of the certainty and manner of their retreat; and, 
not being able to find any one else, to be depended 
on, to go for one hundred dollars, having engaged 
Doctors Martin and McCulloch to attend to our 
wounded until my return, with the advice of 
Commodore Barney, I set out, about dark, with 
one dragoon, and reached our camp, beyond Snell’s 
bridge, twenty-eight miles, about one o’clock. 
The troops were intended, about this hour, to 
march on to Baltimore. General Winder was 
gone on; Generals Smith, Stansbury, and others, 
held a council on my information, and it was de- 
termined to send off (I think) the principal parz 
of the cavalry in pursuit of the enemy, immedi- 
ately ; the troops to remain until daylight, and 
the militia of the District of Columbia to return 
to the District. I have never been able to learn 
what cavalry were actually sent off, or the suc- 
cess of their enterprises. After this I was, and 
have ever since been, confined to the attendance 
of a hospital, and can relate little further from 
my own observation. 
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I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, | marines, under the command of Captain Miller 


your obedient servant, 


HANSON CATLETT, 
Surgeon 1st Regiment Infantry. 


Respecting the condition of the enemy’s troops, 
I was informed by several of the British officers, 
that just previous to their reaching Bladensburg, 
(with excessive fatigue or entire exhaustion) they 
were dropping off in considerable numbers ; that, 
in the action, it was only by the most extraordi- 
nary exertions that the main body could be goaded 
on. Although I observed some of their flankers 
at times advance on the run a small distance 
these were said to be only the most active of 
their light companies of, and attached to, their 
85th regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Thornton, acting-as Brigadier; they appeared 
to me to halt, as if exhausted with fatigue, at or 
near the place where the firing ceased on our part, 
about a mile and a half on this side of Bladens- 
burg, about two o’clock, P. M. Their advance, 
however, reached the Capitol about dark or eight 
o’clock; the main body, I am informed, never 
came further than the height on this side the turn- 
pike. You ask further for information as to their 
numbers. Although I had a better opportunity 
of observation after the battle than any other of 
our officers, I cannot pretend to state, with any 
degree of confidence, on this subject: but my esti- 
mate was, on Capitol Square, 700; Turnpike Hill, 
2,000; wounded at Bladensburg, 300; attendants 
and guard, 300; wounded and attendants in the 
city, 60; and, from information, killed at Bla- 
densburg and city, 180; total, 3,540. However 
incorrect these estimates may be in detail, they 
are corroborated, in the aggregate, by the best in- 
formation I could get from the surgeons, sergeants, 


and men left in hospital. 
Respectfully, H. CATLETT. 





Mr. John Law’s Statement. 
Wasuinaton, November 10, 1814. 
Sir: In compliance with your request, I beg 
leave to submit to you the following statement 
of the movements and operations of the troops to 
whom I was attached, from the period of their 
march against the enemy, who had landed at Ben- 
edict, until their return on the 27th of August. 
On Friday, the 19th of August, the militia of 
this county were mustered near Mr. Ringgold’s 
rope-walk, and, on being dismissed, were ordered 
to equip and hold themselves in readiness to march 
the next morning. The second regiment, under 
Colonel Brent, accordingly puential near the 
Capitol; and, by nine o’clock, A. M., were pre- 


pared to take up the line of march. About one | 


o’clock, the first regiment, under Colonel Magru- 


assed our encampment with five pieces of art(. 
ery, and shortly after, our two regiments of mili. 
tia again took up the line of march, and, after aq. 
vancing about seven miles, encamped on a fielg 
belonging to the Woodyard estate. We here 
joined the regulars of 36th and 38th regiments, 
The main body of the enemy stayed that night a: 
or near Nottingham, having an advance party 
stationed at a church about three miles this sid 
of that town. About one o’clock the same night, 
our troops were beat up and ordered to strike thei; 
tents; although the principal part of the force did 
not move until nine or ten o’clock the next morn. 
ing. About sunrise the regulars, together with a 
small detachment of about three hundred meo, 
consisting of Captain Peter’s company of artillery, 
Captain Stull’s rifle corps,and Captain Davidson's 
light infantry, were sent in advance on the road 
to Nottingham. About nine orteno’clock thesame 
day, the remainder of our force marched about a 
mile, to an elevated position near the dwelling 
house of Mrs, West, and remained there about two 
hours, under the expectation that the enemy would 
take that road on his way from Nottingham to 
Washington. It was, however, ascertained that 
the enemy had taken the road to Upper Marlbo- 
rough, and that the detachment of our troops, 
who had been sent that morning in advance, 
were retreating. All the troops were then or- 
dered to retreat; and, instead of being marched 
towards Upper Marlborough, where the enemy 
remained that night, (waiting, it is presumed, 
to be joined by the detachment which: had been 
sent against Commodore Barney’s flotilla,) we 
were marched to the Battalion Old Fields, about 
eight miles distant from Upper Marlborough, and 
about the same distance from Washington. The 
same day we were joined by the crews of Con- 
modore Barney’s flotilla. On Tuesday, the 23i 
of August, the troops were drawa up in three or 
four lines, and reviewed by the President of the 
United States. The most contradictory reports 
prevailed at this time in our camp, respecting 
the strength and movements of the enemy. Our 
force at this place, from the best information | 
could collect, consisted of about four hundred 
horse, the flotilla men amounting to about four 
hundred and fifty, one hundred and ten marines, 
about four hundred regulars of the 36th and 38th 
regiments, and about eighteen hundred militia 
from Maryland and the county of Washington. 
The militia of Alexandria county never joined 
us. About twelve o’clock the same day, the de- 
tachment of three hundred militia, which had 
been sent on the day before, were again ordered 
to advance towards the enemy. They met him 
on his march, about six miles in advance of our 


der, arrived at the Capitol Hill. Shortly after. | eoacampment, but with so great a disparity o! 
the whole force, collected from this county, com- | force, that it was impossible for them to make a 
menced its march; and, after proceeding about| stand. After Captain Stull’s rifle company had 
five miles from the Eastern Branch bridge, en- | fired about four rounds, the detachment was com- 





camped that night on the road to Upper Marl- 
borough. The next morning the troops were 
again mustered, and the articles of war read to 
them. About twelve o’clock, the detachment of 


pelled to retreat, to prevent being surrounded by 
the enemy. About five o’clock, P. M., after hav- 
ing remained some time in line of battle, we 
were ordered to retreat to Washington, and, al- 
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* though our march on the retreat was extremely 





rapid, yet orders were occasionally given to the 
captains of companies to hurry on their men. 
The march, therefore, literally became a run of 
eight miles, and the propriety of this rapid move- 
ment, which unnecessarily fatigued and dispirited 
the men, may be tested by the fact, that the main 
body of the enemy bivouacked that night on the 
Melwood estate, more than than three miles dis- 
tant from the ground that we left. 

On our arrival at the city, we encamped about 
half a mile from the Eastern Branch bridge. 
About midnight, a detachment of Captain Burch’s 
company, to which I was attached, was called 
up and ordered to move with three pieces of ar- 
tilery to an eminence near the bridge, which was 
done. During the night, a boat, containing eight 
barrels of powder, was stationed underneath the 
bridge, under the charge of Mr. Forrest, of the 
Navy, with orders to blow it up on the approach 
of the enemy. About sunrise, the remainder of 
our company joined us. We were shortly after 
ordered to sll down the rails of a neighboring 
fence, and place them on the bridge, in order that 
it might be effectually burnt, in case the explo- 
sion of gunpowder should not succeed in prevent- 
ing the enemy from passing it. For the same pur- 


| pose, the toll-house was ordered to be pulled down, 
_ and the planks placed on the bridge. About ten 


o'clock the same day, our company was ordered 
to give up its position to Commodore Barney, 


who had a number of heavier ene with him, | 
_ and who immediately after took 


possession of 
the eminence we had occupied. About eleven 
o’clock, we were ordered to march, and on arriv- 
ing at the boundary line of the city, we halted a 


_ short time, until we were joined by the remainder 
| of the troops, when we continued our march to 


Bladensburg. At the distance of abouta mile 
and a quarter from that town, the troops were 
halted, and shortly after, Captain Burch, with 
three of his pieces of artillery, was ordered to ad- 
vance and report himself to General Winder. 
Captain Burch immediately advanced with three 
of his pieces; and, on reaching the left of the 
line of Baltimore militia, he halted the men in 
the road, in order that he might look for General 
Winder and receive his orders. At this time 
the advance of the British was just entering the 


_ outskirts of Bladensburg, and the arms of a large 


body of them were seen glittering in the sun, 
about a mile from the town. Finding that Cap- 
tain Burch did not return as soon as might have 
been reasonably expected, and hearing that Gen- 
eral Winder was a short distance from us, I 
marched our detachment of artillery towards the 


| spot where he was, and, on coming up to him, in- 


quired what position I should take with our ar- 
tillery. He addressed me as Captain, and ordered 
me to place vur pieces in battery on the left of 
the Baltimore line of infantry, which was imme- 
diately done. Shortly after, he came up to us, 
and, again addressing me, said, “ When you re- 
treat, take notice you must retreat by the George- 
town road ;” at the same time he pointed to a road 
which led from Digges’s mill into the country, 





and passed near the position we had taken. Cap- 
tain Burch soon after joined us. The time occu- 
pied in taking our position was sufficient to have 
enabled us, and also the troops that marched from 
the city, to take any position on the fields this 
side of Bladensburg. Abouta quarter of an hour 
after we had taken our position, the Baltimore ar- 
tillery, which was posted in advance near the 
mill, (and shortly after, the Baltimore riflemen) 
commenced firing on the enemy. The artillery 
fired about ten rounds, as far as 1 could judge, and 
then retreated, with some of the Baltimore rifle- 
men, towards our left. A few scattering British 
soldiers were soon after visible in the orchard be- 
fore us, and they appeared to be forming behind 
a barn, which was about three hundred and fifty 
yards from our guns. We immediately commen- 
ced our fire upon them ; and, shortly after, Gene- 
ral Winder came behind our guns, and ordered 
us to direct our shotatthe barn. We had scarcely 
fired three rounds, when the line of the Baltimore 
militia began to break; several of the 5th Balti- 
more regimentalso fled. After we had fired about 
five rounds from our pieces, General Winder or- 
dered us to retreat, in consequence, I presume, of 
the flight of the militia on our right. The Brit- 
ish column had just then began to advance from 
the barn. Not a man of our company had been 
touched by the fire of the enemy, and I thought 
that the battle was only then seriously commen- 
cing. After retreating about a hundred yards, we 
were again ordered to unlimber our pieces; but 
this order was immediately after countermanded, 
and we were directed to continue our retreat. Our 
pieces were never after ordered into action; nor 
were we, at any time, told where to rally. The 
road, by which we had been directed to retreat, 
and by which the principal part of the Baltimore 
troops also retreated, forked, some miles from 
the battle ground, in three directions; one branch 
led by Rock Creek Church to Tenleytown and 
Montgomery Courthouse ; another branch led to 
Georgetown ; and the third to the City of Wash- 
ington. Each individual, on the retreat, took the 
road that suited hisinclination. For myself, hav- 
ing been separated, together with several of Cap- 
tain Burch’s company, from our guns, which were 
before us, and presuming that the principal part 
of the force had gone to Washington, I took the 
road leading to this place. On arriving at the 
Capitol, I understood that the city had been aban- 
doned by our troops, without further struggle, to 
the enemy. Our forces encamped that night at 
Tenlytown, about three miles back of Georgetown. 
The next day they marched to Montgomery Court- 
house; and, on the 26th of August, to Snell’s 
bridge, on the road to Baltimore, where I joined 
them, having never had it in my power before to 
do so. On Saturday, the 27th, the troops belong- 
ing to this District returned here. The enemy 
left the city on the night of the 25th. 

From what I could discern of the line of the 
enemy’s march on his entrance into Bladensburg, 
before the battle, I conjectured that his force 
amounted to about five thousand men. I after- 
wards collected, from conversations with British 
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prisoners, and from comparing together the sev- 
eral accounts they gave me, that it did not exceed 
four thousand four hundred men, including about 
one hundred or one hundred and fifty sailors, who 
were armed only with cutlasses. The enemy’s 
artillery consisted of one howitzer, and two small 
pieces, drawn by men; and his whole force ac- 
tually engaged in the battle did not exceed twelve 
hundred men, as I was informed by two British 
officers and some prisoners. Our force, on the 
other hand, consisted of the troops that were with 
us on the Battalion Old Fields, amounting, in my 
opinion, to about three thousand one hundred and 
sixty men, together with about two thousand 
troops from Baltimore, and about five hundred 
militia under Colonel Beall, who joined us on the 
field of battle. Our artillery consisted of eighteen 
six pounders, under Captains Peter, Burch, and 
Magruder, and two eighteen pounders and three 
twelves under Commodore Barney. The enu- 
meration which I have given of our troops may, 
in some instances, be incorrect, as it is merely the 
result of general observation and inquiry. I would 
beg leave further to state, that the distance be- 
tween Benedict and Washington, by the way of 
Bladensburg, is at least fifty miles, and that the 
whole of the intervening country is admirably 
calculated for every species of military operation. 
I shall refrain, sir, from expressing any opinion on 
the manner in which our force was conducted and 
— ed; but, in justice to General Winder, I 
will add, that he evinced no deficiency of personal 
courage or military coolness during the action. 
With respect, I am, &c. 
JOHN LAW. 





No. 11. 
Reports from the Ordnance Department. 


U. S. Onpnance DepaRTMENT, 
Washington, Nov. 28, 1814. 

Sir: In addition to the information which I 
have had the honor to give to the committee of 
investigation upon the subject of the late invasion 
of the District by the enemy, I have to state: 

That I have perused letters recently written by 
Colonel D. Wadsworth to Daniel Carroll. Esq., of 
this District, respecting the burning of the Poto- 
mac bridge, and the destruction of the militar 
stores deposited on the Virginia side thereof; 
which in substance contain a specific denial of 
either circumstance having taken place by his 
orders or advice. He explicitly states, that the 
latter was occasioned by the corporal or non- 
commissioned officer commanding the guard, 
who, on the draws of the bridge having been 
broken by a violent tornado, and perceiving a 
body of the British ready to pass over, concluded 
the surest and best measure to prevent it, was to 
destroy, by fire, that end and part where he was 

osted; and that the other end, on the Wash- 
nee side, was fired by the enemy. 

he military stores which had been placed at 

the end of the bridge were destroyed by the event 
of firing that end. 

I beg leave to take this occasion to repeat what 


{ had the honor to state to you verbally, thar, 
having been personally conversant with Colone| 
Wadsworth on the evening of the day of the bat. 
tle of Bladensburg, and on the subsequent inva. 
sion of the city, the colonel at no time suggested 
to me (though the next officer in command) the 
necessity or expediency of firing the Potomac 
bridge; and I have, consequently, no belief that 
such was his intention or order. 

Lieutenajt Baden, who was directed to post 
the guard at the Virginia end of the bridge, and 
for the protection of the military stores, unequi- 
vocally and explicitly denies having given any 
similar order. 

I beg leave to transmit here a more particular 
account of the stores furnished to Fort Washing. 
ton: rendered, however, by the late decision of 
a court martial, less necessary than before. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

JOHN MORTON, 
Captain and Deputy Commissary. 
Hon. Col. R. M. Jounson. 





Orpnance DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Oct. 21, 1814. 


Sir: In the absence of the Commissary Gen- 
eral, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter to this ean of the 15th cur- 
rent, requesting, in behalf of the committee of 
which you are chairman, “all the information in 
its power on the subject of their inquiry ; more 
especially to state what was the quantity and 
situation of the munitions of war within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, previous to, and at the time of, 
the invasion of the enemy in his recent enter- 
prises against this metropolis.” 

The Rurty with which many of those muni- 
tions were distributed, previous to, and at the 
time of, the invasion, and the dispersion and loss 
of some papers which gave some details thereof, 
necessarily render the reports from the several 
persons having charge of them somewhat imper- 
fect, and will render it difficult to give from this 
department more than (as follows) a general 
statement. This statement, however, will be sub- 
stantially correct; and will, perhaps, tend to an- 
swer or satisfy the committee on the leading ob- 
jects of the inquiry made of this office. 

Presuming that the expression, “ munitions of 
war,” was intended to include the ordnance 
within the District, I. shall commence therewith, 
by stating, that there were, at the period alluded 
to, the following mounted cannon, viz: 


Eight 24 pounders, cannon, mounted on garri- 
soe carriages, and forming the battery, Greenleaf’s 

ont, 

One 50 pounder, columbiad, mounted on gar- 
rison carriage, and forming the battery, Green- 
leaf’s Point. 

One 18 pounder, columbiad, mounted on gar- 
rison carriage, and forming the battery, Green- 
leaf?’s Point. 

Two 18 pounders, cannon, complete for the 
field, on travelling carriages. 
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Five 12 ae cannon, complete for the 
n travelling carriages. 
he anders, cannon, complete for the field, 
on travelling carriages. 

Three 24 howitzers, cannon, complete for the 
field, on travelling carriages. 

These last were in charge at the United States’ 
Arsenal, Greenleaf’s Point; but occasionally dis- 
tributed previous to the actual invasion of the 
city, as ordered ; for instance, two or pound- 
ers, on travelling carriages, were placed in front 
of the Capitol, for its defence ; two twelve pound- 
ers in front of the President’s house, and two near 
the General Post Office, for the same purposes. 

In addition to the foregoing, there were twelve 
six pounders, field artillery, furnished by the order 
of the late Secretary of War, to, and in the ser- 
vice of, the District corps of artillery; and two 
twelve pounders loaned to the marine corps of 
the United States. 

The number of field artillery attached to the 
brigade of Alexandria is not known to me; but 
it is presumed to have been four or six pieces. 

Of ordnance stores, there were on hand at the 
United States’ laboratory, exclusive, of course, of 
what had before been distributed, viz: 

140 bbls. (14,000 lbs.) gunpowder of different 
kinds. 

5 tons of lead. 

7,180 cannon cartridges, filled and empty (the 
empty are soon filled.) 

8,650 rounds of round grape ani canister shot. 

150 ten inch shells, with other stores of ordi- 
nary consumption, or expenditure, too numerous 
to detail. 

In the military store and laboratory, viz: 


Stands of arms complete - - © 2,993 
Cartridge boxes and belts - - - 1,595 
Bayonet scabbards aad belts - - - 2,584 
Flints - - - + - = + 13,700 
Musket cartridges of different kinds (sin- 

gle ball and bali and buck shot) - 271,000 


The foregoing were on hand immediately pre- 
ceding the invasion, after considerable distribu- 
tions had been occasionally made to the regular 
troops and the militia, employed in different sit- 
uations or parts of this section of the country; 
and equal, it is believed by me, to all their requi- 
sitions. 

Of rifles it was impossible, though every exer- 
tion was made by this department, to procure a 
seasonable supply. 

What is here offered to the honorable commit- 
tee embraces, perhaps, all which is expected from 
this department ; but, if any additional objects of 
inquiry should occur, the undersigned will hold 
himself in readiness to furnish, either personally 
or in writing, whatsoever may be required and 
remain further within his means of information, 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, 

JOHN MORTON, 
Deputy Commissary U.S. Ordnance. 


Hon. Col. R. M. Jounson. 
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ecerieseenilidaietimanieeeeee ati an 
Orpnance Department, Nov. 4, 1814. 

Sir: In compliance with your verbal request, 
I have the honor to state to you that, by an ord- 
nance return, bearing date the 30th June, ultimo, 
received at this office, there were at Fort Wash- 
ington, on the Potomac— 


Two 32 pounders on fixed carriages (cannon.) 

Bight 24 pounders do. o. 

Two 50 pounders (columbiads) on fixed ear- 
riages, cannon. 

Three6 pounders on travelling carriages,cannon. 


Of ordnance stores there were— 


132 rounds, 32 pounders, round shot. 
432 rounds, 24 pounders, round shot. 


564 round shot. 


99 flannel cartridges, 32 pounders, filled. 

86 flannel cartridges, 24 pounders, filled. 

88 flannel cartridges, 32 pounders, empty. 

405 flannel cartridges, 24 pounders, soon filled. 

44 paper cartridges, 32 pounders, empty. 

177 paper cartridges, 24 pounders, empty. 

899 cartridges, filled and empty. 

3,100 pounds cannon powder. 

246 pounds musket powder. 

100 musket cartridges. 

291 pounds lead. 

200 pounds junk. 

137 musket balls. 

31 stand small arms. 

From the 30th June to August 27, there were 
furnished at Fort Washington the following : 

Four 18 pounders (columbiads) July 16, 

Forty-eight stands of arms, complete. 

One hundred avd seventeen rounds ammuni- 
tion for 18 pound>is, columbiads. 

Two hundred and five rounds ammunition for 
18 pounders, cannon. 

Forty-eight rounds ammunition for 18 pound- 
ers, grape shot. 

Two hundred rounds ammunition for 18 pound- 
ers, round shot. 

Two hundred and forty rounds ammunition for 
6 pounders, strapped shot. 

one rounds ammunition for 6 pounders, case 
shot. 

Forty-eight rounds ammunition for 18 pound- 
ers, case shot. 

Two hundred and thirty-two tubes. 

Thirty-four portfires. 

Thirty-three pounds slow match. 

The number of men stationed at Fort Wash- 
ington is not precisely known at this office, but 
it is supposed by me not to have exceeded sixty. 

I regret that circumstances have delayed your 
receipt of this communication ; but, as your for- 
mer written request confined my report to the 
District, more time has been required to ascer- 
tain the facts here stated, (particularly the sup- 
= since the 30th June,) than would otherwise 

ave occurred. 
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————:- 


I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,|a retreat. The force under my command wa; 


your obedient servant, 
JNO. MORTON, 
Captain, and Dep. Com. U.S. Ordnance. 


Hon. Colonel Jonnson. 





Return of fixed Ammunition and Ordnance Stores 
delivered to Fort Washington, in the month o 
August, 1814, previous to the 24th of that month. 
Two hundred 18 pound round shot. 
Forty-eight 18 pound grape. 

One hundred and seventeen flannel cartridges, 
filled for 18 pound columbiads. 

Two hundred and five 18 pound cannon car- 
tridges, flannel bottoms, filled. 

oe hundred and forty 6 pound strapped shot, 
ed. 

Sixty 6 pound case shot, fixed. 

Forty-eight 18 pound case shot, filled. 

Two hundred and thirty-two tubes filled. 

Thirty-four portfires. 

Thirty-three pounds slow match. 

Eight thousand one hundred and twenty-six 
musket cartridges, buck and ball. 

Twenty-two thousand and fifty musket car- 
tridges, single ball. 

ineteen ammunition boxes. 
Forty-three kegs. 
Seventeen barrels. 
N. BADEN, Lieut. Com. 
Green.ear’s Point, Nov. 9, 1814. 





No. 12. 

Sentence of the Court Martial in relation to Cap- 
tain Dyson, and the correspondence between 
him and the Secretary of War. 

War Department, Aug. 29, 1814. 
Srr: I send Captain Manigault with orders to 
receive your written or verbal report of the causes 
under which — left the post committed to your 
charge. In this you will state the orders under 
which re acted, and from whom received. 
have the honor to be, &c., 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Capt. Dyson, Corps of Artillery. 





Camp at Mason’s Istanp, 
August 29, 1814. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your commu- 
nication of the 29th instant. The orders received 
from Brigadier General Winder, through Major 
Hite, verbally, on the 24th instant, were, in case 
I was oppressed by, or heard of, an enemy in my 
rear, to spike our guns, and make my escape 
over theriver. The enemy approached by water 
on the 27th, and we had learnt on that day, 
through several channels, that the enemy had 
been reinforced at Benedict two thousand strong, 
and that they were on their march to co-operate 
with the fleet, in addition to the force which left 
the city. Under all these circumstances, the offi- 
cers under my command were consulted, and 
agreed it was best to abandon the fort, and effect 


thought not equal to a defence of the place. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
SAM. T. DYSON, 
Captain Corps of Artillery, 
Hon. J. ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary of War, Washington. 





General Orders. 


Heapaquarters, 10ra Mivirary Dis,, 
Baltimore, Nov. 17, 1814, 


Ata general court martial, whereof Brigadier 
General Smith, of the militia of the District of 
Columbia, was president, which met at Wasb- 
ington City, and continued its sittings, by divers 
adjournments, until the 12th instant, Captain 
Samuel T. Dyson, of the United States’ corps of 
artillery, was tried on the following charges and 
specifications: 

Charge First.—Violating the fifty-second arii- 
cle of the rules and articles for the government 
of the armies of the United States. 

cification First.—In that the said Samuel 
T. Dyson, being commanding officer of the Uni- 
ted States’ Fort Washington, did, on or about the 
27th of August, 1814, when an enemy was ap- 
proaching said fort, misbehave himself before the 
enemy, run away, and shamefully abandon the 
fort, post, and guard, which he then and there 
commanded, and which it was his bounden duty 
to defend, and speak words inducing others to do 
the like. 

Specification Second.—In that the said Samuel 
T. Dyson did, on or about the 27th day of Auv- 
gust, aforesaid, at the post called Fort Washing- 
ton, aforesaid, cast away and destroy his arms 
and ammunition, contrary to the said fifty-second 
article of the rules and articles of war, aforesaid, 
and to his duty as commanding officer. 

Charge Second.—Conduct unbecoming an offi- 
cer and a gentleman. 

Specification First.—In that the said Captain 
Samuel T. Dyson, being commanding officer oi 
the United States’ fort and garrison, at a place 
called Fort Washington, did, on or about the 27th 
day of August, 1814, misbehave himself by dis- 
mantling and destroying said fort, which it was 
his bounden duty to preserve and defend. 

Specification Second.—In that the said Captain 
Samuel T. Dyson did, on or about the 27th day 
of August aforesaid, quit his post, called Fort 
Washington, without any attempt to defend the 
same; and, without any necessity therefor, from 
the presence of an enemy, did march off the gar- 
rison of the same, in violation of his duty, and 
contrary to orders, 

Specification Third.—In that the said Captain 
Samuel T. Dyson, on or about the 27th day ot 
August, 1814, being commanding officer of the 
garrison at Fort Washington, and an enemy be- 
ing then in his vicinity, was so drunk and intox- 
icated while on duty, that he abandoned and 
destroyed the fort which had been intrusted to 
his defence, and suffered the garrison of the same 
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to disperse, without being pressed to the measure | There was no correspondence between the Com- 


the safety of himself and the garrison afore- 
aid: ; ‘ R. H. WINDER, 
Army Judge Advocate. 


The court having heard all the evidence ad- 
duced, whether on the part of the prosecution or 
the defence, and after due deliberation thereon, 
pronounce the following sentence: 

On the first specification of the first charge, 
the court find that Captain Samuel T. Dyson, 
of the United States’ corps of artillery, being 
commanding officer of the United States’ fort, 
Fort Washington, did, on or about the 27th day 
of August, 1814, when an enemy was approach- 
ing said fort, misbehave himself before the enemy, 
and shamefully abandon the fort and post which 
he then and there commanded, and which it was 
his bounden duty to defend. 

The court find the said Captain Dyson guilty 
of the second specification of the first charge. 

The court find the said Captain Dyson guilty 
of the first charge. 

In like full and deliberate manner, the court 
took into consideration the second charge, and the 
three specifications attached to the charge. 

The court find the said Captain Dyson guilty 
of the first specification of the second charge. 

The court find the said Captain Dyson guilty 
of the second specification of the second charge. 

The court acquit the said Captain Samuel T. 
Dyson of the third specification of the second 
charge. 

On the second charge the court find the said Cap- 
tain Samuel T. Dyson guilty of conduct unbe- 
coming an officer, but do not find him guilty of 
conduct unbecoming a gentleman. 

The court do sentence Captain Samuel T. 
Dyson to be dismissed the service of the United 
States. 

The Major General commanding the district 
approves of the proceedings and sentence of the 
general court martial in the foregoing case, and 
accordingly pronounces Samuel T. Dyson dis- 
missed the service of the United States. 

The peneral court martial, whereof Brigadier 
General Smith is President, is hereby dissolved. 

By command: W. SCOTT. 
FRANCIS 8. BELTON, 
Ass’t Adj’t Gen., 10th Mil’y Dist. 





No. 13. 


Report from the Corporation of Alexandria, in- 
cluding the capitulation, and letter from Gen- 
eral John Mason. 

Avexanoria, Sept, 28, 1814. 
Sir: I had the honor of receiving your letter 
of the 26th instant, by this day’s mail, and hasten 
to comply with your request therein contained. 

The enclosed printed statement is an official act 

of the Common Council of Alexandria, and con- 

tains a full and true account of the occupation of 
this town by the enemy, and of the circumstances 
connected with that event, anda copy of the terms 
imposed by Captain Gordon, the commander of 
the British squadron on the town of Alexandria. 
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mon Council and the enemy. other than that men- 
tioned in the statement. 

As you request a statement of any other pro- 
ceedings of the town of Alexandria, in a corpo- 


rate capacity, touching the inquiry embraced in ° 


the resolution enclosed in your letter, I think it 
proper to state that, on the 8th of May, 1813, the 
Common Council appointed a deputation to wait 
on the President of the United States, and ap- 
prize him of the defenceless state of the town 
of Alexandria; accordingly, the persons appoint- 
ed waited on the President, and represented to 
him the defenceless state of the town, and the 
fears of the citizens that the Navy Yard, public 
buildings, and cannon foundry, would tempt the 
enemy to make an attack on the District. He 
observed, that the representation of any respect- 
able body of men was entitled to attention; and 
that the subject should be taken under consider- 
ation, or words to that effect. 

On the 11th of May, in the same year, the Com- 
mon Council appointed a committee to confer and 
co-operate with committees appointed by the con- 
stituted authorities of the City of Washington 
and Georgetown relative to the defence of the 
District. Those several committees soon after- 
wards met in the City of Washington, and ap- 
pointed a sub-committee to wait on the Secretary 
of War, and on the Secretary of the Navy, and 
| to solicit them to take measures for the defence 
of the District, and application on that subject 
was accordingly made to them by the sub-com- 
mittees. The Common Council of Alexandria 
has ees a committee to attend the commit- 
tee of Congress appointed to inquire into the 
causes of the success of the enemy in his recent 
enterprises against the Metropolis and Alexan- 
dria, who will give every information which may 
be required of the proceedings of the Common 
Council, and of the citizens of Alexandria, in re- 
lation to the enemy. I have the honor to be, &c. 

CHARLES SIMMS. 





A Report of the Committee of Council on the late 
occupation of Alexandria, by a British squad- 
ron, under the command of Captain James A. 
Gordon. 

In Councit, Sept. 7, 1814. 
| Present: Thomas Herbert, President; John 

Gird, Andrew Fleming, Henry Nicholson, J. B. 

Paton, John Cohagen, James Milan, John Hun- 

ter, Reuben Johnston, R. I. Taylor, William 

Veitch, Anthony Rhodes. 

The following narrative of the occupation of 
this town by the enemy, and of the circumstances 
connected with that unfortunate transaction, hav- 
ing been submitted to Council, and duly consid- 
ered and examined, the Council do unanimously 
concur therein ; and it is thereupon ordered, that 
it be published in both of the papers printed in 
this town. T. HERBERT, Pres’t. 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Vigilance, 
this 7th of September, 1814, 
Present: Charles Simms, Mayor ; Joseph Dean, 
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Matthew Robinson, Jonah Thompson, William 
Herbert, Thomas Vowell, Edmund I. Lee. 

The following narrative of the occupation of 
the town of Alexandria by the British squadron, 
was submitted to the committee, who, upon ex- 
amining the same, unanimously concur in it. 

CHARLES SIMMS, 
Chairman. 
Tuomas Vowe.u, Secretary. 


A respect for the opinions of others, and a due 
yegard for the character of the citizens of Alex- 
andria, have induced the municipal authorities of 
the town to exhibit to the public a faithful nar- 
rative of the occupation of Alexandria by the 
British squadron under the command of Captain 
Gordon, together with the causes which led to 
that distressing event. 

To those who are unacquainted with the situ- 
ation and condition of Alexandria, in regard to its 
means of defence, it will be proper to state that it 
is situate in the District of Columbia, upon the 
west bank of the river Potomac, about six miles 
below the City of Washington, the depth of water 
admitting large frigates to come to the very 
wharves of the town. 

It is totally destitute of fortifications of any kind, 
and its protection against invasion by water de- 
pended entirely upon a fort about six miles below 
the town, commonly known by the name of Fort 
Warburton, which was exclusively under the 
control of the Government of the United States. 

About the month of July last, it was announced 
that General Winder was appointed to the com- 
mand of the tenth military district of the United 
States, comprehending the District of Columbia, 
and a portion of the adjoining States of Virginia 
and Maryland, including the city of Baltimore. 

In consequence of reports that the enemy con- 
templated an attack upon the City of Washing- 
ton, the municipal authority of Alexandria thought 
it advisable to appoint a committee of vigilance, 
for the pareets of procuring information of the 
approaches of the enemy, and of obtaining assist- 
ance and advice as to the measures which it might 
be proper to om for protection and defence. 
As soon as this committee was appointed, they 
caused representations to be made to General Win- 
der of the defenceless condition of the town, and 
earnestly entreated that some measures should be 
taken for its protection. General Winder was 
called on, because it had been distinctly under- 
stood that the Secretary of War would receive 
our communications through this channel only. 
From General Winder every assurance was made 
that could have been wished, that everything in 
his power should be done for the protection of the 
town. His means, however, were very inconsid- 
erable; he had no money to expend in fortifica- 
tions, or even in the erection of batteries; and 
unless some defence of this sort could be obtained. 
the town would be exposed to the mercy of the 
enemy, if he should approach by water, and should 
succeed in passing the fort. The committee of 
vigilance was duly impressed with the necessity 
of providing some adequate defence against an 


attack by water; and some of its members, under 
the authority of the committee, had repeated jp. 
terviews with General Winder on this subjecr, 
In one of them, the President of the United States 
was present, and he was distinctly given to yn- 
derstand that, unless there was provided an ade- 
quate defence for the town, it would be at the 
mercy of the enemy, and would be compelled to 
make the best terms inits power. These represent. 
ations and requests produced no other effect than 
the repetition of the assurance of an earnest desire 
on the part of General Winder to afford every 
assistance in his power. 

On the 19th of August, a levy en masse was 
made of the militia of the town and county of 
Alexandria, and on the 20th and 2ist they were 
ordered to cross the Potomac, and stationed be- 
tween See ee and Fort Warburton. They 
took with them ail the artillery which had been 
mounted at the expense of the corporation, except 
two twelve-pounders, which were left without 
ammunition, and nearly all the arms belonging 
to the town. They left no men but the exempts 
from age and other causes, and a few who had not 
reported themselves, or had found substitutes ; and 
it is not believed that, after their departure, one 
hundred effective armed men could have been 
musteredintown. The two iron twelve-pounders 
remained until the 25th, when Alexandria being 
open tothe enemy, then in full possession of Wash- 
ington,they were removed some distance from the 
town, by orders received from General Young. 

On the night of the 24th, the Alexandria militia 
were ordered to recross the Potomac ; they did so, 
and were marched through the town, without halt- 
ing, into the country, and without giving informa- 
tion to the authorities or inhabitants of the place 
of their destination; and on the evening of the 
27th, when the fleet approached, the municipal au- 
thorities of the town knew not where they were. 
It has since appeared, that they were then station- 
ed about nineteen miles from town, by the orders 
of General Winder. It is here proper to state that 
General Winder, on the morning of the 24th, in- 
formed the members of the committee of vigi- 
lance, who waited on him, that he could send no 
part of the forces with him to Alexandria, but 
that he had ordered General Young to cross over 
to Alexandria, if practicable, if not, to fall down 
the river. The committee of vigilance, on re- 
ceiving this information, sent boats over to the 
Maryland shore, sufficient in number to bring 
over the whole of General Young’s force at once; 
but when the boats reached him, he had received 
orders from the Secretary of War to retain his 
position, as General Young, in a communication 
to the Mayor, stated. 

The committee of vigilance, despairing of ob- 
taining any assistance from the General Gov- 
ernment, and having information of the rapid 
approach of the enemy towards the Capital by 
land, and that their squadron was approaching 
Alexandria by water, deemed it their duty to re- 
commend to the Common Council a resolution 
to the following effect: “ That, in case the Brit- 
ish vessels should pass the fort, or their forces 
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a Capture of the City of Washington. 
— a 
Inder approach the town by land, and there should be | under which you left the post committed to your 
d in. no sufficient force, on our part to oppose them, eharge. In this you will state the orders under 
ject, | with any reasonable prospect of suecess, they | which you acted, and from whom received. 
tate j uld appoint a committee to carry a flag tothe| 1am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
s sho ppot ° + 

>un- | officer commanding the enemy’s force, about to J. ARMSTRONG. 

ade- attack the town, and to procure the best terms} Capt. Dyson, Corps of Artillery. 
tthe [| for the safety of persons, houses, and property, in Camp at Mason's Istanp. 
edto | their power.” This recommendation was made August 29 1814. 
sent. on the day of the battle at Bladensburg, and, on} gyn: J had the honor to receive your commu- 

oe - same ays 7 unanimously adopted by the} nication of the 29th instant. The orders received 

Sire i mmon . : : from Brigadier General Winder, th h Maj 
very [ The battle of Bladensburg having terminated | fyite, verbally, on the 24th instant, were, in ease 

_ in the defeat of our troops, and General Winder | | was peentell y or heard of an enemy in my rear, 

was — having been obliged to retreat from the capital} ;, spike our guns, and make my escape over the 
ty of — towards Montgomery Courthouse, about fifteen | river, The enemy approached by water on the 
were fF miles to the west of it, the City of Washington | 97+) ‘and we had learned that day, through seve- 
be fF  wasleft in the entire possession of the enemy-| +a) chaniiels, that the enemy had been reinforced 
They f\ | The citizens of Alexandria saw nothing to im-| 9: Benedict two thousand strong, and that they 
been — © pede the march of the British to their town—saw | were on their march to co-operate with the fleet, 

cept _ nothing to restrain them from committing the] jn addition to the force which left the city. Un- 
hout _ most brutal outrages upon the female portion} go, aj) these circumstances the officers under my 
ging fF of the society, having neither arms nor men tO) -ommand were consulted, and agreed it was best 
npts _ make defence with. The President of the Uni-| », abandon the fort and effect a retreat. The 
| not ted States and the Heads of the Departments | 06 under my command was thought not equal 

and _ were absent, and it was not known where they| 4, 2 defence a place. 

one f were to be found; no military commander or|  y pave the honor to be, with great considers- 
been _ officer of the General Government was present to| 5:5, your obedient servant 1% 
ders —  direet or advise. . SAM. T. DYSON es 
cing In this state of things, it was considered by the Capt. corps Artillery ty 
ash- Common Council as their duty to senda flagto} pion Joun ARMSTRONG ; iy 

‘ ve ; ° ’ . 

the the British commander at Washington, to know Secretary of War. 


NA Ae ty 


what treatment aa be expected from him, in 
case his troops should approach Alexandria, and 
should sueceed in obtaining possession of the 


jalt- town. Admiral Cockburn, to whom the com- 
ma- munication was made, assured the very respecta- 
ace ble gentlemen who bore that flag, that private 
the property, of all descriptions, should be respected ; 
au- that it was probable that fresh provisions and 
ere, some flour might be wanted, but that, whatever 
on- they did take, should be paid for. 
lers While these things were going on in the City 
hat of Washington, the British squadron had been 
in- gate ascending the Potomac, and on the 
gi- th of August, three days after the battle at 
no Bladensburg, it reached Fort Warburton. No 
but change had taken place in relation to the means 
ver of the defence of the town of Alexandria. Upon 
wo the fort did the safety of Alexandria now entirely 
re- depend. The citizens looked with great anxiety 
the to this point for protection; but, to their great 
ng surprise and mortification, and without the con- 
e 5 currence or the wish of the municipal authority 
‘ed of the town, or of any member of it, the fort was 
his abandoned, and the magazine blown up, by the 
on United States’ garrison, on the evening of the 
27th, without firing a single gun. The following 
»b- correspondence between the Secretary of War 
NV- and the commander at the fort, shows by what 
vid authority he acted : 
by Copy of a letter from the Secretary of War to Cap- 
- tain Dyson, dated 
oD Avausr 29, 1814. 
‘te Sir: [send Captain Manigault with orders to 
es receive your written or verbal report of the causes 


This relinquishment of the fort decided the fate 
of Alexandria. Nothing was left to oppose the 
progress of the squadron, and on the morning of 
the 28th it passed the ruins of the fort on its way 
to the town; their barges had sounded a consid- 
erable distance above. About ten o’clock of the 
morning of the 28th, after the squadron was above 
the fort, the committee appointed by the Council 
to bear the flag to the enemy, in case they should 
pass the fort, set out upon their mission, and pro- 
ceeded to the ship commanded by Captain Gor- 
don. They requested to know what his inten- 
tions were io regard to the town of Alexandria. 
They were informed by Captain Gordon that he 
would communicate his terms when he came op- 
posite the town. But he assured them that, in 
the meantime, if the squadron was not molested 
by the inhabitants, the persons, houses, and fur- 
niture of the citizens, should not be injured. One 
of the gentlemen who attended the flag was the 
Mayor. Upon his return from the squadron he 
was informed that a small detachment of cavalry, 
from the army of General Hungerford, had been 
in town, probably for the purpose of reconnoiter- 
ing the enemy; that it had remained but a short if 
time. Upon inquiry, it was understood that the 
army of General Hungerford was at that time 
about sixteen miles from Alexandria, on its march Vs 
to that place, having followed the British squad- if 
ron along the shores of the Potomac a great part 
of its way up. The foree of General Hungerford 


was composed of infantry and cavalry, with two 
or three small pieces of artillery, not calculated 
to afford any protection to the town. 
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The municipal authority of the town had re- 
ceived no advice of the approach of this army ; 
and after the return of the flag it was too late to 
enter into any arrangement with General Hun- 
gerford for defence: he was too distant to afford 
relief. 

The squadron having suspended its approach 

o the town, did not reach it until the evening of 
this day. On the morning of the next day, to 
wit, the 29th of August, it arranged itself along 
the town, so as to command it from one extrem- 
ity to the other. The force consisted of two 
frigates, to wit, the Seahorse, rating thirty-eight 
guns, and Euryalus, rating thirty-six guos; two 
rocket ships, of eighteen guns each; two bomb 
ships, of eight guns each; and a schooner of two 
guns, which were but a few hundred yards from 
the wharves, and the houses so situated that they 
might have been laid in ashes in a few minutes. 
About ten o’clock in the morning of the 29th, 
Captain Gordon sent to the Mayor the following 
terms: 


His Masesty’s Suip Speanorse, 
Off Alexandria, Aug. 29, 1814. 

GENTLEMEN: In consequence of a deputation 
yesterday received from the city of Alexandria, 
requesting favorable terms for the safety of the 
city, the undermentioned are the only conditions 
in my power to offer: 

The town of Alexandria, with the exception of 
public works, shall not be destroyed, unless hos- 
tilities are commenced on the part of the Ameri- 
cans; nor shall the inhabitants be molested in 
any manner whatever, or their dwelling houses 
me if the following articles are complied 
with: 

Article 1. All naval and ordnance stores, pub- 
lic and private, must be immediately delivered up. 

Article 2. Possession will be immediately taken 
of all the shipping, and their furniture must be 
sent on board by the owners, without delay. 

Article 3. The vessels that have been sunk 
must be delivered up in the state they were inon 
the 19th of August, the day of the squadron pass- 
ing the Kettle Bottoms. 

Article 4. Merchandise of every description 
must be instantly delivered up; and, to prevent 
any irregularities that might be committed in its 
embarcation, the merchants have it in their option 
to load the vessels generally employed for that 
purpose, when they will be towed off by us. 

Article 5. All merchandise that has been re- 
moved from Alexandria, since the 19th instant, 
is to be included in the above articles. 

Article 6. Refreshments of every description 
to be supplied the ships, and paid for at the market 
price by bills on the British Government. 

Article 7. Officers will be appointed to see that 
the articles Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5, are strictly com- 
plied with ; and any deviation or non-compliance, 
on the part of the inhabitants of Alexandria, will 
render this treaty null and void. I have, &c. 

JAMES A. GORDON, 
Capt. of His Majesty’s ship Seahorse, &c. 
To the Councit of the town of Alexandria. 
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Upon the Mayor’s receiving them, he sent fo, 
the members of the Committee of Vigilance. 
These terms were borne by one of the officers of 
Captain Gordon’s frigate, who stated that byt 
one hour was allowed him to wait for a reply to 
them. Upon their being read by the Mayor ang 
the committee, it was observed to the officer, } 
the Mayor and one of the committee, that it woulq 
be impossible that the Common Council could 
accede to several of them ; that the municipal ay. 
thority of the town had no power to recall the 
merchandise that had been sent out subsequent 
to the 19th of August. The reply of the officer 
was, in that case it would not be expected. 

He was further informed, that it would not be 
in the power of the Common Council to compel 
the citizens to assist in getting up the sunken 
vessels, The officer answered, that their sailors 
would then do it. He was required to explain 
what was intended by the term merchandise, as 
used in the fourth article. He answered, that it 
was intended to embrace that species of mer- 
chandise only that was intended for exportation, 
such as tobacco, flour, cotton, bale goods, &c. 

The Mayor, and one of the committee, request- 
ed to know whether the Commodore intended to 
require a delivery of any more of the merchandise 
than he could take away with them. He an- 
swered, it would not be required. This explana- 
tion was afterwards vee by Captain Gor- 
don. With these verbal explanations the pre- 
ceding terms were submitted to the Common 
Council. It will be here proper to remark, that, 
when these terms were proposed and submitted 
to the Common Council, General Hungerford had 
not arrived with his army, nor did it reach the 
suburbs of the town until the night of that day. 
The town was still without any means of defence, 
and it was evident that no defence could avail, 
but that species of force which would be calcu- 
lated to drive the ships from their moorings, No 
communication had been received from the offi- 
cers of the General Government, and the town 
appeared to be abandoned to its fate. Under these 
circumstances the Common Council could have 
no hesitation as to the course to be pursued. The 
citizens of the town, of all descriptions, with an 
immense value of property, were entirely in the 
power of the enemy, whose naval commander, 
according to the proclamation of the President of 
the United States, dated on the first of Septem- 
ber, has declared his “ purpose to be to employ 
the force under his direction in destroying and 
laying waste such towns and districts upon the 
coast as may be found assailable.” A similar 
declaration had been made by Captain Gordon to 
the committee who bore the flag. Against the 
attack of such an enemy was the town of Alex- 
andria, without any means of defence whatever. 
The people of the town were at his mercy, and 
compelled to yield to such terms as the “victor” 
might think fit to prescribe. If the members of 
the municipal authority, and citizens of the town, 
had given loose to the feelings of indignation 
which the occasion had excited, and had sacri- 
ficed the town, and exposed their wives and 
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“lg daughters to the wanton insults of an unrestrain-| zens of Alexandria, when the British squadron 












dk na nemy, they would have betrayed their trusts 
i or. i aisred the consequences. 


. but The Common Council, therefore, were obliged 
tae - to yield submission to the terms as explained, 


and did, thereupon, pass and publish the follow- 


fare of the town; that it considers the assent by 


er, by 5 ° e 

ng resolution : 
cane : ' " Resolved, That the Common Council of Alex- 
ala _ andria, in assenting to the conditions offered by 
i x ; i the commander of the British squadron now off 
sent | the town, has acted from the impulse of irresisti- 
ices ple necessity, and solely from a regard to the wel- 

% 


it given as only formai, inasmuch as the eaemy 


sat : _ had it already in their power to enforce a com- 
iaies pliance with their demand by a seizure of the 


property required from us; and believing the 
safety of the persons of the inhabitants, of their 








“ye dwellings, and of such property as is not compre- 
nat it hended within the requisition, to depend entirely 
mer- on the observance of the terms of it, the Common 
stioe Council recommends to the inhabitants an ac- 
xn quiescence, at the same time that it does express- 
uest- ly disclaim the power of doing any act on its part 
ed to to enforce compliance, its authority, in this par- 
ndise ticular, being limited to recommendation only.” 
io. Z In the execution of the terms proposed by the 
lang | enemy it is proper to state, that the verbal expla- 
Gor. _ nations made by the officer to the Mayor, were 
pre- _ generally adhered to. No merchandise was re- 
mon | quired to be brought back to the town; no assist- 
‘het ' _ ance was required of, or offered by the citizens, 
ited _ _ in getting up the sunken vessels. The depreda- 
1 had tions of the enemy, with a few exceptions, were 
the confined to flour, cotton, and tobacco, which they 
da carried off in some of the vessels then at the town. 
a Only one vessel was burnt; no private dwelling 
ail was visited or entered ina rude or hostile manner, 
ie. nor were citizens personally exposed to insult. 
No The loss sustained from the enemy, it is be- 
offi- lieved, will not exceed the following: three ships, 
to three brigs, several bay and river craft, the num- 
sine ber of which has not been ascertained ; all of 
ae which were carried away, and one ship burnt. 
The The quantity of flour carried away, it is believed, 
ae will not exceed sixteen thousand barrels; about 
the one thousand hogsheads of tobacco, and one hund- 
ae red and fifty bales of cotton; and of wine, sugar, 
‘tof and other articles, not more than five thousand 
a. dollars’ worth. 
ploy I, Israel] P. Thompson, Clerk of the Common 
aud Council of Alexandria, do certify, that the above 
the is a true copy from the original. 
ilar ISRAEL P. THOMPSON, C. C. 
n to Ocroser 6, 1814. 
the 
lex- § Avexanpria, Oct. 7, 1814. 
— i Sir: In pursuance of the enclosed resolutions 
and of the Common Council of Alexandria, dated the 
ot 27th September, 1814, marked A, appointing us 
sof a committee, on the part of the town, for the pur- 
wn, pose therein mentioned, we beg leave to lay be- 
on fore the committee of Congress the following 
cri- statement and accompanying documents: 
and Misrepresentations of the conduct of the citi- 


approached this place, having been circulated 
through the Union, the Common Council have 
deemed it their duty to lay before Congress a 
true history of the steps which the citizens have, 
from time to time, taken, in order to guard against 
that misfortune which has come upon them—a 
misfortune they deplore as much on the national, 
as on their own individual account. The citi- 
zens of Alexandria rejoice that an opportunity 
has been afforded them to lay before Congress a 
faithful narrative of the proceedings which self- 
preservation compelled them to adopt. It will 
show that they did all in their power to avert the 


blow. 
In the month of October, 1812, a volunteer com- 
any was raised in Alexandria, and stationed at 
ort Washington, in the manner stated in the 


letter of Captain McGuire, marked B. In the 


month of March, 1813, the artillery company of 
Alexandria, then commanded by Captain Mars- 
teller, was stationed at Fort Washington. See 
Captain Griffith’s certificate, marked C. On the 
21st March, 1813, the Common Council appoint- 
ed the Mayor of the town, and the President of 
the Council, to wait upon the Secretary of War, 
in company with the Colonel of the second le- 
gion, to request a supply of arms and ammunition 
for the use of the militia in the defence of the 
town. See document D. On the 8th of May, 
1813, the Common Council appointed four re- 
spectable citizens to wait upon the President of 
the United States, and apprize him of the de- 
fenceless state of the town; which order is mark- 
ed E. That committee, in compliance with the 
wishes of the Corporation, did wait on the Presi- 
dent; the result of the interview they had with 
him will be found in the paper marked F. On 
the 8th of May, 1813, the Council appropriated 
$1,500, out of tae funds of the Corporation, for 
mounting the cannon belonging to the town. See 
document marked D. On the 11th May, 1813, 
the Common Council appointed a committee of 
vigilance, to confer and co-operate with the com- 
mittees of Washington and Georgetown, in re- 
quiring assistance from Government, for the gen- 
eral defence of the District of Columbia. See doc- 
ument E. A deputation from the committees of 
the three towns waited upon General Armstrong; 
the result of their conference was such as is stated 
in the certificate of Colonel George Deneale, one 
of the persons who waited upon the Secretary of 
War. See his certificate, marked G. 

The Secretary of War did send an engineer, 
as he promised, who made a report to him, aco 
of which is hereto annexed, and is marked H. 
The Common Council, on the 23d of July, 1814, 
passed two resolutions, and appointed a commit- 
tee of vigilance, for the purposes in said resolu- 
tions expressed. See E. In pursuance of these 
last resolutions, the committee of vigilance pro- 
ceeded to take such measures as they could, to- 
wards complying with the object of their appoint- 
ment; they passed the resolutions which are 
marked I. In pursuance of the first resolution of 
the committee of vigilance General Winder was 
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waited upon 
Alexandria, had an interview with some of the 
committee of vigilance and Colonel Deneale, as 
will appear by the certificate of Colonel Deneale, 
marked K. 

The banks of Alexandria and Potomac, on the 
6th and 13th of August, loaned to the General 
Government, the one ten thousand, and the other 
twenty-five thousand dollars, upon the cenditions 
that the same should be applied to the erection of 
fortifications for the District of Columbia, south 
of Alexandria. See the letters of the presidents 
of those banks, marked L and M. The Corpora- 
tion, on the fifteenth of September, 1814, appro- 
priated out of the funds of the town twelve hund- 
red dollars, for the purpose of paying the expenses 
of laborers and carts to be employed in the erec- 
tion of fortifications for the defence of the District. 
See document D. 

The committee having laid before you the doc- 
uments which exhibit the efforts of the citizens 
of Alexandria to have the town defended from 
invasion, beg leave to lay before the committee 
a report of the Common Council and committee 
of vigilance, dated on the 7th of September last, 
of the conduct of the citizens when the British 
squadron approached Alexandria. See document 
marked N. When the first attempt was made, 
on the 25th of August, to blow up the south end 
of the Potomac bridge, six hundred stand of arms 
were blown up, about two hundred of which re- 
mained uninjured and fit for use; these were col- 
lected together by Mr. Joseph Dean, one of the 
committee of vigilance, and sent to the Little 
Falls of Potomac for safety. When General Hun- 
gerford’s army arrived in the neighborhood of 
Alexandria, these arms were ordered to be deliv- 
ered to Genera! Hungerford. See Mr. Dean’s 
certificate, O. On the 30th of August the Mayor 
apprized General Hungerford where two twelve- 
pounders, which had been by the order of Gene- 


ral Young removed from town, could be found. 
See the Mayor’s letter, marked P, and the reply 
of General Hungerford, signed by James Mercer, 


his aid, marked 
The day on which the enemy left Alexandria, 
a letter, purporting to be from Admiral Codring- 
ton, dated 28th August, 1814, addressed to the 
commanding officer of the british squadron in 
the Potomac, with the cover which now encloses 
it, was handed from the < office in this place 
to Mr. Joseph Dean, one of the committee of vigi- 
lance; how it got into the post office we know 
not; we can refer the committee to Mr. Thomas 
P, oe ew omer postmaster here, and to Mr. 
Basil Spalding, of Maryland, who, we have reason 
to believe, can give sume account of the route 
the letter came to Alexandria; this document is 
marked R. If the committee should require any 
further information, or explanation, we shall be 
ready, at all times, to give it as far as we can. 
We are, with great respect, d&c. 
WM 


EDM. |. LEE, 
JOSEPH DEAN, 
G. DENEALE. 


, and a few days after he visited | 


Avexanpri, Nov. 20, 1814, 


Sim: From the appearaace of the enemy’s 
squadron in sight of Alexandria, on the evenin 
of the 27th August last, until its departure on the 
3d of September, I remained in town, with the 
exception of an absence of a few hours on the 
day last mentioned. 

Among the many base calumnies propagated 
respecting our unfortunate town, by men more 
profligate than the enemy who plundered us, 
there is none more cruel and unfounded than the 
charge of the inhabitants having surrendered the 
property of strangers to procure safety for their 
own. 

The printed narrative of the Common Counci| 
contains all the material facts connected with 
the capture of the town, and itis notin my power 
to add anything of importance. The charge 
above mentioned, which you have particularly 
noticed in your letter of the 19th instant, I can 
assure you, is totally destitute of truth. The 
people of Alexandria did not afford the enemy 
any assistance in removing or shipping the plun- 
dered property; oor did any instance, to my 
knowledge, occur of any individual having at- 
tempted to save his own property by turning the 
attention of the enemy towards that of another. 
In respect to persons, the plunder was indiscrim- 
inate. The enemy not having the aid of horses 
or carriages for the removal of the property, from 
a regard to their own convenience, and not the 
ee of others, confined their depredations 
to the warehouses on the water, in which large 
quantities of produce were contained, belonging 
to the inhabitants as well as to strangers: all 
sufferers alike. 

After the Common Council had passed their 
resolution of the 29th of August, declaring their 
want of authority to require the observance of 
the terms to which they had been compelled to 
accede, and recommending submission, they did 
no other act at all connected with the seizure or 
surrender of property. 

[ remain, with respect, &c.., 

R. 1. TAYLOR. 

The Hon. R. M. Jounson. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, the memorial of the subscribers, citizens 
of the town of Alexandria, respectfully represents : 
That the late capture by the British squadron 

of their town has afforded a pretext to wanton 

defamers to brand the citizens of Alexandria with 
every epithet of ignominy and disgrace. Not 
content with proclaiming their slanders through 
the papers of the day, some have been so unprin- 
cipled as to whisper in the ears of some of the 
honorable members of your body, the most illib- 
eral accusations; one of which 1s, that the prop- 
erty of the citizens, taken from them by the vio- 
lence of the invading enemy, had been voluntarily 
parted with by the inhabitants, and an equivalent 
received for it; a charge totally unfounded in 
fact, and without the smallest ground of truth 


} 
3 
3 


Vi athe nines! Pe 


ee es ae ee ee el 


L720 


14, 
"mM y’s 
-nin 

n the 


1 the 


Zated 


e or 


ent- 
ress 
ens 
ts : 
ron 
fon 
ith 
Not 
gh 
in- 
he 
ib- 
)p- 
10- 
ily 
nt 
in 
th 


ota sian Se ebagel Sie a! 0 Pte OS ahaha lA eh SS a legal al 


% 
e 
a 





1721 


APPENDIX. 





1722 


Capture of the City of Washington. 





for its support; as your memorialists can venture 
to assert that nota solitary instance of the kind 
can be produced. When, therefore, your memo- 
rialists find the reputation of the town assailed in 
public and private, by those dark and restless 
spirits, whose delight it is to devour reputation, 
every virtuous and honorable mind must feel it 
a solemn duty to solicit, as a right, from their 
Constitutiondl governors, a strict and just inves- 
tigation into the whole of their conduct. The 
citizens of Alexandria, in the aggregate, can 
fear the result of no inquiry which may be made 
into their conduct on the occasion alluded to. 
They know their motives have been pure, and 
that the course they took can be justified by those 
immutable principles of self-preservation, for the 
exercise of which no just Government will con- 
demn them, and the surrender of which cannot, 
of right, be demanded. Your memorialists cannot 
forbear, on this occasion, to express their indig- 
nant surprise to find their town traduced for a 
conduct which every citizen in the nation would 
have pursued had they been abandoned, as Alex- 
andria was, tothe mercy of a victorious and pow- 
erful enemy. In this situation, what alternative 
had we but to tell the enemy we could not resist, 
because we had not the means? This is all we 
did. We yielded to superior power. Our weak- 
ness has been our crime. Our reliance upon the 

rotection of our Government has been our mis- 
ortune. For this misfortune have the citizens 
of Alexandria been publicly charged as traitors to 
their country. Tosubmit to calumny of this na- 
ture without a murmur is more than could be 
calculated upon. Toask an investigation is what 
ought to be expected from the virtuousand inno- 
cent. This request is the more reasonable when 
it is recollected that the President of the United 
States has deemed it proper, in his public procla- 
mation, to state that Alexandria had, in yielding 
to the terms imposed upon them, “ inconsiderate- 
ly” surrendered to the enemy. Your memorial- 
ists deem it a duty which they owe to the reputa- 
tion of the town, concisely to state what have 
been the efforts, at different times, of the citizens, 
to obtain an adequate defence of the town and 
District. 

In the month of October, in the year 1812, a few 
months after the declaration of war, a company 
of about seventy volunteers was raised in Alex- 
andria, and equipped at the expense of some of 
the citizens. This company was under the or- 
ders of the General Government, who had them 
stationed at Fort Washington, where they con- 
tinued for some months, and from thence removed 
to Annapolis, at which place they were dis- 
banded. 

In the month of March, in the year 1813, the 
artillery company, forming a part of the militia 
of the town, consisting of about seventy men, 
rank ané file, was stationed for about three months 
at Fott Washington. The municipal authority of 
the town, conscious of its unprotected state, and 
justly considering it the duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to defend every portion of that territory 
which was placed under its exclusive authority, 


on the 21st of March, 1813, appointed the Chief 
Magistrate of the town, the President of the Com- 
mon Council, together with the commanding offi- 
cer of the second legion of the militia of the Dis- 
trict, to wait upon the Secretary of War, and 
request a supply of arms and ammunition for the 
use of the militia in the defence of the town. 
Your memorialists have reason to believe that 
arms were furnished a short time after this re- 
quest. 

In the month of May, 1813, the Common Coun- 
cil sent four respectable citizens to the President 
of the United States, to apprize him of the then 
defezcelecs state of the town. These gentlemen 
did wait upon and communicate to him what 
was the condition of Alexandria as to the means 
of defence; that the citizens felt great anxiety on 
account of thedangers with which they were threat- 
ened from the vicinity of the enemy in our wa- 
ters, and the defenceless state of the District, and 
requested him to have some measures of defence 
and protection adopted as speedily as possible. 
To this request the President stated, that every 
portion of the community was entitled to the pro- 
tection of the Government, and that representations 
of any respectable body of men had a claim upon 
its attention, and gave the gentlemen who waited 
upon him to understand that their representation 
would be properly attended to; he also stated it 
was impossible to extend protection to every as- 
sailable point of the country. The committee 
urged upon him the various circumstances which 
would invite the attack of the enemy upon the 
City of Washington in particular, which would of 
course involve the whole District in its dangers. 
The committee, at the same time, assured him of 
the perfect readiness of the citizens of Alexandria 
to co-operate, by their personal services, or in 
any other way, with the Government, in any 
measure of defence whieh it might adopt for the 
security of the District. 

The Common Council, solicitous to provide 
for the defence of the town and District, as far as 
their limited powers and means would permit, 
did, in the month of May, 1813, appropriate, out 
of the funds of the corporation, fifteen hundred 
dollars, to pay for mounting some cannon which 
were in the town, and had been in the use of the 
militia while under the State government. In 
the month of May, 1813, a deputation from Alex- 
andria, Washington,and Georgetown, had an in- 
terview with the Seeretrry of War, relative tothe 
defenceless situation of the District. This com- 
mittee did urge that a more efficient defence 
might be afforded for the District than then ex- 
isted. It was particularly urged upon the Sec- 
retary that the lortifications at Fort Washington, 
commonly known by the name of Fort Warbur- 
ton, should be increased. In consequence of this 
representation, the Government sent an engineer 
to examine the fort, who, on the 28th of May, 
1813, reported to the War Department, as the 
result of his examination, that “an additional 
number of heavy guns at Fort Warburton, and 
an additional fort in the neighborhood, are both 
to be considered unnecessary.” Notwithstanding 
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the repeated solicitations of the citizens of Alex- 


andria, in the year 1813, nothing was done to- 
wards its defence, except sending an engineer to 
examine the fort. In silence did Alexandria 
submit to this neglect of their safety, until the 
month of July, 1814, when the Common Council 
again endeavored to procure an adequate defence. 
Gentlemen, acting under the authority of the 
Corporation,in the month of July, waited on the 
military commander of the tenth district, with the 
view of ascertaining what measures of defence had 
been taken, or were intended to be adopted, for the 
defence of the town of Alexandria and District. 
The General, who seemed to be anxious to do his 
duty, as far as the means within his control would 
enable him, stated to those gentlemen the number 
of militia he expect.d would join him, and which 
seemed to be all the defence he calculated upon. 
This was a species of defence which certainly 
could be of no use against an attack by water. 
It is too obvious, that the town of Alexandria 
could not be defended in any other manner than 
by a proper fort or forts below it, with a compe- 
tent garrison. The General commanding the 
tenth military district visted Alexandria. The 
mode of defending it from a water attack was 
pointed out tohim. To adopt it, required mo- 
ney ; this he was not furnished with. This dif- 
ficulty, however, was removed by the offer of 
three of the banks in Alexandria to loan the 
Government fifty thousand dollars, for the pur- 
pose of erecting proper defences for the District : 
which loan was accepted, and the money paid to 
the Government, No steps were taken towards 
securing the town from attack by water, but it 
was left to be defended at the fort by a garrison 
not exceeding eighty men, rank and file. On the 
24th of August, a few hours before the battle 
at Bladensburg, the Commanding General and 
President of the United States were. by the au- 
thority of the committee of vigilance of Alexan- 
dria, reminded of the destitute state of the town 
as to the means of defence, and informed what 
would be the deplorable alternative the citizens 
would be reduced to if the British squadron, 
which was approaching the town, and was then 
from twenty to thirty miles below, should find 
their town unprotected as it was at that time. 
In the afternoon of the 27th of August the squad- 
ron arrived at the fort, (the magazine having 
been blown up, and it abandoned by the few 
troops of the United States which had been sta- 
tioned there) without opposition. On the morn- 
ing of the 28th, after the fort had been destroyed 
by the enemy, and after their vessels had passed 
it, and were in full view of the town, and not 
before, no officer, military or civil, of the United 
States, being, on this emergency, in the town or 
District to defend or direct, ~ military of the 
town having been previously marched off, en 
masse, bv public authority,) the municipal au- 
thority of the town were, from extreme neces- 
sity, compelled to take such steps as were best 
calculated to save the town from conflagration. 
They authorized a flag to meet the advancing 
foe. The result of that interview was, that the 
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town, and a certain part of the property, was 
saved from destruction and plunder, upon condi- 
tion that the enemy, during their continuance 
before the town, should not be molested. [t js 
due to the citizens of Alexandria, who were in it, 
during that distressing period, to state, that no 
aid or assistance was offered by them to the en- 
emy. They remained passive but indignant 
spectators of that plunder which they had not 
the means of preventing. In support of the vari- 
ous allegations, stated in the preceding part of 
this memorial, your memorialists beg leave to re- 
fer to documents laid before the committee of 
the House of Representatives, upon the subject 
of the capture of Alexandria and Washington. 
Your memorialists feel it their duty, more par- 
ticularly, to call the attention of Congress toa 
subject connected with the capture of Alexan- 
dria, and which is enveloped in a mystery, that 
can be dissipated only by the power of your hon- 
orable body. 

On the 29th of August, the British squadron 
commenced taking off frons the warehouses the 
flour and tobacco. They continued until Friday 
morning, the 2d of September, when the last 
loaded vessel was sent down the river. The post 
office in Alexandria had, during the time the fleet 
lay opposite the town, been removed into the 
country some miles. On Friday, the second of 
September, the Postmaster found in the letter- 
box of the house which had been used as the 
post office, the following letter, to wit: 


“ TpHiGEntA, 28th August, 1814. 

“The object of the expedition being accom- 
plished, and the inhabitants of the country upon 
the banks of the Potomac being alarmed for their 
property, on account of the presence of the Brit- 
ish squadron in that river, the Commander-in- 
Chief has directed me to forward openly, by the 
hands of one of the inhabitants, this order, for the 
ships in the Potomac to retire and rejoin his 


flag. 

“EDWARD CODRINGTON, 

“ Rear Admiral and Capt. of Fleet.” 

This letter is directed as follows : 

“ On H. B. M. service, to the commanding officer 
of H. B. M. ships in the river Potomac.’ 

The preceding letter was found in the post of- 
fice, enclosed in a letter without name, date, or 

st mark, addressed “to the committee of vigi- 
ance or safety of the town of Alexandria,,’ which 
is in the following words: 

“GENTLEMEN: Motives of a personal nature 
prevent my delivering the enclosure. You will 
best judge of the propriety of doing it in your 
official character, without loss of time.” 

The above did not come to the knowledge of 
thecommitteeof vigilance untilafter thesquadron 
had left the town with their plunder. Your memo- 
rialists have been enabled to ascertain, that the 
letter from Admiral Codrington was in the 
Office of State, early in the morning of the 31st 
of August, and that it was there read. Among 
those who saw it there was a member of your 
honorable body. 
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How or when it was sent from the Department 
of State, or why it was sent in the manner it was, 
or by whom it was deposited ir the deserted post 
office at Alexandria, your memorialists have not 
been able to ascertain, nor is it in their power to 
do so. Your memorialists have deemed it their 
duty to lay the transaction, so far as it has come 
to thes knowledge, before your honorable body. 
It remains for Congress to take such further steps 
for the development of the transaction as in their 
wisdom shall seem to be proper, and which jus- 
tice to the citizens of Alexandria demands. 

All which is most respectfully submitted. 
Jacob Hoffman, Joseph Smith, 
Bathurst Daingerfield, Thomas Laurason, 
John Roberts, Nehemiah Carson, 


George Coleman, C. P. Thompson, 
Ww. Veitch, Isaac Gibson, 

R. F. Degge, John D. Brown, 
A. Faw, William N. Mills, 


Thomas Steel, 
James Keith, 
Thomas Moore, 
Charles Simms, 
Ephraim Gilman, 
illiam S. Moore, 
William Newton, 
Charles J. Catlett, 
John Hooff, 
Henry T. Compton, 
John Muncaster, 
John Gird, 
John B. Paton, 
John Potter, 
Ch. Whiting, 
Jonathan Ross, 
Barnard Crook, 
Philip G. Marsteller, J. B. Nickolls, 
Thomas Preston, C. T. Chapman, 
Alexander McKenzie, Samuel Smith, 


William H. Brown, 
Grafton Cawood, 
Joseph Rowen, 
Sanford Reid, 
Henry B. Deager, 
Mark Butts, 

Robert N. Windsor, 
Jm. Plummer, 
Peter Saunders, 
Thomas Neill, 

John Violett, 
Gerrard Plummer, 
Jacob Curtis, 
William Bartleman, 
William Tilham, 
Thomas F. Herbert, 
J. D. Simms, 


J. Laurason, Charles McKnight, 
William Fowle, Israel P. Thompson, 
John Lloyd, William Herbert, 


John Harper, 
Townshend Waugh, 
Matthias Snyder, 
Isaac Entwisle, 
Samuel Harper, 
Thomas M. Davis, 
William Harper, 
Joseph Harris, 

S. Snowden, 
Henry Bayne, 
Thomas Jacobs, 


James Campbell, 
James Fleming, 
Robert Anderson, 
William Harper, jr. 
Thos. Janney & Co. 
Samuel Mark, 
Thomas Brocchus, 
Jacob Morgan, 
William Gregory, 
Thomas K. Beall, 
Andrew Fleming, 
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Thomas Vowell, 
Thomas Herbert, 
William Smith, 
Jacob Leap, 
Ebenezer Vowell, 
Anthony Rhodes, 


Matthew Robinson, 


Bryan Hampson, 


James Kennedy, sen. 


Silas Reed, 
Guy Atkinson, 
Benjamin Baden, 


John H. Phillips, 
Henry Nicholson, 
John D. Longdon, 
Daniel McClean, 
Frederick Koons, 
David Koons, 
Charles Bennett, 
James Shethar, 
John H. Crease, 
Joseph Cowing, 
Newton Keene, 
William Fox, 
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Joseph Mandeville, Thomas White, 
Samuel B. Larmour, W. Ramsay, of D. 
Joseph Fowler, jr. John Ross, 


A. Newton, John F. Smith, 
N. Herbert, James Allison. 
John Jackson. 





Georcetown, October 31, 1814. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 28th instant, 
requesting, on the part of the Committee of In- 
vestigation, “all the information I have on the sub- 
ject of a letter from Admiral Codrington to Captain 
Gordon,” I have the honor to state that, on the 
morning of the 3lst of August, some hours before 
day, I was called up by a dragoon, express from one 
of our camps below, who delivered a packet ad- 
dressed to me by Admiral Cochrane; while I was 
opening and examining the despatch, the dragoon, 
who seemed to be an intelligent man, remarked 
to me that the British ships before Alexandria 
had been ordered down the river by the Admiral 
in the Patuxent. On questioning him, he stated 
that an open note to that effect, addressed to the 
British commander at Alexandria, had been 
brought to the camp from which he came, by the 
same messenger who had charge of the despatch 
I had just received from him; that he had un- 
derstood both had been put into the hands ofa 
countryman, on the shores of the Patuxent, by the 
enemy, from which countryman they had been 
taken by an American officer, and conveyed to 
the camp; that he heard the officer who gave him 
charge of the packet for me, speak of the manner 
in which they came, and mention the contents 
of the open note to other officers then near him; 
that the officers, as he heard them say, intended 
to send the note across the country, and have it 
put on board the British fleet by a citizen. 

The letter addressed to me by Admiral Coch- 
rane was dated on the 29th August. Under the 
same envelope was a letter directed to the Secre- 
tary of State. Believing that it might be of im- 
portance he should receive this without delay, 
I immediately, although not yet day, called on 
Colonel Monroe, then acting as Secretary of War. 
delivered the letter, and informed him of what 
the dragoon had reported to me relative to the 
open note, said to be on its way to the enemy’s 
fleet before Alexandria. This, 1am confident, was 
the first information received at Washington of 
the note in question. During the latter part of 
the same day, being at Colonel! Monroe’s quarters, 
(I think about one o’elock,) he told me that the 
open note of which I had apprized him in the 
morning had now found its way to him, having 
been brought up by one of our officers from the 
camp, at which the dragoon had stated he had left 
it, and he showed it to me. [I have no recollec- 
tion of itsdate. Iremember thatit was addressed 
to Captain Gordon, and signed by Codrington, I 
think, as captain of the fleet, and by order of Ad- 
miral Cochrane. The substance, I well. recol- 
lect, was to direct Captain Gordon to descend the 
Potomac, lest alarm for their property should be 
given to the inhabitants by the presence of his 
squadron. 
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The contents 0° this note, as well as the man- 
ner chosen by the enemy for its conveyance, if it 
did come from him, were thought not a little sin- 
gular and suspicious. The communication by 
water was open to him; and to express his anxi- 
ety for the fears of the inhabitants about the safety 
of their property from a force which had been for 
two years in the constant habit of burning and 
carrying it off in every direction on these waters, 
and which was at that moment emptying the 
stores of Alexandria of private property to an 
immense amount, could hardly be considered ear- 


nest; and particularly when this expression was’ 


contrasted with his determination to destroy and 
lay waste every district of country within his 
power, made known by the letter of Admiral 
Cochrane to the Secretary of State, of the 18th 
August, (since published,) which was the letter 
delivered by me that morning, and with which 
this note was understood to have come from Ad- 
miral Cochrane’s fleet. Colonel Monroe took 
this view of the subject, and expressed his suspi- 
cions that the note was a forgery, and the possi- 
bility, if it was genuine, that, by previous concert, 
it my oes be intended to convey something differ- 
ent from, perhaps the very reverse of, what ap- 
peared on its face. Under these circumstances, 
and ia the then same state of things—a prepara- 
tion going on to intercept the British ships below 
Alexandria—some doubts were entertained of the 
propriety of permitting it to pass to them. He 
however determined that it should be disposed of 
in such a way as to let the citizens of Alexandria 
have the benefit of it, if benefit there was, and at 
the same time to keep the enemy in igaorance 
that the Government had any kaowledge of it. 
He requested me to take = of the note, to 
deliver it to a gentleman of Alexandria, and to 
ask of him to give it such a course immediately. 
I did accordingly, ia about an hour after, put it 
into the hands of a highly respectable citizen of 
that town, accompanied by the request enjoined 
onme. He undertook the charge with great cheer- 
fulness, and suggested, as the best mode of an- 
swering the purpose intended, that he would place 
it in the post office at Alexandria, under cover, 
addressed to one of the acting committees of the 
town, remarking that it would reach them in that 
way almost as speedily as if he were to deliver it 
himself; and that by this means the committee 
and himself would be relieved from embarrass- 
meat, if the committee were called upon to answer 
by the officers of the enemy, in whose power 
they were, as to the channel through which it 
had been received. I thought his reasons good, 
and approved of the mode he proposed to adopt. 
That he did so deposite the note, in the course of 
the same afternoon, I was informed by him on 
the next day ; and I have no question of the fact. 

Whether the enemy received this note, or when, 
and, if received, what influence it may have had 
on his conduct, I have never learned; but there 
is one fact notorious on this subject—that he cea- 
sed to levy contributions on the town of Alexan- 
dria about the middle of the day on which Com- 


(the position below Alexandria, selected from 
which to annoy him in his descent,) and that he 
immediately after began to draw off his ships 
from the station he had taken before the town, 
This was on the Ist day of September. Commo. 
pore Porter’s artillerists and General Young's 
brigade crossed the ferry at Georgetown, on the 
expedition, at the commencement of the night of 
the 3ist August. That this movement was known 
to the enemy on the next day, and instantly ar- 
rested his devastations at Alexandria, I have never 
had the slightest doubt. As to the time and cir- 
cumstance of the movement, I cannot be mistaken, 
as I was with both the corps during that night, 
one at their encampment, and the other on their 
march. 

In relation to the remaining part of your letter, 
there are no particular facts within my knowl- 
edge, that fam aware of, pertinent to the inquiry 
of the honorable committee into the cause of the 
success of the enemy in his recent enterprises 
against Washington and Alexandria. 

With very great respect, &c. 
J. MASON. 

Hon. Ricgarp M. Jounson. 





No. 14. 


Report from the Superintendent of the Public 
Buildings. 


Orrice or SuPERINTENDENT, 
Washington, Oct. 29, 1814. 


Srr: In answer to the inquiries you made of 
me yesterday, | have the honor to state that the 
whole cost of the under-mentioned public build- 
ings, from the commencement to the burning by 
the enemy, appears as follows: 

North wing of the Capitol, including the founda- 
tion walls of both wings, and of the centre 
or main building, and of alterations and re- 


pairs - + + = + $457,388 36 
South wing ofthe Capitol- - 329,774 92 
President’s House - - - 334,334 004 
Public Offices - - - - 93,613 82 





$1,215,111 214 








At the instance of a committee of the Senate, 
the remains of those buildings have been exam- 
ined by architects and master builders, all of 
whom report it as their opinions, that the walls 
of the President’s House, and both wings of the 
Capitol, with some inconsiderable repairs, will be 
safe and sufficient to rebuild on. The walls of 
the two offiees, particularly of the upper stories, 
are deemed insufficient to bear new roofs, and 
will require taking down and renewing, as far as 
shall be found necessary. The amounts of the 
estimates for repairing and rebuilding the five 
edifices, making. the offices fire proof, with some 
other improvements suggested, are from three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to upwards of 
six hundred thousand dollars. The largest esti- 


modore Porter’s battery reached the White House, | mate, however, embraces an expense of consider- 
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mount, for completing the west part of the 
ae eae for a library, which none oF the lower 
estimates includes. he average amount esti- 
mated, of putting all the buildings in the state 
the enemy found them, appears, by dividing the 
gregate amount of the estimates by the number 
of them, to be about four hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars, allowing for the materials of the 
burnt buildings, which may be used in rebuilding. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS MUNROE. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson. 





No. 15. 


William Simmons’s Letter. 
Wasaincron City, Nov. 28, 1814. 


Sir: In answer to your note of to-day, I have 
to state, that, on the morning of the 24th August 
last, when the alarm was given that the enemy 
were on their march to this city, and it was ex- 

cted that they would come by the way of the 

stern Branch bridge, being myself well armed, 
and mounted on horseback, I rode there under the 
wish to render all the service in my power to 
oppose them. When I arrived near the Eastern 
Branch, I found a few of the city and Georgetown 
uniform companies there, laying upon their arms, 
and understood that the President, the Secretary 
of War, and other officers, were at the house of a 
Mr. Minnifee, (where I observed their horses at 
the door,) and that they were holding council. [I 
then rode down to the bridge, where there were 
a few sailors, with a piece or two of cannon in 
front of the bridge, who, I understood, were to 
destroy the bridge in case the enemy approached. 
After but little delay, I rode back to the uniform 
troops, who I found were getting in motion to 
march to Bladensburg, to which way it was then 
said that the enemy werecoming. I immediately 
rode on towards Bladensburg with all expedition. 
When [ arrived upon the hill, on this side of the 
Bladensburg bridge, I observed Colonel Monroe, 
the then Secretary of State, just in the rear of 
our troops, which were posted on both sides of 
the road, between there and Bladensburg; the cry 
was, that the enemy were coming, but no person 
appeared to be able to give any correct account of 
them. I then observed to Mr. Monroe, that I would 
goon and see the enemy, and would let them know 
when they were coming. laccordingly rode into 
Bladensburg, and halted a few minutes at Ross’s 
tavern, where there were a few militiamen, from 
whom I could get no other information than that 
the enemy were coming on the river road. I then 
proceeded to a height, a little west of Ross’s 
tavern, called Lowndes’ Hill, which had a com- 
manding prospect of the river road for a consider- 
able distance, and which was almost fronting the 
hill. After remaining there for some time, I ob- 
served, at a considerable distance, a great cloud 
of dust rise to a great degree, which satisfied me 
that they were coming in great force. Some- 


time after, I observed a few horsemen, not in uni- 
form, on the road, who appeared to be reconnoi- 
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tering, and were soon followed by troops that 
filled the road. They appeared to march very 
slow, and in close order, not less than twenty-four 
or thirty abreast in front, and the horsemen before 
spoken of, sometimes in front, and at other times 
a little to the right of the front; which position 
they marched in until they nearly approached 
the foot of the hill, and not more than a gunshot 
from me, where I was sitting on my horse, and 
the road in full sight for near a mile, and that 
filled with British troops, and still approaching. 
At this time there was nota person in sight of 
me, other than the enemy, except one dragoon, 
who appeared to have been posted there a little 
to my left, upon the same hill, where I left him, 
and have since understood he was taken by the 
advance party of the enemy. When they ap- 
proached to the foot of the hill, and I expected 
they might attempt to cut off my retreat to the 
bridge, I fell back, and descended the hill in the 
front of Mr. Lowndes’ house; and, immediately 
after I crossed the bridge, | looked back, and 
found that the advance party of horse bad got 
into the Annapolis road, to the east of Lowndes’ 
house, about twenty-four of them went up a lane 
in Bladensburg, towards the Baltimore road, leav- 
ing six or eight at the entrance of the lane. 

then was proceeding to our troops, to give in- 
formation, when I met the President, General 
Armstrong, Colonel Monroe, and Mr. Rush, the 
Attorney General, considerably in advance of all 
our troops, going immediately into Bladensburg. 
I observed, on meeting them, “ Mr. Madison, the 
enemy are now in Bladensburg.” He exclaimed, 
with surprise, “the enemy in Bladensburg ” and, 
at the same moment, they all turned their horses 
and rode towards our troops with considerable 
speed. I called out aloud, “ Mr. Madison, if you 
will stop I will show them to you; they are now 
in sight.” He paid no attention. They all rode 
off very fast, except Mr. Rush, who halted; and 
I observed to him that there are part of the ene- 
my stopping at that lane; he said that cannot be 
the enemy, they are notin uniform. I told him 
that they were a part of the advance party, that 
the others had gone up the lane, and that not 
any of them were in uniform. At this moment 
the red-coats began to heave in sight, in two sec- 
tions, some in the rear, and others in the front, of 
Lowndes’s house, and were forming in the An- 
napolis road. Mr. Rush, on seeing them, -ob- 
served, “I am satisfied ;” and turned his horse 
very suddenly to ride away, when his hat fell off, 
and he rode some distance without it, when I 
called out to him “Mr. Rush, come back and 
take up your hat;” which he did, and then pur- 
sued his company with all speed. Our troops, 
before I could get up to th@i, began to fire, 
from the left of the line, with @@nnon and smail 
arms, into the town of Bladensburg. I sup- 
posed, at the time, it was from the informa- 
tion communicated by Mr. Madison from me, as 
I was the last person from Bladensburg. I im- 
mediately rode upthe hill, expecting to fiad some 
of the Heads of Departments, to endeavor to get 
them to stop the firing, until it could be more 
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effectual. I could not see the President or any 
of the gentlemen that were with him when I gave 
him the information. But I observed General 
Winder in the rear of the line, who I found to 
be the commanding officer. I immediately ad- 
dressed him, and informed him that I was just 
from Bladensburg, and that there was but a very 
small party of the enemy in the town; that they 
had commenced firing too early ; and that, if they 
would reserve their fire for a few minutes, the 
British troops were then coming down the hill, 
and were about to form on the Annapolis road, 
when they would be able to do some execution ; 
for on were then heaving their fire away. I 
found that General Winder appeared to pay but 
little attention to what I had said. I remained 
upon the battle ground for some time, and until 
the retreat was ordered, and everything and eve- 
ry body appeared to be in the greatest confusion, 
no point fixed for rallying, or bringing the enemy 
to action, and the greater part of our troops were 
retreating in the greatest disorder. I returned to 
the i and stopped at the.President’s House, 
which I found entirely abandoned, excepting one 
white servant, who informed me that the Presi- 
dent had returned from the battle ground, and 
that he had gone out of the city. I observed at 
the President’s door two pieces of cannon, well 
mounted on oe carriages, which had been 
fixed there for the defence of the house, under a 
guard of soldiers, for some time, which was also 
abandoned. This being late in the day, and the 
most of the retreating soldiers having passed by, 
there was, however, still some coming on, very 
much fatigued, and worn down with hunger and 
thirst. I stopped a number of them, and plied 
them with plenty of brandy, which I got the 
President’s servant to bring forward from the 
house. I then prevailed upon the soldiery to re- 
move the cannon, by hand, towards Georgetown, 
where they were saved from falling into the hands 
of the enemy, who took possession of the house 
soon after. This now being near night, and not 
seeing a single military man in the city, I retired 
a few miles in the country, where I soon was a 
spectator to the conflagration of the Capitol, 
President’s House, &c. 

I remained in the vicinity of the city until after 
the enemy had abandoned it, when I returned; 
and in a day or two after, when stopping at the 
door of Colonel Monroe, who was present, as well 
as Mr. Madison, Mr. Rush, and several other gen- 
tlemen, Mr. Rush observed to me, Sir, we con- 
sider ourselves under obligations to you for pre- 
venting our falling into the hands of the enemy 
at Bladensburg ; observing, at the same time, that 
they were going immediately into Bladensburg, 
understanding th@General Winder’s troops were 
there, and that tli@y should have supposed the ad- 
vance part of the enemy, not in uniform, were a 
part of Winder’s rene The foregoing is as 
correct a narrative of facts as I can at this time 
recollect. 

Iam, sir, with great respect, &c., 
M. SIMMONS. 

Hon. R. M. Jounson, &c. 





APPENDIX. 1732 


- ST ane 


SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTs. __ 


Georcetown, Dec. 16, 1814, 

Sir: I had the honor to receive yours of yes. 
terday. My statement shall be concise as possi. 
ble. On perusing, in the National Iatelligencer, 
of the 10th instant, the report of the committee of 
which you are chairman, the following passage 
arrested my attention: “ From early in the morp. 
ing till late in the afternoon, Colonel Minor 
sought Colonel Carbery diligently, but he could 
mr, found. He rode to headquarters and ob. 
tained an order from General Winder upon the 
arsenal, for arms, &c.—marched to the place with 
his regiment. Colonel Carbery arrived at the 
moment, and apologised for his absence, and ip. 
formed Colonel Minor that he had, the evening 
before, ridden out to his country seat.” 

Without adverting to the information on which 
the committee may have thought proper to rely, 
for what is stated in the above extract, I shall 
merely proceed to state some facts, supported by 
respectable testimony, which, it is believed, will, 
in the opinion of the committee, completely in- 
validate what is there set forth. 

1. It will appear that, on the night of the 234 
of August, between the hours of nine and eleven, 
I was seen between Capitol Hill and the camp. 
See the certificate of Major Marsteller, Deputy 
Quartermaster General, No. 1. That, late at 
night of the 23d, I arrived at Mr. Semmes’ hotel, 
in Georgetown; that I lodged there that night; 
was seen about sunrise next morning, near Mc- 
Leod’s hotel, on the Pennsylvania avenue; and 
that afterwards I returned to my quarters in 
Georgetown and breakfasted. See Nos. 3 and 4, 
given by Mr. Semmes, my landlord, and Captain 
Cassin, of the District militia. That, on the 
morning of 24th August, between seven and nine, 
I signed requisitions for arms, &c., for Colonel 
Minor, and gave them to the surgeon of his regi- 
ment. See Lieutenant Hobbs,No.2. That Doc- 
tor Jones, who was with our troops when the 
action commenced, returning to his hospital to 
attend to his duties there, saw Colonel Minor’s 
troops halted on Capitol Hill, and thinks they 
were getting their dinners. See his certificate, 
No. 5. That, in the opinion of Lieutenant Ba- 
den, of the ordnance department, Colonel Minor’s 
troops, from the time they arrived at the arsenal. 
had sufficient time to have got their arms, &c., 
and have marched to the battle ground before the 
action commenced. See his certificate, No. 6. 

These certificates being in your hands can 
easily be referred to. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

HENRY CARBERY, 
Colonel 36th U. S. Infantry. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, 
Chairman of a Coramittee of Congress. 
George W. Campbell’s Letter. 


Nasavitte, (Ten.,) Dec. 7, 1814. 
Sir: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter of the 29th October last. You request that I 
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a 
should give the committee, of which you are 
chairman, such facts and views as may be in my 

wer respecting the proceedings of a Cabinet 
Sounell on the Ist of July last, in relation to the 
defence of military district No. 10; and on the 
subject of a conversation that took place between 
the President and myself, on the 24th of August, 
respecting the part General Armstrong was to 
take at Bladensburg; and also any other facts 
and views that may be thought pertinent to a 
fair and impartial inquiry into the causes of the 
fall of the Capital of the United States. 

The information requested by the committee 
shall be given without reserve, so far as my re- 
collection and state of health will enable me. I| 
deem it, however, proper, previously, to state, that, 
according to the views I entertain of the relations 
existing between the Executive and the other 
members of the Government, usually called on 
to assist in council, I should not consider myself 
bound, on such application as the present, to dis- 
close, in all cases, the proceedings which may 
have taken place at such council, or what may 
have passed at a conversation held with the Presi- 
dent individually, such as that above referred to, 
as such disclosure might justly be considered as 
restrained; in the former case, on the ground of 
official, and in the latter, on that of personal con- 
fidence; and, without taking into consideration 
the effect of the restraint that would naturally be 
imposed on such deliberations and interchange of 
sentiments, by establishing the precedent that 
they were liable to public disclosure whenever 
called for, there might be cases in which the 
public interest would be compromitted by such 
development. I do not, however, consider the 
present such a case; and [ have no motive for 
withholding the information required on account 
of any bearing it might be supposed to have on 
my own conduct on that occasion, or on that of 
any other member of the Government, as I am 
perfectly satisfied it is the desire of the Executive, 
and presume it is so also of the other members, 
that every circumstance calculated to throw light 
on the subject before the committee, and de- 
velope the real causes which led to the late events 
at the Seat of Government, should be disclosed 
without reserve. Onder these impressions, there- 
tore, I act, in giving the information desired. 

At the Cabinet Council referred to, held on the 
ist of July, by the members of the Government, 
convened by request of the President, I was pres- 
ent. Despatches had been received, a few days 
previously thereto, from two of our Ministers 
(Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard) in Europe, the 
consideration of which, according to my present 
impressions, was the principal object of the con- 
ference. They were accordingly taken up for 
deliberation, and the changed aspect of affairs in 
Europe, as unfolded by them, as well as by in- 
formation derived from other sources, was brought 
into view. The subject of our foreign relations 
generally, was takea into consideration, and the 
effect the late great events on the Continent would 
be likely to produce upon them was freely spoken 
of. It was stated as probable, first, I believe, by 
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the President, that England, considering her own 
relative power and influence greatly increased, 
would be disposed to employ a considerable por- 
tion of her military and naval forces, lately dis- 
engaged from the great European contest, in 
prosecuting the war against this country; that 
she might be expected o strengthen herself in 
Canada, and carry on her depredations inst 
our Atlantic coast on a scale more extended than 
heretofore. Some general remarks were also 
made on the propriety of adapting our measures 
to that state of things an increase of the enemy’s 
forces would produce ; and there appeared a con- 
currence of opinion among the members as to the 
importance of providing the means, and making 
the requisite arrangements, for defending not only 
district No. 10, including the Seat of Govern- 
ment, but, as far as practicable, every other por- 
tion of the Union, against which an attack might 
reasonably be expected; but I do not at present 
recollect any specific proposition, made while I 
was present, in relation to the defence of that dis- 
trict, or any other place in particular. I cannot, 
however, undertake to state in detail all the pro- 
ceedings that took place in relation to this subject 
on that occasion. The state of my health was 
very imperfect, and some official duty, according 
to my present recollection, requiring to be at- 
tended to at a certain hour, occasioned me to 
withdraw before the subject of the defence of the 
Seat of Government was formally taken up for 
decision ; nor do I now recollect of being present 
when the question on that subject was decided. 
The President, either on my return the same day, 
or shortly after, informed me it had been deter- 
mined to call forth and organize a force deemed 
sufficient for the defence of the district, and par- 
ticularly the Seat of Government, of which meas- 
ure I approved; and, from the Secretary of War, 
I afterwards understood the number to be called 
on for that purpose was fifteen thousand men, 
which appeared to me amply sufficient. Noth- 
ing further occurs to me, at present, in relation 
to what passed at that conference, while I was 
present, on the subject of the defence of the Seat 
of Government. I recollect that, about this time, 
the President, in conversation, stated his impres- 
sions to be, on the fullest consideration he had 
been able to give the state of affairs in Europe, in 
connexion with the disposition of Great Britain, 
as far as it could be ascertained from the late 
despatches of our Ministers, as well as from other 
sources of information, that we ought to calcu- 
late she would direct a considerable portion of 
her numerous forces, liberated from the late great 
conflicts on the Continent, and left entirely at her 
disposal, against this country, either to produce a 
favorable effect on the pending negotiation, and, 
if disposed to peace, close the war with some 
brilliant achievement calculated to give her arms 
the air of eclat; or, if not so disposed, for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting the war more vindictively, 
and possibly with a view to other more ambitious 
objects; and that, whatever might be her ulterior 
views, we ought to expect that Washington City, 
being the Seat of the National Government, and, 
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from its local situation, more accessible, as well 
as less capable of defence, than most other 
places, would be among the first objects of her 
attack, and that we ought, therefore, to make the 
requisite preparations to meet such event. With 
this view, I understood, General Winder was.ap- 
pointed to the command of the District, and or- 
ders given for concentrating, in the neighborhood 
of the city, such force, to consist of regulars and 
militia, as was deemed sufficient for its defence. 

The conversation between the President and 
myself,on the 24th August, respecting which the 
committee requests information, having taken 
place incidentally, and under peculiar circum- 
stanees, it will not be expected that I should re- 
capitulate it at length ; and it may be difficult to 
communicate its substance with precision, or the 
causes that led to it, without going more into de- 
tail than would be acceptable to the committee, 
or accord with my own inclination. 

When it was known, on the evening of the 
23d of August, that the troops under General 
Winder had retired across the Eastern Branch, 
and encamped in the city, it occasioned, as may 
be readily supposed, considerable agitation in the 
minds of the citizens. It appeared to have been 
expected, that, in ease our force was not con- 
sidered sufficient to meet and repulse the enem 
on his landing, his advance would be opposed, 
and his progress, at least, retarded as far as prac- 
ticable, by harassing him on his march, erecting 
defensive works at suitable positions, and throw- 
ing such other obstructions in his way as was best 
calculated to check his movements ; for all which 
operations the nature of the country through 
which he must pass was said to be very favor- 
able ; when, therefore, it was stated that he was 
near the city, without such means having been 
either at all, or but partially resorted to, it pro- 
duced some surprise, as well as inquiry into the 
causes that led to such a result. Falling in con- 
versation with the Secretary of War, on this sub- 
ject, I expressed my apprehensions that suffering 
the enemy to approach so near (if his progress 
could by any possible means have been checked) 
as to make the fate of the city depend on a single 
battle, to be maintained, on our part, principally 
by raw, inexperienced troops, was hazarding too 
much. He appeared to concur in this opinion. 
And when I inquired whether the late movements 
of the troops were made pursuant to his advice, 
or with his approbation; and what plan of opera- 
tions was determined on to oppose the further 
progress of the enemy; and, also, whether our 
army would have the benefit of his suggestions 
and advice, in directing its future movements ; 
he gave me to understand that the movements 
which had taken place were not in pursuance of 
any plan or advice given by him; that General 
Winder, having been appointed to the command 
of the district, including the city, and the means 
assigned for its defence placed at his disposal, he 
was considered as having the direction of their 
application; and it was to be presumed he had 
formed such plans for defending the city as he 
deemed best suited to the emergency and the 
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means he possessed; and that interposing his 


opinion might be considered indelicate, and per- 
haps improper, unless he had the approbation of 
the Executive for so doing; in which case, any 
assistance that his suggestions or advice could 
render should be afforded. 

It appeared to me an oceasion so highly im- 
portant and critical demanded the united efforts 
of all the military skill and ability within the 
reach of the Government; and that feelings of 
delicacy, if their cause could be removed, should 
not be allowed to come in collision with the pub- 
lic interest; and, | believe, I so expressed myself 
to General Armstrong. 

On the following morning I set out with the 
Secretary of War for General Winder’s head- 

uarters, then near the bridge on the Eastern 
ranch. When we proceeded as far as the Presi- 
dent’s house, we learned he had gone on before. 
Some other company joining us, I proceeded in 
advance, and arrived there before the Secretary; 
where I found, with General Winder, the Presi- 
dent, the Secretary of the Navy, and, I believe. 
the Attorney General of the United States, with 
some military officers. Some conversation took 
o in relation to the route the enemy would 
most likely to pursue in approaching the city; 
when a messenger arrived, bringing the Com- 
manding General information, considered by him 
decisive, that they would advance by Bladens- 
burg, and he “mame aE proceeded with the 
troops to that place. At this time the Secretary 
of War had arrived. All the members of the 
Government that were present left the house. 
Falling in conversation with the President, I took 
occasion to state to him the impressions of the 
Secretary of War, as to the line of conduct his 
duty required him to observe on that occasion; 
and added, in substance, according to my present 
recollection, that the very critical situation of 
affairs appeared to me to require all the aid that 
military skill and ability could afford; that. on so 
important an occasion, considerations of delicacy, 
as to conflicting authority, should not, I pre- 
sumed, be allowed to jeopardize, in any degree, 
the public interest; that I regretted the reserve 
apparently observed by the Secretary of War; 
but understood from him, he acted on the ground 
that, as General Winder was appointed to the 
command of the district, and the means designed 
for its defence placed at his disposal, he was con- 
sidered as possessing the right to direct the man- 
ner of their cts and that, in interposing 
his opinion, without Executive approbation, might 
be considered indelicate, and perhaps an improper 
interference with the Commanding General’s au- 
thority ; but that, if it was known to be the Presi- 
dent’s pleasure, he would afford any aid in his 
wer, by his presence and advice; and I believe 
also stated that, considering the extraordinary 
and menacing aspect of our affairs, I thought it 
my duty to make him this communication, that, 
in case he should think proper, the ground on 
which the Secretary acted might be removed. 
The President replied, as I understood him, that 
General Armstrong might have known any proper 
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order given by him would readily meet with the 
Executive sanction ; and there was no doubt any 
suggestions from him would be duly attended to 
by General Winder. Upon my remarking I had 
reason to believe, without his approbation. the 
Secretary would not interpose his opinion, or take 
any part in the business of the day, the President 
observed, he would speak to him on the subject. 
The President, the Secretary of War, and my- 
self, were then on horseback. The President 
joined the Secretary, and some cor versation took 
place between them, the purport of which I did 
not hear. 

The President, after parting from the Secretary, 
observed to me he had spoken to General Arm- 
strong on the subject I had named to him, and 
that no difficulty, he presumed would occur in 
the case; that any suggestions, made by the Sec- 
retary, would, without doubt, receive due atten- 
tion from the Commanding General, and, should 
any objection be made on the ground of authority, 
the matter might readily be adjusted, as he would 
not himself be far distant; and the Secretary’s 
order, (I presume it was meant in writing,) given 
on the field, if necessary, would be considered as 
carrying with it the Executive sanction. 

The oesing is, according to the best of my 
recollection, the substance of what the President 
communicated to me after conversing with Gen- 
eral Armstrong. It, however, occurred in the 
midst of much bustle, and where various other 
subjects presented themselves for consideration ; 
it is therefore possible 1 may not have understood 
him correctly, or may not now recollect all that 
passed. 

Some general conversation took place about 
this time respecting the probable force, move- 
ments, and objects, of the enemy ; also respecting 
the direction to be given to certain portions of our 
own troops, particularly those under Commodore 


Barney, who had not been put in motion, and. 


whom the Commodore appeared very desirous 
should be permitted, with himself, to take a share 
in the expected battle. Mention was also made 
of the precautionary measures proper to be taken, 
in the possible event of the enemy’s success against 
the city, respecting the public property at the 
Navy Yard, &e.; also, the propriety, suggested 
in such case, of the members of the Government 
convening at some suitable place, to determine on 
ulterior arrangements; and Fredericktown was 
agreed on as best calculated for that purpose. 
After parting with the President, I joined the 
Secretary of War, then on his way to Bladens- 
burg; he observed the President had spoken to 
him respecting the operations of the day; that 
he would proceed to the scene of action; and, if 
there should be sceasion, would suggest to the 
Commanding General whatever occurred to him 
as likely to be useful; and, should it become ne- 
cessary, he would, on the field, give a written 
order that would carry with it, of course, official 
authority. He did not, however, state to me the 
particulars of the conversation that passed be- 
tween the President and himself. Near the turn- 
pike gate I parted with the Secretary; the state of 





my health required that I should return to my 
lodging: 

he foregoing contains all that occurs to me 
at present, in relation to the specific inquiries of 
the committee. 

On the subject of their general inquiry, respect- 
ing the causes of the capture of the Seat of Gov- 
ernment, it is not probable I can add anything to 
the information they already possess, derived from 
other sources. A combination of circumstances, 
not easily accounted for, some of which could not 
probably have been anticipated, and others against 
which it might have been difficult to provide b 
any precautions that could have been adopted, led, 
it is believed, to that event. 

The sudden advance of the enemy, after his ar- 
rival on our coast, so considerable a distance 
into the country; destitute as he was known to 
be of cavalry, and, in a great degree, of artillery, 
as well ss of the means of transporting provisions ; 
without delaying to establish garrisons, or other- 
wise to provide for keeping open his communica- 
tion with his shipping and supplies; was a mea- 
sure that could not, it is presumed, be justified on 
any military principle, and may not, therefore, 
have been anticipated in time to provide effec- 
tually against its consequences. On the other 
hand, the tardy movements of the militia, called 
on from the neighboring States for the defence of 
the city, and their consequent failure to arrive in 
time, at the scene of action, whatever may have 
occasioned it, may undoubtedly be considered as 
the principal cause of the catastrophe that fol- 
lowed. 

How far the troops who had arrived, and were 
present, might, under the guidance of different 
management, have sueceeded in retarding the 
enemy, and, with the aid of the reinforcements 
hourly expected, in finally repulsing him, it is not 
for me to decide: and it isa question on which 
even military men may not perhaps agree. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. W. CAMPBELL. 


Hon. R. M. Jounson, &c. 


SUBSISTING THE ARMY. 


[Communicated to the House, January 25, 1815.] 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
November, 12, 1814. 

Sire: I am instrueted by the Committee on 
Military Affairs to ask information on the follow- 
ing points: 

i. What is the present mode of subsisting the 
army ? 

2. If by contracts, what are the defects, if any. 
and the remedy ? 

3. Whether any other mode cam be adopted, 
combining, in a greater degree, certainty and 
promptitude with economy and responsibility ? 

4. Whether the alternative offered by law, of 
substituting commissaries to contractors, has been 
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adopted; and if yes, what has been the general 


result ? ne 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration 


ee G. M. TROUP 





War Department, Dec. 23, 1814. 


Sir: Not wishing to rely altogether on my 
own judgment in replying to your inquiries re- 
lating to the best mode of subsisting the troops of 
the United States, I have consulted the officers of 
greatest experience who were within my reach, 
on the presumption that 1 should best promote 
the views of the committee, by collecting all the 
light that I could on the subject. I have the 
honor now to submit to you a letter from General 
Scott, one from General Gaines, and one from 
Colonel Fenwick, which meet fully those inqui- 
ries in every circumstance. These officers give 
a decided preference to the system of supply by 
commissaries, in preference to that by contractors ; 
and I have reason to believe that the officers gen- 
erally concur with them in that preference. It 
has my unqualified assent. 

Should the proposed plan be adopted, it will 
readily occur to the committee that the commis- 
saries to be appointed should be placed on a very 
respectable footing ; so high a trust should be com- 
mitted to such of our citizens only as are most dis- 
tinguished for their abilities, their patriotism, and 
integrity. Ishall be happy to furnish details on 
this subject, should the honorable committee de- 
sire it. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. Mr. Troop. 





General Scoti’s Remarks. 


Observations on the mode of subsisting an Army by 
Contract and by Commissariat. 


The first method is believed to be impolitic, 
and is vicious in time of war; also liable to many 
objections in a state of peace. In time of war, 
contractors may betray an army ; they are not 
confidentiai and responsible agents, appointed by 
the Government. The principal only is known 
to the War Office, and therefore may be sup- 
posed to be free from this objection ; but his dep- 
uties and issuing agents are appointed without 
the concurrence or knowledge of the General or 
the Government. The deputies or issuing agents 
are necessarily as well acquainted with the nu- 
merical strength of the army to which they are 
attached, as the Adjutant General himself. For 
a bribe they may communicate this intelligence 
to the enemy, or fail to make issues at some crit- 
ical moment, and thus defeat the best views 
and hopes of the Commander-in-chief. The 
movements of an army are necessarily subor- 
dinate to its means of subsistence; or, as Mar- 
shal Saxe expresses it, to considerations connected 
with the belly. The present mode of subsisting 
our armies, puts the contractors above the Gen- 
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eral. If a contractor corresponds with the enemy 
he can only be tried by the civil courts of the 
United States, as in the case of other persons 
charged with treason ; (courts martial having de- 
cided that contractors do not come within the 
meaning of the 60th article of the rules and ar. 
ticles of war ;) and if a contractor fails to make 
issues, he can only be punished by civil actions, 
I speak of cases arising within the limits of the 
United States. In the enemy’s country, I sup- 
ose, a General, who knows his duty, would not 
ail to hang a contractor who chonld, by guilty 
neglect or corruption, bring any serious dis- 
aster upon the army. A sudden event frequently 
obliges a General to order troops to a distant and 
new station; notice is given to this contractor 
to supply, &c. ; but the latter, finding that prompt 
arrangements will diminish his profits, pleads a 
want of reasonable notice. This term is indefi- 
nite, and if the General and contractor differ, it 
can only be settled by a court of common law. 
It is no reply to his objection to say, that, ona 
sudden emergency, like that supposed, the Gen- 
eral may appoint a special agent to supply the 
troops, by purchases on account of the United 
States. This would only show the superiority 
of a commissariat. 

The interests of the contractor are in precise 
opposition to those of the troops. The checks 
provided by the contract may be sufficient to pre- 
vent abuse, if the officers are vigilant and have 
leisure to resort to those checks; but when the 
army is on a forced march, or is maneuvering in 
the face of the enemy, the contractor has it in his 
power to practise many impositions with impu- 
nity, as in the case of an army or detachment or- 
dered to march on short notice, to take with it 
subsistence for a given time. In such case, there 
is no time for a formal survey or minute inspec- 
tion of the rations offered by the contractor, ac- 
cording to the mode pointed out in the contract. 
The contractor avails himself of the hurry of the 
moment, and issues provisions deficient in quan- 
tity and quality. Unless the rations, before they 
are received by the regimental quartermaster, 
are surveyed and condemned, there is no remedy 
except by a civil action on the case, as between 
citizen and citizen. Contractors, as before ob- 
served,are notamenabletocourts martial. Every 
option given to the contractor under the contract, 
operates to the prejudice of the troops, and fre- 
quently embarrasses the General: as in the case of 
bread or flour, either of which the contractor may 
issue at pleasure. Eighteen ounces of flour will 
yield twenty-seven of bread; therefore, when the 
soldier finds it convenient to bake his own bread, 
or to commute his flour for twenty or twenty-one 
ounces of bread, the contractor will not choose 
to issue flour, because he too finds the same con- 
venience, and reserves to himself the profit. Un- 
der other circumstances, when both the soldier 
and contractor find it inconvenient or impossible 
to bake bread, the latter avails himself of his op- 
tion, and issues flour. Under this uncertainty, it 
is impossible for the General to calculate any 
march with precision. When the troops receive 
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flour instead of bread, more time must be allowed 
for cooking. It is this option which prevents the 
General from obliging the contractor to provide 
magazines of hard bread for prompt movements 
and expeditions, in which bread wagons cannot 
follow the troops. Hard bread occupies, com- 
paratively, but little space. To attain an import- 
ant object, every soldier may very well carry in 
his haversack five or six days’ bread (without 
meat) and thus march more than one hundred 
miles independent of ovens, wagons, or contrac- 
tors. Our armies have sometimes been supplied 
with hard bread in the following manner: The 
contractor delivers flour, and has credit for so 
many rations of that article as are contained in 
the barrels delivered at once. The Quartermas- 
ter General causes the flour to be converted into 
hard bread, at the expense of the United States. 
The bread is then turned over to the contractor, 
who issues it to the troops, receiving a certain per 
centage for histrouble. Nothingcan more clearly 
demonstrate the necessity of appointing commis- 
sariats to supply the army in the place of con- 
tractors. It is almost impossible for the General 
to compel the contractor to supply the troops re- 
gularly with soap and vinegar (component parts 
of the rations) because the trouble of procuring 
them generally exceeds the contract prices of 
these articles; and yet, nothing can be more es- 
sential to the cleanliness and health of troops. 
The contractor generally endeavors to give whis- 
key in the way of commutation, which costs the 
officers much exertion to prevent. If the contract 
system is continued, I would recommend diminish- 
ing the allowance for whiskey, and the reverse 
for vinegar, soap, and candles. 

It would be endless to trace the petty villanies 
which contractors are daily tempted to commit, 
to the prejudice of the troops, arising out of this 
opposition of interests before noticed. The in- 
terests of the contractor put him perpetually on 
the alert. The vigilance of the officer is some- 
times necessarily relaxed. There is no such op- 
position between duty and interest in the case of 
commissariats, who purchase and issue on account 
of Government. A commissary, if destitute of 
character, might be disposed to charge the Gov- 
ernment more fora barrel of whiskey, or a bul- 
lock, or flour, than the article cost him; but it 
can never be his interest to impose unsound pro- 


to enforce the contract, and insure regular supplies 
of rations, having failed, I am compelled to resort 
to this mode of seeking a remedy. 

The sub-contractor at Wilmington has not fur- 
nished a day’s rations for near two weeks past. 
The sub-contractor at Billingsport, New Jersey, 
as well as the one at Marcus Hook, our principal 
encampment, have, in defiance of my frequent 
orders and threats, and contrary to their contract, 
contrived to palm upon the troops the coarsest and 
cheapest provisions, and such as are often dam- 
aged. To effect this criminal species of specula- 
tion, they keep in store little more, and often not 
as much, as is necessary to meet the returns from 
day to day; hence the troops are often compelled 
to draw damaged provisions, or draw none at all. 
This conduct, on the part of the sub-contractors, 
occasioned yesterday, at Marcus Hook, such se- 
rious disorders in some of the corps, that it be- 
came necessary to confine two young officers, and 
some twenty men; and I this evening received a 
report from Billingsport, that the troops there 
have been all day without provisions, the rations 
offered for issue in the morning being so much 
damaged as to require their condemnation. I 
have _ now purchased and forwarded a supply. 
The New Jersey militia are very orderly. 

I have uniformly given the best attention in my 
power, ever since the commencement of the war, 
to the supply of rations, and the conduct of con- 
tractors; and if I were called before Heaven to 
answer whether we have not lost more men by 
the badness of provisions than by the fire of the 
enemy, I should give it as my opinion that we 
had. And if asked what causes have tended most 
to retard our military operations, and repress that 
high spirit of enterprise for which the American 
soldiers are pre-eminently distinguished, and the 
indulgence of which would not fail to veteranize 
our troops by the annoyance and destruction of 
the enemy, 1 should say, the irregularity in the 
supply, and badness of the rations, have been the 
principal causes. 

Original contractors seem to be a privileged 
order of men, who, by virtue of the profits of the 
contract, are elevated above the drudgery which 
a common-sense view of the contract would seem 
to impose on them. They take care to secure to 
themselves at least one cent per ration, leaving a 
second and sometimes a third order of miserable 


visions on the troops. It is presumed that, if | under-contractors to perform the duties, and each 


a commissariat be resorted to, the officers com- 
posing it will be appointed on the usual evidences 
of character, and subjected to martial law. It 
will not be necessary to give them rank, except 
as it respects each other, as Commissary Gen- 
eral, Deputy and Assistant Commissary General. 
Such is the practice in the French and English 


armies, 
W. SCOTT. 





General Gaines’s remarks on Contracts for Pro- 
visions, Fc. 


Sir: I regret to be under the necessity of trou- 
bling you with complaints, but my own exertions 


of these must calculate on making money. . Thus 
the contract, after being duly entered into at 
Washington, is bid off, until it falls into the hands 
of men who are forced to bear certain loss and 
ultimate ruin, or commit frauds by furnishing 
damaged provisions. They generally choose the 
latter, though it should tend to destroy the Army. 
I know the opinion of no officer on this subject 
who does not think with me. 

It is true, that, in most cases where purchases 
have been ordered by the General, on the failures 
of the contractor, the provisions have cost more 
than the ordinary contract price. But this proves 
nothing in favor of the contract system ; but, on 
the contrary, proves that the contractor, when una- 
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ble to purchase below the contract price, with- 
draws himself from the service, and leaves the 
troops to suffer, or be supplied by order of the 
General, with little or no previous notice, so that 
the purchasing officer is obliged to take what can 
be got, at the highest prices. And these failures 
generally take place when near the enemy, and 
where regular supplies are most wanted. The 

urchases are ordered by the General, and made 
the officers when their time is most precious, 
and their attention constantly called to their reg- 
ular duties. Under these circumstances, it is in 
vain to expect purchases at very low prices. But 
if} instead of a contractor, a commissioned officer 
should be authorized to supply the rations at the 
original cost of the provisions, and should be 
allowed a little time to look out for the best mar- 
kets, and be enabled by punctual payments to sup- 
port the public credit, I have no doubt that the 
supplies would not only be good and regular, but 
even lower than they can be under any contract 
system. Commissioned officers only should be 
employed in this duty—men who stand most sol- 
emnily — to serve the United States honestly 
and faithfully, and to obey orders—men who may 
be cashiered or capitally punished by military 
law, for negleet of duty, or for fraudulent prac- 
tices. 

I feel persuaded that I could, with the assist- 
ance of one of the general staff, and the regimental 
quartermasters, supply the troops altogether and 
completely, without being more frequently called 
from my other duties than the neglects in the 
contractor’s department have usually called me. 
If you should deem an experiment desirable, I will 
most cheerfully undertake it, and pledge myself 
that the rations shall not cost more than eighteen 
cents, and probably not so much. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
E. P. GAINES. 
Hon. James Monroe, Sec’ry of War. 





Colonel Fenwick’s remarks onsupplying the Arrvy 
with provisions. 
Wasuineron, Dec, 23, 1814. 


In conformity with your commands, I have the 
honor of reporting to you the present means of vic- 
tualling our Army by contract, the impositions and 
danger attending such a mode of supply, and the 
necessity of destroying the evil by substituting a 
commissariat. 

Contracts are never fulfilled to the letter, and ne- 
ver will be so long as avarice exists. And, where 
so many opportunities present themselves to the 
military contractor for imposition and fraud, we 
must expect he will avail himself of them. That 
his fortune may be made with too great rapidity 
for the comfort and health of the soldier, every 
expedient is resorted to to increase his profits. 
Bread half baked, sour flour, damaged meat, are 
amongst the many resources they employ. More 
than half the issues are made without the smaller 
parts of the rations. Vinegar, soap, and candles, 
are retained under the most frivolous excuses ; 


and you are, sir, sensible how conducive to the 
soldier’s health must be both soap and vinegar, 
These evils I have witnessed in every part of the 
country. Seldom could the wrong be redresseg 

ecause the commanding officer had not the means: 
the abuse could not be punished; the contractor 
was beyond his control. Discontent was excited 
amongst the men, but complaint is often found 
unprofitable ; for, if the provisions are condemned, 
the agent is so dilatory in replacing them, that 
the men get no food for the greater part if not the 
whole of that day.* These are the causes of 
complaint with the Army, and the best-planned 
operations may be frustrated by the perverse or 
tardy contractor, or his dishonest agent, who, if 
base enough to defraud the soldier, would be 
equally so in communicating with the enemy. 
The history of all the wars in Europe is big with 
treachery, whenever a Power depended for its 
supplies on contractors. Numerous are the in- 
stances of failures of expeditions in the wars of 
Marlborough and Frederick. Contractors or their 
agents were the principals in the mischief. In 
our own campaigns{ we have already experienced 
thisevil. Many other reasons might be adduced, 
how and why supplies will fail, if this system of 
contract is continued. It does not exist in any 
army in Europe. It has proven itself fallacious 
aud expensive in a high degree. Even the Brit 
ish, riveted as they are to old habits, have been 
compelled to abandon it, and assume the commis. 
sariat of the Continent. Lord Wellington speaks 
of the impossibility of supplying his army in 
Spain by any other means. There is not an offi- 
cer or soldier in the Army who would not peti- 
tion you to do away this destructive system, and 
substitute commissaries, who would be actuated 
by feeling, honor, and the fear of disgrace. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with very great re- 
spect and consideration, your obedient servant, 


JOHN R. FENWICK. 


RELATIVE POWERS OF THE GENERAL 
AND STATE GOVERNMENTS OVER THE 
MILITIA. 


[Communicated to the Senate, February 28, 1815.] 


Mr. Gites made the following report: 

The Committee of the Senate on Military Af- 
fairs, understanding that serious differences of 
opinion existed between the Executive authority 
of the United States and the authorities of some 
of the individual States, respecting the relative 
powers of the General and State Governments 
over the militia, deemed it an incumbent duty on 
them to call for information upon that highly in- 
teresting subject, with a view of interposing, if 
found practicable, some legislative provisions for 
the mutual accommodation of such differences. 
For this purpose, on the 7th January last, in vir- 
tue of instructions from the committee, a letter 





* Occurred at New York. 
t At Black Creek, Upper Canada. 
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was addressed to the honorable Secretary for the 
Department of War, a copy of which accom pa- 
nies this reports and, in reply thereto, the com- 
mittee received from him the letter and documents 
which also accompany this report. 

Although the return of peace has, for the pres- 
ent, relieved the committee from the necessity of 
providing a legislative remedy for these unfortu- 
nate differences, yet the committee conceive that 
the points in question are of vital importance to 
the essential rights and powers of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and that the preten- 
sions of the authorities of the States of an 
chusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, set up 
in opposition thereto, if now acquiesced in, might 
be resumed by the State authorities in the event 
of a future war, and thus deprive the Government 
of the United States of some-of its most efficient 
legitimate means of prosecuting such war with 
vigor and effect; the committee have therefore 
thought proper to present the papers concerning 
this subject to the Senate, for consideration. 

Whilst the committee will refrain from enter- 
ing into arguments to fortify the grounds taken 
by the Executive Government on this subject, 
and explained in the letter of the Secretary for 
the Department of War, they feel themselves im- 
pelled by a sense of justice to express a decided 
approbation of its conduct, in supporting and pre- 
serving the Constitution of the United States 
against the effects of the pretensions of the State 
authorities aforesaid, which, after full considera- 
tion, the committee believe not warranted by the 
Constitution, nor deducible fromany fair and just 
interpretation of its principles and objects. The 
direct and inevitable tendencies of those preten- 
sions, in the opinion of the committee, would be, 
to deprive the Government of the United States 
of powers essentially necessary to insure the 
common defence, one of the great objects com- 
mitted to its charge ; to introduce discordant and 
contradictory counsels into the national delibera- 
tions, upon a point, too, of all others, most re- 
quiring union of thought and of action ; to change 
the fundamental character of the Constitution 
itself, and thus eventually to produce its destruc- 
tion, by debilitating the Government, and render- 
ing it incompetent to the great objects of its 
institution ; and to substitute in its stead the dis- 
memberment of these United States, with all the 
horrible consequences respectively resulting from 
disunion. 





Committee Cuamper, Jan. 7, 1815. 


Sir: The Committee of the Senate on Military 
Affairs having observed that differences exist be- 
tween the authorities of the United States and of 
some of the individual States, respecting the rela- 
tive command of the officers of the regular army 
and of the militia, when called to act together in 
certain cases, has instructed me to ask for such 
information upon that subject as may be in pos- 
session of your Department; and to inquire whe- 
ther, in your judgment, some legislative provisions 
might not be adopted, which would tend to heal 


such differences, to prevent the recurrence of 

others from the same cause, and to facilitate the 

operations of your Department in that respect ? 
Be pleased, sir, to accept assurances of my high 


consideration, &c. ; 
WM. B. GILES, 
Chairman. 
Hon. Jas. Monros, 
Secretary of War. 





DeparRTMENT oF War, Feb, 11, 1815. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter of the 7th ultimo, stating that the Military 
Committee of the Senate had observed that diffi- 
culties had arisen between the authorities of the 
United States and some of the individual States, 
respecting the relative command of the officers 
of the regular army and of the militia, when called 
to act together, and were desirous of such infor- 
mation on the subject as this Department might 
possess, and of its opinion whether some legisla- 
tive provisions might not be adopted which would 
tend to heal such differences, to prevent the recur- 
rence of the like for the same causes, and to fa- 
cilitate the operations of the Department in other 
respects. 

My late indisposition will, I trust, explain satis- 
factorily to the committee the cause of the delay 
of my answer, which I have much regretted. 

In complying with the request of the commit- 
tee, it has appeared to me advisable to communi- 
cate all the documents in this Department rela- 
ting to the objects of its inquiry. By a detailed 
view of the several measures which have been 
adopted by the President, since the war, for the 
defence of the country, in discharge of the duties 
imposed on him by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States; of the objections to those 
measures by the Executives of some of the States; 
and of the correspondence between this Depart- 
ment and the military authorities acting under 
it, with the Executives of such States, the com- 
mittee will see the grounds of the differences 
which have attracted attention, and be enabled 
to judge how far any legislative interposition 
may be useful or proper. 

The paper A contains a copy of the letters of 
the Secretary of War to the Governors of the 
several States, detailing their respective quotas 
of militia, under the acts of Congress. 

B is a copy of a report of the Secretary of War 
to the Military Committees of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, bearing date on the 
2ist day of December, 1812, communicating a 
division of the United States into military dis- 
tricts, then contemplated by the Department of 
War, with the reasons for it ; which division, with 
certain modifications, was afterwards adopted. 
This report treats on some subjects not imme- 
diately within the scope of the call of the com- 
mittee, yet, treating in all its parts on the import- 
ant subject of defence, and thereby intimately 
connected with the object of the call, I have 
thought that a view of the whole paper, at this 
time, would not be unacceptable. 
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C is a copy of the answers of the Governors of 
several of the States to the Department of War, 
on the requisitions made for parts of their quotas 
of militia under the several acts of Congress, and 
of the correspondence which passed between them 
and the Department of War, and commanders of 
the military districts, acting under it, within 


which those States were. 


D is a opt of the correspondence between the 

ew Jersey and the Department of 
War, relating to the appointment of the Governor 
of New York to the command of the military 
district No. 3; a copy of this correspondence is 
presented, to communicate to the committee every 
circumstance that has occurred relating to the 
command of the militia in the service of the Uni- 


Governor o 


ted States. 


It appears by these documents, that the Gov- 
ernors of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island, have ol:jected to the requisitions made on 
their several States, for parts of their respective 
quotas of militia, on the following grounds: Ist. 
That the President has no power to make a requi- 
sition for any portion of the militia, for either of 
the purposes specified by the Constitution, unless 
xecutive of the State, on whose militia such 
call is made, admits that the case alleged exists, 
and approves the call. 2d. That, when the mili- 
tia of a State should be called into the service of 


the 


the United States, no officer of the regular army 


had a right to command them, or other person, 
not an officer of the militia, except the President 
These being the 
ave arisen between the 


of the United States in person. 
only difficulties which 
Executive of the United States and the Execu- 
tives of any of the individual States, relative to 
the command of the militia, known to this De- 
partment, are, it is presumed, those respecting 
which the committee has asked information. 

By these documents it is also shown, that cer- 
tain portions of the militia were called out by the 
Executives of these States, and a part of them 
put into the service of the United States. These 
doctrines were nevertheless adhered to. I do not 
go into a detail on these points, deeming it unne- 
cessary, as all the facts will be found in the 
documents. 

Respecting, as I do, and always have done, the 
rights of the individual States, and believing that 
the preservation of those rights, in their full ex- 
tent, according to a just construction of the prin- 
ciples of our Constitution, is necessary to the ex- 
istence of our Union, and of free government in 
these States, I take a deep interest in every ques- 
tion which involves such high considerations. I 
have no hesitation, however, in declaring it as 
my opinion, that the construction given to the 
Constitution, by the Executives of these States, 
is repugnant to its principles, and of dangerous 
tendency. 

By the Constitution, Congress has power to 
provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
repel invasions ; to provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and disciplining the militia, and for govern- 
ing such part of them as may be employed in 
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attacks in many quarters, 
active spectators of the dangers which surround 








ee 





the service of the United States, reserving to the 
States, respectively, the appointment of the off. 
7 and the authority of training the militia ac. 
cor 

The President is likewise made 
in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the Uniteg 
States, and of the militia of the severa) States 
when called into the actual service of the United 
States. 

The power which is thus given to Congress 
by the people of the United States, to provide for 
calling forth the militia, for the purposes specified 
in the Constitution, is wneoddtelonl. It isa 
complete power, vested in the National Govern. 
ment, extending to all these purposes. If it was 
dependent on the assent of the Executives of the 
individual States, it might be entirely frustrated, 
The character of the Government would undergo 
an entire and radical change. The State Exe. 
eutives might deny that the case had occurred 
which justified the call, and withhold the militia 
from the service of the General Government. 

It was obviously the intention of the framers 
of the Constitution, that these powers, vested in 
the General Government, should be independent 
of the States’ authorities, and adequate to the 
ends proposed. Terms more comprehensive than 
those which have been used cannot well be con- 
ceived. Congress shall have power to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the Union. What laws? All laws which 
may be constitutionally made. Whatever laws 
are adopted for that purpose, within the just 
scope of that power, which do not violate the re- 
straints provided in favor of the great fundamen- 
tal principles of liberty, are Constitutional, and 
ought to be obeyed. They have a right to pro- 
vide for calling forth the militia to suppress in- 
surrections. This right is also wnqueliied. It 
extends to every case of insurrection against the 
legitimate authority of the United States. It 
may be said that the Government may abuse its 
authority, and force the people into insurrection, 
in defence of their rights. Ido not think that 
this is a probable danger under our system ; or 
that it is the mode of redress, even if such abuse 
should be practised, which a free people, jealous 
of their rights, ought to resort to. The right 
which they have to change their representatives, 
in the Legislative and Executive branches of the 
Government, at short intervals, and, thereby, 
the whole system of measures, if they should 
think proper, is an ample security against the 
abuse, and a remedy for it, if it should ever occur. 
Congress have also a right to provide for calling 
forth the militia to repel invasions. This right, 
by fair construction, is, in my judgment, an ex- 
emplification of the power over the militia, to 
enable the Government to prosecute the war 
with effect, and not the limitation of it, by strict 
construction, to the special case of a descent of 
the enemy on any particular part of our terri- 
tory. War exists; the enemy is powerful; his 
preparations are extensive; we may expect his 
i Shall we remain in- 
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ing to the discipline prescribed by Congress, 
Commander. 
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tothe | | us, without making the arrangements suggested | prove that, from the nature of our population, the 1 : 
he off. F- by an ordinary instinctive foresight, for our de-| militia was the force which, in his judgment, re 
la ac. fence? Aregulararmy, in sufficient extent, may | ought principally to be relied on for all national Le 
‘gress, | not exist. The militia is the principal resource. | purposes. — rt 
ander- | Js it possible that a free people would thus inten-| In the instances under consideration, powers LF 
United | tionally trammel a Government which they had | are granted to Congress for specified purposes, in Vi 
States, | created for the purpose of sustaining them in their} distinct terms. A right to carry powers, thus Le 
Jnited | just rank, and in the enjoyment of all their rights, | granted, into effect, follows of course. The Gov- i 
- asa nation, against the encroachments of other| ernment to whom they are granted must judge es 
ngress |  Powers,more especially after they had experienced | of the means necessary for the purpose, subject ne 
ide for that reliance could not be placed on the States | to the checks provided by the system. It adopts fe 
ecified [| individually, and that, without a General Gov-|a measure authorized, supervises its execution, ie 
| isa [} ernment, thus endowed, their best interests would | and sees the impediments to it. It has a right to ia 
Vern. be sacrificed, and even their independence inse-| amend the law to carry the power into effect. 1 
it was - cure? A necessary consequence of so complete | If any doubt existed on this point, in any case, et 
ofthe — and absolute a restraint on the power of the Gen- | on general principles, and I see cause for none, it a 
rated, 3 eral Government over the militia, would be to} cannot in the present—a power having been ex- if 
dergo - force the United States to resort to standing ar- | plicitly granted to Congress, by the Constitution, id 
Exe. - mies for all national purposes. A policy so/j to pass all necessary and proper laws for carrying ie. 
Urred fraught with mischief, and so absurd, ought not| into execution the powers which are vested in 38 
vilitia - to be imputed toa free people in this enlightened | the General Government. |e 
it. _ age. It ought not, more especially, to be im- Equally unfounded, in my opinion, is the other lied 
imers _ puted to the good people of these States. Such | objection of the Executives of the States above- A 
ed in - a construction of the Constitution is, in my | mentioned, that when the militia of a State are a 
ndent _ opinion, repugnant to their highest interests, to| called into the service of the United States, no ig 
> the the unequivocal intention of its framers, and to | officer of the regular army, or other person, not a a 
than —| the just and obvious import of the instrument | militia officer, except the President of the United La 
con- itself. States, in person, has a right to command them. ie 
vide The construction given to the Constitution, by| When the militia are called into the service of i 
laws _ the Executive is sanctioned by legislative author- | the United States, all State authority over them 
hich _ ity, by the practice of the Government, and by | ceases. They constitute a part of the national 
laws _ the assent and acquiescence of all the States, since | force, for the time, as essentially as do the troops 
just _ the adoption of the Constitution, to the period of | of the regular army. Like the regular troops, 
e re- _ the late unhappy differences, respecting which | they are paid by the nation. Like them, their 
nen- the committee has desired to be informed. By | operations are directed by the same Government. 
and the law of 1795, the President is authorized to| The circumstance, that the officers of the militia 
pro- call forth the militia, for the purposes mentioned | are appointed by, and trained under, the authority 
s in- in the Constitution, by a direct application to the | of the State, individually, (which must, however, i 
It _ militia officers, without any communication with, | be done according to the discipline prescribed by \ 
the _ or reference to, the Executives of the individual | Congress,) produces no effect on the great charac- | 
It _ States, and penalties are prescribed for carrying | ter of our political institutions, or on the charac- 
» its _ the law into effect, should resort to them be neces- | ter and duties of the militia, when called into the 
ion, _ sary. It merits attention, in regard to the ques- | service of the United States. 
that _ tion under consideration, that the power given to That the President, alone, has a right to com- 
: or the President to call forth the militia, not made | mand the militia in person when called into the 
use _ dependent, by this law, on the fact of an invasion | service of the United States, and that no officer 
lous having actually occurred, but takes effect in case | of the regular army can take the command in his 
ight of imminent danger of it. In the year 1795, the | absence, is a construction for which I can see 
ves, President of the United States, on the certificate | nothing in the Constitution to afford the slightest 
the of a Judge of the Supreme Court, that an insur-| pretext. Is it inferred from the circumstance, 
by, rection existed in the western parts of Pennsyl-| that he is appointed Commander-in-Chief of the 
uld vania, called out the militia of the several States | militia when called into the service of the United ie 
the including the militia of Pennsylvania, to suppress | States? The same clause appoints him Com- tf 
ur. it; which call was obeyed. In this instance, the | mander-in-Chief of the land and naval forces of the 
ing assent of the Governor of Pennsylvania to the| United States. In construction of law he is Com- i 
ht, existence of an insurrection was not asked. Gen-| mander-in-Chief, though not present. His pres- F 
ex. eral Washington, who then held the office of| ence is not contemplated in eithercase. Equally 5 
to Chief Magistrate, relied exclusively on the pow- | necessary is it in the one as in the other. What i} 
rar ers of the General Government for the purpose. | has been the practice under the Constitution, com- i 
ict The opinion of the same Chief Magistrate, of the | mencing with the first Chief Magistrate, and pur- uy 
of power of the General Government over the mili- | suing it under his successors, to the present time ? 4 
ri- tia, was also made known by another distinguished | Has any President ever commanded, in person, i 
Lis act of his Administration. By a report of Gen-| either the land and naval forces, or the militia ? i 
iis eral Knox, the then Secretary of War, to Con-| Is it not known that the power to do it is vested ef 
n- gress, this doctrine is maintained tothe utmost ex-| in him, principally, for the purpose of giving him y 
nd tent, and exemplifications of it insisted on, which | the control over the military and naval opera- i‘ 
at 
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tions, being a necessary attribute of the executive 
branch of the Government? That, although he 
might take the command of all the forces under 
it, no President has ever done it? That.a provi- 
sion for the actual command is an object of legis- 
lative regulation, and the selection of the person 
to whom committed of executive discretion. 
Under the commander, all officers of every spe- 
cies of service and corps, regular and militia, 
acting together, take rank with common consent, 
and perfect harmony, according to an article of 
war, sanctioned by the Constitution. By this 
article, the officers of the regular army take rank 
of those of the militia of the same grade, without 
regard to the dates of their commissions, and offi- 
cers of any and every grade of the militia take 
rank of all officers of inferior grade of the regular 
army. When these troops serve together they 
constitute but one national force. They are gov- 
erned by the same articles of war. The details 
for detachment, guard, or any other service, are 
made from them equally. They are, in truth, 
blended together, as much as are the troops of 
the regular army when acting by themselves 


only. 

The idea advanced by the honorable Judges of 
Massachusetts, that, where the regular troops 
and militia act together, and are commanded in 
person by the President, who withdraws, there 
ean be no chief commander, of right, of either 
species of force, over the whole, but that the reg- 
ulars and militia, as implied, may even be con- 
sidered as allied forces, is a consequence of the 
construction for which they contend. It pushes 
the doctrine of State rights further than I have 
ever known it to be carried in any other instance. 
It is only in the case of Powers who are com- 
pletely independent of each other, and who main- 
tain armies, and prosecute war, against a com- 
mon enemy, for objects equally distinct and 
independent, that this doctrine can apply. It does 
not apply to the case of one independent Power 
who takes into its service the troops of another : 
for then the command is always at the disposal 
of the Power making war, and employing such 
troops, whether regular or militia. How much 
less does it apply to the case under considera- 
tion, where there is but one Power, and one 
Government, and the troops, whether regular or 
militia, though distinguished by shades of charac- 
ter, constitute but one people, and are, in fact. 
countrymen, friends, and brethren. 

The President is in himself no bond of union 
in that respect. He holds his station as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the land and naval forces, 
and militia, under a Constitution which binds us 
together as one people, for that and many other 
important purposes. His absence would not 
dissolve the bond. It would not revive discord- 
ant latent claims, or become a signal for disor- 
ganization. 

The judiciousselection of the chief commander, 
for any expedition or important station, is an 
object of high interest to the nation. Success 
often depends on it. The right to do this appears 
to me to have been explicitly vested in the Presi- 


dent, by the authority given to Congress to pro- 
vide for calling forth the militia, for organizing, 
arming, disciplining, and governing them, when 
employed in the service of the United States, 
and by the powers vested in him as Chief Exe- 
cutive of the United States. The rights of that 
highly respectable and virtuous body of our fel- 
low-citizens, are, I am persuaded, completely se- 
cured, when the militia officers commanding 
corps are retained in their command—a Major 
General over his division, a Brigadier over his 
brigade, a Colonel over his regiment, and the in- 
ferior officers in their respectivestations. These 
= are not injured or affected by the exercise 
of the right of the Chief Magistrate; a right 
incident to the Executive power, equally appli- 
cable to évery species of force, and of high im- 
portance to the public, to appoint a commander 
over them, of the regular army, when employed 
in the service of the United States, if he should 
deem it expedient. The rights of the militia 
officers and those of the General Government 
are strictly compatible with each other. There 
is no collision between them. To displace mil- 
itia officers for the employment of regulars, or to 
multiply commands of a separate character, espe- 
cially of small bodies, for that purpose, would be 
improper. 

Ia dividing the United States into military dis- 
tricts, and placing a General of the regular Army 
in command in each, with such a portion of the 
regular force, artillery, and infantry, as could be 
spared from other service, it was the object of 
the President to afford the best protection to 
every part of the Union that cireumstances would 
admit of, with the least burden which might be 
possible to the people. These commanders were 
specially charged with the defence of their re- 
spective districts. It was enjgined on them to 
watch the movements of the enemy, to communi- 
cate them to the Government, and to execute its 
orders in summoning to the field, on menace of 
invasion, such portions of the quotas of the mili- 
tia of each State, within their respective districts, 
as had been provided for by act of Congress, and 
detailed by this Department, as were thought 
necessary. 

When this arrangement was entered into, it 
will be observed that there was no menace of im- 
mediate invasion, and but few militia in the field. 
It was intended as a measure of precaution, to 
guard against possible, but, as was hoped and pre- 
sumed, distant dangers. The Executive had then 
no alternative between that arrangement and any 
other. The militia officers of rank afforded none. 
They were at home; for the Executive has no 
power, under existing laws, to call them into the 
field, without a command of men suited to their 
rank; and, even when thus called forth, their 
term of service must expire with that of the men 
whom they command. These facts show, that 
nothing was more remote from the intentions of 
the Government than to disregard the just claims 
of our fellow-citizens of the militia. ‘They show, 
also, how difficult it is to provide, by any arrange- 
ment which can be adopted, for a general and 
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rmanent defence of our principal cities and sea- 

rd, without employing officers who are always 

in service, in the-priacipal commands at least, for 
the purpose. 

It is admitted that, by the increased pressure of 
the war, in:consequence of which much larger 
bodies of militia have been called into service, 
and with them many General officers of experi- 
ence and merit, these difficulties have proportion- 
ably diminished. Of these officers several have 
been already advanced to distinguished com- 
mands, with great satisfaction to their fellow- 
citizens, and advantage to their country. The 
committee may be assured that opportunities of 
this kind, regarding the obligation of a just re- 
sponsibility, will be seized by the Executive with 
pleasure. 

How far these differences may be healed, or the 
recurrence of the like in future be prevented, by 
legislative provisions, the committee, on a full 
view of these documents, and on a due consider- 
ation of the whole subject, will be able to decide. 
It.is proper, however, to remark, that the divisions 
of the country into military districts, so far as re- 
lates to that special object, requires no legislative 
sanction, if, indeed it admits of one. The defini- 
tion of boundary was intended for the purpose of 
prescribing a limit to the civil duties, if they may 
be so called, rather than the military, of the com- 
mander of each district; rather to the period pre- 
ceding an invasion, with a view to the necessary 

reparatory measures for repelling it, than after 
it should take place. An invasion by a large 
force would probably require the concentration 
of all our troops along the seacoast, who might be 
brought to act in it. In such an event, all limi- 
tations of boundary to the several commanders 
would cease. The march of the enemy would 
regulate that of our armies, who would from 
every quarter be directed against them. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 


JAMES MONROE. 


A 


Copy of a letter from William Eustis, Secretary of 
War, to the Governors of States, dated 
War Department, April 15, 1812. 

I am instructed by the President of the United 
States to call upon the Executives of the several 
States to take effectual measures to organize, arm, 
and equip, according to law, and hold in readi- 
ness, to march at a moment’s warning, their re- 
spective proportions of one hundred thousand 
militia, officers included, by virtue of an act of 
Congress passed the 10th instant, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States.” 

This, therefore, is to require your Excellency 
to take effectual measures for having —— of the 
militia of (being her quota) detached and 
duly organized in companies, battalions, regi- 
ments, brigades, and divisions, within the short- 
est periods that circumstances will permit, and 
as nearly as possible in the following proportions 
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of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, viz: one-twen- 
tieth part of artillery, one-twentieth part of cav- 
alry, and the residue infantry. 

here will, however, be no objection, on the 
part of the President of the United States, to the 
admission of a proportion of riflemen, duly organ- 
ized in distinct corps, and not exceeding one-tenth 
part of the whole quota of the States, respectively. 
Each corps should be properly armed and equip- 
ped for actual service. 

When the detachment and organization shall 
have been effected, the respective corps will be 
exercised under the officers set over them; but 
will not remain embodied, or be considered asin 
actual service, until, by subsequent orders, they 
shall be directed to take the field. 

Your Excellency will please to direct that cor- 
rect muster-rolls and inspection returns be made 
of the several corps, and that copies thereof be 
transmitted to this Department as early as possible. 








Copy of a letter from William Eustis, Esq., Se 
of War, to the Governor of Massachusetts, dated 


War Department, June 12, 1812. 
Srr: 1 am directed by the President to request 
our Excellency to order into the service of the 
nited States, on the requisition of Major Gene- 
ral Dearborn, such part of the quota of the militia 
of Massachusetts, detached conformably to the 
act of the 10th April, 1812, as he may deem ne- 
cessary for the defence of the seacoast. 
Iam, &c. 
Norsz.—A similar letter, addressed to the Governors 
of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire. 





Copy of a letter from William Eustis, Secretary of 
War, to his Excellency Caleb Strong, Governor of 
Massachusetts, dated 

Jury 21, 1812. 


Sir: By information received from Major Gen- 
eral Dearborn, it appears that the detachment 
from the militia of Massachusetts, for the defence 
of the maritime frontier, required by him under 
the authority of the President, by virtue of the 
act of the 10th April, 1812, have not been march- 
ed to the several stations assigned them. 

Inasmuch as long delay may be followed with 
distress to a certain portion of our fellow-citizens, 
and with injurious consequences to our country, 
I am commanded by the President to inform your 
Excellency that this arrangement of the militia 
was preparatory to the march of the regular troops 
to the northern frontier. The exigencies of the 
service have required, and orders have accord- 
ingly been given to Major General Dearborn to 
move the regular troops to that frontier, leaving 
a sufficient number to man the guns in the gar- 
risons on the seaboard. The execution of this 
order increases, as your Excellency cannot fail to 
observe, the necessity of hastening the detached 
militia to their several posts, as assigned by Gen- 
eral Dearborn; in which case they will, of course, 
be considered in the actual service and pay of the 
United States. 

The danger of invasion, which existed at the 








1755 





time of issuing the order of the President, in- 
creases, and I am specially directed by the Presi- 
dent to urge this consideration on your Excellen- 
cy, as requiring the necessary order to be given 
for the immediate march of the several detach- 
ments, specified by General Dearborn, to their re- 
spective posts. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 








Extract of a letter from John Armstrong, Secretary of 
War, to the Governor of Connecticut, dated 
August 9, 1813. 
Whenever militia are called out, the contractor 
or his agent should be required to supply accord- 
ing to the contract. 





Circular letter from John Armstrong, Secretary of War, 
to the Governors of the respective States, dated 


Jory 4, 1814. 

Sir: The late pacification in Europe offers to 
the enemy a large disposable force, both naval and 
military, and with it the means of giving to the 
war here a character of new and increased ac- 
and extent. 

ithout knowing, with certainty, that such 
will be its application, and still less that any par- 
ticular point or points will become objects of at- 
tack, the President has deemed it advisable, as a 
measure of precaution, to strengthen ourselves 
on the line of the Atlantic, and (as the principal 
means of doing this will be found in the militia) 
to invite the Executives of certain States to or- 
ganize and hold in readiness, for immediate ser- 
Vice, a corps of ninety-three thousand five hund- 
red men, under the laws of the 28th of February, 
1795, and 18th of April, 1814. 

The enclosed detail will show your Excellency 
what, under this requisition, will be the quota of 
——. As far as volunteer uniform companies 
can be found, they will be preferred. 

The expediency of regarding (as well in the 
designations of the militia as of their places of 
rendezvous) the points, the importance or expo- 
sure of which willbe most likely to attract the 
views of the enemy, need but be suggested. 

A report of the organization of our quota, 
when completed, and of its place or shiues of ren- 
dezvous, will be acceptable. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 





Extract of a letter from John Armstrong, Secretary of 
War, to Nathaniel Searle, Jun., Adjutant General 
of Militia, State of Rhode Island, dated 


Juty 9, 1814. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 8th instant, accompanied by 
sundry documents in relation to the defence of 
the Alantic frontier of the State of Rhode Island. 

The State troops, if considered part of the mil- 
itia, or as substitutes therefor, will be taken into 
the service of the United States as the quota of 
Rhode Island, under the requisition of the 4th 
instant, and will be designated for the defence of 
that State. 
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Copy of a letter from James Monroe, Acting Secretary 

of —— the Chairman of the Military Commit. 
tee, date 


DeparTMENT OF War, 
December 23, 1812. 


I have had the honor to receive your letter of 


the 21st instant, requesting stch information as arn 
this Department may possess respecting the de- Ath 
fects in the organization of the General Staff of of 
the Army, and in the laws relating to volunteers, At | 
and requesting, also, the opinion of this Depart. til 
ment as to the propriety of augmenting the pres. Nor 
ent military force, and, in case of augmentation, A 
of what description of troops it ought to consist. Nor 
The committee of each House of Congress hav- Cha 
ing called on the Department of War for infor- B 
mation on the same points, I shall have the honor arm 
to make to each committee the same report. The of t 
enclosed remarks go to several of the inquiries the 
ences in your letter, and contain the views of ext 
the Department on the several subjects to which wh 
they relate. The pressure of business has forced by 
me to give them a shape rather informal. A copy em 
of them I have sent to-day to the committee of Th 
the House of Representatives, and hasten to for- om 
ward a like copy to you. oul 
EXPLANATORY OBSERVATIONS. bi. 
, ag ple 
To make this war effectual, as to its just ob- she 
jects, so much of the physical force of the coun- ret 
try must be brought into activity as will be ade- ret 
quate. The force exists in an abundant degree, wi 
and it is only necessary to call it forth and make w 
a proper use of it. This force must be employed pr 
alike in defensive and offensive operations. The ta 
exposed parts of our own country claim a primary 
attention. After providing for their defence, all er 
the remaining force may be employed in offensive th 
operations. I will begin with that part which re- le 
quires protection. tl 
Defence of the Coast. b 
The whole coast, from our northern limits to : 
St. Mary’s, should be divided into military dis- 7 
tricts. 
Boston, including New Hampshire and Massa- : 


chusetts, to constitute one. 
Newport, including Rhode Island and Connec- ‘ 
ticut, another. , 
New York, including the State of New York 
and Jersey, a third. | 
Philadelphia, including Pennsylvania and Del- | 
aware, a fourth. | 
‘ Norfolk, including Maryland and Virginia, a 
fth. 
Charleston, including North and South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, a sixth. 
At Boston, and at each of the other posts, let a 
company of artillery, or more than one, according 
to circumstances, of the regular army, and a small 
portion of its infantry, be stationed. Let them be 
placed under the command of a Brigadier, in the 
following manner, and let him have attached 
to him an engineer. This force will form the 


nucleus of a little army, to be formed in case of 
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Se 
invasion, of the militia, volunteers, or such other 
local force, as may be specially organized for the 


r . 
Pet his apportionment is intended to give an idea. 
It would be carried into detail by the Executive. 
At Boston, including a suitable proportion 

of artillery, and at Eastport, and other 

potseemward.- > 7 oso 00 
At Newport, with a company of artillery - 350 
At New York, with a suitable preportion 


of aeery Weil rm) aa! oy tice be Oe 
At Philadelphia, with a company of ar- 
tilley - - - - 200 


Norfolk, with a company of artillery at 

Annapolis - - - - - = 300 
North Carolina, one company of artillery 100 
Charleston, with a company of artillery - 300 

By placing a General officer of the regular 
army, with some experience, in command, at each 
of en stations, charged with the protection of 
the country, to his right and left, to a certain 
extent, suitable provision will be made for the 
whole. The country will have confidence, and, 
by degrees, a system of defence suited to any 
emergency, may be prepared for the whole coast. 
This may be done by the local force with econ- 
omy, and, what is alse of great importance, with- 
out drawing at any time for greater aid on the 
regular force of the nation, which may be em- 
ployed in offensive operations elsewhere. There 
should be some flying artillery at each station, 
ready mounted, and prepared to move in any di- 
rection which may be necessary. An engineer 
will be useful, to plan and execute any works 
which may appear proper for the defence of the 
principal station, or any other within each mili- 
tary district. 

It may be said, that it is not probable that the 
enemy will attempt an invasion of any part of 
the coast described, with a view to retain it, and 
less so for the purpose of desolation. It is never- 
theless possible, and, being so, provision ought to 
be made against the danger. An unprotected 
coast may invite attacks whieh would not other- 
wise be thought of. It is believed that the ar- 
rangement proposed will be adequate, and that 
none can be devised, to be so, which would prove 
more economical. 

For Savannah and East Florida, special pro- 
vision must be made. Whether East Florida is 
left in possession of Spain, or taken immediate 
possession of by the United States, in either case, 
it menaces the United States with danger to their 
vital interests. While it is held by Spain, it will 
be used as a British province, for annoying us in 
every mode in which it may be made instru- 
mental to that end. The ascendency which the 
British Government has over the Spanish re- 
gency, secures to Great Britain that advantage 
while the war lasts. We find that, at present, the 
Creek Indians are excited against us, and an asy- 
lum afforded to the slaves of the Southern States 
who seek it there. To guard the United States 
against the attempts of the British Government, 
in that vulnerable quarter, the province remaining 
in the hands of the Spanish authorities, a force 
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of about two thousand regular troops will be re- 
quisite. It will require no more to hold it, should 
possession be taken by the United States. 

For New Orleans and Natchitoches, including 
the Mobile and West Florida, about two thousand 
five hundred men will be necessary. A local 
force may be organized in that quarter in aid of 
it, which, it is believed, will be adequate to any 
emergency. 

The next object is Detroit and Malden, inelud- 
ing the protection of the whole of our Western 
frontier. For these, it is believed that two thou- 
sand regular troops, with such aids as may be 
drawn from the States of Kentucky and Ohio, 
will be amply sufficient. 

The following, then, is the regular force requi- 
site for the defence of those places: 


Boston - . Balled - - - 600 
Newport, RhodeIsland - - - - 350 
New York - Be Pia te ee ¢ se 
Philadelphia - - - - - = 200 
Norfolk - - - - - . - 300 
North Carolina ao ie i a 
Charleston - - - - - - 300 
Savannah and East Florida - - = 2,000 
New Orleans, Mobile, &c. - - - 2,500 
Detroit, Malden, &c. me. el - 2,000 


9,350 


This leaves a force of about twenty-six thou- 
sand regular troops, consisting of infantry, artil- 
lery, and cavalry, provided the whole force con- 
templated by law is raised and kept in the field, 
to be employed in offensive operations against 
Niagara, Kingston, Montreal, and all Lower Can- 
ada, and likewise against Halifax. This whole 
force, however, even if raised, cannot be counted 
on as effective. The difference between the force 
on the muster rolls, and the effective force in the 
field, through a campaign, is generally estimated 
ata deficiency in the latter of one-fourth, with 
troops who have already seen service. With 

oung troops, it may be placed at one-third. 

ake from the nominal force ten thousand, and 
it would leave about sixteen thousand for these 
latter purposes. 

Will this force be sufficient? This will depend 
of course on the number of the British force which 
may be opposed to us. It is believed that the 
British force at Niagara, and its neighborhood, at 
Kingston, Montreal, Quebec, and in all Lower 
Canada, ought to be estimated at twelve thousand 
regulars, and several thousand militia; say, in all, 
sixteen or eighteen thousand, and at Halifax, at 
three thousand, 

To demolish the British force, from Niagara to 
Quebee, would require, to make the thing secure, 
an efficient regular army of twenty thousand 
men, with an army of reserve of ten thousand. 
The commander ought to have power to dispose of 
them as he thought fit. The movement against 
Niagara and Lower Canada ought to be in con- 
cert, and of course under the control of the same 
commander, who, alone could be a competent 
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judge of the suitable time and manner. A corps| have rallied to the standard of their country ; 


of reserve is indispensable to guard against cas- 
ualties, ek with raw troops. Nothing 
should be left to hazard. The expedition should 
be of a character to inspire a certainty of suc- 
cess, from which the best consequences would 
result. Our troops would be more undaunted, 
and those of the enemy proportionably more dis- 
mayed. In the interior, on both sides, the effect 
would be equally salutary ; with us it would aid 
in filling our ranks with regular troops, and draw- 
ing to the field such others as occasion might 
require; with the enemy, the effect would be 
equally in our favor. It would soon drive from 
the field the Canadian militia, and, by depressing 
the spirits of the people, interrupt and lessen the 
— to the British army. 

the conquest of Canada should prove to be 
easy, a part of this force might be directed against 
Halifax; but for that purpose a force should be 
specially provided, to consist of not less than six 
esend men. Before this time next year, the 
honor and interest of the United States require 
that the British forces be driven into Quebec and 
Halifax, and be taken there, if possible. They 
must, at all events, be excluded from every foot 
of territory beyond the reach of their cannon. 
This. may be done, if timely and suitable meas- 
ures are adopted for the purpose, and they be ex- 
ecuted with vigor and skill. 

If the Government could raise and keep in the 
field thirty-five thousand regular troops, the legal 
complement of the present establishment, the de- 
ficiency to be supplied, even to authorize an ex- 

dition against Halifax, would be inconsiderable. 

en thousand men would be amply sufficient ; but 
there is danger of not being able to raise that 
force, and to keep itat that standard. The esti- 
mate, therefore, of the force to be raised for the 
next campaign, in addition to the legal eomple- 
ment, should cover any probable deficiency in it, 
as well as the addition which ought to be made 
to it. My idea is, that provision ought to be 
made for raising twenty thousand men in addi- 
tion to the present establishment. How shall 
these men be raised? Shall new regiments be 
added to the standing army to constitute a part 
of it; the volunteer acts be relied on; or any 
other expedient adopted ? 

The first question to be answered is, can more 
than the force contemplated by the present Mili- 
tary Establishment be raised in time for the next 
campaign, and that force be kept in the field by 
new recruits to supply losses produced by the cas- 
ualties of war? Will the state of our popula- 
tion, the character and circumstances of the peo- 
ple who compose it, justify a reliance on such a 
resource alone ? 

The experiments heretofore made, even under 
the additional encouragement given by the acts 
passed at the last session of Congress, and the 
excitement produced by the war, though great, 
forbid it. Abundant and noble proofs of patriot- 
ism have been exhibited by our citizens in those 
quarters where the approach and pressure of the 


but it has been to render voluntary service, and 
that for short terms. The increase of the regu- 
lar army has been slow, and the amount raised 
compared with the number sought, inconsider. 
able. Additional encouragement may produce a 
more important result; but still there is cause to 
fear that it will not be in the degree called for by 
the present emergency. If, then, there is cause 
to doubt success, that doubt is a sufficient motive 
for the Legislature to act on, and to appeal, in aid 
of the existing resource, to another, not likely 
to fail. 

In rejecting a reliance on the regular Military 
Establishment alone, for the force necessary to 
give effect to the next campaign, the alternative 
is too obvious to be mistaken by any one. The 
occurrences of the present year designate it in 
the most satisfaetory manner. The additional 
force must be raised for a short term, under every 
encouragement to the patriotism of the people 
which can be given consistently with the circum- 
stances of the country, and without interfering 
with enlistments into the old corps. The volun- 
teer acts of the last session may be the basis on 
which this force may be raised; but those acts 
must be radically altered to enable the President 
to raise the force. Experience has not been less 
instructive on this very important point. Al- 
though whole sections of our country, and among 
them many of our most distinguished and esti- 
mable citizens, have risen in arms and volunteered 
their services, and marched in the ranks, it has 
not been done under the volunteer acts. Those 
acts contemplate a beginning at the wrong end, 
and require too long an engagement to produce 
the desired effect. They contemplate a move- 
ment in no particular quarter, and by no particu- 
lar person ; they require that the people shall take 
the affair up of their own accord, enrol themselves 
into companies, and then recommend their offi- 
cers to the President; and that the President shall 
not appoint the field officers until a sufficient 
number of companies are formed to constitute a 
regiment. Thus it may happen that companies 
from different States, all strangers to each other, 
may be thrown into a regiment, and that the field 
officers appointed to command them may be 
strangers alike to all the company, officers and 
men. They contemplate, also, an enrolment for 
three years, with a service only of one; condi- 
tions which, in themselves, could not fail to de- 
feat the object, as they enlist on their side not one 
motive to action. The patriot citizen, who really 
wished to serve his country, would spurn the re- 
straint imposed on him of two years of inactivity 
out of three, and enter the regular army, where 
he would find active er for the whole 
term of his enlistment. And the farmer, the 
merchant, and the artist, willing to make a sacri- 
fice of a certain portion of their time to the urgent 
calls of their country, would find a check to that 
impulse by the obligation they must enter into 
for so long a term; and by allowing no bounty, 
no pecuniary inducement nor aid to enable a man 


enemy have been most felt. Many thousands |to leave home is offered. It is impossible that 
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i 
such a project should succeed on an extensive 
scale. The ardent patriotism of a few, in de- 
tached circles of our country, may surmount these 
obstacles; but such examples will be rare. 

To give effect to such a measure, the President 
alone should have the appointment of all the offi- 
cers under the rank of Colonel, and it should be 
made in the following manner: He should first 
select such prominent men as had merited, and 
acquired, by a virtuous conduct, the confidence of 
their fellow-citizens, and confer on them, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, the rank of 
Colonel, and then confide to them the selection 
and recommendation of all their officers, to be 
approved by the President. These men would go 
to their homes, look around the country where 
they were known, and where they know every 
one, select the prominent men there, such as en- 
joyed the esteem and confidence of their fellow- 
citizens, and recommend them, according to their 
respective pretensions, as field officers, captains, 
and subalterns under them. Thus the service 
would be truly voluntary, as every man would 
act under officers to whose appointment he had 
essentially contributed. The several corps would 
consist of neighbors, friends, and brothers; exam- 
ple would animate to action; generous motives 
would be excited; patriotism roused; and the 
ties of kindred would unite with the love of 
country and of free government to call our young 
men to the field. 

The first object is to complete the regular es- 
tablishment to its legal complement, and to keep 
it there. The pay of the soldiers has already been 
raised during the present session of Congress ; but 
this, it is feared, will not afford a sofficient in- 
ducement to fill the ranks within the requisite 
time. Let the bounty be raised to the sum of 
forty dollars to each recruit, and let the officers 
receive the sum of five dollars per man for all 
whom they may recruit. These additional en- 
couragements will, it is presumed, secure the 
desired success. When filled, how keep the re- 
giments full? The presence of all the officers 
will be necessary, in that state, for their com- 
mand; none could be spared torecruit. Different 
expedients have occurred to supply supernumerary 
officers for the recruiting business. It has, for 
example, been proposed to add a certain number 
of regiments, from fifteen to twenty, to the present 
Military Establishment; but this would be to rely 
on that establishment alone; which, as is _pre- 
sumed, it would be highly improper todo. This 
plan is further objectionable, on account of the 
expense attending it; and likewise, as it would 
create delay in the organization of the corps and 
appointment of the officers The same objections 
are applicable to the addition of a company to 
each battalion, not to mention others. On much 
consideration, the following expedient has oc- 
curred as most eligible. Let one field officer, a 
major, be added to each regiment, and a third 
lieutenant to each company. This will allowa 


field officer and ten company officers frum each 
regiment, for the recruiting service, which would 
be sufficient. 
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The additional force proposed for one year is 
intended to supply the probable deficiencies in the 
present Military Establishment. This force bein 
to be raised for a shorter term, and for a specia 
purpose, it is presumed that much aid may be 
drawn from that source, and with great despatch, 
for the purposes of the next campaign. It is 
probable, also, that it may be done without essen- 
tially interfering with enlistments into the old 
corps, as.most of the men who may enter into 
this, might not be willing to engage in them. 

If a lingering war is maintained, the annual 
disbursements will be enormous. Economy re- 
quires that it be brought toa termination with 
the least possible delay. If a strong army is led 
to the field early in the Spring, the British power 
on this Continent must sink before it; and when. 
once broken down, it will never rise again. The 
re-conquest of Canada will become, in the opinion 
of all enlightened men, and of the whole British 
nation, achimerical attempt. It will therefore be 
abandoned; but if delay takes place, reinforce- 
ments may be expected, and the war be prolonged. 
It is to save the public money, and the lives of 
our people, and the honor of the nation, that high 
bounties, and premiums, and the most vigorous 
exertions in other respects, are advised. The 
prolongation of the war, for a single campaign, 
wen exceed these expenditures more than ten- 
fold. 





Cc. 
Boston, August 5, 1812. 


Sir: I received your letter of the 21st of July, 
when at Northampton, and the next day came to 
Boston. The people of this State appear to be 
under no apprehension of an invasion. Several 
towns, indeed, on the seacoast, soon after the dec- 
laration of war, applied to the Governor and 
Council for arms and ammunition, similar to the 
articles of that kind which had been delivered to 
them by the State in the course of the last war, 
and in some instances they were supplied accord- 
ingly. But they expressed no desire that any 
part of the militia should be called out for their 
defence; and, in some cases, we were assured that 
such a measure would be disagreeable to them. 

You observe, in your last letter, that the danger 
of invasion, which existed at the time of issuing 
the orders of the President, increases. 

It would be difficult to infer, from this expres- 
sion, that, in your opinion, that danger is now 
very considerable; as the President’s order must 
have been issued before war was declared, your 
former letter being dated the 12th of June, and 
General Dearborn’s, who was then at Boston, on 
the 22d of that month; besides, it can hardly be 
supposed that, if this State had been in great 
danger of invasion, the troops would have been 
called from hence to carry on offensive operations 
in a distant province; however, as it was under- 
stood that the Governor of Nova Scotia had, by 
proclamation, forbid any incursions or depreda- 
tions upon our territories, and as an opinion gen- 
erally prevailed that the Governor had no au- 








1763 





APPENDIX. 





1764 


ee 


The Militia. 


thority to call the militia into actual service, 
unless one of the exigencies contemplated by the 
Constitution exists, I thought it expedient to call 
the Council together, and having laid before them 
your letter, and those I had received from Gene- 
ral Dearborn, I requested their advice on the sub- 
ject of them. 

The Council advised, “ That they are unable, 
from a view of the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Jetters aforesaid, to perceive that 
any exigency exists which can render it advisable 
to comply with the said requisition ; but as, upon 
important questions of law, and upon solemn oc- 
casions, the Governor and Council have author- 
ity to require the opinion of the Justices of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, it is advisable to re- 
yy the opinion of the Supreme Court upon the 

ollowing questions, viz: 

* Ist. Whether the Commanders-in-chief of 
the militia of the several States have a right to 
determine whether any of the exigencies contem- 
plated by the Constitution of the United States 
exist, so as to require them to place the militia, 
or any part of it, in the serviee of the United 
States, at the request of the President, to be com- 
manded by him pursuant to acts of Congress. 

“2d. Whether, when either of the exigencies 
exist, authorizing the employing the militia in 
the service of the United i the militia, thus 
employed, can be lawfully commanded by any 
officer but of the militia, except by the President 
of the United States.” 

I enclose a copy of the answers given by the 
judges to these questions. 

Since the Council were called, a person de- 
puted by the towns of Eastport and Robinston, 
on our eastern boundary, at Passamaquoddy, ap- 

lied to me, representing that they had no appre- 
Laosiens of invasion by an authorized British 
force, but that there were many lawless people on 
the borders, from whom they were in danger of 
predatory incursions, and requesting that they 
might be furnished with some arms and ammu- 
nition, and that three companies of militia might 
be called out for their protection. The Council 
advised that they should be supplied with such 
arms and ammunition as were necessary for their 
present defence, which has been ordered. They 
also-advised me to call into the service of the 
United States, three companies of the detached 
militia, for the purpose abovementioned. I have 
this day issued an order for calling out three 
companies of the detached militia, to be marched 
forthwith to Passamaquoddy, and to be com- 
manded by a major; two of the companies will 
be stationed at Rastport, and one company at 
Robinston, until the President shall otherwise 
direct. 

I have no intention officially to interfere in the 
measures of the General Government; but, if 
the President was fully acquainted with the sit- 
uation of this State, I think he would have no 
wish to call our militia into service in the man- 
ner proposed by General Dearborn. 

It is well. known that the enemy will find it 
difficult to spare troops sufficient for the defence 





of their own territory, and predatory incursions 
are not likely to take place in this State; for, at 
every point, except Passamaquoddy, which can 
present ap object to those incursions, the people 
are too numerous to be attacked by such parties 
as generally engage in expeditions of that kind, 

General Dearborn proposed that the detached 
militia should be stationed at only a few of the 
ports and places on the east; from the rest, a 
part of their militia were to be called away, 
This circumstance would increase their danger ; 
it would invite the aggressions of the enemy, and 
diminish their power of resistance. 

The whole coast of Cape Cod is exposed as 
much as any part of the State to depredations; 
part of the militia must, according to this detail- 
ing order, be marched from their homes; and yet 
no place in the old colony of Plymouth is as- 
signed to be the rendezvous of any of the de- 
tached militia. 

Every harbor or port within the State hasa 
compact settlement, and, generally, the country 
around the harbors is populous. The places con- 
templated in General Dearborn’s specification, as 
the rendezvous of the detached militia, excepting 
in one or two instances, contain more of the mili- 
tia than the portion of the detached militia as- 
signed tothem. The militia are well organized, and 
would undoubtedly prefer to defend their firesides, 
in company with their friends, under their own 
officers, rather than be marched to some distant 
place, while strangers might be introduced to 
take their places at home. 

In Boston the militia is well disciplined, and 
could be mustered in an hour upon any signal of 
an approaching enemy; and in six hours the 
neighboring towns would pour in a greater force 
than any invading enemy will bring against it. 

The same remark applies to Salem, Marble- 
head, and Newburyport; places whose harbors 
render an invasion next to impossible. In all of 
them there are, in addition to the common mili- 
tia, independent corps of infantry and artillery, 
well disciplined and equipped, and ready, both in 
disposition and means, to repair to any place 
where invasion may be threatened, and able to 
repel it, except it should be made by a fleet of 
heavy ships; against which, nothing perhaps but 
strong fortifications, garrisoned by regular troops, 
would prove any defence until the enemy should 
land, when the-entire militia would be prepared 
to meet them. 

Kennebunk is unassailable by anything but 
boats, which the numerous armed population is 
competent to resist. Portland basa militia and 
independent corps, sufficiently numerous for its 
defence; and the same is the case with Wiscas- 
set and Castine. 

Against predatory incursions the militia of 
each place would be able to defend their property, 
and in a very short time they would be aided, if 
necessary, by the militia of the surrounding 
country. In case of a more serious invasion, 
whole brigades or divisions could be collected 
seasonably for defence. Indeed, considering the 
state of the militia in this Commonwealth, I 
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think there can be no doubt that, detaching a 
part of it, and distributing it into small portions, 
will tend to impair the defensive power. 

I have thus freely expressed to you my own 
sentiments, and, so far as I have heard, they are 
the sentiments of the best informed men. Iam 
fully disposed to afford all the aid to the meas- 
ures of the National Government which the Con- 
stitution requires of me; but, I presume, it will 
not be expected or desired that I shall fail in the 
duty which [ owe to the people of this State, 
who have confided their interests to my care. 

| am, sir, with respect, your most obedient and 


humble servant, 
CALEB STRONG. 


Hon. Wm. Evsrts, 
Secretary of War. 





the Council of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 

setis, the undersigned, Justices of the Supreme 

Judicial Court, have considered the questions pro- 

posed by your Excellency and Honors for their 

opinion. 

By the Constitution of this State, the authority 
of commanding the militia of the Common- 
wealth is vested exclusively in the Governor, who 
has all the power incident to the office of Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and is to exercise them person- 
ally, or by subordinate officers under his com- 
mand, agreeably to the rules and regulations of 
the Constitution and the laws of the land. 

While the Governor of the Commonwealth 
remained in the exercise of these powers, the 
Federal Constitution was ratified ; by which was 
vested. in the Congress a power to provide for 
calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 
the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions, and to provide for governing such part 
of them as may be employed in the service of 
the United States, reserving to the States, respect- 
ee the appointment of the officers. 

he Federal Constitution further provides, that 
the President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several States when called into the actual 
service of the United States. 

On the construction of the Federal and State 
constitutions must depend the answers to the sev- 
eral questions proposed. As the militia of the 
several States may be employed in the service of 
the United States, for the three specific purposes 
of executing the laws of the Union, of suppress- 
ing insurrections, and of repelling invasions, the 
opinion of the judges is requested, whether the 
Commanders-in-Chief of the militia of the sev- 
eral States have a right to determine whether 
any of the exigencies aforesaid exist, so as to re- 
quire them to place the militia, or any part of it, 
in the service of the United States, at the request 
of the President, to be commanded by him, pur- 
suant to acts of Congress. 

It is the opinion of the undersigned that this 
right is vested in the Commanders-in-Chief of 
the militia of the several States. 


To his cunell of the Governor and the Honorable 
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The Federal Constitution provides that, when- 
ever either of those exigencies exist, the militia 
may be employed pursuant to some act of Con- 
gress, in the service of the United States ; but no 
power is given, either to the President or to Con- 
gress, to determine that either of the said exigen- 
cies do in fact exist. As this power is not dele- 
gated to the United States by the Federal Con- 
stitution; nor prohibited by it to the States, it is 
reserved to the States, respectively ; and from the 
nature of the power, it must be exercised by 
those with whom the States have respectively 
intrusted the chief command of the militia. 

It is the duty of these commanders to execute 
this important trust, agreeably to the laws of 
thei: several States, respectively, without refer- 
ence to the laws or officers of the United States, 
in all eases except those specially provided in the 
Federal Constitution. They must, therefore, de- 
termine when either of the special cases exist, 
obliging them to relinquish the execution of this 
trust, and to render themselves and the militia 
subject tothe command of the President. A dif- 
ferent construction, giving to Congress the right 
to determine when these special cases exist, au- 
thorizing them to call forth the whole of the mi- 
litia, and taking them from the Commanders-in- 
Chief of the several States, and subjecting them 
to the command of the President, would place all 
the militia, in effect, at the will of Congress, and 
produce a military consolidation of the States, 
without any Constitutional remedy, against the 
intentions of the people when ratifying the Con- 
stitution. Indeed, since passing the act of Con- 
gress of February 28th, 1795, chapter 101, vest- 
ing in the President the power of calling forth 
the militia, when the exigencies mentioned in the 
Constitution shall exist, if the President has the 
power of determining when those exigencies ex- 
ist, the militia of the several States is, in effect, 
at his command, and subject to his control. 

No inconveniences can reasonably be presumed 
to result from the construction which vests in the 
Commanders-in-Chief of the militia in the sev- 
eral States, the right of determining when the 
exigencies exist, obliging them to place the militia 
in the service of the United States. These exi- 
gencies are of sucha nature that the existence 
of them can be easily ascertained by, or made 
known to, the Commanders-in-Chief of the mili- 
tia; and when ascertained, the public interest 
will produce prompt obedience to the acts of 
Congress. 

Another question proposed to the consideration 
of the judges is, whether, when either of the exi- 
gencies exist, authorizing the employing of the 
militia in the service of the United States, the 
militia thus employed can be lawfully com- 
manded by any officer but of the militia, except 
by the President of the United States? 

The Federal Constitution declares, that the 
President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army of the United States. He may, undoubt- 
edly, exercise this command by officers of the 
Army of the United States, by him commis- 
sioned according to law. The President is also 
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declared to be the Commander-in-Chief of the 
militia of the several States, when called into 
the actual service of the United States. The 
officers of the militia are to be appointed by the 
States, and the President may exercise his com- 
mand of the militia by officers of the militia duly 
appointed; but we know of no Constitutional 
provision, authorizing any officer of the Army of 
the United States to command the militia, or 
authorizing any officer of the militia tocommand 
the Army of the United States. The Congress 
may provide laws for the government of the mi- 
litia when in actual! service; but to extend this 
power to the placing them under the command 
of an officer, not of the militia, except the Presi- 
dent, would render nugatory the provision, that 
the militia are to have officers appointed by the 
States. 

The union of the militia in the actual service 
of the United States, with troops of the United 
States, so far as to form one army, seems to be a 
case not provided for, or contemplated in the 
Constitution. It is, therefore, not within our 
department to determine on whom the command 
would devolve, on such an emergency, in the 
absence of the President. Whether one officer, 
either of the militia or of the army of the United 
States, to be settled according to military rank, 
should command the whole; whether the corps 
must be commanded by their respective officers, 
acting in concert, as allied forces; or what other 
expedient should be adopted, are questions to be 
answered by others. 

The undersigned regret that the distance of 
the other justices of the Supreme Judicial Court 
renders it impracticable to obtain their opinions 
seasonably upon the questions submitted. 

THEOPHILUS PARSONS, 
SAMUEL SEWALL, 
ISAAC PARKER. 








Extract of a letter from General Dearborn to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 
Mit. Dist., No. 1, HEADQUARTERS. 
Boston, July 14, 1814. 

Sir: From the exposed and unprotected situ- 
ation of the military posts in this harbor, and the 
seaboard of this State generally, and the threats 
and daily depredations of the enemy, I have con- 
cluded it my duty to exercise the authority vested 
in me by the President of the United States, by 
requesting the Governor to order out a detach- 
ment of artillery and infantry. 


A copy of my letter to Governor Strong, and 
of his answer, are enclosed. 





Copy of a letter from General Dearborn to His Excel- 
lency Caleb Strong, Governor of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, dated 


Mit. Dist., No. 1, Heapauarrers, 
Boston, July 8, 1814. 
Sia: The existing state of alarm on the sea- 
board of this Commonwealth, arising from the 
daily depredations committed by the enemy on 
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our coast, renders it desirable to afford some addi- 
tional protection to the citizens generally on the 
seacoast, and especially to the principal towns 
and villages; and by virtue of authority derived 
from the President of the United States, I deem 
it my duty, at this time, to request that your Ex. 
cellency will be pleased to give the necessary 
orders for having detached, as early as circum- 
stances will permit, armed, and equipped as re- 
quired by law, one major of artillery, two cap- 
tains, eight lieutenants, thirteen sergeants, eleven 
corporals, six musicians, and two hundred pri- 
vates; and one lieutenant colonel of infantry, 
two majors, ten captains, thirty subalterns, one 
adjutant, one quartermaster, one paymaster, one 
sergeant major, one quartermaster sergeant, two 
principal musicians, fifty sergeants, fifty corpo- 
rals, twenty musicians, and nine hundred pri- 
vaies, to remain in the service of the United 
States for the term of three months, unless sooner 
discharged by order of the President of the Uni- 
ted States. As it will be necessary to have the 
artillery and infantry placed at the different posts 
on the seaboard of this State, it would be desira- 
ble that, as far as practicable, they would be de- 
tached trom the vicinity of the respective posts. 
The intended distribution of the detachment will 
be communicated to the Adjutant General of the 
State previous to his issuing the necessary orders, 
The proportion of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, is in conformity 
with the present regulations of the Department 
of War, from which I am not authorized to ad- 
mit of any material deviation. 





Copy of a letter from his Excellency Caleb Strong, 
Governor of the State of Massachusetts, to General 
Dearborn, dated 


Nortaampton, July 12, 1814. 

Sir: This morning I received your letter of 
the eighth instant. As you propose tocommuni- 
cate to General Brooks your views concerning 
the particular destination of the militia to be 
called out for the defence of the towns on the 
seacoast of this State, I have written to him on 
the subject. 

Your suggestion that the men should be de- 
tached, as far as ran be, from the vicinity of the 
respective posts, I think is perfectly proper, and 
I have no doubt you will be able to make such 
arrangements with General Brooks as will be 
satisfactory. 





Extract of a letter from General Dearborn to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 
Mi. Disr., No. 1, Heavquarrers, 
Boston, Sept. 5, 1814. 
Siz: Having received such information as is 
entitled to full credit, that the enemy, with a for- 
midable naval and land force, has arrived in Pe- 
nobscot Bay, and taken possession of Castine; 
and presuming his force, after forming a place of 
arms at Castine, will, with such reinforcements 
as he may receive from Halifex, in addition to 
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the naval force now in Boston Bay, attempt the 
destruction of the public ships, and other public 
and private property on the seaboard, I have 
deemed it necessary to request the Governors of 
this State and New Hampshire to order out, for 
the defence of Boston harbor, Portsmouth, Port- 
land, and that part of the District of Maine be- 
tween Kennebec river and Penobscot, five thou- 
sand two hundred infantry and five hundred and 
fifty artillery, for the term of three months, unless 
sooner discharged. 





eral Government; and [ shall be particularly 
obliged if you will favor me with an answer soon 
as may be, as the Legislature of the State will 
meet on the 6th of the next month. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


Heapaquarters, Boston, 
September 6, 1814. 













General Orders: 


The war between the United States and Great 
Britain having lately become more destructive, 
in consequence of violations of our territory by 
the forces of the enemy, which continue to men- 
ace our cities and villages, the shipping in our 
harbors, and private property on shore, his Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief orders the whole 
of the militia to hold themselves in readiness to 
march at a moment’s warning, with arms, ammu- 
nition, and accoutrements, as the laws of the 
United States and of this State require. Every 
man must likewise be provided with a good knap- 
sack and blanket. Captains of companies must ie 
realize it to be one of their most solemn and impe- ta 
rious duties to see the law respecting arms and 
equipments efficaciously executed; but the Com- 
mander-in-Chief relies on the concurring aid of 
all the general and field officers, in encouraging 
the company officers in the discharge of their duty. hee 
The Major Generals and commanding officers of 
divisions will give the necessary orders for an 
immediate inspection of their several regiments 
by companies. Every instance of deficiency of 
arms or equipments should be forthwith supplied 
by the delinquent individual, or by the town to ee 
which he may belong, agreeably to the require- te 
ments of the militia law. pag 

The officers commanding regiments, battalions, 
and companies of artillery, wiil pay special atten- 
tion, at this interesting moment, to the state of at 
their field pieces, their carriages, and tumbrils, 
and see that everything appertaining to them is 
in the most perfect order for marching and for 
action, and particularly that suitable horses are 
always engaged, and ready at any moment to be 
attached to their pieees, that they may be moved 
to any point required with celerity. All the com- AR 
panies of artillery now to be called into immedi- 
ate service, besides the requisite supplies of fixed 
and other ammunition, will be furnished by the 
Quartermaster General, with prolonges and bric- 
oles. The Legislature of this State, always proud 
of its militia, Les been particularly liberal in its he 
artillery establishment; and the Commander-in- 
Chief promises himself, that, emulating the bril- 
liant example of Knox and his heroic associates ag 
in the artillery of the Revolution, they will be > i 
equally distinguished for their discipline as sol- Hy 
diers, and for their gallantry in the field. " rat. 

Under possible events, the cavalry of the sev- 1 
eral divisions may be in requisition. Every mo- ae 
tive, therefore, of love of country, of honor, and tetha 
sympathy for their fellow-citizens who may be hei 
suffering the perils of war, will prompt them to a 
maintain the most perfect state of preparation, via 
and to move, when called to the scene of action, hee 








Extract of a letter from H. Dearborn to the Secretary 
of War, dated 


Heapauarters, District No. 1, 
Boston, October 15, 1814. 

Sir: In obedience to the direction in your let- 
ter, of the 27th ultimo, on the 2d instant I made 
a formal requisition on Governor Strong for three 
hundred militia, to guard the prisoners at Pitts- 
field, and I enclosed to him a copy of your letter, 
for the purpose of showing him the necessity of 
his compliance. Having waited until yesterday 
morning without any answer from his Excel- 
lency, 1 directed one of my aids to call on the 
Adjutant General of the State, to ascertain whe- 
ther he had received any order for making out 
the detachment for Pittsfield. The answer was, 
that no direction had been received from the Gov- 
ernor to make such detachment. 





Copy of a letter from his Excellency Caleb Strong, 
overnor of the State of Massachusetts, to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 


Boston, September 7, 1814. 

The troops of the United States which, at dif- 
ferent periods, were stationed on the seacoast of 
this State, have been afterwards ordered to join 
the army on the Western frontiers, so that very 
few have remained in the State. We have, there- 
fore, found it necessary, in the course of the last 
and present year, to call out small bodies of the 
militia, as guards to the towns most exposed. As 
the danger has increased, the number of detached 
militia has been augmented, and I have now is- 
sued the enclosed general order for the protection 
of Boston, and the towns and property in its 
neighborhood, and shall immediately issue an 
order of a similar kind for the security of the Dis- 
trict of Maine. 

A few weeks since, agreeably to the request of 
General Dearborn, I detached eleven hundred 
militia, for three months, for the defence of our 
seacoast, and placed them under his command as 
superintendent of this military district; but such 
objections and inconveniences have arisen from 
that measure, that it cannot now be repeated. 
The militia called out on this occasion will be 
placed under the immediate command of a Major 
General of the militia. 

I will thank you, sir, to consult with the Presi- 
dent, and inform me whether the expenses thus 
necessarily incurred for our protection will be 
ultimately reimbursed to this State by the Gen- 
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with all the rapidity of which cavalry is suscep- 








will receive pay from the time of their being em- 


tible. The general officers, and the field officers | bodied 


of cavalry, as well as the company officers, will 
direct their attention to the quality of the horses, 
and suffer no man to be mounted but upon a horse 
sound and fit for actual service. A few bad horses 
may occasion irretrievable disaster. 

The Commander-in-Chief having thus called 
the attention of all officers and soldiers of the mi- 
litia to the observance of their several duties, at 
this eventful crisis, the more effectually to meet 
inapeotteg danger orders that all the flank com- 
panies, whether of light infantry, grenadiers, or 
riflemen, of the Ist and 2d brigades of the 1st di- 
vision ; two companies, viz: the one at Andover, 
and the other at Haverhill, of the 2d division; all 
the companies of the 3d division, excepting the 
two companies in Charlestown; four companies 
of the 4th division; five companies of the 5th di- 
vision ; eight companies of the 7th division ; and 
two companies of the 9th division, do immediately 
march to the town of Boston, unless (in the mean- 
time) otherwise directed. Each company will 
march to its Yagi of destination by itself, with- 
out waiting for any other corps. 


These companies, when assembled, will be ar- 
ranged into regiments, or otherwise, as circum- 
stances may dictate; and, with the addition of 
twelve companies of artillery, will form the elite, 
or advance corps of the Massachusetts militia. 
The field officers to command the regiments, and 
a general officer to command the whole, will here- 
after be designated in general orders. The sev- 
eral companies of artillery, to be annexed to the 
advance corps, will be furnished by the following 
divisions, viz: two companies from the first brig- 
ade, and one company from the 2d brigade of the 
3d division; four companies from the 4th divi- 
sion; one company from the 5th division; and 
four companies from the 7th division. 


Besides the abovementioned companies, the 
Commander-in-Chief orders a detachment of six- 
teen companies of infantry to be immediately 
made from the fourth division, properly officered, 
and arranged into two regiments, which will 
march to Boston without the least unnecessary 
delay. Major General Mattoon is charged with 
the arrangement of the regiments. 

From the 9th division,the Commander-in-Chief 
orders eight companies of infantry to be detached, 
properly officered, formed into a regiment, and 
marched to Boston. Major Generals Mattoon 
and Whiton will assign field officers for the troops 
to be detached from their respective divisions ; 
and the Commander-in-Chief relies on their ex- 
perience and zeal to carry this order into the 
most prompt and energetic effect. As soon as 
the troops shall commence their march, each 
Major General will give notice of it to the Ad- 
jutant General. 

All the troops must be well armed, accoutred, 
and equipped, and provided with ammunition, pro- 
visions, knapsacks, and blankets, as the law re- 
quires. The men will be supplied with rations 
when they arrive at the place of destination, and 


ied. 

The security of the town and harborof Boston 
being an object of primary importance, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, while he wishes to direct the 
principal energies of the State to the attainment 
of this end, is solicitous to render the militia of Bos- 
ton itself as efficient.as possible. With this view 
he orders the infantry of the 3d brigade of the 
Ist division, commanded by Brigadier General 
Welles, to be called out by regiments, in rotation, 
two days successively, for the purpose of improy- 
ing their discipline, already pespecta ble, and of 
enabling them to practise the higher duties of the 
field. This order is committed to Brigadier Gen- 
eral Welles, whose knowledge in tactics, and ani- 
mated zeal in the service of his country, must in- 
sure to his exertions the highest effect. The order 
will be continued in operation until revoked. The 
flank companies of this brigade will -be reserved 
for other service. 

The troops called into actual service by this 
order, will serve three months after they arrive 
at their ultimate rendezvous, unless sooner dis- 
charged. By his Excellency’s command. 

—— ——, Adjutant General. 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe, Secretary of War, 
to his Excellency Caleb Strong, Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, dated 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1814. 


Str: I have had the honor to receive your 
Excellency’s letter of the 7th instant. 

The attack of the enemy on Baltimore, and 
probable eventual attack on other places, with 
the heavy duties incident thereto, pressing on this 
Department, have prevented my answering it at 
an earlier day. 

It may be satisfactory to your Excellency for 
me to explain the views and principles on which 
this Government has acted, in regard to the de- 
fence of our Eastern frontier. 

It was anticipated, soon after the commence- 
ment of the war, that, while it lasted, every part 
of the Union, especially the seaboard, would be 
exposed to some degree of danger, greater or less, 
according to the spirit with which the war might 
be waged. Itwas the duty of the Government 
to make the best provision against that danger 
which might be practicable, and it was proper 
that the provision should continue while the 
cause existed. 

The arrangement of the United States into 
military districts, with a certain portion of the 
regular force, artillery, and infantry, under an 
officer of the regular army, of experience and 
high rank, in each district, with power to call 
for the militia as circumstances might require, 
was adopted, with a view to afford the best pro- 
tection to every part that circumstances would 
admit. 

It was presumed that the establishment of a 
small force of the kind stated, constituting the 
first elements of an army, in each district, to be 
aided by the militia, in case of an emergency, 
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would be adequate to its defence. Such a force 
of infantry and artillery might repel small preda- 
tory parties, and form a rallying point for the 
militia at the more exposed and important sta- 
tions, in case of more formidable invasion. A 
regular officer, of experience, stationed in the dis- 
trict, acting under the authority, and pushing the 
will, of the Government, might digest plans for 
its defence; select proper points for works, and 
superintend the erection of them; call for sup- 
lies of ordnance, for tents,and camp equipage; 
or small arms, and other munitions of war; call 
for the militia, and dispose of the whole force. 
These duties, it was believed, could not be per- 
formed with equal advantage by the officers of 
the militia, who, being called into service for short 
terms, would not have it in their power, however 
well qualified they might be in other respects, to 
digest plans, and preserve that chain of connexion 
and system in the whole business which seemed 
indispensable. On great consideration, this ar- 
rangement was deemed the most eligible that 
could be adopted under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States; indeed, none other occurred that could 
be placed in competition with it. In this mode 
the National Government acts, by its proper or- 
gans, over whom it has control, and for whose 
engagements it is responsible. 
he measures which may be adopted by a State 
Government for the defence of a State must be 
considered as its own measures, and not those of 
the United States. The expenses attending them 
are chargeable to the State, and not to the Uni- 
ted States. 

Your Excellency will perceive that a different 
construction would lead into the most important, 
and, as is believed, into the most pernicious con- 
sequences. Ifa State could call out the militia, 
and subject the United States to the expense of 
supporting them, at its pleasure, the national au- 
thority would cease, as to that important object, 
and the nation be charged with expenses, in the 
measures producing which the National Govern- 
ment had no agency, and over which it could 
have nocontrol. This, however, though a serious 
objection to such a construction, is not the most 
weighty. By taking the defence of the State 
into its own hands, and out of those of the Gen- 
eral Government, a policy is introduced, on the 
tendency of which I forbear tocomment. I shall 
remark, only, that, if a close union of the States, 
and a harmonious co-operation between them 
and the General Government, are, at any time, 
necessary for the preservation of their independ- 
ence, and of those inestimable liberties which 
were achieved by the valor and blood of our an- 
cestors, that period may be considered as having 
arrived. 

It follows, from this view of the subject, that, if 
the force which has been putinto service by your 
Excellency has been required by Major General 
Dearborn, or received by him and put under his 
command, the expenses attending it will be de- 
frayed by the United States. It follows, likewise, 





as a necessary consequence, that, if this force has 
been called into service by the authority of the 





The Militia. 





State, independently of Major General Dearborn, 
and be not placed under him, as commander 
of the district, that the State of Massachusetts is 
chargeable with the expense. and not the United 
States. Any claim which the State may have 
to reimbursement must be judged of hereafter, by 
the competent authority, on a full view of all the 
circumstances attending it. Itisaquestion which 
lies beyond the authority of the Executive. 

Your Excellency will perceive that this Gov- 
ernment has no other alternative than to adhere 
toa system of defence, which was adopted, on 
great consideration, with the best view to the 
general welfare, or to abandon it, and with ita 
principle held sacred, thereby shrinking from its 
duty, at a moment of great peril, weakening the 
guards deemed necessary for the public safety, 
and opening the door to other consequences not 
less dangerous. 

By these remarks it is not intended to convey 
the idea that a militia officer, of superior grade, 
regularly called into service, shall not command 
an officer of the regular army of inferior grade, 
when acting together. No such idea is entertained 
by the Government. The militia are relied on 
essentially for the defence of the country: in their 
hands everything is safe. It is the object of the 
Government to impose on them no burdens which 
it may be possible to avoid, and to protect them, 
in the discharge of their duties, in the enjoyment 
of all their rights. 

The various points which are attacked and 
menaced by the enemy, especially in this quarter, 
where they are waging, in considerable force, a 
predatory and desolating warfare, make it difficult 
to provide immediately for all the necessary ex- 
penditures. Any aid which the State of Massa- 
chusetts may afford to the United States to meet 
those expenditures, will be cheerfully received, 
and applied to the payment and support of the 
militia of that State in the service of the United 
States. 

It will be proper that the money thus advanced 
should be deposited in some bank in Boston, that 
the disbursement of it may be made under the 
authority of the Government of the United States, 
as in similar cases elsewhere. Credit will be given 
to the State for such advances, and the amount 
be considered a loan to the United States. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

[A similar letter was written to the Governor 

of Connecticut. ] 





Suaron, (Conn.,) July 2, 1812. 


Sir: His Excelleney Governor Griswold has 
received from Major General Henry Dearborn a 
letter, under date of the 22d of last month, re- 
questing that five companies of the militia of this 
State, detached conformably to the act of Con- 
gress, of April 10, 1812, may be ordered into the 
service of the United States, to wit: two compa- 
nies of artillery, and two companies of infantry, 
te be placed under the command of the com- 
manding officer at Fort Trumbull, near New Lon- 
don; and one company of artillery, to be station- 
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ed at the battery at the entrance of the harbor of 
New Haven. 

Impressed with the deep importance of the re- 
quisition, and the serious consideration it involves, 
his Excellency deemed it expedient to convene 
the Council, at Hartford, on Monday, the 29th 
ultimo. He has taken their sdvice upon this in- 
teresting subject, and has formed his own delibe- 
rate opinion; but, as he is under the necessity of 
leaving the State on a journey, for the recovery 
of his health, it becomes my duty, as Lieutenant 
Governor, to communicate to you the result. The 
assurance contained in the Ctovernor’s letter of 
the 17th June last, in answer to yours of the 12th 
of the same month, was necessarily given in full 
confidence that no demand would be made by 
General Dearborn, but in strict conformity to the 
Constitution and laws of the United States. His 
Excellency regrets to perceive that the present 
requisition is supported by neither. 

he Constitution of the United States has or- 
dained that Congress may “provide for calling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.” Ac- 
cordingly the acts of Congress, of February, 1795, 
and of April, 1812, do provide for calling forth 
the militia in the exigencies abovementioned. 

The Governor is not informed of any declara- 
tion, made by the President of the United States, 
or of notice by him given, that the militia are re- 
quired “to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, or repel invasions,” or that 

‘the United States are in imminent danger of 
invasion.” As, therefore, none of the contingen- 
cies enumerated in the Constitution, and recog- 
nised by the laws, are known to have taken place, 
his Excellency considers that no portion of the 
militia of this State can, under existing circum- 
stances, be withdrawn from his authority. 

Further, if the call had been justified by either 
of the Constitutional exigencies already cited, still, 
in the view of his Excellency, an insuperable ob- 
jection presents itself against placing the men 
under the immediate command of an officer or 
officers of the Army of the United States. 

The appointment of the officers of the militia 
is, by the Constitution, expressly reserved “ to the 
States, respectively.” In the event of their being 
called into the actual service of the United States, 
in the cases before specified, the laws of the Uni- 
ted States provide for their being called forth as 
militia, furnished with proper officers by the State. 
And, sir, it will not escape your recollection, that 
the detachment from the militia of this State, 
under the act of Congress of the 10th of April 
last, is a organized into a division, con- 
sisting of brigades, regiments, battalions, and com- 
panies, and supplied, conformably to law, with all 
the necessary officers. His Excellency conceives, 
then, that an order to detach a number of compa- 
nies, sufficient for the command of a battalion 
officer, and place them under the command of an 
officer of the United States, cannot with propri- 
ety be executed, unless we were also prepared 
to admit that the privates may be separated from 
their company officers, and transferred into the 
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Army of the United States; thus leaving the offi- 
cers of the militia without any command, but jp 
name, and in effect impairing, if not annihilat- 
ing, the militia itself, so sacredly guarantied by 
the Constitution to the several States. 

Under these impressions the Governor has 
thought proper, by and with the advice of the 
Council, to refuse a compliance with the requisi- 
tion of Major General Dearborn. 

His Excellency is sincerely disposed to comply 
promptly with all the Constitutional requests of 
the National Executive—a disposition which has 
ever been manifested by the Government of this 
State; and he laments the occasion which thus 
compels him to yield obedience to the paramount 
authority of the Constitution and laws of the Uni- 
ted States. He trusts the General Government 
will speedily provide an adequate force for the 
security and protection of the seacoast. In the 
meantime his Excellency has issued the neces- 
sary orders to the General officers commanding 
the militia in that quarter, to be in readiness to 
repel any invasion which may be attempted upon 
that portion of the State; and to co-operate with 
such part of the National forces as shall be em- 
ployed for the same purpose. 

With great respect, I am, &c. 
JOHN COTTON SMITH. 

Hon. WituiaMm Eustis, 

Secretary of War. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith, to the Secretary of War, dated 
New Lonpon, June 7, 1813. 

I arrived at this place on the 5th instant, and 
found about six hundred of the militia of this 
State stationed on the two sides of the river, who 
had been assembled under the circumstances men- 
tioned in my letter from Hartford, of the 2d inst. 

I shall not disband any part of the militia until 
a communication is received from Commodore 
Decatur, being heartily disposed to assist his 
views in affording all possible protection to the 
squadron and harbor. I will address you again 
before my departure from this place, and, in the 
meantime, am desirous of receiving the instruc- 
tions of the President as to the course proper to 
be pursued. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith, to the Secretary of War, dated 
New Lonpon, June 12, 1813. 

On a consultation with Commodore Decatur, 
as proposed in my last, it was concluded to retain 
the whole of the militia then assembled, until 
their places could be supplied by two regiments 
drawn from the neighborhood. Orders were is- 
sued accordingly. 

But, on the arrival of the two regiments, infor- 
mation was received that a bomb ketch had been 
added to the enemy’s squadron, and that prepar- 
atiuns were evidently making for an attack. At 
the instance of Commodore Decatur, who knows 


best his own capacity of meeting the exigency, 
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and on whose opinion, therefore, I must greatly 
rely, the whole force was directed to remain, ex- 
cepting such individuals as were under a pressing 
necessity of returning to their homes. The num- 
ber of militia now here is about fifteen hundred, 
including officers. 








Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith, to the Secretary of War, dated : 


New Lonpon, June 16, 1812. 


Your favor of the 12th instant is received, and 
has afforded me much pleasure. 

The details in my letter of the 12th instant, I 
trust, will fully justify, in the view of the Presi- 
dent. the additional force it was then thought ne- 
cessary toemploy. After closing my despatches 
on that day, the hostile fleet got under sail, ap- 
proached the harbor, and fired several shots at the 
guards, and, to all appearance, were meditating 
an attack, 

Whether the display of so respectable a body 
of troops, or some other cause, discouraged them 
from the attempt is not known. The enterprise 
was for that time abandoned, and on the 14th 
two of their ships passed eastward, out of the 
Sound. 

As soon as information of this diminution of 
the squadron was received, orders were issued to 
disband the two regiments that were first brought 
into the field, and a further reduction of the troops 
is this day made, to the number mentioned in 
your letter. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith, to the Secretary of War, dated 


Stare or ConnecTICcUT, 
Sharon, August 1, 1814. 


Your letter of the 4th July last reached me on 
the 16th of the same month. 

Although there appears to be no act of Con- 
gress expressly authorizing a detachment from 
the militia, for the purpose mentioned in your 
communication, yet the respect due to a recom- 
mendation from the President, having for its ob- 
ject the defence of the country, induced me, with- 
out unnecessary delay, to convene the Council of 
the State, and to submit the proposition to their 
consideration. 

That honorable body having advised the Exe- 
cutive to detach the number of militia suggested, 
as the proportion of Connecticut, orders were im- 
mediately issued to that effect, and you will be 
speedily informed, by the proper officer. of their 
execution. 





Copy of a letter from General Cushing to his Excel- 
lency Governor Smith, dated 


Mit. Dist., No. 2, HeanquarTers, 
New London, Aug. 1, 1814, 
Sir: L have been notified by the Secretary of 
War that, on the 4th day of July last, a requisi- 
tion was made on the Executive of the State of 
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Connecticut for a body of militia, to be organized 
and held in readiness for immediate service; and 
Iam instructed by him, “in case of actual or 
menaced invasion of the district under my com- 
mand, to call for a part or the whole of the quo- 
tas assigned to the States of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, which shall have been organized 
and equipped under the aforesaid requisition.” 
But in the performance of this duty Iam charged 
“to avoid all unnecessary calls; to proportion the 
calls to the exigency; and to have inspected, 
without delay, all corps entering on the service, 
to the end that men who, from any cause, are 
unfit therefor, be promptly discharged, and that a 
due proportion, in all cases, be maintained be- 
tween officers and privates.” 

It is not deemed necessary to call any part of 
the quota of Connecticut into the service of the 
United States at this time; but it is desirable that 
the draught be made, and the men held in readi- 
ness for immediate service, whenever circum- 
stances may indicate an intention on the part of 
the enemy to invade any part of the State. And 
I have, therefore, to request your Excellency to 
inform me whether the quota of militia required 
of this State by the aforesaid requisition has been, 
or will be “organized and held in readiness for 
immediate service ?” whether, on my requisition, 
the whole or any part of the said militia will be 
ordered into the service of the United States in 
the first instance, or to such General and field 
officers as may have been detailed for this service? 
and, generally, that your Excellency would be 
pleased to favor me with such information and 
opinions, in relation to the objects and designs of 
the enemy, and to the defence of this State, as 
you may think proper to communicate. 

I have only to add that, as commanding officer 
of this military district, it will be my constant 
endeavor to preserve the strictest harmony and 
good will between the National troops and the 
militia; and that the rights of the latter, as se- 
cured by the Constitution and laws of our coun- 
try, shall be duly respected by every officer and 
soldier under my command. 





Extracts of a letter from John C. Smith to General 
Cushing, dated 


State or Connecticut, 
Sharon, August 4, 1814. 


“T have the pleasure to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 1st instant. 

“The Adjutant General is directed to send you 
a transcript of the General Orders, issued on the 
28th ultimo, for organizing and holding in readi- 
ness a body of militia, pursuant to a recommend- 
ation from the President of the United States. 
To that document I must refer you for answers 
to most of your inquiries.” 

“The militia, whenever their services are re- 
quired, will expect to march under orders received 
from their Commander-in-Chief; and such orders 
as the exigency demand, you may rest assured, 
shall be promptly given.” 
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Strate or Connecticor, | informed of the state of things in this quarter; 
Hartford, July 28,1814. | and by the enclosed district order, that the militia 
General Orders: ordered out by him, at my request, are to form a 


The Commander-in-Chief has received a com- 
munication from the President of the United 
States, inviting the Executives of certain States 
to organize, and hold in readiness for immediate 
service, a corps of ninety-three thousand five hun- 
dred men, “asa measure of precaution to strength- 
en ourselves on the line of the Atlantic,” and as- 
signing, as the quota of Connecticut, three hun- 


dred artillery, and two thousand seven hundred | f 
j requires that fifteen hundred infantry, and iwo 


infantry, with a detail of General and Staff offi- 
cers. 

The Commander-in-Chief having thought pro- 
per, by advice of the Council, to comply with the 
recommendation, directs that dispositions be im- 
mediately made for carrying the same into effect. 

Accordingly the number of artillery and infan- 
=< abovementioned, including the regimental 
officers, will be detached from the militia of the 
State, exempting from the draught such as have, 
either in person or by substitute, performed a tour 
of duty the present seeson. Volunteer uniform 
companies will be accepted. The whole to be 
formed into four regiments, and duly officered. 
Their places of rendezvous as follows, to wit: for 
the first regiment, Hartford; for the second, New 
Haven ; for the third, Norwich; and for the fourth, 
Fairfield. Ooe Major General and one Brigadier 
General will be detailed in the usual manner; 
also one Deputy Quartermaster General; and, 
instead of an Assistant Adjutant General, (there 
being no such officer in the militia of this State,) 
there shall be detailed one Division Inspector. 

The troops thus detached are to be completely 
armed and equipped according to law, and, until 
otherwise directed, will be held in readiness to 
march at a moment’s warning, for the purpose of 
repelling invasions of the enemy, under such 
orders as they shall receive from the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Notwithstanding this arrangement, it is confi- 
dently expected that the whole body of militia, 
and every other description of military force, will 
bear in mind the general orders issued on the 19th 
of April last, and will stand in complete readi- 
ness for the defence of the State, at this unusual 
period of difficulty and danger. 

E. HUNTINGTON, Adj. Gen. 


Norwica, August 11, 1814. 
Sir: By desire of his Excellency Governor 
Smith, I have forwarded a copy of-his general 
order, of 28th July, for your information, on some 
points of Sei made to him. Iam, &e., 
. HUNTINGTON, Adj. Gen, 


Brigadier General Cusuine. 





Copy of a letter from General Cushing to the Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut, dated 
Miz. Dist., No. 2, HEapauarrers, 
New London, August 10, 1814. 
Sir: By Major General Williams’s communi- 
cation of this date, your Excellency will be fully 


brigade, in the service of the United States, under 
the command of Brigadier General Isham. 
Your Excellency’s communication of the 4th 
instant was received this morning, since which 
General Williams has furnished me with your 
general order of the 28th of July ; but I have heard 
nothing from the Adjutant General on this sub- 
ect. 
: It is my opinion that the safety of this State 


companies of artillery, duly officered, anu to be 
commanded by a Brigadier General of this 
State’s quota of ninety-three thousand five hun- 
dred men, required by the President of the Uni- 
ted States “to be organized and held in readiness 
for immediate service,” should be immediately 
detached from the said quota, and ordered to this 
place, for the purpose of relieving the militia now 
on duty here, if circumstances should justify the 
measure, or to increase our means of defence, in 
the event of more formidable and vigorous op- 
erations on the part of the enemy. And I have 
the honor to request your Excellency to make 
and place the said detachment under my con- 
mand. It is desirable that the Brigadier General 
to be detached on this service should be instructed 
by your Excellency to report himself to me, by 
letter, immediately after he shall have been so 
detached, to inform me of his route to this place, 
and the probable time of his arrival; and to re- 
ceive and obey any orders he may receive from 
me while on his march. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
T. H. CUSHING. 
Hon. J. C. Smirn, 


Governor of Connecticut. 





Copy of Adjutant General P. P. Schuyler’s orders, 
dated 


Mit. Dist., No. 2, HeEapQuaRTERs, 
New London, August 10, 1814. 
District Orders : 

The militia of this State, ordered into service 
yesterday by Major General Williams, at the re- 
quest of the Commanding General of the district, 
are to be considered in the service of the United 
States, and will form a brigade, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier General Isham, who will fur- 
nish a return, by regiments, to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral of the district the soonest possible. 

Until thé proper returns of General Ishain’s 
brigade can be obtained, the contractor will issue 
provisions on the requisitions of Major Goddard, 
countersigned by the Commanding General ; and 
the Major will be held responsible for the proper 
application of all provisions so feceived, and 
which must be covered by regular returns, so 
soon as the strength of the brigade can be ascer- 
tained. 

By order of the Commanding General. 

P. P. SCHUYLER, 
Adjutant General. 
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Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. 
Cushing to the Secretary of War, dated 
Mit. Dist., No. 2, HeapquaRTERS, 
New London, Aug. 12,1814, 10 o’clock, P. M. 
“By the letter of the 11th instant, from Gov- 
of which I enclose a copy, you will 





- see that he has ordered the militia called for on 


the 10th; but, for the reasons therein stated, 
claims the right of placing a Major General at 
their head. I shall endeavor to satisfy him that, 
with the number of men called for, a Major Gen- 


- eral cannot be received; but, if he should per- 


sist, how is the difficulty to be gotten over ?” 


a 


Extract of a letter from John Cotton Smith to General 


Cushing, dated 
Srate or Connecticut, SaHaron, 
® August 11, 1814, 9 o’clock, A. M. 
“Your communication, by express, is this mo- 


ment received. oS Soa 
“ Major General Williams is directed to retain 


the militia now on duty until they shall be re- 


- lieved by the force ordered out, conformably to 


| _ your request, or unless circumstances shall justify 
an earlier dismission. 


“Tt is probable the draught for the new detach- 


ment is not completed; but Brigadier General 
| Lusk, detailed under the orders of the 28th ultimo, 
is instructed, by the return of the express, to has- 


ten it as fast as possible, and to march, without 
a moment’s delay, with the first and third regi- 
ments, whose places of rendezvous are Hartford 
and Norwich. Their numbers will make the 
complement you require, including artillery. 

“ As the force requested by you will constitute 
a majority of the detachment, there is an evident 
peopriesy that it should be commanded by the 

ajor General detailed pursuant to the recom- 
mendation of the President. He will accordingly 
be directed to enter the service as soon as the ne- 
cessary arrangements will permit. In the mean- 
time Brigadier General Lusk is ordered to report 
himself to you agreeably to your desire.” 





Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. Cush- 
ing to the Secretary of War, dated 
Mit. Dist., No. 2, HeapauartTers, 
New London, August 29, 1814. 
“IT deem it proper, at this time, to lay before 
yen a copy of my correspondence with Governor 
mith, from the 14th to the 28th, inclusive. Un- 
willing to relinquish his project for introducing a 
Major General of militia into the service of the 
United States, the Governor has attempted to 
prevail on me to accept a command of six hun- 
dred men, to be posted at New Haven, under the 


» command of Major General Taylor, who, it ap- 


pears, must be provided for. 

“I have agreed to accept the men, if properly 
officered, because it will enable me to discharge 
an equal number, which must otherwise be 
marched from this neighborhood; but 1 have 
pointedly refused to recognise the Major Gene- 
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ral, or to have the men mustered and supplied, 
on any other consideration but that of their being 
subject to my orders.” 





Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing to 
his Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the 
State of Connecticut, dated 


Mi. Disr., No. 2, HEapquarTERs, 
New London, August 14, 1814. 

“A brigade in the army of the United States 
should consist of two thousand men, and the de- 
tachment of militia required of your Excellency, 
by my letter of the 10th instant, does not exceed 
one thousand seven hundred, which is probably 
less than any brigade of militia in the State of 
Connecticut. In asking for a Brigadier General 
to command this force, | have certainly gone as 
far as I am authorized by my instructions from 
the War Department; which are, “that a due 
proportion, in all cases, be maintained between 
officers and privates ;” and | trust that, on reflec- 
tion. your Excellency will relinquish the idea of 
ordering a Major General to assume the command 
of less than a complete brigade. 

“Should cireumstances require a further call 
for men, to an extent equal to a Major General’s 
command, wee the one thousand seven hun- 
dred, 1 shall not fail to include that officer in my 
requisition.” 





Copy of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing to 
his Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the 
State of Connecticut, dated 


Mu.. Dist., No. 2, Heapevarters, 
New London, August 24, 1814. 


A copy of your Excellency’s letter to me of the 
1lth instant has been transmitted to the Secre- 
tary of War, and I have the honor to enclose an 
extract of a letter from him on the subject of 
militia draughts, and a copy of the rules referred 
to in his letter. 

In acting on the late requisition of the Presi- 
dent, for three thousand men, to be organized for 
the service of the United States, I had presumed 
that your Excellency would have pursued the 
course suggested by that requisition, and formed 
the State’s quota into three regiments, of one 
thousand men each; and, under that impression, 
in my letter of the 10th instant, I did not express 
the number of privates, non-commissioned and 
commissioned officers, required. It now appears 
that a different course has been adopted, and the 
quota of the State formed into four regiments ; 
but, although, in point of form, there is consider- 
able difference between the three thousand men, 
as organized by your Excellency, and the same 
number, as organized in the Army of the United 
States, yet, as a due proportion between officers 
and privates will be maintained, and no additional 
expense incurred, I shall consider the spirit and 
intention of the rule as having been fully com- 
plied with, by the organization which your Ex- 
cellency has been pleased to direct. 
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Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith, Governor of the State of Connecticut, to 
Brigadier General Cushing, dated 

Hartrorp, August 25, 1814. 

“ As you seem, sir, not to have understood, cor- 
rectly, the views of this Government, with respect 
to the late detachment, it is fit that I state them 
to you distinctly. 

“The communication from the War Depart- 
ment, under date of the 4th July last, relative to 
a detachment from the militia, for the purpose 
therein mentioned, did not assume the style of a 
‘requisition, and for the obvious reason, that there 
existed no law toauthorize it, The invitation (for 
such was its purport) was accepted by the Execu- 
tive of this State, from a desire to co-operate in 
what appeared to the President a proper measure 
of defence for the Atlantic coast. The terms of 
compliance are contained in the general orders 
issued on the 28th July, a transcript of which 

ou have received. In organizing the regiment, 
conformed as nearly as possible to the act of 

Congress, passed the 8th May, 1792. I am not 

informed that there is now in operation any other 

act of the National Legislature on that subject. 

If your instructions from the War Department 

materially interfere with the requirements of this 

act, it is indeed a subject of regret, but not of 
doubt, as to the authority which ought, in such 
case, to prevail. 

“Tam happy, however, to perceive, that you 
do not consider the difference as essentially vary- 
ing the result.” 





Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing to 
his Excellency John Cotton Smith, Governor of the 
State of Connecticut, dated 

Mi. Dist., No. 2, HEADQUARTERS, 
August 28, 1814. 

“ Your Excellency’s letter of the 25th instant 
was received last evening, and shall be submitted 
to the Secretary of War by the next mail. 

“ Not having the communication from the War 
Department, under date of the 4th July, before 
me, when my letter to your Excellency, of the 
24th instant, was written, I inadvertently used 
the term requisition, when I should have em- 
ployed that of invitation; and I beg leave to as- 
sure your Excellency that this was done without 
any intention or desire of giving to the invitation 
of the President, or the acceptance of your Ex- 
cellency, a different understanding from that origi- 
nally intended.” 





Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. Cush- 
ing to the Secretary of War, dated 


Miz. Dist., No. 2, HeapquarTers, 

New London, Sept. 2, 1814. 
“T have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter 
from Governor Smith, of the 30th of August, 
with my reply of this date. : 
“Tt is now pretty evident that the Governor 
and Council have determined that their militia 
shall not be commanded by an officer of the Uni- 


ted States; and it is possible an attempt may be 
made to withdraw the brigade now in service, | 
am, however, of opinion, that this will not be done 
before the meeting of the Legislature.” 


Copy of a letter from his Excellency John C. Smith 
to Brigadier General Cushing, dated 


Hartrorp, August 30, 1814. 

Sir: Colonel Waid has delivered me your letter 
of the 28th instant. 

In referring you to the views of this Govern. 
ment respecting the detachment lately organized, 
it was my design not to criticise your language, 
but to point your attention to the precise condi- 
tions upon which that detachment was formed. 
The right of command, you will perceive, is ex. 
pressly reserved. The detachment thus consti- 
tuted is accepted; and with a knowledge of the 
reservation just mentioned, you requested a large 
portion of the troops for public service. What. 
ever sentiments, therefore, may be entertained as 
to the right of the Executive of the State to di- 
rect its military force, when ordinarily employed 
in the national service, it surely cannot be ques- 
tioned in the presentinstance. If, at your partic. 
ular desire, Brigadier General Lusk was ordered 
to report himself to you, in the manner suggested 
in my letter of the 11th instant, I trust it evinces 
a spirit of accommodation which will be duly 
appreciated. 

I think, sir, you will be satisfied, upon reflec- 
tion, that you should have requested the Major 
General, when you called fora majority of the 
detachment; especially if you consider that an- 
other brigade of militia was at that time on duty; 
and, from appearances, the services of both might 
become necessary. That a Brigadier General of 
the regular army, with no troops in the field, 
should insist on the command of two entire brig- 
ades of milita, whose Brigadier Generals held se- 
nior commissions, would have produced a case 
which neither precedent nor principle could justify. 
To avoid so unusual and embarrassing a state of 
things, it became my duty to order the Major 
General into service. Having been properly de- 
tailed, no casual diminution of numbers can affect 
his right of command. 

I enclose you the opinion of the Council in re- 
lation as well to this point as to the employment 
of a larger force at New Haven and Bridgeport. 
Their opinion is in perfect accordance with my 
own, and, therefore, will be carried into effect. 
The troops destined for these posts will arrive 
at New Haven on the 8th, and at Bridgeport on 
the 13th of September next. If no officer of the 
United States appears to muster them, that duty 
will be performed by an officer of the militia, 
Seed to the late act of Congress. If supplies 
are withheld by your order, they will be furnished 


by the proper officers of the State, and charged 
over to the United States. 
It is hoped the services of the third regiment 
may be dispensed with for the present. __ 
From the harmony with which the service was 
conducted the last season, under an arrangement 
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ee 
not essentially dissimilar, I flattered myself that 
a temper equally conciliatory would distinguish 
the present campaign. Whilst I lament that any 
difference of opinion should exist as to the par- 
ticular mode of defending our country, ata mo- 





ment when its dearest interests are in jeopardy, I 


cannot lose sight of the high duties which I am 


 solemaly bound to discharge. 


Extract from the proceedings of the Governor and 


tase 


Council, at a meeting held at Hartford, the 24th 

day of August, A. D. 1814. 

His Excellency the Governor laid before the 
Council a correspondence between him and 
Brigadier General Cushing, in regard to the 
command of two regiments of the militia of this 
State, now in service, and requested the advice 
of the Council thereon. 

The Council, on mature deliberation, cannot 
doubt the right or expediency, under existing cir- 
cumstances, of having in service, from this State, 
a Major General, authorized to command such 
portions of the military force as is, or may be, in 
service for its defence. 





Extract of a letter from General Cushing to John C. 
Smith, Governor of Connecticut, dated 


Mit. Dist., No. 2, Heapquarrenrs, 
New London, Sept. 2, 1814. 

Your Exceilency’s letter of the 30th of August 
was received this morning by the Southern mail. 

Whether I have understood “ the views of the 
Government, (Connecticut) respecting the de- 
tachment lately organized,” or not, is, in my esti- 
mation, a question of no ann at this time, 
since, by referring to my letter of the 10th of 
August, your Excellency will there find the con- 
ditions on which the draughted militia, now in 
service, were asked for, and have been received 
into the service of the United States. If these 
conditions did not accord with the “ views of this 
Government,” it is not for me to assign the mo- 
tive which induced your Excellency to make the 
detachment ; but, while I regret that any misun- 
derstanding should exist on this subject, I feel con- 
fident that my communications have been too ex- 
plicit to leave a doubt as to the course authorized 
a enjoined by the Government of the United 

tates. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 


State or Connecticut, 
Hartford, Sept. 3, 1814. 
In consequence of the exposed and defenceless 
situation of the town of New Haven, and borough 
of Bridgeport, I have thought proper, by the ad- 
vice of the Council, to order into service six hun- 
dred men, for the protection of these places, 
The general officer of the United States, located 
at New London, has been advised of this proce- 
dure, and has also been requested to cause the 
troops to be duly mustered and supplied. 
He admits the propriety of the measure, but, 
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as I understand, refuses to comply with the re- 


quest, and on grounds which, in my view, are 
wholly inadmissible. 

It is my duty, sir, to inform you of these cir- 
cumstances, and to express the assurance I feel 
that you will order the requisite supplies to be 
immediately furnished. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
Smith to the Secretary of War, dated 


State or Connecticut, 
Hartford, Sept. 14, 1814. 

I am informed the agent of the United States, at 
New London, has refused any further subsistence 
to the militia now on duty in that vicinity, upon 
the unfounded pretext, that they are withdrawn 
from service by my authority. Unwilling to 
hazard the safety of those posts, and the national 
property in the river, by disbanding the troops, 
I have directed the Commissary General of the 
State to provide for them, until the pleasure of 
the President shall be known. 

You will perceive the importance, sir, of appri- 
zing me, without delay, whether the agent is to 
be countenanced in the course he has thought 
proper to adopt; and, also, how far I am to rely 
on the General Government for assistance, in the 
necessary defence of the State. 


[Nore.—A letter was written to the Governor 
of Connecticut, inreply to these letters to the De- 
partment of War, to the same effect with that to 
the Governor of Massachusetts, of September 
14, 1814.] 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe, Secretary of 
War, to his Excellency John C. Smith, Governor 


of Connecticut, dated 
Ocroser 17, 1814. 


Sir: I have had the honor to receive your Ex- 
cellency’s communication of ——. The letters 
mentioned in it had been before received. 

The regulations of this Department, in confor- 
mity to the laws of the United States, having de- 
signated commands for different grades of general 
officers of the militiatwo thousand men for a 
Brigadier General—and General Cushing not hav- 
ing called for more than two thousand men at any 
time, and there not being more than that number 
of militia in the field, it was thought that the 
command of them ought not to be committed to 
a Major General of the militia. 

The tendency of such an arrangement would 
be to take the force assembled for the defence of 
the military district, No. 2, out of the hands of 
the officer to whom the President had intrusted 
it. It was on this principle that my letter to 
your Excellency, of the 17th of September, was 
addressed, and with intention to explain the princi- 
ples on which the arrangements of this Govern- 
ment were made, for the defence of every part of 
the United States; which explanation I gave on 
a belief that it would be satisfactory, and that it 
was particularly my duty to give it at this very 
important crisis of our affairs. 
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It is, however, distinctly to be understood that, C3) 
if the whole quota assigned to Connecticut had | © 


been called into service, it would have been pro- 
per to have committed the command to a Major 
General of the militia, who, in cases where he 
and a Brigadier General of the Army of the Uni- 
nited States acted together, would take the com- 
mand of him. I have the honor to be, &c. 





Copy of a letter from T. H. Cushing, Brigadier Gene- 
ral, to the Secretary of War, dated 
Mu. Dist., No. 2, Heapauarrers, 
New r 12, 1814. 

Sin: The enclosed copies, marked (a) (6) (<) 
and (d) will show you the situation in which | 
am placed, with respect tothe militia in the State 
of Connecticut, and that it will be impossible for 
me to repel any attack of the enemy within its 
limits, not directed against the forts in this harbor, 
or the very small and inconsiderable battery in 
the neighborhood of New Haven. 

The letter of Governor Smith was delivered to 
me yesterday morning, by the Aid of Major Gene- 
ral Taylor. I inquired whether his General had 
been ordered into service by the Government of 
the United States, and assured him, if this was 
the case, | would, most cheerfully, resign to him, 
not only the command of the draughted militia, 
but of this military district. He replied that 
General Taylor had no such orders; but that he 
had been ordered by Governor Smith to take 
command of the draughted militia of Connecti- 
cut, in the service of the United States, and 
would immediately assume the command, and 
issue his orders agreeably to the Governor’s in- 
structions. 

rig that the usual report of the brigade 
was not furnished by Brigadier General Lusk, I 
sent for him to inquire the reason for this neglect, 
and to admonish him of the consequences which 
would ensue, in the event of his failing to dis- 
charge the duties of his station, as an officer in 
the service of the United States, and, as such, not 
accountable to Governor Smith, or any of his 
militia Generals. 

The Brigadier requested a short time to make 
up his mind, as to the course he should pursue ; 
and I heard nothing more from him until two 
o’clock this day, when his answer to my note was 
received, and the enclosed district order imme- 
diately issued. 

1 understand that General Taylor is making 
arrangements for the supply of Lusk’s brigade at 
this place, aad in its neighborhood; and it will 
readily occur to you that the power to call mili- 
tia into service, vested in me by the President’s 
proclamation, cannot be exercised to any benfi- 
cial result, since, the moment such militia shall 
have assembled, in pursuance of my requisition, 
they will be taken from me by State authorities. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 


servant, 
T. H. CUSHING. 
The Hon. James Monros, 
Secretary of War. 


y of a letter from his Excellency John Cotton 
‘Binith, Governor of the State of Connecticut, to 
Brigadier General Cushing, dated 

Hartrorp, Sept. 9, 1814. 


Sir: Conformably to the original arrange. 
ment, Major General Taylor now goes to take 
the command of the militia on duty at New 
London and its ion 

He will retain or reduce their present number, 
according to existing circumstances. Upon this 
and other subjects, connected with the safety of 
those posts, he is instructed, and will be disposed 
to confer with you freely, and to promote, by ali 
means in his power, that concert of operation on 
which the success of the service must essentially 
depend. 

(d.) 

Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Cushing 
to Brigadier General Lusk, commanding militia, 
dated 

Mit. Dist., No. 2, Heapquartenrs, 
New London, Sept. 12, 1814. 


Sir: The usual reports of the brigade of 
draughted militia under your command, in the 
service of the United States, were not delivered 
to the Adjutant General of the district yesterday, 
and report says that you have received, and are 
acting under, the orders of a militia officer, not 
in the service of the United States. 

It has, therefore, become necessary that you 
assign a reason, in writing, for withholding your 
reports, and contradict or admit the fact of your 
having received, and actually executing, the or- 
ders of an officer not in the service of the United 
States. 

(¢.) 


Copy of a letter from Brigadier General Lusk, of the 
militia, to Brigadier General Cushing, dated 
New Lonpon, Sept. 12, 1814. 

Sir: Lhave the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your note of this sore The foliow- 
ing is an extract of the order of his Excellency 
the Captain General, dated the 28th of July, 
1814: 

“ The troops thus detached, are to be complete- 
ly armed and equipped according to law, and, 
until otherwise directed, will be held in readiness 
to march at a moment’s warning, for the purpose 
of repelling invasions of the enemy, under such 
orders as they shall receive from the Command- 
er-in-Chief.” 

The following isan extract of a letter of in- 
struction to me, from Governor Smith, dated 
Sharon, 11th August, 1814; 

“You will inform General Cushing, by letter, 
of your state of readiness, and take his directions 
as to the route, and place or places of destination, 
and to conform to his instructions, until the ar- 
rival of Major General Taylor, who will take the 
command as soon as his health and the necessary 
arrangements will permit.” 

In addition to the above, Major General Tay- 
lor issued his orders to me, under date of the 11th 
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of September, 1814, directing me to discontinue 
calling at the office of the Commanding General 
of the district for orders, and to obey no orders 
excepting such as shall be issued under the au- 
thority of this State. 

He has also required of me regularly to make 
report to him of the forces under my command. 

From a perusal of the foregoing extracts, you 
will readily infer the only answer to your inter- 
rogations which I have the power to make. 


(d.) 
Copy of District Orders, dated 
Mit. Dist., No. 2, HeapaquarTers, 
New London, Sept. 12, 1814. 

The brigade of draughted militia from the State 
of Connecticut having been withdrawn from the 
service of the United States by his Excellency 
Governor Smith; and Brigadier General Lusk, 
the commanding officer of the said brigade, hav- 
ing refused to receive and obey the orders of the 
Brigadier General commanding this military 
district, no further supplies of any description are 
to be delivered to him, or his brigade, for and on 
account of the United States, without an express 
written order from the Brigadier General com- 
manding, or from his superior officer, actually in 
the service of the United States. 

By order of the Commanding General. 

P. P. SCHUYLER, 
Adjutant General. 








Copy of a letter from his Excellency William Jones to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


Provipence, April 22, 1812. 

Str: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter, under date of the 15th instant, requiring me 
to take effectual measures to detach five hundred 
of the militia of Rhode Island, and that they be 
armed and equipped for actual service within the 
shortest period that circumstances will permit. 

The General Assembly of this State will be in 
session in a few days, when I shall embrace the 
bag opportunity to lay the request before 
them. 





Copy of a letter from his Excellency William Jones to 
the Secretary of War, dated 
Provipence, June 18, 1812. 

Sir: Your communication of the 12th instant 
came to hand by last evening’s mail; and, in re- 
ply, permit me to state that, for the quota of mili- 
tia required by the act of Congress of April 10, 
1812, the General Assembly of this State, at their 
session, in May last, ordered a return of our mili- 
tia made on or before the 4th of July next, and 
that therefrom a draught of the number required 
will be made, as soon as practicable, and ready 
for service. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency William Jones 
to the Secretary of War, dated 


Provipence, Aug. 22, 1812. 
I have not been able to obtain an entire return 
of the men draughted, as this State’s quota of 


militia, alluded to in my last, until the 11th in- 
stant. It is now done, and the detachment organ- 
ized, as per enclosed roll, and will be held in 
readiness to act, when, in my opinion, any of the 
exigencies provided for by the Constitution, and 
referred to by the late act of Congress, under 
which they are detached, exists, agreeably to the 
opinion and advice of the Covseil of this State, 
given me on the occasion. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency William Jones, 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island, to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, dated 

Provipence, June 29, 1814. 


The views of the General Assembly, the Coun- 
cil of War, and myself, will be discovered from 
the act of Assembly, passed at their late session, 
a copy of which Mr. Searle will present to you, 
with whom I request you will make all the ne- 
cessary arrangements for carrying it into full 
effect. 

He will discuss the subject of his mission fully, 
and, I trust, to your satisfaction, so that the State 
will, by the assistance of the United States, be 
placed in a posture of defence, at least, against 
the predatory incursions of the enemy. 





Extract of a letter from Nathaniel Searle, jr., to the 
President of the United States, dated 
Wasuincron Ciry, July 6, 1814. 

The views of the General Assembly, of the 
Council of War, and of the Governor, will be 
clearly discovered, in relation to this subject, from 
an act of the Assembly, passed at their late June 
session, a copy. of which I herewith present. 

I beg leave, therefore, in behalf of the State by 
whose authority | am deputed, to solicit the pe- 
culiar attention of the President to her perilous 
and calamitous situation; to request of him a 
reimbursement of the expenditures already made, 
and the prompt provision of a military force for 
her protection ; or that he will furnish, herewith, 
pecuniary means by which she can place herself 
in an attitude of defence. 


State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations. 
In Genera. AsSsEMBLY, 
June Session, A. D. 1814. 
An Act providing for the defence of the State. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly, and by 
the authority thereof it is enacted, That his Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Council of War, be and he is 
hereby authorized and requested to order into 
immediate service, aceording to the provisions of 
the Constitution, and of the laws of the United 
States, such portion of the militia and chartered 
companies of this State as he may think neces- 
sary for the defence of the most exposed parts 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That his 
Excellency, the Governor, may draught or detach 





eer em eae! 
sere ae Sees 
i si A scr 


FP eae 


i aah, 


f 
'3 
my 
oy 
Ps 
£ 
Ke 








1791 


the said militia, and chartered companies as he 
may think expedient; and that any private sol- 
dier of the militia, draughted or detached, may 
furnish an able-bodied man as a substitute. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That each 
and every non-commissioned officer and private 
soldier shall receive two dollars per month, out of 
the general treasury, in addition to the pay al- 
lowed by the United States. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That his Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, be and he is hereby re- 
quested to cause the draughted or detached militia 
and chartered companies to be relieved as often 
as the nature of the service will permit. 

See. 5. And be it further enacted, That all 
process, for the recovery of debt or taxes, against 
the non-commissioned officers and private sol- 
diers, draughted or detached as aforesaid, shall be 
stayed during the time they are in service. 

Ec. 6. And be it further enacted, That his 
Excellency, the Governor, be authorized and em- 
powered to raise a State corps, and to appoint 
officers therefor, as soon as the President of the 
United States consents to receive them into ser- 
vice for the defence of this State; and that the 
officers appointed as aforesaid be commissioned 
by his Excellency, the Governor, in the usual 
manner. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That his 
Excellency, the Governor, and Council of War, 
be authorized and requested to furnish to the 
towns most exposed, such ordnance, on travelling 
carriages, and such equipments and ammunition, 
as they shall think proper; and to furnish the 
militia with tumbrils for transporting their am- 
munition. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That his 
Excellency, the Governor, be authorized to draw 
on the general treasury for any sum not exceed- 
ing ten thousand dollars, for the purpose of carry- 
ing this act iato effect. - 


A true copy. 
Witness: SAMUEL EDDY, 
Secretary. 





Extract of a letter from Brigadier General T. H. Cush- 
ing to the Secretary of War, dated 


Mix. Dist., No. 2, HeapquarTers, 
Providence, July 21, 1814. 

Your letter of the 11th instant, with enclosures, 
reached me at this place on the evening of the 
15th, and on the next morning I had an interview 
with Governor Jones, who is, at this time, delib- 
erating with his Council as to the mode of select- 
ing the Siate’s quota of five hundred men, which 
he assures me shall be raised, either by enlistment 
or draught, in a very few days. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency William Jones, 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island, to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 


Provipence, August 15, 1814. 
Since the arrangement was entered into with 
you, relative to raising a State corps, rendezvous 
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have been opened in different parts of the State 
officers appointed, and the recruiting service pro- 
gresses in a manner and with a rapidity that 
promises success. 

Should we be disappointed, however, in rais- 
ing the number proposed by enlistment, the mili- 
tia will be detached to make up the deficiency 
for the defence of the State, according to the 
invitation of the President of the United States 
of the 4th of July last. 





Extract of a letter from his Excellency William Jones, 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island, to the Sec. 
retary of War, dated 

Provipence, Sept. 8, 1814. 
Sir: lam ready, as I have by letter and through 
the Adjutant General, Colonel Searle, repeatedly 

expressed to your department, to call out the mi- 

litia, and particularly the five hundred men or- 

dered by the President, on the 4th day of July 
last, as our quota of the ninety-three thousand 
five hundred men; but we are destitute of almost 
every necessary for the comfort and subsistence 
of those men, and for making them effective as 
soldiers. We are without tents, equipage, and 
provisions, and have a very inadequate supply of 
cannon, muskets, and ammunition. I have at- 
tempted to raise a corps of five hundred men, to be 

accepted as substitutes for our quota of the mili- 

tia. In this I have not yet succeeded, having 

been able to enlist only about one hundred and 
fifty men, notwithstanding a bounty was offered 
by the State. I have also detached four compa- 
nies of militia for the defence of Newport, who 
have been called into actual service, one company 
at a time, and who were agreed to be mustered 
under the authority of the United States, as ap- 

ears by the letter of General Armstrong, dated 

uly 9, 1814 Five companies of militia were 
also called out by General Stanton, of Washing- 
ton county, to assist in the defence of Stonington, 
in Connecticut. In the actual state of affairs, the 
militia must be draughted or detached to make 
up the five hundred men; and it may very 
probably be necessary to call out a much larger 
force; but you must be perfectly sensible of the 
inefficiency of any force, without further supplies 
of the munitions of war. 





D. 
Copy of a letter from his Excellency, William Pen- 


nington, Governor of the State of New Jersey, to 
the Secretary of War, dated 
Trenton, October 29, 1814. 

Sir: Iam informed that Governor Tompkins, 
as Governor of the State of New York, has taken 
command of the third military district of the 
United States ; this district comprehends the prit- 
cipal part of New Jersey, and between two and 
three thousand Jersey militia are now in actual 
service in this district, at Sandy Hook, in the 
State of New Jersey. It might certainly appear, 
on first view, novel, at least, that a Governor of a 
State, as such, should have the command of the 
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militia of a neighboring State, within the actual 
territory of that State. I am far from entertain- 
ing a disposition, especially in the present state 
of our country, to throw the least obstruction in 
the way of the operations of the General Gov- 
ernment in any measure of defence which it may 
think proper to adopt, but I conceive it my duty 
to inquire as to the fact, and the views of the 
War Department on the subject. 





Copy of a letter from James Monroe, Secretary of War, 
to his Excellency William Pennington, Governor of 
New Jersey, dated 

NovemBer 22, 1814. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your Ex- 
cellency’s letter of the 29th ultimo, requiring 
information whether Governor Tompkins, as Gov- 
ernor of the State of New York, has been ap- 
pointed commander of the third military district, 
comprehending a part of the State of New Jersey. 
Your Excellency seems to doubt whether the 
Governor of one State can have command of the 
militia of another State, within the limits of the 
latter ; and it is to ascertain the views of the Gen- 
eral Government on that point that the inquiry 
has been made. 

The patriotic and national sentiments which 
you have expressed on this subject have afforded 
much satisfaction to the President, who desires 
that all the information which you have sought 
should be fully communicated. 

Governor Tompkins has been appointed com- 
mander of the military district of the United 
States, No. 3, by virtue of which his command 
extends to that part of the State of New Jersey, 
and to such of her militia, as have been called 
ae the service of the United States within that 
imit. 

The city of New York being menaced by the 
enemy with a formidable invasion, and the Uni- 
ted States not having a regular force to repel it, 
a large body of the militia were called into their 
service for the purpose. It was this circumstance 
which led to the appointment of Governor Tomp- 
kins to the command of the military district No. 
3, he being, in the opinion of the President, well 
qualified for the trust. 

It is a well established principle, that, when 
any portion of the militia are called into the ser- 
vice of the United States, the officers command- 
ing it ought to retain their command, and enter 
with it into that service: a Colonel with his re- 
giment; a Brigadier with his brigade; a Major 
General with hisdivision. On the same principle, 
when several divisions of the militia of any State 
are called into the service of the United States, 
the Governor of the State may be authorized to 
take the command of them, he being the highest 
officer of the militia in the State. In such a case 
the Governor of a State is viewed in his military 
character only. He becomes, it is true, the mili- 
tary commander, by virtue of his office as Gov- 
ernor; but every other feature of that character 
is lost in the service of the United States. ‘I'hey 
relate to his civil functions, in which the State 

13th Con. 3d Sess.—57 





alone is interested. The militia of one State, 
when called into the service of the United States, 
may hz marched into another State. We have 
seen the militia of Pennsylvania and Virginia 
serving in Maryland, and of North Carolina in 
Virginia, with many other examples of a like 
kind. In all these instances, the militia officers 
go with their respective corps, and, as such, no 
discrimination can be made to the exclusion of 
the Governor of a State, commanding the militia 
of a State; like other militia officers, he may 
march with the troops of his State into another 
State, and retain there his appropriate command. 
either as commander of the district, or acting 
under another Governor, to whom the President 
has already given the command. 

Your Excellency will find these principles fully 
illustrated, and more than fully established, by an 
example which took place soon after the adoption 
of the present Constitution. In the year 1794, 
when President WasHinoTon thought it proper, 
on the certificate of a judge that an insurrection 
existed in the western parts of Pennsylvania, to 
order the militia of other States there, to aid the 
militia of that Stave in suppressing it, he com- 
mitted the command of the whole force to the 
Governor of a neighboring State, who commanded 
the Governor of Pennsylvania. The relative rank 
and command of the Governor employed in the 
service was settled by the President himself. 

In general, it is not desirable to impose on the 
Governors of States the duty of commanding the 
militia of their respective States, when called into 
the service of the United States, where they su- 
persede the officer of the latter, commanding the 
military district in which such State is, because, 
as Governors, they have other duties to perform, 
which might interfere, if they did not conflict, 
with those incident to such command. A Gov- 
ernor, for example, under the influence of local 
feeling, might think the danger more imminent 
than it really was, and call into the service of the 
United States a greater force than would be ne- 
cessary. He might even set on foot expeditions 
which the General Government could not approve. 
It would be improper that the charges incident 
thereto should be defrayed by the United States. 
The Constitution contemplates the exercise of 
the national authority, in contradistinction to that 
of the State, whenever the militia of a State are 
called into the service of the United States. The 
call must be made by the President, or by his au- 
thority, to be obligatory on the nation. If made 
by the Governor of a State it is the act of the 
State, and obligatory on it only. These objec- 
tions, however, to the union of both trusts in the 
same person, did not apply to the employment of 
the Governor of New York. All the force ne- 
cessary for the defence of that State had already 
been called for, by order of this Government, and 
put into the service of the United States; and 
although the Governor is authorized to dismiss a 
part of the militia, in certain cases, he is instruct- 
ed not to call out any without a special sanction 
from this department. } 

Your Excellency will observe, that the objec- 
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tion to the cémmand of the militia of a State by 
its Governor, when called into the service of the 
United States, does not apply except to cases in 
which the command of the military district of 
the United States is superseded. In every other 
case, even in those having that effect, under sim- 
ilar circumstances with that under consideration, 
such active, patriotic service, by prone so highly 
intrusted by their country, will be seen by the 
President with great interest and satisfaction. Its 
example could not fail to produce the happiest 
effect, 
I have the honor to be, &ec. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. W. Penninoton. 


CAPTURE OF THE BRITISH FLEET ON 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 


[Communicated to the Senate, October 6, 1814.] 
Navy Derantment, Oct, 3, 1814, 


Sir: In compliance with your request I have 
now the honor to enclose copies of ail the docu- 
ments received from Captain Macdonough, in 
relation to the brilliant and extraordinary victory 
achieved by the United States’ squadron under 
his command, over that of the enemy, in Platts- 
burg Bay, on Lake Champlain. 

his action, like that of its prototype on Lake 
Erie, cannot be portrayed in language correspond- 
ing with the universal and just sdmiation inspired 
by the exalted prowess, consummate skill, and 
cool persevering intrepidity, which will ever dis- 
— this splendid and memorable event. 

his, like those brilliant naval victories which 

eded it, has its peculiar features, which mark 
it with a distinct character: It was fought at 
anchor. The firm, compact, and well-formed 
line, the preparations for all the evolutions of 
which the situation was susceptible, and the adroit- 
ness and decisive effect with which oy were 
performed in the heat of battle, mark no less the 
sesqment which planned than the valor and skill 
displayed in the execution. 

ll these are heightened by the contemplation 
of a vigorous and greatly superior force moving 
down upon this line, in his own time, select- 
ing his position, and choosing his distance, ani- 
mated by the er of a powerful army, in 
co-operation, and stimulated by the settled confi- 
dence of victory. 

To view it in the abstract, it is not surpassed 
by any naval victory on record; to appreciate its 
results, it is perhaps, one of the most important 
events in the history of our country. 

That it will be justly estimated, and the victors 
duly honored by the Councils of the nation, the 
justice and liberality hitherto displayed, on simi- 
ar occasions, is a sufficient pledge. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

W. JONES. 

Hon. Cuarces Tarr, 


Chairman Naval Committee. 
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U. S. snip Saratoga, 


off Platisburg, Sept. 11, 1814, 


Sin: The Almighty has been pleased to grant 
usa signal victory on Lake Champlain, in the 
capture of one frigate, one brig, and two sloops of 
war, of the enemy. 

L have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir 
your obedient servant, 

T. MACDONOUGH, 
Commanding. 
Hon. Witttam Jones, 


Secretary of the Navy. 





U. 8. sure Saratoga, 
At anchor off Plattsburg, Sept. 13, 1814. 


Sir: By Lieutenant Commandant Cassin I have 
the honor to convey to you the flags of His Brit. 
annic Majesty’s late squadron, captured on the 
ilth instant, by the United States’ squadron un- 
der my command. Also, my despatches relating 
to that occurrence, which would. have been in 
your possession at an earlier period but for the 
difficulty in arranging the different statements. 

The squadron under my command now lies at 
Plattsburg: it will bear a considerable dimiou- 
tion, and leave a force sufficient to repel any at- 
tempt of the enemy in this quarter. I shall wait 
your order what to do with the whole or any pari 
thereof; and, should it be consistent, I beg you 
will favor me with permission to leave the lake, 
and place me under the command of Commodore 
Decatur, at New York. My health, (being some 
time on the lake,) together with the almost cer- 
tain inactivity of future naval operations here, 
are among the causes of this request for my 
removal. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

T. MACDONOUGH. 

Hon. Wituiam Jones, 

Secretary of the Navy. 





U. S. snip Sararoaa, 
Platisburg Bay, Sept. 13, 1814. 

Sir: I have the honor togive you the particu- 
lars of the action which took place on the 11th 
instant on this lake. 

For several days the enemy were on their way 
to Plattsburg by land and water, and it being un- 
derstood that an attack would be made at the 
same time by their land and naval forces, | deter- 
eines to await at anchor the approach of the 
atter. 

At 8 A. M. the lookout boat announced the ap- 
roach of the enemy. At 9, he anchored ina 
ine ahead, at about three hundred yards distance 

from my line; his ship opposed to the Saratoga, 
his brig to the Eagle, Captain Robert Henley, 
his galleys, thirteen in umber, to the schooner, 
sloop, and a division of our galleys; one of his 
sloops assisting their ship a brig, the other as- 
sisting their galleys; our remaining galleys with 
the Saratoga and Eagle. In this situation, the 
whole force, on both sides, became engaged, the 
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Saratoga meres much from the heavy fire of 
the Confiance. I could perceive, at the same 
time, however, that our fire was very destructive 
toher. The Ticonderoga, Lieutenant Command- 
ant Cassin, gallantly sustained her full share of 
the action. At half past ten o’clock, the Eagle, 
not being able to bring her guns to bear, cut her 
cable, and anchored in a more eligible position, 
between my ship and the Ticonderoga, where she 
very much annoyed the enemy, but unfortunately 
leaving me exposed to a galling fire from the en- 
emy’s brig. Our gunson the starboard side being 
nearly all dismounted or not manageable, a stern 
anchor was let go, the bower cable cut, and the 
ship winded, with a fresh broadside on the enemy’s 


side was then sprung to bear on the brig, which 
surrendered in about fifteen minutes after. 

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle had 
struck some time before, and drifted down the line; 
the sloop which was with their galleys having 
struck also; three of their galleys are said to be 
sunk, the others pulled off. Our galleys were 
about obeying, with alacrity, the signal to follow 
them; when all the vessels were reported to me 
to be in a sinking state; it then became necessary 
to annul the signa! to the galleys, and order their 
men to the pumps. 

I could only look at the enemy’s galleys going 
off in a shattered condition, for there was nota 
mast in either squadron that could stand to make 
sail on; the lower rigging, being nearly all shot 
away, hung down as though it had been just placed 
over the mast heads, 


The Saratoga had fifty-five round shot in her 
hull; the Confiance one hundred and five. The 
enemy’s shot passed principally just over our 
heads, as there were not twenty whole hammocks 
in the nettings at the close of the action, which 
lasted, without intermission, two hours and twenty 
minutes. 

The absence and sickness of Lieutenant Ray- 
mond Perry, left me without the services of that 
excellent officer. Much ought fairly to be attri- 
buted to him for his great care and attention in 
disciplining the ship’s crew, as her first lieutenant. 
His place was filled by a gallant young officer, 
Lieutenant Peter Gamble, who, I regret to inform 
you, was killed early in theaction. Acting Lieu- 
tenant Vallette worked the first and second divi- 
sions of guns, with able effect. Sailingmaster 
Brum’s attention to the springs, and in the exe- 
cution of the order to wind the ship, and occasion- 
ally at the guns, meets with my entire approbation; 
also Captain Young’s, commanding the acting 
marines, who took his men to the guns. Mr. 
Beale, purser, was of great service at the guns, 
and in carrying ee throughout the ship, 
with Midshipman Montgomery. Master’s Mate 
Joshua Justin had command of the third division; 
his conduct during the action was that ofa brave 
and correct officer. Midshipmen Monteath, Gra- 
ham, Williamson, Platt, Twing, and acting mid- 
shipman Baldwin, all behaved well, and gave 
evidence of their making valuable officers. 
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The Saratoga was twice set on fire by hot shot 


from the enemy’s ship. 


I close, sir, this communication with feelings 


of gratitude for the able support I received from 
every Officer and man attached to the squadron 
which I have the honor to command. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 


your most obedient servant, 


T. MACDONOUGH. 
Hon, Wituiam Jones, 


Secretary of the Navy. 
P. S. Accompanying this is a list of killed and 


wounded, a list of prisoners, and a precise state- 
ment of both forces enapeed. Also letters from 
Captain Henley and 

ship, which soon after surrendered. Our broad- | C 


lieutenant Commandant 
assin. 





U. S. sip Saratoaa, Sept. 13, 1814. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a list of 


the killed and wounded on board the different 
vessels of the squadron under your command in 
the action of tbe 11th instant. 


It is impossible to ascertain correctly the loss 


of the enemy. From the best information received 
from the British officers, from my own observa- 
tions, and from various lists found on board the 
Confiance, I calculate the number of men on board 
of that ship, at the commencement of the action, 
at two hundred and seventy, of whom one hun- 
dred and eighty at least were killed and wounded, 
and on board the other captured vessels at least 
eighty more, making in the whole, killed and 
wounded, two hundred and sixty. This is, doubt- 
less, short of the real namber,as many were thrown 
overboard from the Confiance during the engage- 


ment. 

The muster books must have been thrown over- 
board, or otherwise, disposed of, as they are not 
to be found. 

I am, sir, es your obedient servant, 

GEO. BEALE, Jr., Purser. 

Tuomas Macponouaa, Esq., 

Commanding U. S. squadron 
on Lake Champlain. 





Return of killed and wounded on board the United 
States squadron on Lake Champlain, in the en- 
gagement with the British fleet, on the llth of 
September, 1814. 

Sap Sararoaa. 

Killed—Peter Gamble, lieutenant; Thomas 
Butler, quarter gunner; James Norberry, boat- 
swain’s mate; iste Davis, quartermaster ; 
William Wyer, sailmaker; William Brickell, 
seaman; Peter Johnson, ditto; John Coleman, 
ditto; Benjamin Burrill, ordinary seaman; An- 
drew Parmlee, ditto; Peter Post seaman ; David 
Bennett, ditto; Ebenezer Johnson, ditto; Joseph 
Couch, landsman; Thomas Stephens, seaman ; 
John White, ordinary seaman ; Randall McDon- 
ald, ditto; Samuel Smith, seaman; Thomas Ma- 
lony, ordinary seaman ; Andrew Nelson, seaman ; 
John Sellack, ditto; Peter Hanson, ditto; Jacob 
Laraway, ditto; Edward Moore, ditto; Jerome 
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Williams, ordinary seaman ; James Carlisle, ma- 
rine; John Smart, seaman. 
We James M. Baldwin potas mien” 


man; Joseph Barron, pilot; Robert ry, quar- 
porgnanet ; George Cassin, quartermaster; John 
Hollingsworth, seaman; Purnall Smith, ditto ; 
Thomas Robinson, ditto; John Ottiwell, ditto; 
John Thompson, ordinary seaman ; William Ta- 
bee, ditto; William Williams, ditto; John Rob- 
erson, seaman; John Towns, landsman; John 
Shays, seaman ; John 8. mond, ditto; James 
Barlow, ditto; James Nagle, ordinary seaman, 
John Lanman, seaman; Peter Colberg, ditto; 
William Newton, ordinary seaman ; Neil J. Heid- 
mont, seaman, James Steward ditto; John Ad- 
ams, landsman ; Charles Ratche, seaman; Ben- 
jamin Jackson, marine; Jesse Vanhorn, ditto; 
oseph Ketter, ditto; Samuel Pearson, ditto. 


Brie Eacte. 

Killed—Peter Vandermere, master’s mate ; Jno. 
Ribero, seaman; Jacob Lindman, ditto; Perkins 
Moore, ordinary seaman ; James Winship, ditto ; 
Thomas Anwright, ditto; Nace Wilson, ditto; 
Thomas Lewis, boy; John Wallace, marine ; 
Joseph Heaton, ditto; Robert Stratton, ditto; 
James M. Hale musician ; John Wood, ditto. 

Wounded—Joseph Smith, lieutenant ; William 
A. Spencer, acting lieutenant; Francis Breeze, 
master’s mate ; Abraham Waters, pilot; William 
C. Allen, quartermaster ; James Duick, quarter- 

nner; Andrew McEwen, seaman; Zebediah 

oncklin, ditto; Joseph Valentine, ditto; John 
Hartley, ditto; John Miclin, ditto; Robert Buck- 
ley, ditto; Purnell Boice, ordinary seaman; Aaron 
Fitzgerald, boy ; John N. Craig, seaman; John 
McKenney, ditto; Matthew Seviver, marine ; 
George Mainwaring, ditto; Henry Jones, ditto ; 
John McCarty, ditto. 

ScHooner TiconDEROGA. 

Killed—Johbn Stansbury, lieutenant; John Fish- 
er, boatswain’s mate ; John Atkinson, ditto ; Hen- 
ry Johnson, seaman ; Deodorick Think, marine ; 
John Sharp, ditto. 

Wounded—Patrick Cassin, seaman; Ezekiel 
Goud, ditto; Samuel Sawyer, ditto; William Le 
Count, ditto; Henry Collins, ditto; John Con- 
don, marine. 

Stoop Pareste. 

Killed—Rogers Carter, acting sailingmaster ; 
— Rowe, boatswain’s mate. 

ounded—None. 


Gunpoat Borer. 
Killed—Arthur W. Smith, purser’s steward ; 
Thomas Gill, boy ; James Day, marine. 
Wounded—Ebenezer Cobb, corporal marines. 
Gounsoat CenrtiPepe. 
Wounded—James Taylor, landsman. 


Gounpoat WILMER. 
Wounded—Peter Frank, seamen. 
Gunsoats. 


Nettle, Allen, Viper, Burrows, Ludlow, Ay)- 
wyo, Ballard.— None killed or wounded. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Killed. Wounded, 
Saratoga - - - -+ = 28 agg 
Hagle= 5 2° Soo iine 18° OD 
Ticonderoga - - - = 6 6 
Preble Sar er ee ee 
Contiped Ss antalettvcalhasMice 1 
entipede - - - ° - 00 1 
Wilmer - - - = «+ 00 1 
Es chitinase 0: Bocce 
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GEORGE BEALE, Jr. Purser. 
Approved: T. Macpvonoven. 


— 





List of Prisoners tured on the 11th t 
v po pany ap magma 


Orricers—Daniel Pring*, Captain; Creswick, 
Lieutenant ; Robinson, ditto; Drew, ditto; Mc- 
Ghie, ditto; Hornby, ditto; Childs, ditto, ma- 
tines; Fitzpatrick, ditto, 39th regiment ; Bryden, 
sailingmaster; Clark, master’s mate ; Simmonds, 
ditto; Todd, surgeon; Giles, purser; Guy, cap- 
tain’s clerk ; Dowell, midshipman; Aire, ditto; 
Bondell, ditto; Toorke, ditto; Kewstra, ditto; 
Davidson, boatswain; Elvin, gunner; Mickel 
ditto; Cox, carpenter; Parker, purser ; Martio, 
surgeon ; Mc Cabe, assistant surgeon. 

hree hundred and forty seamen. 
Forty-seven wounded men paroled. 





Statement'of the American Force en, on the \1th 
a September, 1814. Saeed 
Saratoga, long 24 pounders 8 
42 pound carronades 6 
32 ditto ditto 12 
— Total guns 26 
Eagle, 12 32 pound carronades, and 8 long 18 


pounders - - - - = 20 
Ticonderoga, long 12 pounders 8 
do. 18 do 4 
32 prune carron- 
ades - - 5 
_ 17 


Preble,long 9pounders- - - - -7 
Ten galleys, viz: 
Allen, one long twenty-four pounder, and 





one eighteen pound columbiad - 2 
Burrows, one long twenty-four pounder, and 
one eighteen pound columbiad - - ~- 2 
Borer, one long twenty-four pounder, and one 
eighteen pound columbiad- - - ~- 2 
Nettle, one long twenty-four pounder, and one 
eighteen pound columbiad- - - - 2 
Viper, one long twenty-four pounder, and one 
eighteen pound columbiad- - - - 2 
Centipede, one long twenty-four pounder, and 
one eighteen pound columbiad - - ~- 2 
Ludlow, one long twelve pounder, and one 
eighteen pound columbiad- - - - 1 
Wilmer, one long twelve pounder, and one 
eighteen pound columbiad- - - - 1 
*On parole. 
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Capture of the Epervier, 


mem 


p, one long twelve pounder, and one 
Aen youd eolumbiad BT pte SRG 
Ballard, one long twelve part and one 

eighteen pound columbiad- - - - 


' 
& | 
a _ 


Mena ee 


RECAPITULATION. 


Long twenty-four pounders = - 
Forty-two pound carronades - 
Thirty-two pound carronades - 
Long eighteen pounders - 
Long twelve pounders - - 
Longnine pounders - - 
Eighteen pound columbiads - 


' ' ! ‘ ‘ ' ' 
me iy 


Towlgaas - - °° 


| 


Statement of the Enemy’s Force engaged on the 11th 
September, 1814. 


Frigate Confiance, long 24 
pounders- - - - 

32 pound carronades -— = - 
24 do. eid 
long 18 pounders on berth 
deck - - 


7 
1 
6 


= — Total guns 39 
Brig Linnet, long 12 pounders - - -1 
TSloop Chub, 18 pound car- 


ronades ; tr 4 * 
ong G6 pounder - - - 
gop aia 39 
tSloop Finch, 18 pound car- 
ronades - - - - 6 
18 pound columbiad - - 1 
long 6 pounders- - - 4 


11 
Thirteen galleys, viz: 
Sir James Yeo, one long twenty-four pounder, 
and one thirty-two pound carronade - - 2 
Sir George Prevost, one long twenty-four 
pounder, and one thirty-two pound carro- 
Ce i My MER A RY ie Bek a Se 
Sir Sidney Beckwith, one long twenty-four 
pounder, and one thirty-two pound carro- 
ORE eh ae, a 
Broke, one long eighteen pounder, and one 
thirty-two pound carronade - -~ - 
Murray, one (oa eighteen pounder, and one 
eighteen pound carronade - -~ - 
Wellington, one long eighteen pounder - 
Tecumseh, one long eighteen pounder -_— - 
Name unknown, one long eighteen pounder - 
Drummond, one thirty-two pound carronade 
Simcoe, one thirty-two pound carronade 
Unknown, one thirty-two pound carronade 
Unknown, one thirty-two pound carronade 
Unknown, one thirty-two pound carronade 


Total - ° , . . - 


SRD tet tek et tet et 0D 2a n 


| 





Tt These sloops were formerly the United States’ 
Growler and Eagle. 


| 





RECAPITULATION. 
Long twenty-four pounders - 
Long eighteen pounders = - 
Long twelve pounders - = - 
Long six pounders afore 
Thirty-two pound carronades 
Twenty-pound carronades  - 
Eighteen pound carronades - 
Eighteen pound columbiad - 
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THOMAS MACDONOUGH. 





Unitep States’ pric Eacte, 
Platisburg, Sept. 12, 1814. 

Sir: Iam happy to inform you that all my offi- 
cers and men acted bravely, and did their duty in 
the battle of yesterday with the enemy. 

I shall have the pleasure of making a more par- 
ticular representation of the respective merits of 
my gallant officers to the honorable the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

ROBERT HENLEY. 


P. S.—We had thirty-nine round shot in our 
hull, (mostly twenty-four pounders,) four in our 


6 | lower masts, and we were well peppered with 


grape. 
I enclose my boatswain’s report. 


R. H. 





U.S. schooner TiconDEROGA, 
Platisburg Bay, Sept. 12, 1814. 
Sir: It is with pleasure I state that every offi- 
cer and man under my command did their duty 
yesterday. Yours, respectfully, 
STEPHEN CASSIN, Lt. Comdt. 


Com. T. Macpvonoucn. 





U. S. suip Saratoga, 

Off Plattsbnrg, Sept. 15, 1814. 
Sir: As Providence has given into my com- 
mand the squadron on Lake Champlain, of which 
you were (after the fall of Captain Downie) the 
commanding officer, I beg you will, after the able 
conflict you sustained, and evidence of determined 
valor you evinced, on board His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s brig Linnet, until the necessity of her sus- 
render, ae of your enclosed parole, not to serve 
against the United States, or their dependencies, 

until regularly exchanged. I am, &e. 
THOMAS MACDONOUGH. 


Captain Prine, Royal Navy. 


CAPTURE OF THE EPERVIER. 





{Communicated to the Senate, on the 10th of Octo- 
ber 1814.) 
Navy Department, October 3, 1814. 
Sir: Agreeably to your request I have the hon- 
or to enclose copies of the official account and 
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Capture of the Epervier. 


other papers relating to the capture of the enemy’s | more particularly so, as we found she had one 
sloop of war Epervier, on the 29th April last, by | hundred and twenty thousand dollars in specie 
the United States sloop of war Peacock, com- | which we soon transferred to this sloop. Every 
manded by Captain Warrington. offic: seaman, and marine, did his duty, which 
If the relative force, and comparative effect of | is th highest compliment I can pay them. 

the fire of the combatants, and the speedy termi- I am, respectfully, 

nation of the contest, though protracted by the : L. WARRINGTON. 
early loss of the Peacock’s fore yard, be taken as 
the criterion, then does it display a steady valor 





and superior skill on the part of the commander, Li Savannan, May 4, 1814, 
officers, and crew, of the Peacock, which may| & ~ I have great satisfaction in being able to 
faisly challenge any single action on record. repc; to you the arrival of the Peacock at this 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, | anc: ~— to-day, and also the arrival of the Eper- 
your obedient servant, vier « Monday last. 
Ww. JONES. I’ .ve now to detail to a the reason of our 
Hon. Cuarues Tarr, separ tion, We made sail, as mentioned in my 


Chai Naval ‘Coinmitiee. last,: 1 the evening of the 29th. The next after. 
en noon we were, at half past five, abreast the centre 


of A:relia island, with the vessel in sight over the 
U. S. sLoop PEACOCK, AT SEA, land, w\en two large ships, which had been some 
Lat, 27° 47, Long. 80° 9,’ April 29, 1814. | time p: vious a little to the northward of the 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that we | island\.v“ere clearly ascertained to be frigates, and 
have this morning captured, after an action of | in chase of us. In this situation, at the sugges. 
forty-two minutes, His Britannic Majesty’s brig | tion of Lieutenant Nicholson, I took out all but 
Epervier,rating and mounting eighteen thirty-two | himself and sixteen officers and men, and stood 
pound carronades, with one hundred and twenty- | to the s*athward along shore on a wind, leaving 
eight men, of whom eight were killed and fifteen | him to make the best of his way for St. Mary’s; 
wounded, (according to the best information we which ple ce I felt confident he would reach, as the 
could one) Among the latter is her first lieu- | weather frigate was in chase of the Peacock, and 
tenant, who has lost an arm and received a se- | the othe¥ was too far to leeward to fetch him. 
vere splinter wound on the hip. Nota man in | At nine we lost sight of the chaser, but continued 
the Peacock was killed, and only two wounded, | standing all night to the southward, in hopes to 
neither dangerously so. get entirely clear of him. At daylight we short- 
The fate of the Epervier would have been de- | ened sail and stood to the northward, and again 
termined in much less time but for the circum- | made the ~— ahead, who gave chase a second 
stance of our fore yard being totally disabled by | time, which he continued until two P. M., when, 
two round shot, in the starboard quarter, from her | finding, h» could not come up, he desisted. In 
first broadside, which entirely deprived us of the | the evening we resumed our course, and saw noth- 
use of our fore and fore-topsails, and compelled us | ing until daylight on Tuesday morning, when a 
to keep the oe throughout the remainder | large ship (supposed to be the same) was again 
of the action. This, with a fewtepmast and top- | seen in chase of us, and was again run out of 
gallant back-stays cut away, and a few shot | sight. 
through our sails, is the only injury the Pea-| This morning, at half past three, we made Ty- 
cock has sustained. Not around shot touched | bee light, and at half past eight anchored near the 
our hull; our masts and spars are as sound as | United States’ ship Adams. As the enemy is 
ever. When the enemy struck, he had five feet | hovering close to St. Mary’s, I concluded that he 
water in his hold, his main topmast was over the | had received information of, and was waiting to 
side, his main boom shot away, his foremast cut | intercept us. Accordingly we steered for this 
nearly in two, and tottering, his fore rigging and | place, where we received intelligence of the Eper- 
stays shot away, his bowsprit badly wounded, and | vier’s arrival, after frightening off a launch which 
forty-five shot holes in his hull, twenty of which | was sent from the enemy’s ship to leeward, on 
were within a foot of his water line above and | Saturday evening, to cut him off from the land. 
below. By great exertions, we got her in sailing | From the Ist of April to the 24th, we saw but 
order just as dark came on. one neutral and two privateers, both of which we 
In fifteen minutes after the enemy struck, the | chased without overhauling, although we run one 
Peacock was ready for another action, in every | amongst the shoals of Cape Canaveral, and fol- 
respect but her fore-yard, which was sent down, | lowed him into four fathoms water. We have 
fished, and had the fore-sail set again in forty-five | been to the southward as far as the Great Isaacs; 
minutes. Such was the spirit and activity of our } and have cruised from thence to Maranilla reef, 
gallant crew. and along the Florida shore to Cape Canaveral. 
The Epervier had under her convoy an Eng- | Not a single running vessel has been through the 
lish hermaphrodite brig, a Russian and Spanish | Gulf in all this time. The fleet sails from Ja- 
brig; which all hauled their wind, and stood to | maica under the convoy of a seventy-four, two 
the E.N.E. I had determined upon pursuing the | frigates, and two sloops, from the Ist to the 10th 
former, but found that it would not answer to} May. They are so much afraid of our cruisers, 
leave our prize in her then crippled state, and the | that several ships in the Havana, ready for sea, 
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which intended to run it, (as it is called,) were 
forced to wait the arrival of the convoy from 
Jamaica. ‘ 

The Epervier and her convoy were the first 
English vessels we had seen. Me 

We shall proceed in the further execut:'n of 
your instructions as soon as we can geta ore- 
yard, provisions, and water. — 

The Epervier is one of their finest brigs 4 is 
well calculated for our service. She sa - ex- 
tremely fast, and will require but little to se, her 
to sea, as her armament and stores are cor... ete. 

I enclose you a list of the brig’s crew, as, ¢cu- 
rately as we can get it. Iam, respectfully, . 

L. WARRINGT;)N. 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy. iB" 


10 











q 
Unitep States suip Peacoc, 
Savannah, May 5,614. 

Sir: As my letter of yesterday was tos» late for 
the mail, I address you again, in the periwraance 
of a duty which is pleasing and gratifyieg jo me 
in a high degree, and is but doing justice tothe mer- 
its of the deserving officers under my co amand, 
of whom [ have hitherto refrained from peaking, 
as I considered it most correct to make it-the sub- 
ject of a particular communication. 5 

To the unwearied and indefatigable attention 
of Lieutenant Nicholson, (first,) in organizing 
and training the crew, the success of this action 
is, in a great measure, to be attributed. I have 
confided greatly in him, and have never found 
my confidence misplaced ; for judgment, coolness, 
and decision, in times of difficulty, few can sur- 

ass him. This is the second action jn which he 
ian been ee this war, and in bothsje has been 
successful. His greatest pride is to garn a com- 
mander’s position, by fighting for instead of heir- 
ing it. 

From Lieutenant Henley, (second,) and Lieu- 
tenant Voorhees, (acting third, who has also been 
twice successfully engaged,) I received every as- 
sistance that zeal, ardor, and experience, could 
afford. 

The fire from their two divisions was terrible. 
and directed with the greatest precision and cool- 
ness. In Sailingmaster Percival, whose great 
wish and pride it is to obtain a lieutenant’s com- 
mission, and whose unremitting and constant at- 
tention to duty, added to his professional know- 
ledge, entitles him to it, in my opinion, I found 
an able as well as willing assistant. He handled 
the ship as if he had been working her into a 
roadstead. Mr. David Cole, acting carpenter, I 
have also found such an able and valuable man 
in his occupation, that I must request, in the most 
earnest manner, that he may receive a warrant: 
for I fee] confident that, to his uncommon exertion, 
we, in a great measure, owe the getting of our 
prize into port. From 11 A. M. until 6 P. M. he 
was over her side, stopping shot holes, on a gra- 
ting; and when the ordinary resources failed of 
success, his skill soon supplied him with efficient 
ones. Mr. Philip Myers, master’s mate, has also 
conducted himself in such a manner as to war- 
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rant my recommendation of him as a master; he 
is a seaman, navigator, and officer, his family in 
New York is respectable, and he would prove an 
acquisition to the service. My clerk, Mr. J. S. 
Townsend, is anxious to obtain, through my 
means, a midshipman’s warrant, and has taken 
pains to qualify limself for it, by volunteering, 
and constantly performing a widchinnian’s duty; 
indeed I have but little use for a clerk, and he is as 
great a proficient as any of the young midshipmen 3 
the whole of whom behaved in a manner that was. 
pleasing to me, and must be gratifying to you, as 
it givesan earnest of what they will make in 
time. Three only have been to sea before, and 
one only in a man of war, yet were they as much 
at home, and as much disposed to exert them- 
selves, as any officer of the ship. Lieutenant 
Nicholson speaks in high terms of the conduct of 
Messrs. Greeves and Rodgers, midshipmen, who 
were in the prize with him. 

I have the honor to be, sir, eae a 
obedient servant, L. WARRINGTON. 

Hon. WituiaM Jones, 

Secretary of the Navy. 





CAPTURE OF THE REINDEER AND OTHER 
VESSELS, BY THE WASP. 


[Communicated to the Senate, October 17, 1814.] 
Committee Room, Oct. 13, 1814, 
Srr: In order that Congress may proceed in 
the agreeable duty of bestowing suitable honors 
and rewards on those gallant men whose noble 
achievements have already so signally distin- 
guished themselves and their country during this 
war, lam directed by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, on the part of the Senate of the United 
States, to request that you will transmit all the 
information in possession of the Navy Depart- 
ment, relating to the capture of the British sloop 
— Reindeer by the American sloop of war 
asp. 
7 I have the honor to be, &c. 
C. TAIT, Chairman. 
Hon. Wo, Jones, 


Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy DepartMEnT, Oct. 15, 1814. 


Str: 1 have the honor to enclose copies of the 
documents received at this Department from the 
Commander of the United States sloop of war 
Wasp, relative to the capture and destruction of 
the enemy’s sloop of war Reindeer, on the 28th 
of June last, after a brilliant action of nineteen 
minutes, which was terminated by boarding, in 
gallant and decisive style, having repulsed the 
enemy in repeated and vigorous attempts to board 
the Wasp. All that skill and valor could do was 
done quickly, and less it was certain would not 
be done. Iam, very respectfully, &c. 

W. JONES. 

Hon. Cuartes Tair, 

hairman Naval Commitice. 


ww 





- mn 
22 pce emp eeecgale tag 
Aah ge et = 
, 2% 





+ cemeramgen rare 


ee) 


1] 
: 
ii 

| 

4 

‘ 

i 


- 
Fanaa Rat a alle ae a 


ne een at eae ae 


MF SRN INTE TOR SM Ee eS TE EFC Tae 





tenement 


1807 APPENDIX. 1808 
Capture of the Reindeer and other Vessels. 





Unirep States Suip Wasp, 
I? Orient, July 8, 1814. 

Sir: I have the honor to announce to you the 
arrival of this ship to day at this place. Ag 
rg who carried us out of Portsmouth, N. H., I 

ad the satisfaction to make you acquainted with 
our having left that place, and again had the 
pleasure of addressing you by the French nation- 
al brig Olive, and which was the first vessel we 
had spoken since our departure from the United 
States. From the time of our sailing I contin- 
ued to follow the route pointed out in your in- 
structions until our arrival at this place, during 
which we have been so fortunate as to make sev- 
eral captures, a list of which will accompany this. 
These, with their cargoes, were wholly destroyed, 
with one exception; this was the galliot Henri- 
etta, which was permitted to return with the pris- 
oners, thirty-eight in number, after throwing over- 
board the greater part of her cargo, leaving only 
a sufficiency to ballast her. hen arrived on 
our cruising ground, I found it impossible to main- 
tain anything like a station, and was led in chase 
farther up the English Channel than was intend- 
ed. After arriving on soundings, the number of 
neutrals which are now passing us kept us almost 
constantly in pursuit. It gives me much pleasure 
to state to you the very healthy condition of the 
crew of the Wasp during the cruise; sometimes 
without one on the sick list, and at no time any 
who remained there more than a few days. Great 
praise is due to Dr. Clark for his skill and atten- 
tion at all times, but particularly after the action 
with the Reindeer; his unwearied assiduity to 
the necessities of the wounded was highly con- 
spicuous. 

The ship is at present under quarantine, but we 
expect to be released from it to-morrow, when the 
wounded will be sent to the hospital, and every 
exertion made to prepare the Wasp for sea. 

I have the beaver to be, &e. 
J. BLAKELEY. 
Hon. Wiuuiam Jones. 





Unitep Srates Suip Wasp, 
L’ Orient, July 8, 1814. 

Sir: On Tuesday, the 28th ultimo, being in 
latitude 48° 36’ North and longitude 11° 15 West, 
we fell in with, engaged, and after an action of 
nineteen minutescaptured, HisBritannic Majesty’s 
sloop of war the Reindeer, William Manners 
Esq., commander. Annexed are the minutes of 
our proceedings on that day, prior to, and during 
the continuance of, the action. 

Where all did their duty, and each appeared 
anxious to excel, it is very difficult to discrimi- 
nate. It is, however, only rendering them their 
merited due, when it is declared of Lieutenant 
Reilly and Barry, first and third of this vessel, 
and whose names will be found among those of 
the conquerors of the Guerriere and the Java, and 
of Mr. Tillinghast, second Lieutenant, who was 
greatly instrumental in the capture of the Boxer, 
that their conduct and courage, on this occasion, 
fulfilled the highest expectation, and gratified 


every wish. Sailingmaster Carr is also entitleq 
to great credit for the zeal and ability with which 
he discharged his various duties. 

The cool and patient conduct of every officer 
and man, while exposed to the fire of the shifting 
gun of the enemy, and without an opportunity of 
returning it, could alone be equalled by the anj- 
mation and ardor exhibited when actually ep- 
gaged, or by the promptitude and firmness with 
which every attempt of the enemy to board was 
met and successfully repelled. Such conduet 
ee be seen, but cannot well be described. 

he Reindeer mounted sixteen twenty-four 
pound carronades, two long six or nine pounders, 
and a shifting twelve pound carronade; with a 
complement on board of one hundred and eighteen 
men; her crew were said to be the pride of Ply- 
mouth. 

Our loss in men has been severe, owing, in part, 
to the proximity of the two vessels, and the ex- 
treme smoothness of the sea, but chiefly in repell- 
ing boarders. That of the enemy, however, was 
infinitely more so, as will be seen by the list of 
killed and wounded on both sides. 

Six round shot struck our hull, and many grape, 
which did not penetrate far. The foremast re- 
ceived a twenty-four pound shot, which passed 
through its centre, and our rigging and sails were 
a good deal injured. 

he Reindeer was literally cut to pieces, ina 
line with her ports; her i ms works, boats, and 
spare spars, were one comple‘e wreck. A breeze 
springing up next afternoon, her foremast went 
by the board. 

Having received all the prisoners on board, 
which, from the number of the wounded, occu- 
= much time, together with their baggage, the 

eindeer was, on the evening of the 29th, set on 
fire, and in a few hours blew up. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
most obedient servant, 

J. BLAKELEY. 

Hon. Witu1am Jones, 

Secretary of the Navy. 





Minutes of the action between the United States ship 
nomeee His Britannic Majesty’s - Reindeer, 
on the 28th June, 1814. Latitude 48° 36’ North, 
Longitude 11° 15’ West. 

At four A. M. light breezes and cloudy. Ata 
quarter after four discovered two sail, two points 
before the lee beam; kept away in chase; shortly 
after discovered one sail on the weather beam, 
altered the course, and hauled by the wind, in 
chase of the sail to windward. At eight the sail 
to windward bore E. N. E., wind very light; at 
ten the strange sail, bearing E. by N., hoisted an 
English ensign and pennant, and displayed a sig- 
nal at the main (blue and yellow diagonally.) 
Meridian, light airs and cloudy ; at a quarter past 
twelve P. M. the enemy showed a blue and white 
flag, diagonally, at the fore, and fired a gun; one 
hour fifteen minutes called all hands to quarters, 
and prepared for action; one hour twenty-two 
minutes, believing we could weather the enemy, 
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tacked ship, and stood for him; one hour fifty 
minutes, the enemy tacked ship and stood from 
us; one hour fifty-six minutes hoisted our colors, 
and fired a gun to windward, which was answer- 
ed by the enemy with another to windward; two 
hours twenty minutes, the enemy still standing 
from us, set the royals; two hours twenty-five 
minutes set the flying jib; two hours twenty-nine 
minutes set the upper staysails; two hours thir- 
ty-two minutes, the enemy having tacked for us, 
took in the staysails; two hours forty-seven min- 
utes furled the royals; two hours fifty-one min- 
utes, seeing that the enemy would able to 
weather us, tacked ship; three hours three min- 
utes the enemy hoisted his flying jib; brailed up 
our mizzen ; three hours fifteen minutes the ene- 
my on our weather quarter, distant about sixty 
yards, fired his shifting gun, a twelve pound car- 
ronade, at us, loaded with round and grape shot, 
from his top-gallant forecastle; three hours sev- 
enteen minutes fired the same gun a second 
time; three hours nireteen minutes fired it a third 
time; three hours twenty-one minutes fired a 
fourth time; three hours twenty-four minutes a 
fifth shot, all from the same gun. Finding the 
enemy did not get sufficiently on the beam to ena- 
ble us to bring our guns to bear, put the helm a 
lee, and at twenty-six minutes after three com- 
menced the action with the after carronade, on 
the starboard side, and fired in succession; three 
hours thirty-five minutes hauled up the mainsail ; 
three hours forty minutes, the enemy having his 
larboard bow in contact with our larboard quarter, 
endeavored to board us, but was repulsed in every 
attempt; at three hours forty-four minutes orders 
were given to board in turn, which were promptly 
executed, when all resistance immediately ceased ; 
and at three hours forty-five minutes the enemy 


hauled down his flag. 
J. BLAKELEY. 





Unirep States Sxip Wasp, 
L/ Orient, July 10, 1814. 

Sir: After the capture of His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s sloop of war the Reindeer, it was my wish 
to have continued the cruise, as directed by you. 
I was, however, necessitated to relinquish this 
desire, after a few days, from a consideration for 
the wounded of our crew, whose wounds had, at 
this season, become offensive and aggravated, by 
the number of prisoners on board at the time, be- 
ing seventy-seven innumber. Fearing, from the 
crowded state of the Wasp, that some valuable 
lives might be lost if retained on board, I was 
compelled, though with reluctance, to make the 
first neutral port. Those belonging to the Rein- 
deer, who were dangerously wounded, were put 
on board a Portuguese brig, bound to England, 
three days after the action, and from the winds 
which  wttear arrived, probably, in two or three 
days after their departure. Their surgeon, the 
Captain’s clerk, with the Captain’s and officers’ 
servants, with the crew of the Orange Boven, 
were put on board the same vessel, to attend upon 
them. Since our arrival at this place we have 







are very comfortably situated. 
though badly wounded, can be repaired, and will 
be taken on shore as soon as possible. All the 
other damages sustained can be repaired by our- 












experienced every civility from the public au- 
thorities; our quarantine was only for a few 
hours; and our wounded, fourteen in number, 


were yesterday carried to the hospital, where they 
Our foremast, 


selves. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


most obedient servant, 
J. BLAKELEY. 
Hon. WituiaM Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy. 





Last of Killed and Wounded on board His Britannic 
Majesty’s sloop of war the Reindeer, in action with 
the United States’ sloop of war the Wasp, on the 
28th June, 1814. 

Killed —William Manners, Esq., commander; 
John Thomas Barton, purser ; James Humphreys, 
quartermaster ; John Elly, armorer; Chas. Price, 
ropemaker ; George Gibson, captain mast; Zenas 
Swift, seaman; George Sorlic, seaman; Samuel 
Laver, seaman ; Bartkslomew Johnson, seaman ; 
homas Bassett, ordinary seaman; John Isles, 
ordinary seaman; Robert Smith, ordinary sea- 
man ; James Foreman, ordinary seaman ; Patrick 
Sherry, landsman; John Maguire, landsman; 
William Lee, landsman; Collisters Glynn, boy, 
2d class; Samuel Probert, boy, 2d class; Patrick 
Sharkey, boy, 2d class; Edward McGrath, boy, 
3d class; John Roomer, private; James Allen, 
private; Thomas Musto, private; John Guest, 
private. 

Wounded.—*Thomas Chambers, first lieuten- 
ant, severely; *Richard Johns, master, danger- 
bon! *Ferguson Mason, quartermaster, severely; 
*Joshua Carson, captain forecastle, severely; 
*Thomas Williams, captain forecastle, danger- 
ously ; *James Candy, landsman, severely ; *John 
Williamson, carpenter’s crew, severely ; *Thos. 
Clements, seaman, severely ; *Richard Shippard, 
ordinary seaman, severely; *Joseph Waller, sea- 
man, dangerously ; *Robert Tole, seaman, dan- 
gerously; *Thomas Horne, seaman, severely ; 
*James Wallace, ordinary seaman, dangerously ; 
*David Livingston, seaman, severely; *Alexan- 
der Stupo, ordinary seaman, dangerously ; *Thos. 
Bell, first, ordinary seaman, severely ; *Nicholas 
Birmingham, ordinary seaman, dangerously ; 
*William Williams, boy, second class, danger- 
ously; *John Watley, private, severely ; *William 
Wyley, corporal, severely ;* Wm. Gurarty, private, 
severely; *William Watkins, private, severely ; 
*T hos. Mitchell, boy, third class, severely ; *Daniei 
Byrne, private, severely ; *Thomas Marsh, ser- 
geant, not very badly wounded, but permitted to 
— in consequence of the representation, and 

y the request, of the surgeon of the Reindeer; 
Matthew Mitchell, master’s mate, slightly ; Henry 
Hardiman, midshipman, slightly; James Legg, 
boatswain, slightly; John Stimson, quartermas- 
ter’s mate, slightly ; William Clark, cook, slight- 
ly; John Johnson, carpenter’s crew, slightly ; 
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William Bruce, ordinary seaman, slightly ; Ben- | Office, in consequence of the late incursion of the 


jamin Rufus, captain foretop, slightly; John 

ramble, seaman, slightly ; William Townholm, 
seaman, slightly; William Caldwell, seaman, 
dangerously, (since dead ;) Archibald Adams, or- 
dinary seaman, dangerously, (since dead ;) Rich- 
ard Hornby, seaman, slightly ; Daniel Hart, boy, 
first class, slightly; William Ratclift, private, 
slightly ; Thomas Major, private, severely ; Rich- 
ard Butler, captain after guard, slightly. 

Killed.—25. 

Wounded—Dangerously 10; severely 17; and 
slightly 15. 


Nors.—Those marked thus (*) were, in conse- 
quence of the severity and extent of their wounds, put 
on board a Portuguese brig, called the Lisbon Packet, 
on the third day after the action, to wit, the Ist of 
July, bound to Plymouth, England. 





List of killed and wounded on board the United 
States’ sloop of war the Wasp, Johnston Blakeley, 
Esq., commander, in action with His Britannic 
Majesty’s sloop-of-war the Reindeer, on the 28th 
June, 1814. 

Killed.—Timothy Stevens, seaman; Thomas 
Knight, ordinary seaman ; Thomas R. Teel, sea- 
man ; John Browa, second, ordinary seaman ; Jo- 
seph Vorse, ordinary seaman. 

We .—Henry 8. Langdon, midshipman, 
dangerously; Frank Toscan, midshipman, dan- 
tly ohn Sweet, master’s mate, slightly ; 

illiam Thompson, boatswain’s mate, severely ; 

John Dick, quartermaster, severely ; Nathaniel 

Scammon, seaman, severely; Jotham Perkins, 

seaman, dangerously, (since dead;) William 

Preston, seaman, slightly; Charles Green, dan- 

gerously, ae dead ;) Charles Clinton, seaman, 

s ightly 5 ndrew Passenger, seaman, severely ; 

John Rowe, seaman, slightly; Joseph Atkins, sea- 

man, dangerously, (since dead;) Robert Lowther, 

seaman, slightly ; Merrel Roberts, seaman, slight- 
te Robert Jarvis, ordinary seaman, severely ; 
enry Herbert, ordinary seaman, dangerously ; 

Simon Cassalis, ordinary seaman, severely ; John 

C. Thurston, ordinary seaman, dangerously ; Ca- 

leb Wheeden, ordinary seaman, severely; John 

bean a Senewonely, (since dead.) 


Wounded—Dangerously 8; severely 7; slight- 
ly 6—21. . eee 


BOOKS AND PAPERS DESTROYED BY THE 
CONFLAGRATION IN 1814. 


{Communicated to the House, October 26, 29, Novem- 
ber 1, 11, and 17, 1814.] 
Genera. Post Orrice, 
October 25, 1814. 
Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, on the subject of in- 
formation relative to the destruction of official 
books and papers belonging to the General Post 


enemy, you are informed that no official books 
and papers are lost, belonging to the Department 
in consequence of the late incursion. r 
I have the honor to ae hy obedient servant 
R. J. MEIGS, Jr., 
Postmaster General. 
Hon, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 





Navy Department, Oct. 27, 1814, 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the hon- 
orable House of Representatives, passed on the 
24th instant, I have the honor to report : 

That the whole of the official books, papers, 
trophies, and effects, in the office of the Secretary 
of the Navy, except the furniture of the office, 
were preserved from loss or injury by the late in- 
cursion of the enemy, and are now entire; and 
that all the official books and papers, in the office 
of the Accountant of the Navy, have been pre- 
served, except those official papers relative to ac- 
counts settled and transmitted to the Treasury 
Department, referred to in the letter of which the 
enclosed is a copy. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

W. JONES. 

Hon. the Speaker 


of the House of Representatives. 





Navy DepartMent, 
Accountant's Office, Oct. 26, 1814. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of this date, relative 
to the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
on the subject of the destruction of the official 
books and papers in the respective departments, 
in consequence of the incursion of the enemy in 
the month of August, 1814, I have the honor to 
state that it is believed that all the official books 
and papers in this office were saved. I have no 
knowledge of the loss of a single book, or papers 
of consequence ; but I have understood that many 
of our official papers, relative to accounts settled 
and transmitted to the Treasury Department, 
were destroyed. What effect the loss may have 
on future adjustments, it is impossible for me 
to say. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, 
your obedient servant, 

THOMAS TURNER. 
Hon. Witttam Jones. 





Treasury Department, 
October 31, 1814. 
In obedience to the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of the 24th instant, the Secre- 
~~ of the Treasury respectfully reports : 
hat, with the exception of some old letters 
from the collectors of the customs and commis- 
sioners of loans, and other unimportant documents, 
no loss of official books or papers was sustained 
in his particular office by reason of the incursion 
of the enemy in the month of August, 1814. 
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That the documents herewith transmitted, and 
marked A. B, C, D, E, and F, contain all the in- 
formation furnished by the heads of the several 
offices attached to this Department, in relation to 
the object of the said resolution, and are prayed 
to be received as part of this report. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

A. J. DALLAS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT. 
Comptroller's Office, Oct. 28, 1814. 
Sir: To enable you to comply with a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, of the 24th 
instant, in relation to the destruction of official 
books and papers in the Treasury Department, I 
have to state, that all the official books and pa- 
pers which were in this office on the 24th of Au- 
ust last, the day of the incursion of the enemy 
into this city, were packed up and removed from 
the Treasury, and have all since been returned, 
except a box containing brief entries of accounts, 
and another containing part of the accounts en- 
tered on the new books of the Accountant of the 
War Department, for the fourth quarter of 1812, 
and part of the accounts entered on the old books 
for the three last quarters of the same year. 
These boxes, it is supposed, have, by some 
means, become mixed with others belonging to 
some other of the departments; and although 
diligent search has been made for them without 
effect, I do not yet despair of their being found. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient 


servant, 
NATHAN LUFFBOROUGH, 
Acting Comptroller. 
Hon. A. J. Dautas, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 





B. 


Treasury DeparRTMENT, 
Auditor's Office, October 27, 1814. 
Sir: In compliance with your request, accom- 
panying a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, of the 24th instant, I have the honor to 
state, that of the official books and papers in the 
immediate charge of this office, none are known 
to have been destroyed or lost “ in consequence of 
the incursion of the enemy in the month of Au- 
ust, 1814,” excepting only a set of the printed 
journals and reports of the two Houses of Con- 
gress. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
R. HARRISON. 
Hon. Secretary of Treasury. 





C. 

Information respecting the books and papers of the 
Treasurer’s office, required by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, passed October 24, 1814. 

TREASURER’S Orrice, Oct, 27, 1814. 
Legers, journals, remittance, bank, draft, and 
other books generally in use since the year 1810, 


have been preserved, and many from the first 
establishment of the Treasury. particularly all the 
payments and receipts on account of the Treas- 
ury, War, and Navy Departments from their 
commencements. All the warrants, vouchers, 
and unsettled accounts of every kind, were pre- 
served, except a few accounts and warrants which 
had been paid in July last, on account of the Pri- 
vateer Pension Fund, and one on account of the 
seventh article of the British treaty. These can 
easily be replaced, the vouchers for the payments 
being preserved. 

Many of the books and papers destroyed were 
brought from Philadelphia, and very few would 
ecechat been wanted, as all the accounts of this 
office are adjusted at the end of every quarter, 
and the documents accompany the accounts to 
the accounting officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and are aftewards deposited with the Re- 


gister. 
T. T. TUCKER, 
Treasurer of the United States. 





D. 
Treasury DerpaRTMENT, 
Revenue Office, October 26, 1814. 
Sir: I have the honor of stating, in compliance 
with your request, that no official books or papers 
belonging to this office were destroyed in conse- 
quence of the incursion of the enemy, in the 
month of August, 1814. 
{ am, with great respect, 
S. SMITH, 
Comm’r of the Revenue. 
Hon. Secretary of Treasury. 





E. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, October 28, 1814. 

The Register, in pursuance of the instructions 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, has the honor 
to represent, that the loss of books and papers in 
relation to the records of the Treasury, has, in a 
great degree, been limited to those of minor im- 
portance; and that, upon the late incursion of 
the enemy, all the essential books of the Treasury 
were removed to a place of safety. 

That to comply more especialiy, by giving a 
description of the books and papers which were 
lost on that occasion, he begs leave to avail him- 
self, by referring to certain papers herewith sub- 
joined, being statements made by the clerks, 
respectively, having the charge of the principal 
books and records, and to which he submits the 
following remarks. 

On the statements A and B, in relation to the 

rincipal books and records of the revenues of the 
United States: 

The receipts and expenditures of public moneys, 
the accounts of individual collectors of the rev- 
enue, and of all public agents and persons ac- 
countable for moneys advanced or otherwise, 
were preserved ; and that such as were lost (the 
very bulky and numerous settled accounts of the 
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War and Navy Departments excepted,) were con- 
sidered unimportant, compared with the books 
and records which were, on the emergency, re- 
moved, and which claimed the first attention of 
the Register with the few remaining clerks, who 
were not in the field in actual military service. 

Statement C, in relation to the public debt: 

In this branch of the public records, nothing 
has been lost that it is presumed can, in the most 
remote degree, affect the interests of the individ. 
ual creditors, or the United States. 

There arise two descriptions of records, from 
the mode adopted at the Treasury, of a quarter- 

rly settlement of the legers, in which every 
individual creditor on the books of the nae 
is exhibited ; the first of these are old legers closed, 
and put away as finished ; the other, those which 
are operative, and contain the names of existing 
creditors, the sums due to each, and periods of 
interest. The journals and legers of the first de- 
scription only were lost. 

On the loss of the books in which were placed 
numerically the old cancelled loan-office certifi- 
cates; the cancelled army certificates; the can- 
celled final settlement certificates; the Register 
respectfully remarks, that an official register of 
certificates of the aforegoing character outstand- 
ing, and which remained outstanding under each 
class, has been preserved ; and that to this register 
of outstanding certificates reference has frequently, 
been had in cases where: petitions for payment 
have been presented to Congress; so that it is 
presumed no material inconvenience will arise 
from the destruction of those which have been 
brought im and satisfied. 

On the marine records lost: 

The records arising under the laws in relation 
to the registering, enrolling, and licensing ships 
and vessels of the United States, being duplicates 
transmitted to the Treasury by the district col- 
lectors, from the passing of those acts in the year 
1792, bound up in volumes decriptive of their 
contents; together with the cancelled registers, 
enrolments, and licenses, placed numerically in 
books for their reception; although they were 
destroyed, yet their loss, it is presamed, may be 
supplied in each port, by a reference to the cor- 
responding records in the office of each collector ; 
a mode which it is presumed has been resorted 
to, from the circumstance that, comparatively to 
their extent, few applications have been made for 
certified copies of such records at the Treasury. 

Respectfully submitted, by your most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

JOS. NOURSE, Register. 

Hon. A. J. Dauuas, Sec’ry of the Treas’y. 





A. 

Schedule of the loss sustained by the destruction of the 
Treasury Department, in that branch of the Regis- 
ter’s office where the books and accounts in relation 
to the impost and tonnage duties, the internal rev- 
enue, and direct tax, are kept, viz : 

The legers, journals, and auxiliary books con- 
nected with the imports, tonnage, and internal 


revenues, from the commencement to the year 
1810, inelusive. 

The export books, from the commencement to 
the year 1803, inclusive. 

The vouchers and documents relative to the 
settlement of the accounts of the collectors of the 
customs, and supervisors of the internal revenues 
and direct tax, from the commencement to the 
year 1811, inclusive. 

It is to be observed, however, that the general 
results of the accounts of every individual collec- 
tor and supervisor throughout the Union, as set- 
tled at the Treasury, being exhibited in the annual 
printed statements of the public accounts, the loss 
above enumerated cannot be considered as essen- 
tial to, or in any way likely to affect the settle. 
ment of future accounts, arising from the sources 
of revenue before stated; and, further, that all the 
auditor’s reports and statements of the accounts 
of the collectors of the customs, the internal rey- 
enue, and direct tax, from their commencement 
to the present period, have been saved. 

JOS. DAWSON. 


B. 


Of the books and papers relative to the receipts and 
expenditures. 


RecisTer’s Orrice, Oct. 26, 1814. 


The principal legers and journals, from the 
commencement of the present Government to the 
year 1798, were destroyed. The legers since that 
pete as well as the eee set of day books 

rom the commencement of the Government, have 
been preserved. 

The vouchers and reports on settled accounts, 
which were contained ia upwards of one hundred 
large cases and chests in the _fire-proof building. 
were destroyed. The Treasury statements on said 
accounts from the commencement of the present 
Government have, in general, been preserved. 

Upon the whole, it is conceived but little in- 
convenience will be incarred in the settlement of 
accounts from the destruction of books and papers 
in relation to this branch of the office. 

JOS. STRETCH. 


S aateeeeeneneent 


C. 
Of the books and records in relation to the accounts of 
the public debt, the following were destroyed. 
Recister’s Orrice, Oct. 25, 1814. 

1. Several old journals and legers, the accounts 
in which had been closed. 

Books containing receipts for certificates of 
funded debt delivered at the Treasury previous to 
the year 1800. The receipts taken since have 
been preserved. 

2. Cancelled certificates or evidences of the 
Revolutionary funded debt, numerically arranged 
and bound up in books, which were numerous 
and bulky; they contained, 

1. Loan Office certificates. 

2. Army certificates. 

3. Final settlement certificates issued by the 
commissioners of the staff department. 
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4, Final settlement certificates issued by com- 
missioners in the several States. ; 

5. Final settlement certificates issued in the 
marine department. is 

The whole were destroyed ; an official list, how- 
ever, exhibiting the certificates which remain 
outstanding was preserved, by which the equity 
of claims for certificates of either description may 
be ascertained with precision. 

3. Receipts for dividends of principal and in- 
terest on the funded debt paid at the several loan 
offices, from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment to the 3lst December, 1812, were lost ; also, 
receipts for dividends declared at the Treasury to 
the 3lst December, 1810. 

Dividends returned unclaimed from the loan 
offices for payment at the Treasury; the tran- 
scripts of these dividends, however, which were 

e in this office, in books prepared with col- 
umns for receipts, and which were preserved, 
exhibit not only the amount paid thereon, but 
also every sum now due to individual creditors. 

Transfers or cancelled certificates of the funded 
debt previous to the year 1811. All the powers 
of attorney for transferring stock were preserved. 

. MICHAEL NOURSE. 


F 


Generar Lanp Orrice, 
October 26, 1814. 

Sir: All the maps of this office, and all the 
books and papers necessary to the settlement of 
accounts, were saved from destruction. 

The papers destroyed were files of military 
warrants, which had been located and patented ; 
files of final certificates, and other papers relative 
to purchased lands which had been patented; a 
few files of monthly returns from land offices, 
which files had been posted into the legers; the 
loss of these papers will not affect the public in- 
terest. I have, &c. 

JOHN GARDINER, 


Chief Clerk, 
Hon. A. J. Dauuas, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


In relation to the books and papers of several 
offices attached to this Department, I take the 
liberty to enclose the reports which have been 
made to me by the principal officer of each. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, ’ OE. 

Hon, the Speaker, 


of the House of Representatives. 





Adjutant’s Report. 


DepPpaRTMENT OF War, 
Accountant’s Office, Oct. 27,1814. 

Sir: ln compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the 24th instant, this 
day transmitted to me from your office, directing 
the Secretaries of the several Departments, and 
the Postmaster General, to communicate to the 
House such information as may be in their power, 
in relation to the destruction of official books and 
papers in their respective Departments, in conse- 
quence of the incursion of the enemy, in the month 
of August, 1814, &e., I have the honor to state, 
that the books and papers belonging to this office 
were removed at the time above mentioned, and 
are now ina state of safety, excepting a part of 
the papers and army accounts appertaining to the 
Revolutionary war, which had been saved from 
the flames on the burning of the house occupied 
by the War Department in 1800. When the 
books and papers of this office were removed, as 
before mentioned, it was not practicable to obtain 
conveyance for all; it was, therefore, determined 
to leave the old papers and army accounts, as the 
loss of those (if any loss should happen) would 
be attended with less inconvenience than that of 
any other papers. They were in the fire-proof 
room of the office at the time of the incursion of 
the enemy, and when that building was burnt they 
remained uninjured by the flames; but the room 
having been entered by some persons soon after 
the building was destroyed, the papers were de- 
ranged,and many of them undoubtedly destroyed 
or carried away at that time; but it is not possi- 
ble to identify those which may have been thus 
destroyed. When the public papers were brought 
back to the City of Washington, the remainder of 
those papers (by far the larger part of the whole) 
were removed to the house now occupied as the 
Accountant’s office. 

It is not probable that the loss of those papers 
can have any effect in the adjustment of the un- 
settled accounts of the United States, as the 
claims (if any) whieh might arise under them 
have been barred by acts of limitation. 

With very great respect, I have the honor to 
be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

TOBIAS LEAR. 


Hon. Secretary or War. 





War Department, Nop. 9, 1814. 
Str: Conformably to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, of October 24, requiring of 
this Department a report relative to the destruc- 
tion of books and papers in consequence of the 
incursion of the enemy in the month of August, 
1814, I have the honor to report, that all the books 
of record belonging to this office were saved, and 
that no yer of any kind were lost, except rec- 
ommendations for appointments in the Army, and 
letters received more than seven years previous ; 
of all these, however, there is a record in the 
office, viz: the names of applicants, and a brief 
of the substance of all other letters which were 
not preserved. 
All the standards and colors taken from the 
enemy during the Revolution, as well as those of 





Paymaster’s Report. 
Army Pay Orrice, Oct. 29, 1814. 


the present war, which had been deposited inthe | The Paymaster of the Army of the United 
States, in obedience to a resolution of the House 


War Office, were also saved. 
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of apres under date October the 24th, 
1814, has the honor to report: ° 

That, by great exertions all the books, accounts, 
rolls, and papers of his office, which were of any 
considerable importance, were saved from the de- 
structive incursion of the enemy at this place, in 
the month of August, 1814; but agreeably to the 
tenor of the resolution he proceeds to mention, 
as nearly as can be well ascertained, those which 
were. not saved, and the probable effect which 
will result from their loss. They are as follows, 
namely: 

Part of the copies of the statements of such re- 
cruiting and other accounts as had been adjusted 
and settled in this office, with old duplicate 
vouchers, the originals of which were sent up to 
the other offices of the Government to be finally 
deposited in the Treasury Department. No in- 
convenience will result to the Government from 
this loss; (provided the originals are preserved ;) 
the only inconvenience which will be felt is in 
this office, where, instead of referring to our copies 
for information, we shall have to resort to the 
originals at the Treasury Department. 

he accounts and vouchers of Lieutenant 
Samuel Scott, as pay master of the twenty-fourth 
regiment of infantry. The instructions of the 
Paymaster of the Army to all sub-paymasters, 
direct them to keep duplicates of their accounts 
and vouchers, and Lieutenant Scott has been 
called on for the duplicates of his; when they 
are received the loss will be made good. 

A small book containing a record of certain 
stoppages from the pay of non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, artificers, and privates ; a book of 
minor importance, and as the stoppages had all 
been directed, and many of them actually made 
and done, the loss of it is considered of very little 
consequence. 

The recruiting account and vouchers (in part) 
of the late Major Timothy Dix, of the 14th regi- 
ment of infantry, deceased. If the legal repre- 
sentative of Major Dix produces the duplicates, 
which it is expected are among the papers of the 
deceased, the loss will be retrieved. 

It is possible that some few other papers might 
have been lost, which cannot now be recollected 
or ascertained. It is believed, however, that they 
could not have been of much magnitude or im- 


portance. 
Respectfully, R. BRENT, 
Paymaster U. S. Army. 
Hon. James Monroe, 


Secretary of War. 





Report of the Superintendent General of Military 
Supplies. 
Wasuinoton, October 24, 1814. 
Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the 24th instant, I 
have the honor to state, that none of the books or 
papers belonging to the office of the Superinten- 
dent General of Military Supplies have been lost or 
otherwise destroyed, in consequence of the incur- 
sion of the enemy in the month of August last. 


APPENDIX. 
Destruction of Public Books and Papers. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir 
your obedient servant, 
RICHARD CUTTS, 
Supt. Gen. Military Supplies, 
Hon. James Monroe, 
Secretary of War. 





Adjutant and Inspector General’s Report. 


Abs. anv Ins. Generav’s Orrice. 
Washington, Oct. 26, 1814. 

Sir: In conformity to your order, and with a 
view to meet a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the 24th instant, calling for infor- 
mation relative to the destruction of official books 
and papers by the enemy, on the 24th of August 
last, I have the honor to inform _ that the pa- 
pers which belonged to this office, and which 
were destroyed by the conflagration of the enemy, 
were files of muster-rolls, inspection, garrison, 
monthly and recruiting returns, up to the year 
1813, inclusive. In addition to this, several copies 
of Stoddard’s Artillery, and a few copies of a 
System of Drum Beating for the use of the Army, 
which had not been distributed, were also lost. 
The whole loss, however, is of no material con- 
sequence. 

I have the honor, to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient humble servant, 

JOHN R. BELL, 
Assistant Inspector General. 
Hon. James Monroe, 
Secretary of War. 





Orpnance Orrice, WASHINGTON, 
October 27, 1814. 


Sir: In obedience to a request from your De- 

artment, I have the honor to state that, in the 
ate invasion and conflagration of the enemy in 
this city, no valuable books or papers attached or 
pelongiog to this office sustained any loss or in- 
jury. A few printed books, of inconsiderable value, 
and some loose peer of no intrinsic import- 
ance, with a small quantity of furniture, station- 
ery, &c., formed the only articles which were 
destroyed. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir. 

your obedient servant, 
JOHN MORTON, 
Deputy Commissary. 
Hon. Secretary of War. 





Department oF Strate, 
November 14, 1814. 

The acting Secretary of State, in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, of the 24th ultimo, requesting such informa- 
tion as may be in the power of the several De- 
partments to afford, in relation to the destruction 
of the official books and papers in their Depart- 
ments, respectively, in consequence of the incur- 
sion of the enemy in the month of August, 1814, 
has the honor to report: 

That, when it became apparent from the move- 
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Intercourse with the Enemy. 
——__________ IEEE, 
ments of the enemy, after his debarkation at | prove if our citizens be suffered to hold, without 
Benedict, that his destination was the seat of} the license of public authority, personal inter- 
Government, every exertion was made, and every | course with the enemy ; to visit, at pleasure, their 
means employed, for the removal of the books | fleets, while actually invading our waters and 
and papers of this office, to a place of safety; | threatening our towns. Such conduct consti- 


: tutes an encroachment upon the attributes dele- 


and, notwithstanding the extreme difficulty in ! 
obtaining the means of conveyance, it is believed gated to Government, and which, under the the- 
ory of our Constitution, should be exercised only 


t ever and manuscript book of the of- 
eaeeeree } by the Executive branch as a necessary incident 


fice, of any importance, including those of the 
old Government, and all in relation to accounts, | to Executive authority. The Government that 
passively and promiscuously permits this en- 


were placed in a state of security. That it was not 
croachment must agree (o surrender its power of 


found practicable, however, to preserve in like I su 
manner, the volumes of laws reserved by Congress | self-preservation. The citizen who imagines 
for future disposition ; many of the books belong- | himself at liberty to embark in it must have a 
ing to the library of the Department, as well as| limited and erroneous sense of the obligations 
some letters on file of minor importance from | that should bind him. The forecast of the for- 
individuals on business mostly disposed of, which | mer cannot fail to perceive that it too obviously 
were unavoidably left, and shared the fate, it is | confers the means of doing mischief to suffer it 
presumed, of the building in which they were| to stand excused by any subsequent allegations 
deposited. of an unexceptionable or laudable motive, and 
All of which is respectfully submitted. should cut off remote and probable dangers by a 
JAMES MONROE. | strict inhibition of every species of such inter- 
course, under whatever pretences attempted. 
The latter should hesitate at taking a step so sus- 
ceptible of abuse, which might open a door to 
pernicious imitation; and which, whatever its 
genuine or harmless complexion in his particular 
instance, is caleulated to beget suspicions unfa- 
vorable to his intentions and hazardous to his 
fame. By the act of spontaneously repairing to 
the hostile ships, he separates himself from his 
country; identifies himself, for the time being, 
with its foe, and by exhibiting himself upon their 
decks without the stamp of national permission, 
is liable, under first impressions, to be viewed by 
both the one and the other, as in a garb of doubt- 
fulinnocence. He goes unshielded and unknown. 
If any one citizen may rightiully repair to the 
enemy for any purpose which he chooses either 
sincerely to avow, or fictitiously to set up, all 
must be allowed to claim a participation in the 
same indulgence. Thus, an evil-disposed person, 
veiling a malignant and treacherous intention 
under cover of these excursions, with no !imit to 
their number, and left to his own choice of cir- 
cumstances and time, may become the bearer of 
information and plans, to gratify his own turbu- 
lent designs and work the ruin of his country. 
These remarks are conceived to be founded upon 
principles iotrinsically sound, because inseparable 
from the safeguard of the Commonwealth, and 
that must hold out the strongest titles to assent in 
every dispassionate mind. The policy of other 
nations has adopted the method of a flag of truce 
from the Government or its known agents, when 
intercourse is to take place with an enemy, which 
serves as an universal symbol, that it is under 
public permission, and for lawful and necessary 
purposes. That the citizens of the United States, 
during a war, should be all at once absolved from 
this ancient, cautionary usage; that they should 
be freely allowed to substitute their own will for 
that of the Government ; passing to the enemy’s 
lines or to the enemy’s ships, for objects innocent 
or fatal, at their own loose discretion, seems as 
irreconcilable to reason as it is opposed to the 


























INTERCOURSE WITH THE ENEMY. 


The Attorney General of the United States to 
the District Attorney of the United States for 
Massachusetts. 


WasainoTon, July 28, 1814. 

Dear Sir: I have had the honor to receive 
your letter of the 16th of this month. I per- 
fectly agree with you that the intercourse which, 
in general terms, you describe as taking place on 
the part of our citizens with the enemy’s ships 
upon the coast, is altogether incompatible with a 
state of war. Whatever of necessary business, 
growing out of the belligerent state, is to be 
transacted with the enemy, should be transacted 
with the knowledge and under the sanction of 
the Government. Any other doctrine might lead 
to consequences too palpably mischievous to be 
countenanced by any sound views of the public 
safety. To the highest powers of Government 
alone does it belong to make war. To the Gov- 
ernment alone does it belong to carry iton. To 
its exclusive authority is negotiation committed, 
whatever character it may assume, whether in- 
volving the highest interests of the nation at 
large, or merely those matters of subordinate indi- 
vidual concern which spring up as unavoidably 
concomitant to a state of national hostility. The 
legal operation of the act declaring war was to 
put the subjects and citizens of the two countries 
in the condition of enemies towards each other. 
The slightest intercourse of trade between them 
is hence forbidden. All property detected as the 
subject of such trade is forfeitable under the 
general Jaw resulting at all times and to all na- 
tions from a state of war, and which this nation 
appropriated to itself when it became belligerent, 
as indispensable to its operations, its duties, and 
its safety. 

Much more subversive of these ends might it 
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Intercourse with the Enemy. 


maxims of prudence that have heretofore regu- 
lated the conduct of contending nations. 

In reply to your request for my opinion as to 
what course it might be proper to pursue to- 
wards persons who go on board the enemy’s ships 
hovering upon our shores, without any previous 
license derived from public authority, | beg leave 
to slate— 

That I think such intercourse should, in every 
case, be regarded as importing a strong, prima 
facie intention of guilt. It raises a presumption 
of designs adverse to the country, and favoring 
the enemy, which should not be d over with- 
out a scrupulous inquiry on the part of those 
functionaries who are charged with the punish- 
ing justice of the laws; and it behooves good 
citizens to be assistant to the magistrates upon 
all such occasions. If there be reason to think 
that, under the guise of some specious or inof- 
fensive purpose, any improper information has 
been conveyed by direct or indirect, but intelli- 

ible, means of communication, or any supplies 
n furnished, and the competent evidence of 
such fact or facts can be obtained, it is obvious 
that the party stands embraced by the Constitu- 
tional definition of treason, in giving aid to the 
enemy, and should be pipeebl against accord- 


ingly. 

ae evidence exist, or be discoverable to this 
effect, it may be asked, is the bare act of thus 
going on board punishable by indictment under 
our existing laws ? 

I am not prepared to answer this question in 
the affirmative. Good men may, undoubtedly, 
be found going on board for ends that ar. ‘nno- 
cent; however, in the view of a wise and safe 
policy, independent of - law, its impropriety 
could scarcely fail to strike every mind intelli- 
gent while it was patriotic. But there may pos- 
sibly be room for fearing, and if there be, it is 
deeply to be regretted, that those who slight the 
unsophisticated verdict of the public feeling, in 
making these voluntary visits, may have been 
looking with a more anxious discernment into the 
presumed defects of our existing jurisprudence, 
than consulting, under enlarged and unbiassed 
estimates of duty, their own paramount obliga- 
tions as members of the social body. It is true, 
indeed, that, under my views of the subject, no 
statute has yet been passed by Congress, looking 
particularly to this kind of conduct, or establish- 
ing it by specific definition as an independent 
ermme. Ido not think that the act of the 3d of 
January, 1799, entitled an act for the punishment 
of certain crimes therein specified, or the more 
recent one of the 6th of July, 1812, for the prohi- 
bition of trade with the enemy, can be consid- 
ered as having contemplated the particular spe- 
cies of intercourse with the armed enemy, of 
which we are speaking; or that, under the safe 
rules applicable to the interpretation of penal 
laws, they could now be made to embrace it. 
At the same time I imagine it will be conceded 
that there exists full power to prohibit and pun- 
ish specifically such intercourse as an integral, 
primary offence. The high exercise of legislative 


ne 
—~ 


authority which made the United States a beljj. 
gerent, necessarily invested the body corporate of 
their Government with the resulting powers jn- 
cident to a state of war; which powers, I cannot 
doubt, may be called into activity in detailed and 
positive acts of legislation, at the discretion of 
the same authority, and made co-extensive with 
the exigencies and duration of the war itself. 

In what manner this kind of intercourse with a 

ublic enemy may be punished at mere common 
aw, it is not necessary that I should inquire. 
Upon this point, if I must express an opinion, 
premising that it is of no more value than that of 
any other individual, I must declare that I do not 
think the common law applicable in such a case 
to the Government of the United States. I should 
feel regret at supposing that any official functions 
of which I may recognise the obligations, implied 
the necessity of my withholding the expression 
of this opinion. I donot think that a Federal 
Republic like ours, resting upon, as its only pil- 
lars, the limited political concessions of distinct 
and independent sovereign States, drew to itself, 
by any Just implication, at the moment of its 
circumscribed structure, the whole common law 
of Kogland, with all or any portion of its dark 
catalogue of crimes and punishments; a code 
which the more liberal and humane wisdom of 
a later day—the labors of the Romillys and the 
Benthams, following the more ancient strictures 
of a Blackstone and a Hale—has been aiming, 
ever since, to free of its fierce and sanguinary fea- 
tures; a code which, among the vast variety o/ 
actions that, in a complicated community, human 
frailty may be betrayed into, denounces, upon 
scarcely less than two hundred, capital infliction; 
thereby, as the regular and melancholy fruits of 
such a system, and as authentic lights assure us, 
imprinting more of human blood upon the gibbet 
than is known to the same extent of population 
in any other portion of Kurope. Against the in- 
corporation of such a code, even with the limita- 
tions that might be implied, upon the jurispru- 
dence of the Union, I perceive serious and insur- 
mountable objections. I believe, also, that this 
opinion has been adopted, partially at least, by 
the highest judicial tribunal known to the Con- 
stitution,* althoagh I observe that you speak doubt- 
fully upon this point, considering it not yet ulti- 
mately at rest. In order, therefore, to warrant 
proceedings against a party, under the systematic 
and regular course of a eriminal prosecution by 
indictment, I confess it does appear to me that 
the act for which he is to be indicted, should be 
marked down, and the penalty affixed by some 
statute of Congress. 

If no punishment can be superinduced through 
the medium of an indictment, it may next be 
asked, is there no other mode in which the party 
can be rendered obnoxious to legal animadver- 
sion? Is he to run no further risk than that of 
being made captive by trusting himself in the 








* In the case of the United States against Hudson 
and Goodwin; Supreme Court United States, Febra- 
ary, 1813. 
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enemy’s power; a risk which, on the pre-suppo- 
sition of his Ahi to favor the enemy, it is 
idle to advert to ? Is an act, the abstract and 
universal impropriety of which must exist, as it 
would seem, in the convictions of every uacloud- 
ed understanding, and, as we would also think, 
be traced in characters as legible upon every 
heart ; issuch an act to be passed over without any 
notice from the magistracy ; thereby, in the ab- 
sence of all correction, inviting its endless repe- 
tition ; to the disparagement of that fidelity which 
should bind in its transcendent ties, the citizen to 
the public, to the signal disrepute of our citizens 
themselves, in derision of all law, and to the man- 
ifest danger of the State? 

To these more important questions, I feel hap- 

y in not being obliged to give a negative answer. 

think that every private individual who is seen 
to throw himself upon the armed and invading 
foe, without the knowledge and permission of his 
Government, should be arrested and taken before 
the proper judge orcourt. Thatif this cannot be 
done with a view to prosecute him by indictment, 
it at least may be with a view to lay the founda- 
tion of a charge on which he may be bound in 
sufficient sureties to his good behaviour ; for such 
intercourse with the enemy puts him under a 
suspicion so strong, that the law should be awake 
with all its vigilance and activity. It lies on the 
direct road to treason; seems an approximation 
to it, opening at once every facility to its com- 
mission by taking the first and natural step. If 
no crime, in the moral scale, has in fact been 
perpetrated, such verisimilitude of criminal inten- 
tion is held out, as should put the party upon his 
excuse. And this, as I apprehend, not by hisown 
mere voluntary asseverations, of an inoffensive 
motive, but under the solemnities of a judicial 
scrutiny and sanction. If he can make out, by 
unexceptionable testimony, his innocence; that 
is, if he can show that, during all the while he 
was in communion with theenemy, he did nothing 
or uttered nothing that would bring him within 
the pale of treason; or if he can show that some 
invincible necessity compelled his going, the 
judges, as the law now stands, might probably 
exercise a discretion in directing his discharge. 
On the other hand, if there be no such repellent 
proof, I should prem that the bare going on 
board being fixed upon him, would authorize his 
being held to his good behaviour. The amount 
of meerity to be demanded, would, of course, reg- 
ulate itself, under judicial discretion, by the pre- 
vious habits and standing of the party, which 
might serve to give cause of greater or less sus- 
picion. It will be seen that, in this course, no 
departure is implied from the rule of law, which 
requires the proof always to follow up the allega- 
tion; since proof of the substantive act, which 
must always, in the first instance, be adduced of 
going at mere private instigation to the enemy 
while in armed array, is to be the standard of 
enforcing against the accused this species of pre- 
ventive justice. Nor, in the language of the 
books, can he reasonably complain of being laid 
under this restraint, when, by his own impru- 
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dence, he has given such cause to suspect that he 
will perpetrate a crime. 

It may perhaps be said that, as this binding 
over to good behaviour is a process at common 
law, to pursue it would be to recognise the au- 
thority of that system as the source of the rem- 
edy. It appears to me that such an objection is 
susceptible of an obvious answer. The right to 
bind over, is the necessary adjunct to the right to 
indict and punish the principal crime. It is, as 
it were, the accident inherent in the substance. 
Treason itself being forbidden and punishable by 
indictment, it becomes necessary that astep which, 
until fully explained away, verges so closely upon 
treason, should be followed up by this incipient 
restraint, so strictly comprehended within, and 
related to the power of final punishment. The 
voluntarily rushing into the enemy’s camp, is to 
be considered in the light of a first probable com- 
mencement of that train, the entire seriesof which 
is, in sound construction, already declared to be 
a crime by the Constitution and the law. To 
wait its consummation, or the progressive stages 
of its development, might be to render the parent 
statute itself little less than a dead letter. Its ex- 
istence may surely be anticipated where violent 
presumptions are afforded, and the arm of the 
statute be reached out, in indispensable extension 
of its efficacy to ward off, to check, to extinguish, 
the first movements towards the criminal deed. 
The power to punish, by established and known 
means, must draw after it the power to prevent, 
by derivative and kindred means. The less must 
be comprehended within the greater of its own 
quality and its own kind. Any other principles 
of construction would be over-scrupulous, would 
be against just reasoning upon judiciary powers, 
and might be in danger of paring down the stat- 
ute of treason itself to a few abortive words. 

The doctrine which goes to exclude the com- 
mon law of England, taken as a general system, 
from the criminal jurisprudence of our coun- 
try, has never denied it a prevalence and force 
sub modo. It has been adopted in universal prac- 
tice, as the incidental guide and handmaid to our 
acts of positive legislation. The very institution 
of a court by Congress, necessarily implies its in- 
vestiture with certain powers known at common 
law, fundamental to the discharge of its functions. 
How but by the aid of parts of this auxiliary code, 
incorporeal by inference and deduction upon our 
own statutes; how else could the statute of trea- 
son; how could any other statute of Congress 
which creates an offence and authorizes punish- 
ment, be executed? The shaping of the indict- 
ment; its caption; the form and body of phrase- 
ology ; the legal idea of the offence; the rules of 
evidence on the trial; those applicable to the jury, 
to the carrying into effect the sentence upon con- 
viction ; these, and various other powers, are ta- 
ken to be implied the moment that we are fur- 
nished by Congress with a statutory definition 
and punishment of acrime. Upon this founda- 
tion have the courts of the United States acted as 
soon as an offence has been thrown upon their 
general cognizance, without waiting for acts of 


iN 
ib 
x 
: 
' 
CS 
: 
w 





fos 


2 
* aag 
an 
St. 
* 
¢. 
{&. 
i-_ 
re 
e 
- 
zs. 
4 ; 
ea) 
z= 
B) 
: van 
ia i bi 
- i) 
y Oe 
mks 
A ‘| 
7) 


= gang 
-9? 


seat 
2 





1827 





APPENDIX. 


1828 


Proclamations by the President. 





after-legislation, as their warrant for the obser- 
vance and enforcement of these collateral attrib- 
utes to the chief jurisdiction. But then such ju- 
risdiction in chiet must first have have been con- 
ferred, and in this I take it lies the true distinction. 
In like manner, the right to bind over to the peace 
or good behaviour, is an anterior attribute of juridi- 
cal authority, applicable to all offences known to 
the English code. Whenever, therefore, our own 
statutory code recognises and punishes an offence, 
it must adopt cate anterior attribute as it has 
done all others that are merely collateral, the 
statute of Congress when once passed, taking to 
itself every incident that ought to move within 
its principal orbit, and which is necessary to its 
complete effect, Care, indeed, must be taken, 
that where the power to bind over is drawn forth, 
the cause of suspicion must have direct and fair 
relation to some offence which our own statutes 
actually forbid. In no other way can there be 
laid a just groundwork for its exercise. If, for 
example, a citizen by menaces, by laying in wait, 
or by any other indications, had given probable 
cause to suspect that he meditated violence upon 
the person of a foreign ambassador, he ought, I 
think, to be restrained by this previous interposi- 
tion of the law—the offence itself eee are 
able by a statute of the United States. But if he 
had barely given cause to think that he designed 
to introduce popery into the country, his hands 
could not be thus tied up, the silence of our own 
laws viewing this as altogether harmless, how- 
ever it may be treated by those of England. It 
would be easy to multiply illustrations under this 
head, but I fear I have already dwelt unnecessarily 
upon what must seem so plainly an incident to 
every court clothed by Congress with powers to 
try and punish crimes. 

I am informed that this power of binding over, 
has had, as matter of undisputed authority under 
our code, the sanction of the Chief Justice of the 
United States. That in a case which recently 
occurred before him in the district of Virginia, o! 
a charge of treason, the proof being insufhcient as 
to the overt acts, he dismissed the defendant with- 
out any recognisance to appear and stand his trial ; 
but was nevertheless of opinion that circumstan- 
ces justified his being held to his good behaviour; 
and, bail not being at hand, commitied him to 
prison. In this case the party had been on board 
the British ships in the Chesapeake. 

In no part of any of the foregoing observations, 
already | fear in danger of extending to too much 
length, have I introduced the question, how fara 
grand jury would be strictly called upon in every 
case to find a bill for treason against a citizen, 


founded upon the simple fact of his going of 


his own accord on board an enemy’s ship while 
invading our waters; and considering this mere 
fact as proof quite sufficient of such an overt act, 
as to put him upon his trial and defence. Per- 
haps, however, if the proof stopped here without 
advancing any further, the petit jury might hesi- 
tate at a verdict which would fix upon the party 
the heavy penalties of treason. 1 abstain from 
enlarging upon this point; though, surely, than 


the contumacious and unexplained repetition of 
such suspicious visits, more violent presumptions 
of the guilt of treason could scarcely be laid before 
the judgments and consciences of jurors,  [f 
the mere fact of going on boardewithout permis- 
sion from the Government, no matter in what way 
attempted to be justified or palliated, were made 
in every case a misdemeanor, punishable by fine 
and imprisonment, it would perhaps be most effec. 
tual towards putting an end to a species of inter. 
course so megs and reprehensible. But this 
isa subject for Congress alone to regulate, | 
will here just remark, that if at any time a boat 
should be seen to put off from an enemy’s ship in- 
vading our waters, and be making towards our 
shores, without the exhibition of a known symbol 
of truce from our own Government, or from the 
enemy, I do not see what is to prevent our land 
or naval officers in the vicinity firing upon it, con- 
sidering it as a hostile boat; and, until the a 
pearance be explained, incorporated with the force 
and intentions of the enemy. This I presume is 
a hazard which the party making the private visit, 
agrees not to take upon himself. 

I have taken the liberty to express my opinions 
in the course of this letter with less reserve, under 
the satisfactory consciousness, that, if ever any of 
them should be thought worthy to be acted upon, 
whatever errors they contain will be corrected by 
the superior and authoritative learning of those 
Judges and Courts, who confer such dignity upon 
the judgmen?-seats of the Union; and to the con- 
trolling wisdom of whose decisions I shall ever 
be found amongst the foremost to pay reverence 
and submission. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect your 


obedient servant. 
RICHARD RUSH, 
Attorney General United States. 
U. S. Disrricr Arrorney 
for Massachusetts. 








PROCLAMATION. 
By the President of the United States of America. 


The two Houses of the National Legislature 
having, by a joint resolution, expressed their de- 
sire that, in the present time of public calamity 
and war,a day may be recommended to be ob- 
served by the people of the United States as a 
day of public humiliation, and fasting, and of 
prayer to Almighty God, for the safety and wel- 
fare of these States, his blessings on their arms, 
and a speedy restoration of peace—I have deemed 
it proper, by this Proclamation, to recommend 
that Thursday, the twelfth of January net, be 
set apart as a day on wiich all may have an 
opportunity of voluntarily offering, at the same 
time, in their respective religious assemblies, 
their humble adorations to the Great Sovereign 
of the Universe, of confessing their sins and 
transgressions, and of strengthening their vows 
of repentance and amendment. They will be 
invited by the same solemn occasion, to call to 
mind the distinguished favors conferred on the 
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American people, in the general health which has 
been enjoyed; in the abundant fruits of the sea- 
son; in the progress of the arts instrumental to 
their comfort, their prosperity, and their security ; 
and in the victories which have so powerfully 
contributed to the defence and protection of our 
country—a devout thankfulness for all which 
ought to be mingled with their supplications to 
the Beneficent Parent of the human race, that he 
would be graciously pleased to pardon all their 
offences against Him; to support and animate 
them in the discharge of their respective duties ; 
to continue to them the precious advantages flow- 
ing from political institutions so auspicious to 
their safety against dangers from abroad, to their 
tranquillity at home, and to their liberties, civil 
and religious; and that he would, in a special 
manner, preside over the nation, in its public 
councils and constituted authorities, giving wis- 
dom to its measures, and success to its arms in 
maintaining its rights, and in overcoming all hos- 
tile designs and attempts against it; and finally, 
that by inspiring the enemy with dispositions fa- 
vorable to a just and reasonable peace, its bles- 
sings may be speedily and happily restored. 
Given under my hand, at the City of Wash- 
ington, the sixteenth day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and 
of the independence of the United States, 
the thirty-eighth. 
JAMES MADISON. 
By the President, 


JAMES MONROE. 
Acting Secretary of State. 


PROCLAMATION. 
By the President of the Uniled States of America. 


Among the many evils produced by the wars, 

which, with little intermission, have afflicted 
Europe, and extended their ravages into other 
quarters of the globe, for a period exceeding 
twenty years, the dispersion of a considerable 
portion of the inhabitants of different countries, 
in sorrow and in want, has not been the least 
injurious to human happiness, nor the least severe 
in the trial of human virtue. 
- It had been long ascertained, that many for- 
eigners flying from the dangers of their own 
home, and some citizens, forgetful of their duty, 
had co-operated in forming an establishment on 
the Island of Barrataria, near the mouth of the 
river Mississippi, for the purpose of a clandestine 
and lawless trade. The Government of the Uni- 
ted States caused the establishment to be broken 
up and destroyed: and, having obtained the 
means of designating the offenders of every de- 
scription, it only remained to answer the de- 
mands of justice, by inflicting an exemplary 
punishment. 

But it has been represented, that the offenders 
have manifested a sincere penitence; that they 
have abandoned the prosecution of the worst 
cause for the support of the best; and, particu- 
larly, that they have exhibited, in the defence of 
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New Orleans, unequivocal traits of courage and 
fidelity. Offenders, who have refused to become 
the associates of the enemy in the war, upon the 
most seducing terms of invitation ; and who have 
aided to repel his hostile invasion of the territory 
of the United States ; can no longer be considered 
as objects of punishment, but as objects of gener- 
ous forgiveness. 

It has, therefore, been seen, with great satis- 
faction, that the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana earnestly recommend these offenders 
to the benefit of a full pardon: And incompliance 
with that recommendation, as well as in consid- 
eration of all the other extraordinary cireum- 
stances of the case, I, James Mapison, President 
of the United States of America, do issue this 
Proclamation, hereby granting, publishing, and 
declaring, a free and full pardon of all offences 
committed in violation of any act or acts of the 
Congress of the said United States, touching the 
revenue, trade, and navigation thereof, or touch- 
ing the intercourse and commerce of the United 
States with foreign nations, at any time before 
the eighth day of January, in the present year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, by any 
person or persons whatsoever, being inhabitants 
of New Orleans and the adjacent country, or be- 
ing inhabitants of the said Island of Barrataria, 
and the places adjacent: Provided, That every 
person, claiming the benefit of this full pardon, in 
order to entitle himself thereto, shall produce a 
certificate in writing from the Governor of the 
State of Louisiana, stating that such person has 





“ 
aided in the defence of New Orleans, and the ee. 
adjacent country, during the invasion thereof, as ag 
aforesaid. cae 

And I do hereby further authorize and direct ch 
all suits, indictments, and prosecutions, for fines, ba 


peualties, and forfeitures, against any person or 
persons, who shall be entitled to the benefit of 
this full pardon, forthwith to be stayed, discon- 
tinued, and released: And all civil officers are Pa 
hereby required, according to the duties of their ne 
respective stations, to carry this Proclamation ofa 
into immediate and faithful execution. 
Done at the City of Washington, the sixth 
day of February,in the year one thousand 

eight hundred and fifteen, and of the inde- 


pendence of the United States the thirty- TS 
ninth. ce 
JAMES MADISON. ii 
ita 
PROCLAMATION. i 

By the President of the United States of America. &s 
The Senate and House of Representatives of ig 
the United States have, by a joint resolution, sig- ie 


nified their desire, that aday may be recommended, : 
to be observed by the people of the United States f 
with religious solemnity, as a day of thanksgiving Ng 
and of devout acknowledgments to Almighty ; 
God, for his great goodness, manifested in restor- 
ing to them the blessing of peace. a 

No people ought to feel greater obligations to 
celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of 
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events, and of the destiny of nations, than the 
people of the United States. His kind Providence 
originally conducted them, to one of the best por- 
tions of the dwelling place, allowed for the great 
family of the human race. He protected and 
cherished them, under all the difficulties and trials 
to which they were exposed in their early days. 
Under his fostering care, their habits, their senti- 
ments and their pursuits, prepared them for a 
transition in due time fora state of independence 
and of self-government. In the arduous struggle 
by which it was attained, they were distinguished 
by multiplied tokens of his benign interposition. 
During the interval which succeeded, he reared 
them into the strength, and endowed them with 
the resources, which have enabled them to as- 
sert their national rights, and to enhance their 
national character, in another arduous conflict, 
which is now happily terminated, by a peace and 
reconciliation with those who have been our en- 


emies. And to the same Divine Author of ever 
good and perfect gift, weare indebted for all those 
privileges and advantages, religious as well as 
a which are so richly enjoyed in this favoreg 
and. 

It is for blessings, such as these, and more es- 
pecially for the restoration of the biessing of 
peace, that | now recommend that the second 
Thursday in April next be set apart, as a day on 
which the people, of every religious denomination, 
may, in their solemn assemblies, unite their hearts 
and their voices, in a free-will offering to their 
Heavenly Benefactor, of their homage of thanks. 
giving, and of their songs of praise. 

; iven at the City of Washington on the 
fourth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fif- 
teen, and of the independence of the Uni- 
ted States the thirty-ninth. 
JAMES MADISON. 
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PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS;; 


PASSED AT THE THIRD SESSION OF THE THIRTEENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AND 
HELD AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1814. 








An Act farther to extend the right of suffrage, and to 
increase the number of members of the Legislative 
Council, in the Mississippi Territory. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That each and every free 
white male person, being a citizen of the United 
States, who shall have attained the age of twenty- 
one years, and who shall have paid a county or 
Territorial tax, and who also shall have resided 
one year in said Territory previous to any gene- 
ral election, and be, at the time of any such elec- 
tion, a resident thereof, shall be entitled to vote 
for members of the House of Representatives, 
and a delegate to Congress, for the Territory 
aforesaid: anything in the ordinance or in any 
act relative to the government of said Territory 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
House of Representatives of the Territory afore- 
said be, and they hereby are, authorized to nomi- 
nate eight persons, being citizens of the United 
States, to the President of the United States, four 
of whom shall be appointed members of the Legis- 
lative Council for said Territory, in addition to 
the number already provided, any act or ordinance 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

E. GERRY, 
Vice President of the United States. 
LANGDON CHEVES, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Approved, October 25, 1814. 

JAMES MADISON. 





An Act further extending the time for locating Vir- 
ginia military land warrants, and for returning the 
surveys thereon to the General Land Office. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line, on Continental Establish- 
ment, their heirs or assigns, entitled to bounty 
lands within the tract reserved by Virginia, be- 
tween the Littke Miami and Sciota rivers, for 
satisfying the legal bounties to her officers and 
soldiers upon Continental Establishment, shall be 
allowed a further term of three years, from and 
after the passage of this act, to obtain warrants 
and complete their locations, and a further term 
of five years, from and after the passage of this 
act as aforesaid, to return their surveys and war- 
rants, or certified copies of warrants, to the Gene- 
tal Land Office, anything in any former act to 


the contrary notwithstanding: Provided, That 
no locations; as aforesaid, within the above- 
mentioned tract, shall, after the passing of this 
act, be made on tracts of land for which patents 
had previously been issued, or which had been 
previously surveyed ; and any patent which may, 
nevertheless, be obtained for land located contrary 
to the provisions of this act, shall be considered 
as null and void. 
Approved, November 3, 1814, 





An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause to be built or purchased the vessels therein 
described. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, in addition to the 
present Naval Establishment, the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to cause to be built or purchased, manned, equip- 
ped, and officered, any number of vessels, not ex- 
ceeding twenty, which, in his opinion, the public 
service may require, to carry not less than eight, 
nor more than sixteen, guns each. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
building, or purchase, and equipping, of these 
vessels, the sum of six hundred thousand dollars 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated, 

Approved, November 15, 1814. 





An Act to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding 
three millions of dollars. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
borrow, on the credit of the United States, a sum 
not exceeding three millions of dollars, to be ap- 
plied, in addition to the moneys now in the 
Treasury, or which may be received from other 
sources, to defray any expenses which may have 
been, or, during the present year, may be, author- 
ized by law, and for which appropriations have 
been, or, during the present year, may be, made 
by law: Provided, That no engagement or con- 
tract shall be entered into, which shall preclude 
the United States from reimbursing any sum or 
sums thus borrowed, at any time after the expi- 
ration of twelve years from the last day of De- 
cember next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, be, and heis 
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hereby, authorized to cause to be constituted cer- 
tificates of stock, signed by the Register of the 
Treasury, or by a Commissioner of Loans, for the 
sum to be borrowed by this act, or for any part 
thereof, and the same to be sold. And the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall lay before Congress 
an account of all the moveys obtained by the sale 
of the certificates of stock in manner aforesaid, 
together with a statement of the rate at which 
the same may have been sold. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to employ an agent or 
agents, for the purpose of obtaining subscriptions 
to the loan authorized by this act, or of selling 
any part of the stock to be created by virtue 
thereof. A commission, not exceeding one quarter 
of one per cent. on the amount thus sold, or for 
which subscriptions shall have been thus ob- 
tained, may, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
be allowed to such agent or agents; and a sum 
not exceeding nine thousand dollars, to be paid 
out of any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, is hereby appropriated for paying 
the amount of such commission or commissions 
as may be thus allowed, and also for defraying 
the expenses of printing, and issuing the subscrip- 
tion certificates and certificates of stock, and other 
expenses incident to the completing of the loan 
authorized by this act. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful to receive in payment of any loan ob- 
tained under this act, or under any other act of 
Congress authorizing a loan, Treasury notes 
which have been issued acpardiog to law, and 
which shall become due aud payable on or before 
the first day of January next, at the par value of 
such Treasury notes, together with the interest 
thereon accrued, at the time of the payment on 
account of the loan. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the funds constituting the annual appro- 
priation of eight millions of dollars, for the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the public 
debt of the United States, as may be wanted for 
that purpose, after satisfying the sums necessary 
for the payment of the interest and such part of 
the principal of said debt, as the United States 
are now pledged annually to pay or reimburse, is 
hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment 
of the interest, and for the reimbursement of the 
principal, of the stock which may be created by 
virtue of this act. It shall, accordingly, be the 
duty of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
to cause to be applied and paid, out of the said 
fund, yearly, such sum and sums as may be an- 
nually wanted to discharge the interest accruing 
on the said stock, and to reimburse the principal, 
as the same shall become due, and may be dis- 
charged, in conformity with the terms of the 
loan; and they are further authorized to apply, 
from time to time, such sum or sums, out of the 
said fund, as they may thiuk proper, towards re- 
deeming, by purchase, and at a price not above 
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per, the principal of the said stock, or any part 
thereof, 

Seo.6. And be it further enacted, That. in ad- 
dition to the annual sum of eight millions of dol. 
lars, heretofore appropriated to the sinking fund 
adequate and permanent funds shall, during the 
present session of Congress, be provided and ap- 
propriated, for the payment of the interest and re- 
imbursement of the principal of said stock created 
by this act. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That an ad- 
equate and permanent sinking fund, gradually to 
reduce, and eventually to extinguish, the public 
debt, contracted, and to be contracted, during the 
present war, shall also be established during the 
present session of Congress. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for any of the banks in the District of 
Columbia to lend any part of the sum authorized 
to be borrowed by virtue of this act, anything in 
any of their charters to the contrary notwith- 
standing. : 

Approved, November 15, 1814. 





An Act to authorize the publication of the laws of the 
United States within the Territories of the United 
States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary for the 
Department of State be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to cause the laws of the United States, passed, 
or to be passed, during the present or any future 
session of Congress, to be published in two of the 
public hewspapers within each and every Terri- 
tory of the United States : Provided, In his opin- 
ion, it shall become necessary and expedient. 

Approved, November 21, 1814. 





An Act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
appoint a Clerk in the office of the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, with power to sign licenses. 

Be it enacted, §c.. That the Head of the Treas- 
ury Department shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized, from time to time, as may be requisite, 
to designate a clerk in the office of the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue, to assist in the signing of 
the licenses issuing from that office; and the 
clerk so designated shall have power to sign his 
own name to such licenses; which signature shall 
be as valid as that of the said Commissioner of 
the Revenue. 

Approved, November 22, 1814, 





An Act authorizing the Secretary of State, during the 
continuance of the present war, to make an adii- 
tional allowance to the owners and masters of ves- 
sels, for bringing back to the United States destitute 
and distressed American seamen. 

Be it enacted, §c., That during the continu- 
ance of the present war, the Secretary of State 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, in addition to 
the sum of ten dollars, at present allowed by law 
for returning destitute American seamen to the 
United States, to allow such additional compen- 
sation as he may deem reasonable, to be paid out 
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of the sum annually appropriated for the relief of | the master shall be entitled to receive one-fourth 
destitute American seamen. of the money bounty as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the) Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in 
Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, author- | lieu of the bounty of one hundred and sixty acres 
ized to adjust and settle such claims as may have | of land, now allowed by law, there shall be al- 
been exhibited at the Department of State. for | lowed to each non commissioned officer and sol- 
returning destitute American seamen to the Uni- | dier hereafter enlisted, when discharged from ser- 
ted States, and to allow, in addition to the ten | vice, who shall have obtained from the command- 
dollars at present allowed by law, such additional | ing officer of his company, battalion, or regiment, 
compensation as he may deem reasonable, and to | a certificate that he had faithfully performed his 
pay the same out of the fund appropriated for the } duty whilst in service, three hundred and twent 
relief of destitute American seamen. acres of land, to be surveyed, laid off, and granted, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this| under the same regulations, and, in every respect, 
act shall continue and be in force during the| in the manner now prescribed by law: and the 
continuance of the present war between the Uni- | widow and children, and, if there be no widow 
ted States and Great Britain, and for one year | nor child, the parents of every non-commissioned 
thereafter. officer and soldier enlisted according to law, who 

Approved, December 1, 1814. may be killed or die in the service of the United 
States, shall be entitled to receive the three hun- 
; = : dred and twenty acres of land as aforesaid; but 
An Act making further provision for filling the ranks | (he same shall not pass to collateral relations, 

of the Army of the United States. any law heretofore passed to the contrary not- 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the | withstanding. , 
passing of this Bre eles and every commissioned} Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That an 
officer who shall be employed in the retruiting | person subject to militia duty, who shall, accord- 
service, shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to | ing to law, furnish a recruit for the Army of the 
enlist into the Army of the United States, any | United States, at his own expense, to serve during 
free, effective, able-bodied man, between the ages | the war, shall thereafter be exempt from militia 
of eighteen and fifty years; which enlistment | duty during the war; and every recruit, thus fur- 
shall be absolute and binding upon all persons | nished, shall be delivered to some recruiting offi- 
under the age of twenty-one years, as well as| cer of the United States, who shall immediately 
upon persons of full age, such recruiting officer gree his receipt for such recruit, to the person 
having complied with all the requisitions of the | furnishing him, and shall forthwith report the 
laws regulating the recruiting service. same to the Department of War, and shall specify 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall | in the report the name of such person, and his 
not be lawful for any recruiting officer to pay or | place of residence, as well as the name and de- 
deliver to a recruit under the age of twenty-one | scription of the recruit; whereupon it shall be 

ears, to be enlisted by virtue of this act, any | the duty of the Secretary for the Department of 

unty or clothing, or in any manner restrain him | War to grant to the person furnishing such re- 
of his liberty, until after the expiration of four | cruit a certificate of exemption from militia duty 
days from the time of his enlistment; and it shall | during the war, upon calls made upon the author- 
be lawful for the said recruit, at any time during | ity of the United States ; which certificate shall 
the said four days, to reconsider and withdraw his | be good and avaitable to all intents and purposes 
enlistment, and thereupon he shall forthwith be | for that object. And every recruit thus furnish- 
discharged and exonerated from the same. ed shall be entitled to the bounty in land, in the 

Sec. 3. And be it Surther enacied, That so | same manner, and upon the same conditions, as 
much of the fifth section of the act, passed the | the other recruits in the Army of the United 
twentieth day of January, one thousand eight | States. 
hundred and thirteen, entuled “An act supple- Approved, December 10, 1814. 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act for the more 
perfect organization of the Army of the United | An Act supplementary to an act, laying duties on notes 
States,” as requires the consent, in writing, of the of banks, bankers, and certain companies, on notes, 

arent, guardian, or master, to authorize the en- bonds, and obligations, discounted by banks, bank- 
istment of persons under the age of twenty-one | ers, and certain companies, and on bills of exchange 
years, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed : of certain descriptions. 


Provided, however, That, in case of the enlist-| Be it enacted, ¢c., That, in respect to the stamp 
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. . | ° - 
ment of any person held to service as an appren- | duties of any of the notes of private bankers which 


tice, under the provisions of this act, whenever | are subject by law to such duties, it shall be law- 
such person, at the time of his enlistment, shall | ful for the Secretary of the Treasury to agree to 
be held by his indenture to serve for any term be- | an annual composition io lieu thereof, with any 
tween two and three years, his master shall be | of the said private bankers, at the rate of one and 
entitled to receive one-half of the money bounty;| a half per centum on the amouat of the anoual 
if held, in like manner, to serve between one and profit made by such private bankers, respectively, 
two years, the master shall be entitled to receive upon the capital employed in the business of their 
one-third of the money bounty as aforesaid; and | respective banks, to be ascertained as is herein- 
if held, in like manner, to serve one year or less, | after provided. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
private banker, who shall be desirous to enter into 
the composition aforesaid, shall, at the time of 
proposing the same, transmit to the Secretary of 
the Treasury a statement, verified by his own 
oath or affirmation, and that of his cashier or 
principal clerk, of the amount of the capital em- 
ployed, or to be employed, in his bank, and the 
charges and expenses of conducting the business 
thereof, in such detail as shall be satisfactory to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. And every pri- 
vate banker, after entering into such composition, 
shall keep a weekly account of his discounts, is- 
sues of bank notes and deposites, and shall, once in 
every month, transmit to the Secretary of the 
Treasury a transcript thereof, verified by oath or 
affirmation, as aforesaid; and he shall also, half 
yearly, make and transmit to the Secretary of the 

reasury a statement of the profits of bis bank 
for the preceding half year, verified as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the purpose of carrying such compositions into 
effect, the Secretary of the Treasury may, from 
time to time, estimate the profits of the said 
private bankers, respectively, either according to 
the amount of the capital by them respectively 
stated to be employed in the business of their re- 
spective banks, as aforesaid, and the half yearly 
profits by them respectively stated to be actually 
made thereon, as aforesaid, or according to the 
amount of the capital which, upon the general 
principle and practice of banking, would be requi- 
site and proper for conducting the business of a 
bank, to the extent appearing upon the said 
monthly returns of the said private bankers, re- 
spectively, and the usual profits made upon such 
capital. And the said private bankers, respec- 
tively, shall pay to the collector of internal du- 
ties, for the district wherein their banks, respec- 
tively, are established, for the use of the United 
States, a composition in lieu of the said stamp 
duties, at the rate of one and a half per centum 
on the profits of their respective banks, estimated 
and ascertained in either of the modes aforesaid. 

Approved, December 10, 1814. 





An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by duties on carriages, and the har- 
ness used therefor. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That, from the last day of 
December instant, there shall be paid the fol- 
fowing yearly rates and duties upon every car- 
riage, with the harness used therefor, kept for 
use, which shall not be exclusively employed in 
husbandry, or for the transportation of goods, ac- 
cording to the following valuations, to wit: 

If not exceeding fifty dollars, one dollar. 

If above fifty, and not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, two dollars. 

If above one hundred, and not exceeding two 
hundred dollars, four dollars. 

If above two hundred, and not exceeding three 
hundred, seven dollars. 

If above three hundred, and not exceeding four 
hundred, eleven dollars. 


If above four hundred, and not exceeding five 
hundred, sixteen dollars. 

If above five hundred, and not exceeding six 
hundred, twenty-two dollars. 

If above six hundred dollars, and not exceeding 
eight hundred dollars, thirty dollars, 

f above eight hundred dollars, and not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars, forty dollars. 

f above one thousand dollars, fifty dollars, 

Which valuations shall be made agreeably to 
the existing condition of the carriage and harness 
at the time of making the first entry thereof, in 
conformity to the provisions of this act, and 
shall not be changed in relation to any carriage 
and harness, while subject to the duties imposed 
by this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person having or keeping such carriage, shall 
yearly, in the month of January, make and sub- 
scribe a true and exact entry thereof, describing 
the same, and stating its denomination and the 
number of its wheels, together with its value, and 
that of the harness used therefor, as aforesaid; 
which entry shall be lodged with the collector 
appoinged by virtue of the act, entitled “An act 
for the assessment and collection of direct taxes 
and internal duties,” for the district in which the 
person liable for the payment of such duty may 
reside. And it shall be the duty of the collectors 
aforesaid to attend within the month of January, 
in each year, at three or more of the most public 
and convenient places in each county, within 
their respective districts, and to give public no- 
tice, at least ten days previous to such day, of the 
time and place of such attendance, and to receive 
such entry, made in the manner before directed, 
at such place, or at any other where they may hap- 
pen to be within the said month of January, with- 
in which said month the duties shall be paid 
agreeably thereto, and, on the payment thereof, 
to grant a certificate for each carriage mentioned 
in such entry, therein specifying the name of the 
owner, the description and denomination of the 
carriage, and the sum paid, with the time when, 
and the period for which such duty shall be so 
paid; and the forms of the certificates to be so 
granted, shall be prescribed by the Treasury De- 
partment; and such certificates, or the acknowl- 
edgments of the collector aforesaid, by a credit in 
his public accounts, shall be the only evidence to 
be exhibited and admitted, that any duty imposed 
by this act has been discharged: Provided, never- 
theless, That no certificate shall be deemed of 
validity any longer than while the carriage for 
which the said certificate was granted is owned 
by the person mentivned in such certificate, un- 
less such certificate shall be produced to a col- 
lector, and an entry shall be thereon made by him, 
specifying the name of the then owner of such 
carriage, and the time when he or she became 
possessed of the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any 
person who, after the month of December, in any 
year, shall commence the having or keeping of 
any carriage subject to duty, shall and may, at 
any time during thirty days after he shall so 
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commence the having or keeping of such car- 
riage, make like entry and payment in mauner 
before prescribed; and on payment of such pro- 
portion of the duty laid by this act on such car- 
riage, and the harness used therefor, as the time, 
from which ‘he shall commence the keeping of 
such carriage to the end of the month of Decem- 
ber then next ensuing, shall bear to the whole 
year, shall be entitled to, and may demand like 
certificates; subject, nevertheless, to the condi- 
tions before and hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any 
person having or keeping any carriage subject to 
duty, who shall make an untrue or defective en- 
try, to evade the whole or any part of the duty 
justly and truly payable according to this act, 
shall lose the sum paid pursuant to such untrue 
or defective entry; and where such untrue or de- 
fective entry hath been made, or where no entry 
shall be made, or where there shall be a neglect 
of payment at any time thereafter, on personal 
sppdation and demand at the house, dwelling. 
or usual place of abode of such person, by the 
proper ahem be liable and shall pay the duty 
by this act imposed, with a further sum, double 
the amount thereof; one moiety of which last 
sum shall be to the use of the United States, and 
the other moiety thereof to the use of the person 
who, if a collector, shall first discover, if other 
than a collector shall first inform in such case; 
which duty, with the said addition, shall be col- 
lected by distress and sale of the goods and chat- 
tels of the person by whom the same shall be due. 
And in every case where the owner of a carriage 
shall fail to enter the same in conformity to the 
provisions of this act, the collector shall have 
power, and he is hereby authorized, to determine 
the class to which such carriage belongs, and to 
fix the duty payable on the same. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where any duty shall be collected pursuant 
to this act, whether by distress or otherwise, cer- 
tificates shall be granted for each carriage, in 
manner as before prescribed. 

Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, That in case 
a question shall arise, in the execusion of this act, 
whether a carriage is exclusively employed in 
husbandry, or for the transportation of goods, 
such carriage shall be deemed not to beso em- 

loyed, unless proof to the contrary be adduced 
y the owner or keeper thereof. 

Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That in case 
any entry of a carriage may have been made un- 
der the “‘Act laying duties on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons,” passed July twenty- 
fourth, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
for a period extending beyond the first day of 
January next, it shall be the duty of the owner 
or keeper thereof, notwithstanding, to render the 
entry required by the second section of this act to 
the proper collector, and to pay him such sumas, 
with any duty previously paid, shall amount to 
the whole duty payable, according to this act, on 
such carriage and the harness used therefor, sub- 
ject, in case of neglect or failure, to a propor- 
tionate part of the penalty imposed in the fourth 


section of this act; which payment shall be en- 
dorsed on any certificate which may have been 
granted. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever, hereafter, there shall be a general assess- 
ment made throughout the United States, it shall 
be the duty of the principal assessor in each col- 
lection district, agreeably to instructions to be 
given by the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause 
a list of carriages liable to duty, with the valua- 
tions thereof, as fixed in this act, to be made out 
and delivered to the collector for such district, 
according to which valuations, as far as the same 
may apply, the duties hereby imposed shall be 
thereafter assessed and collected: Provided, That 
the owner or keeper of a carriage liable to duty, 
shall not be thereby released from the obligation 
to make the entry hereby required to be made: 
And provided, further, That carriages that are 
. contained in said list shall be also liable to 

uty. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
several provisions of “An act making further pro- 
vision for the collection of internal duties, and for 
the appointment and compensation of assessors,” 
passed the second day of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, shall, and are hereby 
declared to apply in full force to the duties laid 
by and to be collected under this act, the same as 
if such duties and this act were recognised there- 
in; which said duties shall be collected by the 
saine collectors, in the same manner, for the same 
commissions, and under the same directions, as 
are thereby established in relation to the other in- 
ternal duties; and all the obligations, duties, and 
penalties thereby imposed upon collectors, are 
hereby imposed upon the collectors of the duties 
laid by this act. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That to- 
wards establishing an adequate revenue to provide 
for the payment of the expenses of Government, 
for the punctual payment of the public debt, prin- 
cipal and interest, contracted and to be contract- 
ed, according to the terms of the contracts, re- 
spectively, and for creating an adequate sinking 
fund gradually to reduce, and eventually to ex- 
tinguish the public debt, contracted and to be 
contracted, the internal duties laid and imposed 
by this act, (and those laid and imposed by the 
“Act laying duties on carriages for the convey- 
ance of persons,” passed twenty-fourth July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, so far as 
the same are not hereby abolished,) shall be laid, 
levied, and collected, during the present war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, and 
until the purposes aforesaid shall be completely 
accomplished, anything in any act of Congress 
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstund- 
ing. And for effectual application of the revenue 
to be raised by and from the said internal duties 
to the purposes aforesaid, in due form of law, the 
faith of the United States is hereby pledged: 
Provided always, That whenever Congress shall 
deem it expedient to alter, reduce, or change, the 
said internal duties, or any or either of them, it 
shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and sub- 
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stituting by law, at the same time, and for the 
same purposes other duties, which shall be equally 
productive with the duties so altered, reduced, or 
changed: And provided. further, That nothing in 
this act contained shall be deemed or construed 
in anywise to rescind or impair any specific ap- 
propriation of the said duties, or any or either of 
them heretofore made by law, but such appropri- 
ation shall remain, and be carried into effect ac- 
cording to the true intent and meaning of the laws 
crestin, the same; anything in this act to the con- 
trary thereof in anywise notwithstanding.| 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the “Act 
laying duties on carriages for the conveyance of 
persons,” passed July twenty-fourth, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, shall cease after the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, except so far as the same 
may apply to the collection of duties which may 
have previously accrued, and except so far as 
entries may have been made or duties paid under 
the same, as contemplated in the seventh section 
of this act: Provided, That all fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures, which have been, or may be, in- 
curred under the said act, shall be recovered and 
distributed, and may be mitigated or remitted, in 
like manner as if the said act had continued in 
full force and virtue. 

Approved, December 15, 1814. 





An Act making additional appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the military establishment during the 
year eighteen hundred and fourteen, in addition 
to the sums heretofore appropriated by law to that 
object, the following sums be, and they are hereby, 
appropriated ; that is to say: 

For the pay of the army, five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

For the subsistence of the army, one million 
of dollars. 

For the quartermaster’s department, tive hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

For the ordnance department, five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For clothing, five hundred thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing sums be appropriated for the purposes 
herein recited ; that is to say: 

For defraying the compensation granted by law 
to the members of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, their officers and attendants, during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, in addition to the sum heretofore appro- 
priated for that purpose, the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For defraying the contingent expenses of the 
Senate of the United States, during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the sum of 
five thousand dollars, in addition to the sum here- 
tofore appropriated. 

For delraying the contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives, during the year one 
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thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the sum of 
ten thousand dollars, in addition to the sum her. 
tofore appropriated. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sey. 
eral appropriations hereinbefore made, shall be 
paid and discharged out of any moneys in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, December 15, 1814. 





An Act directing the Staff Officers of the Army to com. 
ply with the requisitions of naval and marine officers, 
in certain Cases. 

Be it enacted, §c., That it shall be the duty of the 
several officers of the staffof the Army of the Uni. 
ted States, to provide the officers, seamen, and 
marines, of the Navy of the United States, when 
acting, or proceeding to act, on shore, in co-oper. 
ation with the land troops, upon the requisition of 
the commanding naval or marine officer of any 
such detachment of seamen or marines, under 
orders to act as aforesaid, with rations, also the 
officers and seamen with camp equipage, accord- 
ing to the relative rank and station of each, and 
the military regulations in like cases, together 
with the necessary transportation, as well for the 
men as for their baggage, provisions, and cannon: 
Provided, nevertheless, That the contract price of 
the rations which may be furnished shall be re- 
imbursed out of the appropriations for the sup- 
port of the navy. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
spective quartermasters of the army shall, upon 
the requisition of the commanding naval officer 
of any such detachment of seamen or marines, 
furnish the said officer and his necessary aids 
with horses, accoutrements, and forage, during 
the time they may be employed in co-operating 
with the land troops as aforesaid. 

Approved, December 15, 1814. 





An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of Government, and maintaining the public 
credit, by laying duties on spirits distilled within the 
United States, and Territories thereof, and by amend- 
ing the act laying duties on licenses to distillers of 
spirituous liquors. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the first 
day of February next, there shall be paid upon all 
spirits, unless hereinafterspecially excepted which, 
after the said day, shall be distilled within the Uni- 
ted States, or Territories thereof,in any still orstills, 
or in any other vessel, or by the aid of any boiler, as 
defined inthe act, entitled “An act laying duties on 
licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” in ad- 
dition to the duties payable for licenses therefor, 
the duties following; that is to say: for every 
gallon of such spirits distilled wholly or in part 
from foreign materials, twenty cents; and for 
every gallon of such spirits distilled from domestic 
materials, twenty cents; which said duties shall 
be paid by the owner, agent, or superintendent, of 
the still or other vessel, in which the said spirits 
shall have been distilled; the amount thereof 
payable by any one person, at any one time, if 
not exceeding ten dollars, shall, and if exceeding 
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: ten dollars may, be paid in money, with a deduc- 
” tion of two per centum, at the time of rendering 
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required to be rendered by the second section of 
this act, or without deduction at the next sub- 
sequent time prescribed for rendering such ac- 
ounts. 
‘ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
rson who, on the first day of February next, 
shall be the owner of any still or boiler, or other 
vessel, used or intended to be used for the purpose 
of distilling spirituous liquors, or who shall have 
such ‘still or boiler, or other vessel, under his 


or on his own account, shall, before the said 


shall use or intend to use any still or boiler, or 
other vessel, as aforesaid, either as owner, agent, 
or otherwise, shall, before he shall begin so to use 
or cause the same so to be used, give bond in such 
sum as shall be prescribed by the Treasury De- 
partment, with at least two sureties, to the satis- 
faction of the collector of internal duties for the 
district in which the same shall be situate, in a 
sum not less than the computed duties for one 
year, nor less than one thousand dollars, that he 
will, before using or causing the same to be used, 
make true and exact entry and report, in writing, 
to the said collector, of every such still or boiler, 
or other vessel, owned or superintended by him, 
with the capacity thereof, the names of the own- 
er, agent, and superintendent, the place where sit- 
uate,and whether intended to be employed on for- 
eign or domestic materials, with the quantity of 
domestic spirits, in gallons, which he may have 
on hand; that he wiil thereafter, before using or 
causing the same to be used, make like entry and 
report of any other still or boiler, or other vessel, 
used, or intended to be used, for distillation, that 
he may own, or have the agency or superinten- 
dence of, with the capacity thereof, the names of 
the owner, agent, and superintendent, the place 
where situate, and whether intended to be em- 

loyed on foreign or domestic materials, with in- 
ormation from time to time, of any change in the 
form, capacity, agency, ownership, or superinten- 
dence, which all or either of the said stills or boil- 
ers, or other vessels, may undergo; that he will, 
from day to day, enter, or cause to be entered, in 
a book to be kept by him for that purpose, and 
which shall be open at all times, between the ri- 
sing and setting of the sun, for the inspection of 
the said collector, who may take any minutes, 
memorandums, or transcripts thereof, the number 
of gallons of spirits distilled, keeping separate ac- 
counts of the spirits distilled fromm foreign and do- 
mestic materials; and will render to the said col- 
lector, on the first day of January, April, July, and 
October, in each year, or within ten days there- 
after, a general account in writing, taken from 
his books, of the number of gallons of each kind 
of spirits distilled for three months preceding said 
days, or for such portion thereof as may have 
elapsed from the date of said entry and report, to 
the said day which shall next ensue; that he will, 
at the said times, deliver to the said collector the 
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original book of entries, which book shall be re- 
tained by said officer; that he will verify or cause 
to be verified, the said entries, reports, books, and 
general accounts, on oath or affirmation, to be 
taken before the collector, or some officer author- 
ized by the laws of the State to administer the 
same, according to the form required by this act, 
where the same is prescribed; and that he will 
pay to the said collector the duties which by this 
act ought to be paid on the spirits so distilled, and 
in the said account mentioned, if not exceeding 
ten dollars, at the time of rendering an account 
thereof, with a deduction of two per centum, and 
if exceeding ten dollars, either at said time, with 
a like deduction, or at the next subsequent time 
prescribed for rendering such accounts, without 
deduction: and the said bond may, from time to 
time, at the discretion of the collector, be renewed 
or changed in regard to the sureties and penalties 
thereof. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 


entries made in the books of the distiller, required 
to be kept by the second section of this act, shall, 
on the said first day of January, April. July, and 
October, or within ten days thereafter, be verified 
by the oath or affirmation, to be taken as afore- 
said, of the person or persons by whom such en- 
tries shall have been made, which qualification 
shall be certified at the end of such entries by the 
collector, or officer administering the same, and 
shall be in substance as follows: “1 doswear, (or 
affirm,) that the foregoing entries were made by 
me on the respective days specified, and that they 
state, according to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, the whole quantity of spirits distilled at the 
distillery, owned by 
amounting to —— gallons, distilled from domestic 
materials, and —— gallons, distilled from foreiga 





in the county of — 


materials.” 

Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner, agent, or superintendent aforesaid, shall, 
in case the original entries required to be made 
in his books by the second section of this act shall 
not be made by himself, subjoin to the oath or 
affirmation of the person by whom they were 
made, the following oath or affirmation, to be taken 
as aforesaid: “Ido swear, (or affirm.) that, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, the forego- 
ing entries are just and true, and that | have tak- 
en all the means in my power to make them so,” 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, Thatin all cases 
in which the duties aforesaid, payable on spirits, 
shall not be duly paid, the person or persons 
chargeable therewith shall pay in addition ten 
percent. on the amount thereof; andin case such 
duties, with said addition, shall not be paid within 
three months from the time the said duties ought 
to be paid, the collector for the district shall make 
a personal demand of the same from such person 
or persons, or by notice in writing, left at his or 
her dwelling, if within the collection district, and 
if not, at the distillery owned or superintended by 
such person or persons; and in case of refusal or 
neglect to pay the said duties, with the addition, 
within ten days after such demand or notice, the 
amount thereof shall be recovered by distress and 
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sale of the goods, chattels, and effects, of the de- 
linquent; and in case of such distress, it shall be 
the duty of the officer charged with the collection, 
to make, or cause to be made, an account of the 
goods or chattels which may be distrained, a copy 
of which, signed by the officers making such dis- 
tress, shall be left with the owner or possessor of 
such goods, chattels, or effects, or at his or her 
dwelling, with a note of the sum demanded, and 
the time and place of sale; and the said officer 
shall, forthwith, cause a notification to be pub- 
licly posted up, at two of the taverns nearest to 
the residence of the person whose property shall 
be distrained, or at the court-house of the same 
county, if not more than ten miles distant, which 
notice shall specify the articles distrained, and 
the time or place proposed for the sale thereof, 
which time shall not be less than ten days from 
the date of such notification, and the place pro- 

osed for sale not more than five miles distant 
rom the place of making such distress: Provided. 
That in any case of distress for the payment of 
the duties aforesaid, the goods, chattels, or effects, 
so distrained, shall and may be restored to the 
owner or possessor, if, prior to the sale thereof, 
payment. or tender thereof, shall be made to the 


' proper officer charged with the collection, of the 


full amount demanded, together with such fee for 
levying, and such sum for the necessary and rea- 
sonable expenses of removing and keeping the 
oods, chattels, or effects, so distrained, as may 
allowed in like cases by the laws or practice of 
the State or Territory wherein the distress shall 
have been made; but in case of non-payment, or 
tender, as aforesaid, the said officer shall proceed 
to sell the said goods, chattels, or effects, at public 
auction, and shall and may retain, from the pro- 
ceeds of such sales, the amount demandable for 
the use of the United States, with the said neces- 
sary and reasonable expenses of distress and sale, 
as aforesaid, and a commission of five per centum 
thereon for his own use, rendering the overplus, 
if any there be, to the person whose goods, chat- 
tels, or effects, shall have been distrained: Pro- 
vided, That it shall not be lawful to make distress 
of the tools or implements of a trade or profession, 
beasts of the plough necessary for the cultivation 
of improved lands, arms, or necessary household 
furniture, and apparel for a family. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all 
spirits which shall be distilled within the United 
States, or Territories thereof, the duties on which 
shall not have been duly paid or secured, accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
shall be forfeited, and may be seized as forfeited 
by any collector of the internal duties: Provide 

ways, That such spirits shall not be liable to 
seizure and forfeiture in the hands of a bona fide 
purchaser without notice of the duties not being 
paid, or secured to be paid. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner, agent, or superintendent, of any still, boiler, 
or other vessel used in the distillation of spirits, 
who shall neglect or refuse to make true and exact 
entry and report of the same, or to do, or cause to 
be done, any of the things by this act required to 


be done as aforesaid, excepting to pay the dutie, 
hereby laid in cases where the bond required by 
the second section of this act has been given, shail 
forfeit, for every such neglect or refusal, al! jh. 
spirits distilled by or for him, and the stills, bo}. 
ers, and other vessels used in distillation, togethe; 
with the sum of one thousand dollars, to be reeoy. 
ered, with costs of suit; which said spirits, wi.) 
the vessels containing the same, and stills, boilers 
and other vessels used in distillation, may be seized 
by any collector of the internal duties, and hejd 
by him until a decision shall be had thereon, ac. 
cording tolaw: Provided, Such seizure be made 
within three months after the cause for the same 
may have occurred, and that a prosecution or ac. 
tion thereupon shall have been commenced ty 
such collector, within twenty days after the seiz. 
ure thereof. 

Seo. 8. And be it further enacted, That in cas 
the duties aforesaid shall not be paid or recovered 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, or in case 


any acts shall be done contrary to, or any acis | 


omitted that are required to be done by, the bond 


to be given as aforesaid, or the penalties incurred { 
thereby shall not be recovered, the said bond shall | 


be deemed forfeited, and shall be put in suit by 
the collector, for the recovery of the amount o/ 
the said duties, with the addition thereon, penal- 
ties, and costs, or either, as the case may be; ani 
judgment thereon shall and may be taken at the 
return term, on motion to be made in open court, 
unless sufficient cause to the contrary be show: 
to, and allowed by, the court: Provided, Thai 
the writ of process in such case shall have beer 
executed at least fourteen days before the return 
day thereof. 

Seo. 9. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall forcibly obstruct or hinder a collector 
in the execution of this act, or of any of the pow- 
ers or authorities hereby vested in him, or shall 
see rescue, or cause to be rescued, any spir- 
its, still, boiler, or other vessel, after the same 
shall have been seized by him, or shail attemp: 
or endeavor so to do, the person so offending shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum ol 
five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, Thatacol- 
lector shall be authorized to enter, at any time 
between the rising and setting of the sun, any 
distillery or place where any stills, boilers, or 
other vessels used in distillation, are kept, within 
his collection district, for the purpose of exami- 
ning and measuring the same, and the other ves- 
sels therein, or of inspecting the accounts of spirits 
from time to time distilled. And.every owner of 
such distillery, or stills, or boilers, or other ves- 
sels, or persons having the agency or superinten- 
dence of the same, who shall refuse to admi! 
such officer, or to suffer him to examine and mea- 
sure the same, or to inspect said accounts, shall, 


for every such refusal, forfeit and pay the sum oi 


five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That any 
person who shall be convicted of wilfully taking 
a false oath or affirmation, in any of the cases in 
which an oath or affirmation is required to be 
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_— the provisions of this act, as well as of the “Act 
~ laying duties on licenses to distillers of spirituous 
liquors,” passed the twenty-fourth day of July, 
~ one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be 
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comply with the provisions of this act, shall be 
entitled, while such refusal or neglect continues, 
to receive a license for eat Yo 

* any still, or boiler, or other vessel, or 
~ titled to credit for any duties on spirits that may 
_ have accrued. 


collector shall give receipts for all sams by him 
_ collected under this act. 


shall appear to the satisfaction of the collector 
for the district, that any owner, agent, or super- 
~ intendent, of a still, boiler, or other vessel used in 
” distillation, who shall have given bond agreeably 


ceased to use the same for one year, and made 
~ oath or affirmation thereof, to be lodged with said 
E collector, hath acted agreeably to the condition 

~ of such bond, the collector shall cause such bond 
' to be delivered to said owner, agent, or superio- 
 tendent. 
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ins and penalties to which persons are liable 
rjury, and shall, more- 
forfeit the sum of five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no 
person who shall have refused or neglected to 


in distillation, 
or shall be en- 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That every 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That if it 


to the second section of this act, and shall have 


Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all 


deemed to apply to any still, or boiler, or other 
vessel used in distillation, which shall be employed 
in the rectification of spirituous liquors, and to 
spirits rectified therein, or with the aid thereof. 
Sec. 16. And be it further enucted, That any 
license heretofore or hereafter granted for employ- 
ing a still, boiler, or other vessel, in distilling 
spirits from foreign materials, shall authorize the 
distilling spirits from domestic materials also. 
Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the 
“Act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spi- 
rituous liquors,” passed the twenty-fourth of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be 
deemed to remain in full force, except as to the 
alterations thereof contained in this act, and that 
the several provisions of “An act making further 
provision for the collection of internal duties, and 
for the appointment and compensation of asses- 
sors,” passed the second day of August, one thou- 
sand eight huodred and thirteen, shall, and are 
hereby declared to, apply in full force to the duties 
laid by, and to be collected under, this act, the 
same as if such duties and this act were recognised 
therein, whieh said duties shall be collected by 
the same collectors, in the same manner, for the 
same commissions, and under the same directions, 
as are hereby established in relation to the other 
internal duties; and all the obligations, duties, 
and penalties, thereby imposed upon the collec- 


tors, are hereby imposed upon the collectors of 
the duties laid by this act: Provided, That if 


any person to whom a license shall have been 
granted, according to the provisions of the act, 
entitled “An act laying duties on licenses to dis- 


tillers of spirituous liquors,” and who shall have 
given bonds for the payment of the duties therein 
mentioned, shall, on or before the first day of Feb- 
ruary next, discontinue the use of any still or stills, 
for the use of which the said license shall have 
been granted, and shall give notice thereof to the 
collector of internal duties for the district in which 
the same shall be situate, such license shall there- 
upon cease to be in force, and such person shall 
be holden to pay the same duties, and the same 
proceedings shall be had upon the bonds aforesaid, 
as in ease the said license had been originally 
granted for the term during which it shall have 
been in force as aforesaid. 


Sec. 18. And be tt further enacted, That, in ad- 


dition to the licenses authorized and directed to 
be granted by the “Act laying duties on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors,” passed on the 
twenty-fourth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, there may and shall be 


ranted like licenses for a still or stills, and for a 
iler or boilers, for the term or period of one 


week, on payment, or securing of payment, of the 
ae duties, for each gallon of the capacity 
thereof. 


For a still or stills, employed in distilling spirits 


from domestic materials, five cents. 


For a boiler, or boilers, as defined in the said 


act, employed in distilling spirits from domestic 
materials, ten cents. 


One-half only of which rates of duty shall be 


paid for a still or stills, and boiler or boilers, em- 
ployed wholly in the distillation of roots. 


Which said duties shall be collected in the same 


manner, and subject to the same provisions, as 
the duties imposed by the said act. 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That a de- 


duction, at the rate of eight per centum per annum, 
shall be made from the duty payable for a license 
to distil spirituous liquors, on the payment thereof 
at the time of obtaining the same. 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted. That every 
person who may be the owner, agent, or superin- 
tendent, of one still only, whose capacity shall 
not exceed one hundred gallons, or of one boiler 
only, whose capacity shell aot exceed fifty gallons, 
and each of which shall be wholly employed in 
distilling spirits from domestic materials, shall 
have the option of complying with the foregoing 
provisions of this act, and of the “Act laying du- 
ties on licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors,” 
passed the twenty-fourth day of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen, or of paying, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, twenty-five 
cents for every gallon of spirits distilled in such 
still or boiler: Provided, That, to entitle such 
person to the benefits of the latter alternative, he 
shall deliver a written statement of his desire to 
the collector of the district in which such still or 
boiler may be situate, specifying the contents of 
the same, previously to the times of using such 
still or boiler in every year. And any person so 
accepting the latter alternative, who shall fail to 
comply with the condition on which the same is 
hereby allowed, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
five hundred dollars ; which said forfeiture shall 
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which would otherwise attach to such failure. 


shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in 


their sespective districts, and they are hereby au- 


thorized, to collect the duties imposed by this act, 
and to prosecute for the recovery of the same, 
and for the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act: And all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be 
incurred by force of this act, shall and may be 
sued for, and recovered, in the name of the United 
States, or of the collector within whose district 
any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, shall have 
been incurred, by bill, plaint, or information, one 


, moiety thereof to the use of the United States, 


ahd the other moiety thereof to the use of the 


person who, if a collector, shall first discover, if 


other than a collector, shall first inform, of the 
cause, matter, or thing, whereby any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been incurred ; 
and where the cause of action or complaint shall 
arise or accrue more than fifty miles distant from 
the nearest place by law established for the hold- 
ing of a district court, within the district in which 
the same shal! arise or accrue, such suit and re- 
covery may be had before any court of the State, 
holden within the said district, having jurisdic- 
tion in like cases, 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the 
collector shall furnish to each distiller within the 
collection district, an abstract of this act, and of 
the “Act laying duties on licenses to distillers of 
spirituous liquors,” and of such provisions of the 
“Act to amend the act, laying duties on licenses 
to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, and for other purposes,” as regards 
distillers; which abstract shall be prepared and 
furnished to the collectors. under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That to- 
wards establishing an adequate revenue, to pro- 
vide for the payment of the expenses of Govern- 
ment; for the punctual payment of the public 
debt, principal and interest, contracted and to be 
contracted, according to the terms of the contracts, 
respectively ; and for creating an adequate sink- 
ing fund, gradually to reduce, and eventually to 
extinguish, the public debt, contracted, and to be 
contracted ; the ratesand duties laid and imposed 
by this act, and the duties laid and imposed upon 
licenses to distillers, ia and by the said act, enti- 
tled “An act laying duties on licenses to distillers 
of spirituous liquors,” shall continue to be laid, 
levied, and collected, during the present war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, and 
until the purposes aforesaid shall be completely 
accomplished, anything in the said act of Con- 
gress to the contrary thereof in any wise not- 
withstanding. And, for the effectual applica- 
tion of the revenue to be raised by and from the 
said duties, to the purposes aforesaid, in due form 
of law, the faith of the United States is hereby 
pledged: Provided always, That whenever Con- 
gress shall deem it expedient to alter, reduce, or 
change, the said duties, or either of them, it shall 
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Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That it 











tin 
by law, at the same time, and for the same a 
poses, other duties, which shall be equally pro. 
ductive with the duties so altered, reduced, o; 
changed: And provided further, That nothine 
in this act contained shall be deemed or construed 
in any wise to rescind or impair any specific ap- 
propriation of the said duties, or either of them: 
but such appropriation shall remain and be car. 
ried into effect, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the law and laws making the same. 


anything in this act to the contrary thereof jn | 


» wise notwithstanding. 


ec, 24, And be it further enacted, That in fy. | 
ture it shall be lawful for the distiller or distiller; | 


of domestic spirits, and all persons from whose 
materials such spirits shall be distilled, to seli, 
without license, any quantity thereof not less than 
one gallon. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to ao- 
ticipate the collection aad receipt of the duties 
laid and imposed by this act. and by the said aci, 
entitled “An act laying duties on licenses to dis- 
tillers of spirituous liquors,” by obtaining a loan, 
upon the pledge of the said duties for the reim- 
bursement thereof, to an amount not exceeding 
six millions of dollars, and ata rate of interest 
not exceeding six per centum per annum. Ani 
any bank or banks, now incorporated, or which 
may hereafter be incorporated, under the author- 
ity of the United States, is and are hereby author- 
ized to make such loan: Provided always, and it 
is expressly declared, That the money so obtained 
upon loan, shall be applied to the purposes afore- 
said, to which the said duties, so to be pledged, 
are by this act applied and appropriated, and to 
no other purposes whatsoever. 

Approved, December 21, 1814, 





An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by duties on sales at auction, and on 
licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and for- 
eign merchandise, and for increasing the rates of 
postage. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the first 
day of February next, there shall be laid, levied, 
and collected, for the use of the United States, a 
sum of one hundred per centum upon, and in ad- 
dition to, the amount of the rates and duties re- 
spectively laid upon sales by way of auction, in 
and by the act of Congress, entitled “An act lay- 
ing duties on sales at auction of merchandise, and 
ships and vessels,” passed on the twenty-fourth 
day of July, in the year eighteen hundred and 
thirteen. And the said additional duty of one 
hundred per centum shall be levied, collected, 


paid, and accounted for, in like manner, by the | 


same officers, subject, in all respects, to the same 
regulations and provisions, and with the like fines, 
penalties, forfeitures, and remedies, from breaches 
of the law, as the said act of Congress, and the 
act to amend the said act, passed on the twenty- 
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fourth day of March, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fourteen, declare and establish for levy- 


4 ing, collecting, and pa ing, the original duties to 
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ich the said duty of one hundred per centum 
uke added Ti aseeahed. And it shall be the 
duty of ever auctioneer, who shall have given 
bond under the said acts, to give like bond under 
this act, subject to the same penalties prescribed 
in the said act, passed on the twenty-fourth day 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 
And all sales at auction of any part, or parcel, of 
any merchandise, with the design and effect to 
ascertain and fix a price for the whole, or for 
any other part, of such merchandise, without ex- 
posing the whole, or such other part, to public 


3 sale, shall be deemed and taken to be sales at auc- 


tion within the meaning of this act, and of the 
said act of Congress, to the whole amount of the 
merchandise whereof the sale is so effected, whe- 
ther the same is afterwards conducted and effected 
by the auctioneer, or by any person or persons 
acting asa commission merchant, factor, oragent, 
or by the owner and owners of the merchandise. 
And it shall be the duty of the auctioneers, re- 
spectively, to specify, in their quarterly accounts, 
upon oath or affirmation, all sales by them respect- 
ivély made of a part or parcel of any merchandise 
as aforesaid, with the design and effect aforesaid, 
for whom and to whom such sales, respectively, 
were made, and the amount of the commissions 
or other compensation to them, respectively, paid, 
or payable, by reason of such sales, as well with 
respect to the part or parcel of the merchandise 
actually exposed to sale, as with respeet to the 
whole, or any other part, of such merchandise, 
the sale whereof is designed and effected as afore- 
said. And the neglect or refusal so to do, shall 
be deemed to be a breach of the bond of the auc- 
tioneer, so neglecting and refusing, who shall, also, 
in that behalf, forfeit and pay such other penalties 
as the said act of Congress preseribes in case of 
the non-performance of any other duty required 
from auctioneers, to be performed in taking out 
licenses, giving bonds, and keeping and rendering 
accounts. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of February next, there 
shall be added to the rates of postage, as at pres- 
ent established by law, a sum equal to fifty per 
centum upon the amount of such rates, respect- 
ively, for the use of the United States. And the 
said additional sum of fifiy per centum shall be 
charged, collected, paid, and accounted for, in 
like manner, by the same officers, subject, in all 
respects, to the same regulations and provisions, 
and with the like fines, penalties, forfeitures, and 
remedies for breaches of the law, as are provided 
for charging, collecting, and paying, the original 
rates of postage to which the said sum of fifty 
per centum is hereby added and attached. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of February next, there 
shall be laid, levied, collected, and paid, for the 
use of the United States, a sum of fifty per cent. 
upon, and in addition to, the duties laid on licenses, 
granted in pursuance of the act of Congress, enti- 
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tled “An act laying duties on licenses to rciailers 
of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan- 
dise,” passed the second day of August, in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirteen. And the 
said additional sum of fifty per centum shall be 
charged, paid, collected, and accounted for, in 
like manner, by the same officers, subject, in all 
respects, to the same regulations and provisions, 
and with the same fines, penalties, forfeitures, 
and remedies, for breaches of the law, as in and 
by the said last mentioned act of Congress, and 
the act, entitled “An aet to amend the act laying 
duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise, and for other 
purposes,” passed on the eighteenth day of April, 
in the year eighteen hundred and fourteen, are 
provided for charging, paying, and collecting, the 
original duties on the said licenses, respectively, 
to which the said sum of fifty per centum is 
hereby added and attached. And in case any 
license for carrying on the business of selling by 
retail, shall have been granted under the said act 
“laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise,” for 
a period extending beyond the first day of Feb- 
ruary next, the person to whom the same may 
have been granted, or transferred, shall, previous 
to the first day of May thereafter, make the like 
application required therein, which shall further 
specify such period, and shall pay to the proper 
collector a sum equal to such proportion of ne 
per centum on the original duty imposed on suc 
icense, as said period bears toa year, the pay- 
ment of which sum shall be endorsed on the 
license previously granted. And if any person 
shall, after the last mentioned day, deal in the 
selling of wines, distilled spirituous liquors, or 
merchandise, by retail, as defined in the said act, 
without having made such payment, such person 
shall, in addition to the payment of the additional 
duty hereby imposed, forfeit and pay the sum of 
one hundred and fifty dollars, to be recovered 
with cost of suit: Provided, Thai ifany persona 
to whom a license shall have been granted, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the act, entitled “An 
act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise,” and 
who shall have paid for the same, or shall have 
given bond for the payment of the same, shall, 
on or before the commencement of the operation 
of this act, discontinue the use of the privileges 
by said license granted, and shall give due notuce 
thereof, to the colleetor of the internal revenues 
of the district in which such license shall have 
been granted, such license shali cease to be of 
force, and such person shall be holden to pay a 
sum proportionate to the time which shall have 
run from the time of granting said license to the 
first day of February next. And in case of ac- 
tual payment fora term subsequent to the last 
mentioned day, shall be entitled to receive back, 
from the Treasury of the United States, such 
sum so paid for such subsequent time, from the 
day last mentioned. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
act of Congress, entitled “An act making further 
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provision for the collection of internal duties, and 
for the appointment and cormpensation of assess- 
ors,” passed on the second day of August, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
shall be and remain in force, and shall, in all its 
provisions, be applied for the purpose of laying, 
collecting, and securing, the duties by this act 
added or imposed, except as regards the rates of 
postage. as well with respect to the persons re- 
spectively liable to the payment thereof, as with 
respect to the officers employed in collecting and 
accounting for the same. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That, to- 
wards establishing an adequate revenue to pro- 
vide for the payment of the expenses of Govern- 
ment, for the punctual payment of the public 
debt, principal and interest, contracted and to be 
contracted, according to the terms of the con- 
tracts, respectively, and for creating an adequate 
sinking fund, gradually to reduce, and eventually 
to extinguish, the public debt, contracted and to 
be contracted; the internal rates and duties add- 
ed, laid, and imposed by this act, and the internal 
rates and duties laid and imposed by the said 
several acts of Congress, entitled, respectively, 
“An act laying duties on sales at auction of mer- 
chandise, and ships and vessels;” “An act regu- 
lating the Post Office Establishment ;” and “An 
act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 


ee liquors, and foreign merchandise ;” | be 
s 


all continue to be laid, levied, and collected, 
during the present war between the United States 
and Great Britain, and until the purposes afore- 
said shall be completely accomplished, anything 
in the said acts of Congress to the contrary there- 
of, in anywise, notwithstanding. And for the 
effectual application of the revenue, to be raised 
by and from the said internal duties, to the pur- 
poses aforesaid, in due form of law, the faith of 
the United States is hereby pledged: Provided 
always, That whenever Congress shall deem it 
expedient to alter, reduce, or change, the said in- 
ternal duties, or any or either of them, it shall be 
lawful so to do, upon providing and substituting, 
by law, at the same time, and for the same pur- 
, other duties which shall be equally pro- 
uctive with the duties so altered, reduced, or 
changed: And provided further, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be deemed or construed 
in anywise to rescind or impair any specific ap- 
propriation of the said duties, or any or either of 
them, heretofore made by law; but such appro- 
priation shall remain and be carried into effect, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the 
law and laws making the same, anything in this 
act to the contrary thereof, in any wise, notwith- 
standing. 
Approved, December 23, 1814. 





An Act supplemental to the acts authorizing a loan 
for the several sums of twenty-five millions of dol- 
lars and three millions of dollars. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 


Treasury be and he is hereby authorized, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 


States, to cause Treasury notes to be prepared 
signed, and issued, for and in lieu of so much of 
the sum authorized to be borrowed on the credit 
of the United States, by the act of Congress, en- 
titled “An act to authorize a loan for a sum not 
exceeding twenty-five millions of dollars,” passeq 
on the twenty-fourth day of March, in the year 
one thousand — hundred and fourteen, and 
also for and in lieu of so much of the sum au- 
thorized to be borrowed on the credit of the Uni- 
ted States, by the act of Congress, entitled “Ap 
act authorizing a loan for the sum of three mi)- 
lions of dollars,” passed on the fifteenth day of 
November, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, as has not been borrowed, or 
otherwise employed in the issue of Treasury 
notes, according to law: Provided always, That 
the whole amount of Treasury notes issued by 
virtue of this act, for and in lieu of the residue 
of the said two sums as aforesaid, shall not ex- 
ceed the sum of seven millions five hundred 
thousand dollars: aad further, that the Treasury 
notes so issued shall be applied to the same uses 
to which the said two loans, authorized as afore- 
said, were, respectively, by law made a plicable. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to cause Treasury notes to 
pared, signed, and issued, for a further sum 
of three millions of dollars, to defray the expenses 
of the War Department, for the year one thou- 
sand eight huadred and fourteen, in addition to 
the sums heretofore appropriated by law for 
those purposes, respectively. 

Sie, 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasury notes to be issued by virtue of this act 
shall be prepared, signed, and issued, in the like 
form and manner, shall be reimbarsable at the 
same places, and in the like periods, shall bear the 
same rate of interest ; shall, in the like maoner, 
be transferrable, and shall be equally receivable 
in payments to the United States for duties, 
taxes, and sales of public lands, as the Treasury 
notes issued by virtue of the act of Congress, en- 
titled “An act to authorize the issuing of Treas- 
ury notes for the service of the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen,” passed on the 
fourth day of March, in the year aforesaid. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States, shall 
have the like powers, in all respects, to prepare, 
issue, sell, pay, and distribute, the Treasury notes 
authorized to be issued by this act, or to borrow 
money on the pledge thereof, and to eer and 
pay an agent or agents for the purpose of making 
sale thereof, as were vested in him by the said 
last mentioned act of Congress, in relation to the 
Treasury notes therein and thereby authorized to 
be issued; and the forms and course of proceed- 
ing, in all respects, for paying, receiving, and 
accounting for, the Treasury notes issued by vit- 
tue of this act, shall be similar to those prescribed 
in and, by the said last mentioned act of Congress 
in relation to the Treasury notes therein and 
thereby authorized to be issued. 
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Sec. 4. And. be it further enacted, That a 
sum equal to the whole amount of the Treasury 
notes issued by virtue of this act, to be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, shall be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated for the payment and reimbursement 
of the principal and interest of such Treasury 
notes, according to contract; and the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged to provide ade- 
quate funds for any deficiency in the appropria- 
tion hereby made. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
of forty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury, not otherwise appro- 

riated, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
or defraying the expense of preparing, printing, 
engraving, and signing, the said Treasury notes ; 
the expense of employing agents to make sale 
thereof ; and all other expenses incident to issu- 
ing the Treasury notes, as authorized by this act. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That, if any 

rson shall, with intent to injure or defraud the 

nited States, or any person or corporation, falsely 
make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to 
be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, or will- 
ingly aid or assist in falsely making, forging, or 
counterfeiting, ane pes in imitation of, or pur- 
porting to be, a Treasury note, or shall falsely 
alter, or cause or procure to be falsely altered, or 
wilfully aid or assist in falsely altering, any 
Treasury note, issued by virtue of this act, or 
shall pass, utter or publish, or attempt to pass, 
utter, or publish, as true, any false, forged, or 
counterfeited note, purporting to be a Treasury 
note as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely 
made, forged, or counterfeited ; or shall pass, utter, 
or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, or publish, 
as true, any falsely altered Treasury note, issued 
as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely 
altered; every such person shall be deemed and 
adjudged guilty of felony, and being thereof con- 
victed by due course of law, shall be sentenced 
to be imprisoned for a period not less than three 
years, nor more than ten years, or imprisoned and 
kept to hard labor for a period not less than three 
years, nor more than ten years, and, in either 
case, be fined in a sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars. 

Approved, December 26, 1814. 








An Act giving further time to locate certain claims to 
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Indiana Territory and State of Ohio,” and in con- 
formity to the provisions of that act; and shall 
be entitled to receive their certificates and patents 
in the manner provided by the first mentioned 
act: Provided, That such locations shall be made 
prior to the first day of July next. 


Approved, December 26, 1814. 





An Act to provide for leasing certain lands reserved for 
the support of schools in the Mississippi Territory. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the county court in 
each comnts in the Mississippi Territory shall be 
and is hereby authorized to appoint a number of 
agents, not exceeding five, who shall have power 
to let out, on lease, for the purpose of improving 
the same, the sections of land reserved by Con- 
gress for the support of schools, lying within the 
county for which the agents respectively are 
appointed, or to let them out at an annual rent, 
as they shall judge proper. And it shall be the 
duty of the said agents, under the direction of the 
county courts ao to apply with impar- 
tiality the proceeds arising from the rents of each 
section as aforesaid to the purposes of education, 
and to no other use whatsoever, within the par- 
ticular township of six miles square, or fractional 
township, wherein such section is situated, in such 
manner that all the citizens residing therein may 
partake of the benefit thereof, according to the 
true intent of the reservation made by Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
purpose of forming the aforesaid sections into 
convenient forms, the said agents shall have power 
to lay off the same into lots of not less than one 
hundred and six acres, nor more than three hun- 
dred and twenty acres, except in case of fractional 
sections; and in every case, whether of leases for 
the improvement of the lots, or for an annual 
rent, the lessee shall be bound, in a suitable pen- 
alty, not to commit waste on the premises by 
destroying of timber or removing stone, or any 
other injury to*the lands whatever. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
agents shall have full power within their respec- 
tive counties, when and so often as they think 
proper, by legal process, to remove any person or 
persons from the possession of any of the afore- 
said reserved sections, when such person or per- 
sons have not taken a lease, and refuse or neglect 
to take the same. And it shall, moreover, be the 


lands confirmed by an act of Congress, entitled “An | duty of the said agents to inspect and inquire into 


act confirming certain claims to lands in the District 
of Vincennes.” 


Be it enacted, 4c., That the several persons 
whose claims were confirmed by the act of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act confirming certain claims 
to lands in the district of Vincennes.” approved 
the thirteenth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, and which have not been 
located, are hereby authorized to enter their loca- 
tions with the register of the land office at Vin- 
cennes, on any part of the tract set apart for that 
purpose in said district, by virtue of an act, enti- 
tled “An act respecting claims to lands in the 

13th Con. 3d Sess.—52 


any waste or trespass committed on any of the 
reserved sections aforesaid, by cutting and carry- 
ing off timber or stone, or any other Tiluage that 
may be done to the same, whether by persons 
residing thereon or others. And the said agents 
are hereby authorized, when waste or trespass 
shall be committed, to proceed against the person 
or persons committing the same, according to the 
laws in such case made and provided; and ac- 
tions in the cases aforesaid shall be sustained b 

the agents, and the damages recovered shall be 
one-half to the use of such agents, and the other 
half to be applied to the same purpose as the pro- 
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ceeds of rents from the land on which the damage 
was sustained. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, for each 
lease executed by the agents, Bey shall be enti- 
tled to receive the sum of two dollars, to be paid 
by the lessees, respectively. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
lease which may be granted in virtue of this act 
shall be limited to the period of the termination 
of the Territorial form of government in the said 
Territory, and shall cease to have any foree or 
effect after the first day of January next succeed- 
ing the establishment of a State government 
therein: Provided, That outstanding rents may 
be collected, and damages for waste or trespass 
may be recovered, in the same manner as if the 
leases continued in full force. 

Approved, January 9, 1815. 





An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Uni- 
ted States, and to provide for assessing and collect- 
ing the same. 

Be it enacted, §c., That a direct tax of six mil- 
Lions of dollars be and is hereby annually laid upon 
the United States; and the same shall be aad is 
hereby apportioned to the States, respectively, in 
manner following: 

To the State of New Hampshire, one hundred 
and ninety-three thousand five hundredand eighty- 
six dollars and seventy-four cents. 

To the State of Massachu-etts, six hundred and 
thirty two thousand five hundred and forty-one 
dollars and ninety-six cents. 

To the State of Rhode Island, sixty-nine thou- 
sand four huadred and four dollars and thirty-six 
cents. 

To the State of Connecticut, two hundred and 
thirty-six thousand three hundred and forty-five 
dollars and forty-two cents. 

To the State of Vermont, one hundred and 
ninety six thousand six hundred and eighty-seven 
dollars and forty-two cents. 

To the State of New York, eight hundred and 
sixty thousand two hundred and eighty-three dol- 
lars and twenty-four cents. 

To the State of New Jersey, two hundred and 
seventeen thousand seven hundred and forty-three 
dollars and sixty-six cents. 

To the State of Pennsylvania, seven hundred 
and thirty thousand nine hundred and fifty-eight 
dollars and thirty-two cents. 

To the State of Delaware, sixty-four thousand 
ninety-two dollars and fifty cents. 

To the State of Maryland, three hundred and 
three thousand two hundred and forty-seven dol- 
lars and eighty-eight ceats. 

To the State of Virginia, seven hundred and 
thirty-eight thousand thirty-six dollars and eighty- 
eight cents. 

To the State of Kentucky, three hundred and 
thirty-seven thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven dollars and fifty-two cents. 

To the State of Ohio, two hundred and eight 


—— 


thousand three hundred dollars and twenty-eight 
cents. 

To the State of North Carolina, four hundreg 
and forty thousand four hundred and seventy-six 
dollars and fifty-six cents. 

To the State of Tennessee, two hundred and 
twenty thousand, one hundred and seventy-three 
dollars and ten cents. 

To the State of South Carolina, three hundred 
and three thousand eight hundred and ten dollars 
and ninety six cents. 

Tothe State of Georgia, one hundred and eighty- 
nine thousand eight hundred and seventy-two 
dollars and ninety-eight cents. And, 

To the State of Louisiana, fifty-six thousand 
five hundred and ninety dollars and twenty-two 
cents. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the passage of this act, the act of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act for the assessment and 
collection of direct taxes and internal duties,” 
passed on the twenty-second day of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be and the 
same is hereby repealed, except so far as the same 
respects thecollection districts therein and thereby 
established and defined, so far as the same respects 
internal duties, and so far as the same respects 
the appointment and qualifications of the collect- 
ors and principal assessors therein and thereby 
authorized and required; in all which respects, 
so excepted, as aforesaid, the said act shall be and 
continue in force for the purposes of this act: 
Provided always, That, for making and complet- 
ing the assessment and collection of the direct tax 
laid by virtue of the act of Congress, entitled “An 
act to lay and collect a direct tax within the Uni- 
ted States,” passed on the second day of August 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, tbe said 
first-mentioned act of Congress shall be and con- 
tinue in full foree, anything in this act to the 
contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the principal assessors heretofore appointed, or 
hereafter appointed, shall divide his district into 
a convenient number of districts, within each of 
which he shall appoint one respectable freehoider 
to be assistant assessor: Provided, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall be and is hereby 
authorized to reduce the number of assessment 
districts, in any collection district, in any Siate, 
if the number shall appear to him to be too great. 
And the principal assessors, respeetively, and each 
assistant assessor, so appointed and accepting the 
appointment, shall, before he enters on the duty 
of his appointment under this act, take and sub- 
scribe before some competent magistrate, or some 
collector of the direct tax and internal duties, 
(who is hereby empowered to administer the 
same.) the following oath or affirmation, to wit: 
ei. , do swear (or affirm, as the case may be) 
that I will, to the best of my knowledge, skill, and 
judgment, diligently and faithfully execute the 
office and duties of principal assessor (or assistant 
assessor, as the case may be) for (naming the dis- 
trict,) without favor or partiality ; and that I will 
do equal right and justice in every case in which I 
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shall act as principal assessor (or assistant asses- 
sor,as the case may be.”) Anda certificate of 
such oath or affirmation shall be delivered to the 
collector of the district for which such assessor 
shall be appointed ; and every principal or assist- 
ant assessor acting in the said office, without 
having taken the said oath or affirmation, shall 
forfeit and pay one hundred dollars—one moiety 
to the use of the United States, and the other to 
him who shall first sue for the same—to be recov- 
ered, with costs of suit, in any court having com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall establish reg- 
ulations suitable and necessary for carrying this 
act into effect; which regulations shall be bind- 
ing on each principal assessor and his assistants, 
io the performance of the duties enjoined by or 
under this act; and shall also frame instructions 
for the said principal assessors and their assistants; 
pursuant to which instructions the said priacipal 
assessors shall, on the first day of February next, 
direct and cause the several assistant assesors in 
the district to inquire after and concerning all 
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herein contained shall be construed to exempt 
from enumeration and valuation, and the pay- 
ment of the direct tax, any public lands which 
heretofore have been, or hereafter may be, sold 
in the States of Ohio and Louisiana, under any 
law of the United States, the compact between 
the United States and the said States to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Seo. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
respective assistant assessors shall, immediately 
after being required, as aforesaid, by the principal 
assessors, proceed through every part of their 
respective districts, and shall require all persons 
owning, possessing, or having the care or man- 
agement of, any lands, lots of ground, dwelting- 
houses, or slaves, lying and being within the Gok 
lection district where they reside, and liable toa 
direct tax as aforesaid, to deliver written lists of 
the same, which lists shall be made in such man- 
ner as may be directed by the principal assessor, 
and, as far as practicable, conformably to those 
whieh may be required for the same purpose 
under the authority of the respective States: 
Provided always, nevertheless, and it is hereby 


lands, lots of ground, with their improvements, | further enacted and declared, That the valua- 


dwelling-houses, and slaves, made liable to taxa- 
tion under this act, by reference as well to any 
lists of assessment or collection taken under the 
laws of the respective States, as to any other re- 
cords or documents, and by all other ways and 
means, and to value and enumerate the said ob- 
jects of taxation, in the manner prescribed by this 
act, and in conformity with the regulations and 
instructions above-mentioned. And it shall be 
further lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury 
to direct all errors committed in the assessment, 
valuation, and tax lists, or in the collection there- 
of, heretofore or hereafter made in the valua- 
tion, assessmeovt, and tax lists, of the direct tax, 
laid by virtue of the said act of Congress, enti- 
tled “An act to lay and collect a direct tax within 
the United States,” and also, all such errors as 
may, from time to time, be committed in the as- 
sessment, valuation, and tax lists, or in the col- 
lection thereof, as may hereafter be made in 
the assessment of the direct tax by this act 
laid, to be corrected, in such form, and upon such 
evidence, as the said Secretary shall prescribe 
and approve. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
said direct tax, laid by this act, shall be assess- 
ed and laid on the value of all lands and lots 
of ground, with their improvements, dwelling- 
houses, and slaves; which several articles, sub- 
ject to taxation, shall be enumerated and valued 
by the respective assessors at the rate each of 
them is worth in money: Provided, however, 
That all property, of whatever kind, coming 
within any of the foregoing descriptions, and be- 
longing to the United States, or any State, or 
permanently or specially exempted from taxation 
by the laws of the State wherein the same may 
be situated, existing at the time of the passage 
of this act, shall be exempted from the aforesaid 
enumeration and valuation, and from the direct 
tax aforesaid: And provided, also, That nothing 


ations and assessments heretofore made and com- 
pleted, or to be made and completed, by virtue 
of the said act of Congress, entitled “An act for 
the assessment and collection of direct taxes and 
internal duties,” and the said act of Congress, 
entitled “An act to lay and collect a direct tax 
within the United States,” in relation to the sev- 
eral States wherein the same has been assessed 
or is assessing, shall be and remain the valuations 
and assessments for the said States, respectively 
subject only to the revision, equalization, and 
apportionment, among the several counties and 
State districts, by the board of principal assessors 
hereinafter constituted, to be made as is hereinafter 
directed, for the purpose of levying and collecting 
annually the direct tax by this act laid, in the man- 
ner hereinafter provided, until provision shall be 
made by law for altering, modifying, or abolish- 
ing, the same. And the principal assessors, in 
the said several States wherein a direct tax has 
heretofore been assessed as aforesaid, shall, at the 
time and times herein and hereby prescribed 
for making the valuation and assessment in the 
States wherein a direct tax has not heretofore 
been assessed, (in consequence of the legislative 
assumption of the quotas of the direct tax by such 
States, respectively,) proceed to revise, and shall 
revise, their several and respective valuations, 
assessments, and tax lists, correcting therein all 
errors, and supplying all omissiotis, which have 
been or shall be therein discovered and ascer- 
tained. And in making the said revisal as afore- 
said, it shall be the duty of the said principal 
assessors to inquire and ascertain what transfers 
and changes of property in lands, lots of ground, 
dwelling-houses, and slaves, have been made and 
effected, since the time of the original valuation 
and assessment aforesaid ; and also what changes 
of residents and non-residents have occurred; and 
also what slaves have been born, or have died, 
or have runaway, or become otherwise useless ; 
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and also what houses, or other improvements of| Sec, 9. And be it further enacted, That, in 
real estate, have been burned or otherwise de- |,case any person shall be absent from his place of 
stroyed ; and thereupon to make such changes, | residence at the time an assessor shall call to re- 
additions, or reductions, in the said valuations | ceive the list of such person, it shall be the dut 
and assessments, respectively, as truth and justice | of such assessor to leave, at the house or place of 
shall require. And, for the purpose of making | residence of such person, a written note or mem- 
the said revisal as aforesaid, of the said valua- | orandum, reqviring him to present to such as- 
tions, assessments, and tax lists, the principal | sessor the list or lists required by this act, within 
assessors shall take and pursue all lawful mea-| ten days from the date of such note or memo- 
sures, by the examination of records, by the in- | randum. 

formation of the parties in writing, or by any| Sec. 10, And be tt further enacted, That if any 
other satisfactory evidence or proof. And, in| person, on being notified or required as aforesaid, 
case of any alteration made upon such revisal, | shall refuse or neglect to give such list or lists as 
affecting the property or interests of any person, | aforesaid, within the time required by this act, 
so as to charge such person with any greater | it shall be the duty of the assessor for the assess- 
amount of tax, or to transfer the charge of the | ment district within which such person shall re- 
tax from one person to another person, there shall | side, and he is hereby authorized and required, 
be the like proceedings as is herein provided in | to enter into and upon the lands, dwelling-houses, 
the case of appeals upon an original assessment. | and premises, if it be necessary, of such persons 
And the prionee! assessors, after hearing such | so refusing or neglecting, and to make, according 
appeals, shall yreect to make out and to deliver | to the best information which he can obtain, and 
revised lists of their valuations and assessments, | on his own view and information, such lists of the 


respectively, to the board of principal assessors, | lands and lots of ground, with their improvements, 
to be constituted as is hereinafter mentioned. | dwelling-houses, and slaves, owned or possessed, 
And thereupon, the said board of principal assess- | or under the care or management of such person, 
ors shall proceed in the like manner as is here- | as are required by this act; which lists, so made 
inafter provided in the case of an original assess- | and subscribed by such assessor, shall be taken 
ment, submitted to the said board of principal | aod reputed as good and sufficient lists of the 
assessors, for the purpose of an equalization and | persons and property for which such person is to 
apportionment of the direct tax by this act laid | be taxed for the purposes of this act: and the per- 
to and among the counties and State districts of | son so failing or neglecting, unless in case of 
the States, respectively. sickness or absence from home, shall, moreover, 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any | forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, 
person owning, possessing, or having the care or | to be recovered, for the use of the United States, 
management of, property liable to a direct tax, as | with costs of suit, in any court having competent 
aforesaid, shall not be prepared to exhibit a writ- | jurisdiction. 
ten list when required as aforesaid, andsha!l con-| Sec.11. And be it further enacted, That when- 
sent to disclose the particulars of any and all | ever there shall be, in any assessment district, any 
the land and lots of ground, with their improve-| property, lands, and lots of ground, dwelling-houses 
ments, dwelling-houses, and slaves, taxable as| or slaves, not owned or possessed by, or under the 
aforesaid, then and in that case it shall be the | care or management of, any person or persons 
duty of the officer to make such list, which, be- | within such district, and liable to be taxed as afore- 
ing distinctly read and consented to, shall be re- | said,and no listof which shall be transmitted to the 
ceived as the list of such person. principal assessor in the manner provided by this 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any | «ct, it shall be the duty of the assessor for such 
such person shall deliver or disclose to any as- | district, and he is hereby authorized and required, 
sessor appointed in pursuance of this act, and re-| to enter into and upon the real estate, if it be 
uiring a list or lists, as aforesaid, any false or | necessary, and take such view thereof, and of 
raudulent list, with intent to defeat or evade the | the slaves, of which lists are required, and to 
valuation or enumeration hereby intended to be | make lists of the same, according to the form pre- 
made, such person so offending, and being thereof | scribed by this act; which lists, being subscribed 
convicted, before any court having competent | by the said assessor, shall be taken and reputed 
jurisdiction, shall be fined in a sum not exceed- | as good and sufficient lists of such property, un- 
ing five hundred dollars, at the discretion of the | der and for ine pexpores of this act. 
court, and shall pay ali costs and charges of pros- | Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
ecution; and the valuation and enumeration re- | OWners, possessors, or persons, having the care or 
quired by this act, shall, inall such cases, be made | Management of lands, lots of ground, dwelling- 
as aforesaid, upon listsaccording to the form above | houses, and slaves, not lying or being within the 
described, to be made out by the assessors, respect- | assessment district in which they reside, shall be 
ively, which lists the said assessors are hereby | permitted to make out and deliver the list thereof 
authorized and required to make, according to | required by this act, provided the assessment dis- 
the best information they can obtain; and for | trict in which the said objects of taxation lie, or 
the purpose of making which they are hereby | be, is therein distinctly stated, at the time and in 
authorized to enter into and upon al end singular | the manner prescribed, to the assessor of the as- 
the premises, respectively, and from the valuation | sesment district wherein such persons reside. 
and enumeration so made there shall be no appeal. | And it shall be the duty of the assistant assessors, 
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in all such cases, to transmit such lists, at the 
time and in the manner prescribed for the trans- 
mission of the lists of the objects of taxation ly- 
ing and being within their respective assessment 
districts, to the principal assessor of their collec- 
tion district, whose duty it shall be to transmit 
them to the principal assessor of the collection 
district wherein the said objects of taxation shall 
lie or be, immediately after the receipt thereof, 
and the said lists shall be valid and sufficient for 
the purposes of this act; and on the delivery of 
every such list, the person making and delivering 
the same shall pay to the assistant assessor one 
dollar; one-half whereof he shall retain to his own 
use, and the other half thereof he shall pay over 
to the principal assessor of the district, for the use 
of such principal assessor. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
lists aforesaid shall be taken with reference to the 
day fixed for that purpose by this act as aforesaid ; 
and the assistant assessors, respectively, after col- 
lecting the said lists, shall proceed to arrange the 
same, and to make two general lists; the first of 
which shall exhibit, in alphabetical order, the 
names of all persons liable to pay a tax under this 
act, residing within the assessment district, to- 

ether with the value and assessment of the ob- 
jects liable to taxation within such district, for 
which each such person is liable, and, whenever 
so required by the principal assessor, the amount 
of direct tax payable by each person, on such ob- 
jects, under the State laws imposing direct taxes ; 
and the second list shall exhibit, in alphabetical 
order, the names of all persons residing out of the 
collection district, owners of property within the 
district, together with the value and assessment 
thereof, or the amount of direct tax due thereon, 
as aforesaid. The forms of the said general lists 
shall be devised and prescribed by the principal 
assessor; and lists taken according to such form 
shall be made out by the assistant assessors, and 
delivered to the principal assessor, within sixt 
days after the day fixed by this act, as aforesaid, 
requiring lists from individuals. And if any as- 
sistant assessor shall fail to perform any duty as- 
signed by this act, within the time prescribed by 
his precept, warrant, or other legal instructions, 
not being prevented therefrom by sickness, or 
Other unavoidable accident, every such assessor 
shall be discharged from office; and shall, more- 
over, forfeit and pay two hundred dollars, to be 
recovered, for the use of the United States, in 
any court having competent jurisdiction, with 
cost of suit. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, im- 
mediately after the valuations and enumerations 
shall have been oe as aforesaid, the prin- 
cipal assessor in each collection district shall, by 
advertisement in some public newspaper, if any 
there be in such district, and by written notifica- 
tions, to be publicly posted up, in at least four of 
the most public places, in each assessment dis- 
trict, advertise all persons concerned, of the place 
where the said lists, valuations, and enumerations 
may be seen and examined; and that, during 
twenty-five days after the publication of the noti- 
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fications as aforesaid, appeals will be received and 
determined by him, relative to any erroneous or 
excessive valuations or enumerations by the as- 
sessor. And it shall be the duty of the principal 
assessor in each collection district, during twenty- 
five days after the date of publication, to be made 
as aforesaid, to submit the proceedings of the as- 
sessors, and the lists by them received, or taken 
as aforesaid, to the inspection of any and all per- 
sons who shall apply for that purpose; and the 
said principal assessors are hereby authorized to 
receive, hear, and determine, in a summary way, 
according to law and right, upon any and all ap- 
peals which may be exhibited against the pro- 
ceedings of the said assessors: Provided, al » 
That it shall be the duty of said principal asses- 
sors to advertise and attend two successive days 
of the said twenty-five, at the court-house of each 
county within his assessment district, there to 
receive and determine upon the appeals aforesaid : 
And provided, always, That the question to be 
determined by the principal assessor, on an appeal 
respecting the valuation of property, shall be, 
whether the valuation complained of be, or be 
not, in a just relation or proportion to other valu- 
ations in the same assessment district. And all 
appeals to the principal assessors, as aforesaid, 
shall be made in writing, and shall specify the par- 
ticular cause, matter, or thing, respecting which a 
decision is requested, and shall, moreover, state 
the ground or principle of inequality or error 
complained of. And the principal assessor shall 
have power to re-examine and equalize the valu- 
ations, as shall appear just and equitable; but no 
valuation shall be increased, without a previous 
notice of at least five days to the party interested, 
to appear and object to the same, if he judge 
proper; which notice shall be given by a note in 
writing, to be left at the dwelling-house of the 
party, by such assessor as the principal assessor 
shall designate for that purpose. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever a county or State district shall contain more 
than one assessment district, the principal assessor 
shall have power, on examination of the lists ren- 
dered by the assistant assessors, according to the 
provisions of this act, to revise, adjust, and equal- 
ize the valuation of lands and lots of ground, with 
their improvements, dwelling-houses, and slaves, 
between such assessment districts, by deducting 
from, or adding to, either, such a rate per centum 
as shall appear just and equitable. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the 
principal assessor shall, immediately after the ex- 
piration of the time for hearing and deciding ap- 
peals, make out correct lists of the valuation and 
enumeration in each assessment district, and de- 
liver the same to the board of principal assessors 
hereinafter constituted, in and for the States, re- 
spectively. And it shall be the duty of the prin- 
cipal assessors, in each State, to convene, in 
general meeting, at such time and place as shall 
be appointed and directed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. And the said principal assessors, or a 
majority of them, so convened, shall constitute, 
and they are hereby constituted, a board of prin- 
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cipal assessors for the purposes of this act, and 
shall make and establish such rules and regula- 
tions as to them shall appear necessary for carry- 
ing such purposes into effect, not being inconsistent 
with this act, or the laws of the United States. 
Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the 
said board of principal assessors, convened and 
organized as aforesaid, shall and may appoint a 
suitable person or persons, to be their clerk or 
clerks, who shall hold his or their office, or offices, 
at the pleasure of the said board of principal as- 
sessors, and whose — it shall be to receive, 
record, and preserve all tax lists, returns, and 
other documents, delivered and made to the said 
board of principal assessors, and who shall take 
an oath or affirmation, (if conscientiously seru- 
ulous of taking an oath,) faithfully to discharge 
fis or their trust; and in default of taking such 
oath or affirmation, previous to entering on the 
duties of such appointment, or on failure to per- 
form any part of the duties enjoined on him or 
them, respectively, by this act, he or they shall, 
respectively, forfeit and pay the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars, for the use of the United States, to 
be recovered in any court having competent ju- 
risdiction, and shall also be removed from office. 
Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the said clerks to record the 
proceedings of the said board of principal asses- 
sors, and to enter on the record the names of such 
of the principal assessors as shall attend any gen- 
eral meeting of the board of principal assessors 
for the purposes of this act. And if any principal 
assessor shall fail to attend such general meeting, 
his absence shall be noted on the said record. and 
he shall, for every day he may be absent there- 
from, forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, for 
the use of the United States. And if any prin- 
Gipal assessor shall fail or neglect to furnish the 
said board of principal assessors, with the lists of 
valuation and enumeration of each assessment 
district within his collection district, within three 
days after the time appointed, as aforesaid, for 
such general ween | of the said board of prinei- 
1 assessors, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
ve hundred dollars, for the use of the United 
States, and moreover shall forfeit his compensa- 
tion as principal assessor. And it shall be the 
duty of the clerks of the said board of principal 
assessors to certify, to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, an extract of the minutes of the board, 
showing such failures or neglect, which shall be 
sufficient evidence of the forfeiture of such com- 
pensation. to ali intents and purposes: Provided, 
, That it shall be in the power of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to exonerate such principal 
assessor or assessors hoth the forfeiture of the said 
compensation, in whole or in part, as to him shall 
appear just and equitable. 
ec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if the 
said board of principal assessors shall not, within 
three days after the first meeting thereof, as afore- 
said, be furnished with ali the lists of valuation 
of the several counties and State districts of any 
State or States, they shall, nevertheless, proceed 
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by this act directed, and they shall assign to such 
counties and State districts, the valuation lists of 
which shall not have been furnished, such valua- 
tion as they shall deem just and right; and the 
valuation thus made to such counties and State 
districts, by the boerd of principal assessors, sha}| 
be final, and the proper quota of direct tax shall 
be, and is hereby declared to be, imposed thereon 
accordingly. 

Sec. 20. And be wi further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the said board of principal 
assessors, diligently and carefully to consider and 
examine the said lists of valuation, as well in re- 
lation to the States which have been heretofore 
assessed, as in relation to the States which have 
not been heretofore assessed, for the direct tax for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, and they shall have power to revise, adjust, 
and equalize the valuation of property in any 
county or State district, by adding thereto, or de- 
ducting therefrom, such a rate per centum as 
shall render the valuation of the several counties 
and State districts just and equitable: Provided, 
The relative valuation of property in the same 
county shall not be changed, unless manifest error 
or imperfection shall appear in any of the lists of 
valuation, in which case the said board of princi- 
pal assessors shall have power to correct the same, 
as to them shall appear just andright. And if, in 
consequence of any revisal, change, and alteration 
of the said valuation, any inequality shall be pro- 
duced in the apportionment of the said direct tax 
to the several Biates, as aforesaid, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to report 
the same to Congress, to the intent that provision 
may be made by law for rectifying such ine- 
quality. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, as 
soon as the said board of principal assessors shall 
have completed the adjustment and equalization 
of the valuation aforesaid, they shall proceed to 
apportion to each county and State district its 
proper quota of direct tax, and they shall lay the 
same upon all the subjects of direct taxation 
herein prescribed, within their respective counties 
and State districts, according to the provisions of 
this act, so as to raise upon each county or State 
distriet, a quota of taxes bearing the same proper- 
tion to the whoie direct tax imposed on the Siate, 
as the valuation of such county or State district 
bears to the valuation of the State. And the said 
board of principal assessors shall, within twenty 
days after the time appointed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury for their ‘irst meeting, complete the 
said apportionment, and shall record the same; 
they shall thereupon further deliver to each prin- 
cipal assessor a certificate of such apportionment, 
together with the general lists by the principal 
assessors respectively presented to the board as 
aforesaid, and transmit to the Seeretary of the 
Treasury a certificate of the apportionment by 
them made as aforesaid; and the principal asses- 
sors, respectively, shall thereupon proceed to re- 
vise their respective lists, and alter and make the 
same in all respects conformable to the appor- 


to make out the equalization and apportionment | tionment aforesaid by the said beard of principal 
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assessors; and the said principal assessors, re- 
spectively. shall make out lists containing the 
sums payable, according to the provisions of this 
act, upon every object of taxation in and for each 
collection district; which lists shall contain the 
name of each person residing within the said dis- 
trict, owning, or having the care or superintend- 
ence of, property lying within the said district, 
which is liable to the said tax, when such person 
or persons are known, together with the sums 
payable by each; and where there is any prop- 
erty within any collection district, liable to the 
yment of the said tax, not owned or occupied 
by or under the superintendence of any person 
resident therein, there shall be a separate list of 
such property, specifying the sum payable, and 
the names of the respective proprietors, where 
known. And the said principal assessors shall 
furnish, to the collector of the several collcetion 
districts respectively, within thirty-five days after 
the apportionment is completed as aforesaid, a 
certified copy of such list or lists for their proper 
collection districts. And in default of perform- 
ance of the duties enjoined on the board of asses- 
sors and principal assessors, respectively, by this 
section, they shall, severally and individually, 
forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars, to 
the use of the United States, to be recovered in 
any court having competent jurisdiction: And it 
is hereby enacted and declared, That the valua- 
tion, assessment, equalization, and apportionment, 
made by the said board of principal assessors, as 
aforesaid, shall be and remain in full foree and 
operation for laying, levying, and collecting, 
yearly and every year, the annual direct tax by 
this act laid and imposed, until altered, modified, 
or abolished by law. 
Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That each 
collector, on receiving a list as aforesaid, from the 
said principal assessors, respectively, shall sub- 
scribe three receipts, one of which shall be given 
on a full and correct copy of such list, which list 
shall be delivered by him to, and shall remain 
with, the principal assessor of his collection dis- 
trict, and shall be Open to the inspection of any 
person who may apply to inspect the same, and 
the other two receipts shall be given on aggre- 
gate statements of the lists aforesaid, exhibiting 
the gross amount of taxes to be collected in each 
county or State district contained in the collec- 
tion district, one of which aggregate statements 
and receipts shall be transmitted to the Secretary, 
and the other to the Comptroller, of the Trea- 
sury. 
Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That each 
collector, before receiving any list, as aforesaid, 
for collection, shall give bond, with one or more 
ood and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the 

omptroller of the Treasury, in the amount of 
the taxes assessed in the collection district, for 
which he has been or may be appointed, which 
bond shall be payable to the United States, with 
condition for the true and faithful discharge of 
the duties of his office, according to law, and par- 
ticularly for the due collection and payment of 
all moneys assessed upon such district; and the 
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said bond shall be transmitied to, and deposited 
in, the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury: 
Provided always, That nothing herein contained 
shall be deemed to annul, or in anywise to im- 
pair, the obligation of the bond heretofore given 
by any collector ; but the same shall be and re- 
maio in full force and virtue, anything in this act 
to the contrary thereof, in any wise, no’ with- 
standing. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That the 
anoual amount of taxes so assessed, shall be and re- 
main a lien upon allijands and other real estate,and 
ali slaves, of the individuals who may be assessed 
for the same, during two years after the tice it 
shall annually become due and payable ; and the 
said lien shall extend to each and every part of 
all tracts or lots of land, or dwelling-houses, not- 
withstanding the same may have been divided or 
alienated in part. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That each 
collector shall be authorized to appoint, by an in- 
strument of writing under his hand and seal, as 
many deputies as he may think proper, assigning 
to each deputy, by that instrament of writing, 
such portion of his collection district as he may 
think proper, and also to revoke the powers of any 
deputy, giving public notice thereof in that por- 
tion of the district assigned to such deputy ; and 
such deputy shall have the like authority, in eve- 
ry respect, to collect the direet tax, so assessed 
within the portion of the district assigned to him, 
which is by this act vested in the collector him- 
self; but each collector shall, in every respect, be 
responsible, both to the United States and to in- 
dividuals, as the case may be, for all moneys 
collected, and for every act done, as deputy col- 
lector, by any of his deputies, whilst acting as 
such: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall prevent any collector from collecting, him- 
self, the whole, or any part, of the tax so assessed, 
and payable in his district. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That each 
of the said collectors, or his deputies, shall, withia 
ten days after receiving his collection list from 
the principal assessors, respectively, as aforesaid, 
and, annually, within ten days after he shall be 
so required by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
advertise, in one newspaper printed in his collec- 
tion district, if any there be, and by notifications 
to be posted up in at least four public places in 
his collection district, that the said tax has become 
due and payable, and state the times and places 
at which he or they will attend to receive the 
same, which shall be within twenty days after 
such notification; and, with respect to persons 
who shall not attend, according to such notifica- 
tions, it shall be the duty of each colleetor, in 
person or by deputy, to apply once, at their re- 
spective dwellings, within such district, and there 
demand the taxes payable by such persons, which 
application shall be made within sixty days after 
the receipt of the collection lists, as aforesaid, or 
after the receipt of the requisition of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, as afuresaid, by the collect- 
ors; and if the said taxes shall not be then paid, 
or within twenty days thereafter, it shall be law- 
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ful for such collector, or his deputies, to proceed 
to collect the said taxes by distress and sale of the 
goods, chattels, or effects, of the persons delin- 
quent, as aforesaid. And, in case of such distress, 
it shall be the duty of the officer charged with 
the collection, to make, or cause to be made, an 
account of the goods or chattels which may be 
distrained, a copy of which ngeet by the officer 
making such distress, shall be left with the owner 
or possessor of such goods, chattels, or effects, or 
at his or her dwelling, with a note of the sum 
demanded, and the time and place of sale; and 
the said officer shall forthwith cause a notification 
to be publicly posted up at two of the taverns 
nearest the residence of the person whose prop- 
erty shall be distrained, or at the court-house of 
the same county, if not more than ten miles dis- 
tant, which notice shall specify the articles dis- 
trained, and the time and place proposed for the 
sale thereof, which time shall not be less than 
ten days from the date of such notification, and 
the place proposed for sale not more than five 
miles distant from the place of making such dis- 
tress: Provided, That, in any case of distress, for 
the payment of the duties aforesaid, the goods, 
chattels, or effects, so distrained, shall and may 
be restored to the owner or possessor, if, prior to 
the sale thereof, payment, or tender thereof, shall 
be made to the proper officer charged with the 
collection, of the full amount demanded, together 
with such fee for levying, and such sum for the 
necessary and reasonable expense of removing 
and keeping the goods, chattels, or effects, so dis- 
trained, as may be allowed in like cases by the 
laws or practice of the State wherein the distress 
shall have been made; but, in case of non-pay- 
ment or tender as aforesaid, the said officer shall 
proceed to sell the said goods, chattels, or effects, at 
public auction, and shall and may retain from the 
proceeds of such sale, the amount demandable for 
the use of the United States, with the necessary 
and reasonable expenses of distress and sale, and 
a commission of five per centum thereon, for his 
own use, rendering the overplus, if any there be, 
to the person whose goods, chattels, or effects, 
shall have been distrained: Provided, That it 
shall not be lawful to make distress of the tools 
or implements of a trade or profession, beasts of 
the plough necessary for the cultivation of im- 
proved lands, arms, or household furniture, or ap- 
parel necessary for a family. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever goods, chattels, or effects, sufficient to satisfy 
any tax upon dwelling-houses or lands, and their 
im provements, owned, occupied, or superintended, 
by persens known or residing within the same 
collection district, cannot be found, the collector 
having first advertised the same for thirty days in 
a newspaper printed within the collection dis- 
trict, if such there be, and having posted up, in 
at least ten public places within the same, a no- 
tification of the intended sale, thirty days pre- 
vious thereto, shall proceed to sell, at public sale, 
so much of the said property as may be necessary 
to satisfy the taxes due thereon, together with an 
addition of twenty per centum to the said taxes. 
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But in all cases where the property liable to a qj- 
rect tax under this act, or the said act of Cop. 
gress, entitled “ An act to lay and collect a direct 
tax within the United States,” shall not be qj- 
visible, so as to enable the collector, by a sale of 
part thereof, to raise the whole amount of the tax 
with all costs, charges, and commissions, the 
whole of such property shall be sold, and the sur- 
plus of the proceeds of the sale, after satisfyin 

the tax, costs, charges, and commissions, shall be 
paid to the owner of the property, or his legal 
representatives, or if he or they cannot be found, 
or refuse to receive the same, then such surplus 
shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States, to be there held for the use of the owner, 
or his legal representatives, until he or they 
shall make application therefor to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, who, upon such application, 
shall, by warrant on the Treasurer, cause the 
same to be paid to the applicant. And if the 
property advertised for sale as aforesaid, cannot 
be sold for the amount of the tax due thereon, 
with the said additional twenty per centum 
thereto, the collector shall purchase the same in 
behalf of the United States for the amount afore- 
said: Provided, That the owner or superintend- 
ent of the property aforesaid, after the same shall 
have been as aforesaid advertised for sale, and 
before it shall have been actually sold, shall be 
allowed to pay the amount of the tax thereon, 
with an addition of ten per centum on the same, 
on the payment of which the sale of the said 
property shall not take place: Provided also, 
That the owners, their heirs, executors, or admin- 
istrators, or any person on their behalf, shall have 
liberty to redeem the lands and other property 
sold as aforesaid, within two years from the time 
of sale, upon payment to the collector, for the 
use of the purchaser, his heirs, or assigns, of the 
amount paid by such purchaser, with interest for 
the same, at the rate of twenty per centum per 
annum ; and no deed shall be given in pursuance 
of such sale, until the time of redemption shall 
have expired. And the collector shall render a 
distinct account of the charges incurred in offer- 
ing and advertising for sale such property, and 
shall pay into the Treasury the surplus, if any 
there be. of the aforesaid additior. uf twenty per 
centum, or ten per centum, as t) e case may be, 
after defraying the charges. Atd in every case 
of the sale of real estate, which has been made 
under the said act of Congress for the assessment 
and collection of direct taxes and internal duties, 
or which shall be made under the authority of 
this act, by the collectors or marshals, respect- 
ively, or their lawful deputies, respectively, or by 
any other person or persons, the deeds for the es- 
tate so sold shall be prepared, made, executed, 
and proved, or acknowledged, at the time and 
times prescribed, in this act, by the collectors, re- 
spectively, within whose collection district such 
real estate shall be situated, in such form of law 
as shall be authorized and required by the laws 
of the United States, or by the law of the State 
in which such real estate lies, for making, exe- 
cuting, proving, and acknowledging, deeds of 
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bargain and sale, or other conveyances for the 
transfer and conveyance of real estate. And for 
every deed, so prepared, made, executed, proved, 
and acknowledged, the purchaser or grantee shall 

y to the collector the sum of five dollars for the 
use of the collector, marshal, or other person, 
effecting the sale of the real estate thereby con- 


ed. 
' “boo. 28. And be it further enacted, That, with 
_ respect to the property lying within any collec- 
- tion district, not owned, or occupied, or superin- 
tended, by some person residing in such collection 


© district, and on which the tax shall not have been 


_ paid to the collector within ninety days after the 
_ day on which he shall have received the collec- 


tion list from the said principal assessors, respect- 
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ively, as aforesaid, or the requisition of the Sec- 
~ retary of the Treasury, as aforesaid, the collector 


shall transmit lists of the same to one of the col- 


 lectors within the same State, to be designated 
for that purpose by the Secretary of the Treas- 
 ury: and the collector, who shall have been thus 
” designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 
- transmit receipts for all the lists received, as 


aforesaid, to the collector transmitting the same. 
And the collectors thus designated in each State 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall cause no- 
tifications of the taxes due as aforesaid, and con- 
tained in the lists thus transmitted to them, to be 
published, for sixty days, in at least one of the 
newspapers published in the State; and the own- 
ers of the property on which such taxes may be 
due, shall be permitted to pay to such collector 
the said tax, with an addition of ten per centum 
thereon: Provided, That such payment is made 
within one year after the day on which the col- 
lector of the district where such property lies, 
had notified that the tax had become due on the 
same. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That when 
any tax, as aforesaid, shall have remained unpaid 
for the term of one year, as aforesaid, the collec- 
tor in the State where the property lies, and who 
shall have been designated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury as aforesaid, having first advertised 
the same for sixty days, in at least one newspa- 
per in the State, shall proceed to sell, at public 
sale, so much of the said property as may be ne- 
cessary to satisfy the taxes due thereon, together 
with an addition of twenty per centum thereon ; 
or if such property is not divisible, as aforesaid, 
the whole thereof shall be sold and accounted for 
in manner hereinbefore provided. If the prop- 
erty advertised for sale cannot be sold for the 
amount of the tax due thereon, with the said ad- 
dition thereon, the collector shall purchase the 
same in behalf of the United States, for such 
And the coilector shall 
render a distinct account of the charges incurred 
in offering and advertising for sale such property, 


_ and pay into the Treasury the surplus, if any, of 
_ the aforesaid addition of ten or twenty per cen- 
_ tum, as the case may be, after defraying the said 
_ charges. 


Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That the 
collectors, designated, as aforesaid, by the Secre- 
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tary of the Treasury, shall deposice: with the 
clerks of the district court of the United States, 
in the respective States, and within which dis- 


.trict the property lies, correct lists of the tracts of 
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land, or other real property, sold by virtue of this 
act for non-payment of taxes, together with the 
names of the owners, or presumed owners, or 
the purchasers, of the same, at the public sales 
aforesaid, and of the amount paid by such pur- 
chasers for the same ; the owners, their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, or administrators, or any person in their 
behalf, shall have liberty to redeem the lands or 
other property sold as aforesaid, within two years 
from the time of sale, upon payment, to the clerk 
aforesaid, for the use of the purchaser, his heirs, 
or assigns, of the amount paid by such purchaser 
for the said land, or other real property, with in- 
terest for the same, at the rate of twenty per cen- 
tum per annum, and of a commission of five per 
centum on such payment, for the use of the clerk 
aforesaid. The clerk shall, on application, pay 
to the purchasers the money thus paid for their 
use; and the collectors, respectively, shall give 
deeds for the lands or property aforesaid, to the 
purchasers entitled to the same, in all cases where 
the same shall not have been redeemed within 
two years, as aforesaid, by the original owners 
thereof, or their legal representatives. And the 
said clerks shall be entitled to receive from the 
purchaser, for his own use, the sum of one dollar, 
in addition to the sum hereinbefore made pay- 
able to the collector, for every such deed, to be 
paid on the delivery thereof to such purchasers. 
And in all cases where lands may be sold under 
this act for the payment of taxes, belonging to in- 
fants, persons of insane mind, married women, 
or persons beyond sea, such persons shali have 
the term of two years, after their respective dis- 
abilities shall have been removed, or their return 
to the United States, to redeem lands thus sold, 
on their paying into the eclerk’s office aforesaid 
the amount paid by the purchaser, together with 
ten per centum per annum; and on their pay- 
ment to the purchaser of the land aforesaid, a 
compensation for all improvements he may have 
made on the premises, subsequent to his purchase, 
the value of which improvements to be ascer- 
tained by three or more neighboring freeholders, 
to be appointed by the clerk aforesaid, who, on 
actual view of the premises, shall assess the value 
of such improvements, on their oaths, and make 
a return of such valuation to the clerk immedi- 
ately. And the clerk of the court shali receive 
such compensation for his services herein, to be 
paid by, and received from, the parties, like costs 
of suit, as the judge of the district court shall, in 
that respect, tax and allow. 

Seo. 31. And be it further enacted, That the 
several collectors shall, at the expiration of every 
month after they shall, respectively, commence 
their collections, in the next and every ensuing 
year, transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury a 
statement of the collections made by them, re- 
spectively, within the month, and pay over, quar- 
terly, or sooner, if required by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the moneys by them respectively 
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collected within the said term ; and each of the 
said collectors shall complete the collection of 
all sums annually assigned to him for collection 
as aforesaid, shall pay over the same into the 
Treasury, aod shall render his final account to the 
Treasury Department, within six months from 
and after the day when he shall have received 
the collection lists from the said board of princi- 
pal assessors, or the said requisition of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury as aforesaid: Provided, 
however, That the period of one year and three 
months, from the said annual day, shall be an- 
nually allowed to the collector designated in each 
State as aforesaid by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, with respect to the taxes contained in the 
list transmitted to him by the other collectors as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That each 
collector shall be charged with the whole amount 
of taxes by him receipted, whether contained in 
the lists delivered to him by the principal asses- 
sors, respectively, or transmitted to him by other 
collectors; and shall be allowed credit for the 
amount of taxes contained in the lists transmitted 
in the manner above provided to other collectors, 
and by them receipted as aforesaid, and also for 
the taxes of such persons as may have absconded, 
or become insolvent, subsequent to the date of 
the assessment, and prior to the day when the 
tax ought, according to the provisions of this act, 
to have been collected: Provided, That it shall 
be proven, to the satisfaction of the Comptroller 
of the Treasury, that due diligence was used by 
the collector, and that no property was left from 
which the tax could have been recovered. And 
each collector, designated in each State as afore- 
said by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall re- 
ceive credit for the taxes due for all tracts of land 
which, after being offered by him for sale in man- 
ner aforesaid, shall or may have been purchased 
by him in behalf of the United States. 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That if 
any collector shall fail, either to collect or to ren- 
der his account, or to pay over in the manner, or 
within the times, hereinbefore provided, it shall 
be the duty of the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
and he is hereby authorized and required, imme- 
diately after such delinquency, to issue a warrant 
of distress against such delinquent collector and 
his sureties, directed to the marshal of the district, 
therein expressing the amount of the taxes with 
which the said collector is chargeable, and the 
sums, if any, which have been pail. And the said 
marshal, himself, or by his deputy, immediately pro- 
ceed to levy and collect the sum which may re- 
main due, by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels, or any personal effects, of the delinquent 
collector; and for want of goods, chattels, or 
effects, aforesaid, sufficient to satisfy the said 
warrant, the same may be levied on the person of 
the collector, who may be committed to prison, 
there to remain until discharged in due course 
of law: And furthermore, notwithstanding the 
commitment of thé collector to prison as afore- 
said, or if he abscond, and goods, chattels, and 
effects, cannot be found sufficient to satisfy the 





said warrant, the said marshal, or his deput 
shall and may proceed to levy and collect the 
sum which remains due, dy distress and sale of 
the goods and chattels, or any personal effects, of 
the surety or sureties of the delinquent collector. 
And the amount of the sums due from any co}. 
lector, as aforesaid, shall, and the same are hereby, 
declared to be, a lien upon the lands and real es. 
tate of such collector and his sureties, until the same 
shall be discharged accordingtolaw. And for want 
of goods and chattels, or other personal effects of 
such collector, or his sureties, sufficient to satisfy 
any warrant of distress, issued pursuant to the 
preceding section of this act, the lands and rea] 
estate of such collector and his sureties, or s0 
much thereof as may be necessary for satisfying 
the said warrant, after being advertised for at leas, 
three weeks, in not less than three public places 
in the collection district, and in one newspaper 
printed in the county or district, if any there be. 
prior to the proposed time of sale, may and shaj| 
be sold by the marshal or his deputy ; and for al 
lands and real estate, sold in pursuance of the 
authority aforesaid, the conveyances of the mar. 
shals, or their deputies, executed in due form of 
law, shall give a valid title against all persons 
claiming under delinquent collectors, or their 
sureties, aforesaid. And all moneys that may re- 
main of the proceeds of such sale, after satisfying 
the said warrant of distress, and paying the rea- 
sonable costs and charges of sale, shall be re- 
turned to the proprietor of the lands or real estate 
sold as aforesaid. 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That each 
and every collector, or his deputy, who shal ex- 
ercise or be guilty of any extortion or oppression, 
under color of this act, or shall demand other or 
greater sums than shall be authorized by this act, 
shall be liable to pay a sum not exceeding two 
thousand dollars, to be recovered, by and for the 
use of the party injured with costs of suit, in any 
court having competent jurisdiction; and each 
and every collector or his deputies shall give re- 
ceipts for all sums by them collected and retained 
in pursuance of this act. 

ec. 35. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid, for the services per- 
formed under this act, to each principal assessor, 
two dollars for every day employed in making 
the necessary arrangements and giving the neces- 
sary instructions to the assistant assessors for the 
valuations; three dollars for every day employed 
in making revised valuations and tax lists, where 
an assessment and valuation have heretofore been 
mude, and in hearing appeals and making out lists, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, upon origi- 
nal assessments and valuations; and five dollars 
for every hundred taxable persons contained in 
the tax list, as delivered by him tothe said board 
of principal assessors; to each assistant assessor, 
two dollars for every day actually employed in 
collecting lists and making valuations, the number 
of days necessary for that purpose being certified 
by the principal assessor, and approved by the 
Comptroller of the Treasury ; and three dollars 
for every hundred taxable persons contained in 
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the tax list, as completed and delivered by him 


to the principal assessor ; to each of the principal 
assessors constituting the board of principal asses- 
sors as aforesaid, for every day’s actual attend- 
ance at the said board, the sum of three dollars, 
and for travelling to and from the place desig- 
nated by the Secretary of the Treasury, three 
dollars for each thirty miles. And to each of 
the clerks of the said board, three dollars for 
every day’s actual attendance thereon. And the 
said board of principal assessors, and the said as- 
sessors, severally and respectively, shall be allowed 
their necessary and reasonable charges for books 
and stationery used in the execution of their du- 
ties; and the compensation herein allowed shall 
be in full for all other expenses not particularly 
specified. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That the 
compensation herein before provided for the ser- 
vices of the principal assessors and their assis- 
tants, and for the board of principal assessors and 
their clerks, shall be paid at the Treasury; and 
there is hereby appropriated, for that purpose the 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars, to be paid 
out of any money not otherwise appropriated. 
And the President of the United States shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to augment, in cases 
where he shall deem it necessary, the compensa- 
tion authorized by this act arecn Beene asses- 
sors aod their assistants: Provided, That no prin- 
cipal assessor shall, in any case, receive more 
than three hundred dollars, and no assistant 
assessor shall receive more than one hundred 
and fifty dollars; and for such augmented com- 
pensation, and the expense of carrying this act 
annually into effect, there is further hereby appro- 
priated an annual sum of one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 37. And be ii further enacted, That in 
cases where principal assessors have not been, or 
shall not, during the present session of Congress, 
be appointed, and in cases where vacancies shall 
oceur in the office of principal assessor, the Presi- 
dent of the United States is hereby authorized to 
make appointments during the recess of the Sen- 
ate by granting commissions, which shall expire 
at the end of the next session. And where no 
person can be found in any collection district, or 
assessment district, to serve either as collector, 
principal assessor, or assistant assessor, respect- 
ively, the President of the United States is hereby 
authorized to appoint one of the deputy post- 
masters in such district, to serve as collector, or 
assessor, as the case may be. And it shall be the 
duty of such deputy postmaster to perform, ac- 
cordingly, the duties of such officer. 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That sepa- 
rate accounts shall be kept at the Treasury, of all 
moneys received from the direct tax and from the 
internal duties, in each of the respective States, 
Territories, and collection districts ; and that sepa- 
rate accounts shall be kept of the amount of each 
species of duty that shall accrue, with the moneys 
paid to the collectors, assessors, and assistant as- 
sessors, and to the other officers employed, in each 
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of the respective States, Territories, and collection 
districts, which accounts it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, annually, in the 
month of December, to lay before Congress. 

Sec. 39. And be it further enacted, That the 
principal assessors, respectively, shall, yearly, and 
every year, after the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, in the month of January, inquire 
and ascertain, in the manner by the sixth section 
of this act provided, what transfers and changes 
of property in lands, lots of ground, dwelling- 
houses, and slaves, have been made and effected in 
their respective distriets, subsequent to the next 
preceding valuation, assessment, and apportion- 
ment of the direct tax, by this act laid ; and, within 
twenty days thereafter, they shall make out three 
lists of such transfers and changes, and transmit 
one list to the Secretary of the Treasury another 
list to the commissioner of the revenue, and the 
third shall be delivered to the collector of the col- 
lection district. And it shall, yearly, and every 
year, after the said year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to notify the collectors of the several 
collection districts, a day in the month of Feb- 
ruary, on which it shall be the duty of the said 
colleetors to commence laying and collecting the 
annual direet tax by this act laid and imposed, 
according to the assessment of the tax lists to 
them delivered by the said principal assessors, as 
aforesaid, subject only to such alterations therein 
as shall be just and proper, in the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to conform to the 
transfers and changes aforesaid, ascertained by the 

rincipal assessors as aforesaid ; and the said col- 
anean shall, annually, in all respects, proceed in, 
and conclude, the collection of the said direct 
tax, in the same manner, and within the time, 
hereinbefore provided and prescribed. 

Sec. 40. And be it further enacted, That each 
State may pay its quota of the direct tax by this 
act laid, into the Treasury of the United States, 
for the first, and for any and every succeeding 
year; and, in consideration of such payment, the 
State shall be entitled toa deduction of fifteen 
per centum, if paid before the first day of May, 
and ten per centum, if paid before the first day 
of October, in the year to which the payment 
relates: Provided, That notice of the intention to 
make such payment be given to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, on or before the first day of April 
in each year: And provided, That such notice 
and payment shall not in any wise prevent or dis- 
continue the proceedings under this act, to make 
the valuations, assessments, and apportionmeants, 
herein authorized and directed, but shall only 
prevent or discontinue the collection of the quota 
of the State giving such notice and making such 
payment. 

Sec. 41. And be it further enacted, That, to- 
wards establishing an adequate revenue to provide 
for the payment of the expenses of Government; 
for the puncteal payment of the public debt, prin- 
pal and interest, contracted and to be contracted, 
according to the terms of the contracts, respeet- 
ively ; and for creating an adequate sinking und, 
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gradually to reduce, and eventually to extingush, 
the public debt, contracted, and to be contracted, 
the direct tax by this act laid shall continue to be 
laid, levied, and collected, during the present war 
between the United States and Great Britain, and 
until the purposes aforesaid shall be completely 
casdunblionied; anything in the said act of Con- 
gress to the contrary thereof, in any wise notwith- 
standing. And, for the effectual application of 
the revenue to be raised by and from the said di- 
rect tax laid by this act, and also by and from the 
direct tax laid by the said act of Congress, enti- 
tled “An act to lay and collect a direct tax within 
the United States,” to the purposes aforesaid, in 
due form of law, the faith of tne United States is 
hereby pledged: Provided always, That when- 
ever Congress shall deem it expedient to alter, 
reduce, or change, the said direct tax, by this act 
laid, it shall be lawful so to do, upon providing 
and substituting by law, at the said time, and for 
the same purposes, other taxes or duties, which 
shall be equally productive with the direct tax so 
altered, reduced, or changed: And provided fur- 
ther, That nothing in this act contained shall be 
deemed or construed, in any wise, to rescind or im- 
pair any specific appropriation of the said direct 
taxes, or either of them; but such appropriation 

shall remain and be carried into effect, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the law and 

laws making the same, anything in this act to 
the contrary thereof, in any wise, notwithstanding. 

Sec. 42. And be it further enacted, That it 

shall be lawful for the President of the United 

States to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 

to anticipate the collection and receipt of the 

direct tax, laid and imposed by this act, and by 

the said act of Congress, entitled “An act to lay 

and collect a direct tax within the United States,” 

by obtaining a loan upon the pledge of the said 

direct taxes, or either of them for the reimburse- 

ment thereof, to an amount not exceeding six 

millions of dollars, and at a rate of interest not 

exceeding six per centum per annum. And any 

bank or banks now incorporated, or which may 

hereafter be incorporated, under the authority of 
the United States, is, and are hereby, authorized 

to make such loan: Provided always, and it is 

ly declared, That the money so obtained 

upon loan shall be applied to the purposes afore- 
said, to which the said direct taxes, so to be 

pledged, are by this act applied and appropriated, 

and to no other purposes whatsoever. 

Approved, January 9, 1815. 








An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on various goods, wares, 
and merchandise, manufactured within the United 
States. 

_Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the ex- 
piration of ninety days subsequent to the passing 
of this act, there shall be paid uppn all goods. 
wares, and merchandise, of the Shenton de- 
scriptions, which shall thereafter be manufac- 
tured or made for sale within the United States, 
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or the Territories thereof, the respective duties 
following, that is to say : 

Pig iron, per ton, one dollar. 

Castings of iron, per ton, one dollar and fifty 
cents. , 

Bar iron, per ton, one dollar. 

Rolled or slit iron, per ton, one dollar. 

Nails, brads, and sprigs, other than those usually 
denominated wrought, per pound, one cent. 

Candles of white wax, or in part of white and 
other wax, per pound five cents. 

Mould candles of tallow, or of wax, other than 
white, or in part of each, per pound three cents. 

Hats and caps, in whole or in part of leather, 
wool, or furs; bonnets in whole or in part of 
wool or fur, if above two dollars in value, eight 
per centum ad valorem. 

Hats of chip or wood, covered with silk or 
other materials, or not covered, if above two dol- 
lars in value, eight per centum ad valorem. 

Umbrellas and parasols, if above the value of 
two dollars, eight per centum ad valorem. 

Paper, three per centum ad valorem. 

Playing and visiting cards, fifty per centum ad 
valorem. 

Saddles and bridles, six per centum ad valorem. 

Boots and bootees, exceeding five dollars per 
pair in value, five per centum ad valorem. 

Beer, ale, and porter, six per centum ad valorem. 

Tobacco, manufactured cigars, and snuff, twen- 
ty per centum ad valorem. 

eather, including therein all hides and skins, 
whether tanned, tawed, dressed, or otherwise 
made, on the original manufacture thereof, five 
per centum ad valorem; which said duties shall 
be paid by the owner or occupier of the buildings 
or vessels in which, or of the machines, imple- 
ments, or utensils, wherewith the said goods, 
wares, and merchandise, shall have been manu- 
factured or made, or by the agent or superinten- 
dent thereof; the amount thereof payable by 
any one person, atany one time, if not exceed- 
ing twenty dollars shall, and if exceeding twenty 
dollars may, be paid in money, with a deduction 
of two per centum, at the time of rendering the 
accounts of the articles so chargeable with duty, 
required to be rendered by the second section of 
this act, or without deduction at the next subse- 
quent time prescribed for rendering such accounts. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who, from and after the expiration of 
ninety days subsequent to the passing of this act, 
shall be the owner or occupier of any building, 
or vessel, or machine, implement, or utensil, used 
or intended to be used for the manufacturing or 
making of such goods, wares, and merchandise, 
or either of them, or who shall have such build- 
ing, or vessel, or machine, implement, or utensil, 
under his superintendence, either as agent for the 
owner, or on his own account, shall, before the 
expiration of the said ninety days, and every per- 
son who, after the expiration of the said ninety 
days, shall use, or intend to use, any building, or 
vessel, or machine, implement, or utensil, as afore- 
said, either as owner, occupier, agent, or other- 
wise, shall, before he shall begin so to use, or 
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cause the same so to be used, give bond, with at 
least two sureties, to the satisfaction of the col- 
lector of internal duties for the district in which 
the same shall be situate, in a sum not less than 
the computed duties for one year, nor less than 
one hundred dollars, that he will before using, or 
causing the same to be used, make true and exact 
entry and report, in writing, to the said collector, 
of every such building, or vessel, machine, im- 
plement, or utensil, owned, occupied, or superin- 
tended by him, with the size thereof, the names 
of the owner, occupier, agent, and superintendent, 
the place where situate, and the manner in which, 
and the time for which, not exceeding one year, 
it is intended to employ the same, with the de- 
nominations and quantities of the articles manu- 
factured or made as aforesaid, which he may 
have on hand, with the value thereof; that he 
will, thereafter, before using, or causing the same 
to be used, make like entry and report of any 
other building, or vessel, machine, implement, or 
utensil, used, or intended to be used, as aforesaid, 
that he may own, occupy, or have the agency or 
superintendence of, with the size thereof, the 
names of the owner, occupier, agent, and super- 
intendent, the place where situate, and the man- 
ner in which, and the time for which, not exceed- 
ing one year, it is intended to employ the same, 
with information, from time to time, of any 
change in the form size, agency, ownership, oc- 
cupancy, or superintendence, which all or either 
of the said buildings, or vessels, machines, im- 
plements, or utensils, may undergo; that he will, 
from day to day, so long as he may use the 
same, enter, or cause to be entered, in a book 
or books to be kept by him for that purpose, and 
which shall be open at all times, between the 
rising and setting of the sun, for the inspection 
of the said collector, who may take any minutes, 
memorandums, or transcripts thereof, the denom- 
inations and quantities of the articles manufac- 
tured or made, and will render to the said col- 
lector, on the first day of January, April, July, 
and October in each year, or within ten days 
thereafter, a general account in writing, taken 
from his books, of the denominations and quanti- 
ties of the said articles, with the aggregate value 
thereof, for three months preceding said days, or 
for such portion thereof as may have elapsed from 
the date of said entry and report to the said day 
which shall next ensue; that he will, at the said 
times, deliver to the said collector the original 
book of entries, which book shall be retained by 
said officer; that he will likewise, from day to 
day, enter or cause to be entered, in a book or 
books to be kept by him for that purpose, and 
which shall be open at all times, between the 
rising and setting of the sun, for the inspection 
of the said collector, who may take any minutes, 
memorandums, or transcripts, thereof, the denom- 
inations and quantities of all the hereinbefore 
enumerated manufactured articles sold, with the 
price for which tue same were sold, specifying in 
each sale, the name of the person to whom sold, 
where the amount sold shall exceed ten dollars in 
value; and that he will render to the said col- 
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lector, at the time of rendering the said general 
accounts, a statement in writing, taken from said 
book or books, in which there shall be specified 
the denominations and quantities of all such man- 
ufactured articles sold on each day, stating dis- 
tinctly each sale, with the name of the purchaser, 
and the denominations and quantities sold, and 
price, where the same shall exceed ten dollars, 
and the aggregate denominations and quantities, 
with the aggregate value of all other sales; that 
he will veal or cause to be verified, the said en- 
tries, reports, books, general accounts, and state- 
ments. on oath or affirmation, to be taken before 
the collector, or some officer authorized by law to 
administer the same, according to the form re- 
quired by this act, where the same is prescribed ; 
and that he will pay to the said collector the 
duties which by this act ought to be paid on the 
articles so manufactured, and in the said account 
mentioned, if not exceeding twenty dollars, at 
the time of rendering an account thereof, with a 
deduction of two per centum, and if exceeding 
twenty dollars, either at said time, with a like de- 
duction, or at the next subsequent time prescribed 
for rendering such accounts, without deduction ; 
aod the said bond may, from time to time, at 
the discretion of the collector, be renewed or 
changed, in regard to the sureties and penalties 
thereof. And every such person, whether owner, 
occupier, agent, or superintendent, as aforesaid, 
shall, at the time of making the entry and report, 
first before stated, obtain, agreeably thereto, a li- 
cense for employing, for a term not exceeding 
one year, such buildings, or vessels, or machines, 
implements, or utensils, describing the same, with 
the use to which they are to be applied, the place 
where situate, the name of the owner, occupier, 
agent, or superintendent, and the term for which 
it is intended to use the same; which license the 
said collector is hereby empowered and directed 
to grant. And a like license, for any term not 
exceeding a year, shall be obtained and granted 
on a like report and entry made at any time there- 
after, without requiring a new bond, so long as 
the bond aforesaid shall remain in force. Which 
licenses shall be signed by the commissioner of 
the revenue, and countersigned by the collector 
who shall issue the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
entries made in the books required to be kept 
by the second section of this act, shall, on the 
said first days of January, April, July, and Oc- 
tober, or within ten days after each of the said 
days, be verified by the oath or affirmation, to be 
taken as aforesaid, of the person or persons by 
whom such entries shall have been made; which 
qualification shall be certified at the end of such 
entries by the collector, or other officer adminis- 
tering the same, and’shall be, in substance, as fol- 
lows: “I (or we) do swear (or affirm) that the 
foregoing entries were made by me (or us) on the 
respective days specified, and that they state, ac- 
cording to the best of knowledge and belief, 
the whole quantities and denominations, with the 
value thereof, of the —— manufactured (¢; sold, 
as the case may be) by ——,in the —— of ——.” 
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Sec 4. And be it further enacted, That the 


owner, occupier, agent, or superintendent, afore- 
said, shall, in case the original entries required to 
be made in his books by the second section of this 
act, shall not be made by himself, subjoin to the 
oath or affirmation of the person by whom they 
were made, the following oath or affirmation to 
be taken as aforesaid: ‘‘—— do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that, to the best of —— knowledge 
and belief, the foregoing entries are just and true, 
and that —— have taken all the means in —— 
power to make them so.” 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases in which the duties aforesaid shall not be 
duly paid, the person chargeable therewith shall 
pay, in addition, ten per centum on the amount 
thereof; and in case such duties, with said addi- 
tion, shail not be paid withia three months from 
the time the said duties ought to be paid, the col- 
lector for the district shall make a personal de- 
mand of the same from such person, or by notice 
in writing !eft at his dwelling, if within the col- 
lection district, and, if not, at the manufactory 
owned or superintended by such person; and in 
case of reiusal or neglect to pay the said duties, 
with the addition, within ten days after such de- 
mand or notice, the amount thereof shail be re- 
covered by distress and sale of the goods, chat- 
tels, and effects of the delinquent; and, in case of 
such distress, it shall be the duty of the officer 
charged with the collection to make, or cause to 
be made, an account of the goods or chattels 
which may be distrained, a copy of which, signed 
by the officer making such distress, shall be left 
with the owner or possessor of such goods, chat- 
tels, or effects, at his or her dwelling, with a note 
of the sum demanded, and the time and place of 
sale ; and the said officer shall forthwith cause a 
notification to be publicly posted up, at two of the 
taverns nearest to the residence of the person 
whose property shall be distrained, or at the court- 
house of the same county, if not more than ten 
miles distant; which notice shall specify the ar- 
ticles distrained, and the time and place proposed 
for the sale thereof; which time shall not be less 
than ten days from the date of such notification, 
and the place proposed for sale not more than five 
miles distant from the place of making such dis- 
tress: H That in any case of distress for 
the payment of the duties aforesaid, the goods, 
chatiels, or effects, so distrained, shall and may 
be restored to the owner or possessor, if, prior to 
the day assigned for the sale thereof, payment, or 
tender thereof, shall be made to the proper officer 
charged with the collection, of the full amount 
demanded, together with such fee for levying, and 
such sum for the necessary and renestautte ex- 
penses of removing and keeping the goods, chat- 
tels, or effects, so distrained, as may be allowed, 
in like cases, by the laws or practice of the State 
or Territory wherein the distress shall have been 
made; but in case of non-payment or tender, as 
aforesaid, the said officer shall proceed to sell the 
said goods, chattels, or effects, at public auction, 
and shall and may retain, from the proceeds of 
such sales, the amount demandable for the use of 
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able expenses of distress and sale, and a inte. 


sion of eight per centum thereon for his own use 
rendering the overplus, if any there be, to the per. 
son whose goods, chattels, or effects, shall have 
been distrained: Provided, That it shall not be 
lawful to make distress of beasts of the plough 
necessary for the cultivation of improved lands, 
arms, or household furniture, or apparel necessary 
for a family. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That aij 
goods, wares, and merchandise, which shall be 
manufactured or made within the United States, 
or the Territories thereof, the duties on which 
shall not have been duly paid, or secured, accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
shall, together with the vessels containing the 
same, be forfeited, and may be seized as forfeited 
by any collector of the internal duties, and held 
by him until a decision shall be had thereon ac- 
cording tolaw: Provided, That said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, shall not be liable to be fo: feit- 
ed in the hands of a bona fide purchaser, who shal! 
have purchased the same without knowledge of 
the duties not being paid, or secured to be paid. 
And if any person shall conceal or buy any guods, 
wares, and merchandise, as aforesaid, knowing 
them to be liable to seizure and forfeiture under 
this act, such person shall, on conviction thereof, 
forfeit and pay a sum double the value of the 
goods so concealed or purchased. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner, occupier, agent, or superintendent, as afore- 
said, of or for any such building, or vessel, ma- 
chine, implement, or utensil, used in the maou- 
facture or making of any of the said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, who shall wilfully neglect or 
refuse to make true and exact entry and report of 
the same, or to do, or cause to be done, any of the 
things by this act required to be done as afore- 
said, excepting to pay the duties hereby laid in 
cases where the bond required by the second sec- 
tion of this act has been given, shall forfeit, for 
every such neglect or refusal, all the goods, wares, 
and merchandise, manufactured or made by or 
for him, with the vessels containing the same, 
and the vessels, machines, implenyvents, or uten- 
sils, used in said manufacture or making, together 
with the sum of five hundred dollars, to be recov- 
ered with costs of suit; which said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, with the vessels, or machines, 
implements, or utensils, so used, may be seized by 
any collector of the internal duties, and held by 
him until a decision shall be had thereon accord- 
ing tolaw: Provided, Such seizure be made with- 
in three months after the cause for the same may 
have occurred, and that a prosecution or action 
thereupon shall have commenced by such collec- 
tor within sixty days after such seizure. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That in case 
the duties aforesaid shall not be paid or recovered, 
agreeably to the provisions of this act, or in case 
any acts shall be done contrary to, or any acts 
omitted that are required to be done by the bond 
to be given as aforesaid, or the penalties incurred 
thereby shall not be recovered, the said bond shal! 
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be deemed forfeited, and shall be put in suit by | powers or authorities hereby vested in him, or 


the collector, for the recovery of the amount of 
the said duties, with the addition thereon, penal- 
ties, and costs, or either, as the case may be; an 
judgment thereon shall and may be taken at the 
return term, on motion to be made in open court, 
unless sufficient cause to the contrary be shown 
to, and allowed by, the court: Provided, That 
the writ or process in such case shall have been 
executed at least fourteen days before the return 
day thereof. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
duties imposed by this act shall be considered as 
applying solely to articles manufactured for sale, 
and shall not be considered as including any ar- 
ticles manufactured exclusively for the use of the 
person manufacturing the same. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
duties laid by this act shall be payable on all the 
goods, wares, and merchandise, aforesaid, the 
manufacture or making of which shall not, with- 
in ninety days from the passing thereof, be fully 
completed, or which shall not be then in the con- 
dition in which they usually are when offered 
for sale. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That any 
owner, occupier, agent, or superintendent, as afore- 
said, who may have given bond as required in the 
second section of this act, who shall, after thirty 
days’ notice given him in writing by the collec- 
tor, fail to renew or change the same, in regard 
to the sureties and penalties thereof, as is in the 
same section provided, shall thereafter incur the 

enalties attached to employing the said build- 
Ings, or vessels, or machines, implements, or uten- 
sils, without having a license therefor. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
forms of the bond required to be given by the 
second section of this act, as well as the forms of 
the several oaths, reports, entries, statements, and 
accounts, by this act required to be taken, kept, 
and rendered, shall be prescribed by the Treasury 
Department, agreeably to which the aforesaid spe- 
cification of the buildings or vessels in which, or 
of the machines, implements, or utensils, where- 
with the aforesaid goods, wares, and merchandise, 
shall be manufactured or made, shall be rendered 
by the owner, occupier, agent, or superintendent 
thereof. 

Ssc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
value of the manufactured or made goods, wares, 
and merchandise, required to be stated as afore- 
said, shall be regulated by the average of the ac- 
tual sales by the manufacturer of the like gouds, 
wares, and merchandise, during the quarter, where 
such actual sales may have been made ; and where 
no such actual sales have been made, such value, 
as far as respects a manufacturer selling exclu- 
sively by wholesale, shall be regulated by the aver- 
age of the market wholesale sales of the like gouds, 
wares, and merchandise, and so far as respects a 
manufacturer selling by retail, by the market 
sales by reiail in like manner. 

Sec. 14, And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall forcibly obstruct or hinder a collee- 
tor in the execution of this act, or of any of the 


shall foreibly rescue, or cause to be rescued, any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, or vessels, machines, 
implements, or utensils, aforesaid, after the same 
shall have been seized by him, or shall attempt or 
endeavor so to do, the person so offending shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of 
five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That acol- 
lector shall be authorized to enter, at any time 
between the rising and setting of the sun, any 
building or place where any vessel, machine, im- 
plement, or utensil, as aforesaid, is kept within his 
collection district, for the purpose of examining, 
measuring, of describing the same, or-of inspect- 
ing the accounts of the goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, from time to time manufactured or 
made. Apd every owner or occupier of such 
building, machine, implement, or utensil, or per- 
son having the agency or superintendence of 
same, who shall refuse to admit such officer, or 
to suffer him to examine, measure, or describe the 
same, or to inspect said accounts, shall, for every 
ours refusal, forfeit and pay the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That any 
persun who shall be convicted of wilfully taking 
a false oath or affirmation, in any of the cases in 
which an oath or affirmation is required to be 
taken in virtue of this act, shall be hable to the 
pains and penalties to which persons are liable 
for wiltul and corrupt perjury. and shall, more- 
over, forfeit the sum of five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That no 
person who shall have refused or neglected to 
comply with the provisions of this act, shall be 
entitled, while such refusal or neglect continues, 
to receive a license as aforesaid, or shall be en- 
titled to credit for any internal duties whatever 
that may have accrued, 

Sec. 18. And be tt further enacted, That every 
collector shall give receipts for all sams by him 
collected under this act. 

Sec. 19. And be xt further enacted, That if it 
shall appear, to the satisfaction of the collector 
for the district, that any owner, occupier, agent, 
or superintendent, as afuresaid, of any buildings, 
vessels, or machines, implements, or atensils, as 
aforesaid, who shall have given bond agreeably 
to the second section of this act, and shall have 
ceased to use the same for one year, and made 
oath or affirmation thereof, to be lodged with said 
collector, hath acted agreeably to the condition of 
such bond, the collector shall cause such bond to 
be delivered to said owner, occupier, agent, or 
superintendent. 

Sec. 20. And be tt further enacted, That the 
several provisions of “Au act making further pro- 
vision for the colleetion of internal duties, and for 
the appointment and compensation of assessors,” 
passed the second of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, shall, and are hereby de- 
clared to apply in full force to the daties laid by, 
and to be collected under, this act, the same as if 
such duties and this act were recognised therein ; 
which said duties shall be collected by the same 
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collectors, in the same manner, for the same com- 
missions, and under the same directions, as are 
thereby established in relation to the other inter- 
nal duties; and all the obligations, duties, and 
penalties thereby imposed upon collectors, are 
hereby i:aposed upgn the collectors of the duties 
laid by this act. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in their re- 
spective districts, and they are hereby authorized, 
to collect the duties imposed by this act, and to 
prosecute for the recovery of the same, and for 
the recovery of ary sum or sums which may be 
forfeited by virtue of this act; and all fines, pen- 
alties, and. forfeitures, which shall be incurred by 
force of this act, shall and may be sued for and 
recovered in the name of the United States, or of 
the collector within whose district any such fine, 

nalty, or forfeiture shall have been incurred, by 


“bill, plaint, or information, one moiety thereof to 


the use of the United States, and the other moiety 
thereof to the use of the person, who, if a collec- 
tor, shall first discover, if other than a collector 
shall first inform of the cause, matter, or thing 
whereby any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall 
have been incurred; and where the cause of ac- 
tion or complaint shall arise or accrue more than 
fifty miles distant from the nearest place by law 
established for the holding of a district court, 
within the district in which the same shall arise 
or accrue, such suit and recovery may be had be- 
fore any court of the State holden within the said 
district, having jurisdiction in like cases. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the 
collector shall furnish one copy of thisact to each 
person liable to pay a duty under the same, within 
the collection district, that may apply therefor, 
and shall advertise in a newspaper, or post up 
notices at the court-houses therein, of his instruc- 
tions to furnish the same. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That, to- 
wards establishing an adequate revenue to pro- 
vide for the payment of the expenses of Govern- 
ment; for the punctual payment of the public 
debt, principal and interest, contracted, and to be 
contracted, according to the terms of the con- 
tracts, a pn and for creating an adequate 
sinking fund, gradually to reduce, and eventually 
to extinguish, the public debt, contracted and to 
be contracted; the rates and duties laid and im- 
posed by this act shall continue to be laid, levied, 
and collected, during the present war between 
the United States and Great Britain, and until 
the purposes aforesaid shall be completely accom- 
plished. And for the effectual application of the 
revenue, to be raised by and from the said duties 
to the oe ery aforesaid, in due form of law, the 
faith of the United States is hereby pledged: 

ided always, That whenever Congress shall 
deem it expedient to alter, reduce, or change, the 
said duties, or either of them, it shall be lawful 
so to do, upon providing and substituting by law 
at the same time, atid for the same purposes, other 
duties, which shall be equally productive with 
the duties so altered, reduced, or changed. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That so 
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long as the duties herein imposed on each of th 
foregoing descriptions of goods, wares, and mer. 
chandise, shall continue to be laid, the duties a; 
present payable on the like description of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, shall not be discontinued or diminished. 
and the faith of the United States is hereby 
pledged for the continuance of the same unt! 
this act shall be repealed. 
Approved, January 18, 1815. 





An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on household furni. 
ture, and on gold and silver watches. 

Be it enacted, ¢c., That there shall be, and 
hereby is, imposed an annual duty on all house- 
hold furniture kept for use, the value of which, 
in any one family, with the exception of beds, 
bedding, kitchen furniture, family pictures, and 
articles made in the family from domestic mate- 
rials, shall exceed two hundred dollars in money, 
according to the following scale: 

If not exceeding four hundred dollars, one 
dollar. 

If above four hundred, and not exceeding six 
hundred dollars, one dollar and fifty cents. 

If above six hundred, and not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, three dollars. 

If above one thousand, and not exceeding fi- 
teen hundred dollars, six dollars, 

If above fifteen hundred, and not exceeding 
two thousand dollars, ten dollars. 

If above two thousand, and not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, seventeen dollars. 

If above three thousand, and not exceeding 
four thousand dollars, twenty-eight dollars. 

If above four thousand, and not exceeding six 
thousand dollars, forty-five dollars. 

If above six thousand, and not exceeding nine 
thousand dollars, seventy-five dollars. 

If above nine thousand dollars, one hundred 
dollars; which duty shall be paid by the owner 
of the said household furniture, 

That there shall be, and hereby is, likewise 
imposed, an annual duty of two dollars on every 
gold watch kept for use, and of one dollar on 
every silver watch kept for use, which duty shall 
be paid by the owner thereof. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That wheu- 
ever lists of property shall hereafter be taken in 
any collection Liane, under a general assess- 
ment therein by the assistant assessors, as re- 
quired by the “Act for the assessment and collec- 
tion of direct taxes and internal duties,” passed 
July the twenty-second, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirteen, or by any other act, passed or 
to be passed, lists of the value of the household 
furniture, as classed by the first section of this 
act, with the number and description of watches, 
within such collection district, belonging to each 
person therein taxable as aforesaid, with the 
name of the owner or agent, shall he made out 
in writing by such person or his agent, and deliv- 
ered to the assistant assessor, at the time of his 
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application therefor, which shall be the same | each; which list or lists shall be made out in 
time as that prescribed in the act then in force | alphabetical order, for each county or smaller 
for the delivery of the lists therein required to be | division of a collection district, as may be directed 
delivered ; and the said assistant assessor is here- | by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

by empowered and directed to apply therefor ; Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each 





the dwelling of said person, or his agent, at the | of the collectors of the direct taxes and internal 
said time. duties, for the collection districts aforesaid, shall, 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if} within sixty days from the day on which the 
any person or agent, av aforesaid, shall not be principal assessor shall have received the said 
prepared to exhibit a written list when required, | lists from the assistant as-essors, be furnished by 
and shall consent to disclose the value of any and the principal assessur with one or more of the 
all the said household furniture, and the number | lists, prepared in conformity with the preceding 
of watches, as aforesaid, in such case it shall be | section by the principal assessor, signed and cer- 
the duty of the assistant assessor to make such | tified by him. And each collector, on receiving 
list, which, being distinctly read and assented to, | a list as aforesaid, shall subscribe three receipts; 
shall be received as the list aforesaid of such per- | one of which shall be given on a full and correct 
son, and be certified as such by the said assistant | copy of such list, which list and receipt shall .e- 
assessor. maio with the principal assessor, aud be open to 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any | the inspection of any person who may apply to 
such person or agent shall deliver or disclose to | inspect the same: and the other two receipts 
any assessor any false or fraudulent list, with in-| shall be given on aggregate statements of the 
tent to defeat or evade the purposes of this act, | lists aforesaid, exhibiting the gross amount of 
such person or agent shall forfeit and pay the} each of the aforesaid duties, to be collected in 
sum of one hundred dollars, to be recovered in | each county or State district contained in the col- 
any court having competent jurisdiction. lection district, one of which aggregate state- 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in case} ments and receipts shall be transmitted to the 
any person, whether owner or agent as aforesaid, | Commissioner of the Revenue, and the other to 
shai be absent from his place of residence at the | the Comptroller of the Treasury. 
tirae an assistant assessor shall apply to receive Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That each 
the list of such person, it shall be the duty of | of the said collectors, or his deputies, shall, with- 
such assessor to leave, at the house or place of | in ten days after receiving his list, agreeably to 
residence of such person, a written note or mem-/| the “Act for the assessment and collection of 
orandum, requiring him to present to such asses- | direct taxes and internal duties,” passed twenty- 
sor the list aforesaid, within ten days from the | second July, eighteeu hundred and thirteen, or 
date of such note or memorandum ; and if any | agreeably to any act subsequently passed, or to 
person, on being notified or required as afore- | be passed, advertise, in One newspaper priuted in 
said, shall refuse or neglect to give such list as| his collection district, if any there be, and by noti- 
aforesaid, within such time, it shall be the duty | fications to be posted up in at least four public 
of the said assessor to make, according to the} places in his cullectiun district, that the said du- 
best information which he can obtain, such lists, | ties have become due and payable, and state the 
which lists, so made and subscribed by such asses- | times and places at which he or they will attend 
sor, shall be received as the lists aforesaid of such | to receive the same, which shall be within twenty 
person; and the person so failing or neglecting, | days after such notification: aod with respect to 
unless in case of sickness or absence from home, | persons who shall not attend, according to such 
shall, moreover, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty } notification, it shall be the duty of each collector, 
dollars. in person or by deputy, to apply once at their re- 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the | spective dwellings within such district, and there 
several assistant assessors in each of the said col-| demand the duties payable by such persons, 
lection districts shall deliver the lists aforesaid to} which application shall be made within sixty 
the principal assessor, within the time prescribed | days after the receipt of the said lists by the col- 
by the thirteenth section of the “Act for the as-| lector; and if the said duties shall not be thea 
sessment and collection of direct taxes and inter-} paid, or within tweaty days thereafter, it shall be 
nal duties,” passed twenty-second of July, eigh- | the duty of such collector and his deputies to pro- 
teen hundred and thirteen, for the delivery of the | ceed to collect the said duties by distress and sale 
lists therein designated: Provided, That if the | of the goods, chattels, or effects, of the persons 
said time be altered by any act subsequently | delinquent; and in case of such distress, it shall 
pavsed, such delivery shall be within the time | be the duty of the officer charged with the collec- 
last prescribed therefor. tiun to make, or caase to be made, an account of 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the | the goods or chattels which may be distrained, a 
respective principal assessors shall make out, ac- | copy of which, signed by the officer making such 
cording to the lists received from the assistant | distress, shall be left with the owner or possessor 
assessors, a general list or lists of all persons taxa-| of such goods, chattels, or effects, or at his dwell- 
ble as aforesaid, specifying the name of the owner | ing, with a note of the sum demanded. and the 
or agent, the valuation of the household furni-| time and place of sale; and the said officer shall 
ture, with the number and description of the} forthwithcausea notification to be publicly posted 
watches as aforesaid, and the duty payable on] up at two of the taveros nearest to the residence 
13th Con. 3d Szss.—60 
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of the person whose property shall be distrained, 
er of his agent, or at the court-house of the 
same county, if not more than ten miles distant, 
which notice shall specify the articles distrained, 
and the time or place proposed for the sale there- 
of; which time shall be less than ten days from 
the date of such notification, and the place pro- 

osed for sale not more than five miles distant 
from the place of making such distress: Pro- 
vided, That in any case of distress for the pay- 
ment of the duties aforesaid, the goods, chattels, 
or effects, so distrained, shall and may be restored 
to the owner or possessor, if, prior to the sale 
thereof, payment, or tender thereof, shall be made 
to the proper officer charged with the collection, 
of the full amount demanded, together with such 
fee for levying, and such sum for the necessary 
and reasonable expenses of removing and keep- 
ing the goods, chattels, or effects, so distrained, 
as may be allowed in like cases by the laws or 
practice of the State or Territory wherein the 
distress shall have been made; but in case of 
nonpayment, or tender, as aforesaid, the said offi- 
cer shall proceed to sell the said goods, chattels, 
or effects, at public auction, and shall and may 
retain, from the proceeds of such sales, the amount 
demandable for the use of the United States, with 
the necessary and reasonable expenses of distress 
and sale, and a commission of five per centum 
thereon for his own use, rendering the overplus, 
if any there be, to the person whose goods, chat- 
tels, or effects, shall have been distrained, or to 
his agent: Provided, That it shall not be lawfui 
to make distress of the tools or implements of a 
trade or profession, beasts of the plough necessary 
for the cultivation of improved lands, arms, or 
apparel necessary for a family. 

Ec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of every owner, or his agent, of 
household furniture, or watches as aforesaid, 
within a collection district of any State in which 
said collection district lists of property shall not, 
under a general assessment herein have been 
directed . ee to be taken previously to the 
month of February in any year, by the assistant 
assessors, conformably to the act, entitled “An act 
for the assessment and collection of direct taxes 
and internal duties,” passed the twenty-second of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
or to any act subse oe, passed, to transmit, 
during the said month of February, in said year, 
to the principal assessor for the said collection 
district, a list in writing, stating the value of the 
household furniture, with the number and descrip- 
tion of watches, owned or possessed by such per- 
son; on failure to do which, every such person, 
whether owner or agent, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of one hundred dollars. And it shall be the 
duty of the principai assessor to cause a written 
or printed notice to be left. previous to the said 
month, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, at every inhabited house within the 
collection district, requiring every person to make 
out and render the lists Sania as aforesaid. 
And it shall be the duty of the principal assessor, 
every year, within sixty days ater the expiration 
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of the said month, to make out, and deliver to 
the collectcr, lists in the manner prescribed by 
the seventh and eighth sections of this act, and 
of the collector, thereupon, to proeers in all re. 
spects, as is required by the eighth and ninth sec- 
tions of this act, in cases where lists as aforesaid 
shall have been taken by the assistant assessors 
excepting so far as regards the times of paying 
the said duties, and of notifying and applying for 
the same, all of which shall be the same as those 
fixed in relation to the then existing direct tax 
becoming due, 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
provisions of the preceding section of this act 
shall, under the penalty thereby provided, be ob- 
served ip, and shall apply to, the several collection 
districts within the Territories, or districts. where- 
in no direct tax is laid, excepting that the col- 
lectors therein shall perform all theduties required 
thereby to be performed by the principal assessors : 
Provided, That, instead of the receipt of the col- 
lector, to the lists received from the principal 
assessor, the collector shall affix thereto a certifi- 
cate, that the same is correct, and shall lodge, 
with the marshal for the district, the copy of the 
general list, which would otherwise have re- 
mained with the principal assessor, which list 
shall remain with the marshal, and be open to 
the inspection of any person who may apply to 
inspect the same: And provided, That the times 
for paying the said duties in such collection dis- 
trict, and of notifying and applying for the same, 
shall be the same, relatively to the date of such 
certificate, as in the other collection districts they 
are required to be relatively to the date of the 
collector’s receipt. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, ‘That, in 
case any person shall be the owner of household 
furniture, a part of which shall be in one house 
and a part in another, the valuation of each part 
thereof shall be distinctly made. 

Src. 13, And be it further enacted, That, 
within the meaning of this act, household furni- 
ture shall be considered as including pictures, 
plate, clocks, and time pieces, (except watches,) 
and as excluding books, maps, and philosophical 
apparatus. 

ec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the 
objects taxed as aforesaid, which shall belong to 
any charitable, religious, or literary institution. 
ot which shall belong to the United States, or 
any State or Territory, or shall be permanently 
or specially exempted from taxation, at the time 
of passing this act, by the laws of the State or 
Territory wherein the same may be situate, shall 
be exempted from the aforesaid valuation and 
specification, and from the duties aforesaid. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That in 
cases in which it may be doubtful who is charge- 
able with the duties aforesaid, they shall be paid 
by the person in whose possession the articles 
taxed shall have been at the time of ascertaining 
the said duties, except where such person or his 
agent cannot, at the time of collecting the same, 
be found within the collection district in which 
they were ascertained, in which case they shall 
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be paid by the person then in possession of such 
ticles. 

"ao. 16. And be it further enacted, That, in 
case any errors shall be committed in collecting, 
making out, or rendering, the lists aforesaid, by 
the assistant or principal assessors, or the collect- 
ors, the same may and shall be corrected in such 
way, and within such time, as shall be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 17, And be it further enacted, That every 
collector shall give receipts for all sums by him 
collected under this act, which shall specify the 
value of the household furniture, with the num- 
ber and description of watches, for which a duty 
shall have been paid, 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the 
forms of lists and notifications required by this 
act, shall be prescribed by the Treasury Depart- 


ment. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall forcibly obstruct or hinder aay offi- 
cer in the execution of this act, or of any of the 
powers or authorities hereby vested in him, the 
person so offending shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That any 
assistant assessor who shall wilfully neglect or 
fail to perform any of the duties herein required 
to be performed, shall, for every such neglect or 
failure, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding one 
hundred dollars; and any principal assessor or 
collector who shall wilfully fail or neglect to per- 
form any of the duties herein required to be per- 
formed by him, shall, for every such neglect or 
failure, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, for 
peerenies the duties herein required, there shall 

annually allowed and paid, to each principal 
assessor, at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents 
for every thousand persons in his collection dis- 
trict, according to the previous census; to each 
collector, in districts in which the direct tax is 
not laid, there shall be annually allowed and paid, 
at the same rate; and to each assistant assessor, 
where the lists aforesaid shall be taken, there 
shall be allowed and paid, for taking the same, at 
the rate of five dollars for every hundred lists de- 
livered to the principal assessor, each of which 
lists shall contain the several objects herein taxed; 
besides which there shall be allowed and paid to 
each principal assessor or collector, for collection 
districts in which lists as aforesaid, under a gen- 
eral assessment therein, shall not be made by the 
assistant assessors, five dollars for every thousand 
persons in his collection district, according to the 
previous census, for delivering the notices re- 
quired to be left in the year one thousand eight 
eight hundred and fifteen, at each inhabited 
house: Provided, That no additional allowance 
shall be made to the said officers for any contin- 
gent expenses, other than for advertising, print- 
ing, and paper, that may be incurred by them in 
the discharge of the duties hereby required to be 
performed ; for the payment of which allowances, 
as well as those hereinafter authorized, seventy 
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thousand dollars, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, are 
hereby annually appropriated. 

Sec. 22, And be it further enacted, That, in 
cases where persons cannot be found to serve as 
principal or assistant assessors for the foregoing 
compensation, the President of the United diate 
is hereby empowered to make an additional al- 
lowance: Provided, That the whole sum so 
allowed shall not, in any one year, exceed ten 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the 
several provisions of “An act making further 
provision for the collection of internal duties, 
and for the appointment and compensation of 
assessors,” passed the second of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall and 
are hereby declared to apply in full force to 
the duties laid by, and to be colleeted under, 
this act, the same as if such duties and this 
act were recognised therein; whieh said duties 
shall be collected by the same collectors, in the 
same manner, for the same commissions, and un- 
der the same directions, as are thereby established 
in relation to the other internal duties; and all 
the obligations, duties, and er ome thereby im- 
posed upon collectors, are hereby imposed upon 
the collectors of the duties laid by this act. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in 
their respective districts, and they are hereby au- 
thorized, to collect the duties imposed by this act, 
and to prosecute for the recovery of the same, and 
for the recovery of any sum or sums which may 
be forfeited by virtue of this act. And all fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be incur- 
red by force of this act, shall and may be sued 
for and recovered in the name of the United 
States, or of the collector within whose district 
any such fine, penaity, or forfeiture, shall have 
been incurred, by bill, plaint, or information, one 
moiety thereof to the use of the United States, 
and the other moiety thereof to the use of the 
person who, if a collector, shall first discover, if 
other than a collector, shall first inform, of the 
cause, matter, or thing, whereby any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been incurred; 
and where the cause of action or complaiat shall 
arise or accrue more than fifty miles distant from 
the nearest place by law established for the hold- 
ing of a district court, within the district in whieh 
the same shall arise or accrue, such suit and re- 
covery may be had before any court of the State, 
holden within the said district, having jurisdic- 
tion in like cases. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That, to- 
wards establishing an adequate revenue to pro- 
vide for the payment of the expenses of Govern- 
ment; for the punctual payment of the public 
debt, principal and interest, contracted, and 
to be contracted, according to the terms of the 
contracts, respectively ; and for creating an ade- 
quate sinking fund, gradually to reduce, and 
eventually to extinguish, the public debt, con- 
tracted and to be contracted; the duties laid 
and imposed by this act shall continue to be 
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laid, levied, and collected, during the present 
war between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain, and until the purposes aforesaid shall be 
completely accomplished. And, for the effectual 
application of the revenue to be raised by and 
from the said duties to the purposes aforesaid, in 
due form of law, the faith of the United States 
is hereby pledged: Provided always, That when- 
ever Congress shall deem it expedient to alter, 
reduce,or change, the said duties, or either of them, 
it shall be lawful so to do, upon providing and 
substituting, by law. at the same time, and for 
the same purposes, other duties, which shall be 
equally productive with the duties so altered, re- 
duced, or changed. 
Approved, January 18, 1815. 





An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act 
providing for the indemnification of certain claimants 
of public lands in the Mississippi Territory.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, to appoint three fit and disinterested persons, 
to be and act as commissioners, by virtue of an 
act, entitled “An act providing for the indemni- 
ficatiun of certain claimants of public lands in the 
Mississippi Territory,” in the place of the Secre- 
tary of Staie, the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the Attorney General of the United States, for 
the time being; and the said persons are hereby 
coostitated aud appointed a board of commission- 
ers, any two of whom may act as a quorum, as 
in and by the act aforesaid is provided. Which 
board is hereby declared to be intended to effect 
the same purposes and services as the said origi- 
nal board; and is, in every respect, substituted 
for the same; aud is hereby authorized to exe- 
cute a!l the powers granted to, and directed to 
perform all the duties enjoined upon, the said 
original board of commissivners, according to the 
intent and provisions of the act aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioners to be appointed in pursuance of 
this act, shall meet at some suitable place within 
the District of Columbia, on the fourth Monday 
of January current, or as soon thereafter as may 
be, to enter on the duties assigned them. And 
that they shall proceed therein, as expeditiously 
as may be, and from time to time shall certify and 
report to the President of the United States, as 
to the sufficiency of the releases that shall have 
been made, and the claims they shall have finally 
onion and allowed, agreeably to the third sec- 
tion of the act to which this act is supplementary. 

Sec. 3. And be it further ennotel, That each 
of the said commissioners, before they proceed to 
execute their duties as such, shall take the fol- 
lowing oath, or affirmation, to wit: “I, A B, do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that | am not inter- 
ested in the event of any decision that may ve 
made by this board of commissioners, and that 
I will faithfully and impartially discharge and 
perform all the duties incumbent on me as a 
member thereof: and will adjudge and determine 


all the matters, claims, and controversies, subject 
to the adjudication and determination of this 
board, according to the best of my abilities, agree. 
ably to the laws of the United States, and the 
priociples of justice and en 

Sec. 4. And be it furthe? enacted That the 
said board of commissioners shall have power 
and authority to appoint a secretary, whose duty 
it shall be to receive, file, and preserve, the pa- 
pers, documents, and claims, that may be present- 
ed to, and received by, said board of commission. 
ers, and to enter and record all the orders, pro- 
ceedings, judgments, and determinations, of said 
board of commissioners. And one of said com- 
missioners shall administer an oath to such sec- 
retary, for the faithful discharge of his duty. And 
there shall be allowed and paid, out of the T. ea. 
sury of the United States, to each of the said 
commissioners, as well as to the secretary by them 
to be appointed, as a compensation for their re 
spective services under this act,and in full for the 
same, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars. 

Sec, 5. And be it further enacted, That furt\er 
time be, and hereby is, allowed to deposite in the 
office of the Secretary of State, releases to the 
United States, of claims under the act, or pre. 
tended act, of the State of Georgia, passed on 
the seventh day of January, seventeen hundred 
and ninety-five, and assignments of rights or 
claims to moneys paid into the treasury of the 
State of Georgia, and power to sue therefor; and 
also for recording, in the office of the Secretary of 
State, any deed or evidence of any title or claim 
that hath becn released to the United States or 
that shall be released on or before the day hereby 
appoinied, to wit: the third Monday in Marc) 
next. And so much of the act of Congress, pass. 
ed the third day of March, one thousand eight 
hundredand three, entitled “An act regulating the 

rants of lands of the United States south of the 
State of Tennessee,” and so much of the act to 
which this is supplementary, as exclude clain- 
ants from recording their claims after the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and four, 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said 
commissioners be, and hereby are, authorized and 
empowered to consider and determine all claims, 
that shall have been duly released to the United 
States, on or before the said third Monday of 
March, which may be made and preferred by as- 
signees of bankrupts, or executors, or administrators 
on estates of deceased persons, which may be in- 
solvent and subject to distributivn among the 
creditors of the persons so deceased. 

Approved, January 23, 1815. 





An Act to authorize the President of the United States 
to accept the services of State troops and of volun- 
teers. 

Be it enacted. ¢c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required to receive into the service of the 
United States any corps of troops which may 
have been, or may be, raised, organized, and of- 
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ficered, under the authority of any of the States, 
whose term of service shall not be less than twelve 
months; which corps, when received into the ser- 
vice of the United States, shall be subject to the 
rules and articles of war, and employed in the 
State raising the same, or in the adjoining State, 
and not elsewhere, except with the assent of the 
Executive of the State so raising the same: Pro- 
vided, That said corps shall not contain in the 
whole, exclusive of officers, more than forty thou- 
sand men; and that the number to be received in 
any State shall not exceed the number hereby ap- 

rtioned to such State: that is to say, in New 

ampshire, one thousand three hundred and eigh- 
teen. In Massachusetts, four thousand three 
hundred and ninety-five. In Vermont, one thou- 
sand three hundred and eighteen. In Rhode 
Island, four hundred and forty. In Connecticut, 
one thousand five hundred and forty. In New 
York, five thousand nine hundredand thirty-three. 
In New Jersey. one thousand three bundred and 
eighteen. In Pennsylvania, five thousand and 
filty-five. In Delaware, four hundred and forty. 
In Maryland. one thousand nine hundred and 
eighty. In Virginia, five thousand and fifty-five. 
In North Carolina, two thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-eight. In South Carolina, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty, In Georgia, one 
thousand three hundred and eighteen, Ion Ken- 
tucky, two thousand one hundred and oinety-six. 
In Ohio, one thousand three hundred and eigh- 
teen. In Tennessee, one thousand three hundred 
and eighteen. In Louisiana, two hundred and 
twenty. And be it further provided, That in 
case the President of the United States shall here- 
after call on the Executives of the several States, 
to hold in readiness their respective quotas of mi- 
litia for service, he shall consider the corps of 
State troops, raised in any State, as part of the 
quota of such State. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
corps as aforesaid, accepted under this act, shall 
be armed and equipped at the expense of the Uni- 
ted States, and shail be entitled to the same pay, 
clothing, rations, forage, and emoluments of every 
kind, and (bounty excepted) to the same benefits 
and allowances as the regular troops of the Uni- 
ted States. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be. and he is here- 
by, authorized to receive into the service of the 

nited States, any volunteers who may offer their 
services, to be organized in confurmity to the 
laws respecting the organization of the Military 
Establishment of the United States: Provided, 
That the whole number of such volunteers, who 
may be in service at any one time, exclusive of 
officers, shall not exceed forty thousand men. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers of the said volunteers shall be commis- 
sioned by the President of the United States ; 
and, while in actual service, the said volunteers 
Shall be entitled to the same pay, rations, forage, 
and emoluments of every kind, and (bounty ex- 
cepted) to the same benefits and allowances as 
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the regular troops of the United States, and shall 
be subject to the rules and articles of war. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
said volunteers may, at their option, be armed 
and equipped by the United States, or at their 
own expense; and in case they arm and equip 
themselves, to the satisfaction of the President of 
the United States, they shall each be entitled to 
receive six and one-quarter cents per day, while 
in actual service, for the use and risk of such 
arms andequipments: Provided, That the com- 
pensation thus allowed shall not in any case ex- 
ceed twenty-four dollars: And provided also, 
That uo rifle shall be received into the service of 
the United States, whose calibre shall be formed 
to carry a ball of a smaller size than at the rate 
of seventy balls to a pound weight. 

Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, That the said 
volunteers, if employed in service for a term not 
less than twelve months, may, at their option, be 
clothed at their own expense or by the United 
States; and in case they furnish their own clo- 
thing, they shall be entitled to receive in money 
asum equal to the cost of the clothing allowed 
to the regular troops of the United States. 

Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That when- 
ever any noncommissioned officer, musician, or 
private, having served in any cf the corps of State 
troops or volunteers, raised by virtue of this act, 
during two years, or who, having engaged to 
serve two years, shall have been discharged in 
consequence of the termination of the present 
war, shall have obtained from the commanding 
officer of his company, battalion, or regiment, a 
certificate that he had faithfully performed his 
duty whilst in service, he shall be allowed, in 
addition to the emoluments allowed in this act, 
one hundred and sixty acres of land: and the 
widow and children, and if there be no widow 
or child, then the parents of such noncommis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, as may 
have engaged for a term of service not less than 
two years, and who may be killed in action or 
die in the service, shall likewise be allowed the 
said quantity of one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, which shall be surveyed and granted in the 
manuer provided by the act, entitled “An act to 
provide for the designating, surveying, and grant- 
lng, the military bounty lands.” 

Sec. 8. And be it forte enacted, That the 
appointment of the officers of the said volunteers, 
if received into the service of the United States 
for the term of twelve months, or for a longer 
term, shall be submitted to the Senate for their 
advice and consent, at their next session, after 
commissions for the saine shall have been issued. 

Sec. 9. And be tt further enacted, That, if the 
whole number of forty thousand mea,authorized by 
the first section of this act, shall not be furnished 
by the States, it shall be lawful for the President 
of the United States to suppy the deficiency, by 
accepting the services of volunteers to the num- 
ber of such deficiency : Provided, ‘That the whole 
number of State troops and volunteers together, 
accepted under the provisions of this act, shall 
not exceed eighty thousand men. 
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Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
expenses incurred under this act, shall be def rayed 
out of the appropriations which are, or which 
may be, authorized, for defraying the expenses of 
calling ont the militia for the defence of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Approved, January 27, 1815. 





An Act to prohibit Intercourse with the Enemy, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That it shall be lawful for 
any collector, naval officer surveyor, or inspector 
of the customs, as well in an adjoining district as 
that to which he belongs, to enter on board, search 
and examine, any ship, vessel, boat, or raft, an 
if he shall find on board the same any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, which he shail have prob- 
able cause to believe are subject to duty, the pay- 
ment of which is intended to be evaded, or have 
been imported into the United States in any man- 
ner contrary to law, it shall be his duty to seize 
and secure the same for trial. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for any collector, naval officer, surveyor, 
or inspector of the customs, as well in any adjoin- 
ing district, as that to which he belongs, to stop, 
search, and examine, any carriage or vehicle of 
any kind whatsoever, and to stop any person trav- 
elling on foot, or beast of burden, on which he 
shall suspect there are any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, which are subject to duty, or which 
shall have been introduced into the United States 
in any manner contrary to law; and if such offi- 
cer shall find any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
on any such carriage, vehicle, person travelling 
on foot, or beast of burden, which he shall have 
eae cause to believe are subject to duty, or 

ave been unlawfully introduced into the United 
States, he shall seize and secure the same for trial. 
And if any of the said officers of the customs shall 
suspect that any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
which are subject to duty, or which shall have 
been introduced into the United States contrary 
to law, are concealed in any particular dwelling- 
house, store, or other building, he shall, upon 
proper application, on oath, to any judge or jus- 
tice of the peace, be entitled to a warrant, directed 
to such officer, who is hereby authorized to serve 
the sanfe, to enter such house, store, or other 
building, in the day time only, and there to search 
and examine whether there are any such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, which are subject to duty, 
or have been unlawfully imported; and if, on 
such search or examination, any such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall be found, which 
there shall be probable cause, for the officer mak- 
ing such search or examination, to believe are 
subject to duty, or have been unlawfully intro- 
duced into the United States, he shall seize and 
secure the same for trial. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any 
citizen or citizens of the United States, or ve 
person or persons inhabiting the same, shall 
transport, or attempt to transport, over land, 
or by water, in whatsoever way, or by whatso- 
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ever means, naval or military stores, arms, or 
munitions of war, cattle, live stock, any articles 
of provisions, cotton, tobacco, goods, money, or 
oo of any kind, from any place in the Upj- 
ted States, to any of the provinces or territory 
belonging to the enemy, or of which they may 





‘| be in possession, such naval or military stores 


arms, or the munitions of war, cattle, live stock. 
articles of provisions, cotton, tobacco, goods, 
money, or other supplies, together with the car. 
riage or wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, raft, or 
vehicle, of whatsoeer kind, or horse, or other beast 
by which they, or any of them, are transported, 
or attempted to be transported, shall be forfeited 
to the use of the United States, and the person or 
persons so offending, or aiding or privy to the 
same, shall forfeit and pay, to the use of the United 
States, a sum equal in value to the said enu- 
merated articles, or other supplies, forfeited as 
aforesaid, as well as of the carriage, wagon, cart, 
sleigh, vessel, boat, raft, or other vehicle, or beast 
used to transport the same; and the said citizens 
and persons so offending, their aiders and abettors, 
and also the owner or owners of any of the said 
enumerated articles, or other supplies, knowing of 
such illegal act, and the owner or owners of the 
carriage, wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, raft, or 
other vehicle, or beast, used with his, or her, or 
their, knowledge avd consent, to transport the 
same, shall, moreover, be considered as guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and be liable to be fined, in any 
sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and im- 
prisoned for a term not exceeding three years: 
Provided, That nothing herein shall be con- 
strued to prohibit any transportation, for the use 
or account of the United States, or any of them, 
or the supply of their troops or armies, whatso- 
ever they — be. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every 
collector, naval officer, surveyor, and inspector of 
the customs, shall, on probable cause, have full 
power and authority to seize, stop, search for, 
detain, and keep in custody, until it shall have 
been ascertained whether the same shall have 
been forfeited or not, all naval or military stores, 
arms, or the munitions of war, cattle, live stock, 
articles of provisions, cotton, tobacco, goods, 
money, or other supplies, transported, or attempt- 
ed to be transported, contrary to the provisions 
of the next preceding section of this act, as well 
as the carriage, wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, 
raft, or other vehicles, beast or beasts, used to 
transport the same. And if the officers author- 
ized as aforesaid, or any of them, shall have prob- 
able cause to suspect a concealment in any part- 
ticular dwelling-house, store, or building, of any 
naval or military stores, arms, or munitions of 
war, cattle, live stock, articles of provisions, cot- 
ton, tobacco, goods, money, or other supplies, 
with intent to be conveyed or transported, con- 
trary to the provisions of the next preceding sec- 
tion of this act, they, or either of them, shall, 
upon proper application, supported by oath or 
affirmation, to any judge or justice of the peace, 
be entitled to a warrant, directed to such officer, 
who is hereby authorized to serve the same, to 
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enter such dwelling-house, store or other build- 
ing, in day time only, and there to search for such 
said enumerated articles or other supplies, as 
aforesaid; and in case any be found, to seize, de- 
tain, and keep in custody, until it shall have been 
forfeited or not; and if such unlawful intent exist, 
as aforesaid, any judge or justice, acting upon 
probable cause, aforesaid, is hereby authorized 
and required, on the owner or owners of such 
enumerated articles, or other supplies, being 
brought, on due process, before him, to hold him 
or them to security in a sufficient sum, with suf- 
ficient bail for his or their good behaviour, as a 
person or persons suspected, upon probable cause, 
as aforesaid, of carrying on trade or intercourse 
with the enemy; the said authority to bind to 
good behaviour, to extend also to the persons hav- 
ing the custody or charge of such prohibited ar- 
ticles or other supplies, with knowledge of the 
criminal intention to transport them as aforesaid ; 
Provided always, That the necessity of a search 
warrant, arising under this act, shallin no case 
de considered as applicable to any carriage, wa- 
gon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, or other vehicle, of 
whatever form or construction, employed as 4 
medium of transportation, or to packages, on any 
animal or animals, or carried by man on foot. 
And provided also, That all the said enumerated 
articles or other supplies, which shall be seized 
by virtue of this act, shall be put into, and remain 
in the custody of the collector, or such other per- 
son as he shalt appoint for that purpose, until it 
shall have been ascertained whether the same 
have been forfeited or not. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 

collector of the customs shall have authority. 
with the approbation of the principal officer of 
the Treasury Department, to employ, within his 
district, such number of proper persons, as inspec- 
tors of the customs, as he shall judge necessary, 
who are hereby declared to be officers of the cus- 
toms ; and the said inspectors, before they enter on 
the duties of their offices, shall take and subscribe, 
before the collectors appointing them, or before 
some magistrate, within their respective districts, 
authorized by law to administer oaths, the follow- 
ing oath or affirmation, to wit: “I———, 
having been appointed an inspector of the cus- 
toms, within and for the distric3, of ——, do 
solemnly, sincerely, and truly, swear or affirm 
cS the case may be,) that I will diligently and 
aithfully execute the duties of the said office of 
inspector, and will use my best endeavors to pre- 
vent and detect frauds and violations against the 
laws of the United States; I further swear, or 
affirm, that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States.” 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That any 
collector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector, 
when proceeding to make any search or seizure 
authorized by this act, shall be, and is hereby, 
empowered to command any person who shall be 
within ten miles of the place where such search 
or seizure shall be made, to aid and assist such 
officer in the discharge and performance of his 
duty therein; and if any person, being so com- 
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manded, shall neglect or refuse to aid and assist 
such officer in making such search or seizure, the 
person so neglecting or refusing shall forfeit and 
pay a@ sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, 
and not less than fifty dollars. And such officer 
may also demand, in cases of resistance, the assist- 
ance of the marshal of the district, or any of his 
deputies, who shall call upon the posse of the dis- 
trict, if necessary, in his or their judgment, to 
render effectual the execution of this act; and 
all citizens or inhabitants of the district above 
the age of eighteen years, and able to travel, who 
refuse or neglect, on proper notice from the mar- 
shal, or any of his deputies, to join such posse 
shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, an 
be liable to be fined, in any sum not exceeding 
three hundred doi.ars, and be imprisoned, for any 
term not exceeding three months. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
forfeitures and penalties mentioned in this act 
shall be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, cr 
inflicted, by action of debt, or by information or 
indictment, in any court competent to take cog- 
nizance thereof and try the same; and that all 
forfeitures and penalties, so recovered, by virtue 
of this act, shall, after deducting all proper costs 
and charges, be disposed of as follows: one moiety 
shall be for the use of the United States, and be 
paid into the Treasury thereof, by the collector 
recovering the same; the other moiety shall be 
divided between,-and paid in equal proportions 
to, the collector and naval officer of the district 
and surveyor of the port, wherein the same shall 
have been incurred, or to such of the said officers 
as there may be in the said district; and in dis- 
tricts where only one of the aforesaid offices shall 
have been established, the said moiety shall be 
given to such officer: Provided, That where the 
seizure shall have been made by any inspector 
or inspectors, out of the presence of the collector, 
naval officer, or surveyor, such inspector or inspec- 
tors shall be entitled, in addition to such other 
compensation as may be allowed them, to twenty- 
five per cent. on the moiety herein given to the 
collector, naval officer, and surveyor, as aforesaid, 
or to either of them: And provided also, That in 
all cases where such penalties and forfeitures 
shall be recovered, in pursuance of information 
given to such collector, naval officer, or surveyor, 
by any private informer, the one-half of such 
moiety shall be given to such informer, and the 
remainder thereof shall be disposed of between 
the collector, naval officer, and surveyor, in man- 
ner aforesaid, and the same allowance of twenty- 
five per cent. to inspectors, when the seizure is 
made by them as aforesaid: And as like- 
wise, That whenever the value of the property 
seized, condemned, and sold, under this aet, shall 
be less than two hundred and fifty dollars, that 
part of the forfeiture which accrues to the United 
States, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
shall be applied to the payment of the costs of 
prosecution: And it is further provided, That if 
any officer, or other person, entitled to a part or 
share of any of the penalties or forfeitures incurred 
in virtue of this act, shall be necessary as a wit- 
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ness, on the trial for such penalty or forfeiture, 
such officer or other person may bea witness 
upon the said trial, but in such case he shall not 
receive, or be entitled to, any part or share of the 
said penalty or forfeiture, and the part or share 
to which he otherwise would have been entitled 
shall revert to the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
suit or prosecution be commenced in any State 
court, against any collector, naval officer,surveyor, 
inspector, or avy other officer, civil or wallsvery, 
or any other person aiding or assisting, agreeable 
to the provisions of this act, or under color thereof, 
for anything done, or omiited to be done, as an 
officer of the customs, or for anything done by 
virtue of this act, or under color thereof, and the 
defendant shall, at the time of entering his appear- 
ance in such court, file a petition for the removal 
of the cause for trial at the next circuit court of 
the United States to be holden in the district 
where the suit is pending, and offer good and suf- 
cient surety for his entering bail in such court, on 
the first day of its session, copies of said process 
against him, and also for his there appearing at the 
courtand entering special bail in the cause, if special 
bail was originally required therein, it shall then 
be the duty of the State court to accept the surety, 
and proceed no further in ‘the cause, and the bail 
that shall have been originally taken shall be dis- 
charged ; and such copies being entered as afore- 
said in such court of the United States, the cause 
shall there proceed in the same manner as if it 
had been brought there by original process, what- 
ever may be the amount of the sum in dispute, 
or damages claimed, or whatever the citizenship 
of the parties, any former law to the contrary 
notwithstanding: and any attachment of the goods 
or estate of the defendant, by the original process, 
shall hold the goods or estate so attached to an- 
swer the final judgment, in the same manner as 
by the laws of such State they would have been 
holden to answer final judgment, had it been ren- 
dered by the court in which the suit was com- 
menced. And it shall be lawful, in any action 
or prosecution which may be now pending, or 
hereafter commenced, before any State cuurt 
whatever, for anything done, or omitted to be 
done, by the defendant, as an inspector or other 
officer of the customs, after final judgment, for 
either party to remove and transfer, by appeal, such 
decision, during the session or term of said court, 
at which the same shall have taken place, from 
such court to the next circuit court of the United 
States, to be held in the district in which such ap- 

1 shall be taken in manner aforesaid ; and it 
shall be the duty of the person taking sue!: appeal, 
to produce and eater in the said circuit court ate 
tested copies oi the process, proceediags, and judg- 
ment, in such cause; and it shall also be competent 
for either party, within six months of the rendition 
of a judgment in any such cause, by writ of error, 
or other process, to remove the same to the circuit 
court of the United States of that district in 
which such judgment shall have been rendered, 
and the said circuit court shall thereupon proceed 
to try and determine the facts and the law in such 
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action, in the same manner as if the same had 
been there originally commenced; the judgment 
in such case notwithstanding. And any hail 
which may have been taken, or property attached 
shal! be holden on the final judgment of the said 
circuit court in such action, in the same manner 
as if no such removal and transfer had been made 
as aforesaid ; and the State court from which any 
such action may be removed and transferred as 
aforesaid, upon the party’s giving good and sufii- 
cient security for the prosecution thereof, shall 
allow the same to be removed and transferred, 
and proceed no further in the case: Provided, 
however, That if the party aforesaid shall fail duly 
to enter the removal and transfer as aforesaid in 
the circuit court, agreeable to this act, the State 
court, by which judgment shall have been ren- 
dered, and from which the transfer and removal 
shall have been made as aforesaid, shall be author- 
ized, on motion for that purpose, to issue execu- 
tion, and to carry into effect any such judgment, 
the same as if no such removal and transfer had 
been made: Provided nevertheless, That this act 
shall not be construed to apply to any prosecution 
for an offence involving corporal punishment. 
And provided also, That no such appeal shall be 
allowed in aoy crimival action or prosecution, 
where final judgment shall have been rendered in 
favor of the defendant, or respondent, by the State 
court; and in any action or prosecution against 
any person as aforesaid, it shall be lawul for such 
person to plead the general issue, and give this 
act and any special matter in evidence. And if, 
in any such suit, the plaintiff is nonsuit, or judg- 
ment pass against him, the defendant shall recover 
double costs. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in any 
suit or prosecution against any person, for any 
act or thing done as an officer of the customs, or 
any person aiding or assisting such officer therein, 
and judgment shall be given against the defendant 
or respondent, if it shall appear to the court, be- 
fore which such suitor prosecution shall be tried, 
that there was probable cause for doiug such act or 
thing, such court shall order a proper certificate 
or entry to be made thereof, and in such case the 
defendant or respondent shall not be liable for 
costs, nor shall he be liable to execution, or to 
any action of damages, or to any other mode of 
prosecution for the act done by him as aforesaid : 
Provided, That such property or articles may be 
held in custody by the defendant, if any be, after 
judgment, forthwith returned to the claimant or 
claimants, his, her, or their, agent or agents. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That no 
citizen, or person usually residing within the 
United States, shall be permitted to cross the 
frontier into any of the provinces or territory be- 
longing to the enemy, or of which he may be 
possessed, without a passport first obtained from 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, or 
other officer, civil or military, authorized by the 
President of the United States to grant the same, 
or from the Governor of a State or Territory ; 
nor shall any citizen, or person residing as afore- 
said, of his own accord, upon any pretence what- 


4 


nt 
‘il 
d, 


[ wa VS 


vr vevw wv Fy 


a 


‘aa Rien etica i Oils Wiig aakeacls 





soever, be permitted, without such passport, to go 
on board of any of the ships, or vessels, or boats, 
of the enemy, on the Lakes, along the seaboard. 
or elsewhere within the bays, sounds, rivers, or 
waters, of the United States, or to hold any inter- 
course with such enemy, or with any officer there- 
of; nor shall any citizen, or person residing as 
aforesaid, be permitted, without such passport, 
to visit or go to any camp of the enemy estab- 
lished within the limits of the United States, or 
elsewhere, or to hold any intercourse with the 
same, or with any officer beloaging thereto ; and 
whosoever shall voluntarily offend against any of 
the prohibitions aforesaid, mentioned in this sec- 
tion, shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and liable to be fined in any sum not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, and to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding three years. And every 
person coming from any of the enemy’s pro- 
vinces or territory, into the United States, shall 
report himself forthwith, or as soun as practica- 
ble thereafter, to the military commander, or to 
the collector, or other chief officer of the customs, 
of the district within which he may first arrive, 
upon pain, wherever the same is omitted, of be- 
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of the present war between the United States 
and Great Britain, and no longer: Provided, 
That the termination of the said war shall not be 
construed to stop or annul any proceedings that 
may theretofore have been commenced, or con- 
cluded, or in any way destroy or impair any 
rights or privileges accruing under, secured, or 
given, by virtue of this act, but applicable to any 
transaction prior thereto, the same proceedings 
shall and may be had as though this act were in 
full force. 

Approved, February 4, 1815. 





An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to 
amend the act laying duties on licenses to retailers 
of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan- 
dise, and fur other purposes.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That the fourth section of 
the act, entitled “An act to amend the act laying 
duties on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise, and for other 
purposes,” shall be construed to extend toand in- 
clude any still, boiler, or other vessel, used io 
distiliation, burnt or otherwise destroyed, whether 


ing liable to the same prosecution and punish- | the burning or destruction have taken place be- 


ment, as is above provided in cases of unlawfu! 
intercourse with the enemy, without the author- 
ity of a passport. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That any 
person or persons found hovering upon the fron- 
tier, near any of the provinces or territory belong- 
ing to the enemy, or of which he may be pos- 
sessed, or travelling towards and near the same, 
at a distance from his or their usual place of 
abode or residence, and without any lawful busi- 
ness requiring his or their attendance there, and 
without a passport, shall be liable to be held to 
security for his or their good behaviour, in the 
manner pointed out in the fourth section of this 
act, as a person or persons suspected, upon probable 
cause, of being engaged in unlawful trade or in- 
tercourse with the enemy: Provided always, 
That nothing contained in any part of this act 
shall be construed to alter, in any respect, the 
law of treason. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful! for the President of the United 
States, or such other person as he shall have em- 
powered for that purpose, to employ, under pro- 
per instructions, to be by him given, in cases of 
resistance, such part of the land and naval forces 
of ihe United States, or the militia thereof, as 
shall he judged necessary, for the purpose of aid- 
ing and co-operating with the officers of the cus- 
toms, and all other civil magistrates, in seizing and 
securing persous engaged, or suspected, upon pro- 
bable cause as aforesaid, to be engaged, in unlawful 
trade or intercourse with the enemy as aforesaid, 
together with the articles or supplies, or vessels, 
boats, vehicles, or animals, employed as aforesaid, 
in such trade or intercourse, and searching for 
and seizing any property subject to duty, or which 
has been unlawtully imported. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That this 


act shall continue in force during the continuance 





fore or since the passage of the above recited act. 
Approved, February 4, 1815. 





An Act attaching to the Canton District, in the State 
of Ohio, the tract of land lying between the fvot of 
the rapids of the Miama of Lake Erie and the Con- 
necticut western reserve. 


Be it enacted, §c., That all that tract of land 
lying between the foot of the rapids of the river 
Miami of Lake Erie and the Western line of the 
Connecticut reserve, in the State of Ohio, which 
was ceded to the United States, by certain tribes 
of Indians, at a treaty concluded at Brownstown, 
in the Michigan Territory, on the twenty-filth 
day of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight, shall be attached to, and made a part 
of, the district of Canton. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That in sur- 
veying and dividing the lands by this act attach- 
ed to the district of Canton, the ordinary mode of 
surveying the public lands shall be so far deviated 
from, that the boundary lines of the tracts to be 
laid off therein shall be run parallel to, and at right 
angles with, the road laid out in conformity with 
the said treaty, and in every other respect the 
surveys shall be made in the same manner, and 
for the same compensation allowed for the sur- 
veying, the other public lands northwest of the 
river Ohio. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 
lands by this act attached to the district of Can- 
ton, shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, 
under the direction of the register of the land 
office and the receiver of public moneys of the 
said district, at such time and place as the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall designate by pro- 
clamation for that purpose; and the sales shall 
remain open one week, and no longer; and the 
said lands shall, in every respect, be sold on the 
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same terms and conditions as have been provided 
for the sale of other lands of the United States. 
All the lands in the said tract, remaining unsold 
at the close of the said sales, may be disposed of 
at private sale by the register of the land office 
of the said district,on the same terms and condi- 
tions as are provided for the sale of other public 
lands in the same district; and patents shall be 
obtained in the same manner as in case of other 
lands of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
aforesaid register and receiver of public moneys 
shall, each, receive four dollars per day for each 
se attendance on the public sales directed by 
this act. 


Approved, February 4, 1815. 


An Act for giving further time to the purchasers of 
public lands to complete their payments. 


Be it enacted, §c., That every person who, 
after the first day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, and prior to the first day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and eleven, had pur- 
chased any tract or tracts of land of the United 
States, not exceeding in the whole six hundred 
and forty acres, at any of the land offices of the 
United States, and whose lands have not al- 
ready been actually sold or reverted to the Uni- 
ted States, for non-payment of part of the pur- 
chase money, shall be, and they hereby are, al- 
lowed the further time of three years, from and 
after the expiration of the period already given 
by law, for compisting the payment of the pur- 
chase money aforesaid; which further time of 
three years shall be allowed only on the follow- 
ing conditions : first, all arrears of interest on the 
purchase money shall be paid on or before the 
expiration of the time for completing the pay- 
ment of the purchase money according to former 
laws: Provided, That in all cases in which the 
time for completing the payment of the purchase 
money may have expired, or shall expire, before 
the first day of June next, the interest may be 
paid on or before that day: second, the residue 
of the sum due on account of the principal of 
such purchase shall be paid, with interest thereon, 
in three equal annual payments, as follows, viz: 
one-third of the said sum, with the interest due 
thereon, within one year; one-third of the said 
sum, with the interest due thereon, within two 
years; and the residue, with the interest due 
thereon, within three years, after the expiration 
of the time for completing the payments on such 
purchases according to law. And in case of fail- 
ure to pay the arrears of interest, or any of the 
three instalments of principal, with the accruing 
interest, at the time above-mentioned, the tract 
of land shall be forthwith advertised and offered 
for sale, in the manner and on the terms directed 
by law in case of lands not paid within the time 
limited by law,-and shall revert to the United 
States in like manner, if the same is not sold at 
such sale. 


Approved, February 4, 1815. 
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An Act to alter and amend the several acts for estab. 
lishing a Navy Department, by adding thereto 
Board of Commissioners. 


Be it enacted, §c.. That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint three officers of the Navy, whose rank 
shall not be below a post captain, who shall con- 

stitute a Board of Commissioners for the Navy of 
the United States; and shall have power to adopt 
such rules and regulations for the government of 
their meetings as they may judge expedient; and 
the board so constituted shall be attached to the 
office of the Secretary of the Navy, and, under 
his superintendence, shall discharge all the mipis- 
terial duties of said office, relative to the procure- 
ment of naval stores and materials, and the con- 
struction, armament, equipment, and employment 
of vessels of war, as well as all other matters 
connected with the Naval Establishment of the 
United States. And the said board shall appoint 
their own secretary, who shall receive, in com- 
pensation for his services, a sum not exceeding 
two thousand dollars per annum, who shall keep 
a fair record of their proceedings, subject at 
all times to the inspection of the President of 
the United States and the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said Board of Commissioners, by and with the 
consent of the Secretary of the Navy, be, and are 
hereby, authorized to prepare such rules and regu- 
lations as shall be necessary for securing an uni- 
formity in the several classes of vessels and their 
equipments, and for repairing and refitting them, 
and for securing responsibility in the subordinate 
officers and agents; which regulations, when ap- 
proved by the President of the United States, 
shall be respected and obeyed until altered and 
revoked by the same authority, and the said rules 
and regulations, thus prepared and approved, shall 
be laid before Congress at their next session. [t 
shall also be the duty of said board, upon the re- 
quisition of the Secretary of the Navy, to furnish 
all the estimates of expenditure which the several 
branches of the service may require, and such 
other information and statements as he may deem 
necessary. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 

officer of the said board holding the oldest com- 
mission shall preside; and each Commissioner 
shall be entitled to receive, in compensation for 
his services, three thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum, in lieu of wages, rations, and other 
emoluments, as naval officers; and all letters and 
packets to and from the said Commissioners, 
which relate to their official duties, shall be free 
from postage. 
_ Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act shall be construed to take from the 
Secretary of the Navy his control and direction 
of the naval forces of the United States, as now 
by law possessed. 


Approved, February 7, 1815. 
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An Act to authorize the purchase of a tract of land for 
the use of the United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States, and he is 
hereby authorized, to cause to be purchased, for 
the use of the United States, the whole, or such 
part, of that tract of land situate adjoining the 
village of Plattsburg, in the State of New York, 
on which Forts Moreau and Brown, and other 
works, barracks, arsenals, hospitals, and other 
public buildings now stand, as shall be by him 
udged requisite for the military purposes of the 

nited States. 

Approved, February 8, 1815. 











An Act for the better regulation of the Ordnance De- 
partment. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the 
passage of this act, the Ordnance department shall 
consist of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, two 
majors, ten captains, ten first lieutenants, ten 
second lieutenants, and ten third lieutenants. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Colonel, or senior officer of the Ordnance depart- 
ment, is authorized to enlist, for the service of 
that department, for five years, as many master 
armorers, master carriage makers, master black- 
smiths, artificers, armorers, carriage makers, black- 
smiths, and laborers, as the public service, in his 
judgment, under the directions of the Secretary 
for the Department of War, may require. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Colonel of the Ordnance de- 
partment to direct the inspection and proving of 
all pieces of ordnance, cannon balls, shot, shells, 
small arms, and side arms, and equipments, pro- 
cured for the use of the armies of the United 
States; and to direct the construction of all can- 
non and carriages, and every implement and ap- 
paratus for ordnance, and all ammunition wagons, 
travelling forges, and artificer’s wagons, the in- 
spection and proving of powder, and the prepara- 
uon of all kinds of ammunition and ordnance 
stores. And it shall also be the duty of the 
Colonel, or senior officer of the Ordnance depart- 
ment, to furnish estimates, and, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary for the Department of War, 
to make contracts and purchases for procuring 
the necessary supplies of arms, equipments, ord- 
nance, and ordnance stores. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Colonel of the Ordnance department shall organ- 
ize and attach to regiments, corps, or garrisons, 
such number of artificers, with proper tools, car- 
riages, and apparatus, under such regulations and 
restrictions relative to their government and num- 
ber, as, in his judgment, with the approbation of 
the Secretary for the Department of War, may 
be considered necessary. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
Colonel of the Ordnance department, or senior 
officer of that department of any district, shall 
execute all orders of the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, and, in time of war, the orders of 
any General, or field officer, commanding any 
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army. garrison, or detachment, for the supply 
of all arms, ordnance, ammunition, carriages, 
forges, and apparatus, for garrison, field, or siege 
service. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the 
keepers of all magazines and arsenals shall, quar- 
terly, or oftener, if so directed, and in such manner 
as directed by the Colonel of the Ordnance de- 
partment, make correct returns to the Colonel, or 
senior oflicer, of the Ordnance department, of all 
ordnance, arms, and ordnance stores, they may 
have in charge. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
costs of repairs of damages done to arms, equip- 
ments, or implements, in the use of the armies of 
the United States, shall be deducted from the pay 
of any officer or soldier in whose care or use the 
said arms, equipments, or implements were when 
the said damages occurred: Provided, The said 
damages were occasioned by the abuse or negli- 
gence of the said officer or soldier. And it is 
hereby made the duty of every officer command- 
ing regiments, corps, garrisons, or detachments, 
to make, once every two months, or oftener if so 
directed, a written report to the Colonel of the 
Ordnance department, stating all damages to arms, 
equipments, and implements, belonging to his 
command, noting those occasioned by negligence 
or abuse, and naming the officer or soldier by 
whose nesligence or abuse the said damages were 
occasioned. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
Colonel of the Ordnance department shall make, 
half yearly, to the War Department, or oftener, 
if the Secretary for that Department shall so di- 
rect, a correct report of the officers, and all arti- 
ficers, and laborers in his Department; also, of all 
ordnance, arms, military stores, implements, and 
apparatus, of every description, and in such form 
as the Secretary for the Department of War shall 
direct. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That to in- 
sure system and uniformity in the different public 
armories, they are hereby placed under the direc- 
tion of the Ordnance department. And the Col- 
onel of the Ordnance department, under the 
direction of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, is hereby authorized to establish depots of 
arms, ammunition, and ordnance stores, in such 
parts of the United States, and in such numbers, 
as may be deemed necessary. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
Colonel of the Ordnance department, under the 
direction of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, is bereby authorized to draw up a system of 
regulations for the government of the Ordnance 
department, forms of returns and reports, and for 
the uniformity of manufactures of all arms, ord- 
nance, ordnance stores, implements, and appara- 
tus, and for the repairing and better preservation 
of the same. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
pay, emoluments, and allowances, for the officers 
of the Ordnance department, shall be the same as 
the pay, emoluments, and allowances, now al- 
lowed to officers of similar grades, respectively, 
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in the artillery of the United States. And that 
the pay of a master armorer shall be thirty dol- 
lars per month, and one and a half rations per 
day; of a master carriage maker, thirty dollars 
per month, and one and a half rations per day ; 
of a master blacksmith, thirty dollars per month, 
and one and a half rations per day. The pay of 
armorers, carriage makers, or blacksmiths, each, 
sixteen dollars per month, and one and a half ra- 
tions per day; the pay of artificers, thirteen dol- 
lars per month, and one ration per day; and the 
pay of laborers, nine dollars per month, and one 
ration per day; and to all of the said workmen, 
artificers, and laborers, the same clothing, and 
other allowances, as are allowed to privates of 
infantry in the Army of the United States, except 
clothing to the master workmen. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States is hereby author 
ized to continue in the service, under this act, all 
the officers of the Ordnance department in service 
on the passage of the same, or to transfer them to 
other corps of the Army of the United States. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
Colunel of the Ordnance department is hereby 
allowed, at the rate of one thousand dollars per 
year, for clerks, and such books and stationery as 
may be necessary to his department. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the 
act passed May the fourteenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, entitled “An act for the bet- 
ter regulation of the Ordnance department,” and 
the sections of any other acts, coming within the 
purview of any of the sections of this act, be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 

Approved, February 8, 1815. 





An Act to amend the act laying duties on licenses to 
retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise. 

Be it enacted, §c., That nothing contained in 
the first section of the act laying duties on licenses 
to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, shall be construed to extend to vine 
dressers who sell, at the place where the same is 
made, wine of their own growth, nor shall any 
vine dresser, for vending solely at the place where 
the same is made, wine of his own growth, be 
compelled to take out license as a retailer of 
wine. 

Approved, February 8, 1815. 





An Act making appropriations for repairing or rebuild- 
ing the public buildings withi: the City of Wash- 
ington. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States cause to be repaired, or rebuilt, 
forthwith. the President’s house, Capitol, and 
public offices, on their present sites, in the City of 
Washington, and that he be authorized to borrow, 
at an interest not exceeding six per centum per 
annum, from any baok or banks within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or from any individual or in- 
dividuals, a sum not exceeding five hundred 


thousand dollars, to be applied exclusively to that 


object. 
Approved, February 13, 1815. 





An Act in addition to the act to regulate the laying 
out and making a road from Cumberland, in the 
State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, in addition to the un- 
expended balance of the sum heretofore appro- 
priated for laying out and making a road from 
Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to the 
State of Ohio, the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, and to be expended, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, 
in making said road between Cumberland, in the 
State of Maryland, and Brownsville, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, commencing at Cumberland; 
which sum of one hundred thousand dollars shall 
be repaid out of the fund reserved for laying out 
and making roads to the State of Ohio, by virtue 
of the seventh section of an act, passed on the 
thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and two, entitled “An act to enable the people of 
the eastern division of the Territory Northwest 
of the river Ohio to form a constitution and State 
government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the ori- 
ginal States, and for other purposes,” 

Approved, February 14, 1815. 





An Act making appropriations for the support of Gov- 
ernment, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the 
contingent expenses of the several departments 
and offices; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and 
stationery for the same ; for the payment of an- 
nuities and grants, for the support of the Miat 
establishment; for the expense of intercourse with 
foreign nations; for the support of light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers; and for satisfy- 
ing certain miscellaneous claims, the following 
sums be, and the same are hereby, respectively, 
appropriated ; that is to say; ’ 

For compensation granted by law to the mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
their officers, and attendants, three hundred and 
eighteen thousand and four dollars. 

or the expense of firewood, stationery, print- 
ing, and all other contingent expenses of the two 

Houses of Congress, fifty-two thousand eight hun- 

dred dollars. 

For the expenses of the Library of Congress, 
including the Librarian’s allowance, for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, eight hun- 
dred dollars. 

For compensation to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
clerks, and persons employed in that department, 
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including a clerk on old records, and a clerk and 
messenger in the Patent Office, fifteen thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-eight dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
said Cepartment, not exceeding fifteen per centum 
on the sum allowed by the act, entitled “An act 
to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, 
and to authorize the laying out certain public 
roads, and for other purposes,” one thousand 
seventy-two dollars and fifty cents. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of 
the said department, ane the expense of 
printing and distributing ten thousand four hun- 
dred copies of the laws of the third session of the 
thirteenth Congress, and printing the laws in 
newspapers, twelve thousand eight hundred and 
seventy dollars. 

For the cost of one thousand copies of a new 
edition of the laws of the United States, as au- 
thorized by the act of the eighteenth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, in- 
eluding aa additional volume, to be comprised in 
the said edition, eighteen thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For the expense of reprinting five hundred and 
sixteen copies of the laws of the first and second 
sessions of the thirteenth Congress, captured by 
the enemy, seven hundred and seventy-four dol- 
lars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office. 
including one thousand dollars fur an additional 
clerk, authorized by the act of the eighteenth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
fourteen thousand two hundred ninety-nine dol- 
lars and eighty-one cents, 

For expense of translating foreign languages, 
allowance to the person employed in transmitting 
passports and sea letters, and for stationery and 
printing in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, one thousand five hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, including the sum of two thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars for compensation 
to his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, fifteen thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-six dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 

contingent expenses, in the Comptroller’s office, 
eight hundred dollars. 
- For compensation to the Auditor of the Treas- 
ury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
including the sum of one thousand dollars, for 
compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, thirteen 
thousand two hundred and twenty-one dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses, in the Auditor’s office, five 
hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, including the sum 
of one thousand dollars, for compensation to his 
clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act 
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of the twenty first of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, seven thousand two hundred 
twenty-seven dollars and forty-five cents. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses, in the Treasurer’s office, six 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, clerks, and persons employed 
in his office, including the sum of three thousand 
dollars, for compensation to his clerks, in addition 
to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty-fifth 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
thirteen thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses of the General Land Office, 
three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, twelve thousand four hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses of the Revenue Office, six 
thousand six hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the Trea- 
sury. clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
inelading the sum of one thousand dollars, for 
compensation to his clerks, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the twenty first of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, seventeen 
thousand and fifty-two dollars and two cents. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the Treasury Department, not exceeding fifteen 
per centum on the sum allowed by the act, en- 
titled “ An act to regulate and fix the compensa- 
tion of clerks, and to authorize the laying out cer- 
tain public roads, and for other purposes,” six 
thousand six hundred and thirty-four dollars and 
nine cents. ; 

For compensation to the messenger of the Re- 
gister’s office, for stamping and arranging ship’s 
registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses of the Register’s office, three 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel, and other contingent expenses of the 
Treasury Department, including rent of the houses 
occupied by the said department during a part of 
the year one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, and the whole of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, and compensation of a 
superintendent and two watchmen, employed for 
the security of the Treasury buildings, six thou- 
sand nine hundred and twenty dollars. 

For the purchase of fire engine aad fire buckets 
for the Treasury Department, one thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the purchase of books, maps, and charts, for 
the T'reasury Department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, two hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, in- 
cluding the sum of three thousand nine hundred 
and sixty dollars, for compensation to his clerks, 
in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 











twenty-first of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and six, and the sum of three hundred dollars for 
assistant messengers, twenty thousand five hun- 


dred and ten dollars. _ 
For expense of stationer 


lars. 


For compensation to the Accountant of the 
War repentant clerks, and persons employed 
ce, including the sum of fourteen thou- 

sand two hundred and seventy-five dollars, for 
compensation of his clerks, in addition to the 
sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and six, twen- 
ty-five thousand eight hundred and twenty-five 


in his o 


dollars. 


For contingent expenses in the office of the 


Accountant of the 
sand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the War Department, not exceeding fifteen per 
centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 


ar Department, one thou- 


‘“‘ An act to regulate and fix the compensation of 


clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes,” two thou- 
sand two hundred and twenty-six dollars. 

For compensation to the Paymaster of the 
Army, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
fifteen thousand seven hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Pay- 
master of the Army, two thousand two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Superintendent Gene- 
ral of Military Supplies, clerks, and persons em- 
ployed in his office, ten thousand four hundred 
and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Superintendent General of Military Supplies. one 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks in the Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s office, one thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissary General 
of Purchases, and the clerks in his office, ten thou- 
sand dollars. 

For anlage expenses in the office of the 
Commissary General of Purchases, one thousand 
dollars, 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, 
clerks, and persons employed in bie office, in- 
cluding the sum of one thousand six hundred 
dollars, for compensation of his clerks, in addi- 
tion to the sum allowed by the act of the twenty- 
first of April, one thousand eight hundred and six, 
eleven thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Secretary of the Navy, including office rent, three 
thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Accountant of the 
Navy, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
including the sum of three thousand dollars for 
compensation of his clerks, in addition to the 
sum allowed by the act of the twenty-first of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and six, thir- 
teen thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 
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y, printing, fuel, and 
other contingencies, in the office of the Secretary 
of War, including office rent, three thousand dol- 
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For contingent expenses in the office of the Ac. 
countant of the Navy, including house rent, one 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks ip 
the Navy Lapa not exceeding fifteen per 
centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
“An act to regulate and fix the compensation of 
clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes,” one thou- 
sand nine hundred and thirty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, 
Assistant Postmasters General, clerks, and per- 
sons employed in the General Post Office, inclu- 
ding the sum of five thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-five dollars, for compensation of the clerks 
in the General Post Office, in addition to the sum 
allowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, twenty-two 
thousand and ten dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the General Post 
Office, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the General Post Office, not exceeding fifteen per 
centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
“An act to regulate and fix the compensation of 
clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes,” one thou- 
sand four hundred and one dollars and seventy- 
five cents. 

For compensation to the several Commission- 
ers of Loans, and for allowance to certain Com- 
missioners of Loans in lieu of clerk hire, fourteen 
thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks of sundry Com- 
missioners of Lvans, including a sum of three 
thousand dollars, in addition to the amount here- 
tofore allowed by law, and to defray the author- 
ized expenses of the several Loan Offices, thirteen 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor General and 
his clerks, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor of Lands 
South of Tennessee, and his clerks, and for the 
contingent expenses of his office, three thousand 
two hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the officers and clerks of 
the Mint, ten thousand one hundred dollars. 

For wages to the persons employed in the dif- 
ferent operations of the Mint, including the sum 
of six hundred dollars allowed to an assistant en- 
graver, seven thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of iron and ma- 
chinery, rents, and other contingent expenses of 
the Mint, three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For allowance of wastage in the gold and sil- 
ver coinage, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Mississippi Territory, nine thou- 
sand dollars, 

For stationery, office-rent, and other contingent 
expenses of said Territory, three hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges and 
Secretary of the Indiana Territory, six thousand 


six hundred dollars. 


For stationery, office-rent, and other contingent 
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expenses of said Territory, three hundred and 
fifty dollars. } 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Missouri Territory, seven thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars. 

For stationery, office-rent, and other contingent 
expenses of said Territory, three hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Michigan Territory, six thou- 
sand six hundred dollars. 

For stationery. office-rent, and other contingent 
expenses of said Territory, three hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Illinois Territory, six thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For stationery, office-rent, and other contin- 
gent expenses of said Territory, three hundred 
and fifty dollars. ; 

For the discharge of such demands against the 








United States, on account of the civil department, | 


not otherwise provided for, as shall have been ad- 
mitted in due course of settlement at the Treas- 
ury. two thousand dollars. 
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expenses of Ministers to foreign nations, and of 
Secretaries of Legation, one hundred and nine 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with the Bar- 
bary Powers, ten thousand dollars. 

or the relief and protection of distressed Amer- 
ican seamen in foreign countries, fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For expenses of agents at Paris and Copenha- 
gen, in relation to prize causes and captures of 
American vessels, tour thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
against the United States, not otherwise provided 
for, as shall have been admitted in due course of 
settlement at the Treasury, four thousand dollars. 

For paying to Augustus McKinney and Lazel 
Bancroft the amount of a judgment remitted by 
act of Congress, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the board of commission- 
ers appointed to carry into effect the act of the 
thirty-first of March, one thousand eight hundred 


| and fourteen, for indemnifying certain claimants 


For compensation granted by law to the Chief | of public land in the Mississippi Territory, six 


Justice, the Associate Judges, and District Judges, 
of the United States, including the Chief Justice 


thousand dollars. 
For stationery, office rent, and other contingent 


and Associate Judges of the District of Colum- | expenses, of the last mentioned board of commis- 
bia, and the Attorney General; and also inclu-|sioners, a sum not exceeding twelve hundred 
ding the sum of one thousand dollars, short ap- | dollars. 


propriated in the year one thousand eight hundred 


For the discharge of the claim of Farrington 


and fourteen, for the salary of the District Judge | Barkelow, granted him by act of Congress for iis 


of Louisiana, sixty-four thousand dollars. 


relief, one thousand one hundred and sixty-eight 


For the compensations of sundry District At- | dollars and twenty-five cents. 


torneys and Marshals, as granted by law, inclu- 
ding those in the several Territories, seven thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, 
Circuit, and District Courts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia, and of jurors, 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and for defraying 
the expenses of prosecutions for offences against 
the United States, and for the safekeeping of 
prisoners, forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions, granted 
by the late Government, eight hundred and sixty 
dollars, 

For the payment of the annual allowance to 
the invalid pensioners of the United States, nine- 
ty-eight thousand dollars. 

For the relief and support of sick and disabled 


For the compensation of the Commissioners 
of the Navy Board, ten thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the secretary of the Navy 
Board, two thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made shall be 
paid and discharged out of the fund of six hun- 
dred thousand dollars, reserved by the act making 
provision for the debt of the United States, and 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved, February 16, 1815. 





An Act for the relief of the inhabitants of the late 
county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, 
who suffered by earthquakes. 


Be it enacted, §c., Tnat any person or persons 


seamen, in addition to the funds already appro- | owning lands in the county of New Madrid, in 


priated by law, twenty thousand dollars. 
For the maintenance and seers of light- 


houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, stake- 


| the Missouri Territory, with the extent the said 


county had on the tenth day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve, and whose 


ages of channels, bars, and shoals, including re- | lands have been materially injured by earth- 
pairs and improvements, and contingent expenses, | quakes, shall be, and they are hereby, authorized 
twenty-four thousand two hundred and ninety- | to locate the like quantity of land on any of the 
nine dollars and eleven cents. | public lands of the said Territory, the sale of 
For the support and safekeeping of prisoners of | which is authorized by law: Provided, That no 
war, five hundred thousand dollars. | person shall be permitted to locate a greater quan- 
For defraying the expenses of ascertaining land | tity of land under this act, than the quantity con- 
titles in Louisiana, eight thousand dollars. firmed to him, except the owners of lots of ground 
For the salaries, allowances, and contingent | or tracts of land of less quantity than one hundred 
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and sixty acres, who are hereby authorized to lo- 
cate and obtain any quantity of land, not exceed- 
ing one hundred and sixty acres, nor shall any 
person be entitled to locate more than six hun- 
dred and forty acres, por shall any such location 
include any lead mine or salt spring: And pro 
vided, also, That in every case where such joca 
tion shall be made according to the provisions of 
this aci, the title of the person or persons to the 
Jand injure: as aforesaid, shall revert to. and be- 
come absolutely vested in, the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever it shall appear to the recorder of land titles 
for the Territory of Missouri, by the oath or 
affirmation of a competent witness, or witnesses, 
that any person or persons are entitled to a tract 
or tracts of land under the provisions of this act, 
it shall be the duty of the said recorder to issue a 
certificate thereof to the claimant or claimants ; 
and upon such certificate being issued, and the 
location made, on the application of the claim- 
anis, by the principal deputy surveyor for said 
Territory, or under his direction, whose duty it 
shall be to cause a survey thereof to be made, and 
to return a plat of each location made to the said 
recorder, together with a notice in writing, desig- 
nating the tract or tracts thus located, and the 
name of the claimant on whose behalf the same 
shall be made; which notice and plat the said re- 
corder shall cause tu be recorded in his office, and 
shail receive from the claimant, for his services 
on each claim, the sum of two dollars, for re- 
ceiving the proof, issuing the certificate, and re- 
cording the votice and plat, as aforesaid ; aud the 
surveyor shall be entitled to the same compeusa- 
tion for his services from the party applying, as 
is allowed for surveying the public lands of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the recorder of land titles to trans- 
mit a report of the claims allowed, and locations 
made, under this act, to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, and shall deliver to the party 
a certificate, stating the circumstances of the case, 
and that he is entitled to a patent for the tract 
therein designated ; which certificate shall be filed 
with the said recorder within twelve wonths 
afier date, and the recorder shall thereupon issue 
a certificate in favor of the party, which certifi- 
caie, being transmitted to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, shall entitle the party 
to a patent, to be issued in like manner as is pro- 
vided by law for other public lands of the United 
States. 

Approved, February 17, 1815. 





An Act giving further time to complete the surveys, 
and obtain the patents, for lands located under Vir- 
ginia resolution warrants. 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That the officers and sol- 
diers of the Virginia line on Continental establish- 
ment, or their legal representatives, to whom land 
warrants have issued by virtue of any resolution 
of the Legislature of Virginia, as a bounty for ser- 
vices which, by the laws of Virginia, passed prior 
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to the cession of the Northwestern Territory to the 
United Siates, entitled such officers and soldiers 
to bounty lands, and whose location of such war. 
rants shall have been made prior to the twenty- 
third day of March, ove thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, shall be allowed the further time of 
two years from the passing of this act to complete 
their surveys and obtain their patents for the 
Jand located as aforesaid: Provided, That sur- 
veys shall be made, and patents granted on the 
aforesaid locations, under the same regulations, 
restrictions, and provisions, in every respect, as 
were prescribed fur the making of surveys and 
granting of patents by the act, entitled “An act 
authorizing patents to issue for lands located and 
surveyed by virtue of certain Virginia resolution 
warrants,” passed on the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and seven. 
Approved, February 22, 1815. 








An Act requiring the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, in the Uon- 
gress of the United States, to give security for the 
faithful application and disbursement of the contin- 
gent funds of the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives. 


Be it enacted, §c., That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, respectively, within 
ten days after the passage of this act, to give bond 
to the United States, with one or more sureties, 
to be approved by the Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury ; each bond in eee sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars, with condition for the faithful ap- 
plication and disbursement of such contingent 
funds of the respective Houses as shall come into 
their hands, which bonds shall be deposited in the 
Comptroller’s office. And it shall be the duty of 
each and every Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, who may here- 
after be chosen, to give bond as aforesaid, within 
thirty days after he enters upon the discharge of 
the duties of bis said office. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the passage of this act, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, to deposite all 
money belonging to the United States, which 
may come into their hands, in one of the banks 
in the District of Columbia; and all debts paya- 
ble by said ee or Clerk, on account of the 
Senate or House of Representatives, shall be paid 
by a draft, in favor of each creditor. on the bank 
where the money of Government may be de- 
posited. 

Approved, February 23, 1815. 





An Act for the regulation of the Courts of Justice o! 
Indians. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Judges of the Gen- 
eral Court of the Indiana Territory shall, in each 
and every year, hold two sessions of the said court, 
at Vincennes, in the county of Knox, on the first 
Mondays in February and September; at Cory- 
don, in the county of Firion, on the third Mon- 
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in February and September; and at Brook- 
ville, in the county of Franklin, on the first Mon- 
days next succeeding the fourth Mondays of Feb- 
ruary and September; which courts, respectively, 
shall be composed of at least two of the judges 
appointed by the Government of the nited 
States; and no person or persons, acting under 
the authority and appointment of the said Terri- 
tory, shall be associated with the said judges. 

Approved, February 24, 1815. 





An Act to authorize the issuing of Treasury Notes, for 
the service of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to cause Treasury notes, for a sum not exceed- 
ing twenty-five millions of dollars, to be prepared, 
signed, and issued, at the Treasury of the United 
States, in the manner hereafter provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes shall be, respectively, signed in 
behalf of the United States by persons to be ap- 

inted for that. purpose by the President of the 

nited States, two of whom shall sign each note; 
and they shall receive, as a compensation for that 
service, at the rate of seventy-five cents for every 
hundred notes thus signed by them, respectively ; 
and the said notes shall likewise be countersigned 
by theRegister of the Treasury, or, in case of his 
sickness or absence, by the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
Treasury notes shall be prepared of such denomi- 
nations as the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States shall, from time to time, direct; and such 
of said notes as shali be of a denomination less 
than one hundred dollars shall be payable to 
bearer, and be transferable by delivery alone, and 
shall bear no interest ; and such of the said notes 
as shall be of the denomination of one hundred 
dollars, or upwards, may be made payable to order, 
and transferable by delivery and assignment, en- 
dorsed on the same, and bearing an interest from 
the day on which they shall be issued, at the rate 
of five and two-fifths per centum per annum; or 
they may be made payable to bearer, and transfer- 
able by delivery alone, and bearing no interest, as 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approba- 
= of the President of the United States, shall 

irect. 

Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the holders of the aforesaid Treas- 
ury notes not bearing an interest, and of the 
Treasury notes bearing an interest at the rate of 
five and two-fifths per centum per annum, to pre- 
sent them at any time, in sums not less than one 
hundred dollars, to the Treasury of the United 
States, or to any commissioner of loans; and the 
holders of said Treasury notes not bearing an in- 
terest, shall be entitled to receive therefor the 
amount of the said notes in a certificate or certifi- 
cates of funded stock, bearing interest at seven per 
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centum per annum, and the holders of the afore- 
said Treasury notes bearing an interest at the rate 
of five and two-fifths per centum, shall be entitled 
to receive therefor the amount of the said notes, 
ineluding the interest due on the same, in a like 
certificate or certificates of funded stock, bearing 
an interest of six per centum per annum, from the 
first day of the calendar month next ensuing that 
in which the said notes shall thus be, respectively, 
presented, and payable quarter yearly, on the 
same days whereon the interest of the funded debt 
is now payable. And the stock thus to be issued 
shall be transferable in the same manner as the 
funded stock of the United States; the interest 
on the same, and its eventual reimbursement, 
shall be effeeted out of such fund as has been, or 
shall be, established by law for the payment and 
reimbursement of the funded public debt con- 
tracted since the declaration of war with Great 
Britain. And the faith of the United States is 
hereby pledged to establish sufficient revenues, 
and to appropriate them, as an addition to the said 
fund, if the same shall, at any time hereafter, 
become inadequate for effecting the purpose afore- 
said: Provided, however, and be it further enacted, 
That it shall be lawful for the United States to 
reimburse the stock thus created, at any time 
after the last day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-four. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause the Treasury notes which, in pursuance of 
the preceding section, shall be delivered up and 


‘| exchanged for funded stock, and also the Treas- 


ury notes which shall have been paid to the Uni- 
ted States for taxes, duties, or demands, in the 
manner hereinafter provided, to be reissued, and 
applied anew, to the same purposes, and in the 
same manner, as when originally issued. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasury notes authorized to be issued by this 
act, shall be everywhere received in all payments 
to the United States. On every such payment 
the note or notes shall be received for the amount 
of both the principal and the interest, which, on 
the day of such payment, may appear due on such 
of the notes as shall bear interest, thus given in 
payment; and the interest on the said notes bear- 
ing an interest shall, on such payments, be com- 
puted at the rate of one cent and one-half of a cent 
per day, on every hundred dollars of principal ; 
and each month shall be computed as containing 
thirty days. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any 
person making payment to the United States in 
the said Treasury notes, into the hands of any 
collector, receiver of public moneys, or other pub- 
lic officer or agent, shall, on books kept according 
to such forms as shall be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, give duplicate certificates 
of the number and respective amount of each and 
every Treasury note, and of the interest thereon, 
in case the same shall bear interest, thus paid by 
such person: and every collector, receiver of pub- 
lic moneys, or other public officer or agent, who 
shall thus receive in payment any of the said 
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Treasury notes bearing interest, shall, on payment 
of the same into the Treasury, or into one of the 
banks where the public moneys are or may be 
deposited, receive credit, both for the pa 
and for the interest, computed as aforesaid, which 
on the day of such last mentioned payment, shal 
appear due on ‘the note or notes thus paid in: 
Pr ided always, That in the settlement of his 
accounts he shall be charged for the interest ac- 
crued on such note or notes, from the day on 
which the same shall have been received by him 
in payment as aforesaid to the day on which the 
same shall be paid by him as aforesaid: And pro- 
vided, also, That no charge or deduction, on ac- 
count of interest, shall be made in respect to any 
bank into which payments as aforesaid may be 
made to the "Jnited States, either by individuals, 
or by collectors, receivers, or other public officers 
or agents, and which payments shall be received 
by such bank as specie, and credit given to the 
Senor of the United States for the amount 
thereof, including the interest accrued and due on 
such notes, from the day on which the same shall 
have been received by such bank, on account of 
the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to cause the said Treasury 


notes to be issued at the par value thereof, in pay- | 


ment of services, of supplies, or of debts, four which 
the United States are or may be answerable b 

law, to such person and persons as shall be will- 
ing to accept tlle same in payment; and to de- 
posite portions of the said notes in the loan offices, 
or in State banks, for the purpese of paying the 
same to the public creditors as aforesaid; and to 
borrow money on the credit of the said notes; or 
to sell the same, at a rate not under par; and it 
shall be a good execution of this provision, to pay 
such notes to such bank or banks as will receive 
the same at par, and give credit to the Treasurer 
of the United States for the amount thereof, on 
the day on which the said notes shall thus be is- 
sued and paid to such bank or banks, respectively. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the holder of any Treasury 
notes issued, or authorized to be issued, under 
any laws heretofore passed, to convert the same 
into certificates of funded debt, upon the same 
terms, and in the same manner, hereinbefore pro- 
vided, in relation to the Treasury notes authorized 
by this act, bearing an interest of five and two- 
fifths per centum. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, Thatasum 
of forty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, for 
defraying the expense of preparing, printing, en- 
graving, signing, and otherwise incident to the 
issuing, of the Treasury notes authorized by this 
act. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, Thatif any 
person shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or 
cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, or 
counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 


APPENDIX. 
Public Acts of Congress. _ 





1924 





making, forging, or counterfeiting, any note, jp 
imitation of, or purporting to be,a Treasury note 
as aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or cause o; 
procure to be falsely altered, or willingly aid o; 
assistin falsely altering,any Treasury note, issued 
as aforesaid; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or 
attempt to pass, utter, or publish, as true, any 
false, forged, or counterfeited, note, Urporting to 
be a Treasury note as aforesaid, knowing the 
same to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited ; 
or shall pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass. 
utter, or publish, as true, any falsely altered Trea. 
sury note, issued as aforesaid, knowing the same 
to be falsely altered; or shall be, directly or jp. 
directly, knowingly concerned in any of the of. 
fences aforesaid,every such person shall be deem. 
ed and adjudged guilty of felony; and, being 
thereof convicted due course of law, shall be 
sentenced to be imprisoned and kept to hard |a- 
bor, for a period not less than three years, nor 
more than ten years, and be fined in a sum not 
exceeding five thousand dollars. 
Approved, February 24, 1815. 





An Act to provide additional revenue for defraying the 
expenses of Government, and maintaining the pub. 
lic credit, by laying a direct tax upon the District of 
Columbia. 

Be it enacted, §c., That a direct tax of nineteen 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-eight dollarsand 
forty cents be, and is hereby, annually laid upon 
the District of Columbia, which shall be assessed 
and laid upon the same descriptions of property, 
in thesame manner, and be collected and account- 
ed for likewise in the same manner, as is provided 
by the “Act to provide additional revenues for 
defraying the expenses of Government, and main- 
taining the public credit, by laying a direct tax 
upon the United States, and to provide for assess- 
ing and collecting the same,” and the several acts 
referred to therein, or which may be passed 
amendatory thereof; for which purpose there shall 
be appointed a principal assessor for the District 
of Columbia, who, with such deputies as he may 
appoint, shall have the like qualifications and 
powers, receive the like compensations, discharge 
the like duties, and be subject to the like penal- 
ties, with the other principal or assistant asses- 
sors: Provided, That the said principal assessor 
shall, in addition to the powers of the other prin- 
cipal assessors, exercise the same powers and dis- 
charge the same duties devolved on the board of 
principal assessors, established by the said act; 
and the tax lists, made out by him conformably 
thereto, shall be delivered to the collector within 
one hundred and twenty days from the first day 
of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, on which day the said principal as- 
sessor shall direct and cause the several assistant 
assessors in his district, to inquire after and coa- 
cerning all lands, lots of ground, with their im- 
provements, dwelling-houses, and slaves, liable to 
taxation: And provided, That the collector o! 
the said district shall, himself, retain the list ot 
property lying within the said district, not owned. 
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cupied, or superintended, by some person resi- 
Gad therein; a shall proceed to discharge the 
like duties that are performed in the respective 
States, by the collectors designated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for receiving said list. 
aw 2. And be tt further enacted, That the 
rincipal assessor and assistant assessors for the 
istrict of Columbia, shall discharge the like du- 
ties required by the “Act to provide additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by laying 
duties on household furniture, and on gold and 
silver watches,” to be performed in the respective 
States by the assessors, anything in the tenth sec- 
tion of the said act to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing ; which said duties, and all other acts therein 
required to be done, as well by the said officers as 
by individuals, subject to the said act, shall be 
performed within the District of Columbia, under 
the penalties, for neglect or omission, thereby pre- 
scribed, and in point of time, relatively to the said 
first day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, and in every year thereafter, 
relatively to such day as may be fixed by law for 
the performance of the like duties and acts in the 
several States. 
Approved, February 27, 1815. 








An Act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a duty on gold, silver, and 
plated ware, and jewelry and paste work, manufac- 
tured within the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the 
eighteenth day of April next, there shall be paid 
upon all gold, silver, and plated ware, and jew- 
elry and paste work, except time pieces, which 
shall thereafter be manufactured or made for sale 
within ithe United States, or the Territories there- 
of, a duty of six per centum ad valorem, by the 
manufacturer thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the duty 
aforesaid shall be imposed, paid, collected, and 
accounted for, in like manner, and subject to the 
like provisions and penalties, as the duties im- 
posed by the “Act to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of Government, and 
maintaining the public credit, by laying duties 
on various goods, wares, and merchandise, manu- 
factured within the United States,” passed the 
eighteenth day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, all the provisions of which 
act shall apply to the duty hereby imposed, and 
to those by whom it shall be payable, the same 
as if it were specifically inserted among the du- 
tiable objects enumerated in the first section 
thereof. 

Approved, February 27, 1815. 





An Act to repeal certain acts concerning the flotilla 
service, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the first 
day of April next, the act, entitled “An act au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
cause to be built barges, for the defence of the 
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ports and harbors of the United States,” passed 
the fifth day of July, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen ; and also an act, en- 
titled “An act authorizing the appointment of 
certain officers fur the flotilla service,” passed the 
sixteenth day of April, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, shall be repealed and 
cease to be in force. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
barges and other vessels composing the flotilla 
establishment, (they being first divested of their 
gunsand military stores, which are to be carefull 
preserved,) shall be sold or laid up under the di- 
rection of the President of the United States, and 
the moneys arising therefrom paid into the Trea- 
sury thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 
commissioned and warrant officers, and all the 
privates, who shall be discharged in consequence 
of the repeal of the acts aforesaid, shall be enti- 
tled to receive four months’ pay, over and above 
what may be due to them, respectively, at the 
time of their discharge. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to cause all the armed vessels thereof 
on the Lakes, except such as he may deem ne- 
cessary to enforce the proper execution of the 
revenue laws, to be sold or laid up, as he ma 
judge most conducive to the public interest ; suc 
vessels being first divested of their armament, 
tackle, and furniture, which are to be carefully 
preserved. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the act 
entitled “An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause to be built, or purchased, 
the vessels therein mentioned,” passed the fifteenth 
day of November, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed ; and the President of the United States 
is hereby, authorized to cause to be sold such of 
the vessels acquired under the said act as he may 
deem inexpedient to be retained in the public ser- 
vice; and to cause the moneys arising therefrom 
to be paid into the public Treasury. 

Sec. 6. And be ut further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be sold, they being 
first divested of their guns and military stores, 
which are to be carefully preserved, such and so 
many of the gunboats belonging to the United 
States, as in his judgment may no longer be ne- 
cessary to be retained for the public service; and 
such of the warrant officers and privates as may 
be discharged in consequence of such sale, shali 
be entitled to receive four months’ pay, over and 
above what may be due to them at the time of 
their discharge. 

Approved, February 27, 1815. 





An Act to amend and extend the provisions of the act 
of the sixteenth of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, entitled “An act confirming cer- 
tain claims to land in the Illinois Territory, and pro- 
viding for their location.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That the western boundary 








ee ee ae 


pe ON es ee fe ome oe 


7 Kary 
net ean rane 


_—— 
oe et eee 


ina IE es Ph an vk Xe elie Na ARE! 





ener 








1927 


APPENDIX. 





1928 


Public Acts of Congress. 








of the tract of country set apart by the act of the 
sixteenth of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, entitled “An act confirming certain 
claims to land in the Illinois Territory, and pro- 
viding for their location,” be extended upon the 
river Mississippi, to the middle thereof, so as to 
include all islands in said river, between the mid- 
dle and eastern margin, throughout the length 
of said line; and that all or any of thesaid islands 
shall be subject to be appropriated under the said 
recited act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 

roviso contained in the fourth section of the be- 
ore recited act be repealed, so far as it regards 
persons settled on fractions of sections or quarter 
sections containing less than one hundred and 
sixty acres; and that such persons, under the 
like circumstances, shall be considered as entitled 
to all the rights, benefits, and advantages, speci- 
fied in the said fourth section, as those settled on 
sections or quarter sections, and also to any right, 
privilege, or advantage, secured by this act: Pro- 
vided, however, That such persons shall not be 
permitted, in such cases, to take less than the 
whole quantity of such fractional quarter section 
on which they are respectively settled. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person or persons, who settled on and improved 
any of the lands in thesaid Territory, reserved for 
the use of schools or seminaries of learning, before 
the fifth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, and who would have had 
the right of pre-emption thereto had not the same 
been reserved as aforesaid, shall be entitled to the 
pre-emption of the like quantity of other land, 
upon the same terms, and under the same restric- 
tions, provided by the fourth section of the said 
recited act, to be located on any lands within the 
boundary specified in this and the said recited 
act, not otherwise appropriated ; and such persons 
shall also be entitled to the benefit of, and subject 
to, the restrictions contained in this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all and 
every person or persons entitled to the pre-emption 
of lands, under the fourth section of the before 
recited act, who failed to locate their claims within 
the time limited in said act, and which lands have 
been appropriated by others, shall be entitled to 
the pre-emption of the like quantity as they could 
have appropriated under the said act, or under 
the provisions of this act, to be located on any 
land within the boundary specified in this and 
the said recited act, not previously appropriated. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatall and 
every person or persons, entitled tothe pre-emption 
of lands under the provisions of this act, shall 
conform to, and be governed by, the rules pre- 
scribed in the said recited act, in locating, proving, 
and completing, their titles respectively, except 
in cases where the same is changed by this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the register of the land office for 
the district of Kaskaskia to give notice, by an ad- 
vertisement inserted, for one month, in at least 
one newspaper published in the said Territory, to 
all persons entitled to pre-emption in the peréliase 


of any tract of land, by virtue of this or the before 
recited act, that they may make such purchase 
on application to him at his office, on or before 
the first day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen; and every person fail- 
ing or refusing to enter, with the said register 
the land to which the right of pre-emption is so 
secured, notice being given as before mentioned, 
within the time aforesaid, shall lose his, her, or 
their, right of pre-emption. 

Sec. 7. And | be it further enacted, That the lo- 
cations of any confirmed claim, made by virtue 
of any authority given by the commissioners ap- 
pointed to examine the claims of persons to land 
in the Illinois Territory, shall be, and the same 
are hereby, confirmed: Provided, That the provi- 
sions of this section shall not be so construed as 
to extend to any locations made by any person or 
persons without any authority from the commis. 
sioners aforesaid ; nor shall it affect the.claims of 
eo other person or persons. 

Ec. 8, And be it further enacted, That the 
register and receiver of public moneys of the land 
office at Kaskaskia shall be allowed the same 
commission, respectively, on the confirmed claims, 
which have been or shall be received in payment 
for land entered at the said office, as they are now 
entitled toon moneys received in payment for 
lands sold, calculating the value of the confirmed 
claims at the rate of two dollars per acre. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for Ann Gilham to locate any unappro- 
priated quarter section within the Illinois Terri- 
tory; and whenever the said Ann Gilham shall 
enter, with the register of the land office at Kas- 
kaskia, any unappropriated quarter section, it shall 
be the duty of the register to issue, to the said 
Ann Gilham, a certificate specifying therein the 
quarter section so located; and it shall be the 
duty of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent for the land so located, 
whenever the certificate aforesaid shall be pre- 
sented to him for that purpose. 

Approved, February 27, 1815. 





An Act to repeal certain acts therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted, ¢c., That the act, entitled “An 
act to authorize the President of the United 
States to accept the services of State troops, and 
of volunteers,” and the act, entitled “An act to 
authorize the raising a corps of sea fencibles,” be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Approved, February 27, 1815. 





An Act in addition to the act regulating the Post 
Office Establishment. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the Postmaster Gen- 
eral be, and is hereby, authorized to allow to the 
postmasters, respectively, such commission on the 
moneys arising from the postage of letters, news- 
papers, and packets, as shall be adequate to their 
respective services and expenses: Provided, That 
the said commission shall not exceed the follow- 
ing several rates on the amount collected in one 
quarter; that is to say: 
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On a sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty 
ollars, twent r cent. 
. Ona sum sak anccoding four hundred and fifty 
dollars, seventeen per cent. 

Ona sum not exceeding three thousand dollars, 
thirteen per cent. 

On aay ou over three thousand six hundred 
dollars, five per cent. 6) 

He may also allow the postmasters at distribu- 
ting post offices, a commission of four per cent. 
on any sum of postages distributed, not exceeding 
four thousand dollars, and a commission of three 

r cent. on any sum of postages distributed over 

our thousand dollars. 

He may also allow to such postmasters as re- 
ceive and despatch foreign mails, a sum not ex- 
ceeding twenty-five dollars per quarter year, for 
that service ; and he may augment the commis- 
sion of those postmasters who receive the mail 
regularly between the hours of nine o’clock in the 
evening and five o’clock in the morning, from 
twenty to thirty-three and one-third per cent. on 
one hundred and fifty dollars received in each 
quarter. 

He may also allow to each postmaster one cent 
for each free letter delivered out of his office, and 
one cent for each free letter originally received 
by him and forwarded by mail. 

He may also allow to each postmaster ten cents 
for every monthly register of the arrival and de- 
parture of the mail, returned to the General Post 
Office. The Postmaster General may also allow 
to the postmasters, respectively, a commission of 
thirty-three and one-third per cent. on the amount 
of postages which they shall collect on newspa- 
pers, magazines, and pamphlets; but no allow- 
ance for distribution, or for free letters, shall be 
made to any postmaster who shall collect postages 
to the amount of five thousand dollars in one 
quarter. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That this 
act shall be in force on and after the first day of 
April next, and thereupon all other acts and clauses 
thereof, providing compensation or allowance to 
any postmaster or postmasters, shall cease to have 
effect, and are hereby repealed: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
affect, alter, or repeal, the provisions of the fortieth 
section of the act regulating the Post Office Es- 
tablishment. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General be authorized to have the 
mail carried in any steamboat, or other vessel, 
which shall be used as a packet, in any of the 
waters of the United States, on such terms and 
conditions as shall be considered expedient: Pro- 
vided, That he do not pay more than three cents 
for each letter, and each packet, and more than 
one half cent for each newspaper, conveyed in 
such mail. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of every master or manager of any 
steamboat, packet, or other vessel, which shail 
pass from one part or place to another part or 
place, in the United States, where a post office is 
established, to deliver, within three hours after 














his arrival, if in the day time, and within two 
hours after the next sunrise, if the arrival be in 
the night, all letters and packets addressed to, or 
destined for, such port or place, to the postmaster 
there, for which he shall be entitled to receive of 
such postmaster two cents for every letter or 
packet so delivered, unless the same shall be car- 
ried or conveyed under a contract with the Post- 
master General ; and if any master or manager 
of a steamboat, or other vessel, shall fail so to de- 
liver any letter, or packet, which shall have been 
brought by him, or shall have been in his care, 
or within his power, he shall incur a penalty of 
thirty dollars for every such failure. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person employed on board any steamboat, or other 
vessel employed as a packet, shall deliver every 
letter, and packet of letters, intrusted to such per- 
son, to the master or manager of such steamboat, 
or other vessel, and before the said vessel shall 
touch at any other port or place; and for every 
failure, or neglect so to deliver, a penalty of ten 
dollars shall be incurred for each letter and packet. 

Approved, February 27, 1815. 





An Act to alter and establish certain Post Roads. 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That the following post 
roads be, and the same are hereby, discontinued ; 
that is to say: From Columbia, by Shelbyville, 
and Winchester, to Fayetteville, in Tennessee. 
From Tellicoe, in Tennessee, by Amoy river, 
Vanstown, and Tuckeytown, to Fort Stoddard, 
in Mississippi Territory ; and from Tuckabatchy, 
by Tensaw, and Fort Stoddard, to Pascagoola 
river, in Mississippi Territory ; from Cynthiana 
to Georgetown, in Kentucky. In North Caro- 
lina, from Washington to Lake Landing, on Mo- 
tamuskeet. From Concord, by Loudon, Gilman- 
ton, Meredith, New Holderness, to Plymouth ; 
thence, by New Hampton, Sanbornton, North- 
field, and Canterbury, to Concord. 

Sec. 2. And be ut further enacted, That the 
following be established post roads ; that is to say: 

In New Hampshire.—From Concord to Frye- 
burgh, in Maine. F'rom Concord, by Salisbury, 
Andover, New Chester, Bridgewater, Plymouth, 
thence by New Holderness, New Hampton, San- 
bornton, Salisbury, to Concord. From Exeter, 
by Brentwood, Poplin, Raymond, Candia, and 
Pembroke, to Concord. 

In Vermont.—F rom Chester South village, by 
Andover, Weston, Land Grove, and Peru, to 
Manchester. From Salem, New York, by Ru- 
pert, Paulet, Middleton, and Ira, to Rutland. 

In Maine.—F rom Kennebunk to Alfred ; from 
Prospect, by Mount Ephraim, to Frankfort. 

In Massachusetts.—F rom Hosack, New York, 
by Pawnal, Vermont, to Williamstown. From 
Northampton, by Hadley, Sunderland, and Mon- 
tague, to Northfield. From Foxborough, by 
Mansfield, and Norton, to Taunton. 

In Connecticut.—T hat the post road from Nor- 
walk, by Reading, to Danbury, pass through 
Saugatuck, and by the town-house in Reading. 

In New York.—From Hadley Landing, in Sar- 
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atoga, to Luzern, in Warren county. From Ham- 
ilton village, by Guilderland, Berne, Schoharie 
Courthouse, the Brick Church in Cobleskill, Col- 
onel 1. Steward’s, and Maryland, to Milford. 
From West Point to Haverstraw. From Burrage 
Mills, in Coventry, to Oxford. That the mail 
from Huntington be carried by the north road to 
Smithtown, instead of the south road. From 
Stillwater, by Dunning street, in Malta, and the 
south end of Saratoga Lake, to Ballston Springs 
thence, by the north end of Saratoga Lake, and 
by Rogers’ Mills, to Stillwater. From Manlius, 
in Onondaga county, to Elbridge, in Camillus, 
thence to Auburn, in Cayuga county. From 
ee through Coventry, to Green. 

In New Jersey.—F rom Newark, by Orange Dale, 
and Hanover, to Morristown. From As ury, in 
Mansfield township, by Hacketstown, Greenville, 
Newtown, and Frankfort, to Deckerstown. 

Pennsylvania.—From Huntington, by 
Woodcock Valley, Bedford, and Cumberland 
Valley, to Cumberland, in Maryland. From Mer- 
cer to New Castle. From Lancaster to Lebanon. 
From York, by Dover, Rosstown, Lewisburg, 
and Lisburn, to Carlisle. 

In Ohio.—From Zanesville to Coshocton.— 
From Wheeling, in Virginia, by Stephen Scott’s, 
at the mouth of oaie k Creek, to Marietta. 
From Delaware, in Ohio, by Norton, Upper San- 
dusky, and Lower Sandusky, to Fort Meigs. 
From Lebanon to Hamilton. 

In Maryland.—From Baltimore, by Queens- 
town, Hillsborough, and Denton, to Milford. 
From Westminster, in Frederick county, through 
Uniontown, Middleburgh, Greenham, Mechan- 
ickstown, and Cavetown, to Hagerstown. From 
Elkton, by Sabinton, to Georgetown Cross Roads. 

In Virginia.—From Lindsay’s store, by Bar- 
boursville and Stannardsville, to Harrisonburg. 
From Richmond to Lindsay’s store, in Albemarle 
county. From Colesville, in Chesterfield county, 
by Halcomb’s and Dennis’s, to Amelia Court- 
house, in lieu of the present route from Coles- 
ville to Amelia Courthouse. From Parkersburg, 
in Wood county, to Point Pleasant; that the 
route from Hopkins’ tavern to Powhatan Court- 
house, pass by way of Genito Bridge. That the 
Postmaster General be authorized to send a mail 
from Port Tobacco, in Maryland, to Hanover 
town, so long as a stage shall ran on that route. 
From the town of Petersburg, Virginia, by the 
Double Bridges, and John Key’s tavern, in the 
county of Lunenburg, to Charlotte Courthouse. 
From Williesburg, in Charlotte county, by Doc- 
tor Snead’s, in Halifax county, to Cunningham’s 
store, in Person county, North Carolina. 

In Kentucky.—From Cynthiana, by Paris, and 
Winchester, to Richmond. From Isbelville to 
Clarksville, Tennessee. From Lexington to 
Georgetown. From Cincinnati, by Kennedy’s, 
Gaines’, and Arnold’s, on the Ridge road, to 
Georgetown. From Glasgow to Allen Court- 
house, and from Allen Courthouse to Bowling 
Green. From Middletown to Westport. 

In North Carolina.—From Washington, by 
Bath, John Adams’s, the Log House Landing, on 
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Pungo river, and Germantown, to the Lake 
Landing, in Matamuskeet. From Tarborough to 
Cobb’s i in Edgecomb county. From Bry- 
ant’s Cross Roads to Windsor. From Tarbor- 
ough to Scotland Neck. From Pittsborough by 
read and Gardner’s store, to Lexington. 
In Tennessee—From Nashville, by Harpeth 
Settlement, and Shelbyville, to Fayetteville, 
From Rhea Courthouse, by Highwassy Garrison 
ae Fort, and Fort Jackson, to Fort St. Ste. 
ens. 
. In South Carolina.—From Marion Court. 
house, by Harleysville, to Marlborough, to return 
by Brownsville, to Marion Courthouse. From 
heraw Courthouse, by the Burnt Saw Mills, on 
Lynch’s creek, Williamsburg Courthouse, and 
urray’s Ferry, on Santee, to Monk’s Corner. 
In the Mississippi Territory.—F rom the Choc- 
taw agency, by John Ford’s, on Pearl river, to 
New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana. 
In the Illinois Territory—From Johnson 
Courthouse to Salem, in Kentucky. 
Approved, March 1, 1815. 








An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Military Establishment of the Uni- 
ted States, for the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, for ordnance, fortifizations, and 
the Indian department, the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, respectively, appro- 
priated ; that is to say: 

For the pay of the Army of the United States, 
including the private servants kept by officers, 
nine hundred thousand dollars. 

For forage to officers, one hundred and twenty- 
five thousand dollars. 

For subsistence of the Army, seven hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For the medical and hospital department, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For clothing, three hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For the Quartermaster’s department, two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

For purchasing horses for artillery, one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, 

For ordnance and ordnance stores, including 
arsenals, magazines, and armories, nine hundred 
and thirty-eight thousand three hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars. 

For fortifications, four hundred thousand dol- 

ars. 

For contingencies, two hundred thousand dol- 

ars. 

For the Indian department, two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

For advancing three months’ pay to the officers 
deranged, and noncommissioned officers and pri- 
vates discharged, one million two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made, shall 
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be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 
Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act making further provision for completing the 
public buildings at West Point for the accommoda- 
tion of the Military Academy. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars be and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for com- 
pleting buildings, and for providing an apparatus, 
a library, and all necessary implements, and for 
such contingent expenses as may be necessary 
and proper, in the judgment of the President of 
the United States, for the better support and ac- 
commodation of the Military Academy at West 
Point. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy of the United States for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Navy, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, the following sums be 
and are hereby. respectively, appropriated ; that 
is to say: 

For pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay 
of the seamen, one million five hundred thirty- 
eight thousand three hundred sixty-four dollars 
and fifty cents. 

For provisions, six hundred and seventy-three 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-two dollars 
and fifty cents. 

For medicine, hospital stores, and all expenses 
on account of the sick, forty thousand dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, five hundred thousand 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses, including freight, 
transportation, and recruiting expenses, five hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For ordnance, ammunition, and military stores, 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

For navy yards, docks, and wharves, one hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the Marine Corps, 
one hundred and ninety thousand and twenty 
dollars. 

For clothing for the same, sixty thousand three 
hundred and fifty-seven dollars. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses for the same, eighteen 
thousand seven hundred and eight dollars. 

For the purchase of the vessels captured by 
Commodore Macdonough, on Lake Champlain, 
such sum as shall be agreed upon, with the ap- 
probation of the President, not exceeding four 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the | 
several appropriations hereinbefore made, shall 
be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 
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An Act to repeal so much of the several acts imposing 
duties on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, as imposes a discriminating duty 
on tonnage, between foreign vessels and vessels of 
the United States, and between goods imported 
into the United States in foreign vessels and vessels 
of the United States. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That so much of the several 
acts imposing duties on the tonnage of ships and 
vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, as imposesa 
discriminating duty of tonnage, between foreign 
vessels and vessels of the United States, and 
tween goods imported into the United States in 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States, 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed, so far as 
the same respects the produce or manufacture of 
the nation to which such foreign ships or vessels 
may belong. Such repeal to take effect in favor 
of any foreign nation, whenever the President of 
the United States shall be satisfied that the dis- 
criminating or countervailing duties of such for- 
eign nation, so far as they operate to the disad- 
gl of the United States, have been abol- 
ished. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act for fixing the Military Peace Establishment 
of the United States. 

Be it enaeted, §c., That the Military Peace 
Establishment of the United States shall consist 
of such proportions of artillery, infantry, and rifle- 
men, not exceeding, in the whole, ten thousand 
men, as the President of the United States shall 
judge proper, and that the corps of engineers, as 
at present established, be retained. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
corps of artillery shall have the same organization 
as is prescribed by the act passed the thirtieth of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen; 
and the regiment of light artillery the same or- 
ganization as is prescribed by the act passed the 
twelfth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and eight; and that each regiment of infantry 
and riflemen shall consist of one colonel, one 
lieutenant colonel, one major, one adjutant, one 
quartermaster, one paymaster, one surgeon, and 
two surgeons’ mates, one sergeant major, one 
quartermaster sergeant, two principal musicians 
and ten companies; each company to consist of 
one captain, one first lieutenant, and one second 
lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, two 
musicians, and sixty-eight privates. 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be two major generals, and four brigadier 
generals: the major generals to be entitled to two 
aids-de-camp, and the brigadier generals to one 
aid-de-camp, each, to be taken from the subalterns 
of the line; four brigade inspectors, and four 
brigade quartermasters, and such number of hos- 
pital surgeons and surgeon’s mates, as the service 
may require, not exceeding five surgeons and fif- 
teen mates, with one steward and one wardmas- 
ter to each hospital. The brigade inspectors, 
appointed under this act, shall be taken from the 
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line, and the brigade quartermasters, the adju- 
tants, regimental quartermasters, and paymasters, 
from the subalterns of the line. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
pensation, subsistence, and clothing, of the offi- 
cers, cadets, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
artificers, and privates, composing the Military 
Peace Establishment, shall be the same as are pre- 
scribed by the act, entitled “An act fixing the 
Military Peace Establishment of the United 
States,” passed sixteenth March, one thousarid 
eight hundred and two, and the act, entitled “An 
act to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
itary force,” passed twelfth April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight; and that the major 

enerals shall be entitled to the same compensa- 
tion as is provided by an act, entitled “An act to 
raise an additional military force,” passed elev- 
enth January, one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States cause to be ar- 
ranged, the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the several corps ef 
troops now in the service of the United States, 
in such a manner as to form and complete out 
of the same the corps authorized by this act, and 
cause the supernumerary officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, to be dis- 
charged from the service of the United States, 
from and after the first day of May next, or as 
soon as circumstances may permit. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That to 
each commissioned officer, who shall be deranged 
by virtue of this act, there shall be allowed and 
paid, in addition to the pay and emoluments to 
which they will be entitled by law at the time of 
his discharge, three months’ pay. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
several corps authorized by this act, shall be sub- 
ject to the rules and articles of war, be recruited 
m the same manner, and with the same limita- 
tions; and that officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates. shall be entitled to 
the same provision for wounds and disabilities, the 
same provision for widows and children, and the 
same benefits and allowances in every respect, 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
as are authorized by the act of sixteenth March, 
one thousand “<< hundred and two, entitled “An 
act fixing the Military Peace Establishment of 
the United States,” and the act of the 12th April, 
one thousand eight hundred and eight, entitled 
“ An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force;” and that the bounty to the re- 
cruit, and compensation to the recruiting officer, 
shall be the same as are allowed by the aforesaid 
act of the the 12th of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and eight. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 


An Act concerning Invalid Pensioners. 
Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, directed to place the follow- 
ing named persons, whose claims have been trans- 
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mitted to Congress, pursuant to a law passed the 
tenth day of April, eighteen hundred and six, on 
the pension list of invalid pensioners of the United 
States, according to the rates, and to commence 
at the times, herein mentioned ; that is to say: 

Robert Holberd, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the thirtieth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 

Eli Short, at the rate of three dollars and sey. 
ong ate cents per month, to commence the thir- 
tieth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen. 

Spencer Darnell, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the fourteenth day of 
February, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Abraham Estes, at the rate of three dollars and 
seventy-five cents per month, to commence the 
seventeenth day of April, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

Willis Tandy, at the rate of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per month, to commence the 
seventeenth day of April, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

Samuel Sharon, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the seven- 
teenth day of August, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

Alexander Naismith, at the rate of two dollars 
and fifty cents per month, tocommence the twen- 
tieth day of August, eighteen hundred and four- 
teen. 

Isaac Gray, at the rate of six dollars and sixty- 
six cents per month, to commence the tweaty- 
second day of September, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

Thomas Williams, at the rate of two dollars 
and fifty cents per month, to commence the twen- 
ty-seventh day of July, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

John R. Rappleye, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence the second day of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

John Sweeny, at the rate of seven dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the sev- 
enteenth of March, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Joshua Merrill, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the fourth of 
August, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Grieve Drummond, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence the twenty-eighth day 
day of January, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

ohn Ward, at the rate of two dollars and fifty 
cents per month, to commence the thirtieth day 
of November, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Charles Rumsey, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the twelfth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Grant Taylor, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the twenty-fourth day o! 
November, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Henry Bateman, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the seventeenth day of 
March, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

John Norton, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the eleventh 
day of May, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 
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Jesse Young, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the sixth day of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Daniel Averill, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, tocommence the third day 
of January, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

John Bell, at the rate of ten dollars per month, 
to commence the ninth day of September, eigh- 
teen hundred and fourteen. 

Minny Ryneason, at the rate of two dollars 
and fifty cents per month, to commence the sixth 
day of January, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

illiam Bond, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the eighth day of Decem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Richard Osburn, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the fifth day 
of September, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Julius Turner, at the rate of three dollars and 
seventy-five cents per month, to commence the 
eighteenth day of August, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

William Cook, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the eigh- 
teenth day of August, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

John Frazer, at the rate of three dollars and 
seventy-five cents per month, to commence the 
sixteenth day of November, eighteen hundred 
and fourteen. 

Christopher Sites, at the rate of two dollars 
and fifty cents per month, to commence the sev- 
‘utinntl day of February, eighteen hundred and 
fifteen. 

William Barton, at the rate of thirty dollars 
per month, to commence the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

William Berry, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, tocommence the thirty-first day of March, 
eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

James McNeal, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the thirteenth day of 
September, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Emanuel Kent, junior, at the rate of five dol- 
lars per month, to commence the thirteenth day 
of September, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Jeremiah Searcy, of South Carolina, at the 
rate of five dollars per month, to commence 
from the third of March, eighteen hundred and 
fifteen. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
pensions of the following persons, already placed 
on the pension list of the United States, whose 
claims for an increase of pension have been trans- 
mitted to Congress pursuant to the act aforesaid, 
be increased to the sums herein respectively an- 
nexed to their names. The said increase to com- 
mence at the times herein mentioned ; that is to 
say: 
Charles Hunton, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence the four- 
teenth day of November, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen. 

Thomas Williams, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence the twenty-ninth of 
October, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 











Samuel White, at the rate of three dollars and 
seventy-five cents per month, to commence the 
twenty-eighth day of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and fourteen. 

Thomas Machin, at the rate of twenty dollars 
per month, to commence the twenty-ninth day of 
October, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

John McClennon, at the rate of five dollars 
er month, to commence the third day of Novem- 

er, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Richard Gressum, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence the eighth day of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act to provide a library room, and for transporting 
the library lately purchased. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause a proper apartment to be immediately se- 
lected and prepared for a library room, and to 
cause the library, lately purchased from Thomas 
Jefferson, to be placed therein during the ensuing 
recess of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and directed to settle the ac- 
count of the expenditures incurred under this act; 
and that the amount so settled shall be paid out 
of any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act concerning the Naval Establishment. 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That in addition to the sums 
heretofore appropriated for that purpose, the sum 
of two hundred thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated, annually, for three years, 
towards the purchase. and supply of a stock of 
every description of timber required for ship 
building, and other naval purposes, to be paid out 
of any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act to repeal certain acts therein mentioned. 


Be it enacted, &c., That all acts, or parts.of 
acts, which prohibit the entrance of the vessels 
of any foreign nation into the harbors or waters 
under the jurisdiction of the United States, be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
“Act to prohibit American vessels from proceed- 
ing to, or trading with, the enemies of the Uni- 
ted States, and for other purposes,” passed the 
sixth day of July, efchteen hundred ard twelve, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. ; 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the “Act 
to prohibit the use of licenses or passes, granted 
by the authority of the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,” passed 
the second day of August, — hundred and 
thirteen, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all pen- 


alties and forfeitures which have been incurred 
by virtue of the acts, or parts of acts, repealed, 
shall be hereby recovered and distributed in like 
manner as if the same had continued in full 
force. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act increasing the compensation allowed the Ser- 
geants-at-Arms of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, and of the Doorkeeperand Assistant Door- 
keeper of the Senace and House of Representatives. 
Be it enacted, §c., That, in addition to the sum 

already allowed by law to the Sergeants-at-Arms 

of the Senate and House of Representatives, and 
the Doorkeeper and Assistant Doorkeeper of the 

Senate and House of Representatives, be entitled 

to receive, annually, the sum of five hundred and 

fifty dollars, respectively, and that the additional 
compensation here allowed be considered to take 
effect from the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding 
eighteen millions four hundred and fifty-two thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
borrow, on the credit of the United States, a sum 
not exceeding eighteen millions four hundred 
fifty-two thousand eight hundred dollars, to be 
applied, in addition to the moneys now in the 

reasury, or which may be received from other 
sources, to defray any expenses which have been, 
or, during the present year, may be, authorized 
by law, and for which appropriations have been, 
or, during the present year, may be, made by 
law: Provided, That no engagement or contract 
shall be entered into, which shall preclude the 
United States from reimbursing any sum or sums 
thus borrowed, at any time after the expiration 
of twelve years from the last day of December 
next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Sec-: 
retary of the Treasury, with the approbation of the 
President of he United States, be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause to be constituted certificates of 
stock, signed by the Register of the Treasury, or by 
a commissioner of loans, for the sum to be borrowed 
by this act, or for any part thereof, and the same 
to be sold. And the Secretary of the Treasur 
shall lay before Congress, during the first wee 
in the month of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixteen, an account of all the moneys 
obtained by the sale of the certificates of stock, in 
manner aforesaid, together with a statement of 
the rate at which the same may have been sold. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enucted, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to employ an agent or agents, 
for the purpose of obtaining subscriptions to the 
loan authorized by this act, or of selling any part 
of the stock to be created by virtue thereof. A 








commission, not exceeding one-quarter of one 
per centum, on the amount thus sold, or for which 
subscriptions shall have been thus obtained, may 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, beallowed tosuch 
agent or agents; and a sum not exceeding thirty 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of any moneys in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, is here} 

appropriated, for paying the amount of such com- 
mission or commissions as may be thus allowed 
and also for defraying the expenses of printing 
and issuing the subscription certificates, and cer- 
tificates of stock, and other expenses incident to 
the completing of the loan authorized by this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the funds constituting the annual appropriation 
of eight millions of dollars, for the payment of 
the principal and interest of the public debt of the 
United States, as may be wanted for that pur- 
pose, after satisfying the necessary sums for the pay- 
ment of the interest, and such part of the prin- 
cipal, of the said debt, as the United States are 
now pledged annually to pay or reimburse, is 
hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment 
of the interest, and for the reimbursement of the 
principal, of the stock which may be created by 
virtue of this act. It shall, accordingly, be the 
duty of the Commisioners of the Sinking Fund, to 
cause to be applied and paid, out of the said fund, 
yearly, such sum and sums as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the interest accruing on the 
said stock, and to reimburse the principal, as the 
same may become due and may be discharged in 
conformity with the terms of the loan. And 
they are further authorized to appl , from time 
to time, such sum or sums, out of the said fund. 
as they may think proper, towards redeeming, by 
purchase, and at a price not above par, the prin- 
cipal of the said stock, or any part thereof. And 
the faith of the United States is hereby pledged 
to establish sufficient revenues for making good 
any deficiency that may hereafter take place in 
the funds hereby appropriated for paying the said 
interest and principal sums, or any of them, in 
manner aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for any of the banks in the District of 
Columbia, to lend any part of the sum authorized 
to be borrowed by virtue of this act, anything in 
any of their charters to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
accept, in payment of any loan obtained in virtue 
of this act, such Treasury notes as have been ac- 
tually issued before the passing of this act, and 
which were made by law a charge upon the sinking 
fund, such Treasury notes to be credited for the 
principal thereof and the amount of interest ac- 
tually accrued at the time of the payment. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause to be paid the interest upon the Treasury 
notes which have become due, and remain un- 
paid, as well with respect to the time elapsed be- 
fore they became due, as with respect to the time 
that shall elapse after they become due, and until 
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funds shall be assigned for the payment of the 

said Treasury notes, and notice thereof shall be 
iven by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act to provide for the ascertaining and surveying 
of the boundary lines fixed by the Treaty with the 
Creek Indians, and for other purposes. 


Beit enacted, §c.. That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause to be ascertained and surveyed the boun- 
dary line designated by the Treaty with the 
Creek nation of Indians, concluded on the ninth 
day of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, and that the same be distinctly marked, 
in all such places, except where water-courses 
are described, as the boundary by the said treaty ; 
and for this purpose the President of the United 
States shall have power to appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, three commis- 
sioners, whose compensation shall not exceed, ex- 
clusive of travelling expenses, the rate of eight dol- 
lars per day, during the time of actual service of 
such commissioners, in ascertaining and survey- 
ing the said boundary line ; they shall have power 
to employ a skilful surveyor, who shall be allowed 
five dollars per day, and two chainmen anda 
marker, who shall each be allowed two dollars 
per day, in full for their services. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioners, on completing the ascertain- 
ment and survey aforesaid, shall make out three 
accurate plats of the survey of the said boundary 
line, one of which they shall transmit to the Sec- 
retary of State, one to the Surveyor of the lands 
south of the State of Tennessee, and the other to 
the Chiefs of the Creek nation of Indians. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 
ublic lands of the United States to which the 
ndian title was extinguished by the aforesaid 

treaty, shall be, and are hereby, formed intoa 
land district ; and for the disposal thereof a land 
office shall be established, which shall be kept at 
such convenient place as the President of the 
United States may direct ; and, for the said land 
office, a register, and receiver of public moneys, 
shall be appointed, who shall give security in the 
same manner, in the same sums, and whose com- 
pensation, emoluments, duties, and authority, 
shall, in every respect, be the same, in relation to 
the lands which shall be disposed of at their office, 
as are or may be provided by law in relation to 
the registers and receivers of public moneys, in 
the several land offices established for the dis- 
posal of the other public lands of the United 
States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
powers vested by law in the Surveyor of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of Ten- 
nessee, shall extend over all the public lands of 
the United States to which the Indian title was 
extinguished by the aforesaid treaty, and the 
same shall be surveyed in the manner, and for 
the same compensation, as other public lands in 
the Mississippi Territory. 
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States is hereby author- 
ized, whenever he shall think it proper, to direct 
so much of the public lands, lying in the said dis- 
trict, as shall have been surveyed in conformity 
to this act, to be offered for sale. All such lands 
shall, with the exception of the section numbered 
sixteen, which shall be reserved in each townshi 
for the support of schools within the same, wit 
exception also of one entire township, to be loca- 
ted by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the use 
of a seminary of learning, and with the exception 
of any tracts of land reserved to the Indians by 
the said treaty, shall be offered to the highest 
bidder, under the direction of the register and 
receiver of public moneys of the said land office, 
on such day or days as shall, by a public procla- 
mation of the President of the United States, be 
designated for that purpose. The public sales 
shall remain open for three weeks, and no longer; 
and the lands shall be sold fora price not less 
than that which has been, or may be, fixed by law, 
for the public lands in the Mississippi Territory ; 
and shall, in every other respect, be sold in tracts 
of the same size, on the same terms and condi- 
tions, as have been, or may be, by law provided 
for the other public lands in the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory. The superintendents of the said public 
sales shall receive six dollars, each, for each day’s 
attendance on the said sales. All lands, other 
than those reserved as aforesaid, and excepted as 
abovementioned, remaining unsold at the closin 
of the public sales, and whieh had been offere 
at the said sales, may be disposed of at private 
sale, by the register of the land office, in the same 
manner, under the same regulations, for the same 
price, and on the same terms and conditions, as 
are or may be provided by law for the sale of the 
other public lands of the United States in the 
Mississippi Territory. And patents shall be ob- 
tained for the lands sold in the said district in the 
same manner, and on the same terms, as for other 
public lands sold in the Mississippi Territory. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States shall have power 
to appoint any or all of the aforesaid commission- 
ers during the recess of the Senate. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That a sum, 
not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars, be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid 
out of any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, for the purpose of carrying this act 
into effect. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 








An Act authorizing the purchase of the Vessels cap- 
tured on Lake Champlain. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
cause to be purchased the British vessels which 
were captured on Lake Champlain by the Amer- 
ican squadron, on the eleventh day of September, 
in the year eighteen hundred and fourteen ; and 
the amount of the valuation of such captured 
vessels, when duly made and returned to the 
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Navy Department, shall be distributed as prize | officers, and men, of the capturing vessel, and 


money among the captors or their heirs. 
Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act for the protection of the Commerce of the 
United States against the Algerine Cruisers. 
Whereas the Dey of Algiers, on the coast of 
Barbary, has commenced a predatory warfare 
against the United States— 


Be it enacted, §c., That it shall be lawful fully 
to equip, officer, man, and employ, such of the 
armed vessels of the United Btarse as may be 
judged requisite by the President of the United 

tates for protecting effectually the commerce 
and seamen thereof on the Atlantic ocean, the 
Mediterranean, and adjoining seas. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to instruct the commanders of the respective pub- 
lic vessels aforesaid, to subdue, seize, and make 

rize of, all vessels, goods, and effects, of or be- 

onging to the Dey of Algiers, or to his subjects, 
and to bring or send the same into port, to be 
roceeded against and distributed according to 
aw ; and, also, to cause to be done all such other 
acts of precaution or hostility, as the state of war 
will justify, and may, in his opinion, require. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, on the 
application of the owners of private armed ves- 
sels of the United States, the President of the 
United States may grant them special commis- 
sions, in the form which he shall direct, under 
the seal of the United States; and such private 
armed vessels, when so commissioned, shall have 
the like authority for subduing, seizing, taking, 
and bringing into port, any Algerine vessel, 
goods, or effects, as the beforementioned public 
armed vessels may by law have; and shall there- 
in be subject to the instructions which may be 
given by the President of the United States for 
the regulation of their conduct; and their com- 
missions shall be revocable at his pleasure: Pro- 
vided, That before any commission shall be 
granted as aforesaid, the owner or owners of the 
vessels for which the same may be requested, and 
the commander thereof for the time being, shall 
give bond to the United States, with at least two 
responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel 
in the penal sum of seven thousand dollars, or, if 
such vessel be provided with more than one hun- 
dred and fifty men, in the penal sum of fourteen 
thousand dollars, with condition for observing 
the treaties and laws of the United States, and 
the instructions which may be given as aforesaid, 
and also for satisfying all damages and injuries 
which shall be done contrary to the tenor thereof, 
by such commissioned vessel, and for delivering 
up the commission when revoked by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Src. 4, And be it further enacted, That any 
Algerine vessel, goods, or effects, which may be 
so captured and Suite into port, by any private 
armed vessel of the United States, duly commis- 


sioned as aforesaid, may be adjudged good prize, 
and thereupon shall accrue to the owners, and 


shall be distributed according to the agreemen; 
which shall have been made between them, or. 
in failure of such agreement, according to the 
discretion of the court having cognizance of the 
capture. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act to amend the act, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, by 
laying a direct tax upon the United States, and to 
provide for assessing and collecting the same,” and 
the act, entitled “An act to provide additional rey. 
enues for defraying the expenses of Government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying duties 
on household furniture, and on gold and silver 
watches.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That, instead of the first 
day of February next, prescribed, by the “act to 
provide additional revenues for defraying the ex- 
— of Government, and maintaining the pub- 

ic credit, by laying a direct tax upon the United 

States, and to provide for assessing and collect- 

ing the same,” to the principal assessors to direct 

and cause the several assistant assessors to in- 
quire after and concerning all lands and other 
objects taxed, the first day of April next be and 
the same is hereby prescribed for that purpose. 

And that the time prescribed, in the thirty-ninth 

section of the said act, to the Secretary of the 

Treasury, to notify the collectors of the several 

collection districts to proceed to the collection of 

the direct tax, after the current year, shall be 
some day in the month of May, instead of the 
month of February. 

Seo. 2. And be it r enucted, That the 
thirteenth section of the “act to provide addi- 
tional revenues for defraying the expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and maintaining the public credit, by 
laying duties on household furniture, and on gold 
and silver watches,” be, and the same is hereby, 
so amended, as that the several acts required to 
be performed previously to or during the month 
of February, in any year, may and shall be per- 
formed previously to or during the month of 
May, in any year, as the case may be, which last 
month, instead of February, shall be taken as the 
time referred to therein for taking the lists of 
ont under a general assessment ; and it shal! 

the duty of the principal assessor, in every 
year, withia a days after the expiration of 
the said month of May, to make out and deliver 
to the collector, the lists as is required to be ren- 
dered by the said last mentioned act, to which 
this act is a supplement, and the like alteration 
hereby made in the tenth section of the said act, 
shall and hereby is made in the other sections 
thereof, so far as any acts depending thereon are 
thereby required to be done. 

Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
publication to be made by the collectors, to be 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury for 
that purpose, as prescribed and required in the 
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth sections of the 
act to which this act is a supplement, shall, in- 
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stead of being printed for sixty days, in at least 
one newspaper published in the State, as therein 
provided, be printed, at least once a week, for 
eight weeks in succession, in every newspaper 
within the State in which the laws of the United 
States are by public authority published ; and for 
which printing the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be and he is hereby authorized to pay and 
allow a price proportionate tc the price of the 
other public printing done in said papers, and no 
more. 
Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act authorizing the Board of Navy Commission- 
ers to appoint Clerks. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Board of Navy 
Commissioners be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized to appoint two clerks, to be attached to their 
office, who shall receive for their services a sum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars each per an- 


num. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for 
this purpose the sum of two thousand dollars is 
hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any moneys 
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act further to provide for the collection of duties 
on Imports and Tonnage. 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That it shall be lawfal for 
any collector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector, 
of the customs, as well in an adjoining district 
as that to which he belongs, to enter on board, 
search, and examine, any ship, vessel, boat, or 
raft, and if he shall find on board the same any 
one wares, or merchandise, which he shall 

ave probable cause to believe are subject to duty, 
the payment of which is intended to be evaded, 
or have been imported into the United States in 
any manner contrary to law, it shall be his duty 
to seize and secure the same for trial. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for any collector, naval officer, 
surveyor, or inspector of the customs, as well in 
any adjoining district as that to which he be- 
longs, to stop, search, and examine, any carriage 
or vehicle, of nor kind whatsoever, and to stop 
any person travelling on foot, or beast of burden, 
on which he shall suspect there are goods, wares, 
or merchandise, which are subject to duty, or 
which shall have been introduced into the United 
States in any manner contrary to law; and if 
such officer shall find any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, on any such carriage, vebicle, person 
travelling on foot, or beast of burden, which he 
shall have probable cause to believe are subject 
to duty, or have been unlawfully introduced into 
the United States, he shall seize and secure the 
same for trial. And if any of the said officers of 
the customs shall suspect that any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, which are subject to duty, or 
shall have been introduced into the United States 





upon proper application, on oath, to any judge or 


justice of the peace, be entitled to a warrant, 
directed to such officer, who is hereby authorized to 
serve the same, to enter such house, store, or other 
building, in the day time only, and there to search 
and examine whether there are any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, which are subject to duty, or 
have been unlawfully imported ; and if, on such 
search or examination, any such goods, wares, or 
merchandise, shall be found, which there shall be 
probable cause for the officer making such search 
or examination to believe are subject to duty, or 
have been unlawfully introduced into the United 
States, he shall seize and secure the same for 
trial: Provided always, That the necessity of a 
search warrant, arising under this act, shall, in 
no ease, be considered as applicable to any car- 
riage, wagon, cart, sleigh, vessel, boat, or other 
vehicle, of whatever form or construction, em- 
ployed as a medium of transportation, or to pack- 
ages on any animal or animals, or carried by man 


on foot. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
collector of the customs shall have authority, with 
the approbation of the principal officer of the 
Treasury Department, to employ, within his dis- 
trict, such number of proper persons, as inspectors 
of the customs, as he shall judge necessary, who 
are hereby declared to be officers of the customs; 
and the said inspectors, before they enter on the 
duties of their offices, shall take and subscribe, be- 
fore the collectors appointing them, or before 
some magistrate within their respective districts, 
authorized by law to administer oaths, the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation, to wit: “I, ——-——, 
having been appointed an inspector of the cus- 
toms, within and for the district of ——, do sol- 
emnly, sincerely, and truly, swear, (or affirm. as 
the case may be,) that I will diligently and faith- 
fully execute the duties of the said office of in- 
spector, and will use my best endeavors to pre- 
vent and detect frauds and violations against the 
laws of the United States. I further swear (or 
affirm) that I will support the Constitution of 
the United States.” 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any 
collector, naval officer, surveyor, or inspector, 
when proceeding to make any search or seizure, 
authorized by this aet, shall be, and he is hereby, 
empowered to command any person who shall be 
within ten miles of the place where such search 
or seizure shall be made, to aid and assist such 
officer in the discharge of his duty therein; and 
if any person, being so commanded, shall neglect 
or refuse to aid and assist such officer in making 
such search or seizure, the person so neglecting 
or refusing shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex- 
ceeding two hundred dollars, and not less than 
fifty dollars. And such officer may also demand, 
in cases of resistance, the assistance of the mar- 
shal of the district or any of his deputies, who 
shall call upon the posse of the district, if neces- 
sary, in his or their judgment, to render effectual 
the execution of this act; and all citizens or in- 


contrary to law, are concealed in any particular | habitants of the district, above the age of eighteen 
dwelling-house, store, or other building, he shall, | years, and able to travel, who refuse or neglect, 
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upon proper notice from the marshal, or any of 
his deputies, to join such posse, shall be consid- 
ered guilty of a misdemeanor, and be liable to be 
fined in any sum not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, and be imprisoned for any term not ex- 
ceeding three months. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the for- 
feitures and penalties mentioned in this act, shall 
be sued for, prosecuted, and recovered, or inflict- 
ed, by action of debt, or by information or indict- 
ment, in any court competent to take cognizance 
thereof and try the same; and that all forfeitures 
and penalties, so recovered by virtue of this act, 
shall, after eee all proper costs and charges, 
be disposed of as follows: one moiety shall be for 
the use of the United States, and paid into the 
Treasury thereof by the collector recovering the 
same ; the other moiety shall be divided between, 
and paid in equal proportions to, the collector 
and naval officer of the district and surveyor of 
the port, wherein the same shall have been in- 
curred, to such of the said officers as there may 
be in the said district: and in districts where 
only one of the aforesaid offices shall have been 
established, the said moiety shall be given tosuch 
officer: Provided, That where the seizure shall 
have been made by any inspector or inspectors 
out of the presence of the collector, naval officer, 
or surveyor, such inspector or inspectors shall be 
entitled, in addition to such other compensation 
as may be allowed them, to twenty-five per cent. 
on the meiety herein given to the collector, naval 
officer, and surveyor, as aforesaid, or to either of 
them: And provided also, That in all cases where 
such forfeitures and penalties shall be recovered, 
in pursuance of information given to such collec- 
tor, naval officer, or surveyor, by any private in- 
former, the one-half of such moiety shall be given 
to such informer, and the remainder thereof shall 
be disposed of between the collector, naval officer, 
and surveyor, in manner aforesaid, and the same 
allowance of twenty-five per cent. to inspectors, 
when the seizure is made by them as aforesaid: 
And provided likewise, That whenever the value 
of the property seized, condemned, and sold, under 
this act, shall be less than two hundred and fifty 
dollars, that part of the forfeiture which accrues 
to the United States, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, shall be applied to the payment of 
the costs of prosecution: And it is further provided, 
That if any officer or other person, entitled toa 
part or share of any of the penalties or forfeitures 
incurred in virtue of this act, shall be necessary 
as a witness on the trial for such penalty or for- 
feiture, such officer or other person may be a wit- 
ness upon the said trial, but in such case he shall 
not receive or be entitled to any part or share of 
the said penalty or forfeiture; and the part or 
share, to which he otherwise would have been 
entitled, shall revert to the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any 
suit Or prosecution be commenced in any State 
court against any collector, naval officer, sur- 
veyor, inspector, or any other officer civil or mili- 
tary, or any other person aiding or assisting 
agreeable to the provisions of this act, or under 
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color thereof, for anything done, or omitted to be 
done, as an officer of the customs, or for anythin 
done by virtue of this act, or under color thereof 
and the defendant shall, at the time of enterino 
his appearance in such court, file a petition for 
the removal of the cause for trial at the next 
circuit court of the United States, to be holden 
in the district where the suit is pending, and 
offer good and sufficient surety for his enter. 
ing in such court, on the first day of its ses- 
sion, copies of said process against him, and also 
for his there appearing at the court and entering 
special bail in the cause, if special bail was origi- 
nally required therein, it shall then be the duty of 
the State court to accept the surety, and proceed 
no farther in the cause, and the bail that shall 
have been originally taken shall be discharged ; 
and such copies re as aforesaid in such 
court of the United States, the cause shall there 
proceed in the same manner as if it had been 
brought there by original process, whatever may 
be the amount of the sum in dispute or damages 
claimed, or whatever the citizenship of the par- 
ties, any former law to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing ; and any attachment of the goods or estate of 
the defendant by the original process, shall hold 
the goods or estate so attached to answer the final 
judgment, in the same manner as by the laws 
of such State they would have been holden to 
answer the final judgment had it been rendered 
by the court in which the suit was commenced. 
And it shall be lawful, ia any action or prosecu- 
tion which may be now pending, or hereafter 
commenced, before any State court whatever, for 
anything done, or omitted to be done, by the de- 
fendant, as an inspector or other officer of the 
customs, after final judgment, for either party to 
remove and transfer by appeal, such decision, du- 
ring the session or term of said court at which 
the same shall have taken place, from such court 
to the next circuit court of the United States, to 
be held in the district in which such appeal shall 
be taken in manner aforesaid ; and it shall be the 
duty of the person taking such appeal, to produce 
and enter in the said circuit court attested copies 
of the process, proceedings, and judgment in such 
cause; and it shall also be competent for either 
arty, within six months of the rendition of a 
judgment in any such cause, by writ of error, or 
other process, to the circuit court of the United 
States of that district in which such judgment 
shall have been rendered ; and the said court shall 
thereupon proceed to try and determine the facts 
and the law in such action, in the same manner 
as if the same had been there originally com- 
menced, the judgment in such case notwithstand- 
ing. And any bail which may have been taken, 
or property attached, shall be holden on the fina! 
judgment of the said circuit court in such action, 
in the same manner as if no such removal and 
transfer had been made as aforesaid. And the 
State court from which any such action may be 
removed and transferred as aforesaid, upon the 
party’s giving good and sufficient security for the 
prosecution thereof, shall allow the same to be 
removed and transferred, and proceed no farther 
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in the case: Provided, however, Thatif the party 
aforesaid shall fail duly to enter the removal and 
transfer as aforesaid in the circuit court, agree- 
able to this act, the State court, by which judg- 
ment shall have been rendered, and from which 
the transfer and removal shall have been made 
as aforesaid, shall be authorized, on motion for 
that purpose, to issue execution, and to carry into 
effect any such judgment, the same as if no such 
removal and transfer had been made: Provided 
nevertheless, That this act shall not be construed 
to apply to any prosecution for an offence in- 
volving corporal punishment. And provided al- 
eo, That no such appeal shall be allowed in any 
criminal action or prosecution, where final judg- 
ment shall have been rendered in favor of the de- 
fendant or respondent, by the State court; and in 
any action or prosecution against any person as 
aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such person to 
plead the general issue, and give this act and any 
special matter in evidence. Aud if in any suit 
the plaintiff is nonsuit, or judgment pass against 
him, the defendant shall recover double costs. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That in any 
suit or prosecution against any person, for any 
act or thing done as an officer of the customs, or 
any person aiding or assisting such officer therein, 
and judgment shall be given against the defend- 
ant, or respondent, if it shall appear to the court, 
before which such suit or prosecution shall be 
tried, that there was probable cause for doing 
such act or thing, such court shall order a proper 
certificate or entry to be made thereof, and in 
such case the defendant or respondent shall not 
be liable for costs, nor shall he be liable to execu- 
tion, or to any action for damages, or to any other 
mode of prosecution, for the act done by him as 
aforesaid: Provided, That such property or arti- 
cles as may be held in custody by the defendant, 
if any, be, after judgment, forthwith returned to 
the claimant or claimants, his, her, or their agent 
or agents. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force for one year, and no 
longer; Provided, That all fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, which shall have been incurred be- 
fore the expiration of the act, shall be recovered 
and distributed, and may be mitigated or remitted, 
in the same manner as if it had not expired. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘‘An act for 
the better organization of the Courts of the United 
States, within the State of New York.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, be, and hereby is authorized to 
appoint one person as marshal, and one as district 
attorney. for the northern judicial district of the 
United States within the State of New York, 
created by the act to which this act is a supple- 
ment, bearing date the ninth day of April, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen ; 
and that the terms of appointment and service, 
together with the duties, responsibilities, and 
emoluments of the said marshal and district at- 
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torney, respectively, for the district aforesaid, be, 
in all respects, the same, within their said dis- 
trict, as the terms of appointment and service 
the duties, responsibilities, and emoluments of all 
other marshals and district attorneys, respect- 
ively, within their respective districts in the 
United States of America. 
Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act making additional appropriation for the service 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for defraying the ex- 
pense of as certificates of registry for ships 
and vessels, and for furnishing lists of crews, the 
sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same are 
hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act further supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An 
act providing for the indemnification of certain claim- 
ants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory.” 
Be it enacted, §c., That the commissioners ap- 

pointed by virtue of the act, entitled “An act sup- 

plementary to an act, entitled ‘An act providing 
fur the indemnification of certaia claimants of pub- 
lic lands in the Mississippi Territory,’ shall be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to decide, in a sum- 
mary way, upon the quantity or boundary of land 
contained in any grant or deed exhibited before 
them, by any of the claimants of lands released 
to the United States, agreeably to the said act, 
according to such maps, surveys, or other evidence, 
as now exist, or which they may be now able to 
procure, without requiring or permitting any other 

survey to be made. , 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioners shall be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to allow and receive, in all cases, ex- 
cept those where femmes couvertes are parties, 
as sufficient legal releases, assignments, and pow- 
ers, required by said act. and the supplement 
thereto, and as lawful conveyances, all such in- 
struments as may be executed by the party, or 
his, her, or their attorney or attorneys, lawfully 
apg and either acknowledged by the party 
making the same, before some judge, or justice 
of the peace, notary public, mayor, recorder, or 
alderman, of a corporation, or master in chancery, 
or one of the said commissioners, or proved, by 
other evidence, to the satisfaction of the commis- 
sioners, to have been duly executed by the party. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioners shall be, and they are hereby, 
authorized, in all cases where the releases, assign- 
ments, and powers, required by the act aforesaid. 
already presented, or which may be presented on 
or before the third Monday in March instant, or 
powers of attorney by which said releases shall 
have been, or shal be, made, shall be, in the judg- 
ment of the commissioners aforesaid, defectively 
drawn or executed, to allow a further time, not 
exceeding two months, from and after the said 
third Monday in March instant, to perfect the 
same. 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioners shall be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to admit and finally settle all such 
claims as have been, or may be, within the time 
limited, duly released, assigned, and transferred, 
to the United States, anything in the said origi- 
na! act, or any supplement thereto, to the contrary 
ne ; and toadminister oaths, or take 
affirmations, and to compel the attendance of wit- 
nesses, in ali cases where necessary. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States shall be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, from time to time. to cause 
to be issued such certificates of stock as are spe- 
cified in the said original act, and supplement 
thereto, to such claimant or claimants, whose 
claim may be decided on and reported by the 
commissioners, on receiving such report, in rela- 
tion to such claim, from the said commissioners. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
leases, assignments, and powers, required by the 
act aforesaid, and the supplement thereto, now 
received, and which may be hereafter received, 
shall be recorded by the secretary of the said com- 
missioners, and the said records returned, with 
all other papers and documents in relation to said 
claims, when the business of the said commission- 
ers shall be closed, tothe office of the Secretary of 
State; and that the said secretary shall be paid 
by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, out of any money not otherwise appropri- 
ated, at the rate of twelve and a half cents for 
each and every hundred words contained in each 
instrument so recorded. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That on the 
dissolution of the said board of commissioners, 
and thé performance of the duties assigned them, 
the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized, if in his judgment he 
shall consider the said commissioners entitled to 
any further additional compensation for their ser- 
vices than is now provided for, to cause them to 
be paid such other and further sums, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, as he shall think just and reasonable: Pro- 
vided, That such additional compensation shall 
not exceed fifty cents to each commissioner, for 
every deed or evidence of titie which shall be 
submitted to their examination and decision, in 
pursuance of the provisions of the said original 
act, and the supplements thereto. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 


An Act regulating and defining the duties of the Uni- 
ted States’ Judges for the Territory of Illinois. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Illinois Territory 
shall be divided into three circuits, in the manner, 
and for the purposes, hereinafter mentioned. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
counties of Madison and St. Clair shall compose 
the first circuit, the counties of Randolph and 
Johnson shall compose the second circuit, and the 
counties of Gallatin and Edwards shall compose 
the third circuit. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
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judges heretofore appointed, or which may here. 
after be appointed, for the Illinois Territory, under 
the authority of the Government of the United 
States, shall, ee to the tinve prescribed b 

this act for holding the first court in the said Ter- 
ritory, proceed to allot amongst themselves the 
circuit in which they shall respectively preside, 
which allotment shall continue in force for and 
during the term of one yea; thereafter; and such 
allotment shall be annually renewed ; and which 
allotment, in writing, cane by the said judges, 
or a majority of them, shall be entered of record 
in the said courts, respectively, by the clerks 
thereof, at the commencement of the term next 
after such allotment shall have been made. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the said judges, respectively, to 
hold two terms annually in each county in their 
respective circuits, in conformity with the pre- 
ceding sections of this act, which shall commence 
at the times hereinafter mentioned, that is to say: 
in the county of Madison, on the last Mondays in 
May and September; in the county of St. Clair, 
on the second Mondays in June and October; in 
the county of Randolph, on the third Mondays in 
June and October ; in the county of Johnson, on 
the fourth Mondays in June and October; in the 
county of Gallatin, on the first Mondays in July 
and November; and, in the county of Edwards, 
on the second Mondays in July and November, 
in each year; and the said courts shall be styled 
Circuit Courts for the counties in which such 
courts shall be held, respectively. 

Sec. 5. And. be it further enacted, That the 
said courts shall be holden at the respective court- 
houses of said counties; and the said judges, re- 
spectively, shall, in their respective circuits, have 
jurisdiction over all causes, matters, or things, at 
common law or in chancery, arising in each of 
said counties, except in cases where the debt or 
demand shall be under twenty dollars, in which 
cases they shall have no jurisdiction. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
said judges shall be conservators of the peace, and 
the said circuit courts, in term time, or the judges 
thereof in vacation, shall have power to award in- 
junctions, writs of ne exeat, habeas corpus, and 
all other writs and process that at be necessary 
to the execution of the power with which they 
are or may be vested. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
said circuit courts, respectively, shall have power 
to hear and determine all treasons, felonies, and 
other crimes and misdemeanors, that may be com- 
mitted within the respective counties aforesaid, 
and that may be brought before them, respec- 
tively, by any rules or regulations prescribed by 
law. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all 
suits shall be tried in the counties in which they 
originate, unless in cases that are or may be spe- 
cially provided for by law. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if the 
circuit judge shall not attend on the first day of 
any court, or if a quorum of the court hereinafter 
mentioned shall not attend in like manner, such 
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nd adjourned from day to day until | shall be appointed by the said court of appeals, 
aaa male, if that shall sappen before | whose duty it shall be to issue process in all cases 
four o'clock in the afternoon of the third day. _| brought before the said court where process ought 
Sec. 10, And be it further enacted, That if | to issue, and to keep and preserve the records of 
either a circuit court, or the court hereinafter | all the proceedings of the said court therein, and 
mentioned, shall not sit in any term, or shall not | to do and perform all the duties as may be en- 
continue to sit the whole term, or before the end | joined on him by law. 
of the term shall not have heard and determined | Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That in all 
all matters ready for its decision, all such matters | cases that were, on the said thirty-first day of 
and things depending in court, and undetermined, | December, eighteen hundred and fourteen, depend- 
shall stand continued until the next succeeding | ing in the General Court of said Territory, the par+ 


tere. ties or their attorneys shall be permitted to take 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That if, | all such measures for bringing them to a final de- 
from any cause, either of the said courts shall not | cision that might have been taken if no change 
sit on any day in a term after it shall have been 


had taken place, and the said court of appeals 
opened, there shall be no discontinuance, but so | shall, as far as practicable, proceed to the final 
soon as the cause is removed the court shall pro- | determination thereof, in the same manner that the 
ceed to business until the end of the term, if the 


said General Court might legally have done, had 
business depending before it be not sooner des- | no other change than a mere alteration of the 
patched. 


terms taken place. — 
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the| Sec. 18. And beit further enacted, That ap- 
judicial term of the said circuit courts shall con- 


peals may be prayed, and writs of error taken out; 
sist of six days in each county, during which time 


upon matters of law only, in all cases wherein 
the court shall sit, unless the business before it | they are now allowed by law, to the said court of 
shall be sooner determined. 


appeals, and all writs of error Shall be issued by 
Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, Thataclerk | the clerk of the said court of appeals, and made 
returnable to the said court of Kaskaskia ; but no 
question upon appeal or writ of error shall be de- 
cided without the concurrence of two judges at 
least. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
Legislature of the said Territory shall have power 
to change the times of holding any of the courts 
required to be holden by this act: Provided, how- 
ever, That the said Legislature shall not have au- 
thority to increase the number of sessions to be 
held by the said courts respectively, in conformity 
with the provisions of the preceding sections of 
this act. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That no 
jadge or justice, appointed under the authority of 
the government of the said Territory, shall be as- 
sociated with the aforesaid United States judges 
when sitting as circuit court judges as aforesaid. 
This act to commence and be in force from and 
after the first day of April next. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 
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spectively, in each county, whose duty it shall be 
to issue process in all cases originating in his 
county, to keep and preserve the records of all 
the proceedings of the court therein, and to do 
and perform in the county all the duties which 
may be enjoined on him by law. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, in 
the cases that were, on the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, depending in the courts of common 
pleas in the respective counties, the parties, or 
their attorneys, shall be permitted to take all such 
measures for bringing them to trial that might 
have been taken if no change had taken place; 
and the said circuit courts, respectively, shall, as 
far as possible, proceed to the trial thereof in the 
same manner that the said courts of common 
pleas might legally have done, had no other 
— than a mere alteration of the terms taken 
place. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the 


said judges, appointed as aforesaid, or a majority | 4n Act to continue in force, for a limited time, the act 
of them, shall constitute a court, to be styled the | entitled “An act for establishing trading houses with 
Court of Appeals for Illinois Territory, and shall | the Indian tribes.” 


hold two sessions annually at the town of Kas- . . 
: Be it enacted, §c., That the act, entitled: “An 
kaskia, which shall commence on the first Mon- act for establishing ‘trading houses with the In- 


days in March and August, in every year, and +9 _ ; 
continue in session emilee business before them daa. tribes, appcotan * ‘lee penene dexas meanehy 
shall be completed ; which court shall have ap- signees muee and ee -— il oe A, h 
pellate jurisdiction only, and to which appeals Sci f oor contigpe i comme unti ake ourt 
shall be allowed, and from which writs of error, a6 . 1 SFC) AG RNE! DAGRRARL REM seveReter, 
according to the principles of the common law, Pie a L 
and conformably to the laws and usages of the pproved; Masami, 1816, 
said Territory, may be prosecuted for the reversal 
of the judgments and decrees, as well of the said | An Act to fix the compensations, and increase the re+ 
cireuit courts, as of any inferior courts which now | sponsibility, of the collectors of the direct tax and 
are, or hereafter may be, established by the laws| internal duties; and for other purposes connected 
of the said Territory. with the collection thereof. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, Thatacierk | Be it enacted, &c., That the collectors of the 

13th Con. 3d Sess.—62 
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direct tax and internal duties shall be entitled to 
receive the same commissions which are now al- 
lowed by law, until the first day of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen: Provided, That 
the commissions accruing to any one collector, 
upon the moneys collected and paid into the Trea- 
sury, between the thirty-first of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and the 
first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, shall not exceed the sum of three thousand 
dollars ; and the said collectors shall, from and 
after the said first day of July, be allowed, in lieu 
of the commission now allowed by law, four and 
one-half per centum upon all moneys accounted 
for and paid into the Treasury, from the first July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, until the 
first of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars; and 
one per centum upon all sums over and above 
that amount. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each 
collector, whose commission in any one calendar 
year shall not exceed one thousand dollars, shall 
be allowed, at the end of the year, in addition to 
such commission, the sum of two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
collectors heretofore, or hereafter, designated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to receive the lists 
of property lying within collection districts not 
owned, occupied, or superintended, by some per- 
son residing therein, shall, respectively, in addition 
to their other commissions and compensations, be 
allowed a commission of five per centum on the 
moneys received for taxes thereon accounted for 
and paid by them into the Treasury. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to apportion and distribute, annually, a sum not 
exceeding, in the whole, twenty-five thousand 
dollars, or to any one collector five hundged dol- 
lars, among such collectors, as, for the execution 
of the public service, it shall appear to him neces- 
sary so to compensate, in addition to the other 
emoluments to which they are entitled. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatin case 
a collector shall die, resign, or be removed from 
office, he shall be entitled to a commission equal 
to the average rate of that allowed to the collec- 
tor of the same district the preceding calendar 
year, and no more; and hissuccessor shall, for 
the residue of the year, be allowed a commission 
equal to the sum that may remain, after deduct- 
ing the sum allowed to his predecessor, from the 
whole amount of commission that would have 
been allowed had there been no such death, res- 
ignation, or removal, and no more: Provided, 

That either of the said collectors shall be enti- 
tled to the benefits of the provision contained in 
the fourth section of this act. 

Sec. 6. And beit further enacted That it shall 
be the duty of each of the collectors, within ninety 
days from the end of every calendar year, to draw 
out a statement, exhibiting, in alphabetical order, 
the names of persons who may have paid, during 
the preceding calendar year, to him, or his depu- 
ties, any one or more of the internal duties, ex- 
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cept those on household furniture and on stamps 
with the aggregate amount so paid, annexed to 
each name, and forthwith to cause one hundred 
copies of the same to be printed, to transmit one 
copy thereof to the commissioner of the revenye 
to lodge one copy with the principal assessor, and 
one copy with the clerk of each town, county 
and district, within his collection district, to post 
up one copy at each of the court-houses in his 
district, to post up the nr copies at the 
other most public places in his district, the rea- 
sonable expenses incurred in the preparing, print- 
ing, and posting up, of which shall be allowed; 
and any collector who shall purposely or negli- 
gently fail to discharge this duty, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor in office, and, on con. 
viction thereof, shall be fined a sum not less than 
five hundred dollars, nor more than ten thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all 
letters to and from the said collectors, relative 
to their official duties, shall be conveyed free of 
postage. And any collector who shall put his 
frank upon any other letter, shall, for every such 
act, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dol- 
lars, and the whole of which shall be for the use 
of the person who shall give information thereof. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors to keep their offices 
open for the transaction of business every day, 
except on established holydays, between the hours 
of nine in the morning and three in the afternoon, 
and to attend therein themselves, or by deputy; 
which said offices shall, after the present year, be 
kept at such places, in the respective districts, as 
may be designated by the commissioner of the 
revenue, in all cases in which such designation 
shall be thought expedient. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount of all taxes or duties collected by any 
deputy collector, until paid over to the collector, 
shall, and hereby is declared to, be a lien upon the 
lands and real estate of such deputy collector, and 
of his sureties, if he shall have given bond, from 
the time when a suit shall be instituted for re- 
covering the same; and for want of goods and 
chattels, or other personal eTects of such deputy 
collector, or his sureties, to satisfy any judgment 
which shall or may be recovered against them, 
respectively, such lands and real estates may be 
sold at public auction, after being advertised for 
at least three weeks, in not less than three public 
places within the collection district, and in one 
newspaper printed in the county, if any there be, 
at least six weeks prior to the time of sale; and 
for lands or real estate sold in pursuance of the 
authority aforesaid, the conveyances of the mar- 
shals, or their deputies, executed in due form of 
law, shall give a valid title against all persons 
elaiming under such deputy collector, or his sure- 
ties, respectively. And in every case it shall and 
may be lawful for a principal collector to main- 
tain and prosecute his action against a deputy col- 
lector and his sureties, or any of them. if a bond 
with sureties shall have been given, in the circult 


court of the United States, for the recovery of 
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all taxes collected by said deputy, and not paid 
over according to his engagement, or for the pen- 
alty of the bond which may have been given to 
secure the payment thereof: Provided always, 
That all moneys recovered in such suits shall be 
for the use of the United States, until the whole 
amount of the taxes collected and received by the 
deputy collector shall be otherwise paid to the 
United States by the deputy collector, or by the 
principal collector instituting such suits. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That if 
any collector, or his deputy, shall have cause to 
suspect a concealment of any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, in respect to which the respective 
provisions of the acts imposing an internal duty 
thereon have not been complied with, in any par- 
ticular dwelling-house, store, building, or place, 
(other than the manufactory in which the same 
were made,) they, or either of them, shall, upon 
proper application, on oath, to any justice of the 

eace, be entitled to a warrant to enter such 

ouse, store, or place, (in the day time only,) and 
there to search for such goods; and, if any shall 
be found, to seize and secure the same for trial. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That all 
goods, wares, or merchandise, or other objects, 
which shail be seized by virtue of this act, or of 
any act relative to internal duties, shall be put 
into, and remain in, the custody of the collector, 
or such other person as he shall appoint for that 
purpose, until such proceedings shall be had as 
are legally required, to ascertain whether the same 
have been forfeited or not; and if it shall be ad- 
judged that they are not forfeited, they shall be 
forthwith restored to the owner or claimant 
thereof; and if any person shall conceal or buy 
any such goods, wares, or merchandise, or other 
object, knowing them to be liable to seizure and 
forfeiture, such person shall, on conviction there- 
of, forfeit and pay a sum double the value of the 
goods, wares, or merchandise, or other objects so 
concealed and purchased, one moiety of which 
shall be for the use of the informer, and the other 
for the use of the United States. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the several collectors to make 
seizure of, and secure, any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, or other objects liable to seizure by 
virtue of this or any other act relating to the 
internal duties, as well without as within their re- 
spective districts, 

Sec. 13 And be it further enacted, Thatif any 
officer or other person executing or aiding or as- 
sisting in the seizure of goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, or other objects as afuresaid, shall be sued or 
molested for anything done in virtue of the pow- 


nal duties, if the property be claimed by any per- 
son, in every such case the onus probandi shall 
be upon such claimant: but the onus probandi 
shall lie on the claimant only when probable 
cause is shown for such prosecution, to be judged 
of by the court before whom the prosecution is 
had. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That all 
penalties accruing by any breach of this act, or of 
any act relative to internal duties, shall be sued 
for and recovered, with costs of suit, in the name 
of the United Siates of America, or of the col- 
lector, in any court competent to try the same, 
and the trial of any fact which may be put in 
issue, shall be within the judicial district in 
which any such penalty shall have accrued, or 
seizure been made; and the collector within 
whose district the seizure shall be made, or for- 
feiture incurred, is hereby enjoined to cause suits 
for the same to be commenced without delay, 
and prosecuted to effect; and is, moreover, au- 
thorized to receive from the court before whom 
such trial is had, or from the proper officer there- 
of, the sum or sums so recovered, after deducting 
all proper charges, to be allowed by the said court, 
and on receipt thereof, the said collector shall pay 
and distribute the same, without delay, according 
to law, and transmit, quarter yearly, to the com- 
missioner of the revenue,an account of all moneys 
by him received for fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures, during such quarter. And all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, or other objects, which shall 
become forfeited in virtue of this act, or of any 
act relative to internal duties, shall be seized and 
prosecuted for as aforesaid, before the proper 
court, which court shall cause fourteen days’ 
notice to be given of such seizure, setting forth 
the articles seized, with the time and place ap- 
pointed for trial, to be inserted in some newspaper 
published near the place of seizure, if any such 
there be, and also by posting up the same in the 
most public manner, for the space of fourteen 
days, at or near the place of trial, for which ad- 
vertisement a sum not exceeding ten dollars shall 
be paid. And if no person shall appear and claim 
such articles, and give bond to defend the prose- 
cution thereof, and to respond the costs, in case 
he shall not support his claim, the court shall pro- 
ceed to hear and determine the cause according 
to law; and upon the prayer of any claimant, 
that any articles, so seized and prosecuted, or any 
part thereof, should be delivered to him, it shall 
be lawful for the court to appoint three proper 
persons to appraise such articles, who shall be 
sworn for the faithful discharge of their duty; 
and such appraisement shall be made at the ex- 


ers given by this act, or of any other act, or by | pense of the party on whose prayer it is granted ; 
virtue of a warrant granted by any judge or jus- | and on the return of such appraisement, if the 


lice, pursuant to law, such officer or other person 
may plead the general issue, and give this act 
and the special matter in evidence; and if in such 
suit the plaintiff is nonsuited, or judgment pass 
against him, the defendant shall recover double 
costs; and in actions, suits, or information, to be 
brought where any seizure shall be made pursu- 
ant to this act, or any other act relative to inter- 


claimant shall, with one or more sureties, to be 
approved by the court, execute a bond in the 
usual form, to the United States, for the payment 
of a sum equal to the sum at which the articles, 
so prayed to be delivered, areappraised, which bond 
shall be lodged with the proper officer of the 
court, the said court shall order the said articles 
to be delivered to the said claimant ; and if judg- 


Ate Ri sires 
Se ae rake 


2. 


eee 


ee 


La Se es * 











A 
ena oti esi testes tt etal allie iin an echt setae <page wt leit acy at coe Seok ne ne ee 





Re ecto a tree ee meneame ir ae 


ne, eine 
Pendent learnt 





1959 } APPENDIX. 1960 
a Public Acts of Congress. 








ment shall pass in favor of the claimant, the said 
bond shall be cancelled; but if judgment shall 
pass against the claimant, as to the whole, or any 
part, of such articles, and the claimant shall not, 
within twenty days thereafter, pay into the court, 
or to the proper officer thereof, the amount of the 
appraised value of such articles so condemned, 
with the costs, judgment shall and may be grant- 
ed upon the bond without further delay. And 
where any prosecution shall be commenced on ac- 
count of the seizure of any such goods, wares, and 
merchandise, or other objects, and judgment shall 
be given for the claimant, if it shall appear to the 
court before whom such prosecution shall be tried, 
that there was reasonable cause of seizure, the said 
court shall cause a proper certificate or entry to be 
made thereof, and in suth case the claimant shall 
not be entitled to costs, nor shall the person who 
made the seizure, or the prosecutor, be liable to 
action, suit, or judgment, on account of such sei- 
zure and prosecution: Provided, That the said 
goods, wares, and merchandise, or other objects, 
be, after judgment, forthwith returned to such 
claimant, or his agent: And ided, That no 
action or prosecution shall be maintained in any 
case under this act, or any act relative to internal 
duties, unless the same shall have been commenced 
within one year after the penalty or forfeiture 
was incurred, or within the time in such act pre- 
scribed, as the case may be. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all 
goods, wares, or merchandise, or other objects, 
which shall be condemned by virtue of this act, 
or of any other act relative to internal duties, and 
for which bond shall have been given by the 
claimant, agreeably to the provisions for that pur- 
pose in the foregoing section, shall be sold by the 
marshal, or other proper officer ofthe court before 
whom condemnation shall be had, to the highest 
bidder, at public auction, by order of such court, 
and at such place as the said court may appoint, 
giving at least fifteen days’ notice, (except in case 
of perishable goods,) in one or more of the public 
newspapers of the place where such sale shall be; 
or, if no paper is published in such place, in one or 
more of the papers published in the nearest place 
thereto; for which advertising a sum not exceed- 
ing five dollars shall be paid. And the amount 
of such sales, deducting all proper charges, shall 
be paid within ten days after such sale, by the 
person selling the same, to the clerk, or other pro- 
er officer, of the court, directing such sale, to be 

by him, after deducting the charges allowed by 
the court, paid to the collector of the district in 
which such seizure or forfeiture has taken place, 
as hereinbefore directed. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the 
foregoing provisions of this act shall be applica- 
ble, in all respects, as well to al] acts that may 
hereafter be passed, relative to internal duties, as 
to those heretofore passed and now in force. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That any 
collector or his deputy, who shall directly or in- 
directly take or receive any bribe, reward, or 
recompense, or shail connive at any false entry, 
application, report, account, or statement; required 


to be made or rendered by any act relative to in- 
ternal duties, and shall be convicted thereof, shall 
forfeit and pay a sum not less than two hundred, 
nor more than two thousand dollars for each 
offence; and any person giving or offering any 
bribe, reward, or recompense, for any such decep- 
tion, collusion, or fraud, shall forfeit and pay a 
sum not less than two hundred, nor more than 
two thousand dollars, for each offence; one moi- 
ety whereof shall be to the use of the informer, 
and the other moiety for the use of the United 
States. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That on 
all bonds given for internal duties an interest shall 
be paid, at the rate of six per centum per annum, 
from the time when the said bonds became due 
vatil the ra thereof. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That any 
person, to whom a license for a still, or boiler, or 
other vessel used in the distillation of spirituous 
liquors, may have been, or may hereafter be, 
granted, whe shall so alter the same as to increase 
its capacity, on application in writing to the col- 
lector who issued the said license, stating such 
increase of capacity, and on paying or securing, 
previous to using the same, the duty arising there- 
on for the unexpired period of the license, at the 
rate of duty siege for such term for which a 
license may be granted as is next below such pe- 
riod, shall be authorized to employ the still, boiler, 
or other vessel, so altered, on adducing the said 
license, and obtaining an endorsement thereon, 
under the hand of the said collector, which he is 
hereby required to make, specifying such increase 
of capacity, and that the duty thereon has been 
paid or secured. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That any 
person who shall, after the thirtieth day of June 
next, erect, or cause to be erected, any still, or 
boiler, or other vessel, used or intended to be 
used in the distillation of spirituous liquors, or 
who shall so use any still, or boiler, or other ves- 
sel, in any part of the United States beyond the 
then existing boundary line established by law 
between the United States and the Indian tribes, 
or who shall be the owner, agent, or superintend- 
ent thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five 
thousand dollars, together with the said still, 
boiler, or other vessel, and the spirits distilled 
therein: one moiety of which shall be for the 
use of the informer, and the other for the use of 
the United States. And for any violations hereof, 
the same course may and shall be pursued that 
is prescribed by the act passed the thirtieth of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and two, en- 
titled “An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on 
the frontiers,” for violations thereof; and the 
courts specified therein shall have like jurisdic- 
tion. And the same authority that is given by 
the said act to apprehend and remove persons 
found in violation thereof, shall apply and extend 
to the said stills, boilers, or other vessels, and the 
spirits distilled therein, which may be seized and 
removed in like manner. And all spirits which 
shall have been, or which hereafter shall be so 
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distilled, beyond the said boundary line, which 
shall be brought into the limits of a collection 
district, may and shall be seized and forfeited, 
and the person so introducing the sameshall, more- 
over, forfeit and pay one thousand dollars; one 
moiety of which shall be to the use of the in- 
former, and the other for the use of the United 
States: Provided, nevertheless, That no person 
who shall have removed his still out of one col- 
lection district into another, shall be liable to take 
out another license during the period of any ex- 
isting license obtained for the same. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the collectors of the direct 
tax and internal duties, to prosecute for breaches 
of the provisions contained in the two preceding 
sections. 

Sec. 22, And be it further enacted, That noth- 
ing contained in the act or acts imposing a duty 
on sales at auction of goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, shall be construed to apply to the sale 
of any goods or chattels other than merchandise. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





An Act to vest more effectually in the State Courts’ 
and in the District Courts of the United States» 
jurisdiction in the cases therein mer tioned. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the respective State 
or county courts, within or next adjoining a col- 
lection district, established by any act of Congress 
now in being, or hereafter to be passed, for the 
ecllection of any direct tax or internal duties of 
the United States, shall be, and are hereby, au- 
thorized to take cognizance of all eotnehaiane, 
suits, and prosecutions, for taxes, duties, fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, arising and payable un- 
der any of the acts passed, or to be passed, as 
aforesaid, or where bonds are given under the said 
acts; and the district attorneys of the United 
States are hereby authorized and directed to ap- 
point, by warrant, an attorney, as their substitute 
or deputy, in all cases where necessary to sue or 
prosecute for the United States, in any of the 
said State or county courts, within the sphere of 
whose jurisdiction the said district attorneys do 
not themselves reside or practice; and the said 
substitute or deputy shall be sworn or affirmed to 
the faithful execution of his duty. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
jurisdiction conferred by the foregoing section 
shall be considered as attaching, in the cases there- 
in specified without regard to the amount or sum 
in controversy, and that it shall be concurrent 
with the jurisdiction of the district courts of the 
United States; but may, nevertheless, be exercised 
in cases where the fine, penalty, or forfeiture, may 
have been incurred, or the cause of action or com- 
plaint have arisen, at a less, as well as a greater 
distance than fifty miles from the nearest place 
by law established for the holding of a district 
court of the United States. But in all suits or 
prosecutions instituted by or on behalf of the 
United States in any State or county court, the 
process, proceedings, judgment, and execution 
therein shall not be delayed, suspended, or in any 


way barred or defeated, by reason of any law of 
any State authorizing or directing a stay or sus- 
pension of process, proceedings, judgment, or ex- 
ecution: Provided, That final decrees and judg- 
ments in civil actions, passed or rendered in any 
State court by virtue hereof, may be re-examined 
in the circuit court of the United States, in the 
same manner, and under the same limitations, as 


are prescribed by the twenty-second section of 


the act to establish the judicial courts of the Uni- 
ted States, passed the twenty-fourth of Septem- 
ber, seventeen hundred and eighty-nine. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
state or county courts aforesaid, and the prin- 
cipal or presiding judge of any such court, shall 
be, and are hereby, authorized to exercise all and 
every power, in cases cognizable before them by 
virtue of this act, for the purpose of obtaining a 
mitigation or remission of any fine, penalty, or 
forfeiture, which may be exercised by the judges 
of the district courts of the United States, in 
cases brought before them by virtue of the law 
of the United States, passed on the third of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, en- 
titled “An act to provide for mitigating or remitting 
the forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities, accruing 
in certain cases therein mentioned ;” and in the 
exercise of the authority by this section given to 
the said State or county courts, or the principal 
or presiding judge as aforesaid, they shall be 
governed, in every respect, by the provisions of 
the law last mentioned, with this difference only 
that instead of notifying the district attorneys of 
the United States, the said courts, or the presid- 
ing judge as aforesaid, shall, before exercising 
said authorities, cause reasonable notice to be 
given to the substitute or deputy, who may have 
been appointed to sue or prosecute for the United 
States, as aforesaid, that he may have an oppor- 
tunity of showing cause against the mitigation 
or remission of such fine, penalty, or forfeiture. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the dis- 
trict court of the United States shall have cog- 
nizance, concurrent with the courts and magis- 
trates of the several States, and the circuit courts 
of the United States, of all suits at common law, 
where the United States, or any officer thereof, 
under the authority of any act of Congress, shall 
sue, although the debt, claim, or other matter 
in dispute, shall not amount to one hundred 
dollars. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolutions, expressive of the sense of Congress of 
the gallant conduct of Captain Thomas Macdon- 
ough, the officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
serving as marines, on board the United States’ 
squadron on Lake Champlain. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the thanks of Con- 
gress be, and the same are hereby, presented to 
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Captain Thomas Macdonough, and, through him, 
to the officers, petty officers, seamen, marines, 
and infantry serving as marines, attached to the 
n under his command, for the decisive 
and splendid victory gained on Lake Champlain, 
on the eleventh of September, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, over a 
British squadron of superior force. : 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause gold medals to be 
struck, emblematical of the action between the 
two squadrons, and to present them to Captain 
Macdonough and Captain Robert Henly, and also 
to Lieutenant Stephen Cassin, in such manner as 
may be most honorable to them; and that the 
President be further requested to present a silver 
medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to 
each of the commissioned officers of the eee 
and Army serving on board, and a sword to eac 
of the midshipmen and sailingmasters, who so 
nobly distinguished themselves in that memor- 
able conflict. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to present a silver medal, 
with like emblems and devices, to the nearest 
male relative of Lieutenant Peter Gamble, and of 
Lieutenant John Stansbury, and to communicate 
to them the deep regret which Congress feel for 
the lossof those gallant men, whose names ought 
to live in the recollection and affection of a grate- 
ful Sead 

Resolved, That three months’ pay be allowed 
exclusively of the common allowance, to all 
the petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
serving as marines, who so gloriously supported 
the honor of the American flag on that mem- 
orable day. 

Approved, October 20, 1814. 





Resolution, empowering the Joint Library Committec 
of Congress to contract for the purchase of Mr. Jef- 
ferson’s library. 

Resolved, §c., That the Joint Library Commit- 
tee of the two Houses of Congress be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and empowered to con- 
tract. on their part, for the purchase of the library 
of Mr. Jefferson, late President of the United 
States, for the use of both Houses of Congress; 
and that the committee lay the terms of said con- 
tract before Congress, for their ratification. 

Approved, October 21, 1814. 





Resolution, expressive of the sense of Congress rela- 
tive to the victory of the Peacock over the Epervier. 


Resolved, §c., That the President of the United 
States be requested to present to Captain Lewis 
Warrington, of the sloop of war Peacock, a gold 
medal, with suitable daphiain and devices, and a 
silver medal, with like emblems and devices, to 
each of the commissioned officers, and a sword 
to each of the midshipmen, and to the sailing 
master, of the said vessel, in testimony of the 
high sense entertained by Congress of the gal- 
lantry and good conduct of the officers and crew, 


in the action with the British brig Epervier, 
on the twenty-ninth day of April, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, in 
which action the decisive effect and great superi- 
_ of pe American gunnery were so signally 
isplayed. 
pptored, October 21, 1814. 





Resolution, expressive of the sense of Congress rela- 
tive to the capture of the British sloop Reindeer, by 
the American sloop Wasp. 


Resolved, Fc., That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be requested to present to Captain 
Johnston Blakely, of the sloop Wasp, a gold medal, 
with suitable devices, and a silver medal, with 
like devices, to each of the commissioned officers, 
and also a sword to each of the midshipmen, and 
the sailingmaster, of the aforesaid vessel, in tes- 
timony of the high sense entertained by Congress 
of the gallantry and good conduct of the officers 
and crew, in the action with the British sloop of 
war Reindeer, on the twenty-eighth of Jane, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen; in which action determined brayery and 
cool intrepidity, in nineteen minutes, obtained a 
decisive victory, by boarding. 

Approved, November 3, 1814. 


Resolutions, ee of the sense of Congress of the 
gallantry good conduct with which the reputa- 
tion of the arms of the United States has been sus- 
tained by Major General Brown, Major Géneral 
Scott, Major General Porter, Major General Gaines, 
i General Macomb, and Brigadiers Ripley and 

er. 


Resolved, Fc., That the thanks of Congress be, 
and they are hereby, presented to Major General 
Brown, and, through him, to the officers and men, 
of the regular army, and of the militia, under his 
command, for their gallantry and good conduct 
in the successive battles of Chippewa, Niagara, 
and Erie, in Upper Canada, in which British vet- 
eran troops were beaten and repulsed by equal or 
inferior numbers; and that the President of the 
United States be requested to cause a gold medal 
to be struck, emblematical of these triumphs, and 
presented to Major General Brown. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be reqtested to cause a gold medal to be 
struck, with suitable emblems and devices, and 
presented to Major General Scoti, in testimony 
of the high sense entertained by Congress of his 
distinguished services in the conflicts of Chippe- 
wa and Niagara, and of his uniform gallantry and 
good conduct in sustaining the reputation of the 
arms of the United States. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause gold medals to be 
struck, with suitable emblems and devices, and 
presented to Brigadier General Ripley, Brigadier 
General Miller, and Major General Porter, in tes- 
timony of the high sense entertained by Congress 
of their gallantry and good conduct in the several 
conflicts of Chippewa, Niagara, and Erie. 
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Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be, and 
they are hereby, presented to Major General 
Gaines, and, through him, to the officers and men 
under his command, for their ae and good 
conduet, in defeating the enemy at Erie on the 
fifteenth of August; repelling, with great slaugh- 
ter, the attack of a British veteran army, superior 
in number; and that the President of the Uni- 
ted States be requested to cause a gold medal 
to be struck, emblematical of this triumph, and 
presented to Major General Gaines. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be, and 
they are hereby, presented to Major General 
Macomb, and, through him, to the officers and 
men of the regular army under his command, and 
to the militia and volunteers of New York and 
Vermont, for their gallantry and good conduct 
in defeating the enemy at Plattsburg, on the elev- 
enth of September ; repelling, with one thousand 
five hundred men, aided by a body of militia and 
volunteers from New York and Vermont, a Brit- 
ish veteran army, greatly superior in number; 
and that the President of the United States be 
requested to cause a gold medal to be struck, em- 
blematical of this triumph, and presented to Ma- 
jor General Macomb. 


Approved, November 3, 1814. 

































Resolutions, expressive of the high sense entertained! 


the people of Louisiana and of New Orleans, during 

the late military operations before that city. 

Resolved, §c., That Congress entertain a high 
sense of the patriotism, fidelity, zeal, and cour- 
age, with which the people of the State of Lou- 


under circumstances of imminent danger from @ 
owerful invading army, in the defence of all the 

individual, social, and oe rights held dear 
by man. Congress declare and proclaim that the 
brave Louisianians deserve well of the whole 
people of the United States. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense 
of the eee benevolence, and humanity, dis- 
played by the people of New Orleans, in volun- 
tarily affording the best accommodations in their 
power, and giving the kindest attentions, to the 
wounded, not only of our own army, but also to 
the wounded prisoners of a vanquished foe. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause the foregoing resolu- 
tions to be communicated to his Excellency, the 
Governor of Louisiana, accompanied with a re 
quest that he cause the greatest possible publicity 
to be given to them, for the information of the 
whole people of Louisiana. 

Approved, February 22, 1815. 





Resolution, requesting the President of the United 
States to recommend a day of public humiliation, 
fasting, and prayer. 

It being a duty, peculiarly incumbent in a time 
of public calamity and war, humbly and devoutly 
to acknowledge our dependence on Almighty 
God, and to implore his aid and protection: 
Therefore, 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That a joint committee of 
both Houses wait on the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and request that he recommend a day 
of public humiliation, prayer, and fasting, to be 
observed by the people of the United States with 
religious solemnity, and the offering of fervent 
supplications to Almighty God for the safety and 
welfare of these States, his blessing on their 
arms, and a speedy restoration of peace. 





Resolutions, expressive of the high sense entertained 


by Congress of the gallantry and good conduct of 
Commodore D. T. Patterson, and Major D. Carmick, 


and of the officers, seamen, and marines, under their 

command, in the defence of New Orleans. 

Resolved, §c., That Congress entertain a high 
sense of the valor and good conduct of Commo- 
dore D. T. Patterson, of the officers, petty officers, 
and seamen, attached to his command, for their 
prompt and efficient co-operation with General 
Jackson, in the late gallant and successful defence 
of the city of New Orleans, when assailed by a 
powerful British force. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense 
of the valor and good conduct of Major Daniel 
Carmick, of the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and marines, under his command, in the de- 
fence of the said city, on the late memorable oc- 
casion. 

Approved, February 22, 1815. 





Resolution, for furnishing the American Antiquarian 
Society with a copy of the Journals of Congress, and 
of the documents published under their order. 


Resolved, §c., That one copy of the public Jour- 
nals of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
and of the documents published under the orders of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, respec- 
tively, which have been, or shall be, published by 
virtue of a resolution of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, passed at the last session of 
Congress, be transmitted to the Executive of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the use and 
benefit of the American Antiquarian Society of 
the said Commonwealth. 


Approved, December 1, 1814. 


Resolutions, expressive of the thanks of Congress to 
Major General Jackson, and the troops under his 
command, for their gallantry and good conduct in 
the defence of New Orleans. 


Resolved, §c., That the thanks of Congress be 
and they are hereby, given to Major Genera 
Jackson, and, through him, to the officers and sol- 
diers of the regular army, of the militia, and of 
the volunteers, under his command, the greater 
proportion of which troops consisted of militia 
and volunteers, suddenly collected together, for 
their uniform gallantry and good conduct, con- 
spicuously displayed against the enemy, from the 
time of his landing before New Orleans until his 


by Congress of the patriotism and good conduct of 


isiana promptly and unanimously stepped forth,- 
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Resolutions. 





final expulsion therefrom; and particularly for 


the valor, skill, and good conduct, on the eighth 
of January !ast, in repulsing, with great slaughter, 
a numerous British army, of chosen veteran 
troops, when attempting, by a bold and daringat- 
tack, to carry by storm the works hastily thrown 
up for the protection of New Orleans ; and there- 
by obtaining a most signal victory over the enemy, 
with a disparity of loss, on his part, unexampled 
in military annals, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be struck, a gold 
medal, with devices emblematical of this splendid 
achievement, and presented to Major General 
Jackson, as a testimony of the high sense enter- 
tained by Congress of his judicious and distin- 
guished conduct on that memorable occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause the foregoing reso- 
lutions to be communicated to Major General 
Jackson, in such terms as they may deem best 
calculated to give effect to the objects thereof. 

Approved, February 27, 1815. 





A Resolution, directing the manner of providing sta- 
tionery, and procuring the printing, for the Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

Resolved, §c., That the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be directed, immediately after the adjournment 
of the present, and each succeeding, Congress, to 
advertise, three weeks spenesaively, in two aews- 
papers printed in the District of Columbia, for 
proven s for supplying the Senate and House of 

epresentatives, during the succeeding Congress, 
with the necessary stationery and printing; 
which advertisement shall describe the kind of 
stationery and printing required; and that the 
proposals to be made be accompanied with suffi- 
cient security for their performance. And it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary and Clerk 


aforesaid, in the month of April thereafter, to no- 
tify the lowest bidder or bidders ( whose securities 
are deemed sufficient) of the acceptance of his or 
their proposals: Provided, That this resolution 
shall not be so construed, as to prevent the Sec- 
retary and Clerk aforesaid from contracting for 
separate parts of the supplies of stationery and 
printing required to be furnished. 
Approved, March 3, 1815. 





Resolutions, relative to the distribution of the Laws of 
the United States. 

Resolved, Gc., That the Secretary of State 
cause to be distributed, among the members of the 
present Congress, copies of the laws of the United 
States, ordered by law to be printed, as soon as 
the same shall be completed. 

Resolved, Thatso many of the remaining copies 
of the laws as are not already directed to be 
distributed, be deposited in the Congressional 
Library. 

Approved, March 3, 1815. 





Resolution, for the appointment of a joint committee 
to wait upon the President, and request that he 
recommend a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God, 


for restoring to these United States the blessings of 
peace. 


Resolved, §c., That a joint com mittee of both 
Houses wait upon the President of the United 
States, and request that he recommend a day of 
thanksgiving, to be observed by the people of the 
United States, with religious solemnity, and the 
offering of devout acknowledgments to Almighty 
God, for his great goodness, manifested in restor- 
ing to these United States the blessing of peace. 

MANGES ras in 
er of t ouse. 
JOHN MILLARD. 
President of the Senate. 
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Accommodation of Congress, a resolution from 
the House of Representatives, for a joint 
committee to inquire concerning the bet- 
ter, &c. - . - - - . 

read twice, and ordered to a third reading - 
read a third time, and negatived on the ques- 
tion of passage + -+- += «+ - 
Mr. Horsey submitted a resolution, for a 
committee to inquire into the expediency 
of altering the Chambers for the better - 
twice read, and ordered to a third reading - 
read a third time, and passed - - = - 
a bill from said committee in pursuance, 
real - . . . . . 
readasecond time - - - = - 
ordered to a third reading - - - 
read a third time, and passed - 

Additional Appropriations, a bill from the House 

of Representatives making, for the year 


1814, read - - - . < ° 
read a second time, and referred - : 
reported without amendment, and ordered 

te a third reading - - - - - 


read a third time, and passed - - = - 
a similar bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, for the service of 1815, one three 
times, and vearet - - - - 

Admirals. (See Naval Officers.) 

Algerine Cruisers, a confidential bill from the 
House of Representatives, for the protec- 
tion of the seamen and commerce of the 
United States against the, twice read, and 
ordered toa third reading - - - 

read a third time, and passed - 

Algiers, a Message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States concerning the hostile proceed- 
ings of the Dey of, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations - - 

the committee discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject - - - 


Alleganey, a memorial of the owners of the ship, 
referred tu a committee - - - . 

a bill for the relief of said owners, read - 
read a second time, and referred - - 
reported, and recommitted : . - 
again reported, without amendment 
ordered to a third reading - - - - 
read a third time, and passed - - - 


American Antiquarian Society, a resolution from 
the House of Representatives, for fur- 


nishing a copy of the Journals of Congress 
95 tothe - - - - - - 





112 read a first time - - ; e 
read asecond time - ° : : ‘ 
116 read a third time, and passed - - - 


American Seamen, a Message from the President 
of the United States, recommending the 


235 exclusive employment of, in navigation, 
237 referred to the Committee on Foreign 
244 | Relations - : - - - 


report of said committee - 
253 | Anacostia Bridge Company, a bill from the Batibo 


257 of Representatives for the relief of the, 

260 | twice read, and referred 7 oe 

261) reported without amendment, and ordered 
to a third reading - . : 


Armories, Arms, &c., Mr. Horsey submitted sun- 

dry resolutions concerning - -~ - 

124 amended, and agreed to - - -~ - 
a report from the War Department, in obe- 


126 dience to the resolutions, showing the 
127 amount of expenditures on account of - 
Army of the United States, a bill making further 

99 provision for filling the ranks of the, &c., 
2 reads - - . - - - - 
read a second time - - - - - 
amended, and ordered to a third reading - 

read a third time,and passed = - - - 
returned from the House of Representatives 
with amendments, which were concurred 

284 in > 2 " i J J 
291 Mr. Mason submitted a resolution, request- 
ing the President of the United States to 

cause to be laid before the Senate a state- 

269 ment of enlistments, appointments, &c., 
in the - - - - - - - 

amended, and agreed to - ° ° 

298 a bill from the House of Representatives, di- 
recting the Staff officers of the, to comply 

27 with the requisitions of naval and marine 
37 officers, in certain cases - . 7 
38 read a first time - . ‘ . : 
180 read asecond time, and referred - . 
228 reported without amendment, and ordered 
233 to a third reading - - - - . 
236 read a third time, and passed - - - 
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